WT-Int. Crude - $30.83
WTIC Posted - $27.50
Natural Gas - $4.370

Deadlines near

for fall

voting

Mondéy is final day to register
in order to vote in November’s
general election

County Clerk Joan Bunch
reminds Scurry County citi-
zens of two important voting
deadlines over the next few
days.

Bunch said Friday is the last
day to change your address in
order to vote in the correct
precinct in the November gen-
eral elections.

“If someone has moved since
the last time they voted, they
have to let us know what their
new address i1s so they can
vote in the right precinct,” she
said.

The clerk also said Monday
~1s the final day to register to
vote in the November election.

Several local political races
are to be decided, as are state
and national races.

Vying for the County Judge’s
post being vacated by Ricky
Fritz i1s Republican Rod Waller,
ex Snyder mayor, and former
Snyder ISD trustee Janet Strib-
ling, a Democrat.

Two commissioners’ seats
also are on the November bal-
lot.

In Precinct 2, Republican
Robbie Floyd will face off

against Democrat Jerry House
for the seat being vacated by
Roy Idom.

Local merchant and Republi-
can Keith Hackfeld challenges
incumbent Chloanne Lindsey,
a Democrat, in Precinct 4.

For state representative,
Scott Campbell of San Angelo
iIs the Republican nominee
against Democrat Jeri Sloan of
Christoval. The two are seek-
ing the seat being vacated by
Rob Junell.

Longtimeé incumbent U.S.
Rep. Charlie Stenholm, a
Democrat, is challenged by for-
mer Abilene city councilman
Rob Beckham, a Republican.

Early voting begins Oct. 21
and continues through Nov. 1
and the date of the general
election 1s Nov. 5.

Bunch also said now i1s a
good time to request ballots by
mail due to the length of time
required for sending the forms
and receiving them back.

The county clerk’s office 1s
located on the third floor of the
courthouse. Early voting also
will take place on that floor.

Accident results in
$2 million settlement

A S2 million settlement was
reached in 132nd District Court
in September in a lawsuit filed as
a result of a fiery highway acci-
dent last year.

The accident, involving a B &
F Well Servicing vehicle and an
18wheeler carrying S80,000 in
newly-minted pennies, resulted
in the deaths of Isidro Villareal,
595, and Rogelio Martinez, 27.
Both were residents of Snyder
and employees of B&F Well
Serving.

The majority of the S2 million
went to the families and attor-
neys of the deceased victims.

The family of Villareal and
their attorneys received
$845,873.63, while the Martinez
family and their attorneys
received S802,250.

Andres Escareno, 49, who was
a passenger in the pickup and
who sustained injurieS; also
received a settlement. He and his
attorneys received S150,000.

Money awarded to the minor
children of the deceased was
placed in trusts.

B & F Well Servicing and their

attorneys and insurance compa-
ny was awarded S$30,000 for dam-
age to a pickup and trailer.

According to Texas Depart-
ment of Public Safety reports,
Villareal was the driver of a 1993
GMC pickup and Martinez was a
passenger in the vehicle that was
pulling a trailer.

The trailer was struck in the
rear by the tractor-trailer unit

injured and was transported
from the scene by an AeroCare
helicopter.

He spent numerous weeks in
the burn center of University
Medical Center in Lubbock but
is now back in Colorado.

The accident occurred last
Oct. 4 some 10 miles north of

Snyder on U.S. 84.
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DIG IT — Snyder Lady Tigers Kelsi Johnson, left, and Chaelyn Robinson work the court Tues-
day night against the Brownfield Lady Cubs. Snyder swept the match 15-10, 15-5, winning the
second game with a decisive 8-0 run to fimish. (SDN Staff Photo)

Lili heading for Gulf Coast

NEW IBERIA, La. (AP) —
Packing 110 mph wind, Hur-
ricane Lili gained strength
and churned today toward
the Gulf Coast, where resi-
dents braced for the second
major storm in a week.

About 330,000 people in
Texas’ Jefferson and Orange
counties were told to evacu-
ate early today after a tidal
surge of more than 9 feet was
expected to pound the surf.

Evacuations were ordered
today along the low-lying
areas southwest Louisiana.

