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Economy advances at close Disposal flrm faces

growth recorded in first half

Daily 50¢, Sunday $1.25

Closed for holiday

City, county and state offices will
be closed Friday. Federal offices also
will be closed Friday, although the
U.S. Postal Service will remain open
with deliveries as usual. On Satur-
day, the post office will be closed.
Banks will generally close at noon
on Friday with with some having ex-
tended hours on Thursday.

Equal status

CAPE TOWN, South Africa —
Defying shouts of “Treason!” and
threats of war from rightists, the
white-run Parliament approved a con-

stitution Wednesday giving whites
and blacks equal status in South Afri-

ca for the first time /6A
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-1Clinton denies charges

Allegations dominate interviews

“We have not done anything wrong,” the
president told The Associated Press. It was his

B Troopers stand by story they
hrelped Clinton meet women,

booked hotel rooms for liaisons.

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President Clinton de-

nounced allegations Wednesday that he

his security detail while governor of Arkansas
“They’re
he said of the

to help arrange extramarital affairs.
outrageous and they're not so,"
accusations.

[irst public comment on charges by two Arkan-
sas state troopers that they helped Clinton
meet women, booked hote! rooms for liaisons

and sneaked a woman into the governor’s man-

used
allegations became public.

sion after he was elected president.

He denied that he tried to buy the silence of
one trooper by offering him a job before the
“The allegations
on abuse of the state or the federal positions I

Please see INTERVIEW/4A
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Brian Adamcik/ Reporter-Telegram

Kelsey Smith, 10, slid head first down a slope at Grafa Park on Wednesday. Related photo/1B

Cold front dumps under inch of snow in Midland

By Katherine Poteet
Staff Writer

It came too early to be a white
Christmas, but a Canadian cold {ront
gave the Permian Basin a few, briel
hours of snow this holiday season.

The cold front blew into the area
about 2:40 a.m. Wednesday on the
heels of a Pacific cold front that
brought a steady drizzle of rain and
chilly temperatures on Tuesday. The
front dumped just under an inch of
snow in about a seven hour period that
began at 3:25 a.m., said a National
Weather Service spokesman. The
snow lasted until about noon, when the

sun finally broke through and quickly
began melting the precipitation.

The snow was gone by Wednesday
evening, but an anticipated overnight
freeze had forgcasters warning about
possible ice patches later in the eve-
ning and early Thursday morning.

The early morning snowfall didn’t
cause any major accidents in the area.
Midland recorded five minor accidents
between midnight and noon, while
Odessa recorded about eight, includ-
ing a hit and run in which a vehicle col-
lided with a light pole and then drove
off.

The Department of Public Safety re-
ported 16 accidents, all minor, in the

Number of flu cases jumps this

year in Midland,

By Michael Kashgarian
Staff Writer

The number of reported flu cases
this year in Texas has already sur-
passed last year’s count. Meanwhile,
a sharp increase in the flu and other
flu-like illnesses have been noted in
Midland recently.

Locally, in comparison to last
year, “‘we’re seeing more and hear-
ing more about these types of (flu)
symptoms,”’ said Monette Burke,

across lIexas

health administrator for the Midland
Health Department.

That observation has been found
true across Texas as well.

The Texas Department of Health
in Austin had 155,568 reported flu
cases last year compared to 215,509
so far this year, officials said.

Local officials and health-care pro-
fessionals have noted a jump in flu
cases in the last one to four weeks.

A Midland Memorial Hospital

Please see SICK/4A

area.

No precipitation was in the forecast
through the Christmas holidays, but
the colder temperatures are expected
to continue through tomorrow. Christ-
mas Day will reach into the 50s and
Sunday could climb to 65, the NWS
spokesman said. The lows will contin-
ue to dip into the 20s.

Today will be mostly sunny with a
high in the mid to upper 40s with south-
west winds at 5-15 mph, becoming
north to northeast at 10-20 mph. To-
night should be partly cloudy with a
low between 20-25.

Thursday should be mostly sunny
with a high between 45-50.

Peggy Derheim of Robbinsdale, Minn,,

President

terview with
reporters

sas news-
papers in the
Roosevelt
Room of the
White
House.

AP Laserphoto

Jackson breaks
nis silence: ‘| am
totally innocent’

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Reclusive su-
perstar Michael Jackson fought back
Wednesday against child molestation
allegations, and described a court-or-
dered body search as ‘‘the most humili-
ating ordeal of my life.”

1 am totally innocent of any wrong-
doing and I know these terrible allega-
tions will all be proven false,” Jackson
said in a live four-minute message tele-
vised worldwide from his’ Neverland
Ranch in Santa Barbara County.

“Don’t treat me like a criminal be-
cause I am innocent."”
Jackson,
who previous-
ly hadn’t
been seen in
public since
he returned
to Southern
California
this month,
confirmed
for the [irst
time he was
forced to un-
dergo the
body search
by criminal
investiga-
tors. He
called it ““de-
humanizing,
They served
a search war- Michael Jackson speaks
rant on me in a televised Interview

that allowed to deny allegations.

them to view
and photograph my body, including my
penis, my buttocks, my lower torso,
thighs and any other areas that they
uﬂnled he said in a quavering voice.
“It was the most humiliating ordeal
of my life — one that no person should
ever have to suffer.

“And even after expesiencing the in-
dignity of this search, the parties in-
volved were still not satisfied and want-
ed to take even more
Jackson said in his most forceful re-
marks since he was accused of molest-
ing a 13-year-old boy. |

The boy had given police a detailed
description of the entertainer’s private

Please see DENY/4A

has been dreaming of a most special
Christmas, one that would fill her stocking
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Officials say

Palestinian

gunmen kill 2 in West Bank

BEITUNIYA, Qccupied 'q
Bank (AP) — Palestinian gun-
men riddled a passing car with
bullets Wednesday, killing two
Israeli men in an attack that in-
tensified right-wing calls for an
end to talks with the PLO.

"Again we see that this peace:
iIsn't peace. It i§ costing vic-
tims,” sald Moshe Nissim, a
parliament member from the
opposition right-wing Likud
bloc.

The Islamic Resistance Move-
ment, or Hamas, claimed re-
sponsibility for the shooting In
the Palestinian village ol Bei-
tuniya, 10 miles north of Jerusa-
lem, and threatened more
attacks.

Brig. Shaul Mefaz, a West
Bank military commander,
said a Hamas leaflet was found
at the scene and soldiers were
searching for the assailants.

The victims were identified
by Israel radio as Meir Medelo-
vich, 33, a father of eight and
Elivahu Levine, 25, a father of a
l-year-old girl. Both men were
Orthodox Jews from the pre-
dominantly religious Tel Aviv
suburb, Bnei Brak.

