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- Construction projects could
- counter high unemployment \

/ WASHINGTON (AP) — The Reagan administration is weighing
the idea of speeding up planned government construction projects The disclosure followed heightened efforts by congressional
to ease unemployment, which economists predict will hover at dou- Democrats to formulate a $5 billion to $7 billion public works pro-
ble-digit levels for some time. gram.

On the eve of today's release of January’s national jobless rate, While both government and private economists expect unem-

deputy White House press secretary Uljw Speakes said President ployment to remain at post-Depression record levels, there have
Reagan has authorized his staff to assess whether projects already been some encouraging signs:

on the drawing boards could be started early in an effort to “pro- —First-time claims for unemployment relief checks by newiy
vide some immediate relief.”
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at accelerating projects.
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SALE . unemployed Americans totaled 465,000 in the week ending Jan. 22,
. The nation’s seasonally adjusted unemployment rate stood at 108 3 decline of 26,000 from the previous week and well below the
GE UNITS percent in December, the highest since World War 11. More than 12  ope-week filing peak of 703,000, which was registered in mid-Sep-
1ed million people were out of work. " tember.

;# The administration has forecast that joblessness will average 10.7 —The nation’s major retailers reported strong sales increases for

percent in 1983. In a message to Congress earlier this week, Reagan
characterized double-digit unemployment as “the most serious eco-
nomic problem now facing the United States.”

Reagan has adamantly opposed putting people to work in “dead-
end,” subsidized government jobs, and Speakes stressed Thursday
that the chief executive wasn't abandoning that stance by looking

January, and private analysts said that could signal the long-
awaited improvement in consumer spending.

Donald H. Strazheim, senior vice president of Wharton Econome-
trics in Philadelphia, said he believes “economic recovery is at
hand.” Strazheim also said, however, that “1983 will not be a banner -3
year” and that unemployment will recede very slowly. Rl
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GOP, too, opposes budget items =

WASHINGTON (AP) — With the ink barely dry on President
Reagan’s 1984 budget, Republicans are setting key portions of it
’ aside and are drafting their own program to reduce the deficit and

deferred for lack of funding.
“They are projects that would be needed with or without the = L
recession,” Levin said. -
Meanwhile, House Republican leader Robert H. Michel of Illinois
on Thursday appointed a task force to compile a GOP jobs bill
within 30 days.
Rep. John Erlenborn of Illinois, senior Republican on the House
Education and Labor Committee, will head the 10-member task
force which Michel said should produce “something new and
fresh.”

Michel said he wants to avoid legislation which would “dredge up
a revised public service jobs program.”
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provide a quick injection of relief from the recession.

with a $5-to-$10 billion emergency proposal to aid victims of the
recession and provide public works jobs to reduce unemployment.

The legislation is likely-to reach the House floor next month, and
will include direct federal aid for homeless persons in need of food
and shelter because they are unable to find work.

Rep. Thomas Foley, D-Wash., and Sen. Carl Levin, D-Mich., said Publicly, Reagan opposes new federal spending for jobs, and
Thursday they would also prepare a public works jobs bill designed there are no major employment programs in his 1984 budget blu-
to provide jobs almost immediately on projects that have been print.

Efforts to sway Social Security plan increase
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During testimony before five separate House and Senate commit-
tees, top administration economic advisers encountered as much
opposition from Republicans as they did from Democrats.

Demeocrats in the House and Senate, meanwhile, are going ahead

WASHINGTON (AP) — Politicians and special interest groups are
stepping up their efforts to influence the tax writers in Congress
who will draft legislation repairing the Social Security system.

The House Ways and Means subcommittee on Social Security was
opening five days of hearings today with 25 mémbers of Congress
parading before the panel to critique the §168 billion bailout plan
fashioned by the National Commission on Social Security Reform.

More than 100 organizations and individuals, ranging from
Americans for Democratic Action to the Bowling Proprietors Asso-
ciation of America, will testify before the legislators next week.

The subcommittee will write the first draft of Social Security
legislation that is expected to go to the House floor by March 10.

The full Ways and Means Committee wrapped up three days of

o

hearings on Thursday with Richard S. Schweiker, speaking on his
final day as secretary of health and human services, declaring,

“There is no more time for rhetoric or delay.

“Fear on the part of both retirees and younger people that Social
Security is tottering on the brink of collapse has been allowed to
continue too long,” said Schweiker, who is leaving the President
Reagan’'s Cabinet to become chief lobbyist for the life insurance
industry.

Schweiker said the interests of retirees and taxpayers alike “can-
not be allowed to fall victim to narrow viewpoints now when we
are so close to restoring Social Security’s ability to meet its commit-
ments today and for the future.”

Hanging high

Dangling 80 feet in the air, along with a
girder destined to be part of a 250-foot micro

wave tower, is Mike Hilton. The tower is under
construction in downtown Waco.

Tent City residents pack up possessions

'Hard-times” settlement can’t comply with fire laws

TENT CITY, Texas (AP) — Residents
reluctantly packed today to comply
with a fire marshal’s order evicting
them from their tents and lean-tos in
this makeshift settlement born of hard

times.
Notice of today’s noon deadline was

Thursday, one day after a resi-
dent died in flames that engulfed his
tent. The warnings told newcomers to
“Keep Out” of the modern-day Hoover-
ville.

Tent City sprang up about nine
months ago in a roadside park on the
banks of the San Jacinto River, 30 miles
east of Houston.

Harris County Fire Marshal J.J.
Pruitt said fire hazards in the commu-
nity of 200 are like a “bomb ready to
explode.”

Resident Ann Knight said she feels
settlers are being punished for a trag-

edy that was not their fauit.

“We're all real angry about it and we
think they've carried it too far,” she
said of the eviction. “We're sorry about
the fire, but, you know, we didn't cause
|

Elected camp spokesman Bill Collins
said he thought his neighbors wouldn't
offer any resistance despite their
resentment, and predicted no one
would be left by noon to be arrested
for violating the order.

“1 would certainly hope not,” Collins
said. “Our people are having a hard
enough time of it without going
through the hassle of being arrested.”

State law says failure to comply with
the fire marshal’'s order is a misde-
meanor punishable by a $1,000 fine or
six months in jail.

Many poor residents started tearing
down their tents and lean-tos Thurs-

White feels water importation

not economically feasible

day.

“They've been looking for a way to
get us out. Now they've got it,” said
Nick Triola as he tore away - the trans
parent, plastic walls of what had called
home for three months.

Pruitt issued the deadline after a 41-
year-old crop picker burned to death
early Wednesday in a tent fire.

James “Scotty” Bolland, a native of
Scotland who moved to Texas from
Washington, suffered burns over 95
percent of his body when his tent
exploded in flames.

“l drive to work each morning and
see the fire flickering inside the tents "
Pruitt said. “I've been holding my
breath, hoping nobody died. Now.
we're trying to correct it before any-
body else dies.”

Pruitt’s order demanded the commu-
nity use housing made of flame-resis-

tant material, that shelters be
separated by 10 feet, that the grounds
be kept clear of fire hazards and that
no open fire be used.

He also demanded fireplaces or
stoves be provided and used for all
cooking and that a fire watch be estab-
lished and adequate equipment bought
and maintained.

However, Pruitt said Thursday the
campsite would be shut down anyway
because the Texas Highway Depart-
ment, which owns the land, said it
could not force residents to comply.

Elma Christopher, a spokeswoman
for the Texas attorney.general's office,
said the problem was a local matter
and the highway department would
take no action to enforce Pruitt's
order.

The park was designed as a way sta-
tion for overnight travelers.

INSIDE TODAY

® N THE STATE: Texas-based
Customs officers learns lesson hard

® INTHE WORLD: Chinese pre-
mier accepts invitiation to visit US.
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"The Gulf Coast could get rain Saturday, according to the National

Weather Service, as could the north-central Pacific Coast. Snow is fore-
cast from Oklahoma to northern Georgia and for the northern Plains.
Most areas are expected to be colder.

Threat of rain, some snow continues;
Warmer temperatures due Saturday

A threat of rain mixed with snow is expected to linger through tonight,

becoming partly cloudy Saturday.
to the National Weather Service at Midland Regional Airport,
possibly mixed with snow with south-

erly to southeasterly winds 5-15 mph. Low should be near 30. There is no

According

there is a 20 percent chance of rain,

mention of any expected snow accumulation.
Saturday is expected to become partly cloudy and warmer with the high in the

to breeze through at 5-10 mph.

Thursday’s high of 55 fell short of the record high of 80 set in 1976, but
the overnight low of 32 was warmer than the record low of 9 set in 1950.

Area towns to the north this morning were reporting some freezing rain and
slippery roads, while towns to the south and east reported some misty rain and

cold conditions.

