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Fuel prices part of city, county budget considerations

By Simone Jasper

sjasperi@mri.com

As gasolme pnices in Midland top those in

other metropolitan areas, local government
entities are among those noticing higher
costs compared 10 last year. The city of
Midland and Midland County have devised

ways 1o budget estimates for the vehicles

they operate.
City vehicles are used for vanous pur-

poses, including police patrol, fire response,
waste management and code enforcement.

The city purchases gasoline for its three

fueling stations, according to spokeswoman

Elana Ladd.

“Bemng able to buy directly from the
distnibutors, we get a slightly better rate,”
she saud.

The city has 755 vehicles, including those

that use diesel, off-road diesel and unieaded
fuel, according to Ladd. She said via emal
that annual usage 15 840,000 gallons and

that the prices the city pays are generally

higher than at this point last year.
Midland on Saturday had an average
regular gasoline price of about $3.13 per

gallon — a jump from the average of $2.16-
one year ago and the highest out of all

metropolitan averages recorded in the state,
Please see FUEL/SA
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A billboard s shown Friday on the 1500 block of Ranlun Highway encouraging Rep. Mike Conaway 10 support 8 bill.

Lobbyists target Conaway with local billboard

People 18 10 59 who are able to work
must work at least 20 hours per week or
participate in a training program, with
certain exclusions. In its press release,
the Physicians Commutice urges Con-
away and other lawmakers 10 msicad
consider a financial incentives bill 1o get
SNAP recipicnts 1o cat healthier foods.
The sparsely worded billboard, whach
went up Thursday at 1503 Rankm High-

way, addresses Conaway and encourages
him 1o support HR 4855, the SNAP

M Physicians’ group challenges
head of House Committee on

Agriculture to support SNAP
Healthy Incentives Act

By Trever Hawes

A Washington, D .C -based doctors’
lobby group wants people on govern-
ment assistance 10 have healtiwer diets,
and it's targeting the head of the House
Commttee on Agriculture in his
hometown.

U.S. Rep. Mike Conaway s the
subject of a biffboard m south Midland
that challenges him to support the SNAP
Healthy Incentives Act. The bill aims to
amend the farm bill 10 add a financial
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incentrves program for Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program recipeents
0 purchase fruits and vegetables, ac-
cording 10 the Physicians Committee for
wmmmm

Cmyuc:hllﬂnfhﬂmq
commitice. SNAP, formerly known as

larger farm bill. On June 21, Conaway s
farm bill narrowly passed the House
213-211, with all 191 Democrats voting
no. The Senate passed the bill 86-11
with several changes June 28, and both
houses are heading mto conference 1o
resolve theiwr differences.
O-e-qx“hm

Muiti Mic
Focus on the sounds you want
10 haat, even In noiSy places.

Library
director to
make bid for

MISD school
board

The man who led the tumaround of the
Midiand County Public Library system
has announced his can-
didacy for Midland ISD
school board

John Tnschstta 111, the
Mﬂim&t

Early College High

School, Goddard Jumior High, San Ja-
cinto Junior High, Emerson Elementary
and Santa Rita Elementary. Some proms-
nent arcas’developments include Midiand
College, Racquet Club, the heavy growth
arca cast and west of State Highway 191,
north of Loop 250 and Saddie Club and
the Midland Polo Ficlds. Karen Nichol-
son was the previous representative of
that district. She resigned her seat earlier
this year.

Trischitti said be s looking forward to
serving the community in an arca he s
passionate about.

' and | want to

1s happening.

be part of that change.™ Trischitti sasd. “I
am a hifelong advocate for quality public
education, as a product of public school
myself and now sending my chsldren
to public school. | have had children in
MISD for the last cigint years and will
continue 10 have a child in MISD until
my m 2032, | wam
the best for the students of Midiand ISD ™

Trischith says he will bring to the
board his cxperiences as an mvolved
parent, and an education and Ineracy ad-
on imitiatives such as Project Literacy and

Plcase see BOARD/SA
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Fuel prices part of city, county budget considerations

higher than at this point last year.
Midland on Saturday had an average

regular gasoline price of about $3.13 per
gallon — a jump from the average of $2.16

one year ago and the highest out of all
metropolitan averages recorded in the state,

“Being able 1o buy directly from the
distnbutors, we get a slightly better rate,
she sad.

The city has 755 vehicles, including those
that use diesel, off-road diesel and unleaded
fuel, according to Ladd. She said via emaul
that annual usage 1s 840,000 galions and

that the pnices the city pays are generally

ways to budget estimates for the vehicles

they operate

City vehicles are used for vanous pur-
poses, including police patrol, fire response,
waste management and code enforcement.
The city purchases gasoline for its three
fucling stations, according to spokeswoman
Elana Ladd.

By Simone Jasper

sjasperidumri com

As gasolme prices in Midland top those m
other metropolitan areas, local government
entities arc among those noticing higher
costs compared to last year The city of

Midland and Midland County have devised Please see FUEL/SA
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Library
director to
make bid for

MISD school
board

By Stewart Doreen
sdoreent@mrt com

The man who led the tumaround of the
Midiand County Public Library system
has announced his can-
didacy for Midland ISD
school board.

John Trischitti 111, the
dmwnflm for
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A biiboard s shown Friday on the 1500 block of Rankin Highway encouraging Rep Mike Conawey 10 support a8 bifl

Lobbyists target Conaway with local billboard

Early College High

School, Goddard Junior High, San Ja-
cinto Jumor High, Emerson Elementary
and Santa Rita Elementary. Some prom:-
nent areas/deve mnclude Midland
College, Racquet Club, the heavy growth
arca cast and west of State Highway 191,
north of Loop 250 and Saddie Club and
the Midland Polo Fields. Karen Nichol-
son was the previous representative of
that district. She resigned her seat earlier
this year

B Physicians” group challenges
head of House Committee on
Agriculture to support SNAP
Healthy Incentives Act

By Trevor Hawes
thawesi@ mrt.com

A Washington, D.C -based doctors’
lobby group wants people on govern-
ment assistance 10 have healthier diets,
and it’s targeting the head of the House
Committee on Agriculture in his
hometown.

U.S. Rep. Mike Conaway is the
subject of a billboard in south Midland
that challenges him to support the SNAP
Healthy Incentives Act. The bill aims 1o
amend the farm bill 10 add a financial

Micro Mic

Chip & on 10 the clothing of the person
you want (o talk 10 and enjoy

the conversation

incentives program for Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program recipients

10 purchase fruits and vegetables, ac-

(‘wuchnnmwfﬂnﬂmq
commitice. SNAP, formerly known as
food stamps, helps low- and no-income
people purchase food. It is pan of the
larger farm bill. On June 21, Conaway’s
farm bill narrowly passed the House
213-211, with all 191 Democrats voting
no. The Senate passed the bill 86-11
with several changes June 28, and both
houses are heading into conference to

One major issue that Democrats
oppose is the House's proposed work
requirements for SNAP recipients.

Tl prm

Peopie 18 10 59 who are able to work
must work at least 20 hours per week or
participsic in a training program, with
certain exclusions. In its press release,
the Physicians Commitiee urges Con-
away and other lawmakers to insticad
consider a financial incentives bill 1o get
SNAP recipients to eat healthier foods.
The sparsely worded billboard, which
went up Thursday at 1503 Rankin High-
way, addresses Conaway and encourages
him to support HR 4855, the SNAP
Hedthylmwum A half-page
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US expected to become world’s top oil producer next year

By David Koenig

Associated Press

The US. has nosed ahead of Saudi Arabia
and is on pace to surpass Russia to become
the world’s biggest o1l producer for the first
time 1n more than four decades

The latest forecast from the U S. Energy
Information Administration predicts that
U.S. output will grow next vear to | 1.8 mul-
lion barrels a day

“If the forecast holds, that would make the
U.S. the world's leading producer of crude.”
says Linda Capuano, who heads the agency,
a pan of the Energy Department

Saudi Arabia and Russia could upend
that forecast by boosting their own produc-
tion. In the face of nsing global o1l prices,
members of the OPEC cantel and a few
non-members including Russia agreed last
month to ease production caps that had
contributed to the run-up in pnces.

President Donald Trump has urged the
Saudis to pump more 01l to contain nNSNg
prices. He tweeted on June 30 that King
Salman agreed to boost production “maybe
up to 2,000,000 barrels.”” The White House
later clanified that the king sawd his country
has a reserve of 2 million barrels a day that
could be tapped “if and when necessary”

The idea that the U S. could ever agan
become the world's top o1l producer once
seemed preposterous

“A decade ago, the only question was how
fast would U S. production go down,” saxd
Daniel Yergin, author of several books about
the oil industry including a history, “The
Prize.” The rebound of U S. output “has
made a huge difference. If this had not hap-

US on pace to become world's biggest oil producer

Millions of barrels of crude oil produced per day
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in Amencan however,
led by techniques including hydraulic frac-
turing, or fracking, and horizontal dnlhng.

Those innovations — and the breakup of
the Soviet Union — helped the U.S. narrow
the gap. Last year, Russia ed more
than 10.3 million barrels a day, Saudi Arabia
pumped just under 10 million, and the U S.
came In undler‘hi million barrels a day, ac-
cording to U.S. government figures.

The U.S. has been pumping more than
10 milhon barrels a day on average since
February, and probably pumped about 10.9
million barrels a day in June, up from 10.8
million in May, the energy agency said
Tuesday in its latest short-term outlook.

According to the Energy Department, the
U S. edged ahead of Saudi Arabia in Febru-
ary and stayed there in March; both trailed
Russia.

Capuano’s agency forecast that U.S. crude

will 10.8 million barrels a
day for all of 2018 and 1 1.8 million barrels
a day in 2019. The current U S, record for a
full year is 9.6 million barrels a day in 1970.

