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—
Letter of intent

MHS Jason
signs letter of intent to play
at the University of
North Texas./1C

—
Behind bars

Hispanic Citizens Police
Academy class tours the jail
and gets a glimpse of life
behind bars./1D
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Some voters claim election irreqularities

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. (AP) — Flori-
da officials recounting nearly 6
million ballots Wednesday to determine
the next president, while Democrats and
some voters complained of election
irregularities. Partial results showed Al
%t cutting into George W. Bush’s
|

The recount in all 67 counties was trig-
gered by state law because Republican
Bush led Democrat Gore by less than
one-half of 1 percentage point. State offi-
cials said they expect to finish by the end
of the day today.

Florida elections supervisors also
waited for an undetermined number of
overseas ballots, primarily from military
personnel and their families. The state
allows 10 days after the election for the
ballots to come i1n.

The state counted about 2,300 over-
seas ballots in the 1996 elecion — more
than the margin separating Gore and
Bush this time — so there 1s a remote

possibility
B More election

that those
coverage/2,3,5A,

ballots alone
3B and 5C koL

change the
outcome.

The Flonida totals, including all absen-
tee ballots received so far, showed Bush
with 2,909,135 votes and Gore with
2,907,351 — a difference of 1,784 in a
state with 8.75 million registered voters.

After 28 of Flonda’'s 67 counties were
recounted Wednesday, Gore had gained
351 votes.

Pinellas County, which includes St.
Petersburg, will have to redo its count
because a poll worker inadvertently
failed to run an unknown number of bal-
lots through its ter Wednesday,
county Supervisor of Elections Deborah
Clark said. The county retracted its ong-
inal announcement that Gore had gained
404 votes and Bush dropped by 61 votes
in its recount.

The scrutiny was intense because
Florida and its 25 electoral votes will
decide the next president. In an added
twist, the state’s governor, Jeb Bush, is
the Republican nominee’s younger
brother.

“We thought it would be close. Nev-
er in my wildest dreams did | ever imag-
ine it would be this close,” Jeb Bush told

rs Wednesday.
Bush and Gore campaigned hard
in the state and regarded 1t as crucial.

Some counties completed the count

Please see VOTERS/4A

GOP eyes ‘triple crown’ in Washington

By Timothy V. Kreitz

MRT dent

The Republican party held on to its
majority in the U.S. House of Representatives
in Tuesday’s general election, and in addi-
tion, the U.S. Senate will likely be split 50-
50, which would give the vice president the
tie breaking vote in the event of gndlock. So
a confismed presidential victory by George
W. Bush would seal Republican control of
Washington for at least the next two years.

Finality in the 2000 presidential election
may not come until as late as this afternoon,
because the extremely close race in Flonda
where a recount is now taking place. The can-
didate who is certified as winner of Florida’'s
25 electoral votes will become president.

If Bush wins the election, it will mark the
first time in almost 50 years that a Republi-
can president has had a Republican House
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The crowd celebrates early
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| Tim Fischer/Reporter-T
Wednesday moming when it was announced that Gov.

thus would be the next president. About an hour later it was realized that Florida was “too close to call.”

“They have to use
one way to figure out
who shouid win. |
think the electoral
vote is as good as
any.’

— Lance Decker

‘I think it’s just kind
of twisted. if more
Americans voted for
Gore then he should
be president.’

— Lauren Lawiler

and Senate to work with.
U.S. Rep. Lamac. Smith, who represents a
portion of Midland County, was scheduled

to speak at a Midland County Republican By Ed Todd

elegram

W. Bush won Florida, and

— Jeremy Gamez

Austin voters
are frustrated
by confusion

By lan Heald
Staff Writer

AUSTIN — Thousands of George
W. Bush supporters and reporters
departed in the wee hours Wednesday
moming from a downtown Austin cel-
ebration not knowing if the Texas gov-
ermor had indeed won the presidency
And when they awoke later that mom-
ing, nothing had changed.

On Wednesday, both candidates
remained in a neck-and-neck race in
electoral votes: Bush with 246, Vice
President Al Gore with 260. What
remained at stake were the 25 electoral
votes from Flonda. The victor of that
state would exceed the necessary 270
votes needed to become president.
Although Bush retains a slight lead in
total Flonda votes, national media
reports revealed that I‘londa’s secretary
of state would follow state law and
recount the ballots because the seem-
ingly final margin of difference was less
than one half of 1 percent. Other reports
out of Flonda have raised suspicions
of ballot confusion, voter fraud and vot-
er intimidation.

In Austin, a cross section of voters
expressed concern and frustration
about the uncertainty of who will be the
next president.

The subject was all the buzz at the
University of Texas at Austin. While
the campus was littered with propa-
ganda in favor of Green Party candi-
date Ralph Nader, Matt Cook, a senior.
said he voted for Bush. The chaos n
Flonda was cause for concemn, he said.

“It’s just that I'm a really skeptical
person,  Cook said. "It sounds like crap
to me. And I'm disappointed with the
way the media has been pulling it. They
give Flonda to Gore then they take 1t

. back and give it to Bush. | just think
It's a case of really bad journalism."™

Cook discounted the confusion in
Flonda. National media had reported
that voters 1in Palm Beach, Fla., com-
plained about ballots that had suppos-

Please see AUSTIN/4A

Many Midland Republicans are
optimistic about Bush victory

Bush. 54. the son of the nation’s

Women luncheon an Wednesday, but was Staff Writer

unable to attend because of weather-related
flight delays that left him stranded 1n Dal-
las. However, in a prepared statement read
by Midland County Republican Women asso-
ciate member Mina Fitting, Smith referred
to the possibility of Republican dominance
in Washington as the “...the triple crown of

litics — the House, the Senate and the

ite House."’

According to Smith, the Republican
majority would focus on strengthening
national defense, giving more local control
to schools, saving Social Secunty and deliv-
ering tax relief to the Amernican people.

electoral college votes.

Brian Adamcik/Reporter-Telegram
Venita Faircloth joins other members
of the Midland County Republican
Women Wednesday in praying for A-

Please see TRIPLE/4A merica’s future.

Optimism steeped 1n confidence
reigned supreme — almost as sure
as the nsing sun on a cloudy day.

“There’s no doubt we’ve won,”
Republican Chnisty Lacy said of
Gov. George W. Bush’'s tight race
for the presidency against Vice
President Al Gore — a victory that
hinges on the sway of Flonda's 25

The setting at Wednesday's Mid-
land County Republican Wom-
en’'s day-after-the-election meeting

at the Midland Hilton and Towers
was Infused with credence that

41st president, would be Amenca’s
43rd president based on the final
electoral-vote tally.

“It's not over, " surmised Midland
County Tax Assessor-Collector
Kathy Reeves. “I'm confident we'll
win. If you watch Gov. Bush, the
future president-elect, to his cred-
it, he has been optimistic and
upbeat.”

Juandelle Lacy, president of the
Republican Women's group, said
she expects Bush to be tnumphant

“We will be successful in the
election of George W. Bush,” she
said. “I'm confident. If you have not

Please see VICTORY/4A

Sales tax revenues continue upward trend

collecting the additional .25 percent sports
complex tax, it has received a total of
$1,556,673.33 to be put toward the venture.
He also added that the portion of that total col-
lected in November was $311,541.

The 10 percent increase in overall sales
1s being felt at area businesses all over the city.
Many retail merchants have reported tangible
accelerations in gross revenue.

Midland Wal-Mart manager Rick Wiley
said his store has been expenencing increased
sales all year. “Sales numbers are definitely
up,” Wiley said. “Since the price of o1l has
begun to rebound, we have seen a steady
increase over last year.” Wiley added that his
numbers will likely increase even more dur-
ing the holiday shopping season.

“This is the best year we've had in the last

B City receives November rebate
check of $1.24 million, which is
based on September sales.

BITImoth! V. Kreitz
MRT nt

The city of Midland received $1,246,165 in
sales tax revenue for the month of November,
which is based on September sales. That fig-
ure reflects a 10.07 percent increase from
November 1999, or an increase of $113,972.

According to Assistant City Manager Tom-
my Hudson, that total does not include tax rev-
enues collected to pay for the sports complex.
“The 10.07 percent increase is exclusive of
sports complex monies,” he said. “Revenue
m;mnﬂu:wh 's kept separate from seven,” said Tom Heller, owner of Midland

Hudsén reported that since the city began Power Sports, a grotorcycle, ATV and water-
« )
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craft dealership. “lronically, the year before
that was our worst ever, because of the low
oil prnices.” Heller said it has been very unique
to experience such a massive sales increase
in such a short penod of time.