Midland statistics
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Amarillo
Austin
Besumoal
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College Station
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Texas area forecasts
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WASHINGTON (AP) — President

Reagan, who wants to freeze non-
| defense spending in 1984, is nonethe-

s uting(:ongreufortnemﬁ
:ﬂhnwmmwmeﬂommb

dence and offices that year.

gets his way, the White

, or 6.7 percent, because of
S. Brady's medical expenses,

ﬁfﬁmwwmgﬂpuﬂ
James

more election year travel, and higher

!
ﬁ

s.
|
|

i
g
|
:

i
|
2
t
gz
n

j
:
|
|

The weather elsewhere

Friday
Temperatures indicate previous day's high and over-
might low 0 8 a.m. EST.
Hi Lo Pre Otlk
M B
21 edy
2 cdy
ody
edy
edy
cir
ody
cir
ody
rm
01 «dy

iete

BRE 2 @
83883883,

x qa £ B8 8B 8
BB8385398p38383280pp88888,888848

s |

B kREX 8

]
s3pB8p8888,8,888,8088808808p80833

= 2

HIIIHtHElHItIIEII'IU!uu!tlua::InuiﬂnialunlBﬁ!l:l!la:usul:::uﬁﬂlaznltﬂt:ttutaﬂauﬁll:ﬂanalilz
B

Slllﬂlﬂtl=illlliﬂlﬂ:tgu.ui:liIH.u=liilliﬂIHIiHHl:t.:unl#iea:'::lnlﬂﬁlllﬂlﬂullgut[ﬂnn:iﬂﬁll

Extended forecasts

:
:
e
:

warming (o mid 30
mid 508 Sunday warming to upper 508 10 jow 808 Tuesday

Pennsylvania Avenue side of the build-
ing and then repaint it.
The fiscal 1984 federal budget Rea-

ident. It does not include
Secret Service, operating the presi-
dent’s aircraft, and Camp David.

John F. W. Rogers, deputy assistant
to the president for management, said

in an interview that 75 percen? of the
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the retail stores,” New York City’s con-
sumer affairs department warned
Thursday.

“This morning we started to see

. some ugliness as far as pricing,”

reported James Lambert, general man-
ager of the New Haven (Conn.) Food

.wmmmwm

up.

Produce and livestock shipments
were down Thursday agd drivers still
on the road were coll premium
rates because of the strike called Mon-
day by the Independent Truckers Asso-
ciation to protest rising fuel taxes and
truck fees.

The ITA claims to represent 30,000
owner-operators, but other trucking
groups dispute the figure and many
drivers are staying off the roads
because they fear violence.

At least 283 trucks in 32 states have
been hit by gunfire and 541 others
have been damaged by bricks, fire-
bombs and other missiles, or had their
tires slashed, authorities say.

“We're paying an extra $250 a load
...~ said Robert Strube, president of
Market Service Association, which rep-
resents about 166 Chicago wholesalers.
“And the $250 isn't much to pay a
driver for risking his life.”

Strube, whose members normally get
90 percent of their produce from inde-
pendent truckers, said the strike was
costing them $415,000 a day and “the
trend is upward.”

Retail food shortages could begin in
a week or 10 days, he said. “It depends
on the violence on the highway. It's
only common sense: If you're going to
get killed, you stay away from it.”

On Thursday, a shot from a passing
car shattered the windshield of a truck
carrying tuna on the Artesia Freeway
in Anaheim, Calif. No one was injured,
but it was California’s first confirmed
attack on a truck.

The state has already been hurt in

other ways. In Fresno, shippers got
$2.600 a week ago for taking broccoli,
celery and lettuce to New York, but
now the rate is $3,500, said produce
broker Bill Causey of Western Ag

By BOB DVORCHAK
Associated Press Writer

SOMERSET, Pa. — Truckers call it a
“combat zone,” the stretches of Penn-
sylvania interstate that funnel goods to
and from New York and New England,
where drivers have become targets in
the strike by independent truckers.

“The drivers in Pennsylvania are a
clear different breed,” said trucker
Don Morris of Miami, who has been
holed up in a truck stop since Sunday.
“They know what they want and
they're not afraid to go after it. I dont
feel like going out there and getting
myself shot.

“Pennsylvania i§ the worst place in
the US. as far as violence goes,” added
Morris. who had been hauling a load of
fluorescent lights from Perkasie, Pa., to
Chicago.

“We're a corridor state. To get to
New England or New York, you've got
to go through Pennsylvania. Protest
activity takes place where the trucks
are, and we've got the trucks,” state
police spokesman James Cox said
Thursday.

The Keystone State's terrain is a fac-
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AP Laserphots

A snow plow clears the way from two tracwr-trgﬂer rigs and a pickup

near Salina, Kan.

Trucking. He said Western Ag ship-
ments nationally have dropped from
200 a week to “30 at most.”

Some NASCAR Grand National auto
racing teams said they were nervous
about transporting their cars and gear
to Daytona Beach, Fla., for next week's
National Association for Stock Car
Auto Racing events. Driver Charlie
Morgan said he is organizing a daytime
convoy to minimize the risk of strike-
related attacks.

Some striking drivers defended the

tor, t0o. In the southwestern sections,
highways cross mountainous and deso-
late areas. Between the Allegheny Tun-
nel and New Stanton on the turnpike,
there are 32 overpasses from which
ambushers can drop rocks or bricks.

A trucker once cursed Somerset,
where it often snows, on his citizens
band radio: “It's either raining snow-
balls up there or raining rocks.”

Pennsylvania has been plagued with
the highest numbers of strike-related
incidents in the country, mostly the
western section.

But the independents say the flare-
ups are just symptoms of a national
problem that may worsen unless all
truckers join the shutdown, called to
protest higher fuel taxes and user fees.

“You see all those trucks running
and they don't understand what we're
doing,” said owner-operator Norman
Pyle, pointing to trucks still rolling on
the Pennsylvania Turnpike.

“The only thing they understand is
war. They understand violence. That's
the only way they're going to get the
‘message, is when they get scared,” said
Pyle, 57, a steel hauler from Somerset
who has been driving for 43 years.

violence on the highways.

“The only thing they understand is
war,” owner-operator Norman Pyle, in
Somerset, Pa., said of the non-strikers.
“That's the only way they're going to
get the message, when they're scared.”

Truckers still on the road who
formed convoys for protection and
drove only in daylight were slowing
down the flow of goods, officials
reported from around the country.

“When they're in convoys, it's like a

By Thursday afternoon, Pennsylva-
nia state police had received 274
reports of violence or other strike-
related incidents since the shutdown
began Monday. The total does not
reflect incidents investigated by
municipal police.

The incidents included 129 rock-
throwings, 64 shootings, 56 acts of van-
dalism such as slashed tires, cut fuel
lines and smashed headlights, 20
threats, three assaults and two arsons.
There have been eight injuries and five
arresis.

“This is not a strike. It's simply law-
lessness,” said Cox.

Despite the shutdown, many trucks
are still running — even at night, when
danger is highest.

“We're sitting on a keg of dynamite.
It could explode at any time. Today,
you might have nothing. Tonight, it
might explode,” said Harold “Muzz"
Ohler, a spokesman for a group of 125
independents in Somerset.

“Under the cover of darkness ... any-
thing can happen out there,” he added.
“It's more of a no man's land than a
combat zone.”

Ohler, a truck driver for 28 years,
was fired from his job Monday when

Tank incident ‘amuses’ Israeli

TEL AVIV, Israel (AP) — An Israeli
army officer says he's “rather amused”™
that his tank column in Beirut was
halted by a pistol-waving U.S. Marine,
and his commanders say they have
won U.S. approval to patrol the dis-
puted zone where the showdown
flared.

The American leatherneck had
claimed the Israelis were encroaching
on U.S.-controlled territory and told
the Israeli officer, “You're going to
have to kill me,” to get the three tanks
past him on a road in southern Beirut.

In another development, Palestinians
in the Lebanese city of Sidon said
Thursday that Christian Phalangists
have killed at least nine Palestinian
men recently in a terror campaign
against refugees. Lebanese officials
confirmed eight deaths, but said they
didn't know who was responsible.

The French Defense Ministry in
Paris said 160 soldiers flew to Beirut
today to reinforce the French peace-
keeping contingent, and another 138
troops were due by sea on Feb. 13.

President Francois Mitterrand
decided Thursday to reinforce the

increase in the White House budget is
due to such uncontrollable costs, such
a $672,000 rent increase.

For bookkeeping purposes, the
White House pays the General Services
Administration rent on the East and
West wings and Old Executive Office
Building, where presidential aides
work.

The rent, based on commercial rates,
is scheduled to increase Oct. 1 from
$13.32 to $30.90 a square foot for the
East and West wings of the White
House and from $14.87 to $15.03 a
square foot for the Old Executive
Office Building.

