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By JO ANN ZUNIGA
A new coalition of black and

Hispanic state legislators from
.across the United States an-
nounced an mitiative Tuesday to
close the educational gap be-
tween minority and white

students.

Meeting in Houston, the National
Black Caucus of State Legislators and
the National Hispanic Caucus of State
Legislators are launching pilot projects
in seven states, including Texas, to
focus on recruiting and retaining
quality teachers and improving
curriculum and literacy.

Both groups, with a combiried
caucus membership of about 1,000
minority officeholders, #aid they have
joined for the first time to press similar

omentarios

ast year one bill
L passed by the State
Legislature will severly
affect low income people

and especially children

and their health needs.

According to information
furnished by the Texas State
Employees Union, enrollment -
of children in the CHIP program
will be reduced by 1,653 by
2005 in Lubbock County. In
addition to CHIP cuts House
Bill 2292 will cut jobs and
services to pregnant women, (0
medically needy, aged and
disabled persons. Next week we
will feature a total story on the
effects of this bill on Lubbock.
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. I guess Victor was a little bit
bothered by us writing about his
apparent announcement that he
will not run for re-election.
Victor told a radio announcer
that thinking about his running
again is “perhaps a bit of
wishful thinking.”

What Victor has to realize is
that we report news as it hap-
pens. If he does not want us to
talk about his plans, perhaps he
should stop declaring his
intentions in public. Our sources
told us that Victor announced
that he would not run for re-
election at a meeting held with

about 6 people attending.
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We hear that lots of plans are
currently being made for this
year’s Cinco de Mayo including
the Concert to be held by
Magic, a Super Cinco de Mayo
Softball Tournament and
various events being planned by
Fiestas del Llano. More on this

as soon as details are available.
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Bidal can be contacted at
eleditor@]lano.net
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education strategies for achievement
levels.

Ohio state Sen. C.J. Prentiss, who
called equality in education a "civil
right yet unrealized,"” said her state
increased funding for education to
improve its poor graduation rates. The
state has the fourth-lowest graduation
rate -- 60 percent -- of black students
in the nation.

She pushed through a $20 million
amendment in Ohio's state education
budget for school districts 1n "aca-
demic emergency" in 2003; the money
will go toward student intervention and
teachers' professional development.

Called "Leave No Child Behind for
High School Graduation,” the funds will
help the first group of students who must
pass five Ohio graduation tests tied to 10th-
grade standards. Their teachers of major
subjects will have five extra days of
professional development to learn new
content standards.

Prentiss is not only helping
spearhead the campaign in Ohio but 1s
working to expand it to school districts
in Texas, Arizona, New Mexico, New
York, Maryland and Illinoss.

Texas state Sen. Leticia Van Putte,
D-San Antonio, president of the
National Hispanic Caucus of State

Legislators, and state Rep. Dora Olivo,
D-Missour: City, said they are on
board with black legislators and the
campaign to close the gap

"Why are our children not meeting
their full potential when 1t's not their
fault? It's systemic and systematic,"
Van Putte said.

The groups say recent studies
indicated that "separate and unequal
conditions” remain in urban school
districts throughout the country,
despite the historic Brown v. Board of
Education decision, whmh promised
equal education.

Two-thirds of minority students
attend schools that are financed with
state and local money at levels below
those 1n nonminority sehool districts,
the two groups found.

The groups are recommending
increased teacher salari€s, retention
programs and improved professional
development at undersérved schools.
They also want to see smaller class
sizes, strengthened bilingual educa-
tion, enriched curriculum, increased
literacy and expanded access to
preschool.

But the legislators also ackfiowl-
edged that state funding is tight and
any additional educational funding is
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Minority lawmakers tout education-equality effort

in question. Van Putte said she 1s
"hopeful" that a funding solution will
be hammered out in a Texas legislative
special session in the spring to deal
with public school refinancing.

The National Assessment of
Educational Progress recently reported
that African-American, Hispanic and
poor students had slightly narrowed
the achievement gap with Anglo
students compared with test results
over the past decade.

At the same time, the assessment

found that shightly fewer than one-third
of all students -- nationally and 1n
Texas -- cannot do math or read at a
"proficient" level, as determined by a
bipartisan board of education experts.
Among eighth-graders nationally,
about 40 percent of whites and Asians
read at or above the proficient level,
compared with 13 percent of black
students and 15 percent of Hispanics.
Hispanics and blacks continue to
drop out of school at a higher rate than
whites, the legislative studies showed.

| Visas temporales Reducian Inmigracion Ilegal

Washington - La
concesion de nuevas visas
de trabajo temporal y la
legalizacion de los millones

tiene varias opciones, incluso la de
mantener el "status quo”, una
situacion que dificulta a los
indocumentados conseguir trabajo.
También los legisladores tienen

de-dndocineRtados Sl vmmmme—=da-0pcion.de promulgaruna ley-que

EE.UU., podria reducir
significativamente la -
inmigracion ilegal, segun
dos estudios recientes.

Ambos estudios, elaborados
por Stuart Anderson, de la
Fundacion Nacional para Politicas
de Estados Unidos, fueron
difundidos en el Congreso, donde
la creciente inmigracion ilegal es
motivo de gran preocupacion.

Anderson dijo que las
evidencias indican que la ausencia
de sistemas para poder trabajar
legalmente en EE.UU. es la "razon
primaria" para que existan los
actuales niveles de inmigracion
1legal. 3

Las autoridades de inmigracion
estadounidenses, y el autor de las dos
investigaciones, estiman que mas de 8
millones de extranjeros indocumen-
tados viven en este pais, y que esa cifra
aumenta casi a diario.

Uno de los estudios de Ander-
son: "Haciendo la Transicion
Migratoria de Ilegal a Legal",
resalta que para lidiar con la
inmigracion ilegal, el Congreso

Por Marco A. Delgado

establezca nuevas visas temporales
de trabajo o mejorar las categorias
de visados ya existente.

Asimismo, podria aprobar una
legislacion que permita crear
nuevos programas de trabajo
combinados con la transicion de la

legalizacion de los indocumentados

ya existentes en EE.UU.

Subrayd, que mantener el
"status quo" con una mayor
aplicacion de la ley, no presagia
una reduccion de la inmigracion
ilegal, pero si prolonga una
situacion dificil en la que muchos
indocumentados encuentran la
muerte durante sus intentos de
cruzar la frontera.

Anderson dijo que seguir con el
"status quo" puede estimular al
mercado negro laboral y crear
medidas represivas mas drasticas y
contraproducentes contra los
inmigrantes indocumentados.

Stuart Anderson estima que la

_opci6n que ofrece "la oportunidad mas

realista para cambios significativos y
positivos" es la de combinar nuevas
visas temporales de trabajo con una
transicion a la legalidad a los

According to recent studines, immigration os undocu-
mented workers has proven to be reduced by the granting
of visas through new immigration laws . Illegal immigra-
tion has recntly been under concern by the Congress.

inmigrantes indocumentados que ya
viven en EE.UU.

En su segundo estudio
presentado: "El Impacto de los
Programas de Trabajadores
Huéspedes en la Inmigracion
[legal", este experto dice que el
"Programa Bracero" -ya eliminado
y ausente en el debate sobre
politicas migratorias-, Jugo un
papel clave en la reduccion de la

Inmigracion ilegal.

Entre 1942 y 1964 ese
programa permitio el ingreso de
trabajadores mexicanos agricolas
durante la temporada de cosechas
estadounidenses.

Anderson dice que la
eliminacion de ese plan, en 1964,
marcoé el comienzo del aumento de
la inmigracion ilegal, "que ha
crecido hasta los dias actuales”

Fox and Perry DlSCIlSS Water, Death and Immigration

Following a recent SSg
tour in the United 5
States by Mexican
president Vicente Fox,
different media 1n his
country criticized his
position confronting &
Texas governor, Rick
Perry, who was
emphatic respecting 8
the matters of water £38
debt with his country * 7
and the death penalty; .o
while remaining very
reserved on the ¥
proposal of using the Consular
Registration as official identifica-

tion by Mexican immigrants.

After having visited and obtained better
results in the states of Arizona and New
Mexico, meeting with their respective
governors, Janet Napolitano and Bill
Richardson, President Fox reached the state
of Texas enveloped in an anti-immigrant

AR

environment, as pointed out by the
Mexican daily “La Jornada™ in its
November 7 edition.

The controversial meeting between Fox
and the Texas governor touched on three
topics which have maintained the attention
of both governments, and above all of
Mexican as well as the North American
media: the water treaties, immigration, and,

finally, the death penalty. The latter having
been the cause on one occasion for the
president of Mexico to cancel a trip to
Texas, August of 2002, as protest for the
execution of Mexican Javier Suarez
Medina, accused of the murder of a
narcotics agent.

This matter overshadowed relations
between the Mexican federal government
and the state of Texas, and went beyond
being a simple protest when the govern-
ment of Mexico accused Texas officials of
violating Article 36 of the Vienna Conven-

§ tion, since they did not inform Suarez of

his right to receive consulate assistance at

& the time of his arrest.

Perry’s words to the media on this

% occasion voiced his respect for the feelings
S of the Mexican government and its

commitment to the protection of its
citizens, but he was adamant about a
continued application of the death penalty
to those who murder policemen and
citizens within his territory.

