IDLAND REPORTER- TELEGRAM

MONDAY, MARCH 27, 2017

e i | | —— o g . — T S — e ——— W T RS v —

mrt¥com

235,000 readers in print and online monthly

PRESERVING HISTORY

Teaching young people to respect cops in the times we live in

By Ken Herman
Austin American-Statesman

In Latin and in law it’s known as “in
loco parentis.” It's often a concept of last
resort, one not pursued lightly because it
runs counter to our better instincts. The
literal translation is “in place of a parent.”

The best societies are built on the notion
that parents — more than governments,
more than judges — know what's best for
their children.

it’s not always true

Schools are an in loco parentis situation,
one that most of us agree on because most
parents aren t qualified to educate their
children.

Senate Bill 30, approved this week by

B COMMENTARY

a Texas Senate committee and probably
headed to the Senate floor soon, einbraces
in loco parentis on a very specific educa-
tional matter, one that most parents should
be gqualified to handle: the interaction

of young people and cops during traffic
stops, a common occurrence that always
starts with some tension and sometimes
ends with tragedy.

“Chairman Birdwell and | were just
talking about how sad it is that we have
0 be having this conversation, state Sen
José Menéndez, D-San Antonio, said.
referring to state Sen. Brian Birdwell,
R-Granbury, during a Tuesday committee
hearing on the il

.
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Moments earlier, Sen. Charles Perry,
R-Lubbock, talked about-the bill and “the
times we live in."

There are lots of things in which the
phrase “the times we live in” seems appro
priate. Few are sadder than the topic that
SB 30 seeks to address.

SB 30, which has bipartisan support,
simply seeks to educate young people on
how to interact with a cop by adding a
section about that to the driver’s license
manual and by teaching about it in our
public schools

And. acknowledging this 1s a two-sided
problem, the bill also calls for requiring
cops to complete a “civilian interaction
raining program.

Prior to the Tuesday hearing at which

-
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In this Jan. 10, photo Texas Speaker of the House Joe Straus, R-San Antonio, stands before the opening of the 85th Texas Legisliative session in the
house chambers at the Texas State Capitol after he was re-elected for a fifth consecutive tarm in Austin Texas' rainy Jav fund has more than $10 bil
on at a i'me when slumping oll prices have left Texas facing a shortfall of as much as $6 billion just to maintain current spending levels State House
lawmakers are clamoring fo ciose that gap by tapping the rainy day fund, but the Senate's draft budget avoided doing that via an accounting gimmick

What to watch: Texas isn’t alone in rainy day fund fight

By Will Weissert

Associated Press

AUSTIN — Is it raining in Texas” That
depends on who you ask.

The ramny day fund contains $10-plus-
billion at a time when slumping oil prices
have left the state facing a potential $6
billion shortfall just to maintain current
spending levels in the 2018-2019 budget
the Legislature is now devising. Demo-
crats and Republicans in the House want
to spend some of that to forego wide-
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spread cuts .

But in its version of the budget, the
Senate avorded randing Texas’ piggy bank
by using an accounting gimmick that
would temporanly divert $2.6 hillion pre
viously earmarked for highway funding
House Speaker Joe Straus decried that as
“counting money twice.”

“I'm not interested in cooking the
books just to avoid a vote on the rainy
day fund.” said Straus, a San Antonio
Republican

It's a common hight across conservative

nationwide. Page 1A
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The big number
The average price of gasoline

is §2.34 a gallon

Amenca, where legisiatures often won |
tonch cash reserves, prefernng to hoard
money for untold future calamities at the
expense of keeping themselves afloat dur
ing current budget boondoggles

'he National Association of State
Budget Officers says rainy day funds
nattionwide had an all-time high fund
balance of $79.6 billion in fiscal vear
2015 and shpped only to $73.3 lllion in
fiscal year 2016, despite the prolonged o1l
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the Senate Criminal Justice Committes
sent SB 30 to the full Senate. an impre
sive and diverse group of upporters
lawmakers. law enforcers. community
ACtIViIsts gathered tor a ( J[‘H?wl NeWw
conference. L.t. Gov. Dan Patnick. a
Rt‘pl_lhlltdﬂ was there and called
the session’'s most important bills

OUne of the il s SPoNsors, Sen. Koy
West. D-Dallas. said the bill is “real
simple. The problem it addresses. of
course Nerher s the soluvon
bill 1s the product of hours of d
among diverse interest groups
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George il (Clem)

Clement Enos George IlI
(Clem), a Midlander since
1948, passed away Wednes-
day, March 22, 2017.

An only child, Clem grew
up in Tucson, Arizona. He
entered his beloved Universi-
ty of Arizona in 1938, joined
the Sigma Nu fraternity, and
studied Mining Engineering
and Business Administration.
He has been an avid Anizona
Wildcat for over 80 years.

Clem met Betty Suggett of
Ft. Worth, Texas in 1941,
al a Sigma Nu/Chi Omega
dance and they married
on December 29, 1943
Betty predeceased Clem on
September 6, 201 1.

As with many college
ROTC cadets at the time, in
May of 1942, Clem was in-
ducted into the United States
Army Air Corps as a Second
Licutenant. He served as
Head of the Air Corps Sup-
ply stationed at Boling Field
- Washington D.C. and at La

Guardia Field - New York
City. While in New York,
his  fondest memory was

dancing with Betty to Guy
Lombardo at the Roosevelt
Gnll.

One of Clem's primary du-
ties in the Air Corps was the
;tn:ronsibility for the control

maintenance of President
Truman's airplane, as well as
being a supervisor over 200
civilians and 16 enlisted men
He ended his military service
to our country as a Captain in
January 1946

After the war, Clem en-
tered graduate school at The
University of Texas, Austin
and graduated in 1948, num-
ber one in his class with a
Master s degree in Geology
On March |, 1948, Clem
rode the tramn from Ft. Worth
o Midland to report 1o work

Warch
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price slump punishing state
revenue in exas and other
energy-producing locales
Just nine states tapped
their cash reserves in fiscal
year 2016, and fewer still
appear ready to do so this
fiscal vear

Texas™ aversion to rainy
day fund spending 1s espe
cially acute, though. The
budget officers’ associa-
tion lists Texas' rainy day
fund as worth more than
$10.1 billion, equivalent
to 19 percent of total state
expenditures for fiscal year
2017. It reports that that's
a greater percentage than
anywhere except sparsely
populated Wyoming,
whose about $1.5 billion
cash reserves exceed 100
percent of state expend-
tures, and Alaska, where
the $3.5 billion rainy day
fund represents nearly 83
percent of state spending
this fiscal vear

There’s precedent here
In 2011, Texas cut $5.4
billion from public schools
rather than draw more

~ substantially from the
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rainy day fund. That came
amid pressure from then-
Gov. Rick Perry, who was
preparing a presidential
run and wanted to bolster
his tea party credentials
by keeping Texas’ cash
reserves as intact as pos-
sible. Perry’s successor,
Gov. Greg Abbott, now has
said he’d prefer to avoid
ing the rainy day fund

— but it ma 3ﬂnhﬂ%ﬁ:n*
While wn{ing on
' rain daifund's fate, here
are

gislative issues to
watch this week:

Senate budget

The draft t is set
to hit the Senate floor
Tuesday. It includes cuts to
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grandchil-
dren had to know daily how
GE closed.

Clem’s love of history,
travel, sports, and old movies
was ingrained into his two
children, Meredith and Kenn,
and his six grandchildren. If
you did not know what hap-
Eened in 1066 you were in

Ig Trouble' (Answer: Battle
of Hastings)

Clem’s children and grand-
children have all been part of
the Boston Red Sox Fan
Club, because of Clem's un-
wavering sum»n since 1936,
in spite of curse of the
Bambino. What a joyous day
for Clem when the curse was
broken. Clem hosted multi-
ple grandchildren, Meredith,
and Kenn to relish in person
three World Series wins.

Clem is survived by two
children, Meredith and hus-
band Ed of New Mexico and
Kenn and wife Tricia of
Dallas; grandchildren,
Kenneth George [l and
wife Carolyn, and great-
grandchildren, Kenneth [l
and John, of Chevy Chase,
Maryland, Patrick
and wife Elizabeth, Clement
George and wife Molly, Eliz-
abeth Gosselin and husband
Chase, all residing in Dallas,
Edward Tinsley IV and wife
Kelly, and Ede Booth and

husband Morgan; great-
grandchildren Lawler and
. Scarlett, all residing in

" Houston

Our family would like to

| thank Clem’s wonderful and
- devoted caregivers. They are
| true friends and so much ap-
- preciated: Lisa and Kevin
| Roberts. |
. Camllo and Fred Jimenez,

Gracie Lara. Lon

seeking to maintain border
security spending at $800
million.

Debate may prove
arduous, but the proposal
should suill pass the Senate
relatively unscathed. The
House looks like another
story

Also poised for a Senate
floor vote is a bill modify-

law by incorporating some
temporary changes ordered
after it was ruled discrimi-
natory last year

Federal appeals courts
declared that the law dis-
proportionately penalized
poor and minority Texans,
and ordered a workaround
for November’s presi-
dential election. That let
people without required
1D vote by signing an af-
hdavit

The bill seeks to make-
permanent much of that
temporary fix whiie
mandating up to i0 years in
prison for anyone convicted
of lying on such affidavits.

mm

The House and Senate
continue to advance differ-
ent priorities for public edu-
cation — meaning neither
may get what it wants.

Senate, as early as

this week, could
a voucher plan
state subsidizes for children
attending private and
religious schools. But that
issue is a House non-starter.

Instead, the House should
soon debate and pass a bill
making sweeping changes
to Texas' school finance
system — which the state
Supreme Court ruled was
flawed but con-
stitutional last summer.

A school finance fix,

roud 8 9 Betatn, where
tackling

some
sucha when

- wait? Do you comply
- then complain? And if you
- decide to complain, where
. do you complain?”

ing Texas’ strict voter ID © |
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John Scharbauer
Dublin, Jr.

John said, "I have always
little

shoulder,” and with that we
begin...

After a rewarding life of
95 years, John Scharbauver
Dublin, Jr., surrounded by
devoted family and friends,
died Saturday, March 11,
2017,

To commemorate John's
life, a service will be held at
[1:00 am. on Wednesday,
March 29, 2017 at the Ist
Community Credit Union
Spur Arena in San Angelo.

John was born December
29, 1921 in Midland Texas to
John S. Dublin, Sr. and Min-
nie Terry Dublin.

He is survived by his son
and daughter-in-law, Chris
and Jan Dublin of San Ange-
lo; daughter-in-law, Janet
Dublin of Schertz, Texas;
grandchildren, John L. Dub-
lin of Whitney, Texas, Amy
Dublin of Mountain Home,
Arkansas, Jeff Dublin of
Schertz, Texas, and Trisha
Dublin, El Paso, Texas; spe-
cial friend, Bobbie Walker;
and cousin, Sammye Stone.

He is also survived by
Hammiet Faudree's children,
Matt Faudree, Ellen Bell

up as an only
child and attended public
school in Midland, Texas.
After graduation, he enrolled
in New Mexico Military
Institute. "I really went there
to leamn to egl:y polo rather
than for an ation.”
After the war, John saw his
first cutti

first National Cuttin
Event of his career. His first
efforts won three 2nds, each
paying $75. He continued to
ride cutting horses for most
of the next 50 years.

John had a unique relation-
ship with his father. They
shared respect for each other
and their business relation-
ships were based on trust and
hard work. Everything was
SU/50. John always said, "My
dad was my best friend and
playmate. He was my teach-
er. We had a wonderful rela-
tionship. My son, Chris, and |
have that same relationship.”
In 1948 at the age of 53,
John's father died of a
heart attack soon after John
returned from the war.