The attack, the first on an Is-
raeli since Dec. 12, could com-
plicate Israeli-Palestinian talks
on implementing the PLO-Isra-
el accord on self-rule in the oc-
cupied territories. The two
sides held secretive talks
Wednesday in  Versailles,
France.

“There is no doubt this is an
attempt to torpedo agreement
at the last minute,” said Avra-
ham Poraz, a legislator from
the dovish Meretz bloc.

Under the accord, Israel was
supposed to start withdrawing
its troops from the Gaza Strip
and Jericho in the West Bank on
Dec. 13. But differences over
control of border posts, police
cooperation and the size of Jeri-
cho have delayed the plan.

The head of the governing La-
bor party, Nissim Zvili, met
with *Yasser Arafat at PLO
headq.nneu in Tunis, Tunisia.
Zvili told Israel radio the P10

ichjef “took the report of the at-

tack very hard” and sad
speedy progress in the talks
would weaken terrorists.

Afif Safiya, the PLO envoy to
Britain, told Israel television he
regretted the violence that has
killed 16 Israelis and 45 Pales-
tinians since the accord was
signed Sept. 13,

“I personally believe that ev-
ery victim is one victim too
many,’’ said Safiya, who is vis-
iting Jerusalem to celebrate
Christmas with his family.

Foreign Minister Shimon
Peres said from France the kill-
ing underlines the urgent need
to reach an agreement.

“A loss of time is a boost to
the terrorists while an agree-
ment is a blow to them,” Peres
said.

In the Israeli parliament, the
Likud and three other opposi-
tion parties introduced no-confi-
dence motions that will likely
be voted on next week, but
stand little chance of toppling
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin.

Settler leaders, who are right-
wing, called on Rabin to cancel
the accord and resign.

They orgonized nearly 70
demonstrations throughout the
country and said they planned
additional protests at the homes
of goveriment ministers and in
front of PLO headQuarters in
east Jerusalem. They also
pledged to privately patrol
roads in the occupied
territories.

In Bnei Brak, mourners burnt
tires and trash on the central
street, but no violence was
reported.

Anti-government protests
were held in Jerusalem and
near Tel Aviv.
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Floods kill 4,
German news
media say

BERLIN (AP) — The mighty
Rhine River overflowed its banks
after three days of pounding rains
Wednesday, flooding Cologne's old
town and parts of Bonn and Ko
blenz. Farther south, waters of the
raging Neckar River engulfed
Heidelberg.

Four people were killed, includ-
ing one in Belgium, German news
media said.

U.S. soldiers stationed in Ger-
many joined rescue crews in Bad
Kreuznach and other cities.

Christmas shopping was sharply
curtailed in dozens of cities in
southern and southwestern Ger-
many, with stores and offices
closed. Adding to the gloom, Ger-
man insurance companies said
their policies generally exclude
flood damage.

In flooded areas, small boats
cruised inundated streets, and fire-
fighters rescued people trapped at
home and ferried food to those who
refused to leave.

German emergency crews
checked hastily erected dikes and
other barriers, hoping to hold back
some of the nation’s worst flooding
in decades.

Weather forecasters predicted
more rain and snow.

The floods stretched from Trier,
near the border with Luxembourg,
to Saarbruecken along the French
border and to Regensburg in east-
ern Bavaria.

Federal authorities halted ship-
ping on the Rhine, Europe’s main
north-south commercial water-
way. The closing was expected to
last at least until the weekend.

In Cologne, the Rhine’s brown
waters began pouring Wednesday
night over a steel barrier erected
earlier in the day. Narrow alleys
of the city’s historic center were
inundated.

About 10,000 residents stood on
elevated roadways watching the

spectacle.

Colombian officials fear 80 dead in landslides

BOGOTA, Colombia (AP) —
Landslides across Colombia cut a
major highway and buried dozens
of homes. The death toll could
reach 80, authorities feared.

A la.uslide early Wednesday
covered a stretch of highway be-
tween Colombia’s two biggest cit-
ies, Bogota and Medellin. It fol-
lowed a rainstorm and came as
Christmas holiday travel began.

Television footage showed a 20-
foot-high wall of dirt and boulders
covering the highway. Travelers
had to take an alternate route that
doubles the nermal seven-hour
dri time. The cities are sepa-
rated by 165 miles and two moun-
tain ranges.

Road crews may need six days
to reopen the highway, Omar
Dario Cardona, director of the na-
tional Disaster Prevention Agen-
¢y, said by phone.

That landslide apparently
caused no injuries, but up to 25
people were believed buried by
slides on Tuesday that hit the pro-
vincial capital of Manizales, 100
miles west of Bogota, burying 18
homes, Cardona reported.

Crews with search dogs  and
shovels began work Wednesday af-
ternoon to search for bodies under
the tons of rock and earth, Car-
dona said.

Two looters were buried by a lat-
er slide, the newspaper El Tiempo
said.

Manizales, a city of 400,000 in Co-
lombia’s coffee-growing region, is
prone to slides because it was built
along a mountain ridge, with
streets plunging and rising
through neighborhoods of Spanish
colonial homes and modern office
buildings.

Neighborhood residents had

complained in recent weeks that
the area became unstable during
rains, according to the TV news
program ‘24 Hours.”

Residents of Dabeiba, 140 miles
north of Manizales, pressed their
search for bodies from a mudslide
Friday that killed at least 42 peo-
ple, destroyed about 30 homes and
damaged scores more.

Cardona, who returned to Bogo-
ta after visiting the disaster area
Tuesday with two government
ministers, said 13 others were
missing and presumed dead.

Heavy rains caused the slides in
Dabeiba, which lies in an lush agri-
cultural zone on the western range
of the Andes.

Red Cross official Orlando Rol-
dan said the disaster left 652
townspeople homeless.

Bethlehem tries to celebrate Christmas

By Clyde Haberman
N.Y. Times News Service

B , Israeli-Occupied
West — Norway, [ront-run-
per in the Middle East for 1993
Country of the Year if they were to
invent such an award, had a 50-
foot fir that it wanted to give to
Bethlehem as a Christmas tree.

symbeolism was pretty

Norway had brokered what is
widely, if inaptly, heralded as the

ce agreement between
Palestine Liberation Orga-
and Bethlehem,
biblical birthplace of

al to this tale,
Christmas is
town
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commercialism. In Bethlehem,
Christmas means politics, a link-
age that has grown steadily stron-
ger over the last six years of the
Palestinian uprising known in Ara-
bic as the intifada.

Under intifada rules, the holiday
has had a deliberate hangdog look
here, with no lights or parties or
grand parades, to make the point
that celebrating is out of the ques-
tion under Israeli occupation.