Mexico’s Secretary of State, Luis
Emest Derbez, in response to the com-
ments made by Rick Perry, pointed out that
the governor of Texas did not refer
exclusively to Mexicans, as had been

published in the headlines of various
Mexican newspapers.

On the other hand, the Mexican head of
state, who in New Mexico had thanked
Governor Bill Richardson for his support
of Consular Registration use, found a very
different response from Rick Perry, who,
although he did not deny he would
certainly study a better immuigration
agreement, remained very reserved about
Consular Registration used as official
identification.

For many, the climax of the meeting
was the discussion of the water-related
topic, where - as signaled in several media
- the Texan governor was more direct
stating firmly that Mexico has neither
complied on time or according to form
with the return of this vital liquid, to which
Fox responded that his government keeps
its commitments and will continue to study
this case.

It seems that the only concrete agreement
reached on this occasion was Perry s
acceptance to an invitation issued by Vicente
Fox for him to visit Los Pinos, so as to
continue these talks geared towards reaching
agreements that are not only advantageous to
Mexico but to Texas as well.
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Aflter Years of Turmoil, Central America
Welcome U.S. Latino Diplomats

IIJ;
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By Fresia Rodiguez ( u;!g.rwd I 2F Hjﬂrﬂumut former U.S. them to hold jobs here.
Some 3.4 million Central

More Latinos have .acrvéd*aa My mnpawadﬂr to Costa Rica, makes
U.S. ambassadors to Central the point: “I was able to say to Americans now reside in the
American countries than to any them that the same blood that goes ~ United States. While they build
other region. Between 1961 and through your veins goes through personal and political capital, they
1999, 15 received such State mine. They knew what I meantand  support their families back home
Department appointments. they knew that I understood what every year with regular remit-
Each country in the region, with  the problem was.” tanees, influencing both U.S.
the exception of Panama and During the Cold War, commu- immigration and foreign aid
Belize, have hosted at least two nist contamment and the protection  policies. According to the Pew
U.S, ambassadors who had of U.S. interests drove this nation’s  Hispanic Center, more than $3.5
Hispanic roots. Nicaragua and policy in the region. In 1954, the billion U.S. dollars flowed to
Honduras have had three and four, CIA backed a coup to oust Central America in 2001. The value
respectively.. Guatemala’s democratically elected  of remittances sent to Central
Those interviewed for this government. Code-named America and Mexico increased
series readily agree that their “PBSUCCESS,” itoverthrew from $10.2 billion to $13 billion
personal culture connections served  Jacobo Arbenz Guzman. whom  that year.
them well to advance U S. U.S. officials perceived as a “The remittance phenomenon
diplomacy and aid in the region’s Communist-sympathizer. Decades has become the driver for the
recovery from the brutality of war of military dictatorship, repression Central Americans, and in turn, the
that pervaded the region beginning  and violence followed. U.S. is constantly addressing its
in the late "70s and early '80s, U.S In the early 1980s, the U.S. immigration policy to adjust to the
Interventions contributed to the government mobilized to under- exigencies of the relationships,”
social, economic and political mine the Sandinistas in Nicaragua Arcos says.
chaos in the region that caused after the Marxist-oriented Over the years, the United
thousands of casualties and drove Sandinista National Liberation States developed a “bully”
more than a million refugees north.  Front (FSLN) guerrilla forces reputation in much of Central
Cresencio Arcos, who 1s now in  ousted President Anastasio America. Now attitudes depend on
charge of international affairs at the Somoza. Some of the funds the the country you are in, Guinot
Department of Homeland Security,  United States used to train the explains. Costa Rica, his former
recounts how, when he served as contra rebels violated congressional  host, managed to avoid civil wars
and direct U.S. intervention. It is

U.S. Ambassador to Honduras in bans.
1990 to 1993, “my heritage In El Salvador, U.S. aid gave the most pro-U.S. country in Latin
America, he maintains, adding,.

allowed me to convey a genuine strong Support to the military-
concern, appreciation and fondness  influenced government during the “Costa Ricans consider the United
tor the Hondurans.” His back- | 2-year conflict that left 75,000 States to be their friend and they
ground, he says, “helped enor- people dead. U.S. Green Berets and  reciprocate.” He recalls upon his
mously in addressing human rights  other military advisers were sentto  arrival there in 1991 seeing bumper
violations committed by the train the Salvadoran military to stickers on cars that read “Bush/
military, the perceived public combat Marxist guerillas of the Quayle.”
corruption, and the inefficient and Farabundo Marti National Accordihg to Arcos, in
dysfunctional justice system.” Liberation coalition (FMLN). Honduras “Anti-Americanism

He recounts one case in 1992 in After the Berlin Wall fell in historically has been absent with
which a senior military officer 1989, U.S. economic and immigra-  the exception of sporadic manifes-
raped and murdered a high school tion interests prevailed in foreign tations in the 1950s and 1980s.
student, and no charges were even policy. El Salvador’s civil war and They readily embrace the U.S.
brought against him. Arcos’s its 2001 earthquake sparked the Hispanic community.”
intervention and public criticism of  flight of hundreds of thousands of In Nicaragua U.S. Latino
the government’s inaction Jed its people. diplomats face a tougher sell.
students to conduct a “pro-U.S." Then in 1998 Hurricane Mitch Oliver Garza, now Diplomat-in-
demonstration in front of the U.S. devastated Honduras and Nicara- Residence and Visiting Scholar at

2002. He notes that long before the
U.S. intervention in the *80s, U.S.
adventurer William Walker left a
lasting mark on the history of U.S-
Nicaraguan relations. Walker, a
Tennessean, invaded civil war-torn
Nicaragua in 1855 with a small
army of mercenaries. He ruled that
cnuntry for two years.

“It has tended to influence the
way they see themselves and the
way they are perceived from the
outside,” Garza says.

Arcos recalls that U.S. Hispanin*
politicians and community leaders
did take a keen interest in the
region during the turmoil of the
80’s. Members of the Hispanic
Caucus visited the area on several _ s
occasions. U.S. Honduran civic and | bel 1al NoabEt & ;ﬂé—’“ ,-‘iﬁ‘fr.,“- ; ,:ﬁﬁ; Apete, bl
religious leaders from New ~you really think %hﬁh y WoL "J”,i; 1ve "‘ one through this
Orleans, a Honduran enclave in the | reeruiting process if the ;: de aﬁ C Mai’-iﬁi h"’ﬁt}?‘  job?
United States, visited Honduras  da \ ‘; when the finz 1sfe.are
and worked with counterparts in 11 " ey
that country.

With time, attitudes toward the
nomination of Hispanic ambassa-
dors to the region have changed.
“Up until recently, some Latino
countries perceived the assignment
of a Latino ambassador as
tokenism,” concedes Frank
Almaguer, another former U S.
Ambassador to Honduras.

"I had a distinct impression that
most Central American govern-
ments and the upper tier of South
America would prefer to have a
blue-eyed blond gringo ... than
somebody named Gonzélez
because they felt the former would
have more clout back in Washing-
ton,” Guinot says. As Hispanics
progress in the United States, he
observes, “Our fellow Hispanics in
these countries understand that you
are not a token anymore.”

(Fresia Rodriguez Cadavid is a
correspondent with Hispanic Link
News Service. She is based in
Washington, D.C.)
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Embassy - possibly a first in U.S -
Latin America relations. The
officer was ultimately convicted
and sentenced to 15 years in prison.

gua. The United States granted and
periodically extended temporary
protected status to those who
reached the United States, allowing

the Lyndon B. Johnson School of
Public Affairs at the University of
Texas at Austin, served as U.S.
Ambassador there from 1999 to

(c) 2003 Hispanic Link News

Service. Distributed by Tribune
Media Services International

Tras Anos de Tumulto, Centro America da la
Bienvenida a los Diplomaticos Latinos de los EEUU

Por Fresia Rodriguez Cadavid

Ha habido mas embajadores
Jatinos de los Estados Unidos en
paises centroamericanos que en
cualquier otra region. Entre 1961 y
1999, 15 recibieron tales
nombramientos del Departamento
de Estado.

Cada pais de la region, con la

excepcion de Panama y Belice, han

temdo al minimo dos embajadores
de los Estados Unidos con
ascendencia hispana, Nicaragua y
Honduras han tenido tres y cuatro,
respectivamente.

LLos que fueron entrevistados
para esta serie concuerdan en que
sus conexiones de cultura personal
les han servido bien al promover la
diplomacia de los EEUU y su
asistencia en la recuperacion por la
que pasa la region después de la
brutalidad de las guerras que han
azolado los paises desde fines de
los setenta y comienzos de los
ochenta. Las intervenciones
estadounidenses contribuyeron al
caos social, econémico y politico
que ocasiono miles de muertes y la
huida méas de un millon de
refugiados hacia el norte.

Cresencio Arcos, encargado
actual de asuntos internacionales
del Departamento de Seguridad
Territorial, narra como, cuando
servia de embajador
estadounidense en Honduras de
1990 a 1993, “mi1 herencia me
permitio comunicar una verdadera
preocupacion, aprecio y afecto por
los hondurenos™. Su ascendencia,
dice, “fue una ayuda enorme en

. EL ATEO**
EN AMIBO PUB,

PUEDES CREER QUE
ESE JONAS ESTUVO

TRES DIAS Y TRES

Qs

“"CHON Y SU
AMIGO MAMERTO

R e — T = T

dirigirme a las violaciones de
derechos humanos propagadas por
las fuerzas armadas, la percibida
corrupcion publica, y el sistema de
Justicia ineficiente y torpe”.