Coastal residents of
Louisiana also scrambled for
higher ground and barricad-

ed their homes and business-
es, and Louisiana Gov. Mike
Foster declared a state of
emergency, less than a week
after Tropical Storm Isidore
blew through the region. That
storm flooded hundreds of
homes and caused an estimat-
ed S100 million in damage.

“We're as ready as we can
be,” Foster said early today.
“But you're never fully pre-
pared. There’s only so much
you can do.”

Lili, which was expected to
make landfall Thursday,
entered the Gulf of Mexico on
Tuesday as a Category 2 hur-
ricane with wind of 110 mph.

driven by Howard Robert Geller REDHOT—Vehlclelikeﬂns 1934 FordownedbyDawdandJuheSmuﬂ:willbeenteredm

of Westminister, Colo.
Geller also was seriously

ASK US

the Snyder Wheels car show planned Saturday, Oct. 12, in conjunction with the annual White
Buffalo Festival at Scurry County Coliseum. Therelsnoenu'yfeeandmnerswillbechoaen

by those attending the show. (Contributed Photo)

MEET YOUR NEIGHBOR

.asophmnoreatWeﬁem
.TexasCo

time at A-1
Nineteen years

Cassie Callaway...

Condmomng
old, she grad-

uated from Snydgr_ High

School in 2001. Callaway likes
being with her friends. New
interests include hunting and
fishing.

——

Forecasters said 1t could
strengthen to Categorv 3,
with wind up to 130 mph,
today.

Earlier, Lili barreled
through the Caribbean,
killing seven people in
Jamaica and St. Vincent and
driving tens of thousands of

Cubans from their homes.

DCOS board
discusses sale
of Lorber’s

mill facilities

The board of directors of the
Development Corporation of Sny-
der (DCOS) met for about an
hour in closed session Tuesday
afternoon, recessed and contin-
ued the meeting for almost an
hour this morning.

The board was discussing
pending negotiations with a firm
interested In buying the vacant
Lorber Industries of Texas facility
located in the industrial park.

DCOS executive John Delille
said this morning that no action
was taken.

“Basically, we discussed the
parameters for negotiating with
the interested firm,” said DelLille.

The DCOS also had a meeting
scheduled for 4 p.m. Thursday,
but that has been postponed until
Tuesday.

Board vice president Mike
McWilliams presided and mem-
bers present were Dayton Robert-
son and James Brown. Also pres-
ent was Chairman Ementus Roy
Baze. Mark Cypert was absent.

President David Cotton, whose
term expired at the end of Sep-
tember and has asked not to be
reappointed, was absent.

A replacement for Cotton is
pending appointment by Mayor
Francene Noah.

TODAY’S THOUGHT

M |

The police reports printed dur-
ing the course of a month testify
that domestic violence is ram-
pant, even in our town.

After attending training as a
board member of Gateway Fami-
ly Services Monday, we felt com-
pelled to share the good and the
bad of family violence.

The good news: There is help
for victims of family violence

The bad news: Since last Octo-
ber, the police blotter shows
there have been 131 cases of fam-
ily violence. Many incidents go
unreported and their victims
without help, all within our neigh-
borhoods.

Help is offered in Snyder by
Gateway Family Services that
began in 1984, then known as
Noah Project-West. Its purpose is
to reduce the effects of physical,
psychological and sexual abuse
among victims of domestic vio-
lence and sexual assault through
crisis intervention and public
education.

(Gateway 1s located in Snvder,
but also serves Nolan, Fisher,
Mitchell and Kent counties.

Lyndia Allen, executive direc-
tor; Tiffany Rule and Victona
Jimenez, sexual assault victims
advocates; Shari Jamison, case-
worker; and Sherry Autry and
Debra Fletcher, children’s case-
workers, strive to educate citi-
zens that help i1s available. The
staff also is available to give pro-
grams to civic clubs and organi-
zations.

Snyder citizens can be proud
they have a unique facility built in
1998 under the guidance of for-

mer director Dee Wilson, now |

director of Noah Project in Abt-
lene, and project chairman Tom
Holcomb, current out-going pres-
ident and board member.

During the building project,
Denise Brown, sister of Nicole
Brown Simpson, was guest speak-
er at a dinner to raise awareness
of family violence issues. The
facility was then housed in the old
jail on College Ave.

