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Couple finds relief in SCOTUS marriage rulin

By Rich Lopez
Jjriopez@mrt.com

On the day of the Supreme
Court’s ruling that legalized
same-sex mairiage across the na-
tion, emotions weren't just mixed
across the country or on Facebook.
but also for one local couple.

Micheal Willhelm-Waid, 37,
costume designer at Midland
Community Theatre and James
Willhelm-Waid, 36, a nurse at
Medical Center Hospital Odessa,
met in 201 1. Soon after, they ce-
mented their relationship and were
married in New Mexico in 2014.
A two-hour drive to Lovington last
May was the start of the couple’s
life together despite the fact that,

once returning to Texas, none of
it would matter — until Friday's
decision.

The two discussed their feelings
about Friday's decision.

MRT: Starting with the obvious.

how did you react upon hearing
Friday’s news”

Micheal: | think it was almost a
little relief. Even though we were
already legally married, Texas
didn’t recognize that. Anything
we had in New Mexico didn’t
translate here, and now no hassle
or confusion about our marriage.

James: | was in middle of mow-
ing the yard when | found out. |
came in and checked the news and
Facebook and that’s when | went
into a frenzied excitement. Then it

: @“W

Midianders wait in line to pnter Doug Russell Pool on Saturday.

became overwhelming to see the dif-

ferent people congratulating us who
we didn't realize were even support-
ive. When | heard that county clerks
were being flooded, | started crying.
This was our time now.

MRT: Were you optimistic
about your marriage ever being le-
gal in Texas or across the country?

Micheal: ! did because so
many states already allowed it.
| did think the remaining states
wouldn’t go without a fight, but |
Knew it was a matter of time.

James: | didn’t. | felt the court
would leave it to the states, and
| knew Texas on its own would
never do it

Please see Q&A/4A

Micheal and James Willhelm-Waid pose for a phot:
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Doug Russell
transformation

makes big
impact on
community

B Up to 1,000 people a day
are using the aquatic center
after $3.25 million upgrade

By Stewart Doreen

sdoreen@mrt.com

What a difference a year makes.
One year ago, the pool at Doug
Russell offered a place to swim, but,
for the average Midlander, not much

else.
This year, the Doug Russell

Aquatic Center offers so much more.

It now includes a pool, lazy river,
splash pad for toddlers and rock

climbing wali. There are, of course,

the slides that are the signature of

The big number

Shown at a tech show, a

“*uﬂn

the $3.25 million facelift. They have
replaced the aged diving area from
Doug Russell past as the things to
do for those wanting an adrenaline
rush to go with their fun in the sun
To say the community has reacted
positively to the pool would be a
major understatement. Last year,
Doug Russell could attract a decent
crowd on a good day, but nothing
like this year. The line to get in forms
well before the pool opens. And the
pool is consistently filled to capacity
(between 400 and 450 depending on
the number of life guards, according
to officials). In fact, anyone driving by
the aguatic center on Midland Drive

Please see POOL/M4A

Today in Sports

Check out MRT's Texas League aii-first hatf team Page 1C

Mh“hmmﬂ“ Page 18

" GIVE US YOUR OLD, TIRE
o PITCHER OR WATER FILTER"

 AndWe'l Give You Cash Off A More Economical

& Environmentally Friendly Solution!
*“Mﬂyl June 30, 2015

B

Rich Lopez/Reporter-Telegram (

x__:l !f ’[:ﬂ-'. r-._ "r"'lt":i_lr ]

Publisher
Distelhorst

to leave

Reporter-
Telegram

ff_r'.frr.' \'.

HL‘.‘.U’HT .\L'u SPAPCTS dnnoOUNCe '.

that Publisher Michae!l Distelhorst will b

lcaving Midland 1o take :

SUTHHAr posit

with a newspaper group in North Carol
Distelhorst 1s the fifth publisher sine

Hearst acquired the

RL‘}‘!HHL'I IL*ILL".JI-‘..'I: ;
1979 Prey

January of
Ous |'+u!"~ir-.lu'r~ WEeTt
ham C “Ball” Thom

W

i

(]L‘”T‘j__‘i' H insh. ( ha

A. Spence and Davi

“L"tit'l l}lxtt‘j!‘].”.ﬂ 19

assume
with a tno
Newspapers [ he

d Simiiar positi
0! Usatlehou

I);lliﬁ- \L‘un 1N Jacksol

ville. the Free Press in Kinston
Sll[’l Jnurndl in \'t w Bern

and the

hstelhorst’'s last day at the Reporte:

Telegram 1s scheduled for July ¥ II
came to Midland in February 201 3

Amanllo, where he served as vice PIresd

dent of adveruising and revenue develo

ment for the Amanllo Globe-News

Distelhorst has responsility tor th

business and operating performance
of Hearst's West Texas Community
Newspapers —

the Reporter- lelegram

e/

Plainview Herald. Muleshoe Journal and

Canyon News

Please see DISTELHORS]

Vol. 87, No. 108
Daily $1, Sunday $2

6364‘0002

MONTH.




AT YOUR SERVICE
ISSN 0890-5832

L eain M e
Putkshed each muming by the
rearst Corporaton Msdiand Reporter

Telegram Drvseon 201 £ nom

| Ave.. Midiand, TX 79701 Periodicals
- postage pad &l Mudland TX 79711

| POSTMASTER Send address

- changes 0 the

- Madand Reponer Telegram 201 €
o Ave . Midiang, TX 79701

MAIN

SWITCHBOARD
432-682-5311

8 PUBLISHER
Mike Distelhorst 657 5580
mdiste lhorst @ mnt «om

NEWSROOM
B EDITOR
Stewart Doreen 687-8856
| sdoreen @ mrt.com

' MANAGING EDITOR
Mary Dearen 687 8852
mdearen @ murt com

B ASSISTANT
MANAGING EDITOR
PRODUCTION & DESION
Trevor Hawes 687-8854
thawes @ mrt.com

B ASSISTANT MANAGING
EDITOR — FEATURES &
ENTERTAINMENT

Megan Lea Buck 687-887 |
mbuck @ mrt.com

8 SPORTS EDITOR
Oscar LeRoy 687-8809
oleroy @mn.com

B OIlL EDITOR
Mella McEwen 687 -8860
mmcewen@ mn com

'@ PHOTO EDITOR
" Tim Fischer 687 8813

thscher @ mn com

B BUSINESS REPORTER

Rye Druzin 687 851K
rdruzin @ mrt com

8 ENTERTAINMENT
WRITER
Rich Lopez 687 KX5Y

yriopez @ mn com

B GENERAL
ASSIGNMENTS

Brandon Mulder 6878872

bmulder@ mrt . com

BB SPORTS WRITER
Will Korn 687 8866
wkom@mn com

B SPORTS WRITER
Chris Hadomrm 687 X846

Chardorm@ mrt com

B PHOTOGRAPHER
James Durbin 657 8K 11
durbin @ mirt com

CIRCULATION
B CUSTOMER SERVICI
HRK- D TN)

B DIRECTOR
Vincent Cone 687 8829
voone @ mn com

ADVERTISING
8 DIRECTOR
Jeri Houston 687 -8894
yhouston @ mrt.com

RETAIL ADS

OX2-S3%1 ). ext 4

CLASSIFIED ADS
6GRI-62227/682-6999 (fax )
mrclassihed @ mrt.com

PRODUCTION
B DIRECTOR
John Maddox 687 8844

ymaddox @ mrt com

FREQUENTLY
ASKED
QUESTIONS

® How do | submit an
announcement for &= wedding |

or engagement”’ |
weddings @ mrt .com |

B How can | submit an
obituary? obits @ mrt. com

B How can | handie a billing

eewon - Audio overkill? Some i
question benefits of

| Advertising: 687-8845

CUSTOMER
SERVICE HOURS

Mondey Friaey far 4 l
Ssturdey Sundey & hofdeys |
"am-Qam
ol s ol 432088 7700 1 yourr "ewSDEDe”
~ has ~ol wTived by dedvery e Bam
Mondey Prough Fraey 7 a m on weskends
! hobaeys) For Nediand oty ared reguests
recerved belore 10 am  we can offer aame o
et Ay redelivery Oulssde he oty delivery
ea we & aDUNy A Cre® O yOLF BOOON OF
edelse e el Ay
| Plosse nOt Mo lEwe ase e e
gt W0 modty Tha cost of ndhvous' edlions
- ANA O Subeonplions 8 any WMe

Your face on your espresso? Highlights from tech show

By Bree Fowler

Associated Press

NEW YORK - Imagine staring
deep into the foam of your favonte

espresso drink and seeing a face
looking back at you. Or how about
using the charge in your fingers to
clean your teeth’

At the CE Week gadget show in
New York this week, there were
several standouts amid the sea
of smartphone chargers and 3-D
printers. Some are set to hit stores
near you in the not-too-distant
future

Here's a look at some of the
more fun and fabulous items on
display

Lufthansa lattes

Ripples combines 3-D and ink
jet printer technologies to paint
a picture on top of any foam
covered dnnk using coffee extract
Banistas can choose a pre-loaded
design or upload their own over
Wi-Fi1, such as a picture of the per-
son receiving the drink, corporate
logos or even jokes

The Israch company behind 1,
Stream CC, said 1t has a deal to
introduce the machines in Luf-
thansa's hrst and business-class
lounges this year

The $999 machine will be avail
able to commercial establishments
that serve coffee. Service plans
start at $75 per month

Beer Flxzics

For the beer ahcionado who
wants to expenence the frothy
head of a properly poured draft
beer at home, there i1s Fizzics

The personal beer dispenser
takes beer from any store-bought
can, bottle or growler and applies
some magic to give it the bubbles
and taste of something straight
from the tap

All styles of beer, from pilsners
o stouts, work with the machine

The invention was funded by
an Indiegogo campaign that raised
about $148,000, nearly triple its
goal. Commercial sales are expected
to start in September, with the ma
chines retailing for nearly $200

A T-Rex that plays fetch

If you think a puppy is 100 much
responsibility for your child, how
about a mini robot Tyrannosaurus
Rex”

Using location technology, the
MiPosaur can chase after a match-
ing ball, go for a walk with its
owner and even dance and make
happy sounds. The exception-

by
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Photos from Associated Press

TOP: The MiPosaur, from Wowwee, go through their paces Wednesday during the CE Week show, in New York. the
use of a form of GPS t , the mini robots can chase after a ball, go for a walk with its owner and even dance
and make happy sounds. CLOCKWISE: Israel-based Steam CC demonstrates its $999 machines. The
machines combine 3D and ink-jet printer technologies 10 paint a picture on top of any drink using coffee extract.

