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MISD proposes 2.5 percent salary increase for staff

District still looking to fill more than 80 teaching positions before school year starts

By Cassie Burton

cburton@ mrt.com

The MISD board of trustees agreed
on a proposed budget Monday night that
includes a 2.5 percent salary increase for
all MISD staff, including more than 80
teachers that have yet to be hired with two
weeks left before the start of school.

Executive Director of Human Resources
Ed Zachary reported to the board that the
district is still trying to fill between 84
and 86 teaching positions. The first day of
school is Aug. 26.

The teacher openings comes even after
MISD chose not to fill 32 teaching posi-

tions left open bécause of voluntary attn-
tion, according to Chief Academic Officer
Patrick Jones.

Of the 84-86 positions to be filled,
more than 50 are at the elementary level
because of the three new schools that will
open later this month.

Even as the district searches for new
teachers, the board approved the $231.6
million budget proposal for the upcoming
year on Monday that includes the salary
increase for all current teachers, admin-
istration and support staff (like custodial
and cafeteria employees). As recently
as May, district officials had said salan
increases coald be frozen too, but Super

i ——

intendent Ryder Warren said the salary
increases were necessary to keep MISD's
salaries competitive with comparable
school districts.

A teacher with no expenence and a
bachelor’s degree is set to make $49,050
under the proposed salary structure.

The board passed the measure under the
assumption that the 84-86 teaching posi-
tions will be filled.

The increase in projected expenditures
comes as the district anticipates an enroll-
ment drop of 695 students, which equates
to a financial loss of $3.5 million for the
district. The budget also accounts for the
$54 million that MISD may owe to the

state because of its Chapter 41 (property-
wealthy) status.

For the seventh consecutive year, the
board voted to keep the property tax rate
at |1.14005 cents per $100 valuation.

The decision to keep the rate the same
comes at a cnitical ime, according to War-
ren, because the board wants to see if the
Texas Supreme Court will rule the state’s
recapture payment unconstitutional. Oral
arguments begin in September

A public meeting for the proposed bud-
get 1s scheduled for Aug. 24 at 5:30 p.m

Follow Cassie on Twirter at @ Cassie
Burton51 or on Facebook at /CassieBur-
tonl 5

Midland
Wal-Mart

stores to
reduce hours

By Rye Druzin

rdru-in@ mrt.com

Emergency landing

Midland s southside Wal-Mart wll
reduce 1ts hours from 24 hours a day to 6
a.m. to midnight as of Sunday, allowing
the store to ready itself for the next day,
according to a company spokesman

The store 1s part of a pilot program
involving approximately 200 out of the
company s 4,500 stores nationwide where
hours will be reduced “to make sure the
store 1s in great shape for customers dur
ing peak shopping hours when we serve
them the most,” according to Bnan Nick.
Wal-Man director of national media rela-
tons.

“We analyzed their shopping patterns
and made the decision that we would
prefer to utilize those resources dunng
those few hours overnight so that we're
getung stores ready for the next day when
customer shopping patterns are highest.
Nick said in a phone interview

The change will also affect the
northside Wal-Manrt, which was closed
suddenly in April along with four other
Wal-Mart stores nationwide

He also said that the change 10 hours
will not necessarily mean that Wal-Man
employees will face layoffs at the south-
side store

“You'll have a store reopening soon.
and if there's other area stores where
people would prefer to transfer to that s
an option as well,” he said. “The over-
all count during the overnight hours 1s
already smaller than during peak hours
— for starters; there's only a couple of
positions that are affected.”

When asked if the hour reduction has
to do with the slowdown n the local
economy and possible falling revenue,
Nick said there wasn't a connection
because the change is happening to hun-
dreds of Wal-Mart stores nationally

Nick said the company still hopes to
reopen the northside Wal-Mart by the

James Durbin/Reporter- Telegram
that crash landed in a fieild at Windlands Park near Wadiey Avenue and “A’

mwnymeumm. on a
. The piiot received minor injuries In the crash.

Street, but he walked away the crash with no injunes,

Painter involved in gyrocopter crash

By Rye Druzin
rdruzin@mrt.com

interview. “We just went to the ground
really quick. “The pilot did everything
he could, and when he saw he couldn't
power out of it he pulled back and we
landed on the landing gear. When it went
forward it knocked the nose wheel off
and bounded off to the right, turned the
rotor into the ground and that was it."”
Bustilloz confirmed that a call was
received a little after | p.m. about a small
aircraft crash in Windlands Park involv-
ing two occupants. The Department of
Public Safety is investigating the crash.
A gyrocopier, or gyroplane, is “a heavi-
er-than-air aircraft supported in flight by
the reactions of the air on one or more

rotors which rotate freely on substantially
vertical axes,” according to the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration’s website.
Gyrocopters use a powered propeller in
the back to create forward force, while an
unpowered rotor on top uses autorotation
to create lift. They can accommodate one
or two people.

Painter said that he had met the pilot
last month at the |1 37th annual Sheniff's

ining Conference & Expo in San An-
tonio. While the sheriff did not identify
the man nor the company he worked for.
he said the pilot had been in the area and

Please see CRASHMA

Midland County Sheriff Gary Painter

Please see HOURS/MEA
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By Juan A. Lozano
Associated Press

HOUSTON — A Houston
woman who was held captive
by a man she had ence been in a
with sent a text to her
she was being held

o papoio S phoading fos help
mmmulu.m

children and her husband.
“My heart goes out to the moth-
er who received the text from her
that she was in trouble,

would do and called 911,
Harris District Attorney Devon

"Anderson said Monday.

Valerie Jackson's mother placed
that call ta the Harris County
Sheriff”s Office in Houston.
Deputies eventually forced their
way into the home where a man
with a violent criminal history,
David Conley, had held the family
captive on Saturday but retreated
when Conley fired on them. Hours
later, Conley gave himself up, al-
lowing deputies to enter the home
and make the gruesome discovery
of the bodies. All had been shot
in the head and most had been
handcuffed.

“Anytime you hear about some-
thing that’s this heinous, anytime
you hear about the death of this
many children in a single event,
it is hard. It’s hard,” said Alycia
Harvey, the lead prosecutor in the
case.

Conley, 48, who has been
charged with capital murder, stood
handcuffed, shackled and wearing
a yellow jumpsuit during his first
court appearance on Monday. His
court appointed attorney, Joseph
Scardino, did not immediately

return a phone call seeking com-
ment.

While the sheriff's office has
said problems between Conley
and Jackson might have led to the
shooting, Harvey declined to offer
more details on the motive.

Neighbors on Monday said they
were aware of the family’s trou-
bled history of domestic violence,
with prior police visits and contact
with Child Protective Services.

Along with Jackson, 40, those
killed were identified as her
husband Dewayne Jackson, 50;
and their chridren Dewayne,

10; Honesty, 11:; Caleb, 9; Trin-
ity, 7; and Jonah, 6. Also killed
was |3-year-old, Nathamel, who
was believed to be Conley's son
from the relationship with Valerie
Jackson.

Authorities and neighbors said
Valerie Jackson and Conley had
recently ended their relationship
and that she had reunited with

in Houston. A
shot in the head
a

Dewayne Jackson Sr. Last month,
Conley was charged with assault
after allegedly pushing Val-

erie Jackson’s head against their
home's refrigerator. In 2013, Con-
ley was charged with aggravated
assault for threatening Jackson
with a knife. He pleaded guilty
and was sentenced to nine months
in the county jail.

Vilma Flores, 61, who lives next
door to Jackson and Conley, said
the home was troubled.

“They didn’t take care of (their
children.) The two would go to the
store or somewhere else and they
would leave them alone,” she said.

Carlos Sanchez, who lived
across the street from the family,
said he would sometimes see the
youngest child, Jonah, playing in
the street with his siblings and no
adults around.

Sanchez said that last year he
found the couple’s |3-year-old son
Nathaniel in their neighborhood

acnnllydomythmgtoprevenl i,
Sanchez said.
Sgt. Craig Clopton, the lcad

mwx said Sunday he can’t
the exact parameters of
those decisions.”

“There are certain circumstances
when we can make entry and
certain circumstances where we
can’t. Even we want to,
sometimes the law ibits that.
... It wasn’t until o looked
in the window and actually saw
somebody injured that the deci-
sion was made that now we have
enough to go in.”

Investigators have declined to
say when on Saturday the victims
were shot or if any victims were
alive when deputies first tried to
enter the home.

Anderson said it would be three
to four months before her office
decides whether to seek the death
penalty against Conley.
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GEORGETOWN
Inmate found dead
in Williamson
County jail

Texas Rangers are in-
vestigating the death of an
inmate in the Willhlamson
County Jail.

The shenff’s department
in the county north of Aus-
tin said authontes believe
the pnisoner, Francisco
Vasquez, committed suicide
Saturday hours after he was
brought in following his
arrest by Cedar Park police
for misdemeanor dnving
while intoxicated.

Shenff’s spokesman Fred
Thomas told the Austin
Amernican-Statesman the
54-year-old Vasquez had
not been on suicide watch
and there was nothing to in-
dicate he should have been.
Thomas said Vasquez was
found unconscious Satur-
day afternoon. He had been
alone in a holding cell in
the jail's booking area and
preliminary investigation
indhcates death by asphyxi-
ation.

An autopsy has been
ordered.

HOUSTON
Officer, 95, dies
2 weeks after
headquarters
named for him

One of the first African-
Americans on the police
force in Houston has died
two weeks after police
headquarters was named in
his honor.

The department said
Edward Thomas died of
natural causes Monday.

He was 95.

Thomas, known through

the department as Mr.
Thomas, attended the cer-

emonies July 27 to mark his

ing in downtown Houston.
He uated in 1948
form the first police cadet
class, then worked 63 years
for the department, eaming
numerous awards, com-
mendations and letters of

el'lyymo'flmcm the

department was a place of
l?tlﬂcmmchimnum—

thChtlesMcClcl
ldddluinlﬂmd

Houston i1s “a better place
for having had him as an
officer.”

KILLEEN
3 shot in what
police call double
murder-suicide

Police in Killeen in Cen-
tral Texas said the shooting
deaths of three people ap-
pear to be a double murder
and suicide and the result of
a domestic disturbance.

The victims initially have
been identified only as two
women, 24- and 38-year-
old sisters, and a man also
38.

Authonties said the man
and older woman. described
as husband and wife,
were found dead inside
the home. Detectives said
the younger woman was
trying to flee the home late
Sunday afternoon when she
was shot. Officers respond-
ing to a 911 call found her
wounded on a driveway.
She was taken to a hospital
at nearby Fort Hood and
died there.

Police saixd Monday
other people were inside the
house but were not injured.

No names have been
released

ARLINGTON

Footage shows Texas

football player at lot
before his death

Security footage taken
before a Texas college
football player was fatally
shot by a police officer
shows the 19-year-old
breaking into a car and lat-
er crashing his own vehicle
into the glass showroom.

.

Arlington police said of-
ficers arriving to a burglary
call found Christian Taylor
roaming inside the dealer-
ship’s showroom early
Friday moming. Police
have said he refused to
surrender and then tned to
escape.

The car dealership,
which released the footage
Monday to The Associated
Press, said it had no foot-
ag= of the showroom.

The footage from the
lot showed Taylor parking
outside a gate and walking
onto the lot. After breaking
out the windshield of a ve-
hicle on the lot, he returns
to his own vehicle, driving
it through the gate and then
into the glass showroom.

MCALLEN
Rio Grande Valley

charity gets tent for
immigrant surge

A Catholic charity that
operates an immigrant
relief center in McAllen
said they've had city work-
ers put up a tent because
number of people using the
center for overnight stays
has risen so sharply in the
last month.

Sister Norma Pimentel,
executive director of the
Catholic Chanties of the
Rio Grande Valley, told
The Monitor of McAllen
762 migrants at the center
in July topped last year's
peak by 29 percent.

She said the recent surge
began in late June. She re-
quested the 25-by-35-foot
tent last month to hold an
additional 35 people and
help keep men separate
from women and children.

Border Patrol spokes-
man Omar Zamor said the

, SPECIALISTS

Donald W. Floyd, MD
Board Certified Orthopedic Surgeon
Welcomes the Association of

agency is apprehending
monthly an average of

250 to 300 more people il-
legally entering the country
than in recent months.

DALLAS

Man charged in
2-year-old son’s
death in Dallas

A father has been
charged after Dallas police
said his 2-year-old son
died after he was left alone
in their apartment.

According to police,
Ayden Strange died Sun-
day and his 24-year-old
father was charged with
reckless injury to a child.

Dallas police said An-
tonio Strange told police
he had stepped outside his
apartment “for a moment”
and left the boy alone
Sunday morning. Strange
told police that when he
returned. he found the boy
unresponsive and called
911.

The toddler was trans-
ported to Charlton Method-
1st Medical Center around
11:40 a.m., where he was
pronounced dead. Accord-
ing to the Dallas County
medical examiner’s office,
the child’s cause of death
had not been determined as

of Sunday might.

AUSTIN
ERCOT peak
electricity demand
tops 69,000 MW for
1st time

Mlmgcrsofthc;::es
biggest electrical said
peak electricity demand
has 69,000 mega-
watts for the first time.
The Electric Reliability
Council of Texas, which
operates that grid that cov-
ers most of the state, said
demand peaked at 69,408
megawatts between 3 p.m.
and 4 p.m. on Monday,
then 69,783
between 4 p.m. and 5 p.m.
Those marks shattered
a record of 68,912 mega-
walts set between 4 p.m.
gg&mmmy. An
mtle:!smc

hot weather running air
conditioners.

ERCOT officials expect
demand to fall somewhat
later this week as tempera-
tures moderate somewhat.

Monday-Friday
mmimmm Odessa, TX 79768
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Associated Press

AUSTIN — Texas At-
torney General Ken Paxton
says a federal judge should
not hold him in contempt
over the state initially
refusing, but ultimately
agreeing, to reflect the
marmp of a gay couple

a death certificate.
lt is the latest conflict

surrounding Paxton since
the U.S. Supreme Court
legalized gay marriage
carlier this summer. Critics
have accused the Repub-
lican, a vocal opponent of
same-sex marriage, of re-
sisting the landmark ruling
by advising county clerks
in Texas that they could
refuse marriage licenses to
gay couples on religious

State health officials said
late Thursday they com-
plied with a court order to
amend the death certificate
of a Houston gay man’s
late husband. But that was
not before U.S. District
Judge Orlando Garcia
ordered Paxton to appear
in court and explain why
he shouldn’t be held in
contempt for enforcing
state laws that impede gay
marriage rights.