The goals remain unchanged:

* Providing shelter for victims
of family wviolence or sexual
assault, without regard to back-
ground.

* Providing individual and
group counseling for victims and
their families.

* Helping victims regain their
self esteem and remain self-suffi-
cient, self-supporting and improve
their lives by providing quality
service.

* Providing services to batter-
ers, promoting safety for vicims,
and affecting social change lead-
ing to cultural values that prohibit
rather than support abuse within
intimate relationships.

e Preventing or reducing incr
dents of injury to relatives,
friends, neighbors and law
enforcement officers through
community education regarding
family violence and sexual assault
ISSues.

There 1s a 24-hour crisis hot-
ine and wvictim assistance that
includes rape crisis counseling,
providing safe shelter for victims
with counseling and support, and
providing transportation.

A resale shop at 1503 26th St.,
Noah’s Attic, furnishes clothing
for victims with vouchers given to
them when entering the shelter.
Noah'’s Attic is open to the public
on Fridays where items of all
kinds may be purchased. This is
National Domestic Violence

Awareness Month.

Only a coordinated community
effort will put a stop to this

heinous crime. The hotline num-
ber is 1-800-578-8054.
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West Elementary open house

West Elementary will hold an open house from 4-5:30 p.m. today. Six weeks
report cards will be handed out, as well as student awards in the classroom.

Ira First Baptist Church revival

Ira First Baptist Church revival concludes at 7 tonight. Murlyn Keller is the
evangelist.

GED pre-registration and test dates

Mandatory pre-registration for the GED test will be from 9 am. until 2 p.m.
Thursday at the GED testing center, building 7B, WTC. The math segment
begins at 8 a.m. For more information, call Molly Kattes, 573-2919, or Emily

Hataway, 5738511, ext 297, or 574-2112. It is recommended that candidates
receive some preparation before attempting the test.

Snyder Garden Club

The Snyder Garden Club will meet at 4 p.m. Thursday at Maribeth Vestal’s
home at 2901 35th St to plan the flower show in conjunction with the White Buf-
falo Festival.

SHS open house

Snyder High School will have an open house from 5:30-6:30 p.m. Thursday.
Parents may pick up their child’s report card in their second period classroom.
Maps of the school will be available in the foyer.

2003 Tiger Lair

Orders for 2003 Tiger Lair yearbooks will be. taken beginning Thursday at
Snyder High School’s open house. From Thursday through Oct. 11, the book

will cost S40. After that week the price will increase to $45. For more informa-
tion, call 574-6138.

FBC services televised

First Baptist Church services are televised on channel 2 at 3 p.m. each
Thursday.

Support groups

Adult family violence support group and children’s family violence support
group meets at 6:30 p.m. each Monday at Gateway Family Service. For infor-
mation call 573-1822.

Trains and things

Scurry County parks department is looking for loans of model trains and rail-
road-related items to be displayed during White Buffalo Festival. Items are
needed by Monday.

June 2003 tour meeting

A meeting set for 7 p.m. Tuesday in the junior high library will dlscuss plans
for a June 2003 tour. The trip will include wvisits to Washington, D.C., New York
City, Philadelphia and Boston. The trip is open to students, adults and families.
For more information contact Charlotte Clifton at 573-2430 or Darlene Robbins
at 57340795.

Bible study

An introductory meeting for Meyer’s Bible Study, Battlefield of the Mind, is
set for 8:15 a.m. Sunday at Thee Place, 904 26th Street. For more information,
call Dorothy Petersen at 573-7044.

Overtime!

Overtime, featuring games and snacks, will be held Friday, Oct. 11, (after the
Sweetwater game) in the First Baptist Church Family Life Center. Overtime is
for all area junior high and high school students.

Worship workshop

Generation Praise from Dallas will be in Snyder Oct. 11-12 to hold a worship
workshop, including classes on tambourine, streamers, basics of worship,
prophetic worship, and Hebrew and Greek words for praise and worship. It is
sponsored by His Joy Ministries and Word is Life Church. Discounted regis-
tration available before Friday. Call 573-9799 for more information.

MAWC bake, garage sale

Martha Ann Woman'’s Club will hold a bake and garage sale from 8 a.m. until

1 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 12, at the clubhouse, 1600 Martha Ann Blvd.