In his own words, John be-
lieved that he had been in the
cow business all his life. He
enjoyed success in many dif-
ferent arenas. was a
rancher and a businessman.
His passion was the western
way of life: ranching . and
horses. As a judge, contest-
ant, and breeder, John took
pleasure in supporting The
National Cutting Horse Asso-
ciation and the American
Quarter Horse Association.
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must be covered.
“Say that you end up

~ having a disagreement

with the law enforcement
officer.” West said at the
committee hearing. “Do

| you try 10 argue your case

on the street or do you
and

Many of us don’t need a

. course on that. Too many

of us do.
State Sen. John Whit-

" mire, D-Houston, a bill
- sponsor, said the message

1s simple for anyone who

. thinks a cop is treating

them unfairly, or worse:
“You don't try to settle it

' on the streets of Texas.

. You go to internal affairs;

| you go o your parents.

| YOu go to your minister

. and allow everyone to then
. deal respectfully with one
 another.”

Traffic stop rules and
protocols change. Whit-
mire noted cops used to
want you to get out of your
car. Now they don’t, unless
asked.

“1 was blessed to have
parents that taught me
that,” Whitmire said of
how to interact with police.
“And | have mentors that
taught me that. But un-
fortunately, a lot of young
people, | think, are having
to learn that for themselves
(or) maybe learn from
peers. And that's not al-
ways the instruction.”

| asked what
it means that SB 30 is

system.” Perry said some
things used to be com-
mon sense: “You typically
don’t have a disagreement
with someone wearing

a gun and a badge in a
disrespectful manner. But
that’s not the days we live
in today.”

All Perry was looking
for — and he got it — was
assurance from West that
SB 30 wouldn’t require a
full class in how 1o interact
with cops. West said it
would just be a module in
a class.

Menéndez later pinpoint-
ed the problem: “Some-
times, young people don't
see law enforcement as
peacekeepers, and we have
got to do what we can to
restore that relationship.”

James Nash, an African-
American pastor from
Houston, stood with SB
30 supporters at the press
conference and commit-
tee hearing. He said some
young people see cops as
“the enemy.”

“For too long,” Nash
said, “our youngsters have
been told by others that
we don’t have to respect
police.”

Mull that for a mo-
ment. And consider that,
although all police deserve
respect, a few — a very
few — forfeit it.

“We talk about bridg-
ing the gap between law
enforcement and the
community, which is very
powerful,” Nash said.
“We've got a march com-
ing up this weekend. But
what do we do after the
marches? ... How do we
reach our young men who
have been told that all

respected,” the rever-
end said, “but they have to
be taught how to respect
law enforcement.”

This has become some-
thing that must be handled
in loco parentis. SB 30 is
a measure of the times we
live in.
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armival of Marie
lovingly known as Mema.

Marie was the second
daughter born to Anna "An-
nie” Helena Streit Hoeldtke
and William Fredrick "Wil-
lie” Hoeldtke on June 16,
1928 in Oklaunion, Texas.

She spent her younger
years in Bowie, Texas on the
family farm. While attending
Bowie High School, she met
Robert C. Walker and they
marmied May 26, 1945 in
Bowie, Texas Pastor
Danielson of the St. Peter's
Lutheran Church. To this
union, three children were
born - Robert C. Walker, Jr.;
David F. Walker; and Anne
E. Walker.

Mr. Walker went to work
for Continental Oil Compan
in 1945, having thirteen dif-
ferent assignments during the
first year, Marie became a
master at moving households
at a moment’s notice.
later settled in Mi
Texas in April 1960. Never
one to sit wdly '

by, Marie |

Home from
1:00 'p,m. to 8:00 p.m.; fami-
ly will not be present.

A funeral service 1s sched-
uled for 11:00 am. on Tues-
day, March 28, 2017 a
Midland Lutheran Church.

Home of Midland, Texas.

In lieu of flowers, memori-
als may be directed to
Hospice of Midland, 911
West Texas, Midland, Texas
79701; National Marfan
Foundation, 382 Main St.
Port Washi ., New York
11050; or Midland Lutheran
Church, 2705 West Michigan
Avenue, Midland, Texas
79701.

Online condolences can
be made at
www.ellisfunerals.com .

Funeral Home
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2 FROM WIRE REPORTS
BROOKSHIRE invoiving death, accident
Suspect arrested in  invo!ving serious bodily
injury and .

Houston-area hit-and-
run, 2 cyclists die

OlIimtnve;tmdn
man suspected of driving a
vehicle in a Southeast Texas
hit-and-run that left two

‘“'“bncycliﬂqchadudm

Waller C jail
records show Kevin
Tome of Dallas was being
held Sunday on charges
including murder, aggra-

- vated assault causing seri-

ous bodily injury, accident

Hours
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Center needs 64 volunteer

hours every week to provide
life-changing hippotherapy
services. In 2016, Big
Brothers Big Sisters had
more than 750 hours spent
with Littles. The Pickwick
Players and Midland Col-
lege students provided more
than 3,500 hours assist-
ing with Theatre School,
Centerstage and Applause.
The Midland County Public
Library had 82 volunteers
provide 1,764 hours.
These numbers are
astounding — especially
when you realize these are
only the numbers from

a few of the wonderful

nonprofit organizations in
o AT
more in
Midland. Play with the math
on that and you just have to

be amazed.
And

of amaz-

ing, what about all the local
'bru-ﬂhlv“

events and or-
time after time.
is an oil and gas

community. We live by it.
I'm not sure there is another
in Texas with

such a attitude
| won't name
them — the list is much too

You need receive
?ﬂﬁﬂﬂ“

Authorities say
was arrested Saturday a few
hours after the accident in
Brookshire, 40 miles west
of Houston. Officials say
two riders died, while a
third suffered a leg injury.

Investigators say the
driver ran from the scene
and allegedly broke into a
home, but agreed to surren-
der after being confronted
by the resident.

Jail records didn’t im-
mediately list bond or an
attorney to speak for Tome.
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eld, R-Greenville, walks through the House chamber during

the first day of legisiative session &at the South Carolina Statehouse in Columbia, S C Bedingfield
once shunned marijuana use, but when his eldest son died of an overdose last Easter, ending a six-
year struggle with opioid addiction, the conservative Republican co-sponsored this year's medical

cannabis legislation

Medical pot bill in S. Carolina

bolstered by conservatives

By Seanna Adcox

Associated Press

COLUMBIA, S.C. -
South Carolina Rep. Eric
Bedingfield once shunned
all marijuana use, but
when his eldest son’s six-
year struggle with opioid
addition ended with his
overdose a year ago, the
conservative Republican
co-sponsored medical can
nabis legislation.

“My mindset has
changed from somebody
who looked down on 1t as a
negative substance (o say
ing, “This has benefits,
Bedingfield said recently

The 50-year-old teetotal
er believes marijjuana may
effectively wean addicts
from an oproid depen
dence. Ultimately, the Ma
rine veteran hopes medi
cal marijuana can be an
alternative to people being
prescribed OxyContin or
other oproid painkillers to
begin with, helping curb an
epidemic he's seen destroy
famihies of all economic
levels

T'wo decades after
Califorma became the hrst
state to legalize medical
marijuana, efforts to let
patients legally access pol
are slowly taking root n
the South

Although 28 states allow
comprehensive med:
cal manjuana programs
only two of those are in
the South. Arkansas and
Florida voters approved
theirs through the ballot
last November. Neither 1s
in place yet. A law signed
in Lowsiana last year, also
not yet in effect. doesn’t al
low the smoking or vaping
of marijuana

This year's renewed
push in South Carolina 1s
bolstered by some of the
state s most conservative
legislators, such as Beding
hield. whose opinions have
shifted due to personal
losses or the pleadings of
parents and pastors in theu
districts

I'hree years ago, state
lawmakers passed a very
narrow law allowing pa
lients with severe epliepsy.

or their caregivers, to legal-
ly possess cannabidiol, or
CBD, a non-psychoactive
oil derived from marijuana
Bedingfield voted against
that i1dea

Bill Davis, a Christian
author who leads a Bible
study for people fighting
drug addiction, said he was
bedridden before trying
martjuana. Diagnosed two
years ago with idiopathic
pulmonary hbrosis, a lung
disease with no cure, he
was put on an experimental
drug with “horrible side
effects.”

“1 had 1o decide whether
| wanted to die of lung
disease or Kidnev or hiver
fatlure, Davis sand

'hen he started vaping
martjuana, which he says
allows him to control the
amount of CBD and THC
e recerves

“I'm praying this state
will allow me to be treated
‘t.'gi.i”} for me to hive
using “a plant that God
made. he sad

Republican Rep. Jona-
thon Hill saud he s1gned
onto the il after hearing
Davis’ story over dinner at
nis home

He 1s In INK. walking
proof that there can be
some very real benefts
he sand

A il JHH\'.:I'I;.! ;H'Hﬂlt
with a debilitating medical
condition. or their adult
caregivers, to legally pos
sess 2 ounces (57 grams
of marmuana advanced last
month to the House s fall
medical committee. Its Re
publican backers tout the
JHE
Ing
recreational use
subcommitiee
ng an dentical bl

'\'H‘ hht widn | be roracimneg
a choice between breaking
the law or not taking care
Oof members of vous
1y, sawd Republican Rep
Bill Herbkersman

Martiuvana was the onh
thing that gave his brother
an appetite and Kept the
pamn at bay before he died
of skin cancer in 20
Herbkersman said

-‘].hL'\ call it a gatew ay

seed-to-sale track
as guarding againsl
\ Senate

IS consides

lam

drug, but sometimes it's
Just a gateway to a hittle
bit better life, or what you
have left of a life.” he saxd

The idea still has strong
opposition — chiefly
from South Carolina’s law
enforcement agencies,
including State Law En-
forcement Division Chief
Mark Keel

Jarrod Bruder. director
Of the state Sheniffs’ As
sociation. told the House
pane! that sheniffs can’t
support legalizing a drug
the federal government still
puts in the same class as
heroin and cocaine

His |1I'L‘th'u.‘-.aur, NOW
ever, stunned observers
Wht‘ﬂ hl‘ stood to xllppnr‘[
the il

Jett Moore, who retired
in 2014 after 32 years lead-
Ing the association, credits
marijuana with saving
his son s life. But he says
It also prevents his son,
an Army veteran, from
coming home to South
Carolina for fear of being
arrested

In JOOX_ s1x weeks into
Nis son s first
in lraq, their convoy was
surrounded in Mosul He
wvatched as hive of s
inends were killed by an
lED and he fought for
s ite tor 7 9 hours. He
wffers from PTSD and
raumatic bramn injury as
that battle scene and others
replay min his mand. He
was honorably discharged
Alter two suicide Attempis
A% [ Ore sand

Eventualiy, his son
tather-in-law. a Vietnam
eteran. convineed him 1
move near him in Michs
g2an. waere he can legally
smoke a high-C BD. low
FHC stramn of marnuana
Moore savs does not getl
mm high He
inaking
oltege and orgamzed an
- veteran -|H‘*_{"-1'-T*

OF TwoO ours

. ..hwp[h-.*,

retfurmed o

roup
He 1s also an elder 1in s
church. Moore sand

‘His lite has made a
complete, | 80O
around. Had he staved 1in
South Carohna, he 'd have
ended up Killing himsell
Moore said

legree tum

NATIONBRIEFS

CALIFORNIA
US gas prices down a
penny over 2 weeks, to
$2.34 a gallon

CAMARILLO -- The
average price of a gallon
of regular-grade gasoline
dipped about a penny na-
tonally duning the past two
weeks, to $2.34

Industry analyst Trilby
Lundberg said Sunday that
the price drop comes as
crude oil prices also slipped
during the same peniod.

(Gas in San Francisco was
the highest in the con-
tiguous United States at an
average of $3.01 a gallon
Friday. The lowest was in
Tulsa, Oklahoma. at $2.01
per gallon.

The U.S. average diesel

FROM WIRF REPORTS
price 1s S22 .57, also down
one cenl

1LLOS ANGELES
Koppel says Hannity
s ‘bad for America’:
Hannity fires back

Veteran newsman led
Kup[‘h.‘l old Fox News host
Sean Hanmity that he 1s
“bad for Amenca in an n-
lerview that awred on CBS
“Sunday Moming " that
gquickly became a trend-
ing Inpu' on social media

- a
Lt*l ¢ where you live

Sunday

Hannmity hired back on
Lwitter alleging that his
nterview had been cut sig

mbcantly from 45 minutes

he Fox
news host said he Pros wded
many examples of media
Mas in the cut footage and
challenged the network to
air the full segment.