Paxton argued the:: is
“no authonity” for a consti-
tutional officer to be held

Texas officials amend
death certlﬁcate to
reflect gay union

in contempt for
legal advice to

Texas
of State Health

Services. He told the San

Antonio court that he did

not personally refuse to
amend the death certificate,
and only gave advice
to % health f ials.

or an

order homldmg the attorney
general in contempt is par-
ticularly striking,” Paxton’s
office told the court in a
filing late Thursday.

John Stone-Hoskins of
Conroe, whose husband
died in January, said the
death certificate initially
listed him as a “significant
other.” The couple married
last year in New Mexico.
Stone-Hoskins argued that
the Supreme Court deci-
sion means state records
such as death certificates
should recognize such
unions.

But Paxton’s office
counters that Stone-
Hoskins is pressing a
separate issue of whether
the state must retroactively
amend death certificates
that predate the Supreme
Court decisions.

Department of State
Health Services spokes-
woman Came Williams
said Friday she could not
speculate how this case
may affect similar requests
in the future.
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CORPUS CHRIST!I
Husband shot when
wife wakes up,
mistakes him for
stalker

A South Texas man 1s
nursing a gunshot wound to
the leg after he told police
his sleeping wife awakened,
took him for a stalker and
opened fire.

The woman is in Nueces
County Jail on suspicion of
aggravated assault Monday
after the Saturday incident.

A Corpus Chnsti police
spokesman said officers
arrived at the couple’s home
about 10 p.m. Saturday to
find the man lying in the
street bleeding from his left
leg.

Senior Officer Travis
Pace told the Corpus Chnisti
Caller-Times the man said
he was in bed with his wife
when she awakened and
thought he was a stalker.
Pace said the man told her
repeatedly who he was, but
the woman pursued him
with a gun, firing repeatedly,
hitting him once in the leg.

HELOTES
Horse rider dies in fall

into Bexar
County creek

Authorities have found
the body of a man who was
riding a horse that fell into a
creek on a private ranch.
The Bexar County Sher-
iff's office said 37-year-old
Jose Cosio and a |5-year-
old girl were on the horse
Sunday evening on the
ranch near Helotes north-

west of San Antonio when it

lost its footing and tumbled
down an embankment into
San Geronimo Creek.

The girl’s brother, who
was on a second horse,
rescued his sister but was
\bhm:‘sh&m
had searched overnight into
Monday. Water in the creek
can reach 20 feet deep.

Authorities said Cosio

worked at the ranch and was

familiar with the area.
The horse died in the fall
and its body also was recov-

ered Monday.

NEW MEXICO
Man convicted in a
fake driver’s license
ring in New Mexico

ALBUQUERQUE — A
man has been convicted in
a fake dniver’s license ning
in New Mexico and could
face up to 124 %; years in
prison when he’s sentenced
in November.

Prosecutors said Tin
Cheung was found guilty on
77 counts Monday.

Cheung was accused of
helping dozens of people
in the country illegally
get New Mexico dniver's
licenses.

He was among six defen-
dants charged with forg-
ery, conspiracy and other

charges.
They were accused of

advertisements i
New York newspapers in
2009 and 2010, promus-
ing New Mexico driver’s
licenses for $1,500.
The defendants also

allegedly leased multiple Al-

buquerque apartments and
used those addresses for the
false documents.

The New Mexico Motor
Vehicle Division ulumately
cancelled each fraudulently
obtained driver’s license.

NEW MEXICO
Man accused of

threatening pastor
with a knife

LAS CRUCES — A Las
Cruces man is in custody
fnr y threatening

s assistant pastor
wﬂluhnfe

Las Cruces police said
48-ye-'-o|dlmwsBmwd

e
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On June 12, 2014, Indiana Senate President Pro Tempore David
to amend the U.S. Constitution, at the Statehouse in Indianapolis
some want 10 use their growing state power 1o limit federal spending, and are considering a national constitutional convention, an idea
that hasn't been used since George Washington's

Ash

AP file photo

weicomes delegates meeting 10 set up the framework for states
epublicans win control of more legisiatures across the country,

Constitutional convention sparking
some buzz, but odds are still long

By Will Weissert

Associated Press

AUSTIN — With Re

. publicans controlling more
than half the staic 'egisla-
. tures across the country,

some want to use that
power to push for a federal
spending limit through a

. mechanism unused since

George Washington's day
Their plan: Persuade
enough states to call a
national constitutional
convention so that a

ment can be added to the
Constitution.

it would be a histornic
move. The United States
has not held a constitu-

tional convention since
- Washington himself led
. the onginal proceedings 1n
. Philadelphia in 1787

“Everywhere 1'd go at

town hall meetings. people

would say, ‘What are we
going to do? There's no
hope. How do we hx our
country” And the fact

1S, this gives great hope.”
said former U.S. Sen. Tom

- Coburn of Oklahoma. an

outspoken budget hawk
and longtime supporter of
a federal balanced budget
amendment

There also are nsks 1

the movement succeeds. A
' convention could expand

to take on mynad ssues
beyond the federal bud-
get, theluding campaign

- finance retfarm and other
' changes sought by Demo-

- crats.

Calling such an assem-

. bly would require approval
. from 34 states. The GOP

now controls both legisla-

tive chambers in 30.
Convention propos-

als were introduced or

discussed in about three

dozen legislatures this year

T wm— = m— e ———— = — e ——— — - = - = —_—

federal
. balanced budget amend-

and approved by three of
them. Over the past four
decades, 27 states have
endorsed the 1dea at one
time or another.

“There’s definitely
people who are very sen
ous about 1t.” said Michael
Leachman, director of state
fiscal research at the Wash-
ington-based nonprofit
Center on Budget and
Policy Prionties. “We re
seeing these resolutions get
debated in state legislatures
around a decent portion of
the country.

Stll, successtully calling
a constitutional convention
15 a longshot

Unlike other parts ol the
conservative agenda that
have sailed through GOP
statehouses. the conven-
tion debate 1s complicated
because 1t involves three
separate proposals that
have overlapping — but
not identical — goals. And
even some leading Repub-
licans consider a possible
convention oo unpredict
able 10 suppon

Backers of the 1dea hope
the presidential race will
stir more interest. Five ot
the Republican candidates
have spoken tavorably
about 1t.

GOP hopetuls Bobby
Jindal, Mike Huckabee and
John Kasich all have re-
cently endorsed convening
a constitutional conven-
tion. Rand Paul has said he
“wouldn’t have a problem”
with the states calling one
under Article V. Ted Cruz
said via Twitter in 2013
that “the possibility grows
more and more for a con-
stitutional convention

“It's becoming a presi-
dential 1ssue,” said Mark

Meckler. co-founder of Tea

Party Patnots. “Candidates
are being asked about 1t
Every state except

Vermont has a legal re-
quirement for a balanced
budget. but Congress does
not.

Under Article V of the
Constitution. adding an
amendment can be done
via a two-thirds vote of
Congress and then rati-
fication by three-fourths
of states, or 38. That’s
the way all the current
constitutional amendments
came about. but few could
imagine Congress passing
a balanced budget amend-
ment

That leaves a second op-
tion: calling a constitution
al convention. I'wo-thirds
of the states. or 34, would
have to request a national
assembly to draft amend-
ments. Any amendments
would subsequently have
to be ratihied by at least 38
states (o go nto effect.

Three different propos-
als seeking a constitutional
convention have been
circulating in statehouses

The one discussed most
often this year was the
“Convention of States”™
plan supported by Cobum
and Meckler. It seeks an
assembly with an agenda
that would include the bal-
anced budget amendment,
term Lhimits for offhces that
include the U.S. Supreme
Court and broad caps on
congressional taxation
authonty

Alabama this year
became the fourth state
10 approve it, and it was

discussed 1n at least 33 leg-

islatures. But the nsk that
Democratic pnonties also

could be considered dunng
a constitutional convention

was too scary for some.
including 1n Texas, where
the proposal died in the
state Senate this session
after passing the House
“1 was surpnsed at how

strong the fear of a run-
away convention was, said
state Sen. Paul Bettencourt,
a Houston Republican who
sponsored the proposal.

A more limited effort,
named the Compact for
America. 1s backed by
the Amencan Legisla-
tive Exchange Council.
which provides model
legislation for conserva-
tve lawmakers. It includes
only the balanced budget
amendment, which. at
least theoretically, could
discourage amendments
on other topics. So far, 1t
has been passed in Alaska.
Georgia, North Dakota and
Mississippi

['he third imtiative 1s
the oldest and closest 10
its 34-state goal. but also
1s the most unpredictable
In May. North Dakota
became the 27th approving
state. But that group also
in¢ ludes Democratic-lean-
ing states that would hke
(0 overtum the Supreme
Court's Citizens United
decision from 2010, which
allows corporations and
umions to spend unlimited
amounts dunng political
campaigns

Also. some states
approved the imtative
decades ago, when theur
political composition
was much different. That
means some of them could
rescind their approval 1if the
initiative draws closer to
the 34-state threshold

“There’s too many un
knowns,” said Pat Carlson
of the conservative Texas
Eagle Forum. “There are
people who are far to the
left and they are waiting
for this. Once the conven-
non is convened, there will
be no control over 1t”

UT task force: Move, or better explain, campus statue of Jefferson Davis

Associated Press

AUSTIN — A task force
recommended Monday
that the University of Texas
should move a Jefferson
Dawvis statue elsewhere on
campus, or at least add an

explanatory plaque with
histoncal context on why

the president of the Confed-

Austin campus’ south mall,
while also relocating other
statues of Confederate Civil
War figures. If the statues
stay put, the panel sug-
gested adding “explanatory
plagues that would enhance
the educational value of the
statues and provide histon-
cal context.”

Fenves said he will “thor-

Confederacy and Southern
patnotism, which swept
the South during the early
1900s.”

The question of what
0 do with the statues has
gained new focus as state
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governments and businesses
around the country have re-
moved Confederate symbols
following the recent mass
shooting of black church
members in Charleston,
South Carolina.
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Things to do

W ‘Permian Monsters Lite Belore
the Dinosaurs” through Aug. 21 at
Fredda Turner Durham

Poois today

B Doug Russell Aquatic Center.
900 N. Midiand Drive, closed

@ Washington Aquatic Center,
1601 E. Indiana Ave., noon 1o 9 p.m.;

Family night is from 7-8 p.m.

at 221-4864 or Joanna at 682-4229
B Midiand Optimist Club, noon,
Abuelo's; 685-7486
B Peer 10 Peer support group for

and their flamilies, 6 p.m_, Permian
Basin Community Center, 401 E
ilinois Ave., Suite 403; Wil Hog-
gard, 213-5342, william hoggard @
wicmhms.org

B ACT (X, 6:30 p.m_, Cole The-
ater. Carolyn Schooicraft, 685-7416

B Amencan Legion Post No. 19,

682-5511

B Tall City VFW Post 7208, 1303
E. Taylor, bingo games 7 p.m

B Permian Basin Coin and Stamp
Ciub, 7 p.m., Michael's Charcoal
Grill. Dave Taylor;550-9890 or www
midiangconNs. Com

B Midiand Quilters Guild meets 7
p.m., Alamo Heights Baptist Church
Fellowship Hall. For more information
call 694-0561

B Classic Movie Club, 7 p.m.. Ci-
gar Frog's, 216 N. Main St.; 687-1671

B Permian Basin Dance Club,
7.30 p.m.. St Stephen’'s Catholic
Church; 520-4343

MC Weicome Center

Midiand College is inviting the
community 1o the oficial launch of its
Weicome Center with a complemen-
tary ght lunch

The “Lunch & Launch” will take
place al noon today at the Weicome
Center. which 1s located in the
Scharbaver Student Center near the
MC Bookstore

MCRW meeting

Midiand County Repubiican Wom:-
en will meet 11 15 a m. Wednesday at
Widiand Country Club. Speakers are
10 be Hewd Cruz, wife of U.S. Sen. Ted
Cruz. and state Rep. Tom Craddick

Luncheon hckets are $20 in ad-
vance and $25 at the door. To RSVP
call 520-3500 or email mcrwomwn @
mcrw.us. For more information. visit
WWW MCI'w US

Watering schedule

The current outdoor watenng
schedule allows residents and bus:-
nesses in the city of Midiand 10 water
WICE Der week

tven numbered addresses may
water outdoors on Saturdays and

The washing outdoor surfaces ban
s sl in eflect

Know a member of
the military coming
home?

Miltary familes can call 3520785 or
email Vickee Gomez (2emogv @ cable-

one.net) when they know their memner |

- From 1A

of the miltary s fiying into Midland
imermational Airport 8o the Permian
Sasn Welcome Home Commitiee can
be there 10 gree! hem

Honor those who
served

There are many organzaions n
operation right here n the Permean
Basin that are at the task of serving al
kinds of needs for present and former
members of our miltary Some of them
are

B Show of Support (887-2167)

@ Honor Our Troops (889-0177)
Reel Thanx (528-6633)

(570-1084)

B Midand College Veterans Aftarrs
Ofoe (885-4511)

B Permian Basin Welcome Home
Commitiee (366-3458)

W Soldiers of Today and Yesterday
(631-3429

et 3 moring 132
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Upgrade
§:30 p.m.. 501 Veterans Airpark Lane. | need the latest model

phone, 1t's

NEWS

Tech Tips: Are you
better off keeping
Verizon contract plan?

By Anick Jesdanun

Associated Press

phones entirely for new customers. Under
the new system, people will buy phones out-
right, wuhtheopumofpamdrfullrcml
price in monthly, interest-free instaliments.
This will be better in the long run.
Although it’s nice to get a $650 phone for
$200 with a contract, you pay for it in higher
monthly fees for voice, text and data ser-
vices. Here's the rub: You keep paying those
higher fees even after your contract 1s over.
The contract system largely benefits those
who upgrade right at the two-year mark,

| even though -many people wait longer if the
- old phone’s still working fine. The contract

system also rewards buyers of the most
expensive phones. With the change, you
keep the savings when you opt for a cheaper
phone with all the features and performance

. you need.

But contracts might still benefit you in the
short run. With Thursday’s changes loom-

" ing, should you rush to get a discounted

phone, or wait for the new plans? Here are

. four things to consider:

now i you don”t

If you're already with Venzon, you can
keep your current plan. What's not clear
1s whether you’ll still be able to get a dis-
counted phone after Wednesday. Venzon
Communications Inc. hasn’t responded to
requests since Frniday for clanhcation.

If you're ready and eligible for a new
safer to do so by Wednesday,
before the new plans kick 1n.