No rent is charged u? the pesidence,

1,600-man French contingent after the
wounding of three French soldiers in
west Beirut this week.

In Tel Aviv, the Israeli military com-
mand said three explosions were heard
early today and are under investigation
in the area of the Ayoun Valley in
southern Lebanon, near the Israeli bor-
der town of Metulla.

Israel and the United States have
been at odds over the movement of
Israeli troops in the Beirut area, where
Marines are deployed as part of a mul-
tinational peacekeeping force.

On Thursday, the Israeli army said it
had won a renewed commitment that
US. peacekeeping forces would allow
Israeli patrols in the area where
Wednesday's tank showdown occurred.

But a State Department official in
Washington said that while a tentative
agreement had been reached, final
details remained open.

Israel's Lt. Col. Rafi told a Tel Aviv
news conference Thursday how his
showdown with U.S. Marine Capt.
Charles B. Johnson reached its peak.

Rafi, whose last name was not dis-
closed under Israeli security policy,

where Reagan and his wife live and
entertain.

The second largest increase in the
White House budget is $288,714 to reim-
burse the Labor Department for the
medical expenses of Brady, the press
secretary who was severely wounded
during the presidential assassination
attempt on March 30, 1981. Brady, who
is undergoing therapy, has not been
able to return to work.

The reimbursement, made under the
Workers’ Compensation Act, lags by
two years so this is the first time that
item has appeared in the White House
budget. It represents expenses for 1981,
Rogers said. ’

said Johnson “pulled out a pistol,
pointed it at the sky and stood on the
road” after saying the tanks were in an
American-controlled area.

The Israeli tank commander said he
drove around Johnson and the Ameri-
can leatherneck “ran after me with his
pistol drawn.”

“The whole matter of the pistol
rather amused me, although I under-
stand that he (Johnson) was very
impressed by this pistol,” Rafi contin-
ued.

Johnson, 30, of Neenah, Wis., told
reporters in Beirut that when he
jumped on the lead tank he grabbed
the Israeli commander and stopped
him from advancing. Washington offi-
cials hailed him as a hero.

Brig. Gen. Amnon told Israel Radio
that contrary to of concern
and anger from Washington, the
Americans in Beirut had admitted to
him the tank affair was “half-funny,
half-sad, no more than that.”

The general, whose last name also
was not given, said the Americans told
him the Marine officer acted under the
mistaken impression that the Israeli

Reagan seeks $2 million dollar increase in White House fund

'

The amount budgeted for travel
expenses of White House staff in 1984
— an election year — was increased
from $300,000 to $475,000. Nancy Rea-
gan'’s travel is covered under that item,
but presidential travel is separate.

The budget reflects a raise in the
daily expense allowance of govern-
ment employees from $23 to $30. In
addition, the first lady has been trav-
eling more often. Reagan also has been
traveling more, and that increases the
travel of the aides who accompany
him

m said the staff travel budget
had remained at $300,000 for two years

and had to be increased.
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Monday. In Connecticut, the Secondi
Brothers truck stop laid off 38 employ-
ees. : :

Officials at the big Hunts Point Ter-
minal Market in New York City
reported a drop in shipments of
potatoes from Maine, sweet potatoes
from the Carolinas, and beans, egg-
plant and peppers from Florida.

At the Boston Market Terminal,
Joseph Savioli, owner of American
Fruit Distributors, said he usually has
1,500 to 2,500 boxes of grapefruit, 1,500
boxes of oranges and 55 boxes of water-
melon. On Thursday he had no
oranges, no watermelons, and only 200
boxes of grapefruit.

“This is hurting me,” Savioli said. “l
even offered $1,000 more to get a load
of watermelons from Texas.”

The nation’s 100,000 independent
truckers — drivers who own their own
rigs — represent about one-fifth of the
trucking industry. But they handle
about 90 percent of the perishable
produce.

“If this strike lasts through the week-
end, you'll have produce sitting and
rotting,” said Bob Mitchell, marketing
manager for the Florida City Farmers
Market.

The violence has led to only 17
reported arrests, including one trucker
in South Carolina who was so afraid to
drive during the strike that he alleg-
edly persuaded a buddy to disable his
employer’s truck with a shotgun.

A trucker seen in a nationally distri-
buted photograph b a shot-
gun, which he said he was for his own
protection, was arrested Wednesday in
Michigan for allegedly carrying a con-
cealed weapon.

One Teamsters union driver was shot
to death in North Carolina and 31 other
people have been injured, two
seriously, in violence that has spread to
at least 33 states, mostly in the East.

The strike is opposed by the Ameri-
can Trucking Council, which repre-
sents truck lines, and by the Teamsters
union.

Drivers fear Pennsylvania ‘combat zone’

he refused to drive. Now he mans a
picket line at Jim's Truck Stop near the
entrance to the turnpike.

“I'd be a damn fool to be out there,”
said Ohler, 53, wearing a blue denim
jacket, jeans and a purple baseball cap.
“Somebody from a bridge might blow
your brains out, knock you out of your
seat or burn your truck up.”

He pointed to the turnpike, where
trucks ran in packs for protection.

“When they're in convoys, it's like a
bunch of wolves with dogs chasing
them. They're running in fear. They're
seeking a hiding place,” said Ohler.
“They're scabs, and that's down at the
bottom of the bucket.”

Truck stop owner Jim Coughenour
says his daily fuel sales are down 80
percent down from his normal 68,000
gallons, and his repair business is off 80

percent.

But Coughenour supports the truck-
ers who have shut down their rigs.

“The trucker has a legitimate gripe.
He has to do something,” he said. “I
feel sorry for the truckers out there
running. They're risking their lives out
there. But they have to make a living,

officer

tanks were headed for Marine-con-
trolled territory.

An Israeli army statement said US.
and Israeli officials had reaffirmed a
key Beirut boundary, agreeing among
other things that the scene of Wednes-
day’s dispute is open to Israeli patrols.

It said the zones “will be marked in
the field by colored barrels to prevent
any future misunderstanding.”

The U.S. State Department official,
who insisted on anonymity, said: “We

have reached a preliminary agreement
which is being looked at here ...

“While some Israeli patrols are tak-
ing place, the remainder of the dis-
puted territory is still at issue,” he said.
“We haven't given them permission to
do anything.”

Israel invaded Lebanon last June 6 to
smash the Palestine Liberation Organi-
zation. US. Marines, along with French
the evacua-
tion of thousands of guerrillas from
Israeli-ringed west Beirut in August,
and returned in September as peace-
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ROSWELL, N.M. (AP) — A couple of
members of an environmental group

- called Earth First were being held on

criminal trespass charges after they
blocked a road leading to a natural gas
drilling site in the Salt Creek Wilder-
ness,

Chaves County Sheriff Glen Dennis

said the protesters were arrested

Thursday after they strung an Ameri-
can flag across the road to a well being
drilled by Yates Petroleum Corp.

Yates resumed work at the site in the
federal wilderness area near here
Tuesday after the 10th U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals in Denver dissolved a
preliminary injunction that had halted
the drilling. Company officials have
said the drilling should be completed

within two weeks.
Tom Smylie, a spokesman for the

US. Fish and Wildlife Service, said

Jerry Stegman, the service's acting
regional director, had ordered the area
of the wilderness around the well
closed to the demonstrators “due to the
threat of possible confrontations, vio-
lence and damage to property.”

A news release issued Wednesday by
Earth First had promised that the
group would “engage in direct action
to prevent Yates’' goons from continu-

their drilling.”

mylie said three demonstrators and
two journalists hiked to the road near
the site and the protesters strung an
American flag across the road to halt
traffic to the site. He said wilderness

energy / AL

Environmentalists fry fo sfop* 'goons,

Want ads up

The number of want ads placed appears to be rising after a long
drop. November want ads (last data available) are up to 78 percent
of the 1967 base from 73 percent in September.
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BUSINESS BRIEFS

. NEW YORK (AP) — Egypt, a minor supplier of U.S: oil imports, has reduced its
oil price by $2 a barrel.

Standard il Co. (Indiana), which buys much of Egypt’s oil, confirmed the move
Thursday.

Egypt is the third nation to cut prices since the collapse last week of an emer-
gency OPEC meeting. Earlier this week the Soviet Union cut its price $.15 a
barrel and American refiners reduced U.S. prices by §1 a barrel. ,

Standard of Indiana said the new price was $29 a barrel for Egypt's top-selling
grade of crude.

DETROIT (AP) — New car sales in the final 10 days of January rose 13.1
percent from the same period last year, the five major US. automobile com-
panies report.

