Tower

By Joseph Basco
Jbasco@mrt.com

. Midland’s downtown,
pending a sale between the
city and county, might have
a 59-floor high-rise in its
future, easily the tallest in
the Tall Caty.

If Energy Tower at City
Center does come to frui-

tion, it would be the seventh-
tallest building in Texas by
floor count, according to
building data website Em-
poris. It i1s unknown at this
time how tall the building
would be by feet.

Energy Tower would
feature five distinct sections
from the top of the structure
to undemeath the surface:
office, residential, hospi-
tality, retail and parking,
according to Mayor Wes

Accordmg to proposed

gn documents, much
of the top of the building
would be devoted to office
space, below that would be
a section for condomini-
ums, and then the rest of
the building to the ground
level will be for a hotel and
retail businesses such as a
seven-screen movie theater
and restaurants. Undemeath
the ground level would a
. Env;-lcvel parking garage

ith 3,000 spaces.

Perry said Energy Tower
could be a two-yegr process,
which means it could be
complete by the end of 2015
or the start of 2016.

The building is just one
component of the planned
City Center, an area of land

= O

Midland County Judge Mike Bradiford said
the deal that will help make Energy Tower at

ing the old Midiand County Courthouse from
the county for $2.22 million.

On Monday, City Council will meet for $ a.m.
vote to purchase the old Midiand County Court-
house from the county. Afterward, the council
will vote again to enter into an agreement with
Energy Related Properties, the developer.
Energy Related Properties has been involved
with Independence Plaza, Fasken Center and
the WNB Tower, according to its website.

After the council approves both items, the
Commissioners’ Court will then meet at 10 a.m.
and vote to sell the courthouse, depending on
the offer they receive from the city, Bradiord
said.

For the county to sell the property to the city
in the cleanest way possible, Bradiord said it
has to be sold for cash at the appraised market
value. The old courthouse is appraised at $2.22
million, he said. Bradford said there were a
number of statutes that allowed them to make
different deals, but then factors such as who
can occupy the building would change. He said
one option could have been to sell the property
but have the city as the sole occupier.

With the $2.22 million cash-only sale, this al-
lows “flexibility,” or the ability for the property to
be used for multiple purposes, such as building
the proposed Energy Tower.

Bradford said there could be provisions for
the county to keep the historical aspects of the
site, such as the plaques, the statue of liberty,
the two cornerstones and trees.

Joseph Basco, jbasco@mrt.com

@ Judge John Hyde: Evolution of Midiand
County’s courthouses. PAGE 4A

B Our View: New Energy Tower makes sense
for Midiand’s future. PAGE TOA

to spur revitalization

Energy Tower at City Center
by the numbers

Energy Tower's number of floors

The number of taller buildings in Texas

The number of parking spaces in the
five-level underground parking garage

$150M to S200M
Combined value for downtown buildings in
Midland today

$S300M to S3S0M
Estimated value of the Energy
Tower complex

Source: Mayor Wes Perry

Tallest buildings in Midiand

Building Floors Year Built
Bank of America Building 24 1978
Wiico Building 22 1958
Independence Plaza 16 1984
Centennial Tower 15 1979
Pure Resources 15 1984
One Wall Plaza 15 1959
Permian Building 14 N/A
Fasken Center 14 1974

Others include:

Western United Life Building 12 1948
Wall Tower West 12 1968
Summit Building - 12 1981
Petroleum Building 12 1929
Empire Plaza Building 12 1982
Century Plaza Building 12 1978
Double Tree by Hiiton 1 N/A
Midland County Courthouse 11 1983

Arco Building 11 1982

and skyscraperpage.com

Historical value
of Courthouse
questioned

B Some saddened about the demolition of
the Midland County Courthouse.

By Joseph Basco

jbasco@mrt.com

When T.0O. Midkiff asked Mayor Wes Perry on
Wednesday what would become of the old Midland
County Courthouse, located at 200 W. Wall St., Perry
said it was going to be torn down, much to the dismay
of some in attendance at the Midland County Repub-
lican Women’s meeting.

Pat McDaniel, the interim president of the Midland
County Historical Society, was one such member in
the audience. He said there were three emotions in
that room that day: some did not care, some cared
deeply and some were driven from an economic
viewpoint.

“I cared deeply,” McDaniel said. “It’s said that

ople have chosen not to retain their heritage.”