That said, there's been speculation that
Apple and Samsung will come out with
new models soon. The older models tend
to go down 1n price then. An 1Phone 6
now goes for $200 with a contract and
will likely drop to $100 when its succes-
sor comes out. But saving $100 might
not be worth the rnisk of having to pay
full price — about $650 now, but likely
to drop to $550 when the new model 1s
out — if Venizon doesn’t offer discounted
phones to existing customers

New plans
than you

give you more

Even after paying full price for the

still break even or save

gle line, you're paying $60 a month under
the current plan for 1 gigabyte of data, but
$19 of that is the value of the subsidy for
the phone. You're really paying just $41
for the service Under the new plan,
the monthly price for service goes up to
$50, not the monthly installment
youcouﬂdbepapngforhpim For 3
gigabytes, you're now paying $71 after
subtracting the subsidy. The price goes
down to $65 under the new plan.

The | gigabyte plan might be cutting
it close, especially if you use cellular
data to snack on video. An hour or two
will eat up your allotment. Because the
price goes down at 3 gigabyte, the new
plans might seem better. However, many
individuals now have just 2 gigabytes. It’s
$56 a month after subtracting the subsidy.
The 2-gigabyte option won't be available
under the new plan, so you'll be paying
$9 more to get 3 gigabytes — when you
need less.

Couples and families sharing larger
buckets of data might also see price cuts
under the new plans, but choices will be
limited to 1, 3. 6 and 12 gigabytes. If you
have something in between, think twice
before switching. Verizon will let you
keep your current plan indefinitely. but
once you leave it, you likely won’t be able
to switch back.

Some employers
service, but not the phone

If your company pays for all or part
of your phone service, but not the phone
itself. the new plans will hurt. All these
years, the service fees had been inflated
because phone companies had to recoup
the costs of the phone subsidies. Prices
under the new plans will better reflect ac-
tual costs, but that also means less service
fees to rexmburse.

You might want to game the system for
another two years by getting a discounted
phone now.

No comntract doesn’t
mean leave anytime

Unless you want to pay for the full pnice
of the phone up front, you can typically
spread your payments over two years,
interest free. In that case, your two-year
service contract gets replaced by a two-
year phone installment plan. So you re
still stuck with Venzon.

County leaders
propose increased
property tax rate

By Cassie Burton
cburton@mrt.com

mwudednytol

Decresce fie e upcoming

year.

The increase to 14.0811
cents per $100 valuation
is more than the effective
rate (12.8010 cents), or the
rate needed to generate the
same amount of funds as

last year. The proposed rate
is higher than last year’s

rate of 12.6523 cents per
$100 valuation, accordin
to numbers provided by

bill for a $200,000 home
would be $281.62. Last
year, the county’s tax bill
for a $200,000 home was
$253.04.

The tax rate,
combined with a $17 mil-
lion draw from reserves
for the county’s three-year
paving project, is projected
to balance the $81.1 mil-
lion proposed general fund
budget and fill next year's
anticipated shortfall of $5
million. The tax rate in-
crease is needed, according
to county officials, because
of a 20 percent drop In
petroleum revenue and a
26 percent drop in taxable
value for mineral assess-
ments. Officials did report
sales tax and real estate
both went up by at least 12
percent in taxable value.

While the proposed rate
1s higher than last year, it
1s still less than the tax rate
in 2013 (15.478 cents per
$100 valuation).

County Auditor Ve-
ronica Morales and Jerry
Bundick, chief appraiser
with the Midland Central
Appraisal District, said

" during the meeting that

taxable revenue could con-

" tinue to decline, including

in petroleum, real estate

. and sales. Hotel occupancy

rates and airport rates also

' decreased.

Since the forecast

 of next year s finances
 was largely unpredict-
able, County Judge Mike

of 15.3010 cents, which
would allow the county
to add to its reserves and
have a balanced budget.
However, Commissioner
Jimmy Snﬂﬂa’:fl’mnct
| suggested the slightly
cheaper — and eventually

approved rate of 14.0811
cents — because of the

projections that taxable
revenue could continue to
decline next year.

Commissioners Randy
Prude, Precinct 4, and Luis
Sanchez, Precinct 3, both
agreed with Smith that
the rollback rate would be
too great of an increase on
taxpayers.

“It’s not all doom and
gloom, because we will
still probably have the low-
est ( ) tax rate In
the state,” Prude said. “We
could actually balance our
budget this year if we do a
two- y increase with-
out dipping into reserves.
But | don’t think (our
economy) will recover.”

The increase passed 4-1,
with Sanchez opposing.
Sanchez said he su
a middle rate of 13.
cents per $100 valuation
because it would cover
about $4.6 million of the
antici $5 million

all and not be as
much of a strain on
laxpayers.

Public hearings will be
held at 9 a.m. Aug. 20 and
Aug. 31. The board will
vote at its Sept. 3 meeting.

Also at Monday's meet-
ing, the Commissioners’
Court voted to close the
Midland County Public
Library downtown branch
on Saturdays beginning
Labor Day weekend for
a three-month trial basis.
The newly purchased
bookmobile will travel on
yet-to-be-finalized routes
on Saturdays to provide
some library services.

Follow Cassie on Twirter
at @ Cassie BurtonS1 or
on Facebook

at /CassieBurtonl 5
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Twitter huddles with NFL to tackle audience challenge

By Michael Liedtke

Associated Press

by giving them a percentage of ad sales made

from their content.

After signing single-season contracts in

ing to navigate. What's more, the San Fran-

cisco company still hasn't posted a profit.

Investors have sacked Twitter for its execu-

~ that closed in A
replaced. The other one is in Brandon,

SAN FRANCISCO — Twitter 1s huddling
with the National Football League as 1t tackles
thelchallenge of attracting a broader audience
10 1ts short messaging service.

A two-year content and advertising deal
announced Monday expands upon similar
partnerships that Twitter forged with the NFL
in 2013 and 2014

The NFL plans to funnel nearly three times
more content into Twitter than last year, a com-
mitment that will include more video highlights
and pictures from games in progress. Twitter, in
turn, will use an automated formula to promi-
nently display NFL tweets and related ads in

. the streams of accountholders likely to enjoy
- the information

The NFL's Twitter blitz will begin with
Thursday’s preseason games. Financial terms
of the deal weren’t disclosed. Twitter and other
Internet companies typically pay their partners

2013 and 2014, the NFL gave Twitter a vote of
confidence by locking into a longer term this
time around. It’s the first time any of Twitter’s
roughly 200 partners have signed a multi-year
contract, according to Glenn Brown, Twitter’s
director of content partnerships.

The NFL, by far the most-watched sports
league in the U.S., also is relying solely on
Twitter to sell all the advertising tied to the
tweets from its accounts. In the previous two
seasons. the ads were jointly sold by the NFL
and Twitter.

The show of faith comes at a cntical time for
Twitter

Although its brand 1s widely known and 1ts
service boasts more than 300 million users,

Twitter has been struggling to widen its appeal.

With user growth slowing dramatically, even
Twitter's own management recently acknowl-
edged that the service has become too confus-

tion problems. The company's stock finished
last week at $27.04, less than half its value
10 months ago and just $1.04 above its initial
public offering price in November 2013.

The NFL's immense popularity could-help
Twitter find ways to get people to check into its
service more frequently and lure visitors who
might not necessarily sign into the service, but
could still see ads.

Twitter plans to highlight NFL. matenal even
If users haven’t chosen to follow the league.
The company does this by tracking people’s ac-
tivity on the service to determine their interests.
Ads featuring NFL content will be targeted
using similar analytical tools.

“"We know if we put content in front of the
hundreds of millions of Twitter users, they
will engage with the content,” predicted Vishal
Shah, the NFL's vice president of media strat-
cgy and business development.
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end of October or beginning of Novem-
ber. He said that the store was one of two
pril that had their roof

Flonda.

Wal-Mart gave only a couple of hours’
notice on April |13 that the company
decided to close five stores across the

" country because of plumbing problems,
' according to a previous Reporter-Tele-
B Centers for Chidren and Familles

gram article. One Wal-Mart official said
that Midland’s northside store had more
than 100 plumbing issues in the previous
Iwo years, necessitatin
sure and remodeling.
conspiracy theories li
Wal-Mart with the other closed Wal-Mart
stores and the military exercise known as
Jade Helm 15

the sudden clo-

closure spawned
oo the AS

Follow Rye on Tu mrr at




vES.

A
1 4-1.

S1S.

| on
ines

Wwirter
151/ or

tonl5

U~

itial

elp
pto Its

wvho
. but
even

c S aC-

EIVUKI ER- |

'---i.-l"lﬂ'b-ﬁ" .ol iy ----u--lui-hi\‘-qﬂ--.—r iy P

LY

it e T Bl gl sy [ B P W

l.-.lﬁ.l. - 1

AU

%'

------

Police shooting, protests put Ferguson back on edge

nonprofit group

Jim Salter

Auociawdhcu

I Love Ferguson,

Scher Zagier

fuMthmsdﬂhwpmﬂt

community
Hundreds of
P.MMt

Officers

Earlier in the day, the father
who was shot called the police version of

Challenging times
require some out-
of-the-box thinking,
and that's what
you'll find at Staff-

Ing Resources.

Lots of Permian Basin
companies are finding
ways to stay afloat these
days by cutting overhead.
One of the main costs 1s In
the workforce.

Summer internships
have been a
to get work
pensively while giving
students a taste of the
business world. But the
program has “summer’ in
its name for a reason. What
do you do for the other

had gathered by 9
and holding signs.
several arrests after demon-
mbhcbdtlmeofuufﬁc.Sqmdm

water bottles and other debris at

events “a bunch of lies.” He said two girls um*bﬁmm All four officers in the van, each wearing
wbmwhlim:ﬂd&nbw pepper protective vests, escaped injury. They were
,—mmummm.m not wearing body cameras, Belmar said.
involving two groups of young Tyrone Harris Sr. told The Associated
St. Louis County Executive Steve Stenger Press his son was a close friend of Michael
declared a state of emergency, which autho- Brown and was in Ferguson on Sunday
rizes county Police Chief Jon Belmar to take night to pay respects.
What prompted the shooting The elder Hasris said his son got caught

70 during the late afternoon rush hour, with
an additional undetermined number of ar-

rests made.

Among those arrested at the courthouse

was scholar and civil rights activist Cornel windshield of the van.
West. The four officers in the van fired back.
That protest, like other commemoration then pursued the suspect on foot. The

events over the past few days, was largely
peaceful and somber. But on Sunday, several

hundred people gathered in the street on
officer

One officer was

face after being hit with a rock. Two others

the sidewalk o1 “ace arrest. Eventuall
lobbedglmsbmlesandmcksmofﬁm

running for cover.

said.

distinctive red and blue police

said, and all four opened fire.

y, a few

with cuts to the
charge. All 10 are felomes.

hlBehn.MMmphdbunfwd—
,ing. The shots sent protesters and reporters

The shooters included the suspect, Tyrone
Harris Jr., whom police had been watching
out of concern that he was armed, Belmar

officers arriving in an unmarked van with

said. The suspect allegedly shot into the

suspect again fired on the officers when he
became trapped in a fenced-in area, the chief

Harris was in critical condition after -
surgery. Prosecutors announced 10 charges ers.
against him — five counts of armed criminal
action, four counts of first-degree assault
on a law enforcement officer and a fircarms

up in a dispute among two groups of young
people and was “running for his life” after

gunfire broke out.

lights, Belmar

Missoun.

“My son was running to the police 1o ask
for help, and he was shot,” he said.
bunch of lies ... They're making my son look

~ like a cniminal.”
Hamis Jr. was charged in November with
stealing a motor vehicle and a gun, as well
as resisting arrest by fleeing. A court heanng
in that case is scheduled for Aug. 31.

Belmar said the suspect who fired on of
ficers had a semi-automatic 9 mm gun that
was stolen last year from Cape Girardeau,

“It'sall a

“They were cnmunals,” he said of those

progress.

ififormation

involved in gunfire. ““They weren't protest-

Gov. Jay Nixon agreed, saying in a state-
ment that such “reprehensible acts must not
be allowed to silence the voices of peace and

PAID CONTEN]

To appear in For Your Information call Paul Wiseman at 697-7468 or your Midland Reporter-Telegram account executive at 682-5311.

Business owners and managers—What happens when summer interns leave?

t way
ne Inex-

nine months?

Staffing Resources’
Patricia Gomez has the
answer. “Temporary help,
either fulltime or part
time, can fill those gaps
at reasonable costs.” For
more than 40 years, Stafl-
ing Resources has been
helping area companies do
just that.

In this economy, more
people are looking for
work and they’re realizing
that pay scales have come

and

down. And at this time
of year, school 1s starting
back and many parents «
with previous workplace
experience are looking to
work part time while the
kids are in school.

This creates a perfect

storm for frantic managers
faced still with growing

Lara Sandlin

402 Andrews Highway
687-1820

www.insurethbasin.com

« . Did you spill the beans?

f
a

684-6657

Somehow, you'll spot your favorite
dress. When you do, take it to Fashion
Cleaners before it sets permanently. We

know how to remove spots and stains safely
without harm to the fabnc.

CrtAamIN}

Patricia invite you to see
hwwnmmmlnlpyouuuﬂtho

challenges of cutting staffing costs while still
getting the work done. Call 684-0527.

. at this time of year, says
* Gomez. “When replacing
interns, these expenenced
professionals can turn out
much more work 1n a few
hours than others can in a
full day. So it’s a win-win
situation.”

Plus, the same supply-
demand principle that
causes o1l to cost less when
there’s an oversupply 1s
bringing down labor costs.
People are willing to work
for less as opposed to not
working at all

So they get a job, you
get a worker and work
gets done at reduced cost,
allowing you to keep the
employee on longer. It's
almost an endless domino
effect for the good

Staffing Resources has
the person/people you need
waiting for you. Just give
them the requirements
regarding skill, expenence

piles of work but shrink-
ing staffs. “Owners and
managers can hire experni-
enced people who rcall?'
want to work part-time

DENIED BENERITS?

YA Pension Aid & Artesdence
Medreaid tor nursing hame care
| may be wbie to haip! Pleass call

s“' II"’ Complet

‘ell! Ilo Electric

hm.m.—-ﬂ

and salary and the friendly
professionals at Stafhng
Resources will send you
just who you need

It's even more simple
when you know that Stafi-
ing Resources takes care
of all the taxes, insurance
(including unemployment)
and, should you get to
where you don’t need that
person any more you can
make a call and that’s 1t

—— e RS S ey e S — —

e Colllswn
Repair
Vehicle Rentals

\LLSTAR REFINISHING & !

| saw what you did and | know who you are

runs at least |3 times on
the page’'s designated
day (Repeat exposure 1s
vital!)

* One or more FREE,
professionally-wnitten
stories about your busi-
ness !