Narra el caso en 1992 en el que
un oficial principal militar violé y
asesino a una estudiante de
secundaria, sin que se le acusara
nunca. La intervenciéon de Arcos y
la critica publica de la inaccién
gubernamental llevo a que un
grupo de estudiantes realizara una
manifestacion “en pro de los
Estados Unidos™ en frente de la
embajada estadounidense - quizas
la primera nunca en los anos de
relaciones bilaterales. Al oficial lo
condenaron al final y fue
sentenciado a 15 anos de carcel.

Luis Guinot, ex-embajador de

los EEUU a Costa Rica, indica que,

“Yo les pude decir que la misma
sangre que corre por tus venas
corre por las mias. Sabian lo que
queria decir y sabian que yo
entendia el problema”.

Durante la Guerra Fria, lo que
condujo la politica de esta nacion
en Centroameérica fue querer
contener la diseminacion del
comunismo y la proteccion de los
intereses estadounidenses en la
region. En 1954, el CIA respaldé
un golpe de estado en Guatemala
para derrocar al gobierno
democraticamente elegido.
Llamado por el cddigo
"PBSUCCESS”, derrocé a Jacobo
Arbenz Guzman, percibido como
simpatizante comunista por los
funcionarios estadounidenses. El

-

AH,VAS A LA I6LESIA

YO NO SE, MAMERTO, PERO
CUANDO YO LLEGE AL CIELO
LE PREGUNTARE.

\PERO POR SOPONGA
QUE EL NO ESTE

#’ EN EL CIELO/
&

resultado fue décadas de dictaduras

muilitares, represion y violencia.

En los albores de la década de
los ochenta, el gobierno de los
Estados Unidos s¢ mobilizé para
socavar a los Sandinistas en
Nicaragua después que las fuerzas
de orientacién marxista del Frente
Sandinista de Liberacion Nacional
(FSLN) derrocaran al presidente
Anastasio Somoza. Algunos de los
fondos utilizados por los Estados
Unidos para entrenar a los
“contras” violaron prohibiciones
impuestas por el Congreso.

En El Salvador, la asistencia
estadounidense apoyé mucho al
gobierno de influencia militar
durante el conflicto que duré 12
anos con un saldo de 75,000
muertes. Los “boinas verdes”
estadounidenses y otros asesores
militares fueron enviados a
entrenar la fuerza armada de El
Salvador a combatir la guerrilla
marxista de la coalicion Farabundo
Marti de Liberacién Nacmnal
(FMLN).

Tras la caida del muro de Berlin

en 1989, fueron dominantes en la
politica exterior los intereses
econdémicos y de inmigracion para
los Estados Unidos. La guerra civil
de El Salvador y el terremoto alli
en el 2001 causaron la huida de
cientos de miles de sus nacionales.

Entretanto, el huracan Mitch de

1998 devast6 a Honduras y
Nicaragua. Los Estados Unidos
otorgo y extendié periodicamente

estado protegido temporal a los que

llegaban a los Estados Unidos,

PARA QUE ME CUENTEN
HISTORIAS COMO LA DEL

permitiendo que trabajaran aqui.

Unos 3.4 millones de
centroamericanos residen hoy en
los Estados Unidos. Mientras
cultivan capital personal y politico,
mantienen a los familiares en sus
paises con remesas regulares cada
ano, que resultan ser de influencia
tanto en las politicas de
inmigracion como en la politica de
asistencia extranjera de los EEUU.
Segun datos del Pew Hispanic
Center, mas de $3.5 mil millones
fueron enviados a Centroamérica
en el ano 2001. El valor de las
remesas que llegan a
Centroamérica y México aumento
de $10.2 mil millones a $13 mil
millones ese afo.

“El fen6meno de las remesas ha
legado a ser la fuerza motora para
0S centroamericanos, y a su vez,
os Estados Unidos constantemente
se dirige a su politica de
iInmigracion para ajustarla a las
exigencias de las relaciones”,
comenta Arcos. .

Con los afios la reputacion de
los Estados Unidos era una de
“mano fuerte” en gran parte de
América Central. Ahora las
actitudes cambian segun el pais en
el que uno se encuentra, explica
Guinot. Costa Rica, donde fue
embajador, logroé evitar la guerra
civil e intervencion directa de los
Estados Unidos. Es el pais que mas
apoya los Estados Unidos en
Ameérica Latina, sostiene,
agregando que, “los costarricenses
consideran a los Estados Unidos

(Continta en la Pagina 5)

\ENTONCES TU
LE PREGUNTAS/

' 14 ||_.
| ) .
- 3 L .
: "\ w _ he
- oy _ g . F . = = u o B ALY
; T L AR S % ol .
T . o ] = — .
: 7 1 i i ,'.‘

fﬂ}E i:j- 'F'?..:l“' - ! k}{JEL 4“ {l rlr,

ﬂr -3
thns,ey J*-w v}n *J s H

&rof

< R
-.*': oy

n-a-
3

A coupl of réal turkeys

By Molly Ivins 5
These Republicans have talent. It is not easy to do this much damage =5
topeople’s lives with a straight face and that unctuous air of piety.

[ like the timing, too — they slipped that Medicare deform bill through
just in time for the drug companies, the i insurance companies and the
HMO:s to give loud hosannas around their Thanksgwmg tables.

Let us hear their hymns of praise, paeans, benedictions and blessings
upon the Republican Party rise from their groaning and appreciative
boards orever, amen. -

Oh, and as for you senior citizens who believed that amusing little claim
that you would all benefit from this bill — suckers!

According to Public Citizen, pharmaceutical companies have given
$44 million since 1999 — 78 percent to Republicans, 22 percent to g
Democrats — and have
spent millions more hiring an army of lobbyists that physmally outnum-
bers the 535 members of Congress. _

The Health Reform Program of Boston University estimates that of the
bill’s $400 billion price tag, $139 billion will go to increase drug company
profits over eight years — a 38 percent increase in what is already the
world’s most profitable industry., But forget about the Medicare bill — it
won't take effect until 2006

anyway, so you won't even notice what it does ‘til then. Regard the even
more amazing energy bill.

In case you haven’t been keeping up (and you do have to race to keep up),
there 1s a gasoline additive called MTBE that has polluted ground water
across the country. So naturally the Republicans have put in a provision
that would limit the liability of the manufacturers of MTBE — that means
you can’t sue them for ruining the water — and the bill would give the
companies up to $2 billion in federal aid.

Congratulations! That means you, the users of MTBE-polluted water
across the nation, will get to pay for cleaning it up. This 1s an amazing
energy bill because it will not
(A) reduce our dependence
on foreign oil;

(B) provide significant new energy sources:;

(C) create many jobs;

(D) improve the grid system so we won't have more blackouts:

(E) promote energy efficiency or conservation; or (F) do anything about
global

warming.

But — 1t will give at least $20 billion in subsides to fossil fuel
companies. Those poor li’'l oil, gas, coal and nuclear companies like Exxon
Mobil and General Electric need our help. This is compassionate conser-
vatism.

We would, of course, tell you who wrote this abomination, except Dick
Cheney, who headed the task force, doesn’t think any of us should know,
and the Republicans who haye been working on it for months met in
secret. Democrats were not even admitted to the committee meetings.

The environmental groups are still going through it, finding new horrors
hidden away.

Greenwire reports: “Section 349 would remove the discretion of the
Interior Department to deny applications to drill amid onshore and
offshore lands — upon receiving an application to drill in a leased area,
the department would have 10 days to determine whether additional
information is required to grant a permit. Once the information is
provided, the department must approve the application regardless of
whether drilling would damage theenvironment.” I like that.

The Natural Resources Defense Council reports that the bill will roll
back environmental protections to boost oil and gas drilling on American’s
last remaining wild lands and open spaces. It also will eliminate consumer
protections and subsidize construction of new nuclear plants that most
Americans don’t want, and it will exempt polluters from laws that ensure
clear water and healthy air. A provision seriously weakening the Clean Air
Act was inserted behind closed doors. And the sin of omission once again
outweighs all the sins of commission, even in this stupefyingly bad bill,
which 1s on hold for further discussion until after the Senate’s holiday
recess.

Our economy wastes more energy than any other country — perhaps as
much as half our total energy. This bill does nothing to encourage energy
efficiency or fuel economy standards. The simplest, cheapest thing we can
do about energy is save it — but of course if we conserve energy and make
our cars more efficient, that means lower profits for the oil, gas, coal and
nuclear industries. |

No wonder the energy companies have given more than $71 million in
contributions to politicians, over 80 percent to Republicans, since 1999.
They're getting a $20 billion return on that little investment just in direct
subsidies, and there is much more in the bill in indirect subsidies.

Folks, it is time to get serious about fixing this system.
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More than 47 million American
residents age five and older use a
language other than English at
home, according to the latest fig-
ures of the US Census. That
translates into nearly one in five
Americans, while ten years ago
one in seven Americans spoke a
foreign language at home.

This information has been
widely publicized in the media
recently. For some Americans,
the "large" number of non-Eng-
lish speakers causes problems
since the fear 1s that these new
immigrants will not integrate
and dilute the fabric of our coun-
try.

