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Last-minute shopplng rush is on for many

For some workers, holiday L) Simaen
means bUSII'IESS as usual Two days are left until Christmas. One

would think that by this time, most would be
preparing hams and fruitcakes, however, that

By Jennifer Cherry

Staff Writer

1s not the case with many Midlanders this year.
Many have left shopping for the last
minute because of the state of the oil econo-

Most Midlanders are looking forward to the long weekend Chnist- my, Pat Barr, manager at James Avery
mas will bring this year. But for some, gt will be business as usual. Craftsman Inc., speculated.

Letter carriers will pick up and deliver as normal on Friday, Christ- Although it has come later, she added that
mas Eve. But according to Allen Brock, manager of customer services business 1s the best she has seen in her nine
for the U.S. Postal Service, windows in the actual post offices will close years with the company. A lot more people
at noon, as well as the administration, passports and bulk mail offices. are coming from surrounding towns such as

“There’s not going to be much business that afternoon,” Brock said. Odessa, Seminole and Fort Stockton, she said.

But on Monday, mail will be delivered as usual. That same sched- Barr added that her customers from (dessa
ule, he added, will be followed on New Year's weekend. have increased threefold this year.

“We’'re about 10 percent over what we did last year,” Brock said, Dennis Clayton, economic development
attributing the increase in mail to more shoppers buying online. IRAREgET & the Midland Chamber of Com-
- “We’'ve been fortunate to deliver a lot of that,” he said. merce, said one thing that might be a factor

The County Courthouse will be closed at 3 p.m. Dec. 23 and reopen
Tuesday, Dec. 28. City Hall is closed Christmas Eve and Christmas
Day. The Midland County Library will be closed at 3 p.m. Dec. 23

in customers coming from other cities is that

the chamber sees Midland as a regional cen-
and open its doors again Tuesday, Dec. 28 at 10 a.m. at the Centen-
Please see BUSINESS/4A
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wrapped and ready when they amve.’

Barr said she has hired double the emplﬂy
ees from Chnistmases past in order to handle
the 400-plus sales the store has averaged each
day for the last week. Sometimes the wait in
line has even reached 30 minutes.

“Usually, two days before Christmas is
always our busiest day,” Barr said.

The long lines and crowded stores have left
shoppers surprisingly happy. Jan Crow of
Midland said she “does not like to shop.” She
said the mall has been “hommble.” However,
she has not expenenced any rudeness.

“It was so refreshing. This year, everyone
has been so nice,” Mrs. Crow added.

Tanya Bishop, Kay Bee Toy store manag-
er, shared the same observation.

“Traffic is much more peaceful. This year,
customers seem more calm,” she said. “Last
year, they seemed mad when they came in the
store.”

Her store has also expenenced a heavier
volume of people than usual. Mrs. Bishop
said the store 1s the most empty she has ever
seen 1t

Brian Adamcik/Reporter-Telegram
Pat Barr, store at James Avery
Craftsman Inc., helps 8-year-old Kaleigh
Rogers try on a ring Wednesday. Kaleigh
was helping to size a ring that will be giv-
en to her 18-month-oid brother.

ter for health care, shopping and services.
“It has just been busy all day,” Barr said.
“Some people call on their cell phones and

tell workers what they want and ask that it be Please see SHOPPING/4A

Christmas: German style
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Holidays are more
low-key in his country,
exchange student says

Editor's note: This is the third in a muiti-part series looking at the
differences of holiday celebrations around the world.

By Jeff Stevens
Staff Writer

If there is any significant difference that German exchange
student Fritz Pomorski sees between local Christmas celebra-
tions and those at home, it’s the scale on which they're cele-
brated.

“We just don't celebrate it that big,” said Fntz.

His host mother Janice Renfro said she had gotten that impres-
sion, as well.

“I don’t think they go all out,” Ms. Renfro said. “For me, Chnst-
mas is the biggest thing in our household the whole year.’

She said that Fritz’s family only sent him some small presents
and chocolate. However, when the student celebrated his 18th
birthday, his parents sent $400 cash and made quite a fuss about
the event.

“To them, that was a really big deal,” said Ms. Renfro, adding
that it appears to have been a bigger event than Christmas.

Despite the differences in emphasis, there are similanties. Ger-
mans do believe in a traditionally attired Santa Claus, complete
with the white beard, red suit and black boots. He's also fabled
to pilot a sleigh pulled by eight shiny reindeer.

In fact, one of Fritz’'s most memorable Christmases involves
Santa Claus, known as Weihnachtsmann in Germany. ancly
translated, “Weihnachtsmann™ means “Christmas man.

“When | was five years old it was the first time somebody
dressed up as Santa Claus and came to our house. I was so excit-
ed and waited the whole day until six or seven. The bell rang
and | npcnod the door and Santa Claus was standing in front of
my door,” Fritz said.

Santaputtheboyonmslapcndukedlfhc d been good, which
met with the same response any child provides when asked the
question. Santa then rewarded his good behavior with presents. ]

“Then he left and I wanted to see his sleigh and reindeer so
bad,” Fritz said.

His parents explained that he couldn’t see them because it was-

~ n't allowed.

U. Frank Williams Jr/Reporter-Telegram

German ex student Fritz Pomorski Ilghu a candle in the home of his host family, the Renfros. He says in Germany,
“We just don’t celebrate it (Christmas) that big.” But despite the differences In emphasis, there are similarities in the tradi-

Please see HOLIDAYS/4A tions, such as Santa Claus and his eight reindeer.

Wurtz conS|der|ng run for council

» Former Mayor J.D. Faircloth has indicat- desire to run.

FromStaftReports

The at-large field in the upcoming Midland
City Council race has drawn its fifth unoffi-
cial candidate.

Charlene Romero Wurtz, who serves as

sident of the Midland College Board, con-

Wednesday that she is considering a

run for the council seat being vacated by Jose
Cuevas.

There are two at-large seats up for grabs in
the May election. Incumbent Dale Brown's
seat, in addition to the Cuevas seat, will be
determined in the May balloting.

Thus far, the at-large contest has drawn five
possible contenders: |

* Brown has been sending signals that he will
run for another term.

* Jerry Morales, a local restaurant owner and

president of the Hi ic Chamber of
g:mmcc. has su that he might ryh
because he is y with the way in which
the City Council handled the exodus of City
Manager Mike McGregor who resigned his
post last week.

tdhcwanlﬂlﬂrunfnrthccounmlandhasbecn
critical of the $35 million stadium project as
well as the McGregor situation.

» Bill Dingus, who recently served as cam-
pal cha:mmn for United Way fund drive, has

he might run for the at-large seat.

* Wurtz, who said she has sitive
feedback” from close associates with whom
she has discussed a possible City Council can-
didacy.

If there were five candidates for the two at-
large seats, the two highest vote-getters
would take office. | )

Wmu,whoscrvtsasapammshlpspecml_ 1st
with the U.S. Census, said she got interested
in running for City Council because she is con-
cerned that Hispanics will lose a voice in city
affairs when Cuevas stgps down. The next cen-
sus will probably indicate that Midland has a
population that is 40 percent Hispanic, she said.

Although Wurtz sa:d she was unhappy with
the way McGregor was treated in the weeks

lcadln up to hls forced rent:on. she said
thatisnotthcimcthal_hu driving her
= ¢

“ am con-
cerned about Mid-
land’s future. We
need to diversify
the economy. We
need to capitalize
on opportunities
the new stadium
will bring. We Wurz
need to address the changing population and
what they will mean to our city,” Wurtz said.

If she was elected to the City Council, Wurtz
said she would give up her post with Midland
College. She was originally appointed to the
Midland College Board 10 years ago and was
elected in her own right in 1992. Her current
term would expire in May.

Wurtz also has been involved in United
Way, Hispanic Cultural Center and Commu-
nity and Senior Services.

Four City Council seats will be up for elec-
tion in May — Cuevas’ seat, Brown's seat, the

) Please see couuci./;m




PAGE 2A

ALl . B

Associated Press

DUBA-YURT, Russia —

Russian forces trying to wipe out
rebels entrenched in the ruins of
the Chechen capital Grozny
intensely bombarded the smoke-
enshrouded city on Wednesday.
The rebels, firing from trench-
es and the hulks of buildings,
fought back against heavily
armored troops encircling the city.
Meanwhile, a pro-Moscow
Chechen militia of about 1,500
fighters has entered Grozny, said
a spokeswoman for militia com-
mander Bislan Gantamirov.
“‘Within seven days, Grozny
will come under our control,’” the
spokeswoman, Aizan Sultanova,
was quoted as saying by the Inter-
fax news agency.
She claimed that the militia

entered the capital aldngside fed-
eral but llunlm Prime
Minister Putin denied on
Wednesday that there was any
fighting inside the city.

Rebels battled Russian para-
troopers trying to cut their supply
routes south of the capital, in the
rugged fogbound mountains bor-
dering Georgia, and claimed to
have inflicted heavy losses.

Despite the Russian forces sur-
rounding Grozny, the rebels claim
they have always been able to get
supplies into the city. Russia’s
desire to cut those supply routes
has prompted the military to send

into the mountains, even
though they are more vulnerable
to the Chechens’ guemilla skills
there than on flatter terrain.

Russia has taken control of most
of Chechnya since sending in

ground troops in September to

pre-dawn hours, said Mayor
Lecha Dudayev.

Chechen commander Adam
Baibulatov said Wednesday that
about 1,000 Russian paratroopers
had landed three miles from the
southern border with Georgia a
week ago and were surrounded by

747 cargo plane crashes near London

GREAT HALLINGBURY,
England (AP) — A Korean Air
747 cargo plane crashed shortly
after takeoff Wednesday from an
airport near London, narrowly
missing several homes before
bursting into a fireball and appar-
ently killing all four people aboard.

The plane just missed houses in
the village of Great Hallingbury,
three miles south of Stansted Air-
port, as it slammed into open
ground in the latest in a senes of
recent Korean Air accidents.

One body and some body parts
had been recovered, said Charles
Clark, assistant chief constable of
Essex County police, backtracking
on an earlier police report that two
bodies had been found. All four
people aboard were believed to
have died in the crash.

Gary Dan, 39, a village resident,
said he was in his upstairs bedroom
when he heard a groaning sound.
He ran to the window in ime to see
the jumbo jet, already on fire, fly-
ing over the top of his house.

““It yust mussed us by feet,”’ he
said. ‘It was just groaning. |
tracked it as it went to the field in
back of us and hit the ground and
was a big fireball. My brother and
[ ran down there to see if we could
find survivors and there was a
crater 30-feet-by-60 feet.’’

Dan said the heat of the fireball
could be felt in his house.

Stewart Thomson of the Essex
County Fire Bngade said fire-
fighters had the blaze under con-
trol.

The plane apparently hit power
lines, as the whole village was
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without electncity.

The cause of the crash was
unclear but the cockpit voice
recorder had been recovered,
Britain’s the Air Accident Inves-
tigations Branch confirmed.

Penny Pfaelz, Korean Air's
U.S. spokeswoman said she did not
know whether the cockpit crew had
tried to contact controllers or oth-
erwise report anything wrong.

Clark told an airport news con-
ference that of toxic fumes
at the crash site were unfounded.
He said reporters were being kept
back from the scene as a precau-
tion because the nature of the car-
go hadn’t been determined. The
plane was carrying 64 tons of car-
go.

There were no details on the
nationality of the crew, who were
bound for Malpensa Airport in
Milan, Italy, when the plane went
down minutes after takeoff at
6:40 p.m. local ime (1:40 p.m.
EST).

Boeing Co. spokesman Gary
Lesser, at the Everett, Wash.,
plant where the 747 was built, said
he had no immediate information
about the crash.

All flights in and out of Stanst-
ed were suspended Wednesday
night as area residents expressed
shock as the crash.

Annette Brooke-Taylor, who had
stopped at a service station near the
alrp)rt as the plane came down.
““There was a little girl nearby |
and it really fnghtened her. There

wmlmsofﬂmgpalmhmtlr K
sky and then it went very quiet and '
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then we realized
ble had
Taylor said.
Korean Air, the world’s 13th-
largest arline, has suffered a senes
of accadents at home and abroad in
recent years. The South Korean
government has forced the airlin-
er to change its management and
has 1ssued other penalties, includ-
ing cuts in its domestic and over-
seas flights. '
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Chechens claim to eﬁclrcle Russian paratroopers in mountain battle

forces, taking heavy losses.
‘Gmchmﬁgha:hvcmb-
lished a tight noose’’ around the
Baibulatov said in

Yurt, 20 miles south of

Grozny in the mountains’

with rebels Wednesday in the vil-
lages of Stare Atari, Atagi and
Serzhen-Yurt, the Interfax news
agency reported.

Refugees said fighting contin-
ued near Alkhan-Yurt, southwest
of Grozny, even though Russia
claimed control of the city earlier
this month. Yesita Jabrila, who
fled to the neighboring Russian
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the outskirts of Alkhan- Yurt “‘they
were shooting over us. Sometimes
tl:y_'dtﬁ::nhclttn&ndm
.‘mn
ldmhahotl::.lmm
were town. A
Rein Comnter. Col GoY
Leonid Ivashov, said Russia has
not confirmed reports that soldiers
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massacred 40 civilians there this
month, Interfax reported.

There are still an estimated
8,000 to 35,000 civilians inside
Grozny. Many do not want to flee
fwfwdltnmnuoopldﬂhng
thenudsmloftown,tbspl
mulitary’'s pledge that there would
be a safe passage.
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Four reported dead, dozens
hurt in Indonesian earthquake

KARYASARI, Indonesia
(AP) — Frightened residents
of Indonesia’s main island
moved their beds out onto the
street Wednesday, planning to
spend the night outdoors after
an earthquake killed four peo-
ple.

The magnitude-6.4 quake,
which hit the island of Java on
Tuesday night, also injured
about 200 people and severe-
ly damaged hundreds of
homes. Many villagers spent
Wednesday searching for any-
thing that could be salvaged.

One person was killed in
Karyasan village in Pagelaran
district, 75 miles southwest of
Jakarta. The hamlet of 4,000
people was one of the hardest-
hit areas, with 100 houses col-
lapsed or damaged.

Others died in Sumur, Pan-
imbang and Cibaliung dis-
tricts, said Muhtadi, a local
government official in Pan-
degelang district who, like
many Indonesians, uses one
name. The death toll was not
~ hikely to nise.

Fearing another temblor,
some residents moved their
beds outside. One woman said
she would spend the night in
a neighbor’s garden.

"'l was shocked. My kids
were screaming,”’ said Eroh
Rohtafia. **We ran straight out
of the house. We turned
around and saw our home fall
down.™’

Several government build-
ings and schools were badly
damaged. Heavy terracotta
roofs on houses had fallen in,
and large cracks appeared in
walls. Prayer towers at some
mosques had collapsed.

“*Everyone panicked,’’ said
Amad, the chief of nearby Ker-
ta Mukti village.

Indonesia’s Geophysics
Agency said the temblor was
centered beneath the Indian
Ocean, about 145 miles south-
west of the capital, Jakarta. It
was felt in Jakarta, but there
were no reports of damage in
the city.

There have been three major
quakes on the nearby island of
Sumatra since Sept. 18, each
with a magnitude of at least 5.
Those quakes happened in
remote areas, and no casualties
were reported.

The area affected by Tues-
day’'s quake lies near
Krakatau, an offshore vol-
cano in the Sunda Strait
between Java and Sumatra.
Krakatau blew up in 1883 in
one of the biggest eruptions in
recorded history. About
36,000 people died.

Indonesia is prone to earth-
quakes because of its location
on the Pacific ‘‘Ring of Fire,”’
a line of volcanically active
areas stretching from the west-
em coast of the Americas

across to Japan, Southeast
Asia and the South Pacific.

Kosovo children trade in

war toys at holiday event

PRISTINA, Yugoslavia (AP)
— Hundreds of ethnic Albanian
children traded war toys for ted-
dy bears, cars and dolls on
Wednesday in a pre-Christmas
giveaway intended to promote
peace in Kosovo.

About 300 children handed in
the plastic nfles, guns and knives
long popular in Kosovo. In
exchange, the Save the Children
chanty handed out toys intended
to promote peace — or at least
more innocent play.

“*Our children have to learn
that the war is over, *’ said Ner-
imane Kamberi, 32, accompanied
by his 4-year-old-son, Bind. ‘*As
the adults have given up their
weapons, they have to give them,
too. "’

Bind Kamben tumed over four
plastic pistols, one play rifle and
a huge toy knife before happily
trotting away with a bag laden

with little cars, a small basketball,
a toy piano and books.

Not all the children brought toy
weapons. One boy brought rifle
and pistol bullets while another
brought a real pistol that works
with dummy cartndges.

NATO peacekeepers, who
entered Kosovo in June after a 78-
day air war, supervising the
delivery. They said they were not
shocked that children showed up
with deadly weapons.

WORLD
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Y2K disruptions could hobble Asian manufacturers

Oy Yurl Kageyama

Associated Press

TOKYO — Leading manufac-
turers in Asia express confidence
they are prepared for the Year 2000
computer problem. But when
asked about their suppliers, they are
far less certain.

Corporations otherwise amply
prepared could be crippled by Y2K
disruptions of their suppliers. It's
an unsettling scenano for such
technology nations as
Japan, South Korea, Taiwan, Sin-
gapore — and the United States.

For big industnies like auto and
consumer electronics makers,
falling just one part short could shut
down entire assembly lines. Espe-
cially susaepuble are companies
with “‘just-in-time manufactur-
Ing  systems, a technique pio-
neered by the Japanese — and
widely used by Detroit — in
which parts are obtained only as
needed to keep inventories low and
profit margins high.

Mindful of Y2K's potential for
disruption, many big manufactur-
ers have broken the mold for this
one-time event, stockpiling any-
where from a few days to a few
weeks’ supplies prior to Dec. 31.

But many smaller manufactur-
ers have not.

That means any Y2K problems
upstream in the supply chain
might not be felt for weeks — but
could then cause assembly lines
from Osaka to Detroit to grind to
a halt.

Worldwide, only 26 percent of
all companies have arranged alter-
nate supply or distnbution chan-
nels. Companies with more than
500 employees are doing some-
what better, with 45 percent hav-
ing alterate suppliers, according
to the Massachusetts-based tech-
nology research group Intemational
Data Corporation.

The research group forecasts
$22.8 billion in losses to businesses

GIVE THE GIFT OF
A RELAXING MASSAGE
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worldwide from Y2K-related fail-
ures and predicts a ripple effect: for

every dollar lost by one company,

business partners will suffer 70

cents 1n losses.

Reflecting a global trend, larg-

er Japanese corporations are bet-
ler prepared than smaller ones for |

Y 2K, the legacy of a programming

flaw in which vyears were

expressed with just two digits,
meaning 2000 could be misread as
1900, causing crashes and scram-
bled data in computers and the
microchips prevalent in so many
assembly lines.

At the end of October, only 75
percent of small- and medium-
sized companies in Japan had
completed Y 2K repairs — far low-
er than the nearly 100 percent for
banks and 92 percent for compa-
nies in general, government stud-
1Ies show.

Kazuo Sato, a Tokyo city offi-
cial who counsels small and medi-
um-sized companies on Y 2K, says
many smaller companies couldn’t
afford to invest in remedies even
if they wanted to.

“I'm worried,”’ Sato said. *‘Fix.
ing a Y2K problem isn’t an invest-
ment that a business sees as return-
Ing a profit anytime soon."’

Dennis Grabow, an investment
banker with Millennium Invest-
ment Corp. in Chicago believes
supply-chain disruptions are like-
ly — and capable of setting off
recessions in some nations. Sup-
pliers in industries like aviation or
computers can’t be replaced easi-
ly — and stocking up is unrealis-
tic for industries that require thou-
sands of parts, he said in a tele-
phone interview.
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The danger could hit practical-
ly anywhere.

