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Sunny skies

NEW YORK - No matter what
Tim Duncan, Karl Malone or Alonzo
Mourning do in the final three days
of the season, it won't change
many MVP votes. Most of the vot-

Columbine arrest

LITTLETON, Colo.— A 22-year-
old man was arrested Monday on
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What are those things?

Members of a downtown congregation weren't sure what
to make of a 150-foot steel tower just north of their

- church. At first, a few worshippers stared as a construc-
LT tion crew assembled the massive structure. Finally, some-
| one walked up to workers and inquired./1B

From Staff

A major public forum focusing on
young people in the Midland-Odessa
communities will be held at 6:30
p.m. May 11 at the University of
Texas of the Permian Basin Center
for Energy and Economic Diversi-
fication.

The forum will be broadcast live
on NewsWest 9.

Sponsors for the event are the
Junior League of Midland, the
Junior League of Odessa, the Mid-
land Reporter-Telegram, News-
West 9, UTPB CEED (Highway 191
and FM 1788) and KNFM 92.5.

A panel of teen-agers will be
assembled to discuss the pressures
and problems facing today’s young
people. The program will be mod-
erated by NewsWest 9 news anchors
Jay Hendricks and Melissa Hendrix,
as well as Midland Reporter-
Telegram City Editor Gary Ott.

Ott will field from the television
audience e-mail that will be passed
on to the panel of teen-agers, as well
as a second panel made up of law
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enforcement officials, counselors
and clergy.

“We think the tragedy in Littleton
points to the problems in our society.
These are things that need to be dis-
cussed 1n a healthy and productive
way. We can no longer bury our
heads in the sand, we need to pro-
mote discussion and the search for
answers,” said Vick: Jay, president
of the Junior League of Midland.

In the wake of the April 20 shoot-
ings at Columbine High School in
Littleton, Colo., schools in both Mid-
land and Odessa have been plagued
with phony bomb threats and
weapons violations. Area schools
have been struggling to keep up with
the dual responsibilities of curricu-
lum and student safety.

Junior League officials said the
situations cannot be traced solely to
the schools but are part of a bigger
problem in our society.

They contend parents, children,
educators, law enforcement and
citizens all have to be ready to
study the problem and be prepared
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waste storage
soon could
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countdown to 2000

to look for the warning signs, and
that falls right in line with the mis-
sion of the Junior League of Odessa,
as well the Junior League of Mid-
land.

“Our focus area is at-risk families.
We adopted the at-risk families
focus area several years ago, and
this public forum falls right into our
overall mission,” said Renee Hen-
derson Earls, public affairs chair-
man of the Odessa Junior League.
“What we learn from this, we can
carry into our other projects
throughout the year and down the
road. This will definitely be a cata-
lyst for the Junior League.”

While young people are the focus
ofithe public forum, the event will be
open to-anyone from the Midland-
Odessa area.

“We want people to come togeth-
er and talk about the issues we face.
No single person can point to a giv-
en situation like the one in Littleton
and say exactly why it happened.”
sald NewsWest 9 News Director

Please see FORUM/4A
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envision the future
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Forum to focus on troubles of youth

.~ Assaults on U.S. schools

Hecent shootings involving U.S. schoois
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become reallty

By Richard Acosta
Staff Writer

The subject of radioactive waste in

West Texas has been a hot topic for some
time now.

Aquifers, fault lines, geological struc-
tures. The list of questions, their answers
and the questions the answers have raised
is enough to make your head spin, and it
may not be long before the idea of a low-
level radioactive facility becomes a real-
ity.

House Bill 1910, introduced by Rep. War-
ren Chisum (R-Pampa), known as the
“assured isolation” bill, will decide how
radioactive waste will be stored — if it
passes — for the compact between Maine,
Vermont and Texas. The Texas House is
scheduled to vote on it Thursday.

The bill would then have to clear the Sen-
ate before going to Gov. George W. Bush.
Why is the bill’s passage a big deal?

If the assured isolation bill passes, it is
likely the facility will be located in the Per-
mian Basin.

Two of the main companies currently
involved are Waste Control Specialists
(WCS) and Envirocare of Texas Inc.,
based in Austin.

WCS wants to host the facility in
Andrews County, which borders Midland
County to the northeast.

Currently, WCS holds licenses for waste
disposal operations in Andrews County
from: the Texas Natural Resource Con-
servation Commission (TNRCC), which
authorizes the receipt, storage, processing
and disposal of industrial hazardous
waste, including some exempt low-level
waste; U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency, which authorizes the receipt,
storage, processing and disposal of PCB
(Petro Carbon Bifennels that help in the

Please see STORAGE/4A
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Courtesy of Envirocare of Texas

it Envirocare of Texas is chosen to bulld the assured isola- thick walls and house 9-by-9-foot steel barrels sealed In con-

tion buliding,

Lawrence R. Jacobi said the buliding will look crete. mmﬂmmmm«ummwbym

similar to this artist rendering. The buliding will have 10-inch puter as seen in this cut-away.
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Low-level radioactive describes variety of items

E! Richard Acosta
Staff Writer

Recently, there has been a lot of talk
about the storage, disposal and treat-
ment of low-level radioactive waste.
State House Bill 1910, written by Rep.
Warren Chisum (R-Pampa), will set-
tle the question of how low-level
radioactive waste can be stored in
Texas as part of the compact between
Maine, Vermont and Texas.

So, what is low-level radioactive
waste”?

According to Reggie Basur with
Waste Control Specialists (WCS), low-
level radioactive waste is defined as

= Midlanders

Mella McEwen
Staff Writer

The menace of the upcoming “Star Wars”™ movie,
“Star Wars Episode I — The Phantom Menace” is no

longer a phantom.

