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Producers brace for higher oilfield costs 
Drillers are expecting to pay up to 10 percent more in 2018 
By Collin Eaton and David Hunn 

Houston Chronicle 

Onl producers are convinced they ‘Il have 
to pay more to drill wells and pump oil next 
year as crude prices surge toward the $60-a 
barrel mark 

In a recent survey by the British bank 
Barclays, 90 percent of US. oil producers 

19 
Counties 

Served 

For more on Permian’s production record, 
90 to mrt.com 

mrt.com 

said they expect oilfield costs to climb next 
year. Those costs rose this year in places like 

ORGANIZATION OF THE YEAR 

Investors are waiting to see what crude 
does in 2018. 

Page SA 

the Permian Basin, as drillers sent oil rigs 
back into the field and fracturing companies 

Tim FischerMeporter-Telegram 

US Sen John Cornyn, left, talks with Libby Campbell, executive director of West Texas Food Bank, center, and Cella Cole, CEO of Feading 
Texas, in April before announcing new legisiation on helping end hunger. The Reporter Telegram has designated the food bank as Organization of 
the Year 

West Texas Food Bank takes 
collective impact to a new level 
Editor's note: This is the first in a series of 
three articles on the Reporter- Telegrams year 
ond coverage 

By Stewart Doreen 
sdoreeni@mrt com 

Collective impact A framework to 

tackle deeply entrenched and complex 
social problems 

It is an innovative and structured 

800,000 pounds of fresh produce? It's 
happening in Midland-Odessa as are 

to make sure students don’t go programs 
hungry at school and during the weekend 

approach to making collaboration work 
across government, business, philanthro 
pv. nonprofit organizations and citizens 
10 achieve significant and lasting social 

change 
Source: www.collaborationforimpact. 

com 
What can be done through collective 

impact? 
How does the distribution of 6 mil 

lion pounds of food sound? What about 

A ———— 
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and summer. 
Collective impact helped send more 

than 500,000 pounds of supplies and 
food to the victims of Hurricane Harvey 
It also gained the attention of U S. Joha 
Cornyn, who came to Midland to see and 
hear about that impact first-hand 

That collective impact is taking 
place at the West Texas Food Bank, 
the Reporter 
Organization of the Year. 

If one needed information about what 
the West Texas Food Bank has done this 

- Telegram editor's pick for 

Please see IMPACT/MA 

struggled to find enough working equipment 

10 keep up with demand. 
Almost two-thirds of the surveyed com- 

panies said overall costs could rise up to 10 

percent. Hydraulic fracturing costs could 
climb as much as |S percent, most of the 
companies said 

Please see COSTS/SA 

MPD officer 

is on leave 

after wreck 
B® 90-year-old Midland man dies 
after crash with police car 

By Mary Dearen 
mdearen@mrt.com 

A Midland police officer 1s on sdniii 
istrative leave pending the results of an 
investigation into the Sunday morning 
wreck that led 10 the death of a 90-year 
old Midland man, city spokeswoman 
Elana Ladd said Wednesday 
Roy Neely was driving a Toyota Prius 

Please see WRECK/4A 

Christian: 
RRC needs 
to better 

inform public 
Editor's note: This is he last in a Bvee-part 
series in which the railroad commissioners look 
back at 2017 

By Trevor Hawes 
thawes@mrt.com 

Wayne Christian has spent most of his 
ofiical cater a3 2 representative from 
Fast Texas, but the Center native says he 

loves his new task at hand: 
three commissioners for the 
mission. 

“As a legislator, you're a jack of all 
trades but master of none, 10 a large extent 
There's always going wrong in 
some direction and fires 10 put out every- 
where,” he said recently. 

one of 
Com- 

Please see INFORMA 
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UTPB 
choir 

heading 
for 

Carnegie 
Hall 

By Ruth Campbell 
Odessa America 

About 40 singers from | 
the University of Texas of 
the Permian Basin's choir 
will make their voices 
heard in April as part of a | 
concert at Carnegie Hall 

Director of Choral 
and Vocal Studies Frank 
Eychaner will also have a 
chance to conduct at the 
famed venue. The choir 
he'll conduct will include 
UTPB students, plus some 
from Washington state and 
Colorado 

* In 2016, | was contact- 
cd by a company called 
MidAmerica Productions 
that organizes concerts 
and was invited to con- 
duct I will be conduct- 
ing a combined group. 
There will be six choirs 
total. Our choir will form 
the core.” Eychaner sad 

They will leave May 16 
and return May 20 

We'll have exten- 
sive rehearsals for three 
days and perform on the 
fourth, and of course 
when we're not rehears 
ing and preparing for 
the performance, we'll 
introduce a bunch of West 
Texas kids to New York 
We'll go see shows and 
arnt muscums and cat food 
they ‘ve never eaten. It 
should be a lot of fun 

Eychaner smd 
Rehearsals will begin 

in carnest in January and 
fundraising is ongoing 
Eychaner said the 

iniversity is helping and 
some grant funding was 
obtained through the Rea 
Charitable Trust 

Singers are also avail 
able for events. The cost 
1s $250 for a quartet, $500 
for an octet and $1.000 for 
a large group, Fychaner 
said. Those interested in 
making arrangements may 
call Eychaner at 303-875 
5499 
Eychaner said hav 

ing a chance to conduct 
at Carnegie Hall wasn't 
necessarily something he 
sct his sights on. But he's 
pleased a, the students 
will have the opportunity 
to represent their families, | 
the schools they come 
from and the whole Perm- 
ran Basin 

There are four choirs 
at UTPB and about 60 
students involved in the 
choral programs, Eycha 
ner said 

1 audition every student 
who wants to sing, not 

necessarily to eliminate 
people but rather to assess 
their skill set, to have a 
short conversation about 
how involved they want to 

| Houston, Texas 

| Cemetery. Springville 

Carolyn Gitand 
Carolyn Jo Gilland was 

born November 2, 1927 in 
and died 

acefully on Christmas Eve, 
December 24, 2017 at Utah | 
Valley Hospital in Provo, | 
Utah. She was 90 years old 

She is survived by her sis- 
ter, Beryl Dulinig Bums; 
four children, Gina Davis | 
(Dennis), Jim Gilland 
(Kimberley), Drew Gilland 
(Kathy). and Dave Gilland 
(Beth). She had 15 grandchil- 
dren and 24 gros 
grandchildren | 
A graveside service will be 

conducted at Springville City 
Utah 

on Fnday the 29th of Decem- 
ber, 2017 at 2:00 p.m 

For further information 
about Carolyn's life, 
please visit her page and 
leave a memory at 
http://www walkerspanishfor 
k.com/ebit/carolyn-jo- 
gilland/ 

Jerene  Oleta Darden 
Baker, 68, of Stanton, Texas 
entered Heaven's gates on 
December 26, 2017. She was 
vurrounded by family wm her 
home after a courageous fight 
with cancer 

She was the beloved wife 
of her childhood best frend 
and sweetheart, Sammy 
Baker of Haskell, Texas 
Jerene was born January 2 
1949 in Haskell and was the 
daughter of the late Henry 
and Ordria Darden. She grad- 
uated Haskell High School in 
1967 and then graduated | 
nwsing school in Stamford 
Jerene and Sammy Baker | 
were united in mamage on 
November 23, 1968 in 
Haskell. Together with her | 
husband, they started a busi- 
ness in Stanton 

She is survived by her hus 
band. Sammy Baker. two 

Sheriff: Deputies threatened 
before gunfire that Killed boy 

| wonderful 
{ growing up in rural Texas 

- 8:00 pm, 
Thursday, December 28, 
2017 at Haskell Funcral 
Home, 2 Avenue D, Haskell 
Condolences may be 

| made online at www. haskell- 
fumeralhometx. com 

Roy 6. Neely, Jr. 
Roy Griffith Neely, Jr, 90 

of Midland, passed away 
Sunday, December 24, 2017 

| of injures sustained in a traf- 
fic accident. Funeral services 
will be Friday. December 29. 
2017 at 3-00 pm. im Dallas at 
Restland Memonal Park 

Roy was born in Kerrville, 
Texas on August 7, 1927 w 
Roy and Elizabeth Neely He 
had four sisters that share 

memories of 

oy spent a short time in the 
Navy at the end of World 
War [IL He 
Texas A&M where he gradu 
sted with a degree m Electn 
cal Engineering His degree 
served him well when he 
ended up his carcer runming 
the Texas Instruments plant 
mn Sugarland, Texas 

Roy left the corporate 
world in 197] to work with 
his dad at the family dairy in 
Midland, Texas He trans 

then attended | 

"My legacy is that | stayed 
on course. from the begin 
ning to the end because | be 
lieved mn something inside of 
wt 

Yvonne Marie Gutierrez 
36, of Midland, Texas, was 
called home on December 
23, 2017. Yvonne was bom 
on August 11, 1981 mn Mid 
land to Rick and Rom 
CGuberrez 

A kind-hearted soul made 
of gold was a blessing to all 
that she came in contact with 
She was a stranger 10 no one 
and made sure to love all and 
love hard Life of the party 
and a smile that could meh 
anyone's heart she had. She 
would always say, */ was 
raised 10 see wo color and to 

formed the dairy in Midland | 
County to an award-winning 
dary, mcloding =m 1998 
when he was awarded Texas 
Dairyman of the year 

In 1949, he married Mar- | 
jorie Purvis to whom he was | 

| mamed 47 wonderful years | 
To this mamage a son, De 
Yo, andl las 4 anighie 
Lou, were bom 
Manoric became ill in 1995 
Roy sold the dairy and took | 

| loving care of his wife until | 
| she died in 1997 

In 2003, Roy meet Dons 
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She is survived by her two | 
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held on December 29, 2017 
at Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Catholic Church, 1401 Gar- 
den Lane, Midland, TX 
79701 at 10:00 am. Burial 
will follow at Serenity Me- 
monial Gardens Cemetery 

in the fight and all those who 
continue 10 carry on her lega- 
cy 

| 

Cancer Center staff, Baylor 
T Boone Pickens Cancer 
Hospital staff, and all family 
and friends 

Funeral service 1s under 
the direction of Lewallen 
Garcia-Pipkin Funeral Home 
and Chapel 

Family messages and con- 
dolences may be emailed to 
pipkin@nts-online net or you 
can visit 
www lewallengarciapipkinfh 
com 

Lewallen 

» Garcia 
; Pipkin 

Fulieral 4 on 
Ty py Wt TY 

Inocencia Bitolas 
Lara 

Inocencia 
| (Chenta), 86, 
| Texas, passed away on Mon- 
day, December 25, 2017 She 

| was bom on December 20, | 

Bitolas 
of Midland, 

1931 in Toyah. Texas to Jose 

We would love to extend | 

| Matthew 
| Bustamante, Jr 
| Bustamante, George Lara [I 

monal Hospital staff, Allison | 

our website af | 

Lara | 
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Pallbearers will Henry 
Lara, Jr, Adrian Lars, Larry 
Ochoa, Jr, Lazarus Ochoa, 
Angel  Guebara Isaiah 
Guebars, Juan Ochoa, Jr 

Ochoa, Raul 

Andrew 

Jonathan Lara, Jaume Lara, 
Nathan Lara, Lous Lara, Jr 
and Paul Lara, Jr 

Services will be at 200 
pm. on Thursday, December 
2X, 2017 at Our Lady of 
C 
We would hike to thank the 

Hospice nurses Mana 
| R i, Julie Kroll. Kathryn 

N. Megan Rimer, and also 
the ER nurse, Abby 

Funcral mass is under the 
direction of Lewallen-Garcia- 
Pipkin Funeral Home and 

| Chapel. Family messages and 
condolences may be emailed 
10 pipkin@nts-online net ot 
you can visit our website at 
www lewallengarciapipkinfh 
com 

Lewallen 

+» Garcia 
Pipkin 

Funeral Home 
PRN By Wd TY Ae 

Death Notices 

Thelma Upton Hobbs, %9 
of Midland, passed away 
Friday. December 22. 2017 

Memorial services will be 
held at 3:00 pm, Wednes- 
day, January 3, 2018 at First 
Presbyterian Church in 
Midland 

All floral arrangements 
may be taken to Nalley 
Pickle & Welch Funeral 
Home & Crematory mn 
Midland 

ate all additional evidence as it is 
gathered.” 
The peobe is in its early stages, 

Salazar said 
LaHood's office said in a 

statement that it is “inportant to 
carefully review all of the facts 
and circumstances the 
officers’ use of force and not form 

be. Through that conver 
sation I'm able to tell 
them which choir is going 
to best fit their needs and 
aspirations.” Eychaner 
added 

For their concert, 
Eychaner said, there will 
be two groups performing 
They will also be per- 

forming with the Permian 
Basin Opera for a pro- 
duction of “Tosca™ April 
19 and April 20 at the 

Associated Press we now know that was the 
deputies — ‘I have a gun, I'm go- 
ing to shoot you." 
Jones was found with a dark, 

metal tube after she was shot, but 
no gun. However, Salazar said 
deputies had seen Jones with a gun 
carlier as they chased her 

All four deputies have been 
placed on administrative leave 
The sheriff”s office is investigat- 
ing. Bexar County District At- 
tormey Nico LaHood's office said 

deputies 
A person inside the home in 

Schertz, northeast of San Anto- 
nio, also reported hearing Jones 
say she would shoot the deputies, 
Salazar said 
“Someone from inside the trailer 

that (Jones) forced her way into 
| said that she had an object in her 
| vier Salazar told the San Antonio hand. They believed it could have 
| Express-News that Amanda Jones, been a weapon,” the sheriff said 
| 30, forced her way into a mobile Tuesday 

| home where the boy, Kameron “And when she exited the house, 
Wagner Noel Performing Prescott, lived on Dec. 21 and then the witness heard the suspect it will “analyze the initial work™ 
Arts Center was confronted outside by four proclaim to whoever was outside of the investigation and “evalu- 

Students are looking BE — — a— - p——— - —e 

Ze Three die in accident caused by wild hog 
Hall 
Cindy Benbow, a senior 

in a Mercedes SUV, Ruby 

10 the level” of a criminal offense, 
SCHERTZ A Texas shenff the office will take the appropriate 

| says a wanted felon told deputies 
that she was armed and would 
shoot them before they killed her 
in a spray of gunfire that also left a 
6-year-old boy dead. 

Bexar County Sheriff Ja 

Kameron was inside the mobile 
home when he was struck by a 
bullet as deputies fired on Jones. 
The boy died at a hospital 
“Were not going to rest until we 

have some answers,” Salazar said 
“1 fully realize that (Kameron's) 
family is entitled to some answers 
And it is my job to give them 
those answers. I'm not going to 
stop until | have them.” 

music education, 
said she wouldn't miss the 
chance 

“ I think it's an incred- Hole ied fre 0 ee the southbound lane and 
strike Cordova's vehicle 

report notes 

in flames™ 

John MacCormack 
San Antonio Express-News 

A wild hog crossing the 
roadway led to a late night 
accident in rural Maverick 
County late on Christmas 
Day that left three people 
dead, an off- 

Border Patrol officer. 
fiery crash occurred 

Pie Bea on 
about 25 miles southwest 
of Uvalde. h 
Killed were Antonio 

Cordova, 27, of : 
Pass, driving 

The descendents of Adults can weigh up to 
feral domestic and TH 



[tuh-mer-i-tee) 
noun 

1. reckless 

boldness, 

rashness. 

Midland 
Reporter-Telegram 

AT YOUR SERVICE 
ISSN 0890-5832 

A by 

TX TAY Parc postage pad 3 
Midland TX T9711 POSTMASTER re Set 
rn on chard TX TOON 

MAIN 
SWITCHBOARD 

412-682-511 

PUBLISHER 
Jeffrey Shabram 657 X80 

jshabramé met com 

NEWSROOM 
WEDITOR 
Stewart Doreen AX7 X84 

sdoreena men com 

WB MANAGING EDITOR 
Mary Dearen 687 88 ¢ 
mdearen@mnt com 

W ASSISTANT 
MANAGING EDITOR 

BUSINESS & Ol 
Trevor Hawes 687 &544 
thawes@mn com 

BW SPORTS EDITOR 
Onear LeRoy ART S800 

seroy@ mnt com 

BOIL EDITOR 

Mella McEwen 6X7 R364 
mmcewend@ mrt com 

PHOTO EDITOR 
Tim Fischer 657 851 
thscher@mn com 

WFFATURES EDITOR 
Rich Lopes 687 K%%9 
jrlopera mn com 

ONLINE EDITOR 
Mercedes Corders 687 8850 
mcordero@met com 

CIRCULATION 
CUSTOMER SERVICE 
#82700 

WODIRECTOR 

Sharon Heckler 687 8529 
sheck ler@men com 

ADVERTISING 
B ADVERTISING DIRECTOR 

Adrianne Hrebleek 687 5311 

SALES MANAGER 
Chad Anderson 687 8X | 
randersoni@mn com 

RETAIL ADS 
a2 STI) ext 4 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
#826222 / HR2-6999 (fax) 
nc lassified@met com 

PRODUCTION 
8 DIRECTOR 
John Maddon 687 844 

ymaddox@mn com 

FREQUENTLY 
ASKED 

QUESTIONS 

How can | submit an 

obituary? ochtsipmn com 

How can | handle » billing 
0) 

Circulation 688.2700 

Advertising 657-1806 

CUSTOMER 
SERVICE HOURS 

HOME DELIVERY 
AX subroriptons 

w
n
 

ET J + 

me 
rr 

H
u
 
u
i
 

i
 

| 

Bart Crow, 9 pm. at Rockin’ 
Rodeo, 4400 N. Big Spring St rockin. 
rodeomidiand com. 
8 West Texas Dance Club with 

ve country music, 730-10 pm. at 
208 W.VFW Way in Odessa. 607- 
0281 or 631-6128. 

1 Storytime af the Lbrary 10.30 
am (brh-2 years), 1130 am (26 
years), Midland County Public Library 
downtown branch. 301 W. Missour! 
Ave. co midland br usb. 
Bingo Nights. The American 

Legion Auxiliary hosts play 7 pm. 
501 Veterans Arpark Lane. 682-5511 
8 Bridge game play, 6:45 pm. 