On Christmas Eve, the dreari-
ness is deepened by the ubiquitous
presence of Israeli soldiers, stand-
ing guard and forcing everyone
who enters Manger Square to pass
through metal detectors.

Israel’'s fear is basic: all the
Jewish state needs is to have 100
Christian pilgrims blown apart by
terrorist bomb at Christmas.
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stringing lights across the square,
festooning trees with ornaments
and in general putting on a happier
face for the 10,000 or more pil-
grims expected to flock to Bethle-
hem on Friday night, Christmas
Eve.

In his wood-paneled office, open-
ing some of the thousands of
Christmas cards he has received,
Freij, who is Greek Orthodox, pre-
dicted that next year will be even
brighter. He plans to buy 100,000
bulbs shaped like candles and to
fill the square with them.

It is hard, though, to escape the
feeling that Christmas in Bethle-
hem has been commandeered by
the PLO, especially the main-
stream Fatah faction of Yasser
Arafat.

A religious holiday? Not really,
says Nafez al-Rifai, a Muslim who
heads the Fatah office here.

“It's a Palestinian national holi-
day,” he said, coffee under
8% " sign stretched
across City Hall. “We consider the
Christ to be the first Palestinian

martyr. |
Rifai laughed in a way that sug-
gested his is not to be tak-
en too seri . But the PLO is
business about
Christmas 1993 into a na-

event.
It did so this week by raising the
ian flag on the steps of
City Hall for the first time and an-
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A FEW WORDS ABOUT
MINOR
EMERGENCIES.

When life’s unexpected twists and turns knock you
for a loop, come to Midland Memorial Hospital's
Urgent Care Center.
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Equipped to treat a variety of minor emergencies
such as simple fractures and lacerations,
headaches, colds, flu, sprains and strains, the
Urgent Care Center can provide prompt,
professional medical care on a walk-in basis. With
on-site lab and X-ray facilities, you'll be accurately
diagnosed, treated and referred to a local
physician for follow-up, if needed.

SO next time your life experiences a sudden jolt or
a quick slip, don't panic. Just remember these very
important words about minor emergencies — the
Urgent Care Center.

MAJOR CARE
FOR MINOR EMERGENCIES

,, 686-3121
200 Andrews Highway
In The Abell-Hanger Medical Pavilion
One Block South Of The Hospital
No Appointment Necessary
8:00 am. to 8:00 p m. Monday-Friday
800am to500pm Saturday

"ol ig pm.to 5:00 pm. Sunday
: ]




X

o R .

-+ - ——

WE WON'T BE UNDERSOLD...

OUR LOW PRICES ARE GUARANTEED N WRITING ¥ YOU

FIND THAT YOU CAN PURCHASE THE IDENTICAL ITEM FOR
LESS ANYWHERE ELSE WITHIN 30 DAYS AFTER PURCHASE

ANYFLACE N THE AREA. WE LL REFUND THE DIFFERENCE

INTEREST
FOR ONE

FREE 12 MONTHS FINANCING * NO INTEREST OR CARRYING CHARGES
FOR ONE YEAR WITH A MINIMUM PURCHASE OF $300 FOR QUALIFIED
CUSTOMERS « MONTHLY PAYMENTS REQUIRED «SOME FINANCE
COMPANIES MAY REQUIRE A 24 MONTH CONTRACT AND TOTAL
CONTRACT INCLUDES INTEREST CHARGES. ACCOUNTS MUST BE PAID
OFF AT THE END OF 12 MONTHS.
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SHARP HQ VHS
SLIMCAM CAMCORDER
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One Touch Full Auto. System, Auto.
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Special Effects, Sports & Portrait
Modes, 8-Speed Shutter, Full Auto.
Shooting Functions

MAGNAVOX 27"
STEREO COLOR
MONITOR/RECEIVER
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PROGRAMMING & ON-
SCREEN DISPLAYS
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14-DAY TIMER
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PANASONIC VHS 4-HEAD

VCR W/REMOTE,
ON-SCREEN DISPLAY AND

1-MO., 8-PROGRAM TIMER

Program Director Remote, Al
Channel Auto. Set, 181-Channel
Cable Compatible Tuner.
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W/15-MINUTE TIMER
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| MICROWAVE W/CLOCK, ||
i 'r TURNTABLE, DEFROST

TIMER/STAND
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W/REMOTE, SLEEP
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Light snow was scattered from the northern Rockies to New England
on Wednesday, and snow and rain stretched across the South. |

At midday, snow showers were scattered over the northern Rockies,
the upper Missouri Valley, the northern Plains, the upper hall of the
Mississippi Valley, the Great Lakes, the Ohio Valley, the northern Appa-
lachians and northern New England.

Trucks jackknifed and cars collided in a chain-reaction wreck on an
icy section of Interstate 75 near Lima, Ohio. At least 10 people were
injured and a five-mile stretch of the highway was closed.

A winter storm watch was in effect through early today over Wyo-
ming’s Big Horn Mountains, the National Weather Service said.

Snow and rain were scattered from northeastern Texas across the
South and Tennessee Valley into northern Georgia and the Carolinas.

In Mississippi, snow accumulations between one-half inch and 1 inch
already were reported by late afternoon near Magee and Hazlehurst.

Highway departments and utilities across the South got crews and
equipment ready in case of heavy snow or ice. Utilities in North Carolina
were still working to restore service to customers who lost power during
Tuesday’s heavy snow.

Winter storm watches were in effect overnight over the northern third
of Georgia, northwestern South Carolina and western North Carolina.

Snow was falling on parts of Georgia by late afternoon, and 4 inches of
snow was possibly by early today over the northern third of the state.

There were no reports of heavy rainfall during the six hours up to 1
p.m. EST.

Snowfall amounts during the same six hours included one inch at Abi-
lene. Texas: Dubuque, lowa: Erie, Pa.: Kalispell, Mont. and Midland,
Texas.

Wednesday morning’s low for the Lower 48 states was minus 15 at
West Yellowstone, Mont.

Temperatures around the 48 states at 3 p.m. EST ranged from minus 4
at Devils Lake, N.D., to 78 at Miami.

""'"r;""-"'hl-n-

STATE
Snow showers moved across North Texas and parts of Central Texas
at midday Wednesday as a cold front that was expected to bring bitter
Christmas temperatures pushed its way across the state.
Thick showers of large white snow flakes fell from Wichita Falls
through Fort Worth, Dallas into the Hill Country and across East Texas

as the front squeezed the moisture from the air.
The snow. however, melted as soon as it hit the ground and all but the
eastern sections of North Texas were under sunny skies by late

afternoon |
were in the mid 30s to the lower 40s. Northerly winds

Afternoon highs
| breezed across the region with speeds mainly at 10 to 20 miles an hour.
! Gusts to near 25 miles an hour were noted in the south central sections.