However, another way to look
at it is that these "non-English
speakers" make not only valu-
able economic contributions but
linguistic ones as well.

Looking beyond the headlines,
you discover first of all that
about half of the 47 million who
speak a language other than Eng-
lish at home also speak English
"very well," according to infor-
mation provided to the Census.

That means we have a lot of bi-
lingual people in the US. That is
a great asset, which unfortu-
nately is used very little at a time
when our need to communicate
with the rest of the world keeps
Increasing.

As the US continues its pres-
ence in many other countries
militarily, economically, and po-
litically, the need for linguisti-
cally competent people rises.

We know very well that we lack
qualified bilingual personnel
both domestically and abroad.

That shortage became very
clear a few years ago when the
FBI announced soon after 9-11
that it needed Arabic speakers to
translate large amounts of data
that had been collected through
various means. To remedy the
situation, the FBI eventually
held a job fair in a New Jersey
mosque to hire bilingual agents.

Shortages of bilingual per-

sonnel exist also in other areas
of our government. In China, 62
percent of the US Foreign Service
officers did not meet the lan-
guage requirement for their jobs,
according to a General Accounl-
ing Office report. In Russia, 4l
percent did not speak Russian. In
Saudi Arabia the head of public
outreach for an American consu-
late did not speak Arabic.

Although there is no easy SoO-
lution to finding linguistically
qualified personncl the millionhs
of people in the US who speak
English and another language
can be tapped to fill positions in
government.

USDA

SELECT

New York
Strip Steak

Boneless

What foreign languages are
spoken in US homes? Spanish, of
course, is the most widely used
with about 28 million poten-
tially bilingual people. Other
languages with more than a mil-
lion speakers include Chinese,
French, German, Tagalog, Viet-
namese, Italian, Korean, Russian.
and Polish.

These linguistically capable
individuals need to be encour-
aged to apply for positions re-

quiring language skills. Even if

immigrants don't know a par-
ticular language, they can use
their bilingual skills to learn 1t a
lot faster than monolingual
Americans. For example, 1t's eas)
for a Spanish speaker to learn
Portuguese because the two lan-
guages are closely related. Simi-
lar cases apply for eastern Euro-
pean and Asian languages.

In the long run, however, the

Recientes leyes
refuerzan el caso
contra Jackson

Hace 10 afos, cuando Michael
Jackson fue acusado de abuso
sexual de un nifo de 13 anos,
Jackson pagé a la famihia del
nifio una suma considerable para
resolver una demanda.

La investigacion criminal de
las acusaciones fue abandonada
posteriormente, cuando el nifo
dej6 de cooperar con las autori-
dades

Quentin L. Kopp, juez de un
tribunal superior del condado de
San Mateo que era senador esta-
tal en ese entonces, se sinti0 1n-
dignado por la percepcion de que
Jackson habia comprado el si-

'S needs to develop 2

multilingualism within our bor-
ders by encouraging language
study 1n schools beginning in
the early grades. This needs to
occur for the kids of immigrant
children who should be encour-
aged to maintain their parents

languages as they also learn
Englhish.

In the case of monolingual
American kids. the same oppor-
tunity to learn two languages
should be made available. Dual
language schools, which teach

subjects in two languages, arc
increasing although their num-
bers are still very small. There are
more than 300 such schools mn
the US, up by more than two-
thirds since 1992. Former Secre-
tary of Education Richard Riley
wisely called on the nation to

nearly quadruple the number of

dual-language schools to 1.000
within five years.

Ii"‘h‘l \ll- ‘1.
h_ r

English Insecurity?

In spite of the obvious need for
bilingual individuals, a wind ol
monolingualism has been blow-
ing in the US in the last few dec-
ades. Sevcral states
ally eliminated bilingual educa-
tion programs. [wenty-seven
states have declared English
their official language

Several English-only organiza-

have virtu-

in the
['heir goals are
(0 protect the Enghish language
but at the same time lobby
against bilingual education and
bilingualism in general. That 1s
not simply a misguided course
of action but a potentially dan-
gerous one as well.

English monolingualism  will
not make anyone feel safe. Lin-
guistic resources translate into
knowledge which can provide
the security and prosperity we
deserve

been formed
last fifteen years

tions have

e ———————————————————————————

lencio de su acusador. Kopp re-
dactd una legislacion, respaldada
por ¢l fiscal de distrito de Los
Angeles, que hizo ilegales tales
arreglos.

“Crei que era contrario al in-
terés publico que una vicima de
abuso sexual pueda ser silenci-
ada con dinero”, aseverd Kopp.
“Quise prevenir que volviera a
OCUITIT .

Se ignora si la ley, que fue ap-
robada en 1994, ha sido puesta a
prueba. Pero ésa y otra serie de
leyes podrian darles a los fis-
cales del condado de Santa Bar-
bara una mano mas dura para per-
seguir nuevas acusaciones en
contra de Jackson, que implican
a un nifo de 12 afos, segun ex-
pertos legales y fiscales vetera-
nos no relacionados con el caso.

Aunque los expertos y fiscales®

DEMOCRAT
Ysidro Gutiérrez

for

han indicado

que no pueden
comentar sobre la fuerza de la
evidencia en contra de Jackson

.os cambios incluyen leyes de
sentencias mas severas que ayu-
daron a persuadir a los acusados
a llegar a acuerdos con los fis-
cales. asi como requisitos mas
flexibles para admitir cierto tipo
de pruebas en tribunales.

David R. Ross, ex fiscal de dis-
trito del condado de Los Ange-
les, dijo que se sentiria sorpren-
dido si las nuevas leyes tuvieran
un papel importante en el caso de
Jackson. Ross, quien se retiro €n
2001 luego de 32 anos como fis-
cal, dijo que muchos de los cam-
bios legales se aplican en raras
circunstancias, lo que permite a
los fiscales reafirmar casoS
fragiles que, de otra forma, po-
drian venirse abajo.

Lubbock County Commissioner Precinct 3

Early Voting: February 24 to March 5
| PRIMARY ELECTION:

MARCH 9, 2004

Political advertisement paid for by Ysidro Gutiérrez for County Commissioner Precinct 3. Madaleno Hermandez - Treasurer
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Red River Farms

OF EQUAL OR LESSER VALUE

A
.....

“Pancho Clos”’ Is
Coming to town ...

SUNDAY, December 21

Maggie Trejo SuperCenter-3200 Amberst
The Event Is Schedule to Start at 2:00 p.m.

Montelongo’s Restaurant

3021 Clovis Road

Lo Mejor en Comida Mexicana
Llame 762-3068 Lubbock, TX

Picnic
Roast
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W o s W, El Charrito Dinners Colorado
Gallon 30%5{;;1 €EeSE Selent;&g :;‘:.I'IEHES Red Potatoes

2f£1 510r5 99¢

We match competitors’ ads!
See store for details.

unitedtexas.com
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We reserve the right to limit quantities.
© 2003 United Supermarkets, Ltd.
Item selection and availability varies by location.

Prices effective December 5 - 11, 2003
Prices also available at MARKET STREET locations.
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Bryant, Lakers erase 9-point
fourth-quarter hole, beat Spurs

Page 4
cion en el movimiento no es
nada nuevo. Desde principios de
la década de los noventa, cuando
el rap se establecié en el mercado
general, los raperos latinos han

Lg Fusion de musica
Hip Hop Latina Mezcla

The Lakers are now 3-0 against Last season, San Antonio The Lakers trailed 71-62 after l l 3 LSRR,
lhf_ Spurs this season, while the  swept all four regular-season three quarters but made eight of a raza’ Sou y rltmo ::aptluradud.a > audlcncla_ P?lcul-
defending NBA champions have  matchups and eliminated Los  their 16 shots in the fourth as VRS SUSGIGISE: SCONPORISIANES

que exaltan su herencia, tanto en

fallen below .500. What a differ-
ence a year makes.

Kobe Bryant made only six of
his 20 shots Wednesday night,
but 10 of his 21 points came in
the final period as Los Angeles
erased a nine-point deficit to
beat San Antonio 90-86.

Former IBF featherweight
champion Jorge Paez said he
will retire after his next fight
unless Top Rank makes good on
promises to set him up for an-
other title shot.

Paez, 38, a huge draw in the
Southwest and his native Mex-
Ico, 1s featured against Scott
McCracken (14-5) of Aliquippa,
Pa, in a Top Rank-promoted
fight card Friday night.

"l think this is it," Paez said
Wednesday through a translator.
"I'm tired of making the weight
and leaving my family. Top
Rank has been telling me |
would fight for a world champi-
onship since two years ago, and
they haven't given me the op-
portunity."

Paez (78-14-5, 51 knockouts)
IS ranked ninth in the IBF's 130-
pound super featherweight divi-
sion, but he will fight
McCracken as a lightweight
(135 pounds) and has had diffi-
culty making weight even in a

Angeles in the playoffs.

"We buckled down and did
what we're supposed to do," said
Gary Payton, who scored 16.
"We're trying to make statements
to everybody that we're for real
this year. It's going to be hard to
beat us."

Former IBF champion
plans to leave ring

higher division.

I'he former acrobat,
for his
trademark victory somersault,
has a 17-fight winning streak
since early 2000.

