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Cotton craves rain

cotton south and southeast of
the city, like the old land it's
planted on, is thirsty again./1B

Sooners advance

Oklahoma advances to College
World Series championship

Daily 50¢, Sunday $1.25

Greg Dellinger prepares blood to
be placed In coolers at United

Blood Services in Lubbock.

March of various problems /1A

N. Korea threats
SEOUL, South Korea — North

Korea threatens Japan with war if To-

kyo joins in any sanctions over the
North's suspected nuclear weapons
program. The Communist state

has said sanctions would amount to
an act of war, but by specifically
targeting Japan with threats, it could
be seeking to spiit the pro-sanc-
tions alliance forged by Washington,
Seoul and Tokyo./2A

Teen drivers
For many leens, a driver’s li-

cense is a license for thrills: drag rac-

ing down deserted highways,

speeding past siow-moving vehicles,

beating red lights. Federal health
officials suggest that states should

consider restricting what for many
youngsters is a license o kill./9A

INSIDE TODAY

The Talk of the Town

gis

J6g

gie
For Local, National and World

Updates, call CITYLINE, and enter

category 1200 for the main news
menu.

El Paso judge aims to jail
any state budget rascals

By Sam Howe Verhovek
N.Y. Times News Service

EL PASO — The chief highway administrator of
Texas was summoned here recently to discuss financ-
ing for El Paso’s roads and bridges. But before he be-
gan his presentation, the official, Bill Burnett, faced
something unique in his 23-year career as a transpor-
tation engineer. He was warned of his legal rights.

Burnett had the right to remain silent. Burnett had
the right to confer with a lawyer.

And anything Burnett said about the budget could
be used against him in a court of law, which was ex-

Please see RASCALS/4A
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i Police charge reporter in plot
to Kill story subject’s husband

KNOX COUNTY

oHERIFF'S DEPT SHERIFF'S DEP
AP Laserphoto

Lisa Whedbee is

accused of con-

spiring to mur-

der her husband,

John Whedbee.

Michael Frazier

Is charged in a plot
to kill John
Whedbee with a
butcher knife.

AP Laserphoto

By Duncan Mansfield

Associated Press

KNOXVILLE, Tenn. — A jour-
nalist, he wrote the wrenching
story ol her struggle to raise a
daughter with Down’s syndrome.
Now there’'s more to the story.
Police say they were lovers, and
that he tried to kill her sleeping

husband as she watched, a base-

kill John Whedbee with a butcher
knife early. Wednesday. Later in
the day, Whedbee filed for di-
vorce and a restraining order
against his wife.

“This is just so sordid,” said
Dwight Van de Vate, a Knox
County Sheriff's Department
spokesman.

Frazier, lifestyles editor at The
Oak Ridger in Oak Ridge, won an

ball bat in her hands.

Michael Frazier was charged
In a plot with Lisa Whedbee to

award for his 1993 Mother’s Day
story about the Whedbees and

Please see PLOT/4A

House votes to defy NATO

Lawmakers would lift arms embargo on Bosnia

r/

Demonstrators gather on the steps of the Capitol Thurs-
day to protest President Clinton's policy toward Bosnia.

U.S. backs bill to pay sick Gulf War vets | Earthquake rocks South America

 An 8.2 magnitude earthquake shook a broad section of South America

WASHINGTON (AP).— Prodded by veterans
who say they have been forsaken by the nation
they served, the Clinton administration en-
dorsed a bill Thursday that would compensate
victims of mysterious ‘‘Persian Gulf Syndro-
me’’ ailments.

“This legislation is revolutionary. We have
never before provided payment for something
were not even certain exists,”” Veterans Af-
[airs Secretary Jesse Brown said in testimony
to a House Veterans' Affairs panel.

sion

Direct drafts draw telemarketing swindlers

By Michael Kashgarian
Staff Writer

Direct drafts from indivi-
duals’ bank accounts to pay
for various services and goods
‘have become commonplace
and convenient. The service
also has become convenient

and making

for some swindlers preying on
unsuspecting individuals

The scam involves obtain-
Ing account numbers — usual-
ly under false pretenses —
unauthorized
withdrawals from lax banks,
according to John Schmidt,
president of the Better Busi-

-

Brown said the administration backed the
bill introduced by Rep. G.V.
gomery, D-Miss., chairman of the full commit-
tee. He went one step further, saying a provi-

“Sonny'" Mont-

requiring veterans to show symptoms

within one year of leaving the gull was too
restrictive

“"We're heading in the right direction al-
though we still have a long ways to go,"” said

Please see SICK/4A

ness Bureau of the Permian
Basin.

“It's usually in a telemar-
keting way where they will
wrangle a bank account mim-
ber out of a senior citizen,"”
Schmidt said.

“In the old days, it used to

Please see DRAFTS/4A

City finds no respite from heat; mercury hits 106

- Telogram
Roy Slayter, left, and Jack Edwards duck the heat
at T.P.'Edwards Feed & Farm Supply.

Staff Report

Despite a prediction for slightly lower
tempertures and rain, Thursday's skies re-
mained sunny and the high reached 106,
beating by one degree the record for that
date set in 1988.

A cool front that was expected by noon
Thursday didn’t make it into the area until

“around 4 p.m., when temperatures fell

about 13 degrees, according to a spokes-
man at the National Weather Service at
Midland International Airport. However,
before the front made it into the area, tem-
peratures already had soared into the
100s.

Please'see MEAT/4A
y

.
AP Laserphoto

The House voted 244 to 178 to unilaterally lift the arms
embargo on Bosnia despite Clinton’s objections.

B Action puts fresh pressure
on administration’s policy of
neutrality, negotiation
between warring parties.

Associlated Press

WASHINGTON — In a bipartisan
slap at President Clinton, the House

voted Thursday to have the United
States dely the international arms em-

bargo on Bosnia.

The 244-178 vote means both the
House and Senate are now on record be-
hind opening the flow of arms to the
Muslim-led Bosnian government over
the objections of the Clinton administra-
tion, its NATO allies and Russia. The
move came despite the appeals of three
top defense and foreign policy officials
sent to Capitol Hill by the president be-
fore the vote.

Turning Thursday's action into law
will require further votes and negotia-
tions between the House and Senate.
But the vote put fresh pressure on the
administration’s policy of neutrality
and negotiation between warring Mus-
lim and Serb [orces.

White House Press Secretary Dee
Dee Myers said, ""We’ll see what Con-
gress produces. It's not the final
version.”

Rep. Steny Hoyer, D-Md., a leader of
the embargo-lifting effort, said, ‘‘For
two years now, we have looked the
(Serb) aggressor in the eye and said, ‘If

Please see LIFT/4A

i Wednesday and was felt as far away as Canada, but there were no reports of
~ casualties or major damage. The quake's unusual depth - 400 miles (645 km)

' r

~ below the surface - prevented significant damage. Story/5A Related story/8B
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N- Korea threatens war on Japan, S. Korea

SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — North Korea lashed
out with war threats Thursday against Japan and
South Korea, the principal partners in the U.S -led
push for sanctions over the North's refusal to allow

nuclear inspections

China, the North's only major ally
pposition to punitive sanctions. South Rorea s [ol
eign minister had flown to Beijing to appeal for Chin

d § support

Secretary of State Warren Christophe!
NATO foreign ministers meeting in Istanbul, Turkey,
expressed confidence that China and Japan would go

{ront and center,"” said the official, who insisted on
anonymity

The military stance of the two Koreas, meanwhile,
rellected rising political tensions.

South Korean Defense Minister Rhee Byong-Lae told
reiterated its  lawmakers that in the 15 months sipce the standol!
ver North Korea's nuclear program began, the North

ground facilities and deployed artillery and rockel

attending a  launchers just north of the demilitarized zone

ern troop activity, but that so [ar nothing had been

. , 2 2 " A 1 _ - i : sl i
along with sanctions against North Rorea letected that would SUggest preparations ior an umimi

He said there was "‘nothing new

statements criticizing sanctions, and said they didn |
mean China would abstain when a sanctions resoiu
tion comes before the U.N. Security Council

the administration
was considering a Russian proposal for an internation
al conference on the nuclear standofl

Later, a senior U.S. official said

Reports: Rebels
in Rwanda Kill
bishops, priests

KIGALI, Rwanda (AP) — An-
other massacre. The word has
come to symbolize the Rwandan
conflict. This time it involves nine
Roman Catholic priests and 63 oth-
ers killed in the capital

The United Nations said Thurs-
day it had received reliable re-
ports confirming earlier witness
accounts of a massacre that oc-
curred late Monday or early Tues-
day in the Nyamirambo district of
the city, a southwestern quarter
now the scene of some of the heavi-
est fighting.