The trend of nsing U_S. output prompted
Fatih Birol, executive director of the Intema-
tional Energy Agency, to predict this spning
that the U.S. would leapfrog Russia and
become the world's largest producer by next
year — 1f not sooner.

One potential obstacle for U.S. dnillers is
a bottleneck of pipeline capacity to ship oil
from the Permian Basin of Texas and New
Mexico to ports and refinenes.

“They are growing the production but
thcvcmwuumnfﬂwmfﬁtm@
because of pipeline constraints,” said Jim
Rittersbusch, a consultant to oil traders.

Some analysts believe that Permian pro-

Soviet Union surpassed Amierica in 1974,
and Sauch Araia did the same in 1976, ac-

The United States led the world in oil pro-  cording to Energy Department figures
duction for much of the 20th century, but the By the end of the 1970s the USSR was

No corner of Texas untouched as Trump’s
tariffs set off trade war with China

producing one-third more oil than the US|
by the end of the 1980s, Soviet output was
nearly double that of the U S.

The last decade or so has seen a revolution

pened. we would have had a severe shortage
of world o1l.” he saud.

duction could decline, or at lcast grow more
slowly, in 2019 or 2020 as energy compa-
mies move from their best acreage to more
marginal areas.

Can Texas stop Trump
from playing with tariffs?
There’ll be a price to pay

By Tom Benning
The Dallas Mornming New's

South Texas farmer Bobby Nedbalek
figures Amenca’s growing trade con-
flict 1s the ultimate poker game

And while he makes clear he hikes
the dealer in chief — explaining that
he's glad President Donald Trump “is
there in the game forus™ - he can't
help but look with trepadation at hus
latest hand in the wake of extraordinary
antes made Friday by the US. and

economic pain. The state’s vast busi-
ness community, from corporate titans
to family-owned outfits, has hikewise
launched frantic lobbying efforts 1o
sway the White House

Thewr worry 1sn't so much that
Trump 1s taking on China.

The economic behemoth has indeed
flooded the global market with excess
steel. That’s the impetus for the metal
tanffs. It also has no doubt flouted con-
ventions related to intellectual property
nghts and other trade practices. That's
the rationale for the latest trade move.

sorghum, soybeans and wheat by ras-
ing the prices on those goods m China.
That ends up reducing demand, drnving
down commodity pnces and leaving
Amenican farmers effectively holding
the il

“It’s happening already,” said Russell
Boening, president of the Texas Farm
Burcau. “The pnices reacted nght away
Whmtlttltutsmbtitgkibed
back and forth.”

Many Texas farmers are trymg to

stay optimistic, especially since Trump

By Mitchell
Schnurman
The Dallas Morning News

The busincss resistance s
stnking out with Presadent
Donald Trump.

of the Trump

trade tanffs launched a pub-
campaign. enlisted over
100 Repubhican members of

While NAFTA s top-
of-rmind for many Texas
stakcholders, Trump s at the
cenicr of so many controver-
sics that it's hard to focus.

“It’s onc thang afler an-
other.” Camacho saxd. “Busi-
nesses are trymg o figure out
which fights to stcp nto first
and where to put all thewr

Trump's tanffs have
heighiened concems that
NAFTA could be m trouble
soon. in May, the Dallas
chamber sent a letier 1o em-
phasizc its importance.

“Texas trade with NAFTA
countrics far outweighs trade
between Texas and any other
country, nclading Chmna,
South Korca, and others.”
the letier to US. Rep. Sam
Johnson saxd.

To mfluence the presadent.
the state will have 10 show
how changes in trade policy

arc reverberating, saad Jeff
, CEO of the Texas

has promised to protect a community
he talks about with near-reverence.
Wade Cowan 1s an cighth-generation
Texas farmer who now has three crops
lm}k avosding
outside s the
“doom and gloom" for now. That's in | et teger ot o8 3¢
part because his sales season 1sn’t until As the tarifhs
“if" — “this could affect things pretty Mexi Canada
dramatically,” he said o and .
- moves

In some ways, the fact that China’s m}ﬁn:d“::;fm
new tanfT on that crop 1s just 25 percent This represcnts a novel
ﬂlfﬂﬂ.hﬂﬂ.mﬁhﬂt?ﬂ. mhw
Beijing imposed and then eventually re- because past GOP lead-
moved a cnippling | 78 percent levy on | o0y were strong supporters
the product, which 1s popular i China of free trade. But Trump
as amimal feed campargned on ending what
“That made us focl real special, he ofien called bad trade
deals, and he scems dug in
on using tanffs to force new

China

Among the ducling tanffs imposed
nnncmabnmdiﬁﬂblllmmgmdsw
retahiation that Beijing aimed at cotton
and grain sorghum - cash crops for
chnlekuﬂnwlyultrﬁmfum—
ers. “1 don"t think there has ever been a
time when there 1s so much money on
the line.” said the 77-year-old. who sces
necarly all the harvest from hus 6,000-
acre operation exported to China.
Texas 1s now all-in on the president s
trade war — whether the state hkes it
or nol

Trump's protectionist agenda has
entangled the state’s trade-heavy
cCoNoOmy on a scale, with
each escalation stoking fears from
Trmhumuﬂpolﬂullud:nt}ut
such a skirmsh will nsk jobs, curtail
INvestment, INCTEase CONSWIMET Prices

and destroy exporn markets.
The tit-for-tat exchange Fnday

MMIWH:IEW

JON PoiInt.
Payback from China and other coun-
tnes for Trump's trade actions now cov-

Congress and signed up over
100 trade groups 1o put the
pressure on. Yet the pressdent
still moved forwand on stcel

and alummum tanffs, and

“He's doing some things that haven 1
been done in the past — that were
maybe a little bit overdue,” saxd Ned-
balck, the South Texas farmer.

But Trump's approach is another
slory.

FRIEND OR FOE DOESN'T MATTER

He has not di between
Amenica’s fnends and foes i the fight.
He's barreled ahead in a manner that's
confused markets and forced lawmak -
ers like Texas Sen. John Cormyn 1o
wonder, “How does this end”” Trump
has lanced with tanffs U S. industnes
that employ, n Texas and beyond,
millions more workers than sectors his
trade actions are meant (o prop up.

“An escalating trade war will result
in a disruption 1o the market that will
just have s impeact across the
board.” Todd Staples, pressdent
of the Texas il and Gas Assocaation
md:&umrrﬂﬂ:qtdlnm

mmmwrn&y So what can

ers billions of dollars in Texas exports.,
to data collected by the US.
Census Burcau. That hit, focused on
the ag and energy industnes, appears 10
ummm s being felt in any

between the U.S. and Chna
those dynamics, starting with the levies
Trump imposed on $34 billion worth of

cxpenses. | _

of Texas has wrecked this year's yeld
— *“the worst time in the world 10 have
2 bad crop,” he sand.

vuinerable,” Nedbalek

Chinese .
'Ihe\\mimhnmdmmﬂ
list was desi lnlmil.m'ln

Amencan CONSumers most
afier receiving public feedback, remov-
yhﬂmﬂlmw;-ﬂ

Muﬁmhmnwy
taxes paid by someone i the U S.

That fundamental truth has come
through on Trump's steel and alums-
num tarffs, where companies in Texas
and across the U S. have made thou-
sands of yet-10-be-resolved requests
for product-specific exclusions. These
latest levies are no different.

other U S. state. peher b,
Texas has likewise borne the brunt
of Trump's steel and aluminum tanfls.
The state would also feel a keen impact
if the U_S. ends up imposing levies
mwmwlfﬂmm
through on a pledge 1o slap duties on
crude oil, petrochemicals and other

No comer of the Texas economy is

hikely 1o go untouched.

" said Jeff Schott, a
senur fellow at the
Peterson Instiute for International Eco-
nomics. “In the a big trade dispute
was a bilhon . This is orders of
magnitude bigger.”

No sumrse

driven the taniffs, will
make ot hard for the numbers
1o work.” From farm to factory — and

in between — the ques- {
tion has now become how long will
Trump's trade tiff last. Especally when
it comes to China.

saxd Priscilla Camacho, se-
nior vice presadent of
policy for the Dallas Re-
ﬂldm."\hrhutln
be forccful on the issucs.”
That's largely meant send-
qlmmlnw
together lawmak -
mil | and Aus-
tin 10 make the Texas casc.

MORE TARIFFS THREATENED

Beijing on Friday blamed the U S. The Texas Association of
ﬁrlﬁiﬂnlTilﬂh::::::1;::::;l Busincss has asked the state
economic history mhhw' de-
tariffs, while China already 0 | sothey can be shared with
be exacting indirect forms of revenge. | the Trump administration.
be thet the U.S. imports many more poricr and onc of the most
Chinese goods than vice versa w“.ﬂlu:ﬂ

“There are limitations 10 what China cffocts if the tanffs
China has a lot more 1o lose,” said m”hm”
MM*HEMIG and washing machmes o

and a sup- steel and alumanum to posss-

bly imporicd sutos. Retaha-
\ory moves cover dozens of

m-ll'h--'a
ﬁum
cotion and fans
Tnuhﬂ?hﬁnn

WYLIE COMPANY HURT

Take Sanden Interna-
mﬂm-mdmum

M

i e oy

wﬂmﬂlﬂiml
Mhmﬁiﬂ_ﬂh
lay off 39 workers.
The tariffs that went into effect Fn-
day nevertheless inchuded those three
ﬂnﬁ:lh
Mh-em-m
trade Sanden and

That such a Rubscon has been
crossed is really no surprise.

Trump has railed aganst Amenca’s
treatment on the mtermational stage
from his earliest days on the White
House campaign trail. He's pressed a
need 1o protect American workers at
all costs, parts when it comes
1o jobs n the Rust Belt.
1o uptum the trade status quo are work-

mﬁMdh‘l‘m
First” vision point owt, for instance, that
UsS have announced new
mmhuﬂuﬂuﬁhﬂ
JSW USA say-
v month that it plans 1o hire
Wuimnm

10 make great desls.”
al

D e s

We are the hank everybody

“
M‘W*#hﬁcﬂ-
ors of concern g from Texas.