“Most of the bikes we sell get 45 to 50
miles per gallon,” he added. ““The current high
fuel prices have also likely helped us, because
people are looking for a more economical way
to commute.

Midland’s year-to-date total sales tax rey
enue is up 14 .44 percent, or $277 811 over last

. year's totals at this time, according to the City

Manager's Office. However, sales tax revenues
are still down 5.84 percent when compared to
the totals for November 1998.

In that month, collected sales tax revenues
totaled $1.323,520.

The 1998 sales tax revenues were the high-
est amourk collected in Midland history.




m____—_...__ ELECTI

4

. PRESIDENTIAL RESULTS
Mnhﬂmhh race for president.

Results as of 536 pm EST
ELECTO_RA_L. COLLEGE VOTE
To win the presidency, 270 electoral votes are needed. Here is a breakdown
of the numbgr won by each candidale so far.
Bush 246 Gore 255
POPULAR VOTE
Here is a stale-by-state breakdown of the popular vote. Whichever
presfential ticket gets the most popular votes in a state wins all the
electors of that state, with the exception of Maine and Nebraska *
States that have not been called are in boid
STATE :EEEE”T‘?JE BUSH GORE NADER
ALABAMA 100% 56% 42% 1%
ALASKA 7% 56 ‘28% 10%
ARIZONA 100% 50¢5 45% %
ARKANSAS 100% 51% 46% 1%
CALIFORNIA 100% 41% 54% 4%
COLORADO 100% 51% 42% 5%
CONNECTICUT 99% 36% 56% 4%
DELAWARE 100% 42% 55% %
DIST. OF COLUMBIA 100% % 5% 5%
FLORIDA 100% 49% 49% 2%
GEORGIA 100% 55% 43% 0%
HAWAN 100% 7% 56% 6%
IDAHO 100% 68% 28% 0%
ILLINOIS 100% 43% 54% 2%
INDIANA 100% 57% 41% 0%
IOWA 100% 48% 49% 2%
KANSAS 100% 58% 37% 3%
KENTUCKY 100% 56 41% 2%
LOUISIANA 100% 53% 45% 1%
MAINE 100% 44% 49% 6%
MARYLAND 100% 40% 57% 3%
MASSACHUSETTS 100% I3% 60% 6%
MICHIGAN 100% 46% 51% 2%
MINNESOTA 100% 46% 48% 5%
MISSISSIPPI 99% 57% 41% 1%
MISSOURI 100% 50% 47% 2%
MONTANA 100% 58% 33% 6%
NEBRASKA 100% 63% 33% 4%
NEVADA 100% 50% 46% 2%
NEW HAMPSHIRE 100% 48% 47% 4%
NEW JERSEY 100% 40% 56% 3%
NEW MEXICO 9% 4T% 48% 4%
NEW YORK 99% 35% 60% 4%
NORTH CAROLINA  100% 56% 43% 0%
NORTH DAKOTA 100% 61% 33% 3%
OHIO 100% 50% 46% 3%
OKLAHOMA 100% 60% 38% 0%
OREGON 7% 48% 48, 5%
PENNSYLVANIA 100% 46% 51% 2%
RHODE ISLAND 100% 32% 61% 6%
SOUTH CAROLINA  100% 57% 41% 1%
SOUTH DAKOTA 100% 0% % 0%
TENNESSEE 100% 51% 4T 1%
TEXAS 100% 58% 0% 2%
UTAH 100% 67% 26% 5%
VE RNMONT 100% 41% 51% TPy
VIRGINIA 100% 52% 45% 2%
WASHINGTON 100% 45% S50% 4%
WEST VIRGINIA 100% 52% 46% 2%
WISCONSIN 100% 48% 48% 4%
. WYOMING 100% 69% 28% 0%
“In Mane and Nebraska 'woO §ecions are Chosen Dy statewide DOpuiar vole and INe remander
by the papular vole within sech congressional disfnct Percentages may not iotal 100 due
o other candidates in the race

"~ ‘WASHINGTON
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drama of elections past and staged

it all in one night, way past peo-
ple’s bedtimes.

ming and hawing through the
uncertainty of a presidential elec-
tion, that has yet to yield a presi-
dent. “Am | 7" asked
Mary Houle at a Spnngﬁcld
Mass., bagel shop. “I can't take
anymore,” said Jane Reznicek In
Chicago.

Oh, my.

“You couldn’t write a script like
this,” marveled film director Rob
Reiner, on his way to see if his
friend Al Gore needed a morale
boost before dawn Wednesday. “If
you wrote this, they'd throw you
out of the Writers Guild.”

America stared wide-eyed and
bleary-eyed at a Kennedy-Nixon-
type photo fimish, only closer, so
close it could be determined by as
many people as attend one big high
school: There were Dewey-
Defeats-Truman moments and
hudhm in print, on TV and the

“l m just numb,” said Gulgc
Martin, a software consultant
quarters in Hartford, Conn. But
all the , furrowed
brows and queasiness, Martin was
one of those who thought it was
also kind of neat.

“Who else has lived through
this?"” he asked.

No one, exactly. Americans
alive today have been kept waiting
until morning but they’ve always
known by lunch.

An old-fashioned logistical
paper-shuffling deadlock in this

PAIM BEACH, Fla. (NYT) —
Helen Halperin, an 81-year-old res-
ident of Pali: Beach County, said
Tuesday’s elections may be the last
of her life, and she knows she cast
her vote for the wrong man.

Confused by poor eyesight, and
incorrect counseling from a poll
worker, Halperin voted for Pat
Buchanan instead of Al Gore.

Wednesday moming the widow
was angry. By Wednesday
evening — after watching hours of
newscasts that confuirmed she was
not the only Palm Beach County
voter to make the Buchanan mis-

didates on two facing
had arrows pointing from
didate to a |

_CII-
hole. The Democratic ticket of
Gore and Joe Lieberman was the

second listed on the ballot, while
its corresponding hole was third.
Buchanan's punch hole was

Do you feel blessed? Tell the

sell it in 10 Reporter-Teleg

ram in the
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Senior laments lost ‘precious vote’

the second on the ballot.

mdﬂlmmm

'r founded a nation that

ddwhnlmq
Icwmnngulf
fulhel‘on

Clhtmthn ebaﬂywwmt
it won't make a bit or a byte of dif-
AR o oo ey
Emmthclgeofebcmucs said
velyn Haynes, a restaurant man-
er in Nashville, Tenn. “In
ewey's age, they were counting
hand.”

by

Haynes, 40, spoke for shcq;l.sh

nonvoters everywhere. She

kicking herself for failing to vot:
for Gore, her fellow Tennessean
who lost the state. She couldn’t get
away from her job. She promised
she won't let it n next tume.

“I will definitely make the polls
and drag my husband, my daddy,
my sister and everyone else with
in this election and cause of all the
confusion, their popular vote now
being recounted and their decisive
25 electoral votes still up in the a.

Wanda , @ Miami sys-
tems analyst who voted for
W. Bush, went to bed when

networks declared him the winner

in the state — and therefore
nationally —— and like so many oth-
ers, woke up to a different story.
“l thought, 'They pulled a
switcheroo,”” she said.

Jn Pigeon , Tenn., Scott
Taylor, a Flonda ter trying
to get away from it all in a Smoky
Mountains vacation, called home.
He'd voted’ by absentee ballot
Monday.

“I just told my m how
important it was to vote,” he said.
“I can name 100 voters in Florida
and these 100 could sway it either

“My precious vote was lost. |
lost it on that devil,” he said

7y
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mild
In Baltimore, it was as if the
Grinch had stolen the election as

far as addictions counselor Janet
Neale was concerned.
h‘limnﬁ'nhﬂ ing up as a lit-
umvpu—
e A
mzn&nﬂnmpumt Well,
t get a present this year.
Smnﬁhnmlalmysseﬁleddx

race, thou
Prandcanordm—

in 197
ceded to Jimmy Carter at 11 am.
the next day,

In 1968, Richard Nixon said in
his memoirs, the TV networks
called the election for him at 8:30
am. the next day. Hubert
Humphrey conceded at noon.

Eight years earlier, Nixon con-
ditionally conceded to John
Kennedy shortly after midnight,

.“\ I{i \ )

be'd lost, “if the
present continues,” By 6 am.,
the race had even more.
But Nixon a recount could

have taken six months and brand-
edhmn‘mh-"m.l;
telegram.