A power failure could stymie a
supplier, even if it had fixed its
computers. Or a ship transporting
parts could be disabled by Y2K
troubles and prevented from mak-
ing a delivery.

And some suppliers are in
nations like Indonesia and China,
where the millennium bug is
expected to cause at least moder-
ate though unpredictable disrup-
uons.

"“There are potential problems at
the supply chain that we cannot
possibly control,’” said Peng Nai-
chueh, spokesman for Gigabyte
Technology, a major Taiwanese
maker of motherboards, the main
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carcuit board on computers.

Peng, whose company's clients
include Compaq and Fujitsu, says
It 1s impossible to monitor all the
company's more than 100 suppli-
ers.

Some parts are already in short
supply in Taiwan because of
booming electronics sales and the
Sept. 21 earthquake that damaged
some plants.

Japanese government officials
nsist plants will b¢ humming
along, more or less just-in-time,
with no major trouble after New
Year's.

Yet the government has not
independently checked the pnivate
sector's Y2K readiness, and mu-
lennium bug analysts are skeptical.
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! 'MILLENNIUM;
FIGURINES '

* Pretend Dress-Up
Clothes

* Chicken Foot

STAINLE

* Tea Sets * Mexican Train
* Klutz Books * Dominoes
* Miniature Cars * Games
S * Pez Candy * Puzzles
* Trucks, Balls, * Farkel
Snakes, etc. * Rummy
The new Montblanc Stasnless Steel Collection: * Classic Toys * Score Keepers
Meisterstick Solitaire Found Pen * Yo-Yos * Score Pads

and Measterstick Dual Time

* Dolls & Doll Gift Sets o |S-rinnﬂ
e * Hi-tech Yo-Yos

Shop 8am - 6 pm Mon-Thurs.., 8 am - 4 pm Chnstmas Eve
Closed Sat. - Mon., December 25-27 for Christmas

Discover
ot Graham Pharmacy
: E::[ \ : TURT e hND. ST

Dealer

IH"H-..L__. LA :
{ GENTLEMEN'S ;

AGREEMENT
Mcnswear Resale
UPSCALE RESALE
MEN’S CLOTHING &
ACCESSORIES

Select Cothi
]

Jenkins brings you the new Meisterstiick Watch Collection
| JEVELRY CLEANED AND CHECKED

$650.00 - $6,500.00
'J Look for our ad on page 359 in
FINI“TCH REPAIR - ( AIJITSTDNE SETTING

ENKINS |
' your Southwestern Bell Yellow Pages. Swy/_f

JEWELRY - GIFTS - LUGGAGE
3 | : | - t ’
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Midland forecast

(From'1A)

“We are running out of stiff,”
ﬁe said. “1 really don’t khow
wh::mhuy |

ywnl(nyBeeToys
have skyrocketed while video
sales have slipped, Mrs. Bishop
said.

With friendly customers -and
great sales, Mrs. Buhopsudﬂns
has been an myChmmm

For some, “easy” does not

describe their shopping tasks.
Mrs. Crow said she was shopping

Today’s forecast calls for mostly cloudy skies in the morming ..
otherwise, it will be mostly sunny. The high will be around 50.
Winds will be from the northeast at 10-15 mph.

Tonight’s forecast is partly cloudy with a low in the mid-20s. (From 1A)
Friday will be partly cloudy with a high around 50.

Christmas Eve will be y cloudy with a low around 30. nial Branch and 9 a.m. at the
Christmas Day will be partly cloudy with a high in the mid-50s: main library. Midland Animal

%Kd:gd atﬂc;h Mondufg will be partly cloudy with lows in the low-  Control will close for Christmas
er s in the upper i ctmas : _
After an overnight low of 20, Tuesda s high was 44, ¢ Ervcanm:)dchl::im re:?zn :TIE:)'
to the record high for that date of 79, sctm1933."[hemc low thmu the holida
of 4 was set in 1989. ghout : Y-
Most banks will close early on
Yesterday's . Dec. 24 and remain closed until
Rainfall Wednesday ...0.00in. Monday, Dec. 27. Bank United,
Rainfall Tuesday ...... 0.00 in. First National Bank of Midland,
Total formonth ...... Trace Norwest Bank and Western
Total Tor Yeur ... 7.60 1n. National Bank will close at noon
Normal total on Christmas Eve. Community
(yeartodate) . . ... .. 1480in. Pollencount = = =~ National Bank will close at | pm
. eeds: at all locations. Bank of Ameri-
Sunrise ... 7:46 a.m. Grass: NA ‘h;l‘c:ds: NA ca and Bank One will close their
Sunset ... 5:50 p.m. Dust: doors at 2 p.m. Chase and First

Courtesy: John D. Bray, MD.

National forecast

Bands separate high lemperature zones for the day.

i American Bank will remain open
i until 3 p.m. Dec. 24.

'[ “We will probably be in the
|

office until 4:30 or 5 p.m.

Adam White, banking service

representative at Chase, said,

“but we will be trying to get

workers out and home.”

' Some businesses are remaining
open throughout the weekend.

'5 John Taylor, a Kent Kwik store

10s

I_-!ll' -.li-‘.
- Ty il

WASHINGTON (AP) —
Clinton administration has somc
advice for who find them-
sclvcs with too much holiday
food to eat themselves: donate it,

' don’t dump it.

In a visit to a soup kitchen and
in guidelines the Agrnculture
Department plans to issue tcday.

w. 0

S A vy
COLD STATIONARY President Clinton is urging
oy icans to stop the ° ﬁd
[ EE {3 ‘eee e habit of thmwm out 96 billion
Migh Low Showers Rain Tetorms Fluries Snow ks  Sunny Pt Cloudy Cloudy mﬂf&:ﬂteﬂ?:edﬂﬂafu—om
Via Assocsed Press than enough to
nauion s hungry ;:n:c::q:olu:ty
"~ “In every community, C1viC
United States temperatures el
. inventory of how much food is
nchcate Tuesday Juneau % 408
Twmmupmgmwm Kansas City . .. 22 18 cdy " |being wasted, where it is, how to
Hs Lo Prc Otk Las Vegas 59 47 cir ‘ g
Abary.N.Y . 0 oN poti- oy 2 oy ,gnhcnt up, how to give it to the
Abuguerque ... 40 21 oy lesAngees .73 % S ' churches, lh;ocsynagolgemmme
prsaen st | mosques, whoever e 4
Atiantic City . 3 _E cdy  Miami Beach :E :l: E cdy homcl;:ss m;:)sc:gn uﬁm will takc
S > e B o , care of that get it out,”
Buhings 46 28 Mpis-St Paul .. . .7 -5 ody = . .
Birmmingham 50 2 o Nashville . .. 42 20 ody Clinton said Wednesday during a
R 2 3 = e w . o visit to the D.C. Central Kitchen.
Boston 3% 4 cdy North Plate -'ﬁ 13 04 ooy ' The president said wasted food
Buftaio 25 17 Oiahoma . . ;
Buringlon V. 31 5 e e o o5 sy TANEES from slightly bruised fruit
Casper 35 4 cdy Oriando ™ 60 cdy |
Charleston SC 56 52 10 cdy  Pendieton 30 25 ody
Chariotte NC = 54 4 02 cir  Phiadeiphia 40 2 cdy
Cheyenne 33 10 cir Phoenix 66 53 cir
Chicago 17 7 sno Pittsburgh 29 18 sno
Cincinnat 33 9 cady Portland Ore S0 35 cir
Cleveland 25 13 sno Providence 7 3 coy
Columbus. Ohio 30 14 cdy Raleigh-Durham 41 4 04 i
=% s BroRed™
P 1T et 22 Y| o
Detrot 24 12 ody gmm ';1 g : Staff Writer
Dwluth 3 -12 M 4 .
Evansvie % 13 % San Francieco .. 08 53 ; A 29-year-old Midland
Fairbanks 1 sNo e 1
e & 5 coy Sastila 0 3 cb woman and her 9-year-old
Flagsta :3; f.; ;r - m '.1'.; 24 ; son were killed in a collision
Great Falis 48 33 ok Spoxane 37 31 cdy in Fort Worth 53-’_1)' Tuesday
Greensboro N.C 46 2 o2 cir M - g :_{s: ﬂ - afternoon, according to Capt.
Hartford Spghd - 36 31 :
rieiena 41 25 z Tm _ o 25 20 cdy Hﬂ‘bChMbﬂS of the Tarrant
Honoutu e 78 O:;: oy Temon - » o County Sheriff's Office.
Jacksonvite 80 56 01 cdy WashingtonDC 41 2 04  cdy ; ?f:cmcc%mr‘ :ﬂi:: son,
effrey C. Cooper, pro-
nounced dead at the scene after
State forecast e e
was struck broadside by a Fort
Worth m(zs a.rbage truck at
AccuWeather® forecast for daytime conditions, low/high temperatures about 12:
G rY 4
{ } [Amarilio|19°/43° | ., ¢ OKLA

From 1A)

“Then | was sad the rest of
istmas because [ couldn’t
the sleigh. Because, of

, there was no sleigh.”
This all took place on Christ-
Eve, which is the tradition-
day to celebrate the holiday in
Germany. According to Fritz, the
family spends Christmas Eve
together then dines at about 4 or
§ p.m. Once the meal is complete,
which is similar to an American
Christmas feast with ham and

turkey. the family opens gifts.
The gift unwrapping is an
event that takes as long as three
hours, Fritz said, because each
family member opens one gift at

time.

“In my family, somebody
and opens one present.

Highest lemperature last 12 hours. lowest PO & . oiivs i waibnn 47 30 0.04

18 hours and precipitation for 24 hours at I'm ............ 50 7

" WA Low P N 80 44 (From 1A)
22 Laredo . .. . A8 9
s Longview . .49 25 District 1 seat held by Don
= v R~ S STACNVS W 0 s o

McAen ... .. 0 4 running another

: New Brauntels . . 48 g 0.01 the District 2 seat being
» oo sadbatniigt vacated by Juluis Brooks, who
: m -------- ﬁ g i8 going to run for Midland
41 gl 3 county commissioner.
~ =u-m '_: E A ' District 1 resident Luann
29 SRR - o(ocx00m i - Morgan, formerly an executive
. . - AP - with TXU Electric, huﬁuhc
% - - - S interested in running for the
- e a2 ﬂim'qlm
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SHOPPING: Many Midlanders are still hitting stores

for the most difficult on her list;
her brother-in-law and his fami-
ly.

“We arc taking wild guesses,”
Mrs. Crow said.

In thc WOrst-case scenano,

Merchandise that is definitely

coohn;thuChnmuPoke
to Mrs. Bishop.

Sheltkledthltwhllctbcmtlre
line of toys is hot, there is a cer-
tain grouping of the Pokemon

manager, said that all Kent
wakx would be open for
Christmas Eve and Christmas
Day.

“It’s surpnising sometimes,” he
said, noting that business usual-
ly remains steady on Christmas
Day.

And at Town and Country, it
also will be business as usual, a
spokesman said.

Most 7-Eleven stores will be
open for business 24 hours.
However, Tammy Thiesfeld,
manager, said that some 18-
hour stores will be closed at 10
p.m. instead of 11 p.m.

Most will have to get their sup-
plies for Christmas goodies ear-
ly. HEB, Albertson’s, Furr’s and
Fiesta Foods will be closed on
Christmas Day. Bill Higgin-
bothan, store director of Albert-
son’s, said the store will close its
doors at 9 p.m. Christmas Eve.
The Wal-Mart Super Center also
will be closed for Christmas. Joe
Rael, assistant manager said this
is the only holiday on which the
Super Center closes its doors.

to uneaten trays of |

restaurants. In 1996, he SIgneda
law that gives some legal pro-
tection to companies, individuals

that is the most popular. Also,
Mrs. Bishop said that ever since
the movie of “Toy Sto-,
ry 2, Woody and his gang of toy
frml:lshnvcbeenpthrncms
mﬂleymmshowm
Veteran
Midland, was finishing the last of
her Christmas shopping. The
hardest items to find, she said, are
Pokemon and color Gameboys.
“We started early and we are
still trying to find items,” she
said.
Mrs. Bowie said that she usu-

Most restaurants will be closed
on Christmas Day, with a few
exceptions. Carrow’s Restaurant
will be open until 10 p.m. Christ-
mas Day. The restaurant will then
reopen around 6 a.m. Sunday
moming. The International
House of Pancakes will be closed
from 2 p.m. Christmas Day until
6 a.m. the next moming, manager
Becky Click said.

“We usually have a lot of peo-
ple conic out after Christmas din-
ner, she aJled

On Chnstmas “ve, Outback
will be open as usual, but
Abuelo’s will be closed. Cattle-
man’s will close at 2 p.m. and
Chili’s at 3 p.m. The Black-Eyed
Pea and Cheddar’s will stay
open until 8 p.m.

Christmas Eve and the evening
hours of Christmas Day are
some of the busier times for the
Denny’'s on Loop 250, manager
John Watkins said.

“It’s really a pretty big day,”
he said.

Those that do not make it to the
grocery store may choose to eat

today is expected to announce a
three-part program to help people
and restaurants get into the habit
of donating, instead of dumping,

&
In every community, civic minded people
ought to take an inventory of how much

food is being

wasted, where it is, how to

 gather it up, how to give it to the churches,
synagogues, mosques, whoever else has a
homeless mission that will take care of that

food and qet it out.’

— President Clinton, while visiting a soup kitchen

and shelters that donate and
redistribute surplus food.

Still, Americans continue to
tragh a quarter of thewr food sup-
rly every day, which also need-
essly adds to enviropmental
waste, Clinton and other admin-
istration officials say.

The Agriculture Department

Midland woman, 9-year-old son
die in Fort WOrth auto accident

car broadside, Chambers said.

“She ran a sign on a
feeder road (FM onl-20
West going northbound,” said
Chambers.” “The car was
pushed 275 yards, did not roll
over and left parts and debnis
everywhere,” he said.

Chambers said Cooper’s
car caught fire when the vehi-
cles stopped, and the driver of
the city truck extinguished
the blaze with a fire extin-
guisher on the truck.

The bodies were taken to the
Tarrant County Medical Cen-
ter where toxicology tests are

pending.

Everybody doesn’t open their
presents at the same time. Eva
body is watching when the

er person is opening the pre-
sents.”

Fritz pointed out that those pre-
sents sit under a real Christmas
tree, not the version pop-
ular in some Midland homes. The
tree also has real candles adom-
ing it, instead of strands of
lights. Fritz also said that there
are fewer ornaments on the tree
than in Midland and that outside
decorations are not quite as com-
mon.

“When we went uptown, the
lights on the streets were so
impressive to him,” said Ms.
Renfro. “He kept saying, “This is
so cool.”™

Another interesting aspect of

the German holiday occurs on

Filing of election applica-
tions for the city race will be in
January.

So far, Robbyne Hocker

Pick 3 Texas

AUSTIN (AP) — The Pick
3 winning numbers drawn

Wednesday by the Texas

Lottery, in order:
KB-4-1

extra food, according to an
administration official spoke
on condition of anonymity.

As part of the Community
Food Security Initiative that Agn-
culture Secretary Dan Glickman
launched earlier this year, his

d‘ﬂws:i“ ..l&nls]tg:}mnﬁmms
Ferry with more

than 600 on board
sinks in Philippines 727"

CEBU, (AP) — A
ferry carrying more than 600 pas-
sengers and crew sank off the cen-
tral and only about
180 people had been rescued by
dawn today, officials said.

The ship, MV Asia South
Korea, left central Cebu City for
lNoilo City and went down about
11 p.m. Wednesday near Ban-
tayan island, about 300 miles
southeast of Manila, said Defense
Secretary Orlando Mercado.

A passing ship rescued about
180 people but there was no
unnwdsﬂewudmﬂncfatcnfﬂn

ing to air force

others, according
CapLEmmCmynmCdmClty

OLIDAYS: Student finds Midland lights ‘so cool

Dec. 6 with the visit of Saint
Nicholas. On that day, Saint
Nicholas visits German children
awarding them with candy and
small gifts.

“You put your shoes outside
the door and Saint Nicholas
comes at mgln and puts candy in
your shoes,” said Fritz, adding
that the most important aspect of
that tradition is to clean your
shoes before placing them out-
side.

Of course, the biggest holiday
difference Fritz will experience
in Midland is the absence of his
family.

“I’'m kind of sad because the
time I’ ve been here, family is get-
ting real important for me now.
It’s kind of a sad feeling.”

OUNCIL: Wurtz would make 5th candidate for seat

Fuller is the only one who has
expressed an interest in filling
the council seat vacated by
Brooks.

Lotto Texas

AUSTIN (AP) — The Lot-
to Texas

shopper Del Bowie, of’

ally starts shopping in January in
order to catch all of the after-
Christmas sales. She really starts
purchasing toys for her grand-
children and the Toys for Tots
campaign in the summer. Bowie
said she buys so much that she
has to store them in her attic.

On last-munute shopping, Mrs.
Bowie gave some advice that she
admutted she has also given to her
husband, “Don’t be discouraged
if you don’t find what you want
at this late a date.”

" BUSINESS: Some have to work on Christmas Eve, Day

pizza on Chnistmas. Pinocchio’s
will deliver pizza until 10 p.m.
Dec. 24 and 5 p.m. to 10 p.m.
Christmas Day.

According to Andy Hemandez,
manager at Pizza Hut, those
businesses will be open until 7
p.m. Chnistmas Eve and closed
Chnstmas Day.

Other workers won't get much
of a break. Home-health care
nurses will continue to visit their
patients, Renee Batula, executive
secretary at Infusion Plus said.

“Home health does not stop,”
she said, “Sometimes a lot of the
people that have home health do
not have a family or the family
doesn’t care.”

Sheila Holt, case manager and
one of the owners of Seelin
Home Care, said nurses are will-
ing to work. In most cases, she
added, nurses help their patients
get dressed and ready to visit rel-
atives. Hospice nurses also will
visit their patients and nursing
homes, Amy Stipoinovich, Hos-
pice medical records clerk said.

« | Clinton visits soup kitchen, urges people not to waste food

from businesses and nonprofits to
help get extra food to hungry peo-
ple.

B Help communities to ensure

the full use of food stamps and

other nutrition assistance pro-

grams.

B Issue a handbook, called
“Waste Not, Want Not,” that
describes ways for pcoFlc and
restaurants with extra
redistribute it.

Donning a white apron to help
kitchen workers stuff bell peppers
with rnice, Clinton hinted at oth-
er issues weighing on his mind
these days.

“I've got to learn some new
skills,” he said, tongue-in-cheek,
as he slipped a tray of peppers
into an oven. “I'm too young to
retire.”
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By Steven Gutkin

Associated Press

MACUTO, Venezuela —
Wealthy young Venezuelan men
rode their motorcycles to coastal
slums Wednesday to whisk away
survivors of their country’s worst
middle-class matrons streamed
into shelters seeking to help.

Just days ago, a bitter campaign
over a new constitution pitted nch
against poor in this South Amen-
can nation. But the tragedy that
killed thousands has pulled togeth-
er people of all classes.

““There are no social divisions or
any other kind of divisions. This is
just about helping people,’”’ said
Venancio Rincon, a 40-year-old
physician volunteenng in the rehef
effort.

Scores of survivors waited In
long lines Wednesday for drinking
water on the beach in the Canbbean
coastal town of Macuto, many cov-
ering their faces to keep out the
stench of rotting corpses. Towns-
people also bumed trash and
branches to help block out the
smell.