The news came just a day alter
Rwandan rebel radio reported that
13 other Rwandan clergymen, In-
cluding the Roman Catholic arch-
bishop of Kigali and two bishops,
were killed by four rebel soldiers
assigned to guard them. That In-
formation was confirmed by a re-
bel leader conducting cease-fire
talks here.

“We are also very, very con-
cerned by what happened,” said
Col. Frank Mugambage, relerring
to an incident near Kabgayi, 30
miles west of Kigali. "““We are
ready to admit it was done by
some of our misguided soldiers.”

He said one of the soldiers was
shot and killed by other rebel
guards and three others fled

Pope John Paul Il said he was
“profoundly upset’’ by the Kab-
gayl massacre, and prayed that
the victims find in heaven “‘the
peace that their well-loved land de-
nied them.” The Vatican did not
comment on the deaths in Kigali.

More than 200,000 people have
died since the Rwandan civil war
erupted anew April 6, following
the death of President Juvenal Ha-
byarimana, a Hutu, in a mysteri-
ous plane crash. The conflict is
both political and ethnic, involving
historic animosities between the
majority Hutu and minority Tutsi
tribes.

Most of the victims of the civil
war have been civilians.

The Hutus are the dominant
group, making up about 90 percent
of the population. The Tutsis rep-
resent about 9 percent and the pyg-
mies, called Twa, | percent. Gov-
ernment-trained Hutu militiamen
have been responsible for most of
the massacres, often supported by
government soldiers.

But the murder of the church-

men near Kabgayi was carried out
by the rebels. Mugambage said
many of his men were recruited
from among families affected by
the massacres..

16” LARGE:
1-TOPPING,

4-Desserts:
Cheesecake or
Mix or Match

in Being's public nent

military strike

North Korea's threats against Japan appeared to be
an exg.icit attempt to intimidate Tokyo into backing
down on sanctions. If Japan supports a successiul
push for sanctions, it would be subject to “a deserving
punishment,” the official Korean Central News Agen-

The idea 1s cv said in a dispatch monitored in Tokvo

FUR STORAGE

CLEANING ¢ GLAZING ¢ COLD STORAGE

(Zd/f/ZVZ/ CLEANERS

“Since 1937"

W. Wadley 697-4914 W. Wall 684-6657

HAIL DAMAGED CAR???

CALL:

] o Lh o

-—h‘ﬂ—

ﬁgﬁi Y in-'a

—— —— "-J-i—-_-l— e —

* Paintless Process *

- Low Cost - No Body Fillers
» Keeps Original Paint
» 2-3 Day Turnaround

fﬂy‘,

2714 West Wall
689-2809

*Subject to Availability

MIDLAND REPORTER-TELEGRAM, FRIL, JUNE 10, 1994

has stockpiled military supplies, expanded under-

He said South Korea was closely monitoring North-
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Fearing crime, Russians purchase guns in record

B Some hire
bodyguards, others
even consider steel-
plated fur hats.

By Candice Hughes
Assoclated Press

MOSCOW — Robbery, kidnap-
ping, murder and mugging are on
the rise Newspapers are
crammed with tales of gun thugs
and gangsters. And business at the
Zashchita gun shop, thank you
very much, is booming.

“The media has created an at-
mosphere of fear,”” assistant man-
ager Anatoly Zevako says happily.
“‘People are buying a sense of
safety.”

For many people, that sense

South disputes
North Yemen’s
cease-fire talk

SAN‘A, Yemen (AP) — The

northern Yemen president de-

clared a unilateral cease-fire on
Thursday — the second this week
— but the breakaway south
claimed his troops broke it by
launching a surprise attack hours
later.

[t was not possible to indepen-

dently verify the south’s claim and
there was no immediate reaction
to the charge (rom northern
leaders.

The impoverished nation of 14
million people on the tip of the Ara-
bian peninsula has been embroiled
in civil war since May 4, after
months of skirmishes between
northern and southern forces.

The fighting shattered the tense
4-year-old union between conser-
vative North Yemen and socialist
South Yemen. The south formally
seceded two weeks later.

Two previous cease-fires called
by the north, the most recent on
Monday, were broken within
hours.

President Ali Abdullah Saleh’s
latest cease-fire took effect at 6
p.m. (11 a.m. EDT) Thursday. Sa-
leh said he ordered it in line with
last week’'s U.N. resolution, which
called for a truce to allow for nego-
tiations to resolve the conflict.

But a little more than two hours
after the deadline, southern Aden
radio broadcast a statement from
the south Yemen defense ministry
saying fighting was continuing.

The statement said northern
forces launched a surprise attack,
accompanied by concentrated
shelling, around Abyan and Lahej,
about 25 miles from the southern
stronghold of Aden.

The statement said the south
was ‘‘absolutely and totally’’ ob-
serving the truce.

Earlier, special U.N. envoy
Lakhdar Brahimi said he thought
this truce would succeed in stop-
ping the war.

Bosnia remains
relatively quiet
on eve of truce

SARAJEVO, Bosnia-Herzegovi-
na (AP) — Most of Bosnia’s battle-
fronts were quieter Thursday on
the eve of another attempt at a na-
tionwide cease-fire.

There were reports of sporadic
fighting, especially around the
Serb-held town of Doboj about 60
miles north of Sarajevo.

But U.N. officials said fighting
eased in most other areas, includ-
ing northeastern Bosnia, where
government troops recently have
made modest gains against Serbs.

Maj. Dacre Holloway, a U.N.
spokesman in Sarajevo, said the
fronts appeared to be even quieter

than on Wednesday, when the war-

ring parties agreed on the one-
month cease-fire, beginning at
noon today.

The accord was brokered by the
senior U.N. envoy in former Yugo-
slavia, Yasushi Akashi, at talks in
Geneva. Though it fell short of the
four-month truce he sought, he
called it a first step toward a
broader agreement to end Bos-
nia's 26-month-old war.

Further talks are expected as
early as next week.

Numerous Bosnia-wide cease-
fires have [ailed. But recent rap-
prochement between Bosnian Mus-
lim and Croat forces has halted
fighting in much of central and
southwestern Bosnia, and a local
truce has kept besieged Sarajevo
mostly quiet since mid-February.

Bosnia’s minority Serbs, armed
by the Yugoslav federal army,
launched the war in April 1992
when they rebelled against Croat-
Muslim moves to secede from Yu-
goslavia. More than 200,000 people
are dead or missing.

The Serbs, who now control 70
percent of Bosnia, pushed in Gene-
va for a permanent cease-fire. But
the Muslim-led government feared
a long truce would cement Serb
battlefield gains before a political

Settlement could be reached.

comes — more or less — from a
gas pistol or a can of Mace. For
those requiring something a little
different, Zashchita also stocks
crossbows, rifles and bulletproof
vests.

Law enforcement officials say
they are alarmed at the amount ol
{irepower now loose in the former
Soviet Union. The explosive rise in
crime has Russians arming them-
selves at an unprecedented rate

Gun stores are just one part of
Russia’s flourishing new personal
security industry. The bodyguard
business is also doing quite well
When Andrei Kosvakov and his
brother quit their police jobs in
1989 to start Russia’s [lirst security
agency, they had )just 10 employ-

dogs and steel doors are also in
high demand. One company is
even thinking about making steel-
plated fur hats — headgear once
avallable only to the most privi-
leged of the Soviet elite

The new rich are the new elite

“Any Russian who has a million
dollars, has a bodyguard,” said
Peter Gurinchuk, head of the Mos-
cow ollice of the Miami-based
Wackenhut Security Systems.

Wealthy businessmen with a
bunker mentality now live in the
lavish country homes once occu-
pied by the Communist Party
elite.

“They are heavily guarded and
lenced off,”" said Sergei Zverev,
deputy director of the MOST bank

Zashchita, which means "'defen-
se’’' in Russian, caters to people ol
more modest means. Gas pistols,
legal since last year, are the hot-
test item in stock. Zevako said he
sells about 50 every day.

“They're not much good against
mobsters,’’ he said leaning over a
display case in the crowded shop
not far from the Kremlin, "'but
they work fine against hooligans
and teen-agers.

Andrei Gamolin. 35, and his

wife, Marina, 28, are investing 200

dollars in a Browning, one of the

shop’s most expensive gas pistols.