In 1948, the Chi Tnbune
prematurely headlined
“Dewey Defeats Truman” in an
edition ily brandished by
Harry Truman, the real winner.
Thomas Dewey conceded to Tru-
man at 11: lSa_m.thcmxlday

On Wednesday, that
headline of record was a tcr-
nnnedlycmtmus “As Close As It

ln the White House, President
Clinton said he hoped Americans
lcarned the lesson that their vote
does count.

America spoke, he said, but no
one’s sure exactly what it said.
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SCHWAB STRATEGIES FOR BOND BUYERS

This workshop will:

* Update you on current
bond market conditions

* Discuss popular Fixed
Income investment
strategies

» Help you understand
Schwab’ wide range of

* Review the resources
Schwab provides to help
you select and manage
your investments

creating a world of smarter investars

!

Fixed Income opportunities
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I Wednesday l

November 15, 2000
6:00 pm - 7:30 pm

Hilton Midland ,
and Towers Hotel
117 West Wall
Midland, TX

RSVP
(877) 881-2406
Space is limited,
so call today.

Sponsored by
the Midland branch

CharlesSchwab

2000 Charles Schwab & Co., Inc. Member SIPONYSE. (1)40)

SELENE SILK PANT SETS &%
Hb

SALE!

- 51999 5

G

¢

OPEN
THURS.

8am

 Miidkift

Reg. $58 '
. Plus Sizes $29.99
Long, easy wear button front dress
in this Fall's best fabric.
While 20 Last

DUNIAP

From Ty®

SALE!

519

viidian

“Iiu 1h

Styles may vary.

s TENCEL DRESS

With any purchase
of $20.00 or more.

Q

OPEN
THURS

8AM

]

- e W W Wy w W W Em Em W W W ER A W WD Al S W W R A Ny W W Ay W R W, S R TR R R R R RS R R R R W e

come of this
fort to Mrs. C
“Missoun 1
state and, I th
cial way, th
strated their
Ashcroft, su
family and ty
ers at his su
headquarters.
Mel Carnal
plane crash oi
paign rally th
his name rem
and he outp
more than 44
2.36 milho
Before the el
new Demo
Roger Wilso
nahan won, h
66-year-old
nahan, to the
Never befc
has anyone |
election to tl
voters on at le
sent decease
House.
Ashcroft
rejected the
challenge to |
he will not ta
action and w

Electi
chaos
editor:

NEW YOI
James A. Ha
into the ne
Charleston (W
grabbing a fi
Wednesday n
ed with this fi
“Bush triumg

In an 1nstan
chaos Haugh
off returned
over.

With the
hinging on |
votes and d
the Gazette
PapeTs prema
Republican
had carried
election, even
being counte

Other ne
including Th
and Reuters,
visSion netwd
election that
close to call,
take.

That resul
headlines re
infamous “D
man’’ and
deprived ed
others apols
intrigued as
about what

“BUSH
DEFEAT
said in 1ts th
presses at
changing
GORE VIE

“It’s Bush
Boston Glo
backing off

“Bush wi
waukee Jo
then followe
Call.””

And then t
American-
declaration:
culated thro
governor's
ly before
sidered wi

-
Srlu‘:

Sily

t




- o o e o W R, e e W S W A S W e S W R R W S W W W R SRRy W e W, . S W M R TR W W e B R R WS R A e W

declaration: “Bush'”,

A 3 - -

MIDLAND REPORTER- TELEGRAM, THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 2000

L —

ST. LOUIS — Republican
John Ashcroft fought back tears
Wednesday as he conceded the
Senate election to the late Gov.
Mel Camahan and opened the
way for Carnahan’s widow to
assume the seat. “1 hope the out-
come of this election is a com-
fort to Mrs. Carnahan,” he said.

“Missouri 1s a compassionate
state and, | think, in a very spe-
cial way, they have demon-
strated their compassion,” said
Ashcroft, surrounded by his
family and two dozen support-
ers at his suburban St. Louis
headquarters.

Mel Carnahan was killed in a
plane crash on the way to a cam-
paign rally three weeks ago, but
his name remained on the ballot
and he outpolled Ashcroft by
more than 48,000 votes out of
2.36 million cast Tuesday.
Before the election, Missouri’s
new Democratic governor,
Roger Wilson, said that if Car-
nahan won, he would appoint his
66-year-old widow, Jean Car-
nahan, to the Senate.

Never before in U.S. history
has anyone pgsthumously won
election to th¢ Senate, though
voters on at least three occasions
sent deceased candidates to the
House.

Ashcroft on Wednesday
rejected the possibility of a
challenge to the election, saying
he will not take part in any legal

action and will discourage oth- ao NG K i, N

hmhﬂﬂuwhﬂqﬁhmllﬂhhhhtmm
h--_rlllh.lputmduhhpm shirts and formal tuxedos.

SAVE 33% to 50%

Election night
chaos catches
editors in gaffe

NEW YORK (AP) — Editor
James A. Haught walked back
into the newsroom of The
Charleston (W.Va.) Gazette after
grabbing a fitful three-hour nap
Wednesday moming and collid-
ed with this front-page headline:
“Bush triumphs.”

In an instant, the election night
chaos Haught had trnied to sleep
off returned as a painful hang-
over.

With the presidential race
hinging on just few thousand
votes and deadlines looming,
the Gazette and many other
papers prematurely declared that
Republican George W. Bush
had carried Honda to clinch the
election, even as the vote was still
being counted.

Other news organizations,
including The New York Times
and Reuters, also followed tele-
vision networks and called an
election that for hours was too
close to call, only to do a double-
take.

That resulted in a senes of
headlines reminiscent of 1948’s
infamous “Dewey Defeats Tru-
man”’ and left some sleep-
deprived editors embarrassed,
others apologetic and all as
intrigued as other Americans
about what will happen next.

“BUSH APPEARS TO
DEFEAT GORE,” The Times
said in uts third edition, sent to the
presses at 2:48 a.m., before
changing to “BUSH AND
GORE VIE FOR AN EDGE.”

“It’s Bush in a ight ope,” The
Boston Globe heralded before
backing off with “RECOUNT!"

“Bush wins at wire,” the Mil-
waukee Journal Sentinel blared,
then followed with “Too Close to
Call.”

And then there was the Austin
American-Statesman's potent
which cir-
culated through the crowd at the
governor's would-be victory ral-
ly before the newspaper recon-
sidered with “History on hold.”

Selected Sterling
Stlver Jewelr

25% Oft

$39.99 per month.
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AP Photo

A weathered sign featuring Missouri’'s late Gov. Mel Carnahan
welcomes motorists to Carnahan’'s home town of Rolla, Mo.,
Wednesday. Carnahan, who died in a plane crash Oct. 16, was
elected to the U.S. Senate in Tuesday’s election, defeating Repub-
lican incumbunt John Ashcroft. Carnahan’'s widow, Jean Car-
nahan, has agreed to serve in her husband’s place.

ers from doing so.

Some Republicans had argued
that at the ime of the election,
Carnahan was not, as the U.S.
Constitution requires, a Missoun
inhabitant, because he was dead.
Also, the Missoun GOP has
urged an investigation into pos-
sible voter fraud in St. Louis on
Tuesday.

Ashcroft, a former two-term
governor, state attorney gener-
al and auditor, said he will go
back to his farm near Springfield
after his term ends Jan. 3. Mrs.
Carnahan would be appointed
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then, when the vacancy occurs,
and would serve until the next
general election, 1n 2002.

“l look forward to spending
time with my wife, Janet,”
Ashcroft said, breaking off to
fight back tears as his wife laid
her head on his shoulder and
squeezed him. He said he does
not want to think about whether
he will seek the same seat in
2002 or run for any other office.

Early Wednesday, Mrs. Car-
nahan spoke to hundreds of St.
Louis-area supporters from her
home in Rolla.

ELECTIONR800
Ashcroft concedes Missouri Senate race

CUSTOM TAILORS
IN MIDLAND

“We remain heirs of a legacy,
bearers of a dream,” she said.
“On this night, | pledge to you
— rather, let us pledge to each
other — we will never let the fire
go out. God bless you always.”

Mel Carnahan got 50 percent
of the vote 1o Ashcroft's 48 per-
cent.

After Carnahan's death,
Ashcroft, 58, took an cight-day
hiatus from campaigning, which
he said hurt him in the polls.

Mrs. Carmmahan conducted a
low-key but effective effort con-
sisting mainly of one news con-
ference, one TV commercial
and a single interview from the
family home.