Ripples has inked a deal with Lufthansa to introduce the machines in the airline's first and business-class lounges later this
year. The lonic Proclean toothbrush is demonstrated. The device negative ions by a circuit formed with
the toothbrush, some water and a person's paim or finger. Amumh.:wm.mm plaque fluid to locsen

and remove plaque. A Fizzics personal beer dispenser is demonstrated. The device, funded by an indiegogo campaign, takes
beer from any store-bought can, bottie or growler and enhances it with a patent-pending fluid and gas techpology 10 give
the bubbles and taste of something straight from the tap.

ally cute robots will go on sale in the road, it's never too early to
August at major retailers such as start teaching your kids how to
Target, Wal-Mart and Toys R Us. code.
The combination of a MiPosaur Ozobot aims to do just that. By
and a ball will cost about $120. drawing lines in various colors,
WowWee, the MiPosaur's parent  kids as young as 7 can tell the
company, also showed off its REV  pingpong-ball-sized robot to do
battle cars. For $100. you can get things like go forward, backward

Battery booster

There's a lot of power in your
little finger.

The lonic ProClean toothbrush

generates millions of ions nega-
tive by creating a circuit involving

a pair of race cars controlled by a or spin around. e mo'islcned toc:;it}lbrusl;andrz_
smartphone or tablet app. Players While the original Ozobot PHSEES JURiS Or Sagit. AScording
use the cars to chase and shoot has been around for a while, an to the company, the completion

at each other. Lights and sounds updated version is geared at older f’f the circuit gets the ions flow-

signal a hit. Those who can't find a  children. Rather than draw colored '"& The 1ons then polarize plaque

partner can choose a computerized lines, kids program their Ozobot fluid, causing a person's tooth

bad guy to play against. on a computer. enamel to repe! it. This loosens
The new Ozobots sell for $60 on  and removes the plaque.

Coding for kids Amazon. Older models, which sell A small light on the brush indi-
for about $50, can be upgraded to  cates when this is happening. The
Given the job possibilities down  add the coding software for $10. brushes sell for about $10.

e
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his Ojai, California-based may be aware of the rari-

studio. To be fair, they're fied, often hard-to-detect
Instead, he stumbled on  labeled as such. And those  benefits of the high-

a blog that analyzed the file files are still in a higher resolution files, average

and found no more than 16 category than AAC files music lovers can easily

of the 24 bits were used., or MP3s, which eliminate over-value the claims made
(L 9 - the same as on the CD. Af- some sounds in the com- by backers, according to
h] .l‘es muSlc ter months of de Oliveira pression process. Mark Waldrep, a recording
trying to get a refund, But of the other albums  enginéer, college profes-
Pono’s Vice President of on PonoMusic labeled sor and writer of the “Real
By Ryan Nakashima But some recording- Content Acquisition Bruce  higher-than-CD gquality, HD-Audio” blog.
Associated Press technology experts say Botnick replied to his Botnick said about 70 to Studios are re-releasing
this super high-res format posts saying that Dylan older recordings in giant
LOS ANGELES — Its  — known by its 192 kHz,  himself liked CDs data containers that are
backers say it does for mu-  24-bit technical s — is  cut in the studio. sometimes barely merited,
sic lovers what ultra high-  pricy digital » 555 mastered the album from
definition television has oversized “bit bucket” that  those discs, forever locking
done for couch potatoes. contains sounds only dogs  this particular release at the
It's a digital format or dolphins can truly enjoy. lower specs.
that packs nearly seven Some cynics say the Still, that hasn’t chngd
times the data found on push to high-res audio is what Pono is charging
CDs, touted as producing  just another
crystal-clear sounds with
a sharpness that’ll blow
consumers away. Advo-
cates like Neil Young and
major record labels say the
format that's the high end
of what’s known as “high-
resolution” audio restores
textures, nuances and tones
that listeners sacrifice

when for the con-
Music com-
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pace).

as well (a 2.11 percent yearly

The Fort Worth-Arlington
Metropolitan Division is growing
faster than the nation as a whole,
led by gains in personal services
and construction. Although the

NES

As antici

2019. Employment is forecast to
increase by nearly 29,000, a |1.68
percent yearly growth rate.
pated, the slowdown
in the oil industry is affecting
the Houston-area economy.
Energy had been a key reason

-

for the economic strength of the

total employment remaining
steady after declining slightly in
March. Even so, the economy
has accelerated in recent months
and 1s on track to outpace the
national average. The MSA is
expected to experience relatively

rate in the area Houston-The Woodlands-Sugar
remains a healthy 3.8 percent (as  Land MSA, and businesses en-
of April). The Perryman Group's  gaged in oil and gas exploration
forecast indicates expansion at aT‘JDduction have begun to
a rate much of the jobs. Despite that weakness
United States, with RGP forecast  and the ripple effects through
to increase at a 4.0 an- the economy, expansion in other
nual rate through 2019 for a gain  sectors is expected to moderate
of almost $25 .4 billion. Over the  the overall negative impact of the
any other of the United States’ same 2014-2019 period, w end of the most recent oil surge.
metropolitan divisions. and salary employment is likely  Over the next five years, output
the area has been affected  to grow by 103,362 jobs, a 1.97 in the area is projected to expand
by the oil price decline, the ef- percent per annum gain. at a 4,10 percent annual rate,
fect is much less than in other The military presence leading to an increase of more
oil-driven areas such as Houston, in the El area continues to than $109.7 billion. Wage and
and the area will be a growth constitute a base for the local salary employment is forecast
leader among major metropolitan  economy. Total employment to grow by 307,115 jobs (1.96
areas in Texas. Perryman has fluctuated recently, but last percent per year). Much of this
month saw gains of 2,300 jobs in  growth is concentrated in the lat-
the region. area is projected ter part of the forecast horizon.
sion ata 4. { pace, fora  to see modest growth over the The San Antonio-New
gain of more $73.1 billion next five years, with output Braunfels area economy has
through 2019. Wage and salary (RGP) expected to grow at 3.28 also seen some fallout from the
em%rment is likely to expand t annually for a gain of slowing in activity related to the
by 377 jobs over the period close to $4.7 billion through nearby Eagle Ford Shale, with

Energy sector slowdown affects Texas metros in varying ways

arca has shed jobs recently, the healthy growth in output (RGP)

at a 3.67 percent yearly pace and
a gain of $18.8 billion through
2019. Wage and salary employ-
ment will grow by an estimated
1.90 percent per annum over the
next five years with the addition
of almost 99,000 net new jobs
While the oil price decline
1s affecting economic growth
In most parts of the state, the
diversification of the state's
business complex leaves Texas
far less vulnerable to fluctua-
tions in the energy sector than
In the past. My latest forecast
indicates that the worst of the
slowing will be relatively short
lived, with the pace of hiring and
other business activity picking
up after 2015. Over the five-year
forecast horizon, all of the state’s
metropolitan areas are forecast to
see overall growth

Dr. M. Rav Perryman 1s presi
dent and chief executive officer
of The Perryman Group (www
perrymangroup.com). He also
serves as institute distinguished
professor of Economic Theon
and Method at the International
Institute for Advanced Studies

BBB warns consumers to | Three major traps lay in wait for graduates

etter Business Bu-
reau recently discov-
ered an online scam
targeting buyers searching
for affordable housing,
tion 8" housing. With this
! scam, scammers
ve created fake websites
that look like registration
sites for “Section 8" wait-
ing list lotteries.

This scam leads poten-
tial homebuyers to fake
websites created by con
artists in an attempt to
collect fees and personal
information from unsus-
pecting victims. The sites
appear legitimate, with an
Equal Housing Opportu-
nity logo and a way to sign
up for a voucher wait list.
BBB warns consumers not
to sign up for the wait list,
enter in personal informa-
tion or pay a registration
fee, if the site asks for one.
The fee goes straight to
the scammers’ bank ac-
counts and the online form
gives them access to your
identity.

In a similar version of
this scam, fake websites
list “Section 8" properties
available for rent if you
pay the first month via
wire transfer or a prepaid
card. According to the
Federal Trade Commission
(FTC), people have lost
money and personal infor-
mation to scammers — but
they’ve also lost the chance
to be in the actual lottery.
Most people don’t realize
they've been scammed

i = =

1s closed.

(HUD).

Regional Director for the Permian Basin office

until after the waiting list

To avoid this “Section
8" scam, BBB offers the
following tips:

B Contact your local
housing authority. To regis-
ter for the Section 8 wait-
ing list lottery, you need
to go through your local
housing authority. You'll
find their email and phone
number with the US.
Department of Housing
and Urban Development

B Housing authorities
don’t charge fees. HUD's
“Section 8" program gives
funding to local govern-
ment housing authorities
who then issue housing
choice vouchers to help
people find housing in
privately-owned rental
units. On the real “Section
8" waiting list, there is no
fee to sign up or register.

B Don’t wire money or
use a prepaid debit card:
Scammers often pres-
sure people into wiring
money or putting cash on
a prepaid debit card. They
use this payment method
because it's like sending
cash and once it's gone, it’s
nearly impossible to trace

beware of ‘Section 8’ scam
HEATHER

MASSEY

of Better Business Bureau

it or get it back. A housing
authority will never ask
you to wire money or pay
with a prepaid card.

B Shop smart online.
Just because something ap-
peass high in search engine
results does not necessar-
ily mean it's legitimate.

Be sure to double check
the website or type it in
directly. Treat your Social
Security and credit card
numbers like cash and
don’t give them out on a
website you find through
search.

Although this scam fo-
cuses on affordable hous-
ing in the U.S._, residents of
Canada and other countries
should be on the lookout
for similar scams that take
advantage of people look-
ing for help through gov-
ermnment housing programs.
To find out more about
other scams or to file a
complaint, visit your BBB
at bbb.org/central-texas.

Heather Massey is the
regional director for the
Permian Basin office of
Better Business Bureau
serving Central, Coastal,
Southwest Texas and the
Permian Basin.
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which contributes nothing to the enjoyment
of the music, unless you're into hiss.”

And very few, if any new albums, are
being made in the super-high resolution
specs that Pono is touting.

Giles Martin, the Grammy-winning
producer of the “Love” soundtrack for
The Beatles-Ci du Soleil show in
Las Vegas, said the highest fidelity he
records at is 96 kHz, 24 bits, after which
there’s no benefit in boosting the playback
sm“You can’t ypscale audio,” he said.
: 'S a compromise in having huge
high-res files that don’t sound any differ-
ent than other ones.”

From the record labels’ point of view,
part of the re-mastering process is simpl
lo preserve agi mﬂogupesatd\ehlgz-
est ! igital format.