Retailers throughout the country o

t Monday to let eager s
“Star Wars”-related toys, f

dy and bed linens, much of which was snapped up

doors at midni

quickly.

Toys R Us manager Melissa Fonner said she was

not on duty at

opened, 'But I'm told we had some major sales.”

The store’s midnight o

ly by signs put up inside the store, s

secrecy surrou
open May 19, intrigued

“I wanted to see what it
'pnx‘ — $
Movie a?dﬂnctu(}oouel.m-hut

“contaminated soil, dirt, clothing and
gloves and other such innocuous mate-
rials.”

Basur said the items he defined as
low-level radioactive waste will be
what WCS will store in their facility if
they host the Texas, Maine, Vermont
compact site.

Vice president of operations and gen-
eral counsel for Envirocare of Texas
Inc., Lawrence R. Jacobi Jr., said low-
level radioactive waste is not an easy
thing to define.

“Primarily, it is typical, ordinary
trash that has been affected by
radioactivity,” Jacobi said. “It can

range from a syringe from a hospital
to a part of a disassembled nuclear
reactor.”

Diane D’Arrigo, radioactive waste
project director for Nuclear Informa-
tion Resource Service (NIRS) in
Washington, D.C., said low-level
radioactive waste covers a wide range
of materials.

According to a report from NIRS,
low-level radioactive waste includes
entire nuclear power plants if and
when they are dismantled, which
includes tons of concrete and steel and

Please see LOW-LEVEL/4A
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Baker also said he was looking
items because “I'm looking
remember what the first one was like. It came out
when I was real young.”

He used to have some merchandise related to the
original series, “but it
I wish I still had it.”

He said he’'s looking
movie, “but I won’t get in for a couple of weeks so 1

s B s for birthday gifts
r es at th
store, Pat Tillman m
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~ LANDSTUHL, Germany (AP)
— Upbeat and safe at a U.S. mili-
tary hospital in Ge , three
servicemen rele by
Yugoslavia were joyfully reunited
with their families on their first full
day of freedom Monday.

Army doctors pronounced the
soldiers in generally good shape,
but checkups also revealed frac-
tured ribs and a broken nose, rais-
ing questions about how they were
treated during their capture and
month in captivity.

The Army declined to comment
on how the injuries were sus-
tained, citing the ongoing exami-
nations and investigation into the
circumstances of their March 31
capture on the Yugoslav-Macedo-
nia border.

. Before arriving at the Land-
.stuhl Regional Medical Center on
'Sunday, the soldiers told reporters
.that their scars and bruises
‘stemmed from their capture, but
‘said they were generally treated
.well after that. Their commander,
‘Maj. David Grange of the lst
JInfantry division, was skeptical.

' Pentagon spokesman Kenneth
.Bacon said the three soldiers
‘would undergo further debriefings
.in Germany for two or three more
vdays.

' The initial debriefings have reaf-
firmed U.S. officials’ belief that the
‘'soldiers were captured inside
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. BELGRADE, Yugoslavia (AP)
— Belgrade storekeepers lighted
their shops with candles and work
crews slowly restored electricity
Monday after NATO blacked out
the Yugoslav capital with “‘soft
bombs’’ that short-circuited pow-
£er stations.

It was the first time civilians in
Belgrade and elsewhere across
Serbia had suffered such a mas-
sive blackout since the allied air
campaign began.

Yugoslav media, meanwhile,
reported NATO warplanes mis-
takenly hit a bus, causing heavy
casualties. NATO officials said
they had no information on the
reports of a noontime airstrike on
a bus traveling from the western
Kosovo city of Pec to Roza)e In
neighboring Montenegro.

A Montenegrin government offi-
cial speaking on condition of
anonymity said 17 people were
killed and 21 injured. Montenegro s
Montena-fax news agency quoted
police sources as saying about 20
were killed in the NATO airstrike
but the claim could not be inde-
pendently confirmed.

Television footage from the
scene about 12 miles north of Pec
showed a white bus with shat-
tered windows, flat tires and three
or so bodies on the ground on a rur-
al mountain road. Other footage by
TV crews taken to the site by Serb
authorities showed dead bodies in
the bus, its doorway and beside a

Suspect in London court accused

day

tivity in Yugoslavia.

Macedonia, Bacon said. Serb
authorities have claimed the three
were in Serb territory when cap-
tured.

After taking 30 days of leave, the
soldiers were likely to return to
their units, which are based in Ger-
many, Bacon said.

Col. Mack Blanton, chief of clin-
ical services at the hospital, said

L)
burned-out car.

NATO, which has admitted mis-
taken airstrikes since April 12
have left about 159 people dead,
began the air campaign to force
Milosevic to accept a peace deal
for Kosovo and halt atrocities
against ethnic Albanians.

NATO’s target was thought to
have been a nearby police and
army checkpoint, Montena-fax
said. The Serb Media Center quot-
ed officials in Pec as saying the bus
was full of women and children.

Cities and towns across
Yugoslavia slowly were recover-
ing electricity and water after
NATO jets blasted power plants in
strikes aimed at disrupting Pres-
ident Slobodan Milosevic’'s mili-
tary machine. But many people
were still without power at dusk.

Traffic lights were not working
throughout Belgrade. Some stores
opened despite the power outage,
using candles to light their interni-
ors, but civilians were inconve-
nienced all day long.

NATO has promised to target
military sites and installations
and tried to minimize disruptions
to civilians, but the latest
airstrikes on electrical sites tem-
porarily affected 70 percent of
Serbia, alliance officials said.