[t fires a tear gas charge with a

range of nine yards.
They have mixed feelings about

1 :

-

tish. And, like many Russians,

they think police are too corrupl
and ineffective to help

‘Life forces us to think about
these things now,” Andrei said
‘We don't leel sale.’”

Licensed security agents can get
pistol permits in Russia. But ordi-
nary people can get licenses only

A7
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numbersy

for hunting rilles and sholguns or
for gas pistols. The Interior Minis-
try says about 3 million peéople
have rifle and shotgun permits and
about 200,000 have permits lor gas
pistoils

No one knows for sure how /many
unregistered guns are out there,
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ees and one client. Today, he said, holding company, which has a pri-
they employee 2,500 people.
Armored limousines, attack like reservations for the rich.”

buying a gun, even a non-lethal
. gas pistol. But a rash of burglaries §
vate army of 1,000 men. “They are anq prowlers in their suburban
neighborhood has made them skit-
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ML__—— highway district here, said one

actly where he was appearing —
in the State District Court of Ed-
ward S. Marquez

A native El Pasoan and a 20
year-veteran of the Texas bench,
Marquez says he is fed up with the
state's habitually shortchanging
his community on everything from
highway maintenance to mental
hygiene. And to the astonishment
of state leaders and the applause
of many people in this impover-
ished border city, he has invoked a
seldom-used provision of the sta-
te's judicial code and convened a

HEAT: Cool front might roll in

(From 1A)

Precipitation that was expected
to accompany the front didn't
make it into the Midland area. It
headed east toward Big Spring .nd
San Angelo, according to the
spokesman.

The NWS is predicting another
front to hit the area today, keeping
temperatures in the upper 90s.

Skies should be partly cloudy to-

day with a 20 percent chance of
rain, but forecasters said the pre-
cipitation should only be in isolat-
ed afternoon storms.

Tonight should remain partly
cloudy with a 20 percent chance of
rain and a low in the upper 60s.

Saturday should be partly
cloudy with a high near 100.

Thursday's overnight low
reached 67, compared to the re-
cord low of 51 set in 1975.

STATE
Thunderstorms relieved the sizzling heat in many parts of North Texas
on Thursday, the National Weather Service said.
Nevertheless, an ozone advisory again has been issued for the Dallas-

Fort Worth area for today.

The weather service said thunderstorms ranged from west of Mineral
Wells to south of the Dallas-Fort Worth area in North Texas and across
parts of the Permian Basin and parts of the Concho Valley and Edwards
Plateau. There were sporadic reports of hail, ranging from marble- to

golfball-size.

North Texas temperatures that had reached around 100 on Wednesday
ranged Thursday afternoon from the upper 70s in parts of East Texas to
the mid-90s in Abilene and Mineral Wells.

Elsewhere, skies were mostly cloudy over northern and western parts
of the state. However, South Texas remained sunny, hot and humid ex-
cept for spotty thunderstorms in Southeast Texas.

Afternoon highs ranged from 80 in Dalhart to 104 in Wink, Midland and

Cotulla.

NATION
Thunderstorms brought hail and high winds to parts of the South on
Thursday, while the North was hit with record cold.
Showers and thunderstorms developed along a front stalled across
parts of the southern Plains, the lower Mississippi Valley and portions of

the Southeast.

The Associated Press contributed to this report.

Midland statistics
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DRAFTS: Service draws scams

‘Erom 1A)

be credit cards, now it's bank ac-
counts,”’ he said.

Many of the callers are very con-
vincing and persistent in obtaining
the numbers.

One example involves a call noti-
fying the victim that he or she has
won a sweepstakes. The caller de-
scribes the winnings but reminds
the person that he or she will be
required to pay taxes. The caller
then offers to contact the Internal
Revenue Service and handle the
tax payments. But to do so the call-
er needs the winner’'s bank ac-
count number. . ..

Another approach involves sales
“medigap” insurance — intend-
ed to extend cwerueﬂor llettlin-
care. Callers pressure victims
coverage immediately by
payments via direct l-.n

e

sny,produet or sepvice,”

Schmidt said.

Sometimes the companies repre-
sented exist and sometimes they
don’t. In cases where they do ex-
ist, the items being sold or won
may not be of the value purported.
And groups selling insurance may
not be authorized to do so.

Sometimes the «calls are
legitimate.

“We get a lot of inquiries by peo-
ple about companies asking for
their (bank account) numbers,”
Schmidt said.

“Just don’t give your number
out unless you know who you're
talking to,” Schmidt recommend-
ed. “You need to guard your bank
account number just like you
would your credit card number.”

Once an unscrupulous person ob-
tains the number, banks are the
only barrier to  making
withdrawals.

“It depends on the bank and how
vigilant they are in checking the
authorization,” Scimidt said.

court of criminal inquiry.

Such inquiries are generally au-
thorized when a judge has evi-
dence that a local prosecutor
failed to pursue a criminal case.
But Marquez has extended the con-
cept to investigate what he says is
the biggest umprosecnted purse-
snatching of all: the state budget.

The result is a cross between a
dramatic criminal trial and a bor-
ing budget hearing in Room 906 of
the El Paso County Courthouse
here, and it is apparently unprece-
dented in Texas legal history.

Marquez has issued subpoenas
for top officials and critical docu-
ments from the Departments of
Aging, Human Services, Mental
Health and Mental Retardation,
and Transportation. He is interro-
gating powerful bureaucrats like
Burnett, forcing them to explain
why, for example, the state allot-
ted the El Paso area $43 per capita
in state highway funds in 1991 and

the Austin area $220 per capita.

(Burnett, who once oversaw the

reason was that El Paso got 360
days of sunshine yearly, which
cuts maintenance costs.)

As word of the inquiry has
spread to other border communi-
ties that have long grumbled about
their treatment by Austin, it has
quickly become a sticky election-
year issue for Gov. Ann W. Rich-
ards and the state attorney gener-
al, Dan Morales, both of whom
have an important political base in
largely Hispanic and largely poor
South Texas. Morales has already
drawn the wrath of some border of-
ficials by moving to stop the inqui-

., which he describes as “‘a
wasteful fishing expedition.”

But Marquez has given himself
the legal right to indict officials if
he determines that there is evi-
dence that they violated El Paso
residents’ equal-protection rights
under the state constitution. Now
he says he may just do that.

“I'm out to find what happened
and why and who's responsible,”’
said the 63-year-old judge, who is a
former county prosecutor. “If the
evidence warrants an indictment,
so be it.”

The evidence is certainly provoc-
ative. El Paso, the state’s fourth
largest city, has no state-financed
center for mentally disturbed chil-
dren, while Houston, Dallas and
San Antonio do. Marquez says he
has been outraged for years as he
has watched families being torn
apart because the nearest such
center is 332 miles away, in Big
Spring.

State mental-health officials con-

cede there is a huge disparity be-

tween the amounts that some poor
communities like El Paso receive
from the state — as little as $16
per capita — and what other com-
munities receive, as much as $101.

But in a letter that has become
part of the court record, Dennis R.
Jones, the commissioner of mental
health and mental retardation,
said the agency’s hands were tied
because a supposed remedy
passed by the state legislature
specified that no district’s financ-
ing levels could be cut.

“Realistically,” Jones saidd,
“the flow of new dollars is such
that it will probably take several
decades to reach equity under the
current methodology.”

Here .n El Paso, some officials
like Mayor Larry Francis suggest
that Marquez’'s court of inquiry
could backfire by inflaming rela-
tionships with the state officials
that make the financing decisions.
Others applaud him and say he
will expose a major scandal.

““Eddie Marquez is lighting a
fuse here,”” Paul Moreno, a long-
time state representative from El
Paso, said in a recent interview.
“And when the judge is done, the
people of Texas are going to have
a rude awakening.”

In an interview in his judicial

chambers, Marquez suggests he

would be pleased if his inquiry did
jolt Texans into such a realization.
Many here suggest that is the real
intent behind his unusual actions.
But is he really prepared to in-
dict some bureaucrat in Austin?
Marquez shrugged. “It’'s cer-

lemprobes slights by Austin

tainly possible,”” he said. It is the
same response he gave when
asked if he might subpoena top

elected officials. _
In one of his motions convening

the inquiry, he listed a range of
possible criminal charges that
could arise, including official mis-
conduct, criminal contempt, ne-

glect of duty and tampering with
evidence.

Marquez has never made head-

line news in his 20-year judicial ca-
reer, though he was the subject of
a minor uproar several years ago

when a group of lawyers com-

plained about his snacking on pop-
corn while presiding over cases.
He has stopped doing that, at least
in his courtroom.