The Midland County Historical Society was close

be a remodeling of Midland
Center, but the Chamber of
Commerce and Centennial
Plaza would stay the same.
There are no concepts for a
Perry said that people
who think the Energy Tower
signifies “the end” of the
current boom are wrong.

craziness that was here (in
the 1980s). We had a Rolls-
Royce dealership, and we
huil.;:aqelsparkedmnm

PcrrysaldtheEnergy
Tower at City Center could
be valued between $300

The economy is now based
on technology instead of the
price of oil itself, such as in
the 1980s, but it's unrealis-
tic to say that a “dark day”
could never come, he saxd.
“Now, people are busy,
they’re working hard and

dmngOKﬁnnmﬂl’y Pemry
said. “There’s none of that

to owning the deed to the courthouse on Oct. 11,
2011, when the county commissioners made the offer
to McDaniel at Commissioners’ Court on the condi-
tion that it could raise enough money for a year's
worth of operations.

Then, on April 9, 2012, McDaniel told the commis-
sioners that the society would not accept the histori-
cal courthouse. He said money was not the issue, but

that also includes Centennial
Plaza, Midland Center and
the Chamber of Commerce.
The high-rise would take
the place of the old Midland
County Courthouse.

Perry said there are talks
of a pew civic center and
City Hall for the City Cen-

fer. 'l'hnanc center would Please see TOWER/4A Please see COURTHOUSE/SA

Today in Local & State

State of mental heaith in the Permian Basin. Page 1B
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and Tuesdays from 6 p.m. until
Source: City of Midiand

Great American
Cleanup on April 6

The Great American Clean-
up/Don’t Mess with Texas
Trash-Off — co-sponsored
by the Texas Department of

of April 1-6 and are asked to
attend a celebration picnic at
Hogan Park from 10:30 a.m.-
12:30 p.m. on April 6.
Groups not able to partici-
pate by April 6th are encour-
aged to do a ltter cleanup
before May 31 and still be
counted as being part of the
Cleanup/Trash-off.
Tmmsmnhalw\e
interested in making Mid-

Adopt-a-Highway groups are
in charge of highway cleanup,
while Keep Midiand Beautiful
volunteers focus on neighbor-
hoods, city streets, parks, and
vacant lots.

Keep Midland Beautiful edu-
cates and engages Midlanders
in litter prevention, beautifica-
tion and waste management.
org, join us on Facebook or
call 687-7400. « *
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Lane McDaniel tries out the feel of a bronc saddie as he talkks with Gasvelt Smith, with the Odessa
Gﬂpmdlom recently as he and other Bynum School students particpate in Texas indepen-

dence Day activities.

' See more coverage of the Bynum School event in Tuesday's Education section.

mm

Support groups, club meetings this week

@ Survivors of sexual abuse;
interactive Bible study to help
of

a.m. For more information, call
694-8643.

B8 Midiand Walkabout Volkss-
port Club, 5 p.m. third Sunday,
First Presbyterian Church;

687-2588.

lOopoAlq(:bwmd

HCarrpNn.wu 7 pm.

bilitation Hospual 550-4371.

@ Overeaters Anonymous;
7:30p.m. Tuesdays, noon
Wednesdays and 4:30 p.m.
Sundays; B&J Plaza, 206 N.
Midkiff Road, Suite 1-D; 553-
1031.

@ A confidential peer-to-peer
support gathering for combat
veterans, first, third and fifth
Tuesdays at Midland College
Cogdell Center, 201 Florida

ve.; Steve Cree, 770-7469.

@ Peer to Peer support
group for veterans, active duty,
guard, reserves and their fami-
lies, 6 p.m. Tuesdays, Permian
Basin Community Center, 401
E. lllinois Ave., Suite 403; Wil
Hoggard, 213-5342, william.
hoggard @ wtcmhmr.org.

& Midland Optimist Club,
noon Tuesdays, Abuelo’s, 4610
N. Garfield St.; 685-7486.

@ Midland Odessa Chapter
of the United Ostomy Associa-
tion , 2:30 p.m. third Sunday,
Midland Memorial Hospital
West Campus.

@ TOPC (Take off pounds
sensibly) — 6:30 p.m. Thurs-
days at Midland Senior Center,
Midkiff Road and lllinois
Avenue. Weigh-in at 5:30 p.m.
AND Tuesdays at Christian
Church of Midland, 2608

Neely Ave. Weigh-in at 9:30

g Ty o Pt

Annex; Tom Owens, tmow-
ens44 @ juno.com or 697-6955.

@ Permian Basin Chess
Club, 6 p.m. Thursdays at
University of Texas of the
Permian Basin student union;
Steve Dudley, 556-1920; Brian
Farrell, 288-7141; pbcc.50gigs.
net; odessachess @cableone.
net,

@ Classic Movie Club, 7
p.m., Tuesdays, Cigar Frog's,
216 N. Main St.; 687-1671.