The decision to appoint her to
the Senate transformed the elec-
tion, making a vote for Mel Car-
nahan a means of electing his
widow and honoring his mem-
ory.

Sen. Chnistopher Bond, R-
Mo., said he will ask the U S
attorney's office Thursday for a
federal investigation of the fraud
allegations. But Bond added:
“The people of Missouri have
spoken. America and Missoun
have always done well by fol-
lowing the will of the people.
The Senate will do the same ™

“I don’t think my election
hinged - on voter fraud in the
city,” Ashcroft said. 1 lost this
race because | didn’t get as many
votes as my opponent did. I've
been there before.”
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Tight race brings more voters'to polis

WASHINGTON (AP) —
Get-out-the-vote efforts, a
barrage of political ads and
intense media coverage were
Cited as explanations for
Increased voter participation
in this year's election.

An esumated 51 percent of
Amernicans old enough to vote
did so on Tuesday, said Cur-
tis Gans, director of the Com-
mittee for the Study of the
Amernican Electorate

By companson, the rate in
1996 was 49 percent, the
lowest since 1924, In 1992,
abouf 55 percent voted.

Gans’ figures for 2000
were based on turnout report-
ed by The Associated Press
and CNN, and include an esti-
mated 2.4 million absentee
votes uncounted Wednesday
He also based turnout on
estimates of uncounted votes
in Oregon, Alaska and Michi-

gan.
Gans said the higher
turnout likely was due to

well-funded, Erass-roots
mobilization efforts and
media coverage about the
White House race between

o —

Democrat Al Gore and GOP
Gov. George W. Bush.

More people voted this
year in Florida, Mlinois, Mis-
souri, Michigan, Minnesota,
New Hampshire and
Delaware. A lottery on the
ballot in South Carolina
helped increase tugnout there
by about 6 percent from 1996.

Volers said the tight presi-
denual race energized them.

In Flonda, where a recount
was under way to determine
which candidate would take
the state’s 25 electoral votes
and capture the White House,
almost 51 percent of those eli-
gible to vote actually did
That was almost 3 percent
more than in 1996.

In Wisconsin, turnout was
66 percent, up nearly 9 per-
cent from 1996. Both nomi-
nees visited the state often
during the campaign.

In Oregon, the convenience
of nation’'s first all mail-in
election was not enough to
push state turnout to record
levels, though an estimated
300,000 votes remained
uncounted, Gans said.
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WEATHER AUSTIN: UT student thinks ballot confusion is fishy’
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Midland forecast

Today's forecast calls for partly cloudy shes The high will be in

the upper
National Weather Service in Midland.

50s with a southwest wind of 10-20 mph, according to the

Tonight's forecast calls for clear skies with a low in the mid-30s.
Friday's forecast calls for partly cloudy skies with a high near 60.
Friday night should see mostly clear skies with a low near 30.

Saturday's forecast calls for
showers. The low will be in the mid-30s and a high

After a low of 31, Wednesday's high was 42,

high of 89 in 1988. The record low of 22 was set in 1938.

Y
Rainfall trace Hﬁgh
Rainfall Tuesday . . . . . .. 040 in. | ow
Total formonth ...... 1.11in.  Normal high . . . . ... .
Total for year ........ 9.55in. gnrmal P;:.h ollen
Normaltotal
(yeartodate) . ....... .13.95.9

Sunrise ... 7:12 am.

Sunset ... 5:53 p.m.

partly cloudy skies and a chance of
in the low 60s.
to the record

National forecast

National weather
The AccuWeather® forecast for noon, Thursday, Nov. 9.

Bands separate high temperature zones for the day
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edly confused Gore voters to
accidentally vote for Reform
Fn%c::dldne Pat Buchanan.

's a bunch of bull,”
Cook said. “If you can’t read a
ballot, then you don’t deserve the
right to vote. I think it’s fishy. I'm
fed up with it.”"

Fellow UT senior Lauren
Lawler also voted for Bush.
Although a Republican, Ms.
Lawler discounted the use of the
electoral college. National media
reports had indicated that Gore,
not Bush, had won the popular
vote. But the presidential winner
needs only the majority of the
electoral votes, which are divid-
ed state by state. The possibility
exists that Bush could win Flon-
da, win the majority of the elec-
toral votes, lose the total number
of votes cast nationwide but still
be president.

“I think the electoral vote is
outdated,”’ Ms. Lawler said.
“Just get rid of it. It was put in
place for people who were not
educated and didn't know what
they were voting for.”’

If the Electoral College were

done away with, Ms. Lawler con-
cetbdthl(kn.mﬂmh.wﬂd

Memorial Stadium, said
the Electoral College is adequate
enough in determining who
should be president.

“They have to use one way to
ﬂgm'l: out who should win. I think

the electoral vote is as good as
any,”’ Decker said.

Jeremy Gamez, a registered
Democrat who didn’t vote, said
it would be wrong for Bush to
take office if Gore received the
most overall votes.

“I think it’s just kind of twist-
ed. If more Americans voted for
Gore then he should be presi-
dent,”’ Gamez said.

The anti-Electoral College sen-
timent was shared by downtown
professionals during lunch hour.

“I'm about to throw up. I've
wanted to throw up for the past
12 hours,’’ said Jessica Holms, a
Gore supporter. “They projected

election returns were
Austin included Randy
Euless, and Heather W

that Gore was going to win the
Florida vote. And what, at this
point they’'re still waiting to
count the overseas vote? It’s too
much. I just can’t concentrate.

We bought a bottle of champagne
when he won Florida. Then they
took it back. We thought, “Well,
if he’s going to lose we might as

LR D

well get drunk anyway.

VOTERS: Jesse Jackson calls for thorough investigation

(From 1A)

Wednesday and forwarded
results to Tallahassee for certifi-
cation by Republican Secretary of
State Katherine Harms and state
elections director Clay Roberts,
a Republican appointee. Jeb
Bush said he recused himself.

Although both candidates typ-
ically pick up votes in a recount,
veterans of the process said it is
unusual for one side to pick up
enough votes to make a differ-
ence in the outcome.

In each county, a county judge,
the chairman of the county com-
mission and the local elections
supervisor, recounted the votes
by feeding punch cards through
tabulation machines three times.
The makeup of the canvassing
board is supposed to insulate the

VICTORY: 2000 election is most exciting race,

(From 1A)

prayed in the past, pray now.
“Naturally, we wanted a big

win,” said Mrs. Lacy, who is
mother-in-law to Chnisty Lacy. “I
never drcamed it would be this
close.”

And, with an air of patriotism
on the week of the general elec-
tion and Veterans Day, Mrs. Lacy
noted, “Freedom is not free.”

Texas Land Commissioner
David Dewhurst, who was the
Republican Women's speaker
in the absence of U.S. Rep.
Lamar Smith, tendered this
observation: “A win by any mar-
gin is still a win. One vote can
make a difference.”

Tuming to his audience of
about 140 Republicans and at
least one Democrat guest — Mid-
land County Constable Angel
Hemandez — Dewhurst said,
“You are sunshine. We can’t win
elections without your hard
work, your passion, and your
brains.”

Hemandez had picked up
Republican votes in his victory
against a Rcwbhcan contender in
Tuesday's election. “Basically,
what they are telling me (is) they
voted for the person, not the par-
ty,” Hernandez said.

Of the presidential race, Sue
Brannon, who is chairman of the
Midland County Republican Par-
ty, said she had never witnessed
a more exciting race.

“And | have never seen more
enthusiasm than we have right
here” and at Tuesday night’s
“Win, Lose, or Draw” Bush

GOP Victory party, lpcmu'cdby
the Republican Women, “for

our next p-wdent. George W.
Bush.

process from politics, Roberts
said.

Two former secretaries of state
— Warren Christopher for Gore
and James A. Baker III for Bush
— were heading monitoring
teams sent to Flonda on Wednes-
day.

Even before the recount, the
Gore campaign was already eye-
ing legal options for forcing a
new vote in Palm Beach Coun-
ty, where confusion over how to
fill out the ballot may have
boosted the tally for Pat
Buchanan, a senior Gore advis-
er said, speaking on condition of
anonymity.

In Florida and elsewhere,
Democrats grumbled about long
lines at the polls, reports that bal-
lots were late in amving at
polling places and other possible

“We are still winners because
he will (still) be governor of this
great state of Texas or president
of the United States,” she said.

