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“Reflecting a proud community”™

id

50¢ at the Newsstand

And ybu mhix it all
together to get cake

Kelly Swinney, Laura Arnold and Larry Smith

add ingredients together to make tasty morsels

in preparation for SWCIDFest, which begins
ay and continues through the weckend at

the schoo.

What’s

in lifen?
SWCIDfest '94,
the college's
annual fundrais-
er and alumni
reunion, has fun
in store this
weekend for Big
Spring. See page

Hopping |
along Dk

Siblings Amanda
and Nick Denton
hop on & mat ih
fron. of the Prof-
fitt Day Care Cen-
ter as they were
participating in
the MDA Hop-A-
Thon Thursday
afternoon.

M Briefs =

*Trash for cash: _
KBST Radio, Rip Griffin’s Truck Termi-
nal and Big Spring Mall are helping
organize Cash for Trash Clean Day 94.
Civic clubs and non-profit organizations
can help collect cash for trash from dif-
ferent areas of the city. A mnminé,v May
2, 7:30 p.m. at the Dora Roberts Civic
Center will be conducted with the orga-
nizers and those interested in participat-

ing.

okgslsunco needed:

A Christmas in April meeting is scheduvled
for April 25 at noon at the Lions Club
Building, 1607 E. Fourth St. Project super-
visors for participating organizations are
encouraged to attend to go over project
needs and material lists.

*Play Crossroads Trivia

Play Crossroads Country Trivia and win
free classified ads plus have fun in the
process. Look for new questions Sunday
and Wednesday in the Herald Classifieds.

B Weather

*Partly cloudy, low mid 50s:
Mostly clear, low near 40, northeast winds
diminishing to 10 to 15 mph.

¢ Permian Forecast:
Saturday: Mostly sunny and breezy, high mid
70s, north to northeast wind 10 to 20 mph:
fair night, low mid 40s.
Sunday: Fair, high in lower 80s: fair night,
low in the 40s.
Monday: Fair, high in the mid 80s: fair night,
low In the low 50s.ow in the lower 50s.
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Slipping through the system

Loophole could prevent
adult punishment for
juvenile sex crime

By BARBARA MORRISON
Staff Writer

COLORADO CITY — Should a serious crime a person
commits as a juvenile be punishable if not discovered
until that person is an adult?

That is the question facing the Mitchell County Sherifl
department this week, says Sheriff Patrick Toombs.
According to Toombs, there is no known legal precedent
established in the state of Texas addressing the ques-
tion, thus creating confusion regarding court jurisdiction
and punishment.

The crime involves two children — one boy and one

As mineral
values slip,

so goes the

tax base

By TIM JONES
Staff Writer

The decline in Howard County’'s tax base is being
accelerated by a Houst bill which determines how min-
eral based-properties are assessed for taxable values.

Boyd Latham, representative of Capitol Appraisal
Group Inc., addressed the impact of HB 925 on tax
appraisal values Wednesday to the Howard County Tax
Appraisal District.

HCAD is considering renewing, for the 12th year, a
contract with an Austin-based firm which the district
has used since 1983 to appraise mineral and industrial
values.

The Austin company asked for a two-year contract
renewal from the Howard County Appraisal District's
board of directors.

“I'm very, very pleased with Capitol Appraisal Group,”
said Keith Toomire, chief appraiser with the HCAD.

“During this transitional phase with mineral and
industrial properties, to try to move to another firm, |
feel might be a mistake. I feel we should remain with
Capitol,” Toomire suggested.

“It’s a mutual beneficial relationship,” agreed Boyd
Latham, in Big Spring along with Hugh B. Means, repre-
senting the Austin firm.”

Latham also spoke frankly about the impact of HB
925 on tax appraisal and taxing entities.

Texas House Bill 975, recently passed into law,
changes the manner that taxes are computed on oil, gas
and mineral reserves affecting taxing entities like
Howard College, Howard County, and Big Spring, Coa-
homa and Forsan school districts.

Attending Wednesday were board members Don
Baker, Bob Horn, Dan Wise and Lewis Boeker. Absent
was Hayes Stripling Jr. Also present were Howard Col-
lege stafl representatives Cheri Sparks and Terry
Hansen.

Please see DECLINE, page 2

girl — who, at the ages of four and five, were sexually
abused repeatedly by a known offender approximately
four years ago outside the Colorado City limits. The
all:‘a‘ged abuse included sodomy, forcing the children to
perform oral sex and fondling.

The identified offender was approximately 14 years
old at the time of the incidents. The alleged perpetrator
is now 18 years of age and currently resides in Mitchell
County.