Relay for Life training

‘Team captains for the 2002 Scurry County Relay for Life are encouraged to
attend a training session from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Oct. 12 at the Ramada Limited
in Plainview. RSVP by calling 806 792-7126.

Retired teachers meeting

Scurry County Retired Teachers Association will meet at noon Monday, Oct.
14, at The Shack. The program will be presented by Sherry Faulkenbery with
Gateway Family Services.

Scurry Cancer Board

The Scurry County Unit of the American Cancer Society is seeking infor-
mation on upcoming events that may be opportunities to provide cancer aware-
ness facts and prevention information to the community. Those interested may
contact president, Terrisu Mann, at 573-1031.

District auxiliary meeting
Cogdell Hospital auxiliary will host the District 6A and 6B of the Texas Asso-

ciation of Hospital Auxiliaries convention Thursday, Oct. 17, at Martha Ann
Woman'’s Club.

Ennis Creek reunion

Ennis Creek reunion will be held Oct. 19 at the home of Chuck and Velma
Lou Lear, 8558 N. Ennis Creek Road. Fofmu'emhmmoncall573-&3350r573-
0478.

WTC Lions Club fundraiser
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Milwaukee neighborhood where man
beaten to death struggles W1th crime

MILWAUKEE (AP) — Enann, punched one of them for throw-

Payne has lived her entire life
around the corner from where a
mob of youths beat a 36-year-old
man to death. She says crime is
common and that she didn’t do
anything when she saw part of
the attack because she thought
mcluldren' were beating an ani-

“I'm not going to say you get
usedtmt,butyoudealwlﬂntand
you have to just move on,” said
Payne, 22.

Residents of the north side
neighborhood were shaken by
the assault but said crime there is
a fact of life.

Police said 16 children struck
Charlie Young Jr. with rakes, milk
crates, bats and boards after he

ing an egg at him. Ten of the

“assailants, ages 10 to 18, are in

custody. Police are seeking six
more.
The severity of the beating left

blood spattered on the ceiling of
Anthony Brown’s porch. Young,
desperately trying to escape the
mob, had scrambled up to
Brown’s house.

Although Young fought his way
inside Brown’s house, the youths
blocked the door and broke win-
dows so they could rush into the
living room and stop Brown from
locking Young safely inside,
police said. The beating then
grew more intense.

“They were poundmg on him
and hollering, saying ‘Hey, let me

use that,” Brown said Tuesday
“It was like a game to them.”

The group continued to pum-
mel Young until police responded
to a neighbor’s 911 call. Young
suffered severe brain injuries and
was declared dead Tuesday,
Froedtert Memorial Lutheran
Hospital spokesman Mark
McLaughlin said.

Although neighbors said the
youths should be harshly pun-
ished, they said they weren’t any
more worried about living in their
neighborhood than usual. Some
already keep their windows
shielded with wooden boards so
children can’t break them.

Four of the attackers — three

13-year-olds and a 15vear-old —
appeared in court Tuesday

Hurricane threat to Texas
delays space shuttle launch

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla.
(AP) — For the first time, a hur-
ricane threat to Texas, and not
Florida, has prompted NASA to
delay a space shot.

Shuttle Atlantis was supposed
to blast off here today and end a
four-month grounding of the
fleet. But NASA did not want to
have the ship in orbit with Hur-
ricane Lili possibly bearing
down on Mission Control in
Houston, and so the launch was
postponed Tuesday by at least
one day.

The mission to deliver another
girder to the international space
station is already six weeks late
because of cracked plumbing
that needed to be repaired.

This is the first time in 41
years of human spaceflight that
a launch has been delayed by the
possibility of bad weather 900
miles away in Houston. Severe

What’s Up moved
to page 2 Tuesday

Beginning Tuesday, What's
Up now appears- on -page 2.
Anyone with items for the col-

umn is encouraged to notify
the SDN the day before. How-
ever, the final deadline is 10

a.m. on the day the item is to
run.

Berry’'s World

ﬂ

tropical weather has postponed
shuttle missions before, but only
when it threatened Florida.