Nearing the end of his legal ca-

reer and indicating that he plans to
step down when his term expires
at the end of 1996, Marquez said he

came up with the idea of a crimi-
nal inquiry as he became increas-

ingly “angry and frustrated’ over
the city’s inability to provide basic
services.

The proceeding has been stayed
twice by an appeals court as a re-
sult of arguments over who should
pay for it, though not over the jud-
ge’'s authority to convene it. On
one level, the hearings serve as a
perfect emblem of El Paso’s sense
of alienation from the rest of Tex-
as. Situated at the far western
edge of the state, a time zone away
from most of Texas, El Paso is
closer to the Mexican provincial
capital of Chihuahua or the Arizo-
na capital of Phoenix than to
Austin.

SICK: Bill would compensate for ‘syndrome’

(From 1A)

Phil Budahn, spokesman for the
American Legion. “We would
have wished it would have been
faster.” He added that it took 15
years for the government to take
similar action for Agent Orange
victims after the Vietnam War.

The bill provides benefits for vet-

erans with illnesses they say are
related to gulf service, and urges
establishment of outreach pro-
grams to aid Persian Gulf Veter-
ans and their families. It asks the
VA to expand research programs
and ensure coordination in treat-
ment of veterans.

The efforts to extend benefits

come more than three years after
the United States and its allies de-

feated Iraq in the war, and amid
growing disillusionment among
veterans about the government’s
commitment to finding out why so
many of them are now sick.

Thousands of veterans who
served in the gulf have reported
symptoms such as muscle pain, fa-
tigue, skin rash, memory loss,
heart and respiratory problems
and tumors.

Various origins have been sug-

gested, including Iraqi biological
and chemical agents released into
the air, toxic fumes from oil fires,
parasites and anti-anthrax vac-
cines, but no single cause has been
determined.

As a result, veterans have had

difficulty obtaining treatment at
VA hospitals and receiving com-

pensation for service-related
disabilities.

“We cannot always wait on re-
search,” Montgomery told the sub-
committee on compensation, pen-
sion and insurance. ‘“While we
wait, severe medical problems are

preventing some Persian Gulf vet-

erans from working and support-
ing their families. They need our
help now.”

Rep. Joe Kennedy, D-Mass., a
member of the committee, said
Brown’s endorsement was ‘‘a ma-

jor breakthrough in the frustration

faced by many Persian gulf veter-

ans.”” He said it would give encour-
agement to vets whose benefits
and treatment ‘“have been unjust-
ly denied for far too long."”

Brown said the outreach and re-

search programs would cost an an-
nual $42.6 million and that the esti-
mated benefit costs would be “at
least $45.5 million, but very likely
much higher”” as more veterans
come forward with ailments.

He also suggested the bill's pro-
vision that benefits go only to

those whose symptoms appeared
within one year of gulf service was
too limiting, and recommended a
two-year period.

Rep. Lane Evans, D-Ill., a se-
nior member of the committee,

submitted his own bill increasing
the eligibility period to three
years. Evans also left open-ended
the time during which veterans
may receive benefits. Montgom-
ery limits payments to three
years, but said that could be
extended.

LIFT: Action’s a bipartisan slap at Clinton

(From 1A)

you go one step further we will
take definitive action.” And they
ook some steps, and we backed
up.”

“There is an old, old historical
lesson: Tyrants never respond to
weakness,’' Hoyer said.

The United Nations Security
Council, with the support of the
United States, imposed the embar-
go in September 1991. The idea
was to keep weaponry in the re-
gion to a minimum and thus re-

duce the violence. In fact, critics
argue, it has aided well-armed
Serbian forces by denying Bosnian
Muslims weapons they need to de-
fend themselves.

Clinton supports lifting the arms
embargo but only if other allies
agree. The House measure,
passed as an amendment to a de-
fense authorization bill that was
approved later Thursday, directs
the president to terminate the em-
bargo. It also authorizes him to
provide up to $200 million in arms
aid to Bosnia.

Defense Secretary William Per-
ry; Gen. John Shalikashvili, chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff,
and Deputy Secretary of State
Strobe Talbott told about 100 law-
makers in a closed-door meeting
Thursday that unilaterally lifting
the arms embargo would scuttle
peace efforts and carry conse-
quences beyond Bosnia. In a joint
statement the three said the action
“will fracture the NATO alliance
and put us at odds with Russia.”

Countries such as Canada and
France, which have peacekeeping

forces on the ground in the former
Yugoslavia, argue that their peo-
ple would be jeopardized by the
action.

House opponents of the unilater-

al move included Rep. Lee Hamil-
ton, D-Ind., the chairman of the
House Foreign Affairs Committee,
and Rep. Ronald Dellums, D-
Calif., the chairman of the House
Armed Services Committee. They

invoked the specter of Vietnam.

“It sucks us deeper into the
quagmire,” Dellums said.

PLOT: Award-winning story has surprise sequel

SFrom 1A)

their 4-year-old daughter, Britta-
ny, mentally retarded and bedrid-
den since suffering a stroke in
1991.

Frazier and the Whedbees at-
tended Trinity United Methodist
Church. She sang in the choir. Fra-
zier, himself married, played the
organ.

Authorities also say she appar-
ently was trapped in an abusive
marriage and turned to Frazier
for help.

Police say Mrs. Whedbee let
Frazier into her Knoxville-area
home and the two waited until her
husband came home and went to
sleep.

Whedbee, 33, an insurance
agent, said he awoke to find a man
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standing over him with a butcher
knife and struggled with him. Mrs.
Whedbee stood by with a baseball
bat and did nothing when her hus-
band called for help, police said.

Whedbee broke free, grabbed
the bat and ran. Police say he later
identified his attacker as Frazier.

Frazier, 32, was charged with at-
tempted murder and remained in
custody Thursday in lieu of $50,000
bond. Mrs. Whedbee, 31, was
charged with conspiracy to com-
mit murder and released on
$50,000 bond Thursday.

Less than a week ago, Mrs.
Whedbee obtained a protective or-
der against her husband that al-
lowed him to remain in the house.
She claimed her husband of nearly
12 years had threatened and beat-
en her, but they agreed to try to

|

work out their differences.

“If you have an abusive relation-
ship, you've got two options — you
stay or you leave,” said Detective
Dan Stewart said. ““In her case,
she stayed and she sought an op-
tion that some people end up
doing.” :

Frazier told police he knew noth-
ing about the attack, Van de Vate
said. But Mrs. Whedbee ‘‘has been
willing to talk to authorities,”” Van
de Vate said, without elaborating.

Peter Esser, publisher of The
Oak Ridger, a small afternoon
newspaper 25 miles west of Knox-
ville, had no comment except to
confirm Frazier is still an
employee.

Frazier’s article about the Whed-
bee family won the 1994 Malcolm
Law Memorial Award for feature
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writing from the Tennessee Asso-
ciated Press Managing Editors.

The award will be presented to
The Oak Ridger as planned June
24, with Frazier's name on the
plaque, said Michael Williams,
editor of the Paris (Tenn.) Post-In-
telligencer and press association’s
president-elect.

“We hurt for everyone who is
touched by this tragedy,” said the
Rev. Brenda Carroll, pastor at
Trinity United Methodist Church.

Pick 3 Texas

AUSTIN (AP) — The Pick 3
winning numbers drawn Thurs-

day by the Texas Lottery, in
order:
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Powerful S. American

LA PAZ, Bolivia (AP) — A pow-
erful, unusually deep earthquake
centered in Bolivia rocked much of
South America and was felt as far
away as Canada. There were no
reports of casualties or major
damage.

“This 1s the first time in memo-
ry that this has happened, where a
quake that far south in South
America has been felt up here,”
sald Bruce Presgrave of the US.
Geological Survey's National

r.arthquake Information Center in
Golden, Colo.

The 8.2 magnitude quake
Wednesday night was centered in
a sparsely populated area 200
miles northeast of .a Paz

But because it occurred about
400 miles underground, where
rocks are more elastic, the shock
waves traveled for thousands of
miles, said seismologist Jim Mori
of the U.S. Geological Survey.

In the Bolivian capital of La
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UNE 10, 1994

quake runs deep but causes no casuaﬁf’es

Paz, hundreds of people fled sway
ing buildings Wednesday mghl

But there was no apparent dam-

age Thursday and utilities were
not affected.

Chilean police said thousands
took to the streets in panic in
northern Chile. Power and tele-
phone lines were cut in several
cities.