® Mustang Draw Woodcarv-
ers Club meets 6:30-9 p.m. the
third Monday of the month at
Sibley Nature Center.

@ Tall City VFW Post 7208,
1303 E. Taylor, bingo games 7
p.m. Mondays and Tuesdays.

Toastmasters Clubs

@ Slyker's Professional
Toastmasters Club, 10 a.m.
second and fourth Saturdays,
Texas Tech University Health
Science Building, Room 1C12
(west side), 800 W. Fourthth
St., Odessa; 522-2716,
markm1936-slykefs1 @yahoo.
com, hitp://slykersprofessional-
toastmastersciub.blogspot.com.

@ Pop-Up Toasters Toast-
masters Club., 6:30 a.m.

Tuesdays at First Presbyterian

- Church's Family Life Center —

Room 228, 800 W. Texas Ave.;
432-242-2061 or popuptoast-

ers @gmail.com.

@ Permian Toastmasters
1509, noon Fridays at Midiand
Hispanic Chamber of Com-
merce, 208 S. Marienfeld;
Celeste Perez, 682-2960 or
celeste @ midiandhcc.com.

Aicoholics Anonymous —

hotline 580-7868.

W Serenity Group, 8 p.m.
daily, 3101 N. A St., Building C;
685-3100.

8 710 Group, 7 a.m., noon
and 8 p.m. Wednesdays, 710
Ohio Ave.; 682-8162.

® Alpha Omega, 8 p.m Tues-

‘days and 11 a.m.

Saturdays
and Sundays, 311 S. Pecos St.
| 12-Step Group of Alcohol-
ics Anonymous, 7:30 p.m.
Mondays and Tuesdays, 10
a.m. Saturdays; 206 N. Midkiff
Road; 697-0272.

Narcotics Anonymous —

@ Laundry Group, 8 p.m.
daily and noon Mondays,
Wednesdays and Fridays, 104
N. Marshall St. :

B Xodus Group, 5:30 p.m.
Sundays, Mondays, Tuesdays,
Thursdays and Fridays, 7 a.m.
and 8:30 p.m. Wednesdays
and 8:30 p.m. Saturdays, 206
N. Midkiff Road.

® CODA Group, 12-step
program for relationships, 7
p.m. Thursdays, 206 N. Midkiff
Road; 697-0272.

@ La Hacienda Alumni, sup-
port group for former patients,
7 p.m. Thursdays, 206 N.
Midkiff Road; 697-0272.

Dance clubs

@ Tall City Cloggers, 6:30
p.m. Mondays at the M-
Squarena Dance Hall, 2800
W. CR 130; Lynn Meyers,
528-0374.

@ Permian Basin Dance
Club, 7:30 p.m. Tuesdays, St.
Stephen’s Catholic Church;
cost is $5 for members, $6 for
non-members; 520-4343.

Seeking funding from the city?

The city of Midland is :
accepting apphcations from
agencies that wish to seek
funding in the city’s budget
for FY 2013-14. Each year,
the city budgets funds for

hotel/motel, city develop-
ment and non-departmental

activities. Nineteen agencies

are currently receiving funding
through this process.

Can’t Move?

Improve with Accent

gmzm Granite & Marble

you with vour next remodel '
- Vanities - Bartops - Fireplace Surrounds

"°""‘§c #’%‘%“WS Road) » 0desa, TX 78785
- (432) 563-3(!)4 | -
accent-ganite.com

Shoviroom ¢ Indoor Slab

PRESENTED BY

DESERT ANGLERS

e A . e e e m—

FLY SHOP

. FLY ROD

1 1 GIVEAWAY

CASTING
“LESSONS FROM
A MASTER
INSTRUCTOR
- OFFERED
MARCH 23 & 24

, (CALL SHOP FOR TIME)

The three categories for
funding include:

@ Promotion of tourism and
the hotel industry (i.e. Com-
memorative Air Force, Arts
Council of Midland, Midiand
Convention and Visitors

FRANKLIN FOLIAGE

Midiand College B.E.D.C.)

@ Agencies that are an
extension of city services (i.e.
Midland Teen Court and Perm-
ian Basin Community Centers
of Midland)

Deadline to submit applica-
tions is March 27. Applications
are available by calling Amy
Turner, city secretary, at 685-
7432.