“The hurricane threat is usual-
ly here, it’s not in Houston. We

kind of feel like, been there,
done that,” said NASA
spokesman George Diller. “In a
way, it’s kind of paradoxical to
see this going on in Houston
when it’s usually the cape that
has the problems.” -

If Houston becomes Lili’s tar-
get, NASA would put off the
launch until the hurricane pass-
es. In addition, nearly 30 John-
son Space Center employees In
Cape Canaveral for the launch
would be sent back home to
Houston to prepare for Lili. That
might even include the six astro-
nauts assigned to the mission.

Shutting down Mission Con-
trol and reactivating it 1s a
lengthy, complicated affair. If an
evacuation were ordered, it
would take at least a few days to
bring the Houston control center
back up and Atlantis’ launch
could slip into next week.

Late Tuesday, NASA began
turning-off nonessential systems
in Mission Control and gave the
team there the option of going
home and preparing for the pos-

.sible severe weather.

NASA can run a space shuttle
flight from a launch control room
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at Kennedy Space Center. But it

would be impossible to manage a
space station docking from there

or the three spacewalks planned.

for Atlantis’ mission, shuttle pro-
gram manager Ron Dittemore
said.

Russia’s Mission Control
could take over all space station
monitoring if Houston’s flight
controllers had to leave.

Atlantis will deliver a 45-foot-
long, 15Hoot-wide girder tq the
space station. The aluminum
structure contains three radia-
tors that, when fully extended,
are about the size of a tennis
court.

The last shuttle flight was in
June. Launches were put on hold
after cracks were found in fuel
lines across the fleet.

day. His office will pursue homi
cide charges, but McCann would
not say if the children would be
charged as adults or juveniles.

Police said the children were
not part of an organized gang and
did not know Young.

Residents milled around the
cracked streets Tuesday, stop-
ping to talk to friends on porches
and point at the television news
vans that lined the block.

“It ain’t nothing new,” said
Willam Kennedy, who was visit-
ing friends in the neighborhood
and lives a few blocks from where
the beating happened. “l just
watch the news at night to make
lsyure- it ain’t anyone from my fami

Residents say one reason for
the neighborhood’s decline is that
police don’t patrol enough. Keith
Martin, who lives two blocks from
the scene of the attack, said he
has not seen a beat cop walking in
the neighborhood in three years.

But Milwaukee Police Chief
Arthur Jones said at a news con-
ference Tuesday that police fre-
quently patrol the area.

“That’s a neighborhood where
we concentrated a large number
of our enforcement efforts,” Jones
said.

Payne blames the attack on par-
ents who let their children run
around at 11 p.m. on Sunday. She
said she’s glad police have taken
most of them into custody.

She also said she would like to

move as soon as she can.

Date Book

Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2002

Today i1s the 275th day of 2002
and the 11th day of fall.

TODAY’S HISTORY: On this
day in 1836, naturalist Charles Dar-
win returned to England aboard
the HMS Beagle, thus concluding a
five-year surveying expedition that
would culminate in his 1859 scien-
tific work “The Ongin of Species by
Means of Natural Selection.”

On this day in 1967, Thurgood
Marshall was sworn in as a justice
of the Supreme Court. He was the
first African-American to sit on the
high court.

On this day in 1985, Rock Hud-
son died at the age of 59. Hudson
was the first celebrity to publicly
announce his battle with AIDS.
Sadly, ignorance, discrimination
and poverty (both in America and
abroad) continues to dampen the
efforts to wipe out this highly pre-
ventable disease that infects and
Iﬂigs millions upon millions of peo-
ple.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAYS:
Richard III (1452-1485), English
king; Nat Turner (1800-1831),
slave-revolt leader; Mohandas K
Gandhi (1869-1948), Indian leader;
Wallace Stevens (1879-1955), poet;
Groucho Marx (1890-1977), come-
dian; Graham Greene (1904-1991),
writer; Rex Reed (1938-), film critic,
is 64; Don McLean (1945), singer-
songwriter, is 57.

TODAY’S SPORTS: On this
day in 1972, Bill Stoneman of the
Montreal Expos pitched a no-hitter
against the New York Mets. The

Expos won the game 7.

TODAY’S QUOTE: “The most
beautiful thing in the world is, of
course, the world itself.” — Wallace
Stevens

TODAY’S MOON: Between last
quarter (Sept. 29) and new moon
(Oct. 6)

Copyright 2002, Newspaper
Enterprise Assn.