The survivors ran for cover
when a helicopter landed, its blades
spewing torrents of sand and dust.
Several dozen soldiers and relief
workers from the Dominican
Republic descended from the air-
craft with a Rotweiller trained to
find cadavers.

Thew mussion, they said, was to
search house-to-house for any sur-
vivors and for the bodies of the
dead.

Two other helicopters taking part
in the relief mission crashed
Wednesday, killing at least four
people. Officials temporanly sus-
pended flights in the area, feanng
pilots may be exhausted from days
of intense rescue work.

It may never be known how
many people died when avalanch-
es of mud and boulders were
unleashed by torrential rains on
Dec. 15, crashing down the moun-
tain that separates the capital of
Caracas from the Caribbean Sea.
But officials say the number is In
the thousands, ranging anywhere
from 5,000 to 30,000.

Relief workers at the scene

Quitting Business
osing  Retiring
All Of The Above Sale
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Laura J. Ingram
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Wednesday said international aid,
more than 100 servicemen from the
United States, was beginning to

ed States for 10,000 body bags.
Authorities wamed of possible
epidemics of hepatitis and cholera
and urged hundreds of residents
who have stayed behind to evacu-
ate.
Venezuela has been engaged in
what many consider to be class
warfare for much of the past year,
ever since a lefust former coup

leader, Hugo Chavez, became

president promising

church and traditional politicians,
companng his opponents to

But in the days since the tragedy,
Chavez has repeatedly praised the
private sector for putting their
helicopters, airplanes, food, mon-
ey and other resources at the ser-
vice of the victims.

Corro was one of scores of men
who rode motorcycles into the hard-
est-hit coastal areas Wednesday,
bringing in drinking water and nd-

ing out with survivors.

Woi
Wealthy, poor brought togéether by BRI CXe LR il
relief effort for Venezuelan floods
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Drinking episode
resurrects debate on
zero tolerance policy

recent drinking episode during finals
week at Midland High School has res-
urrected the debate over Midland
Independent School District’s zero tolerance
policy. ..
Midland Independent School District’s
student handbook states that the “district
enforces a zero tolerance on all its policies
that deal with alcohol, marijuana, controlled
substances, inhalants and prohibited
weapons at school or any school sponsored
activity or event. Consequences for viola-
tions shall result in expulsion from school.”
In the Dec. 13 drinking episode that |
involved numerous MHS students, part of
the debate has centered around the fact that
at least one student was immediately hand-
ed the 18-week suspension, the penalty laid

out in the school rulebook, while MHS offi-
cials waffled on punishment for the other
alleged offenders.

The reason? Some were athletes. Some
were “good kids.” At least that is the suspi-
cion in the community.

School officials should understand that
zero tolerance means zero tolerance for all
offenders, regardless of their background.

If MISD officials want a zero tolerance
policy, school officials must be willing to
adhere to it each and every time.

However, 1t was

a divided school I
board that initially §f MISD officials
passed zero toler- want a zero

ance, and the mat-
ter doesn’t seem
to have been set-
tled in the minds
of some school
board members.

The recent
episode at Mid-
land High School
may mean that
zero tolerance will land on the school
board’s agenda yet again.

If so, we would want to offer the follow-
ing points to ponder to school board mem-
bers as they consider this important ques-
tion.

First of all, in the years that zero toler-
ance has been in place, has alcohol use
among our students declined?

Do we have referral, counseling and treat-
ment programs in place that would help stu-
dents recognize and remedy problems,
rather than simply punish and expel stu-
dents”

tolerance policy,
school officials
must be willing
to adhere to it
each and every
time.

e

_OPINION e o

L

GEORGE WiLL

Drama in Bronx keeps Fordham teacher spry

HE BRONX, N.Y.— Fordham Universi-

y ty, a Jesuit institution, looks appropnately

' gothic in a December gloaming, and espe-
ciallﬂ so as a backdrop for its most eminent

teacher, all of whose 6-foot-2-inch frame
ben his black beret is
cl in black against the
night ¢hill. Avery Dulles, 81,
distimguished son of a
fam father, remembers

the letter he sent to his par- §
ents 5P years ago, announc-
ing his first steps on the P
Cathciic path of service to

the faith whose founder’s
birth s celebrated this sea-

son.

‘‘Samething of a shock”’
was, he says, the initial reaction of his father,
John Foster Dulles, a flinty Presbytenan, who
as a Princeton undergraduate had studied under
an especially austere Presbyterian—professor
Woodrow Wilson. However, in the 1950s Sec-
retary of State Dulles found that having a Jesuit
son gave him special stature with American
Catholics, gave him a shared experience with
Germany's Chancellor Konrad Adenauer, whose
son was a priest, and helped him with Catholic
politicians in France and Italy.

Avery Dulles, a son of the establishment (his
father, the grandson of a secretary of state, was
a Sullivan and Cromwell lawyer and a colleague
of Bernard Baruch during World War I), was at
Choate and Harvard with John F. Kennedy. The
great Chtholic Medievalist Etienne Gilson had
recently been at Harvard and his teachings lin-
gered. And it was from Harvard in autumn 1940
that Dulles wrote home to say he was convert-
ing to Catholicism. After one year at Harvard
Law School and four years in the Navy he decid-

YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TOREMAIN
GILENT.. ANYTHING YU SAY CAN

AND WILL BE USED AGAINST YOU.

ed on the priesthood.

From the vantage of his ninth decade, Dulles
is not greatly impressed by this year's big news
in Christianity, the joint declaration of Luther-
ans and Catholics in Augsburg, Germaay, in
October. It stated that ‘‘a consensus on basic
truths of the doctrine of justification exists
between Lutherans and Catholics.™’

Some press reports suggested that the pur-
ported consensus proves that the Reformation,
which made the 16th century the incubator of
modernity, was, it tums out, about an arcane mis-
understanding. Other reports suggested that the
Catholic church has surrendered on the subject
at the heart of Luther’s theology—'"justification
by faith alone.’’

Salvation, that is, by faith rather than good
works. In the 16th and 17th centuries much ink,
and not a little blood, was shed over whether
faith is the unmerited gift of God’s grace, or
whether free will, manifested in deeds, partic-
ipates in earning salvation.

Over a plateful of veal in a restaurant in Lit-
tle Italy near the campus, Dulles delicately sug-
gests that real differences still divide Lutherans
and Catholics concerning the acquisition of faith,
the interior renewal wrought by faith, and man-
ifestations of this renewal. The fact that Luther
and the Council of Trent are dinnertime topics
in the Bronx pleases people who believe that his-
tory is dignified by its serious quarrels. And that
fact satisfies those Christians who regard the
continuing vitality of Christianity’s divisions as
evidence of spiritual vigor: You cannot split rot-
ten wood.

But there is a common Christian sensibility,
elegantly expressed by a priest who lived just
slightly more than half as long as Dulles has
lived, Gerard Manley Hopkins (1844-89):

‘“Time has three dimensions and one positive

pitch or direction. It is therefore not so much
like any river or any sea as like the Sea of
Galilee, which has the Jordan running through
it and giving a current to the whole."’

That may strike the secular-minded as opti-
mistic, but for Dulles, optimism about the long
run is not optional. It is a vocational imperative.
““The long run,’’ he says dryly, ‘‘includes the
eschaton.”

That is, ‘‘the fullness of time,’' meaning the
Second Coming and the Kingdom of God. Mean-
while, Dulles’ time is full of writing. The man-
uscript of his 21st book has just gone to the print-
er, and the list of his publications during the last
15 months includes two new books, the reissue
of a third, and 39 shorter pieces in books and
periodicals.

Among sociologists and other advanced
thinkers it has long been, so to speak, an arti-
cle of faith that modemity is inimical to religious
faith. Which makes them regard America with
scandalized disbelief—America, the most mod-
ern of nations, and one planted thick with peo-
ple who feel, as Hopkins put it in a poem, a reli-
gious ‘‘ah!’’ about the presence of the divine:

... the Holy Ghost over the bent
World broods with warm breast and with ah!'
bright wings.

That is how the Bronx, and e\erything con-
tiguous thereto—the world—seems to Dulles,
a place constantly burdened by sin but unceas-
ingly solicited by grace. Quite a drama. It keeps
him spry.

George Will’s column is distributed by Wash-
ington Post Writers Group.
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Celebrity tape cleaner sells for $98,000

CAL THOMAS

True meaning of
Christmas edited
out of our culture

enter the word ‘‘Chrnistmas’’ and
Iscarch'tht Internet. There are 21,050

sites. Most are about cards and gifts,
poems and recipes. If I didn’t know the
definition of Christmas, I would find it
difficult to sort out in this electronic
cacophony.

In fact, the noise and the spectacle have
overwhelmedthe pur-
pose of this uhique
observance.
politicians don’t help.
There was Vice Pres-
ident Al Gore on
““Nightline™’ last
week equating all §
faiths as having been i
created equal, includ- KSR\
ing no faith. Why RENIe
bother with any of
them then?

U.S. District Judge Susan Dlott deliv-
ered the culture’s verdict on Christmas
when she ruled earlier this month that
church-state separation i1s not violated
when people are let off work because:
‘““The celebration of Christmas as a
national holiday cannot be viewed by any
reasonable person as an endorsement of
religion. The holiday itself is so imbued
with secular connotations that, indeed, its

religious origins are lost on many."’

There are many reasons for this, but
none more profound then the failure of
those who believe in the real Christmas
to act as if they mean it. Not as the wor-
shipers of conspicuous consumption act,
but perhaps as those ancient men from the
East behaved. They didn’t give each oth-
er gifts. They brought their gifts and them-
selves to the infant and presented both to
Him in a symbolic and tangible demon-
stration of worship. |

I've been reading a compilation of what |
some wonderful writers said about Christ-
mas, not the holiday but the ‘‘reason for
the season,’’ as some say. It's called
**Gospel: The Life of Jesus as Told by the
World’s Great Writers™' (Word Books).

The compilers are Constance and Daniel
Pollock (she is the editor of this column). |
What surprised me about this work is that
as an English literature major in college,
I recall reading none of it. The textbooks
had been selectively edited to exclude
most of what these classic writers thought
about Jesus.

A contemporary poem arrived In a
Christmas card: ‘‘From strength to weak-
ness; riches to poverty; lion to lamb;
Heaven to Earth; God to Man: Jesus!

Two thousand years later, His is still
the most revered, reviled and debated
name in history. Some people hear His
voice. Others try to ignore Him, but can't,
any more than Lewis Carroll could when
he wrote:

‘“This tire once floated on Rock’s swimming
pool. It was used by Joan Crawford, Ava Gardner,
Greta Garbo and Orson Welles. Rock told us he had
more fun in this rubber tire than he did at Hugh
Hefner's Playboy mansion. Am I bid $10,000 for
this rare and beautiful item?"’

The bidding went up to $60,000, and a collec-
tor who up till then had purchased only souvenirs
from the Titanic bought the tire.

One of the big-ticket items was a VHS tape clean-
er. People at the auction said they would wait all
night for a chance to bid on it. The final contes-
tants were a Saudi Arabian prince and Bill Gates.
The prince won when he bid $98,000. ;

Rock Hunter did not show for the auction, as he
was too embarrassed to be there when they sold hi
possessions.

He told reporters who interviewed him at home
that his favorite things were a hairbrush, a dog leash
given to him by Barbra Streisand, the World
Almanac for 1967 and an unsigned photograph of
Warren Beatty.

The reporter asked Rock why he was selling all
the items.

He replied, ‘‘They've been a part of me for so
long I felt it was time to share myself with my
fans.”’

Then he broke up and began to cry as he did in
his latest movie, ‘‘Going, Going, Gone."

t appéars that movie stars are selling all their
persohal belongings at fancy auctions. Barbra
Streisand just had a garage sale at Chnistie s and
unloaded everything from three
pairs of sunglasses for $5,500 to
an everyday doormat with dust
balls and dog hair for $380.

Barbra wound up with a
$900,00Q profit, and everyone
in Hollywood is taking notice.
Agents would rather book their
clients |at Sotheby's or
Christie’s than close a deal for
a film at Paramount or Twenti-
eth Century-Fox.

I attended an auction other
day for the possessions of
movie star Rock Hunter. The auctioneer started it
off simply. **Our first item is a toothpick used by
Rock Hunter while having lunch with Marlon Bran-
do. It is in sterling condition and was used only once
after Rock finished his corn on the cob.™

The pick went for $6,800, much higher than any-
one thought it would.

‘““Here 1s a rare item,’’ the auctioneer said. ‘‘Rock
Hunter's $hoeshine kit. It contains brushes that were
used to shine his shoes when he attended an Acad-
emy Awards dinner in 1984."

The bidding started at $3,000, and the final offer
was $15,000, made by a Japanese textile magnate
by phone from Tokyo.

Two auction attendants brought out a rubber auto-
mobile tire.

policy, it must be enforced fairly.

But if the school board is ready to re-
examine the issue, we would encourage the
trustees to look at cold hard facts and make
a decision based on the best interests of
every child.

If we are going to have a zero tolerance I

TODAY IN HISTORY

Today is Thursday, Dec. 23, the 357th day of 1999.
There are eight days left in the year.

Today's Highlight in History:

On Dec. 23, 1893, the Engelbert Humperdinck opera
‘*Haensel und Gretel’" was first performed, in Weimar,
Germany.

On this date:

In 1783, George Washington resigned as comman-
der in chief of the Army and retired to his home at Mount
Vemon, Va.

In 1823, the poem **A Visit from St. Nicholas™" by
Clement C. Moore was published in the Troy (N.Y.)
Sentinel.

In 1928, the National Broadcasting Co. set up a per-
manent, coast-to-coast network.

In 1941, during World War 1I, American forces on
Wake Island surrendered to the Japanese.

In 1948, former Japanese premier Hideki Tojo and
six other Japanese war leaders were executed in Tokyo.

In 1968, 82 crew members of the U.S. intelligence
ship Pueblo were released by North Korea, 11 months
after their capture.

In 1980, a state funeral was held in Moscow for for-
mer Premier Alexei N. Kosygin, who had died Dec. 18
at age 76.

In 1986, the experimental airplane Voyager, piloted
by Dick Rutan and Jeana Yeager, completed the first
nonstop, round-the-world flight without refueling as it
landed safely at Edwards Air Force Base in California.

In 1995, a fire in Dabwali, India, killed 540 people,
including 170 children, during a year-end party near the
children’s school.

Art Buchwald’s column is distributed by the Los
Angeles Times Syndicate.

; ““The wisest of the land
| ““Had gathered there, three solemn
trysting-days,
““For high debate: men stood on either
hand

““To listen and to gaze.

“‘The aged brows were bent,
“‘Bent to a frown, half thought, and half

. . . : annoy,
fln 1‘3;97- a jury 11: D;ll'lwﬂ ;snvlctet_i Tcnf-ty:r %Ch“t;ls ““That all their stores of subtlest argu-
of involuntary mansiaughter conspiracy S roie ment
in the Oklahoma City bombing, declining to find him ““Were baffled by a boy..."’
guilty of murder.

Ten years ago: Ousted Romanian President Nicolae
sescu and his wife, Elena, were captured as they
attempting to flee their cogntry.

It

Cal Thomas'’ column is distributed by
the Los Angeles Times Syndicate.
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- Spacewalking astronauts repair Hubble, re

-
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SPACE CENTER, Houston
(AP) — Working more than 370
miles above Earth with ratchet
tools, two spacewalking astronauts
Wednesday fitted the Hubble
Space Telescope with new instru-
ments needed to restore its unpar-
alleled view of the cosmos.

It was the first of three space-

- walks to be conducted over three

days on the $3 billion observato-
%:nd.byfu.ﬂ:mimpaum.
Hubble has been out of ser-
vice since mid-November.
Keenly aware of the magnitude
Ofthejoz.StcvamiﬂundJohn
Grunsfeld floated out of space

- shuttle Discovery’s hatch almost

., more

. ; new gyroscopes
., worked. Additional testing

an hour cargeand quickly began
ir tools in the car-
m bay, where the Hubble was

down.
“You ready to go?” Smith

> asl':‘ed Grunsfeld. “Hubble needs

us.
Four hours later, the men had
replaced all six of the Hubble’s
. The work was made
l t by stubborn bolts
and storage-bin lids that wouldn’t
close.
A quick electronic check of the
showed they all
was
, before NASA

needed, though

. could declare 100 percent success.

In any event, it will be a few

- weeks before the Hubble resumes

making observations.

Also on the evening's agenda:

"« equipping each of the telescope’s

six battenies with a voltage regu-
lator to prevent overheating. The

spacewalk was expected to last six
' hours

- plucked from space with Discov-
~ ery's robot arm on Tuesday, has

', L |

TN ENNY

been useless to astronomers since
a fourth gyroscope failed on Nov.

Coxzmon Scents

Guatemalan
Vests

(VN D) AKS AN

13. A minimum of three are
needed to the 43-foot,
25,000-pound steady as
it aims at stars, galaxies and oth-
er celestial targets.

NASA believes the failures
were the result of corroded wires.
To avoid a repeat of the problem,
engineers used pressurized nitro-
gen rather than air to force fluid
into the new gyroscopes. The oxy-
gen in the air was thought to have
caused the corrosion.

The new

houses the gyroscopes. They had
only a few inches of clearance;
one wrong move and they could
bump cntical instruments and
leave the telescope in even worse
shape than it was.

Smith worked on the Hubble

mﬁnggr_\llASA'shstscrvice call,
in 1 . This time, he was

\rleen Cantu o e b o
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X
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takhcavacaltion con

Callaway...10% off
Ping & Bennington Bags...10% off

Open everyday ‘til 6:00 p.m.
including Christmas Eve!

3/0-4499

assigned the task of replacing the
two fide sets of gyroscopes
because of his long arms; he is 6-
foot-3 172.

pointing system.
Smith and Grunsfeld will go
back out Friday to install a new
radio transmitter and data
recorder, as well as steel covers to
protect the telescope from dam-
aging solar rays.
If they have time, the space-
do some of the
minor tasks that had been sched-
uled for a fourth spacewalk,

F & b & I

ve
walkers will also
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Holiday Shopping
Hours Extended

N Thursdays 10am-8pm
Sundays 1pm-5pm

\
\ ONCE UPON A TIME

\

3001 Loop 250N \
Across from 1 imports |
699-4270 \
)

\ \
\ \
\ \
\ \
\ \
\ .
\ \
\ \
\
\

N Mon.-Wed. Fri& Sat

10am-6pm

N RN ey

4410 N. Midkiff Rd., Ste. B-3

Midland, Texas
694-1101 » 520-2229

1/4 mile West of
Big Spring St.

We will be dosed December 24th
dkroﬁ December 2011:1;' so that ’
mﬁm”‘:.':g,mi;f’ﬁ.im:"“'“
We sin ate your
eiiags . 1000 wud bkt Recssond
to giving you the BEST in
customer service in the
next millennium.

| 1K1«

3832 West Wall

493-0200

Where H r'ghcr Stanclfrda Are Standard.

which was canceled after Dis-
covery lifted off several days late  avoid Y2K computer problems.
on Sunday. NASA wants the ' This is the third service call 1o
shuttle back on Earth on Monday, the Hubble. In December 1993,

well before New Year's Eve, to

Log on to the special offer of FREE installation of
gas fire logs to keep you warm this winter. Gas fire
logs not only put out more intense heat than wood fires
but offer no messy clean up, heat regulation, and lower
heating bills.

For a limited time, get FREE gas log installation* when
you purchase a Rasmussen gas fire log system. For a company that
keeps your comfort in mind call Bosworth, it's worth the call.