LANDSCAPIN

“Serving West Texas Since 1981"

Landscape & Water Features that Conserve Water, I 685'3521 | &

. Outdoor Rooms, Low Voltage Lighting Systems

,'l

Parking

February 2013: $172,870

February 2012: $165,673

Percent difference: 4.3

Year to date: $921,.599
(5.0 percent increase from

2011-12) + 6141000
February % 3L .
February 2010: $126,394
February 2009: $135,173

Source: City of Midiand

Basin PBS Campaign
update
Basin PBS invites its
membership, supporters and
community members of West
Texas 10 aid in reaching the

$2.7 million dollar capital cam-

pmm lhruha‘l

moving Basin hbt
whwiohh
Ritz Theater in downtown Mid-
land. Basin PBS is 85 percent

of the its goal of
way 1o its goal of $2,7

MPBShnnmlbo‘r
of opportunities avallable for
anyone interested to give.

There are two ways 1o
make a commitment to Basin
PBS: Call 563-5728 or go to

basinpbs.org/campaign.php for
more information.

Midiand County Child Wel-
fare Board is sponsoring its
fifth-annual Biue Ribbon Run
5 — the Race to End Child
Abuse as part of its mission
to raise awareness about the
problem of child abuse.

The race will take place
April 13 at Midland College.

It begins at Allison Fine Aris
building parking lot. Registra-
tion begins at 7:30 a.m. The
1KFun Run is at 8:30 a.m. and
the 5K run/walk is at 9 a.m.

The registration fee for
participants 15 and over is
$20 before April 12 and $25
the day of the race. The fee
includes a T-shirt. The event is
free for those under 15 without
a T-shirt and $10 with a T-shirt.

Register online at Permian
Basin Running Club website
with active.com. pbrunning-
club.tripod.comvcalendar

For more information, call
Shelly Worrell at 553-9363 or
Patricia Neison at 631-2872.

Basin PBS Campaign

Home Hospice's annual
Butterfly Release and Family
Celebration is 2-4 p.m. April
20 Carrasco Room at the
Scharbauer Student Center at
Midiand College. To have a but-
terfly released in memory of a
loved one, call 570-0700. A $25
donation may be made to the
Hospice House Foundation.

Celebrations also are
planned for Andrews, April
21; Odessa, April 27; and Big

Spring, April 28.

www.frankilinfoliage.com

The world’s largest fruit are giant kins.The world
h record is 1,061 lg
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Thete are more bacteria in your mouth than people on the earth.
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a tax base to make up for
the cuts.

The federal Indian Health
Service, which serves 2.1
million tribal members,
said it would be foreed to
slash its number of patient
visits by more than 800,000
per year. Tribal programs
under the U.S.
of Interior and the U S.
Bureau of Indian Affairs
that fund human services,
law enforcement, schools,
economic development and
natural resources stand to
lose almost $130 million
under the cuts, according
to the National Congress of
American Indians.

“We will see significant
impacts almost immediate-
ly,” Interior Secretary Ken
Salazar told The Associated
Press, referring to the BIA.
“We will have to furlough
some employees. It will
mean that there’s going
to be a slowing down of
the processing of applica-
tions, and so there will be
an impact on the work that
the BIA does on behalf of
Indian Country.”

The timing and magni-
tude of most of the cuts are
uncestain as Congress looks
for a way to keep the gov-
ernment operating beyond
March 27 with no budget
in place. In the meantime.
tribes across the country are
preparing for the worst.

Some are better-posi-
tioned than others.

In northwestern New
Mexico’s McKinley
County, where about a
third of the population lives
below the federal poverty
level, the Gallup-McKinley
County School Dastrict
1s facing a $2 million hat.
The cuts could result in job
losses and more crowded
classrooms. The district
that draws mostly Navajo
students from reservation
land not subject to state
property taxes relies heavily
on federal funding to pay
its teachers and provide
textbooks to students.

This image provided by The Sicangu Eyapaha

shows the common area at the new Rosebud Sioux Tribe Adult Correctional Facility,

Wolakota Elkupi Oti, on the Rosebud Reservation near Rosebud, S.D., in January 2013. The opening and staffing may be in question

because of budget cuts.

“To me, it seems very un-
fair that one of the poorest
counties with one of highest
Native enrollment in the
country has to be impacted
the most by sequestration,”
said district superintendent
Ray Arsenault. “We are
very poor, we’'re very rural,
and it’s going to hurt us
much more.”

The district faced enor-
mous public pressure when
it wanted to close schools
on the Navajo Nation
because of budget short-
falls, so it won’t go that
route under looming cuts,
Arsenault said. Instead, he
would look to reduce his
1,800 employees by 200
— mostly teachers — and
add a handful of students to
each classroom.

The Red Lake Band
Of Chippewa Indians in
northern Minnesota expects
22 jobs. mostly 1n law
enforcement, will be lost
immediately. Tribal Chaur-
man Floyd Jourdain Jr. said
police already operate at
a level considered unsafe
by the BIA: Deeper cuts
forecast for later this year
will increase job losses
to 39, and “public safety
operations at Red Lake will
collapse.” he said.