1O Jess T_hun WO

Opponents: Arkansas
exposure bill targets

By Tafi Mukunyadzi

Associated Press

LITTLE ROCK. Ark

An Arkansas lawmaker
wants to expand the state '
indecent exposure law in
a move that opponents say
could cnminalize trans
gender people’s use of
bathrooms. Republican Rep
Bob Balhinger's proposal
would make it a crime for
people to knowingly
expose their sex organs to
someone of the opposite
sex in a public place under
circumstances |lkt‘|‘. (O
cause alarm. Ballinger said
the measure was needed to
protect children in situations
such as when a father takes
his daughter into the men
restroom. [he bill would
make it a cnme for the men
to deliberately expose them
selves to the child

But American Civil
Laberties Umon of Arkansas
legal director Holly Dackson
says laws already are n
pl;-.y.:r: o address pvnplu.' act
ng with criminal intent in
public restrooms. Dickson
says Ballinger's bill is just &
way to make 1t a cnme o
transgender people o use
bathrooms that correspond
with their gender identity

“This bill 1s intimidat
ng It can lead to increased
harassment. It will chill
transgender people s
partcipation in public hte
Inckson sad

She noted the impact
statement attached to the
proposed measure, which
says there were only seven
convictions for violations of
Arkansas’ current indecent
exposure law from 20
2015

1t 1s creating problen
where there are no proh
lems. Dickson sad

'he Human Rights Cun
paign saxd in a statement
that the measure
Arkansas 1o tremendous
nsk of the kind of hinancial
legal. and political blow
back that has beset North
C arolina since the passage

l-“i"“ .\‘“I.h

transgender people

of HB2"~

The NCAA pulled seven
championship events from
the state because of the
North Carolina law that
requires transgender people
10 use restrooms at schools
and government buildings
corresponding to the sex on
their birth certificate North
Carolina s law also excludes
gender wdentity and sexual
ornientation from local and
statewide anti-discrimina
non protections

[has vear's NBA Al
Star game was moved from
( harlotte, North Carolina
1o New Orleans. and some
musicians canceled concernts
in the state as a result of the
WA PASSAEC a4 yoar ago

Rt';‘uthht an (yov. Asa
Hutchinson has savd Arkan
sis does not need legislabon
ike North Carolina’s

National Center for Trans
e nder iqu.lh!} execunive
director Mara Keisling sad
the Arkansas bill 1s clearhy
umed at the transgender
community and could have
an impact on the state
ECONOMY

‘It makes Arkansas
4 harder [’*Lh ¢ O grown
obs. As there have beey
nore diverse workplace:
companies have to set ur
Jhop where they can send
'mployees. Keishng sad

But H.'I“'lﬂ'_ﬂt" ~.|1:! '11'
AW a gap in the indecent

'\.[*‘Hl‘witlt‘ 4 W _”‘ii 'hl’t' e

1'!'HH ' 1*-'1,14_". ¢ NS DroNoOs Al
vill affoct the transaende:
SOMMmuny

It doesn’t weem hike
there d be 4 problem. Bal

nger said

| he House has already

passed the bill Tt will now
o) ‘ht‘ "".H'!".‘H-- { AT IATS
n Judicilan

\'Hnlht'f il has been o

..‘1'11‘-.,{*:* n 'h!' \"TL.EH'H.'!\ , e
that

:1'H""I'Ir"lltIF 1 *"thlit ."‘_Ilh'...'.]--.,L *'IHI"

JJlature vould reauire

sovemment bunldinegs use

Nathrooms and locker roome
that correspond to their
i,-*r i ‘|II'TI_". | e '1|I| v hed

TT".El l'll||._||'l'|"'_‘|l' 'l:"" ‘f"llr"'lh ,.‘\_-l.“l
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Berkeley killing renews debate

By Paul

Flhias
\ p
BERKELEY 11
Pablo Gyomez Jr was
nIversiy of C ahiiormea
Berkeley nayonne
n Latino studies and o
Drominent campaus activisd
wvhen authonties sav he
Jabbed 10 death a popula
slementan |
Soon., the
pOlice descnbed as
rutal and unusual
ity that 'L'I‘t*ka'ui IS 1WA

T

'\"Iﬂ, "1“' 'll 11 I1fl

Crime that

noMICIdes last vear was
sucked up into the
wer gender identity when
[ was reported thal me
{HL'h‘TH‘J 10 be called
they  rather than e
Even in famousiy hiber
serkeley. with its long
lory of protest, the upr
AITIC AS 4 SUIpnse
whelming the online
Je. www berkelevside
om. that hrst reported
LrOmez s preference
| didn't see 1t .
thing that would anger
invone. reporter Emii
Raguso sand
\fter Raguso
Jonservanve commenta
tor Ann C oulter ndiculed
the pronoun change and
mocked Gomez s actin
18 hilt'kgh‘!lllhi Bretbar
com and other conservative

ieNale

i |
l‘ - | 'I.‘

.'LI-I&” -IfT

over gender pronouns
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ve Stand waith Standin

I{\"’I..I.q, 1N Iin 'hi- fihlal
vindow she shared with
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Pohice have declined 1o san
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IT IS TIME TO

DEEP ROOT FEED
YOUR TREES!




Republican ‘ |
crat Barack Obama’s eight years is having
a hard time getting to “yes” in the early
Donald Trump era.

The unmitigated failure of the GOP bill

pitted against one znother and struggling for
a way o govern.

The divisions cost the party its best
chance to fulfill a seven-year promise to
undo Obama's Affordable Care Act and
cast doubt on whether the Republican-led

years
— keeping the government at the end
pfmxtmlh.'* bﬁ'lh::
m'm‘ bloc that
out of the tea ‘ helped the

whnmminCMh
2010 and 2014, the internal divide, com-

plicated further Tnum‘smhfam
threatens the GOP's ability to deliver on
other ISes.

“l m have to do some soul-vearch-
ing internally to determine whether or not

we mmcmbkuammub-‘iz“
said Rep. Kevin Cramer of North

in the bitter aftermath of the health care
debacle.

= —— . = =

AP Photo/Evan Vucci

In this March 20 photo, President Donald Trump awaits the arrival of Iragi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi at the White House in Washington. Trump
campaigned as an outsider, celebrating his lack ¢! political experience by selling himself as a deaimaker willing to buck Republican orthodoxy and his
own party's leadership. He alone would reshape Washington

Analysis: The outsider dealmaker faltering in White House

By Johnathan Lemire

'l AT HHf'lf Pr't' '

WASHINGTON — Donald Trump
campaigned as an outsider — celebrat
ing his lack of political experience by
selling himself as a dealmaker willing
o buck Republican orthodoxy and his
own party s leadership. He alone would
reshape Washington

He s tned governing the same way
His actions are a blitz. He rarely consults
old Washington hands. And he hangs the
threat of retribution over anyone who
challenges him. And now he and his
party have been dealt a stinging defeat on
a signature campaign promise. a defeat
that further weakens a president whose

approval rating has hovered under 40
percent and humihiates Republicans who
have pledged for seven long years to
undo President Barack Obama’s health
care law

Irump s haphazard approach Friday
to the health care bill — first demanding
a House vote despite an uncertain result,
then suddenly suggesting he 'd support
a future hlpurtlhun solution under
scored Trump's political identity: He is
an independent. seemingly uninterested
in leading a political party or unifying the
federal government. The fatled vote
despite Republican control of the White
House and both houses of Congress
highlighted severe cracks within the GOP
that Trump’'s presidency won't easily

mend.

Trump now wants to turn to tax reform,
an ambitious, complicated plan at the
center of his agenda, and he does so
wounded by the health care collapse
as well as the uncertain legal status of
his travel ban and an ongoing federal
investigation into possible contacts and
coordination between his campaign aides
and Russian officials

I'he loss exposed a limit to Trump's go-
it-alone style, one forged over decades in
the business world and seemingly proven
effective by his improbable win. The nov-
ice campaigner used the sheer force of his
celebrity and personality to draw loyal

Please see TRUMP/SA

Many governors welcome demise of GOP health care bill

By GeofTf Mulvihill

Associrated Press

CHERRY HILL. NJ. — Governors
of both parties had wacned Congress for
weeks that the Republican health care
bill threatened to saddle their states with
big costs and potentially leave millions
of people without coverage, especially
because of the cutbacks planned to Med
wcaid

The ill's withdrawal on Friday left in
place the status quo under the Affordable
Care Act. That was welcomed by several
governors in the states that opted to
expand Medicaid under former President
Barack Obama's law

The Medicaid expansion has provided
coverage for 11 million people in the 3|

— = — —— — —— W 2 = I e e —

states that accepted it

“I am pleased today 's vote has been
held as this bill would drastically affect
the Commonwealth’s ability to ensure
essential care for thousands of people.”
Massachusetts Gov. Charlie Baker. a
Republican in a Democratic-leaning
state, said in a statement after the bill was
pulled from consideration. “This version
does not reflect the needs of states and
does not contain many critical aspects of
health care reform that our administration
has communicated to the federal govern-
ment. Jerry Brown, Califormia’s Demo-
cratic governor, was fiery when he spoke
in Washington, D.C., earlier in the week.
calling the Republican measure “a dan-
gerous bill.” His state estimated annual
costs of $6 billion starting in 2020, when

the Melicaid changes would have hit.

in a Twitter message Friday, Brown
said he was relieved the bill was with-
drawn, adding: “The #ACA endures. But
for tomorrow, we must gird ourselves for
the battles yet to come.

Reducing the amount of federal money
for Medicaid was the chief concern
among governors because the state-
federal program accounts for such a large
share of most state budgets. People who
lose their health coverage tend to show
up in emergency rooms, where the cost
for their care is expensive and often falls
back on the state.

The bill would have ended Obama’s
Medicaid expansion and reduced future
federal financing for the federal-state
program.
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Failure on health bill also hurts prospects for tax overhaul

By Stephen
Ohlemacher

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — House
Republicans’ failure to repeal
Barack Obama’s health care
law deals a serious blow to
another big part of President
Donald Trump’s agenda: tax
reform.

Trump and House Speaker
Paul Ryan, R-Wis,, say they
will soon turn their attention
to the first major re-write of
the tax code in more than 30
years. But they will have to do
it without the momentum of
victory on health care.

Just as important, the loss

on health care will deprive
Republicans of $1 trillion in
lax culs.

The GOP health plan would
have repealed nearly $1 tril-
lion in taxes enacted under
Obama's Affordable Care Act.
The bill coupled the tax cuts
with spending cuts for Medic-
aid, so it wouldn’t add to the
budget deficit.

Without the spending cuts,
it will be much r for Re-
publicans to cut taxes without
adding to the federal govern-
ment’s red ink.

“Yes this does make tax
reform more difficult,” said
Ryan. “But it does not in any

"t j: - -l

Obamacare taxes stay with
Obamacare. We're going to go
fix the rest of the tax code.” he
added.

House Republicans couldn't
round up enough votes Friday
to repeal and replace a law
they despise, raising questions
about their ability to tackle
other tough issues.

“Doing big things is hard.”
Ryan conceded as he vowed
tO press on.

p. Jodey Arrington,
R-Texas, acknowledged
that Friday's turn of events

the line of things to come like
tax reform,” said the fresh-
man. “] think this would have
given us tremendous momen-
tum, and | think this hurts that

Rep. Mike Kelly, R-Pa.,
said, “You ah\rlysibuild on
your last accomplishment.”

Steven Mnuchin

plans to turn quickly to tax
reform with the goal of get-
ting an overhaul approved by
C by August.