Paez said he tried to discour-
age l6-year-old Jorge Luis, his
only child from his first mar-
riage, from starting a ring -career
and has taught two younger
sons fighting techniques only
for self-defense.

"I didn't want

CIrcus
nicknamed "Maromero"

my Kids to

fight," he said. "I wanted my
Kids to go to school.”

FOR AS LITTLE AS $5.00!

For the Very Best in Quality, Design & Price!

CALL 7633841
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their defense pressured San An-

the Spurs'

tonio into seven turnovers and
poor shot selection.

‘In the fourth quarter, that's
when you have to lock teams
down," Bryant said. "That's what
we did."

Karl Malone, who finished
with 16, made all four of his
shots in the period, while

Shaquille O'Neal had five of his
nine blocks in the quarter,

The Spurs managed to make
only three of their 17 attempts in
the final 12 minutes and stum-
bled to their fourth straight loss.

"Sometimes we're our own
worst enemy," said San Antonio
coach Gregg Popovich. "Our
pace iIs too frenetic -- it creates
turnovers and puts pressure on
the defense."

The Spurs are now 9-10. They
have not been below .500 this
late in the season since 1996-97
-- before the team drafted Tim
Duncan.

Duncan, returning from a one-
game suspension for pushing a
referee in Saturday's loss at
Golden State, finished with 30
points and 15 rebounds.

'l got two or three open looks
down the stretch -~ I just wasn't
able to knock them in," said
Duncan, who missed all five of
his shots in the fourth quarter.

Devean George added 18 for
Los Angeles, which extended its
winning streak to seven. O'Neal.
who scored 15 points, narrowly
missed a triple-double, grabbing
16 rebounds.

A 3-pointer by Tony Parker.
first basket of the

fourth, gave San Antonio its fi-
nal lead -- 80-78 with 5:05 left. A
free throw by George and a layup
by Payton put the Lakers ahead
for good with 4:16 remaining.

The Spurs hit nine of their first
I5 attempts from the floor to
build an 18-11 lead late in the
first quarter, but a pair of layups
by Payton and 3-pointers from
Bryant and George gave the Lak-
ers their final lead of the half, 21-
20.

A 20-8 run by San Antonio
early in the second quarter
stretched the advantage to 46-31.
The Lakers outscored the Spurs
10-1 over the final four minutes
of the half as San Antonio
missed its final seven shots.

O'Neal scored his first points
of the game on a dunk over Dun-
can with 3:23 remaining in the
first half, and Payton made two
more layups and a 4-foot jumper
to pull Los Angeles to 47-41.

_________
' - -‘1 lllll

Por Rosa Ramirez

Con una mezcla de sonidos ja-
maiquinos, musica funk y soul
con compaces latinos, los rap-
eros hispanos han creado una
nueva variedad dentro de los rit-
mos hip-hop que representan
una oportunidad para que los
hispanos expresen su identidad
bicultural.

Los nuevos sonidos incluyen
un rapido juego de palabras
propias del rap, a la vez que
anaden ritmos de banda, cor-
ridos, salsa, merengue y maria-
chi o musica nortefia con com-
paces del hip-hop. La combina-
cion refleja, en méas de una
forma, las experiencias de miles
de jévenes latinos de la urbe,
quienes se balancean entre dos
mundos, dos culturas y dos
idiomas.

En cierta forma, el movimiento
de fusién nacié de la necesidad
de ver a los artistas expresar su
realidad hispana. Byron Bri-
zuela, presidente de Produccio-
nes Brizz, dice, "No veiamos
artistas que pudiéramos decir
que en realidad eran nuestros'.
Producciones Brizz se especial-
Iza en musica latina popular, in-
cluyendo hip-hop y house.

A pesar de que los fanaticos
comenzaron a escuchar la fusion
de musica hip-hop en las esta-
ciones de radio y a comprar los
discos a principios de este afio,
los artistas dicen que hace mads
de cinco afios ya venian en-
treteniendo a la audiencia con
dicha musica en el movimiento
clandestino.

La mezcla de géneros latinos
tradicionales con los compaces
del hip-hop fue un paso natural
para muchos de estos artistas.
los cuales crecieron escuchando

musica en espafiol en sus hoga-

res y el hip-hop en la escuela y
entre amigos, dice Brizuela. "El
matrimonio de ambos géneros se
ha convertido ahora en algo que
refleja su identidad".

"Somos una mezcla de dos
culturas”, dice Sergio Goémez
del grupo AKWID, compuesio
por dos hombres que comenza-
ron el fenémeno hip-hop urbano
regional en Los Angeles.
"Nuestro espafiol no es perfecto
y tampoco nuestro ingiés lo es,
pero esta bien". El 4lbum
Proyecto AKWID, el cual lanzé
al mercado Univisiébn Records,
llegd a ser uno de los 10 mejores
en las listas del Latin Billboard.
Dicha produccién obtuvo el
disco platino al vender 250 mil
ejemplares.

Brizuela asevera que, a juzgar
por las ventas, la aceptacién de
este tipo de masica es "un logro
fenomenal”. El artista conocido
como Jae-P ha vendido més de
cien mil ejemplares de su primer
album, Nide aqui ni de all4, ain
cuando el mismo apenas se ha
escuchado en la radio. El 4lbum
fue lanzado al mercado por
Univisién Records en octubre de
este ano.

A pesar de que los raperos vy
artistas del hip-hop estdn incur-
sionando ahora en el mercado la-
tino de EEUU con sus composi-
ciones en espafiol, su participa-

I soar high above with the free wind

I teach these hard working skills to my offspring

My spirit takes me into two different directions

But no matter where I go I am never in question
because I stand on my ground.

[ am small but very strong willed

When I see no way out the sky becomes my limit

And I will not change my spirit not even for those

hard ordeals

My image and spirit are seen through admirable silouhettes.
My wings allows me to reach my potential horizon

Which becomes my inner soul for freedom

My adventurous spirt is no longer held within

I am free to move about and be the best that I am.

What am [?

-A Self-dependent Hispanic Woman

Se Necesita Labrador

Para un rancho y granja en Lorenzo, TX. La
persona aplicante debe de tener experiencia en
trabajo de rancho y granja, soldadura y debe de
ser un aprendiz de todo y oficial de nada. Se
prefiere una pareja parcialmente jubilada Se
paga basado en la actual experiencia vy
abilidades. Se requieren referencias. Applique
en Minor Emergency Center 5015 University
Ave. No se aceptan llamadas...

Christina DelosSantos

CITY OF LUBBOCK

— PUBLIC NOTICE—

CITY COUNCIL APPROVED
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM

Inglés como en espaiiol.

El rapero chicano, Arturo Mo-
lina Jr., a quien se conocia con el
nombre artistico de Kid Frost
cuando grab6 su hit, La Raza,
dice en ritmo de rap: "It's in my
blood to be an Aztec
warrior/Chicano, and I'm brown
and proud,” en su Aalbum,
"Hispanics Causing Panic".

Lo que separa el movimiento
de musica fusién del rap en es-
pafiol que se escuchaba en el
pasado, es la integraciéon del
acorde6n, la trompeta y el bajo
con compases hip-hop, tal como

en el "rap corrido" de Jesis
Chévez en su primer 4lbum, "Mr.
Party"

Como muchos cantantes del
corrido, Chavez habla sobre el
amor y la vida, pero, contrario a
los trobadores mexicanos. dice
en ritmo rap: "Como el mundo

regional no hay otro igual
/Chuy" is on the box with
"corridos" and hip-hop/

"dandoles calor pa' que bailen
bien chingén" en su 4album, No
que no.

Entre los recién llegados al re-
gional urbano se encuentra Ya-
hira Garcia, cuyo nombre -artis-
tico es La Flakiss, quien debuté
con el album, Libérate, el cual
lanzaran al mercado en enero
Headliners y Univisién Records.
La letra de sus composiciones es
distinta a muchas otras del hip-
hop.

"El mensaje consiste en darle
poder a la mujer", dice ella.
"Quiero decirles a todas las mu-
Jeres que ellas pueden lograrlo
por si mismas".

Mientras los artistas de la
costa oeste le llaman a esta
mezcla, masica urbana regional
(urban mix) por su gran influen-
cia de los corridos mexicanos,
los artistas de la misica nortefia
y banda de la costa este la llaman
regetén por su raices en la salsa

y el merengue del trépico, par-
ticularmente de Cuba, Puerto
Rico y la Repiblica Dominicana.

No obstante, los pioneros de la
musica de fusién, David Rolas,
Jae-P y los integrantes de AK-
WID, dicen que este tipo de
musica le da a la juventud his-
pana otra razon mas para celebrar
su herencia.

"Veo a muchos muchachos hoy
dia mas orgullosos de sus
raices”, dice Rolas, cuyo album,
Nuestra Vida, Fonovia Records
lanzé al mercado en octubre. "Y
debido a que incorporamos el
elemento grupero en esta musica,
veo también a mucha gente
.mayor a quienes les gustan nues-

fras canciones".

(c) 2003, Hispanic Link News Serv-
ice. Distribuido por Tribune Media
Services International.

Latino Hip-Hop
Fusion Blends
La Raza, Soul &
Rhythm

By Rosa Ramirez

Through a concoction of Ja-
maican sounds, funk and soul
with traditional Latin beats, His-
panic rappers have created a
unique extension of hip-hop
rhythms that provides a venue
for Hispanics to express their
bicultural identity.