Alison Bridge Center, 913 W Wadley 
Ave. $6. For more information cal 
682-8505 
8 Adult Kickbat, 2 p.m. Visit lace. 

he Citizens Collection Station are 10 
am 106m Tossday Svough Friday 
and 9am 102 pm Saturday 

Source Keep Midland Besuth/ 
Facebook page 

Today in History 

Today & Thursday, Dec 28, he 
362nd day of 2017 There are fee 
Says ‘oft in he your 

Today's Highiight in History 
On Dec. 28, 1917, he New York 

Evening Mal published “A Neglected 
Anniversary’ a facetious essay by 
HL Mencken supposedly 
he history of bathtubs in America 

Pick J moming: 36-8 
Pick J day: 548 
Pick 3 794 
Pick I night: 5.35 
Dally 4 moming: 518-7 
Dally d doy: 57.74 
Dally 4 svening: 8.53.0 
Dally 4 ight: 3.4.96 
Cash Five: 458.10-25 
Triple Chance: 34.2021 31 © 

DM-%-W 

Note: Bigor « Stars is based 
on the degree of your sun at 
birth The sign name is simply 
a label astrologers put on a 
set of degrees for comvenience 
For best results, readers should 
refer to the dates following each 

gn 

A baby born today has a Sun 
m Capricorn and a Moon in 
Aries if born before 12.2) am 
Aferward, the Moon will be in 
Taurus 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY for 

Thursday, Dec. 28, 2017: 
This year events unfold in 

» way that will have you tap- 
ping into your creativity. You 

near 60. 

starting wilh he “Wrst” one n Cinon- 
nat in 1842. Among the pool's other 

In 1856, he 28M president of he 
United States. Thomas Woodrow 

Loto Texas: 2-4 1538-48-53 
Powerball: 39-16-5660 88 

Power Play 3 
All or Nothing moming: 1-7 

11-94-17-18-2021- 22. 23-4 
AN or Nothing day: 3.5610 

121394171821. 23.4 
Al or Nothing evening: 1 6-7 

10-12-1304. 18-17-1921- 4 
Al or Nothing night: 2.3.4.5 

781014151922.23 

facebook conv 

TheReporter 
Telegram 

The stars show the kind of day you ll have: S-dynamic; 4-positive; 3-average; 2-so-so; | difficult 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
wh Rk® You have a way 

of going from one extreme to 
the other in no time. You'll 
feel as if you have finally ar 
rived where you want 10 be, 
but by the aflernoon you could 

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
wha You might be 

emotionally exhausted by what 

Wison, was bom in Staunton (STAN 
un), Vigne 

In 1898, he Lumiere brothers. Av 
Quste and Lous. held he frst public 

High 
Low 
Normal high 
Normal low 

Dec. 27% records 
Record high: 75, set in 
1964, and repeated in 1970 
and 1996 

Record low: 9, set in 1939 

Tuesday 
Wednesday 
(snowfall) 
Month total 
Year total 
Normal total 
(year to date) 

Winds 
Wind speed: 20 mph 

0.00 in 
Trace 

039in 
177 in 

1453 in 

James Durbin/Reporter- Telegram 

Rudy Stone, a city of Midland transportation employee, patches a pothole that 
opened on West Texas Avenue during Wednesday's icy conditions. To report pot- 
holes, call the city's pothole hotline, 685-7293, 7:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday through 
Friday. After temperatures in the 30s on Wednesday, today’s high is expected to be 

In 1981, ERzabeth Jordan Car 
he frst Amercan “esh-iube” baby 
was born in Norfolk, Virgina. 

In 1987, the bodies of 14 relatives 
of Ronald Gene Simmons ware ound 
at his home near Dover. Arkansas. of 
tor Simmons shot and ied wo other 
people n Russeivile (Simmons. 
Who never explaned hs motives. was 
sascuted in 1990 ) 

In 1997, one woman was kiled 
when a United Arines jumbo jet en 
route rom Narita, Japan 10 Homoluty 
SNCOUNIerad severe turbulence over 
he Pacific 

Ten years ago: President George 
W Bush used & ‘pocket velo” io rect 
a sweeping defense bE because he 

objected © 8 provision at would 

Forecast for Thursday, December 28, 2017 

S$ Chu 

Today's forecast 
High: 58 
Low: 31 
Conditions: Cloudy becom 
ing clear today/clear tonight 
Winds: Southwest 5-10 

Tonight: Go along with » fun 
surprise 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Neov. 
m 
wad Your intensity 
emerges as you try to clear out 

some hassles. You could be 
dependent on someone else's 
goodwill Stay centered Un- 
derstand what is going on with 
you as well as with this person 
Avoid power plays. for both 
your sakes. Tonight: Ciet deep 
into the moment 

SAGITTARIUS (Nev. 12. 
Dec. 21) 
hdd You could be sce. 

ing the present situation from 
a practical perspective. Give 
yourself time, and you will want 
10 add more excitement to the 
matter. Stay open to a friend's 

flights of fancy; they could 
ingger your imagination. Allow 
yourself 10 feel more. Tonight: 
Make fun plans 

CAPRICORN (Dee. 22- 
Jan. 19) 
*#&# Stay centered. de- 

behavior will pass. Tonight: 
Out on the town 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 
LL) 
wh ® You might want to 

stay closer 10 home than usual 
Your comfort level can’t be 
‘compromised right now. A boss 

mph today/south 5 mph 
tonight 
Chance of rain: None 
Sunrise 748 am 
Sunset 5:53pm 

Source Natoma! Weather Sevvice 

will understand your need to 

remain close 10 home when you 
explain your reasoning. Open 
up 10 talks from every direction 
Tonight: Order in 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
Hah Yor might want to 

make a change, but could feel 
if you need to wait. Have a 
discussion with someone you 
care about, as you trust his or 
her judgment Lay your cards 
on the table. Be willing to listen 
10 suggestions, even if you 
disagree. Tonight: Refuse 10 let 
someone get 10 you 

BORN TODAY 

(1954), John 
Legend (197%), actress Maggie 
Smith (1934) 

SAVE YOUR PALMS! 



eastbound on Wadley Avenue. As he 
turned north onto Ward Street, his car 
was hit by a Midland Police ment 
car being driven by Officer Christian 
Abrahim, Ladd said. After being hit by 
the MPD Crown Victoria — which was 
westhound on Wadley — Neely's car 
spun around and hit a Ford Expedition 
that was stopped on Ward facing south- 
bound, she said 
Abrahim was responding to a dis- 

turbance call at the time the wreck 
occurred, which was about 11:45 am., 
according 10 a press release received 
carlier Wednesday. He is on adminis- 
trative leave pending the results of the 
investigation 
“That is standard practice in a case 

like this,” she said. “Anytime there's 
something severe which occurs, or is 
even accused of occurring, the officer 
is going to be placed on administrative 
leave.” 

Ladd said among the things the inves- 
tigation will determine is if the police 
car's siren and lights were activated, if 
Neely was wearing a seat belt and the 
cars’ speeds at the title of i t 

Neely was transported to Midland 
Memorial Hospital, where he later died 
Abrahim also was transported to the 
hospital and was treated and released, 
Ladd said. The Expedition driver was 
not injured 

Neely is the 42nd person to die on 
roads in Midland County this year and 
the fourth this month, according to 
Reporter- Telegram records 

he most recent fatal wreck oc 
curred Dec. 16, when two men died in 
a two-vehicle wreck on State Highway 
158, according to a previous Reporter 
Telegram article 

The year-to-date total equals the 
number of fatalities in 2013 and is two 
less than the total in 2014, according to 
newspaper records 

From 1A 

At the RRC. you can focus on a specific 
industry, specific goals and specific prob 
lems. I'm enjoying that 

Chnistian was elected 10 his RRC posi 
tion in 2016, and while he admits that he 
has limited oil and gas industry expen 
ence, he follows certain tenets that have 
made his role at the agency fruitful 

“I'm one guy who learned a long time 
ago that I'm usually never the smartest 
guy in the room.” he said. “I'm always 
listening for what the industry has to say 

because | trust industry much more than | 
trust government ” 

His expenence as a legislator helped 
the RRC pass sunset review afer the 
agency failed 10 do so in three past ses 
sions over eight years. Christian said he 
learned that for every $1 Texas mvests 
in the RRC, the agency generates $51 in 

return for the state 
“1 took that number and brought it 1o 

more than 70 representatives and state 
senators,” he sad 

As a result, the agency not only passed 
sunset review, but also recerved its request 
for an increase in funding 

Christian said he is focused on educat 
ing the public about the importance of oil 
and gas, particularly because of employ 
ment issues the industry faces 

Through is work on the Interstate Oil 
& Gas Commission, a position Gov. Greg 

Abbot: appointed him to, “we found that 
the las hindrance to the next boom 
1s not y of gas or oil, but jobs,” 
Chnistian sad. “We do not have enough 
bodies that want to work in the oil and gas 
industry to man what we have before us 
He attributes a lack of interest in the 

industry among millennials to politically 
driven science that gives oil and gas a bad 
name 

“We need young people for these jobs, 
but part of this is the result of what | call 
the greenie movement, or the Al Gore 
movement, that has successfully taught 
our millennial generation that oil gas 
1s like tobacco: dirty, terrible and you 
should stay away from it,” he said 

1 have found in my first year of learn. 
ing the business from the inside out is 
that we have been quite lazy, frankly, in 
allowing the political atmosphere to drive 
the evidence to the public, our universities 
and their and our high schools 
and their teachers 10 tell our children that 
oil and gas is bad and that we need clean, 
green energy,” Christian said 
“When you look at the facts and sta 

tistics pertaining 0 oil, gas and coal, the 
U.S. is by far the cleanest of any industri. 
al nation, and we're cleaner than we were 
four years ago,” he said 
The commissioner has established a 

task force to bring together industry and 
« izations t0 brainstorm ways to better 
in the public 

Being a milroad commissioner can be 
but Christian takes it in stride 

“No. 1,1 that I'm not in 
control of this. It's the 700-plus folks at 
1h RAC Ji ave doing 6 yoo want, wo 
it's not all on 

Christian the agency's hard work 
is demonstrated through a recent Environ- 
mental Protection Agency analysis of the 
RRC. 
“The EPA has commended a study we 

did at the RRC." he said. “We reviewed 
nearly 63,000 injection well applications 

tions and turned in the last 3 
The EPA observed it, over this 

etc. 10 the . There was nowhere in 
the state of Texas where anybody had 
polluted the . | was over- 
whelmed. We ‘re talking zero contaminae- 
tion to 
You're not the EPA to brag 

on you, pat you on the and 
youre doing by 
the RRC for protecting the 

MB El Paso congressman 
Winning Senate scat 

| against Cruz is ‘not going 
to be casy’ 

By Corey Paul 
Odessa American 

US. Rep. Beto O'Rourke 
knows he faces major obstacles 
mn winning Texas’ jumor Sen 

| ate seat from Ted Cruz 
| How the hell are we going 
| to do this” O'Rourke sad 
| during a visit to Odessa on 
Wednesday, one in a series of 

| town halls he's having across 
| the state. “It’s not going to be 
| easy 

Cruz, who also faces some 
lesser-known primary challeng 
ers, has a greater campaign war 

| chest and a national fundraising 
network after running for presi 

| dent. Polls show Cruz with low 

IMPACT 
From 1A 

year, the list would be long and 
impressive. The Food Bank 
appears to have changed the 
perceptions some people have 
about what a food bank is and 
what it does. That is evident in 
the facility in west Midland and 
what officials in Midland and 
Odessa are doing for residents 
in those communities and 
across West Texas. 

The list includes 
@ Mobile outreach: nine ru 

ral sites received monthly visits 
during which 480,000 pounds 
of food was distributed, includ 
ing2 500 pounds of produce; 

Salvage and reclamation 
3.5 million pounds of food 
were recovered from 23 grocery 
stores, 

W191 food drives collected 
198,527 pounds of food; 
Food 2 Kids program 

served 1,252 students in 22 
schools in Odessa, Midland and 
Pecos; 38,908 sacks of food 
were distributed through the 
2016-17 school year, 
WB Kid's Café: 54,376 meals 

WB Summer feeding: 39,32 
meals and snacks were served 

favorability ratings, but they 
also suggest a majority of Tex 
ans don't know of O'Rourke, a 
congressman from El Paso 

there is the fact that 
Cruz is a Republican in a state 
that has not elected a Demo 
crat 10 a statewide office since 
1994 

But O'Rourke said he is 
encouraged that his campaign 
has “outraised Ted Cruz so far 
m this race.” The money for 
O'Rourke, who has vowed not 
to take money from any politi 
cal action committees, is from 
mdividual donors, he said. He 

toured the West 
of Feeding Texas, as 

cent have annual incomes of 
Tg03% S300. 
About 40 percent of 

WTFB clients are under 18, and 
16 percent are over 65 
hin 2016, WTFB supplied 

4.75 million meals to hungry 

still said he expects his cam 
paign to be outspent 
“The second thing is that we 

are showing up.” O'Rourke 
said. “We are in Odessa 
This 1s my third visit this year 
to Odessa and to Midland, 
to listen to the people that | 
want to serve and to represent 
Getting 10 know those issues, 
being able to run on them in 
a campaign — that's part of 
success. And it's a slow, long 
process. But it’s the best way to 
connect with people that | want 
10 vote for me in this election” 

This time, O'Rourke spoke 
10 a crowd of about 100 
supporters at the Gertrude 
Bruce Historical Cultural Cen 
ter. O'Rourke talked mainly 
about other topics than Cruz, 
who he said “is viewed less 
favorably here in Texas by his 
own constituents than Roy 
Moore ws in Alabama.” 

The El Paso congressman 

Mark Sterkel/Odesss American 

| US. Senate candidate Beto O'Rourke speaks to a crowd of about 100 supporters Wednesday at the Gertrude Bruce Historical Cultural Center in Odessa 

'O’Rourke speaks to about 
100 supporters in Odessa 

called for expanding affordable 
health care 
He “rewriting our 

immigration laws to reflect the 
reality on the ground here in 
Odessa: the incredible contri- 
bution that people who have 
chosen this community and 
this state and this country have 
made, and ensuring that they 
can continue to make those 
contributions.” 

That includes extending pro- 
tections offered under DACA 
O'Rourke was traveling with 

his family and was scheduled 
to speak in San Angelo later 
in the day. Such trips are a key 
part of his campaign, along 
with social media, and hope 
that more supporters will turn 
out to vote amid more con 
tested local and congressional 
races 

“They are going to be the 
explanation for how we win,’ 
O'Rourke said of the group in 
Odessa on Wednesday 

“They are more fired up than 
folks in Odessa have been in 
my lifetime. It's the same in El 
Paso. It’s the same in Corpus 
Christi. It's the same in every 
single part of this state. The 
people of Texas are going to 
deliver this victory, regardless 
of what the trends look like 
over the last 30 years.” 

Tim FischorMeporter-Telegram 
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Analyst: Investors ‘are waiting 
to see what 2018 brings’ 

By Meenal Vamburkar 
Bloomberg 

Ol’s bull run is grinding to a halt. 
Hedge funds lowered their bets on Brent 

crude afler they rose 10 a record a week 
carlier. And the net-bullish position on West 
Texas Intermediate, which hit a nine-month 
high last month, dwindled for a third straight 
week. The message: After a months-long 
build-up, investors are wavering, concerned 
U.S. crude will continue to boom in 2018, 
undercutting OPEC’s push to drain a global 
ghat 

“It seems like now most people have got 
their positions and are waiting to see what 
2018 brings,” said Rob Thummel, managing 
director at Tortoise Capital Advisors 

Oil futures in New York have jumped al 
most 40 percent since June as OPEC and its 
allies extended their production-cut deal and 
U.S. inventories shrank to two-year lows 
But the decline in American stockpiles is 
largely because of refinery maintenance and 
exports near an all-time high. Meanwhile 
gushers in the country are producing at a 
record pace 

Global stockpiles won't fall enough to 
reach the level targeted by OPEC when the 
group meets in June, Saudi Arabia's Energy 
Mimster Khalid Al-Falih said last week 

American output is poised to reach 999 
million barrels a day in May, according to 
the Energy Information Administration 
That would surpass Saudi Arabia's curtailed 
production of 9.97 million barrels a day in 
November. 

The Brent net-long position the dif 
ference between bets on a price increase 
and wagers on adrop fell 1 | percent to 
S38.045 ~ontracts in the week ending Dex 

Costs 

19, according to data from ICE Futures Eu- 
rope. That's after reaching a record 544,051 
contracts in the week fell 
1.2 percent, while shorts decreased | 8 
percent 
Money cut their WTI aet-long 

position by 1.8 t to 383,828 futures 
and options during the week, according 
10 data from the U.S. Commodity Futures 
Trading Commission on Friday. Longs fell 
by 1.2 percent, while shorts rose 3.9 percent. 

“It's been a year,” but there's “some 
worry about what next month is going to 
bring,” said John Kilduff, ing partner 
at Again C. ork Tae's ro 
as much iasm about the OPEC/non- 
OPEC accord as there was even a few weeks 

ago. 
The North Sea's Forties Pipeline System, 

which carries crude used to price the Dated 
Brent benchmark, is set to retum to normal 
flows carly in the new year, according to a 
statement from operator Ineos Group. The 
outage, which gave a boost to prices, was 
the first time a force majeure had been de 
clared in the North Sea since 1988. Repairs 
are expected to be completed by “around 
Christmas.” 

In the fuel market, money managers re 
duced their net-long position on benchmark 
U.S. gasoline by 2.1 percent. Meanwhile, 
the net-bullish position on diesel rose by | 9 
percent 

Heading into next year, investors will be 
watching fow long it takes to get inventones 
back to the five-year average, Thummel 
said. The OPEC deal extension brought 
some certainty to the market, which is now 
waiting to see how the cuts and US. produc 
tion play out 

That was the big cloud overhanging the 
oil market and prices,” he sad 

From 1A 

That's good news for 
Houston's crop of oil field 
SCTVICEs Companies 
companies that cut tens of 
thousands of jobs in 2015 

and 2016 after crude prices 

collapsed. Services com 
pamies, such as Halliburton 
and Baker Hughes, both of 
Houston, and Schlumberger 
which maintains one of its 
principal offices here, pro 
vided deep discounts to their 
customers and accepted 
greatly reduced profit mar 
gins 10 hold onto business 

dunng the downturn 
They slashed jobs to 

lower costs for both the 
services firms and ther pro 
duction company customers 

But with US. drillers 
planning to pump a record 
amount of oil, nsing servic 

es costs will follow. Across 
North Amenca, oil and gas 
producers plan to increase 
spending 21 percent next 
year after boosting spending 
15 percent this year, accord 
ng to Barclays 
Much of this year's 

spending surge was concen 

trated in West Texas' prolific 

Permian Basin. Permian 
production hit a record 815 
million barrels in 2017 
blowing past the previous 
mark of 790 milhon barrels 
set in 1973, business re 
search firm THS Markit said 
Tuesday 

The magnitude of the 
rebound in Permian Basin 
hquids production is un- 
precedented.” analyst Reed 
Olmstead said in a report 
“Not so long ago, many in 
the industry were saying the 
Permian was dead” 

In 1973, operators 
pumped an average of 2.16 
million barrels of oil and 
gas liquids per day. Perm 
1an volumes this year will 
average 2.75 milhon barrels 
per day, THS said, a nse of 
more than 25 percent, or 
about 600,000 barrels, per 
day. By the end of 2018, the 
Permian surge should push 
total US. liquids produc 
tion to an all-time high of 
10.5 million barrels per day 
Olmstead said 

“The implications for 
US energy secunty are 
significant,” Olmstead sad 

since we have become, in 

a relatively short period of 
time. more self-sufficient in 
terms of energy supply and 
are less reliant on imports 

The Barclays survey was 
based on oil prices hover 
ng around $55 a barrel 
next year. On Tuesday, US 
crude prices climbed 2.6 
percent to settle at $59.97 
a barrel, the highest close 
since June 2015. The rally 

came after news that an 
explosion crippled a Libyan 
pipeline 

Rising services costs will 
test whether oil producers 
can make money on cheap 
oil. Over the past few years, 
US. energy companies have 
touted efficiency gains that 
have made it cheaper to 
produce oil and gas. Those 
efficiency gains are a mix of 
low oil field services prices 
and technological break 
throughs. 
More than half of the 

surveyed companies (S| 
percent) thought rising oil 

field costs would erase at 
least 75 percent of those 
efficiency gains 

Amazon says it sold ‘tens of millions’ 
of Echos, other Alexa devices during 

holiday shopping season 
By Matt Day 
The Seattle Times 

SEATTLE 
good Christmas 

The retailer said on Tuesdays that it sold 
“tens of millions” of devices the 
Alexa voice-activated digital assistant dur 
ing the peak shopping season. That lineup 
mchudes Amazon's Echo speakers and Fire 
TV streaming device, among other gizmos. 
Sales of Amazon devices were “millions 

more” than a year ago, when the company's 
holiday release touted sales of Alexa devices 
as in the “millions.” 