Politscians from Gov. Ab-
bott on down  both
and Democrat - - have warned shout

""H

other businesses. saxd she was unable
to provide an on Sanden's next
move. But she also lasd bare the fact

that many Texas companies, because of
one trade move or another, are now in 8

e o

current admemstration would

hﬂywi‘ﬁhn“

d“&h-ﬁ“ she
'Adﬁ‘u-“eqﬁ

“ Lm-mu

-utd’l.l.l goods, meanwhale,
h hul-ldltl
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WORD OF THE DAY
brought 1o you daiy by
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lambaste
lam-BAYST]

verb
1: to assault violently :
beat, whip
2: 1o attack verbally
censure
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TODAYINMIDLAND

Summer
education

B Wonder Girls 2018 STEM Em-
powerment Summer Camp bx gris
age 914 Led by the Crisis Center of
West Texas Meals prowded. 8 am -5
p.m. Monday-Fnday, Odessa College.
201 W University Bivd. $200. cowtx

Imaﬁ Art Classes:

Drawng and prnting for ages 6 1o 16.
9 am -5 pm. Monday- Thursday, Art
Smart Studio, 2517 Neely Ave $175
438-0848

B Summer Kids Art Camp: Art
History Week For ages 4-13. 10
am -2 pm Monday- Thursday Kidd's
and Carwvas Parbies, 3300 N. Mickilt
Road. $45 per day. $150 all lowr days.
lnodsart com

B July Camp Write-in for leens.

7-18. 5mpmmmm
ity Christian Center, 1305 E llinos
B Learrang Across New Dwmen-
sions n Scence (LANDS) Workshop
or educators. Sibley Nature Center
and the Patroleum Museum will offer
undergarten through eghth-grade
educators an interactve nalure-
based cumculum 9am -3 pm
Thursday. Sibley Nature Center, 1307
E Wadley Ave sibleynaturecenter org

Things to de

Today

B Bndge game play. 130 pm.,
Alison Bridge Center. 913 W Wadley
Ave. $6 For more nformation cal
682-8595

@ Famwly Nite roiler skating. 25
pm and 7-9 pm, KC's Nuty Roller.
1004 Andrews Highway Kcsnut-
tyroller com.

8 Happy Hamsirngs. 3 15 pm
Lacy J Pilates and Fiiness Studio.
3211 W Wadiey Ave $5 lacypilates
com.

B Bingo Neght hosted by Amen-
can Legion Auxikary, 4 pm.. 501
Veterans Arpark Lane 682-5511

8 The 35th annual Family Fiesta
noon-11 pm San Migue! Arcangel
Catholic Church, 1100 Camp St

B Summer Sunday Lawn Concent
Marta Lake Social Club The theme
s Pet Noght. 7-30 pm.. Museum of

Instaliation of higher-visibility traffic signals is among the improvements underway at West llinois
Avenue and C Street in front of Midiand High School. The project includes extending the curb fur-
ther into the street to shorten the distance of the crosswalks and adding ADA-compliant ramps to

the curb, according to city spokeswoman Elana Ladd. This work is being completed as part of the
road bond project and is expected to be complete before the new school year begins, she said.

the Southwest. 1705 W Missoun Ave
Free museumsw org.

Tuesday
Brown Bag Lunch and Film Senes.
“Petroleum Refirung n Nontechncal
Language™ 11.30 am.  Petroleum
Museum. 1500 interstale 20 W Free
Thursday
B Weathes Salety Class with Mark
Strobm from the Natonal Wealther
Service will cover tornadoes floodng
and other dangerous weather. 530
p.m. Midiand County Publc Library
Certenrual branch. 2503 W Loop 250

N Free

@ Enc Johnson: An Evening of
Acoustic Gultar and Piano. 8 pm
Rea-Greathouse Hall 1J10N
Farm-to-Market Road 1788 $49 50

com
F riday

B Movie n he Park “Star Wars
The Last Jed" 845 pm (cusk), CJ
Kally Park. 5500 League Drive Free
mdlantexas Qov

B St An's Pargh Pool Party
Mmnors must be accomparsed by an
adult. 7-9 pm  Doug Russell Aquaihc

Center. 9300 N. Midiand Drve

Saturday

Cinema Under the Stars. "Back 1o
the Future | Il 1IF noon. 330 pm., 7
pm  Wagner Noel Perorming Arts
Center. 1310 N. Farm-io-Market Road
1788 Free. wagnemoel com

Saturday and July 22

2018 Biee MS_ Cactus & Crude
Ride s a nde from NMadland 10 Lub-
bock 10 rasse money and awaraness
for multiple scieross For more
niormaton or 10 partcipate, call 855
372-1331 or visit bikeMS org.

Mostings this week

B Ptanning and Zoning Com-
mission. 330 pm Monday Cly
Council Chambers, City Hall, 300 N
Lorame Ave

B WSD. 530 pm Monday
Bowe Fne Arts Acadery, 805 Ek

@ Midiand College ¢pm
Tuesday Gdson Board Room

Lottery

Pick I moming: 357
Pick Jday 029

Lofio Texas: 14-21-31-36-44
Posrbell: 22-41-42-49-67

Lo T 1
.

Forecast for Sunday, July 15, 2018

BB: 11 Power Play: 3

Al or Nothing moming 34
57891017 21-2-23 M4

Al or Nothing day: 1-78-9
1113 14-16-17-18-10-21

Al o Nothing evening: 2 4.5
7-812-44.15-16-21-22-23

Al or Nothing night: 1-2-3-5-
7-9-1516-18-1920-21

Pick J evening 458
Pick 3 night: 4-8-1
Dafly 4 moming: 4 7.7-3
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Nete: Bigar s Stars is based
on the degree of yowr sun of
birth The sign name is simply
a label s put on a
set of degrees for comvermience
For best reswits. readers showld
refer 1o the dates following each
sign.

A baby bomn oday has a Sun
m Cancer and 2 Moon m Leo

ACQUE

The stars show the kind of day vou Il have: 5-dynamic. 4-positive. 3-average, 2-so-so. | -diffscwit

R t® You could be
draggmg and somewhat ured If
you really are mn such a mood,
conmder curlng up with a good
novel. or decide to waich »
mon e that love. Take some

CANCER (June 21-July 22)

w AR &% You have a hgh

very nat
for 3 walk. of noed
Get s nght '«

- noed 10

BIGAR

Not to be found. This Week:

Use Monday and Tucsday for
rescarch and guect work

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Neow,
1)
® & &% You mght have
been coerced into playng a
rolc in a cortam arca
your life. Focus on the socual

anlmmhnu
goal

SAGITTARIUS (Nev. 22-
Dec. 11)

i & A surpnsc visdt from
a fnend or scquamtance might
catch you off guard Embrace
the spontancity. and choosc 10
go with the low Be prepared
to hear an unususal request

Be good-natured. and fol-

Y IAK

low through appropriatcly
Tenight: Have danncr with an

mght want 1o shake off somc
responsibilaty

CAPRICORN (Dec. 12-
Jan. 19)

Rhdtd® Reachout 02
loved one ot a distance. You

uﬂh-puﬂbyﬂ"-
_1 ou might not

mﬂnﬂ-ﬁ
mn“lﬂyﬂﬁu
could be flaticred Remember,
you arc m command of your
actions and words. Tonlght:
Waich a favorite TV senies.
This Week: You will climb
over any obstacles

mmmuu-.m
#&#*# You could be very
busy. but keep in mend that you
have made 8 commutment 10 3
fnend that noeds 10 be handied
You will surpnise others with

how casily you deal with this
situation. Thank senously abowt
the imphcations of saymng “yes™
10 a fnend Tonight: Owt and
about. This Week: Others go
out of thew way for you through
Tucsday

PISCES (Feb. 19%-March
m

f & a % You siep out the
door and find srmies grecting
you lefl and right. You might be
meetng fnends for brunch or

g«l-b-m

tive of you and your habs
Cﬂ'—:hwd’hﬁy
by jormng fnends for some
fun. Tomight: All smiles. This
Week: Say “yes™ 1o someone
clse’s offer

BORN TODAY
Busincsswoman Arnanna
Huffington ( 1 950), sunger | inda
Ronstadt ( 1946), actress Bni-

gie Noclsen (1963)

UGLY TREE?

GET IT REMOVED
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The Safety in Mind event was sponsored by WesTex Urgent Care on Saturday at CJ Kelly Park. The event featured free bike helmets,
safety tips from city officials. food and refreshments.
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with students who use the
library gives him a umque
perspective about the
educational needs of the
community.

He said facilities will be
a pnionty for the growing
school distnict. He sand
he appreciates district
leadership being “proac-
tive” in dealing with the
issues such as growth and
Midland’s older campuses.
He specifically cited the
current facilities study.

Trischitti came to Mid-

land in 2011 as the director

of the Midland County
Public Libranes. He s a
Lubbock native and gradu-
ate from Coronado High
School. He then earned

a bachelor’s degree from
Wayland Baptist Univer-
sity in Plamview and a
Master's of Library Sci-

ence from the University of

North Texas in Denton.
Trischitti began his
career in hbranes as a
children’s hibranian and an
assistant hbrary director
in the Dallas area before

FueL

From IA

according 10 AAA.

Though the city and coun-

ty governments may not
obtain gasoline n the same

manner as other residents,
officials stilll consider cur-
rent prices. With the budget
season underway, they have
| to calculate the
amount of money needed to
keep vehicles running.
“The way we budget for

fuel s we look at an average

of the pnice for six months
of gasoline and we take
that ... to kind of budget
forward,” Ladd saxd.