Cheerleading
camp set in
Ira Saturday

A minicheerleading camp
for girls age 3 through the fifth
grade is planned from 9 a.m. to
noon Saturday at the Roy
Sallee Gym in Ira.

The cost is S20 for each girl
or S15 each for families with
two or more girls participating.

Each participant will receive
a snack, drink and T-shirt.

The girls will perform at the
Ira homecoming pep rally on
Oct. 11 and on the field at the
homecoming game on Oct. 12.

Forms can be picked up at
Ira School, or call 573-2628 and
ask for Kim Allen or Christy
Goodwin.

The deadline to enter is
Thursday.

THE SNYDER
DAILY NEWS

office at Snyder, Texas, Publication Num-
ber USPS61 1-520.
POSTMASTER send change of address
to P.O. Box 949, Snyder, Texas, 79550.
SUBSCRIPTION RATES: By carrier in
Sayder, $9.25 per "

ties, one year S88.80 balance of Texas
and out of state $113.85.
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State/National

Father of slain girl

remains angry as

Killer put

HUNTSVILLE (AP)
death of his daughter's klller fmled
to ease the pain of Mike Van Win-
kle.

“An mnocent child is dead, and
| remain angry,” Van Winkle said
Tuesday night after watching the
execution of James Rexford Pow-
ell, convicted of the abduction,
rape and strangulation of 10-year-
old Falyssa Van Winkle a dozen
years ago. |

Powell grinned broadly,
mouthing “Love you” to his wife

- and other friends and relatives,

Man accused
of posing as
Rice student

HOUSTON (AP) — Rice Unr-
versity authorities are investigat-
ing possible security lapses after
discovering a man issued a cam-
pus identification card by officers
was not a student.

Rodrigo Fernando Montano
was charged with a misdemeanor
theft count, accused of eating
meals on campus and not paying
for them.

The ruse was uncovered Sept.
19 when Montano tried to open a
university e-mail account and
school officials found he wasn’t a
registered student.

“He’s a con artist,” campus
Police Chief Bill Taylor told the
Houston Chronicle on Tuesday.
“If he showed up at your office,
you would feel compelled to help
him. He’s a nice guy and soft-spo-
ken.”

Montano, 20, posed as a stu-
dent and worked out with the
track team. He also allegedly per-
suaded two women to allow him
to live in their dormitory room,
the newspaper said.

Police said Montano got Rice

officers to issue him a university
D card.
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to death Single mom stumped by son’s questions about absent dad

and had only a brief comment
when asked by the warden if he
had a last statement.

“m ready for the final bless-
ing,” he replied.

Eight minutes later, he was pro-
nounced dead.

Powell, 56, was convicted of
snatching the Louisiana girl from
a Beaumont flea market where
her mother and stepfather were
vendors.

Powell occasionally showed up
to peddle items there and knew
the Lake Charles, La., couple and

their daughter.
He became the 29th con-

demned Texas inmate to receive
lethal injection this year and fifth
in the past three weeks. At least
six more are on the execution
schedule through the end of the
year.

The punishment came about
four hours after the U.S. Supreme

Court rejected Powell's final
appeals.

The girl was with her mother
and stepfather when she disap-
peared 12 years ago this week
after telling them she was going to
buy some peanuts.

Five hours later, the girl’s body
was found 55 miles to the north,
face down under a bridge over a
muddy creek in Newton County,
along the Texas-Louisiana state
line.

After thanking Texas for having
the “courage and conviction” to
execute Powell, Mike Van Winkle
lashed out at death penalty oppo-
nents, calling them “wellinten-
tioned fools who think that crea-
tures like Powell deserve to be a
continued drain on the taxpayers.

“l say spend your energy stop-
ping these vermin from senseless
killings,” he said. “Powell deserves
the compassion of a cockroach.”

Powell was arrested Oct. 8,
1990, two days after the killing, at
his home in Mauriceville, north-
east of Beaumont.
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Dear Abby

By Abigail Van Buren

The Snyder (Tex.) Daily News Wed., Oct. 2, 2002 3

DEAR ABBY: My son was con-
ceived when his father and | were
married to other people. He is now
3 and starting to ask questions
about his daddy.