On the Rosebud Indian
Reservation in south-central
South Dakota, a new $25
million, 67.500-square fool
jail that was to provide
cultural and spintual well-
ness programs for tnbal
members charged with
crimes sits empty. The an-
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nual operating budget of $5 The National Indian health care programs. The
million would be reduced Education Association said  tribe put a freeze on nones-
to around $840,000 because the cuts to federal impact sential hires and halted
of the automatic budget aid will affect the operation  most travel and training
cuts, said jail administrator  of 710 schools that serve for tribal employees. The
Melissa Eagle Bear. about 115,000 American tribe’s $600 million budget
“I don’t think this 1s In- Indian students. Those for services and programs
tentional, but I do feel like cuts would be immediate comes largely from federal
it’s the government’s way because the money 1s al- funds, but tribal businesses

located in the same school
year it 1s spent.

also post annual revenues 1n

of controlling things,” she
the same amount that have

said. “They definitely have

control, and we’re going In Oklahoma, the been used to fill in gaps,

to keep going. ... | know Cherokee Nation said 1t 1s said Principal Chief Bill
Indian people. We tend to well-poised to handle cuts John Baker.

survive off what resources to its diabetes, housing re- “What this really 1s going

we have.” to boil down to mean i1s

habilitation, Head Start and

#" &fﬁﬁf' W
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he doesn’t believe Congress
as a whole understands the
potential impact to tribes
and the duty that federal
agencies have to meaning-
fully consult with them on
major actions. He and Re-
publican Rep. Don Young,
of Alaska, are urging their

cuts, particularly when 1t
comes to health care.

“It’s not about creating a
niche for American Indians.
It’s about addressing areas
in which need is great,”
Grijalva said.
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5:30 p.m. Tuesday
First floor boardroom
615 W. Missoun Ave.

Online this week

B New restaurant reports from the
city’s commercial kilchens are now
available 10 be viewed on Mywest-
Texas.com/restaurants.

B Check MyWestTexas.com
throughout the week for baseball photo
High, Greenwood High. Midiand Col-
lege among others.

8 Voice your opinion at Facebook.
com/TheReporter Telegram and vote in
our daily polls at MyWestTexas.com.

B The Reporter-Telegram will give
away free tickets Friday in Big Spring
to a Kenny Chesney show. Follow us at

Facebook.com/TheReporterTelegram
this week for more details.

The Reporter-Telegram provides
multiple avenues for your online
participation in the conversation hap-
pening in our community.

B Story comments: Once you fin-
ish the story, see what MyWestTexas
readers are writing at the comments
section.

Telegram.
B Twitter: Follow us or send us a

tweet via @mwinews or @ mwisports

and weigh in on the hot topic of the
day

Brian and Suzanne Sirgo, of Mid-
tand, will celebrate thewr 29th wedding
anniversary today.

St Patricl’s Day

. St. Patrick’s Day is celebrated on

March 17, the saint’s religious feast
day-and the anniversary of his death
n the fifth century. The Insh have ob-
served this day as a religous holiday
for more than 1,000 years.

On St. Patrick’s Day, which falls
during the Christian season of Lent,
church in the moming and celebrate
in the aftlernoon. Lenten prohibitions
against the consumption of meat were
waived and people would dance, drink
and feast — on the traditional meal of
Insh bacon and cabbage.

Lottery

Pick 3 day: 0-5-4

Pick 3 night: 6-4-6

Dally 4 day: 1-1-2-2

Dally 4 night: 8-7-7-8

Cash Five: 15-17-18-24-27

Lotio Texas: 2-8-22-29-35-38

Powsrball: 3-7-21-44-53 PB: 16

All or (moming): 1-4-6-7-
10-13-14-15-17-18-21-2

Al or Nothing (day): 1-4-58-8-10-

12-31‘0-1&21-&
or 269
11-12-13-16-17-18-20-23-24

All or Nothing (night): 1-2-4-5-6-
7-8-10-11-15-19-21

l
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of 1881 when the T&P

Railway survey was filed in

Tom Green County by the

Midland Town Company.

Even then, the prospect

of a separate county and

courthouse location was

envisioned because Block

55 of the plat for Midland

was designated as the public

square.