* A full color photo or

ST

Trustworthy, Caring, Professional

(432) 618-1818
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Challenging tumes re-
quire some out-of-the-box
thinking and that's what
yvou'll find with Stafi-
ing Resources Call them
today'

Call Staffing Resourc e
at 684-0527 to start mak-

Ing vour work hh' €uNic!
[ herr Ht'h th{fl't*\\ I MWW
ieotthejobs.com

—— —

COLLISION and

EXPRESS RENT-A-( AR

Check Out Our Website!
www alistarrmdiand com

time, and long-timers
have short memones
Everyone needs regular
reminders, and 1f you
add a UCt OF SeTVICe,
they can find out about
it here.

Will FY1 make you
as famous as a movie
star? Maybe not, but
you'll get more than
“the rrl at the end- -

get lots of cus-
ml. which 1s whar
your bufhns really

To learn more call
me at 697-7468 or 1alk
to vour MRT repre-

MM“
need and how

m
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Trump does not exemplify great

B GOP candidate lives up to
world’s idea of Ameérican business-

people

worst ste

geddaboudt presidential aspirant

Fg:mald Trump embarrassing the Re-

publican Party. He's giving Amen-
can business executives a bad ngme.
His public displays of bluster, ostenta-
tion, greed and ignorance reinforce the
s of American capitalism.
Trump's straight talk and pseudo-authen-
ticity may appeal to the nativist vote, but
don’t mistake his behavior as an example

of great business leadership.

Whether it is questioning President
Barack Obama’s competence, claaming -
illegal immigrants are rapists or calling
the nation’s political leadership “stupid,”
the only thing Trump consistently praises
1s himself. That plays well with some
white Republican primary voters, but is
such rhetoric really the secret to success-
ful business leadership — or leadership of
any kind’
“It depends on whether you think
people respond to fear,” said Jennifer
Mercieca, an associate professor of com-
rhunications at Texas A&M University
who specializes in presidential rhetoric.
“Trump’s style is much more about belit-
tling, berating and talking over people. It's
not about celebrating the innate qualities
or ideas of the people he's working with.
It's about goading them to do what he

OUR VIEW

Latest Texas Education
Agency ratings don’t
mean much in Midland

r some. the Texas Education Agency’s recent release of dis-
F'lm'l and campus ratings showed some good news. Midland

Independent School District “met standard.” and four cam-
puses also moved from “improvement required” to “met standard ™
Midland High School, Goddard Junior High, San Jacinto Junior
High and Houston Elementary.

Also for some, the ratings release offered a significant chunk of
disappointing news. Specifically. 11 campuses received the “im-
provement required” label. They were Alamo Junior High and the
following elementary schools: Bonham, Burnet, Crockett, DeZa-

thinks is right.”

Anyone who has held a leadership role
knows that fear does not bring out the
best in people. The U.S. Army taught me
that 30 years ago when it promoted me to
sergeant and sent me to leadership school.

Most of the businesspeople | meet are
the exact opposite of Trump: thoughtful,
kind, courteous and generous. In contrast,
Trump can act with impunity because he’s
the founder, chairman, CEQO, president
and majority owner of the privately held
Trump Organization. He gets to choose
his board of directors, management team
and subordinates based on willingness to
comply rather than readiness to lead.

“It’s understandable that this kind of
CEO is more likely to have an authoritanan
leadership style, because they have all the
sources of power,” said Anthea Zhang, a
professor of strategic management at Rice
University's Jones School of Business.

CEOs and managers of publicly traded
companies with independent boards don’t
have the same authority. Public corpora-

tions are rarely tied to an individual and
strong, talented and innova-
teams, and that means

ly
company, sadership style
might work,” she said. “But if you are hired
byapt!iclyhcu_camy.ymgm

United States — where there is something
called the separation of powers.

also mistakes notoriety for
populanty and has offended many with his
quoting of Gordon Gecko, the villain in
the film “Wall Street.”

“The point is that you can never be too
greedy,” he once said. “I'm really nich.
And by the way, I'm not saying that in a
bragging way, that’s the kind of mindset
you need for this country.”

In an era when social responsibility 1s
important, the Associated Press last week
checked on Trump’s claim that he has
given $102 million to charity over the last
five years. The AP couldn’t find evidence
of the donations, and Trump’s campaign
staff declined to provide documentation to
support the claim.

With both political parties talking about
income inequality, Trump is a modern-day
Marie Antoinette.

He's also surrounded himself with
people who reinforce the perception that
racism and misogyny are rampant behind

vala. Lamar, Long. Milam. Rusk. South and Travis.

For us, the raungs might as well represent no news.

While the state ratings weren't the best and probably will impact
Midland residents — including those parents looking to transfer their
children out of lower-performing schools — this community has
moved forward, and frankly, we don’t need a one-size-fits-all system
from Austin to tell us we can do better and have to do better.

We are proud that Midland business and foundation leaders have
stepped forward with data that goes beyond the results from any
one test. Their work didn’'t start last week, and frankly their actions
probably will be changed very little by the latest round of scores.

We are totally on board with what we have heard about the
changes and how those changes will impact the distnict in the long
tlerm. We expect to provide the community with more information
before the start of the school year about what this group has ac-

comphshed and 1ts vision

Those changes. in our opinion, will affect, for the better, student
achievement, student progress, élusing achievement gaps and
post-secondary readiness. Most importantly, they will help create a
school district that is consistent with what Midlanders expect.

We will stand behind a school district that — first and foremost

centers the education experience around what makes sense for
our community. And as we have written here before, i our school
district can have success doing ewctly that, lhings like test scores
and campus ratings will work themselves out.
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The single most important event of the campaign
so far was Trump raising his hand and refusing
to commit to the eventual GOP nominee. At that

has gotten a hint 0f what it might be like to stand on
sufficient to his self-image. He thinks
that a Trump-branded White House might actually
possible. It is not a view held by any serious
political observer. That doesn’t matter. Some public
figures — Harold Stassen, Eugene McCarthy —
never recovered from the beatific vision, and spent
the rest of their lives trying to recover it.

Trump will flame out. And since he is constitu-
tionally incapable of accepting fault, he will blame
the GOP for arson. As someone prone 1o con-
spiracy theories — on presidential birth records,
vaccines and the schem
— Trump is probably
plot against him involving Megyn Kelly, the GOP
establishment and the American Gynecological

GOP must help marginalize Trump

B He will eventually flame out, but the
sooner it happens, the better

n the first Republican debate, the khieg light

that Donald Trump always carries around with

him revealed four or five presidential candi-
dates who, under the nght circumstances, could
beat Hillary Clinton. (Trump was not among
them.) But there was also a moment that could
predict the defeat of the GOP in 2016.

No, I'm not talking about Sen. Ted Cruz heap-
ing praise on Egyptian President Abdel Fatah
al-Sissi — a military-backed ruler who jails jour-
nalists and has sentenced hundreds of opponents
to death or life in prison — as a model in dealing

saw a likely dystopia. Trump

Mexican government
ing string to prove a

leadership

Washington Post Writers Group

conference room doors. The man who
tried to patent the phrase “You're fired”
had to fire an adviser for post-
ing racist comments online. that,
Trump’s attormey to consider
spousal rape acceptable before
issuing a retraction.

| must confess to an idealistic view that
American can be noble. Busi-

investing .
able for the business and affordable to the
intervention. Commerce can float all boats.

The vast majority of businesspeople |
meet at least aspire to that ideal. They bal-
ance their obligations to shareholders and
customers and strive to leave their busi-
nesses and communities better than they
found them. Sure, there are bad actors
everywhere, and business has its share.
But they are the minority.

Too many people around the world,
however, think American businesspeople
are self-serving and greedy. They believe
capitalists exploit ignorance, weakness
and loopholes to take advantage of others
with little regard for social, economic and
environmental consequences.

Trump lives up to that reputation. And
he thinks his style is the best way to gov-
em, (00.

Politicians aren’t the only ones who
should repudiate Trump. So should busi-
ness leaders.

MICHAEL
(GERSON

aires can fund their own campaigns to avoid being
bought. Therefore only billionaires can save us
from billionaires.

Listen again: During the debate, he boasted of
taking his investors — who are not “babies” but

with Islamism. And no, I am not talking about “killers” — for a ride, utilizing laws
Sen. Rand Paul’s smirk when New Jersey Gov. to his advantage, then divesting from Atlantic City
Chris Christie raised the memory of 9/11 victims  efore its economy crashed. This fits the image

party and win a few seats in the legislature
(the Italians, after all, once elected a '
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‘entertaining.” She adds:
‘Now that he’s running for
' "it':nlittlemme
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Associated Press
C 1gn.
Cﬁ:' ton is in the midst of WASHINGTON —

a two-day ¢ ign swin ary Rodham Clinton told
y gn g : oy
so far that “the

through Ncwmmnpshiu.

WASHINGTON

Kids sing song from
John Oliver show on

DC statehood

A group of children and
their parents have brought
their message _
statehood for the Distri
of Columbia to the lawn of

the US. y
Thecm“ngam
on Sunday from a recent
episode of HBO’s “Last
Week Tonight with John
Oliver.” The song lam-
poons those who oppose
representation in Congress |
for residents of the nation’s
capital.

Statehood supporter Tim |

tells WTOP-FM

that the song was a way for | .
people who aren’t normal-
ly part of the movement to |
get 1

Last year, Congress held
its first hearing on state-
hood for the District in 21
years, but a bill introduced
by Democratic Sen. Tom
Carper of Delaware is not
expected to go anywhere.
posed turning the District
Into a state.

NEVADA

GOP candidate Sen.
Ted Cruz to hold

meet-and-greet

RENO — Republican
E‘r“.' ldﬁu lmw
ruz is a
onhisvishtoNe\rldll:p
this month.
The Texas senator is
scheduled to attend a
public meet-and-greet the ‘
evening of Aug. 15 at the mann, said the group
ArrowCreek country club | “playing by

in Reno. The event will be “In the face of a billion

By Julie Byokowicz

Hill-

group, called Right to Rise
Policy Solutions.

The law does not require
these nonprofits to disclose
their donors, but they are
limited in how much they
can directly advocate for a
candidate.

Super PACs have much
more latitude in their po-
litical activities. As a trade-
off, they must report their
donors to the FEC.

But as is the case with
June’s $1 million donation
to Priorities USA Action,
sometimes the named
donors are ts that
collect money anony-
meus sources. Other times,
donors 0 PACs are
limited liability corpora-
tons or trusts that are
difficult if not impeossible
to trace. P

A prime IS
Stand for Principle, a super

mcmm.'

Sen. CMI

of the $250,500 the super
. PAC raised in the first six

1S months of the year came

the rules.” . from “V3 231 LLC" a

made up of

held after Nevada Attorney | dollar onslaught by right three other LLCs, accord-

General Adam Laxalt’s In- mmﬂmﬁ:
augural Fry politi- at stake
cal event in lle.
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to lubricate clocks and watches

The IRS processes more than 2 billion pieces of paper sach year.
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reviewed by The Associ-
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WASHINGTON — Ber-
nie Sanders picked up his
first major labor endorse-

California.
dh‘ 6:M1-
backing 1.6 milli
member American Federa-
tion of Teachers last month,
a union that includes about
120,000 health care workers.
But Sanders’ endorsement
1S
90 percent
members are women, and
hmpm
Mymw
unions.
“We assumed because we
are a woman s organization
a lot of the nurses would
find Hillary Clinton far more
resonant because she would

LA

because about
the NNU's

in a phone interview. “They
were far more concerned
about breaking Wall Street’s
stranglehold on our econo-
Clinton, who is seek-
ing to become the nation’s
privately execu-
tive board of the AFL-CIO
in late July, as did Sand-
ers, former Maryland Gowv.

pose the trade deal backed
by President Barack Obama
but Clinton has declined to

Sanders picks up first major endorsement

break the glass ceiling.”
said RoseAnn DeMoxo, the
union's executive director,

take a firm position on the

TPP, pointing to her early
work on the pact.

The nurs-

es’ union opposes the deal

because they say it would

empower the pharmaceut:-
and increase

cal industry
N hboro, who sieaded

the SESSIONs as an
vice president,
said Clinton declined to take
a position on TPP
meeting. “She is so poll

ing the

credentials that the other
candidates don't have.”

Twomey saxd

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING TO DISCUSS

L T |
The GREENWOO)

The purpose of this meeting is to discuss the school district’s budget that will determine the tax

BUDGET AN

ROPOSED TAX RATE

| | DE! ICHOOL DISTRICT will hoid a public meeting at 6:30 pm on
August 26, 2015, in the Distance Leaming Center, Bullding located at 2700 FM 1379 Midland, Texas

rate that will be adopted. Public participation in the discussion is invited.

The tax rate that is ultimately adopted at this meeting or at a separate meeting at a later date may not

exceed the proposed rate shown below uniess the district publishes a revised notice contaming the
same information and comparisons set out below and holds another public meeting o discuss the
revised NOUICe.

Maintenance Tax

School Debt Service Tax Approved

by Local Voters

indicated for sach of the following expenditure categones.

$0.28695/$100 Proposed rate 1o pay bonded ndebiedness)

$1.17000/%5100 Proposed rate for mantenance and operations)

Comparison of Proposed Budget with Last Year's Budget
The applicable percentage increase or decrease (or difference) in the amount budgeted in the preceding

fiscal year and the amount budgeted for the fiscal year that begins during the cument tax year s

Maintenance and operations 11.190% (ncrease) or

Debt service
Total expenditures

Total
Total
Total
Total

appraised value® of all property
appraised value® of new property™
taxable value™ of all property
table value™ of new property™

_1.500% (ncrease) or
_11.90% (ncrease) or

Value and Total Taxabile Value
(as calculated under section 26.04, Tax Code)
Preceding Tax Year

=

“Appraised value” is the amount shown on the apprasal roll and defined by Section | 048). Tax Code

" “"New property” is defined by Section 26.012(17), Tax Code.

= “Taéble vaiue” s defined by Section 1.04(10), Tax Code.

Last Year's Rate

$1.202% $0 28685
$1.17000 $0.28685

w———

% (docrease

% (decrease)

Bonded indebtedness
Total amount of outstanding and unpaid bonded indebtedness $60,670,000

LI =

$l4084 8880
$145006 S5

Current Tax Year

$1,597,563,080
994,323,820
$1,400,001 516

993,274,004

%% (decrease

s
$432

* The interest & Sinking Fund tax revenue & Used 10 Pay for DONAEM NCEDIEANESS O CONSIUCHION. BQUIDMENt or Dot
The bonds. and the tax rate necessary o pay !hose bonds, wene

-

B
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Average Market Value of Residences
| Taxable Value of Residences

of

Rate Versus Proposed Rate per $100

Taxes Due on Average Residence
Increase (Decrease) in Taxes

lor state law, the dollar amount of school taxes Imp:
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old Award — Fajitas

Gold Award — Queso
Gold Award — Nachos
Silver Award — Guacamole
Bronze Award — Sweet tea
Bronze Award — Salsa
Bronze Award — Burrito

Imagine this: a dedicated staff whips up a new batch of your favorite Mexican food
a dozen times a day to ensure that every plate comes from the kitchen hot and fresh.