TV Globo, the largest Brazilian
television network, reported a
large tremor In southern Brazil

Death toll from Monday’s disaster rises

BOGOTA, Colombia (AP) — Hundreds of survivors
of an earthquake and massive avalanche remained
huddled on mountainsides above their buried villages
Thursday as the government conceded its relief effort

was proceeding slowly.

“There &re many people without shelter, a lot of
misery, abandoned children and orphans, and the job
that must be done is enormous,”

Chief Gen. Octavio Vargas said.

An Indian leader put the death toll from Monday's
6.4 magnitude earthquake at more than triple the go-
vernment’s confirmed count of 253.

Carlos Alberto Sanchez, vice president of the Re-
gional Indian Council of Cauca, said at least 800 peo-
ple died in the earthquake and ensuing avalanche that
roared down the slopes of Nevado del Huila, an 18,975
foot-high volcano, onto dozens of Indian villages.

Hundreds of people spent their third night in the
open as aftershocks rattled the region,

suulhwest of Bogota.

“We need the government to take us out of here!”
shouted an enraged Indian man in Toez on Wednes-
day, shaking a carved wooden tribal stick adorned
with feathers and a small Colombian flag. ““We are
afraid the mountain will swallow us.”

The national police chief said rescuers were ham-

NATO: Russia
can participate,
not make policy

ISTANBUL, Turkey (AP) —
NATO invited Russia to join in an
extensive program of military and
political cooperation Thursday,
but stressed the West's former

archenemy cannot have a say in

alliance policy-making.

It also assured the rest of East-
ern Europe that NATO’s wish for
closer ties with Moscow did not
signal a new Yalta accord to di-
vide the European continent, as
happened in 1945.

The allies will hear Russian For-
eign Minister Andrei Kozyrev's re-
action to their offer today when
they meet with their counterparts
from across Eastern Europe.

“Good, cooperative relations be-
tween NATO and Russia will be a
key element for secunty and sta-
bility in Europe,”’ Secretary of
State Warren Christopher and his
NATO colleagues said after a one-
day meeting.

Key to this, they said in a state-

ment, was a Russian signature on
a Partnership for Peace accord
that 18 of its Cold War allies have

already joined.

They provide for broad political

and military cooperation, includ-
ing jOII’Il maneuvers and NATO

help in defense planning and in
converting arms industries to ci-

vilian purposes.

It stops short of providing any
security guarantees, but will allow
for eventual NATO membership
for some East Europeans.

Moscow, clinging to superpower
status, has said it will sign a Part-
nership for Peace accord if NATO
agrees to consult Moscow on poli-
cy matters giving Russia a veto
right.

The NATO foreign ministers
said if Russia signs a basic part-
nership, they would be ready to
broaden cooperation, into such ar-
eas as nuclear arms and safety
and European security questions.

But there can be ‘““no veto, no
surprises’’ in Moscow's partner-
ship accord with NATO, said Brit-
ish Foreign Secretary Douglas
Hurd, only ““substantive
cooperation.’”

Closer ties with Moscow, “‘will
not, of course, affect NATO’s right
to take its own decisions on its own
responsibility,”” including those on
enlarging NATO, the foreign min-
isters said. Several East European
nations are seeking early member-
ship in the alliance.

Thursday’s meeting opened with
a pledge to these countries, nota-
bly Hungary, Poland and the
Czech and Slovak republics, that
NATO’s wish to draw Moscow clos-
er did not mean it sought to draw
“new dividing lines across

Europe.”

Russia ‘‘is and will remain the
gsingle most powerful nation in
Europe,” said NATO Deputy Sec-
retary General Sergio Balanzino.

But NATO has no intention to co-
operate with Moscow ‘‘in so-called
Yalta-2,” he added. He referred to
the February 1945 conference In
Yalta on the Crimean peninsula
where Russia, the United States
and Britain basically agreed to
carve up Europe after World War

il

National Police

pered by the remoteness of the region — accessible
now only by helicopter — and the sheer number of
people needing help.

About 70 children who had become separated from

their parents were ferried by helicopter to Belalcazar,

SUrvivors,
priority.

a village damaged by the quake and avalanche, and

put up in a hospital, a school and in tents.
Helicopters delivered food and water and evacuated

with children and the injured having

Rain and low clouds kept the choppers grounded for

three hours Wednesday, hampering what was an al-

line Thursday.
180 miles

ready slow operation, said Associated Press photogra-
pher Fernando Llano, who returned from the disaster
site Wednesday night.

“The Aid, Another Disaster,”
Colombia’s most widely read newspaper, in a head-

declared El Tiempo,

Estimates of the missing ranged up to 1,500, but

officials said many may be alive and just unaccounted

homeless.
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for. The government said about 2,000 people were left

Amparo Gomez, a spokeswoman for the National
Disaster Office, said there was no estimate on the
total number of dead because it would simply be ““haz-
arding a guess.”

90 D

19" Color TV with Remote
Control & On-Screen Displays

DTG2023FC

111

4-Head VCR with
On-Screen Programming

DVR7274

EPSON Full-Featured
24-Pin_

with 5-Disc

ol 98
31991

100 Watts per Channel
Remote Cuntrol Stereo
Recetver axosrwmxais

AM/FM Stereo Cassette
Boom Box with Built-in
CD Player mxsi00co

e —— Fuces Good iy 61194

Appllances

B Related story/8B

but no damage or casualties.
There were also reports of damage
to some buildings in the capital,
Brasilia, and in Sao Paulo.

But because the quake was so
deep, ‘‘there pretty much won't be
much damage,”’ Mori said.

The quake was lelt as far away
as Toronto. Some residents in
high-rise apartments said they

saw nb)ecls shake for a few sec-
onds. ““We just felt the building
move [rom side to side,”” said Cin-
dy Hill of Toronto.

There were also reports of trem-
ors in California and throughout
the Midwest, including Ilowa,
South Dakota, Nebraska and
Minnesota.

Pat Gill in Sioux City, lowa, said
he “felt a steady bump” while
working on the 12th floor of a
downtown office building

"I went out to look at the water
cooler,”’ he said. *'It was spooky 1o
see the water shaking back and
forth.”

But the quake lost much of its
force as the shock waves traveled
from the epicenter, and most peo-
ple in the United States probably
didn’t feel it, Mori said.

“The reverberations from the
waves will continue for days,” he
said, but there will be [ewer after-
shocks .
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PLOblasts Israel for freeing fewer prisoners

B Israel was had tried to take to Jericho, on the delicate matter. From their van- prisoners wouid be ireed by June

West Bank tage, they have locked up crimi- 8. And it created two categories.
supposed to free 5,000 The issue is an emotional one for nals, including terrorists. In fact, people who would be released out- .00""6
prisoners by many Palestinians in the Gaza some Israelis label all Palestinian right and others who would be

¢ Strip and West Bank because they prisoners terrorists. While many “‘turned over’’ to the Palestinian
Wednesday, but a regard their estimated 9,000 com- did commit violent acts, people National Authority, the provision- 686 9054
ieast half still behind patriots in Israeli hands as polii- from the territories have also been al government for Gaza and Jeri

: cal prisoners, even prisoners of held for writing nationalist graffiti cho, which is still being formed. . ’
bars after deadline. war, in the anti-Israel resistance. and displaying Palestinian flags, F’ND US

Virtually every one of the two mi- and for other political activities = Those who are to be '‘turned
N.Y. Times News Service lion Palestinians in the territories  that are now carried out openly.  over” — actual numbers were not IN THE YELLOW PA GES
has done prison time or has a rela- The May 4 agreement that put mentioned — would have to stay in
(CAZA CITY. Gaza Strip — Isra- tive or {friend who has Palestinian self-rule in motion in Gaza or Jericho ‘‘for the remain We Are Currently Rooﬁng

bout 180 Palestinian pris- Many Israelis also consider it a Gaza and Jericho said about 5,000 der of their sentences "
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Barters announce trips to
peoul, Pyongyang next week

LANTA (AP) — Former
sident Carter said he and his
will visit North and South
ea next week as private citi-
and hopes to discuss “‘im-
gtant issues of the day with
gers.
The initiative for this trip
been [rom Korea, not Wash-
on, and | will have no offi-

fusal to allow inspections of nu-
clear facilities.

Carter said he was first invit-
ed Lo visit the area in 1991, and
Once sent an advance team over
to the two countries to prepare
for a possible trip.