The Alexa sales range was among a bar 
rage of factoids Amazon released on its ac 
tivities during the holiday frenzy 

The disclosures lean the self- 
promotional and the trivial (“An Amazon 
Air cargo plane can hold more than 10,000 
Instant Pots™ and “Millions of customers in 
the U.S. watched deals with Watch a Deal™), 
but include some limited data that 
retail analysts will pick apart for hints at the 
health of Amazon's business. 
Among the more useful set 
During a single, unspecified week, 4 

Amazon's Alexa had a very 

say subscribers of Amazon's membership 
which costs $99 a year inthe US, 

Rp cid more on the foil oe thin on: 

More than one billion items were ordered 
from the of independent sellers on 
Amazon's Such sellers in re- 
cent quarters have accounted for half of the 
prodiets pusehased on Amgiincom. 
Among Amazon's expanding 
warehouses, 10 facilities managed to pack 
and ship more than one million 

Mark LenniharvAssocisted Press 

The Amazon Echo Dot is stocked on a shelf 
jars of Garlic Chill Sauce Dec. 20 at 

the Prime warehouse in New York 

cylindrical he gjaidet wid sulle, 

Howard Schnapp/Newsday via AP 

People ine up Tuesday at the Hempstead, N.Y , tax receiver's office 10 pay thelr real estate taxes 
before the end of the year, hoping for one last chance 10 take advantage of a 
tion before it is wiped out in the new year. The tax overhaul signed last week by 

tax deduc- 
Donald 

Trump puts a new $10,000 limit on the amount of state and local taxes people can deduct from their 

income when calculating their federal tax liability 

Homeowners line up at tax 
‘office to get major deduction 

Associated Press 

HEMPSTEAD, N.Y Homeowners 
are lining up in droves at local tax collec 

| tion offices, hoping for one last chance to 
| take advantage of a major tax deduction 
| before it is wiped out in the new year 

In H town Tax Receiver 
Donald Clavin said “thousands” of people 
packed his office Tuesday trying to pay 

| their 2018 property and school taxes a 
year in advance 

“This is almost chaotic,” Oyster Bay 
Tax Receiver James Stefanich told News. 
day . He said homeowners began lining 
up in the cold an hour before his office 
opened 

Similar scenes played out at tax collec 
tion offices around the country in places 
with high local taxes 

The tax overhaul signed last week by 
{ Republican President Donald Trump puts 

a new $10,000 limit on the amount of 
state and local taxes people can deduct 
from their income when calculating thew 
federal tax liability 

That new cap could translate into a tax 
| hike of hundreds or even thousands of 
dollars in mostly wealthier, high-tax com 
munities in California, Connecticut, New 
York and New Jersey and other states 

People in some communities are trying 

to effectively delay that hike for a year by 

paying their 2018 taxes in advance 

The IRS said Wednesday that some 
homeowners who prepay local property 
taxes due in 2018 will be able to claim the 
deduction on this year's returns, but only 
if the taxes have already been assessed 
and billed. People can’t guess at what next 
year's assessment might be, pay it now 
and claim a deduction for that amount 

“A prepayment of anticipated real 

property taxes that have not been assessed 
prior to 2018 are not deductible in 2017 
the IRS said on its website 

That distinction wasn't always clear to 

people flooding into local taxes offices 
after Christmas, or to the officials trying to 
help them. But most thought it was worth 
atry 

“1 know later on it is going to hurt me,’ 
Scott Arbuse, of East Meadow, New York 
said of the disappearing tax deduction as 
he waited to make a payment. “But at least 
| save some money now.” 

Across the country, Steve Sheffield 
made the same calculation as he went to 
pay his taxes in Sacramento, California 
“My accountant told me it was the thing 

10 do.” Sheffield told the Sacramento Bee 
“Next year, | probably won't be able to 
itemize" 

BYRON JOHNSTON 
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Trump succeeds when he gets out of the way 
B President’s achievements can 
be attributed to Republican policy- 
makers, activists and bureaucrats 

ontrary to what many icted, 
President Trump's end-of-year ac 
complishment list isn’t that skimpy 

That's an analytical observation. For 
many, particularly liberals and Democrats, 
Trump's first year hasn't been merely bad 
It’s a great evil, a grievous wound to the 
American body politic 
But even that is a kind of partisan 

tribute to what's been accomplished on 
his watch: a record number of judicial 
appointments, including a Supreme Court 
justice; the defeat of Islamic State; repeal 
of the Obamacare individual mandate; tax 
reform; and major rollbacks of various 
regulations, from arctic drilling to net 
neutrality 

It hasn't exactly been smooth sailing 
Trump 1s the most unpopular first-year 
president in American history, for reasons 
far beyond mere bad press 

Still, among conservatives, the tally 
of “wins” has sparked some intramu 
ral debates. The most prominent one 1s 
how Trump skeptics and avowed Never 
Trumpers should respond to those wins 
For writers such as the Washington Post's 
Jenniver Rubin and the Atlantic's David 
Frum. the only legitimate response is 

JONAH 

(GOLDBERG 
Tribune News Service 

either to ignore these successes or deni- 
grate them, lest people lose sight of the 
threat Trump poses to the country. Others, 
including myself, argue instead that one 
needn't deny the merits of a policy victory 
simply because the president might get 
credit for it 

This debate skips over the larger ques 
tion of whether these victories happened 
because of Trump or despite him 
On one level, the president always gets 

the credit — or blame —— for anything that 
happens on his watch. But Trump poses a 
challenge to such superficial scorekeep- 
ing. No president in American history has 
rejected Harry Truman's “The buck stops 
here” motto as vehemently or consistently 
as this one. He never accepts responsi 
bility for his own mistakes, never mind 
those of his administration or party. When 
American troops die, the commander in 
chief blames “the generals.” When legisla 
tion fails, Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell and the “establishment” are at 

fault. 
Trump boosters agree. Conservative 

writer Re Simon argues that all “re- 
maining Trumpers™ must apologize 
for being wrong about the president. He 
chalks up Trump's “astoundingly success- 
ful” first year to the fact the president is a 

But what evidence is there that Trump 
has actually learned the art of presidential 
management’ 

Aside from the mandatory flattery 
required of Republican elected officials, 
there's remarkably little testimony that 
Trump has involved himself in the process 
of governing. Tax reform was carried 
across the finish line by the GOP con- 
gressional leadership. Net neutrality was 
repealed by independent Republicans at 
the Federal Commemnications Commission 

Foreign policy is a more mixed If 
the president deserves credit for the defeat 
of Islamic State, it's because he let “the 
generals” do their thing. On the other 
hand, credit (or blame) for recognizing 
Jerusalem as the capital of Israel or pull 
ing out of the Trans-Pacific Partnership 
and the Paris accord on climate change 
certainly goes to him 

In general, it seems to me that Trump's 
success (such as it is) is less attributable 
to sudden mastery of the issues than to 
staying out of the way of rank-and-file 
Republican policymakers, activists and 

bureaucrats. 
For instance, the task of selecting 

Judicial ntees, sterting with Supreme 
Court Justice Neil Gorsuch, has largely 
been outsourced to the Federalist Soci- 
ety. When the president revealed his new 
national security strategy last week, his 
speech -- the usual campaign blather 
had only a passing resemblance to the un- 
derlying document. The tax bill is clearly 
more in line with House ker Paul 
Ryan's ideology than c: Trump's 
supposed ism. As for a counter ex- 
ample: ry was “hands-on” with 
Obamacare repeal, he often revealed he 
didn't even know what was in the 
legislation 

In 2016, some conservatives that 
Republicans should vote as if we live in a 
parliamentary democracy, electing a party, 
not a person. Trump's 3,000 political 
appointees would be better than Hillary 
Clinton's. That argument had its flaws, not 
least that voters tend not to compartmen- 
talize that way — which is why the GOP 
faces a potential bloodbath in the 2018 
midterms 

But there's merit to it as well. To listen 
to Trump's cheerleaders, the biggest ob- 
stacle to conservative victories is the party 
establishment, when in reality it looks 
more like it's running the show 

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency 
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US needs to slash 

contributions to 

United Nations 
ast week, Democrats and many in the mainstream media 

| became highly perturbed by the Trump administration's sug 
gestion that the United States might tie continued foreign ad 

to support for its agenda abroad. Foreign dictators agreed. Turkish 
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, who spent the last year arrest 
ing dissidents, announced, “Mr. Trump, you cannot buy Turkey's 
democratic free will with your dollars, our decision is clear” 
Herem lies the great irony of the United Nations: While it's the 

Mos Eisley of international politics a hive of scum and villainy 
and it votes repeatedly to condemn the United States and Israel, 

the tyrannies that constitute the body continue to oppress their own 
peoples. Among those who voted last week to condemn the U.S 
for recognizing Jerusalem as Israel's capital and moving its em 
bassy 10 Jerusalem were North Korea, Iran, Yemen and Venezuela 
Why exactly should the United States ever take advice from those 
nations seriously” 
We shouldn't. And we should stop sending cash to an organiza 

non tuat operates as a front for immoral agenda items 
The United Nations spends the vast majority of its time con 

demning Israel: According to UN Watch, the UN. Human Rights 
Council issued 115 resolutions from June 2006 to June 2016, 68 
of which were against Israel. the UN Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization only passes resolutions against Israel 
and the UN. General Assembly issued 97 resolutions from 2012 
through 20! 5, 83 of which targeted Israel 

Meanwhile, the UN. has done nearly nothing with regard to Syr 
1a It has instead suggested that Israel turn over the Golan Heights 
10 the Syrian regime. The U.N. can’t even successfully prevent the 
slaughter of the Rohingya in Myanmar. But they certainly have 
something say about whether the United States ought to recognize 
Jerusalem as Israel's capital 
One of the great lies of the Obama administration was that diplo- 

macy is a foreign policy. We often heard from it that the only two 
alternatives were diplomacy and war. That was the stated reason 
for pursuing a one-sided nuclear deal with Iran that left Iran with 
burgeoning regional power and legitimacy. “What? Do you want a 
war or something?" the administration asked 

But the moment that the Trump administration uses tools of 
diplomacy including financial pressure, to achieve American ends, 
the left complains. Would it prefer war? Diplomacy is a tool, not 
a foreign policy, and the use of diplomacy to pressure other na 
tions to follow our lead is not only smart but also necessary. That 
is why the Trump administration was exactly right to negotiate a 
$285 million cut to the UN's budget. Now we ought to slash our 
contributions to the counterproductive organization, since we pay 
one-fifth of the total bill 

The U.N. has always been a foolish fantasy, a League of Nations 
knockoff that's been about as productive and twice as irritat- 
ing. It's an outmoded organization that's outlived whatever small 
usefulness it once had 's no reason for us 10 continue cutting 
checks to prop up regimes that condemn us publicly for exercising 
the most basic standards of morality. 

Ben Shapiro, Creators Syndicate 
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Trump's name becomes racial taunt 
8 There's ample evidence that Americans 
were already racist long before the 
president entered politics 

here is a new form of hate speech that white 
people use to poke at Latinos. It goes like 
this 

“Trump! Trump! Trump' 
As President Trump concludes his first year in 

office, his “street cred” as a bully, demagogue and 
racist is well-established. And Latinos espe 
cially Mexicans and Mexican- Americans are 
his favorite pinata 
Whether he's slamming an immigrant, beauty 

queen, or federal judge, Trump can barely hide his 
contempt for America’s. largest minority. It's not 
enough that Latinos start businesses at a greater 
rate than others, receive the Medal of Honor in 
high numbers, help shape popular culture, pay 
their share of taxes and raise kids to respect 
authority 
Now, Latinos must put up with constantly be 

ing told they ‘re ruining the country and America 
would be a better place if they weren't in it. And 
all this isn’t just coming from some random crack 
pot. No sir. This crackpot is the leader of the free 
world 
When you consider everything that Trump has 

done to antagonize Latinos from threatening 
to create a deportation force modeled on 1954's 
“Operation Wetback™ to pardoning lawman- 
turned-outlaw Sheriff Joc Arpaio, who profiled 
them while enforcing immigration law — it's not 
surprising that Trump's name has become a racial 
taunt 

Politicians use code to send , but the 
public is pretty good at deciphering message 
that many Americans have received from Trump 
is that Latinos are a foreign menace that usurps 

, commits 
, speeds decay and 

RUBEN 
NAVARRETTE 

Washington Post Writers Group 

bleachers shouted the chant as players from Hart 
ford's Classical Magnet School, which is largely 
Latino, took foul shots during a basketball 

This sort of thing has been going on for the. 
last 2 1/2 years, ever since Trump announced his 
candidacy for president by accusing Mexico of 
sending its worst to the United States and calling 
Mexican immigrants rapists and criminals 
Sometimes, there are variations to the taunt 
Last year, the girls’ soccer team from Beloit 

Memorial High in Wisconsin, which is 
Stade op tugety SCL Atte. Jet the eld vaya: 
tized fans of the team from Elkhorn Area 
high School chanted: “Donald Trump, build that 
wall!” 

After the election, the Southern Poverty Law 
Center ished a called “The Trump 

Impact of the 2016 Election on Our 

immigrants. 
Calling this a “Trump effect” goes a bit too 

far. It implies that Trump made Americans racist, 
while there is ample evidence that Americans were 

racist long before Trump descended that 
Tower and entered politics. 
racism? Take a good look at the 

Sy canipsigh thar Bill snd Hilly Clition and 
ir 



This undated frame from the video shows video game play footage of a mass 

Cole Engineering services inc. vie AP 

simulation. The game designers listened to res! shooting 
dispatch tapes 10 understand the dynamics of such situations, as part a $5.6 U.S. million government-funded program known as the 
Enhanced Dynamic Geo-Social Environment 

School virtual shooter training |=: 
program aimed at survival 
By Curt Anderson 

Associated Press 

ORLANDO, Fla The shooter 
rapidly fires through the front doors of 
an elementary school with an assault 
rific and blasts his way down the hall 
way. Screaming children are runnin, 
for their lives or frozen in fear Teach 
ers quickly try to decide: barricade the 
Joors, or make a run for it with their 
students” 

Police officers armve with guns 
drawn, working their way through 
the school. Finally they confront the 
shooter and end the threat 

Using cutting-edge video game 
technology animation, the U.S 
Army and Homeland Security [ 
ment have developed a computer- 
simulator that can train everyone from 
teachers to first on how to 
react to an active shooter scenario. The 
training center is housed at the Univer. 
sity of Central Florida in Orlando and 
offers numerous role-playing opportu 
nities that can be to trazn anyone 
n the world with a computer 

“With teachers, they did not self 
select into a role where they expect to 
have bullets flying near them. Unfor 
tunately, it's becoming a reality,” said 
Tamara Griffith, a chief engineer for 
the project. “We want to teach teachers 
how to respond as first responders 

The $5.6 million program — known 
as the Enhanced Dynamic Geo-Social 
Environment, or EDGE - is similar 
10 those used by the Army to train 

soldiers in combat tactics and scenarios 
using a virtual environment 

Onginally designed for police and 
fire agencies, the civilian version 
1s now being expanded to schools 
to ullow teachers and other school 
personnel to train for active shooters 
alongside firs responders. Homeland 
Security officials say the schools 
version should be ready for launch by 

spring 
Each character has numerous op- 

tions, including someone playing the 
bad guy, said project manager Bob 
Walker. For example, each teacher has 
seven options on how to keep students 
safe, and some of the students in the 
program might not or be too 
afrard to react. So that becomes another 
problem to be solved 
“Once you hear the children, the 

screaming, it makes it very, very real, 
Walker sand 

The program can have the shooter be 
either an adult or a child 

“We have to worry about both 
children and adults being suspects,” he 
sad 

The program's designers listened 
10 real dispatch tapes to understand 
the confusion and chaos that goes 
along with such frightening situations, 
Giniffith said. They also talked to the 
mother of a child killed in the 2012 
mass shooting at Sandy Hook Elemen 
tary School in Newtown, Connecticut, 
who walked them through everything 
that happened that tragic day. 

“It gives you chills when you think 

about what's happening on those 
tapes.” Griffith said. “It tore us apart 
10 listen 10 her and what she went through.” 

But it all serves one main goal: to 
train educators to save lives when an 
armed attacker bursts through a school 
door. 

Another EDGE program, which was 
launched in June, has an active-shooter 
scenario involving a 26-story hotel that 
includes numerous possible environ 
ments for first responder training: a 
conference center, a restaurant, or of 
fice spaces. As many as 60 people can 
train on the program at once and can be 
located anywhere 

“It’s important that this provides 
agencies like fire and law enforcement 
an opportunity fo train together,” said 
Milt Nenneman, Homeland Security 
Science and Technology First Re- 
sponder Group program manager in 
a recent Justice Department article 
“Very seldom do they have the op- 
portunity to train together in real-life, 
and it is hard to get those agencies time 
away from their regular duties.” 

School safety advocates say safety 
training gets pushed to the back burner 
until a ragedy Amanda 
Klinger, director of operations for 
nonprofit Educators School Safety 
Network, said this new program could 
help change that 

“1 hope that people will sort of see 
this simulation as a really cool and en 
gaging way,” she said, “to think about 
school safety 

Trump’s Clinton tweets cut 
against Comey firing explanation 

his version of the facts By Eric Tucker 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON 
When President Donald 
Trump fired James Comey 
in May, he said he was 
acting on the recommenda 
tion of Justice Department 
leaders who had faulted the 
FBI director for releasing 
“derogatory information” 
about Hillary Clinton at 
the conclusion of the email 
server investigation months 
earlier. 

Yet with each tweet 
about the Clinton probe 
Trump seems to be further 
undermining his admin 
istration’s stated rationale 
for a termination that's 
now central to special 
counsel Robert Mueller's 
Russia investigation 

The disconnect between 
Trump's attacks on Com- 
cys handling of the email 

and the criti- 

i i F 

i " i 

messages from an FBI 
agent who worked on that 
probe 10 again deride the 
vestigation. And in a Sat 
urday tweet that appeared 
to suggest Clinton should 
have been prosecuted, 
Trump caustically referred 
10 “33,000 illegally deleted 
emails.” 

Yet those attacks are 
increasingly hard to square 
with a Justice Depart- 
ment memo that the White 
House held up as justifica- 
tion for firing Comey. That 
document, authored by 
Deputy 
Attorney General Rod 

help the president in that regard.” 

A lawyer for Trump did 
not return a phone message 
seeking comment 

Mueller's team has been 
interested for months in the 
circumstances of Comey 's 
firing, with prosecutors 
obtaining an initial White 
House memo, drafied but 
never released, that pur 
ported to lay out a basis for 
Comey 's removal 
The final memo the 

White House released on 
May 9, signed by Rosen- 
stein, castigated Comey for 
announcing that criminal 
charges were not war- 
ranted against Clinton 
even though such deter- 
minations are ly 
left to Justice 

for the news media as if it 
were a closing argument, 
but without a trial.” Rosen- 
stein wrote 

“It is a textbook example 
of what federal prosecutors 
and agents are taught not 10 do.” 

In a single-page letter to 
Comey released alongside 
Rosenstein 's memo, Trump 
raid he had accepted the 
Justice Department's rec- 
ommendation for termina- 
tion 
From the start, though, 

that explanation has been 
tough to reconcile with 
Trump's blistering at- 
tacks on Clinton, and his 
repeated assertions on 
the campaign trail and as 

Brrr! After record 
snow, bitter 

cold ahead for 
northern US 

Associated Press 

a record in a Minnesota city 
0 cold it's called the Icebox 
of the Nation, and will stay 
put for days to come as 
snow-hardened Erie digs out 
from a record snowfall 

Forecasters warned of 
| hypothermia and frostbite 
| from arctic air settling in 
] Sree Sottl S. and 

The National Weather 
Setvive icqoricd Leta 
tional Falls and Hibbing, 

| Minnesota, set record low 
| temperatures on Wednesday 
morning. International Falls, 
the self-proclaimed Icebox 
of the Nation, plunged to 37 
degrees below zero, break 
ing the old record of 32 
below set in 1924. Hibbing 

| bottomed out at 28 below, 
| breaking the old record of 
27 below set in 1964 
Wind chill advisories 

or warnings were in effect 
for much of New England, 

| northern Pennsylvania and 
New York. Those places 
and states in the northern 
Plains and Great Lakes 

| were projected to see highs 
in the teens or single digits 

| and lows below zero for the 
rest of the week and into the 
new year. 
The National Weather 

| Service said wind chills in 

the daily snowfall record 
for the Great Lakes city of 

| 8 inches, and 26.5 more 
inches on Tuesday. More 
than 65 inches have fallen 
on the city since Christmas 
Eve, with several more 
inches falling Wednesday as 
residents dug out in fngid 
temperatures. 