_ ‘lyzku,a?inepl%klemof
archiving at Warner
Mmicm ification release of
ew .Cb.mm'thwegeen
ummnmwﬁonp-d{m

frequency required by CDs creates some
distortion. Instead, the 192 kHz, 24-bit file
that was released “is like standing in the
studio live and hearing Aretha belt it out.”

The album goes for $17.99 on the Pono-
Music store. A CD can be had for $4.99
on Amazon.

While not all people will be able to hear
a difference, some will.

“For the first time, you can get the file
(that was) approved by the INg engi-
neer in the studio,” said Jim Belcher, Uni-
versal Music’s vice president of technology
and production. “And for a lot of people,
that doesn 't make sense. For a segment o
the market that really cares about audio
quality, they want that.”

And that's the other thing. Even with
a $400 PonoPlayer or some other hi%h-
end playback device like a Sony Hi-Res
Wal or Astell and Kern AK 10011, or
even the latest s nes from Samsung
and Apple, audiophiles who want to hear
the true benefits of high-resolution audio
should also have or s
capable of playing back those high fre-
quencies that only few humans can hear.

resolution audo explamed

DEAR DAVE: I'm cur-

- rently a senior in college.

I'm completely debt-free
right now, and | am won-
dering what | should do to
stay this way after gradua-
tion. — Cary

DEAR CARY: You're
already primed for a great
start. Doesn’t it feel great
to know you won’t have a
bunch of payments hang-
ing over your head when
you walk out into the
world? I'm really proud of

. you!

There are three major
traps | tell all new gradu-
ates to avoid. One, don’t
buy or lease a new car
Save up and pay cash for
your cars for the rest of

- your life. If you saved the
- amount of an average car

payment — about $48S5 a

. month — and put 1t into a

l
|

' good mutual fund from age

25 to 65, you could easily

' retire a millionaire. Now

that’'s something to look

forward to!

i

The second trap to avoid

' is rushing in to buy a

house. The first few years
after college will be some
of the most volatile in your
life in terms of career and
relationships. Save up a big
pile of cash and be patient.

. Too many young people

today go crazy and buy
houses they can't afford
just because their friends
bought one, or everyone is

| telling them it’s what they
' should do.

——— = e . ——

BUILD

3291 Heritage Bivd

Commercial-Detached

Last, don’'t ever gel
caught up 1n the credit card
trap. Your income 1S your
greatest wealth-building
tool, so Wh} would you
want to take a chance on
wrecking your future by
sending everything you
make to some bank”’ Live
on less than you make, and
live by a wrnitten monthly
budget.

| think you've got a
really bnght future ahead.
Cary. Just remember to
have a plan, pile up some
cash and stay away from
debt!

DEAR DAVE: Can you
explain interest-only mort
gages’ Are they a good
idea’ — Dale

DEAR DALE: An in-
lerest-only mortgage 1s just
whalt it sounds like. You're
paying only the interest
on the loan, and none of
what you actually owe. It’s
a good way to stay in debt
for the rest of your life. so
they re not a good 1dea

Lots of people look
at this product and say.
“Wow, I'll get a lower
monthly payment, and then

NGPE

JUNES-12
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ASK DAVE

Dave Ramsey, financial expert

| can throw tons of cash al
the principal.” Guess what.
1IN most cases, 1t doesn’t
work out that way. Why
not take out a good |5-yeas
fixed rate mortgage and put
a bunch of money toward
the principal” Everyone
thinks they have a great
idea for tricking the sys-
tem. But the only system
that really works 1s to pay
oft debt as quickly as you
can

Interest-only mortgages
are like adjustable rate
mortgages and high thxed
rate mortgages — they're
good things to stay away
from Lnl'ﬂplt.‘lt‘]} '

Dave Ramsey is Ames
ea s trusted voice on
money and business. He
has uu.’hnrnf AY Yew York
[tmes best-selling book s
Fhe Dave Ramsey Show
ts heard by more than 8.5
million listeners each week
on more than S50 radio
stanons. Dave 's latest proj
ect, EvervDollar, provides

a free online budget tool

Follow Dave on Iwitter ar
(a !)HI t‘RtUHH \ umf (N rh:
web at daveramsey com
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1208 Porterfield Road

New Residence
New Residence
New Residence
Hesidenhal Alteration

4700 Country Club Drive .. Residence-Detached

2500 Haynes Drive ......... Commercial-Detached 4013 Heritage Oaks Drive
3500 Neely Ave............... Commercial-Detached 1210 Porterfield Road
300 W. Missouri Ave................New Commercial 25 Oaklawn Park

5107 Wadley Ave. ... .....New Commercial

3200 Kessler Ave.....................New Commecial 4003 Avondale Drive

3201 N. Midiand Drive ..... Commercial Alteration

7101 Big Blue Ave. ........ ... Commercial Aadition

800 W. llinois Ave. ........... Commercial Alteration
3415 N. Loop 250 W. .......Commercial Ateration
6101 Andrews Highway ........... New Commercial
2210 N. Big Spring St. .....Commercial Ateration
3208 W. Interstate 20............... New Commercial
5315 Quicksand Cove ............... Swimming Pool

3007 Meadowbrook Drive.......... Swimming Pool

2500 Briaroaks Drive ................. Swimming Pool
2700 PartonWay ....................... Swimming Pool
2300 S. Lamesa Road ............... Swimming Pool
6004 Pedernales Drive .............. Swimming Pool
2820 Fannin Ave........................ Swimming Pool

Swimming Pool

\RI DRUGS
OR AILCOHOI
DESTROYING
YOURILIFE?

Hesidence-Detached
Residence-Detached
Residence-Detached
New Residence
HResidential Addition
Hesidence-Detached
New Residence

New Residence

513 Wagner Drive

6413 Saddie Horn Lane
6724 Cowboy Drive
1604 S. Colorado St
2101 Evans Lane

1213 Red River Lane
1224 Maverick Lane

6726 Cowboy Drive New Residence
1404 Sioux Court New Residence
605 S. Clay St Residential Addition
2208 Ward St Residential Addition
6900 Big Blue Ave Sign

Source. City of Midland




TODAY IN
MIDLAND

Things to do
Today
B Koya Con 2 al Horseshoe

FPavilion. midiandhorseshoe

com
8 Migiand Amateur Radio

Club ARRL Annual Field Day.

1 p.m., National Weather Ser-

vice. wHQQg.org
B Pray for America: A

Patriotic Celebration, 6 p.m. at

First Baptist Church sanctuary

foc-midiand.or

B Unsweet Ts at Summer

Sunday Lawn Concerts, 7:30

p.m., Museum of the South

wesl. MUsSeumsw.org
Tuesday
B Summer Movie Camp

Planes. Fire & Rescue.” 930
am.or 1 p.m., Petroleum Mu-

Seum. petroleummuseum . org
Thursday
B Summer Picnic hosted by

Midiand County Public Library

11Tam-1:30 pm., Chris Da-

vidson Opportunity Park. www
cCO.midiand tx. us/Hb

Friday

B “Nacho Libre™ screen-

ng for Flash Back Fridays, 5

p.m_-midnight, RTD Skatepark

235-7001
Saturday
8 Freedom Run, 730 am

Hogan Park. fourthinmidiand

com
B 53rd Annual Children’s

S«dewalk Parade. 10 a.m

Hogan Park. lourthinmidiand

com
B Star Spangled Salute, 5

p.m., Hogan Park. fourthinmid

land.com

Commanity calendar

B New Baginnings cancer
Support group will meet 1or six
$essions beginning Thursday
at Alision Cancer gemer 400
Rosalind Redfern Grover Park
way. Topics Include nutritior
memntal and financial well
being, spiritual comfort and
relaxathion techniQues

For more information
contact Fatima at 218-8714 o
fatima @ gifisothopemidiand
ng

B Salvation Army is taking
gonations 10 provide fans 1«
those in need

Monetary donations can
De made through July 12 al
Westiake Ace Hardware, 1004
Andrews Highway. Westlake is
xicking off the effort with the
dgonation of 50 fans

The Salvation Army will
Jistribute the fans

Pools today

B Doug Hussell Aquatic
Center, 500 N. Midiand Drive
1-7 p.m

@ Washington Aquatic
anter, 1601 £ Indiana Ave

1-7 p.m
Hotel Business
in April

( Taxable receipts

April 2015
viidland $8.022.907
Lubbock $7.358.652
Odessa $5.683.874
Abilene $3.490 420
San Angelo $2.595 892

Midiand in April 2014
$8.870.401

Midiand in April 2013
$7.390.654

Midiand in April 2012
$6.099 893

Midiand in April 2011
$3.761,809

Midiand in April 2010
$2.460 385

Midiand in April 2009
$3.096,656

Midiand in April 2008
$3.290,761

Top In Midiand-Odessa

Jouble Tree

by Hilton........ $881.586
MCM Fundome (0)...$700.218
Hilton Garden Inn $603.966
MCM Elegante (O).... $536,632 |
Homewood Suites ... $504.064

Lake Levels

(Colorado River Muncipal
water District lakes)

conent Acre-feet Percent

Ul

Thomas 151,600 75.58
vie 32301 14 85
Spence 30,273 5.85 |
Totals 264 183 20.77

Source: CRMWD |

Watering schedule

The current outdoor water-
ng schedule allows residents
and busiNnesses in the city of
Midiand 10 water twice per
N R

Even-numbered addresses
may water outdoors on Satur-
jays and Wednesdays.

Odd-numbered addresses
may water outdoors on Fridays |
and Tuesdays.

Any violation may result in a
fine up to $500

The washing outdoor surfac-
@s ban is still in effect.

Source: City of Midland

Lottery

Pick 3 moming: 4-9-4
o g 1
Dally 4 morsing: 8.52.
Daly 4 day. 0500
Daily 4

{ gt 8284

Five: 14-24-27-33-35

Lotto Texas: 6-15-31-33-43-47
Powerball: 18-28-35-46-49 PR 27
Power Play. 5

Al or 26-11- l
12-13-15-16-17-

Al or day: 1-2-3-78-9-
1}2' ovening:

or 1978 |

1044-1l-m.-!l

All or 368610
15516-17-1

FromiA

MRT: What's it like
being a same-sex couple in
West Texas?

James: ['ve never felt
threatened here. Every
so often, you see people
showing their roots, bul
I've never felt different.
T'here’s nothing to adver-
tise with us, but we don't

' hide either. And we don't

‘_ Illighl be

put ourselves in situations
where we would come in
contact with people who
aggressive about
it. Our neighbors know us
and treat us simply like
neighbors. It would be

' nice to get to a point where

people just didn't care,

' but the older | get, the less
' | care what other people

think.