A

See Bosworth for compiete details. Offer good through December 31, 1999
+when Qas is available at firepiace

TACLAG628C M-7769

f

TAT D &
X< FREE ACTIVATION THROUGH CHRISTMAS! N

One Of Our High Tech
Digital PCS Phones

One Of Their High Tech

O Digital PCS Phones

| . \
| Notice A Difference!

The Only FREE Digital PCS Phone In West Texas
With Rates as low as 10¢ Per Mirute!

M 'l-lfu.vfggs Wireless

LUBBOCK + MIDLAND - ODESSA - BIG SPRING

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL: ].877-POKA-PCS

LUBBOCK: University and S. Loop 289 (In the Poka Lambro Plaza)
MIDLAND: 4706 N. Midkiff (Next to Hobby Lobby) * ODESSA: 4039 E. 42nd (Next to Golden Corral)
' BIG SPRING: 1900 Gregg Street (Suite B)

place broken parts

astronauts fitted the

with comrective optics mw:
a defective mirror. The Hubble got
a tuneup in February 1997.
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WASHINGTON (AP) — Per-
sistent fears that terrorists may
strike are | federal author-

ities 10 enhance security even while

lwng Americans not (0 panic.
cmhngcvuydhuw:pm
sibly can,” President Clinton told
an anxious nation Wednesday .

14 in Port Angeles, Wash., after
crossing the Canadian border,
was indicted W by a fed-
eral grand jury in . He was
charged last week with using
false identification at a border
crossing in addition to smuggling
nitroglycerin in his car.

FBI counterterronism chief Dale
Watson said U.S. authonties were
aware that bin Laden had issued
Islamic calls to action — called fat-
was in Arabic — against the Unit-
ed States. Bin Laden is a Saudi
exile alleged by U.S. officials to
have masterminded the bombing
of two U.S. embassies in Afnca
last year.

And terrornsm suspects arrested
in Jordan have been linked to bin
Laden’s network, but U.S. author-
ities have not yet made such a con-
nection to Ressam, a semor
administration official said

Jicki Por tefls the Colonnade

Tbe Prcfu-redPrmcmCrmmEXl’ERT!

AMERA TRAVEL NETWORK
4610 N. Garficld Sue. A3 (918) 687-0313

Wednesday.

"Wenuhn;emnth-'y
efforts in the government to
huadouthemmdmmmﬂn
Pacific Northwest,” Clinton said
m:vﬁnl‘h’m:tlp

HeadvnedAmmcmw 80
about their holidays and enjoy
themselves and make the most of
it,” but at the same time “to just
be aware of their circumstances,
mdnftheymmytlmgm

to it immediately.”
% d:louzhmn the gov-

emment took the cue.
“Pncnnmnulvmd:ﬂ.ﬂy

spokmnml B. Foley even
ames

again cautioned Amerncans
ul:m-dwbe vigilant and avoid
crowds and said, “We have infor-
mmmﬂleadsmtomnclude

that terrorists may be
attacks around the w
Pressed on w thisnmt

Americans should call off Christ-
mas, New Year’'s and millennial
cdehums,chymdthem
ings were acaunonaryhghl,nm
a red light.”

Twice this month, U.S. citizens
worldwide, including diplomats
and guards at all American
embassies and consulates, were
advised to be on the alert.

Michael Sheehan, coordinator of
the State Department’s office on
counterterrorism, said the gov-
emment was balancing two com-
peting requirements.

“One is to share information we

Men- P
&30 600

Fronticer (nlllcrlc
1926 E. 8th Street * Odessa * 333-3000 * 580-8600

NATION
Security enhanced; Clinton assures ‘we are domg everythmg we can’

The Federal Aviation Administration said

hnvcregmﬁngtl:nminal:rudal

“There is a of intelli-
gmcctﬂmlkcmthuwghavc
the latest possible information to
make sure that we can deter and
m::dchmngcmym
on American lives anywhere in
world,” Cohen said on ABCs
“Good Moming America” in an

He wamed that “there are some
groups out there that seem deter-
mined to ruin the holiday if they
can and to kill Americans and oth-
ers if they can.”

Deputy Attorney General Enic

| s
BUILDINGS & SPAS
12000 Y. Bus. =20 * 583-1807

government

specific information of U.S. sites
being targeted. “We're doing
everything in our power to prevent
any attacks from occurring and to
bring to justice those people
responsible for planning any such
attacks,” Holder said.

One example of the heightened
security occurred in the Bahamas,
where U.S. Customs officials
detained an American citizen try-
ing to board a Miami-bound plane
because the individual acted sus-
piciously and was found to be car-
rying wires, magnet coils and oth-
er items, Foley said. However, a
thorough search tumed up nothing
suspicious, he said.

And in the nation’s capital,
police and federal authorities
searched for a blue van with
Texas license plates that a citizen
reported was acting suspiciously,
Watson said.

Manhunts are under way for up
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meddtﬂw
Ruum for a California man
said to have ties to bin Laden.

Meanwhile, a U.S. official said
the U.S. Embassy in Ecuador,
closed last Friday after outsiders
were detected doing surveillance,
is reopening, With improvements
being made in jon with
Ecuadonan authonties. However,
the U.S. consulate in Guayaquil
remained closed for secunty
! vements.

At the U.S. Embassy in Phnom
Penh, Cambodia, services were
reduced and visa operations were
suspended, but the embassy
remained open.

The Commerce Department

mnudontm:ng
hl.uldmpmdnwmownwmg-

WWAWM
tration said travelers at U.S. air-
ports should expect tghtened
security precautions, including
stricter enforcement of puhng
re

“We have no evidence of spe-
cific threats at this time,” Trans-
pmaumSecrem-yRmhcySlnu’
said. “Again, we continue to mon-
itor the situation as we would in
any instance and we're going to do,
whatever we can to ensure the,
safety and security of the travel-
ing public.” .
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Midland Community Center to open on Jan. 3

lan Heald
Staff Writer

After nearly six months of negotiations
and preparation, the city of Midland will
finally unveil the newly restored Midland
Community Center on Jan. 3, 2000.

The community center, formerly
known as the Northeastern YMCA,
was hased by the city in late August
for $195,000. Since then the city has
remodeled the intenor, put in new car-
pet and erected a sign with the new name
on it. At first, city officials said the cen-
fer would open on Oct. 1, but remodel-
Ing the inside and scheduling programs
with organizations took longer than
expected, said Monette Burke, assistant
director of community services.

Camp fire Boys and Girls has been
moved out of the Midland Business Cen-
ter and will be housed in the commu-
nity center to run various youth pro-

Midiand

Bill Walker (| to r), Mike Turner and
. Ortega load some of the Toys-for-Tots presents left at Fire Station 8 over

grams. Executive Director Denise Malm

said the organization would be imple-
menting after-school programs, a com-
puter lab, homework help, resources for
parents and programs for seniors. “There
are numerous kids that need and use the
program,” said Ms. Malm, who expects
about 75 young people, ages 3 to 21, to
s¢ the programs offered by Camp fire
through the community center.

Ms. Malm said those young people
will have to pay a $10 annual fee to par-
ticipate in any of the programs run
through.the center.

COM Agquatics will be offering the fol-
lowing aquatic programs:

B Water walking — Monday-Friday,
7:15-9:15 a.m., $40/month per person,
$60/month per couple.

B Seniors water aerobics — Monday-
Friday, 7:30 a.m., $40/month per person,
$60/month per couple.

B Adult lap swim — Monday-Friday,
11:45 am.-12:45 p.m. and 5:30-6:30

Tovs for Tots

Jerry Klein, help

m. $30/month per person and

mﬂmh per couple.

Through the community center pro-
g.ram agreement, COM will receive

7,200 to run the pool and Camp fire will
be paid nothing.

To assist in their program funding,
Camp fire Boys and Girls received dona-
tions from Abell Hanger Foundation and
the Permuan Basin Foundation.

Jack Swallow, executive director of the
Permian Basin Foundation, said the grant
given by the group amounts to $4,200.
Swallow said 13 of the 24 organizations
that applied for grants were awarded. He
said Camp fire was awarded the money
because the community center will ben-
efit the children in the neighborhood.

“This grant 1s going to take care of
small capital needs such as equipment,
furniture, landscaping and (program-
ming) start-up costs for child care and

Please see CENTER/3B
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Tim Fischer/Reporter-Telegram
Army volunteer Doplunh

Salvation Army puts cheer under 350 trees

Oy MattJosefy

Staff Writer

Midlanders did their part to make sure
there was a present under every tree,
despite the economy that some expect-
ed would dampen the Christmas spint.

“I was a little hesitant this year with
the economic downsizing, but the eco-
nomic status didn’t reflect anything on
the giving. It even surprised and over-
whelmed me that 1t was as good or
even better than last year,” said Cap-
tain Y vette Villafuerte, corps officer for
the Salvation Army.

The organization’s annual drive for
toys resulted in 825 kids being helped
in over 350 area families.

“The toys are a big drop in the buck-

Commissioners fulfill project grant requirement

By Mella McEwen
Staff Writer

County commissioners formed two
committees to oversee projects during
Wednesday's meeting of the Commis-
sioner’'s Court.

Commissioners fulfilled a requirement
of a Texas Community Development
Program planning grant by appointing a
committee to review and select an engi-
neering firm.

Commissioner Louisa Valencia
explained that the county had applied for
a planning grant for a water and sewer
project in an area of Rankin Highway
south of Interstate 20 up to the Westgate
dcveloPmc
“We've been awarded $60,000 for

planning, but we have to meet require
ments like getting an acnal photo and I:ur-

ERIC SETZLER

R. Eric Setzier

hristmas can be an extraordinary time
of year because it provides the set-
for so many wonderful experiences.
ﬁummdyoungpawlemlm
environment only enhances the holiday

Last year, 1 received an exceptional
' from one of my students and
her when they included me in their
yearly Christmas custom. As part of their
tradition, Ashley “Jones’” family deliv-
ers 12 small seasonal tokens to the home
of the recipients along with a brief note

dmr.nrmm planation. (Obvi-
ously, mme::::cboenchanaedm

et that helps them concentrate on meet-
ing other needs like clothing and food,”
Ms. Villafuerte said.

Individuals and corporations alike
chipped 1n to aid the community-wide
effort.

“Thas 1s my 29th year at the Fire Depart-
ment and we’ve helped as far back as |
can remember. We used to do repairs on
old toys. The way it is now it’s very nice
and neat; we don’t mund at all. It shows
the Chnistmas spint because it is several
organizations comung together for the
common good of theirr communty. | can't
think of any higher thing to do than that,”
explained Assistant Fire Chief Eddie Klant.

In addition to the Midland Fire
Department, area businesses Expres-
sions, Best Buy and Select Comfort
served as drop-off points. Their cus-

ing an engineering firm to do a study.”
she said. “We have problems with sew-
er between Rankin Highway and Cotton
Flat, and severe water problems at
Westgate.

Previous grants have been received
under the TCDP program and Ms.
Valencia said that could fund 100 per-
cent of the project.

“The money is there,” she said.

She noted that it is a big area and could
take several years to complete the water
and sewer project after the study is com-
pleted. Since she i1s not running for re-
election, she urged her fellow commis-
sioners to see the project to completion.

Ms. Valencia and Commussioner Mike
Bradford joined a six-member commit-
tee to review proposals for engineering
service to place the building and address
drainage issues, and to select a vendor

protect their identity. Knowing the
“Joneses,” they have chosen another
lucky family this
year, and I don’t
want to ruin their
surprise.) Ashley
was an enthusiastic |
and gifted student. ™
Apparently, her par-
ents had placed a

in the home as well
as academics. Their
efforts showed in the

classroom because she demonstrated a
strong concern for the well-being of her

tomers were then able to place new
toys in the collection box.

“We just had a big box at front of
the building and all of our employees
wore buttons advertising the program.
We collected for about three weeks
The box was overflowing with new
toys. It was really nice to have bags
from Target, Toys R Us and every
where else. It was a total team effor
by the community,” said David
Weeks, general manager of Best Buy.

Sandra Green, owner of Expressions,
agreed, “It’'s our way of giving back to
the community. We have a wonderful
customer base who are willing to give.
We had two full boxes of toys and we're
going to start even earlier next year to

Please see TOYS/3B

to perform improvements to the Midland
County Exhibit Building.

“This started out as a volunteer pro-
ject with donated matenals, but state reg-
ulations blew it into a major project,” said
Bradford of the plan to build a barn on
the exhibit building grounds to provide
shelter for 4-H students to hold their
shows.

In other news:

B Commissioners will meet December
29 with insurance companies submitting
bids to provide liability insurance to the
county in order to clanfy their proposals.

B Approved a new contract negotiat-
ed by the County Purchasing Agent for
vehicle maintenance, a contract com-
missioners said offered substantial cost
savings and more accurate information
on actual maintenance costs for each
department.

fellow students.

Consequently, about two weeks before
Christmas, | was surprised to find a beau-
tiful poinsettia on my front porch with
a nice note stating:

First day: Poinsettia

It's the first day of Christmas! We
would like to bless your family. So for
the next 12 days you will receive small
gifts from us. Please don’t try to find out
who we are, but let us enjoy this season
for giving by surprising you each day.
Don’t forget to check the porch!! A poin-
settia plant is a true symbol of the holi-
days! Enjoy this one and each ime you
see it, please know you are appreciated!

| knew that one of my students was

Shareen Caudle,
development coor-
dinator with Camp
Fire Boys and
Girls, plugs in her
computer in the
new Camp Fire
office at the Mid-
land Community
Center.

Tim Fischer
Reporter-Telegram

Government presses
on with drug suspects

By Rick McLaughlin
Staff Writer

da, 34; Felipe Zamora, 25; Sergio
Juarez, 51; Rafael Ronquillo, 29; Jﬂs.c
Falcon, 25; and Elizabeth Falcon, 26.
Also appeanng was Octavio Herrera, 37,
of Ruidoso, N.M., who is a brother of
Midland attomey Jesse Herrera. His
appearance was continued until today at
10 a.m. in federal District Court.

All pleaded not guilty, except Octavio
Herrera.

Testimony duning Tuesday’s hearings,
and previous testimony and documents,
revealed several new angles in the gov-
ermnment’s allegations that former and
current employees of the Herrera law
firm and some Herrera family members
operated an illegal drug operation. Much
of the alleged operation was run out of
the firm’s offices in Midland, Odessa,
Amanllo, Las Cruces, N.M., and Hobbs,
N.M. The Amarillo and Hobbs offices
are now closed. Jesse Herrera has not
been charged with anything.

The hearings presented government
evidence and testimony that Elizardo

The aftermath of the federal drug
roundup that swept through Midland and
other cities Dec. 9, resulting in warrants
for 31 suspects and the arrest of 23, con-
tinued 1n Midland federal District Court
Tuesday with heanngs for 11 of the sus-
pects.

They appeared before federal Mag-
istrate Judge L. Stuart Platt for initial
arraignments and detention hearings on
a total of 16 counts of conspiracy to
import narcotics, conspiracy to distrib-
ute narcotics and possession of narcotics
for distribution, along with one gun-relat-
ed charge.

Though some of the suspects were
arrested on cocaine-related charges, the
operation was more heavily involved in
the manjuana trade, Texas Department
of Public Safety Narcotics Lt. Robert
Ralls said Tuesday.

Those appeanng for hearings Tuesday
included: Elizardo Aranda, 32, one of the

alleged nng leaders; his wife, Sara Aran- Please see TRIAL/2B

Gas fireplace sparks morning fire

Brian Adamcik/Reporter-Telegram

Midiand firefighters battie a blaze that damaged a house in the Green Tree
addition on Wednesday. A gas-operated fireplace was blamed for a chimney
and attic fire Tuesday about 11:15 a.m. in a two-story house at 5494 Cyprus
Court, according to Midland Fire Department Fire Inspector Stuart A. Sher-
man. He said the owner of the house was at home and had been using the
fireplace but turned it off. Later, smoke was detected and seen coming from
the roof. Damage was limited to heat, smoke and water damage, the prelim-
inary investigation indicated. No damage estimate was avallable, said Sher-
man. Eleven units of the MFD responded, he noted.

Mystery student provides 12 days of Christmas gifts and surprises

responsible for providing my family and of Jesus Chnist.

[ with this series of thoughtful gifts Fourth Day: Candles

because I'm blessed with temific students. Light this candle and let it warm your

On each of the next eleven days, my fam- heart and spint for this beautiful season

ily and I waited with great anticipation of the year!

for kind notes and generous gifts. We Fifth Day: Reindeer stuff

were not disappointed. Attached to a baggie full of But-
Second Day: Popcom tin terfinger BBs was this humorous poem.
Things can really get “popping™ this You've been naughty

time of year! Enjoy this tin of popcom  Here's the scoop

with your family — and remember that All you get for Christmas

someone is thinking of you today. Is reindeer poop'!
Third Day: Candy canes Sixth Day: Fruit basket |
Attached to the gift was a touching sto- We hope this fruit _baskgt rcmmdﬁ you

ry about how the inventor of the Christ-  of the abundant blessings in your life. Eat

mas candy cane incorporated several

symbols for #he birth, ministry, and death Please see 12 DAYS/3B
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how to
at 688-8991.

The Permian Basin Stamp Club will meet at the General
Mail Facility, Midland Intemational Airport,

Today’s Agenda

For information on checking
get a library card, call the Midland County Library

out books, library hours and

7:30 p.m. The pub-

lic is welcome. For more information, call Mike Chermngton

at 699-0202.

Flatianders Toastmasters Club, Chevron Bldg., 15 Smith
Rd., 11:30-12:30 p.m., 987-7286.

Post traumatic stress disorder support group for women,
6 p.m., Community National Bank, 601 E. Florida Ave., 570-

9412.

Optimist Club of Midland, noon, Best Western Sidewalk

Cafe.

TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) No. Tx139, 7 p.m., 1007

Austin St., 694-8643.

Project ADAM, (Altematives to Domestic Assault for Men),

570-0467.

Midland Gem and Mineral Society, 7 p.m., Sibley Cen-
ter by SE entrance of Hogan Park. Call 686-7442.
Permian Toastmasters, noon, Permian Basin Graduate Cen-

ter, 684-0044.

Parents Anonymous, 7 p.m., for location and other infor-

mation, 570-1084.

Survivors of Homicide Support Group, 7:30 p.m., second-
floor classroom at law-enforcement building, 400 S. Main St.,

688-8909.

Northside Lions Club, 7:30 a.m., Plaza Club at ClayDes-

ta, 694-5624.

National Association of Retired Federal Employees, 6

p.m., Mr. Gatti 's.

Overeaters Anonymous, 6:30 p.m., Midland Memorial Hos-

pital, Room E-12

Compulsive Eaters Anonymous, noon, First United

Methodist Church, 694-2860.

Palmer Drug Abuse

Parent Group, 7 p.m., sec-

ond floor First Baptist Church, 685-3645.

Woman reunited with toddler after
smuggler’s blackmail attempt fails

HOUSTON (AP) — A toddler
from Honduras who was smug-
gled across the Rio Grande and
held for ransom has been
returned to his mother.

Eymy Flores Gomes, 28, and
her 2 1/2-year-old son were
among a group of people sneak-
ing into the United States on the
Brownsville-Matamoros, Mexico
border earlier this month.

Ms. Flores grew tired of car-
rying her child and handed him
off to another person in the
group. A short time later, the Bor-
der Patrol found the group.
Everyone scattered. Ms. Flores
was among those who were cap-
tured while her son was with the
group that fled.

The alleged immigrant smug-

(From 1B)

Aranda and fugitive Louis Rente-
rna were major “cell” leaders In
the operation and that the others
were dealers, suppliers and run-
ners in the operation.

The government said that
Renteria 1s a fugitive and "is
almost certainly in Mexico.”