Strong westerly winds 
over Lake Erie picked up 
moisture, developed into 
snow and converged with 
opposing winds, dumping 
snow in a band along the 
shore from Ohio to New 
York, said Zach Sefeovic, 

Luke 217-18 
When they had seen him, they spread the 
word concerning what had been told to 
them about this child, and all who heard 
it were amazed at what the shepherds 

said to them. 

a National Weather Service 
meteorologist in 
Cleveland. 
Sabrina Ram drove into 

Erie on Christmas Eve to 
visit her parents just as the 

“In D.C., we'd be out of 
commission for weeks,” 
Ram said. “Things here are 
pretty much back to normal 
now. 
She said she was go- 

ing to build a snowman 
but didn't know where to 
start — “where do you put 
i” and she went outside 

to clear off the satellite 
dish before falling face first 
into the snow because she 
couldn't figure out where 
the porch ended. 

“1 totally just flew for- 
ward while my dad laughed 

In New York, communi- 
ties near Lake Ontario's 
castern end, including 
Redfield and Boylston, also 
saw around $ feet of snow 
this week. 

The storm's timing was 

for Christmas, giving plows 
more space 10 clear streets, 
officials said 
By Wednesday, Erie's 

roads were relatively clear, 
emergency calls were rela- 
tively slow and the big task 
was out, County 
Executive Kathy Dahlkem. 
per said 
“We're used 10 a lot of 

snow here in Erie, but this is 
unprecedented, the amount 
we got,” Dahlkemper said 

In Millcreek, outside Erie 
it took Kathleen Palkovic 
and her son two hours to 
shovel out so she could 
make it 10 her waitressing 
job. The S-mile drive to 
Dave's Diner in downtown 
Erie took an hour. Palkovic 
and the cook the res. 
taurant at a little after 6 am 
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Heightened security in Las 
Vegas on New Year’s Eve 
By Regina Garcia 

Cano 
Associated Press 

LAS VEGAS — An 
unprecedented number of 
law enforcement officers 
and National Guard mem- 
bers will be on duty when 
tens of thousands of 
gather to ring in 2018 on 
the Las Vegas Boulevard, 
just three months afier one 
of the world’s most famous 
roadways became associ- 
ated with the deadliest mass 
shooting in modem U.S. 
history. 
The Las Vegas Metropoli- 

tan Police will 
have every of working 
Sunday, while the Nevada 
National Guard is activating 
about 350 soldiers and air- 
men after lawmakers earlier 
this month approved tripling 
the state funding for the 
event's security measures. 
The federal government 
1s also sending dozens of 
personnel to assist with in- 
telligence and other efforts 

“I'm confident every 
available resource is being 
used to make sure this New 
Year's Eve will be safe.” 
Clark County Sheriff Joe 
Lombardo said during a 
news conference 
Wednesday 
Tounsm officials expect 

about 330,000 to come to 
Las Vegas for the fes- 
tivities that are anchored 
by a roughly eight-minute 
firework display at the top 
of seven of the destination's 
casino-hotels. The show will 
start 10 seconds before mid 
night Sunday at the Strato- 
sp The other firing 
locations are at the Venetian, 
Treasure Island, Caesars 
Palace, Planet Hollywood, 
Ana and MGM Grand 
The U.S. Department of 

Homeland Security recently 
upgraded the city's New 
Year's Eve on its list of 
special events that due to its 
economic or social impact, 
length and attendance could 
be potential targets of crime 
nal activity For the first 
time, the celebration was 

Steve Marcus/Las Voges Sun vie AP 

Clark County Commission Chairman Steve Sisolak looks over 
alcohol in glass botties before a news conference Wednesday 
on New Year's Eve security at Metro Police Headquarters in Las 

Glass bottles, backpacks and coolers are not permitted on 
The Strip on New Year's Eve, police said 

ranked in the highest cat- 
, which also includes 

the Super Bowl 
The designation of the 

Special Event Assessment 
Rating | leads to a sub- 
stantial increase in federal 
resources. Lombardo said 
the assistance will include 
intelligence personnel who 
wili analyze social media 
and other information, 
medical technicians and 
helicopters. 
The change in rating was 
not a direct result of the 
mass shooting carmed out 
by a high-stakes on 
Oct. |. The man killed 58 
people and injured hundreds 
more after he shattered the 
windows of his suite on the 
32nd floor of the Mandalay 
Bay hotel-casino on the 
Strip and unieashed gunfire 
on a country music fest 
val below. He then killed 
himself. 
Lombardo said no spe 

cific threat to the festivities 
has been discovered. Snipers 
will be posted for the first 
time during the event. Buses 
and other large vehicles will 
block key intersections to 
try to prevent anyone from 
plowing onto crowds 
Clark County Commis- 

sion Chairman Steve Sisolak 
said crews have installed 
nearly 800 steel posts along 
the Las Vegas The 
bollards are of with 

standing a head-on colli- 
sion from a 15, 
vehicle traveling at S50 mph. 
The county plans to install 
un additional 7,500. 
The number of National 

Guard soldiers and airmen 
activated in connection with | 
Sunday's festivities is more 
than double compared to last | 
year. They will be at several 
locations, including McCar- 

Casino, will be staffed 
by officials from Clark 
County's building and fire 

wind speeds that exceed 10 
miles per hour can lead 10 
the show's cancellation 
The visitation 

figures provided by the Las 
Vegas Convention and Visi 
tors Authority shows a drop 
of 1.2 percent compared to 
last year. Visitors are ex 

pected to spend $254.3 mil 
lion. More than 97 percent 
of the city's nearly 149,000 
hotel and motel rooms are 
expected 10 be booked 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — A co-creator of MTV's 
“Unplugged” has died of injuries suffered 
when he was hit by a taxi while walking 
his 

Jim Burns was walking the dog on Sat- 
urday when he was struck by a 
cab making a turn onto Manhattan's Fifth 
Avenue, police said. Burns, 65, suffered 
a serious head injury and died from his 
injuries on T 
The taxi driver remained at the scene 

Police still were investigating on 
Wednesday. 
An MTV spokeswoman said the net- 

work was saddened to lcarn about 
the death of Burns, who created “MTV 
Unplugged” with Robert Small 

“As co-creator of the beloved ‘Un- 
pl " franchise, his groundbreaking 

continues to resonate with audiences 

By Jeff Martin 
Associated Press 

ATLANTA — A Georgia who 
says he was barred from sidewalks 
and feared arrest for spreading the gospel on 
the fringes of a large outdoor concert in Al- 
lanta is challenging the restrictions in court 

| Ina federal lawsuit, Eric Love says his 
free rights were violated outside the 

| Shaky Beats music festival, which drew 
thousands in May to downtown Atlanta's 
Centennial Park 

Love is asking a judge to decide whether 
| the G World Congress Center 
| Authority and its police force can prohibit 

from the surrounding sidewalks. 
oversees the park, which was 
1996 Olympic Games. 

| has cited a Georgia law 
| that allows it to ban solicitation and other 

| on free speech, one of Love's lawyers, Terry 
| LI maintains in the suit 

i sidewalks arc just like any other 
sidewalks — they ‘re used by the public and 

| they really ought to be to the public.” 
said Tony Mangini, attorney for 

| AVE. cig i an iervice Wioiesday 
| the Memphis, Tennessce- 

Center for Re 
| which is 
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Co-creator of ‘MTV Unplugged’ 
dies after being hit by taxi 

around the world,” MTV said in a state- 
ment. “Our thoughts and prayers go out to 
his family and loved ones.” 
Small said Buins was “a terrific human 

“He could make fun of without 
them feel bad,” told the 

New York Post. “He just had a knack for 
making people 

Police initially said Burns was with a 
guide dog when he was struck, but that ac- 
count was contradicted by family friends, 
who said he didn’t have vision problems 
and the dog was a pet. 

The dog, named Jules, wasn't injured 
and was being cared for by a neighbor, 
Burns’ friend Paul Ward told the Daily 
News. 
“Many of his friends have taken comfort 

in knowing that the end of his life came 
doing his favorite thing ... walking Jules to 
Central Park.” Ward said 

Preacher fights ban on spreading 
gospel on Atlanta sidewalks 

Georgia Gov. Nathan Deal, who is named 
as a defendant, did not immediately return 
messages Wednesday from The Associated 
Press secking comment 
Love cares decply about people, so he “is 

compelled to tell people about Jesus Christ 
and his offer of salvation.” the lawsuit states. 

“Love does not yell when he preaches; 
he only speaks loud enough to be heard by 
those near him, like someone delivering a 
speech in public,” Lioyd wrote. 

Al the May concert, Love was on a 
sidewalk outside the park near the entrance 
when he and two friends were confronted 
by the authority's police officers, he said 
They were told they needed a permit to 

express their views on the sidewalk, but 
were not eligible for such a permit and 
would have to move, the complaint states. 

At one point, one of Love's two friends 
was handcuffed and placed in the back of a 
police vehicle but later was released, Love's 
lawyer wrote 

“Love desires to retum to the 
public s adjacent to Centennial 
Olympic Park and share his religious views 
whiic large events are taking place in the 
park, but he does not want fo risk criminal 
arrest,” Lloyd wrote 

His lawyer wants the matter resolved so 
that Love can without fear of being 
arrested the SwoetWater 420 Fest, 
another large concert scheduled for the park 
in April 
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WEEKENDE 
YOUR GUIDETO EVENTS INTHE PERMIAN BASIN 

HEAT INDEX: Ring in the 
New Year at these area parties 

wine and beer, charcuterie and 
more. Space is limited, so reser 
vations are required. Deadline 1s 

By Rich Lopez 
jriopez@mrt.com 

Party people are not lacking in 
options when it comes to ring 
ing in the New Year on Sunday 
From speakeasies to grand open 

, there will be a spectrum of 
cotcbrations in Midland before 
starting in on those resolutions. 
Here are some places to make your 
midnight toast to 2018 

New Year's Eve Seeaxeasy 
AT MioLanD Been Garoen 

Go back in time with this "20s 
themed celebration. The event will 
feature a costume contest, mid 
night cha ne toast aad brunch 
Music by the Jack Nelson Band 

Sees yo © atnoon at 7112 W 
Highway 80. No cover. midland 

com 

New Year's Eve 
Basu ar Tre Ban 

This nightlife staple will cel 
with live music by Jay 

The full menu will also 
be available for dinner. Reserva 
tions encouraged 
Doors at 6 p.m. at 606 W. Mis 

souri Ave. $20 

Tre New Year's Eve 

BawL aT Rowumne 7s Rance 

This Las Vegas-style event will 
put guests’ betting skills to the test 
with a casino and $1,000 worth 
of chips with ticket purchase. A 
truck auction adds to the excite 
ment. The event includes a live DJ, 
dinner, open bar with a midnight 
champagne toast and fireworks 
Only 350 tickets are available; 
they will not be sold at the door. 
To make your reservations, call 
432-741-2317 

6:30 p.m. at 11700 W. County 

Road 122, Odessa. $250. R 7rec 
com 

New Year's Eve 
AT Amcos 

Get a double feature of music 
with the Chet Johnson Band and 
the Justin Taylor Band headlining 
this bash 
Doors at 7 p.m. at 4700 Golder 

Ave. Odessa. $25 advance, $30 
door. dosamigos.com 

New Year's panty ar 
Wooos 

Lyncu Post 19 

The post opens up its ballroom 
to feature music by Dennis Snyder 
and the Sundowners. The event 

bo 3 

will feature snacks, party favors 
a cash bar and champagne and 
breakfast at midnight Fo make 
reservations, call 682-3511. For 
those 21 and older. 

7:30 p.m. at S01 Veterans Air 
park Lane. Advance $30-$50, door 
$40-360 

New Year's Eve ar 
Sant Geonce Haul 

Why not take a road trip into 
2018? Head to Marfa for Hotel 
Saint George's party featuring a 
heavy line-up of music headlined 
by Jimmie Dale Gilmore and 
Butch Hancock. The show also 
features The Mastersons, Colin 
Gilmore, Nic Armstrong and the 
Thieves and Rory Hancock. The 
buffet dinner menu will feature 
candied applewood-smoked bacon 
strips, charcuterie, beef tender- 
loins, grilled lamb chops, choco 
late truffles and champagne gelees. 

7:30 p.m. at 105 S. Highland 
Ave Marfa. $30-$500. ticketstripe 
com/marfanye2017 

“Oun Fist Year" 
AT Bean AnD 

This new specialty 

its grand open- celebrates 
ing with a New Year's Eve party 
The event will feature champagne, 

that's 

Tommy Wiseau’s ‘The 
Room’ gets wide release 
14 years after premiere 
By Peter Sblendorio 
New York Daily News 

fi
 

it
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WANT TO GO? 

today. Formal wear required 
Spm at 3211 W. Wadley Ave 

$100. beanandgrapemidland.com 

“A NiGHT IN 
Howwrwooo:” 
ToasTING FOR TALS 
New Year's Eve Basu 

Benefiting the Midland Humane 
Coalition, this glitzy party will 
feature music by the Plush Party 
Band. Tickets will also include 
one drink, hors d'oeuvres, dessert 
bar, photo booth, silent auction 
and midnight ¢ toast 
Best of all, guests can also help 
the organization with its efforts to 
place some 1,000 pets a year in 
forever homes 

9 p.m.-1 a.m. at DoubleTree 
By Hilton, 117 W. Wall St. $75 
midlandhumane. org 

New Year's Eve 2017 
AT Tus N THE 
DousLeTres sy Hiwron 

The hotel's own party will 
feature food, cocktails and daric- 
ing in its onsite ni lub. Make 
a staycation out of it with hotel 

that include a room, din- 
ner and tickets to the event 
9pm. at 117 W. Wall St. 510 



Editor's note: Recurring events 
wil likely be affected by the 
holidays. Consider reaching out 
directly to confirm schedules 

CLASSES, 
LECTURES & 
WORKSHOPS 

Open Shop Nights 
are hosted by the Midland 
Gem and Mineral Society. 
Visitors can watch mem- 
bers cut rock and work on 
lapidary projects. 6:30-9 
m. Mondays at 602 §. 
ain St midlandgemand- 

mineral.org 

Palette Club Painting, 
9 a.m. to noon, Tues: 
at the Palette Club. 907 W. 
Wadley Ave. paletteciub- 
midland.com 

Watercolor art class- 
es by Sara Drescher. 
The class is for all levels 
10 am. and 6 p.m. Tues- 
days and Thursdays at Arts 
Council of Midland, 1506 
W. illinois Ave. To register, 
email sara@artbysaradb 
com 

EVENTS 

Starbright Village. 
View the largest display 
with more than 300,000 
lights and holiday displays 
6-11 p.m. nightly through 
Monday at McKinney Park, 
625 W. Pool Road, Odessa 
Free. odessatxparks.org 

New Year's Eve Bash 
with live music by jay 
Zertuche, party favors, 
champagne and breakfast 
burritos at midnight. full 
menu available for dinner. 
Doors at 6 p.m. Sunday at 
The Bar, 606 W. Missouri 
Ave. $20. Reservations 
encouraged 

New Year's Eve 
Speakeasy with the 
Jack Nelson Band 
features a "20s-themed 
costume contest, midnight 
champagne toast und 
brunch. Music ins at 
9 p.m. Sunday at land 
Beer Garden, 7112W. 
Highway 80. midlandbeer- 
garden.com 

New Year's party with 
Dennis Snyder and the 
Sundowners features 
snacks, party favors, a 
cash bar and champagne 
and breakfast at midnight 
Sunday at American Legion 
Woods Lynch Post 19 
Ballroom, 501 Veterans Air- 
park Lane. Advance $30- 

$50, door $40-$60. Call 
682-3511 for reservations 
For those 21 and older. 

The New Year's Eve 
First Snow 
Ball features a live DJ, 
dinner, open bar, casino 
and truck auction with a 
midnight c toast 
and fireworks. 6:30 pm 
Sunday at Rolling 7s Ranch 
Event Center, | |700W. 
County Road 122, Odessa 
R7rec.com 

117 W Wall St. $75. mid- 
landhumane.org, 

New Year's Eve fea- 
tures food, cocktails and 

Hotel packages 

CALENDAR 
HAP 

CALF 

NING THIS WEEK 

ROPING 
EE TAT 

downtown branch, 301 W. 
Missouri Ave. co.midiand. 
ocus/lib 

E Storytime 
at a 4:30 pm 
(2-6 years) Fridays at Mid- 
land County Public Li 
Centennial branch, 2503 
Loop 250 N 

Old Miner's Maze 
interactive adventure 
features a maze, rock walls, 
mechanical bull and more 
6-10 p.m. Friday, noon-8 
p-m. Saturday and noon 
to 6 p.m. Sunday. 4305 N 
County Road | 140. Od- 
minersmaze com 

“The Story of Fer 
dinand” storytime with 
activities to follow. | | am 
Sanita) at Barnes and 
Noble , 2617 
WL 250 N. barne- 
San com 

Storytime offers songs. 
stories and literacy 
activities for ages 2 to 6 
and their caregivers. 4:30 
p.m. Tuesdays at Midland 
County Public Library 
Centennial branch, 2503 W. 
Loop 250 N. 

Storytime at the Li- 
brary. 10:30 a.m. (birth-2 
years), | 1:30 am. (2-6 
years). Wednesdays. Tickets 
required for later sessions 
due to limited space. Mid- 
land County Public toy 
Centennial branch, 2503 
Loop 250 N 

FINE ART & DANCE 

CLOSING: The works 

260-5428. midlandshuttie- 
services.com 

Hold ‘em tour 
naments, 7 p.m. Fridays at 
The Detour. | 709 Rankin 

Hwy. 

Bridge lessons, 10am 
Saturdays at Allison Bridge 
Center, 913 W. Wadley Ave 
$3. permianbridgeciub.com 

Bingo, 6 p.m. Mondays 
and Ti at the Tall 
City VFW Post 7208, 1306 
E. Taylor Ave. Children 
welcome 

Bridge game play, 
6:45 pm A 
Wednesdays Thurs- 
days; | p.m. Tuesdays: 10:30 
am. Saturdays; 1:30 pm 
Sundays. Allison Bridge 
Center, 913 W. Wadley Ave 
$6. For more information 
call 682-8595 

Monday Mayhem 
features unlimited bowi- 
ing for $14.09 with free 
shoe rentals after 8 pm 
Bowlero, 5320 W. Loop 
250 N. bowlero.com 

Live Trivia by Chal 
lenge Entertainment. 7 pm 
Tuesdays at Basin Burger 
House, 607 N. Colorado 
St 

Two-Doller 
with the same price for 
games, shoes, select beers 
and arcade card after 8 
pm. Bowlero, 5320W. 
Loop 250 N. bowlero.com 

7 p.m. Wednes at True 

| season two's opening episode 
| a0 ah relUI Sd 4 Ma: aucon at the 
view. 4. 

COMING SOON 

JANUARY 

Sandhills Stock and Rodeo Show, jan. 4-14 at Ector 
County Coliseum, 4201 Andrews Highway, Odessa. $16- 

“Disney Live! Mickey and Minnie's Doorway to 
1 AEA Dana 4 and 3.7 27 Jan 4 at figher 
performing Arts Center, 1310 N. 