Judge Barbara Culver Clack —
who in 1962 was elected Midland
County judge to become the
first Republican elected official
in the courthouse and the first
woman elected county judge on
the Republican ticket in Texu —
cited the “very exciting” 2000
election returns.

“We have seen that the long,
long, long campaigns and hard
campaigns by these candidates
got lots of voters out,” Judge Cul-
ver said. “We're always worred
about lack of voter interest and
apathy and all of that.

“Certainly, we got lots of vot-
ers out this time. And that’s
good,” she said. “We are hoping
that Bush will be declared the
winner. | think it was a very his-
toric election and a marvelous
way to start off the new millen-
nium.”

J.D. Faircloth, who is vice
chairman of the Midland Coun-
ty Republican Party, noted
Bush’s tenuous lead.

“I think Bush is going to fare
real well,” Faircloth said. “Bush
will win in Florida unless some-
thing happens — (such a Democ-

tats) stealing the election by

presidential contest * ‘is absolute-
ly the most exciting race I have
seen, even more than the
Kennedy and Nixon race back in
the |

Faircloth, 51, recalled that he
was in elementary school during
that 1960 televised race that pit-
ted Democrat John F.
against Republican Richard M.

irregularities.

“We've received literally thou-
sands of telephone calls and
inquiries and reports of irregu-
larities like ballots appearing
and disappearing, voter intimi-
dation, and the totals of this elec-
tion sort of mysteriously d!np—

~ pearing and growing overnight,”

state Democratic Party chairman
Bob Poe said.

Jesse Jackson said he got calls
on Election Day complaining that
blacks had difficulty voting in
Florida and other Southem states.
He said some voters were told
there were no more ballots, or
that polls were closed.

“What we need 1s not just a
recount by hand, but also a thor-
ough investigation,” Jackson
said.

NAACP President Kweisi

Nixon. Ultumately, Kennedy won
that race by gathering 303 elec-
toral votes to Nixon's 219. In the
popular vote, Kennedy gamered
34.2 million votes or 49.72 per-
cent, and Nixon got 34.1 million
votes or 49.55 percent. The total
vote count was 68.8 million,
according to the Federal Election
Commission. Kennedy plurality
was by 114,673 votes.

“Our (elementary-school class)
was really excited,” Faircloth
recalled. “We were watching
the debates and the election. This
(2000 race) far exceeds that in
sheer excitement.”

Since “the voters have spoken
at the election polls, Faircloth
said he is “still confident” that
Bush “will prevail.

“He has been a great governor,
and he has been good about
working with the Democrats,
working with the other side,”
Faircloth said, “and I think that
it is real important in Washing-
ton right now to do that.”

Juandelle Lacy said the Bush-
Gore 2000 race “is the most
nerve-wracking election that |
have witnessed in my lifetime.”

She was a “Goldwater girl™ 1n
1964 when Republican presi-
dential nominee Barry Goldwa-
ter lost to President Lyndon B.
Johnson, the Democratic Party's

And four years earlier in the
1960 Kennedy-Nixon race, Mrs.
Lacy said that “I thought I had
died a thousand deaths because
[ wanted Nixon to win, but he lost
in the closet election until this
one.

“But I'm still encouraged”
that Bush, like his father, a for-
mer Midlander, will prevail and
win the election, said Mrs. Lacy,

TRIPLE: Laney most likely to retain speaker post

(From 1A)

Smith's ‘smcment continued
that this year’s historic election

is proof positive that every sin-

gle vote counts, regardless of
whatever the election’s ultimate

outcome. “In Flonda, it was
maybe one vote per 100 precincts
that made the difference,” Ms.
Fitting read. “We’ll be using this
... as an example of (the impor-
tance oﬂ voting for years to

come.”
Texu Land Commissioner

With the Democrats keeping
their majority in the House,
Speaker Pete Lancy was assured
of retaining his if he choos-
ﬁtokwplt. is the highest
mkingDunocrﬂinamm-
emment dominated by the GOP.

Lmylpowh'hthmg

House membership, faced an
uncu'Mnﬁmu'clfRepuHm
had claimed a slim majority
including state GOP chairman
Susan Weddi had said
they wanted a Republican speak-
er if the party won the House.

Muchofttﬂspeculmhad.

centered nn State Rep
Exblm fmm

'hefm :elacnonthlhe

mmmdmuetmﬂlml

Pick 3 Texas
AUSTIN (AP) — The Pick

Craddick was out of town
Wednesday and could not be
reached for comment.

Dewhurst remained upbeat
about the Republicans gaining
control of the House in the 2002
state election, saying that this
year's split was a clear sign

were continuing to
gain strength throughout the
state. “Perhaps next time we’ll be
elecunglspukaofthcl'hm
as well,” hesnd |

nnmymm,kq:ﬂmtq!
their grip on the chamber that

would select a new lieutenant
governor if Bush wins the White
House. If that happens, Lt.'Gov.
Rick Perry will ascend to the gov-
emor’s office and the Senate will
choose one of its members to

Mfume said he has asked the Jus-
tice Department to investigate
alleged election irregularities
affecting minority voting. He also
wants the government to oversee
the recount.

“We are not suggesting foul
play, but we are very much con-
cerned that foul play can hap-
pen,” he said in a statement.

Separately, Democratic offi-
cials and voters complained
about the way ballots in Palm
Beach County were arranged.
Voters punched holes in the
middle of the ballot, while can-
didates were alternately listed to
the left and then the right. Coun-
ty officials also said more than
19,000 ballots in the presidential
race were tossed out because
more than one candidate was
picked.

Faircloth says

who quowd the poem, “Don’t

Qult
“Don’t quu when the night is
darkest, For it's just a while 'til
dawn.
Don’t quit when you've run the
farthest, For the race is almost
won."”
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WEST PALM BEACH, Fla.

— Election officials on Wednes-
day di ified more than
19,000 in a Florida coun-

ty where confusion over the
pu-:hcardl stem led to a flood

and a lawsuit.
Threc people filed suit
Wednesday secking a new elec-

tion in Palm Beach County,
claiming the punch-card ballot
was so confusing that they acci-
dentally voted for Reform Par-
ty candidate Pat Buchanan
instead of Vice President Al
Gore.

Hundreds of Gore supporters
also called the county elections
office Wednesday, saying they
feared they had mistakenly vot-
ed for Buchanan.

Lawyers for the Democratic
Party said that the design of the
Palm Beach County ballot is ille-
gal and that they may ask for a
re-vote. But no immediate action
was taken by the y.

Election officials said 19,120
ballots in the county were nulli-
fied because they showed more
than one vote for president.

Buchanan got 3,407 votes for
president in the heavily Demo-
cratic county Tuesday, more
than he received in any other
Florida county, according to
unofficial returns.

Statewide, Gore was behind
George W. Bush by fewer than
1,800 votes, and Flornida held the
key to the national race.
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of the baliots used in Paim Beach County, Fla., on Election Day, Tuesday. Supporters

of Vice President Al Gore flooded the Paim Beach County elections office with calls Wednesday,
fearing they had accidentally cast their votes for Reform Party Candidate Pat Buchanan because
of the way the punch-card ballot was laid out.

“It was so hard to tell who and
what you were voting for. |
couldn’t figure it out, and | have
a doctorate,” voter Eileen Klas-

feld said.

Two larger counties south of
Palm Beach both had much low-
erf Buchanan results — 789 1n
Broward County and 561 in
Miami-Dade County. In Duval
County, a much more conserva-
tive county in northeast Florida,
only 650 Buchanan votes were
casl.

Number of women governors

at one time hits highest mark

Associlated Press

Ruth Annp Minner started
working in the Dejaware state-
house as a receptionist in the
1970s. Judy Martz entered Mon-
tana politics just four years ago
after helping run a garbagc
business.

Now both licutenant gover-
nors have been promoted to their
states’ highest office and have
helped give the nation more
women governors — five —
than ever before.

In all, three women were
among the 11 gubematonal vic-
tors in Tuesday’s elections; the
other was New Hampshire's
Democratic incumbent, Jeanne
Shaheen. They join two serving
Republican governors, Chnistine
Todd Whitman of New Jersey
and Jane Hull of Anzona.

Two other women ran strong
major-party campaigns, but lost
in high-profile races.

North Dakota’s Heidi
Heitkamp, a Democrat diag-
nosed with breast cancer 1n
September, lost to Republican
banker John Hoeven. In Ver-
mont, Democratic Gov. Howard
Dean survived a challenge from
Republican Ruth Dwyer, who
opposed a Dean-backed bill that
extended marriage-like nghts to
gay couples.