Vision became reality in

February 1885 by special

act of the Texas Legisla-

ture that specified an area

of 900 square miles out of for sacramental purposes

Tom Green CDI.II'II)I to be and alcohohc stimulants

known as Midland County. S medicine in cases of

By June, county officials actual sickness under wrt-

were elected, and on Aug. ten prescription of a _ngular

11, 1885, the minutes of practicing physician.

the Midland County Com- It was also in that court-

missioners’ Court reflect hpusc l!"m the Commus-

that the Midland Town v _Co;m ichedﬂed

Com agreed to donate &N €lection for June 14,

$3.(I|:S!tg build a court- 1905, to determine whether

house and jail on Block 55  Midland County should

in the town of Midland, issue $30,000 in bonds pay-

provided that Midland was ~ 2ble in 20 years at 4 percent

designated as the county interest to pro\;_lde for the

seat. The warranty deed to construction o a new court-

Midland County specified house. The election was 110

that the land was to be used ~ for and 15 against.

m‘;m nia MIDLAND’S SECOND
COURTHOUSE

MIDLAND’S FIRST

COURTHOUSE The second courthouse,
constructed on the same

Initially, the Commis- land as the first one, was

sioners’ Court decided that  built by William Martin,
of Comanche. His bid for

the courthouse and jail |

should be constructed of construction was $26.000.
adobe. However, that notion ~ 1he corrarstone was laid by
soon was abandoned. and Masonic Fratemity Lodge
on Sept. 9, 1885, the firm 623, of Midland, and the

of Hunter and Weller was red sandstone courthouse
awarded the bid to build was ready for occupancy in
a wood-frame courthbuse September 1906.

for $2,934.65. Constructed Inside this second court-

‘'on the same land dedicated house, Midlanders would

as the public square, the have discussed the great San
Commissioners’ Court Francisco earthquake, the
on Nov. 11 authorized G. events of World War I and
W. Guisinger “to give the the discovery by Howard
courthouse the third coat Carter of the tomb of Tut-
of paint for the sum of 42 ankhamen.
dollars.” Business inside the court-
That gabled-roof court- house included the murder
house served Midland for trial of Cecil Young, of

Barstow. Although the death

19 years. It was in that
of W.M. Cleghom happened

courthouse in 1890 that

a jury of 12 Midlanders in Ward County, efforts to
assessed the first death seat an impartial jury failed
penalty in the county. And in that county eight months
on those same courthouse later, so the case was moved
grounds about a year later. to Midland. The indictment
the only public execution charged that Cecil Young
ever in Midland took place.  “did unlawfully with malice

It was in that courthouse on  aforethought, kill W. M.

June 23, 1903, that permis-  Cleghom with a pistol.”
sion was given to the Auto- The evidence at tnal
matic Telephone Company  showed Young had been
of Midland to use streets threatened previously by

and alleys “to erect poles Cleghomn and was fearful of

and wires for a telephone « him. Young was on his way
exchange.” ' to the post office the mom-
- Alsp, inside that court- ing of the shooting, and on

house on Feb. 15, 1905, the  approaching the building,
application of A.H. Massey  he saw Cleghorn squatted

for a Confederate soldier’s down. As their eyes met,

pension was confirmed. In Cleghom stood up, went to
| that courthouse the Com- his horse and reached for

the 1905 election to pro- that action as a threat to his

hibit the sale of intoxicat- . - _life, Young drew his pistol
ing liguor in Precinct 1,an  and fired, wound-
election ing in favor of ing Sept. 18,
prohibition by a vote of 92 1909, inside the red sand-
for and 58 against. Excepted stone courthouse, a Midland
from the jury returned its verdict of

not guilty by reason of self-

defense.

Shortly after that tnal, an
election was held in Mid-
land to determine whether
the county should 1ssue
bonds for the construction
of a new courthouse. The
voters approvet the 1ssu-
ance of bonds by a vote of
418 to 258. Plans for the
new courthouse were drawn
by the architectural firm of
Voelcker & Dixon.

Contemplating the re-
moval of the red sandstone
courthouse. commissioners
rejected demolition bids of
$1,250 and of $975 as being
too costly. Ultimately, the
bid went to Emest Woods
who offered to wreck and
remove the old building for
$1 and to do so within 30
days.

That being done, the
quarried stones were
removed, some to the 1n-
tersection of Colorado and
Michigan avenues where
two houses were built on
the west side of Colorado
using the old courthouse

 blocks. One of the houses

is still there; the onginal
stones have been painted
yellow. Other reminders
of the red courthouse can
be seen around town — a
warehouse on New York
Street, a fence on Illinois
Avenue and a 50-pound
stone from that courthouse
in the comer of the 238th
District Court judge’s
chambers.