" care is a very com-
plicated issue,” Mnuchin said
“In a way, tax reform is a lot

Please see TAX/SA

border-wall

proposal
faces many

obstacles

By Alicia A. Caldwell

Assocrated Press

WASHINGTON — President
Donald Trump has now laid out exactly
what he wants in the “big, beautiful
wall” that he’s promised to build on the
U.S.-Mexico border. But his effort to
build a huge hurdle to those entering
the U.S. illegally faces impediments of
Iits own.

it’s still not clear how Trump will
pay for the wall that, as described in
contracting notices, would be 30 feet
(9 meters) high and easy on the eye for
those looking at it from the north. The
Trump administration will also have to
contend with unfavorable geography
and many legal battles.

A look at some of those obstacles:

MONEY

Trump promised that Mexico would
pay for his wall, a demand Mexico
has repeatedly rejected. Trumg's first
budget proposal to Congress, a pre-
liminary draft that was light on details.
asked lawmakers for a $2.6 billion
down payment for the wall. An internal
report prepared for Homeland Security
Secretary John Kelly estimated that
a wall along the entire border would
cost about $21 billion. Congressional
Republicans have estimated a more
moderate price tag of $12 billion to $15
billion. Trump himself has suggested a
cost of about $12 billion.

It's unclear how much money Con-
gress will approve. Lawmakers have
been balking at his plans to sharply cut
other federal spending to pay for the
wall and other boosts to border security,
while increasing military spending.
White House spokesman Sean Spicer
told reporters this past week that the
admimstration was still looking at how
the wall would be funded, adding that
it hasn’t given up on Mexico footing
the bill

GEOGRAPHY

Roughly half of the 2,000-mile
U.S.-Mexico border is in Texas and
marked by the winding and twisting
Rio Grande. A 1970 treaty with Mexico
requires that anything built near that
river not obstruct its flow. The same
treaty applies to a stretch of border in
Anzona, where the Colorado River
marks the international |

Some fencing that is in place
along the frontier is built well off the
river, in some places nearly a mile
(about a kilometer) away from the
border.

Trump will have to navigate not only
the treaty maintained by the Interna-
tional and Water Commus-
sion but also various environmental
regulations that protect some stretches
of border and restrict what kind of
structures can be built and where. The
contracting notices of March 17 say the
Trump administration wants the wall
dug at least 6 feet (almost 2 meters)
into the ground. Along parts of the
border in California, environmentally
sensitive sand dunes required that a
“floating fence™ was built to allow the
natural movement of the sand.

Nearly all of the land along the Texas

border is privately held — much of it
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Free parking for the public is avail-
able in the basement and first level of
the Wall Street Lofts garage located
at 108 E. Texas Ave._, as well as the
future site of the Midiand Chamber
of Commerce located at 300 and
310 W. llinois Ave., which currently
s a paved lot. More public parking s
expected 10 be acquired downiown
and wik be announced in the future
as 1t becomes available
Source: City of Midland

MC'’s Davidson
Lecture event

An Evening with Dr. Sanjay
Gupta presented by theé Davidson
Distinguished Lacture Series, s 7 30
p m Tuesday at Chaparral Center af
Midiand College, 3600 Garfiel St
Gupta is a practicing neurosur-
geon and medical cormespondent
‘or CNN

The lecture is free. For more
nformation, visit midiand edu

Meeting

Commissioners’ Court

Sam

Midiand County Courthouse
auxikary courtroom

8 500 N Loraine Ave

Farmers to help
schools

Local farmers can nominate a Mid- |

\and public school for a chance 10 win
$25.000 and $10,000 STEM grants
through America’s Farmers Grow
Rural Education Program_ which s
sponsored by the Monsanto Fund

To nominate public school districts
or call 1-877-267-3332

The Easter Bunny is
coming

The Easter Bunny $ coming 0
Midiand Park Mall beginning Friday

Kids can have their pholo taken
through April 15 and gather for break:
fast on Apni 8.

Bunny Photo Expenence 's at the
JCPenney Court. To make an ap-
popINtMent, 9o 10 SiMon noerrbunny
com. The maif's Caring Bunny event
for special-needs children is 10am -
noon Apni 2

Bunny Breakfast. sponsored by
the Midland Northside Lions Club
s 7-10 a.m. April 8 at the 'ood court
Tickets are $6

News talk
@ KCRS (AM 550)

Local

8-9am Morning Drive with
Kns Moore

58 p.m. Local News with KDSA

B KXWEL (AM 1070, FM 107 1)

Local programming

8-10 a.m. The Morning Show with
Craig Anderson

1 pm. One-cn-One w/ R.J Pase

Other options

B Sport talk: KMND (AM 1510)

- Christian: KFRI
(FM 88.7), KLYW (FM 90.5)

B NPR: KOCV (FM 91 J)

How sick are you?
Whdiand Memonal Hosprtal offers

during a
discuss

the fall.

based Preferred Sands

Marvin Pfeiffer/ San Antonio Express-News

T.J. Doyle (left), president of Sand Mining of Texas LLC, addresses a concern of Jesse Green (right)

at VFW Post 8970 in Poteet on March 23. The meeting was set up to
Pennsyivania plans 1o create a mine and plant that could process

300-400 tons of sand per hour through a Texas company, Sand Mining of Texas LLC, that it set up in

Frac sand mine planned

for site of the Battle of Medina

B Atascosa County
residents worry about
impact on community

By Jennifer Hiller

San Antonio Express-News

POTEET — A con-

troversial frac sand mine

IS coming to Atascosa

. County whether residents
like it or not, but they've

promised to continue fight-

ing the project, slated for

an area where histornans

still hunt for remnants

. of the bloodiest battle in

" Texas history.

Neighbors to the planne

.~ mine had asked for — but

" did not receive — a public
hearing on the project

. before the state agency that

oversees environmental

permits approved the plans

March |. But they did get

| to meet with compan)

- executives to ask questions

- about the site at a meeting

Thursday night that drew

more than 200 from the

community.

Pennsylvania-based
Preferred Sands plans a
mine and plant that could
process 300-400 tons of
sand per hour through a

Texas company it set up

in the fall, Sand Mining

- of Texas LLC. It owns or
. controls about 2,500 acres

mostly in Atascosa County,
but also stretching nto
southern Bexar County. A
mixture of sand. chemi
cals and water 1s used n
oil fracking to blast open

L crevices 1n rock 1o extract

hard-to- gel ol

The mine has drawn
fierce opposition from
the community, which
organized a protest group
called Not Just Dust
Bruce Road. A sign posed
on the outside of the VFW
Post where the meeting
was held asked. “What

. the frack”” Others posted

in the ground or held by
residents read “Protect Our
Air” “Protect Our Water
and “Stop Dangerous Traf-
g

Elected officials and

residents sent more than

- 200 letters to the Texas

" Commission on Environ-

. mental Quality, the state s

- environmental agency,

| in protest or to ask for a
hearing about the proposed

- mine.

The agency. though,

. does not have to hold
| public hearings for such

facilities.

The mine falls under
the state’s permit-by-rule
process, a speedier ap-
plication for facilities that
produce a trivial amount of
air emissions. Under its ap-
plication, the mine said it
would emit as much as 26
tons per year of particulate
matter, 54.6 tons of nitro-
gen oxides and 30.5 tons
of carbon monoxide from
its plant. The plant would
have to emit significantly
more to trigger a lengthy
permit process that would
include public hearings.

Residents expressed as
much frustration with the

Bartek doesn’t want her
dozen grandchildren play-
ing near the creek any
more. She’s also frustrated
with local and state elected
officials who have told
residents there isn’t much
that can be done to stop
something like a sand mine
from moving into a rural
area.

“People are saying we
don’t have any laws,
Bartek said. “Make some
laws. We re not getting
support anywhere.”

T.J. Doyle of Preferred
Sands said he realizes the
sand mine will have an
impact on the commumty.

“We hope it's more posi-
tive than negative,” Doyle
told the crowd

He asked for feedback
and concerns. Doyle said
construction plans for the
facility are on hold while
it considers whether it
can mitigate some of the
impact on residents — per-
haps moving its plant, now
sited directly across from
homes, to another location.
but the company couldn 't
make any promises, he
said. Moving the plant
would take it off of prop-
erty that can’t be mined
and place it on property
that could otherwise be
mined, Doyle said

The mine will also build
roads on its property so
that it can move trucks on
and off site without trave!
ing down gravel roads or
passing as many houses
as 1t originally planned

It's working with Atas-
cosa County and the Texas
Department of Transporta-
tion to pay for roadwork.
in¢inding improvements
to the intersection of Old
Pleasanton Road and U S
281, where it would be dif-
ficult to safely cross large
numbers of trucks

The local VFW that
hosted the community
meeting was a packed. [he
format, though, didn t suil
everyone who attended
'he company brought
several executives and
comtractors, evervone from
geologists to engineers.,
stationing them at tables
around the room with large
displays. There was a bnief
presentation at the start
from both the community
opposition group and the
company. and a chance
to visit face-to-face with
various executives and
representatives, but Doyle
said he did not want to do
a QEA.

“Why are they trying to
get out of answenng the

guestions”” one man called

Oult.

Another left the meet-
ing before it even started.
angry that the company
wouldn’t speak to the
entire room.

“Good luck,” he told
other residents as he
walked outside the VFW.
“I'm wasting my time.

Doyle said they wanted

to avoid a traditional public
format where they

meetin

would ge s ing from
the front of the room. “It
creates an us-verses-them

preachy scenario,” he said.

have a range of wormmes,
from their likely soon-to-
be diminished property

values to the noise and dust

from 24-hour truck traffic.

tap the Queens City

what we would have cho-
sen to have in our back-
yards, but it's here,” said
Jessica Hardy.

Hardy last week visited
one of Preferred Sands
other mines in Wisconsin
That site, though, was
set into a hilly area and
blocked by pine trees -
neighbors didn’t have a
direct view of the mining
ope ations as they would in
Atascosa County

“It was pretty dev-
astating to see how big
everything was.” Hardy
said. “We pulled over on
the side of the road after
we left. We just needed a
minute

There's also the
200-year-old mystery ot
the Battle of Medina

Archival records indicate
that about 1,300 rebel
bodies from the Battle of
Medina litter the country-
side. although no one has
proved the precise location
of the fight. On Aug. 18,

1813, 1,400 Tejanos, An-
glos and Amencan Indians
with the Republican Army
of the North, defending
the first republic of Texas
were crushed by more than
1,800 Spanish Royal army
forces. About 1,300 rebels
died in battle or were
executed. Only 55 Spamish
troops were Killed

The Spanish forces in-
cluded a young heutenant

Antonio Lopez de Santa
Anna, who would become
the Mexican president best
known in Texas history for
ordering a predawn assault
on the Alamo on March 6.
|R36

A histoncal marker
at Bruce Road and Old
Applewhite Road. about 20
miles south of downtown
San Antonio, commemo-
rates the battle. It's across
from the proposed mine

Dovle said the company
did an archaeological study
that didn't tum up any
artifacts

Preferred Sands also
has mines in Nebraska,
Arizona and Wisconsin
e company has said
that it would follow the
guidelines and regulations
of the Texas Commission
on Environmental Qual-
ity and the federal Mine
Safety and Health Admin-
istration. Its Anzona mine
1s on Navajo Nation land,
and it is well versed in
what to do when artifacts
are discovered, compan)
officials sad.

The frac sand mine
would be just north of
the Eagle Ford Shale. a
400-mile-long field pro-
ducing around | million
barrels of oil per day. Frac
sand is more commonly
mined in Brady. in the
state’s geographic center.
though most of the frac
sand used in Texas wells

| e i i

and frequently

tlnllowblicmh:zt
is whims. He defied

leadership repeatedly.
, refused

and

a debate

1o
turned ;nb:cﬂnm

of his Twitter account on
fellow Republicans even
after he clinched the nomi-
nation and the party pined
for unity.

“This is who he is. He's
a dealmaker. He knows
how to do deals and there s
no deal here,” said Ed Cox.
chairman of New York
state’s Republican party,
who has known Trump
for decades, sometimes as
friend, sometimes as foe
“He always wants to move
on to the next thing, even
going it alone.”

But experts say that
maverick style has hurt his
ability to govern effec-
tively.