NATO struck at Kostolac’'s pow-
er grid 50 miles east of the capital,
which supplies much of eastern
Serbia. NATO bombers also hit
electricity transformer yards as
well at Nis, Novi Sad, Drmno,

of three murders in three bombings

LONDON (AP) — A man
accused of killing three people In
a series of nail-bomb explosions
appeared in court Monday in a
brief hearing that shed no light on
the motive for attacks apFarentl}*
aimed at gays and racial minori-
ties.

David Copeland, 22, spoke only
to confirm his address, and did not
enter a plea during a five-minute
hearing at West London Magis-
trates Court. The procedure per-
mits him to be held in custody to
await his next court appearance on
May 10

Copeland was charged Sunday
with murdering thrmhpenple with
a bomb that exploded Friday

evening at the Admiral Duncan, a
gay pub in central London
More than 70 people were

injured; 19 remained hospitalized
Monday, six of them in serious con-
dition.

He was also charged with three
counts of causing explosions,
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including an attack April 17 In
Brixton, south London, injuring 39
people, and another in Brick Lane
in east London a week later, injur-
Ing seven.

Brixton has a large Afro-
Caribbean community, and Brick
Lane has a concentration of
Bangladeshis. Several white-
supremacist groups had claimed
responsibility for the Brixton
blast, but police said Copeland,
who i1s white, had no known con-
nection with any of them.

The defendant’s father, Stephen
Copeland, told reporters that the
family was ‘‘unbelievably devas-
tated.”’

all three were in good spirits and
excited about seeing their loved
ones again.

Each had a private reunion with
family members who had arrived
in Germany on overnight flights
from the United States. A few
hours later, they step onto a
hospital balcony together, beam-
ing and holding on to each other.
They waved briefly to reporters

Belgrade, much of Serbia blacked out by ‘soft bombs’

Obrenovac and Banina Basta on
the 40th day of allied bombing.
This shows that ““‘NATO has its
finger on the light switch in
Yugoslavia now and we can turn
the power off whenever we need to
and whenever we want to,”” NATO
spokesman Jamie Shea said.
Intensifying the air campaign,

1

Rent a

WORLD ‘
Three freed U.S. soldiers reunited with families at base

and camera crews kept across
the street by military police.

Grange said the parents were
‘“‘very t, very positive and
proud of their sons. Just like their
units are in Germany.’

The family members, suffering
from jet lag, were not exﬁcw:l to
talk with reperters on Monday,
officials said. They were to remarn
in Germany for a few days.

That raised the possibility of a
meeting with President Clinton,
who was expected Wednesday in
Germany for a previously planned
visit to U.S. troops.

White House spokesman Joe
Lockhart said Clinton would like to
meet with the three servicemen
but that the president did not want
to delay their return home.

After being released in Belgrade
on Sunday, the soldiers traveled by
bus to Croatia and then were flown
to Germany, accompanied by civ-
il rights leader Jesse Jackson,
who had negotiated their release
with Yugoslav President Slobodan
Milosevic.

Jackson hoped Clinton would
reciprocate by offering a respite
from airstrikes, now in their sixth
week. But NATO refused to
reward the gesture and the
alliance continued to pound
Yugoslavia.

The soldiers spent Sunday
evening on the telephone, watching
television and relaxing, then had a
good night’s sleep, hospital offi-

alliance planes have carried out
more than 600 sorties daily in the
past few days.

“We want the regime to get the
message,’’ said Shea, adding that
with the vulnerability of the elec-
trical yards now proven ‘‘they
have one more thing to worry
about.”
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cials said.

Medical on Monda
revealed that Staff Sgt. Andrew
Ramirez, 24, of Los Angeles, had
two fractured ribs, on each
side, and Staff Sgt. Christopher J.
Stone, 25, of Smiths Creek, Mich.
had a fractured nose.

Blanton said the fractures were
already starting to hegl and
required no treatment.

Ramirez had a small cut on the
toﬁ of his head that was stitched
while e was in captivity and
swelling on his right lower leg that
will require further X-rays, Blan-
ton said. Ramirez could not
remember how the injury to his leg
occurred, he said.

tests

FACT:

Dialogue provides professional
group counseling and support to
cancer patients and their families.
This program allows them to
discuss with others, concemns
involving living with cancer.
For more information, contact
the ACS at 683-6374.

Courtesy of Midland Reporter-Telegram
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POSSE:

Stone’s broken nose was discov-
ered after a CT scan run on his
head to examine the bruises and
abrasions on his face. ‘‘In ral
ﬂlumndiﬂon is good,"” Blanton

Spec. Steven Gonzales, 22, of
Huntsville, ‘‘turned out fine’’ in ini-
tial checkups and has no further
medical tests scheduled for the
time being, he said.

Unit ‘“buddies’’ were assigned to
each soldier ‘‘to help them repa-
triate,”’ a process t normally
lasts three days and includes
checkups, debriefings, decom-
Ermion and family reunions, said

t. Col. Sharon DeRuvo, the hos-
pital’s nursing chief.

Delivering Mail
Beating Hunger.

Satv

by your mailbox on

Please join the National Association of Letter
Carriers annual Food Drive.

Benefiting the West Texas Food Bank

Simply leave your non-perishable food donation
May 8th. Letter carriers will
pick up food as they deliver the mail.

Donations can also be d
following locations from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.:
Albertson’s - Andrews Highway
HEB - Wadley and Midkiff
Wal-Mart - Loop 250 and Midland Drive

Helping Your Community!
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Call today and
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appointment, or take
advantage of the money
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‘May 4, slated for Palestinian statehood, to go officiall

GAZACITY, Gaza Strip (AP) —
» It was su to be Palestinian
- independence day, but there will be
. no ceremonies and Yasser Arafat
im t even in town.