Imagine that wins seven Readers Choice Awards.

That's reality.

Rosa's Cafe and Tortilla Factory took seven awards this year for the food and drink
it has been serving up since 1983. Gold Awards are for fajitas, queso and nachos with a
Silver Award for guacamole and Bronze Awards for sweet tea, burritos and salsa.

“I would like to say if it wasn't for Midland we wouldn't be where we are,” said
Carlos Hernandez, vice president of operations. “We appreciate them voting for us in
all the categories they voted for us in.

With some 50 to 60 employees per restaurant plus another two dozen in a local
processing plant, Rosa’s Cafe employees work their hearts out, he said.

“People have been with us 10 to 25 years. It's because of their dedication and hard
work we are able to produce the kind of quality that we do.”

Rosa's Cafe and Tortilla Ractory now has 41 locations and mostly recently opened
a restaurant in Hobbs, N.M. The upscale, fast-casual concept debuted in San Angelo
and is now owned by Bobby D. Cox.

For customers, Rosa’s means service at its drive-through window with a speedy
average wait time of less than three minutes, indoor and outdoor seated dining, and
mesquite grilled meats and a generous salsa bar. Parking is store front and gift cards
are available.

Carlos explained what it takes to win in the hard fought fajita category.

“You know what makes our beef fajitas so successful? It is because we use only
choice products and grill them over mesquite wood in each location,” he said.

Skirt beef is processed in Midland and distributed to each Rosa’s location.

Chicken fajitas feature breast meat only and both meats are grilled fresh over mes-
quite though beef wins the customer popularity contest.

On a side note, Rosa’s Cafes don't have freezers.

“We never freeze a product. It's processed fresh and delivered fresh. Everything is

fresh every morning. Every pot of rice,
beans, tortillas and chips are made fresh
every day, he said.

Gold Award winning queso is
descended from a family recipe. Cheese
is mixed with fresh salsa and queso is
melted fresh every hour on the hour,

Carlos said.

Nachos, which feature the queso, are
made using chips fried in house, again
as needed, throughout the day. They
may be topped with Silver Award win-
ning guacamole, which is made in small
batches three or four times a day from
Haas avocados. Each recipe is measured
and weighed precisely to guarantee
consistency from batch to batch, Carlos
said .

The cafe also features a salsa bar,
liberally stocked with the Bronze Award
winning salsa, which is cooked fresh
every morning and afternoon. |

The bar offers pico de gallo, lime and
lemon slices, cilantro and a mild and
blistering hot sauce.

“You can't go wrong there as long as
it's fresh daily,” Carlos said.

Burritos are a tough competition in this town. Rosa’s Cafe makes a 6- to 7-inch
burrito, which features a homemade tortilla stuffed with a choice of taco meat, beans,
fajita meat and guacamole.

In the drink category, Rosa’s Cafe earned the Bronze Award for every Texan's favor-
ite beverage — sweet tea.

“In West Texas, everybody knows our city water isn't very good. We use (reverse
osmosis) water and we have a RO system irl each location we have. The tea is freshly
brewed throughout the day,” Carlos said. “We might go through 100 gallons of tea in
just one location.

He pointed out one of Rosa’s most fun and great value events — Taco Tuesday
Three tacos, beans and rice for $3.99 is a bargain on a busy night.

“We've been doing Taco Tuesday for 14 years. It is a lot of food for a little price. It’s
a great family time to get together and let us cook for you,” Carlos said.

Rosa's Cafe and Tortilla Factory
903 Andrews Highway
Telephone: 432-520-2358

4301 N. Midland Drive
Telephone: 432-520-0489

2501 N. Big Spring Street
Telephone: 432-620-0634
Corporate Office: 432-563-5233
Email: khopkins@bobbycox.com
On the Web: www.rosascafe:com
Facebook: www facebook.com/rosascafe
Twitter: Rosa’s Cafe

wo am.to 11 p Sunday through Thursday; 10:30 a.m. to mid-

and Sat
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Lee

gh band invited to nation’s capital

Governor nominates Rebels to perform at the 2016 Independence Day Parade

By Erin parade,” lddmapbonewm “The
estone @ mrt.&o parade myonewmmm the school just has
to accept the nomination.”
Lee High School’s band, the Rebel Band. has Tbchoouwhnch_b’nﬁtomm.Abbogsofﬁcc
been invited to march in the 2016 Day contacted the state’s Uziversity Interscholastic League

Duncanville High
School in San Antonio, Bowie High School in Austin,
Woodlands High School in The Woodlands and Harlin-
gen High School in Harlingen.
hnﬂemebmdsmmmmunpm
next summer a reality, Lee High's booster club will be

in the
student to attend.

goal of
Brents, director.

get a list of the best high school bands in Texas. Abbott
also nominated Marcus High School in Flower Mound,
igh School in Duncanville, Johnson High

throughout the year. There are 263 students
and it will cost slightly more than $2,000 per

“We'll be looking to businesses and people throughout
the community for the financial support to get us to our
as many kids there as possible,” said Jason

Lee High's
M'wmm:
— in 1985 for Ronald
at George H.W. Bush's |
George W. Bush's inau

CEesS.

band has a long history of suc-
in D.C. three previous times
Reqmsmgmum in 1989
and in 2001 for
*.'mebmdalsomnched

in the Rose Bowl Parade twice and has received the
Sudler Flag of Honor, a national award for high school
marching bands.

“It’s really exciting to be able to do something like this
my first year (at Lee),” Brents said. “I'm really excited
for the kids, and for me personally, the Fourth of July
in D.C. is kind of a bucket-list deal, so to share that with
these kids will be really special.”

VanHoozer said that Jot only is this special for the
kids and Lee High, but it's also an honor for Midland.

“Any time we can do something nationally to showcase
Midland. that’s good for the community,” he said. “(The
band is) excited t0 go. The booster club is excited to help

coordinate this and give their kids this opportunity to

participate in a national event.”

~

Photos by Trent Johnson/Reporter- Telegram

Yong In University Korean National taskwondo team will perform a demonstration today at the Midland Christian School gymnasium. This will be

the team's first performance in Midiand.

Korean national tackwondo team to perform at MCS

By Trent Johnson

tjohnson @ mrt.com :

Yong In Lee’s Martial Arts has a dif-
ferent feel today.

Instead of kicks offered up by unsure
students or newcomers to the sport, all

“We have great pride in
mgthuemmto
countries,” team
said. “For me, I've

hhfl“loh Yoo §

night. After the performance,

All
t travel

Dong Oh ch

this

sport ever since | was a child, so this is
a dream come true to perform in front

ﬂfg - though the Atlanta stop was

jokingly named

:ﬂ.::d Em b:r::lu:st

the team

plnmmvhitWMMall

ﬁ'onthhmm
expenses for the team,

which consists of 21 members, ranging

Please see TAEKWONDO/2B
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Students
learn about
county gov’t
in local pilot

program

By Cassie Burton

churton@mrt.com

Eight college students spent part of
their summer serving as interns in a
pilot program with Midland County

Bailey Lively, the county’s Human
Resources director. and Jenny Hilton.
county court administrator, developed
the paid internship with the intent of 1
becoming a yearly program

The program was the idea of Randy
Prude. Precinct 4 commissioner, be
cause the city of Midland has a paid
internship program, the women said

The first interns were Ashton Sher-
man. Texas A&M University, Kasey
Chester, Texas Chnstian University.
Andrea Bartley. Jacques Duet. Abby
Rankin and Nicky Stewart, University
of Texas of the Pernman Basin; Helen
Gunn, Rice University; and Shane
Spencer, Wayland Baptist University
They rotated through County Clerk s
Office, District Clerk’s Office, Audi-
tor’s Office, Purchasing Department,
Tax Office, Juvenile Detention, Justice
of the Peace Precinct 2 and Midland
County Public Library

“One of the things we ve noticed 1n
the college-aged group 1s they tend to
not know about what county govern-
ment does,” Hilton said. "By us creat
ing this type of rotation, they were able
to learn about county government but
they were also able to help the different
departments on various projects.

Hilton said one project that interns
assisted with involved new financial
software implemented at the end of
June by the county auditor. Interns also
assisted with putting budget numbers
together.

The students were not required to be
pursuing a career in county
government.

“One of the things we set forth as
criteria was that one of their goals had
ing to do with bettering thenr
world,” Lively said. “We think every-
body should know what your local gov.
emment does, county government more
specifically, and how each department
contributes to the county as a whole.”

The interns and their overseeing
department heads filled out evaluations

t the summer. Those evalu-
ations will be used to make improve-
ments for next year.

“We had very good responses from

" Lively said. “We are going
through all of the different forms and
evaluvations to measure how effective




Last week marked the end of internships for eight college students who spent the summer learning about departments of county government: Kasey Chester, front row
from left; Helen Gunn, Ashton Sherman, Andrea Bartley, Abby Rankin, back row from left; Nicky Stewart, Jacques Duet and Shane Spencer.

County

From IB

The money for the intern-

ship program was ap-

proved as a budgeted item

—

from the Commissioners’

Court.
“We chose to pay our

interns for several reasons

but one of them is that
it's hard for interns and
for all college students
in general to not get paid

during the summer,”
Lively said. “The majori-

ty of internships are being

paid now.”

Follow Cassie on Twit-
ter at @ Cassie_Burton5 |
or on Facebook at /
CassieBurtonl 5

Courtesy photo

Teachers being revered like sports stars is a fantasy

B It is the education
system itself that pre-
vents star educators

ast week, a Comedy
Central skit called
“TeachingCenter.”

about the career moves
of star educators in the
hctional 2015 “Teacher
Draft.” went viral.

In 1t, two SportsCenter-

l1ke anchors lavished ador-

Ing attention on a system
offering multimillion-dol-
lar salanies for high-per-
forming teachers, astro-
nomical cash incentives
for high test scores — in
the case of “star teacher
Ruby Ruhf.” $40 million
Screen crawls compared
competing school SAT
scores on writing, reading
and math.

The Internet put 1ts
collective hands on 1ts
indignant hips and said
“Well? Why don’t we treat
teachers like pro ath-
letes”” — 1imagining that
if we treated teachers like
sports starts, our education
system would be just as
awesome

Aisha Harnis at Slate
gushed, like so many
others: “The clip cleverly
reimagines athletes as the
educators we entrust our
children to every day ...
the best part of (‘Teach-
ingCenter’) might just be
the incredible ads dropped

ESTHER J.
CEPEDA

Washington Post Writers Group

in throughout — being a
teacher has never looked
SO MCI}.”

Yeah, nght

Having been a teacher
myself, | can attest that 1t
1s the educational system
itself that keeps this fan-

tasy of star educators from

ever coming true

Pro athletes start pre-
paring for their sport as
children, often driven by
admiration for successful
sports heroes, and excel
past high school and/
or college if they have
extremely high natural ap-
titude for their discipline,
some, of which is stnictly
gcncﬁc For instance.
professional baseball hit-
ters have off-the-charts
super vision for seeing the

seams on a baseball travel-

ing 90 miles per hour
Additionally, athletes
practice their sport under
the gaze of expenienced
professionals and perform
in front of crowds, their
every move scrutinized
by trainers, coaches and
fans. Their performance 1s
measured by hard statis-

tics and those numbers are
ranked objectively against
others 1n their field.

The teacher prepara-
tion system is, as has been
detailed and backed up
by research for years, de-
signed to attract low per-
formers through substan-
dard admission critena for
teacher training programs

In 2014, The National
Council on Teacher Qual-
ity found that “prospective
teachers are almost half as
likely as students in other
majors to graduate with
grade-based honors™ and
that “using evidence from
more than 500 higher
education institutions that
turn out nearly half of
the nation’s new teachers
each year, we find that
In @ majority of institu-
tions (58 percent), grading
standards for teacher
candidates are much
lower than for students in
other majors on the same
campus.”

Once out of teacher
training programs —
which generally do not
offer sustained direct

=

instruction on classroom
management, academic
rgor or evidence-based
testing and evaluation
methods — teachers do
not ply their trade under
the watchful eye of ac-
complished educators

Yes. there are mentors
for student teachers — but
they are rarely account-
able for instruction or
systematic deep evaluation
of their students’ perfor-
mance. Most of the ume.
they aren’t even in the
room for the majority of
an internship.

Almost all teachers
work alone, without day-
to-day support, guidance
or evaluation. Teaching 1s
considered a learn-as-you-
go craft, not a profession
o be adequately prepared
for. This 1s probably why
SO many teachers quit
within five years of get-
ling a teaching job

And just ask the teach-
ers unions whether they
would mind if teachers
were videotaped for the
purposes of monitoring,
evaluation and improve-
ment. They'd freak out
at you enough that you
wouldn’'t dare ask if
teachers would perform
in cE:ybhc via streaming
video that administrators
or parents could monitor.
This happened at a high
school near me.

Same goes for statis-

tics and other objective
assessments of student
achievement. Grades and
test scores already are
hated measures that are

criticized for not including
intangibles such as student

j0y. teacher impact and
emotional safety.

Lastly, pro athletes
s1gn contracts, but are
generally able to either
renegoliate them or wail
them out to take on more
lucrative engagements.
The teachers’ tenure
system, however, makes it
nearly impossible for them
10 move 1o schoeals where
they might be rewarded

. with higher salarnies for

stronger student achieve-
ment without giving up
senionity and associated

~ salary entitiements.

Plus, teacher unions
don’t really buy into the
idea that some teachers
are “better” than Qthers —
or that there could be any
way of truly determining
excellence in a standard-
1zed way. The premise of
teachers being rewarded
based on student perfor-
mance is always an educa-
tion reform show-stopper.

The memorial celebration
for Louise Schuelke, along
with the graveside service for
Louise and Cecil Schuelke
(husband & wife), will be
held at 3:00 PM. on August
15, 2015 at Resthaven Ceme-
tery in Midland.

Call for more info - Eloise
Schuelke 432-634-7372.

Death Notices
Peggy June Riggs

Peggy Riggs, 87, passed
away on August 7, 2015.

Visitation will be held on
Wednesday, August 12, 2015
from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
at Ellis Funeral Home.