“Donald Trump's "An
of the Deal’ doesn’t work
in Washington. Politics
is a profession and you
have to know how to col-
lect votes,” said Douglas
Brinkley, a presidential
historian at Rice Univers:-
ty. “Trump is a salesperson

]

- and he oversold what he

|

can get done.’
Brinkley said Trump's

" fatlure stood 1n stark
. contrast to the master

comes by train from farther

flung locations such as
Minnesota or Wisconsin,
In the past decade, a
boom in shale dnlling has
set off a boom n sand. 100

negotiations conducted
by presidents Frankin D
Roosevelt and Lyndon
Johnson, who enjoyed
majorities in dboth houses
of Congress and achieved
sweeping legislative ac-
complishments. Instead.
Trump's initial struggles
were reminiscent of the
problems Jimmy Carter
faced when he declared
that his fellow Democrats
were “an albatross around
my neck’ while facing
intraparty rebellion

More than two dozen
members of the House
Freedom Caucus oppose
the health care plan be-

cause they say it doesn t go

far enough to undo Obam-
acare. Some moderate
Republicans, meanwhile
were tumed off by a recent
Congressional Budget Of
fice analysis predicting -4
million people would lose
coverage in a decade. Re
publicans seemed willing
to risk Trump's wrath, tak
ng comfort in the political
safety their deep-red home

districts provide against his

possible attacks

IrTump was once a
Democrat. He tavored
abortion rights most of his
adult life. has shown little
stomach for fighting over
soCial 1ssues and espoused
views on trade similar to

those of hiberal Democratic

presidential candidate
Bermie Sanders

He often doesn’'t work
in specifics. allowing
Hllpfh*ﬂt‘f‘u 10 read 1n what

Tax

From 4A

simpler.

Don’t tell that to House
Republicans who have
been struggling with the
Issue for years

e general goal tor
Republicans 1s to lower in

come tax rates 1or individ-

uals and corporations. and
make up the lost revenue
by reducing exemptions.
deductions and credits
Overhauling the tax

code 18 hard because even

tax break has a constitu-
ency. And the biggest tax

breaks are among the most

popular.

For example. nearly 34
million families claimed
the mortgage interest
deduction in 2016, redu
ng their tax bills by $65
billion.

~ Also, more than 43 mal-
lion families deducted theur

state and local income,

sales and personal propert\

taxes from their federal
taxable income last year
The deduction reduced
their federal tax bills by
nearly $70 billion.
Mnuchin said he had
been overseeing work on
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of

they want, and he's been
frequently mercurial,

shifting stances
— like when he abandoned
his vow to send Hillary
Clinton to prison — yel
rarely losing s of his
loyal backers. That degree
of unpredictability gave
some credibility to his
ultimatum to force a Fnday
vote or keep Obamacare in
place, despite his years-
long crusade against it.
Trump's commitment
to the bill seemed waver-
ing. He said Friday “there
were things in this bill
that | didn’t particularly
like"” and, for the first ime,
suggested that he would
support a bipartisan health
care measure. He also
claimed that “]’ve never
said repeal and replace
Obamacare within 64
days,” a surprising state
ment considering he vowed
10 do so “on ii'd} one
nearly every night on the
campaign trail
“He's left everything on
the field when it comes
to this bill,” White House
press secretary Sean Spicer
said before the vote was
pulled. “He pulled out
every stop, he has called
every member, he has
iweeted every tweet, he has
done every single thing he
can.
ough Trump pubhcly
abstained from blaming
House Speaker Paul Ryan
the White House sug-
gested some fault lay with
members who OP wed
the measure. with Spicer
declaring “they would have
2o to back and answer to
their constituents.  That act
of political defiance should
seem familiar to the oc
cupant of the White House
according to one longhime
Imump ally
“The pcnplt' who are
defeating this are the ones
most like Trump - ones
willing to break trom the
pack.” sard former House
Speaker Newt Gingnich
who also gquestioned the
wisdom of setting a hard
deadline to pass the legis
lation
If 1t was a negotiating

tactic. it wasn 1 a good
one. said Gingnch. who
suggested that relations
between Trump and Ryan
always strained. would get
wvorse. “The president feels
bumed | suspect vou 1}
¢ him far more Jrlu.i}:t'-*
n matters hike tax reform
& hIL'h nNe 18 Dassionale
about But 1t will be more
r*HIp]h ated now

I'he fatlure to get the
health plan through the
Hmlh:' y task considered
CdsSIC) Th‘tﬂ n the Senate
ma\ portend even greatel
difficulty 1n passing com
phicated tax reform and the
rest of Trump
NIEL'HtLi

Doing Mg hings
hard, said Rvan

A hious

the admimistration s tax il
tor the past two months
He said 1t would be intro
duced soon

Mnuchin said the White
House plan would cut
individual and « Orporale
tax rates, though he didn |
iler specines

House Republicans have
released a h!m'r-nn! thal
wathines their goals for
a lax overhaul 1t would
lower the top individual
income tax rate trom Y 6
peTCem 1o {3 T cnt. and
reduce the number of tax
brackets from seven 10
three

e House plan retains
the mortgage interest
deduction but repeals the
deduction for state and lo
cal taxes

On the corporate side
the plan would repeal
the 15 percent corporate
mcome tax and replace 1
with a 20 percent tax on
profits from selling imports
and domestically produced
goods and services con
sumed in the U.S

Exports would be
exempt from the new tax,
called a border adjustment
tax
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On immigration, there’s a reason for your sign

B You have to put in the effort to

sound like a racist
de't know what makes someone

a redneck. But, in the immigra-
tion debate, | have a pretty good idea of
what makes someone a racist.

You won't learn it from listening to how
the issue is discussed on conservative talk
radio. Or as | call it: “Immigration for
Dummies.”

For instance, many right-wing radio
hosts are in denial and insist they have
absolutely no idea how the GOP got la-
beled as “racist.” They assume it's simply
because they want to stop illegal immigra-
tion, most of which comes from Mexico
and Latin America. It's as if Republicans
were just sipping iced tea at the Lincoln
Day Banquet and a stranger came up and
hung a sign on them with that awful word
on it. They don’t deserve to be saddled
with that title, the hosts say.

C mon, folks. Let’s get real. Republi-
cans are always preaching to the rest of us
about how we need to take responsibility

ith apologies to Jeff Foxworthy, |

RUBEN
NAVARRETTE

“Please don’t respond to me if you're go-
ing to call me a racist.”

That was not my plan. Generally speak-

ing, the “racist™ label fits if you can’t
talk about the immigration issue without

describing immigrants by using a d-word:

dangerous, defective, diseased, damaged
or detrimental to society.

For example, there is nothing wrong
with running for president and mak-
ing border security a major part of your
campaign. |

But you might be a racist if you say
something like: “When Mexico sends
its people, they 're not sending their best.
.. They're sending people that have lots

spanics and the blacks
will be fighting each other before that

t's fine if, as a reader, you fire off an
email to a Mexican-American columnist
saying that Trump should deport every
illegal immigrant.

But you might be a racist if you make
value judgements and declare that you
want these folks removed because “Mexi-
cans are such SCUMBAGS.”

It’s understandable that one could worry
about the strain that immigration puts on
our environment, resources, infrastructure,
and programs.

But you might be a racist if you claim
that “Mexicans will destroy us just by
being here.”

It comes with the territory if you tell
that columnist that you take exception to
something he has written.

But you might be a racist if you tell him
to “get the [expletive] out of here and go

But you might be a racist if you
compare immigrants to — drawing from
actual quotes — cows, rats, dogs, grass-
hoppers, cockroaches or livestock.

Americans should be able to have a real
discussion about whether too much im-
migration causes :
ut you might be a racist if m use
insulting language about how the sup-
pou::n' promiscuity of Latinas leads to high

Ive rates.
Finally, it's natural to get angry when
horrendous crimes are committed by il-
legal immigrants who shouldn’t even be
in this country. The heartbreaking case of
a 14-year-old girl in Rockville, Maryland,
who was allegedly sexually assaulted by
two older students who are here illegally
IS just one recent example.

But you might be a racist if you use trag-
edies like this to make sweeping general-
1zations about whole groups of people and
“Willie Hortonize™ every illegal immigrant
in this country as menaces to society who
are prone to violence and predisposed to
engage in criminal activity — even while
many Americans continue to invite these

LIS -8

for our actions. So it’s only fair that they
own up to the offensive things they've said
and done over the years when it comes to
immigrants — both legal and illegal.
Recently, a reader defended President
[rump for dividing families through

-
| |

|
|

' OPINION EXTRA

Leaders in Washington
should stop blaming,
start governing

ho's to blame for the failure of the Republican bill to
repeal and replace Obamacare” Who cares”?” What matters

now 1s that Democrats stop gloating, Republicans stop

sulking, and each party come to the table to improve a health-care
svstem that both parties agree needs work.

\fter the bill collapsed on Friday afternoon, President Donald
L rump accused the Democrats of obstruction, Senate Minority
Leader Charles Schumer accused the president of incompetence,
Speaker Paul Ryan said health care was done, and House Minority
L.eader Nancy Pelosi bragged that it was a great day. No one had
the courage to pick up the pieces and point the way forward

l'he Aftordable Care Act has provided health-care coverage to
mithons more Americans, but there are still some 30 million with
no insurance. Premiums are too high. The individual mandate isn't
encouraging enough people to buy into the system. Some of its
regulations and taxes make little sense. Insurance markets are too
| thin, providing consumers too little choice. Health-care savings
| accounts do too hittle to CNCOUrage savings

Republicans have viable ideas to address these issues, includ-
ng high-nsk insurance ptH!lh and mpping the tax exclusion that
| companies get for providing employees with health insurance. It's
regrettable that none of these ideas were seriously considered in
the rush to repeal Obamacare

Equally regrettable i1s that Republicans appear to be giving up
and moving on to other 1ssues. If they can’t get everything they
vant. they seem to have concluded, they'll take nothing. It's a bad
strategy. As Sen. John McCain said Saturday, Republicans need
Democrats to reform health care. The art of governing is compro-
mise — and not just within the majornity party. The sooner Ryan
woepts the fact that Democrats can be a cudgel to use against the
Freedom Caucus. the more successful he and Congress will be

Ronald Reagan was known to say that he would happily take
1) or RO percent of what he wanted and come back for the rest
later. Yet instead of hiving by Reagan's rule, Republicans are
hung up on the Hastert Rule. named for Dennis Hastert. the
tormer (and now disgraced) House speaker: Only bills that can
get through without Democratic votes are hmught to the floor
[his led the party to produce a deeply flawed health-care bill
that, ultimately. did not win strong support from the Republicans’
moderate or tea party wings

A\l the same time. Democrats steadfastly refused to reach across
the misle to produce a hipartisan alternative. Gloating only makes
that more difhcult

On Fniday. Schumer said that Democrats are ready to work with
Republicans to ymprove the Affordable Care Act on one condition
that Republicans take repeal off the table. This is not an auspi-
crous step: Democrats ought to allow Republicans to call a new bill
vhatever they want. The detatls are what matters, not the label

| Michael R. Bloomberg, Bloomberg
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From the Left | Doonesbury

of problems, and they're bringing those
problems to us. They're bringing drugs.
They’re bringing crime. They
A member of Congress is free to
speculate about what the America of
tomorrow will look like given changing

world.”
Te rapists.”
ficial who is passionate about

immigration system.

back to your drug-infested thieves of the

It's acceptable if you're an elected of-
patching
up a porous border and fixing a broken

brutes into our homes so can raise our
children while we go to .

In the immigration debate, you don’t
get called a racist by accident. You have to
put in the effort. Sadly, a lot of Americans
pull it off.

B Those people complaining about the
Obamas’ travel costs are silent now

ow many Americans does it take to keep
President Trump and his family in the life-
style to which they are accustomed”’

Well, think of it this way. The Washington Post

last week had a scoop on the Secret Service request-

ing an additional $60 million in its next budget: $27
million to protect the president’s wife and son in
their three-floor penthouse at Trump Tower in New
York, where they live instead of the White House,
and $33 million for additional travel costs.