The Palestinian Authority

+ adopted a no-fanfare approach to
Tuesday, the once ‘‘sacred’’ May

+ 4 date markmg the end of the five-
year autonomy period and runup
to statehood.

.. Some of Arafat’s constituents
were disappointed that the Pales-

. ‘tinian leader, under pressure from
world leaders and threats from
Israel, last week backed away

 from declaring statehood.

“We postponed the declaration
of the state once before, something
we dreamed of since we were chil-
dren, and when we were very
, -close to it, the world one more time

' sabotaged this dream,”” said Islam

' Abdel Karim, 25, an engineering

. student at Gaza University.

Taiwan says it cannot
formally recognize
Beijing government

TAIPEI, Taiwan (AP) — Tai-
wan does not deny the legitimacy
of China’s communist government
« but cannot formally recognize it
*dor constitutional reasons, a Tal-

. wanese official said Monday.

* Su Chi, head of the cabinet's
~Mainland Affairs Council, said
» that although Taipei stopped con-
' testing Beijing’'s claim to be the
» mainland’s legitimate govern-
* ment in 1991, that was only an

.-IIII-----I-FI--I-----II-

. ackmwledgment of its jurisdiction -

* over the area it controls.
. If Taiwan wanted to officially
* recognize China’s government, Su
. said, it would have to redraw its
» official borders because the con-
" stitution proclaims them as
» encompassing the same territory
* as claimed by Bei jing.
+« ‘““We don’t recognize (the gov-

' ernment in Beu ing) , but nor do we
. dispute them,”’ Su told a hearing at
* the Legislature.
. As head of the council, Su is pri-
» marily responsible for interpreting
" the government’s policy on rela-
» tions with China.
" It can be a complex chore — Tai-
. wan insists that the sides recognize
' each other’s jurisdiction in the
. areas they control, but its consti-
' tution says its borders include all
of China, including Tibet and the
- now-independent Republic of Mon-
. golia.

Taiwan’s ruling Nationalist gov-
“ernment brought its constitution
{ with it when it fled in 1949 after
‘being swept out of China by Mao
' Tse-tung’s communists.
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Palestinian hard-liners planned
a number of rallies Tuesday to
show their dissatisfaction with the
delay. The Democratic Front for
the Liberation of Palestine, a
small radical PLO faction, said it
weuld hold a sit-in at the Palestin-
jan legislature in Gaza City to
press demands for statehood now.

In Jerusalem, far-right Israel
lawmaker Benny Elon said he
would hold a ‘‘celebration’’ near
the Orient House — the PLO head-
quarters in traditionally Arab east
Jerusalem — to mark the end of
the autonomy accords and Pales-
tinian failure to declare a state.

Orient House officials said they
would hold a counter-demonstra-
tion and host foreign diplomats, a
move the Israeli police said they
would prevent.

Last week, the Palestinian lead-
ership took a decision to postpone
statehood until June, in part to pre-

Sim Cognen
682-0326

vent Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu from using the
issue to his advantage during his
bid for re-election on May 17.

In the meantime, Palestinian
officials said they would work on
preparing for statehood by devel-

a constitution, an official cur-
rency and forging national unity,
said Ahmed Qureia, speaker of the
Palestinian legislature.

But many Palestinians are
beginning to feel frustrated. After
more than 30 years under Israeli
occupation, and five years of lim-
ited self-rule which did not reap
promised economic benefits, they
say they have waited long enough
for independence.

“Tomorrow 1 was planning to
put flags out in front of my shop to
celebrate, but I found out after the
decision of the Palestinian leader-
ship that our enemy is going to cel-
ebrate because they ... stopped us
from declaring our state,” said

Gt
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Qeasc join us as we welcome our

representative from Christopher Radko.

Chnstopher’s dazzling glass ornaments
crown any occasion. This 1s your 1deal
opportunity to see his new collection

for 1999, and your only opportunity to
purchase Mrs.

Iceburg, available

exclusively at this event (while supplies

last)!

Wednesday, May S
THE
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#22 Plaza Oaks

SE Corner Garfield &
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LOVE LETTERS

MAY-Emerald
JUNE-Alexandrite
JULY-Ruby
AUGUST-Peridot
SEPTEMBER-Sapphire
OCTOBER-Rose
NOVEMBER-Topaz
DECEMBER-Blue Zircon

Dillard’s

Dillard’s welcomes your Dillard’s charge, Visa, MasterCard, Ameri¢an Express, Discover or Diners Chb lﬂ.
NDAY-SATURDAY, 10A.M.. TO 9P M SUNDAY, NOON TO 6P.M. + Midland Park Mall, 697-791 1 s

SHOP M

Give a charming little token
of your love to Mom,
Grandma or any loved one
with a "Love Letters” ring
from Gl Gl Assessories.
Choose from four styles,
channel set with genuine
Austrian crystal in
birthstone colors. Sizes 6-9.

Hamad Saed.
Still, senior Palestinian peace
' Saeb Erekat defended
the: lestinian Authority’s
achievements and said Arafat was
determined to go forth with inde-
pendence.

Municipal elections in eight
Palestinian cities could take place
this summmer for the first time ever,
he said.

“President Arafat m ed
of achievements before May 4,
mainly the world’'s recognition of
the Palestinian right to self-deter-
mination and establishing the
state,”” Erekat said.