The companies said Thursday they sold 156,093 cars between Jan. 21 and
Jan. 31. That equals a daily selling rate of 17,344, which is the fastest rate of
sales for a late-January period since 1981. Even so, it was weak by historic
standards.

By The Associated Press

The nation’s major retailers reported strong sales increases for January, and
analysts said that could signal the long-awaited improvement in consumer
spending.

The nation's top eight retailers said Thursday their sales gains in January
were the best monthly results since last summer, when the slump in consumer
spending started. They reported more modest gains for the retail fiscal year,
which ends with January.

Sears, Roebuck and Co., the nation's biggest retailer, said its sales rose 5.5
percent last month and were up 2.6 percent for the year. No. 2 K mart
Corp. said its January sales rose 2 percent, giving it a gain of 1.5 percent for
the year.

MEDIA. Pa. (AP) — A survey says consumer confidence rose in the past
week to reverse a two-month slump.

Albert Sindlinger, chairman of the private economic forecasting concern
Sindlinger & Co. Inc., attributed the upturn to reaction to President Rea-
gan's State of the Union address on Jan. 25. He also said approval of Rea-
gan's performance in office had improved.

Consumer confidence rose to 42 percent in the seven-day period ended Wednes-
day from 38 percent in the seven days ended Jan. 26, Sindlinger reported.
Before the upturn, confidence had dropped steadily from the 50 per:ent level of

last Dec. 1.

L

NEW YORK (AP) — Assets of the nation’s 207 money market mutual funds fell $
billion this past week, dropping to an eight-month low of $197.4 billion in the
ninth consecutive weekly decline, according to the Investment Company Insti-

tute.
The funds have dropped $34.9 billion, or 15 percent, since Dec. 1, when assets

stood at a record $232.3 billion.
Competition from banks and savings institutions, which began offering their

own money market funds on Dec. 14, has contributed to the outflow of money
from the funds.
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. officials warned them they would be

arrested if they didn’t leave and one of
the and the journalists left.

The officials then called the sheriff’s
department and the two men were
issued citations and arrested, he said.

Dennis identified the men as Robert
Seeley, 25, and Neil Cobb, 29, both of
Albuguerque. They were being held
Thursday night in lieu of $500 bond,
authorities said.

Smylie said the penaity for the tres-
pass violation is a fine of up to $500 and
up to six months in jail.

Dennis said the demonstrators
offered no resistance because “it was
kind of raining and snowing out there
and I think they were cold.”

“They asked the deputies what took

them so long,” he said. “They were
more than ready to go.”

Smylie said anyone who violates the
closure also would be arrested. Earth
First had announced plans for a larger
Jemonstration on Saturday.

The closure order forbids anyone but
Fish and Wildlife officials and Yates
workers to get within one-quarter mile
of the road or the drilling rig. The rest
of the 9,621-acre wilderness area is
open to hiking and other activities, he
said.

Ten other members of Earth First
conducted a demonstration outside the
federal building in Albuquerque on
Thursday to protest the drilling.

The protesters shouted epithets
against Yates and Secretary of the Inte-

——

rior James Watt. One sign read, “Drill
Watt, Not Wildeyness.”

“We are out here to wake people up,”
said spokesman David Seeley. “Salt
Creek is a test case.”

Seeley said the drilling might not be
legally wrong any longer, “but it is

morally wrong.

The court’s action Tuesday was the
final step in the legalization of the
‘drilling by Yates.

Late last year, Yates received a spe-
cial use permit from the U.S. Bureau of
Land Management that allowed the
company to resume drilling. The drill-
ing had been halted by the preliminary
injunction issued by U.S. District Judge
Juan Burciaga last November.

Burciaga had ruled against the com-
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pany because it did not have the

proper federal permit. |
The injunction required Yates to

remove the drilling equipment and
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restore the desert grassiand area to its -

natural state. However, Burciaga
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the Denver court.
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September, but the app

lication was

delayed by a congressional funding res- -

olution that prevented such permits
from being granted.

When Congress passed a new fund-

ing resolution in December, it

exempted companies with existing
drilling rights from the moratorium,
allowing Yates' permit to be issued.

White says PUC didn’t go far enough

AUSTIN (AP) — Gov. Mark White,
who did not try to hide his irritation
with utility commissioners, says they
did not go far enough in getting rid of
the controversial fuel adjustment
clause.

The practice has allowed utility com-
panies to simply pass on to customers
— without having to pass review by the
commission — the changing costs of
fuel it takes to produce electricity.

“When 1 said I want the fuel adjust-
ment clause abolished, that's simple
English — I want it abolished,” White
told reporters during his weekly news
conference Thursday.

The press conference came one day
after the Public Utility Commission,
made up of members appointed by pre-
vious governors, changed the fuel
adjustment rule so that it now requires
utility companies to estimate fuel costs,

get approval from the commission and
let customers know in advance how
much they will be.

“That was not nearly good enough,”
said White, who has called for a utility
panel made up of elected commission-
ers instead of appointees. Two of the
three members on the present commis-
sion were chosen by former Republi-
can Gov. Bill Clements.

White answered “yes” when asked if
he would urge the Legislature to pass a
state law abolishing the fuel adjust-
ment clause.

He said he has received “more than
300 written communiques” from citi-
zens in response to his television adver-
tisements on utility regulation reform,
most supportive.

But White said he received one irate
call from “an analyst in New York who
said that our proposal for an elected
commission is an extreme negative. I'm

glad that even people in New York
know when I said what I said about
utilities, I meant it.”

White said that until he received the
call from Wall Street, “I didn't realize
how frightened they were of the peo-
ple’s having something to say about
utility rates.”

He said the current utility commis-
sion was “catering to the bond analysts
as opposed to worrying about our peo-
ple and our businesses.”

On other topics, White said he sup-
ported stricter controls on the use of
“pen registers,” devices used by detec-
tives to secretly determine when tele-
phone calls are made and to what num-
ber. The devices also can be modified
to allow eavesdropping on the conver-
sation, although that is illegal without a
court order.

White acknowledged he was consid-
ering new ways to raise money to meet

Oil price drop scares world's

By CYNTHIA KASABIAN
and
DAVID DIETZ
Hearst Feature Service

The potential drop in world petro-
leum prices is a frightening prospect
for international bankers and their cli-
ents, who hold billions of dollars in
[OUs from oil-producing countries.

“You can’t be Pollyanna about it,”
says George Salem, a bank analyst at
Prudential-Bache Securities in New
York. “Even people that are relatively
optimistic would recognize that we're
in a situation that reminds a lot of us of
the 1830s.”

U.S. banks today hold more than $400
billion in loans to developing and East-
ern-bloc nations. Many of these nations
are in precarious financial shape, par-
ticularly oil-producing countries suf-
fering from the decline in oil prices
and OPEC's failure last week to agree
on pricing and production.

Mexico — $80 billion in debt — heads
the list of oil-producing borrowers, and
Bank of America, the United States’
largest bank and one of Mexico's big-
gest lenders, currently has about $2.5
billion in loans outstanding to Mexico.
That amount equals about 58 percent
of shareholders’ equity — the portion
of the bank’s assets owned by stock-
holders — according to Salem, but
Robert Heller, Bank of America’s inter-
national economist, views the situation
differently, and says that BofA's loans
to Mexico represent only about 2 per-
cent of its total assets.

Nonetheless, what was once a boom
for banks — lending to developing
countries at relatively high rates — has
turned into a potential bust. To date,
when borrowers such as Poland, Mex-
ico and Brazil haven't been able to
keep up with their loan repayments,
the banks have lent them even more
money and extended payment sched-
ules on existing loans — a short-term
solution to a long-term problem.

Because of the international bankers’
accommodation of their troubled bor-
rowers, Heller says, “For the next year
or two, the problem is well under con-
trol, barring a major international
upset like a total collapse in the oil
price.” Most analysts discount a sharp
fall, generally defined as $6 or more in
the current price for benchmark Ara-
bian crude of $34 a barrel.

But if a major price drop does come,

Vaughn Montes, an economist with the
Mexican Project at Wharton Economic
Forecasting Associates in Philadelphia,
says Mexico will be forced to accelerate

a fiscal austerity program undertaken

last year in order to obtain emergency

loans from the International Monetary
. Fund.

According to Mexican government
figures, every $1 drop in the price of oil
costs the country $547.5 million in reve-
nue a year. For months, Mexico has
been charging less than OPEC coun-
tries for oil. And Mexican output is up,
with Montes placing average daily

his legislative goals and softened his
previous “no new taxes” position. He
declined to give specifics, saying
details would be revealed later this
month when he presents his proposed
budget to legislators.

“We will make specific recommenda-
tions when we finalize our budget.
Hopefully we won't need a new tax or
an increase in fees. To the extent we
do, we will then discuss that matter,”
White said. “At this time we're looking
at how we can use available revenues
to accomplish our goals.”