Micheal: There are peo-
ple who are not OK with a
lot of this, but you have to
live life for yourself. I'm
not going to let what other
people think dictate my life
[or me

MRT: Politicians were
swift to respond 1n opposi-
tion. Being that you were

- Just given this good news

and then to be faced with
attempts to delay or even
squash marriage certifi-
cates like in Ector County
where you live, how did
that make you feel’

James: | think it's a
smokescreen because what
are they highting againsi
now? There are other
social 1ssues to focus on,
sO | think 1t's just posturing
to thewr people. And when
you have people throwing
out their rhetoric of hate
and ignorance, | think 1t’s
more of the way they are
in life. Anything that's dif-
ferent or disagreeable, that
becomes a focus of hate

Vicheal: Most OppoOsI-
tnon comes from belief
systems, but I'm not reli-
gious at all, so | don’t view
it that way. We had to go to
courthouse to get paper-
work signed by a county
clerk and judge. You have
0 RO lhl’ullgh government
o get it. | don 't understand
why people are so opposed
10 something that doesn’t
affect them

MRT: (to James) Are
you religious”’

James: | grew up In
faith-based home, and
| was ostracized by my
church. But in the last
couple of years, |'ve son
of come to my own belief
system. | have a hard time
when people throw dogma
or verses around, and |
could do 1t nght back, but
what does that gain”’

MRT: You sought
legal protection for your
relationship because of
the nghts you didn’t have
before Friday. What all dud
you do’

James: We had wills
made, a medical power
of attorney and the nght
o control disposition,

C—

¢

hat next morning, the words of encouragement

were still coming through. I woke up, watched
the sunrise and realized something has changed, and

its a beautiful change.

which 1s a big 1ssue In
case of death. | used to be
a funeral director and saw
many times when couples
who weren’'t married had
nothing legal to stand.
Families would push them
out. So with disposition,
we were in charge of fu-
neral arrangements

MRT: How is your
relationship with your
families”

Micheal: Outside my
immediate family, I'm not
0o close to any extended
family. We moved around
a lot with my dad in the
military. Also, | don’t have
family that lives here.

My mother came to our
wedding celebration, and

James Willhelm-Waid

s0 did my brother, who |
hadn't seen in a long time.
James: Both famiiies are
respectful to us. | wasn't
sure if my mother would
come because she had a
difficult time with it, but
she and my sister and her
husband and my aunt came.
My dad fiat out told me
he wouldn't be there, and
that's his choice to make.
But it was a nice day.

MRT: Why did you
agree to talk to the paper
about your marriage”?

Micheal: Really to
point out that we're just
like everyone else. We
g0 to work, come home,
clean up after pets, make

dinner and go to bed. It's
important for people who
may not knowingly know
a gay person to recognize
that we re here but we're
also just ourselves and not
all the stereotypes they're
thinking of.

James: You know I'd
see these comments about
“let them get married and
be miserable like the rest
of us.” If you feel like mar-
rage 1s such a miserable
institution, why did you
fight so hard to protect it?
For me, this has been the
best part of my life. We
laugh together. We have
a good time. It has been
nothing but enrichment to
my life. You can be happy

and be marnied. We're just
building a life together like
any other couple.

MRT: Did you feel a
little different waking up
the next day after the an-
nouncement”?

Micheal: A little bit.
| think if we weren't
already married, | would
have made him come to
Midland on Friday, and we
would have got a license.

James: In an odd way,
yes. That next morning, the
words of encouragement
were still coming through.
| woke up, watched the
sunrise and realized some-
thing has changed, and it’s
a beautiful change.

PooL

From 1A

will see people 'uandmrg In
line, typically waiting for
people in the park to leave
s0 they can enter.

Caleb Jackson is work-

ing his third summer at

. Doug Russell. On Sat-

urday, he greeted those
entering the aguatic center
and said he easily sees why
people are “much more ex-

cited to come to this rool

: are genuinely
glad to hua.".lachmla
said. “They are genuinely
glad to know something
like this is in our town and
at their di "

The bmll:htm
expressed seen on
any Midland community
wish list made. One official
with the MidlandFirst

o g e

land’s needs, once told the
Reporter-Telegram the item
on top of the list of things
Midlanders want is a water
park. Midland's climate is
semi-and, and the closest
lake isn't exactly a short
car ride away. The idea of
water entertainment was
the reason Mode Entertain-
ment

more these type projects.”
Williams said the success

of the Dngunellhnml
gone unnoticed inside city
hall. She said the success
— as many as 1,000
a day at Doug ac-
cording to Jackson — has
been a “little overwhelm-
ing” but also will serve as
artgcu'nndaoflmwllllch
residents will when
ﬂwleﬁmcm?dmodcl
ashington Center
inwm
Williams said that
transformation isn't likely

to She
Doug
to

said the timeline
Russell from
ﬁmdipgmd - con-
struction was

szn_uidfzmmul:;-
sarliest for Washingt .
which was resurfi.ed and

remodeled around five to
Seven years 4go.

From 1A

R .

“While I'm excited
about my new opportunity
and chapter in Eastern
North Carolina, I'll miss
the many people that made
Midland such a great place
to call home,” hesaid.
“From the people that I'm
lucky enough to work with
every day to the communi-
ty leaders that I've served
on boards and committees
with, this has been a very
special place for me.

“Thanks for making me
feel so welcome.”

Distelhorst was respon-
sible for the creation of the
MRT Media Group, which

| includes the Reporter-Tele-

gram newspaper, mrt.com
and the custom publica-

tions he initiated during
his time in Midland. MRT
Business Insider, Discover

Midland and Readers’
Choice have lay tne
foundation for the media

— A

industry. We have more
readers interacting with
us today, on a vanety of
platforms, than ever in the
long history of our media
company.”

Distelhorst also initiated
Reporter-Telegram feature
opportunities, including
“52 Faces of the Commu-
nity,” a weekly partnership
with Chevron that spot-
lights a person who makes
a difference. Another proj-
ect is scheduled to begin
in August as the Reporter-
Telegram and Midland
Memorial Hospital will
bring a more local version
of the Wednesday Health
and Wellness section.
There are also plans to
create student-of-the-week
(“Students of Distinction™)
and athlete-of-the-week
features, beginning this
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marriage opponents balk, while couples rush to wed

l.' - . ft "ti

Associated Press

Catrina Burks is assisted up the steps Friday in Bronson Park before the Rev. Nathan Dannison unites her and her wife Marashette
Burks in marriage in Kalamazoo, Mich. Friday’s U.S. Supreme Court ruling legalizes gay marriage nationwide.

By Dan Sewell

Associated Press

CINCINNATI — With
the mayor of Dayton
declaring “you are now
husband and husband,”
the wait for Ohio to allow
same-sex marriage ended
for a gay couple in the
city just as it is ending
for couples across the last
states with bans on such
unions — even if the op-
position isn’t over.

Some couples rushed to
mamage license bureaus
and even wed Friday within
hours of the Supreme Court
ruling that said gay couples
can marry anywhere in the
country including in the 14
remaining states with bans.
Steadfast activists who say
traditional marriage is de-
fined as a man and a woman
vowed to defend rights of
religious objectors and to try
to battle back politically.

There were also scat-
tered holdouts, with some
officials in those states
contending they needed
more time and legal direc-
tion before complying with
the 5-4 ruling.

“Texans’ fundamental
right to religious liberty re-
mains protected,” Texas Re-

publican Gov. Greg Abbott
said. “No Texan is required
by the Supreme Court'’s
decision to act contrary to
his or her religious beliefs
regarding marriage.”

His office later clarified
a directive (o state agencies
telling them to preserve
religious liberties, saying
the order didn't allow them
to discriminate against em-
ployees in same-sex couples.
Same-sex couples got
mamage licenses Friday in
Dallas, Austin and the state's
other big cities, but many
counties were holding off
after the Texas attorney gen-
eral urged them not to rush.
A couple counties claimed
technical glitches prevented
them from processing
licenses for gay couples.

Governors in Louisiana
and Mississippi also railed
against the ruling.

“This has always been
about our religious free-

doms and the persecution of

those who believe same-sex
unions are wrong,” said Phil
Burress, longtime leader of
the Citizens for Community
Values in suburban Cincin-
nati. “Now the persecutions
will begin.”

The Roman Catholic
archbishop of Cincinnati

Fun Facts Sponsored by

Landscape & Water Features that Conserve Water, ‘

Qutdoor Rooms, Low Voltage Lighting Systems | www.irankiinfollage.com “Yeul

Drake Well Museum in Titusville, PA is on the site where Edwin L. Drake drilled the
world’s first oil well in 1859 and launched the modern petroleum industry

Philadelphia was once the United States capital city.

FRANKLIN FOLIAGE  ,%

“Serving West Texas Since 1981"

685-3521

said the high court disre-
garded the will of voters
in Ohio and other states,
besides disregarding an
understanding of marnage
shared by virtually all
cultures until recently.

“Every nation has laws
limiting who and under
what circumstances people
can be mammed,” Archbish-
op Dennis Schnurr said in
4 statement.

Religious organizations
are exempt from the ruling,
and churches including
Southern Baptists, Mor-
mons and others that oppose
same-sex marmages can sull
make their own decisions
about whether clergy will
conduct gay marriages in
their places of worship.

The high court gave the
losing side some three
weeks to ask for reconsid-
eration. The 14 states that
had banned gay marrage
are Alabama, Arkansas,
Georgia, Kentucky, Loui-
siana, Michigan, Missis-
sippi, most of Missoun,
Nebraska, North Dakota.
Ohio, South Dakota, Ten-
nessee and Texas.

Meanwhile, in Kansas,
where some counties have
continued to refuse to com-
ply with federal rulings that

.
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Texas-sized fun, all in one glorious place!

Experience a vacation destination like no other. Lush, climate-controlled indoor gardens
welcome little explorers no matter the weather, while unique seasonal events and celebrations
mean adventure is always close at hand. Take a dip in Paradise Springs resort pool & lazy river
and enjoy fireworks, junior chefs camps, live music, kid's crafts and themed decor during our

12th annual SummerFest featuring The Wonderful Wizard of Oz.

; Book Your Getaway Today!

GaylordTexan.com/SummerFest | 517 7781000

gay couples could marry, the
attorney general and Gov.
Sam Brownback said they
would study the Supreme
Court ruling further before
making any moves in a
lawsait over the state’s
voter-passed ban. An ACLL
official said the state leaders
should “admit defeat.”
Officials at the county
courthouse 1n Toledo, Ohio.
called in another minis-
ler to perform same-sex
marmnages Friday because
the rotating minister on
duty wouldn’'t marry gay
couples, said the Rev. San
dra Frost, who married the
first couple around noon
Some county clerks in
other states refused gay
unuplux. citing a three-week
grace period allowed by the
Supreme Court or forms

PAGE

now out of date that specify
“bride” and “groom.”