The average family of four in the United States
pays about $4.000 a year in federal income taxes
That means the entire tax bill for 15,000 families
for the year will go toward these additional protec-
tion measures for Trump. And the Secret Service
s just a shice of the overall expense. Figure in
costs incurred by authorities in Florida and New
York, the Pentagon and others, and costs related to
the Trump sons’ international business trips. and
we re well over $100 million a year

That’s the annual federal income-tax bill for
some 25,000 American families. Each trip Trump
takes to his Mar-a-Lago club in Florida, where
he has gone most weekends since his inaugura-
tion, is estimated to cost taxpayers in excess of $3
milhion. And an unknown chunk of the taxpayers’
money subsidizes Trump businesses in the form
of rent, restaurant bills and publicity. In April.
Frump will host Chinese leader Xi Jinping at
what Trump dubs the “Southern White House,”
which is a Trump property where the initiation
fee has doubled to $200,000 since Trump won the
presidency.

The taxpayer subsidization of Trump's rich-
and-famous lifestyle i1s but one of the bait-and-
switch maneuvers by Trump, who said during the
campaign that | would rarely leave the White
House because there's so much work to be done "
The man ran as a populist and is governing as a
plutocrat.

Trump’s budget, unveiled shortly before one of

his Mar-a-Lago jaunts, would cut many of the gov-

ernment’s efforts to help low- and middle-income
Americans: aid for small manufacturers, financial
assistance to rural regions, affordable housing. job
training and home heating. Analyses of previous
Trump proposals have shown that the wealthiest |
percent of Americans would get nearly half of the
tax benefits.

On March 18, The Washington Post’s Philip
Rucker and Robert Costa on the unex-
pected influence of a “coterie of ascendant Man-
hattan business figures” around Trump aligned
with son-in-law Jared Kushner: Gary Cohn and

Plutocracy doesn’t come cheap

DANA
MILBANK

Washington Post Writers Group

Dina Powell, formerly of Goldman Sachs, and
two other businessmen recruited by Kushner,
Chris Liddell and Reed Cordish. They, along with
finance and industry heavies in the Cabinet such as
Wilbur Ross, Steven Mnuchin and Rex Tillerson.
are providing a counterweight to adviser Stephen
Bannon's populism

Plutocracy doesn’t come cheap, in ways big and
small. Tillerson, the secretary nfpﬁtatc, Kicked the
press corps off his plane, which means taxpayers
will probably pick up tens of thousands of dollars
in travel costs that had been paid by media organi-
zations. (The administration said Tillerson flew on
a smaller plane to save money, but the military 737
he took is often used by officials traveling with
reporters. )

A budget-conscious president would spend
weekends at Camp David rather than hopping
on Air Force One, at $200,000 an hour, to Palm
Beach. The Post’s Philip Bump estimated spend-
ing on Trump travel and protection, if it continues
at current rates, at $526 million for his presidency.
This dwarfs what was spent by Trump's predeces-
sors, even though Trump in. 2012 tweeted that
Obama’s “vacation is costing taxpayers millions of
dollars — unbelievable'”

Trump has already used his office to boost
Trump properties by dining at the Trump Inter-
national Hotel in Washington and playing golf
on his courses. And the Trump administration
has told the Trump Organization that this is just
fine. The General Services Administration last
week declared that the Trump Organization is in
“full comphiance”™ with the terms of its lease of
the Trump International facility, even though the
agreement says no “elected official of the govern-
ment of the United States™ can get “any benefit”
from the lease. Trump stepped down from day-to-
day management of his company, but he and his
family still stand to make out financially.

Trump, who has often pointed out that he's ex-
empt from conflict-of-interest rules, isn't just any
elected official. This week, when asked by Time's
Michael Scherer about credibility problems over
his false intelligence claims, Trump had an imperi-
ous justification: “I'm ident, and you're not.”

Or, as another big-spending politician once put
it: L'etat, c’est moi.
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The leaders are to
reaffirm a Saudi-led peace

Arab and Muslim states in
exchange for its withdraw-
al from lands captured in
1967. The Arab Peace Ini-
tiative, which would pave
the way for a Palestinian
state in east Jerusalem,

This , the summit is
being asked to endorse the
plan “as is,” a request pro-
moted by Abbas, who says
reopening it to negotiations
would further weaken the
Palestinians.

Such a reaffirmation
undercuts Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu's talk of ‘regional
peace,” in which Israeli-
Arab normalization would
precede a deal with the

:

m

Palestinians. It would also
remind Netanyahu and
Trump, who in recent com-
ments seemed to pull back
from a two-state solution,
that the Arab world backs
that idea.

In previous summits,
the Arab Spring uprisings
of 2011 and their chaotic
aftermath overshadowed
the Palestinian issue. This
vear, Jordan wants it high
on the agenda. The stakes
are high for the kingdom.
which has a large Pal-
estinian population and
custodianship of a major
Muslim shrine in contested
Jerusalem.

“We firmly stand behind
the Arab Peace Initiative,”
Jordanian government
spokesman Mohammed
Momani said Sunday.

Why the London attacker’s links

to Saudi Arabia might matter

By Aya Batrawy

Associated Press

DUBALI, United Arab
Emirates — The British
man who killed four peo-
in a rampage in London
week had made three

to Saudi Arabia in his

. Though millions

of forei from around
the live and work
in the kingdom, Khalid
Masood's time there im-
mediately raised ques-
tions about whether the
country’s ultraconservative
brand of Islam impacted
his worldview radical-
ized him.
The answer is not so
simple. Before he stabbed
a police officer to death
md rammed his vehicle

nto people on the famed
Wemimter bridge March
22, Masood had been
convicted twice of violent
crimes involving knife
attacks. As with so many
other terror attacks across
the world, investigators

to piece together
howT nt convert
o Iallm. who was athletic
popular in !righ school,

32
e

{
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i
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The Saudi connection

Masood spent two years
in Saudi Arabia between
2005 and 2006, and be-
tween 2008 and 2009. The
Saudi Embassy in London
says he worked as an Eng-
lish teacher. His last and
most recent visit appears
to have been in March
2015, when he obtained
an “Umra” visa to perform
an Islamic pilgrimage to
Mecca, as millions of Mus-
lims do annually.

Though Saudi Arabia
quickly condemned the
London attack, some peo-
ple believe that prominent
Saudi officials were behind
one of the world’s most
stunning acts of terrorism
— the Sept. 11 attacks.

Under new legislation,
U.S. family members of
those killed on 9/11 are
geaning up to sue Saudi
Arabia for the attacks
They point out that 1S5 of
the 19 Sept. 11 hijackers
were Saudi citizens, as was
al-Qaida’s late founder
Osama bin Laden —
though the Saudi govern-
ment stripped him of his
citizenship in 1994

The answer depends on
who you ask.

A decade after the 9/11
attacks, clerics across the
Arabian Peninsula encour-

_qﬂ young men 1o join in
i

in Syna.

Though the government
made it illegal to encour-
age fighting abroad in
2014, many Saudi clerics

continue to use the pulpit
to spread an ultraconser-

vative doctrine known as

aligned with the West
The Islamic State group
has killed dozens of Saud:
citizens and police through-
out the kingdom since 2014,
and the country weathered a
wave of al-Qaida bombings,
shootings and kidnappings
from 2003-2006. The coun-
try’s Crown Prince Moham-
med bin Nayef, who also
SErves as imtenor minister
overseeing police, survived a
suicide bombing by al-Qaida
intended to kill him.

Sceptics of the kingdom
point to the case of Tash-
feen Malik, who along with
her husband Syed Rizwan
Farook camed out the
December 2015 shootings in
San Bemardino, California
that killed 14 people. Malik
had traveled to Saudi Arabia,
where her father has been
a resident since the 1980s
Friends say she became
more conservative after her
time in the kingdom.

Saudi authorities say there
1 no indication Malik was
radicalized there

How has Saudi Arabia
deaith with tervorism
post /117

The country has created
a groundbreaking program.
which rehabilitates extrem
ists through months of
indoctrination by moderate
Islamic clerics. ulmlnglult

and psychologists. [t claims
a success rate of around 87

percent.Saudi Arabia has
also helped establish and
fund the United Nations
Counter-Terrorism Center,
contributing more than $100
million to help finance 1t.
The kingdom also

Please see LINKS/BA ,
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Defense M

Minister and Deputy

Saudi
the State Dining Room of the White House in
of a fractured and conflict-ridden Arab worid
common ground as President Donald Trump weighs
lestinian quest for statehood, is an issue that host

“V'.. vant to establish the
tw.. -state solution. We
want to bring justice to the
Palestinian people.”

Egypt-Saudi
rapproachment?

The summit could offer
an opportunity for Egypt
and Saudi Arabia to defuse
months of tensions, mainly
over Syna

Saudi Arabia is a leading
supporter of the Syrian
opposition, while Egypt.
fearful of Islamic militants
among the rebels’ ranks,
has pushed for a political
solution that might keep
Assad in power. Salman
has also sought closer ties
with Turkey and Qatar.
which have tense relations
with Egypt. On another

—

AP Photo/Evan Vuccl, File

ouncil! resolution on

1a drafted by Assad ally

- Russia. Under the initial o1l

deal, Saudi Arabia agreed
in April 2016 to ide
Egypt with 700,000 tons of
fuel monthly for five years
On easy repayment terms.
The shipments resumed
several days ago. slgnal

Amr Adly, a Cairo-based
analyst at the Camegie
Middle East Center, said
the two countries have dif-
ferent priorities, with Saudi
Arabia focused on contain-
ing its main regional rival.
Iran, while Egypt seeks 10
combat the Muslim Broth
erhood, a region-wide
movement that Cairo views
as a terrorist group

Syria, anyone?

Don’t look to the summit
for a new push to end the
Synan civil war

Leaders remain divided
over Assad's role. if any, in
a possible political trans:
tion. Some argue that in
shutting Assad out early
on in the war, the Arab
League created a vacuum
that allowed non-Arab
Russia, Iran and Turkey
a4 greater say over an
eventual solution. The tno
NOW serves as guarantor ot
a shaky cease-fire between
the Synian government and
the opposition, while U N
brokered talks in Geneva
aim to coax them toward a
political transition

De Mistura, the inte:
national S}Tl;i CNVOY sard
last week that he 1s not
expecting breakthroughs

. il

m eye toward Trump, Arab lenlgn to seek CONSEnsus

in Geneva. He also urged
Russia, Iran and Turkey to
regain control of a “wor-
nsome’ situation on the
ground in Syria, follow-
ing repeated violations

of a cease-fire reached in
December.

U.S. Secretary of State
Rex Tillerson said last
week that the Trump ad-
ministration is still work-
ing on its Syria strategy,
but that the top goal in
the region is to defeat the
Islamic State group, which
holds territory in Syna
and Irag. The U.S. has
significantly widened 1<
footprint in northern Syria
in recent weeks, including
arrhifting allied Kurdish
fighters ahead of a battle
for Raqqa. the de facto IS
capnal

I'rump has promised
closer cooperation with
Russia. an unsettling pros
pect for the Arab world's
staunchest Assad oppo
nents

What about Iran?