A graveside service will be
held at 9:00 a.m. on Thurs-
day, August 13. 2015 at
Resthaven Memonal Park,
followed by a Memorial
Service at St. Paul United
Methodist Church at 10:00
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It is a*'wonderful instinct ‘

(o want teachers to be
valued as much as sports
heroes. But let’s consider
why we don’t already and
advocate for fundamental

change.

year, after fans started a petition
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two boutiques in Texas, in Cor-

Makeup line, ‘virtual Selena Quintanilla’ to debut in honor of late singer
By Whip Villarreal

— _—— = e ——

ing Selena. The company plans to

Los Angeles Times drive in February on the Change. pus Chnisti and San Antonio, that unveil the digital Quintanilla next
org website. The company did not featured beauty salons and her own  year singing her hits “Como Te
Two decades after she was killed, rclease financial details of the deal.  clothing line. Quiero Yo A Ti" and “No Llores
Tejano music star Selena Quintanil- “This is one of the things she Quintanilla was 23 when she was  Mas Corazon” and a newly re-
la might be more popular than ever.  used to talk about when we were gunned down by her fan club presi-  jeaced English-language song.
Jennifer Lopez performed a trib- 10 the (tour) bus chilling out in dent, Yolanda Saldivar, who was The company said the technol-
ute to her at Billboard's Latin Mu- the bunk area.” her sister, Su- accused of cmbcullng money from ogy is more advanced than the
sic Awards. a San D'lcgﬂ company zette Qﬂﬂ"ﬂl"ﬂ. said of the new the bouthues and fan club. Saldivar L.“mm_'w T'U'm Shakur
" is creating a digital embodiment makeup line. “I'm not going to lie,  is serving a life sentence for murder image that ared at the Coach-
of her and Mac Cosmetics just an- it brought me to tears because this in Gatesville. olbii sasiala mal in 2012. They
nounced plans for a Selena makeup 1S something that | know she would The singer died as she was cross- oy rkm ';H‘th Uni = of
line after an online campaign be really proud of " ing over from the Tejano music C l'f{ e Slm Sy I
up 37,000 ilgnatul‘cs Suzette Quintanilla yed drums scene to a mainstream audience. aliforma at . D'e.o s
A search of her name on You-  in Selena’s band, Los which  The release of her English lan- ers on the project, but the company
Tube turns up hundreds of videos,  performed with Lopez this year guage album, “Dreaming of You,” N the scientists declined to give
many viewed millions of times. in a Latin Music Awards tribute climbed to the top of the Billboard details. _
Among the most popular are to the Tejano singer 20 years after . The project has gotten the at-
makeup tutorials demonstrating her death. Lopez Selena tention of HBO. The
how to look like the singer, whose  Quintanilla in a 1997 movi confirmed that a film
music still gets airplay on radio sta-  The film chronicled the fast rise
tions across the country. of Qu a, who won a Grar
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UConn to
host national

puppetry fest

Associated Press

STORRS, Conn. — Pup-
peteers from around the

- world began descending on
 the University of Connecti-

cut on Monday to participate

| in a weeklong festival of all

things puppet.
The National Puppetry

Festival, a biennial event
- run by the Puppeteers of
. America, includes 20 pup-
' pet shows, six other visual
' exhibitions, more than 30

professional workshops

 and a puppet-filled parade

through downtown Storrs.
The event is being held
at UConn for the first time
since 1970 to help iaark
the 50th anniversary of the

school’s Puppet Arts pro-

| by the late puppeteer Frank
Ballard. It is ope of just
three programs in the U.S.

offering degrees in puppetry.
puppe

Carroll Spinney, the man be-
hind characters such as Big
Bird and Oscar the Grouch

" on TV's “Sesame Street.”

Spinney, who lives in

| Woodstock, got his big

break at a similar festival

. 1n the 1960s, said Bart

Roccoberton, director of
both UConn's Arts

“It’s a place for connec-
tions,” he said. “Jim Henson
came to a national festival,
saw Carroll do a show that
fatled miserably, went back-
stage and told him, ‘1 like
what you were trying to do
there, come talk to me.’ The
rest is history.”

Another Sesame Street

played Maria on the show
for 44 years, will co-host a
puppet variety show Friday
night. There also are free

for kids, who will create

sea-creature puppets out of
found objects such as soda
bottles and milk jugs.

The festival will also have
a more serious side, with
panel discussions on issues
such as how to use puppets
in or law enforce-
ment children have
been through sexual assaults
or other trauma.

“(Puppetry) anyone
who has been a
traumatic situation and who
qum:l'chdwlamet-
tion the ability to put
voice in something else that

of B Pestesser
‘hﬁq,--rh ' d
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Hypnotism is ‘true calling’ for Permian High School graduate

Hfirst heard ease. When he performs things Don commands Don said he has always
“about the Cow- outdoors, his boomin them to do. | saw a young lived the western hife. His
_boy Hypnotist, voice can get nd of aiark man think he had given website 1s thecowbovhyp

ing dog or coax a timid birth 10 a baby. Yes, aman.  notist com

joke? cowboy to wave his hands  He even nursed the little
in the air like one. When Tumbleweed Smuth
else in the audience is Don is a real cowboy. is not on the road looking
il'lg. On stage, the people He and his wife have five for characters. he [ives in
under his 5;!“ laugh. horses on their property in Big Spring with hiv wite
cry, get scared on a roller Weatherford and they help  Swsan. Contacr him ar 1@
coaster and do dozens of neighbors do cow work. tumbleweedsmith ¢ om

BANANAGRAMS]

Use the 15 tiles in this bunch to create words that
fit into the grids below. The BANANA BITES provide

LEVEL  hints. Reuse the tiles for each grid.
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Richard Drew/AP

Owner Morgan Avila, left, sits with Leonbergers Magneto, left, Mr. America, center, and Hollywood, on Aug. 5 as they are evaluated by Sarah Fraser, back right, during a demonstration of an urban canine
good citizen test for city dogs, in the elevator lobby of the American Kennel Club in New York

By Jennifer Peltz

Asx nu'fm"t’tf F'-*'t'\ \

citizen, the American Kennel
Club's new title recognizing

proper city-dog deportment.

NEW YORK — They re skills
any city dweller needs: Taking
strangers and noisy streets 1n

said
stride. Riding calmly in eleva-

“This ulumately will help the
cause of dogs everywhere,” AKC
training director Mary Burch

tors. Hopping a cab or subway
And 1gnornng tempting food all
around you

Magneto, a 1 70-pound Leon-
berger dog, was out to show he
could do all that as he sauntered
along a crowded Manhattan
street this past week. He waited

The test 1s debuting at a ime
when Americans are showing
Increasing interest in bringing
dogs along 1n public settings.
States including California,
Florida and Maryland have, in
the last decade, started allowing
dogs on restaurant patios, and

patiently with owner Morgan
Avila for a light to change, clam
bered 1n and out of a curbside
car, and proved unfazed by a
tallen McDonald's bag and a hug
from a passer-by

Soon. Magneto was officially
declared an “urban canine good

By Brandon Mulder

bmulder@ mrt.com

August is a prime month for stargazers.
and to kick off the celestial activity is the
Perseid meteor shower. Between tonight
and Thursday night, meteors will streak
through the sky, and West Texas provides
a prime vantage.

The Swift-Tuttle comet, which is in an
elongated |34-year orbit around the sun.
leaves a vestige of dust and small rocks
suspended in its wake. In late July and
carly August, Earth's orbit leads the planet
to collide with the comet’s trail.

“It’s generally quite a good show. | can
remember many, many decades ago, as
a kid, lying out on the ground in
necticut watching this shower go through;
i's wm:r:’lu'l.';‘tm Cochran, assistant

said in a phone interview. \
She observed the comet when it last
neared the sun in 1992. The comet is not
expected to revisit until 2126, she said.
About a dozen meteors will enter the

similar legislation 1s waiting to
be sent to New York's governor.
Many dogs readily go with the
flow of city life. But even dog
fans agree there's room for some
improvement.
“It's more that the own-
ers could step up their game.”
Manhattanite Barbara Jaffe said

ing bright, sustaining and abundant streaks
in the night with trails that persist for

seconds

“So someone can say ‘oooh,’ and every-
one else can look up and say ‘ahhh.'” she

said.

The Earth travels through several
meteor fields a year, but the Perseid
meteor shower — named after the Perseus
constellation, the perspective point from
appear to come from

for its consistent tn'ifl‘nness.
To put the spectacie in their field of
vision, observers can look about halfway

up the sky facing northeast in a dark,
secluded area. Avoid city glow and car

which the meteors
— 1S unique

headlights.
The meteors will be br

Wyoming Tribune Eagle via AP file photo

Meteors streak above the Wyoming countryside Aug. 13, 2013, north of Cheyenne in this time-lapse
photo. The Perseid meteor shower runs from mid-July through mid-August. The

ts name from the constellation Perseus is the remants from the comet Swift-Tuttle which last past
through in 1992 and won't pass by again until 2126

Perseid meteor shower will
be visible in Basin skies

shower, which gets

as her shih tzu, Daisy, spontane-

ously demonstrated pet etiquette,

lying down calmly while await-
Ing a train at Penn Station.

The AKC has offered a basic
“canine good citizen” test for
a quarter-century — more than
700,000 dogs have passed —
and added a more advanced
“community canine’ title last
year. Those tests can be done at
a dog show or training center,
but the new urban exam unfolds
In “a more practical real-world
setting,” Burch said.

Open to both purebred and
mixed-breed dogs, it’s no simple
sit-and-stay challenge. The
animals need to lie down and
stay put for at least three minutes
while their owner browses in a
dog-friendly business or snacks
at an outdoor eatery, for
Instance.

SUNDAY,

IN THE MIDLAND REPORTER-TELEGRAM

New test gauges dogs’ city savvy, from streets to elevators

About 500 of the estimated 70
million or more dogs nationwide
have passed the test since its
Apnl launch.

Trainers estimate preparing
takes at least a few months. But
“i1t’s fun. ... You're no longer just
practicing ‘sit’ in the backyard,”
said trainer and examiner Marti
Hohmann of Wellington, Florida.

Sophie, a dachshund, com-
petes 1n obedience. But the urban
canine test posed other chal-
lenges, such as dealing with lots
of people seeking to pet her, said
owner Catherine Anne Cassidy
of Tequesta, Flonda.

“Dogs have to know you and
trust you really well” to pass, as
Sophie did, Cassidy said. But "1t
will make everything, walking
around the city with your dog, so
much easier.”

It may also pay dividends

at home. Some homeowners'
Insurers have been more open to
covering certain breeds with the
basic canine good citizen title,
Burch said. New York real estate
agent and dog rescuer Barbara
Fox said the city-canine title
could help get a pet accepted
at co-ops and condominiums,
adding that buildings shouldn't
demand that animals pass tests.

Magneto and two of Avila’s
other Leonbergers, Hollywood
and Mr. America, sailed through
They're show and theater dogs
with plenty of training, but
enthusiasts said any dog can and
should try for the urban canine
title

“Your dog will be better.
you'll be better and you'll be
able to spend quality time with
your dog doing things,” Avila
said.
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not ingly, said Brent McRoberts of Texas
A&M University. “Because of its southem
location and large coastline with warm waters
that surround the state, Flonida is the warmest
state in the country,” McRoberts said. “The city

of Marathon in the Florida Keys has an average md) * ﬁ? o ﬁ;)

year-round temperature of 78.5 degrees while Precipitation

Key West comes in second at 77.8 degrees. In-  Sunday..................... 0.00 in. Huh.

are the only locations in the continental United Month total . . l high .. XXM 4SS TN "

States that have never had a frost or freeze. The Ay b B . a¥au
all-time lowest temperature at Key West is 4] Showers Rain T-storms  Flurries Snow ice
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Woman goes to the mat to defend yoga photos