I have since divorced, but my
child’s father has not. His wife and
other children are not aware that
my son exists. His father pays child
support, but has made it clear he
wants no relationship whatsoever
with our son.

How do I begin to explain to my
little one where his father is and
why he’s not a part of our family?

[ also worry about how my son
will handle the truth when he’s
older. I'm afraid he’ll have a real
issue with the fact that he was con-
ceived during an affair. Please
advise me, Abby. — CANADIAN
MOM

DEAR CANADIAN MOM:
Honesty is the best policy — but it
should be given in small doses in
an age-appropriate manner. Tell
your son that his father lives “else-

where,” with his “other family.” He
can learn more details later.

It would be very helpful if you
could get a father substitute
involved in your son’s life. A trust-
ed male fmend or relative could
spend time with the boy. If you
don’t have one, Big Brothers Big
Sisters may be able to match your
son with a caring male adult who
can serve as a mentor and role
model. In Canada, call (800) 263
9133 or visit the Web site at
www.bbsc.ca. (There is no national
800-number in the USA at this time,
but readers who are interested in
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Ameri-
ca can visit www.BigBrothersBig-
Sisters.org for information.)

%

DEAR ABBY: Six weeks ago, |
met “Rod” through an online sin-
gles ad. He lives one village over
from me. We met after five “chats”
and hit it off. He’s an easygoing
gentleman. We enjoy many of the

Innocent plea entered for

man who Kkilled his family

NEWPORT, Ore. (AP) — In
his first court appearance, a
man accused of slaying his wife
and three children and then
dumping them into coastal
waters before fleeing to Mexi-
co declined to enter a plea,
prompting a judge to enter an
innocent plea on his behalf.

Christian Longo’s . court
appearance Tuesday came
about nine months after the
bodies were discovered in two
shallow inlets stuffed into suit-
cases and sleeping Dbags
weighted with rocks.

The case unfolded in quick
succession last winter, after 5-
vear-old Zachery Michael was
found floating 1n an ocean inlet
near Waldport just before
Christmas. His sister, 3-year-
old Sadie Ann, was found three
days later, cocooned inside a
sleeping bag, a floral print pil-
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low case containing a rock tied
to her ankle.

A few days later, police began
an international manhunt for
Longo after the bodies of his
wife, 34-year-old MaryJane,
and their 2-year-old daughter
Madison were found inside a
suitcase in shallow water in a
Newport marina.

His lawyer, Ken Hadley,
questioned the details of
Longo’s arrest, extradition

from Mexico and indictment in
court Tuesday.

He argued that Longo had
been deprived of the chance to
visit a Mexican lawyer before
volunteering to return to the
United States to face trial. Mex-
ico does not allow extradition if
the accused may face the death
penalty.

“He didn’t know (what) he
was doing,” Hadley said.
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same interests (hiking and bird-
watching, for example) and have a
great time together. However, |
fibbed and said I am 51, when in
fact I'm 62. Rod is 49. | look great
for my age and I'm in excellent
health.

Rod said our “small” age differ-
ence doesn’t mean a thing to him.
(But I wonder if he'd feel that way if
he knew that it’s really a 13-year
span?)

Too many people know my age
for him not to find out eventually.
Try as | may to hide the truth, it’s
bound to come out. He’s starting to
get serious about me, and I'm
afraid if I level with him now, he’ll
quit iking me — not only for fib-
bing, but for being too old for him.
[ only stretched the truth because |
thought my age might be a barrier,
and he’s so attractive | wanted a
chance with him.

Abby, what am | going to do
now? Help! — THE OLDER
WOMAN IN ENGLAND

DEAR OLDER WOMAN:
Unless Rod dreams of starting a
family, your age shouldn’t matter
much to him. Regardless of the
numbers, he’s already attracted to
you.

One evening, after fixing him a
delicious dinner, ask him, “Would

ﬂ

X

you still be attracted to me if | were
five years older than you?” (Of
course, he will say yes.)

A few weeks later, ask if he
would like you if you were, say, 10
years older.

A month after that, ask if he’'d
still be attracted 40 you if you were
12 years older.