MIDLAND’S THIRD
COURTHOUSE

With the demolition of
the second courthouse, the
county COmmissioners con-
tracted for the construction
of Midland’s third court-
house. Voelcker & Dixon’s
architectural plans for the
Art Deco building were im-
plemented by the contractor,
JO.E of Dallas, at a
cost of'$211,580.

The thipd courthouse was
a good example of 1930s ar-
chitecture. Sculpted into the
limestone blocks beneath
the cornice, adjacent to
fourth-story windows are
American eagles staring out
as if keeping a watchful
on the handsome building.

During the use of the
third courthouse, Midland

was designated by
the Legislature as the 142nd
that, Midland County was
of the 70th Judicial

o SN

Among the decisions made
inside the third courthouse
by the Commissioners’
Court was the purchase of

a brand new county vehicle
— a 1954 Studebaker Com-
mander V8 four-door sedan
with radio, heater, oil filter
and automatic transmission.
The price was $2,754.39.

There in 1954, the com-
missioners adopted a resolu-
tion calling on the governor,
senators and representa-
tives in Congress “to take
steps to obtain relief from
the drought that continues
unabated.” Inside the third
courthouse, the distnict court
heard arguments 1n cases
represented by nationally
acclaimed attorneys Percy
Foreman and Louis Nizer.
There, too, in 1954 the
indictment of Harry Butcher
for rape was tnied.

The jury found him
guilty and assessed his
punishment as death in the
electric chair. At the age of
29, Harry Butcher died in
the electric chair in Hunts-
ville, 13 months after being
sentenced to death in the
Midland courthouse. When
the Texas Penal Code was
rewritten in 1972, the death
penalty could be sought
only in specifically defined
cases of murder.

THE MAKEOVER OF THE
THIRD COURTHOUSE

On Jan. 11, 1971, the
county COmMmissioners ap-
proved a renovation of the
1930 building, converting
the former fourth-floor jail
into a district courtroom,
library and district attorney
offices. A new fifth floor
was added for a jail to house
as many as 103 people. The
cost approved for renova-
tion was $1.95 million.

One of the cases of high
notoriety in the renovated
courthouse was the State of
Texas vs. Clarence Lackey,
another change of venue
trial. Lackey was charged
with the brutal slaying of
a 20-year-old Lubbock
woman, and public feeling
was so strong in Lubbock
that the case was moved to
San Angelo. In that trial a
dant and assessed the death
penalty. Lackey’s convic-

® i ; ;

n

The first courthouse, top left, the second courthouse, top right, and the renovation of the third courthouse, above, are pictured.

guilty and again assessed
the death penalty. Lackey
died by lethal injection in
Huntsville in 1997.

Population growth 1n
the Permian Basin and the
increased filings of civil and
criminal cases generated
more business than could be
heard in Midland courtS in a
timely manner.

Midland County grew
from a single county court
and one district court In
1955 to two additional
county courts at law, five
district courts and two as-
sociate judge courts. Space
became an insoluble prob-
lem for litigants, jurors and
courthouse personnel. So, 1n
September 2010 all courts
moved into the 11-story
building at Main Street and
Michigan
Avenue.

The 1930 courthouse
remains intact, concealed
from view onlv by the exte-
rior renovation in the 1970s.
In 2007 the Texas His-
torical Commission came
to Midland to examine the
status of the 1930 structure.
Architects got inside the
renovation facade and found
the extenior of the onginal
building to be intact, the
sculpted eagles hidden from
view but undisturbed.

Although expensive to
restore, the commission ar-
chitects found the building
to be restorable. The thals,
the weddings and the events
inside the former court-
house tell much of Mid-
land’s growth and character.
The building now stands
as an important symbol of
the rich henitage Midland-
ers enjoy. Today, except
for the fifth-floor jail, the
old courthouse sits vacant,
awaiting the wrecking ball
or historical preservation.

The National Trust
for Historic Preservation
has said “when historic
buildings are torn down or
allowed to deteriorate, a
part of our past disappears
forever.

When that happens, we
lose history that helps us
know who we are.” When
the fifth-floor jail is vacated

. permanently in the near

future, the Commissioners’
Court will decide the fate of

tion was reversed on appeal ’ '
and the case was retried, Midland’s f
this time in Midland. In the - OUThoUse. .
in May 1983, a jury of 12 proviously ob mprad g
‘ 4 hb
| i * Greaves was also skeptical of
He said parking is the problem,
- mot the lack of restaurants or
iid be . “There are things to do in
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by Russia. Yet the ramped up its criticism of -

decision also could pro- Obama’s revisions, which : ' o ‘ mm“tom‘
vide a potential opening are backed by NATO, and proposed Energy Tower at the historical building.
for new arms control talks. _' A claims the fourth and last m ' Cqmmsm "Thlithehlh