The forecast for North Texas called for clear to partly cloudy skies
today with highs from 41 to 44 and lows from 24 to 30,
In West Texas skies were sunny everywhere but the Concho Valley and
the Edwards Plateau, where they were mostly cloudy.
Highs were in the 30s and 40s and winds were from the north or north-
west at 5 to 15 mph with occasional gusts to 21 mph in the South Plains.
The forecast for West Texas called for light snow or snow flurries in
the Panhandle today, partly cloudy skies over the South Plains and most-
ly sunny skies elsewhere.
Highs today will range from the mid 30s in the Panhandle to the mid
50s in the Edwards Plateau. Lows will range from the teens to the upper

The cold front also had meved into the Hill Country and into south
Central Texas late this afternoon,

The forc. ast for South Texas called for partly cloudy skies today with
lows in the 20s and 30s in the Hill Country to the 50s in the Valley. Highs
will be in the 40s anc 50s.

Midland statistics
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GIFT: Shoppers pack gun stores for holiday

!From 1A)

Industry insiders attribute the
rush, beyond the usual search for

crime and a dread of gun contrel.

“1 have heard that sales are
through the roof,” said Michael
Saporito, a senior vice president of
RSR Wholesale Guns Inc., one of
the nation’s largest distributors of
firearms. '‘It's been probably the
best year the f(irearms industry
has experienced in at least the last
20 years.

Bob Lesmeister, manager of the
National Association of Federally
Licensed Firearms Dealers, esti-
mated holiday gun sales will be up
more than 100 percent over last
year.

Those assessments were corrob-
orated by visits to a sampling of
[irearms superstores across the
country, from Maine to southern
California. At store after store,
business was bustling.

More than a thousand customers
a day have been flocking into Tur-
ner’'s OQutdoorsman in Signal Hill,
Calif., a gritty industry town sur-
rounded entirely by the city of
Long Beach.

“I shop here all the time,”’ said
Tom Black, a gun collector who
was there Tuesday night with his
wife, son and daughter. ““Tonight,
I'm looking for some last-minute

INTERVIEW: Clinton denies troopers’

(From 1A)

have — it’s not true,”’ Clinton said.
“That absolutely did not hap-
pen,”’ Clinton said firmly.
Questions about the troopers’ al-
legations dominated three sepa-
rate interviews Clinton conducted
as year-end assessments with re-
porters from news agencies, radio
networks and the Arkansas media.
“It’s a painful thing, especially
at holiday time,” the president
said. At times, he seemed uncom-
fortable talking about the charges.
In his interview with AP Broad-
cast and other radio networks, the
president was asked directly, by
Peter Maer of Mutual-NBC Radio,
““So none of this ever happened?”
“I have nothing else to say,”
Clinton said. Groping for words
from his chair in the Cabinet
Room, he hesitated and then con-
tinued: ‘‘We ... we did, if, the,
the, I, I, the stories are just as
they have be~n said. They're out-
rageous and they're not so.”
In Little Rock, troopers Roger
Perry and Larry Patterson also
met with reporters, and they stood

&
I have heard that sales are through the
the perfect holiday gift, to a fearof FOOf. It's been probably the best year the

things. "’
Black was interrupted by his 5-

vear-old daughter, Megan, who

wanted a slingshot. "“Please, Dad-
dy,"” she said begging. Her mother
intervened. ‘‘Honey, there's one in
the garage.”

Handguns have been selling
briskly at Turner’s this December.
Among the best sellers are a
Browning Buckmark .22-caliber
automatic and a Beretta 92FS dou-
ble-action 9mm.

Not among the listed specials:
the Ruger 9Imm semiautomatic
pistol that Turner’s sold last
spring to Colin Ferguson, who is
accused of killing six people on a
Long Island Rail Road commuter
train iIn New York earlier this
month.

Just as that tragedy aroused gun
control advocates anew, passage
of the Brady Bill — and partial
passage of an omnibus crime bill

by their charges. ““‘I'm telling the
truth,” Patterson said. ‘‘I've told
the complete truth. I have no rea-
son to lie.”’ He said he was willing
to take a lie detector test “‘or any
other test you can come up with,”

although his attorney said
otherwise.
Perry said, “I'm scared to

death. I've never felt so alone in
my life.”” He said he decided to
come forward because ‘I sat and
watched him (Clinton) being pack-
aged, groomed and polished for
this job. I thought the American
people ought to know this man.”

On another controversial mat-
ter, Clinton said he would cooper-
ate with federal investigators if
they want to review a personal file
on his investments in an Arkansas
real estate deal and the deal’s ties
to Madison Guaranty Savings and
Loan. Federal investigators and
congressional officials are looking
into the costly collapse of the S&L
and the owner’s personal and fi-
nancial ties to Clinton.

The file was removed from the
office of White House counsel Vin-

firearms industry has experienced in at
least the last 20 years.’

—Michael Saporito
senior vice president
RSR Wholesale Guns Inc.

— has given an enormous boost to
the [irearms industry.

“When they passed the crime
bill, business went up 10 times,"”
said Ed Nicely, the owner ol Ed’s
Gun Shop in Southern Pines, N.C.

Although separate versions of

the crime bill have passed both
houses of Congress, a final bill
awaits consideration next month.
It is expected to include a ban on
selected military-style assault
weapons. |

That has caused a run on those
weapons, Such as Russian-style
AK-47s, as well as on similar weap-
ons that are not presently included
in the bill, such as SKS semiauto-
matic rifles. Prices have jumped
accordingly.

“On the retail level, they’'re just
astronomical,”” said Saporito, the
gun distributor. “I've seen fire-
arms that 90 days ago would have
sold for $300 now selling for

cent Foster after his suicide and
given to the Clintons’ personal at-
torney, David Kendall.

Clinton said he did not know
what was in the file and that no one
had asked to see the documents.
“But if anyone wants, thinks that
we have some relevant informa-
tion, then obviously we’ll do what
we can to cooperate,”’ he said. Of-
ficials said Justice Department in-
vestigators are interested in re-
viewing the file but declined to say
whether it has been subpoenaed.

On Capitol Hill, Rep. Jim Leach
of Iowa, senior Republican on the
House Banking Committee, urged
Attorney General Janet Reno to
designate a special counsel to in-
vestigate Clinton’s Arkansas
finances.

Clinton refused to discuss the
sexual charges in any detail, say-
ing he did not want to go beyond a
statement issued earlier by advis-
er Bruce Lindsey calling the alle-
gations ‘‘ridiculous.”’