Before the Palestinian leader-
ship met last week, Arafat went on
a whirlwind tour of 56 countries,
drumming up support for state-
hood if a declaration was post-

WE ARE HAVING A

CRAZY LARRY SALE! “&

15% -- 20% -- 25% OFF So come and see if your boots are on sale

You
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unmarked

poned for one year.

A U.S. proposal suggested that
during that time, Israel and the
Palestinians tackle the most crit-
ical disputes before them, includ
ing the future of Jerusalem
refugees and permanent borders

Arafat was to spend Tuesday In
Holland and then fly to Algeria
where he first pledged Palestinian
statehood 11 years ago

that help you find a way...

Scott Lovett, Wesley Bownds and Robert Winkler are among the most experienced

and respected energy lenders in the Permian Basin.

Western National Bank is consistently one of the Permian Basin's top performing
and strongest independent financial institutions - in capital strength and in lending

capacity.

When those qualities come together on behalf of your banking needs, you gain an

T — - T— T —

experienced and service-oriented energy banking team that can be a vital part of your team

- not an obstacle to it.

Call Scott, Wes or Robert today at 915-5704181. Western National Bank...we help
you find a way...not get in your way!

WESTERN NATIONAL BANK

Call on the team with energy to lend, today!

Four styles in sterling silver or gold verrheil

ANGELS OF

e _oB® Mother’s Day is Sunday, May Ith e~

JOY

Decoratively gift-boxed

“Angels of Joy” from Barse
make the perfect gift from
Mother's little angel.
Choose from earrings and
rings, or pins that can be
worn as pendants; some
nngs are adjustable. A

“Angel of Joy” will be
donated to St. Jude
Children's Research Center.
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WEATHER |

3-day forecast

Smny
High 87
Low 53

Today's forecast calls for sunny skies with a high near 87. Winds will

Fair
High 82
Low 47

be gusty and from the west at 20 to 30 mph.
Tonight's forecast calls for clear skies with a low near 53.
Wednesday's forecast calls for sunny skies with a high near 84

After an overnight low of 63, Monday’s high reach
to the record high for that date of 98, set in 1946. The record low of 37

was set 1n 1970.

Ramiall Jong‘w ..... 0.00 in.

Rainfall Sunday ...... 0.00 in.
Total for month ...... 0.02 in.
Total for year ..1.76 in.

Normal total yr'tb-dété .2.33in.

...7am.
8:31 p.m.

Sunrise
Sunset ...

tate forecast

Texas temperatures

Highes! lemperature last 12 hours, lowes! past 18
howrs and precpitakon for 24 hours ending at 6 pm
CST

Hi Lo Pcp
Abwiene 84 65
AlCe B85 74
Amaniio 73 45
Arngton a2 66 002
Aushin B& 69
Beaumont . . . . 78 68
Brownswille B5 76
College Stahon 82 69
Corpus Chnsh a3 74
Corsicana 81 63 002
Dalhar 74 43
Dallas 81 65 005
Del Rw B8 7 0 01
El Paso 83 60
Fort Worth B0 66
Galveston 79 72
Harhngen 82 S 002

DEATH NOTICES
Joseph Sers

Joseph Sers died Saturday, May
1. at his home.

Services will be 10 a.m. Satur-
day, May 8, at First Baptist
Church in Natchitoches, La., with
the Rev. W. Reagan White Jr. offi-
ciating. Burial is to follow at Fern
Park under the direction of Blan-
chard-St. Denis Funeral Home 1n
Natchitoches.

He was born in Natchitoches
Parish, La.

He worked for CLECO for 43
years before retiring. He was a
member of First Baptist Church in
Midland and a former member of
First Baptist Church in Natchi-
toches.

He was preceded in death by his
wife, Blanche Beard Sers in Feb-
ruary 1998

Survivors include a son, Sidney
W. Sers of Brownwood; a daugh-
ter, Sally White of Midland; a sis-
ter, Alma Phans of Coushatta, La.,
seven grandchildren; and five
great-grandchildren.

Memorials may be made to
Community and Senior Services of
Midland Inc., 3301 Sinclair, Mid-
land, Texas 79707.

Sarah Johnson

LUBBOCK — Former Midlan-
der Sarah N. Johnson, 14, died Sun-
day, May 2.

Services are to be 1:30 p.m.
Thursday at Green Lawn Church
of Christ in Lubbock with David
Fraze and Dale Mannon officiat-
ing. Burial 1s to follow at
Resthaven Memorial Park under
the direction of Resthaven Funer-
al Home 1n Lubbock.

She was born Sept. 4, 1984, In
Midland.

She was an eighth-grader at
Lubbock’s Smylie Wilson Junior
High School, where she was a
member of the orchestra, Nation-
al Junior Honor Society, volley-
ball, basketball and track teams.
She was a member of Green Lawn
Church of Christ Youth Group, had
been class secretary at Nat
Williams Elementary School, and
volunteered.

Survivors include her parents,
Bryan Keith and Lori Johnson of
Lubbock; a brother, Joshua of
Lubbock; grandparents, Gene and
Inge Seward of Lubbock and Peg-
gy Johnson of Shallowater; and
great-grandparents, Hildegard
Jeppson of Lubbock and Mary
Fox of Savoy; and numerous
aunts, uncles and cousins.

Arthur Snyder

ODESSA— Arthur Snyder died
Friday, April 30, at his Odessa res-
idence.

There will be no services.
Arrangements were under the
direction of Hubbard-Kelly Funer-
al Home in Odessa.

He was born Jan. 10, 1930, in
Kansas, Okla.

Before moving to Odessa last
year, he lived in California, Hobbs,
N.M., Midland, and Rockport. He
worked for Boyd’'s Carpets in Mid-
land, retiring in 1993.