Elizardo and Sara Aranda

Aranda, an alleged ring leader,
was in court Tuesday with his
wife, Sara Ronquillo Aranda, and
her brother, Rafael Ronquillo.
Aranda waived his detention
hearing rights to allow the court
to let Sara out on bond so she
could go home to their children.

Bond was set at $50,000 with
some of the heaviest require-
ments for electronic monitoring
and restrictions on travel the court
can impose. Family members
were required to sign for the sure-
ty bonds. Sara Aranda will be
required to wear a 24-hour elec-
tronic monitoring device and
her travel will be limited.

The June 18 shooting deaths of
two Big Spring men has also
been linked to Elizardo Aranda,
who was charged with “conspir-
acy to use and carry a firearm iIn
commission of a drug felony ™ in
connection with the alleged
botched drug hit in Big Spring.

Elizardo, also known as “The
Lizard,” was presented as a sern-
ous flight rnisk by the government
and bond was denied

Felipe Zamora

Felipe Zamora, 25, was
alleged to be the partner of fugi-
tive ring leader Louis Rentena in
the Odessa T-shirt shop, Felipe's
Studio, the government prosecu-
tor John Klassen said. It was also
revealed during testimony that
Zamora is a half-brother to the
other ring leader, Louis Rentena.
The investigation indicated the
shop was a front for a “large-scale

CRIME DOESN’T Pay.
Bur WE Do.

= CALL MIDLAND

VNG TORPER

694-TIPS

OR 1-800-7-LOCK UP

Free of charge from any pay phone

You can make a difference!

Complete Conhdentiality - No Caller
J Ever Used * Cash Rewards

gler who was sneaking Ms. Flo-
res and her son into the country
contacted her relatives in Hous-
ton and demanded about $1,200
for the return of the child, accord-
ing to the Immigration and Nat-
uralization Service.

INS in Houston was contacted
Tuesday about the extortion
attempt. They recovered the boy
and arrested two people on
charges of alien smuggling and
conspiracy Tuesday afternoon.

Ms. Flores was flown to Hous-
ton Wednesday and reunited with
her son.

INS released her on her own rec-
ognizance and allowed her to fly
to Los Angeles where she will stay
with family members while await-
ing a hearing in immuigration court.

TRIAL: Octavio Herrera

marijuana distribution enter-
prise.”

Ralls testified that govern-
ment wiretaps inked Zamora to
Renteria and numerous meetings
of the organization at Felipe's
Studio. Ralls’ tesumony also
indicated that one of Zamora’s
duties was conducting counter-
surveillance efforts for the nng.

At one point, Zamora 18
recorded waming Rentena to
“throw away your cell phone”
and warmed Rentena that he was
being followed. “You've got
some narcs,” he was quoted as
saying.

Other evidence against him 1n
the detention hearing included the
seizure of a Russian-made AK-
47 assault rifle, a 9 mm TEC-9
machine pistol and a 9 mm
Ruger pistol. He was also found
with a copy of “Drug Lord,” a
biography of the late Mexican
drug lord Pablo Acosta, Ralls
said. Zamora was also said to
have a scrapbook about other
drug gangs’ activities.

The court acknowledged
Zamora has past weapons viola-
tion convictions.

Zamora was denied bond, part-
ly on inconsistencies in infor-
mation gathered by pretnal ser-
vices, and he was held for tnal on
charges ofconspiracy and pos-

Onrrumu:s

Rlley Pape

Riley Elliott Pape was bom Feb-
ruary 24, 1943 in Austin, Texas to
Nathaniel A. and Margarette Hugh
(Campbell) Pape. He was reared
and educated in Midland, gradu-
ating from Midland High School
in 1961. While serving with the
Navy, he was in the marching band
and was sent to Cuba duning the
Bay of Pigs. Following his dis-
charge, he joined IBM in 1964,
retiring in 1994 as district man-
ager. He joined Technology Ser-
vice Solutions, where he worked
until 1996 when he retired. Mr.
Pape was a member of the Loyal
Order of Moose, the Motorcycle
Club-Brotherhood of 74, and the
Prop Busters of Odessa.

Mr. Pape died at a local hospital

LOCAL & STATE

Monday, December 20, 1999.
He is survived by his daughter,

M.lrgnre!E PlpeokaJnd.l his
arette H. Pape of

M}dhnd his father, Nathaniel A.
Pape of San Antonio; his com-
ion, Linda Beaver of Odessa;
s brother, C. Glenn Pape of
Midland; and 4 cousins.
Funeral services have been sched-
uled for 1:00 p.m. today, Dec. 23,
at Ellis Funeral Home Chapel with
Reverend Jeff Fouts officiating.
The family requests memonals

be directed to Hospice of Mid-
land, P. O. Box 2621,
Texas 79702.

Midland,

Dorothy Littlefield

Dorothy Mae Littlefield was
born December 28, 1928 in
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Obituary & Death Notice policy

There is no charg

e for death notices of residents or former res-

idents of Midland or for those who have Midland relatives. We
also publish death notices for residents of the surrounding West
Texas area.

Free death notices include date and

place of death, service and

burial information, funeral home handling arrangements, date and

place of birth, brief biography

, survivors and memonals. A longer,

more detailed obituary is available for a tharge. It may include
tributes, expanded biography, organizational associations, notes

of appreciation, pallbearers, honorary pal

Ibearers and a photo

Deadline for both free death notices and paid obituaries is 3:30
p.m. and information must be either received from or verified

by a funeral home.

Cloudcroft, New Mexico to
James Alexander and Minnie
Mae (Sewell) Buie. She mamed
Hayden Dee Littlefield and they
have made their home in Midland
for the past 30 years. She had
worked in the family business,
Littlefield Automotive, for many
years.

Mrs. Littlefield died at a local
hospital Tuesday, December 21,
1999.

She is survived by her husband,
Hayden Dee Littlefield, Sr. of
Midland; her sons, Ronald Dee
Littlefield of Midland and Hay-
den Dee Littlefield, Jr. of Hous-
ton; her dayghter, Judy Ashley of
Perrysburg, Ohio; her brothers,
Johnny Buie of Alamogordo,
NM, Marvin Buie and H. W.
Buie, both of Caballo, NM; her

sisters, Jesse Lewis of Susanville,
CA and Julia Robinson of Philo-
moth, OR; 7 grandchildren; and
numerous nieces and nephews.

Funeral services have been
scheduled for 10:00 a.m. today,
Dec. 23, at Ellis Chapel with Rev-
erend Bob Porterfield officiating.
Interment will follow 1In
Resthaven Memonal Park under
the direction of Ellis Funeral
Home.

Serving as pallbearers will be
Casey Littlefield, Toby Littlefield,
Clay Beardemphl, Gary Buie,
Bryan Buie, Jake T. Buie, Mike
Buie, Kevin Buie, and Bruce
Stewart.

The family requests memonals
be directed to the American Can-
cer Society, 2304 Wadley, Mid-
land, Texas 79705.

Tom Merrill

VANCOUVER, Wash. — For-
mer Midlander Tom L. Memill,
32, died Saturday, Dec. 18, at a
Portland, Ore. hospital folowing
a routine surgery.

At his request, there will be no
services. Arrangements were under
the direction of Evergreen-Staples
Funeral Chapel in Vancouver.

He was born Jan. 5, 1967 in
Coronado Island, Calif.

He was maintenance foreman for
Tube Forgings of America, a divi-
sion of Zidell Corporation, where
he worked the past five years.

Survivors include his wife,

Camie Mermrill of Vancouver; his

DEATH NOTICES

parents, Tom and Essie Memill of
Midland; a grandmother, Zell
Stone of Melrose, N.M.; a broth-
er, Byron Mermrill of Franklin,
Mass.; a niece and nephew.

Charles Crawford

HOBBS, N.M. — Former
Midlander Charles E. Crawford,
75, died Tuesday, Dec. 21, at his
home.

Services will be 10 a.m. today,
Dec. 23, at Taylor Memonal
Baptist Church with the Rev. Dr.
Dean Mathis officiating. Bunal
will be at Prairie Haven Memo-
rial Park under the direction of
Griffin Funeral Home, Inc. Vis-

itation was 3-8 p.m. Wednesday
and will be 8-9 a.m. today at the
funeral home.

He was born May 22, 1924 in
Texas.

He was founder and owner of
Crawford Well Service. He lived
in Hobbs for 18 years. He was a
member of Taylor Memonal
Baptist Church.

Survivors include his wife,
Dorothy Crawford; two sons,
Larry Crawford and Dwight
Crawford; a daughter, Carolyn
Olson; two step-sons, Brad
Burgess and Ron Burgess; a
brother, J. T. Crawford; a sister,
Olena Smalley; 11 grandchil-
dren, and a great-grandson.

Memorials may be made to
Vista Care Family Hospice, 1515
Calle Sur, Hobbs, N.M. 88240.

Plumer Hudspeth

Plumer W. Hudspeth, 81, died
Tuesday, Dec. 21, at a Midland
hospital.

Services are pending with
Reyes-Garcia Funeral Home.

Ora Grimes

Services for Mrs. Ora Grimes
are pending with Ellis Funeral
Home.

Mrs. Grimes died Wednesday,
Dec. 22, in Bryan.

is the brother of Midland attorney Jesse Herrera

session in the narcotics trade.

Elizabeth and Jose Falcon

Elizabeth and Jose Falcon
were arraigned on similar con-
spiracy, distribution and posses-
sion for distribution charges.
They were in court last week and
had already been bonded out.
They were there to enter a plea
of not guilty to the charges.

Octavio Herrera

. Among those appearing Tues-
day was Octavio Herrera, 37, of
Ruidoso, N.M. and formerly of
Odessa. He 1s Midland attorney
Jesse Herrera's brother. Her-
rera’'s hearing was postponed
until today at 10 p.m. in part due
to his paperwork not arrving
from New Mexico.

Richard Aranda

Aranda, a former employee of
the Herrera law firm was repre-
sented by Brian Chavez, son of
former attomey Tony Chavez,
who was arrested and convicted

on drug charges last year. The
younger Chavez has not been
implicated in the Tony Chavez
case. Klassen, speaking for the
government, was concerned
about the possible conflict of
interest in that still another
Chavez son, Adnan, i1s repre-
senting another defendant in the
case.

Aranda, who is from Hobbs,
N.M., was granted bond of
$20,000 with travel restricted to
Lea County, N.M. except for
court appearances.

Patricio Martinez 111

Martinez, 24, of Big Spring,
tumed himself in to U.S. mar-
shals Tuesday morning. He is
from Big Spring and was grant-
ed $20,000 bond with travel
restricted to Howard County
except for court appearances.

Rick Jones

Rick Jones was accused of
being part of the distnnbution nng
and charged with similar con-

Beacon Light Outreach would like

to help you. anmpastor(] E.

' Hunttr Sr. (915) 685-0183 or

683-7655 for further information

Gid Blass Ve -
o Aoanice

spiracy and distribution charges
as the others.Jones, of Hobbs,
N.M. had a prior history for drug
arrests, the court acknowledged.

Sergio Franco Juarez

Juarez was accused of similar
conspiracy and distribution
charges. Testimony said that
during theinvestigation, wire-
taps showed cocaine purchases
by Octavio Herrera and a gov-
ernment source, and Jesus Ray-
mond Lucero and a government
source, were often made sepa-
rately, but delivery took place at
Juarez' home. Juarez is accused
of being responsible for the dis-

tribution of at least 3/4of a

pound of cocaine, worth more
than $12,000, during the course
of several buys.Juarez is accused

of having gotten 3 ounces of -

cocaine at a time, on two differ-
ent occasions, for government
agents, with a street value ofmore
than $2,500 each, testimony indi-
cated.

Steven Lopez

Others with hearings included
Steven Lopez, 22, of Big Spring.
He was granted bond of $20,000.
He was charged with conspiracy
to distribute and possession to
distribute narcotics.

Contolling Diabeles Jinl A Fiece of Cake.

[F YOU CONTROL YOUR DIABETES WITH DIET

AND EXERCISE ONLY, and are 18 years or older, and
have been diagnosed with Type 2 Diabetes Mellitus, then

you are just who we’re looking for. You may be eligible to
participate in a medical research srudy of an
investigational drug for diabetes.

For more information about this study, please call:

(915) 686-0000 ext. 229 or 225

As The 108'" ANNIVERSARY of Midland’s OLDEST Business
Approaches, Our Family Wishes Your Family Happy Holidays.
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LUBBOCK — A federal jury
foundannnmdhnssew:n year
life partner guilty of more than 70
charges inst each of them
Wednesday, including charging
patients rent while receiving
money for them to reside at an
AIDS center and redistributing
dead clients’ medications.

David Crader, former South
Plains AIDS Resource Center
executive director, and Gerald
Eckert, a former care coordinator
at the facility, will be sentenced
in about six weeks.

Crader was found guilty of 72
of the 76 counts against him, with
four counts dropped before the
case went to the jury. Eckert was
convicted of 71 of 76 original
charges. Five of the counts
against Eckert were dropped pri-
or to jury deliberations.

Both men face up to 1,000
years in prison and a $32 million
fine, based on the convictions.

A third man was also charged
in the same cnmes. Jeff Echols
died Dec. 1 prior to the tnal.

Defense attorneys Chuck Lane-

hart and Daniel Hurley told jurors
during the 10-day tnal that Crad-

er and Eckert only did what was
necéssary 1o help those in their care.

Lanchart told jurors that Crad-
er was being punished for per-
forming good deeds and not fol-
lowing the law exactly.

“The t's weren’t crossed and
the 1's weren't dotted, and the
bureaucrats didn't like the way
David Crader did things,” he said.

Crader founded the center in
1988 from his living room. He
oniginally provided AIDS infor-

12 DAYS: Ashley, her family showed
a unique way to give for the holidays

(From 1B)

it and share it with others.
Seventh Day: Cookies

Please accept this plate of
Christmas cookies. Baking for
loved ones is a special part of
the holidays. Share these with
your family and friends. We
hope they bring joy and pleasure
to everyone who eats them —
just as you have brought joy and

pleasure to others.
Eighth day: Angel pin

On the first day of Chnstmas,
angels brought the good news
of the Savior’s birth. We hope
this brings you an important
message, too — that you are

appreciated!!
Ninth Day: Gift box

This is a very special gift for

you, which you can never open
— that you can never see.

The reason it's so special is
it’s just for you from me.

Whenever you are lonely or
even feeling blue,

You only have to hold this
gift and know we think of vou.

You never can unwrap i,
please leave the ribbon tied,

Just hold the box close to
vour heart, it’s filled with love
inside.

Tenth Day: Trec omament

Hang this omament on your
tree to add to your fabulous col-
lection! May it remind you year
after year of your special twelve
days of Christmas surprises!

Eleventh Day: Bread

Nothing smells quite like
freshly baked bread! It’s an aro-
ma that means “home™ to
everyone! Enjoy this loaf
made just for you.

Twelfth Day: Hot Chocolate

TOYS: The charity program is
known nationally as Angel Tree

(From 1B)

give our customers plenty of time.
Most of the people in Midland are
very much aware of what the cause
is; these kids might not have a toy
otherwise.”

“We've done it for at least
three years to help give back to
the less privileged. People get
into it. One guy wanted to prime
the pump and gave his own kid’s
toys when the box was first put
out. Even if we just got one to
make a little boy or girl happy,
that’s successful,” Weeks said.

“There are lots of kids that
would not have gotten stuff that
will this Christmas because of
these efforts. There's going to be
SOme kiddos this Chnstmas.
A big, white teddy bear always
looks cute and we got some real-
ly nice toys — some of the peo-
ple put some money into them,”
said Klatt. “We don’t think of our-
selves as bcing greater than thou
because we're working in this pro-
gram. In the Fire nt, our
whole job is helping people so, to
us it's kind of a low-key thing
because it's something we do all
of the ime. | ju it gives a
very good fac{mg at Christmas to
give to your fellow man.’

“The prigram is known nation-

CENTER: No
full-access

memberships
will be issued

(From 1B)

after-school
Swallow.

Swallow said the community
center will provide an excellent
use of funds because it will ben-
efit children from area schools
and neighborhoods near the cen-
ter.

The Abell Hanger Foundation
contributed $55,000 to Camp fire,
but Lester Van Pelt, Jr., secretary-
treasurer, said he couldn’t com-
ment on the nature of the grant
until after Jan. 1, 2000.

activities,” said

The fee structure for the Mid-
land Community Center is as fol-
lows:

B Activity room rental,
$20/hour;

B Smaller meeting room
rental, $10/hour;

B Gym rental, $20/hour;

- Kltchcn use, a flat $25 fee;

B $200 deposit for all meeting
room and gym use.

According to Ms. Burke, there
will be no general access mem-
berships offered at the commu-
nity center. Although many of the
same programs will remain at the
former Nonheast YMCA, the
facility won’t operate as a
YMCA; no full access member-
ships will be issued.

Youth Devel t Coordi-
nator Billy Memitt said he has
been overwhelmed with the calls
to reserve facilities at the com-
munity center. He recommends
that anyone interested in using the
community center sign t:lel:d l; ttlul:
registration drive being
a.m. Dec. 28-30 at the Midland
Community Center at 2300 But-
ternut Lane, just off of Schar-
baver Road.

'

ally as Angel Tree, but we work
in conjunction with the Mannes
and use their Toys For Tots trade-
mark. We've done it for the past
20 years. The public should under-
stand that it is given to a truly a
needy family, not just supplied to
anybody,” said Ms. Villafuerte.

“We make sure that the big
companies have posters and then
we also collect the toys and take
them to the Salvation Army. Our
office was full of people coming
by left and right. The most inter-
esting experience was singing
karaoke at a banquet for money.
We were able to buy $450 worth
of Walkman's with those dona-
tions. As long as it puts a smile
on a kid's face, that’s all that mat-
ters,” said Midland Marine
recruiter Mario Ribas.

All of the families are screened
and interviewed to make sure they
meet strict poverty guidelines set
by the federal government. Ring-
ing in the Christmas spint, the
Salvation Army also took teddy
bears to senior citizens in con-
junction with Meals on Wheels.

As for the giving spint, Ms. Vil-
lafuerte explained that the orga-
nization relies heavily on donations
received during the Chnstmas
season. All goods collected are dis-
tributed within the community.
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and Mugs

Take some time to enjoy this

together!

On the evening of the
Twelfth Day, there was a
knock on the door from our
mystery providers. Together,
the Jones and Setzler families
enjoyed a half-hour of conver-
sation, drinking hot chocolate
and celebrating this wonderful
tradition.  Afterwards, the
Chnstmas holiday seemed
brighter and renewed.
Through their kindness,
Ashley and her family showed
a unique and creative way to
show an important part of the
Chnistmas spint — giving to
others. It was also an extraor-
dinary way to show a teacher
that they are special. From the
bottom of my heart, I'm thank-
ful for people like the Joneses.

LOCAL & STATE
Ex-employees of AIDS center found guilty on more than 70 charges

mation to those in need and sup-
plied a food pantry.

“1 would do it again, if it saved
a life,” Crader said last week as
he testified in his own defense. “I
regret that it's against the law, but
| would do it again.”

Among the allegations against
the pair is that they defrauded the
Social Secunty Administration by
paying salaries to “phantom
employees™ instead of actual
ones 1n an effort to prevent them
from losing disability benefits.

Four former employees testi-

Judges could remain confidential

fied that the center’s checks were
paid to their friends and family
members. Two of the employees
testified that they could have lost
their disability benefits if their
work was reported.

Assistant U.S. Attorney
William Mateja said during clos-
ing arguments that unlike the
defense attorneys would like the
jurors to believe, the defendants
were not taking from the nch and
giving to the poor.