For the county govern-
ment, budgets have histon-
cally mchaded a lme ntem
related to fuel contingency.
When estimating fuel costs,
the county consaders price
for bulk fuel as well as the
mileage on its vehicles,
according 1o County Judge
Mike Bradford

“Fuel prices affect you

mmmmmm

ally.” Bradford saxd “lt’s
mw:uulhofmﬂm
and a lot of deesel ™

FromiA =
veggies, beans, and grains
instead of soda, chaps,
meat, cheese, and energy
drinks " The same ad ran
in Roll Call, a publica-
tion that focuses on D.C.
politics

The bill was introduced

of a pilot program 1o m-

centivize SNAP recipients

to purchase healthier food.
“From 2011 10 2013,

the U.S. Department of
Agniculture (USDA)'s

l'ood and NI.I‘II'IIIBII Service

becoming Director for
MCPL. He also has served
on boards of local and
state nonprofits, includ-
ing Midland Need 1o Read
and the Salvation Army
and currently serves on the
Midland Airport board. He
also serves on the Texas
State Library and Archives
Commission Library Sys-
tems Act Board. Trischitts
is a frequent speaker
and program presenter,
including a TED Talk on
children’s literature and
literacy. He was named
Texas Library Associa-
tion's Libranan of the Year
in 2014, received the 2018
TLA Branding Iron and is
a Texas PTA Life member.
Trischitti and his wafe,
Diana, have five children,
all MISD students, and are
active members of Golf
Course Road Church of
Chnist.

“I am excited about the
future of MISD and want
to be a part of this next
evolution for public educa-
tion i this community,”
he sawd.

County commissioners on
Monday approved using the
fuel contingency account
and agreed to provide the
Midland County Shenfl’s
Office with $48 400 for fucl
through the end of this fiscal
year. The additional money
will be used in the divisions
of civil warrants and mental
health, cniminal investiga-
tion, detention and commu-
nity work.

Shenff Gary Painter
hopes the additional funds
will be enough to fuel the
vehicles in s department.
He said he had accounted
for potential prnice fluctua-
tions but that some funds
were cut.

“We had a (request) in
there that we thought would
make it through the whole
year, anticipating a 10 per-
cent increase in the pnice,
Pamter saxd.

In addition to law
enforcement vehicles, the
county has some that are
used for

release. “A plant-based
diet with plenty of fruits,
veggics, beans, and whole
grains can prevent or
reverse diabetes, heart dis-
case, high blood pressure,
lndohesiw,mi':why
enabling economically dis-
advantaged people 1o buy
more frusts and vegetables

IS SO important.”
Conaway offered the
Telep'mtheﬁol*
Iumngmumﬂnvhml
about the farm bill: “When
peupledtgruntlnmmf
Farm
Blllthcymllmltdnu
more o support nutritious
food for families on SNAP
than we have in any previ-
ous Farm Bill. We want all
families 1o have access 1o
the nutntious foods they

- _.h-..

AR, €
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MPD: Motorcyclist dies after accident

From staff reports

A motorcyclhist died Saturday after
being hit during an accident on Front
Street near Bankhead Highway.

Midland Police Department of-
ficials report that Alan Dale War-
ford. 61, was driving a black Harley

Davidson motorcycle east on Front
Street around | 1:35 a.m. when the
driver of a Ford F-150 Raptor, facing
westbound on Front, failed to yield
the right of way and struck the mo-
torcycle in the intersection.

MPD reports no charges have been
filed at this time and the nvestigation

IS ON-goIng.

The fatality was the third this
week and the 21st this year on roads
mside Midland County, according to
Reporter-Telegram reports. Last year,
there were 22 deaths in accidents on
Midland County roads through July
14.

Abbott and Valdez to debate amid Friday night lights

By Jonathan Tileve

Austin American-Statesman

There will be at least one debate
between Gov. Greg Abbott and his
Democratic rival, former Dallas
County Sheriff Lupe Valdez, to be
held in Austin, and broadcast state-
wide, at the end of September.

The Abbott campaign effectively
unveiled the debate plan Wednesday
when it announced it had accepted
an mvitation from Nexstar Media
Group to debate Valdez from 7 to
8 p.m. Sept. 28 at a location to be
determined.

Valdez offered her qualified ac-
ceptance, while noting its iming — a
Friday night duning high school foot-
ball season — in a tweet Wednesday
night: “Thanks @GregAbbott TX
for accepting a debate! We're in and
always happy to discuss our vision
for a Texas that works for all. We
haven't a 10 the terms yet
but senously, during Fnday Night

Lights? Texans deserve better. Call
me, maybe””

The debate will be carmed on the
12 TV stations Nexstar Media Group
owns and operates across Texas, in-
cluding KXAN in Austin and stations
in Dallas, Houston and San Antomio.

Rice University political scientist
Mark Jones said the Fnday mght tim-
ing of the debate does not matter 100
much because most Texans are not
going to watch a gubernatonal debate
regardiess of when it’s on. What
matters, he said, is the coverage of
the debate and if either candidate
performs exceptionally well or com-
mits some kind of defining gaffe.

Abbott, secking a second term,
is well ahead m the polls and has a
vastly better-funded campaign. Ab-
bott had $41 million in the bank as
of Feb. 25, his last report. Valdez had
$115.000 in her campaign account
as of May 12, her last report. New
reports are due July 16

Abbott is a practiced debater
Valdez is not, and during her primary

LEFT: wmmmmmnummh%

during the general

session at the Texas Democratic Convention on Friday in Fort

Richard W. Rodriguez/AP. RIGHT: Gov. Greg Abbott speaks during a news conference
nMWWWMmmzﬁnwm

Lopez/The

and runoff campaign she sometimes
stumbled in discussing issues.

In her one debate with Democratic
runoff nival, Andrew White, in May,
moderator Gromer Jeffers of The
Dallas Moming News asked Valdez
about “some of the criticism from
some newspapers and quste frankly
some Democrats that you're not as
sharp on issues as Andrew Whate.”

“Well, it’s not that 1'm not as sharp
because | am just as sharp,” Valdez
replied. “The problem may be that |
don’t talk newspaper language. | talk
people language.

Jones said front-runners typically
don’t participate in debates for fear
of making an error or giving their
rival a leg-up, but Abbott doesn’t fall
into that convention.

“The reahity in thas casc 1s that
Abbott both has such a large advan-
tage over Valdez in terms of polling
numbers but also, | think all observ-
ers would agree, that he is a far more
skilled debater and has a much firmer
grasp of policy,” Jones said. “He has
more to lose by being seen as duck-
ing a debate than by participating in

a debate ™

Abbott debated Democratic op-
ponent then-state Sen. Wendy Davis,
D-Fort Worth, twice during the 2014
campaign. They were vigorous af-
fairs but didn’t fundamentally alter
the race, which Abbott won by 20
points.

While Valdez might quibble over
the terms of the debate, Jones saxd
that she needs the debate more than
Abbott does and that his campaign
was smart 1o get out in front on the
debate on.

“A statewide debate that al-
lows voters to hear directly from
candidates on what they believe is
essential 1o the democratic process,
and Gov. Abbott looks forward to
this opportunity to share his vision
for the future of Texas,” said Ab-

apponem accepting this mvitation
10 discuss the critical issues on the

minds of Texans ™

Distributed by Tribune
Content Agency

—_— i

Crime of the week

mc:mwum-n.uoou-hm-dhmmm

to the arrest of person{s)
responsible for a theft in
Midland County.
Depubes met with the
complanant on June 21
at an oifeld lease road
on County Road 300. The
compianant stated a Riged
920 Groover was placed
n the bed of a company
ruck. The crews loft the
ares for a short ime and
when they returned, the
had been stolen
ftem s valued at more .‘
than $12.000.
i arvyone winessed
this incident or has any
information sbout  or the
suspects nvoived, call
694- TIPS or use mobile
app P3 TIPS Your informe-
Son is /mportant, and you will remain
Mﬂuw

Pavmn 1o demeedS & et T

B Oniine www
B Mobile spp on iPhone or Android phones

B Hotline: 694-TIPS or 1-800-7-LOCKUP
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because no caller 1D is ever used
our website st www muchand-

mmhﬁm—uhdhmdmm

miciandcrimesioppers.com
B Text: HW?#NWHZTW
0 www p3lips com
IMMWAWNHM#MM

BIG CITY RESULTS.

HOMETOWN
CONVENIENCE.

Enhance your natural beauty with a refreshed look from

Houston's former leading physician, Dr. Kevin Cook.
NOW, home in the Permian Basin!

NON-INVASIVE PROCEDURES

» Skin Rejuvenation

» Body Contouring
» Skin Care

SURGICAL PROCEDURES
« Eye, Brow, Face, & Neck LIt  + Mommy Makeover

« Breast Augmentation,
Lifts and Reduction

+ Breast Reconstruction
» Facial Reconstruction

 Tummy Tuck
» Ear Surgery
« Skin Cancer Surgery

Your beautiful tomorrow can start today -
call to set up your consultation!

» Post Weight Loss Surgery

N

@ Warted as of
7-12-2018

B $500 Cash Reward 10 the first
person who calls Midiand Cnme
Stoppers this week with informaton
that isads 10 thes fugitive s arrest

B Cal 894-TIPS or
1-800-7-LOCKUP, oniine st midiand-
crimestoppers com or text TIP247
plus your message o 274837

@ Mobile App P3 TIPS or go o
www pItips_com

W Ax atwarys you will remaen

SNOrYMOouUs
@ NEVER sttempt 10 apprehend
this subject yoursell
Subject may be armed or
dangerous

\ \|)
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What happens when the coal economy dies?
Here's the story of one Texas town on life support

By JefT Mosier
The Dallas Morming News

ROCKDALE — Davud
Montelongo i1sn 't used to
being alone.

He's spent hus 60 years
in the Central Texas town
of Rockdale, surrounded
by family and working the
last 39 years in the local
coal mine. He has a wife,
three grown children, eight
grandchildren and many
other relatives in this town
of 5,600.