\ Trump admimistration
warning that it is putting
Shitte Iran “on notice’
has been welcomed by the
Sunmi Arab camp headed
by Saudi Araba. Tehran
and Rivadh back opposite
sides in the wars in Syna
and Yemen, and a more ag
j.__'lt*ﬂl‘»t'[ y. stance toward
iran would presumably
help the Saudis contan
their regional archnval As
with Svna. Trump hasn’t
formulated a detailed Iran
policy vyet

['he summit might make
do with a standard waming
to Iran

Momani, the Jordaman
spokesman, said Sunday
IN response 1o a guestion
from reporters that “any
autempt o destabihze t}
Arab countnies in am
torm. by deed or speech
rejected and condemned 11

'h{' SIT MNeest 1erms

US-backed forces capture Syrian air base from IS

By Philip Issa

Associated Press

BEIRUT — U.S . -backed
Synian Kurdish forces cap-
tured a strategically impor-
tant air base from Islamic
State miltants in north
Syria on Sunday in the first
major victory for the group
since the U.S. airlifted the
forces behind enemy lines
four days ago

The Kurdish-led Syrian
Democratic Forces an-
nounced they had Ldplurvd
the Tabga air base, 28
miles west of Ragqga, the
Islamic State group’s de
facto capital in Syria

The U.S.. which has
provided substantial air
and ground support to the
SDF, ferried hundreds of
SDF forces, as well as U S
military advisers and U S
artillery, behind IS lines
earlier this week

The airlift was a major
development to the SDF s
multi-front campaign to
bear down on Ragqga. as
U.S.-backed Iraqi forces
simultaneously press their
assault to seize Mosul from
the militants, in neighbor-
ing Iraq. SDF forces are
within 10 Kilometers (6
miles) of Ragga from the
north

Tabga air base was cap
tured by IS militants from
the Synan government
in August 2014, Shortly
afterward, the group an-
nounced it had killed about
200 government soldiers at
the base, in a mass Killing
recorded and distributed on
video over social media

The Britain-based Synan
Observatory for Human
Rights monitoring group
also reported the SDF
advance.

Meanwhile there were
conflicting reports over

whether civilians had
begun evacuating Raqqa
due to concerns over the
stability of the nearby
Tabga Dam

The militants said U S
led coalitton airstrikes had
locked up the dam s gates
causing the water level
behind it to nise. The actn
ISt group Raqqga 1s Being
Slaughtered Stlently re
ported that IS had ordered
Raqqa residents to evacu
ate, though without then
furniture. Tabga Dam 1s .
miles upstream of Ragqa
on the Euphrates River

U.S.-led coalition forces
said the dam was structur
ally sound

U.S.-backed Synan
Kurdish forces were In
control of a \pI“‘-h JdY north
of the dam “which can be
used to alleviate pressure
on the dam if need be.” the
coalion said 1n a letter 10
'he Associated Press

I he coalition savs the
dam has not been stru
turally damaged. 1o its
knowledge, and says 1t has
not targeted the dam

e Observatory said
there were no evacuations
happeming from Raqqa. .
did the activist-run Raqgqga
24 media center

Raqga 24 said engineers
emploved by the militants
had restored power 1o
the dam s gates and the
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Hebrews 11 1 .
"Now faith is confidence in what we hope
for and assurance about what we do not see.”

Jdructure was functronin
normally
| he reports trom Raqqa
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The U S has Provided
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\Uupport to the Kurdist
Svnan Democratic Fox
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Raqga as well as the labga
Pam

| he Britain-based Svnar
( Yhservatory tor Humat
Rights said coahmion an
vinkes have Killed 89 vy
ans 1in Ragga provingt
e past week . including

N a school inthe villaes

Mansoura

B

'...' B a2 B W B " v =
" B I I B B DR D D B DN DT D DN DN DA DN DN DN DR DN BN DN DR D DR BN

L A B BN B N D D T D D T B N B B
LB N B I N N B I I B B B B B B




Bulgarian ex-Premier Boiko Borisov, leader of the
ment at the party's
of former Prime Minister

Bulgaria polling agencies.

Center-right party tops
Bulgaria election; Socialists yield

By Veselin Toshkov

Associated Press

SOFIA, Bulgaria — The center-right
GERB party of former Prime Minister
Boiko Bornsov took the lead in Bulgana's
parliamentary election on Sunday, a pair
of exit polls showed, a result that if con-
firmed by official returns indicates support
for the country keeping its European
identity

I'he Alpha Research exit poll said
GERB won 32.2 percent of the vote, with
the Socialist Party coming in second with
28 percent, while a separate exit poll by
Gallup International Balkan had GERB
with 32 8 percent and the Socialists with
28 4 percent

'he leader of the Socialists Party later
conceded defeat and said the party would
not take part in a coalition government
with GERB

Ofhcial results are expected today. If
they confirm the exit polls, Borisov, a
* political maverick who combines man-
in-the-street rhetoric with a pro-European
Union disposition, will be handed a man-
date to form his third cabinet

GERB did not win enough votes to goy
ern alone, and will hkely form a coalition
government with the United Patriots, an
alhance of three nationalist parties that the
exit polls showed placing third

Borisov, 57, resigned as prime minister
ifter his party lost the November 2016
presidential election. Parliament was
dissolved in January, and the president
appointed a caretaker government that will

stay until a new government is formed

Borisov said GERB had the “duty to

orm a government because this is the will
f the people and because we triggered
these early elections.” He declined to say
vhat parties may be 1n a future coalition.
pending hinat results

Support for the nationalist alliance
reflected widespread anger over an influx
' migrants to this southeastern European
nation that borders Greece, Turkey and
Romama. and over Turkey's open support
lor a party representing Bulgania's size-
ible Mushim minority

Along with immigration, the election
campaign focused on the future of the
European Union, which Bulgana joined
n 2007, and the influence of Russia and
I'lrkt‘ﬁ on domesti P“'llIL\

Sociahist Party leader Kornelia Ninova,
who campaigned on forging closer rela-

rters, in Sofia, Buigaria
ko Borisov, leads by 4
according to two separate exit polls conducted by the Alpha Research and the Gallup Internationa!

tions with Russia, conceded defeat Sunday
evening. Ninova congratulated GERB as
the election’s winner, and ruled out any
option of serving in a coalition govern-
ment with the center-right party.

The Socialists, a party made up mostly
of ex-communists, want EU sanctions
against Russia lifted and tried to woo vot-
ers with promises of higher salaries and
pensions.

If “GERB fails to form a government,
we will try to do so,” Ninova said.

The GERB party's popularity faded
during Borisov’s previous term as prime
minister because of the slow pace of
reforms to eliminate graft and poverty and
to overhaul the judicial system. Bulgaria is
the EU’s poorest member.

It is now pledging to fight corrupuon
and to raise minimum wages, and supports
EU sanctions on Russia over its role in the
Ukraine crisis.

A populist party named Volya (Will)
may end up entering Parliament. Exit polls
showed it winning about S percent of the
vote, exceeding the 4 percent minimum
threshold.

The party is led by Veselin Mareshki,

a wealthy businessman whose anti-
establishment message combines patriotic
rhetonic with promises of strict immigra-
tion controls and friendhier relations with
Moscow.

The Central Election Commission said
voter turnout for the election stood at
nearly 43 percent at S p.m., a larger show-
ing than in previous elections.

The election sparked protests at the
Turkish border by Bulganan nationalists
who were determined to keep Bulganan
citizens living permanently in Turkey
from coming in to vote. The protesters
claimed Turkish officials were forcing
expatriate voters to support DOST, a pro-
Ankara party running for the first time.

Some 10 percent of Bulgarians are of
Turkish ongin or Muslim. More than
300,000 Bulgarians have settled perma-
nently in Turkey, but still hold Bulgarian
passports and are eligible to vote

The border tensions prompted a spat
between the two nations’ leaders. While
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan
has criticized what he described as “pres-
sure” on ethnic Turks in Bulgaria, Radev
retorted that his country would not accept
democracy lessons from Turkey.

“We will not allow any interference of
foreign powers in Bulgaria’'s internal af-
fairs,” Borisov said Sunday

——— — e — o mu oo e e N i P E— —_— PR e

Merkel party wins state vote as election year starts

By Geir Moulson
Associared Press

BERLIN — Chancellor
\ngela Merkel's conser
vative party easily won
an election in Germany 's
western Saarland state Sun-
day. an unexpectedly strong
performance as Merkel
prepares to seek a fourth
term in a national vote later
this year

I'he outcome was disap-
pointing for her center-left
nvals, the Social Demo-
crats, in their first elec-
toral test since nominating
Martin Schulz in January
as Merkel's rival for the
chancellery

The party, which saw a
boost in poll ratings with
Schulz’s nomination, fell
far short of its hoped-for
first place fimsh and won
oo little support for a new
left-wing government 1n
the region of nearly | mil-
lion people on the French
border.

Conservative governor
Annegret Kramp- Karren-

Links

From 7A

announced in late 2015 a new military
coalition of 34 Muslim majority countries

to fight terrorism in the
The country
3,000 terror

suspects since 2015 and is
part of the U S -led coalition bombing IS

bauer s populanty appeared
to have trumped what

has become known as the
“Schulz effect.”

‘In uncertain times,
people trust the [lﬂltlcul
force that governs reli-
ably,” said Peter Tauber,
the general secretary of
Merkel's Christian Demo-
cratic Union. “The CDU s
the only political force that
distanced itself clearly from
working with the populists
of left and night.”

The CDU polled 40.7
percent in the election for
Saarland’s state legislature
The Social Democrats
received 29.6 percent of the
volte

Saarland is currently run

Democrat-led government
with the opposition Left
Party — a prospect that
may have turned off some
volters.

The Left Party, born from
the merger a decade ago of
ex-communists with other
left-wingers and relatively
strong in Saarland, won
12.9 percent. The left-
leaning Greens d out
of the state legislature, fall-
ing short of the 5 percent
needed to keep their seats.

The nationalist Alterna-
tive for Germany, or AfD,
won 6.2 percent of the vote.
That means it is now repre-
sented in 11 of Germany's
|6 state parliaments, but
Sunday's result was far

by a “grand coalition™ of short of the party’s double-
the conservatives and So- digit showings elsewhere
cial Democrats, similar to last year.
Merkel’s governing alliance AfD rode discontent over
in Berlin. Sunday’s result the influx of migrants to
means no other coalition is  Germany in 2015 and 2016,
politically feasible. but that issue has faded
Pre-election polls sug- somewhat from headlines

gested a significantly and the has suffered
tighter race. They pointed infighting. No other
to the possibility of a Social party wants to work with it.

group targets in Syria.

Saudi Arabia and the U S. also
intelligence on extremist
Pruichu Donald
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ln The Ear° Avaihble!

Now you Don't!
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¢ One of the
hearing aids
* 48 channel m signal processing

custom

. ('ontrdled by state-of-the-art
software

Tiny Micro-processor
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Spaces are limited! Call TODAY for your |
FREE hearing test and RISK FREE trial.

1 Week Onby!
NOW THRU MARCH 371+

/IR, Miracle-Ear

Miracle-Ear’Center-Midland
3001 W Loop 250 North, C-121
Midland, TX 79705

432-272-8895

www.Miracle-Ear-MidlandTX.com

Miracle-Ear'Center-Odessa
2508 N. Grandview Avenue
Odessa, TX 79761

432-272-8885

www.Miracle-Ear-Odessa.com
Hablamos Espanol

One More Thing

Some parts of the evaluation include the use
of a familiar voice, so if you are marfied,
please bring your spouse with you.

Call us today to confirm
your appointment time!
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/K.y, Miracle-Ear

The Miracle-Ear Advantage: §

¢ 100% Satisfaction Guarantee'

* 3-Year Limited Warranty™

e FREE Lifetime Service

* Over 65 Years in Business

* Over 1,300 Locations Nationwide

0% Financing Available!"

7 4, Miracle-Ear

2 for $995

Receive 2 Audiotone’ Pro hearing aids E

at $995 for a limited time only.

I “Fits up to a 30 db loss. Not valid with any other discount or offer
I Does not apply 1o prior purchases. Valid on model Audiotone Pro Only
I Ofter expires OV 3172017

We Work With Most Insurance Plans

------1

Miracle Ear

We are a proud sponsor of the Miracle-Ear Foundation
Gift of Sound program. We make a donatior for every
purchase to help local children and adults hear better!