Martz, a Republican, got 51
percent of the vote to 46 percent
for Democratic State Auditor
Mark O'Keefe. A former
Olympic speedskater, Martz
was virtually unknown in Mon-
tana politics until picked as
running mate for outgoing Gov.
Marc Racicot.

Minner, a Democrat whose
stint as a statchouse reception-
ist preceded o lengthy legislative
career, won 59 percent of the
vote to defeat former GOP law-
maker John Bums.

With one exception, the
gubernatorial elections ended
with the same party holding
power. Only in West Virginia
will there be a change — Demo-
cratic U.S. Rep. Bob Wise
edged Republican incumbént
Cecil Underwood, at 78 the
nation’s oldest governor.

Underwood’s loss means
there will be 29 Republican gov-
emors, 19 Democrats and two
independents.

The other five incumbents up
for re-election won: Republican
Mike Leavitt in Utah and
Democrats Dean, Shaheen,
Frank O'Bannon in Indiana and

\ssociated AMassage

Lots of new
Fun Jewelry

Gary Locke in Washington.

In Missouri; there was an
exceptionally close race to suc-
ceed Gov. Mel Camahan, the
popular Democrat killed three
weeks ago in a plane crash. The
winner was Democratic State
Treasurer Bob Holden, who
edged Republican Rep. Jim Tal-
ent in a contest that wasn't
decided until nearly 3 a.m. EST
Wednesday.

“I'm just sorry he’s not here
for the rest of the journey,
Holden said of Carnahan.

The Democrats also won 1n
North Carolina, where Attorney
General Mike Easley defeated
Republican Richard Vinroot, a
former mayor of Charlotte, by
52 percent to 46 percent.

The confusion apparently
arose from the way Palm Beach
County’s punch-card style ballot
was laid out for the presidential
race. Candidates are listed in two
columns, with holes down the
middle between the columns, to
the nght or the left of each can-
didate’s name.

The top hole was for Bush,
who was listed at top left; the
second hole was for Buchanan,
listed at top nght, and the third

hole was for Gore, listed under
Bush on the left.’ Arrows linked
the names with the proper hole,
but some voters feared they had
missed the arrows and punched
the wrong hole.

“When ballots are placed in the
slide for voting, Al Gore and Joe
Lieberman are the second names
on the ballot, but the third hole
to punch,” Flonda Democratic
Party Communications Director
Bill Buck said 1n a statement..
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Parents are encouraged to join
MISD in recognizing
Parental Involvement Week
by visiting their child’s school.

Many schools have planned special
activities during the week which
include parent participation.
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MISD Communications Services
Department at 689-1008.
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elephone Store
Wireless Made Simple!

Digital Edge USA

* Nationwide coverage.

* No Roaming Charges.

* No Long-Distance Charges.

* No better way to stay in touch.

Price plans
starting as low

as 925 per mo:

But Clay Roberts, director of
lhtFlondA of Elec-

tions, said the problem was

¢ .
Wmm they are con-

fused. | think they left the polling
and became confused. The
lot is very straightforward.
You follow the arrow, you punch
the location. Then you have
voted for who you intend to
elect,” said Roberts, a Republi-
can appointed by Gov. Jeb Bush,
George W.'s brother.

Flonda law specifies that vot-
ers mark an X in the blank space
to the right of the name nlpacthc
candidate they want to vote for.

Jeff Liggio, a lawyer for coun-
ty Democrats, called the ballot
illegal. “Right means nght, does-
n’t it? The state law says night.
It doesn’t mean left,” he said.

Don A. Dililman of the Amer-
ican Association for Public
Opinion Research, who has done
rescarch on the design of paper
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Been some changes, Rearranging.

Come and see us, Won't believe us.
The changes are great, So don't hesitate!

Melcomes You to their Open House

: Fnday and Saturday, Novemer 10-11 1000 am to 600 pm
,‘C Come Enjoy Snacks and A Cup of of Hot Wassail
WHILE YOU SHOP OUR SPECTACULAR
CHRISTMAS GALLERY !
SI6N-UP FOR DOOR PRIZES

ENTIRE STORE ON SALE
(excluding collectibles)

omphmentary Gift Wrapping Available
L donunade al Podo Park (Behund ( hili

687-0717

questionnaires, called the ballot
confusing.

“I've never seen one set up like
this,” Dililman said from Pull-
man, Wash. “It’s very confusing
the way they have put things on
the right side together with
things on the left side. | can see
why there might be a lem.
If you passed over the first can-
didate to go for the second can-
didate, 1t's logical that you'd
punch the second hole.”

Outside the Palm Beach clec-
tons office, about 50 outraged
Citizens camed signs protesting
the ballots.

“It was an injustice. Thousands
of people were confused,” said
42-year-old Niso Mama. “We
have to have another election in
this county.”

In Pinellas County, mean-
while, election officials ordered
a recount of the recount late
Wednesday, saying some ballots
weren 't properly counted.
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construction plus a reinforced
nonstick intenor ensures
easv cleanup. Large
12°W x 16"L x 3'/."H size;
dishwasher safe
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SAVE *40 ON LARGE
ALUMINUM ROASTERS

Great low price, just in time for holiday meals!

Two pans in one — doubles as a roaster
with nonstick removable rack or
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Serving Pieces from Wallace

Oversized silverplaled pieces include
pierced tablespoon. pie server, cold
meat fork, casserole spoon. fat server
or gravy ladle (it boxed

Retail $30)
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NE Corner of Loop 250 & Garfield + 684-3883
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Fundamental freedoms,

democracy continue to
hold America together

House contest, it's the little things

For all of the chaos in Tuesday’s White
which go unnoticed we ought to treasure

most.

Wednesday morning, with no clear winner
yet determined, America continued to func-

tion as normal.

Men and women went to their offices and

workplaces. Children went to school. The mail

was delivered. The banks and stock market

opened on time.

With all of the swirling questions sur-
rounding the future of the nation’s highest
executive office, Americans still woke up con-
fident that their day-to-day lives and funda-
mental freedoms were not in jeopardy.

How many nations in the world can make
that same claim?

In America there were no tanks rolling down
Pennsylvania Avenue. There was no rioting

in the streets. There was no quick grab for

power by the either of the two men who had
worked so hard to attain the nation’s highest
office.

Many times the people of our nation have
perservered through crisis. The Civil War may
have been the ultimate test of our nation, and
in the end we were stronger because we made
it through that bloody contest. Through sub-
sequent wars in Europe and Asia, the veter-
ans who went off to defend our country and
the men and women who supported them back
on America’s shores are a testament to the
toughness and fiber of our country.

In the end, it is a fragile web of common
beliefs and a theory of government carved out
by the likes of Thomas Jefferson and James
Madison that hold our country together.

For the next several days, Americans will
be debating a number of 1ssues

Why does our nation depend on the Elec-
toral College rather than the popular vote? As
technologically sophisticated as our nation has
become, is there still too much room for fraud
or miscalculation in the hurry-up tallying of
votes on election night? Does release of vot-
er data from the East Coast hinder the demo-
cratic process on the West Coast?

Fortunately, we Americans enjoy the fun-
damental freedom of speech. We can express
our thoughts about the process and the can-
didates without fear of repression.

Throughout our community for the past cou-
ple of weeks, schools have been holding mock
elections in an effort to demonstrate to our
young people how the American system
works.

This presidential election has served as
another reminder of the importance of each
and 2very voice in America.

We have faith that our Amencan belief in
democracy and freedom will carry our coun-
try torward with strength for many generations
to come.

TODAY IN HISTORY

Today is Thursday, Nov. 9, the 314th day of 2000.
There are 52 days left in the year.

Today's highﬂght in history:
On Nvﬂ

v. 9, 1989, communist East Germany threw
n its borders, allowing citizens to travel freely to the
est; joyous Germans atop the Berlin Wall.

On this date:

In 1872, fire destroyed nearly 1,000 buildings in
Boston.
In 1918, Germany's Kaiser Wilhelm Il announced he
would abdicate. He then fled to the Netherlands.
president John L. Lewis
and other labor leaders formed the Committee for Indus-
tnal Organization.
In 1938, Nazis looted and burned synagogues as well
as Jewish-owned stores and houses in Germany and Aus-
tria in what became known as “Knistallnacht.”
In 1963, twin disasters struck Japan as some 450 min-
ers were killed in a coal-dust explosion, and 160 peo-
ple died 1n a train crash.
Northeast blackout occurred as sev-
of Canada were hit by a series of

In 1935, United Mine Workers

In 1965, the great
ting up to 13 1/2 hours.

age 79.
In 1976, the U.N. General Assembly

age 75.