Survivors include a brother,
Andy Snyder of Midland; and
numerous nieces, nephews and
cousins.

Memorials may be made to the
American Heart Association, or
tie charity of your choice.

»

Yesterday's hrmorltum

B .- oneni s voanes s
LOW .....c o605 0mewnb 63
Normal high ......... 84
Normallow .......... 54
Pollen count
Trees: NA Weeds: NA
Grass: NA Molds: NA

Dust: NA
Courtesy: John D. Bray, MD.

Houston 9 69 0.0
Huntsville a2 66
Junchon 81 68 001
K ings ville . 76
Laredo 95 73
L ongview 80 60 0O
Lubbock 76 54
Marta 81 43
McAllen 90 77 0 02
McHinney 9 12
New Brauntels 84 69
Palacwos 79 73 0 02
Pans 77 59
San Angeio . .] 66
San Antomno 81 68 0O
Terrell B0 63 0 04
Tyler 82 62
Victona a2 A 003
Waco B3 67 002
Wichata F alls B85 65
Wink B9 55

Norma Arnn

BRENHAM — Former Midlan-
der Norma Arnn, 71, of Brenham,
died Friday, April 30, in Brenham.

Services are to be 11 a.m.
Wednesday, May 5, at Resthaven
Mausoleum Chapel in Lubbock.
Burial i1s to follow at Resthaven
Cemetery, under the direction of
Memornrial Oaks Chapel in Bren-
ham.

She was born Aug.
Sulphur, Okla.

She was preceded in death by a
daughter, Rita C. Brightman; and
a sister, Betty L. Williams.

Survivors include her husband,
Tom Arnn Jr. of Brenham; a
daughter, Cynthia Rollins of
Industry; a brother, James Mar-
tin of Monrovia, Calif.; two sisters,
Mildred J. Hamilton of Dallas and
Mary F. Thomas of Kermit; four
grandchildren; and four great-
grandchildren.

Theresa Thompson

ODESSA —Theresa Noles
Thompson, 56, died Friday, April
30, at her Odessa residence.

Services will be 2 p.m. Wednes-
day, May 5, at Frank W. Wilson
Funeral Chapel with Joe Cross offi-
ciating. Bunal i1s to follow at Sun-
set Memorial Gardens under the
direction of Frank W. Wilson
Funeral Directors.

She was born March 23, 1943 in
San Angelo.

She was a teacher for many
years.

Survivors include her husband,
John Thompson of Odessa; a son,
John L. Thompson of Odessa; her
mother, Virdie Martin of Houston:
two brothers, James O. Noles and
Thomas E. Noles, both of Houston:
and three grandchildren.

Henry Edwards

SAN ANGELO — Henry
Edwards, 91, died Monday, May 3,
at a San Angelo hospital.

Graveside services are to be 2
p.m. today, May 4, at Trinity
Memorial Park. Arrangements
are under the direction of Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Funeral Home in
Big Spring.

He was born Sept. 25, 1907, in
Henrietta.

He operated Howard County
Refinery, started the Nu-Grape
Bottling Co. in San Angelo, and
was involved in real estate before
retiring. He was a Methodist.

Survivors include his wife,
Winona Taylor Edwards of San
Angelo; a sister, Virginia Land-
graf of San Diego, Calif.; and
numerous nieces and nephews.

Memorials may be made to the
charity of your choice.

Emily Pike

BIG SPRING — Emily Pike, 84,
died Sunday, May 2, at a Big
Spring hospital.

Services are pendin
Myers & Smith Funeral
Big Spring.

Ezell Brewer

BIG SPRING — Ezell W. Brew-
er, 83, died Monday, May 3, at a

Bi Spring hospital.
rvices are with Nal-

ey-Pickle & Welch Funeral Home
ln Blg Spring.
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(From 1A)

cooling of oil and other solvents);
and Texas Department of Health,
which authorizes the receipt, stor-
age and processing of low-level
radioactive and mixed waste. A
second TNRCC permit authorizes
the receipt, storage and process-
ing of industrial hazardous waste
for research, demonstration and
development of emerging waste
treatment technologies.

Envirocare is looking into sites
in Andrews County, Ward County
— about 50 miles east, Borden
County — about 30 miles north of
Big Spring, and Haskell County —
about 50 miles north of Abilene and
the only current site not in the Per-
mian Basin.

If one of the companies wins the
bid from the state, low-level
radioactive waste will be stored in
the Permian Basin, and the waste
will travel either by truck or rail
through Midland-Odessa.

Diane D’Arrigo, radioactive
waste project director for Nuclear
Information Resource Service
(NIRS) in Washington, D.C., said
Texas would be making a mistake
by accepting the site.

“Instead of opening their arms
to the deadly radioactive waste
from atomic weapons and power

(From 1A)

1,000 megawatt nuclear reactor
building floors.

Low-level waste also includes
irradiated components and pip-
ings of reactor hardware; control
rods from the core of nuclear
power plants; poison curtains that
absorb neutrons from the water in
the reactor core and irradiated
fuel (high-level waste) pool;
resins, sludges, filters and evapo-
rated bottoms from cleansing the

By Richard Acosta
Staff Writer

Rep. Warren Chisum’s (R-Pam-
pa) House Bill 1910, on the storage
of low-level radioactive waste
according to the compact between
Maine, Vermont and Texas, has
had the buzz words “assured 1so-
lation™ attached to it.

According to Chisum's bill, Sec.
402.003 — definitions, assured i1so-
lation means “an integrated man-
agement system for isolating low-
level radioactive waste, with the
intent of long-term management
and disposal of the low-level
radioactive waste, through robust,
accessible facilities, planned pre-
ventive maintenance, and sureties
adequate to address contingen-
cies or implement future man-
agement alternatives.”