Asked about the possibility of financ-
ing highway construction with bonds,
White said, “The Texas Turnpike
Authority did it — that's not anything
new or innovative.

“When | took this job I didn't say I
was going to be a rubber stamp of what
went before,” he said. “I'm going to
bring new ideas into this job."

bankers

exports in the last two months of 1962
between 1.7 million and 1.8 million bar-
rels per day. The prevailing average
had been 1.6 million.

Venezuela is another country seek-
ing new terms on its loans. With $28
billion in debts, Venezuela has bor-
rowed more than all the other OPEC
nations combined and is currently try-
ing to renegotiate its debt with its
American, European and Japanese
lenders. Approximately $3.8 billion in
principal is due by April, but one US.

expert said that Venezuela would be
lucky if it is able to reschedule half of

it by then.

If a price collapse triggers an eco-
nomic crisis, analysts say an interna-
tional resgue effort would go imnto
effect. A likely solution, says Heller, is
that the U.S. Federal Reserve and other
banks around the world — all of which
have the power to control the supply of
money and act as the lender of last
resort — would pump money into the

system.

Analyst says oil prices will stabilize

By TIM MILLER
Our Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — World oil prices
will not collapse as many have pre-
dicted, but will stabilize near the cur-
rent $34-a-barrel price, according to
Washington petroleum analyst Adam
Sieminski.

A combination of economic growth
and shrinking oil inventories will result
in increased demand for oil and thus
prop up prices, contends Sieminski, an

FORT WORTH, Texas (AP) — Law-
yers for grounded Braniff Interna-
tional, some competing airlines, and
the federal government continue their
arguments today over whether Braniff
should be allowed to complete a deal
with Pacific Southwest Airlines.

U.S. District Judge Eldon Mahon
began Thursday reviewing a
bankruptcy court ruling that approved
the proposed agreement between Bran-
iff and PSA.

PSA wants to use 30 Braniff planes,
200 landing slots and 2,000 former
employees to start a Texas division
based at the Dallas-Fort Worth
Regional Airport.

U.S. Bankruptcy Judge John Flowers
ruled Monday that PSA was entitled to
take over Braniff’s old slots, but the
Federal Aviation Administration con-
tends Flowers is usurping its authority.

Braniff attorney David Bonderman
said federal law authorizes bankruptcy

WANT ADS WORK

® with investor on 4,000 ocres, 40
north of Dallas-Ft. Worth airport

| subdivide into 10-20-30 ocre “‘mini-
resell. Will pay investor 10% interest by
profit of $1,250,000.

analyst with the Washington Analysis
Corp., a subsidiary of Prudential-Bache
Securities Inc.

The press has been rife recently with
rumors that the inability of OPEC
nations to agree on oil price and pro-
duction levels will cause oil prices to
collapse to the $22-10-827 range. The
reports are fueled by hints that Saudi
Arabia, the biggest OPEC producer,
will increase production and lower its
price $4 per galion.

Sieminski thinks the Saudi threats

Braniff hearings continue

courts to overrule regulatory agencies
issuing rulings that harm the assets of
an estate. Braniff claims the slots are
part of its assets.

The FAA created the airline landing
slots after the 1981 air traffic control-
lers’ strike to limit traffic at the
nation’s airports. The FAA at one time
allowed the slots to be sold, but does no
longer.

The agency has distributed more
than 350 of Braniff's 411 slots to other
airlines.

U.S. Justice Department attorney
William White told Mahon that giving
PSA the landing rights would disrupt
airline service, but Bonderman said the
slot transfer would not cause any more
problems than if Braniff asked for the
slots back for its own use.

White said the FAA has determined
the proposed Braniff-PSA deal is a
“total liquidation™ of Braniff and the
sale of its slots — rather than a true
reorganization.

Totol cost
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are a “bargaining ploy” to force other
OPEC nations to agree on price and
production levels.

Sieminski is not deterred by the
announcement Tuesday that several
major U.S. oil producers will cut a dol-
lar from the price they are willing to
pay for a barrel of oil.

“l don't see demand getting a lot
worse, in fact | see it getting better,” he
said. “So why does everyone feel we
have to have this dizzy downward spi-
ral to $25.”

Sieminski thinks the prices have
nearly bottomed out for several rea-
sons.

— Because of the mild winter, oil
demand didn't surge this year. Thus
the market won't be buffeted by the
normal spring slump. Sieminski said
OPEC production had been expected to
increase by 3 million barrels per day
this winter, but instead remained
fixed.

— Violation of OPEC output controls
has probably peaked. “Cheaters” like
Nigeria and Lybia probably have
brought output to the level they need,

and Iran has probably increased pro-

duction as much as possible, Sieminski
argues.

TO PUT THE
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— Free-world industrialized nations
will soon reach the bottom of their oil
inventories and will be forced to buy
substantial amounts of oil, Sieminski
says. Free-world nations broke with
past practices last year and drew down
their inventories at a rate of nearly 3
million barrels of oil a day to reduce
the costs of carrying the oil and to wait
for anticipated reductions in oil prices.

— The expected combination of
world economic growth and lowered
oil prices in 1983 should lead to
increased demand for oil.

— The United States and other oil-
consuming industrial nations will try to
discourage sharp oil price drops
because of the harmful effects of such
cuts on international banking arrange-
ments and tax collections.

— Qil prices can only drop if the spot
oil market collapses or if the Saudi gov-
ernment decides to raise production or
cut prices, Sieminski said. He contends
that continued firm demand for oil will
keep spot markets strong, and argues
that the Saudis will not be aggressive
enough to cut prices.

Sieminski is president of the
National Association of Petroleum
Investment Analysts.

“YOU AND YOUR INCOME TAX"
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Balancing act

A “Pac Man" lunch pail and folder provided just
the right amount of balance for Brian Quiroz, 6, as he
walks along a .brick fence on his way home from

ocal / lifestyle

school Thursday. The balancing act took place at
Moore Park near Bowie Elementary School.
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Hearings examine
textbook selection

AUSTIN (AP) — The process by which Texas — and possibly the nation
— chooses what textbooks its children will study comes under scrutiny today
as the State Board of Education begins three days of hearings that may result
in changes in the system.

The board is scheduled to hear opening statements from its members today,
about 60 public witnesses Saturday, and consider recommendations for changes
in the adoption process Sunday.

Publishers say that Texas, as the nation’s biggest textbook market, can dictate
the contents of texts nationwide, since publishers cannot afford to put out one
edition of a book for Texas and one for the rest of the country.

Complaints about the process have focused on the annual hearings, where
only protesters — not supporters — of books proposed for sale to Texas public
schools are allowed to testify.

If they want to sell a book to Texas, publishers can be asked to change it so
it will conform with the state’s Textbook Proclamation, a set of guidelines
by which the books are judged.

At the 1982 hearings, one science teacher complained a Texas requirement that
books teach evolution as theory, not fact, had set back the teaching of science
nationwide.

The evolution-as-theory caveat was put into the proclamation in 1974 after
the board received a letter requesting it from Norma and Mel Gabler, a con-
servative Longview couple who have been protesting textbooks for 21 years.

The Gablers’ most often complain, though, about books that do not sup-
port “traditional family values” or which call for class discussion. The Gablers
maintain that students should be taught facts, and that classroom discussion
invades students’ privacy and subjects them to peer pressure. .

The Gablers testify around the country, not just in Texas, and have a full-time
staff of eight, plus volunteers who help read the hundreds of books up for
adoption each year.

They, as well as many other groups and individuals, present their protests
before a 15-member Textbook Selection Committee of teachers and school
officials that meets each year to recommend to the state board which books to
put on the schools’ approved shopping list. Publishers are allowed to respond
to specific criticisms raised in the testimony.

The state's 1983 shopping list is expected to mean about $60 million to
publishers.

Last year, the Texas selection process and the Gablers were challenged by
People for the American Way, a liberal, anti-censorship group founded by tele-
vision sit-com producer Norman Lear. PFAW, a national organization, opened
a Texas office specifically to launch a campaign to change the state’s text-
book selection process. .

PFAW contends the Gablers are managing to censor textbooks sold nationwide.
The Gablers say they are merely exercising their right and insist they do not
“keep score.”

‘?ffpthe Gablers and their allies continue to have an impact on publishers,
the Texas State Textbook Committee and the Texas State Board of Educa-
tion, their philosophy ultimately may affect the analytical and problem-solv-
ing skills of school children across the country,” concluded a report released
earlier this week by PFAW.

PFAW has targeted changing the adoption process so textbook defenders
can combat the Gablers and other conservative protesters at the hearings.