nine With Omar Sharif and Tannah Hirsch
DEAR ABBY: A family _
member has recently lost more . Leaky ship
than 100 pounds running and
S dong yoga_ She looks s DEAR ABBY o i SR
tic. “~Mdh 2-2 split of the missing clubs, but that
life M. d Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or PO, became impossible after the opeming
M‘ . Box 65440, Los Angeles, CA 90069, Her column is lead — the two of clubs was an obwvi-
- Wb Umﬂlﬂ P""sm ous qlnglcllm ( an vou spot an alterma-
ﬂw tuve line that might be successful?
e. South won with dummy 's ace of
state clubs at tnck one and drew trumps 1n
ra two rounds He then cashed the ace
1 and king of hearts, shedding a club
. . from dummy. and ruffed his last hean
;:I‘[ m*' : m Uﬂ”r ﬁ“m;_ six m D,Hﬂ'ls This was tollowed by the ace and king
1 ath:! She “{;l"nl: It”-:;;‘ carc later. After a couplc more T“]rmhﬁh Sine e of diamonds, discarding a club from
'S * lothels . ( s more Into a guest room where visit- years passed, the “second : ' P his hand
»d havc quite a few nega- ing relatives can stay, but I'm date™ became the only card she Pa 56 Pas So [he fall of the inck of diamonds
tive comments about this, and difficul Pass 66 AH pass |
rugh_ have “unf her h.mnng ty m‘ m sent. | from West under the king offered
o people infollowed™ daughter to take all her stuff | know I should have said Opening lead: Two of & |
on social media. Others think A }hough she has grownout  something, but | didn't want B pi—cY OF Nups. Duciut: e
and i's le for her ll:'} dO her lhi_n'g. of her childhood tmphics. she to cmw her This year on North-South had to guess a hittle bt dummy « 10 of diamonds. but instead
ne whal IS )'Ol.ll' WIII.IOB on lhls} exm me o hold onto [Mm my “b'lmy" SM even ca_".ed dmng the auction, as ﬂﬁtn h-‘prl'n\ ol T'Utﬁﬂbl. he discarded another club
— GAGGING IN GEORGIA | mggeswd she pxk them to wish me a h.ppy one. after a pre-empt. South s sequence West was forced 1o win thas tnck with
m&%iGAGG;rN.g; }’:ﬂ up and store them in m::ic Is ll';l‘t ;ll ALns | can do showed a hand too good to bid four the queen of diamonds and. with noth-
| . i - so she can show her children  now? My birthday is spades at his first tum. so North raised  left but hearts, gave declarer a ruff-
h having adopted a healthier life-  her accomplishments one  coming up soon, and I feel bad "R N TR CE B TR TR L
A style. However, because she day. What do you think? — that | didn’t nip this in the bud | -
dmsn't care Whﬂ.l mrs t.h.lnk. BEAUTY QL’EEN!S MOM ln t]n uglmu‘g‘ . ON"E AT contract was not greatl, but lcakier ljl'ﬂ.'d.l'dlﬂ!.! his last club trom hand
any family member who finds [N INDIANA A TIME IN WASHINGTON ships sail home safely all the tume Contract made' The ship sailed home
mﬂﬂmﬂms 100 mq?c’igrm their DEAR MOM: | think thatif  DEAR ONE: Oh, for Pete’s
comfort should quit fo Ng  you want a guest room instead  sake! Friends should be able 10
her on social media. of a shrine to your daughter’s level with each other without DAHJY CROSWORD
beauty contest achievements, ruining the friendship. If you
DEAR ABBY: My daugh- you should set a deadline want to save her from embar- ACROSS 65 Eagle's home 32 Creator of Finn 46 Stir-fry pan
ter, “Kelly,” and | are arguing and insist that her trophies be rassment, tell her YOU are em- | Lute-dke indian 66 Tiniing agents and Sawye’ 48 Half of a rain
over whether she should take removed. - barrassed because you didn't ratument 67 Jazz
. . . : group 33 Microwave rhythm
her trophies with her when she say something earlier. Then 6 Genesis brother natnanent UV 50 Gent I
moves out on her own. | feel DEAR ABBY: A friend of enjoy a good laugh together. 10 Gollers' goals 58 Actor R :UYCW -
14 Technique- 36 Aviated 51 Vast chasm
| sharpening DOWN 37 Poet Khayyam 52 Runs easily
ACQUELINE BIGAR’S ST/ S~~~ - el 1S e
15 _ fde waste CoNdUs 39 Cicero's skl 59 Spider's creation
T'he stars show the kind of day vou'll have: 5-dynamic; 4-positive; 3-average; 2-so-so; |-difficult 17 Argument 3 Confused state 43 Hunting dogs 51 Tic-toe filer
PN . 19quwm $Wuch __ ADOUl 44 | andmass dvided 62 Very litte. 10 2
. you can handle was not manageable . "Marco" ina Nothing
HAPPY BIRTHDAY for Tuesday, Aug. 11, 2015: Und | what role you need © play in ord 5 NFL officia Dy he Urais Scot
This year you could see a substantial financial to have a situation evolve. Tonight: Where your 20 Spreading tree 6 Higher in rank :
change, but for the better. You seem to know what fnends are. 21 Chicago's than ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE:
\ s
::‘n;ucbd.ly:lydw-wmmicnm Yﬂm'wa LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) %% You will see weg EBE an muﬂlll
Llc:mhanml to understand what how you can make a difference if you move for- 22“1 I RIO|S{AJO|[S L [ONEMIO| I |R|A
1s happening within your immediate circle keeps ward with an important matter. You could be feel- 7 ““::0 E[M[PITIYISIU]I|TRIIO|TIAIS]
you on top of your game. If you ae single, you g off-kilter if you are not in tne with your feel- 72507 L SICIR[E [EINTIAL [L[FITIN]S| -
24 1960 hit for Dion ,
are likely to attract quite a few admirers. Enjoy ""“J".’”"‘““ g sy g - rl-vep— and e Beimorts BEODE [N GO0
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SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) i Make o sbout QUIOIRIINISIRRE | LINE,
- point of touching base with a key person, either 30 Genesis mother l SlUlBJA|D]1]V] I [N]|G .
"-‘Ln—n . You will gain a lot 31 Bias TI{HIEIA - QEUUB
of important could force you to 33 Skon biemisr S|EJAINICIERRFIU|T|Z JWIE|R
g0 in 2 new direction. You have had a premoni- 34 Rassed as RIAIWENOIVIA
tion as 10 what 10 do here. Tonight: Let your mind nOrS8s
wander. 35 Extremety
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) s mpressive
Suddenly, others seem 0 view you in a more m‘m ‘
TAURUS (April 20-May 20) %### Listen care- favorable light. They see you as a leader and a - O, what 28 Baby deer
fully 1o what someone has 1o say. You might find uwhuhmmmwmn difflerenty.

a more creative solution when handling this issue.
Mhﬂddhﬁlpﬁﬂduwﬁ
greater clanity. A child or loved one will

myuleﬂutﬂ:n‘l: Make the most
moment.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) s %% You could
be far more creative and i than you have
in the recent past, ally when dealing with
a domestic matter. A disruptive element seems o
mark the day. Be careful with spending. Tonight:
Make sure your budget can handle a major pur-

the
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Dr. Dre's new album
rCompton” doesn™t just un-
foid, it forward — a
mass of relentiess

beats and lyrical

. arming tha
amounts to
much more
than anyone
could have
expected
from a hip-
hop legend whose last solo
album hit shelves in 1999.
. He might be millions of
goliars richer and several
decades removed from
the life that inspired the
upcoming N.W.A. biopic,
*Straight Outta Compton,’
but Dre has not lost his
edge, nor has he lost his
touch.

“‘Murder this, murder
isten, hit a suburban whip-
bin'" Dre spits on “Geno-
cide.” "Tinted windows,
(gun sound) right at your
wifey, and | bet you miss
her”

The man can stil rap.
Fellow veterans Ice Cube
and Snoop Dogg de-
fiver perhaps their hardest
verses in recent memory
on “Issues” and “One Shot,
Dne Kill" respectively. But
Dre's outstanding produc-
tion — with help from Dem
Jointz, DJ Dahi, Focus
and more — is what makes
Compton™ enthralling.

erses from Kendrick

mar and newcomer King
Mez also shake things up

“Once upon a time, |
shot a (person) on ac-
¢ident. | tried to kill him
but | guess | needed more
practicing. That's when |
realized banging wasn't for
everybody” Lamar rhymes
on “Deep Water,” which be-
gins with the gut-wrenching
sounds of a man spiashing,
and gasping for air

“Loose Cannons” is

nically bananas, with its

hifting sound beds, which
pansition seamiessly be-
fween rolling drums, heavy
metal-inspired strings and
more, while Xzibit, Cold
187um and Sly Pyper take
turns on vocals. The song
concludes with a chilling
skit that ends with a woman
being shot then buried

Perhaps the album's
most shocking line comes
by way of Eminem on the
otherwise clever “Medicine
Man”® In a rapid fire verse
about dismissing conse-
quences and murdering
rappers on every Dre-
provided beat, Em spouts
off about raping b-words
who enjoy t — a poor way,
perhaps, of describing how
even his critics and compe-
fition relish his bars.

Anger Is ever-present
on “Compton.” but there's
reflection, 100. “Animails,’
which counts DJ Premier
among its producers,
captures that emotion and
puts things into perspec-
tive. “Still tryna figure out,
why the (expletive) I'm full
of rage,” Dre raps, later
adding, “Just a young black
man from Compton won-
dering who could save us.

It is a question that
needed answering at the
start of Dre’s career, and it
s a question that could use
an answer now

Melanie J. Sims/AP

MIDLAND /ODESSA/LAMESA/ 14-15 Twisted Taxas @ Your Place
BIG SPRING/ ANDREWS
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Alan Jackson: No pressure to compete with my history

By Mesfin Fekadu

Assoctated Press

NEW YORK — After 25 years in the music
industry, pressure 1s no longer a factor for Alan
Jackson

“You always want to make a good album,
you're concerned about doing that. but | don’t
feel pressure to compete with any of my history
or trying to worry about getting on the radio

 selling many albums,” said Jackson, sporting

his signature cowboy hat in a recent interview.
Jackson, 56, released his debut album 1n
1990, and marks an anniversary this year with

' his 15th studio album, “Angels and Alcohol.”

It debuted at No. | on the country albums chart
last month.

“(I) try to just focus on the music and what
songs work better together and the sound, and
make an album,” he said. “I tned to always con-
centrate on that and not worry so much about,
‘Well is this one going to be nominated for a
Grammy?'"

Turns out he didn’t need to worry about 1t.
Jdckson, who is from rural Newnan, Georgia.
has earned two Grammy Awards, among other
accolades. He recently wrapped the spring leg
of his 25th Anniversary Keepin' In Country

-~ Tour, and he talked about his new album, the

streaming business and more with The Associ-

ated Press

AP: What comes to mind when you think

14-15 Funky Munky @ The Bar

15 Richard Acuna, Michael Leonard, Adean Fu-

sion @ Music City Mall

15 Fietcher, Boll, & Ward @ Odessa Country Club

11 Saving Abel, 89 Reasons. Kilter, SeViin @ 16 Matt Stell @ Basin Burger House

15 Aloha O Hawall Polynesian Dance Group,

about being in the industry for 25 years?

Jackson: Old (laughs). I'm very proud of
it. ... | feel relaxed. | feel like, ‘Gosh, I've just
done so much and accomplished so much and
been so fortunate.’ | couldn’t hardly ask for
anything else, so the rest is just like fun.

AP: How do you think you've grown?

Jachu;lgi:mlobokal all the charts
all the time. In the beginning, you're look-
ing at your song, ‘Oh it went from 8 to 9 and

every week, you're looking at it and how many

Jackson: | wrote that when my middie
daughter moved to California and it was the
same thing my daddy said to me when | moved
to Nashville. | was young and he said, ‘If it *
doesn’t work out you can always come home.” -
That meant a lot and that’s why that song o
spilled out.

s _.xwwfmwm’h
was re

Jackson: | think I played her a rough track

me abd went 10 7..And s ~before | yar vocal. Mage
everybody tear up ( .
AP: Are you a big fan of any contemporary

(radi0) spins you got — it just drives you crazy.
... Try to concentrate on the music and not get
caught up in being a celebrity in the spotlight
because then the music ends up going to the
bottom. ‘

AP: Streaming is how so many people listen
t0o music — are you into that?

Jackson: | don’t know that it’s a bad thing.
| think from a business sile, you know, being
a songwriter and being a part of the Nashville
community so long and record labels, | think all
that has hurt the financial part of the business
and 1t hurts the business because it's hard for
songwriters to make a living ... For the fans, |
think, it's nice; they can get what they want.

| feel disappointed sometimes ... they can
buy what they want and not buy the album. |
want them to buy the album, not 'cause | want
the sales or the money, it’s ‘cause that's your
IMUSIC.

AP: What was 1t like writing ‘You Can Al-
ways Come Home’ for your daughter?

Blue Max .
| Adean Fusion @ Music City Mal
1 oo, Bt Grome, The Duad 16 The Shades @ Museum of the Southwes! 23
Dalsies @ Vi aner Nol 17 Showdown @ Andrews Senior Center 23 Rick
' 18 Tommy, Jean, Jerry & Co. @ Permian Basin Fair
12 Callahan @ Shack in the Back Dance Chub 23 Dalles
e e e e 19 Eyes Set 10 Kil, Archer @ Biue Max Florida
13 Showdown © West Texas Dance Club 20 Cody Svin SEg @ Basin Burger House 25 Johnay
’ 20 Tommy, Jean, Jerry & Co. @ West Texas 27 Kansas
fon, .mc«n‘:: 28
21C Dunn, Jon Joe 28
@ Texas Thunder Few
21 Honk - 28
21 la'
o |
21228
21-22
22 Max
2T

country acts?

Jackson: Jon Pardi ... Kacey Musgraves
.. Zac Brown. ... Miranda Lambert, she’s in
the spotlight a lot now, but I've known her for
years. She was opening for me when she was
still wearing her long, wrangled up blue jeans
out there. Shchureally worked hard and |
always liked the fact that she appreciates real
country (music) and writes some stuff like that.
Even some of her more aggressive stuff still has
an edgy, roots-y sound | like. There's still some
good music out there.

AP: There’s a lack of women on country
radio right now. Have you noticed that?

Jackson: It’s just kind of in cycles. | remem-
ber when Shania Twain was kind of leading the
pack a few years ago and it seemed like during
that time, it was just more woman than there
were guys winning all the awards. It was just
back and forth, back and forth. I'm sure it will
turn around.
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12 Trapt, Sons Of Texas, Poynie © Jake's Sports
Cafe & Backroom

SEPTEMBER

24 Jason Aidean, Cole Swindell, Tyler Farr 0
United Supermarkets Arena

AUGUST

12 Damien Rice @ South Side Baliroom
12 “American idol Live” with Clark Beckham, Nick

n%hmm&uo
Verizon Al Grand Prairie

14 JIl Scoft @ Verizon Theatre At Grand Prairie
14 Someons Still Loves You Boris Yeltsin @ Three
Links Event Center

17 @ Verizon Theatre

18 Alabama § Drive-By Truckers @ Vertzon
20 Inoubus, Deftones , Death From Above 1979,
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By Schuyler Dixon

Associated Press

OXNARD, Calif. — Sean Lee waited 15
months to be cleared for every segment of prac-
tice after the oft-injured Dallas linebacker tore
a ligament in his left knee in the first offseason
workout of 2014,

When the moment finally came a little more
than a week into training camp, Lee played it
Iw-kcy

player is a little weary of
mjulytllktxzr“nunmg 23 of the past 24 games
for the — playoffs includéd — with
knee, neck hmlrin;injmies.Andthﬂ's

not counting the 10 games he sat in 2012 with a
badly damaged {oe.

“They have been progressing me a certain
way,” Lee said after his first 11-on-11 work Sun-
day. “I felt great the whole time. | haven't played
football in a long time. This was a nice first step.”

Lee tore his right anterior cruciate ligament at
Penn State and was available to Dallas late in the
second round of the 2010 draft in part because of
his history with injuries. He was told at the time
of the first surgery that his left knee was basically
a tear waiting to happen; which it did last year

Cowboys’ Lee is finally full-go, but is playmg it low key

when he engaged rookie lineman Zack Martin in

a non-contact drill. mw'

A year later, Lee was moving around nor-
mally during the offseason, but not any
closer to the action than and some
individual work. The plan continued in

California with Lee
seven drills.

While he acknowledges that age and the ic-
cumulation of injuries makes it a little easier for
him to accept the methodical approach to rehab,
umnfmmduwuymsmulkhhmm
some goal-line work the day before trainers and
coaches finally approved it.

“You'd rather have the guy who wants to get
in there and you have to pull him back than the
other guy, who you're trying to push out there,”
coach Jason Garrett said.

“Sean has certainly been the former of those,
and he still is that way. There's a level of trust
and communication with him, and | think he
understands the plan really well.”

- Although unlikely to play in the preseason
opener at San Diego on Thursday night, the
29-year-old Lee should be on track to play in

INto SOme seven-on-

Please see LEE/3C

PUTTING IN TIME

SEC aims
to reclaim
supremacy
after title
drought

By John Zenor

Associrated Press

The Southeastern Conference 1s the
unquestioned King of college football
leagues.