Put simply, the concept will
change the traditional definitions
of storing and disposing of waste.
In the past, If waste was “stored,”
is was placed in a building for x-
number of years. If waste was to
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lants from across the county,

exas legislators should be pro—
tecting Texans’ health, money
and environment,” Ms. D’Arrigo
said. “I don’t think the legislators
fully understand the dangers of
this waste. It doesn’t matter if you
are pro- or anti-nuclear, this is
going to be a tax liability. It will all
end up in the hands o the state.
Either taxpayers will be paying
for the problem or the communi-
ty will have to deal with it.”

Rick Taylor, with the economic
development board of Monahans
(Ward County), said he thinks peo-
ple are too easily disturbed by the
term radioactive.

“Any time you hear ‘radioac-
tive’ or ‘nuclear,’ people stand up
and say ‘not in my back yard,’ "
Taylor said. “The community
needs to be educated and hear the
arguments from both sides. If it is
100 percent safe, prove it. If it is
going to give our kids four eyes
and three ears, prove it. Enviro-
care said the building won’t leak,
prove it.

“My feeling is, I would rather
handle the waste they plan on
putting out here than the chemi-
cals they are pumping into the oil
wells,” Taylor said. “But that
made for better production in the
oil field so no one said anything.”

water that circulates around the
irradiated fuel in the reactor ves-
sel and in the fuel pool that holds
the irradiated fuel when it is
removed from the core.

Highly radioactive and long-
lived reactor wastes are included
in the “low-level” waste category,
along with the much-less concen-
trated and generally much short-
er-lived wastes from medical
treatment and diagnosis and some
types of scientific research,
according to the NIRS report.
Data was obtained from federal

be “disposed,” it meant that it was
to be buried.

Assured isolation will be an
above-ground facility, for the
“long-term management and dis-
posal of low-level radioactive
waste.” The site is to be monitored
24 hours a day, seven days a week,
by personnel and computers, for
any leakage or problems, accord-
ing to Chisum.

The waste will remain at the site
forever, as if it had been buried,
and can be monitored to see to it
the site remains safe.

However, even though some
opponents admit that assured iso-
lation is better than putting it in the
ground, they say assured isolation
1S just a “foot in the door.”

“Assured 1solation 1s a Trojan
horse,” said Diane D’'Arrigo,
radioactive waste project director
for Nuclear Information Resource
Service (NIRS) in Washington,
D.C.

“Granted, it 1s better than throw-
ing it 1n a trench, but 1t 1s not a
responsible enough solution to

Taylor said he thinks it is only a

matter of time before the state

force a site on a community

he would rather be able to
have some say in the matter.

“My feeling is that eventually
the state will put one (a radioac-
tive storage facility) out here,”
Taylor said. “I would rather it be
under our terms rather than the
state saying ‘we are going to put
a site out here.’

“What I like about this compa-
ny (Envirocare) is they are going
to let the county commissioners
pick an advisory board to decide
what will or will not go into the
facility. However, if there is some-

ing bad or dangerous about this,
I will be the first to stand up and
say, ‘Not in my back yard.’” Safe-
ty is first; jobs and money are sec-
ond and third.”

"Envirocare sent Ward County
commissioners Rick McCurdy
and Kathy Fausett and economic
development board member Hen-
ry Cutbirth to their home facilities
in Utah.

They all agreed the facility
appeared to be safe and first-
class in every way.

Ms. D’Arrigo said that based on
her experience, she is not sur-
prised the communities are 8o
willing to be the host site and is not

regulations documents and utility
documents, according to the
report.

However, in order to meet the
standards for an “assured isola-
tion site,” the radioactive waste
must meet the criteria set in the
Chisum bill, under Sec. 402.003 —
definitions.

According to the bill, for a low-
level radioactive waste item to be
sent to the assured isolation facil-
ity, it must have a half-life of less
than 35 years.

A half-life is the time it takes for

make Texas the commercial
dump of the United States.

“They call it the host-state,” Ms.
D’Arrigo said. “However, it is not
a tea party host, it is a parasitic
host for whoever ‘wins the prize.’
Texas will be called the dumping
state if the legislators continue the
way they are going.”

Vice president of operations and
general counsel for Envirocare of
Texas Inc., Lawrence R. Jacobi
Jr., said the idea of assured isola-
tion has swayed some of those who
may have been undecided about
the issue.

“I've spoken with a number of
people who were against radioac-
tive waste disposal,” Jacobi said.
“They like the idea of assured iso-
lation. Some people cannot be
swayed either way, because they
are so against the idea.”

Jacobi said Envirocare thinks
the state 1s more comfortable with
assured isolation and will stick
with the idea.

Reggie Basur with Waste Con-
trol Specialists (WCS), said they

FORUM: Communities get chance to come together

(From 1A)

Gayle Hill. “But if the people in our
two communities can come togeth-
er and try to promote under-
standing, we’'ll be taking a step in
the right direction.”

The local forum will come one
day after President Clinton con-
ducts a May 10 White House sum-

mit on school violence.

“We need nothing less than a
grass-roots effort to protect our
children and turn them away from
violence. If citizens, parents and
children alike — working together
in their communities — can reduce
teen pregnancy, reduce drunk dri-
ving, make seat-belt use nearly
universal, then working together,

FIRST LOOK: ‘Star Wars’ fans see

(From 1A)

Both men said they’'re looking
forward to the opening of the
movie.