Hillary Rodham Clinton, in an
interview a day earlier, told AP
the accusations were “‘outrageous,

$1,200."

But gun control isn’t the only is-
sue motivating firearms sales.
Fear of crime has surged in the
past year and recently was the No.
1 concern of Americans in a nation-
wide CBS News poll. -

At Ed’s Gun Shop, Capt. Lane
Carter of the Moore County Sher-
iff's Office was buying a .38-cali-
ber pistol as a Christmas present
for his wile.

“She wants one,”’ he said. “‘She
thinks she needs it."

Elsewhere, customers voiced
similar concerns. ‘‘Your ordinary
citizen is starting to feel that po-
lice aren’t able to protect them,”
said Ed Fong, a customer at the
San Francisco Gun Exchange in
downtown San Francisco.

“People are just basically
scared to death,” said Jim Hul-
linger, a firearms dealer who
owns Jim’'s Military Collectibles in
Plano, Texas, an affluent Dallas
suburb. Popular items in his store
this season include the SKS semi-
automatic carbine and the Taurus
Model 85, a snub-nosed, .38-special

handgun.

In Robbinsdale, a suburb of Min-
neapolis, business at Bill's Gun
Shop has been up a modest 10 per-
cent this Christmas, about 50 per-
cent for the entire year, according
to owner Bill Penney.

allegations

terrible stories that people plant

for political and financial
reasons.”’
Declining to respond specifically

on Wednesday, Clinton said, “We
put out a very strong statement
about it and I don’t really have
anything to add to what has been
said in our written statement or
what Hillary said yesterday.”

Asked if he had enemies in Little
Rock who were trying to destroy
him, the president chuckled and
said, “I don’t have anything to say
to add to what’s been said. I think
what I should do is keep working,
doing the best I can at my job. I
just — I have nothing to add to
what’s been said.”

Asked why he didn’t deny all the
allegations in “simple, clear lan-
guage,” the president said, ‘I
think we have cleared it up. ... |
just think it is not appropriate in a
situation like this for me to do
much more than I am doing. What
[ need to do is just keep working at
my job and keep going on. Appar-
ently in the world we live in things

DENY: Jackson fights back in live broadcast

(From 1A)

parts, which could be crucial to
verifying the boy’s claims, sources
close to the case have said.

In February, Jackson told
Oprah Winfrey in a TV interview
that he had a discoloring skin con-
dition known as vitiligo. Jackson’s
condition was diagnosed in 1986 by
Dr. Arnold Klein.

A criminal investigation began
four months ago. No charges have
been filed.

A trial in the civil molestation
case is scheduled for March 21.

Jackson, 35, had not made any
public appearances since he re-
turned to Southern California on
Dec. 10 after canceling his “‘Dan-
gerous’’' concert tour and seeking

treatment in Europe for what he
saild was an addiction to
painkillers.

“There have been many disgust-
Ing statements made recently con-
cerning allegations of improper
conduct on my part. These state-
ments about me are totally false,”
Jackson said.

Jackson’s attorney, Howard
Weitzman, praised the entertainer
for going on the offensive.

“I think it’s great to have a cli-
ent who participates with his law-
yers and shows the world he’s inno-
cent of these charges,”’ Weitzman
said, adding, ‘‘Michael intends to
participate in an aggressive
defense.”

Jackson’s [amily released a
statement of support through

spokesman John McLaughlin:
“The Jackson [amily has always
and will continue to stand by Mi-
chael. They believe in his inno-
cence and are confident that his
dignity and humanity will
prevail.”

Sister LaToya, who said she e-
lieves Jackson has molested clul-
dren, did not immediately issue
any statement.

Attorney Larry Feldman, who
represents the 13-year-old in the
lawsuit, told CNN: I have a very
compelling client who is a young
man who I would love to put on
television and have him look in the
camera like Mr. Jackson did and
have him tell the facts that sup-
port his claim. But that’s not the
appropriate thing to do.”

In his statement, Jackson railed
agazinst sensational media cover-
age of the scandal.

“I will say I am particularly up-
set by the handling of this . . . mat-
ter by the incredible, terrible
mass media,” Jackson said.

“At every opportunity, the me-
dia has dissected and manipulated
these allegations to reach their
own conclusions.

“1 ask all of you to wait to hear
the truth before you label or con-
demn me. Don’t treat me like a
criminal, because I am innocent.”

An hour before Jackson's mes-
sage was read, an intruder at the
Neverland Ranch was arrested by
Santa Barbara County sheriff's
deputies.

SICK: Number of flu cases jumps this year

Erom 1A)

spokeswoman said the hospital’s
Urgent Care Center and mee?en-
cy room have seen a marked in-
crease of flu patients since the
first of the month.

Dr. Dan Kinzie with the First
Care clinic said the Asian influen-
za has been the primary culprit in
patients he’s seen.

“I'd say about 70 percent of my

patients are running (around) with
the flu in the last week and a half,”
he said. “It’s up a lot since last
year. Last year it was negligible
compared to this year.”

A respiratory illness — with
cold-like symptoms — caused by a
bacteria called M asma pneu-
moniae also has affected some
area residents.

“I’'ve seen a definite increase in
the last few days, but that pales in

NEWS DEPARTMENTS

“Name Dropping” (Business)...........687-8874
"Making the Grade” (Education)

comparison to the Asian flu,” Kin-
ﬁe’l‘lsﬂhmll exhibits

y its more
aching, fever and a disabling ef-
fect, while Mycoplasma pneumon-
jae generally produces more
coF and chest distress, he

Kinzie recommends that some-

one experiencing flu or cold-like
symptoms should visit a

physician.

Widlond Reporter-Telegam  ~=~=

688-2700
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“Treatments at home without
the advice of a doctor are likely to
be unsuccessful,”’ he said.

For those trying to avoid the flu
— who don’t currently have the vi-
rus — a vaccine is still available.

“The flu vaccine has been very
effective for the people who have
taken it,” Kinzie said.

Otherwise the best prevention,
Kinzie said: “Don’t mingle in
crowds where it's likely to exist.”

Charles A. Spence Publisher
James E. Servatius Editor
Mario A. Pena
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MOSCOW (AP) — President Bo-
ris Yeltsin promised Wednesday
not to abandon his free-market pol-
icies and blamed discord among

reformers for the upset by ex-

treme nationalists in parliamenta-
ry elections.

In his first major response to the
elections, Yeltsin ended days of
deep concern at home and abroad
that he might alter the reform
course [ollowing the victory of ul-
tranationalists, who have vowed to
dismantle his economic policies.