Maybe 1n some circles

That mindset has become practically a
mantra for SEC coaches, fans and media
over the last decade, but other leagues
have won the national crown the last two
SCASONS.

As usual, this season the SEC has no
shortage of solid candidates to crack the
four-team College Football Playoffs,
in¢luding Alabama despite an unsettied
quarterback situation. That's a famihar
refrain for other would-be contenders like
Georgia, Mississippi, LSU and perhaps
even Auburm, which doesn’t expect to
miss a beat with Jeremy Johnson replac-
ing Nick Marshall

It’s still hard to argue against the top-

As the old saying goes: Practice makes perfect. Midland High and Lee football players got the chance 1o do just that for the
first time Monday. Gridders hit the field and hit the gym 1o build strength and build bonds. With the season’s start just a few
weeks away, players and coaches hope their time and effort prepare them for what lies ahead. Bur will it be enough? Will it all
come together? Will victory be achieved? Only the game can tell that story, and only practice can push the narrative in your
favor.

PHOTOS CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: Lee's Kaleb Nunez maxes out during the first team practice of the season Monday.
Midland High head football coach Craig Yenzer works with quarterbacks art the first team practice of the year Monday at Me-
morial Stadium. Bulldogs quarterback Brady Bolger rolls out of the pocket during a passing drill at practice

PHOTOS BY JAMES DURBIN | REPORTER- TELEGRAM

By Genaro C. Armas aging for Johnson in 2010.
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to-bottom strength of a league where
Mississippi State 1s picked to finish last in
the SEC West a year after spending five
weeks ranked No. | in the land. And the
Bulldogs' Dak Prescott is the league's
only established star quarterback

“] feel like we weren't satisfied with
the No. | ranking because we wanted to
be No. | at the end of the year,” Mis-
sissippi State defensive back Taveze
Calhoun said

That basically sums up the ambi-
tons of the league’s top powers since
Ohio State pounded away at Alabama s
defense in the Sugar Bowl, a semifinal
game.

But the SEC has its work cut out

The league didn’t even lead the way
into the NFL draft either with the ACC
and Pac-12 having more first-rounders 1
fewer overall picks.

If the case for No. | league 1sn't quite
s0 open and shut these days, there's little
question the SEC West stacks up as the
most compelling. cannibalistic division
All seven programs are led by coaches

making at least $4 million a year.
The media picked Auburn to
win the SEC, but Alabama got more

points in the West voting, illustrating the
lack of a consensus favorite even within

Please see SEC/3C
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It’s a sand trap! Watch out for Whistling’s bunkers at PGA




Micland 5 Micland 8
Corpus Christi 4 Corpus Clwietl 3

e el

ESPN

Southwest Regional, semifinal, at Waco, 8 p.m., ESPN

Baseball

Regional coverage, at St. Louis or Detroit at Kansas
City, 7 p.m.. MLB

Texas at Minnesota, 7:10 p.m., FSSW

. Soccer

UEFA Super Cup, Sevilla vs. Barcelona at Tbilisi, Georgia, 1:30

p.m., FS1

WHAT’S ON DECK

GIRLS VOLLEYBALL
MHS at Monahans, 2 p.m.
Lee JV at Trinity, 3:30 p.m.
Coahoma at Greenwood, 5 p.m.
Midiand Christian at Trinity, 6:30 p.m.
Kermit at MCA, 6:30 p.m.

CORRECTION

In Monday’s edition of the Reporter-Telegram, Midland High
left tackle Paxton Heiting was mentioned with an incorrect first

name.
The Midiand Reporter-Telegram regrets the error.

TRANSACTIONS

LLE JAGUARS — Wawved-myured
Leegue B Maft Robmson Segned DL Camaron Beard
DETROIT GERS — Optionsd LHP iar NEW ENGLAND MTRIOTS — Relsased
ol 10 Toledo (IL) Recalled LHP Kyle Ryar tror Q8 Matt Fiynn TE Mason Brogne and LB Ohvs
Tokeao White Sgned OB Ryan Lndiey RE Tony Creecy
LOS ANGELES ANGELS — Optoned R and TE Logan Siokes
am Bedrosan 10 Salt Lake (PCL) Remstated NEW YORK JETS — Paced S Amomo Alen
P Jered Weaver from the 15-day DL n nured reserve Acthvated DU Kev Vickerson
MINNE SOTA TWINS — Opsoned OF Byror rorm the PUP st
Suxton 10 Rochesier (IL) TENNESSEE TITANS — Wanved-mared CB
TEXAS RANGERS — Traded INF Tyler _urts Riey Sgned CB Wil Brown Actvated NT
Pastomciy 10 Philadelpha or cash Samymee =l from e PUP ist
Natonsl Lsague MOCKEY
ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS — Sent 38 Prw National HoCkey League
Gosseln i he AZL Damondbacks ior a rehat NEW YORK RANGERS — Signed C Jarmet
sssgment Stod
NEW YORK METS — Opsoned 38 Enc
Lampbed 1v Las Vegas (PCL) Rensistes OF M
Jael Cutdyer rom e 15-day DL Sert 38 Dewc
Wrght © St Lucse (FSL) Tor 2 rehad assagrvmen

Amencen

Amenican Hochey Lsegue
SPRINGFIELD FALCONS — Sgned D
Steven Delsie 10 2 one-year contract Promoted
hrs Thompson semsor woe president Cotney

LONG SSLAND DUCKS - Faded OF Sryar bresasishnleseossiioiogptbsron v
>abatels © Bragepon tor INF Sean Burrougns manage: of hcket cperatons and Luke Pasish 10
mzwﬂmwwmw manage ¥ Jame OEBNONS-(Tealve SOrVCes

Frontler Loague CCSU — Named Kyle Gaflo men's gof coach
mﬂ‘iﬂf;::” EAST CAROLINA — Named Willam Nowadly

ROCKFORD AVIATORS — Ressases R
ok Grn and C Tyler Smin

SCHAUMBURG BOOMERS — Traceo INF
~ax) Massey 1o Southern nos for 2 piayer 10 be y
named Released AP AJ Qurntero S08Ch

SOUTHERN ILLINOIS MINERS — Ralsasec

Nations! Football Lesgue wOmen 3 Dasketbal operatons

EALTIMORE RAVENS — Amvnounced W= WAGNER — Named Les" Galaghe womer ¢
Skeve Smilth wil relre af e and of e 201¢ 258N BCrosse coach Rache! Valareh
SBARON wOmen § OluMias JSMStan Coach and Katrma

CINCINNAT) BENGALS — Actvated LB Re, Martnelh women § BCTOSSe "eCTUING COOMRNAIO!

from e PUP " S0dmOn 10 her JUBES s asssiant coach

CLEVELAND BROWNS — Wanved WR YALE — Named Alyssa Vurmay women §
Hodney Smith Soned LB Mose Fokoy BCrosse coact

GREEN BAY PACKERS — Relgased P Cooy SHIVA — Named Sheilley Whiake assoc
W e ate direcior of athietcs

PRO RODEO

Through Aug. 2 ¢ Fusty Wnght. Millora Utah $80 54

AR Around )} Taos Muncy Cororna NM §77 857

' Trevor Brazie Decatur Texas §168 011 4 Jacobs Crawtey Stephervile Texas
! Cat Smant Bebvi'e Tomas $85 805 $74 080

3 T Cooper. Decatur Texas $81 875 5 Cont Scheer Elgmers Net §7' %

Tie-down Rooping
| Marty Wies. Stephenville Texas §7' 521
2 Caletb Sret Balville Texas §7' 168
3 T Cooper Decatr Texas $70 988
- 4 Jecobs Crawiey Stephervile Texas
Hardwick. Laramse, Wyo $65 335 $74 090
5 Con Scheer Elsmere Neb $7' 98
Steer Ropng
' M Chase McAiester Oxia $54 829
2 Trovor Brasie Decatr Texas 549 397 }

2 Ty Enciaon. Helena. Mort. $80.043 3 Vin Fisher Jr. Androws, Texss 40.324 |
HT;E-WL:“C‘ 4 Scot Snedecor Fred : Sams
Tarner Cochvane. Aberta $57 M7 408
;mn-:mmum‘lﬁaﬁﬁ > Jess Terney Hermosa. 5.0 $45.802
Team Roping (hesder Aisc § Shey Good. Midiand Texas
Clay Tryan. Bilings. Mot $81 316 34048 11 JoJo Lalond. Andrews. Texss
2 Trowor Brazde Decats Texas $8% 588 -
J Demick Begay. Sebe Del. Ay $60
4 Jake Barmes. Scofisdale Arz §6) B°
5 Agron Temgine, Tube City Ay $80 772
Team Roping (heeter
' Jage Corll Fallon Nev $81 314
! Patnck S, Lpen Teas §58 588
1 Clay O'Bren Cooper Gardrervile Ne
m'!"l'
4 Jumor Noguera Scomsdale Arg 38 258
5 Tavs Geaves Jay Olda §55 a0
Also 14 JoJo Lelond Andrews Texss
MR
Rng 4 Sherry Corv Marara. Ariz 580 498
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Texas League Second-Hailf Standings

North Division South Division .
W L Pt OB W L L P
Spingheld......... .4 20 54 —~ Mdend.........29 15 9 -~
Akansas......... .. .8 21 583 1\ . xCopmChvigh..... .M 20 54 §
-Northwest Avkarsas 16 27 32 ™H SanAnionio.......10 26 480 N
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FROM STAFF & WIRE REPORTS :
ONTY
Littie League Baseball
Southeast Regional, semifinal, at Warmer Robins, Ga., 2 p.m.,
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26-24, 25-18.

10 lead the Lady Bulldogs.
MHS next goes to Monah-

-9

|
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Clare Lancaster had 21 kills,
Sstudey Sundey  Today Wednesday Thursday | Konner Wood had 54 digs
Emily Wickman had 41 assists

and

Forernan §. Samah Netson 3

Dgs — Xorver Wood $4 Czabeth Lok 24
Harper 12, Lancaster 1 Madison Ford 8. Ermidly

Wickran § Beovam 3 Epley 2 Emiy Key 7
Foreman 1
Assists — Wickman 41 Key 16 Wood 2

Kils — Clawe Lancaster 71 Kssts Epiey |7
“erred Harper 14 Chvwten Beckharm |1 Gentry
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Associated Press

' Michael Phelps checks the board for his time after he competed in the preliminary round of the
men's 200-melter breaststroke at the U.S. swimming nationals Monday in San Antonio.

Michael Phelps back on top as

focus turns to Rio Olympics

By Paul Newberry

Associated Press

SAN ANTONIO —

Michael Phelps already has

far more medals than any

. Olympic athlete.

There is no longer any

' reason to doubt he'll have

another massive haul in
Rio.

Not after an astounding
weekend in sweltering San
Antonio, where Phelps
tumed in a performance at
the U.S. national champi-
onships that re-established
his place as the world's
dominant swimmer.

He churned through the
waler, his body as ripped
and fit as ever, producing
times that haven’t been
seen since the days of the
high-tech bodysuits. When
nval swimmer Chad le

Clos trash-talked from afar.

it only made Phelps go
faster
"I did what | came here

' to do,” he said Monday.

Phelps was barred from
the world championships
after his second drunken-
drniving arrest, so he turned
the national championships
into his biggest meet of the
year

Never mind that this was
essentially a junior-varsity
event, largely made up of
promising youngsters, a
few late bloomers and a
smattening of big-name
swimmers who failed 1o
qualify for worlds

Hdrdly the sort of com-
petition that Phelps is used
to facing, but he wasn't
concerned about the guy in

" the next lane. His attention
~ was focused on Kazan.

Russia — specifically, the
winning times at worlds
in the 100-meter butterfly,
the 200 fly, and the 200
individual medley.
Phelps was determined
to beat them all, to prove
to everyone he was the real
Mission accomplished.
Phelps’ times in the fly
harkened back to 2009,
when rubberized suits
made a mockery of the

clock. His performance

- LS - ) [ S - - - . h

in the 200 IM was faster

than anyone has gone since

he won gold at the 2012
Olympics.

“l prepared myself for
the best and the worst,” he
said. “I thought that was
something that really made
an impact on me being so
relaxed. | was ready for
anything. That’s something
| got back to, something |
haven’t done in a while.”

After winning eight
gold medals at the 2008
Beijing Olympics, knock-
ing off Mark Spitz’s iconic
Olympic record, Phelps
had largely accomplished
what he wanted to do in
the sport by age 23. His
training fell off.

There was that notoni-
ous tablowd picture of him
inhaling from a marijuana
pipe. And when he failed
1o even win a medal in his
hirst event at London, 1t
looked as though his time
had passed. -

Being Michael Phelps,
he bounced back to capture
four golds and two silvers
at the 2012 Games, making
him the most decorated
athlete in Olympic history.
He retired after his last
event in London, with |8
golds, 22 medals overall.
and supposedly no desire
0 keep swimming into his
30s.

Well, here he is, about
six weeks removed from
his 30th birthday, on top of
the game again.

His retirement barely
lasted a year. His come-
back has hardly been

smooth, though. When he
was arrested
last September, Phelps de-
cided to take a long, hard
look at himiself. He went
through six weeks of hicnpa-
Lient l.hcrlpy. which helped
nim deal with everything
from family dynamies (his
parents divorced when he
was a child, resulting in a
strained relationship with

w) to issues with

again for DUI

Phelps vowed not to

drink at least through the
Rio Games and made a
commitment to get in the

RO R R R R R R

best shape of his life. That
work has clearly paid
off. He’s more muscular,
more defined. His body
didn’t hurt as much
as he thought it would
after back-to-back-to-back
races, though he requires
more sleep than he did in
his younger days.

“My body doesn’t feel
tired: I'm just sleepy,” he
said. “That’s the biggest

thing, just staying on top of

my sleep.

By the end of the
month, he’ll move from
his beloved Baltimore to
the Phoenix area to remain
with longtime coach Bob
Bowman, who is
over at Anizona State.
have one of the longest,
most succesgsful partner-
ships in sports, and Phelps’
trust 1n his coach never
wavers.

From all indications,
Phelps will swim the same
three individual events
in Rio that he dominated
in San Antonio (he also
posted the sixth-fastest
time in the preliminaries
of the 200 breaststroke on
Monday, the final day of
nationals, but he described
that as “just a fun, jake-
around event”).

Associated Press

KAZAN, Russia —
hate Ledecky is ready to
enjoy a week off. She's
certainly earned it.

With five gold medals

and three /

records at
the. woﬂd

victorious 4x200 free relay.

The 18-year-old American
1S 9-0 in finals at world
meets, having won four
goids and set two world
records in 2013 at Barce-
lona.

“After Barcelona, | set
my goals for these last
couple years, and | have a
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