The group was allowed in 1982 to submit general written comments for
the hearing record, but was not allowed to testify. If the board does not
wmmmmmmmempnw,wnwmmmm-
islative action. A bill that would open up-the hearings already has been intro-

duced. |
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JACKSONVILLE, Fla. (AP) — The
government's case against Jamiel A.
“Jimmy” Chagra goes to a federal jury
today for deliberations on his guilt or
innocence in the 1979 assassination of a
U.S. district judge in Texas. -

Attorneys gave their closing argu-
ments Thursday after three weeks of
testimony from 87 government wit-
nesses and two defense witnesses in
the federal murder trial, moved to
Jacksonville because of extensive pub-
licity about the case in San Antonio.

Chagra, 39, is charged with murder,
conspiracy to commit murder, conspir-
acy to obstruct justice and conspiracy
to import marijuana as a result of an
investigation into the murder of US.
District Judge John H. Wood Jr. of San
Antonio.

He is accused of paying Charles V.
Harrelson $250,000 to murder “Maxi-
mum John” Wood to eliminate him
from a 1979 narcotics case which even-
tually led to a 30-year prison sentence
for Chagra.

Harrelson already has been con-
victed of firing the rifle shot which
struck Wood in the back outside his
San Antonio townhouse on May 29,
1979.

IN HIS FINAL argument, prosecu-
tor John Emerson told the jury that
Chagra's fear that Wood would give
him a life sentence for narcotics trai-
ficking, coupled with his fear of losing
a lifestyle of “abounding wealth,”
caused him to contract Harrelson to
kill the judge.

“His solutions to his problems was
nothing more than an absolute assault
on our system of justice, an act of ter-
rorism against the system and Judge
Wood,” Emerson said.

Defense attorney Oscar Goodman,
who contended that Harrelson had
extorted money from Chagra after
threatening to implicate him in Wood’s
death, countered that it was incredible
that Chagra would have ordered
Wood's assassination.

Evidence showed, Goodman said,
that Chagra's attorneys were five years
apart from prosecutors in arranging a
plea-bargain sentence — a difference
of 10 years vs. 15 years.

Chagra knew, Goodman said, that
whatever the sentence for narcotics
charges he would have the chance for
a parole.

GOODMAN ATTACKED the credi
bility of government witnesses who tes-
tified under immunity from prosecu-
tion. He ridiculed the testimony of a
San Antonio taxi driver who said he
took 2 man resembling Harrelson to
the judge’s condominium complex the
night before the murder, but who
didn't come forward for more than a
Staff Phete by Cody Bell year.

The defense attorney said Chagra's
conversations with his brother and
wife, tape-recorded by the FBI and
introduced as evidence, proved noth-
ing. In some of the tapes, Goodman

Sculptor learns importance of timing

By GEORGIA TEMPLE
Entertainment Writer
What does the infamous J.R. Ewing have in common with sculptor Ran-
dolph Franklin?
Timing. Both were in the right place at precisely the right time. It's
almost that simple.
Almost.
The story is familiar. He had been working professionally at his craft, in
this case sculpting, for 12 years. After spending a number of years teaching
art in the Tulsa public schools, he became the resident artist for the

school system. - ‘ y
“The work 1 was doing was primarily bronzes in the traditional sense,

Randolph Franklin said in an interview. He visited Midland Thursday.
Franklin's works, executed in a signed limited edition series, will be on
permanent display and for sale at the newly opened Merry Heart’s Trunk
Shop, 2215 N. Midland Drive.

“Eighteen-eighty to 1920 was the period of time I chose because it's one
of my favorite periods in American history. The first series I did was on the
leisures and occupations of children, Americana. From there I moved
toward doing a series of bronzes on the early days of the oil industry.”

It was this change which was to open success’ door for Franklin.

The timber cable rig, a replica of those used “all over Texas around the
turn of the century up until about 1920,” Randolph was to place in a gal-
lery at the Dallas Trade Mart for the July Gift Show changed his life and
career. This particular work, 18 inches high and made of American wainut,
with brass fittings set on a piece of black Georgian gold marble, was
noticed almost immediately.

“About an hour after it was set in, the international buyer for Walt Dis-
ney World, Epcot Center, Orlando, Fla., came in and saw the piece,” Frank-
lin said. Laughing, he added, “To put it very bluntly, he said he had looked
all over the world for it and he should have known to come to Dallas.”

Epcot Center purchased the piece and put it on permanent display in
its energy pavilion. .

That was not the only break Franklin was to have that day. The second
one was to bring him into J.R.'s world.

“That very same day, | met some people from Lorimar Productions who
do the ‘Dallas’ television series, and they purchased one of the rigs for J.R.
Ewing's office.”

The rest reads like the proverbial overnight success story.

“When those two things happened it generated a great deal of publicity
for me because we are talking about Epcot Center and the ‘Dallas’ television
show,” Franklin said.

“Walt Disney World and all of Walt Disney’s whole world goes way back a
long time ago and it was quite an honor for me to have a piece of my work
selected for permanent display. ‘Dallas’ is a very popular program. It's
watched by millions each week. J.R. has become kind of a part of the
American folklore,” Frankin said.

“The resulting publicity caught the eye of many people; locally, oil people.
To put it simply,” Franklin said with a somewhat ironic laugh, “you know,
the old overnight success story. I've been sculpting a long, long time,
scratching out a living and all of a sudden my whole world was turned

around.”
Larry Hagman fans know that J.R. represented for Hagman in the late

"70s, as Mickey Mouse did for Disney in 1928, his golden opportunity. Thus
far Franklin's cable timber rig has, in less than a year, turned into a nine-
piece series of different types of early day oil field equipment. Currently,
Franklin is working on a 30-piece series on the life of Jesus.

Of the turnaround in his career, Franklin said, “I've heard for years
about being in the right place at the right time. Now I know what that
means. It is true, success breeds success; and, unfortunately, failure breeds
failure.” Pausing, he added, “There is nothing that succeeds like success.”

] . . =
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Jury to begin deliberations
on Chagra’s guilt, innocence

Jamiel A. “Jimmy” Chagra, right, is charged with murder, conspiracy
to commit murder, conspiracy to obstruct justice and conspiracy to
import marijuana as a result of an investigation into the murder of
U.S. District Judge John H. Wood Jr., left, of San Antonio.

noted, Chagra made incriminating
statements but in others denied knowl-
edge of Wood's murder and questioned
if Harrelson had anything to do with it.

Goodman questioned the motives of
the prosecution’s star witness, Jerry
Ray James, a habitual criminal who
turned informant and taped his Lea-
venworth Penitentiary conversations
with Chagra for the promise of $250,000
reward and parole from a life sen-
tence.

“Does that give him incentive to
make up anything, to create any con-
versation?” Goodman asked.

GOODMAN SAID justice would be
served by Chagra’s acquittal.

“l submit to you that the ultimate
tribute you can pay to the honorable
John H. Wood Jr..would be to return
a verdict of not guilty,” he told the
jury.

In rebuttal, co-prosecutor Ray Jahn
reviewed more tapes, including one in
which Chagra said: “If I get indicted I'll
be convicted, unless I can fabricate
some story that Charlie did it..that he
knew (Chagra's brother) Lee..that he
blackmailed me, scared me.”

“An acquittal,” Jahn said, “would be
nothing more than a travesty.”

Chagra was named Feb. 26, 1879 in a
fiveccount indictment in the Western
District of Texas alleging he was head
of a multi-million dollar marijuana and
cocaine smuggling operation.

Chagra was from El Paso, where his
brothers Joseph and Lee were promi
nent defense attorneys. Lee Chagra
had been murdered in his office in late

1978.

AT THE TIME of the indictment,
Jimmy Chagra was living in Las Vegas.

Witnesses testified that he gambled
hundreds of thousands of dollars in
casinos.

Chagra's defense attorneys in the

narcotics case claimed Wood was pre-
judiced against the Chagras because
Lee's and Joe’s practice as defense
attorneys often put them at odds with a
favored prosecutor, James Kerr, whom
Chagra claimed “consorted” with
Wood to get convictions and heavy sen-
tences for defendants.

Chagra claimed he could not get a

fair trial before Wood and asked him
to withdraw from the case, but Wood
refused. An appelate court upheld

Wood's decision to remain as presiding
judge.

Harrelson, 44, had been released

from a Texas prison in 1978 after serv-
ing part of a sentence for murder for
hire.

TESTIMONY SHOWED he went to
Las Vegas in the spring of 1979, where
he met with Chagra at the Binion's
Horseshoe World Series of Poker.

The prosecution claimed that is
when the conspiracy to murder Wood
was hatched.

After a 12-week trial in San Antonio,
Harrelson was convicted of murder,
conspiracy to commit murder and con-
spiracy to obstruct justice.