The new sounds include the
fast-paced game of words of rap
while adding banda, corridos.
salsa, merengue, mariachi or
nortefio music with hip-hop
beats. In more than one way, the

At 11:00am on December 8, 2003, the Lubbock City
Council will hold a Public Hearing and will vote on
January 8, 2004 to establish a Community
Development Program for the City of Lubbock. The
process of soliciting public comment is a necessary
prerequisite to establishing a Section 108 Loan
Program. On June 19, 2003, City Council approved a
resolution authorizing the Mayor to execute a contract
and all related documents for the Housing and Urban
Development Section 108 Loan Program that will be
used to fund a citywide housing rehabilitation
program.

combination reflects the experi-
ence of thousands of young ur-
ban Latinos who balance between
two worlds, two cultures and two
languages.

In part, the fusion movement
was born out of a need to see art-
Ists express Hispanic realities.
Byron Brizuela, president of
Brizz Productions, says, "We just
didn't see artists that we could
say are our artists." Brizz Pro-
| ductions specializes 1n Latin
continued on page 5

Caretaker

Needed

Caretaker for
Ranch & Farm
operation in Lor-
enzo. Must have

experience in
ranching, farming,
welding and be
jack of all trades.

Are you trying to find that perfect gift?
Let Extended Studies help you...
Give the gift of learning.

Texas Tech Lifelong Learning Community’s purpose is to provide non-credit learning opportunities
for people 55 years of age and older who want to continue to expand their knowledge through
participation in classroom learning activities, lectures, discussion groups, and other special events.
This new venture supports the strategic goals of the University to promote community engagement.

Special Events
Lunch and Learning at the Lubbock Club History of the Llano
Springtime In The Texas Hill Country (Field Trip)

Staying Healthy and Well

Hidden Lubbock

Dinner and Drama
Symphony & Soundbites

Reader’s Circle

The Public Comment period will end on December 22,
2003, at 5:00 pm. Comments will be submitted by mail
to the following:

Lifelong Learning Classes
Current Affairs LComputer Basics

World War II Reader's Theater
Why Don’t They Print Good News? Advanced Computer Basics
History of the Quilt Intro to the Internet
Philosophy of Religion Advanced Internet
Words Make Your Life Work Floating Down the Brazos

City of Lubbock
Community Development Department
Attn: Bill Howerton, Jr.

P.0. Box 2000 Lubbock, TX 79457 |

Wniting Your Personal History [ntroduction to Watercolor Painting Comments will also be accepted at the Municipal Semi-retired cou
" wnters Circle e ,Basic Geneology | Building located at 1625 13th Street, Room 107. gon
e Journey 90 Degrees South: History of Shackleton’s Antarctic Expedition h " : 8.00 to 5:00 M 4 plE preferred'
e offices are open from 8:00am to 5: pm Monday H Al
ouse & utilities

through Friday. Persons may drop by to review the

Scholarships Al g
scholarship assistance for memberships and program offerings in the Lifelong Learning Community is available information duri ng this time. |If assistance or an \ i m)
through an application process. Scholarships will be awarded after committee review. based on financial need. All pendmg on experi-

alternative time is needed, please call the Community

Development office at 775-2301. ence & abilities.

References re-

application information is confidential. The application deadline for the spring semester is January 30, 2004, The
scholarship program is made possible by a grant from the Helen Jones Foundation.

Additional Professional Development and Personal Enrichment classes are available for all ages. qulred Apply at
To learn more about our exciting Lifelong Learning opportunities, call Extended Studies at inor Emergenc
742-7200, ext. 270 or 222, or visit our website at: I ggnter 501 5gUn1¥
versity Avenue.
www.dce.ttu.edu/profdev | Do Not Call.
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Fox fired UN Ambassador because he embarrassaed Mexico,
not because he was told to do it by the US-so he said

Mexico's U.N. ambassador was
forced out because he made
comments on U.S.-Mexico rela-
tions that embarrassed the coun-
try. not due to pressure from the
United States, President Vicente
Fox said Wednesday.

Fox's statement confirmed
suspicions that the president
was behind the ouster of UN.
Ambassador Adolfo Aguilar
Zinser for saying the United
States treats Mexico as its "back
yard."

The president said the ambas-
sador's comments were an of-
fense to Mexico.

“l didn't do it to support the
United States, or (U.S. Secretary
of State Colin) Powell, nothing
like that," Fox told reporters.

Mexican officials announced
Monday that Aguilar Zinser
would leave his post on Jan. |
amid the diplomatic flap caused
by his comments to university

students in Mexico City last
week.
"Unfortunately, the under-

standing that the political and
intellectual class of the United
States has of Mexico is a coun-
try whose position is that of a
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street music, including hip-hop
and house.

Though fans began listening to
hip-hop fusion on radio stations
and buying the albums earlier
this year, artists say they have
been entertaining audiences for
more than five years in the un-
derground.

Mixing traditional Latin gen-
res with the hip-hop beats was a
natural step for many of these
artists, who grew up listening to
Spanish-language music at home
and hip-hop in school and with
friends, says Brizuela. "The mar-
riage has now become something
that is reflective of them."

"We are a mixture of two
cultures," expands Sergio Gomez
of AKWID, the two-man group
that jump-started the urban re-
gional hip-hop phenomenon In
Los Angeles. "Our Spanish 1is
not perfect and our English isn't
perfect either, and it's OK." The
album "Proyecto AKWID.," re-

leased by Univision Records,

climbed to the top 10 on the
Latin Billboard charts. It reached
platinum, selling 250,000 units.

Brizuela calls the acceptance
of the music a "phenomenal
feat.," due to booming sales. The
artist Jae-P has sold more than
100,000 units of his debut al-
bum with very little radio play.
His "Ni de aqui, ni de alla" was
released by Univisién Records
in October.

Though Hispanic rappers and
hip-hop artists are making in-
roads into U.S. Latin markets
with their Spanish lyrics, they
are not new to the scene. Since
the early 1990s, when rap estab-
lished itself in the mainstream
market, Latino rappers have cap-
tured the bicultural audience
with lyrics exalting their heri-
tage in Spanish and English.

Chicano rapper Arturo Molina
Jr., who used the stage name Kid
Frost when he recorded the hit
song "La Raza," raps: "It's in my
blood to be an Aztec
warrior/Chicano, and I'm brown
and proud,” in the "Hispanics
Causing Panic" album.

What separates the music fu-
sion movement from past Span-
ish rap is the complete integra-
tion of the accordion, trumpet
and bass with hip-hop beats, as
in the "corrido rap" by Jesus
Chéavez in his debut album, "Mr.
Party." '

Like many corrido singers,
Chéavez talks about love and life,
but unlike the Mexican trouba-
dours he raps: "Como el mundo
regional no hay otro igual
/Chuy is on the box with cor-
ridos and hip-hop/dandoles ca-
lor pa' que bailen bien chingén”
in "No que no."

Among newcomers to the ur-
ban regional is Yahira Garcia,
stage name La Flakiss, with her
debut album. "Liberate," sched-

back vard." he told the students.

| he remarks came on the eve of
sensitive  U.S.-Mexico talks
aimed at warming chilly rela-
tions. and prompted sharp re-
buttals from Powell, Fox and
Foreign Secretary Luis Ernesto
Derbez.

"It seems to me that it's an of-
fense to Mexico to say that
Mexico 1s the 'back yard' of the
United States," Fox said
Wednesday at a news conference
with visiting German President
Johannes Rau.

Derbez, in announcing that the
ambassador would leave his
post, had made vaguely worded
statements that left it unclear
whether Aguilar Zinser quit or
was fired

Mexican analysts and politi-
cians note that most Mexicans
share Aguilar Zinser's sentiment
and that he certainly was not the
first to describe Mexico as the
subordinate neighbor.

Some analysts speculated that
Powell. whose dislike of Aguilar
Zinser was public knowledge,
used Aguilar Zinser's comments
to pressure Mexico to fire him.

Fox said that was not the case.

"I did it thinking that we

Latino Hip-Hop

uled to be released in January by
Headliners and Univision Re-
cords. Her lyrics are unlike many
in_hip-hop.

"The message 1S women e€m-
powerment." she says. "l want to
tell all my women that they can
make it on their own."

While West Coast artists call
the mix urban regional because
of its heavy influence by Mexi-
can corridos, nortefios and
banda music, artists on the LEast
Coast call the mix reggeatén for
its roots in salsa and merengue
of the tropics of Cuba, Puerto
Rico and the Dominican Repub-
lic.

Nonetheless, pioneers of the
music fusion movement, David

Rolas, Jae-P and AKWID mem-
bers. say this type of music
gives Hispanic youth one more
reason to celebrate their heritage.

"I see a lot of kids nowadays
prouder of who they are," says
Rolas, whose album entitled
"Nuestra Vida" was released by
Fonovisa Records in October.
"And because we incorporate the
grupero element in the music, |
also see older folks jamming to
our songs."

(¢c) 2003, Hispanic Link News
Service. Distributed by Tribune
Media Services International.
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Mexicans don't like being told
that" he said, referring to the
"back yard" comment. "At least I
don't ke 1t."