Now, his days are lived
on the road and at a West
Texas ol held, where he s a
SUPCTVISOT.

“All 1 do 1s go home, sit
in an apartment and wait for
the moming 1o come,” Mon-
ielongo sad.

His time 1n an overpriced
one-bedroom Odessa apart-
ment is mostly quiet as
he counts the weeks untl
he can vist his family in
Rockdale and the years until
retirement.

The closing of the coal-
fired Sandow power plant
and the mine that fed ot -
widely seen by outsiders
as another gasp of a dying
industry — forced Monte-
longo to find work six hours
away from his famuly.

Sandow owner Luminant,
the state’s largest electric-
ity generator, sad last
October it was closing three
coal-fired power plants in
Texas because they weren't
profitable, thanks to cheap
natural gas and plentiful
wind energy.

Depending on whom you
ask, the coal plam clo-

Surc was seen as a victory
for clean ar, a rebuke of
President Donald Trump's
pro-coal agenda or a blow
to a durable blue-collar
economy.

Milam County residents
reacted with a mixture of
dread and rehief. It could be
a burden or an opportunity.
Left behind 1s a one-of-
a-kind industrial site that
could anchor the county’s
future economy. But, there
are no guaraniees.

Sandow 's closing in Janu-
ary ended the arca’s 65-year
industrial golden age and
sent local leaders in the
county of 25,000 scram-
bling as tax revenue started
to plummet.
in the Rockdale ISD,
Lummant property ac-
counted for more than 40
percent of the distnict’s tax
base. In 2017, the company
paid at least $4.1 mullion
In property taxes to the
school distnct, according 10
that's expected to shrink 10
$614,000.

Luminant properties that
were on the Milam County
tax rolls for nearly $632
mallion in 201 | are now
listed at about $47 million
In just the past year, that
property value has declined
by 8S percent.
pact, though, was the loss of
gﬁ i, or nearfy a tenth

mlhem according to

-
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Joe S. Lee/Dalias Morning News/TNS

A sign is shown June 14 at the former coal-fired Sandow power plant near Rockdale. The electric
generabting power plant owned by a subsidiary of Luminant was shutl down this year.

The Prtsburgh-based
company dominated the
Rockdale area for more than
a half-century. Genera-
tions of fathers and sons,
uncles and nephews worked
together at the alumimum
smelter, the power plant or
the coal mine

Scott Randall, 64, who
ducnhcs himself as an

lucrative jobs without leav-
ing their hometown.

On-the-job techm-
cal traming and a strong
umon allowed them to nise
through the ranks.

Randall attended college
i Flonda and East Texas
but didn 't have a clear direc-
ton. Then, his father told
him Alcoa was opening a
new production line and to
get back to Rockdale as fast
as possible.

“We dvdn 't know how
hucky we were,” saud
Randall.

With hard work and
enough overtime, he
said, workers could make
$100,000 a year, buy houses

As Randall walked down
the driveway at his parent’s
home, he looked up and
down the winding, tree-
lined street and saw at least
or indirectly with Alcoa
salanes.

“That’s an Alcoan. That's
Alcoan,” he said, pointing
from house 10 house. “They
did a lot for us.”

Local leaders just wish

"ltwulylnhlhlml
support the county mstead

In 2017, Sandow's long-
term contract to supply
power — which continued
after Alcoa’s closing — was
finally terminated, leaving
the plant to the whims of
Texas' competitive elec-
tincity market, where pnce
rules.

Barchenger was out of
work agai

.. Sometimes you don'!
realize how blessed you are
until it’s
one thing that |'ve realized,
twice now.”

He counts himself among
the fortunate, though. He
now has a good job at
Austin’s Samsung semicon-
ductor plant and commutes
from his home

Montelongo,
Barchenger's old supervisor,
lefl thewr famibies behind
to live m travel trailers or
apartments far away from
Rockdale.

Local officials, just hike
the former Lummant and

agam |
“It"s almost like a divorce.

gone,” he saad. “lt’s

promoted hentage tounsm
and launched an 1

bid for the $5 bilhon Ama-
zon HQ2 project. They 've
worked on infrastructure
in downtown Rockdale
and talked about creating a
small busmess incubator.

Also, outside the county
seat of Cameron, the n-
creasingly popular 44 Farms

is thriving. That [109-year-
old family-owned ranch
is supplying Black Angus
beef 10 high-end steakhouse
as well as more affordable
restaurants.

The ranch’s pressdent
and CEO, Bob McClaren,
was the former president of
the Houston Astros when
the tcam was owned by
Cameron natrve and bal-
honaire Drayton MclLane.
That gives the county a par
of wealthy and prominent
benefactors.

And a real estate agent
who specializes in selling
massive Texas ranches
such as the W.T. Waggoner
Ranch that was once on the
market for $725 mmlhon
— 15 shopping the nearly
32.,000-acres that formerly
housed the coal mine and
alummum smehier. Bernard
Uechtnitz, founder of Icon
Global, has had the Sandow
Lakes Ranch site up for sale
since 2016 with a $250 mal-
hon price tag.

The smaller power plant
site next door isn’'t on the

market
lnnﬂ’:ﬁthhuyﬁn
first new busincss at that
mmﬂlhm&n
summer, although past proy-
ects at the Sandow Lakes

Ranch property fell through
AMAZON BID

What's icft at the old Lu-
minant site now are locked
doors, chamed fences, a2

maze of empty conveyor
beilts and the hum of

transformers.

it's a far cry from down-
town Seattle and pretty
much any bid site for Ama-
zon's HQ 2.

Dr. John Weed, president
of the Rockdale Economic
Development Distnct, saud
the reaction to Milam Coun-

at least a | milhon residents
and access 10 mass transit
and major highways.

Sull, county officials
hked the idea of HQ2
ultimately creating about
50,000 yobs — or double
Milam County s population.

“It gave everyone a real
sense of hope, even though
it was long shot,” Weed
sad.

Milam County officials
haven’t been notified that
they were excluded. But
they weren't on the list of
finahsts, which includes the
Dallas-Fort Worth area.

Known as the Blue Sky
bid, its name was a nod to
the natural beauty of the
sitc as well as the county's
improved ar quality. For
decades, Milam County was
a major source of industnal

poliution despite 1t shm

miles. “It’s business under a
brilliant blue sky.”

The site 1s an unusual
one. About 8,000 of the
32,000 acres are industnal
land with a radl spur and
heavy duty infrastructure.

The remaming property
is pasture land dotied with
14 lakes, some plunging as
deep as 300 feet. There are
full mineral nghts, 200 mal-
hon tons of coal still under
pw\d,mnghummll

day and
mﬂlﬁﬂlnmmu
tail deer and two nesting

mofhlﬂﬂdes
Berming on AusTIN

The other reason for hope
in Milam County is that —
unlike other strugglng rural
area — it"s not remote. The
county 1s about halfway
between Austin and Bryan-
College Station.

Local officials noted in
thewr Amazon bid that the
old Alcoa site 1s within an
howur of about 2.5 milhon
people and two tier one
rescarch unsversitics, the

of Texas and

Unrversity
Texas A&M University.

“We love our new home at Village South.

It's spacious and the lighting and storage

is exceptional. We've told our friends

to, ‘Come on out!.... the transition from

our old home to here was so much Viaa

easier than we anticipated.”

To the cast, Union
Pacific Railroad announced
in January it was starting
construction on a $550 mil-
lion rail yard n Robertson
County, m a rural area close
to Bryan-College Station.

Austin, however, could be
the deciding factor in Milam
County's fate. At the Texas
capital grows and becomes
an increasingly expensive
place to live, its sprawl 1s
creeping toward Milam
County.

Rockdale is about an hour
from Austin (depending on
traffic) and less than that to
the suburbs of Round Rock,
Georgetown and
Pllugervilie.

Even with confidence
in the county's path, local
leaders also realize that

they 'l be squeezed until
their new future amves.

Monzingo, the Rockdale
ISD | savd
Lummant challenged the
power plant’s property
valuation m court i recent
years and didn’t have to pay
its taxes while the case was
Ity

Mh:rlywuﬂlulf
without those taxes,
Monzingo estimated that
the school distnict was two
months away from bank-
rupicy before the case was
finally settied. Now, most of

sibility that thas 1s hfe
scveral years.

“Everyone in Rockdale

is going to be working out
ot'lmm. he said. “1 don™t
believe they are o
move out of -

Barchenger saxd these
changes were traumatic,
even though he landed bet-
ter than many.

“1 know that there are a
lot of good people out there
that are still struggling.” he
said.

s convinced
Ihtmldm
even with the White House
trymg to offer life support.
Now, it's up 10 his nei
10 rebound. And in that, he
has much more farth.

“They're tough. ... One
oo, They ve s
They're dedicated.
Most of them have strong
faith. They will survive™

Distribnsted by Tribune
Comtent Agency

Manor Park
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Schools that want to
arm their employees
have two choices

By Alex Samuels

Texas Tribvine

Following a deadly mass
shooting at Santa Fc High
School, Gov. Greg Abbott

rolled out a 40-page plan 10
kcep schools safe. Proposals
ranged from beefing up cx-
isting mental health screen-
INg programs 10 CNCoUraging
voluntary usc of gun locks
at home, but onc componcnt
scemed 1o divide lawmakers,
districts and Texas schools:
arming school cmploycecs.

If Texas schools want o
arm their staffs, they have
two options. Onc 1s the mar-
shal program, which Abbott
proposcd using state funds
1o help schools implement.
It allows local school boards
10 authonze cmployees to
carry a handgun on campus.,
but they must be specially
traincd and heensed by the
Texas Commssion on Law
Enforcement. Under the
program. armcd school per-
sonnel can’t canry fircarms
around students

The other option was
alrcady around when then-
Gov. Rick Perry signed the
marshal program into law
mn 2012 Created by Harrold
Independent School Dhstnct
Superintendent Dawvd
Thweatt in 2007, the Guard-
1an Plan allows local school
boards 10 determine traming
standards and authonze
specific cmployees 1o carry
on campus at all imes.