But Yeltsin told a Kremlin news
conference that ‘‘the limit of the
people’s patience has nearly been
reached’’ after two years of pain-
ful economic reforms.

He said his government would do

more for the poor and unem-

ployed, who have suffered the
most and were vulnerable to “ag-
gressive populist slogans.”’

Yeltsin, smiling frequently, was
upbeat and confident throughout
the hourlong news conference.
broadcast live on national TV from
the meeting hall of the former So-
viet legislature.

The nationalist Liberal Demo-
cratic Party led by Vladimir Zhir-
inovsky won nearly a quarter of
the vote in the Dec. 12 election.

raising fears Yeltsin might seek to

accommodate a dangerous politi-
cal force.

But Yeltsin emphasized Russia’s

economic and foreign policy would

remain the same and said he

Major says
IRA not
serious about
declaration

BELFAST, Northern Ireland
(AP) — British Prime Minister
John Major accused the IRA and
its political supporters Wednesday
of stringing Britain and Ireland
along over whether it will accept a
peace plan.

“Playing the game of saying,
‘Well, I'm not quite sure, I'll ask
another question today and anoth-
er question tomorrow,’ is jJust a de-
laying tactic,”” Major said. “I'm
not playing that game."

Major, on a Christmas visit to
the troubled British province, also
castigated the Irish Republican
Army [or continuing violence. But

Major set no deadline for a re-

sponse to the plan he and Irish
Prime Minister Albert Reynolds
announced Dec. 15.

Leaders of Sinn Fein, the party
that supports the outlawed IRA,
have said they want to talk with
both governments to clarifly provi-
sions of the peace framework an-
nounced Dec. 15.

In- Dublin, Ireland, Reynolds
also rejected calls by Sinn Fein
president Gerry Adams for
clarifications.

Major has said Sinn Fein can en-
ter exploratory talks on the future
of Northern Ireland within three
months of abandoning violence.

“Then the questions Mr. Adams
wants answered will be answer-
ed,”” Major said.

The declaration envisaged the
possibility of a united Ireland, but
said the majority in Northern Ire-
land would have to agree. That
would give a veto on Irish unifica-
tion to pro-British Protestants,
who outnumber Catholic national-
ists in the province.

“The declaration is a statement
of principles, not a basis for nego-
tiation,”” Reynolds said at the start
of a debate in the Irish Senate on
the plan. “The next stage of negoti-
ations can only come after peace
has first been established.”

Major, trying to reassure Prot-
estants, reiterated there would be
no amnesties for IRA guerrillas
jailed for shooting and bombings,
and said police would continue pur-
suing suspects.

Reynolds, however, suggested in
an interview Sunday that amnes-
ties might be considered.

At Belfast City Hall, Major was
heckled by members of the Rev.
lan Paisley’s Democratic Unionist
Party, a Protestant party which
has rejected the declaration.

“Why are you allowing the IRA
to come to the table without giving
up their arms?”’ DUP member Ni-

gel Dodds shouted at Major.

British officials have said they
didn't expect the IRA to hand over
its weapons as a condition for
opening talks, though they say
that will be demanded later.

A formal response from Sinn
Fein and the IRA is not expected
until January. Sinn Fein has
called in the past for talks without
conditions — meaning no cease-
fire by the IRA.

Meanwhile, The Irish Times of
Dublin reported Wednesday that
President Clinton has slgnaled @

to permit Adams to

willingness
vigit the United States if the peace

- e - = - &=

would serve out his term as presi-
dent, which expires in June 1996.

In Washington, President Clin-
ton said Wednesday that Zhirin-
ovsky's strong showing makes his
own trip to Moscow next month
even more crucial to bolster Yelt-
sin. He said he has no plans to

meet with Zhirinovsky.

Clinton is scheduled to meet with
Yeltsin Jan. 12-15.

Clinton said he talked to Yeltsin
in @ “rather lengthy’’ phone call
Wednesday morning and Yeltsin
was "‘very upbeat and eager to get
to work with the ...
ment and pretty confident that the

work of economic reform and de-

mocracy would continue.”’
Yeltsin told the Kremlin news

conference that Economics Minis-

ter Yegor Gaidar, the architect of
the reforms, will stay in office.
"“That means that the course he is
following will continue,” the presi-
dent declared.

Yeltsin will be able to pursue re-
forms despite parliamentary oppo-
sition because the new constitution
— approved in the same election
— gives him sweeping powers.

Yeltsin said the election results
were not a tragedy for Russia.

“Throughout the election cam-

paign, wide use was made of dem-

agoguery, preaching of primitive
nationalism, outright lies and even
dangerous provocations,” he said.

“Unfortunately, a substantial part
of the electorate is still too trusting
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Yeltsin promises to continue reform policies

of reckless promises."

Without naming names, Yeltsin
criticized the reformers, who split
into numerous political blocs l'dlh
er than uniting in one party to fight
lhe opposition.

“Discord among the democratic
forces played a fatal part,”’ he
said.

Yeltsin already has fired a num
ber of officials, including reform-
ers, and dissolved the powerful Se-
curity Ministry, the domestic
intelligence agency, for failing to
predict = dangerous political
currents. 5

A further government shakeup
is likely, Yeltsin said.

Work was under way in the mili-
tary, which voted heavily for Zhir-
inovsky and the Communists, to
explain the reforms and counter
nationalist tendencies among the
troops, Yeltsin said.

Drawing a personal lesson from
the elections, Yeltsin said he
planned to create a single, “‘presi-
dential’’ political party to advance
his cause. He did not openly back
any party during the campaign.

Yeltsin devoted much time to a
discussion of Russia’'s new consti-
tution, which he said was the ‘“bul-
wark of stability today.”

Voters ““‘were unanimous in one
thing: Russia needs strong rule,
Russia needs order,” he said.
“People are irate at the amor-
phous character of government,
they are tired of inconsistency and
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contradictory decisions. They are
outraged at the growing crime
rate. The constitution enables us
to create order by legal means.”

Yeltsin's ultranationalist and
Communist opponents may have
won as many as two-thirds of the
450 seats in the State Duma, the
lower house ol parliament.

Results in the upper house, the
Federation Council, are not yet
clear. The Central Election Com-
mission said at least 40 members
of the old, hard-line parliament
that Yeltsin dissolved in Septem-
ber will be in the upper house.

The new parliament convenes
Jan, 11.

Yeltsin expressed confidence the
democrats in the new parliament
would unite and he ruled out any
kind of coalition government with
ultranationalists or Communists.

But Yeltsin said he would work
with all factions in the new parlia-
ment that uphold the constitution,
and would wait to see whether
Zhirinovsky  becomes  more
moderate.