“Thas 1s not a Robin Hood sit-
uation,” Mateja said. “What the

PAGE 3B

defendants were doing was steal-
ing from the poor and taking this
money and doing whatever they
wanted to do.”

Mateja told yurors if Crader and
Eckert were working for the best
interest of those in their care, they
would have told them about fed-
eral housing money which would
have dropped their rent payments.

Instead, the pair defrauded the
Social Secunty Admunistration,
blamed Echols for housing dis-
crepancies and accused their
lawyer of giving them bad advice.

under abortion notification rules

AUSTIN (AP) — The names of

Judgea deciding whether or not

e, unmammed girls could

hk.lp telf ing a parent before getting

an abortion would remain secret,

under rules issued Wednesday by
the Texas Supreme Court.

The state’s new parental noti-
fication requirements for minor,
unmammed girls seeking an abor-
tion take effect Jan. 1.

The Legislature required the
court to determine rules as to how
a girl could seek an exemption to
the law.

A girl could ask a judge to
determine that she 1s mature
enough to make the decision
without telling a parent.

The law makes it harder on girls
who worry they could be in dan-
ger if they tell their parents they
are pregnant or thinking of having
an abortion, said Kae McLaugh-
lin, executive director of Texas
Abortion Rights and Reproductive
Rights Action League.
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Reading 1s the most important skill
your child will ever leam. At Sylvan,
we pinpoint your child's needs and
develop a personalized program
that not only builds reading skills, but
self-confidence, as well. In fact, 8
out of 10 Sylvan students improve
their reading level by one aca-
demic year in 5 months. Call
today to start your child toward
a more successful future.

4410 N. Midkiff #D-201
Midland
920-9411

SYLVAN
LLEARNING
CENTER’

Success is learned.”

www.educate.com
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“Kids need to know they can
still go to a clinic to get hclp and
information without telling their
parents,” Ms. McLaughlin said.

“Thank goodness most can tell
their parents,” she said. “It’s those
who can’t that will be put in an
even more difficult situation.”

The rules also require the court
to appoint an attorney for the girl
and to 1ssue a ruling within two
business days of her request. The
court also would have to give
preference to a girl's request over
other pending matters.

The rules also established
guidelines for an appeal should a
girl’s request be denied.

The notification requirement
was passed by state lawmakers in
May and signed into law by Gov.

. George W. Bush.

Cntics have said keeping the
Judges’ names confidential could
threaten the Texas Constitution’s
ban on closed court proceedings.
Supporters say it protects judges
from electoral inumidation from
either side of the abortion debate.

The judge’s decision and the
girl’s name also would be confi-
dential.

Sen. Florence Shapiro, R-
Plano, has said she supports
keeping the names of the judges
secret but that it was never dis-
cussed by lawmakers.

“My intent was to always make
absolutely sure the child’s confi-
denuality was upheld at all costs,”
Ms. Shapiro said. *"But at the same
time, they put the confidentiality
over the entire process. | think the
judges probably lobbied for that.”
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my true love gave to me...

Eleven pipers piping

GRASSIAND ESTATES HOMEOWNER'S ASSOCIATION
InviTES YOU TO THE SEVENTH ANNUAL

The Faithful Apostles

(Acts 1:13)
Sponsored by
Loosends Hair & Nail Salon
Hand Crafted Gift Boutique
1000 N. Midkiff, Ste. 11
697-8838

The

DECEMBER

24 TH

Dusk TILL. MIDNIGHT
SHARE THE SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS
BunpLE Up THE KiDsS AND BRING
A VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTION OF
CANNED OR NON-PERISHABLE FOOD
For THE MIDLAND SOUP KITCHEN
AND DrivE THROUGH OUR
BRIGHTLY DECORATED NEIGHBORHOOD
As 15,000 IUMINARIES WELCOME YOU
TO GRASSLAND ESTATES
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FOR BETTER OR WORSE

TO YOUR DAD'S
BARBER SHOP,

HE'D HAVE KIDS LINED
UP AROUND THE BLOCK
FOR HAIRCUTS IF HE
6AVE AWAY BICYCLES .

HIM TO TRIM

THE SIDES AND
TAKE A LITTLE

W*IT ISN'T “WILL WE EAT NUTS
R | | Irs, “wH) WLL EAT NUTS

| | PRSI "WwHO wiLL EAT | |
| | "THE MOST NUTS?" "W |
WILL FEEL THE WORST ABOUT

il

AH, THE GIDODM
SUSPENSE 0f
CHRISTMAS WEEK. .

WIZARD OF ID

THE STAFF AWAITS THE
ANNOUNCENENT OF The

AMOUNT OF THEIR
CHRISTMAS BONVS
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JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS

HAPPY BIRTHDAY for Thursday,
Dec. 23, 1999:

You are more concerned with others
this year than you have been in the
past. Juggling others’ needs with
your own could become a full-time
job. You gain because of your sta-
mina and tenacity. You embrace
commitment and give it meaning.
Friends come through for you.
However, in some way, collabora-
tuon with a fnend could be costly. If
you are single, romance is not the
problem — choosing the right per-
son 1s. You are unusually aware of
this through spring. If attached, you
add a joyful adventure or event to
your life when operating as a cou-
ple. Share responsibilities, and your
relaionship will grow. CANCER
challenges you, but also cares.
ARIES (March 21-Aprnil 19)

%% % [t 1s your choice — deep car-
ing or a hot fuse! Think before you
speak, even though being impulsive
1s natural for you. Populanty
increases, and with it come respon-
sibihities. Worry less about the
implicauons. Let the good times
roll! Tonight: Attend to famuly.
TAURUS (Apnl 20-May 20)

* %k * % Don’t reveal all the sur-
prises you have up your sleeve,
even though another might be testy
as he attempts to find out what 1s on
your mund. Sometimes a boss or
someone you care a lot about has a
hard time expressing his canng.
Express yours. Tomight: Stant the
celebrations.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)

® % %% You might have some last-
minute running around to do. A
fnend will join you. Make a must
meeting. Know that another cares
and that how he expresses it could
be difficult. A loved one might need

The Stars Show the Kind of Day
Have:

You'll
5-Dynamic; 4-Positive; 3-

Average; 2-So-so0; 1-Dafficult

you to do something unusual for
him. Don’t deny his request.

Tonight: Indulge yourself or anoth-*

er.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)

% %% %% You have the pleasure of
giving a lot of yourself to another.
You certainly appreciate the caring
and what someone means to you.
Listen to another who sometimes
gets upset if he doesn’t get enough
attention. A friend is serious. Listen.
Tomight: It is your ballgame'

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

*x k% Sometimes it might be
hard to keep a secret, especially
from someone as provocative as a
key loved one. Don’t become
ensnared! Let him find out what is
up your sleeve. Listen and express
your canng, but keep the cat in the
bag. Tonight: Mystery suits you.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

%% %% Your smile helps others get
past a moment or two of stress.
Understand that what isn't being
said 1s probably more important
than what 1s being said. Make that
additional effort for a co-worker or
someone you treasure in your day-
to-day life. Tonight: Join friends.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

®* %% Close relating proves to be
difficult and demanding at times.
You mught be more into show and
tell than you realize. How important
are 1mage and form compared to
your inner spintual ties? Finances
are stretched as you attempt to
please. Tonight: A command perfor-
mance.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

whx k% & You mean well, though
another clearly tnggers strong feel-
ings. Listen to another. Be willing
to take a nsk or two. Look at the
whole story. Become more

detached. Another clearly cares,
despite his odd way of showing it.
Tonight: Do something dreamy.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
% % %% Though you are tired, you
still expend an additional effort. A
partner does appreciate your feed-
back and energy. Pressure builds.
You might feel like you have to
make all the concessions. Be more
trusting. Know that others are doing
their best. Tonight: Togethemess
counts.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
W% %% Focus on loved ones, the
good life and making what you
need happen. A child or loved one
could expenience a stressful reac-
tuon. Help him through it. Be care-
ful with spending. Understand that
you can’t be the only one taking
responsibility. Tonight: Go along
with another’s plans.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

%% %% Emphasis is on getting the
job done at work and in your per-
sonal life. Your ability to organize
helps you. A boss or parent leans on
you heavily. Recognize your objec-
tives, and you'll succeed. Another
indulges you. You are clearly in the
holiday mood. Tonight: Get a good
night’s sleep.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)

* k% &% Romance counts, espe-
cially at this ume of year. Make that
extra effort toward an important
person in your life. What is difficult
at first becomes easy later. Don't
forget someone at a distance' He
still needs your canng. Tonight: Get
into the "ho ho ho” spint.

e

BORN TODAY

Actress Susan Lucci (1949), actor
Corey Haim (1972), football player
James Harbaugh (1963)

GOREN BRIDGE

With Omar Sharif and Tannah Hirsch

Neither vulnerable. North deals

;
{{(F

10
JO
SO

Opening lead: Ace of &

There are some plays you
can make at the bndge table
that only stand to gain. South
found such a play on this
deal, and a defender cooper-
ated to give declarer a slam
which was destined for
defeat.

Hampered by a partnership
agreement that the range for
a two-no-trump opening bid
was 22-24 points, North had
a difficult hand to bid and
probably did as well as pos-
sible. South’s bid of five
hearts showed slam interest
based on good hearts but no

outside control. so North

knew that slam would be a
good bet.

West led the ace of spades
and continued the suit, the
queen winning. All declarer

Jack from dummy

Resist Temptation

needed was a 2-1 heart break
to land the slam, a 78 percent
chance. Double dummy, the
slam could also be made if
East held all three missing
trumps, but that involves a
first-round finesse for the
queen, an i1mpossible posi-
tion to take.

However, declarer elected
to start trumps by leading the
at trick
three. Had East followed
low, declarer intended rising
with the king and playing for
the percentage distribution.

CLOSE TO HOME

From East’'s holding it
should have been obvious
that declarer was not taking a
finesse. But East routinely
elected to cover, and the roof
fell in.

Declarer won with the
king and West showed out. It
was now an easy matter for
declarer to cross back to
dummy to lead a trump and,
when East produced the
eight, to finesse the nine and
land the slam.

West’'s comments are
unprintable!

just as high, plus we save a bundie on janitorial costs.”
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“Shouldn’t the swaddlingnclothes be

blue for a boy"

PEOPLE TODAY

LOS ANGELES — Halle Berry plans to marry musi-
cian Eric Benet, according to the television show “Enter-
tainment Tonight.”

The 31-year-old actress and
Benet will wed next year, the
TV magazine reported. A
spokesman for the actress did
not immediately return a
phone message seeking com-
ment Tuesday.

The couple met while cele-
brating the premuére of Berry's
HBO movie “Introducing
Dorothy Dandridge” about
the first black woman nomi-
nated for an Academy Award
as best actress. Berry has been
nominated for a Golden Globe
for her role as Dandridge.

The actress divorced Cleve-
land Indians outfielder David
Justice in 1996.

Benet's first album, “True to
Myself,” was released in 1996 and he has had such hits
as “Spend My Life With You.”

e

MIAMI — Sylvester Stallope has closed on the sale of
his waterfront mansion but not with the original buyer.

In October, it was reported that Moroccan-bom home
builder Heim “Michel” Ifergane bought the home, but
the deal fell through. The 24,000-square-foot mansion and
its three guest houses sold to someone else last week, said
real estate agent Alan Jacobson, who brokered the deal.

The unnamed buyer got the home for about $16.2 mil-
lion. The original asking price was $27 million.

An earlier, $24.7-million offer from London’s Orient-
Express Hotel chain fell through because neighbors in the
exclusive community did want a hotel built there.

Stallone paid $8 million for the property in 1993 and
spent at least an additional $12 million to add extras, includ-
ing a movie theater.

Halle Berry and Eric
Benet will marry next
year, according to
“Entertainment
Tonight.”

* k=

VATICAN CITY — Pope John Paul II got some new
wheels for the millennium Wednesday, a custom-made,
armored Lancia from Italian automaker Fiat.

The metallic black car, bearing the papal coat of arms
in gold, was presented to John Paul by Fiat chairman Pao-

Berry, Benet plan year 2000 wedding
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lo Fresco and managing director Paolo Cantarella after
the pontiff’s weekly general audience.

As his official car, the pope has been using a 1997 Mer-
cedes-Benz S500.

Fiat 1s calling the car the Lancia Giubileo (Jubilee) for
the Vatican's Holy Year in 2000.

It weighs around two tons and has a six-cylinder, 24-
valve engine with automatic transmission. The [talian auto
magazine Quattroruote estimated the value at 3 billion lire,
or nearly $1.5 million.

The features include a folding desk for use by his sec-
retary and an audio system to address crowds.

e

VADUZ, Liechtenstein — The royal family of Liecht-
enstein announced Wednesday that Prince Maximillian
}vill I;?rry an Amencan fashion designer in New York on

an. 29.

The second son of Prince Hans Adam II and Princess
Marie is engaged to Angela Brown, daughter of Javier
Francisco Brown and his wife, Silvia Maritza, the
announcement said.

Maximillian, 30, holds a master’s degree from the Har-
vard Business School and works in Hamburg and London
for a venture capital firm.

Miss Brown received the Oscar de la Renta Prize for her
studies at the Parsons School of Design and sold clothes
under her label, A. Brown, before working as design direc-
tor for the fashion firm Adrienne Vittadini, the announce-

ment said.
L E: 3 ]

LOS ANGELES — Dance legend Bella Lewitzky is
recuperating after her night leg was amputated due to arte-
nal disease.

The 83-year-old Los Angeles choreographer was diag-
nosed with atherosclerosis in 1978. The leg was amputat-
ed just above the knee Oct. 27 in an Albuquerque, N.M.,
hospital.

Lewitzky and husband Newell Taylor Reynolds moved
to New Mexico two years ago after closing her interna-
tionally known modemn dance company in Los Angeles.

“l tended to get clots in my legs which were very dan-
gerous, Lewitzky told the Los Angeles Times in a story
published Wednesday. She eventually was unable to walk.

“You just have to accept that things are going to be dif-
ferent. I'm very glad to be alive.”

Compiled from Reporter-Telegram wire services.

(915) 682-6222
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Ennis officials negotiating to keep hospltal open

closing of the only municipal hos-
pital until a new operator is found.
Dallas-based Baylor Health
Care System announced last
week that it planned to close its
Ennis hospital on Jan. 31. Baylor
officials said they would return
control of the 45-bed Ennis hos-
pital to city officials, as required
under their 1980 sale agreement.
Ennis officials on Wednesday
said the hospital must remain
open to maintain its accreditation.
City commuissioners said it will
be harder to find a new provider

if the doors close. The city will
request that the hospital stay
open an additional 90 1o 120 days.

“We realize we can’t run that
hospital. We don’t have the mon-
ey, the expertise or the accredita-
ton,” Commussioner Byron Walk-
er told the Enmis Daily News.

A Baylor official, meanwhile,
expressed concerns that the hos-
pital’s emergency room may not
have the staffing to remain open
through January.

In a letter to employees, Ron
Hudspeth, executive director of
the hospital, that the facility will
discontinue inpatient surgenes

and close the women's health unit
this week. The skilled nursing
facility will take no new patients
after Friday.

Ennis is a city of about 18,000
residents, 33 miles south of Dal-
las. After the closing, Ennis res-
idents needing hospital treatment
would have to drive west to the
Baylor hospital in Waxahachie,
the Ellis County seat 13 miles to
the northwest, or south to Corsi-
cana or north to Dallas.

Ennis officials said at least four
other hospitals have expressed
interest in operating the hospital,
including Providence, which has

a Mexia branch.

Baylor anpounced it would close
the hospitilafter reporting a $21.3
million loss systemwide. Officials
for the chain of six North Texas
hospitals said the Ennis hospital,
one of its two in Ellis Coynty, has
lost $14 million since 1992. The
chain expected to lose another $20
million in the next five years.

The officials blamed the loss-
es on cuts in Medicare fees and
private insurance coverage, as
well as a shortage of patients.

Baylor will offer to operate a
scaled-down health center in

partnership with the city, said Tim

Parris, Baylor regi executive.

Ennis city officials said last
week that they might ask voters
to approve a hospital district that
could levy a tax for health care.

Mayor Bill Lewis said he
hoped to put a hospital district on
the ballot in late January or ear-
ly February. City officials have
not yet determuned how much of
a lax (o propose.

Baylor closed the hospital's
intensive care unit 16 months ago
to cut costs and try to save the oper-
ation, said Ron Hudspeth, hospi-
tal administrator. But the move
backfired as that prompted medical

Hospital officials said it has
been averaging five overnight
patients a day, down from 11 just
before the intensive-care unit
was closed and from the hospital’
s peak of 27 in 1989.

While expanding outpatient
care and other services in Wax-
ahachie, Baylor considered “oth-
er scenarios” for keeping the
Ennis operation going. But
despite the city's expected

growth, “we u:mldn t find one that
made sense,”’ Parris said.

County: Ex-inmate’s request for $1.4 million in damages is ‘demand’

LUBBOCK (AP) — Lubbock
County again urged a federal
court judge this week to enforce
an agreement releasing the coun-
ty from liability related to a for-
mer inmate who claimed two jail
supervisors had created a bogu:
case against him.

The county paid Ollie Johnson
$100,000 in April to settle accu-
sations that he was abused by jail-
ers. Johnson has since asked for
an extra $1.4 million.

But county officials voted n
September not to grant Johnson s
request, instead filing a complaint
in federal court asking that the

DFW airport answering call for more security mevwwnme

DALLAS (AP) — The Dallas-
Fort Worth International Airport
1s one step ahead of requests by
the federal government to tight-
en up security this holiday season,
say officials.

On Tuesday, the Federal Avi-
ation Administration said travel-
ers should expect tightened secu-
rity precautions at airports,
including stricter enforcement of
parking regulations.

“Security is always extremely

Cab company owner pleads guilty, agrees |
to testify against Dallas council member

DALLAS (AP) — A Dallas taxi
cab owner has pleaded guilty to a
federal conspiracy count relating
to allegations he bribed longtime
Dallas City Councilman and black
rights leader Al Lipscomb.

Floyd Richards has agreed to
testify in the public corruption tni-
al against Lipscomb set for Jan.
11 in Amarnillo. Richards, who
will be sentenced in Apnil, faces
a maximum five years in prison
and $250,000 fine.

This week, federal Judge Joe

Kendall ordered the change of
venue, citing “significant media
attention” and Lipscomb's long-
time status as “one of the moslt
influential and well-known™ lead-
ers of the Dallas black commu-
nity.

Lipscomb’s attormey, Scotte
Allen, discussed Wednesday's
plea agreement by Richards with
his chent.

“Lipscomb was very disap-
pointed,” Allen said.

He said Kendall will be asked
to reconsider his decision to
move the tnal from Dallas.

The councilman s attomey also

LDVENTURE FILLED WITH EXCITEMENT
BIa FUN FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY

"B 12:30 2:45
aT]0:00 7:30 9:45

LATE MAKING
PLANS FOR NEW
YEAR’S EVE?

SO WERE WE.
NOW OPEN
CALL FOR DETAILS

the garlc press restaurant

Oak Ridge Square
570-4020

earlier settlement be enforced.
Johnson's attorneys, however,
contend the agreement i1s invalid
because their 33-year-old chient
signed 1t without legal advice and
under threats and intimidation.
Attormey John S. Powell of Hous-
ton filed a complaint last month
asking that the county’s case be
dismissed because the federal
court lacks junisdiction in the case.
This week, the county respond-
ed that Johnson's request was a
“demand letter” which, “clearly
threatened Lubbock County and
its officials with coercive action.™
That “coercive action™ falls

important and a priority at DFW
Airpont,” Jeffrey P. Fegan, exec-
utive director of DFW Aurport,
said 1n a prepared statement.