Carl Tobias, a University
of Richmond (Virginia)
law professor, said political
opponents of same-sex
marnage will likely push
legislation to expand reli-
gious freedom and to aim
al protecting those who
dou t want to participate in
actions that facilitate same-
SeX marriage

Arkansas state Sen. Jason
Rapert said lawmakers
should push for a U.S. con
stitutional amendment on
marmage under a provision
that would trigger a constitu
tional convention if 34 states
apply for it. The Republican
said the Supreme Court “has
brought us to the brink of
real crisis in our country™ by
ruling against the will of the
p.:{‘.tplt‘

Burress pledged to go
alter pohiticians who have
supported same-sex mar-
rnage, predicting outrage
over the decision will bring
out a wave ol new voters

Among those who have
drawn his ire 1s Ohio’s Re
publican U.S. senator, Rob
Portman, who switched his
posItion (O support same
seX marnage atter his son
Will came out to him and
his wife Jane as gay

Portman, who 1s seck
Ing re-election in 2016,
said I*I'Idd}. he welcomed
the ruling “as a father,”
.ﬂlhnliyh he would have
preferred that the i1ssue be
resolved by the democratic
process because that builds
a lasting consensus. He
sald he hopes the ruling
means  we can move pasl
the division and polarniza
tion the 1ssue has caused.”

Valenia Tanco and Sophy
-IL"HI}, d L‘HUPIL‘ who sued
lennessee to gain recogni
tion for their out-of-state
marnage, were jubilant

“I just feel free. like a
burden or a weight has
been lifted,” Jesty said

We Can Help You Make
Your Money Grow

the annual percentage sield (APY)

s eNHeciimve throueh 27001 5.

P vos conld reduce carnings on the acceount.

munimam deposit S250000,

Penalis lor carly withdraw al.

NOW OPEN AT DINERO PILAZA
1004 N. Big Spring St., Ste. 100
VMidiand, Texas

432-617-4717

lonestarwtx.com Of .
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Liberal justices prevail in high-profile Supreme Court cases

By Mark Sherman

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Su-
preme Court term that is neanng
its end shows how silence can
signal success

With a notable paucity of dis-
sents and not a single word to say
about same-sex marriage, health
care or housing discnnmination,
the court’s liberal justices pre-
vatled 1n almost every important
case 1n recent months

“It looks like the ground under
First Street is shightly tilted to
the left,” said Carnie Sevenno, a
former law clerk to Justice Clar-
ence Thomas and a conservative
commentator, refermng to the
court’s address

The four hiberal justices
Stephen Breyer, Ruth Bader
Ginsburg, Elena Kagan and So-
nia Sotomayor were content
1o sign on to Chief Justice John
Roberts” opinion that preserved
a key piece of President Barack
Obama’s health care overhaul.

'hey simularly jyoined Justice
Anthony Kennedy in his cianon-
call opinion that gave same-sex
couples the nght to marry across
the country and 1n another 5-4
ruling that upheld an important
tool used by the Obama admin
stration to win hundreds of mil
wons of dollars 1n settlements of
claims of housing discrimination

Thewr conservative colleagues
criicized each other Scalia
cven asserted in his same-sex
marnage dissent that Califorma
native Kennedy 15 not a true
Westerner and thundered on
about the unchecked power ol
unelected, hife-tenured _]udgrﬂ
But the liberals spoke not a word

And there were more victones
in cases divided mainly along
ideological lines

['he justices sided with a wom
an who claimed her employer
discnnminated against her because
vhe was pregnant. They struck

down a provision that would have
allowed Americans bom n Jeru
salem to hist Israel as the country
of birth on their U.S. passports

| hey upheld regulat:ons himit

ing the ability of candidates tor
clected judgeships to personally
solCIt campaign contrnibutions
['hey tossed out a Los Angeles
ordinance giving police the nghi
o Inspect hotel guest registnes at
a moment s notice

rw«nlmm“mnmhﬂhmmm:lyﬂ
mr‘sbwmm They have found a fifth vote 10 form a majority in

e surprisingly, Roberts. Thomas was even their partner in one 5-4 ruling. AP M

T I i

Same-sex marnage among last 5 Supreme Court cases

The right of same-sex couples 10 marry

is the biggest

dﬂnmﬂwummnwcﬂm.

the Obama administration

mmnd:” in uphoiding a key part of the
care overhaul and the use of a potent tool to fight hous-
discrimination. The justices will take the bench again

10 hand down more opinions. They should finish

their work by early next week.

in rare instances, the court will put off decisions and

order a case to be argued

again in the next lerm.

This is also the time of the year when a justice could
announce a retirement. But no justice, including 82-year-
old Ruth Bader Ginsburg, has given any hint that retire-

mem is imminent.
A look at the cases that remain:

8 Gay marriage: Same-sex couples want the court
o declare that gay and lesbian couples can marry
anywhere in the United States. Kentucky, Michigan, Ohio
and Tennessee are asking the court to uphold bans on
same-sex marriage and aliow the political process, not

the courts, to handle major societal changes. Same-sex

couples can marry in 36 states.

B Lethal injection: Death-row inmates in Oklahoma

which gives longer prison terms 1o people with at least

three prior violent felony convictions, is 50 vague that it

are objecting to the use of the sedative midazolam in
lethal-injection executions after the drug was implicated

4 conservative-dominated term
when he said “'so few have so
quickly changed so much

This year, Breyer did not
dissent from any opinion until
mid-June and has so far dis
agreed with the outcome 1n only
a handful of cases

Three cases remain undecided
with the court scheduled to meet
Monday for the final time until

congressional redistricting and
environmental regulations
could produce conservative ma
orities, but that would not alter
the overall view of the term

Jim DeMint, the president of
the Hentage Foundation and a
former Republican senator fron:
South Carolina, said 1n an email

to supporters, “Even the Supreme

Court, which like the president

sweeps In relatively minor crimes.

ings on marriage and Obamacare
that undermine the rule of law
and ignore the Constitution.”

There’s a game Supreme Court
observers play that is best de-
scribed as, “Whose court is it, any-
way”" The answer in recent years.
either Roberts or Kchd}"H.

It may be more accurate to say
that it's virtually impossible to
get anything done at the Supreme

when Justice Clarence Thomas and

the liberal four sustained Texas'

refusal to issue a license plate bear-

ing the Confederate battle

At least since Justice
O'Connor’s retirement in
often has been the
decisive vote in closely contested
cases. In addition to

more typically votes with the
conservatives in civil rights cases
involving race. also was
of conservative majorities in
cases in favor of gun
rights and striking down cam-
paign finance restrictions.

Roberts has been on the
same side in all these cases, but
his single, momentous vote in
2012 10 uphold the health care
overhaul has altered perceptions
of him. That was the first time
that Roberts joined with the four
liberals in a 5-4 rulin

He did so again in &: case
about judges and campaign con-
tributions. On Thursday, Roberts
and Kennedy voted in favor of the
nationwide tax-credit subsidies
that underpin the health care law.

“One thing that's clear about
Roberts is that he is very con-
cerned about the court as an
Institution, its perception and
its institutional legitimacy,” said
Brianne Gorod, appellate counse!
at the liberal Constitutional Ac-
countability Center.

Roberts, though, was in dissent
In the same-sex marriage case
and chastised Kennedy for over-
stepping judicial authority.

Severino was struck by Rob-
erts’ language. “l found it a little
ironic to read some of his criti-
cism in dissent about the court
overstepping its authority when
| feel like that's exactly what he
was doing the day before,” in the
health care case, Severino said.

Most court watchers are un-
willing to read too much into the
results of one term because they
are so dependent on the mix of
cases that are before the justices.

“It seems fair to say that the
court tilted in a more liberal
direction this term,” said veteran
Supreme Court lawyer Carter
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frustrations show at the end of

Court without either of those
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For Obama and Clinton, twisty paths to ‘yes’ on gay marriage

By Jim Kuhnhenn
and Lisa Lerer

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — When President
Barack Obama praised the Supreme
Court’s watershed same-sex marriage rul-
ing, he held it up as evidence that a “shift
in hearts and minds is possible.”

Obama may well have been describing
his own public trajectory on gay unions —
a complicated path that took him through
tion and ambivalence to enthusias-
tic embrace.

His journey is not unlike the rest of
America. But over the years he has worn
his uncertainty on his sleeve, publicly

" musing about his stance before becoming

a full-throated advocate for marriage and
other aspects of gay rights.

“When all Americans are treated as
equal, we are all more free,” Obama de-
c«ared Friday.

As far as political figures go, Obama’s
road to “yes" is hardly unique.

Hillary Rodham Clinton’s presidential
campaign jumped on the Supreme Court
decision, changing its red campaign logo
to a rainbow colored H, releasing a gauzy
video of gay wedding ceremonies, and
blasting out supportive tweets aimed at
building its campaign list.

In a hery speech Friday night to

highest court” and declared: “We can sum
up the message from the court and the
American people in just two words: Move

But like Obama, such expressions
of support mark a remarkable shift for
Clinton, who opposed gay marriage for
more than two decades as a first lady, a
U.S. senator and a presidential candidate.
Just three months ago, Clinton's position
was that while she personally supporte.
gay marriage the issue was best left for
individual states to decide — a policy
stance held by most of the Republican
presidential field.

“It has been an evolutionary process,”
said Fred Sainz of the Human Rights
Campaign, a national gay rights group.
But he said Obama now stands as one
of the great champions of gay rights, up
there with the likes of Harvey Milk. As for
Clinton, he said, “she connects with gay
people on a level that is beyond
explanation.”

Obama has carefully staked out his
position on same-sex marriage through-
out his political career. During his 1996
[llinois state Senate race, he replied to a
gucstinnnairc from a gay newspaper in

hicago: “l favor legalizing same-sex
marrages, and would fight efforts to pro-
hibit such marriages.” Two years later, he
declared himself undecided.

By 2004, as he ran for the U.S. Sen-

Republicans would exploit the issue, and
he advocated instead for gay civil unions.
in his 2006 book, “The Aucrxily of
Hope,” he cited his own faith as a reason
0 oppose same-sex marriage, though he
also wondered whether “in years hence |
may be seen as someone who was on the
wrong side of history.”

He came out firmly for same-sex
marriage in 2012 and called for it in his
second inaugural address. But earlier
this year, his former top strategist, David
Axelrod, wrote that Obama had feigned
opposition to gay marriage for most of
his political career, grudgingly taking
Axelrod’s advice that African-American
religious leaders and others would oppose
him if he let it be known he supported gay
marriage.