Yeltsin said Zhirinovsky’s rise
could be attributed to “‘wounded
national feelings, dislocation, poor
living conditions,’’ similar to those
in Germany .n the 1930s.

Some senior officials, including
Gaidar, have labeled Zhirinovsky
a fascist and called for a broad
“‘anti-fascist coalition,”” possibly
including Communists.
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Serbs, Croats pound | |
government troops | |

SARAJEVO, Bosnia-Herzego-
vina (AP) — Serbs and Croals
pounded government troops
throughout battered Bosnia just
hours before a Christmas truce
was to take effect Wednesday.

Serb gunners on the hills ring-
ing Sarajevo lobbed an estimat-
ed 1,800 shells onto the capital
in the heaviest shelling in two

months. One person was killed,
Bosnian radio reported without
elaboration.

In central Bosnia, Croats
fired more than 3,000 shells at
Gornji Vakuf, a town that has
been contested by the two sides
for months, Bosnian radio said.
[t gave no casualty figures. Oth-
er fighting killed three people,
according to the radio.

Talks were continuing
Wednesday in Brussels, Bel-
gium, but %0 progress was
reported.

Serbs surrounding Sarajevo
have often hammered the city
harder than usual just before a
cease-fire was to take effect or
at the advent of new rounds of
peace talks in an apparent ef-
fort to pressure the
government.

Casualties were apparently
kept low Wednesday by the issu-
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ing of a government alert warn-
ing residents of the capital to
stay indoors.

U.N. officials also reported
increasing harrassment of U.N.
aid convoys by Serbs and sug-
gested it too was meant to pres- i
sure the Bosnian government. }

Elsewhere, heavy [ighting *'
and shelling was reported be- i
tween the government and
Serbs around Vitez in central
Bosnia and Mostar in the south-
west. Two people were killed in
Mostar, Bosnian radio said.

It said one person was killed
and six wounded in the shelling
of Maglaj in central bosnia, and
Serbs attacked several loca-
tions north of Sarajevo.

Despite the shelling, Cmdr.
Idesbald Van Biesebroeck, a
U.N. spokesman, said he was
still optimistic the Christmas
truce, effective at midnight
Wednesday, would work. Sever-
al cease-fires have been signed
and immediately violated dur-
ing the Bosnian war.

Van Biesebroeck also said
that a Croat convoy came under
fire on its way out of Croat terri-
tory in central Bosnia, and one
person was killed and one was
wounded. He had no further
details.
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PAGE 6A

CAPE TOWN, South Africa
(AP) — Delying shouts of
“Treason' "’ and threats of war
from rightists, the white-run
Parliament approved a constitu-
tion Wednesday giving whites
and blacks equal status in South
Africa for the first ime.

The historic road map o a
new South Africa, endorsed by
the African National Congress,
passed by an overwhelming
vote of 23745. It was probably
the last seating of a Parliament
that excludes the black major-
ity and gives Asian and mixed-
race lawmakers little power.

The document will result In
self-government for blacks for
the first time in South African
history, and promises protec-
tion of individual and minority
rights. The country’s first elec-
tion open to all races is set for
April 27.

Pro-ANC lawmakers at the
emotional session shouted “‘Vi-
va'" and “Amandla” (“'Power
is ours’’) and lifted their fists in
a jubilant salute. Flushed mem-
bers of the right-wing Conserva-
tive Party, sputtering In rage,
denounced as traitors all those
who voted “ves.” Some white
rightists shouted ““Treason!”

About half of those in the pub-
lic gallery also stood up in pro-
test, and police had to hustle off
one young white protester who
showered President F.W. de
Klerk with epithets from the gal-
lery. Most in the gallery were
white.

Despite four vears of “‘at-

tacks, curses and insults’’ since
he began the process of disman-
tling apartheid in 1990, de Klerk
said Wednesday: ‘I am now
more convinced than ever that I
have made the right choice.”

“There is no better way to
avert the threat of left-wing and
right-wing radicalism, from
communism or Nazism, than to
do it democratically at the poll-
ing booths,” he said.

The new constitution replaces
a system that for generations
denied the black majority the

quarters in Johannesburg. Man-
dela was en route to a Christ-
mas vacation in the Bahamas.

The parliament to be elected
in April can make some changes
in the constitution. However, ac-
cording to an agreement
reached among political parties
in November, its basic tenets
are to be kept intact and protect-
ed by a powerful new Constitu-
tional Court. The ANC is expect-
ed to win the April vote.

Resolute backing by De
Klerk’s long-ruling National
Party and the ANC, the coun-
try's most powerful political
group, ensured the passage of
the charter worked out during
two years of negotiations.

Those talks began after de
Klerk, acknowledging apartheid
couldn’t work, freed Mandela
from his life prison term in 1990

and legalized black opposition
groups.

Right-wing whites and leaders
of some conservative black
groups condemn the document,
alleging it will resuit in an op-
pressive Communist-aligned
ANC government. They also say
it fails to satisfy the aspirations
of ethnic self-determination of
whites and others.

White dissenters say they will
only feel secure if they attain a
white homeland, while blacks
such as Inkatha Freedom Party
leader Mangosuthu Buthelezi
want preservation of special
powers in some of the black
homelands set up under apart-
heid. This would ensure Buthele-
zi's Zulu-dominated party a
power-base in its KwaZulu
homeland.

The Freedom Alliance, a part-
nership of conservative whites
and blacks, failed to get any
more concessions in last-minute
talks Monday and Tuesday.

But the ANC and government
agreed to take another look at
its demands next month in a fi-
nal bid for an “‘all-inclusive”
settlement, if the Freedom Alli-
ance in exchange will promise
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[ Lawmakers approve | Abolishing secret police could be watershed
historic constitution gt

By Bernard D. Kaplan
R O R eeeeeee—

PARIS — If Boris Yeltsin is serious about
abolishing Russia's secret-police agency, the
Security Ministry, his action would be one of
the most significant developments since the
end of Soviet communism.

The Russian president said Tuesday he is dis-
mantling the ministry — the successor to the
old KGB of the Soviet era — and replacing it
with a new counterintelligence agency directly
under his control.

The acknowledged reason for the security or-
ganization's downfall was its failure to alert
the government to the armed uprising by anti-
Yeltsin parliamentary forces in October. Some
of the ministry’s troops deserted to the rebels’
side.

Yeltin’s decision may also have been influ-
enced by reports of links between ex-KGB offi-
cials, some of whom still hold Security Minis-
try posts, and ultranationalist leader Vladimir
Zhirinovsky.

Zhirinovsky's party, which wants to restore
the Soviet Union, scored impressive gains in
this month’s parliamentary elections. He is
now seen as a threat to Yeltsin's leadership.