Here arc four things to
know about the two cxisting
plans that allow school dis-
tnicts to arm thewr cmployeces:

The marshal program
creales a new kind of peace
ofhcer

For distncts thal choose to
adopt the marshal program,
tcachers and other school
staff members who un-
dergo the required tramming
arc laught 10 act as armed
secunty officers — or peace
officers — m the absence of
law cnforcement

“The marshal program is
about creating an cntircly
new class of peace officers

certified and (Tcxas Com-
misson on Law Enforce-
ment) trained — who can
act n a moment of cnsis 1o
disablc and ncutrahize an ac-
tive shooter,” said state Rep.
Jasqp Villalba, the Dallas

who authored

the bill that created the Texas
school marshal program
Abbott wants to expand
“That’s why the program s
so starkly different than what
Mr. Thweatt calls the guard-
1an plan.”

The Guardian Plan, on the
other hand. lets school staff

marshal . Al lcast
172 Texas districts have
adopted the Guardian Plan
Traming and gun storage
roquircments vary |
Arguably onc of the big-
gest differences between the
two programs s diffcremt
requircments for tcachers or
other cmployecs who want
10 CaITy a gun.
Marshals have to receive
80 trasmning hours and kecp
thewr fircarms under lock and
key. The Guardian Plan, on
the other hand, lcts teachers
keep thewr fircarm with them

al all umes — as long as they
have a concealed handgun

license and go through 15 10
20 hours of trammg.

it’s worth noting that these
requirements could change,
however. Abbott previously
proposed strecambimng the
tramung course under the
marshal program — which
he called “burdensome™
and climmating the lockbox
roguircrnent.

Villalba was critical of Ab-
bott’s tweaks 1o the marshal
program, saymg that parents
might be upsct of icachers
didn "t have 1o lock up their
wcapons.

But scveral Texas Re-
publicans, including Jerry
Paticrson, Texas® former land
commissioncr who helped
get the stalc’s concealed
handgun law passed m 1995,
say the lockbox reguirement
does more harm than good.

“The lockbox requirement
1s sally. The gun needs 1o be
camed on the person and
accessibie immedaicly.” Pat-
terson saxd. “Not where you
have to run to the office. go
through a combmation and
then get the gun. If you carry
it all the ime, you won't lose
the weapon.™

Individuals schools and
distncts that adopt the
Guardian Plan arc also al-
lowed 1o choose thewr own
treimng rogquircments. At
Harrold ISD, for exampic,
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Detaining immigrant kids 1s
now a billion-dollar industry

By Martha Mendoza

and Larry Fenn
Associated Press

SAN ANTONIO — Detaming 1m-
migrant children has morphed into a

arg:rg mﬂtUS that now
| bilhon annuall a tenfold

mm:mﬂwmdccad:.m.&s-
sociated Press analysis finds.

Health and Human Services grants
for shehers, foster care and other child
welfare services for detained unaccom-
panied and separated children soared
from $74.5 mlhion in 2007 10 $958
milhon in 2017. The agency is also re-
viewing a new round of proposals amud
a growng effort by the White House
10 keep immugrant children in govern-
ment custody.

Currently, more than |1 800
children, from a few months old to
17, are housed in nearly 90 facilies
in 15 states — Anzona, California,
Connecticut, Flonda, [llinos, Kansas,
Maryland, Michigan, New Jersey, New
York, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Texas,
Virginia and Washington.

They are being held while thewr
parents await immigration proceedings
or, if the children armved unaccompa-

themselves.

In May, the agency 1ssued requests
for bads for five projects that could total
more than $500 milhion for beds, foster
and therapeutic care, and “secure care,”
which means employing guards. More
contracts are expected to come up for

bids in October.

HHS Kenneth Wolfe
said the agency will award bids “based
on the number of beds needed 10 pro-
vide appropriate care for minors in the
program.” =

The agency’s current facihiies
include locations for what the Trump
admmistration calls “tender age™ chul-
dren, typically under 5. Three shelters
in Texas have been designated for
toddlers and infants. Others — includ-
g m tents in Tormallo, Texas, and a
tent-and-building temporary shelter
n Homestead, Flonda — are housing
older teens.

Over the past decade, by far the larg-

Kcylmrmmwdil .39 billkon m grant
to operate shehers, Baptist
Child & Family Services has recerved
$942 milhion.
A Texas-based orgamzation called
International Educational Services

also was a big recipient, more
than $72 milhon in the last fiscal
year before folding amid a senes of
complamts about the conditions n its
shelters.

mnmmc

their focus 10
when tens of thousands of Central
Amernican children started armving at
the U.S.-Mexico border in recent years.

Protesters place a

large inflatable balloon in the likeness of President Donald Trump

dressed n a Ky Kiux Klan sheet June 28 across the street from Southwest Key Camp-
bell, a shelher for children that have been separated from their parents, in Phoenx, Anz

dunng a visit by first lady Melania Trump.

agency that admanusters the program
keeping immigrant children in custody.
Orgamzations hke Southwest Key
insist that the children are well cared
for and that the vast sums of money
they recerve are necessary to house,
transport, educate and medical
care for thousands of children while
complying with government regula-
tions and court orders.
rated families at the border has placed
the locations at the center of the contro-
versy. A former Wal-Mart in Texas s
now a Southwest Key facility that’s
believed to be the biggest child imm-
grant facility in the country, and First
Lady Melania Trump visited another
Southwest Key location in Phoenix.

Advocates on both sides of the asle
criticize the growing number of kids
housed in government shelters, but
they have different reasons — and they
blame each other

“You can’t put a chuld in a prison.
You cannot. It's immoral,” said Sen.
Kirsten Gillibrand, a New York Demo-
crat who has been visiting shelters.

Gillibrand said the will

try hundreds of billions of dollars.” he
said at a recent rally. “So imagine if we
could spend that money to help bring
opportunity 10 our imner cities and our
rural communities and our roads and
our highways and our schools.”

in Apnil, Attormey General Jeff
Sunulummdl mnhm

offenses. As a result, more than 2 300
children were tumed over 10 HHS.

in a recently released report, the
State Department decned the general
principle of holding children i shel-

ters, saying it makes them inherently
vuinerable.

“Removal of a child from the family
should only be considered as a lempo-
rary, last resort,” the saxd. ““Stud-
ics have found that private and
government-run residential mstitutions
for children, or places such as

ages and psychiatnic wards that

nﬂ'rrlfumly-bnedmm
replicate the emotional compamonship
and anention found in family environ-

mﬂtnprmhimmhdﬂry

intive
cﬂtmﬂtTanuﬂ:tm
dncnh:th:ncwpohcynl"dﬁer
rent” to future would-be immigrants
and asylum-seckers fleeing violence

Children and Famihies — an HHS
broader 1ssues over how the govern-
ment can manage such a vast system.

“It was never mtended 1o be a foster
care system with more than 10,000
chtl:heumqmndylmm
cost 1o the federal taxpayer of over $1
bilhon dollars per year,” Wagner sad
in a statement.

The longer a child is in government
t.\-ndy the potential for emotional

and physical damage grows, said Dr.
Colieen Kraft, president of the Amen-
can Academy of Pedistncs.

“The foundational relstionship
bﬂwwnlprmtmddnlduwm:m
th:uzﬁwhchlldl develop-

thewr leaming, for their child
:lm.hmmmm*'nnn

“And you could have the nicest
toys and games, but if you don’t have
that parent, if you don’t have that car-
ing adult that can buffer the stress that
these kids feel, then you're taking away
the basic science of what we know
helps pediatnes.”

A judge in Cahifornia has ordered |
authorities to reunite
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Joe Arpaio the latest
politician to admit falling
for Sacha Baron Cohen’s act

By Griffin Connolly
CQ-Roll Call

WASHINGTON
Joe Arpaw, the former
Phoenix-area shenff who s
running for Anzona's open
Senate seat thus fall, i1s the
latest in a line of conserva-
tive Amencan political fig-
ures to admit being duped
by Bnitish entertainer Sacha
Baron Cohen and agree-
ing to one of his famous
INMETVICWS.

Cohen 1s well-known for
conducting interviews with
unwitting suspects while he
role-plays as foreign char-
acters with controversial
views on race, politics and
sexuality.

For Arparo, Cohen
pretended to be a Trump-
supporting Finmish comed:-
an and asked him multple
“hghly mappropnate™
guestions involving sexual
acts that made Arpaio feel
“very uncomfortable,”
the former shenfl, who
1s locked i a three-way
primary battle with Rep.
Martha McSally and state
Sen. Kelli Ward for the
Republican nomination thas
November in Anzona, told
Bretbart.

The production set where
Cohen and Arpaio shot the
interview, which was pre-
sented to Arpaio as a live
interview, included boxes
with toy cars inside.

Arpao, an immigration
hard-liner whom President
Donald Trump pardoned
last year from a con-
tempt of court conviction,
famously advocated for
racially profiling car dnivers
and pulling them over for
being suspected undocu-
mented immigrants.

Unlike many of Cohen’s
nterviewees, Arpaio white-
knuckled through the whole
mterview.

“1 feht uncomfortable
with some of the words
they were using but | had
to hive through it,” he said.
*“1 am not the type of guy

Former Maricopa County Shenff Joe Arpaio speaks May 22

dunng a

event in Phoenix. Arpaio, now a candidate for

campagn
a U.S. Senate seal, says he is among the political figures who
were pranked by British comedian Sacha Baron Cohen during

nterviews for hus
premeeres loday on Showtime

who gets up and walks
out. | never walked out in
thousands of interviews._ |
just take .