""As 1s the case with other in-
ternational issues since leaving
| the White House, I have at-

| status relating to the U.S. tempted to stay adequately

ernment, Carter said briefed on the Korean situa-
rsday in a statement. tion,”” he said. “My hope is to
mhe Clinton administration discuss some of the important

: Ibeen‘ pushi_ng for sanctions  issues of the day with leaders in
pinst North Korea over its re- the area "
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Tokyo OKs sanctions against N. Korear

B Officials predict Russia will
join U.S., Japan but worry
about China'’s stance.

Assoclated Press

WASHINGTON — Japan assured the United
States Thursday that it supports imposition of
sanctions against North Korea and will comply
with any steps taken by the U.N. Security
Council.

Assistant U.S. Secretary of State Robert Gal-
luceci relayed the Japanese assurance to Con-
gress Thursday. He said Russia also is expect-

ed to back sanctions, while China’s vote cannot
be predicted despite its statements against
such action.

“There are no grounds for portraying U.S.

and Japanese views as diverging on this is-

sue,”” Assistant Secretary of State Robert L.
(Gallucei told the House in an unusual statement

~ that he said was endorsed by the Japanese

government.

“Japan believes it is time to show an appro-
priate response to North Korean actions, in-
cluding sanctions, at the U.N. Security Coun-

cil,” Gallucci said.

The statement, he told the Foreign Affairs
Committee, was prompted by a New York
Times report that Japan was reluctant to go
along with President Clinton’'s plan to punish

North Korea for refusing to allow complete in-

ternational inspection of its nuclear facilities.

Gallucci said the Japanese political minister
in Washington contacted the State Department
after the article appeared ‘‘to reassure us that

what we had consulted over so intently on Fri-

day and Saturday last week was indeed the
Japanese position, and that what we were read-
ing in The New York Times this morning was
not the Japanese position.”

After the meetings, Japan had joined the
United States and South Korea in publicly call-
ing for U.N. sanctions.

The Times report said the Japanese were
concerned about North Korea's reaction, pos-
ing strong resistance to sanctions and balking
at a cutoff of the hundreds of millions of dollars
;Elat North Koreans living in Japan send to the

orth.

Gallucci said there was no resistance or balk-
ing on the part of Japan.

He said the Japanese ‘“have some views
about how sanctions should proceed, but have
agreed to go along with whatever the U.N. im-
poses .
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irtually every Tex-
\/ an has a stake in the
hearing to be held
Tuesday in an Austin state
district courtroom in a
lawsuit filed by the state
Republican Party
against Gov. Ann
Richards.
The lawsuit alleges
that Richards has illegally
blocked access to public
records in her office that
every Texan has the
right to inspect under the
Texas Open Records
Act. The lawsuit also al-
leges that Atty. Gen.
Dan Morales’s office has
not acted in a timely
manner on questions
raised by the governor's
office over whether certain
records could be made
public. The Texas Depart-
ment of Public Safety,
which has refused to re-
lease Richards’ travel
records, is also named as a
defendant in the suit.

Lawsuit by GOP
raises valid issues

In part, the documents
sought by the Republican
Party include records
about the review and de-
struction of phone re-
cords in the governor’s of-
fice. And partisan

Hea:st News Service

politics entered the picture
when earlier this year it
was discovered that Ri-
chards’ office had de-
stroyed years of long-dis-
tance phone records a
few weeks after Travis
County prosecutors raid-
ed the state Treasury and
seized the records of for-
mer Republican Treasurer
Kay Bailey Hutchison.
The issues involved In
the suit filed against Gov.
Richards include (1) the
public’s right to open re- -
cords in the governor'’s
office, and (2) knowing
whether elected officials
in Austin are honestly,
faithfully, and ethically
carrying out the duties for
which they were elected.
Texans have a definite
need to get answers in both
of those areas, thus the
lawsuit by the Republican
Party is valid. At its
heart, the lawsuit is alleg-
ing that Texans are not
receiving timely, above-
board government ser-
vice that serves the public
interest. The people of
Texas have the right to
know whether that alle-
gation is true.

OT1HER VIEWS
President Clinton’s ‘blab’

has extremely high price

|

{ one word describes the
Clinton administration, it is
talk. From town hall meet-

ings to White House roundtables,
the president is a man of blab.
So it is no surprise that he
convenes conferences with ‘‘real
people” to find the inner child,
uh, we mean inner core, of every
governmental (and non-govern-
mental) problem. Such was the
case with a recent meeting over
government job training and re-
training programs. Labor Sec-
retary Robert Reich hosted the
event, which the president

attended.

Ostensibly there ““to learn,”
Reich had gathered people he had
previously talked to to tell him
what he had previously heard. Can

you say photo-op?

The total cost to the taxpayer
was $253,600.80.

How many people could have
been retrained for that money?

As if the touchy-feely presi-
dency wasn't bad enough, now we
have to pay for it too. It would
be interesting to see the total bill
from the president’s town hall
meetings and conferences. Per-
haps if these served any pur-
pose other than to promote the
president, the price might be
worth it. But as is, these events
are merely meant to boost the
president’s sagging political
fortunes.

— Amarillo Daily News

‘Morales’ ruling should help
‘make state’s schools safer Wiuam Murckison

ruling issued last week

by Texas Attorney General

Dan Morales should
make it easier for school officials
to keep tabs on youthful trouble-
makers and make campuses safer

for students and

faculty alike

Morales said that a 1993 law -
allowing school officials and law

enforcement

to ex-

change information about crimi-
nal activities by juveniles was

being interpreted too narrowly

Armed with Morales’ ruling,

law enforcement

have been arrested, the nature
of their offenses and the names of

TobpAY IN HISTORY

Today is Friday, June 10, the
161st day of 1994. There are 204
left in the year.

oday’s highlight in -
On June 10, 1935,

was founded in Akron,

any victims if they are students
or school personnel.

Because of a tand-
ing of the intent of the law, the
Texas Juvenile Probation Com-
mission had allowed police tg give
school officials names of arrest-
ed students but not the nature ol‘#
their alleged offenses. |

This obviously put school ad-
ministrators at a disadvantage
and wasn’t fair to the students
invelved. Different punitive mea-
sures are called for to deal with
a student arrested for marijuana

possession, for example, than
for carrying a concealed weapon.

— Fort Worth Star-Telegram

In 1865, the gﬁe”r: “Tristan und

Isclde’”” by Ri Wagner pre-
micred in Munich, Germany.
In 1892, the lican National

Convention in nomi-
nated President Harrison for re-
election and Whitelaw Reid for
vice president. (Harrison lost the
election to former President

Cleveland.)
In 1922, singer-actress J

udy Gar-

land was born Frances Gumm in

Grand Rapids, Mign.

~ surrounded by black

JACK ANDERSON

OPINION

Friday, June 10, 1994

Senators play musical chairs, offices

ASHINGTON — Sen. Harris Wofford,

\\%

you stand can be less important than where you
Sit.

Wofford has twice
lost his seat on the Sen-
ate floor to veteran col-
leagues coveting bet-

ter angles for C-
SPAN's television §
cameras.

“They have sort of a
chess board and you
have to wait until the
seniority gets down to
you and see which
seats are left,”” Wol-
ford told us. "It was
sort of funny except | would come In to sit in my
seat and a page would come up and say, ‘No,
it's been taken now by Senator (Dale) Bum-
pers.” Being at the bottom [ moved around
more than anyone else.”

Wofford understands the methods behind the
mugging madness. '‘There are theories that
you get the best television coverage on certain
areas of the Senate floor,”” Wolfford revealed.
“I like it very much where I landed — I'm right
up in the front row. But for some reason, people
have concluded that midway back or otherwise
you get better (TV) coverage.”

The upper chamber’s version of musical
chairs, however, doesn’t gall Wofford as much
as Its game -of ‘‘musical offices.”” After each
general election, senators scramble for new of-
fices based on vanity more than necessity. Fol-
lowing the 1992 electiol, there were 13 new sen-
ators but a total of 26 office moves because
returning senators are allowed to move into the
posher offices vacated by their defeated or re-
tired colleagues.

Taxpayers spent well over $1 million on these
Senate moves last year, including $859,000 in
basic moving costs and untold thousands more
to re-route telephones, fax machines and other
electronic equipment. *‘It isn’t just the waste of
dollars but it’s all that waste of time,”” said
Wofford. “‘Staffers are busy moving, all of the

Anderson

CHARLEY REESE

Both parties betray the American people

alk about reforming welfare is prema-

ture. First, Americans have to find the
political will to reform the economy.

A few years back, I visited a friend in rural

South Carolina. I grew up in the rural South,

people, so their ab-
sence in this area
struck me as out of the
ordinary.