Airport officials highlighted
some of the normal safety measures
that meet the federal governmen-
t's request for more secunty.

The airport has a Department
of Public Safety with 307 com-
missioned police officers respon-
sible for law enforcement, fire and
emergency medical services.

says Lipscomb’s position is
“adamant and consistent” in that

he did nothing wrong.

After Richards’ plea, U.S.
Attorney Paul E. Coggins said,
“Because the remaining Lip-
scomb case 1s pending tnal, no

under federal law, according to
the county’s attorneys.

Johnson was originally jailed in
April 1998 on a charge of cnm-
inal trespassing.

According to shenff’s office
reports, Johnson scuffled with
deputies on Apnl 30, 1998, after
refusing to follow orders. John-
son struck one jailer in the mouth
and threatened to kill another,
reports said.

He was charged the next day
with assault on a public servant
and retaliation. Authonties now
say the charges were falsified.

“Ollie Johnson stayed in jail for

The department also has a
SWAT team and FAA certified
K-9 explosives detection teams on
site. Also, the department s Anti-
Air Piracy unit keeps a vigil with
cameras positioned throughout
the terminals.

The terminal areas will also see
an increased presence of patrol
units and uniformed police officers.

The secunty measures are not
expected to cause any major
delays, airport officials say.

further comment can be made,
other than we will be ready for tn-
al in Amarillo in January.”

Lipscomb pleaded innocent in
March to 33 bribery-related
counts involving payments from
the taxi company owner.
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almost eight months on what you'd
want to call bogus or trumped up
charges,” cnminal District Attomey
Bill Sowder told the Lubbock
Avalanche-Joumnal last August.

Johnson was released on his
own recognizance late last Janu-
ary. Sowder dismissed the assault
and retaliation charges on Apnl 20.
Six days later, County Commis-
sioners paid Johnson the $100,000
to settle his abuse claims.

Since that ime, Shenff’s Deputy
Rusty Hendrick has been found
innocent of falsifying the criminal
offense report used in 1998 to indict
Johnson. Another deputy, 34-year-

™ L] ‘-ﬁ
ater:

TALL CITY 10 "% 100 s

ILI GAIN MATINEES INDICATED BY ()
(MSINLETINEN
TOTSTONT § o » :

BCENTERDWAL W S 0 =

THE GREED MILE | PFS99

THE GREED BRI | (FSFY

STRART UTTLE 1§ ey »

AN O THE OO0 | oy » .
THE WORLD (S DOT EDOURN P%- 13 oo
AR & THE OIS 1%-1] comeey »

BEUCE BIGALOW | coome;

0NN
RN
NN
ma
(NS

« = NO VIP's. NO PASSES. NO DISCOUNTS
SHOWTIMES FOR TODAY ONLY

old Tommy Ray, has entered an
agreement under which he will
offer his testimony in exchange for
pleading guilty to a lesser misde-
meanor records tampering charge.

A felony tampering charge is
still pending against Cpl. Jerrold
Welbom, 35. Misdemeanor
assault charges are pending against
Deputy Russell “Cash” Lilley, 33.
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¢ Christmas at Crestview 3 :

é\ You are invited to celebrate Christmas and the
December holiday season through the worship services

and special events of Crestview Baptist Church.

g Come share with us the Good News of 7?.3
“Joy to the World! The Lord Is Come!”

v
5

A
-

Friday, December 24
Christmas Eve

fa Candlelight Service

5:00-6:00 p.m.
(carols, candles & handbells) 7

Crestview Baptist Church

All four men resigned from the
shenffs office before the inves-
tigation ended.

Two other jail employees con-
nected to the case, deputy Richard
Lewis and assistant jail adminis-
trator Jack Mitchell, face no crim-
inal charges. In June, Lewis
resigned and Mitchell retired after
26 years with the shenff’s office.

Dr. Larry Ashlock, Pastor >

é\ 3300 Thomas (just south of Midkiff & Illinois) 694-7701 -
Child care avatlable - Birth through 3 years old.
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“Read the newspaper
you the power to make informed choices.”

every day. reading gives

- Forum to focus on troubles of yo"‘"

“The more you read, the more you know, the
more you know, the stronger you grow,

the stronger you grow, the louder your voice,
when taking a stand or making a choice.”

Author Unknoun

Lisa Kilbomn -

Lamar Elementary

Midland Reporter-Telegram

Subscribe T day~Call 688-2700

A

S
é
:

¢

3

.V

m»

-

i A .

> :."'.";1-

-

-

S 4w 4

-u‘-_-a---_‘--_-.-----.--.-r-.-----_-------—-““

?a

& >N s

& oMY,

~:'-

&

- i




I3

vim

if_"&

h:h - ‘.""!-‘-r'

~ I

=

-—

S 4" 4

T, O O O Qoo O B B

Y

MIDLAND REFPORTER-TELEGRAM, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 23, 199

An experimental, ically

g;imﬂui asthma could
er sufferers an entirely new
treatment without the dangerous
side effects of steroids, the stan-
dard medication for many patients,
researchers say.

In a study ' in Thurs-

day’'s New England Joumal of

Medicine, about one quarter of the
asthma patients on inhaled steroids

were able to stop them after

being given the new drug, rhuM-
Ab-E25. And one-third of those

using oral steroids were able to

quit, too.

“It's going to be a break-
through,” said the lead researcher,
ﬂediauic asthma specialist Dr.

enry Milgrom of the National

Asthma attacks

Patients who took an
expenmental asthma drug
reduced their symptoms,
researchers said. Here is a look
at an asthma attack.

When exposed to an
allergen, the smooth
muscie bands that

encircle the bronchial
walls contract and

mucus builds up in the |
airway, parhally |
plugging it. The sufferer |
wheezes and coughs.

Pollen .

Algerian pleads
iInnocent to
alleged bomb
parts smuggling

SEATTLE (AP) — An Alger-
ian accused of trying to smuggle
nitroglycerin and other bomb-
making materials into the United
States from Canada pleaded inno-
cent on Wednesday to all five
counts of a federal indictment.

Ahmed Ressam, 32, was indict-
ed on charges he made false state-
ments to U.S. customs officers;
smuggled nitroglycerin across the
border; transported explosives;
and possessed unregistered
fircarms — the apparent timing
devices found in Ressam's car.

He could get up to 40 years in
prison and fined more than $1 mil-
lion if convicted on all counts.

Assistant U .S. Attomey Francis
Diskin told the judge at Wednes-
day’s hearing that material found
in Ressam’s car was sufficient to
build a powerful bomb.

“This destructive device would
easily have taken down a build-
ing,” he said.

Ressam, speaking through an

debagnrdcmdllmmto
continue to be held without bail.
“There are no conditions that
can be set than would ensure his

danger.
Ressam was stopped by U.S.

customs officers Dec. 14 after he

took a ferry from Victoria, British
Columbia, to Port Angeles,
Wash., about 60 miles northwest
of Seattle. Investigators have not

TheNewYak'I‘"mm
Wednesday Mﬁemhm

bcﬁeveRessamhaslinksmm
Algerian terrorist group respon-

sible for a number of bombings in
France in 1996. The newspaper

cials have unconfirmed intelli-

| training camps during the 1980s.

: Law enforcement officials told
, The Associated Press they are
' searching for as many as three oth-

er people who may have ties to
Rmm.TheFBImWe:hmdny

asked the public for help identi-

Genetically engineered drug shows promise for asthma patients
ELMA.M

Jewish Medical and Research
Center in Denver. “The new

such as this one are intended to mmmm The con- Steroids reduce the aiyway drug dose cut their use of inhaled monthly doctor exams
the magic bullet against asthma.” dition kills 5,500 Americans annu- inflammation. Over time, the steroids at least 50 percent, com- 4 e

to treat moderate to severe asthma italization and prompts 10 allergens, reducing the incidence of ment plan.
for the past decade. But long-term doctor visits each year. oft:s%hlm anncks,g ﬁm Wg'm Pciz:. ]edl It;ldu;th:fp;ml,[{l
use stunts children’'s growth. In About 17 million Americans have RhuMAb-E25 works in a dif- of the low-dose group stopped : i SRR fniain s
adults, steroids can cause osteo- asthma, an astonishing increase of ferent way: It binds up more than using inhaled steroids entirely, cilled the dru 5.
porosis, stomach bleeding, ele- more than 75 percent since 1980. 95 percent of the IgE, blocking compared with 12 percent in the " fug an “important
vated blood pressure and blood  In an asthma attack, hypersen- release of much of the histamine, placebo group. step forward” that might also

suﬂ. cataracts and weight gain.  sitive airways narrow drastically said another researcher, Dr. W.  Of the 35 patients also taking control hay fever and other aller-

drug made by splicing a tiny seg- such as cigarette smoke, pet dan- University. ting either drug dose stopped tak- may show that less-frequent injec-
ment of a cloned mouse antibody der, pollen, feathers and mites. A “This is not a cure, but it ing the steroids, compared with 17 U1Ons or under-the-skin injections
into a human antibody. type of antibody called IgE reduces the allergic reaction” dra- percent in the placebo group. that patients could give themselves

After further testing, the three E'ompu immune cells to release matically, Metzger said. About two-thirds of those getting WOrk as well as intravencus shots.
companies developing it — histamines in a misguided attempt Over a 12-week period, 317 rhuMADb-E2S cut oral steroid use. Singulair, a pill approved last

Genentech, Novartis Pharma AG  to neutralize the allergens. Instead, patients with moderate to severe Patients getting either drug dose  Year, also prevents asthma attacks
and Tanox — hope to seek chd the histamines inflame and further asthma were injected every two also reported fewer asthma symp-  and helps cut reliance on steroids.

and Drug Administration approval narrow the airways. ~ weeks with either a high dose of toms and fewer limits on their It works by blocking leukotrienes,
for sale in about six months. Exercise and breathing cold air  the drug, a low dose or a placebo. activities. substances in lung tissue that con-
Genentech funded the study. also can tngger attacks. Symptoms Over lhe next eight weeks, they The researchers believe the tribute to inflammation.

everyone who traveled on
the Coho the day Ressam

R S ———
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the numerous drugs include shortness of breath, were slowly taken off steroids. paticats in the placebo group
many patients don’t wheezing and coughing. About half those getting cither improved because they had twice-

quent instruction on sticking to

Steroids have been widely used  ally, is the ninth-leading cause of drugs lower sensitivity to those pared with 38 percent of the their treatment

National Heart and Lung Institute

E25 is an intravenous when exposed to an allergen, James Metzger of East Carolina oral steroids, at least one -thurd get- gies. He said further research
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WITH 5.1 CHANNELS IN 5 DISCRETE AMPS
» Dolby® Surround Pro
Logic * Remote + Digitad
Acoustics Processor
« 40 AMFM Station

« nputs: @
Aud. { Video FRXEE4
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ZENITH 25" TV
WITH TRILINGUAL

MENU SYSTEM, s
SLEEP/VACATION
TIMER AND

REMOTE CONTROL

zZ—

TECHNICS FRONT LOADING
5-DISC CD CHANGER WITH
QUICK DISC ROTﬁ"I’ION SYSTEM

PIONEER 120-WATT
3-WAY BASS REFLEX

SPEAKER SYSTEM

» 120 Watts Maximum Power Cap
unf 124nch Wooler + 4-3M Inc

¢ M'Eml-‘lﬂ inch Cone

Proneer

SHARP TO-WATT TOTAL POWER SYSTEM
WITH DOLBY® SURROUND PRO LOGIC®,
AM/FM, 3-DISC
CD CHA
DUAL CASSE a

S-SPEAKER SYSTEM
. AMFEM Tuner With 40-Presets -
XB8sss + Remolm Control
' SCOCAB0MTO

27" MTS
STEREO COLOR TV
WITH P-I-P AND
UNIVERSAL PLUS
GLOW REMOTE

g

RCA 32-INCH
COLOR STEREO
TV WITH GUIDE
PLUS+® ON-SCREEN
PROGRAM GUIDE &

UNIVERSAL
REMOTE CONTROL

Mocle! #F 17645

RCA 36-INCH
STEREO COLOR TV
W/TRILINGUAL
ON-SCREEN DISPLAY

SUPER CAPACITY
S-CYCLE WASHER

: Super 30 Cu. P .cm _ . GUIDE Pius+ On-Screen Program
mﬂm Guide *+ Master Touchl® Umniverssl

Glo-in-The Dark Remote * V-Chip
Parertal Control + TDS Lines of Hon-
rortal Resoluhon

RCA 46" PROJECTIO
STEREO HDHITOR
RECEIVER WITH
COLOR P-I-P

Theatre™ Video Sys
HmmLmﬂﬂbﬂmﬁl!m
hon + GUIDE Plus+ - Master Touch®
Unmversal Glo-in- The Dark Remole

Temp Combos MLSRS112MO

FGANS

SHARP HI-Fi
VCR WITH
PURCHASE

LAYAWAY AVARABLE

- APPLY TODAY FOR YOUR REX CARD

22 MIDLAND
« 4717 N. Midkiff » 915-697-2080

G#ML ELECTRIC

CIOUIDOW
ELECTRIC RANGE
« 37 Cu. Fr. Owven Cmt_llr

~
Coohk Sett

5429

HITACHI 60" PROJECTION
TV WITH UitraBlack® SCREEN
WITH SURFACE DIFFUSER,

rulunmmum.m

BUSINESSES,CONTRACTORS OR SCHOOLS CALL: 1-800-739-7611
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Asmalad Prass Writer

ATLANTA — Even John Rocker
admits he went ‘‘way too far’’ this ime.
. The tough-talking reliever for the
Atlanta Braves ate his own words
Wednesday, saying his comments that
disparaged homosexuals, AIDS
foreigners, minorities and single moth
ers were a mustake.

Rocker triggered outrage in New
York and even his native Georgia with
his remarks in the current Sports Illus-
trated that could lead to discipline from
baseball or the Braves.

He told the magazine that he would

Rocker insults nearly
everyone In New York

retire before playing for a New York
tcam and then added:

"Imagine having to take the (No.) 7
train to (Shea Stadium) looking like
you're (in) Beirut next to some kid with

purplc hair, ““‘.:E Atianta Braves
SOINC quccr wi mmn

AIDS, nght next 1o pocker went
some dude who got -

far by his own
out of jail for the ' adenisston in
fourth time, l'ighl comments he
next to some 20- made to Sports

year-old mom with Hiustrated.
four kids. It's AP Photo
depressing.

““The biggest thing I don’t like about
Please see ROCKER/2C

MOBILE ALABAMA Bowl.

TCU defeats
East Carolina
for 2nd straight

upset bowl win
By Jenna Fryer

AP Writer

MOBILE, Ala. — It's too bad
Texas Chnstian can't speed up i1ts
move to Conference USA.

After a convincing 28-14 victory
over No. 20 East Carolina Wednes-
day night in the inaugural Mobile
Alabama Bowl, the Homed Frogs
believed they were ready to move
on to bigger things.

It will have to wait a year, though.
TCU, currently a member of the
Western Athletic Conference, isn't
scheduled to join East Carolina in
C-USA untl 2001.

‘““Maybe we should go in next
year,"”” TCU coach Dennis Fran-
chione said. “‘But 1t feels good to
know when we do go, we’ll be going
in on pretty good footing.’’

LaDainian Tomlinson ran for
124 yards and two touchdowns to
lead TCU.

It was the second consecutive
bowl upset for TCU (8-4), which
knocked off heavily favored South-
em Cal in last year's Sun Bowl. East
Carolina (9-3) was favored by six
points at game time.

And 1t was the first ume the
Homed Frogs have won consecutive
bowl games since winning three in
a row from 1936-39.

“It means a lot to our team and
to our seniors who two years ago
were 1-10 — it’s pretty amazing,”’
Franchione said. ‘I hope it gives us
some national respect.’’

East Carolina coach Steve Logan
said he thought TCU had eamned it.

““They can play with anybody,”’
Logan said. ‘*And anybody in our
conference. | know that now."’

TCU confused East Carolina ear-
ly with its two-quarterback option
attack and completely shut down the
Pirates’ running game, holding
them to minus- 16 yards.

“Our defense played great,”
Franchione said. ‘‘That was really
the key."

So was countenng East Carolina's
plan of stopping Tomlinson, whose
1,850 yards edged Heisman Trophy
winner Ron Dayne for the NCAA
Division I rushing title.

TCU, which alternated between
quarterbacks Casey Printers and
Patrick Batteaux, made it impossi-
ble for the Pirates to adjust.

Early in the first quarter, Printers

Brazzell starting to catch on

Texas Christian University defenders Shannon Brazzell (41), J.W. Wiilson (75) and Terrance Maiden
(59) celebrate after sacking East Carolina quarterback David Garrard (9) during the inaugural Mobile
Alabama Bowl Wednesday in Mobile, Ala. The Horned Frogs upset the 20th-ranked Pirates, 28-14.

Printers threw a 9-yard pass to Tom-
linson and Batteaux came in on the
next play and gained 35 yards on an
option keeper that put TCU at the 19.

Tomlinson cammied on four plays,
finally scoring from three yards with
51 seconds left in the half. It gave the
Homed Frogs a 21-7 halfume lead.

“‘I knew they were keying on me
s0 the yards came hard,”” said Tom-

gained seven yards on an option run
to move TCU to the 2. Batteaux, a
senior who runs the option better
than Printers, came in on the next
play and pitched the ball to Tom-
linson, who ran in for the touchdown.
That tied the game at 7-7 and TCU

slowly pulled away from there.

The tno set up another touchdown
the same way in the second quarter.

Underdog Frogs win again

in Dallas’ offensive scheme

% Jaime Aron
A Writer

IRVING — Chris Brazzell is doing a
lot more studying this week.

Liberated from running patterns for the
scout team, the first-year receiver for the
Dallas Cowboys is trying to quickly leam
the intricacies of being a featured play-
er, a role he was thrust into last Sunday.

“They made it ecasy for me last
week,’’ Brazzell said. ‘‘Now, I've got
to really concentrate and learn about
blitzes in standard formations and wor-
ry about every type of coverage.’’

The Cowboys took a flier on Brazzell
in September when they claimed him off
waivers from the New York Jets, who
had kept him on the practice squad all
last scason after making
round déaft pick.

*

him a sixth-

Brazzell, a 6-foot-2, 198-pound speed-

ster with only small college experience,
was on Dallas’ active roster for the first
four games. But
he played in just
on special teams.
Then the Cow-
boys released him
Oct. 14 and signed
squad. His only duty was to run basic
patterns to help the first-team defense
prcpnre for the upcoming opponent.
Being on the scout team 1is very sim-
card and run the route.”’
]?layed well enough to catch
hia coaches’ attention. Just the mention
that they were considering activating him

one, and that was

him the next day to their practice
ple,”’ Brazzell said. ‘‘You look at the
as a rweiveiwu enough to keep

Brazzell motivated, even though he con-
tinued being Inactive.

“I said, ‘Well, | had a good week,
maybe they'lldo it.’

Then | had another  ige raceteny
good week and said,  Chyrig Brazzell,
Ifit’s not this week,  ghown beating
thenit'll be another  New York Jets
week,” "’ he said.

Marcus Coleman

Brazzell finally
got his chance two
games ago against
Philadelphia. With
Dallas facing a
third-and-9 1n the
third quarter, he
caught thc first ball
thrown his way for
a 12-yard gain.

Against the Jets last Sunday, Brazzell

Please see BRAZZELL/2C
’

linson, who TCU plans to promote
for the Heisman Trophy next season.
**At first | could only get eight yards
here, four yards there, and they were
tough. But they came and I'm hap-
py with the outcome. "

East Carolina, which couldn’t run
the ball at all against TCU, had to
go to the air in the second half.