In his interviews, Cohen
tries 1o box in his subjects
and make them feel awk-
ward and uncomfortable
by askmg them questions
many would consider too
outrageous for television,

“I was very careful in

responding to controversial
issues,” Arparo said. “Pro-

filing. lllegal immigration.
They were hitting me with
all of that."

Former Alaska
and GOP vice presidential

nominee Sarah Palin admnt-

ted recently to falhng for
Cohen’s tncks.

For her mterview, Cohen
pretended to be a disabled

veteran, Palin saud, causing

Showtime series. “Who Is Amenca?”

an outrage among Conser-
vative circles and eliciting
a sharp rebuke from Palin
when she discovered Co-
hen's true wdentity,

“He thinks this kind of
stuff 1s funny, and mocking
the disabled and mock-
ing and belittling our vets
with his portrayal — m my
book, it's not funny,” Palin
sawd

Cohen s working on an
upcoming series on Show-
time, “Who is Amenica””

Other political figures
who have admitted inter-
viewing with Cohen in-
clude Alabama GOP Senate
candidate Roy Moore and

former [Hinois congressman
and radio host Joe Walsh.

Distrilunsted by Tribune
Content Agency
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J. Scott Smith MD

When choosing a surgeon, experience
and expertise matter. Over the past 20
years, Dr. Smith has helped thousands

of patients recover their lives —free from
pain.

Dr. Smith offers:

* Extensive Clinical and
Surgical Experience

* Minimally Invasive Surgical Techniques

* Super-Specializing in
Failed Surgical Back Syndrome

* Specializing in Back and Neck Pain
* Accepting Workers Comp

* *x *x K %
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MDC votes

to acquire
former
Western
United Life
building

By Stewart Doreen

\.furl il mrt ceomm

The Midland Development Corp. board agreed
Saturday in a special meeting to purchase the former
Western United Life Building

The deal will put the MDC in control of two
propertics at the northeast intersection of Big Spring
Street and Texas Avenue. The MDC purchased the
former Building of the Southwest earhier this year for
$50,000.

The MDC board approved a purchase pnice of
$3.775 mullion for the former Western United Life
Building. Once other transactions, including the cost
for asbestios removal, are compiete, the net cost will
be closer to $3.4 milhon, according to MDC officials
at the meeting. Mehendra Patel and spouse Hema Ku-
mar arc listed in the sale agreement as the property’'s
current owners. MDC officials said asbestos removal
could be complete by the end of the month

Current plans for the new land acquisiions are to
put together a package that makes the most business
sense for downtown and for Mdland taxpayers, ac-
cording 1o 1o MDC Board Chasrman Brent Hilhard.

He saud afier the meeting that nesther downtown
property alone can support a parking structure, so any
future deal involving that area of downtown requires
at least the demohition of one of those buildings
Acguinng both properties allows the MDC to have
options: tuming the former Western United Life
Building into office space, lofts, a hotel or something
clse. Hilhard has said two separate hotels have m-
quired about the space at Texas and Big Spring, and a
third s interested elsewhere downlown. Negotiations
are continung, he said.

With a new convention center being bunlt across the
street and development expected in the arca where the
former county courthouse once stood, demolishing
both buildings and using the space for parking is also
an option, Hilhiard sasd

“It 1s looked at as what 1s the best business dec-
sion,” Hilhard sasd. “We will go out over the next
few months to determine what 1s the best decision for
those properties and what benefits the 1axpaver the
most. Whichever (option) that 1s, we will consider

“1I"'m not stuck on hotels. | am stuck on where 's the
best return and how we make the best deal,” he sad

An agreement 10 buy the former Western Unated
Life Building was executed m December, Hilhard
said. That purchase s contingent on ashestos removal
and approval bv the Mudland Caty Council

The ety 1s in the process of removing asbestos
from the Building of the Southwest and takmg bids
on demohvon. Crty leaders also have discussed fixing
the roof of the Building of the Southwest. Costs, they
said. will be a factor in what's done before handing
that butlding over to the MDC

he former Western United Life Bwildmg. located
at W4 W Texas Ave., will remam closed Hilhard
savd 3-inch plexiglass will cover the windows of the
first and second floors where the building adjoms to
a neighboring structure. The window coverage s for
secunty purposes. In August of last year, a | 6-year-
old Midlander died afier falling into an elevator shaft
after students broke into the buslding and were play-
ng with air-soft nfles.

The site was once being prepared to become The
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Boardings

June 2018:
June 2017:
June 2016:
June 2015:
June 2014:

compared to 2016-17)

54,747
48,080 enl crelac
43,416
46,549
48,796
Year-to-date: 428,760

(an increase of 14.2 percent
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Total number of possengers
(those getting on ond off o plone)

June 2018:
Jone 2017:

Iiﬁ gollons) |
June 2018:

June 2017:
Year-to-date:

107,345

93,695

514,048

472,153
4.186 million

(on increase of 10.6 compared to 2016-17)

June 2018:

June 2017:
Year-to-date:

Parking revenues

$370,987

$326,110
$3.138 million

(an increase of 20.9 percont compared to 2016-17)

Boardings at Midland
International top 50,000 again

From staff reports

Business 1s boomang for the three
arhines at Midland Internatonal
Alrport

Combined. the number of people
boarding Amenican Fagle, South-
wes! and United reached 54,747, a
high for 201X and a record lor June

Permits to drill

oil /gas permits
by district

Midlnnd 561
San Antonio areo 147
San Angelo area 19
Refugio oreo 104
Southeast Texos 68
Lubbock oree 67
Penhandle 44
Eost Texas 35
North Texas 33
Wes! Central Texas 31
Deep South Texas 13
tast Central Texos eight

going back to at least the begmmning
of the decade. The total was a 139
percent increase from June 2017

A majonty of the 54,747 pas-
sengers boarded Southwest, but
the largest increase was on Umited.
The ety of Midland showed Unined
grew by 11 1 percent compared 1o
June 2017 Amencan Eagle also

Gas completions
by district

San Antonio area 55
Midland 31
Refugio areo 22
tost Texas 15
Panhandle 12
North Texas eight
Deep South Texas eight
Southeast Texas  six
West Central Texas one

posted double-digit growth but
fimished third in terms of the number
of people flying. The totals were as
followed: Southwest 28 114, United
14.176 and Amencan Eagle 12,257
It was the thard time in the last
four months that boardings (people
getting on an airplane) topped
SO 000

Oil completions
by district

Midland 425

Sen Antonio oreg 163
Refugio oreo %
Son Angelo oree 8
North Texas 40
West Central Texas 36
Southeast Texas M4
Ponhandle 7
Lubbock oree I8
Eost Texes five
tost Centrol Texas four
Deep South Texas three

RRC: Midland district leads in
permits, completions in June

From staff reports

Midland 1ops the hst of Raitlroad
Commussion distnicts across the state
m terms of the number of permits
and completions during the month
of June.

The Ratlroad Commission
reported last week that there were
561 permuts 1ssued for the Midland
distnct. That was more than the next
five districts combined (505) and
around 45 ercent of the permts

the state. The 1,230 permits across
Texas 1n June were less than the
1,305 m June 2017

The Railroad Commission reports
1,062 permits were issued to dnll
new oil or gas wells, 13 were 10
re-enter well bores and 155 were
for re-completions of existing well
bores.

The breakdown of well types in-
cluded 742 for oil or gas, 342 for onl,
67 for gas and 55 for ijpection

The 425 o1l completions in the

percent of the 914 reported around
the state and more than the next four
distncts combined (415). The com-
mission reported 510 o1l comple-
tions last year

The Mudland distnict was second
to the San Antonio area district in
terms of the number of gas
completions

There were 11 in the Mudland dis-
tnict, 55 in the San Antonio distnict
and 15K in the 10 distncts across the
state. Last year, there were 96 gas

issoed acre ss the 10 districts n Midland district were more than 46

Hotel Fuel: a 12-floor, 144-room hotel. completions

Building permits July 2-6

tew Residencs
MNew Residonce
row Fevdencs
New Resdence
thow Residence
Yigw Rosdencs
Haa Rusicors
M Rosidence
e Reuden s
MNew Reudencs
Meow Residence
Residence Detoched
Mew Resicdence
e Resiclers
e Besdencs
T Fackdencs

1273 B Ave.
1211 B Ave.

BOO N Terrel Streer
6615 Jomeswoen Street
6611 Jomewown Street
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What Trump’s pick for Supreme
Court could mean for states’ rights

By Elaine S. Povich
and Alayna Alvarez
Stateline org

WASHINGTON Supreme
Court nominee Brett Kavanaugh's
rulings on federal regulatory power,
and hus approach to the |4th Amend-
ment’s Equal Protection Clause, pro-
vide the best hints of how he might
rule on cases involving states’ nghts.

Kavanaugh was nominated by
President Donald Trump Monday to
take the seat being vacated by Justice
Anthony Kennedy. Kavanaugh
clerked under Kennedy.

As a judge on the D.C. Circunt
Court of Appeals, Kavanaugh has
had the chance to rule on cases
involving the balance of state and
federal power. In one case, he
concluded that the Environmental
Protection Agency overstepped its
bounds in regulating greenhouse
gases. In another, he questioned the
sctup of the Consumer Fiancial
Protection Burcau and whether 1t had
too much power outside of congres-
stonal oversight.

But Kavanaugh hasn’t always
ruled agamnst regulation: In 2010,
he upheld the EPA’s oversight of a
Califorma rule limiting emissions
from refrigeration units m trucks.
Ernest Young, a Duke University law
professor, savd Kavanaugh's opinions
hint at a judge interested in states’
point of view

“His general, somewhat more
skeptical approach toward federal
agencies, which a lot of people have
talked about, may have an echo
in this area by being a little more
protective of states’ role in these
schemes,” Young said in an inter-

view. “But it’s just a couple of cases ™

In many ways, the details of how
the federal system operates would be
worked out through federal statute,
Young said. “And so how you ap-
proach those statues, which are often
ambiguous about the federal struc-
tures they ‘re creating, is going 10 be
really important in fixing where the
balance 1s going to be between the
states and the national government

“My impression is he's very
sophisticated about this stuff, cares
about the states, cares about the idea
of checks and balances,” Young sawd

Sam Erman, associate professor
and constitutional law expert at the
USC Gould School of Law, said de-
cisions liniting federal power might
portend good things for states.