If he keeps saying “ves,” 13
could be your lucky number!

ww

Dear Abby is written by Abigail
Van Buren, also known as Jeanne
Phillips, and was founded by her
mother, Pauline Phillips. Write
Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com
%(};'68' Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA

* %

Abby shares more than 100 of
her favorite recipes in two book-
lets: “Abby’s Favorite Recipes” and
“More Favorite Recipes by Dear
Abby.” Send a business-size, self-

addressed envelope, plus check or
money order for S10 (U.S. funds)
to: Dear Abby — Cookbooklet

Set, PO. Box 447, Mount Morrns,
IL 61054-0447. (Postage is included
In price.)
COPYRIGHT 2002
UNIVERSAL PRESS SYNDICATE

Today’s chuckle

Runaway goat gets nabbed

MONACA, Pa. (AP) — A20- netoverit.”

pound goat on the lam for
more than two weeks was
captured during a week-
end roundup.

“We had all the neigh-
bors going ‘Baaaa’ in the
woods last might, if yvou
can imagine that,” said
Center Township Police
Chief Barry Kramer. “l
was finally able to get
close enough to get the
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The animal — believed
to be a domestic pygmy
goat — was being put up
temporarily at Kramer’s
house until the chief
locates the owner or finds it a
new home.

Kramer was trying to
track down the owner of the
gray and white goat through a

metal Ohio Department of
Agmniculture tag in its ear.
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THE BORN LOSER ® by Art and Chip Sansom

HOWWAS Y TONLY MISSED |
SCHOOLZ | TEN PROBLEMS
o4 OUTOFI00ON
S MY MATHQUIZ!

SOUP TO NUTZ ® by Rick Stromoski
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THE GRIZZWELLS ® by Bill Schorr

WHAT ARE Yo\) SOME TH\NG NEW ToR
USTENNG PEOPLE N A
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48 Elk
S0 Arise

1 Watermelon
source
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NO, MA'AM ' MY
PILLAR'S ALMOST
TO WHAR 1 LIKE

o588’ ved
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handouts
10 Gem surfaces
12 Cap brims
13 Broke the peace 55 Classroom fix-
14 Certily ture

15 Rustic lodgings

16 Rand of fiction DOWN
18 — — mode
19 Rinds 1 Self-
21 Fuse or weld centered
25 Tortilasnacks 2 Holy image
29 “The Moon Is 3 Earns as profit
Blue' star 4 Bastille Day
30 Walkway season
32 Large antelope 5 Cal Tech
33 Deliver a rival
message 6 This, in Mexico
34 Win over 7 Caroler’'s tune
37 Unfired brick 8 Big Dipper bear
38 Fix up 9 Droo
40 Close friend flier
43 Swabbie 10 Week da.
44 Statistics 11 Black Hilis st.
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”Call for answers ® Touch-tone or rotary phone
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WHeRes my MckeY

MaNTLe Rookie carp 7
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NO... [ ONCY FINISHED
FIETY PROBLEMS!
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WHEN IT'S TIME
TO TAKE ANAP

www bingfeatur es com

FRANK & ERNEST ® by Bob Thaves

BIG NATE ® by Lincoln Peirce

GLYS, PERHAPS
YOUVE HEARD
11 ABOUT THE
DOCUMENTARY
IM MAKING:
“A DAY IN

FILM THE SECTION

WELL , IM READY TO

BULLYING'! ITS AN
IMPORTANT ISSUE THAT
NEEDS TO BE ADDRESSED'

I $EE OLD 600PTA GOT ANOTHER

Ra * N 29 ONE WITH THe
3~ N, OLD “WHAT 15
\’L THE SOUND
“ OF ONE HAND
CLAPPINGY”

TRICK.

"
>
4

S BRSNS 10-2 \,‘T'
R S R R e t-mad-:BobThaves@aol.com
SR N S N TSR0 2002 Thaves / Dist. by NEA. Inc.

ANYWAY, SINCE YOUu GULYS
ON ARE THE THUG POSSE,
WOULD YOU MIND
BEATING ULP SOME
HAPLESS VICTIM WHILE

I CAPTURE IT ON

THE LIFE OF
A SCHOOL ™!
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HOwW CAN YOU
SAY THERE'’S
NO PROBLEM?’
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