“Where are the
blacks?” 1 asked my
host.

“In the projects,” he
said.

“Why?"
“No )jobs.” He

tin-roofed shed in the

middle of the field. It shielded a machine not
much larger than a tractor. ““You see that. One
man with that machine can plant and harvest
700 acres of cotton.”

The blacks who used to work in agriculture
had been rendered surplus by mechanization.
The same thing has happened in the cities. De-
troit has lost 30,000 jobs, but let’s not disguise
the problem with abstract talk. In Detroit,
30,000 human beings who once had jobs and
could support themselves and their families
were thrown on the street with no income.

It always bears repeating: A man who does
not own his own land can sustain his li!e in only

Life at 16 equals cars, Junk food, sleeping late

S ixteen of these rather public birthday
salutations! You know very well what
that kind of landmark signifies and por-

tends. A couple of days distant from The Big

Day Itself, I will suggest, nonetheless, what it

signifies and portends.
First of all, some

permanent alterations
of style. This dawned
upon your father as he
sat down to write. In
previous epistles,
there has been a cer- |

tain, what shall I call p

it, verticality — a look-

ing-downness inherent
in, and appropriate to,
the relationship of fa-
ther to son. I must say,
my more-than-half-grown
mi-fhﬂ reach than it used to be.
ere’s you, and here’s me, communicating

these days essentially at eye level. An inch, or
thereabouts, your 6-foot father still has on you,
but that’s not much. Moreover, it's probably
not going to last long. It could well be that the
next time we do this I'll be looking up, and
you'll be | down. That’s some switch!

And it's not a matter of feet and inches
but of something immeasurably u:rm definite-
ly intended — more urgent: a of meeting
of the minds, as well as the eyes.

The relationship of father to son is necessar-

murchison
boy, verticality is a

D-Pa., has learned a strange lesson
about life in the U.S. Senate: Where

furniture is out in the halls, and your constitu-
ents come to look for you but they don’t know
where you are.

The silliest part may be the selection pro-
cess. A few days after the election, a list of the
vacancies is drawn up and then thrown into a
pool that Wolford likens to a “college dorm
lottery.”’ Veteran senators hunt for suites that
offer the best creature comforts. A premium is
put on such perks as extra space, proximity to
elevators, and good views of the Capitol.

“You have all sorts of people casing the offi-
ces,”” Wofford told our associate Ed Henry.
““All the senators and their staffers are traips-
ing through all of the offices looking at all of the
options.”’ Besides being a distraction, the pro-
cess can be pretty morbid.

In Wofford’s case, he inherited the late Sen.
John Heinz's relatively regal quarters, which
one Senate staffer called a “"big prize.”” But he

had to contend with senators and their staffs
sizing up Heinz's old office, just months after
his tragic plane crash.

Now Wofford is pushing a bill that would give
each state two permanent suites — a system
currently employed with success by Califor-
nia’s senators.

This is not the first time Wofford has made
waves. His legislation eliminated the free
health-care benefits that members of Congress
once enjoyed from the Capitol’s attending phy-
sician. When Wofford first raised the issue with
his Democratic colleagues, behind closed doors
at their weekly strategy lunch, they nearly
choked.

Jack Anderson’s and Michael Binstein’s col-
umn is distributed by United Feature
Syndicate.

three ways: a job, welfare or crime. It’s pne of
those, or death by starvation or suicide.

The American government does not wish to
talk about surplus human beings — human be-
ings for whom the corporations no longer have
any use. That's because the corporations own
the politicians. The international corporations
wish to put American jobs in foreign countries
so they can exploit cheap labor. The politicians
disguise this with prattle about free trade and
thus enact treaties, NAFTA and GATT, which
allow corporations to export jobs and import
the products.

The effect on corporations: higher profits; on
politicians, continued campaign contributions;
on the American working men and women and
the cities they live in, devastation,

So politicians, afraid to tell the truth lest they
offend the people who buy them, send out
smoke screens. The liberal Democratic smoke
screens include these two false propositions: 1.
People are on welfare because they lack the
training to get jobs. 2. Crime is caused by guns.
The truth is that there are few jobs that will
support a family, and crime is caused by chron-
ic unemployment and the hopelessness it
breeds.

Republicans, also in the pocket of big corpo-
rations, squirt out different smoke: 1. People
are on welfare because they are lazy and don’t
want to work. 2. Crime is caused by a moral
decline. The truth, however, remains the
same. There are no jobs and crime grows out of

ily tutorial, but at a certain stage it becomes
less didactic, more conversational. There is
more room for the exchange and interplay of
ideas, real ideas. Ideas, I can tell you, don’t
figure notably in burpings and bottle-warmings
— disgusting things that 16-year-olds don’t
want to be reminded about, so let that pass.

The point is, at Age 16 it's different. Your
father wouldn’'t necessarily have recruited you,
at pre-16, to assist him in covering the Demo-
cratic State Convention a few days ago, not to
mention the upcoming Republican Convention.
But a gift for writing, an eye for detail and a
burgeoning interest in, heaven help us, politics
make you eminently suitable for keeping watch
on our main political actors. And on anyone
else you might fancy writing about in future, I
strongly suspect.

Your father has not the least intention of
shanghaiing you into journalism, which craft
he has pursued these 30 years; on the other
hand, if you find that's what you like, well,
there are more discreditable professions — se-
rial killing, for instance.

Of course, there’s another aspect to this
whole Age 16 business. We call it The Car.
Which car? As far as you're concerned, any car
with an ignition and four wheels. With 16 comes
eligibility for full driver’s license, aka the teen-
age emancipation proclamation. No more
strollers, no more tricycles, no more bicycles
with training wheels. Cars are what 16-year-
olds crave.

hopelessness. _
The reason the two parties use different rhet-

oric is so big business can cover all its bets. If
you get tired of Democratic rhetoric, you can
vote for a Republican they own; if you get tired
of him, you can elect a Democrat they own.
Thus, the establishment steals the election be-
fore it’s even held, and ensures that the policies
it wants remain in effect regardless of the vo-
ters’ desires and the rhetoric they buy.

Bill Clinton on the campaign trail talked
about jobs and criticized the North American
Free Trade Agreement, promised middle-class
tax cuts and criticized Bush for appeasing Chi-
na and keeping Haitian refugees out. In office,
he backs NAFTA and GATT, forgets middle-
class tax cuts, keeps Haitian refugees out and
appeases China. On the issues big business
cares about, Clinton and Bush. are tweedledee
and tweedledum.

Now, to avoid facing the issue of increasing
numbers of Americans being rendered sn™lus
by corporations, either through automation or
off-shoring of production or both, both parties
are talking about welfare reform to bolster the
illusion that there are plenty of jobs if only
people were trained (Democrats) or had the
gumption (Republicans) to get out and get
them. A majority in both parties are liars and
whores who betray the people.

Charley Reese’s column is distributed by
King Features Syndicate.

W_e sigh heavily, your mother and I, and
await the insurance tab. And the tab is just for
starters. Handing your 16-year-old the keys to a
mechanical monster, saying, 'bye, have a nice
time, check in with us in two hours, then listen-
Ing to vrooom, vrooom, and watching as the
tail lights disappear from sight — is that what
we have geared up for all these years?
~A moment’s pause, some chewing of lower
lips, and the answer becomes as clear as most
things get in this transitory life. The answer is
gulp, yes. For exactly this we have geared up'
and for much else also, so that bluejeans mighi
replace rompers and real teeth érowd out baby
ones — and cars, real cars, with stick shifts
and bucket seats, take the place of tricycles
Irretrievably and forever. The Car takes ym;

, and also it leads you away.

Not yet, though, sorry to tell you. Two more
years of high school lie athwart the path to the
wider i , and before that a semi-
lengthy summer. Time for working; time for
sleeping late and consuming enough calories to

throw the average middle-aged parent into a

coma; time for some family travel and for look-

ing over a few co“?; campuses; time for, yes,

all right -~ for driving. Vrooom, vrooom

That's life at 16, and don’t we all know it
With love.

William Hunhmn: s column is distributed
by CIWI w’w- i) " i

" - ik

y

M.