In separate comments during
the news conference, Fox said, "l
believe that the facts have shown
that the relationship with the
United States is one of great ma-
turity and is based on a frank-
ness that allows us to discuss
even the complicated and ditfi-
cult themes. .. Fortunately, we
agree on a majority of things."

Aguilar Zinser, once a close
friend of Fox and a strong sup-
porter during his campaign, told
the newspaper Milenio that his
departure is his "definitive sepa-
ration” from the administration
and that he will "say everything
that needs to be said" when the
president's term ends

'l am happy because soon |
will be completely free to write,
and to think about how and
when [ will resume my political
life,” he told the newspaper

Diabetes: amenaza seria
para los hispanos

La intenciéon no es aguarle el
placer de devorar los suculentos
banquetes de las fiestas navi-
defas que se avecinan, pero Si
usted padece de diabetes, recu-
erde que esta enfermedad no se
detiene ante la Navidad y el fin
de ano. Por lo tanto, también en
las fiestas decembrinas hay que
cuidar lo que uno lleva a la boca.

De acuerdo a la Asociacion
Americana de la Diabetes (AAD),
las personas mayores de 40 afos,
con sobrepeso, antecedentes fa-
miliares y ademads hispanas, en-
frentan el gran riesgo de ser di-
abéticas. Segln estadisticas, mas
de 14 millones de residentes de
este pais sufren de esta enferme-
dad y alrededor de uno de cada
siete latinos de California es di-
abético.

La diabetes no mata, pero si at-
entan contra la vida las compli-
caciones que esta enfermedad
genera.

Dieta y pobreza

De acuerdo a un estudio reali-
zado afos atras por un grupo de
investigadores en Texas, a cargo
del doctor David Stern, uno de
los factores destacados que pro-
vocan tantos casos de diabetes
tipo II entre los hispanos es una
dieta alimenticia inadecuada.

Asimismo, el estudio detectd
que el aspecto social 'y
econdémico también desempena
un papel fundamental.

En estos estudios realizados en
Texas, se descubrié que la inci-
dencia de diabetes fue mayor en
los vecindarios pobres. debido a
una deficiente alimentacion.

Los alimentos procesados ¥
con alta concentracion en grasay
carbohidratos son mas baratos
pero promueven el riesgo a con-
traer diabetes.

Lo preocupante de este descu-
brimiento es que la enfermedad
est4d atacando la fuerza produc-
tiva hispana, que es tiene cada
vez mayor importancia en el pais.
El problema se agrava sl tenemos
en cuenta que muchas familias de
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Secundaria!!!
Participen en el Concurso de Composicidn
Honremos Nuestra Herencia Hispana de

bajos ingresos ne posesn seguro
meédico, lo que les impide prac-
ticarse chequeos para detectar
enfermedades

El doctor Jaime Alvarado, que
gjerce, su practica médica en San
Antonio, Texas, dijo que “la
mayoria de los latinos con dia-
betes en California, no saben que
la tienen hasta que se manifies-
tan complicaciones serias para su
salud”,

Segun el galeno, la dieta ali-
menticia es la que influye may-
ormente en el desarrollo de la
diabetes, pero también puede in-
cidir el factor hereditario

“Se han realizado estudios que
confirman que la genética de-
sempefia un rol en el desarrollo
de la diabetes. Uno hereda carac-
teristicas genéticas que bajo ci-
ertas circunstancias van a desar-
rollar la enfermedad. Por lo tanto,
son varios los factores que inci-
den, pero la clave para con-
trolarla es seguir una dieta sa-
ludable y con frecuencia realizar
gjercicios’, dijo.

La enfermedad

Segln la Asociacion Americana
de Diabetes, ésta es una enferme-
dad que se caracteriza por €xceso
de azGcar en la sangre que —a
través de los anos— endurece las
arterias, afectando seriamente el
corazon, los rifiones, el cerebro e
incluso puede obstruir las arte-
rias de las piernas.

Existen dos tipos de diabetes,
una es la denominada tipo I, en la
cual la persona no cuenta con in-
sulina en su organismo y debe
inyectarsela para poder vivir. La
diabetes tipo II, es la que mas
afecta a los hispanos, especial-
mente a los obesos. En este caso,
el pancreas no produce suficiente
insulina para cubrir las necesi-
dades del organismo.

Una vez que la diabetes se di-
agnostica en un paciente por me-
dio de un examen de sangre o de
orina, inmediatamente éste tiene
que someterse a un tratamiento
para prevenir mayores complica-
ciones a su salud.
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Becas de S1000.

Bottling Company of West Texas contribuira $21,000 de las ventas de

Fanta en Lubbock, TX al Programa de Becas "Honremos Nuestra Herencia Hispana .

Diplomaticos

(Viene de la Segunda Pagina)

COMO un amigo y corresponden
con el mismo sentimiento™
Recuerda cuando llego a Costa
Rica en 1991 vio calcomanias
sobre los parachoques de los autos
que decian “Bush/Quayle”

Segun explica Arcos, en
Honduras, “el sentimiento anti-
americano ha estado historicamente
ausente con la excepcion de
manifestaciones esporadicas en 10s
anos cincuenta y ochenta. Abrazan
sin reservas la comunidad hispana
de los Estados Unidos™.

En Nicaragua la situacion es
mas dificil para los diplomaticos de
los Estados Umidos. Oliver Garza,
actual diplomatico residente y
académico invitado de la Escuela
de Asuntos Publicos Lyndon B.
Johnson de la Universidad de Texas
en Austin, fue embajador a
Nicaragua de 1999 a 2002. Nota
que mucho antes que los Estados
Unidos interviniera en los anos
ochenta, el aventurero
estadounidense William Walker
dej6 una marca duradera en la
historia de las relaciones entre l0s
Estados Unidos y Nicaragua.
Walker, de Tennessee, invadio
Nicaragua, vulnerable de una
guerra civil, con un pequeno
ejército de mercenarios, y goberno
el pais durante dos anos.

“;Este episodio? tiende a
influenciar como se perciben ellos
mismos y como se les percibe
desde fuera™, explica Garza.

Arcos recuerda que los politicos
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Page 6
y dirigentes comunitarios hispanos
de los Estados Unidos se
interesaron mucho por
Centroamérica durante el tumulto
de los afios ochenta. Miembros del
Caucus Hispano hicieron varnas
visitas a la region. Dirigentes
civicos y religiosos hondurenios de
un enclave en Nueva Orleans
visitaron Honduras para colaborar
con sus contrapartes alll.

Con el tiempo las actitudes
hacia el nombramiento de
embajadores hispanos a la region
han cambiado. “Hasta hace poco,
algunos paises latinoamericanos no
veian con buenos ojos el
nombramiento de un embajador
latino”, concede Frank Almaguer,
otro ex-embajador estadounidense
a Honduras.

“Tuve la absoluta impresion
que la mayoria de los gobiernos
centroamericanos y la parte
superior de Sudamérica hubieran
preferido un gringo rubio de ojos
azules ... mas que alguien de
apellido Gonzalez por lo que
percibian que el primero tendria
mayor influencia en Washington™,
explica Guinot. En la medida que
los hispanos progresan en los
Estados Unidos, “Nuestros pares
hispanos en estos paises
comprenden que ya no estas alli
simplemente para aparentar jque
Estados Unidos carece de

prejuicios?’. -

(Fresia Rodriguez Cadavid es corresponsal
con Hispanic Link News Service ¢n
Washington, D.C.)

(¢) 2003 Hispanic Link News Service.
Distribuido por Tribune Media Services
Inte mational
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TAMOLINO NO. T4570
Se hacen hasta 100 docenas de Za-
males en? 1/2 honas con esta TA-
MOLINOD. E4 elécnito, mide 12X24 "
y 36" dealto. pesa 48 Libs. Esta
pequerio de Zamano, pero grande en
PODER. Pida su hoja de ingovm-
cion, (gratis)

A Frank Ganeda
P.0.Box 207
Lubbock, Texas 79408-207
0 Llame ak (806)763-4044
A La siete de La muiana.