Road 1788. $23-$53. wagnernoel.com. 

Chet Band, 8 pm. Jan. 4 at Rockin’ Rodeo, 
4400 N. Big Spring St. rockinrodeomidiand.com. 

First The art of Kerry McLain, 6 pm. jan § 
at Kamiposi, 510 S. Big Spring St. 

Texas Pride, 9 pm. Jan. 5 at Your Place, 3704 W.Wall 

signing: Tyler Frick will sign copies of his 
Pravaiing SOUL pioon lan. £ 8: Barnes and 

Noble Booksellers, 2617 W. Loop 250 N. barnesandnoble 
com. 

“What Do You Do With a Chancel!” ime. || 
am. jan. 6 at Barnes and Noble Booksellers, 2617 W. Loop 
250 N. barnesandnoble.com. 

Colt Ford, Jan. 6 at Dos Amigos, 4700 Golder Ave. 
Odessa.dosamigos.com. 

Midland Walkabout Club 
Wall. The walk will be in conjunction with the Monah- 
ans Sandhill Resolution Run/Walk. Midland members will 
meet at jumburrito by Midland Park Mall to carpool to 
Monahans at 7 a.m. The Monahans event begins at 9 am. 
Jan. 7. $25. Register at active.com or raceentry.com. For 
more information about the club, visit midlandwallabout. 
org 

Basin PBS Preview: “Victoria.” The first hour of 
will be screened. Guests 

pm. Jan. 7 at junior League of Midland, Ww. 
Dengar Ave. Free. basinpbs.org 

Crowder, 7 pm. Jan. | | at Wagner Noel Performing 
Arts Center, 1310 N. Farm-to-Market Road 1788. wag- 

| nernoel.com 

“Allen intrusion: Unmasking ¢ Deception.” 7 
| pm. jan. 11 at Tall City Stadium 14,4915 SW Loop 250 N. 

2.5 pm.and 7-9 pm. at 
KC's Nutty Roller. 1004 
Andrews Highway Kcsnut- 
tyroller.com | Healthy City will lead guests throughout H-E 

$15.13. fathomevents.com 

Sleepsent, 7 pm. Jan | | at Kamiposi, 510 S. Big Spring 
Se 

January Grocery Store Tour by 
to learn 

| about whole foods, plant-based groceries and reading 
Yoga at the Museum 

for museum members. 
8 a.m. Wednesdays at Ellen 
Noel Art Museum, 4909 
E. University Bivd. Odessa 
Free. noelartmuseum.org 

Kundalini with 
Kasie Lunson. All levels 
are welcome. Bring a mat 
and dress in comfortable 
c 6:30 p.m. Wednes- | 
ds a Kamipons 3108 Bg | 
Spring St $5 

Adult Kickball, 2 p.m 
Thursdays. Visit facebook 
com./groups/midiandkick- 
ball for more information 

Free skateboarding 
lessons, noon- 1:30 p.m 

at RTD Skate- 
park tepark com 

ROAD TRIP 

New Year's Eve with 
Jimmie Dale Gilm- 
ore, Butch Hancock, 

| labels. Only 10 spots 

Metropolitan 
14,4915 SW Loop 250 N 

| wagnernoel.com 

| Metropolitan 
City Stadium 14,4915 SW Loop 

available and registration is required 
7:30 pm. Jan. | | at H-E-B, 5407 Andrews Highway. $5 
ourhealthycity.com 

Rob Schneider: An of Lies. 8 pm. Jan 12 at 
| ig Ars enter, 1310 N. Farm-to- 
| Mater Rood 1788. $35-360. wagnernoel.com 

Runnin’ Blind, 9 pm Jan. 12 and 13 at Your Place, 
3704 W.Wall Se 

Nature 
Nickell. 9 am.-3 pm 
1307 E Wadley Ave. §. 
sibleynaturecenter.org. 

Syadgigon. Soo 11 am jan 13 at Barnes 
and Noble 17W. Loop 2150 N. barnesand- 
neble.com 

“The 

with Michael W. 
13 at Sibley Nature Center, 
members, $40 nonmembers 

House” looks at the history of the 
Opera. 12:55 pm. jan. 13 at Tall City Stadium 

15.13. fathomevents com 

Lates Spectacular ieacuring Bie iuvicof Blok 
Ars 

rket Road 1788. $32-347 

“The House” looks at the of the 
Opera. 12:55 and 6:30 p.m. 7 a Tall 

N. $15.13 fathom 
events com. 

Fu Panda” with Matthews Martial Arts. 6 pm “Kung 
| Jan 18 at Barnes and Noble Booksellers, 2617 W. Loop 
| 250 N. barnesandnoble.com 

“Mary and the Witch's Flower.” 7 p.m. ( 
| and 8 pum. (subtitled) jan. 18 at Tall City Stadium 14, 4915 
SW Loop 250 N. $16.21. fathomevents.com 

An with Gladys Spm jan. 18m 
ager Rohm ER 10 N. Farm-to- 

Road 1788. wagnernoel com. 

“Food Truck: The Play” written and directed by 
Midlander Chase Cochran. 7:30 pm. Jan. 19 and 20 at the 
Yucca Theatre, 208 N. Colorado Ave 

Lost and Found, 9 pm. Jan. 19 and 20 at Your Place, 
3704 W. Wall Se. 

Donnie Evetts, 9:30 pm. jan. 19 and 20 at The Bar. 

with activites to follow. | | am. jan 
Noble Booksellers, 2617 W. Loop 250 

“Youl" 
20 at Barnes 
N. barnesandnoble.com. 



ON SCREEN 
In Netflix’s ‘Wormwood,’ Errol Morris 
blurs the line between fact and theories 

rmy scientist Frank Olson plunged 
A 10 his death from a Manhattan hotel 

window in 1953. The authorities 
deemed it a suicide. His son contends he 
was murdered by the CIA 

Director Errol Morris examines both 
possibilities in painstaking detail — ex 
ploring Eric Olson's lifelong obsession 
with dacovering the truth surrounding his 
father's mysterious death — in “Worm- 
wood,” a six-episode docu-series stream- 
ing Friday on Netflix. (It will also be 
released in select theaters as a 240-minute 
film.) 

In Morris’ hands, it's as much a true- 
crime whodunit as a conspiracy theorist's 
dream come true, replete with covert, 
Cold War-era CIA operations, chemical 
and Jivehviogical warfare, government 
espionage and state-sponsored murder. 
The results are a mixed bag of gripping 

narratives and thinly sourced theories, 
firsthand accounts and cinematic re- 
creations, exhaustive research and flagrant 
conjecture 

Morris upended the world of documen 
tary filmmaking with 1988s “The Thin 
Blue Line,” a masterpiece that elevated 
(or, some would say, compromised) the 
medium and helped free an innocent man 
serving a death sentence for murders he 
did not commit. Morris deviated from the 
traditional, just-the-facts approach with 
his use of fictional, dramatic re-creations 
and speculative scenanos, making his own 
theories central to the theme 

Reenactments are now a standard tool 

of the trady. vi) true-crime networks such 
as Oxygen and Investigation Discovery 
But in the hands of less artful directors, 
dramatizations by amateur actors are ofien 
as distracting as they are unintentionally 

amusing 
With “Wormwood.” Moris reclaims the 

approach he popularized by employing 
accomplished performers such as Molly 
Parker, Tim Blake Nelson, Peter Sars 
gaard and Bob Balaban to bridge the gup 
between fact, presumption and fantasy 
Enc Olson claims that, in the weeks 

before his father's death, Frank Olson 
became part of a CIA experiment when he 
was unwittingly fed LSD by a colleague 
Frank had been working on a top-secret 

LORRAINE 
Au 

Los Angeles Times 

ject but had become increasingly disil- 
usioned with the agency he worked for. 
He reacted poorly to the drug and was 
deemed unstable and a potential threat to 
CIA security. 

As absurd as it sounds, documents 
uncoverad over the years by journalists 
such as Seymour Hersh val many of 
Olson's claims. Reams of clas- 
sified revealed that his father was, 
i , part of an LSD experiment, and 
the experience triggered a deep ion 
that caused Olson to take his own life. The 
family was paid $750,000 in compensa- 
tion by the ment 

Eric Olson, however, makes the case 
that his father was murdered and backs up 
his claim with decades’ worth of convine- 
ing research 
Olson is a character unto himself, an 

awkward yet brilliant Harvard alum, a 
sychotherapy researcher who spent his 

t years consumed with his father's 
death He's not an emotional or warm fig- 
ure, so sticking with him here as a viewer 
means becoming invested in his obsessive 
quest. It's a big ask that may be too much 
for the mildly interested 

But he’s an irresistible figure for the 
conspiracy-minded: “He was losing 
control,” explains Eric of his father, “and 
there's a premium placed on control,” he 
says of the CIA 
Documents obtained here include an al 

leged CIA assassination manual from the 
1950s that provides a step-by-step guide 
on the best way to dispose of someone 
“Push them off a high window or ledge,” it 
reads, and Morris peppers the scene with 
news clips of several other men connected 
with the CIA who fell from windows 

Interviews with Olson's former col 
leagues, Hersh and witnesses such as the 
hotel night manager on duty the night 

Bright’ is when Harry 
Potter vomits in cop flick 

hat old Hollywood standby, the 
| venerable buddy cop movie, may 

have met its anguished demise this 
holiday season. Will Smith just killed it 

Virtually every permutation of the genre 
has been done ~~ we've seen black cops 
teamed up with white cops, black cops 
with black cops, white cops and other 
white cops, a white cop and a Latino cop 
an Irish cop with a Yank cop, two women 
cops, and human cops with dog cops 

Alas, the category will likely not sur 
vive the latest: a human cop teamed up 
with an Orc. Yes, that's ight an Orc 
along with Elves, Fairies and at least one 
Centaur. Even with Smith being his most 
charming singular Smith, “Bright” is a 
total mess 

To prepare for writing “Bright” it 
seems Max Landis decided to throw every 
cop film cliche into a Cuisinart, put it 
on the high setting and leave the top off 
This film is what happens when Harry 
Potter throws up on “Training Day,” “16 
Blocks,” “The Wire,” “48 Hours" and 
Police Academy.” 

It opens in an alternate reality of South 
Central Los Angeles a gritty, graffiti 
covered, gang-infested patrol area that 
includes Eres in thick gold chains and 
sweatsuits drinking liquor in front of burn. 
ing barrels and listening to rap. Elves, on 
the other hand, seem to be prissy, elitist 
and vapid. They live in — wait for it 
Elftown 

Smith's Officer Ward has just returned 
to the job after being shot and is assigned 
to reunite with his rookie partner, Nick 
Jakoby, the first Orc to serve with the 
LAPD. Jakoby is played by Joel Edger 
ton and he is mede 10 look like a hunk of 
Roquefort cheese rotting on an August 
afternoon 

Because Ores have in the been 
horrible to humans, Jak aces bitter 
resentment from fellow who call 
him a “diversity hire." He also is hated 

a cop first or an Orc first. (And what his 
cars might taste like on a nice multigrain 
cracker.) 
Wsa spot to be in, made worse 

because likes the police. (As 
Ward's daughter points out: “Why do you 

MARK 
KeNNEDY 

Assodioted Press 

ing on a city-wide nonsensical search for 
a rare magic wand. Cue the car chases, 
over-the-top gang members, throat slitting, 
martial arts moves, torture and gas station 
explosions. (Warning: Many, many Orcs 
were harmed making this film. Logic was 
also badly injured) 

Wait, hold up. Did we really just say 
“‘wand™? Yes indeed, this alternate | A 
reality may have Uber, former “Fear 
Factor” host Joe Rogan, Toyota Corol 
lac and topless bars, but it also has a dark 
prophecy, "enegade Elves, a Magic Task 
Force and a wand that has enormous 
power. “This is like a nuclear weapon that 
grants wishes,” we are told by someone in 
a straight face. Only a Bright — a person 
with supernatural abilities — can use it 
correctly. They might not even know they 
arc a Bright. You can see where this film 
is going even without being very bright 

vid Ayer is the director and he's had 
a role in other cop films, helming 
“End of Watch” writing “Training 
Day.” This, though, is a labored affair with 
little stylistic coherence. The scenes fit 

and the hunor is forced 
it's to span a day and 

it rains the film needs that 

manipulative touch. 
Actually, there's not an original thing in 

the film, with the possible exception of a 
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Olson fell to his death lay the groundwork 
for a tale of state-sponsored murder and 
cover-up that goes all the way up to Pres:- 
deat Ford. Some of it's believable, some 
of it 100 intent on bringing Eric Olson's 
fantasies and ni to life 

This isn’t Netflix's first rodeo in the 
arena of true crime. 2015°s “Making 
a Murderer” helped put the streaming 
service on the map in that regard, inciting 
a national conversation about the guilt or 
innocence of convicted murderer Steven 
Avery. Though wildly successful, it was 

also amateurish and irresponsible, pushing 
so hard in one direction to Avery's 
innocence that it became blinded to its 
own glaring bias 

Morris is much better than that, and 
with “Wormwood.” he never promises 
to wrap up the mystery of Frank Olson's 
death in a neat little package. It's a son's 
journey to find closure that makes this 
absorbing, if not slightly paranoid, series 
worth your time 

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency 

Chilelhood Home 
A PRESIDENTIAL SITE 

GEORGE ce) 

10 AM-5 PM Tues.-Sat., 2-5 PM Sun. (Tours given until 4:30) 
1412 W. Ohio, Midland, TX 

432-685-1112 

fan us on facebook & Lwikter 

New 

We will be closed 
New Year’s Day 

(Open regular hours on other days) 

ER 

“We will open the book. Its 
pages are blank. We are going 
to put words on them ourselves. 
The book is called Opportunity 

and its first chapter is 
New Year’s Day.” 

Thank you for a great 2017! 



‘mother!’ 

_ 7] 

‘mother!’ isn’t for everyone, 
maybe not for anyone 

PICK O' THE WEEK 

“mother!” (R) Darren 
Aronofsky 's mind must 
be both compelling and 
repulsive, much like his 
latest film. “mother'” is a 
dark, dreamlike film that 
rarely goes to a happy 
friendly place, like many 
of his films. From his 
first feature, “Pi.” to the 
disturbing “Requiem for 
a Dream,” through his 
Oscar-contender, “Black 
Swan.” his audiences are 
in for quite a nde. Even 
his “Noah” couldn't stick 
with the biblical story. But 
his films also share another 
trait: endless fascination 
You may not like the 
direction they take, but 
you can’t stop from going 
there. “mother!” is just 
such a film. Filled with 
uncomfortable but (mostly) 
plausible situations, the 
descent into madness isn't 
just for the young bride 
played by Jennifer Law 
rence. The audience might 
just question what is play 
mg out, as well It’s a film 
that's not for everyone. It 
may very well not be for 
anyone, but the journey is 
impossible to resist. A 

ICK! O' THE WEEK 

“Birth of the 
on” (PG-13) Story of a 
legendary fight between 
Bruce Lee and kung fu 
master Wong Jack Man 
has some decent chore- 
of reflective of the 
1 fighting it repre 
sents. Lee was never short 
on confidence but he had 
a charisma that made him 
likeable. This it of 
him does not do him any 
favors; it portrays him as 
arrogant, cocky and thor 
oughly detestable. D 

MORE REVIEWS 

“Blood Money” (R) 
Lukewarm action fare star- 

3, 

Darren Aronofsky’s 

ReeledStream 

FILM CAPS 

“A Bad Moms Christmas” (R) Three 
mothers face the mast daunting holiday — 
coupled with visits from their own moms — in 
this sequel to the 2016 comedy. With Mila 

“Daddys Home 2” (PG-13) Sensitive 
stepdad Will Ferrell and macho dad Mark Wahi. 
berg return in this sequel to the 2015 comedy. 
this time dealing with the arrival of their own 
fathers just in dime for Christmas. With Linda 

making of Tommy Wiseau's cult landmark “The 
Room.” with Franco giving a fully committed, 
‘even haunted performance as Wiseau 
“Downsizing” (R) A stressed Omaha 

couple choose to take part in a groundbreaking 
experiment where they're shrunk to § inches 
all With Matt Damon, Christoph Waltz, Hong 
Chau, Kristen Wiig. Written by Alexander Payne 
& jw Taylor. Directed by Payne. 
“Father Figures” (R) Two brothers set 

out to find their biological father after discov- 
aring everything their mother told them was a 
fle. With Owen Wilson, Ed Helms, |. K. Simmons, 

by a book by Munro Leaf and Robert Lawson 
p Directed by Carlos Se'danha. 

8] “The Greatest Showman” (PG) Hugh 
Jackman stars as PT. Barnum, the | 9th century 

A empresario who created entertainment known 

% | Efron, Rebecca Ferguson, Zendaya. Songs by 
| Benj Pasek and justin Paul Written by jenny 
| Bicks and Bill Condon: story by Bicks. Directed 
by Michael Gracey 

Welcome to the jungle” 
(PG-13) Four teenagers find themselves inside 
an old video game console featuring ferocious 

| realism and danger With Dwayne johnson, jack 
Black, Kevin Hart. Written by Chris McKenna & 
Erik Sommers and jake Kasdan & Scott Rosen- 

| berg & jeff Pinkner; story by McKenna, based 
on the book by Chris Van Allsburg, Directed by 
Jake Kasdan 

“Justice League™ (PG-13) Batman and 

& 
By Nancy Adamson | nedomson@mrt.com 

REDBOX'S TOP 10 
The top 10 DVD rentals ac Redbox kiosks for the week of 

Dec. 1& 
|. Kingsman: The Secret Service 
1 Atomic Blonde — Universal 
3. The Hitmans Bodyguard — Lionsgate 
4. Detroit — Fox 
5 American Assassin 

“Demon Hole” 
(unrated) A drilling crew 
unearths an ancient demon 
on sacred Native American 
land in this cheesy film that 
dares cast itself as a horror 
movie. This is one of those 
so-bad-it's-good movies 
It would have been so 
much better if more effort 
had been put into the look 
of the “demon,” which is 
given a much scarier look 
on the DVD cover. Had 
that creature been in the 
film rather than the old, fat, 
bald guy with bad hy 
this would have been a dif- 

Lionsgate 

“Leatherface” (R) 
“The Texas Chainsaw Mas- 
sacre” is an unquestionable 
legend in horror movie 
history. Although watch- 
ing it now promotes more 

Wonder Woman recruit a team of superheroes 
to defend the planet against a new threat With 
Ben Affleck, Henry Cavill, Gal Gadot, Raymond 
Fisher, jason Momoa, Ezra Miller. Written by 
Chris Terrio and Joss Whedon; story by Terrio 
& Zack Snyder, based on characters from DC 
Entertainment, Superman created by jerry 

black, one white — struggle to farm the Missis- 
sippi Delta under Jim Crow laws during World 

“Pitch Perfect 3” (PG-13) Graduated 
from college and struggling to find jobs on their 
own, the Bellas reunite for a USO tour With 
Anna Kendrick, Rebel Wilson, Hailee Steinfeld 
Written by Kay Cannon and Mike White; story 
by Cannon, based on the book by Mickey Rap- 
\dn. Directed by Trish Sie 
“Star Wars: The Last jedi” (PG-13) 

Rey continues her search fos the truth behind 
the Force in Episode Vil. With Daisy Ridley, 
Adam Driver, john Boyega, Oscar Isaac, Mark 
Hamill, Carrie Fisher Written and directed by 
Rian johnson; based on characters created by 
George Lucas. 
“Thor: Ragnarok” (PG-13) Chris Hem- 

sworth stars in the third installment as the 
thunder god is held prisoner without his mighty 
hammer With Tom Hiddleston, Cate Blanchett, 
Idris Elba, jeff Goldblum, Tessa Thompson, Karl 
Urban, Mark Ruffalo. Anthony Hopkins. Written 
by Eric Pearson; story by Craig Kyle & Chris- 
topher Yost and Pearson, based on the Marvel 
Comic. Directed by Taka Waitid. 
“Three Billboards Outside Ebbing, 

Missouri” (R) Uncommon writer-director 

and Sam Rockwell present a savage film, even a 
dangerous one, the blackest take-no-prisoners 
farce in quite some time 
“Wonder” (PG) The facial differences that 

a fith-grader was born with present challenges 
during entry into a mainstream school With 
Julia Roberts, Owen Wilson, Jacob Tremblay, 
Mandy Patinkin, Daveed Diggs. Written by 
Jack Thorne and Steven Conrad and Stephen 
Chbosky; based on the novel by R_ |. Palacio. 
Directed by Chbosky 



: The wiseman built his house on a rock JAE, 

“ROOFING=2 Then he hired Hartman to roof it!!! OOFIN 
432-522-1117 All Types of Roof and Roof repair ® Free Estimates \pantion this ad. and receive $300.00 

QUALITY, INTEGRITY, EXPERIENCE Commercial ®» Residential off a full roofing job or $50.00 off any 
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED!!! www.HartmanRoofing.com repair of $200.00 or more 

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE HAGAR THE HORRIBLE 

YOU NOTCH THE TREE ON THE 
SIDE YOU WANT IT TO FALL THEN 
CUT INTO THE OTHER, 60F 172 

0. nove sea sor Many rovas Bun tawee. 