His wife, Jo Ann, was convicted of
conspiracy to obstruct justice, and Cha-
gra’s wife, Elizabeth, was convicted of °
both conspiracy counts. Harrelson and
the two women are to be sentenced
March 8.

Joe Chagra, 36, pleaded guilty to
murder conspiracy and was sentenced
Dec. 21 to 10 years in a plea bargain
agreement in which he would not have
to testify against his brother.

Staft Phote by Paul Gllbert

Sculptor Randolph Franklin demonstrates the working parts of
this edition of his timber cable rig, the same sculpture which sits on
J.R.'s desk in the television series “Dallas.” Franklin, who studied art
at the Instituto de Allende in Mexico, sold this particular work to
Lorimar Productions and Epcot Center at Walt Disney World in

Fla,, last July. All of Franklin’s works are completed in signed lim-

ited editions. |
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in the Golf Course Road Church of
Christ. Additional services will be at
3:30 p.m. Saturday at the Winnsboro
Chmhotmmmnexﬂoyt}ot
Grapevine officiating. Burial will be in
Hopewell Cemetery at Winnsboro.
Local arrangements are being handied
by Newnie W. Ellis Funeral Home.

Mrs. Thompson was born Sept. 7,
1907, in Dimmitt County, and spent her
early life'on a ranch in that county,
She attended school in Uvalde. She met
and married O.W. Thompson, who
worked 8s a county agent for the state,
in San Antonio in 1932. They later
moved to Floresville, Gonzales, Bryan,
Longview, Sulphur Springs, Winnsboro
and Hemphill. After Thompson's death
in 1963, Mrs. Thompson returned to
Winnsboro. She moved in 1974 to Mid-
land. She was a member of the Church
of Christ.

Survivers include a son, James Webb
Thompson of Houston; three daugh-
ters, Mrs. Jerry (Betty) Grainger of
Daingerfield, Mrs. Del (Sandra) Nett of
Des Moines, lowa, and Mrs. Tommy
(Barbara) Tompkins of Midland; three
sisters, Vera Warren of Tyler, Mildred
Shaw of Beaumont and Mrs. Johnny
(Vernell) Jacobs of Beaumont; 10
grandchildren; two great-grandchil-
dren; eight nieces and 11 nephews.

Pat Knox

Pat Knox, 46, of 4626 Thomason
Drive died Wednesday afternoon.

Services were to be at 1:30 p.m. today
in Kelview Heights Baptist Church
with the Rev. Bill Skaggs, associate
minister, officiating. Burial was to be
in Resthaven Memorial Park, directed
by Newnie W. Ellis Funeral Home.

Mrs. Knox was born Sept. 19, 1836, in
Mount Carmel, Ill. She was raised there
and moved 23 years ago to Pecos. In
1969, she moved to Midland. Mrs. Knox
had owned and operated Knox Real-
tors. At the time of her death, she was
associated with Don Harvey Realtors.
She was a member of Kelview Heights
Baptist Church.

Survivors include her husband,
Robert P. Knox Sr. of Midland; a son,
Bobbie Knox of Midland; a daughter,

Sharon Oliver of Midland; her parents,

Mr. and Mrs. Calvin Birkla of Pecos;
four brothers, George Birkla of Mon-
tana, Clyde Birkla of Silver City, N.M.,
and Stanley Birkla and Paul Birkla,
both of Pecos; four sisters, Regina
Helmers of Monahans, Barbara Gay of
Midland, Juanita Hill of Conroe and

AnnaBelle West of Spring; and two

grandchildren.

Unie Kelly Grant

Unie Kelly Grant, 82, of Ralls, father
of Mrs. Gomer (Nelda) Alsup of Mid-
land, died Monday in a Lubbock hospi-
tal.

Services were held Wednesday at
Carter-Adams Funeral Home chapel.
Burial was in Ralls Cemetery.

He was born Sept. 4, 1900, in Scurry
County and married Lela May Bishop
Dec. 8, 1923, in Snyder. They moved to
Ralls in 1944

Other survivors include two sons and
a granddaughter.

Bennie Thomason

BIG SPRING — Services for Bennie -
Willard Thomason, 56, of Big Spring
wﬂhu!m&tﬂ'dl*yltthamuey
Pickle Rosewood Chapel. Graveside
services will follow at noon in the Cal-
vary Cemetery in San Angelo.

He died Wednesday.

Thommnwm.lulym 1926. He
was married to Ellen Oct. 9,
1943, in San Angelo. He ed to Glas-
scock County in 1970. He served in the
Army in 1941, during World War II and
the Korean Conflict. He retired from
the service in 1960 as a master sergeant
after 28 years of military service. He
worked for Glasscock County as a fore-
man. He was commander of the Ameri-

can Legion Post 355, quarter master

. adjutant of VFW Post 2013 of Big

Spring, past commander DVA Chapter
47 and member of the Voituer No. 1529
of the 40 and 8. He was the Adjutant of
Region 1 of the DVA, a member of the
Garden City Lawn Club, and a member
of the Baptist Church.

Survivors include his wife, Ellen
Thomason of Garden City; a son, Ben-
nie Wayne Thomason of San Angelo;
four daughters, Mrs. Ronald (Desdie)
Smith of Mallory, N.Y.; Mrs. Dwayne
(Jackie) Clanton of Waco, Mrs. James
(Anna) Thomason of Big Spring and
Mrs. Jimmy (Cindy) Baker of Garden
City; his mother, Stella Gray of Garden
City; a brother, Jackie Thomason of Big
Spring; a sister, Mrs. Alvin (Jean)
Atnipp of San Angelo; 17 grandchil-
dren and three great-grandchildren.

Anthony E. Curry

SAN ANGELO — Services for Anth-
ony E. “Tony” Curry, 26, of San Angelo,
grandson of Mr. and Mrs. W.H. Moore
of Midland, will be at 11 a.m. Saturday
in Johnson's Funeral Home chapel with
the Rev. Neal Brillhart, pastor of the
Baptist Temple, officiating. Burial will
be in Lawnhaven Memorial Gardens.

Curry died Thursday morning in a
San Angelo hospital.

He was born Nov. 25, 1956, in Bryan.
He was an operator for Jet Oilwell
Services. He was married to Wanda
Wolfe June 1, 1981, in San Angelo.

Other survivors include his wife, a
daughter, a son, his parents, three
brothers, a sister and his paternal
grandmother.

Pallbearers will be William Galindo,
Steve Neimann, Scooter Holland,
Ronny McHenry, Bob Bruns, Ray Bra-
zile, Steve Edwards and Jack Edwards.

Margaret H. Adam

Graveside services for Margaret
Haynie Adam, 27, of Midland will be at
11 am. Saturday in Resthaven North
Memorial Park with the Rev. Ed Car-
son, pastor of the First Baptist Church
of Stanton, officiating. Services are

under the direction of Gilbreath

Funeral Home of Stanton.

Mrs. Adam died Thursday in a San
Angelo hospital after a lengthy illness.

She was born June 16, 1855, in San
Francisco. She moved to Stanton in
1968.

Survivors include her husband, Tim-
othy Adam of Midland; her parents,
Mr. and Mrs. S.E. Haynie of Lomax;
four brothers, Paul McHenry and
Howard Haynie, both of Midland, Tavis
Haynie of Lubbock and John Haynie of
Lomax; and her grandmother, C.A.
Breneman of Grover City, Calif.

Dispute between broadcasters

results in program cancellations

DALLAS (AP) — A dis
pute between a subscrip-
tion television service and
a Dallas-area television
station has resulted in the
cancellation of some adult
programming.

Officials of ON TV, the
subscription company,
call the action “censor-
ship,” but their counter-
parts at KTXA, the
Arlington-based station
that carries ON TV pro-
gramming, say the adult
features are “not in the
public interest.”

ON TV officials also
contend the dispute cen-
ters around the com-
pany's desire to extend its
programming hours.

KTXA and ON TV
already have been to state
district court in Fort
Worth and the station's
right to cancel programs
was upheld late last year.
ON TV has filed an
appeal, which is pending.

In the same case, ON
TV won a court order

requiring KTXA to pro-
ﬂde more air time for the
subscription service.

The movie “The Plea-
sure Palace” was canceled
earlier this week, and the
adult soap opera “A New
Day in Eden” and “Por-
trait of a Seduction” were
pulled from the schedule
Thursday night.

KTXA objects to pro-
grams that are “basically
a series of sex scenes with
only the most minimal
narrative,” sald Bart
Wulff, a station attorney.

Under its contract with
ON TV, KTXA has the
right to monitor program-
ming and "‘as a
licensee...is charged by
the FCC (Federal Commu-
nications Commission)
with ensuring that all pro-
grams transmitted over
the air on its frequency
are suitable and in the
public interest,” station
spokesman Ed Prince
said.