“If Obama’s views were ‘evolving'
publicly, they were fully evolved behind
closed doors,” Axelrod wrote.

Obama disputed the account, telling
BuzzFeed News that he thought civil
unions were “a sufficient way of squaring
the circle,” but that “the pain and the sense
of stigma that was being placed on same-
sex couples who are friends of mine”
changed his mind.

“I think the notion that somehow | was
always in favor of marriage per se isn’t
quite accurate, Obama told BuzzFeed

But even after he endorsed gay mar-
riage, he took his time embracing other

gave empioyment protection to gay and
transgender workers in the federal govern-
ment and its contracting agencies.

Still, gay rights advocates hold him up
as one of their biggest political advocates

“It’s absolutely right to note that this ad-
ministration did not get off to a good start
with LGBT advocates,” Sainz said. “But
the sheer volume of what he has done will
be hard for another president to replicate,
simply because so much of what he has
done has been so incredibly powerful,
momentous and life changing for LGBT
people.”

Clinton’s path into the embrace of the
gay community has been similar. She
backed her husband’s Defense of Marriage
Act in 1996, described marmage between
a man and a woman as a “fundamental
bedrock principle” in a 2004 Senate floor
speech, and dodged the question when
asked in 2007 whether she agreed with
Gen. Peter Pace, then the Joint Chiefs of
Staff chairman, that homosexuality was
immoral.

But as secretary of state, Clinton
emerged as a champion of gay rights, de-
claning that “gay rights are human rights.
and human nights are gay rnights.” at a
2011 conference in Geneva.

Sainz said that in Clinton, the LGB’
community sees a Kindred spirit. “It's n
our DNA to support her.” he said. “We
have been forced to deal with some of

SO 1‘..*"' : I..- "
P A R ol |

Democratic activists in Northern Virginia,
Clinton said that “love triumphed in the
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ate, he said he opposed gay marriage
for politically strategic reasons, saying

Cruz book says his dad asked

to fight alongside Fidel Castro

By Will Weissert

Associated Press

AUSTIN — Texas Re-
publican Sen. Ted Cruz’s
father was a 1950s Cuban
revolutionary who longed
to slip intoa[ﬁc island’s
eastern mountains and join
Fidel Castro's guerrilla
army.

At 17, Rafael Cruz led a
group of insurgents staging
urban sabotage against
Cuban dictator Fulgencio
Batista. Cruz was eventu-
ally jailed and tortured,
and upon his release
wanted the unde nd to
help him personally reach
Castro’s camp in the Sierra
Maestra highlands.

“My dad asked if he
could join Castro in the
mountains and keep fight-
ing,” the firebrand Repub-
lican presidential candidate
writes in his book, “A
Time For Truth,” which is
will be released Tuesday.
“But he was told there
Was no way to get to the
rebels.”

instead, the elder Cruz
bribed his way to a Cuban
exit visa and headed to the
University of Texas.

He returned home
shortly after Castro seized
power in 1959 but, Ted
Cruz writes, was appalled
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to see Castro had “declared
to the world that he was a
communist.” Castro didn't
formally call his revolution
socialist until the eve of
the Bay of Pigs invasion in
1961.

The Cruzes have long
admitted that Rafael was
an early Castro sympa-
thizer. But Ted Cruz’s
memoir — a copy of which
The Associated Press
purchased — provides new
details about his desire
personally fight alongside
the guermrilla leader.

The Cuban government
hasn’'t commented about
Rafael Cruz, making the
anecdotes difficult to
confirm. But Ted Cruz
also writes that his father
had planned to join Castro
and help attack an army
barracks in the city of
Santiago in 1956, but
didn"t because Castro was
delayed in returning to
Cuba from Mexico.

Today, the 76-year-
old Rafael Cruz 1s a
pastor who frequently
quotes scripture in anti-
government speeches to
grassroots groups. He's
compared Barack Obama
to a young Castro.

Ted Cruz writes that his
father didn’t open up about
being tortured in Cuban

- 18 . = = . B " = )
5 'y i # e 3 .I'- ] : = = o . » 5
by h ' "= .:l‘- r "lrl -g‘ ] ?i‘l i."_' 4 X 11 : r
i & Ly - - J " - i ' - e ke, - B
T L, A ez & & B : o P LY =R
: i e S Yl . P Pyt |
: ; - o o

e
- i

jails until the future senator
was a teenager, when the
pair went to See “Rambo.”
The movie features scenes
where the title character is
tortured.

The son describes how
his father says he was
beaten with clubs and
Kicked in the head. That's
also difficult to confirm,
but the book includes a
Rafael Cruz mug shot
where his nose appears (0
be broken.

In the book, Cruz briefly
tells how his elder half-
sister, Miriam, died of a
drug overdose in 201 1. He
discusses his wife, Heidi's.
bouts of depression in
20035, which he chalks
up to her having trouble
adjusting to Texas life after
the couple moved to Aus-
tin from Washington

Ted Cruz also recalls
heading to Maine in 2009
to meet former President
George HW. Bush —
whose son Jeb is now one
of Cruz’s 2016 presidential
campaign rivals. Cruz
was nvited to go sailing
but was wearing a suit, so
Bush loaned him clothes.
including a “President of
the United States™ belt
buckle.

Cruz writes that the bor-
rowed duds felt “surreal.”
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aspects of the gay community’s agenda.
it wasn't until July 2014 that Obama

Bush: New gun limits not way to

lives greatest indignities and have come
out on the other side.”

prevent shooting tragedies

By Kimberly
Pierceall
Associated Press

HENDERSON, Ney
New gun control measures
are not the way to prevent
Imass l\'i“ingh such as the
shooting deaths of nine
people 1n a South Carolina
church, Republican presi-
dential candidate Jeb Bush
said Saturday

Bush, who plans to meet
with black ministers in
Charleston, South Caro-

lina, on Monday, said iden-

ifying potentially violent

people before they commit
such crimes 1s a better ap-
proach than further restric-
tions on gun ownership

“We as a society better
figure out how we 1dentify
these folks long before
they feel compelled to take
up a gun and kill innocent
people,” the former Flonda
governor said at a town
hall meeting

Afterward, he told re-
porters gun control was an
1ssue that should be sorted
out at the state level

“Rural areas are ven
different than big, teeming
urban areas,” he said

The comments came less
than a day after President
Barack Obama culogized
one of the nine people shot
o death June 17 at Em-
manuel African Method-
1st Church in Charleston
During his remarks,
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Obama recalled episodes
in Aurora. Colorado, and
Newtown Connecticut, to
again, suggest Americans
seek tighter restrictions
“For too Iung, we've
been blind to the unique
mayhem that gun vielence
inflicts upon this nation.
Sporadically, our eyes are
open, Obama said. "Bul
| hope we also see the 30
precious lives cut short by
gun violence in this coun
ry every single day.”
Bush also told repon
ers that he was disap-
pointed 1n both Supreme
Court rulings from the last
week that upheld Presi
dent Obama’s health care
overhaul and legalized gay
marriage nationwide
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Local forecast

Other than a 20 percent chance of showers
on Monday night, the National Weather Ser-
vice is calling for a dry week ahead. Expect
lemperatures at or a little below normal for

this time of year.

The record high for June 27 1s 116 set in
1994. The record low is 59 set in 2006. The
high on June 27 last year was 98. The low

W as ] 3

likely

A cold front stretching southward in New
England will extend into the Southeast and
Gult Coast, sparking heavy, gusty thunder-
storms. Thunderstorms will produce locally
heavy rainfall and damaging winds from
southern South Carolina to northeastern Tex-
as. Behind the cold front it will turm breezy
and less humid across the Mid-Atlantic and

(Ohio Valley
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SAN BERNARDINO,
Calt Most evacuations
were lifted Saturday near a
Southern Califorma wild
fire that threatened more
than 7,000 buildings as
hirefighters caught a break
in the weather and redou
bled efforts to surround 1t

Al the same ume,
impending thunderstorms
carried the threat of hight-
ning and gusty winds that

could spark new fires in the

California mountains

| he blaze that erupted
on June |7 in the San Ber
nardino Mountains east of
l.os Angeles was reduced
10 “a lot of creeping and
simoldenng  after higher
humidity and cloudy
weather
Beyer of the |
yervice

More than 2,000 hre
lghters made progress on
the active northeast comer
of the blaze. The hre was
now 40 percent surrounded
alter thlI'L‘hll’lg more than
47 square miles of desert
brush and forest timber

Authonties reopened
Highway 38 and ended
mandatory evacuations for
most of the areas that were
threatened. Only the Burns
( anyon area remained

S Forest

LOGONTO

MRT~COM
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moved 1n. said Lee

National forecast

A storm system will move through New
England today. Rainfall will be heavy, espe-
cially across northern New England, where
rainfall could exceed 4 inches. Heavy rain in
the morning across southern New England
will taper off to widely separated afternoon
showers. Urban and small stream flooding is

under the order.

“We re probably down
(O Just & few hundred”
threatened homes, Beyer
said. “The sticky, humid
weather of yesterday really
lowered the fire behavior.”

The most active area was
in the high, steep, remote
San Gorgonio Wilderness
Area. about 90 miles east
of Los :\ngCICS. It has
no roads, so crews were
forced to hike 1n and work
with hand tools, he said.

However, because of the
chance of thunderstorms,
authorities planned to fly
about 120 firefighters out
of the region by evening
and keep them out until the
danger passes

“They don’t want them
out there on those exposed
ndges and stuff with hght-
ning,” Beyer said

The chance of weekend
thunderstorms brought the
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Most evacuations lifted as California wildfire slows

danger of new wildfires
erupting. State fire officials
announced they were
increasing staffing in both
Northern and Southern
California mountain areas,
adding fire crews, engines
and bulldozers.

It also created the
potential for heavy rains
and flooding in the burned
areas, authorities said.

Meanwhile, a 100-acre
fire outside the city of San
Bernardino was 95 percent
contained.

A fire in Alpine County
south of Lake Tahoe was
29 percent surrounded af-
ter burning about 27 square
miles. The contained
section was near the town
of Markleeville. But much
of the fir¢ was in steep ter-
rain, and firefighters were
struggling to surround it,
officials said.
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Assoclated Press

A tree frames the smoke as it billows in the back ground from a fire Thursday in Pioneertown, Caliif.
Most evacuations were lifted Saturday near a Southern California wildfire that threatened more than
7,000 buiidings as firefighters caught a break in the weather and redoubled efforts o surround it.
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By Bradley nwr
and Matthew
Associated Press

VIENNA — The top Ameni-
can and Iranian diplomats faced
cach other across a square table
in a 19th century Viennese pal-
ace, the room austerely deco-
rated and the calm
as they started the final push for
a generation-defining nuclear
agreement on Y.

tions of optimism and pledges of
diligence sounded routine.