Tillman noted that he once had
some merchandise from the first
set of movies, “but I played with
them, they got torn up and thrown
away.”

Joe Valenzu
ate in Target's

a sales associ-
y department,

said the merchandise has been
selling well.

“We still have stock left on the
floor, but it has been selling well”
to both adults and children.

Ms. Fonner said demand for the
new merchandise is expected to be
huge.

“It’s going to be a big deal, espe-
cially when the movie comesout.”

She noted there is some debate
among the store’s managers

we can protect our children,” Clin-
ton said in announcing the summit.

More information about the May
11 CEED forum is available by
calling Ms. Hill at 567-9991 or Mid-
land Reporter-Telegram Editor
Meta Minton at 687-8868. Those
interested In serving as partici-
pants in the discussion are encour-
aged to call.

new merchandise

about whether or not “Star Wars”
mania will reach or surpass
“Titanic” proportions.

“Some say this is going to be
really huge, and others say it's
going to be big but not that big,”
she said.

The new “Star Wars” merchan-
dise is also available at Wal-Mart
and Kmart; Kids Only Toy Store
does not have the toys.

6 Lubbock girls die in New Mexico bus crash

ARTESIA, N.M. (AP) — Inves-
*1gators tried Monday to recon-
struct a crash that killed six Texas
girls returning from a church
retreat when a trailer towed by a
pickup truck hit their bus, ripping
out windows and peeling open the
back of the vehicle.

The westbound truck driven by
Lawrence Mathews, 75, of Dewey,
Ariz., swerved, and part of its trail-
er tore along the side of the east-
bound bus Sunday afternoon, state
police Capt. John Balderston said.
A man in a pickup truck behind the
bus also was killed.

“The reconstructionists are try-
ing to place the vehicles back at the
approximate point of impact,”
Balderston said, adding investi-
gators also attempted to work up
a seating chart to get an accurate
picture of where each v:ctim was
within the bus.

Nearby ranchers were first to
the scene Sunday. Charles Cleve,
who owns a ranch about two miles
away, said the young people were
hysterical when he arrived but set-
tled down and 'Btal?d working on

1

each other and helping each other.
They were trying to bring those
dead ones back to life.”

Cleve, 74, said he helped a boy
and girl into an ambulance, got
telephone numbers for their par-
ents and “called their homes to tell
their folks their kids were going to
be all right.”

The bus carried 28 people. Most
survivors were treated and
released from area hospitals and
returned to Lubbock.

Vic Weeks said his 15-year-old
daughter, Dusti, sat opposite the
side that was hit.

“Physically, she’s fine,” Weeks
said Monday in Artesia. “Mental-
ly, she’s very traumatized. She has
a rough road ahead.”

Authorities interviewed Math-

Pick 3 Texas

AUSTIN (AP) — The Pick 3
winning numbers drawn Mon-

day by the Texas Lottery, in
order:

1-4-2

ews on Monday, and National
Transportation Safety Board
inspectors were called to the crash
scene on winding U.S. 82 about 16
miles east of Mayhill in the
foothills of the Sacramento Moun-
tains.

The girls were killed instantly in
the crash about 1: 30 p.m. Sunday.
“It appears that the children that
were seated next to the windows
were the ones that were the vic-
tims,” Balderston said.

Bus driver Dave Fraze, 30, kept
the vehicle under control and
brought it to a halt, Balderston
said. Fraze suffered minor
injuries. The cab around the dri-
ver’'s seat was cmushed, and about
25 yards of skid marks streaked
the highway.

Cash Five

AUSTIN (AP) — The Cash
Five winning numbers drawn
Monday by Texas Lottery,
in order:

8-13-26-28-34

~ STORAGE: Texas House to vote:on bill Thursday

surprised by the opinions they
have of the waste management
companies.

“Right now they are wining and
dining the people and putting dol-
lar signs in the eyes of the com-
munity,” Ms. D’Arrigo said.
“They always promise jobs, mon-
?' and roads. In fact, in the New

ork area, they ' to build
a wing to the hospital. They built
the site, never built the wing, and
the site closed. A short time later,
they were going to try to reopen
the site and they promised the
same community that they would
bulild the same wing of the hospi-
tal.”

Taylor said he understands
there will be people opposed to the
site. However, he said he thinks
they should leave the decision in
the hands of the community
involved.

“The ‘nay-sayers’ should havé
no opinion,” Taylor said. “The
option should be left up to the peo*
ple who live in the community. H
they want me to listen to their
opinion, they can sell their stuff
and come live in this community.

“There are probably things
more dangerous under your
kitchen sink than the stuff they are

going to put out here.”

LOW-LEVEL: Various definitions offered when describing

an item to become half as potent:
Before a radioactive element is
safe enough to put in the ground,
it must wait 10 or 20 times its hall»
life, Ms. D’Arrigo said, so an eleg
ment with a half-life of 35 woul]:b
not be safe for 350 years.
According to the definition in LI?
Chisum bill, an item with a ha
life of more than 35 years may be,
sent to the site only if specigh
arrangements are made, buf
items like reactor fuel and itents
considered high-level radmactwa
waste may not be. ‘e

Chisum bill becomes associated with ‘assured lsolatlon

would wait and see what the state
decides before committing to the,
form of waste management they-
will adhere to.

A new amendment to the'
Chisum bill makes it possible tq
have an underground facility. e

The amendment, which was

written by Chisum, states, “Under=
ground disposal may be consids
ered for the management of lowe
level radioactive waste receiv
from the compact states only
assured isolation is found not tu be

feasible.”

WCS i1s currently in the process :

of digging a 6,370 cubic-yard hole '

in Andrews County, but Basur .
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