However, experts here said the significance
of Yeltsin's security move could transcend
Russia’s current tensions.

[f Yeltsin means what he says, the abolition
of the Security Ministry rings down the curtain
on nearly three centuries of Russian histery.
Since the time of Czar Peter the Great at the
start of the 18th century, Russia has possessed
some kind of secret police.

B Analysis

Communism’s downfall and the disintegra-
tion of the Soviet Union brought about a change
in the secret police’s name and a trimming of
its arbitrary powers to interfere in the lives of
ordinary people.

But according to historian Jacques Spiro,
wover the last two years ‘‘the ministry has con-
ducted a public relations campaign to per-
suade its own citizens and the rest of the world
of its new ‘openness,’ but it retained the struc-
ture and many latent powers belonging to the
KGB. This wasn't surprising since it was
staffed by the same old KGB types.”

Even after several senior KGB officials con-
spired in the ill-fated August 1991 putsch
against then Soviet President Mikhail Gorba-
chev, neither he nor Yeltsin, after he became
leader of an independent Russia, dared to con-
front the secret police organization head on.

Spiro said Yeltsin's move this week ‘‘may be
nothing more than a cosmetic change. It could
be that the traditional Russian concept of the
secret police as one of the pillars of state au-
thority will remain in some other guise.”

But Yeltsin’s statement announcing the min-
istry’s abolition strongly suggested otherwise,
the analyst added.

Yeltsin declared that all previous attempts
to reform the political police had proved ‘‘su-
perficial.”” The system had ‘‘outlived itself,"
he said.

Spiro said that the Russian leader’s decision
“to form what he calls a Federal Counterintel-
ligence Service suggests that he plans some-

thing on the western model, resembling the
FBI or the (French) Department for Internal
Surveillance. Such an agency would possess
nothing like the enormous powers of investiga-
tion and arrest of past Russian police
organizations.”’

Known as the Okhrana in czarist times, the
secret police began the system of infiltrating
Russian society at all levels, using thousands
of informers to root out political dissent. The
czarist police ruled as jailers over vast stretch-
es of Siberia, where political prisoners were
sent into exile. The Soviets continued the same
practices but greatly expanded them.

Within a few weeks of seizing power in 1917,
communist leader Viadimir Lenin re-estab-
lished the secret police as the Cheka (an acro-
nym in Russian standing for State Committee
to Suppress the Counter-Revolution). What in
the czarist era had been an instrument of op-
pression became a tool of mass terror and mur-
der that reached its apogee under Lenin’s suc-
cessor, Joseph Stalin.

It is estimated that during Stalin’s 28-year
dictatorship ending when he died in 1953, at
least 20 million people were executed or died in
the prisons of the secret police, known succes-
i{iaeéy as the Cheka, OGPU, NKVD, MVD and

In later years the KGB’s power fluctuated,
but it remained an integral and key branch of
the Soviet government. Its influence extended
beyond police matters into politics and the run-
ning of the economy. Yuri Andropov, who be-
came Soviet leader in 1982, was a former chief
of the KGB.

‘Lifetime employees’ in Japan get more pink slips

TOKYO (AP) — Like most Japa-
nese white-collar workers, Yasu-
shi Horiguchi wakes up early,
boards a train packed with sleepy
commuters and heads downtown.

Horiguchi's daily destination,
however, is symptomatic of the
worst recession to hit Japan in de-
cades: it's the unemployment
office.

“I've been doing this nearly ev-
ery day for two months,” he said.
“It's pretty tough to find
anything.”

Fired after working two years in
the office of a major industrial
pump manufacturer, Horiguchi,
26, began his career expecting the
guarantee of lifetime employment
usually offered by major Japanese
{irms.

anese companies still try to avoid
layoffs. In the past, that practice
has often obligated them to retain
superfluous workers.

But today, corporations are go-

ing to ridiculous lengths to force
redundant workers out.
In Horiguchi’s case, his bosses

gave him lists of English engineer-

ing terms to memorize under dead-
line, claiming the knowledge was
essential to his job shuffling Japa-
nese-language documents in the
firm’s Tokyo office.

“I was usually able to meet the
deadline, but when the lists got too
long, I couldn’t pass the tests,”
said Horiguchi, a fluent English

One caller, a 5l-year-old man
previously in charge of the mar-
keting section of a major electron-
ics manufacturer, was told to re-
tire or drive a company truck for
two years. Six others received a
similar ultimatum. Only one
agreed to become a truck driver,
said lawyer Makoto Tanaka said.

speaker.

His supervisor told him he had
no choice but to “retire,” he said.

The average Japanese white-col-
lar worker in a major firm, such
as Horiguchi's, starts out at about
250,000 yen per month, or the
equivalent of about $2,270.

Lawyers working on an advice

hot line set up by Nihon Rodo Ben-
godan, a group of lawyers that
takes on labor disputes, recount
similar stories.

Of 256 calls the hot line received
in a recent single-day advice ses-
sion, two-thirds were from men
over 45 years old who were forced
out of their “lifelong’’ jobs.

The others prepared to quit.
Unemployment may be a new
phenomenon for Japanese white-
collar workers, but union organiz-
ers say they are only discovering
what blue collar workers, women
and foreigners at smaller compa-
nies have known all along: that

lifetime employment was limited.

right to vote, hold political of-
fice or have any voice In nation-
al affairs.

“Now, for the first time, the
future holds the promise of a
brighter tomorrow,’”” ANC Pres-
ident Nelson Mandela said in a
statement issued by ANC head-

loyalty to the new system.
““This constitution is a mon-
ster,”” said the leader o[ the pro-
apartheid Conservative Party,
Ferdi Hartzenberg, whose sup-
porters stood at attention and
sang the national anthem, Die
Stem, just before the vete.

Envoy: Sorﬁali

UNITED NATIONS (AP) —
Fighters who terrorized the Soma-
li population before foreign troops
arrived are rearming, raising the
specter of a retarn to civil war and
starvation once the United States
withdraws, a U.N. envoy said
Wednesday .

Clan fighters have been stocking
up on weapons since peace talks in
Ethiopia failed Dec. 12, retired
Adm. Jonathan Howe told a news
conference.

“People are hedging their bets,”
he said. “If worse comes to worst,
then certainly no one wants to be
dominated militarily again and
they will fight to defend their
territory.”

Turf battles have been particu-

. larly fierce in Mogadishu, the So-

i mali capital,

where bands of

. young fighters roam the streets on
| trucks equipped with machine
- guns.

Howe called on other nations

. with troops in Somalia to stay until
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sMarch 1995, a year after the U.S.

withdrawal, to give a transitional
government time to begin
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