After two years of high-
pressure Ings, a sense of
predictability has emerged in
the negotiations between U.S.
Secretary of State John Kerry
and Iranian Foreign Minister
Mohammad Javad Zarif.

Neither is letting the pressure
show even as they and other
global powers are at the cusp of
an agreement that could redefine
security in the Middle East and
be}' for decades to come.

ust a short while ago, a snap-
shot alone of these two enemies

in discussions on nuclear

and other matters would have been
a bombshell felt in capitals around
the world. Now, or not
the U.S. and its negotiating pow-
ers can clinch a pact in Austna’s
capital over the next several days,
it'’s hard to imagine the tentative
\J.S.-Iranian rapprochement end-
Ing anytime soon.

It's become the new normal.

The U.S. and Iran are locked in
ideological conflict and regional
wars, from Syria’s seemingly
intractable cycle of viclence
and instability in Lebanon and
Yemen to Iran’s support for en-
emies of Israel. But the U.S. and
Iran also have found common
cause: aiding Iraq's government
and Kurdish militia against the
Islamic State group, and com-
mitting, at least publicly, to an
accord that would remove the
threat of a nuclear-armed lran
while ending the Islamic Repub-
lic's international isolation.

“I think it’s fair to say that
we're hopeful,” Kerry said as talks
began at Vienna's Palais Coburg.
“We've a lot of hard work to do.
There are some very tough issues
and | think we all look forward to
getting down to the final efforts
here to see whether or not a deal
is possible. | think everybody
would like to see an agreement.
But we have to work through
some difficult issues.”

Zanif said he agreed. “We need to
work really hard in order to be able
to make progress and move for-
ward. We are determined to do ev-
erything we can to be able to make
this effort possible. Of course,
that depends on a lot of things and
we're going to work on it.”

For a relationship that was
frozen after the 1979 Islamic

Rmin’upngainstlTuesday
deadline for a deal, their declara-
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Once unheard of, US-Iran talks become the new normal

irag, Yemen and other regional hot
spots. The status of Americans de-
tained or missing in lran is another
frequent topic of conversation.

Al their previous meeting in
May, Kerry and Zanif even bantered
in front of reporters about demo-
cratic progress in Nigena, another
country engulfed by insurgency but
one far removed from the battle-
grounds of the Middle East

Kerry, having just arrived in
Geneva from the African nation,
called the inauguration of a
popularly elected president in Ni
gena “very good historically for
democracy.” Zanf, whose gov-
ernment 1s routinely criticized by
other countnies and human rights
groups for its democracy failings,

Ermnest Moniz, U.S. Secretary of State John

Political Affairs

Wendy Sherman meet with

reign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif, second from right, Saturday at
hotel in Vienna. After nearly a decade of international diplomacy, negotiators

activities for a decade and put tens of billions of dollars back into the lranian

re trying to reach a final agreement by Tuesday that would curd lran's nuclear

offered his verdict: “They have
serious difficulties.”

But the limited smippets of
public conversation often have

economy through the easing of financial sanctions. Associlated Press

Diplomats: lran considers shipping, selling enriched uranium

revolution and subsequent U.S.
Embassy hostage crisis, the long
hours spent in nuclear negotiations
clearly have helped each side build
a grudging understanding of one
another. Although neither will use
the word trust, for the first time In
decades, U.S.-lranian ties have in
some ways “normalized.”

The official goal of the nuclear
talks is an exchange of decade-
long curbs on Iran’s nuclear pro-
gram for tens of billions of dol-
lars in relief from international
economic sanctions. Participants
say the talks could well drag on
past Tuesday’s deadline.

Iran says its activity 1s solely

Mexico’s 2018 'presidential
campaign already underway

. — P e —— .

designed for energy, medical and
research purposes. much of the
world fears 1t harbors nuclear
weapons ambitions.

The U.S.-Iranian engagement
started a couple of years ago in
much more tentative fashion,
with lower-level negotiators
meeting in secret in the Gulf
kingdom of Oman and elsewhere
amid mutual suspicion.

The discussions gained steam
after Hassan Rouhani’s elec-
tion as Iran’s president behind
promises to take his country on a
more moderate course and end its
isolation. But the outreach in each
direction grew slowly, and both

e e PR e =

odd, given that the PRD
suffered setbacks in the vote
earlier this month as well.
But in reality, Mancera's
relations with the PRD lead-
ership have been tense

By declanng early for the

ress

sides closely guarded preparations
for a historic telephone call in
September 2013 between Rouhani
and President Barack Obama
Two months later, world powers
and lran reached the first of two
Internim nuclear agreements.

Since then, the interactions
between Kerry and Zant, and
the two countries other negotia-
tors, have expanded dramatically
T'hey regularly chat 1n hote!
breakfast halls before their daily
discussions, hold regular calls
and coordinate schedules

Beyond nuclear matters, the top
officials have included in their dis-
cussions matters related to Syna,

bids 1n 2006 and 2012

expects to make a thard con
secutive run follow Ing farled

Lopez Obrador “will
begin campaigning now
and his speech will likely
start out very radical. But

been more personal in nature

In March, Kerry began a meet-
Ing by offenng condolences to
Rouhani after his mother died and
wished the lranians a happy Per-
sian New Year with the traditional
declaration of “Nowruz Mubarak
Later, he approached Rouhani’s
brother, a member of the Iranian
negotiating team 1n Lausanne,
Switzerland, and hugged him

On some occasions, the per
ceived coziness that has emerged
has had repercussions for the
Iranians

When Zant was photographed
walking across a Geneva bridge
with Kerry. hard-liners accused
him of catering to the enemy
Shortly afterward, stories ap
peared 1n Iran s press with
anonymous ofhcials talking
about Zant losing his temper
with Kerry in private meetings.
as if to make amends

They also have spoken about
bike nding — a regular pursuit of
Kerry s dunng the nuclear talks
until a crash last month 1n France
that broke his IL'g. Zant, who was
then dealing with a recurning back
1ssue, called Kerry to commuserate

And the good will has spread
to others 1n the negotiating team

For example, U.S. Energy Secre-
tary Emest Moniz and Iran’s atomuc
energy chuet Al Akbar Salehi. both
MIT-trained physicists, have struck
up their own understanding and.
by all accounts, a well-functioning
relatonship. Saleh! 1sn’t in Vienna
pecause of iiness

U.S. allies also aren’t entirely
pleased as the warming to lran
has coincided with a fraying of
some of America s long-standing
partnerships in the region. Wash-
ington clearly remains light years
closer to Middle East alhes such
as Saudi Arabia and Israel, bul
their coolness or outright hostil
Ity to the Iran talks has taken a
toll. For the Obama administra
tion, 1t has created the strange
dynamic of sometimes finding 1
easter 1o discuss nuclear matters
with lehran

his own Institutional Revo
lutionary Party. or PRI

In the past. the party,
which ruled Mexico tor
an uninterrupted seven
decades 1n the last century,
shunned transparency and

By Tim Johnson
McClatchy Foreign Staff

MEXICO CITY —
Think the U.S. presiden-
tial campaign is long”?
Look at Mexico. The next
presidential election isn’t
until 2018, and candidates
already are lining up.

President Enrique Pena
Nieto isn’t even halfway
through his six-year term.

Recent midterm elec-
tions displayed the weak-

As a result, several high-
profile politicians have an-
nounced that they will seek
unhresldency in 2018.
exicans seem to be

heading to a new normal:
the t campaign.
wife of former
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President Felipe Calderon,
Margarita Zavala, was first
out of the starting gate.
She posted a two-minute
video June 14 on YouTube
saying that she would seek
the presidency — with or
without the center-right
National Action Party,

or PAN, that backed her
husband in 2006.

Zavala, a lawyer and
former legislator, said that
among those she would
court are “those who no
longer believe in the par-
ties as instruments of our
democracy.”

Her announcement was
the latest salvo in a bruis-
ing battle rotling the PAN,
which has suffered erosion
in support, gamering only 2|
percent in the June 7 vote.

“This year was the worst
electoral resuit the PAN has

kitchen |

BpoP countertops

had since the 1991 mudterm
election,” said Carlos Peters-
en, a political analyst with
the Eurasia Group, a global
political risk consultancy.

Party leaders earlier this
year denied Zavala a place
on the ballot as one of the
party’s plank candidates
for the lower house of
Congress, embittering her
and supporters of Calde-
ron’s faction of the party.

Mexico City Mayor
Miguel Angel Mancera
also has raised his hand for
the 2018 race. Mancera, a
silver-haired lawyer, came
to office in late 2012, like
Pena Nieto. He governs
one of the world’s biggest
metropolises, a longtime
bastion of the center-left
Party of the Democratic
Revolution, or PRD.

The timing might Seem

presidency, political analyst
Carlos Bravo Regidor said,
Mancera hopes “people
might start speculating
about that instead of talking
about how poor the results
were in the election.”

“Yes, | want to be presi-
dent,” Mancera said simply
In response (o a television
interviewer's question. He
followed up over several
days with affirmations of
his potential electability.

In a note to chients,
Nomura Securities analyst
Benito Berber said the man
to watch is two-time leftist
presidential candidate An-

dres Manuel Lopez Obrador.

whose new party, known as
Morena, rose from scratch
to gather a stunning 35 seats
in the 500-seat lower house
this month.

Lopez Obrador has not
openly declared for 2018,
but all experts say he

if he gains traction, he will
likely moderate his speech
and move toward the center
of the political spectrum
just before the election to
maximize his chances of
winning, Berber wrote
“It’s going to be three
years of campaigning,”
said Soledad Loaeza, a
political scientist at the Co-
legio de Mexico, a promi-
nent academic institution.
“We'll see who lasts.”
Pena Nieto, seeking to
avoid prolonged lame-duck
status, since there is no
presidential re-election in
Mexico, will attempt to
keep a lid on presidential
ambitions among those In

named its presidential
nominee 1n an unvelling
known 1n Spanish as the
“dedazo, or tap of the
finger. The person tapped
would nevitably go on to
win the presidency

But conditions have
changed. Economic growth
1s lackluster, and Pena
Nieto influences only one
wing of the party. Even
within his own Cabine!
Finance Secretary Luis
Videgaray and Interior
Secretary Miguel Angel
Osorio Chong are known
(o want to succeed him

Dastributed by Tribune
Content Agenc
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B In dealing with America’s past,
knee-jerk reaction may cause na-
tion to overshoot in eliminating CHARLFS

relics of Confederacy K
fter a massacre like the one at RAUTHAMMER
Emanuel AME Church in Charles- Washington Post
lon, our immediate reaction 1s to Writers Group
do something. Something, for politicians,

Americans cherish — clin

solution. Within hours of the massacre, once had it — their guns as

President Obama was lamenting the
absence of progress on gun control. A
particular Democratic (and media) lament
was Congress’ failure to pass anything

Canada where the founding

But the unfortunate fact is that the post-
Sandy Hook legislation would have had
zero effect on the events in Charleston.

whose founding purpose is *
and the pursuit of happiness

OUR VIEW

Republicans have

time to develop plan
for changes to ACA

l ’I Yhe Supreme Court has ruled on the Affordable Care Act, other-

wise known as Obamacare. And for the second time, a major-
ity of the justices favored saving the president’s signature law.