Please see MOBILE/2C

Braves retool; Yankees

send Irabu to Montreal

Ronald Blum
AP Witer

NEW YORK — With most teams
about to close for the holiday break, the
Atlanta Braves and San Diego pulled
off a big deal Wednesday while the
New York Yankees finally got nd of
Hideki Irabu.

Remolding their roster yet again, the
Braves dealt second baseman Bret
Boone, outficlder/first baseman Ryan
Klesko and minor league n
Jason Shiell to the Padres for base-
man Wally Joyner, second baseman
Quilvio Veras and left fielder Reggie
Sanders.

Atlanta, which has won eight straight

The

and

Smuth.

AP Photo

Coakley
earns Pro
Bowl spot

B Cowboys’ young linebacker gets
first trip to Hawaii; Four Dallas
teammates will join him.

Associlated Press

IRVING — Linebacker Dexter Coakley 1s
going to the Pro Bowl for the first ime and four
of his Dallas Cowboys teammates will be there, t1oo.
NFL
Wednesday that running
back Emmitt Smith was
chosen for the eighth time
cornerback
Sanders made 1t for the
fourth ime as a Cowboy.

Offensive guard Larry
Allen will be back for a fifth
straight year, along with tack-
le Enk Williams
fourth ime.

Allen and Sanders will be
starters.

Dallas (7-7) had six players chosen last
. Coach Chan Gailey had the
the news to the team following practice.
were especially proud of Coakley, a third-year
er who has repeatedly made big plays this "
He's second on the team with 117 tackles and his>
four interceptions lead the team. It's the moss
a Dallas linebacker since Lee Roy Jordan had
in 1975. .

“It really hasn't hit me yet,”” Coakley said. “jt's*
something that is very special to me. |'ve wm'htl
very hard to get to this point, but ] know it’s not
all me. It’s a team accomplishment.™

Even though this 1s old hat for Smuth, he stull feels
honored.

“*1 think it definitely shows I'm not washed up,
as people once thought | was,”’ saad Smith, who
has achieved career milestones while being the
eighth-leading rusher in the NFL this season.

The only running backs with more Pro Bowl
appearances than Smith are Barry Sanders with 10
and Walter Payton and Franco Hams with nine. Bob
Lilly (11), Mel Renfro (10) and Randy White (nine)
are the only Cowboys with more selections than

Williams, who came into this season shmmer
ever, is retuming to Hawau after a one-year absenc

“*Since my car accident five years ago,
haven’t been the same,”’
to get back to that Pro Bowl-type of play. | ve
to do something different every year, whether
lose weight or get stronger. When you're
around the league look at you and vote you in, that's

very gratifying.”

Allen, who has missed the last five games with
a sprained knee, retumned to practice. Gailey is hope-
ful he'll play Friday against the New Orleans Saints.
practiced today for most of the ime and was
really improved over yesterday,”
““That’s a positive sign.

Receiver Emie Mills and comerback Kevin Smuth
missed practice nursing injuries.
expected Mills to start against the Saints, but Jason
Tucker may get his third straight start.

““He

division titles but only one World:
Senes 1in the 1990s, gains both a lead-
off hitter and an to make up
for the loss of Gerald Williams, who

signed with Tampa Bay.
Joyner becomes insurance in case first
baseman Andres isn’t at full

strength after an 18-month layoff dur-
ing his treatment for cancer.

““We're all very hopeful Andres will
come back and assume full duty at first
base,’’

an unknown set of circurhstances. Wal-
ly Joyner, prior to 1999 before he suf-
fered the shoulder injury, put up very,
very good numbers offensively, and of

Please see TRADES/2C

announced

Deion

for his

he said. “'I ve strugg

Gailey said.

Gailey had

L 1

4
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Yes, John Elway retired. Sure,
Vinny Testaverde was hurt in the
first game of the season.

But what were the odds before
the 1999 NFL season that Kurt
Wamer, Steve Beuerlein and Rich
Gannon would be voted to the Pro
Bowl ahead of Brett Favre, Troy
Aikman and Doug Flutie?

The Pro Bowl teams announced
Wednesday for the Feb. 6 game
in Honolulu reflected again how
strange this season has been.

“*I guess the second half of life
is the greater half,”” said the 34-
year-old Beuerlein, who was
selected for the first ime in a 13-
year career.

He has played for seven teams,
much of the ime as a backup.
This i1s by far his best year. As a
starter for Carolina, he’s thrown
for 3,857 yards and 29 touch-
downs.

“It’s neat. It’s great, " added
Carolina coach George Seifert,
who as coach of the 49ers rou-
unely had Joe Montana and Steve
Young in the NFL's all-star game.

““We're all very excited to see
it take place. Steve's been with
different clubs and had his
moments, but | don’t know that
he’s had any he’s as proud of nght
now.

Wamer, who will start for the
NFC, came from total obscunty.

Pro Bowl rosters
Include unusual
.selectlons at QB

A former Arena League
NFL Europe star, he had played
in just one NFL game before this
season and was left unprotected
last spring on the expansion list
from which the Cleveland
Browns chose their players.

He became a starter only when
Trent Green was lost for the sea-
son with a knee injury and
shocked even Rams coach Dick
Vermeil by leading the NFL in
passing and guiding the team to
a 12-2 record.

The Rams had just one player,
Isaac Bruce in 1996, make the Pro
Bowl in their first four seasons in
St. Louis. This time they had six
representatives — tied with Tam-
pa Bay for the most in the NFC.
Jacksonville (13-1) has seven
players on the AFC team, anoth-
er indication that 1t pays to be on
winners.

‘1 dreamed about this when |
was in the third grade,”” Wamer
said.

““The biggest thing 1s we have
siX representatives and some
alternates. It really shows what
this team has done this year and
gives us a lot of respect. Obvi-
ously, it’s going to goto certain
people that are more in the lime-
light but there’s a lot of guys that
are deserving on this team.’

Gannon, like Beuerlein, has
been around. He was drafted by
New England as a running back
or wide receiver then traded to
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Minnesota when he said he want-
ed to play quarterback. He then
played for Washington and
Kansas City before signing with
the Raiders for this season.

““You look at guys around the
league and sometimes they re not
very pretty and sometimes it's
ugly,”” said Gannon, not known
for a rifle arm. ‘‘But they find
ways to put their teams in posi-
tion to win."

The Pro Bowl rosters are the
usual mix of staples, many of them
offensive linemen who seem to get
permanent spots in the game once
they make the team, and new-
comers from successful teams,
such as four of the six Rams.

The only St. Louis players who

have been there before are Bruce
and running back Marshall Faulk,
who had been to the Pro Bowl
while with Indianapolis.

Two rookies made 1t — run-
ning back Edgerrin James of the
Colts and defensive end Jevon
Kearse of Tennessee.

Five teams have no represen-
tatives, including the NFC's last

three Super Bowl representa--

tives, Atlanta and Green Bay. The
other three are San Diego, expan-
sion Cleveland and Pittsburgh.

Three former Steelers did make
the AFC team — safeties Rod
Woodson of Baltimore and Car-
nell Lake of Jacksonville and
offensive tackle Leon Searcy of
the Jaguars.

(From 1C)

New York are the foreigners,”” he went on.
“You can walk an entire block in Times
Square and not hear anybody speaking Eng-
lish. Asians and Koreans and Vietnamese and
Indians and Russians and Spanish people and
everything up there. How the hell did they get
in this country?”’

In a statement released Wednesday, Rock-
er retracted those remarks.

““While | have evidenced strong competi-
tive feelings about New York fans in the past,
and take responsibility for things I have said
publicly, including the Sports lllustrated arti-
cle, I recognize that | have gone way too far
in my competitive zeal,”’ he said.

Rocker said he was not a racist, although
he ‘‘let my emotions get the better of my judg-
ment, and have said things which, when read
with cold, hard logic, are unacceptable to me
and to my country.

‘“Everyone makes mistakes and I hope
everyone can put this aside and begin the
2000 season with a fresh start,”” he said. 'l
am contrnite.

Commissioner Bud Selig called Rocker s
remarks ‘‘inappropnate and offensive’’ and
said they are being reviewed. *“We will take
appropnate action,”” Selig said.

Braves general manager John Schuerholz
spoke with Rocker for 10 minutes Wednes-

TRADES:

day and said he planned to meet with him after
the holidays “r.o discuss what actions the orga-
nization will take.”’

**“The viewpoints attributed to John Rock-
er in no way reflects the views of the Atlanta
Braves organization,”’ Schuerholz said. **He
works for us, but in no way do the comments,
attitude and feelings represent those of the
Atlanta Braves.”’

Rocker's teammate, Brian Jordan, told
Atlanta’s WQXI-AM: “*You can’t respect a
guy that makes comments like that publicly.”

Pitching coach Leo Mazzone, also on
WQXI was critical of Rocker.

Onccrfhlstcamnmcsmlghtpunchlnm

' Mazzone said. ‘‘Something’s going to
gawrmgmwmthhlsww And you watch
it, it’ll end up going straight down the tubes.’’

Ryan Klesko, who was traded from Atlanta
to San Diego on Wednesday, defended his
former teammate.

‘‘He's not a bad guy,’’ Klesko said.
**‘He's not one of those guys who hates every-
one like everybody thinks. He's young. He's
a good guy.”’

Schuerholz said he did not think Rocker's
remarks would be disruptive to the team. He
said Rocker told him that ‘‘he has as many
good friends on this team that are African-
Amcncanorl..atmashehasﬂntm(:au-
casian.’

The comments weren't playing well with

ROCKER: Braves pitcher catches heat

othcr Atlantans.

‘“His racist opinions are just, to me, a rep-
resentation of a very ignorant and uneducat-
ed person,’’ said Sara Gonzalez, president of
Atlanta Hispanic Chamber of Commerce.

Term Watson, shopping at the Braves Club-
house store Wednesday, described herself as
a Rocker fan — or maybe a former one.

*‘I sure hope I don’t get a Rocker jersey for
Christmas now. And | asked for one,’”’ she
said. ‘‘If he can’t come up with a good expla-
nation for why he’s a bigot and a racist, he
needs to change his views and do some soul-
searching.”’

Rocker has been the focus of hatred from
New York Mets fans since September, when
he said he enjoyed beating the team. During
the playoffs, he said Mets fans insulted his
mother and threw battenies at him.

Tony Braswell, executive director of AID
Atlanta, said he attended the playoff game in
New York and was shocked by the rude
behavior of Mets fans. But he was even more
offended by Rocker’s comments.

“Wclcomc to the real world, Mr. Rocker,”
he said. ‘“The world is made up of people
from India and Korea and Vietnam and Spain
and Russia and people with purple hair and
queers living with AIDS. There are men,
women and children of all walks of life liv-
ing with AIDS."

Padres, Braves swap 6 players

(From 1C)

course is regarded as one of the
finest first baseman defensively
around.

Klesko and Boone combined
for 41 homers last year while
Joyner and the switch-hitting
Veras combined for just 11.
Veras had career-highs with a
.280 average and 95 runs scored,
and his on-base percentage of
368 was 58 points higher than
Boone's. Klesko's slugging per-
centage was .532 compared to
Joyner's .350.

““We've gotten a little bit slow-
er, but we've added more
offense,”’ Padres general manager
Kevin Towers said. *"We've gone
from more of a speed club to
probably a club that’s more of a
power-type club.”

Irabu, 11-7 with a4.84 ERA in
27 starts and five relief appear-

MOBILE:

(From 1C)

It initially worked, as David
Garrard moved the Pirates down
the field, setting up Jaimie
Wilson's 13-yard touchdown run
that made it 21-14 with 4:30 to

ances this year, waived his no-

saw those flashes of brilliance that

trade clause, allowing the Yan- attracted us when he was a free
kees to deal him to Montreal for agent coming out of Japan.™ Serafini, 25, was 3-2 with one
Irabu had one season at $2 mil- save and a 6.93 ERA last season

minor league rnight-hander Jake
Westbrook and two players to be
named. The deal lowers New
York's payroll to $66 million for
14 signed players.

The 30-year-old nght-hander,
called a “‘fat ... toad"’ by Yankees
owner George Steinbrenner last
spring, had worn out the patience
of Yankees officials. While pitch-
ing well in stretches, he was wild-
ly inconsistent and appeared in
just one postseason game in the
last two years, a mopup effort at
Fenway Park.

‘“Hideki came in with a lot of
fanfare,”’ Yankees general man-
ager Brian Cashman said. “‘He
wanted us as badly as we wanted
him. There were some good times
and some tough times as well. We

Frogs shut down Pirate attack

play in the third quarter.

The Pirates’ Forrest Foster
then recovered an on-side kick,
but TCU’s defense held.

On the first play of East Car-
olina’s next possession, Russell

(}urymwccpted(}armdsposs

L.LOCAL SPORTS

’'Hounds take
home honors

The Midland RockHounds
earned honors at pro baseball’s
winter meetings this past week
for their publications, as did co-
owner Bob Richmond.

The ’'Hounds corporate
brochure and pocket schedule
were named the best in Dou-
ble A baseball for 1999. This
is the fifth straight season that
qumewuicaﬁombyﬂn

M:dhnd franchise have been

lion left on his $12.8 mullion,
four-year contract.

To get him to agree to the deal,
the Expos took his $4 million
option for 2001 and guaranteed it
at $2.5 million. It would nse to
$3 million if he pitches 150
innings next year, $3.5 million if
he pitches 165 innings and $4 mul-
lion if he pitches 180 innings.

‘“We thought Hideki could be
someone special for us,”’ new
Expos owner Jeffrey Lona said.

‘**‘My read on Hideki was that he
was a power pitcher with a temrific
arm and ly one of the nas-
tiest split-fingered fastballs I
have seen.””

In a minor trade, the Padres
acquired left-hander Dan Serafim

and returned it 32 yards for a
touchdown. That gave TCU a 28-
14 lead with 14:04 to play.
“They scored 21 and that’s
doable against our defense,”’
Logan said. “‘But that intercep-
tion put it away. It was a good
throw, David did the right thmg.
but it was one of those things."’
Printers, a freshman who start-
ed nine after Batteaux
went down with an injury, threw

for the Cubs, who acquired him
during spring training from the
Minnesota Twins. He had 38
relief appearances and four starts.

In the free agent market, left-
hander Jeff Fassero agreed to a
one-year deal with the Boston Red
Sox and outfielder Thomas
Howard returned to the St. Louis
Cardinals, agreeing to a $650,000,
one-year contract. Howard hit
292 with six homers and 28 RBIs
in 195 at-bats this year.

Catcher Mike Figga agreed to
a minor league contract with
Tampa Bay and pitcher Ricky
Bones, released by Cincinnati,
Minnesota and Baltimore in the
last three years, agreed to a minor
league contract with Flonda.

a 21-yard second-quarter touch-
down pass to Mike Scarborough.

He finished 13-of-19 for 174
yards and ran for 24, eaming the
game's most valuable player
award.

Batteaux ran six times for 37
yards.

East Carolina, which came
into the game averaging 170
yards on the ground and 406 over-
all, was held to 223 total yards.
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Tom Withers
AP Writer

BEREA, Ohio — The NFL
pushed back at Orlando Brown
on Wednesday, suspending the
Cleveland tackle for shoving a
referee who accidentally hit him
in the eye with a weighted
penalty flag.

The indefinite suspension was
announced hours after Brown
learmned he must stay in the hos-
pital because of new bleeding in
his nght eye. He was to have been
released Wednesday before this
setback.

Brown also faces a possible
fine and could be suspended for
part of the 2000 season. He is the
first player in league history to be
suspended for more than one
game for contact with an official.

Commissioner Paul Tagliabue
will meet with the 6-foot-7, 350-
pound tackle in New York after
the Pro Bowl in February. Addi-
tional penalties will be discussed
at t.hal hearing.

*“We continue to hope Orlan-
do Brown makes a full recovery
from his injury,’’ Tagliabue said.
‘““However, as everyone has
acknowledged, the injury to the
player was completely inadver-
tent and did not justify his action
against the referee.

““It was an unfortunate accident
but we cannot condone under any
circumstances physical contact
against our game officials.”™

Brown was hit by a flag
weighted with BBs — thrown by
referee Jeff Tnplette — dunng
Sunday’s game with Jacksonville.
Brown stormed back on the field
and knocked down Trniplette with
a two-handed shove to the chest.

NFL suspends Brown
for pushing referee

Brown blamed his violent
actions on the fact that his father,
Claude, lost his sight to glauco-
ma in 1993. Brown has been in
the hospital since Sunday night,
with impaired vision and bleed-
ing in a chamber of his nght eye.

The injury would have kept
Brown out of Cleveland’s season
finale against Indianapolis on
Sunday. The Browns have a bye
week on the last weekend of the
season.

Still, that weekend counts
toward the suspension and Brown
will not get a paycheck, NFL
spokesman Greg Aiello said.
Brown signed a six-year, $27 mil-
lion contract with Cleveland in
February. Based on his 1999
salary, Brown will lose $49.411.

If the suspension continues
into next season, Brown would
lose $131,250 per game, based on
his $2.1 million salary in 2000.

Brown's agent, Tom Condon,
did not say if his client will

appeal. | |
‘1 would prefer we wait until

after the heaning before making
a comment,’’ said Condon, who
on Tuesday hinted about a pos-
sible lawsuit against the league
if Browns' injury was career
threatening.

Brown’s penalty is already
more severe than the other four
in which a player has shoved an
official. Those penalties ranged
from one-game suspensions to a
$20,000 fine.

The players disciplined for
such contact were: Don Bur-
roughs of Philadelphia in 1963,
Monty Stickles of New Orleans
in 1968, Michael Jackson of
Seattle in 1982 and Steve Wis-
niewski of Oakland in 1996.

'BOYS: Brazzell moves

quickly up depth chart

(From 1C)

showed his former team what they
were missing by catching a 9-
yarder early in the second quar-
ter. On the next sernies, he tumed
a 12-yard hitch pass into a 53-yard
gain, setting up the touchdown
that put Dallas ahead 14-13.

Coaches were so impressed by
those two grabs that at halftime
they made Brazzell the No. 2
receiver behind ib Ismauil.
Developing another pass-catching
threat has been a priority since
Michael Irvin was sidelined in
October.

‘“‘Brazzell made a big play,”
coach Chan Gailey said. ““We
were hoping to get him in posi-
tion to make another play.”

Quarterback Troy Aikman,
however, completed just four
passes in the second half, none to
Brazzell, as the Jets pulled out a
22-21 victory.

Dallas (7-7) plays at New
Orleans on Friday. The Cowboys
are guaranteed a playoff berth if
they win their final two games.

With veteran Emie Mills sull

slowed by a pulled thigh muscle,
Jason Tucker is likely to start a
third straight game. Brazzell will
back him up and also be used in
multiple-receiver formations.
‘“‘My confidence is way up,”’
said Brazzell, whose only disap-
pointment is that the season is
almost over. ‘“There are a lot of
young receivers here in Dallas
and I'm young, too, so | feel I can
do the things they're doing.
**‘My job is just to catch the ball
when it comes my way and keep
making plays.
coaches will see something and I'll
leave the season on a good note.™
Brazzell does a good job of act-
ing cool, but simply having a
locker next to Emmitt Smith and
a few stalls from Aikman is a big
thrill for a 23-year-old who grew
up in Alice, Texas, as a self-pro-
fessed ‘ ‘big-time Cowboys fan.”™
“‘Everybody from my home-
town has called,”” he said, smul-
ing. ‘‘I'm a role model to Alice,
Texas. Not too much talent comes
through there. | think when some-
one from a small town makes it
to the NFL it’s a big deal.”’
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