Nam Tus [iain ogy lt ts. 

"*Are you Kidding met! You ACTUALLY thought 
that Elon Musk is & men's cologne 



WEEKENDER 

WEEKENDER PUBLISHES A PORTION OF THE RESTAURANT GUIDE FACH WEEK. ENTAER PRICE RANGE 1S BASED ON THE AVERAGE ENTREE PRICE ON THE MENU: 
$= 51-10, $3 = $10-20 AND $$$ = $20 OR MORE. RESTAURANTS ARE GIVEN A GENERAL RATING BASED ON QUALITY OF FOOD, SERVICE, CLEANLINESS, ATMOSPHERE AND OVERALL EXPERIENCE. 

1 SPOON = POOR, 2 SPOONS = AVERAGE, 3 SPOONS = ABOVE AVERAGE, 4 SPOONS = GOOD AND 5 SPOONS = EXCELLENT. 

SUBWAY 
Ten Locanons sw Miouano 

WHICH WICH 
100 N. Mam St, Sure 400 (Pus One moss LOCATION) | 685-1203 

POTBELLY SANDWICH SHOP 
401 N.Loor 250W. | 704.5500 

FIREHOUSE SUBS National chain with 
tribute to local firefighters. Try the meatball 
sub or the italian. Order it “fully involved™ if 
you want all the veggies, mayonnaise, mustard 
and a pickle slice. 2900 W Loop 250 N._, 689. 
6500 | firehousesubs.com | § | 4 spoons 

JASON'S DELI National chain has a salad 
bar that's hard to beat and a nice selection 
of sandwiches and soups. Plenty of vegetar- 

tan, organic and gluten-free options. 4610 N. 
Garfield St. Suite D 1-8, 682-2200 | jasonsdell 
com | § | 4 spoons 

JERSEY MIKE'S SUBS The New jersey 
based sub shop offers freshly sliced meats and 

special sauces on its made-to-order sand- 
wiches. 4400 N. Midland Drive, 695-9990 | 
jerseymikes.com | § | 4 spoons 

JIMMY JOHN'S GOURMET SAND- 
WICHES The chain puts an emphasis on 
freshness of ingredients in its menu selections. 
which includes sandwiches, chips and cookies. 
3201 N. Midland Road Suite | 10, 689.0468 | § 
| 4 spoons 

LIVING 360 ORGANICS All organic 
non-GMO menu includes juices, smoothies 
and acai bowls. Soups change daily. Sandwiches 

DECEMBER 31ST | 

wraps and a la carte items are available. Try the 
cold quinoa salad and a cup of soup. 321 IW 
Wadley Ave. Suite 21, 262-3411 | iving360or- 
ganics.com | § | 4 spoons 

McALISTER'S DELI Hot and cold 
sandwiches, salads and soups. Combo options 
let you customize your meal and watch your 
calorie count. Two Midland locations. 2306 
Rankin Highway, Suite 100, 687-0880 | 4415W 
Wadley Ave. 694-1800 | mcalistersdell.com | § 

| 4 spoons 

MURRAY'S You're sure to spot someone 
you know at this Midland lunch hotspot. Try 
the cheese soup or the turkado with curly 
fries. 3211 W Wadley Ave. 697.3433 | § |S 
poons 

PANERA BREAD Freshiy-baked 
pastries and cookies paired with one of 
its coffee drinks makes this a nice dessert 
spot. Or snag a one of their many types of 
breads on display. Salads, sandwiches and 
soups make up the menu for a nice lunch 
or dinner. 2804 W. 250 N., 689-0933 
| panerabread.com | $$ | 5 spoons 

POTBELLY SANDWICH SHOP With 
a fairly small menu, the chain sticks to classics 

such as ham and cheese, turkey and Swiss 
and roast beef with provolone. The shop also 
features a plethora of salads, cooldes, shakes 
and soups. 1401 N. Loop 250 W, 704.5500 | § 

| 3spoons 

SCHLOTZSKY'S Chain serving dell fare, 
such as its original sandwich, specialty piz- 

as, soups and salads. Two locations: 5211 W. 
Wadley Ave. 683-9169 | | 109 Andrews Hwy. 
689.2067 | schlotzskys.com | § | 4 spoons 

SMILING MOOSE DELI Open for 
breakfast, lunch and dinner, this dell serves 
breakfust burritos, wraps, soups, sandwiches 
and salads. The namesake sandwich starts with 
ground beef on a hoagie bun. 3322 North 
Loop 250 West, 697-3354 | smilingmoosedell 
cum | $ | 
4 spoons 

SUBWAY The popular sandwich chain has 
10 focations in the Tall City. The menu offers 
standard dell fare such as turkey and roast 
beef on your choice of bread along with heart- 
healthy items, all veggie sandwiches, salads 
and breakfast specialties. 610 N Big Spring St. 
682-4816 | 300'W Wadley Ave, 682.5541 | 329 
Dodson St, 684.0005 | 1220 N Midkiff Road 
483-8132 | 101 E Longview Ave. 685-5090 

— 

| Westwood Village | 4310 West linois Suite 
140, 689-3469 | 4324 Andrews Hwy. 520- 
0770 | 4509 N Big Spring St., 684-4058 | 4517 
Midland Dr. 699-1991, 3201 Scate Highway 58 
683-8132 | 2109 S. Midkiff Road, 684-4533 | 
4400 N. Midiiff Road, 699-2428 | subway.com 
|'$ | 4 spoons 

SWENSEN'S One menu for sandwiches, 
burgers, patty melts and salads and an entirely 
separate full menu for ice cream. Try the 
sourdough cheeseburger Friendly service and 
a clean atmosphere. 900 W. Loop 250 N., 570- 
7271 swensens.com | § | 4 spoons 

TASTE@S08 Stop by the chic downtown 
cafe for breakfast, lunch or a coffee break We 
recommend the chocolate croissant, Cubano 
Westie panini and beet and goat cheese salad 
S08 W.Wall Sc. 687.1755 | tasteSO8.com | § | 
4 spoons 

WHICH WICH in addition to custom 
sandwiches, Which Wich also offers shakes, 
cookies and ice cream sandwiches. The 
restaurant has free Wi-Fi, and several sitver 
chairs and tables outside for sunnier days. Ywo 
locations: 100 N Main St Suite 400 685-1203 
| 3415 N Loop 250'W #505, 704.5097 | $ | 4 

spoons 

AIL , A / 

“Proceeds to ‘Benefit ‘Permian ‘Basin Ist ‘Responders with New ‘Bullet “Proof Vests 

es | Tickets $250.00 
ONLY 350 TICKETS WILL BE SOLD! 

1in 350 chance to win a new Pickup, Gourmet Meal, Open Bar, LIVE DJ, Champagne Toast at Midnight, Fireworks, $1000.00 in Casino Money 

Casino “Prizes Include: Golf Cart, Golf Clubs, Shotgun, 
Spa ‘Day, ‘Texas Hold'em Sets, Gift Certificates, and many more!! 



SPORTS Please see Friday's edition for 
complete Texas Bowl coverage. 
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Astros star Jose Altuve named AP Male Athlete of the Year 
By Kristie Rieken 

Associated Press 

HOUSTON - - Jose Altuve 
led the Houston Astros to their 
first World Series title with a win 
over the Los Angeles Dodgers 
in November and picked up the 
franchise's first MVP trophy in 
more than two decades a couple 
of weeks later. 
And as his huge 2017 is com 

ing to a close, the diminutive 
second baseman already is look 
ing for more 
“Winning the World Senes, 

winning the MVP, you feel like 
you have everything,” Altuve 
told The Associated Press. “But 
my perspective is to try and get 

School 

better every year and if we win 
one World Series, why not win 
another one? Just keep playing 
for the team and keep playing for 
my city.” 

Altuve, who was one of only a 
handful of players who endured 
the Astros’ painful rebuilding 
process en route to this year's 
championship, which gave hope 
to a city ravaged by Hurricane 
Harvey, was chosen as The As- 
sociated Press Male Athlete of 
the Year. 

Results of voting by U.S 
editors and news directors 
was announced Wednesday 
The S-foot-6 dynamo got 715 
points, beating out New England 
quarterback Tom Brady, who 
had 646, and third-place finisher 

Cleveland Cavaliers star LeBron 
James, with 626. 
On Tucsday, Katie Ledecky 

was named AP Female Athlete 
of the Year. 

Altuve is a five-time All-Star 
who led the majors with a career- 
high .346 batting average and his 
204 hits topped the American 
Longue He 1s the first player in 
MLB history to lead his league in 
hits in four straight seasons. He 
tied a career-best with 24 homers 
and had 81 RBIs. He was second 
in the AL by scoring 112 runs, 
his on-base percentage of 410 
ranked third, he was third with 
32 steals and his .547 slugging 
percentage ranked sixth. 

Please see ALTUVE/2( 

James Durbin/Reporter- Telegram 

Lee's Zhuric Phelps takes the ball down the court against Lubbock Coronado Nov. 28, at Lee High Midland High's Taysha Rushion (14) dribbles against EI Paso EI Dorado's Akil Alexander (15) in the 
Tall City Oiman’s invitational Tournament on Dec. 8 at Lee High School 

. 

Mark J. TorriWAP File Photo 
Astros’ Jose Altuve hits a home run against the Los 

during the 10th inning of Game 2 of baseball's World Series 25in Los 

James Durbin/Reporter-Telegram 

The 25th annual Byron Johnston Classic begins today 
By Will Korn and 

Christopher Hadorn 
whorn(@mrt com 

hadorniamrt. com 

Since 1993, the final days of December have signaled 
a special time for basketball in the Tall City, as the Byron 
Johnston Holiday Classic takes center 

The tournament, now in its 25th year of existence, is set 
to run today through Saturday and welcomes eight boys 
and girls teams from around the state. In typical tourna 
ment fashion, games will be played in pool format at 
Chaparral Center and Midland High, with a lone 7:30 p.m 
Friday contest at Lee 

Representing the boys field are host and defending 
BJHC champion Midland High (6-8), crosstown rival Lee 
(6-10) and Class 6A foes Houston § Woods (7-8), El 
Paso Pebble Hills (9-4), Belton (9-7), € sa High (11-3) 
and San Angelo Central (2-8). Plainview (9-7) is the boys 
field's lone Class SA team 
MHS head coach Shan Hooker said he's thrilled to be 

a part of one of the most competitive tournament fields in 
recent memory 

“1 think it is a good draw and a tournament that 
(tournament committee member) Blake (Johnston) has put 
together,” Hooker said. “He wanted some different types 
of teams and styles that we don't ordinarily get to see. It's 
acing wo be Shit 0 Jay sunnc of those teutns, sepecially 
some teams well known for their athletes, such as 
and Spring Woods. It's a good tournament. | don't think 
there are any cupcakes and I'm looking forward 10 it” 
Johnston, an MHS grad who played on the Bulldogs’ 

199% state cl team and at the University of 
Oklahoma from 2000-03, said he and the committee made 
it a priority this year to include a more geographically 
diverse field 
The tournament will feature teams from central Texas 

(Belton and Lake Travis girls), from southeast Texas 
(Houston § Woods boys) as well as contingent of 
squads from El Paso and the panhandle 
“That was a big focus following last year's tournament.” 

Johnston said. “We the tournament last year 
but we had a shared vision of more teams from 
around the state back in. ( attending) is a 
great testament to what we're trying to do every year” 

Of the eight boys teams, five are returning from last 
year’s tournament, with Pebble Hills, Belton and Spring 

Woods bei 
head coach 
year's 
sation for this s title. 

In the girls he host Lady Bulldogs (13:8 will be 
joined by fetiow Tal City teams Lee (3.5) and Midland 
Classical (8-5), both 2016 tournament participants. The 
Lady Rebels are the tournament champions. 

In addition, Austin Lake Travis (8-11), Plainview (12-8) 
and Bushland (10-4) are also back for another year, as six 
of the eight participating teams were 2016 
The two newest teams are El Paso Pebble Hills and El Paso 
Jefferson. 
Pebble Hills, which opened in 2015, is an up-and- 

coming girls basketball that has established itself 
in District 1-6A, the district that MHS and Lee 
will face in the bi-district round of the playoffs if the two 
Tall City teams are able to secure postseason berths. 

“1 really like having two EI Paso teams,” said MHS girls 
head coach Wes Torres. “1 like that brand of 

basketball that they play in El Paso and us getting to see 
it year in, year out in our own tournament | think is a posi 

the newcomers. Plainview, under longtime 
Hagerman, fell to MHS, 66-61 in last 

game and expects to be in the conver. 

Please see JOHNSTON/M( 

Heisman finalist Love to lead Stanford against TCU 
By Jim Vertuno 
Associated Press 

SAN ANTONIO — Another 
season, another Stanford player 
as a Heisman Trophy finalist 
With Cardinal players mak- 
ing the trip to New York five 
times since 2009, it’s become as 
predictable as anything in college 
football 
Running back Bryce Love is 

the lztest. But unlike his pre 
decessor Christian McCaffrey, 
Love will be his team. 
mates for what could be his last 
bow! game 
McCaffrey, a Heisman finalist 

in 2015, bolted for the NFL after 
fis Joni sgagom fn. 2016, Opting 
to skip his bow! fo prepare 
for the NFL Love, a j J 
will lead the Cardinal (9-4) into 

's Alamo Bow! 
(10-3) TCU, 
Love 't decided hg 

play,” Shaw said. 

i 
fi
2t
hs
t1
s 

“He's just thought about the 
bowl game. Afler the bow! game 
I'm sure he'll talk to his family 

He's just excited to go and 

Love” 
Pity TCU. For the second 
consecutive game, the Horned 
Frogs faces a Heisman finalist 

Even with 1,973 yards and 17 



DAILYRUNDOWN | Tough year, and tough times ahead for the NFL 
FROM STAFF AND WIRE 

ON THE AIR ene nlf down, though 
commissioner 

By Tim Dahlberg 

COLLEGE FOOTBALL 
Bowl vs 

Ney 1230 pm. EGPN 

Tulane at Temple, 6 pm 
ESPN2 
Houston at USF. 6 pm 

ESPNews 
Providence at St. John's, 6 

p.m. FSN (FSSW+) 
Tennessee State at UT 

Martin, 6 p.m. CBSSN 
Louisiana Tech at Western 

Kentucky, 7 p.m., beiN 
Pacific at Gonzaga 8pm 

ESPN2 
Portland at BYU, 8 p.m 

BYUv 
LSU at Memphis. 8 pm 

TCU, 8 p.m., KXCS 105.5 FM 
(Big Spring) 
Holiday Bowl: Washington 

State vs. State, 8 
p.m. KMND 99.5 FM/1510 AM 

| NBA 
New York &t San Anto- 

nio, 7.30 pm., KBYG 106 1 
FMW/1400 AM (Big Spring) 

WHAT'S ON DECK 
HS Boys Basketball 

first time in a half century or 
50 the league's warts are on 
prominent display. 
The national anthem con- 
troversy has hurt far more 
than the league is willing to 

NFL Commissioner 
news conference after 
in lrving. 

admit, reaching all the way 
into the White . And 

measures taken to 
protect brains, it's 
increas clear that there 
is little anyone can really do 

Goodell listens 10 a question during a 
NFL owners winter meeting on Dec. 13 

about concussions in a very 
violent sport. 

Tum on the TV on any 
given Sunday and there are 
wide swatches of empty 
seats in stadiums in some 

Roger 

about year. 
Tiers mighting aroong 

owners that out in 
a ic wey over 

s new contract 
extension. And there's a 

chance players won't 

10-year i 
the 2020 season and demand 
guaranteed contracts like 
players get in almost every 
other sport. 

Even the official pizza of 
the NFL appears to be in 

" by the 

By Dave Skretta 
Associated Press 

KANSAS CITY, Mo. 
Patrick Mahomes B sapped 
a 34-year streak in which the 
Chiefs eschewed drafting 

| a quarter- 

regular-season debut for the 
Chiefs when they visit the 
Denver Broncos on Sunday 
in an otherwise meaningless 
game. It will be the first time 
since Steve Fuller in 1979 
that Kansas City has started 

their victory last week over 
Miami. And with no way 
to improve their playoff 

it makes sense 
for coach Andy Reid to give 
Smith and a few others the 
week off. 

Still, the decision adds 

Rookie QB Mahomes to start for Chiefs in game at Denver 
expensive — his contract is 

astronomical next season 
or 100 old to effectively play 
the position 
Mahomes showed off 

a rocket for an arm dur- 

MHS, Lee at Byron Johnston Holiday Classic 
Spring at Monshans Tournament 

Tournament 
Andrews at Littefield Tournament 
Stanton, Coshoma and Garden City at Mary Tatum Tourna- 

ment in Big Lake 

some intrigue to a game that 
had precious little of it 
Mahomes was the first 

drafted by the 
Chiefs in the first round 
since Todd Blackledge in 
1983, a maddening stretch 
of time for their long-suf- 
fering fan base. But it was 
a move Reid was willing 
10 make with an eye on the 
future, when the 33-year 

| back in the 
first round 

traded up 
to pick him 
10th over- 
all carlier 
this year. 

| Now, 

| he's set to 
snap an 
even streak 

to go,” said Mahomes, who 

won the backup job to Alex 
Smith in training camp but 
hasn't seen the field since 
the preseason. “I'm ready to 
£0 out there and try the best 
| can to win a . 
The Chiefs (9-6) don't 

need to win it, though. They 
clinched back-to-back AF( 
West titles for the first time 

protege: Brett Favre. He also 
has a gunslinger's mentality 
that stands in stark contrast 
to Smith, whose penchant 
for check-downs and con- 
servative decisions has led 
the Chiefs to four playoff 
appearances in five years but 
failed to win over a fanbase 
shat prefers the high-octane 

MHS, Lee and MCA at Byron Johnston Holiday Classic 
MCS at Weliman-Union Tournament 
Greenwood at Caprock Tournament, Lubbock 
Andrews at Litefleld Tournament 
Big Spring at Albany Tournament 
Coahoma at Sterling City Tournment 

Slaton at Garden City 2p m 

JC Mens Basketball 
Midland College at Phoenix College 8 p.m 
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Mahomes will make his in franchise history with old Smith will either be too offenses of yesteryear. 