;spi
Spide

seum
S|
By R
AsSSOCi

WA
foot in
twice
newes
der ca

One
creatu
toe. N
plete
INg brg

Most
makes
will ge
openin
Histor

Exhi
reactio

“"Evd
ders, if
he said

Codd
spider
kind of
tions ¢

Ame
fear ol
says,
reactio

Ther

| dering

Ag
cu

ATLAM
town has
In Ben
called th
Recently
skidded
three te
fourth fa
When y
to hurtle
down de
ver's lice
thrill — s
to kill. §
say state
ing them
The pr
a Center:
Preventi
among te
an Atlan
ducted by
cal offici
a quarte
county Ir
age drive
“Motor
leading c
20-year-o
Luallen,
“We feel
— of
preventa
Nation
ages 16-2
accidents
percent o
but accot
the victir
To trim
suggests
lifted gr
years al
license.
Those
unsuperv
teen-agel
ing, reqi
belts, an
passenge
kinds of 1
drive.
“The b
that driv
master |
driver to
ce,”’ Lua
The CL
tion and 1
ment of |
Such g
used in
and Onta
the CDC.
graduate
1987, mol



0, 1994

2S

their stafls
yonths aflter

MIDLAND REPORTER-TELEGRAM, FRIL, JUNE 10, 1994

= = ==

===

PAGE %A

Government: Roller-Bladers need safety gear

WASHINGTON (AP) — In-line
(Roller-Blade) skating in)uries
that need emergency room care
will more than double to 83,000 this
year, with children under 15 sul-
fering most of the bruises and bro-
ken limbs, the government pre
dicted Thursday

And the Consumer Product Sale-

ty Commission is urging all skat-

ers to wear helmets and other pro-

tective gear whenever they take
the wheels for a spin

““This sport is dangerous and the
injuries are serious, Chairman

Ann Brown said at a news conler-

ence. ""The CPSC wants your sum-
mer Roller-Blading fun to be out-
doors and in the sun, not indoors
and in the hospital.”

In-line skates, often known by
the trade name Roller Blades, are
similar to roller skates, but they
are made with a single row of
wheels on each skate instead of
iwo parallel rows.

Brown said 28,000 in-line skating
injuries were reported between
January and May, more than dou-
ble the 12,500 cases during the

“Where Quality Always Exceeds Price”

same period 1n 1993. Two deaths
were also reported during the
period.

There were 37,000 injuries and
three deaths in 1993.

More than 49,000 kids are expect-
ed. to receive emergency room
treatment for in-line injuries this
year, including 23,000 for broken
bones and 7,000 for head injuries,

Brown said the sport is “‘intrinsi-
cally dangerous,”’ but stressed
that the agency could find no de-
sign flaws or other problems with
the skates
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Spiders invade national museum

By Randolph E. Schmid
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Anyone who has ever slipped
foot into shoe on a dark, groggy morning will think
twice alter.visiting the Smithsonian Institution’s
newest exhibit — where a deadly black widow spi-
der can be viewed living in a boot.

One side of the boot is open, better td view the

creature which seems to await an unsuspecting
toe. Nearby,

Ing brown recluse.

Most people have a ‘‘shudder response’ that
makes them jump back involuntarily. That reflex
will get a workout at the new exhibit — Spiders —
opening now at the National 'ﬂu‘uum of Natural
History.

E.xhibit curator Jonathan Coddington knows the cause they have bugs in the house, ‘‘spiders don't -Limited to plants in stock- : l S X 26" $1
reaction well. live on air. If they weren’t there, you'd have a lot s2 O -1 Gallons I ‘IN STOCK NOW* W+ 2%
“Everyone has some sort of attitude about spi- ~ more insects.” Bl ended W idland @
ders, it seems. It doesn’t leave anyone neutral,’ The displays can help the fearful better under- s5 OFF-5 Gallons ' o I a
. N

he said.

Coddington’s exhibition combines displays of
spider science, spider art, spider folklore and the
kKind of spider dread that §ends creepy little sensa-
tions crawling up and down your spine.

Americans and Europeans seem to have more
fear of spiders than other cultures, Coddington
says, and at points the displays feed on that
reaction.

There's a tropical wandering spider, shown wan-
dering over some tasty-looking bananas, and Aus-

_ a plastic-topped jewelry box, com-
plete with jewelry, serves as cage for a threaten-

tralia’s deadly Sydney funnel-web is nearby.

Are there spiders that Coddington fears?

Well, he prefers the term “‘respect,” and admits
there are some he doesn’t pick up. But he handles
a lot of them in his work, has been bitten by a few.

“Spiders are about as different from humans as

you can get, but they [ace many of the same prob-

lems. There is the need to find food, to find a
mate, produce offspring, communicate, provide a
defense.”
partment ol Entomology at the museum.

He says he wants people to better understand
spiders so they can appreciate the benelits provid-
ed by the eight-legged creatures. |

For example, Coddington says people often call
to ask how they can get rid of spiders — one sub-
ject he claims little knowledge about.

He tells them they have spiders in the house be-

stand spiders. showing the size range from 10 inch-
es across to smaller than the head of a pin.

“You are always within three feet of a spider,”
one exhibit proclaims, showing their many living
areas from inside homes to beneath snowpacks.

Spiders have a limited social life, Coddington
admits, but they are social at least once in their
lives, since it takes two to reproduce.

But, he notes, spiders often eat other spiders: so
when a male and female meet ‘‘they have to have
negotiations to determine whether it will be sex or
(ood, and that can lead to misunderstandings.”

says Coddington, chairman of the De-
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| Agency urges possible

| curbs on teen drivers

ATLANTA (AP) — Nearly every
town has someplace like it.

three teen-agers and leaving a

age driver.

“Motor vehicle crashes are the
leading cause of death among 16-to
20-year-olds,”” said Dr. Jennifer
Luallen, a CDC epidemiologist.

Nationwide, about 6,000 youths
ages 16-20 die each year in traffic
accidents. Teens represent about 7
percent of the country’s population
but account for about 17 percent of
the victims of fatal crashes.

To trim those numbers, the CDC
suggests restrictions that would be
lifted gradually during the two
years alter a teen-ager gels a
license.

Those could include prohibiting
unsupervised nighttime driving by
teen-agers, zero tolerance of drink-
ing, requiring proper use ol seat
belts, and limiting the number of
passengers, distance traveled and
kinds of roads on which teens may
drive.

“The beauty is that it recognizes
that driving is a complex task to
master fully and allows a young
driver to gradually gain experien-

e,”’ Luallen said.

The CDC report is only a sugges-
tion and not an official policy state-
ment of the federal agency.

Such graduated restrictions are
used in Australia, New Zealand
and Ontario, Canada, according to
the CDC. In New Zealand, where
graduated licensing was begun in
1987, motor-vehicle deaths among

A A > = ™

drivers ages 15-17 have dropped 40
percent, Luallen said.

sometimes took risks — tailgat-

partment’s Strategic Tralfic Acci-
dent Reduetion team, said it often
takes an accident to persuade
teen-agers to drive salely.
“Younger drivers think they're

“We feel that many — if not most invincible,” Tyson said. ‘‘They are
: te — of these deaths are notaware of the hazards in driving
| preventable.” a 2,000-pound missile down the

street full of flammable fuel.”

In the Nebraska accident on
April 1, 17-year-old Kristen Decker
was charged under a new state law
intending to make it easier to pros-
ecute teen drivers for drunken
driving by setting a blood-alcohol
level lower for teens than for adult
drivers.

Still, alcohol isn’'t needed for
dangerous teen driving.

On Wednesday, 19-year-old
Christopher Passalaqua was sen-
tenced to 60 days at a halfway
house and three years’' probation
and was’ suspended of his driving
privileges in connection to a car
crash that left one victim unable to
walk.

He was driving 84 mph near Ak-
ron, Ohio, in November and his
car collided with an oncoming car.
The accident left the other driver
injured so badly that paramedics
thought she was dead. Passalaqua
was convicted last month of aggra-
vated vehicular assault, reckless
operation, speeding and other
offenses.

States set their own regulations
for licensing. Many teen drivers
obtain a learner’'s permit, which
allows restricted driving.
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Moynihan's proposal eliminated every dy prlces Joy
several politically popular benefits . Vie
in the Clinton bill, like prescription | e
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made it clear he ‘was seriously
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making bill easier to pass

The Clinton, Kennedy and Moy-
nihan plans all rely on employers
to buy health insurance for their
workers and to pay most of the
premiums. Kennedy's bill would
exempt employers with 10 or few-
er workers: Moynihan's would ex-
empt employers with 20 or fewer
workers but only for several
years

Survey: Merit pay
pbecomes less likely
due to economy

NEW YORK (AP) — Your com-
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that might translate into a fat
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A lot of people still remember
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— 10 percent budgets,’’ said Susan
Rowland of the Towers Perrin
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