Five years ago: Ina
! told The Associated Press that people
rather than shunned him since his

ved 10 res-
id in South Afnica, includ-
mﬁconc-chmaizing the white-ruled government as
“illegitimate.”

In 1988, former Attorney General John N. Mitchell,
atergate scandal, died in Wash-

en years ago: Soviet President Mikhail S. Gorbachev
signed a historic non-aggression treaty with
winning praise fromh German leaders in Bonn for his
in the peaceful fall of the Berlin Wall.

pair of telephone interviews, O.J.
have sup-

Germany,

role

ported acquittal, and
that he has leamed that fame and wealth are illusions:
“The only thing that endures 1s character.”

mﬁmmmmmmw
Flight 990 was gecovered from the Atlantic Ocean and

::mi:’:fu | TWTSMBMW

GEORGE WILL

ASHINGTON — As the 1932 election

whed. President Herbert Hoover,
to be swept from office, received a

telegram from an voter eager to wield the
broom: “Vote for Roosevelt and make it unani-
mous.” Boring unanimity is
not America’s problem just
Nnow.

Amud the welter of uncer-
tainties remaining as this is
written at noon Wednesday,
there are three certainties.
The ferocious campaign,
unprecedentedly competitive
across the continent, will pro-
duce one president, two ten-
uouslz;smuﬂlled legislative
chambers,

a number of votes substan-

tially smaller than Ralph

Nader's vote total, Democrats will feel deprived of
victory by a frivolous faction. As we enter an impas-
sioned debate about electing presidents by electoral
votes, r this:

Replacing the Electoral College, and the winner-
take-all allocation of electoral votes by states (not
a constitutional requirement, a choice made by all
states except Maine and Nebraska), with direct elec-
tion of presidents by popular votes, or I:;y -
tional (to the popular vote) allocation o cmoral
votes, would Q an incentive for minor parties to
splinter the electorate, producing muddy mandates
rendered in a raspy and uncertain national voice.

If Bush loses Flonda, having lost other states by
whiskers, Republicans will suspect that victory was
snatched from them when he lost momentum due

CAL THOMAS

Iﬁlm “The Matnx,” in which all action 1s frozen.

No one predicted this. Nothing like 1t has ever been
seen before. Talk about not having a mandate'! What
does this election mean? What message, if any, were
voters trying to send? What agenda will the new pres-

ident feel he can pursue’

Based on expenence, if George Bush squeezes out
a slim majonty, Democrats will claim he has to work

with them, meaning only Democrat ideas and programs
can be advanced.
working with Democrats to advance legislation, but
Washington isn’t Austin and the
stakes become much bigger at the
national level. If Al Gore man-
ages to win, he will encounter
hostile Republicans, stll batter
over the Chinton-Gore years.

The idea of “doing the people's
business” sounds noble, but most
politicians look out for No. 1. If
they appear high-minded, so
much the better, but in a contest
between looking noble and dot
what 1s best for the individ
fmlitician. guess who's most

tkely to win that struggle?

Will the country put up with four years of deadlock
between the White House and Congress when sen-
ous i1ssues demand resolution? These would include
fixing Social Secunity, deciding how to improve a trou-
bled education system, sorting out how to deal with
the surplus, including the question of tax cuts. Defense
and foreign policy issues, especially the Middle E it,
need a president-elect who can prepare to address them.

The politics of division seems to have worked well
for Democrats. More than 90 percent of the Afrnican-
American vote went for Gore. The race card was on
the table nationwide. Afncan- Amenican churches were
used by Al Gore and Hillary Rodham Clinton, New
York’s Senator-elect, to pander to black voters. This
is as shameful as when politicians use and abuse God
in conservative churches, but the government's

t reads like a novel. It looks like a scene from the

ush has had a history in Texas of

to the election-eve tempest about a 24-year-old dri-
nngunderc;‘the-mﬂuncc infraction. Everyone,
political allegiances, should execrate

- ' %ﬂﬂtfﬂ(ﬂm%wiﬁﬁﬂ-
tempest, who recklessl ' process.

In C lhermnrhﬁgh ic Pary,
which believes that a baby kicking in its mother s
stomach should not be | alive but that a
dead Senate candidate should be considered alive,
came tantalizingly close to capturing both houses.
And this time the familiar axiom — that close only
counts in horseshoes and hand — is not
apposite. Closeness deepens disappointment, and
some senior Democrats, whose fong experience in
the majority make the drudgery of minority status
especially galling, may now retire.

the Senate, two Democratic seats are uncer-
tain. If Joe Lieberman becomes vice president, Con-
necticut’s ' govemor will int a
Republican t. And Missoun’s Car-
nahan may be a long way from securely occupy-
ing the seat for which she did not run — at least
she did not if you subscribe to the perhaps quaint
mﬁmwcandimmghavtdwirnmm

Ofs.

Furthermore, a Republican seat from a state with
a Democratic governor hangs by the thin thread of
an old man’s health: South Carolina’s Strom Thur-
mndwi]lhc‘)ﬂin[)eccmbcrandisaﬂing.azuhich
means that Democrats could control the at
any moment.

Thcrcisamtg:paradm in Tuesday’s surge in
tumout: Many of ¢ — for example, the edi-
tors of The Washington and other newspapers
— who are most distressed by low turnout are also
disturbed by one thing that helped produce the surge.
The flood of political money, much of it not raised

by or spent through candidates’ campaigns, produced

Political gridliock to just get worse

response is a double-standard. Liberal black church-
their tax-exemption even when the
pit. Con-
servative churches nisk losing theirs for doing little

es get to
preacher endorses a Democrat from the pul

more than passing out “voter guides.”
However the presi

new C . But in many ways, that’s good

raising our taxes, or more of our

sured to ¢ their votes from

are pledged

some will be offered favors, even an

. - - : .- 5 i

tial race tumns out, a lot of peo-
ple will not be satisfied. If you think gnidlock was a
proplem before, look for it to get even worse with this .,
. A “do-
nothing Congress™ means they will do nothing about
' . This
expiring Congress still has work to do on the current
budget, which it has already larded with huge

officially elect the president, su;ﬁm some feel pres- ;
one to whom they To

yvirmcnfwhﬂ[ggtﬂwmajm of the
popular vote in their state) to the other gy"‘;ﬁhﬂps

if they switch from Bush to Gore, or the reverse. There

In politics, a close race deepens pain of losing

— and on balance wholesome —
mw on

' the electorate.
m’lho-cwhofam igher tumouts and less polit-
. . — . s it

et e opton pisg e
cannot have it ways. Those who favor less dis-
course include many members of the political class,
who resent losing control of the national conver-
sation, and hence of their campaigns. Too bad. Pol-
itics is not their private property.
hym of pnhuc:l mmlﬁnﬂLn agunby iv

1t Y, in dis-
cnve.mdthlwt:u you i the flow of fund-
ing for political opinions in one stream, funding
increases in other streams. The Post, which favors
limits on contributions to candidates, notes with
' ingly channeled not

"‘"“m":.m:&mw g sopposd
. . " = is'u A

advocacy (for and agai control, right
to life, and on and on) that bestir more than
4 million more voters than partici in 1996.
Let there be no mistaking what Tues-
day: Our system of constituti democracy
worked well. Itisa s of tation, and
it has, with id precision, nted the
strengths of the parties, and hence the division in
the public mind. There exists between the parties
apaﬁtymmwnsimttnm of the 19th
, W ve consecutive elections produced
plurality presidents.

Tuesday the nation elected its third consecutive
ident with less than a ar vole majority.
ver he is, he eamned the job.

George Will’s column is distributed by Wash-
ington Post Writers Group.

DAN RATHER

Election has taught
us that just about

anything can happen
o

nbelievable.” That was the reac-
tion of e Bush’'s communi-
cations director, Karen Hughcs. to
Al Gore’s withdrawal of his concession and
ions. Ms. Hughes might not
have offered that word in quite the same spir-
it as did my journalistic co , but I can
tell you that it was, and is, the sentiment all
around about the ceaseless seesawing of this
year's presidential election. Unbelievable.
Pity the poor wniter on deadline ... for if
this Election Day/ night/following day has
taught us anything, it’s that no one knows
what'sgtingmhammt It might be days
or even weeks be
final, official results
~of the national ar
vote and the Electoral

e
ified.