Granlund gets game-winner; Wild beat Stars 4-2 
By Mike Cook 
Associated Press 

ST. PAUL, Minn Mikael Gran 
lund scored the tiebreaking goal in 
the second and the Minnesota 
Wild beat the Dallas Stars 4-2 on 
Wednesday night 

Jared Spurgeon, Eric Staal and 
| Jason Zucker also scored for Min 
nesota, which won for just the second 
time in six games. Charlie Coyle had 
two assists and Alex Stalock made 

| 24 saves 
Tyler Seguin and Mattias Janinark 

| scored for Dallas 
Granlund, who had a career-high 

| 26 goals last year, has eight this 

11 games 
With the Wild on the power play 

and the game tied 2-2, Granlund 
charged in from the left wall to put 
home a rebound after a redirect from 
Zucker was stopped by Ben Bishop 
at 13:08 of the second period 

Zucker added an empty-net goal 
shortly afier Janmark missed on a 
breakaway in the final few seconds of 
the game 

It marked just the fourth time in 12 
games Minnesota scored more than 
two goals 

Seguin's fourth goal in three games 
a redirect of an Esa Lindell shot 
gave the Stars a 1-0 lead midway 

through the first period, but Spurgeon 
tied the game by tapping in a cross 

seconds left in the frame 
Dallas lost for the fifth ime in 

21 games when scoring first. Staal 
scored 5:12 into the second before 
Janmark scored on the power play 
Wednesday was a step forward 

for a pair of previously injured Wild 
players 

Goaltender Devan Dubnyk served 
as the team’s backup afer missing 
six games with a lower body injury 
and left wing Zach Parise said after 
the team's morning skate he is going 
10 AHL lowa for a rehab assignment, 
although the team has not officially 
announced the move. The plan is for 
Parise, who had back surgery Oct 
24, 10 play Thursday in lows, return 
to Minnesota and decide the next 

| season and only one mn his previous 

ALtuve 
From IC 

His work made him the 

second Astro to win an 
MVP award , joining Hall 
of Famer Jeff Bagwell, 
who pleted up the Na 
tional League's honors in 
1994 
Altuve carried his stel 

lar regular season into 
the postseason, where he 
paced the Astros in their 
ALDS win over the Boston 
Red Sox by hitting .533 
with an outrageous | 133 
slugging percentage 

Altuve spent his early 
years with the Astros toil 
ing in relative obscurity 
as Houston lost 100-plus 
games in each of his first 
three seasons 
from 2011-13 was 
no denying his superstar 
status this season as the 
Astros won 10] games, 
and he became one of the 
best stories early in the 
postseason when he hit 
three homers in their Game 
| win over Boston 

est players in the majors, 
Altuve certainly isn’t 
known as a slugger, but 
that performance made 
him just the 10th player 
in major league history 
and first since 2012 to hit 
three homers in a playoff 
game. Altuve's story of 
once being sent home from 
a tryout because he was 
00 short has been well 
documented as he has risen 
to fame. But on the day his 
huge game led the Astros 
to that playoff win, he 

ly summed up the 
mindset he's carmied since 
that setback 
“As soon as | cross the 

white line, | feel the same 
size as everyone else,” he 
said, 

Altuve’s grit and deter- 
mination is evident 
time he takes the field. His 
teammates marvel at the 
fact that no matter how 

he is, he's always 
to do better. 

“He has four hits and 
he's like, ‘Carlos | never 
had a five-hit game before, 

crease feed from Coyle with 40 4 step 

let me try to get the fifth 
hit," shortstop Carlos 
Correa said “He's always 
striving for more. And 
that's what I've learned 
from him that makes me 
better every, single day.” 

home after spending his 
entire professional career 
with the Astros. He took 
feat pride in wearing the 
Houston Strong patch on 
his uniform throughout the 
playoffs as a reminder of 
what the city went through 
during the storm and how 
difficult the rebuilding 
process would be 
He said people approach 

him often to say thank you 
for ing the Astros win 
their first title and for be- 

i 
“We had the responsibil- 

ity of making it happen for 
the city,” the 27-year-old 
said. 10 win 
the World Series for the 
city. We just wanted to try 

MIDLAND HUMANE COALITION 
Upcoming EVENTS 

12/31 Toasting for Tails New Year's Eve Bash 
at DoubleTree 9 pm - 1am 
tickets: toastingfortails.eventbrite.com 

PLEASE VISIT THE EVENTS SECTION OF OUR WEBSITE 

WWW. MIDLANDHUMANE.ORG 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

ENHANCED ADOPTION CENTER 
Open for adoptions Mon. - Sat. 12-7 & Sun. 12-6 

to see a smile from them 
Since winning the 

World Series, Altuve has 
been welcomed to Disney 
World by Mickey Mouse, 
been a guest on “The 
Tonight Show Starring 
Jimmy Fallon” and been 
named Sports [Hustrated 
Sportsperson of the Year 
along with Texans star 
J.J. Watt. Despite all this, 
Altuve has remained the 
same humble, soft-spoken 
man he was when he first 
broke into the majors in 

2011 
“1 don’t think I'm the 

face of the city or the 
Houston Astros,” he said 
“I'm just another guy 
who is playing hard to 
make dreams come true 
My dream was to win the 
World Series and | know 
the fans’ dream was to win 
the World Series as well 
So we are on the same 
page and | really enjoy my 
time in Houston.” 



Elizabeth Conley / Houston Chronicle 

Texas Longhorns wide receiver John Burt (1) celebrates his touchdown catch with his teammates during 
doors Texas Bow! against Missouri at NRG Stadium on Wednesday. in Houston. Texas was leading 26-16 in the fourth quarter st press 
tme Wednesday See coverage of this game in Friday's paper 

the Academy Sports + Out- 

Clash of styles: Oklahoma State, 
Virginia Tech to square off 

By Tim Reynolds 
Associated Press 

Mike Gundy and Justin 

Fuente have plenty in com 
mon. They were both born 
in Oklahoma. Both were 
recrutted by Oklahoma 
State. And both had virtu 
ally the same assessment 
of what awaits them in the 
Camping World Bow! 

An interesting chal 
lenge.” Gundy said 

A tremendous chal 
lenge,” Fuente said 
Both coaches are night 

Gundy and high-octane 
Oklahoma State (9-3) will 
face off with Fuente and 
airtight Virginia Tech (9-3) 
on Thursday in a bow! 
matchup that will be an 
ultimate clash of styles 
one of the best offenses in 
America versus one of the 
best defenses. The Cow 
boys score an average of 
46.3 points per game; the 
Hokies give up an average 
of 13.5 

“This could very well be 
the best defense that we've 
competed against,” Gundy 
said of Virginia Tech. “You 
know, there's different 
ways to make that opinion 
Sometimes you do it on 
athleticism. Sometimes 
do you it on scheme. But 
when you look at what 
they ‘ve accomplished with 
the group that they have in 
the end, it comes down to 
Do you keep them from 
scoring of not?" 
And with the Hokies, the 

answer to that is usually 
yes 

The overwhelming 
majority of FBS teams this 

season posted no shutouts, 
Virginia Tech led the na 
tion with three. The Hokies 
have given up 162 points 
m 2017, which is 37 fewer 
than the Cowboys scored 
m November alone 

But when Fuente looks 
at Oklahoma State on film, 

Okdahoma St quarterback Mason Rudolph looks 10 the sidelines during a game between Kansas 
and Oklahoma St on Nov 25 in Stillwater, Okla 

he doesn’t see a whole lot 
of weakness 
“The thing that stands 

out about Oklahoma 
State, | think, are their 
skill players,” Fuente said 
You look at wide receiv 

ers, running backs, a big 
NFL quarterback, push 
the tempo and, you know, 
scored points in bunches 
That's not to say that they 
aren't good in the other 
phases of the game. They 
are. They're very sound 
and well prepared and have 
done a fantastic job." 

Here's some of what to 
know going into the Camp 
ng World 1 
SCORING POKES: 

Oklahoma State is the 
first Big 12 team to have a 
4,000-yard passer (Mason 
Rudolph), a 1,000-yard 
rusher (Justice Hill) and 
two 1,000-yard receivers 
(James Washington and 
Marcell Ateman). Wash 
ington is this season's 

Biletnikoff Award winner 
as the nation’s top receiver, 
with 69 catches for 1,423 
receiving yards and 12 
touchdowns this season 
He leads the nation with 
17 catches for 30 yards 
or more, and he needs 68 
yards for the school career 
receiving yards mark 
DEFENSIVE LEAD- 

ERS: Virginia Tech is 
fifth in points allowed per 
game this season, along 
with second in third-down 
conversion defense and 
third in red zone defense. It 
also helps that the Hokies 
aren't penalty-prone (4.6 
per as a team for 40 
y ) and control the ball 
(averaging 32 minutes per 
game on offense). And no 
one runs it up on the Hok 
ies; they allowed 31 points 
only once this season, 
while Oklahoma State 
scored at least 31 in || of 
its |2 games. 
AT STAKE: Both teams 

are chasing a 10-win 

season, which would be a 
school-record third straight 
for Oklahoma State and the 
second straight for Virginia 
Tech — which is also bid 
ding to a bow! game for 
the fourth consecutive year 
Hokies quarterback Josh 
Jackson could become the 
first freshman in Blacks- 
burg to win 10 games as a 
starter since Michael Vick 
did in 1999. 
COMMON OPPO- 

NENTS: The teams have 
two common opponents 

this season, both going 2-0 
against West Virginia and 
Pitt. Virginia Tech won 
those two games by a com- 
bined 13 points; Oklshoma 
State won by a combined 
49 points 
UNCOMMON OP- 

PONENTS: This is only 
the third time the programs 
have faced off. The Hokies 
and Cowboys split two 
games in 1971 and 1972, 
both winning at home 

Virginia, Navy compete for winning season in Military Bowl 
By David Ginsburg 

Associated Press 

ANNAPOLIS, Md Virginia has 
already accomplished plenty this sea- 
son, tripling its win total from a year 
ago and reaching a bow! game for the 
first time since 2011 

That's not quite enough for second- 
year coach Bronco Mendenhall, who 
won't be satisfied unless the Cavaliers 
defeat Navy on Thursday in the Mili- 
tary Bowl 

“It’s one thing to ify,” Menden- 
hall said i rer aes 
to gorfostn wel and win the gute. 

inginia (6-6) hasn't won a postsea- 
Son game since Minnesota 
in the Music City Bow! under Al 
Groh in 2005. Cavaliers are also 
seeking their first winning season in 
| 

postseason was something 
we were shooting for,” Mendenhail 
said. “Now we're looking to get our 
seventh win" 

said. 
Navy (6-6) will be making its 14th 

bow! appearance over the last 1S 

years. But it's been an up and down 
season for the Midshipmen, who have 
lost six of seven following a 5-0 start 
and are coming off a disheartening 
14-13 loss to Army. 

Navy desperately wants 10 avoid 
sg saddled with a Jos record for 

the time since 2011 ying at 
home should help. 

“From a standpoint, 
can’t beat coach Ken Niumat- 
alolo said. “You've got everything like 
you would in a normal game.” 

Some things to know about the 10th 
Military Bowl: 

Virginia's task on defense will be to 
stop Navy's triple option, the driving 
force behind the nation's socond- 
ranked rushing attack at 343 yards per 
game 
The Cavaliers surrendered 36 points 

in November to Tech, which 
also runs the option. To stop the three- 

10 do their j 
Jordin Mack aid 

can't try to do too much.” 
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The Stanford offense 
revolves around Love 
But if his ankle gives him 
problems again, that puts 
more pressure on the arm 
of redshirt freshman quar- 
terback KJ. Costello. He" 
a move-the-chains QB who 
wasn't called on to put up 
J amber ns grinding 

. He 1 

Touchdown tnd toe er 
over the last five ceptions ¢ 

Remmiie protien. 
Long run Love 

If the ankle is in 
Loves 

had 12 runs of 50 yards or 
more, and 11 of them went 
for touchdowns. 
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touchdowns and threw six 
interceptions this season 
His final game is his last 
chance for the same sort 
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tive. Like | said, if we're 

fortunate enough to get in 
the playoffs, that’s going to 
be a first-round opponent 
It’s mice 10 see that brand of 
ball they play out there 

Despite its Class 4A sta 
tus, No. 8-ranked Bushland 
(10-4) 1s expected to be a 
top contender for the girls 
tournament title. The Lady 
Falcons are spearheaded 
by senior point guard Jalee 
Sims 

They ‘re one of the 
strongest teams in the 
tournament,” Torres sand 
They ‘ve knocked off some 

really good talent up in the 
Panhandle and played some 
of the upper classification 
schools tough. They'll 
defintely be one of the 
frontrunners | think in our 
tournament 

Plainview, a long-time 
fixture of the BJHC, is 
typically one of the tourna 
ments top performers and 
was the event's runner-up 
m 2016 

Hooker said he hopes «wis 
year's BJHC continues to 
highlight basketball in the 
Permian Basin and begins 
to attract some of the top 
programs in the state and 
nation 

‘Anything that will help 
basketball (grow) here in 
Midland and in the Permian 
Basin, we're all for it and 
we re gong to support i 

It’s important to the Mid 
land community” 

Follow Will on Twitter 

@Will MRT 

Follow Chris on Twitter 
@chris_ MR Tsports 
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Kansas Billy Preston (23) getting past Fort Hays State's Jared Vitztum for a shot during the first half on Nov 7 in Lawrence. Kan 

Jayhawks favored, Sooners 
giving chase as Big 12 play tips 
By Dave Skretta 

Associated Press 

LAWRENCE, Kan When the 
| Big 12 coaches made their annual 
preseason pilgrimage to Kansas 
City a few months ago, every one of 

| them except Kansas coach Bill Self 
predicted the Jayhawks would win 
another conference title 

And that was only because Self 
couldn't vote for his own team 

Yet things have changed over the 
| course of the nonconference season, 
| and what looked like a certainty that 
the Jayhawks would win an unprec 
edented 14th straight Big 12 title is 

| suddenly up in the air 
West Virginia has lived up to 

expectations. Oklahoma is on the rise 
| behind the Pete Maravich-like scor 
ing of Trae Young, the sensational 
freshman that picked his hometown 
school over the Jayhawks. TCU is 
unbeaten, Baylor and Texas Tech 
are firmly ensconced in the Top 25 
Kansas State took unbeaten Arizona 
State to the wire, and Texas, Okla 
homa State and lowa State have been 
hot lately 

In fact, every Big 12 team is roll 
ing into the league's opening games 

| Friday night 
“We feel good about where we're 

at, and yet we know we've got to 
keep working at it,” said Sooners 
coach Lon Kruger, whose team puts 
its eight-game win streak on the line 

ainst TCU on Saturday 
“A lot of good teams in the Big 12 

and we know how tough every night 
is going to be." 
The fact that the gap has narrowed 

between Kansas and its rivals has 
every bit as much to do with the Jay- 

hawks, though. They raised eyebrows 
with an early win over Kentucky 
in the Champions Classic, but also 
stubbed their toes in back-to-back 
losses 10 Washington and Arizona 
State that revealed many warts 

Their reliance on outside shooting 
Their ability to get to the foul line 
Their perilous lack of depth, which 
has been somewhat alleviated now 
that Sun Devils transfer Sam Cunliffe 
1s eligible and five-star prospect Sil- 
vio De Sousa has arrived on campus 
for the second semester. 

If they can get their other five-star 
recruit, Billy jon, on the court 
after spending the entire fall inves 
tigating an off-the-court financial 
issue, Jayhawks could still be the 
team to beat 
“We've played consistently well 

this year except for back-to-back 
games, a four-day stretch where we 
weren't very good.” Self said, taking 
a rare optimistic outlook on his team 
heading into conference play. “Other 
than that, we played consistently 
well” 
As the league schedule begins, 

here are some of the keys to watch 
ROUND ROBIN: Homed Frogs 

coach Jamie Dixon said the biggest 
adjustment he had to make after tak- 
ing over last season was the differ- 
ence in a nine-team bv compared 
to the Big East and ACC, where he 
had spent most of his career. “Just 
playing everybody twice, smaller 
league with nine teams, there was 
more familiarity,” he said. “You 
know ‘re going to play them 
again ort and home.” 
TRAE-MENDOUS: Young is 

the early favorite for Pla of the 
Year — never mind P of the 
Year — as the Sooners’ star heads 

NBA ROUNDUP 
he Brooklyn Nets 128-113 on 

into league play averaging 28.7 and 
10.4 assists in just 30.8 minutes 
“When you're winning, that's the 
main thing,” Young said. “You can 
just tell that this is the best time to be 
a Sooner. When you're winning it's 
fun, so we're going to try to continue 
doing that” 
MORE FABULOUS FRESH- 

MEN: Texas big man Mohamad 
Bamba is consi a lottery pick in 
the NBA draft thanks to his defense, 
but he's also averaging 10.9 points 
Lindell Wigginton is averaging a 
team-leading 15.5 points for lowa 
State, while teammate Cameron 
Lard's career is also off 10 a fast start 
SUPER SENIORS: Six of the Big 

12's top eight scorers are seniors, in 
cluding the starting Kansas backcourt 
of Lagerald Vick, Devonte Graham 
and Svi Mykhailiuk. Baylor's Manu 
Lecomte is averaging 18.4 points 
while Texas Tech's Keenan Evans 
and lows State's Donovan Jackson 
are averaging better than 16 per 
game. Throw in Baylor big man Jo 
Lual-Acuil Jr, who is averaging 
15.1 points and a leading 10 

, and there is plenty of experi- 
ence in the league this year 
GAMES TO WATCH: Is it cheat 

ing 10 say all of them? OK, then start 
with TCU visiting Oklshoma on Jan 
13. Throw in the Jayhawks’ trip to 
Norman just 10 days later. Oklahoma 
visits Texas Tech on Feb. 13, then 
visits Kansas six days later. West 
Virginia heads to Baylor on Feb. 20, 
and a lot could be at stake the final 
weekend when lowa State visits 
Oklahoma, Kansas heads to Oklaho- 
ma State, the Mountaineers travel to 
Texas, Baylor visits Kansas State and 
TCU wraps things up at Texas Tech 



BPW has a rich history of 

leadership and community 
involvement. 

2 
We invite you to learn 

about us, and to 

consider joining us! 
Uptown Midland Business 

& Professional Women 

Midland BPW 

for children & families 

Providing counseling for 
those in need, for children 

and adults, regardless of 
level of income 

Counseling emphasizes 
support and healing of 

individuals and families 

3701 Andrews Highway 
Midland, Texas 79703 

432.570.1084 

www.centerstx.org 
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1611 W Texas Ave. 

Midland, TX 79701 

(432) 683-1114 

Husband loses desire for wife 
after witnessing her overdose 
DEAR ABBY: | have been 
married for three years to a 
woman who is very beautiful 
mside and out. (We have been 
together for six years.) Recently 
| found out she 1s addicted to 
pain meds — and two months 
ago she confided that she had 
gotten hooked on heroin 

| set up an intervention to get 
her into rehab. But when the 
time came to go, she kept put- 
ting it off. She said she wanted 
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Older Adults & 

Baby Boomers 

Volunteer here 

to meet 

your needs 

Call Today 

432-689-6693 

695.9901 

TRUSTED 
VALUED 
ESSENTIAL of Midland Texas 

rte he Su of a A's Le” Mentoring children 
for a better Midland 
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- Midland, TX 79707 | 
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GOREN BRIDGE 

With Bob Jones 

Little things 
The given auction was repeated 

many times af a lournament some 
years ago. A diamond lead would 
have left declarer with no hope, but 
West can’t be fauhed for leading his 

singleton in partner's suit. This looks 
like a “our-or-six” hand, with 12 easy 
tricks should the hearts split 2-2, but 
only 10 tricks if the hearts split 3-1 
Soloway realized that was true only if 
the defense found a diamond shift af 
trick two. 
Many declarers, at other tables, 

played Jow from dummy a trick one 
East overtook the 10 of spades with the 
jack. A spade continuation would only 
set up dummy's king, so with nothing 
better 10 do, East shifted to a diamond. 