H1 you are not completely satisfied, the aids may be returned in satisfactony, condition
within 30 days for a full refund. Fitting tee may apply. mmmwm
**Not valid on Audiotone ” Pro.
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RECOGNIZING MIDLAND'S UNSUNG HEROES & VOLUNTEERS

“JOHN CARES SO MUCH FOR THE
HOMEBOUND SENIORS ON HIS
ROUTE”

John is the current board president of Senior Link Midland He has
been on the board for several years and delivers Meals on Wheels
regularly. john cares so much for the homebound seniors on his
route and goes over and beyond to be sure they are well-cared for

beyond the meal

John's innovative thinking helped Senior |.ink Midland to create an
additional program called One Day at a Time. We realize it takes

so much more than a noontime meal to keep homebound seniors

in their homes. This program fills an important gap One Day at a
Time provides food, heaters, fans, air conditioners, blankets, medical
equipment and assistance with rent, taxes, utilities, etc  John has
helped head up important fan/air conditioning drives for semors to
be sure they are kept cool in the summer heat

john also volunteers to be master of ceremonies for our Semor
Companion and Foster Grandparent annual banquets and does an
incredible pb

John helps countless nonprofits through his position at West Texas
Radio Group. He goes over and beyond to be sure valuable

messages are delivered over the airwaves to better the lives of \West
Texans

m W Sﬁ“ﬂf I'.ln" M&'ﬂﬂﬁd infernmm exrec /hve
director

Human Energy

Fuels Our Community

"HE HAS BEEN SUCH A STRONG
SUPPORTER OF THE WEST
TEXAS FOOD BANK"

: |lgh'l up whenever | have the ODDOTTUNtY 10 see My ner

john. He has been such a strong supporter of the West Texa:

Food Bank and as such. has Hrl;}ed Spread awareness ab
hunger in West Texas

His direction and operation of the West Texas Radio Crout
provide entertainment for all of West Texas and really whe
are we without music? | ¢ ANNOt say r-nrﬂ-.“-,jlr Aot how much

K means to have his fnendship and support

Keep up the pood work, john West Texas certamnly wouldn't

De the LaAme wrthout vou

Libby Campbell, West Texas Food Bank executive direct

JOHN
MOESCH

SENIOR LINK MIDLAND
AND WEST TEXAS

RADIO GROUP
B

Professional and community
involvement: Vice president and
general manager of West Texas Radic
Group, two-term and current board
president of Senior Link Midland
newly appointed to the board

of directors of the American Red
Cross, board of directors for Tera
Association of Broadcasters and Meal:

-:]r-.l -'Lr‘lli'r'.'r. *F'_' F

How did you decide to serve the
community as a volunteer with
Senior Link Midland? | drove n

nrot '.“"{'2 Or .(«II'F'F‘:‘ route
and was hooked It 1s such a valuabl
r & Dre -i . - by =
L H 1 1:‘.'-:" 1 T { {
olaal 1, :‘:",I F A . *
i“ b-‘ Y ',.-t 'y -
Wl da 004 Dineqd the board
! direct ind quick ] {
at an ama P pr D 27 passiona
people there were 1n all facet

organization_ It has been an !

rp. ;Jr"ir‘ b . .-ih ) WO T'.ri |

What talents and skills do you share
with the community through your
role at Senior Link and West Texas

Radio Group? My role a
enables me to share my collat
Il-""j -, = i = 1 &
\ire 3 r
{ a .
| ' |
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What unexpected lesson have you
learned while serving as a volunteer
and through your nonprofit work?

" v ]
A £

[ O

Why is volunteerism a priority
for you? It

How long has Midland been your
home, and why have you stayed?

o ' rMietia
1YV'E ¢ !
| o | 1 #
1a 1
| Fe e i | -
* #r

What else would vou like cur

readers to know about you?

Chevron supports Midland.

Human Energy
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Car ownership could give way to al

Book by Cadillac subcription service lets users trade in car up to 18 times per year

By Brian Fung

Washington Post

Recent years have seen an explosion in services that of-
fer a product for a flat monthly fee. No longer the domain
of magazines or newspapers, the subscription model now
supports everything from streaming music to clothing

ahipmcnh

Now, that approach is increasingly coming to the au-
tomobile. Since its debut in February, between 4,000 and
5,000 people have signed up for a Cadillac pilot project
that lets drivers swap one automobile for another almost
as easily as they can switch TV shows, according to the

“The pre-

h l‘ll][‘dﬁ’\

I'he program, known as Book by Cadillac, ch
$1.500 a month and lets drivers cancel anytime.
mium service grants access to 10 Cadillac models. Using
a smartphone, customers can trade in their vehicles up to
|8 times a year. So far, the program has only béen avail-
able in the New York City area, but in light of its popular-
ity, it could expand to other big cities, Cadillac said.

. said Andrew
“There are a lot of ways
want to hone in and perfect

[here s potential for global expansion
Lipman. a Cadillac spokesman.
we can expand this. But we
the program here in New York first.”

The Cadillac umpnddmdlnnry
vehicles. But also explored a similar business
mhmmmmn-.m
wmmmm-m
. That service allows drivers in LuA*bnd

QmmewotomntaChevym up to
2U:Efunils Bochmm
iallysimﬂnloluuinl. mww
cover maintenance and insurance and
crh such as Cadillac’s on-the-fly s system and
aven's offer of $100 worth of fuel ubdlcated park-
ing space for each rental.
The two reflect a big bet on the future of car
ownership. At a time when rising debt and lower wages
have forced some Americans, younger ones,

to put off major purchases such as homes and cars, alter-
natives to traditional car ownership are to become
more common, said Johanna Zmud, a senior research
scientist at Texas A&M’s Transportation Institute. Other
factors contributing to a long-term shift in wncrsluv pat-
terns are changing marriage rates, said Zmud, as well as
a growing tendency for Americans to congregate in dense
urban areas.

Shifting beliefs about ownership are not only giv-
ing rise to vehicle sharing, but also greater in
vehicle types. Rather than purchasing and holding onto

the same car for a decade or more, consu
car subscription services are able to choose
vehicles to suit different needs on-the-fly. For
&emwmbscn could allow drivers to

cmnmuteswhi!e“
ﬂmehtoanSUV

Some to GM hve this
feature, as well. Car2Go, which scrves Wnshm;lm. New
York City, Portland, and Austin recently ex-
m;ls fleet of tiny, Smart cars to include

s-Benz sedans SUVs. Those vehicles can
rented on daily, hourly and by-the-minute rates, For short
trips across town, Car2Go’s prices are competitive with
those of ride-hailing services such as Uber or Lyft.

Both of GM’ spmgrmmm-nm
sive. Even Maven Reserve, which is
drivers, costs upward of $1,100 a
largely affluent markets where it’s
unclear whether there is much of a
subscription services. BMW had oundthul
similar platform for its vehicles, but
ness case, to the Wall Street

trends

Still, with Mmmb up
the hunk of metal and their it’s
clear that experiments Imﬁm nwt

going away.
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IN YOUR FACE

ra Kim watches as !

By Sarah Halzack
Wachimereon Poxst

When K. O Miller got her seven grand
nidren together tor the hohidays., things
got a Iitile IMESSy In the Kitchen. | hey
weren t cooking some elaborate recips
L hey were playing Pie Face, a game
In which a 111*”1-!* Ol kthl[‘i{"t*ll LIcaim is
erved up from a plastic “throwing arm”

1O someone who has pqnl!l med his lace
In I1ts path. As everyone d to remain
stoic while getting boppe ,l with a white
blob, Miller took photos and videos on her
1Phone

“We'd play these videos, and we'd just
how! at how funny they were,

a 62-year-old resident of Gilbert, Arizona

" sard Miller.

8 dad. Enc Kim, plays Pie Face

Social media changes toy business

And then she posted some of them on
Facebook, wanting to share the high jinks
with others

Pie Face, made by Hasbro, was the
single best-selling item in the games cat
egory in 2016 and the fourth best-selling
toy overall, according to market research
firm NPD Group. And Miller was hardly
alone in sharing her family's laughs
online: Hasbro s customer research found
that more than 50 percent of people who
buy Pie Face make and share a video of
themselves playing it

Pie Face 1s a symbol of a new era in
toymaking. one in which social media
1s allowing the industry to marshal the
everyday shopper, to become 2 product’s
most powerful advertiser. And its mega

=

By Hayley Tsukayama
Washington Post

Apple announced several new products

New iPad is
cheaper than
predecessor

Tuesday moming, including a cheaper
version of the 1Pad and a new red shade for
the iPhone. Consumers began placing their
orders for the new devices Friday

If you’'ve been thinking about treating
yourself to something new and are in-
trigued by Apple’s announcements, here
are some things to consider before you buy

The strongest selling point for the new
9.7-inch iPad is its price. The tablet now
starts at $329, which is $70 less than its
previous price. It has a retina display and
comes in three colon gold, silver and

Space gray.
Thenew:Pldappemlobeartplacc-

-.‘ -ﬂ' = = Boa '.,.' "

popularity has helped fuel a flurry of
action from toymakers to create games

that offer a “shareable moment” — a brief
visual morsel that parents and grandpar-
ents will post on Instagram or Facebook

and that teens will put on Snapchat or
YouTube.

It's a new breed of toy that can't just be
fun for players in real time. It has to be

demonstrative, performative, even.
T'he desire to strike social gold is

shaping the game business in a variety of
ways: Toymakers are mining viral social

clips for inspiration for new products
I'hey are scrambling to crank out new
games faster than ever to ride digital

Please see TOYS/4B
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Sarah Halzack/Washington Post
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- Safe behavior,
products can
protect the
online world

By Debbie Carison
Chicago Tribune

The online world is a scary place
— viruses and malware that steal
information make their onto
computers, and hackers de-
vices and demand a ransom to get
back stored information.

There are safe ways to be online,
and security e say a combina-
tion of safe behavior and
helps keep users protect

A good defense is as im
as a good offense. Avoid chcﬂn!
on suspicious links in “phishing
emails — those that look as lf
they ‘re from legitimate senders like
banks and other institutions — and
don’t download files from unknown
websites.

“You have more power than
you think. You have control over
clicking on links in email and what
programs you use. The reason
why (hacking) works is it's human
nature to be curious,” said Monica
Eaton-Cardone, chief information
officer of Global Risk Technolo-
gies, an international technology
firm that provides dynamic risk
mitigation.

But don’t get upset if you do fall
victim, said Adam Levin, chairman
and founder of identity-theft miti-
gation firm CyberScout and author
of “Swiped: How to Protect Your-
self in a World Full of Scammers,
Phishers, and Identity Thieves.”

“Internet breaches have become
the third certainty of life.” he said.

Use your anti-virus and anti-
malware software programs..Eaton-
Cardone said nontechnical people
sometimes get frustrated by default
security settings. The settings can
be so high that they prevent users
from going to otherwise safe web-
sites. That sometimes leads people
to disable the software, leaving
themselves vulnerable to attacks,
she said. A simple fix is to adjust
the security settings to be less ag-
gressive but still keep the user safe.

Eaton-Cardone and Jerry Beilin-
son, electronics editor for Con-
sumer Reports, said free anti-virus
software like Avast does the job
fine. She also likes Malwarebytes
for free malware software. Paid
software like BullGuard Internet
Security ($59.95) and Kaspersky
Internet Security ($79.99) rate
higher in Consumer Reports testing
because they offer more features
and convenience, he said.

Eaton-Cardone said a big
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e

ment for the iPad Air 2, so it’s best to think
of 1t as a successor to that product — an
in-between, easy-to-carry tablet for watch-
ing video and Web browsing. It is about 20
percent thicker than its predecessor but is
still pretty trim at 1.03 pounds.

The lower price tag comes with a few
tradeoffs, however It doesn’t have Apple's
latest processor but packs the same one
from the iPhone 68 and 68 Plus, mean-
m that it is a little slﬂ*: than the latest

. The new tablet also has no supnn
y-

fnflhtA Pencil or Apple’s S
board — tostlllbermcrved
for!hciPude ine.
That will heﬂrncfmmnn
people. If you're looking for a full laptop
replacement, however, it’s probably not
your best option.
Apple also upped the storage space on

the iPad mini to 128 GB, for $399, which
could make the smaller tablet more ap-
pealing as a travel companion for watching
video — if you don’t mind the price. The
smaller size makes it a little more plane-
friendly than a full-size tablet.

As for the new red iPhone, decid-
ing whether to pay $749 for it is almost
entirely a cosmetic decision. The anodized
red hue is a head-turner and benefits the
AIDS awareness campaign Red. has
already put a similar color on its i
but this is the first time it has come to the
iPhone.
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