The Obama adminis- Missile-defense has been  planned upgrade of the the citizens ﬁ tcome  ishing the old courthouse, where | " my marmage
tration on Friday cited a contentious issue since interceptors would be able | forward in those two years Bradford said Midland license in,” Bradford said
development problems President George W. Bush  to stop its intercontinental | with viable m County, via a unanimous as he gazed at the old
and a lack of money in an-  sought to base 1008"3““’ missiles launched at the McDaniel said. Commissioners’ Court courthouse. oo
nouncing the cancellation interceptors in Central U.S. and undermine Rus- According to an article vote, is on record that they Midkiff, who got Perry
of the mlcrceptm set to Em o Stﬂp Iranian sia’s nuclear deter!‘em. about the mlm of the would not vote to tear to Mmly Ieml the old
be deployed in Poland and  missiles from reaching Whether or not it was Midland County Court- the courthouse down for courthouse’s demise. said
possibly Romania early the U.S. Russia belicved intended to, the decision 10 | poyges, written by the late  county purposes. Rather, it he believes Bradford wants
next decade. the program was aimed at  cancel plans for the long- | judge John Hyde and pub- s the city’s call to demol-  to preserve the building.

Russian officials sus- countering its own mis- range interceptors will lished on Aug 7,2011,the ish it. he said. Midkiff was not sur-
pected that the interceptors  siles and undermining its help the pfesident’s arms deed to “Block S5 of the “We exhausted every prised when Perry an-
were a counter to their nuclear deterrent. control goals. Original Town Addition,” idea that we thought of swered his gquestion on
missiles and had indicated Obama reworked the A senior State Depart- given to the county by the  that was given to us by Wednesday, he said. He
that they would not con- Bush administration’s plan ment official, speaking Midland Town Company, citizens (and) by other then went on to criticize
sider further nuclear arms soon after taking office on condition of anonym- stated that the land could communities. and there modern buildings, claim-
cuts unless their concerns in 2009. He canceled an ity because of diplomatic be used only for court- are mn takers:' Bradford ing that they are made of
were resolved. earlier interceptor planned  sensitivities, said that house and jail purposes. ssid “And tl;at includes an  synthetic material, rather -

Defense Secretary for Poland and radar in the Poland and Romanmia were | |p the case of Midland offe; the county made to than “pretty woodwork”
Chuck Hagel said the Czech Republic, replacing  informed of the decision County v. the unknown the historical group, to Mr.  or good material. He made
cancellation was part of the high-speed intercep- ahead of the announce- assigns and stockhold- McDaniel.” ' a bold prediction, say-
an overall restructuring tors with slower ones that ment, but that Russia was ers of the Midland Town As for the historical des- ing that the new building
of missile defense plans could stop lran’s medium-  not. | Company, the judge ruled  jgnation of the old court- won’t last forever.
aimed at stopping missiles  range missiles. “Canceling Phase 4 on June 21. 2011. that the
from North Korea and Under Obama’s plan, opens the door to another restrictions on the use of {
Iran. : the interceptors were to be rounlld of U.S.;Edussian | the property are invalid

He made no reference u ded gradually over nuclear arms reductions,” and were removed from
to Russia’s nbjection;u to fgtﬁhases. culminating said Tom Collina, resgarch | the title. 2013 Lenten l_U“Ch
the European plans, but early next decade with director at the Arms Con- County Judee Mike
said that other parts of lhOS)l:: intended to pro- trol Association. “We give Bmdfo,g saidgthe purpose concert senes

rogram in Europe would tect both Europe and the up nothing since Phase 4 | e
ﬁ]ﬁfﬂ forward and that the  United states,pe wr;s not panning out any- ~, February 27 - Ricky R"ﬂﬁ? » - x

U.S. commitment to mis-

sile defense in the region comed the changes to the the United States.” W ';hfh b ‘f‘{%“&?ﬁm | ' "-i'a'-
“remains ironclad.” ;I']:;r FHeRne dw' - ”’h' -
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Russia initially wel-

But Moscow has

way. This is a win-win for

to be demolished, looking
outside his office window

.F;l"r;

/B

_ ializ in: - |
YOU CAN ONEY SELT IT ONCE. ~ New items

Half-hour concerts at Noon on dene.'-damm
WHY NOTGETALLYOU CAN, \ SRS Sy e arriving dady lunch available 30 minutes before and after for $7.

W!W-MMIMF.‘“

gy ! : Abdominal Pain / Acid Reflux * Emphysema / Asthma Bronchitis

OLD GOLD, SILVER, COINS, ETC.
Leading The Way Since 1984.
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