REGLAS OFICIALES DEL CONCURSO DE COMPOSICION “HONREMOS NUESTRA HERENCIA HISPANA™ DE FANTA = LUBBOCK, TX

1. QUIEN PUEDE PARTICIPAR: Esle concurso solo esta al alcance de los residentes del estado de Texas que actualmente se eficuentren inscritos en el nivel Senior en una escuela secundaria
(high school) en ALubbock, TX y los condados contiguos, y que ingresen a una institucion de estudios superiores o universidad acreditado de 2 0 4 aios de duracion en ¢l otofio de 2004 en
los 50 estados de los EE UU. 0 en el Distrito de Columbia. Los EmPieadns de The Coca-Cola Company, Beverage Partners Worldwide (Norteamerica), Coca-Cola Bottlers, sus respeclivas
afliadas, subsidiarias agennas de publicidad E promocian, y los lamiliares cercanos y/o aquellas personas que vivan en el mismo hogar, no reunen los requisitos de participacion. Z.
FUNCIONA DE LA SIGUIENTE MANERA: En un Formulario Oficial de Participacion, disponible mientras duran las existencias en las tiendas participantes en el estado de Texas, 0 en una hoja
de papel de 8-1/2" x 11" (escribiendo solo en un lado, a doble espacio - usa hojas de papel adicionales de ser necesario), escribe a mano en letra de imprenta o @ maquina tu nombre
completo, tu direccion residencial (no se aceptan P.O. Baxes). ciudad. estado. codigo postal, el nombre de tu escuela. el grado en el que eslas Inscrito actualmenle, el nombre de tu maestro
ademas del numero telefanico de tu hogar. (Si no tienes teléfono. indica “No Phone " La falta de cumplimiento de esta o cualquier otra Regla Oficial dara como resultado la descalificacion. )
IMPORTANTE: Junto con tu formulario de participacion, tambien tienes que incluir una composicion original escrita a mano en letra de imprenta o a maquina de 250 palabras o menos en
ue describas “Lo que la herencia hispana significa para mi”. Envia tu formularid y tu composicion, con porte postal de primera clase a: Fanta “Honor Hispanic Heritage™ Scholarship Essay
ntest, 6101 Avenue A. Lubbotk. TX 79404. Los formularios de participacion y composiciones deberan ser recibidos a mas tardar para el 12/31/2003. Las composiciones no podran incluir
obscenidades ni exhibir una imagen desfavorable del patrocinador. Limite de una composicion por estudiante. El patrocinador no es responsable de mater iales enviados que hayan sido
extraviados, demorados, con porte postal insuficiente, mutilados, dingidos a la direccion equivocada o sean legibles. Todas las composiciongs enviadas se convierien en propiedad
exclusiva del patrocinador y ninguna sera devuelta. 3. ELECCION DEL GANADOR: Todas las composiciones seran evaluadas el 1/31/2004 o en una fecha cercana a ese dia, por parle de un
panel independiente de jueces. cuyas decisiones Seran finales. el cual determinara (1) ganador del Gran Premio.Aa evaluacion estara basada en los siguienles Crilerios Ongmalidad vy
Creatividad-50%: Claridad y Expresion-25%: Gramatica. Ortografia y Puntuacion-25%. En caso de empate. las composiciones empatadas seran re-evaluadas basandose en su Originalidad
Las decisiones de los jueces seran definitivas. El ganador sera notificado por teléfono o correo. 4. PREMIO: (21) Grandes Premios - Una beca de $1.000 para asistir a una inshitucion de
estudios superiores o universidad. Los ganadores deberdn inscribirse en una institucion de estudios superiores o universidad en uno de los 50 eslados de los EE.UU. o en el Distrito de
Columbia. a2 mas tardar para el 7/01/2004 a fin de poder recibir |a beca de premio. Podria requerirse un comprobanie de inscripcion Si el ganador no Se inscribe en una inshitucion de
estudios superiores o universidad a mas tardar para el 7/01/2004. él o ella perdera la beca de premio y se elegira a un ganador alterno. Los fondos son desembolsados directamente én la
cuenta del estudiante en I3 institucion de estudios superiores o universidad elegida a fin de que sean aplicados al pago de matriculas. cuotas y libros. El premio consiste exclusivamente en el
articulo designado especificamente como premio. 5. REGLAS GENERALES: Nulo en donde lo prohiba Ea ley No se permite ninguna sustitucion ni transferencia por parte del ganador. El pago
de todos los impuestos lederales, estados o locales es responsabihdad exclusiva del ganador. Se aplican todas las leyes ?EHEFNES, estados y locales. Al participar en el concurso, los
participantes le olorgan al Patrocinador y sus agencias 13 autorizacion para hacer uso de los maleriales entregados de la forma én que les parezca. incluyendo su utilizacion en materiales
publicitarios y promocionales. El Patrocinador se reserva el derecho de modificar, adaptar o reproducir la composicion en su totalidad a su discrecion. Todos los maleniales enviados se
convierien en propiedad exclusiva de The Coca-Cola Company y no serdn devueltos. El ganador potencial (o padre/tutor legal si el ganador potencial es menor 1= edad) debe lirmar y enviar
una Deciaracion Juiada de Elegibihdad/Liberacion de Responsabilidadesformutano de Aceplacion del Premio dentro de ?us. 5 dias siguientes al intento de notificacion certificando que la
cOMpOSicion enviada es su obra onginal, que poseen todos los derechos sobre los malteriales entregados. que los materiales no han sido reproducidas o publicados anteriormente g han
ganado un premio o presea anleriormente. La falta de cumplimiento dentro de esle periodo de tiempo podria resultar en la descalificacion. en cuyo caso se elegina a un ganador alte*n La
devolucion de cualquier premio o notificacion del mismo por no poder ser entregado resultara en la descalificacion y un ganador alterno sera elegido The Coca-Cola Company y sus
embotelladoras se reservan el derecho de sustituir un premio del mismo valor o superior. La aceptacion del premio conslituye I3 autorizacion para que el patrocinador y sus agencias uhilicen
el nombre y/o imagen del ganador para fines publicitanos y comerciales sin necesidad de compensacion adicional. a menos que lo prohiba la ﬁay El ganador asume toda responsabilidad por
cualquier lesion o dafo causado. 0 presuntamente haya sido causado, por la participacion en esta promocion o el uso o canje de cualquier premio. Al aceptar el premio. el ganador conviene
 en liberar al patrocinador. sus respectivos directores. funcionarios. empleados y asignados de loda respansabilidad contra cualquier reclamacion o responsabilidad que surja de la utilzacion
del premio. Al formar parte de esta promocion, los participantes convienen en apegarse a la Reglas Oficiales y a las decisiones de los jueces. El patrocinador no es responsable de ningun
error tipografico ni de ningun otro error en la impresion de la oferta. en la administracion de 1a promocion ni en la publicacion del ganador del premio. 6. GANADOR: Informarte quien es el
ganaﬂm cuyo nombre estara disponible despues del 3/1/2004, envia por separado un sobre (#10) rotulado con lu direccion y porte posial pagado a: Fanta "Honor Hispanic Heritage
cholarship Essay Contest. 6134 Ash Drive. Lubbock, TX 79404, el cual debera ser recibido a mas lardar para el Y 152004

r———-——-—_--—————-———-————-—-—————————1

x FANTA® /CONCURSO DE COMPOSICION “HONREMOS NUESTRA HERENCIA HISPANA” |
FORMULARIO OFICIAL DE PARTICIPACION = NO ES NECESARIO EFECTUAR COMPRA ALGUNA i

i NOMBRE COMPLETOQ DEL ESTUDIANTE (Manuscrito en letra de imprenta) ;
! , , £3 . i
! DIRECCION RESIDENCIAL (No se aceptan direccion que contiene caja postal) i
' : iy i
1 | !
g CIUDAD ESTADO _CODIGO POSTAL l
I NOMBRE DE LA ESCUELA A k" e S !
! | 1
) GRADO QUE CURSA EL ESTUDIANTE (inscrito actualmende) _ ) i —
! NOMBRE DEL MAESTRO 3 L S = ey 5y f
I NUMERO TELEFONICO DEL HOGAR DEL ESTUDIANTE __ ¢ 2 :
: l (Si no tienes telétono_ indica “No Phone” La falta de cumplimiento de esta o cualquier otra regla oficial dara como résultado la descaliticacion. ) Envia tu lormulano l
de participacion junto con tu composicion original escrita @ mano o a maquina en un sobre membretado a mano con porte postal de primera clase a: Fanta®
I “Honor Hispanic Heritage” Scholarship Essay Contest. 6101 Avenue A, Lubbock, TX 79404, Los formularios de participacion y Composiciones deberan ser recibidos |
l a mas tardar para el 12/31/2003. Limite de uno por persona. El patrocinador no es responsable de materiales enviados que hayan sido extraviados. demorados. con l
porte postal insuficiente. mutilados . dingidos a la direccion equivocada o sean ilegibles. Todas las composiciones enviadas se convierlen en propiedad exclusiva del
§ | Patrocinador y ninguna sera devuelta Consulta las Reglas Oliciales al (everso 4
I 72003 The Coca-Cola Company “Fanta” es una marca registrada de The Coca-Cola Company I
l-__-----——-----——-_--—--_-—_-——_---__J
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Cuando esta listo para el siguiente paso de su
vida, usted espera la oportunidad que su
banco le ayude a convertir su suefo realidad.
Y aun cuando no podemos ayudarle a escoger
el color de la pintura para el cuarto del bebe,
si le podemos ayudar con los tramites del
préstamo que le permi'ta empezar su proyec-
to. Ademas, como las oficinas principales de
American State Bank estan en Texas, la
respuesta de la solicitud del préstamo se
procesa rapido, casi que en 48 horas. Asl
usted podra usar el tiempo que le sobro
difuminando el color de su proyecto.
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Texas se junto con diez estados para ofrecer el juego de
Mega Millions™. Este juego multi-estatal ofrece premios
mayores que empiezan en $10 millones.

Algo especial del Mega Millions que se entuentra solo
en Texas es el “Megaplier,”™ por medio del cual el
jugador puede multiplicar su premio que no sea el
premio mayor por 2, 3 0 4 veces. Lo mejor del

Mega Millions es que los ingresos que produce

el juego benefician a Texas.

:Cuando Compres, Megaply!

m————

www.ixlottery.org

Las probabilidades de ganar un premio en Mega Millions™ son de 1 en 43. Debes tener 18 afios 0 mas para poder comprar boletos
2003 Texas Lottery Commission. Para mas informacion llame a la linea de servicio al cliente de la Loteria de Texas al 1-800-37-LOTTO. www.txlottery.org
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