“The states are the ones who fll
in the gaps when the federal govern-
ment doesn’t act. If he’s imiting
federal power for any reason, he's
creating opportunitics for the states
to assert themselves. Skepticism of
federal power and belief in states’
rights have a lot in common and

share intellectual roots.”

An upcoming civil asset forfeiture
case could indicate how a Justice
Kavanaugh might rule on cases in-
volving the Equal Protection Clause,
a significant legal element in many
state-based issues before the nation’s
highest court.

f confirmed by fall, as the presi-
dent has suggesied, Kavanaugh could
take his place just in time to consider
the case, Timbs v. Indiana. It involves
an Indiana man who was forced to
surrender his $40,000 Land Rover
to the state after he pleaded guilty 1o
selling undercover officers 4 grams
of heroin in 2013. He agreed to serve
one year of house arrest and pay
about $1,200 in court fees.

But Tyson Timbs sued over the
seizure of his SUV, arguing that the
taking violated the Eighth Amend-
ment ban on “excessive fines.” Lower
state courts a noting that the
maximum penalty for his violation
was a $10,000 fine — a quarter of the
value of the vehicle.

The Indiana Supreme Coun
reversed that decision, saying that
the “excessive fines™ clause did not
stop the state from getting the truck
because the United States Supreme
Court has not given clear direction
that the clause applies to the states.

The 14th Amendment’s Equal
Protection Clause has been used by
the Supreme Court in landmark cases
such as Brown v. Board of Educa-
tion (racial discnmination), Roe v
Wade (reproductive rights) and Bush
v. Gore (the recount), to set limits on
states ' nghts

Civil asset forferture puts hun-
dreds of millions of dollars into
state and federal coffers every year
And according to a 2015 repon
the Institute for Justice, a nonpr
cwvil hiberties law firm, net proceeds
from civil forfentures across 14 states
more than doubled between 2002
and 2013, jumping from around $100
million to $250 million.

Forfenture also stuffs federal
coffers. The report saxd assets in for-
feiture funds within the U.S. Depan-
ment of Justice and the U.S. Treasury
Department exploded during this
time as well, climbing from less than
$1 billion in 2001 10 nearly $4.5 bil-
hon in 2014,

A number of states are considenng
changes. In Ohio, for example, Re-
publican Gov. John Kasich s
measure last year bamming forfeitures
under $15,000 without a criminal
conviction.

Kavanaugh has shown a particular
interest in the 14th Amendment from
his earliest law school days at Yale
University. In a 1989 piece for the
Yale Law Journal, he discussed a
1986 Supreme Court ruling in Batson
v. Kentucky that outlawed using race
as the sole criteria for preemptive

challenges to jurors, under the Equal
Protection Clause.

Kavanaugh wrote the decision did
not lay out enough specific cntena
on how to stnke jurors aside from
their race, and made some Sugges-
tons that were later employed by
courts, He brought up that 1ssue
again in 2006, in his hearing on his
nomination as a federal judge for the
D.C. Circuit, saying Batson was “one
of the great Supreme Court decisions

Mark Weaver, a former Ohio
assistant attorney general and an
adjunct professor of government at
the University of North Carolina,
Chapel Hill, said he thinks it would
be fair for senators to ask Kavanaugh
how far he'd go in basing his rulings
on the 14th Amendment, which was
ratified in 1868

“He praised the Equal Protec-
tion Clause as a way to get to the
proper results,” Weaver said. “A lot
of scholars think the Equal Protec-
tion Clause has been overused. It was
ratified largely to allow the newly
freed slaves to have the same nights
as other Amernicans. It has come to be
used as something of a magic wand
for judges who want to comjure up a
certain result. That doesn’t appear to
be Judge Kavanaugh's h His
comments at the first con
were puzzimg.”

Those people involved in the
Timbs case think Kavanaugh is likely
to rule against the Indiana court.

*“1 think that Judge Kavanaugh
like the other justices of the court 1s
likely to accept the principle that the
U S Constitution provides a floor for
Amencans’ constitutional rights,”
said Wesley Hottot, an attorney with
the Institute for Justice who will
argue the Timbs case before the high
court. “States are not allowed to go
below that floor™

A more ncutral court observer,
Lo Gragha, a professor at the
University of Texas School of Law,
said he thinks Kavanaugh would be
n the mold of Kennedy, the outgo-
ng Justice he has been nominated to
replace

“There’s no reason to think that
Kavanaugh would be different from
Kennedy in terms of Congress’
power under the Commerce Clause,
and therefore on the states’ power,”
he said.

Looking to how Kavanaugh might
follow Kennedy on the Timbs case
specifically, Gragha sasvd Kennedy
was something of a moralist. “If
something really seemed immoral,
then it should be unconstitutional. It
certainly seems that forfeiting your
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Trump’s remarks about changing
European culture draw ire

By Jesse J. Holland
and Russell Contreras
Associagted Press

WASHINGTON — Press-

dmt Donald Tw'l lunml

sides of the Atlantic, where
Euwrope and the United
States are got w.

mhuﬁumdh

through certas
didn’t exist ten or 15 years

ago

Tramp, the of s
(rerman wnmagrant and the
son of 3 Scottish wnnm-
grant 10 the United States.
repeated hes contention o a
news conference with Bra-
ish Pnime Mumster Theresa

-:j-utn
the culture. | thank it's » very
negatrve thng for Farope |

think it's very negative,” he
sand. “1 think it's very much

the first tme n 2043, a
change due in part to higher
birth rates among Hispanics
and a stagnating or declin-
ing birth rate among blacks,
whites and Asians.

Trump's public life has
been filled with contro-
versial statements about
HTHTMErAnts

In the first moments of
hss presidential campaign
m June 2015, he called for
the construction of a border
ﬂwlhhhm.ﬂlm
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Pelosi suggests
Democrats hold
leadership elections
after Thanksgiving

By Lindsey
McPherson
CO-Roll Call

WASHINGTON - Ms-
nonty Leader Nancy Pelosi
sent a dear colleague letier
to House Democrats Friday
suggesting the caucus wait
until after Thanksgiving to
hold its leadership elections
for the next Congress.

nmmgnfﬂwmclec-
tions, so the letter was meant
1o clear the matter up.

It also served to remind
members the election 1s a
long way away and the cau-
cus should focus on winning
the midierms, the aide sawd.

Pelosi opened the let-
ter Democrats are
“poised for victory™ in
November and that if the
clections were held today
the party would win many
new scals and take back the
majority.

“This would mean more
commitice assignments and
a large freshman class,” she
saad

“In that vemn, | beheve ot
is important that we follow
the schedule for leadership
elections that the Caucus set
last cycle, allowing adds-
tional time for freshmen to
get onented,” Pelos: added
“My recommendation to
the Caucus would be 10 set
lcadership clections some-
tme after Ing, at a

d-umhcmmwu:

outgomg
bers do not. If Democrats
retake the majon
be a minimum of 45 fresh-
men making up at least a
fifth of the caucus. In 2016,
leadership elections for Nov.

majority there will

17, just nine days afier the
Nov. § election. Amid pres-
sure from the caucus she
later delayed the elections 1o
Nov. 30.
The 201R general election
1s on Nov. 6. The first day
the House is in session after
Thanksgiving s Nov. 27 If
following the model of the

2016 leadership
clections that would be the
week 10 hold them, but there
are certainly scenarios in
which the caucus may wanl
to delay voting until carly
December.

One such scenano s if
Pelosi, who has saud she
plans to run for speaker if
ity, conducted an initial
whip check and found she
was short of the 218 votes
needed 10 be clected speaker
on the floor n January

While that wouldn 't
impact her ability o win a
caucus election, which only
takes a ssmpie majonty, it
would be unlikely Pelosi
would move forward with-
out knowing the outcome of
a floor vote.

No one has announced
plans to challenge Pelos:,
but Ohio Rep. Tim Ryan
1s considermg it. He ran
against in her 2016 and lost,
and there are no signs yet
that outcome would be dif-
ferent thas year, especially of
Democrats win the majorty

But some i the cau-
cus have already started
prepanng for a scenano in
which Pelos: can’t shore up
the votes. In that context,
they have been discussing
the possibility of House
Mmority Whip Steny Hoyer
or Assistant Democratic

Bill would keep guns from those
convicted of animal cruelty

By Eric Garcia
CQ-Roll Call

WASHINGTON - US
Rep. Katherine M. Clark

has proposed legislation

that would prevent
mvtudofuﬁlm;y
from accessing fircarms.

Clark, D-Mass., said her
bill would close an existing
loophole and cited a study
from the Massachusetts
Society for the Prevention
of Cruelty 10 Animals and
Northeastern University
linking animal abuse and
future violence, Massl ive
reported.

Clark sasd the loophole
exists because while fed-
eral law prohibits people
with felony convictions
from accessing guns, states
often prosecute animal cru-
city as a misdemeanor.

“From Columbine to0
Parkland 10 Sutheriand

1 Clwonicles 16:31

Let the heavens be ghad, and let the earth epoxce.

And let therm way among the natuons.
“The LORD refgrs.”

Springs, these perpetrators
of mass gun violence had
a history of animal abuse,
and addressing this pattern
of behavior is part of the
solution when it comes 1o
and saving lives,” she said.

The study Clark cited
found animal abusers are
five imes more likely 10
commit violence agamnst
people than those <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>