But ON TV officials said |
the controversy involves |
its right to expand its
broadcast hours on the
station, according to a

day.

“Channel 21 does not
wish any of its existing
commercial time to be

preempted by an expan-

gsion of ON TV hours,” the
statement said.

ON TV is one of two
subscription television
services in the Dallas-Fort
Worth area. The other
company, VEU, now
offers its subscribers a
minimum of 90 hours of
programming a week, a
third more than ON TV.
Officials of ON TV have
previously noted the
necessity of acquiring
additional hours.
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Judge Vann Culp, far left, swears in members of the Midland County
Appraisal Review Board in a ceremony Thursday. Members, continuing
from left, are Carl “Hoot” Leonard, Sara Newsom, Jim Rhotenberry Jr,
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Staff Phote by Panl Gilbert

Jack Mogle and Ed Vogler. The board in June and July will review
contested appraised values set by the chief appraiser for tax pur-
poses. Culp is presiding judge of Midland’s 238th State District Court.

Pope calls Senate’s bluff, wins approval

AUSTIN (AP) — Jack Pope has called the Senate’s bluff in a political card
game and, with Gov. Mark White as his ace in the hole, won approval as chief

justice of the Texas Supreme Court.

Senators who seemed dead set against the lame-duck appointment of Pope
voted 292 to confirm him Thursday, after White said Pope was a “very outstaad-

ing public servant and outstanding jurist.”

“I always felt that we were right, and because of that I always felt that every-

thing would come out all right,”

Pope told a reporter.

He had bristied at the suggestion that 14 Democratic senators might reject his
appointment, once stating “if I go out, I'm going to go down in flames.™

The controversy arose not over Pope’s qualifications or party affiliation —
Democrat — but over the fact that former Gov. Bill Clements, a Republican,
appointed Pope after Clements lost to Democrat White in the Nov. 2 election.

The appointment filled the vacancy created when former Chief Justice Joe
Greenhill resigned Oct. 25 to practice law here.

A Nov. 8 letter signed by the 14 senators said they were “committed to take

HOUSTON (AP) — Former CIA agent
Edwin Wilson tried to sell atomic mate-
rial to Libya to “make millions and
retire for life,” according to testimony
from the final witness at Wilson’'s
explosives smuggling trial.

At the end of testimony Thursday,
US. District Judge Ross Sterling told
the jury they would receive the case
today. The defense rested its case ear
lier Thursday after calling only three
witnesses.

The final witness, John Heath, testi
fied for the prosecution. The former
Army mutitions -expert, a one-time
associate of Wilson's, testified that Wil-
son and a Belgium weapons dealer
tried to sell the Libyans some fission-
able material and plans for a nuclear

reactor.
- Heath said Wilson was motivated by

BIRTHS

MIDLAND MEMORIAL HOSPITAL
Jan. 31, 1983

Mr. and Mrs. Larry Patrick Smith,
2912 Roosevelt Drive, a girl.

Mr. and Mrs. Danny Mack Farr, 905
NE 1st Place, Andrews, a boy.

Mr. and Mrs. Victor Subia Gonzales,
1400 S. Fisher St., a boy.

Mr. and Mrs. Salvador Carrillo
Amparan, 1402 Marshall St., a girl.

Mr. and Mrs. Neal Christopher Mar-
tinez, Route 4 Union Jack No. 30, a girl.

Mr. and Mrs. Tom Larry Johnson Jr.,
1200 N. Lee No. 1, Odessa, a girl

Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Steven Hall,
Route 1 Box 90X, a girl.

Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Andrew
Moore, 4411 Versailles Drive, a boy.
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2304C. North Big Spring
699-7927

a desire for money. He quoted Wilson
as saying, “If we were able to pull off
this deal we would make millions and
retire for life.”

Heath was recalled to the stand after
a defense witness testified that Wilson
helped to smuggle to the United States
a Libyan plan for an atomic bomb.

The defense witness, Wilson's former
secretary Roberta Barnes, said Wilson
had the bomb plans turned over to US.
authorities in Washington.

Heath confirmed Wilson wanted to
pass the nuclear information to Wash-
ington, but he said Wilson planned to
send them to Sen. Barry Goldwater, R-
Ariz., and Vice President George Bush
“in an attempt to solve his legal prob-
lems.”

Wilson is charged with smuggling
42,470 pounds of the plastic explosive
C4 from Houston to Libya in October

Feb. 1, 1983
Mr. and Mrs. Torivio Franco Duran,
1202 E. Maple Ave., a boy.
Mr. and Mrs. Franklin Grant Hut-
chinson III, 3700 Stanolind Ave., a girl.
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Lance Beal, 2408
Faulkner Drive B3, a girl.
Mr. and Mrs. Lorenzo Hernandez, 906
E. Kentucky Ave., a girl.
Mr. and Mrs. Rudoilfo R. Valdez, 504
Brownwood Drive, a boy.
Mr. and Mrs. Graham Michael Bevel,
2602 Spartan Drive, a boy.
Mr. and Mrs. Roger Shain Dugan,
3603 Travis Ave., a girl
Mr. and Mrs. Hang Chhoung Quach,
2210 W. Washington Ave., a girl.
Mr. and Mrs. Ross Edward Sorge,

Joseph G. Rhode, M.D., F.A.A.F.P.

and

Carolyn C. Rhode, M.D., F.A.AF.P.

My
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every step” to make sure White, and not Clements, got to appoint the new

chief justice.

Nevertheless, Pope, 68, refused to promise he would retire before the 1984
primary elections, presumably so another Democrat such as former Attorney
General John Hill would have an easier race for the job.

“He’s running a bluff on the Senate and these 14 senators, and now we’ll
see who calls his bluff,” Brooks said during the negotiations.

Thursday, only Brooks and Sen. Craig Washington, D-Houston, opposed Pope's
appointment. Washington said no senator really knew if Pope was White's first

choice.

The other 12 senators voted to confirm the 18-year member of the high
court, with several stating the letter had achieved the desired result with
Clements’ appointment of the “highly qualified and competent” Pope.

White also said the letter had “served its purpose well,” and Pope acknow-
ledged “the letter was a factor in my selection for the appointment.”

Wilson wanted millions for selling atomic material

1977. He is named on two other indict-
ments in Washington and was con-
victed in November of an arms smug-
gling charge.

Defense attorneys Herald P.
Fahringer and Marian Rosen con-
tended Wilson was a CIA “deep cover”
spy in Libya at the time of the explo
sives shipment.

They attempted to call what they
said were "“CIA experts” to support,
their theory, but only two of these wit-
nesses, Ms. Barnes and Air Force Maj.
Gen. Richard Secord, were heard by
the jury.

Sterling listened to testimony from
two other witnesses, but did not permit
them to appear before the jury.

Secord, now deputy assistant Secre-
tary of Defense for the Near East and
South Asia, said he met Wilson in

P.O. Box 80081, a girl.

Mr. and Mrs. Monty Gale Rogers, 1106
NW 4th, Andrews, a boy.

Feb. 2, 1983
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Burke Mezger,
Route 1 Box 144-L, a boy.

Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Louis Trous-
dale, 3329 W. Wadley Ave. No. 68, a
girl.

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Walton Laub
I11. Route 3 Box 700 No. 100, a boy.

Mr. and Mrs. Archie Clayton

Bohanon Jr., 2200 S. Lamesa Road Lot
20, a boy.
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Tehran in 1976 and witnessed Wilson
associating with a senior CIA officer in
Iran. At a meeting several years later
in Brussels, Secord said Wilson talked
to him about military aircraft in Libya.

Two other men, Edward Bloom, 74,
of Pomona, Calif., and Donald
Thresher, 41, of Houston, were indicted
with Wilson on the explosives smug-
gling charge, but have been granted
separate trials.

Wilson, convicted in November in
Alexandria, Va., of smuggling four pis-
tols and an-M-16 rifle to Libya, has been
sentenced to 15 years in prison and
fined $200,000.

He also faces trials in Washington on
charges of smuggling explosives to
Libya and on charges of conspiring
unsuccessfully to assassinate a Libyan
dissident.

Mr. and Mrs. Steven Douglas Mad-

den, 1009 W. Louisiana Ave., a boy.

Dr. and Mrs. Robert Shelton Viney,
1427 Lanham St., a boy.

Mr. and Mrs. Carter Hudson Mona-
han, 1900 W. Loop 250 South, a boy.

Mr. and Mrs. Juan Daniel Baeza, 1103
E. Hickory Ave., a girl.

Mr. and Mrs. Mario Manuel Castillo,
312 E. Cottonwood Ave., a boy.

Linda Kay Saddler, 1809 Morgan
Way, a girl.

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Wayne

Schuelke, Star Route Stanton, Stanton,

a boy.
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