'he Obama administration has spiked its political football. The
ACA wing of his presidential library can be built as planned. Don't
| know if all Repablicans will choose not to visit since not one Re-
publican voted for the bill that made it reality

Now, Republicans are mad. Congressman Mike Conaway actual-
ly sent out a press relcase, saying he is outraged. This was expect-
ed, but we won't look back, including to the ndiculously partisan
effort to create the ACA or Supreme Court case rulings that were
more about justifying the law. not determining its constitutionality
We choose to look forward

Republicans may find this hard to believe, but Thursday's rul
Ing provides an opportunity — a political opportunity to use the
Supreme Court decision to the party’'s benefit in 2016

There's also a silver lining in that the Supreme Court gave Re-
publicans more time to come up with a solution. Had the Supreme
Court done a |80 and drove a death knell to Obamacare. then there
would have been milhions of people without health care going
Into an election year, hundreds of stories told by a media more
than willing to put a microphone in front of those stripped of their
coverage, and a Democratic candidate ready to swoop in and come
to the rescue

For Republicans, big government can still be the battle cry and
the party s nominee can hold up ACA as an example. Obamacare
still 1s not supported by a majority of Americans. and we find it
hard to believe that will change the more we find out about the
trouble 1t will bring

Republicans now have time — specifically, 19 months until the
next president is sworn in — to develop a plan for the changes they
will make to the health care law. They have |7 months before the
election to convince Americans that repeal can be followed by a
real solution. This is important. Republicans have to do more than
identify what's wrong. They must show how they can make it right

T'he president had zero GOP support for this legislation. Senate
Majonty Leader Harry Reid allowed zero Republican amendments
to be voted on during the process and Nancy Pelosi likely will go
down in partisan infamy the most for her “we have to pass the bill
so that you can find out what is in it comment.

Republicans can do better, right”? They have to.

But first things first. Republicans must look forward. They
must turn out an electable candidate who can win in 2016. If that
doesn't happen, all the repeal and replace plans won't matter
one 10ta. Republican voters must take the presidential election
more serniously than they did in 2008 and 2012. For all the bustle
that the lack of a conservative candidate convinced voters to stay
home, we offer the following. If that is true, it is the voters who
stayed home who gave America a president willing to change the
country with the Affordable Care Act. It was those voters who
made it easier for a president who put two liberal Supreme Court
justices on the bench.

It was those voters who made it impossible to do anything about
Obamacare until a president takes the oath in January 2017.

If the ACA is that broken, Republicans must do more than talk
the big talk. People need to see leadership. It is time to move for-
ward to 2016

Mike Distelhorst, Publisher Opinions, columns, letters and
Stewart Doreen, Editor cartoons reflect the author’s or
Mary Dearen. Managing Edtor artist’s views and not necessanily
Megan Buck. Asst. Managing Editor the view of the Reporter-Telegram.
Trevor Hawes, Asst. Managing Editor
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Lowering the Confederate flag is a good thing

g o, as Obama  be largely suppressed, presentin

flag, among other symbols of racism, house grounds — whatever the endlessly
his website. But does anyone imagine that  debated merits of the case — could serve
if the South Carolina flag had been rel- as a reciprocal gesture of reconciliation.

egated to a museum, the massacre would The result was a microcosm of — and a
not have occurred? historical lesson in — the moral force of

Politically, the murders created a unique  the original civil rights movement, whose
moment. Gov. Nikki Haley was surcly sin-  genius was to understand the effect that
cere in calling for the Confederate flag's combating evil with good, violence with
removal. But she also understood that the  grace would have on a fundamentally

,, - = massacre had created a moment when decent American nation.
m:]?::: iﬁiﬁ::::u:ic:::j f::, Ef:l',‘;”"" b'-“-‘ﬂu;‘c doing S0 would cause something the usual pro-Confederate flag feeling — America was indeed moved. The result
DS the all-purpose, ggn_m knee-jerk of an insurrection. And culturally, because  and, surely, expressions of it — would was the civil rights acts. The issue today is

g the op- no longer legal equality. It is more a mat-
a symbol of portunity to achieve something otherwise  ter of sorting through historical memory.

freedom. You can largely ban guns in politically unachievable. The Confederate flags would ultimately

document But there's a reason for this have come down. That is a good thing.

gives the purpose of confederation as the  rush to banish Confederate symbols, to They are now coming down in a rush. The
after Sandv Hook achievement of “peace, 0!"d¢l’ and gtl_od move them from the public square to the haste may turn out to be problematic.
¥ ’ | government.” Harder to disarm a nation museum. The trigger was not just the We will probably overshoot, as we are

life, liberty massacre itself, but even more tellingly, wont to do, in the sun'gedc to elimi-
the breathtaking display ef nobility and nate every relic of the Confederacy. Not

, , , R With gun control going nowhere, the spiritual generosity by the victims' rela- every statue has to be smashed, not every

L i o i 1 o WD S paychic naiona necd postCharksion.  thes. Wik 48 houry o the munder of _ merry banlhed. Pt e o loer s
automatic pistol. lo nonetheless de something took a their loved ones, they spoke of redemption  lesson from Ar lington National Cemetery,

You can pass any gun law vou want rfmarkuhlc direction: bﬂ“lShmn[ of the and r_cCOnC_l]IIUOII and cven fmcmss of foun‘kd by lhc VlCtOr!OlLﬂ Union !0 mry
The 1994 assault weapons ban was al- Confederate flag, starting with the one the killer himself. It was an astonishingly ~ its dead. There you will find Section 16. It
lowed to expire after 10 years because, as ﬁi""_‘l! on the grounds of “"C Sl_ﬂlﬂhﬂ_usc_ moving expression of Christian charity. contains the remains of hundreds of Con-
a Justice Department study showed, it had  '0 Columbia, then spreading like wildfire - Such grace demands a response. In a federate soldiers grouped around a mod-
no effect. There's only one gun law that to consume Confederate flags, symbols, fascinating dynamic, it created a feel- esl, moving monument to their devotion to
would make a difference: confiscation statues and even memorabilia everywhere  ing of moral obligation to reciprocate in “duty as they understood it” — a gesture
E-verything else 1s for show from the Alabama state capitol to eBay  some way. The flag was not material to by the Union of soldierly respect, without

And 1n this country, confiscation 1s and Amazon - the crime itself, bn_n its connection to the any concession regarding the taintedness
umpossible. Constitutionally, because Logically, the connection is tenuous. underlying race history behind the crime of their cause.
of the Second Amendment_ Politically. Yes, Roof does pose with the Confederate  suggested that its removal from the state- Or shall we uproot them as well”

- T ——
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Forget the lies about the South

B Region has been transformed to the
extent that African-Americans are moving
there from other parts of the country CH

L 1s telling that the South Carolina governor who L
Icalled for the removal of the Confederate battle OWRY
flag from the grounds of the state Capitol is a King Features Syndicate

woman, an Indian-American — and a Republican.
The rush to efface the Confederate symbol from
the South in the wake of the Charleston shootings, So 1964, when Barry Goldwater opposed the

with Gov. Nikki Haley among the leaders, is a Civil Rights Act, wasn't a point of radical depar-
lagging indicator. The region hqs bgen ‘transformd ture. '[‘heshkcpublicans steadpﬁy gained strength as
over the past 50 years, from an institutionally the Old South figuratively and literally died off.
racist backwater 10 a part of_ the Amcngan main- Republicans didn't take a majority of Southern
stream more alluring to African-Americans than  oporessional seats until 1994. Not until 2010

less dynamic parts of the country. did they gain unified control of the Alabama state

Dylann Roof is many things: a racist and a ter- Legislature.
ronst, pathetic and hellishly cruel. But he is not a left doesn’t expend much energy complain-
WPT‘?W“‘“"V“" Son of the South. | | ing about the South’s contribution to the most
The left has nonetheless been channclm_g a less important progressive electoral victories of the
tasteful version of former W_’hlte House chief of 20th century — the elections of Woodrow Wilson
staff Rahm Emanuel’s old dictum: Never let a and Franklin D. Roosevelt — but obsesses over

hideous massacre go to waste. It has pointed fingers  p.nublican strength in a region that, moral
: gion that, ly and
at the GOP's Southern strategy and at the South politically, is light-years from the Solid Demo-

more generally, distorting the partisan history of the  craric South of yore.
region and | g changes there since the 1950s. Of course, the South still lags in many ways,

Gerard Alexander of the University of Virginia, and there are parts of Southern ex jonalism that
Sean Trende of RealClearPolitics and Jay Cost are distasteful. Consider one key imalm though:

of The Weekly Standard all have written against Blacks are voting in favor of the South with their
the idea that the Southern strategy was racism feet by migrating from elsewhere in the country,
incarnate. There was undoubtedly a racial compo-  p, 5 reversal of the Great Migration of the 20th
nent to the region’s partisan sl;uﬂ. but among _other century.

things, the South simply got richer. It's amazing The region is no. longer characterized by its
whaticarm‘ng enough money o have a substantial system of vicious racism but its diversity. Accord-
tax bite will do to your politics. ing to the Population Reference Bureau, “Among

The father of the Republican Southem strategy | metropolitan areas with a total lation of
was that racist old coot Dwight Eisenhower, who _':3‘: 000 or more, the least segreg mmo:;e

— is it possible to wrap your head around the located in the faster-growing South and West.”
enormity”? — wanted to begin to win some South- It no longer deliberately blights the prospects of
ern electoral votes. Ike won four Southern states in  blacks but affords them opportunities not available
1952 and five in 1956, when he won the popular elsewhere. The urban expert Joel Kotkin ranked
vote in the region. And he did it while supporting  metropolitan areas by homeownership, entrepre-
civil rights. | neurship and median household income and con-
How was this possibie? The GOP had begun cluded: “Today, Dixie has emmd, In many ways,
picking off the less uniformly Democratic areas of  as the new promised land for African-Americans.”
the New South. As Alexander writes, the GOP’s This is an American triumph.
Southern electorate “was disproportionately subur-  extraordinary things about the<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>