The country and the
candidates will settle
down, settle back and
forge forward with the
hard task of making
our continuing exper-
iment In democracy
work as best it can. We
lean on expenence In
times such as this; the
problem is, there has never been a presi-
dential election quite like this one: Gore
ahead in the vote, Bush ahead by the
tightest of margins in the key electoral state,

a recount ordered — the entire election and
the American presidency resting on the out-
come

This much, though, seems certain: The
' be it Bush or Gore, will move
to 1600 Pennsylvania Ave. with a mandate
that can be measured in precincts. If it is final-
ly Bush, we’ll have our first electoral-vote-
only president since Benjamin Hamison in
1888. If it's somehow Gore, his death-grip

amounts of pork. on the will eam him partisan acri-

The biggest intrigue of all may come with the Elec- .40y oalore. Negligible seems a charitable

toral College. When the electors meet next month to WGJ&!& either of these two will
have

put it mildly, the Amenican electorate
is deeply and nearly evenly divided. And the
fact that this split is also reflected in the new
P.  Congress will make the new president’s job
even more difficult. It looks as if the Repub-

1s nothing to stop them from switching, other than a  |icans have held on to the House of Repre-
loss of honor. And what ns if the Congress refus-  gsentatives by a hair, and one scenario — par-
es to accept the results of the electoral vote, - tially dependent on the presidential outcome
ing another election, this one in the House of Repre- — has an unprecedented 50-50 split in the
sentatives? And what ns if the popular vote is  Senate.

overturned by Congress”? asingle vote or two  If it tums out to be Gore, it's hard to see
would decide the race? Would a few members of Con-  him getting much from a GOP that
gress consider “incentives” to vote in a certain way?  was in the measuring the White

No matter how close election outcomes, Amerncans
the results, making our coun-

tzunjquc in the world. But the ability of a new pres-
! remain in

have always

nt to command allegiance and support
doubt in a race like this. What then?

For a ime Tuesday night and Wednesday moming,
pundits were left without much
to say except repeat the obvious. Historians will study
tions to come. Who says one

television anchors and

this election for
vote can’t make a difference?

Cal Thomas' column is distributed by the Los Ange-

les Times Syndicate.

House drapes when he crashed the party. And
if it’s Bush, the challenge to govemning posed
by his slight win in Florida will be coupled
Eoiadoncy. AfE & campetgn s which B
: a campaign in

Mymmadmydhisdiﬁum
with Gore on the issues, it will be difficult
at best for him to undertake anything
mmbélﬁ' a bold policy initiative.

The elections are just around the cor-
ner in Washington terms, and the slim con-

mumlmpmmmhkd to take on
of their own. Witheachlz:lclouﬁng

el i e i SR
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BOSTON (AP) — A form of
the herpes virus that causes an
AlIDS-related skin cancer
appears to spread through kiss-

in
tlcpuvmﬂwudmovaed
six years ago and causes a skin

cancer called Kaposi's sarcoma.
In the United States, the cancer
occurs almost exclusively in
people with AIDS.

Some had suspected that the
virus was transmitted through
sexual intercourse, but the new
research from the University of
Washington, reported in Thurs-
day’'s New England Joumnal of
Medicine, contradicts that idea.

Dr. John Pauk and others test-
ed 39 gay men who were infect-
ed with the virus but did not have

i's sarcoma. They found
the virus in 30 percent of their

Police search for suspect in brokerage shooting
SySoneSariele

Barisic

Associated Press

NORFOLK, Va. — Police
were searching Wednesday for a
fired stockbroker accused of
retumning to the office and killing
the manager who dismissed him.

Joseph Ludlam, 36, reportedly
was fired a month ago from First
Union Securities because of dis-
crepancies in his a counts and
aggressive trading practices.
Police say he returned to the bro-
kerage Tuesday moming and
killed Timothy K. O’Shaugh-
nessy, 40.

The search for Ludlam focused
on southeastern Virginia because
a witness saw him in Portsmouth
as late as Tuesday aftemoon. “We
don’t have anything to indicate
that he left the area,” said Larry
Hill, a spokesman for Norfolk
police.

Police wamed that Ludlam
was armed and should be con-
sidered dangerous.

Ludlam arnved at the office at
about 8:30 a.m., encountered
several employees and confront-
ed O’Shaughnessy, witnesses
told police. He told at least one
other person in the office, “You'd
\ better get out of * *re,” shot his
former boss, then (.. | nolice said.

Ludlam ran to a nearby park-
ing garage and fled in O'Shaugh-
nessy's 1998 green Honda

Cohen: Premature
‘10 say bin Laden
behind bombing

WASHINGTON (AP) —
Defense William Cohen
said Wednesday it is too early to
conclude that ‘terrorist
mastermind Osama bin Laden
was behind the bombing of the
USSColchthm G
with reporters in
Pentagon , Cohen was asked
wmmmdm\’ collected so far
| by US ementi in
: points to mum‘m
dinnﬂ::utwhoum
FBI in connection with the 998
bombings of U.S. embassies in
Afnca.

“We can’t say that at this

int,” Cohen responded. “That’s
Eommhmmdmlnpdullyhm
will be able to reach (soon), in
terms of who is and
who we can hold accountable.
Osama bin Laden is one that we
will continue to Jook at, but it is
by no means definitive at this point
as to who was for this.”

Bin Laden has called for a holy
war on the United States and
vowed to drive the U.S. military
out of the Middle East.

Cohen said U.S. investigators in
Yemen are “still getting good
cooperation”’ from Yemeni author-
ities, but he kncw of no break-
throughs.
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saliva samples and mouth swabs,

with | ent of anal
and genital samples. When pre-
sent, the virus levels were also
much higher in saliva than in
semen. .

“The i £ thing is it
suggests that oral-oral contact
plays some role in transmission,
although more study is needed to
confirm that,” said Pauk.

The study also found that
homosexual men who engaged in
“deep kissing” — kissing that
involves a lot of contact with
saliva — appeared to be at sub-

stantially higher nisk of catching

the virus.

1 S Sarcoma causes pur-
ple skin blotches and can also
attack the internal organs. Like
many other diseases that kill peo-
ple with AIDS, it usually affects
those with weakened immune
systems. The virus alone rarely
causes sickness among people

Accord, police said. The car was
still missing Wednesday.

First Union’'s Norfolk office
remained closed Wednesday.
Senior officers from the home
office in Richmond were in Nor-
folk to meet with employees, and
counselors
were made
available to
employees
in both
cities, Mat-
tera said.

Ludlam, a
1986 grad-
uate of the
N aval
Academy
and a Gultf
War veter-
an, was dis-
charged from the Navy as a lieu-
tenant in March 1996, according
to military records. He also had
worked for a discount brokerage
before joining First Union.

Ludiam

In September, Ludlam was
arrested and charged with failure

with normal disease defenses.

The resecarch “definitely has
public health implications for

le infected with HIV.,” said

. Ronald O. Valdisermn of the
U.S. Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention. However, he
said there was not enough data
to recommend that people with
HIV avoid deep kissing.

Thirty percent to 50 percent of
HIV-infected people who catch
herpes vigus 8 will eventually get
Kaposi's sarcoma. Kaposi's sar-
coma has been present for cen-
turies in Southern Europe, the
Middle East and Afrnica. But 1t
was rare in the United States
until the start of the AIDS epi-
demic in the early 1980s.

Experts say the virus 1s stll
largely confined to homosexuals
in the United States, and that 1s
why kissing has not yet spread
herpes virus 8 among hetero-
sexuals.

to appear in court on a misde-
meanor charge. Hill said he did
not know what the charge was.
Ludlam was released from jail on
$500 bond, authorities said.

While Ludlam was in the
Navy, he was charged with
drunken dnving and possession of
marijuana, The Virgiman-Pilot
reported. A judge found Ludlam
guilty of reckless dnving, and
Ludlam was given a 90-day sus-
pended jail sentence, court
records show.

O’Shaughnessy, who was mar-
ried with four boys ages 6 and
under, was transferred to First
Union’s Norfolk office several
months ago after managing the
company’'s office in Elizabeth
City, N.C., company officials
told The Virginian-Pilot. Ludlam
was hired by the Norfolk office
several months before O'Shaugh-
nessy became manager, officials
said.

Thomas Love, who brought
O’Shaughnessy to First Union
more than seven years ago, said
O’Shaughnessy was scrutinizing
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NATION
AIDS-related virus spreads through kissing

Dr. Anna Wald, another Uni-
versity of Washington
rescarcher, noted that herpes
virus 8 is closely <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>