DEAR ABBY 
Write Dear Abby at www DearAbby. com or PO. 

Box 69440. Los Angeles, CA 90089. Her column is 
distributed by Universal Press Syndicate. 

North: South vulnerable, East dis 

NORTH 
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The two of you have a lot of 
talking to do about your feelings 
and future. It would be bet- 
ter if it's done with the help of a 
trained moderator. 

Also, if your wife was sharing 
needles, you both need to be 
tested for any diseases she may 1 

OAs 
AQ) 

or sm WEST NORTH 
“ » Apes 

Opening lea Ten of 4 

What is the difference between good 
bridge players and experts? It is not 
2 barrel full of brilliancies, although 
SES be Alle ull of 

The differences are often quite 
subtle and might not even be noticed 
bythe tthe table. South in 
today dal wa he ae Pu Ses 
one of the all-time greats. 

That defense defeated the contract. 

2 threat to the defense. Fast won this 
with the ace and made the “safe” con- 
tinuation of the spade queen. OOPS! 
Solowny ruffed high, drew trumps in 
three rounds, and on hearts. He 
conceded a heart to West and discarded 
his diamond loser on dummy ’s long 
heart. The king of spades was a subtle 
play, but it brought a big dividend on 
this deal. 
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Small retailers capitalized on 
strengths for holiday season 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Independent retailers 
who've had a successful holiday season say 
they took advantage of the fact that there are 
strengths in not being huge 

Store owners report they were able to 
change pricing and other strategies quickly 
Many offered customers more personal serv 
ice and a warmer atmosphere. And they said 
they used social media tools designed for 
smaller companies, including inexpensive 
ads on Facebook 

Bekka Palmer, who sells baskets, tote 
bags and jewelry in New York, says she sold 
at pop-up markets where shoppers gave her 
feedback that let her know she's on the right 
track 

Jon Abt says his appliance and furniture 
store held its own this holiday season, up 
against competition like Amazon, Walmart, 
Best Buy and more, by capitalizing on 
advantages it has over the big guys 

Abt offers free technical support for the 
life of a product and some free delivery. The 
store, in the Chicago suburb of Glenview, is 
designed to be entertaining — it offers 
chocolate chip cookies, a Santa every week 
end during the holidays, and an aquarium in 
the store year-round that give customers and 
their families an experience that goes 
beyond shopping fora TV 

“You've got to have a good price but 
you've also got to present some compelling 
reasons for why someone should buy from 
you.” says Jon Abt, who says sales were up 
about 15 percent from the 2016 holiday sea 
son. Independent retailers who've had a suc 
cessful holiday season recognize that there 
are strengths in not being huge. They ‘re able 
to change pricing and strategies quick 
ly. They can offer customers more personal 
service and a warmer atmosphere. And 
they ‘re able to take advantage of social 
media tools designed for smaller companies, 
including inexpensive ads on Facebook 
How successful the season was for the ret! 
industry as a whole won't be known until 
estimates from market researchers like 
Shopper Trak and a tally from the Commerce 
Department arrive in January. And after 
Christmas business, when consumers are 
redeeming gift cards and looking for 

Shell, Barclays 

clearance sale bargains, can make the dif- 
ference. But individual retailers including 
small and i merchants already 
have a sense of how they've done, and what 
worked for them. Bekka Palmer's baskets, 
tote bags and jewelry sold better than she 
expected because she made sure she got 
publicity. Palmer, owner of the online retail- 
er Closed Mondays, met an editor of Domi- 
no, 8 magazine and website that ishes a 
holiday gift guide, and that bit of networki 
led to several of her creations being featured. 
on Domino. She also approached New York 
magazine and a website called Design Milk 
and got mentions. 

People browsing the online gift guides and 
then deciding to buy gave Palmer nearly a 
quarter of her sales from mid-November 
until mid-December, when she processed her 
last orders before Christmas. 

“1 was so much busier than | was last 
year,” says Palmer, who lives and runs her 
business in Brooklyn, New York 

Palmer timed her outreach to gift guides 
better this year. In 2016, she contacted web- 
sites 100 late to be included. This year, she 

| 
| 

| 
| | 

| 
{ 
| 
| 

got in touch with them sooner. She also sold | 
at pop-up markets where shoppers gave her 
feedback that let Palmer know she's on the 
right track. “Many of our customers this 
year were specifically looking for things 
made in the U.S.A." she says 

This was the first holiday season for Gar 
rett Ryan and Clark Passino, who started 
their online men's underwear company, Mr 
& Muse, in January. Sales have been better 
than ex after the partners used social 
media the year to build their cus- | 
tomer base. As they launched the Clarendon | 
Hills, llinois-based business, they began 
advertising on Facebook where they could 
inexpeuvely test their marketing campay 

“We li terally spent $20 a week on five dif- | 
ferent ads, picked one or two that worked, 
and the next week spent $30 on five differ- 
ent ads with that image,” Ryan says “We 
continued pouring more money into ad 

They also in tracking the prod- 
ucts potential customers look at, and then 
showing them the same products in other 
websites or apps, helping some shoppers 
decide to buy. 

say US tax plan 
means billions in 4Q charges 

Associated Press 

LONDON Two major European com 

panies, oil producer Shell and Barclays 
bank, say the US. tax reform law will force 

them to take big charges in the last quarter 
of the year 

Shell said Wednesday it expects to book 
between $2 billion and $2.5 billion in 
charges in the fourth quarter as it adjusts its 
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measurements of deferred taxes. Barclays 
says it expects a charge of $1.34 billion 

The change in U.S. tax law cuts the cor- 
porate income tax rate from 35 percent to 
21 percent, but also reduces companies’ 
ability to offset tax bills with past losses 

Shell says it expects the law to be benefi- 
cial ultimately. Barclays says the benefits 
could be eroded by the implementation of 
the tax overhaul's complex provisions 
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US stock indexes eke out 
gains in quiet day on Wall 
Street 

U.S. stock indexes capped anoth- 
er quiet day on Wall Street Wednes- 
day with slight gains, recouping 
some of the market's modest losses 
from a day eartier 

Traded Companies 

| Concho Resources (CXO) 
Closing Price $151 03 Down 2 89 

| Dawson Geophysical (DWSN 
Closing Price $5.02 Up 0.01 

| Diamondback E (FANG) 
| Closing Price $123.19 Down 2.78 

Legacy Reserves (LGCY) 
| Closing Price $1.18 Down 0 02 

| 
| | 
| 
| 

| 
| Mexco E C) 

Natural Gas Services Group (NGS) 
Closing Price $25 95 Unchanged 

ProPetro Holdings (PUMP) 
Closing Price $20.31 Down 0 18 

| RSP Permian (RPP) 
| Closing Price $40.38 Down 0 52 

Ring Energy 
Closing Price $14.57 Up 0.13 

Viper Energy Partners (VNOM) 
Closing Price $23.67 Down 0 06 
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Can't find your favorite stocks or mutual funds fisted? 
Send your favorite to sdoreen@mrt.com or mmoewen@mrt com 

We will regularly update the Permian Basin stocks list 
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Instrumentation 

Controls 1 seeking high energy. quaitied candidates for the following 
open positons 

Warehouse Personnel 

+ We are looking for an eflective warehouse personnel 10 direct 
rwconing. warehousing and distribution operations 

+ Overseeing recening. warehousing. distribution and maintenance 
operations 

* Leadership skis and ability to direct people 
+ Proven ability 10 implement process improvement intistves 
+ Follow and understand VanZandt Controls safety procedures § 

+ Loading, unloading. preparing and operating the detvery vefice 
+ Following routes and bme schedules. communicate with customers 
+ Follow DOT regulations and safety standards 
Follow and understand VanZandt Controls safety procedures & 
processes 

+ Abity 10 operate fork 
+ Safe drvng record 

and riche publications 

This position requires excellent communication skills. must be able 10 work 
flexible hours (largely in he sary MOMing hours Including weekends | have 
rehatie ¥aneporaton Candidele with previous newspaper delvery 
expenence preferred but nol required 

This is 8 Il Bme salaned position skgible for AA benefits nchuding heath 
von Sertal and paw time off with excellent staring salary 

To apply. please mal your resume and cover letter i 
sheckierfBhaarsing com 
No phone calls please 

$500 PER WEEK! 
Do you have 

a reliable car 

with insurance 

and a phone?? 

Become an 

independent 

contractor delivering 

the Midland 

Reporter-Telegram 

in the in the Midland 

Odessa, Andrews, Stanton, 

and Big Spring areas. 

Please come by our office 

located at 201 E. Illinois 

and fill out a carrier 

information sheet. Oscar 

Ronquillo 432-687-9001 

Be 
Heotp wanted Male or Female Delivery Driver must be able 10 drive standard 
Waraminvion Must be 28 years of age. Neve socket seouty Card. drivers 
Beonee. have 8 decent driving record. & must be able to Bt 100 pounds. 
Tiond bereits shar § month of employment ot $13.000 

Pease cof 412-009-5235 or come by S002 Basin AR 
to out an application. 

THES BE 

EARN UP T0 

Snap Up 
a Deal 
in the 

Classifieds 

and» strong desire 10 achieve and ieam new skis 
WE provide a professional environment. hands on raming 

and a strong commitment 10 your 
Call Me Dan ot (409) 791.6773 

Midland Reporter-Telegram 

CLASSIFIEDS 
sellittexas com + 432-682-6222 

Recycle Your Stuff for 
Cash in the Classifieds 

br OVW SE 

buy 

Midland Reporter-Telegram 
CLASSIFIEDS 

sellittexas. come 432- 682- 6222 



Media Group 

Our goal is to be the premier media provider in the community 

Let our team of experts work with you to develop a results-driven 
first rate digital and print marketing strategy for your business. 

AMERICAN: 

DIGITAL MRT Media Group has an extensive offering of digital promotional 
tools that produce measurable results for today’s online marketing 

MARKETING arena. We offer marketing solutions through digital channels such as 
SERVICES search engines, websites, social media, email, and mobile apps. 

MAGAZINE MRT Media Group has an extensive line of Magazine publications 
offering a variety of local content and specialized categories to fit all 

MARKETING your needs. We offer MRT Business Insider, Midland Magazine, Discover 
SERVICES Midland, MRT All American and MRT Oil Report. 

PRINT MRT Media Group is a seven day a week paper offering a variety of 
local content and specialized categories to fit all your needs. We offer 

MARKETING Education, Health, The Weekender, Faith & Philanthropy, Oil and Gas 
SERVICES and Cultural sections. 

We don’t sell advertising, 
we offer marketing solutions! 
MRT Digital Services will help you find your customers 

and engage with them to grow your business! 

Local, Trustworthy, News At Your Finger Tips. 
Advertise - 432-687-8811 

i MIT sen reve PRECISION 



mrt classifieds 
©) 432.682.6999 

You! Call 
Sealed Proposals will be accepied by the County Purchasing 
Agent. located in Suite 1101 of the Midland County Courthouse. Friday 9:00 AM . 3 PW 
S500 N. Loraine Street, Midland, Texas 79701 until 10:00 AM Saturday 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
Local Time, January 18, 2018. The proposals will be opened and k © 
acknowledged at 10-0SAM . Local Time, January 18, 2018 _— or phhires go 

TOM " 
Generally, the Commissioners Court selection will be made with- Ty 
n 30 days. interested partes are invited lo atlend the proposal 
acknowledgment and the Commissioners Court meeting 

RFP 1TMCOS29 DOWNTOWN LIBRARY RENOVATION 
CONSTRUCTION An etry Holl Two 1 sore Lots # 134 & 135 $75,000 for || 

Private water plant, private bost ramp ste || 
map nelah com. 3111 Properties. LLC | 

“ 

A MANDATORY site survey will be held at 900 AM on Thurs. 
day. January 4. 2018 at the Midland County Downtown Library 

Midland County reserves he right to reject any or af of the | 
responses. lo wave afl formalities. and lo withdraw the RFP Ji 

E— a em BNI 

Pursuant to the Decree and Order for 
Partition by Public Sale entered in 
Cause No. 7 104 in the | | 8 t h District . & 
Court in Martin County, Texas, the fol- 
lowing property will be sold by public }i fi 
auction ge J 

| TEXAS 

THE SURFACE ONLY OF SECTION 43, 
BLOCK 37, TOWNSHIP 1 NORTH, 
TEXAS & PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPA- 
NY SURVEY, ABSTRACT NO. 233, 
MARTIN COUNTY, TEXAS, CONTAIN- 
ING 640.81 ACRES OF LAND, MORE 
OR LESS 

Nogw 
home 
ng 

p
i
]
 

10
} 

Such sale will be for cash, which may al- 
s0 be i the form of certified funds. The 
public auction will take place in front of 
the northeast comer of the Martin Coun- ji 
ty Courthouse on the 2nd day of Janu- §i 

ary, 2018 between the hours of 10:00 § 
am. and 10:30 am | 

i 

For information about the property, 
please contact Brent Preston at (806) 
470-0464 bl
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Midland Reporter-Telegram 

CLASSIFIEDS 

sellittexas.com » 432-682-6222 

Snap Up a Deal 
in the Classifieds 

Midland Reporter-Telegram 
CLASSIFIEDS 

sellittexas.com » 432-682-6222 



You can advertise your business 
for as little as $47.00 monthly. 

Media Group 

MIDLAND REPORTER-TELEGRAM, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 28, 2017 

ll FREE WATER ANALYSIS 
( 563-2690 

Call the Scott Williams 
il Team of Realtors 

432-689-7770. 

B THE HOWLIDAY INN DOG SUITES 
fl 2008 N. Tomance Ave. Odessa, TX. 79781 

432-381-1040 - Jwvier Vigh 

* 
CAN 

| 

682 6222 

§ to be the premier media provider in the community. Let our team of expert 

develop a results-driven, first rate digital and print marketing strategy for your bu 

DIGITAL MARKETING SERVICES 

MRT Media Group has an extensive offering of digital 
promotional tools that produce measurable results for 
today's online marketing arena. We offer marketing 
solutions through digital channels such as search engines, 
websites, social media, email, and mobile apps. 

MAGAZINE MARKETING SERVICES 

MRT Media Group has an extensive line of Magazine 
publications offering a variety of local content and 
specialized categories 10 fit all your needs. We offer MRT 
Business insider, Midland Magazine, Discover Midland, MRT 
All American and MRT Of Report 

INSIDER 

MAT Media Group is a seven day 2 week paper offering a 
variety of local content and specialized categories to fit al 
your needs. We offer Education, Health, The Weekender, 
Faith & Philanthropy, Of and Gas and Cultural sections. 

We don't sell advertising, we offer marketing solutions! 
MRT Digital Services will help you find your customers 

and engage with them to grow your business! 

Local, Trustworthy, News At Your Finger Tips. 
Advertise - 432-687-8811 



MIDLAND RE 

ONE CATASTROPHIC STORM 
ONE INCREDIBLE BOOK 

HARVEY'S DESTRUCTION DOCUMENTED IN A HARDCOVER BOOK: 

Thousand-Year Flood 

' option. 

| DY ragiehapmy enter 1) Shimmy srterio me : 
+ S209 phen S247 tox por book. Pick wp order of £2095 phos S304 tax and 36.95 shpping and handling 

Av Sothenst Texss besced for Harvey, no one could have imagined the menace it would become ——— eh 0 fa Sheet or. er book. Oder will he shipped to the aires bokow 
= 4 detuge of rain dumped on Besumont making Harvey the most extreme rain event in our rations | 

itor. The Russvens Enterprive is prove 10 present “Thousand: Your Pinod: Harvey Wieshs Destruction | SR __ KSA... wat (T_T 
on Southeast Tews A Pictoria) Accomnt by the Photojournalists of The Beaumont Enterprice,”s hardcover + Paymestanto 1) OnctMoney Oder (7) fae) VamterCont (0) Ani (7) Dimooor 

hook that captures Harvey's devastation and our comemsmivy's indomiesble spirit #0 rive shove. This 160- | 

page book will feanare hresthraking pow and compelling snries from the stoff of the Boowmont Enterprise | pep 
whe captured it dil. Onder your commemartive hook today and sve $10 00 off the $39.95 retail price : 

| Adve 

A portion of the procesds hom this | order online securely at: 
book wilt go to Southeast Texss 

ORS] bo and save with flat-rate shipping 

Hitibate 



THURSDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2017 

Weekly Writing 
Kid on 

Facebook __Comer 
com ©2017 by Viel! Edior Jo Schinkel, C ol M4, No. 3 

Holiday Traditions 
Kid Scoop readers describe 

their favorite holiday traditions. 

On Christmas Eve we go out 
10 lunch with my 

Some people call our planet “Mother Earth.” Like a mother, our grandpa , aunt and uncle. On 

planet provides us with the things that give us life — like food and stmas Day we wake up, 
water. Mother Earth gives us more than food and water — she gives us age, 
beautiful flowers, places to walk and even majestic mountains to enjoy. hdibeoivn a! Engi foun 

What are three things you love about Planet Earth? pc 
My family goes to LA to see 
my cousins. We always get a 
very big Christmas tree and 
lots of ts. The one thing 
I love the most is that in the 
winter, you can go to the beach! 

Stella, 
3% grade 

My family tradition is at New 
Year when my whole family 
comes over. Every year my 
Grandmom makes delicious 
food. There is at least twenty 
people and so it’s a big party 
and everyone that comes 
sleeps over because we all stay 
up to 3 or 2 in the moming 

Joshua, 
3 grade 

My family celebrates Christmas 
Eve and cach year my mom has 
a special dinner. She makes 
tamales. My grandma flies in all 
the way from Mexico to come 
celebrate. Every year | help my 
mom decorate the tree. In the 
moming we check our stockings 
first then we open our presents 

Anai, 
5* grade 

Our family does several things 
n ” to celebrate the winter Huy, Wig! You left this (hm ] holidays. My favorite tradition 

\ is every Thanksgiving, we 
yesterday styrofoam 1 draw the name of someone in 

the family, and we have to 
make that person a al 
homemade gift for Christmas 

Dharma, 
5* grade 

We © to my cousin's house 
My family give out presents 
My favorite part is the family 
gathering all together. 

Luis 
2™ grade 

My family celebrates the most 
important family gathering — 
Christmas. pr Fp 
while it is still dark and wake 
up my whole family. They 
usually groan and then turn the 
other way. We open presents 
while laughing and telling 
jokes, then at 9 we drive over 
to my grandma's house. We 

F have a big feast with delicious 
PACKAGING 0 ch. orwards. lemon squares and apple pie 
ENORMOUS sideways and diagonally. dabvays inh first so that | 

3 can or candy canes and 
PROBLEMS [Fomor chocolate in the tree. Then we 
RECYCLE " . form a huge circle and pass 
MOTHER 20 LUN 8 A L| [Su peeutie golog frome ail 

. youn, oldest, it usually 
PLANET S . takes a while. After more 
LITTER ol i B 8 lemon squares we drive home 

PLEDGE : £1.] } deo Sum 
EARTH . TW ~ grade 

LUNCH  G SHE Write On! 
WRAP iNLCAE : 
CARE : Fitness PICK Favorite 
LOVE 

way to exercise? Why? 

FROM THE > LESSON LIBRARY | EN PPS  BlousiEng Potted: wees of Feb 18 
Send your story to 

Planet Points of View 
Find an article that shows a way in which / bh 4 
people harm or care for our planet F A sf Newspaper In Education 
Re-write the article from the point of view | I = . if Le % Ja Ao 
of a wild animal that would be affected by Ph oh rl Midland, TX 79701 
the news in this article. | " hdiaz@mrt.com 