As experts explain, it is not uncommon in these types
of crimes, that the children have only now come forward
to report the abuse. Upon her discovery of the children’s
molestations, the mother of the children, now living in
Big Spring, immediately reported the incident to Big
Spring Police detective John Stowers

“He was very nice to us,” she explained. “But his atti-
tude kind of caught me off guard. He told me that he'd
hate to be held accountable for some stupid thing he did
when he was a teenager. The detective told me to find
consolation in the idea that the guy probably wouldn't
get by with it again now that it had been reported.”

Vietalan dantity

# downed by

The mother said the children were questioned for
more than two hours on March 17, during which time
Stowers wrote down the report and made some phone
calls to Colorado City.

Police Sgt. Scott Griffin reported, “Stowers said he
called both the Mitchell Couanty Police Department and
the Mitchell County Sherifl's Department, and both said
they weren't interested in investigating the case.”

“It was very disheartening,” the mother said. “The
kids had to go through every detail with him and
remember it over and over again. At the end of that
time, he told me that there was nothing that could be
done since the man who had done that to my children
was now an adult.”

However, according to the woman, Stowers promised
to send the children’s statements immediately to the
Mitchell County Sheriff, saying, “what they do with them
is up to them.”

An MCSD offier said no reports had been received by

Please see LOOPHOLE, page 2
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Two U.S.
helicopters

“friendly fire.”

Source: U.S. Pertagon, Jane s All the World's Aircraft

See related story page 6

AP/Xarl Gude, Elleen Glanton, Tom Holmes

Bordofske leaves United Way

Served the
organization
for 16 years

By TIM JONES
Staff Writer

Sherrie Bordofske announced her
resignation as executive director of
Big Spring/Howard County United
Way Thursday after 16 years of ser-
vice to the community and the
agency.

Bordofske tearfully requested to
be relieved of her duties and respon-
sibilities, effective April 29.

Bordofske also requested two
weeks vacation before that time. The
executive committee of the board of
directors accepted her resignation,

and has not nathed a replacement.

“After many hours of tears and
much consideration, the circum-
stances of economy, collection losses
and other obstacles in administrative
issues in the past, | feel it to be in the
best interest of the United Way and
myself to leave this position and Big
Spring,” Bordofske said.

Bordofske madeé no announcement
of future plans.

“I wholeheartedly support changes
in the reorganization of the United
Way,” she explained, adding "99.44
percent of you have been a pleasure
to work with.”

Bordofske said she wants to be
remembered here by two of her
favorite quotations, “Life isn’t worth
livln{, you must make it that way,”
and her high school motto, “Always
forward - never backward.”

Her request included a severance
package of four months salary at
$7,280 and $2,000 toward retire-
ment.

She requested two options for

b,

BORDOFSKE

insurance coverage; either to be
paid until July, unless she accepts
another position before then; or to
be offered coverage at her expense
until she secures another position.

Snyder man dies in motorcycle accident

By KELLIE JONES
Staff Writer

A 47-year-old Snyder man is dead
following a motorcycle accident

Blumenstock was traveling north on
FM 669 on a 1993 Harley Davidson
motorcycle about 9:30 p.m. Thurs-

negotiate

day wh::ﬁbd to

a curve in the

side of the road and was ejected
from the motorcycle. He sustained
fatal head and neck injuries. Reports
indicate Blumenstock was not wear-
ing a helmet at the time of the acdi-
dent. The motorcycle sustained

PUC gives TU
9% increase

The Associated Press

AUSTIN — Dallas-based TU Electric Co. has received
more money in ils rate case. But ironically, customers’
bills will go down when the estimated 9 percent increase
takes effect, possibly in late May.

That's because the state’s largest utility had already
put into place a 15.3 percent rate increase it had
requested last August from the three-member Public
Utﬁi(y Commission. State law allows rate increases to be
charged, subject to refund, while cases are pending at
the commission.

The PUC, which in January approved an 8.7 percent,
$435.4 million increase for TU Electric, on Thursday
boosted that by about $13.6 million, to $449 million
annually.

“Certainly any increase will help us better meet our
costs. However, we believe that they didn't go nearly far
enough,” said Tom Baker, TU Electric executive vice

president.

The any had said the 8.7 percent increase would
beﬁmmy evastating.

TU Electric spokeswoman Joan Hunter said the com-
pany would again ask the PUC to make adjustments in
its rate order. If it does not, she said, the next step
would be to the courthouse.

In the meantime, Ms. Hunter said, “We have begun
the process of looking for alternative strategies and
ways to become more competitive ... to maintain and
strengthen our financial position. We are examining our
assots and determining how we might use them differ-
ently.”

Please see TU, page 2
Classified Ad! Call 263-7331
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By KELLIE JONES
Staff Writer

Students who attend Runnels
Junior High will have new comput-
ers in their school when classes
begin in August.

The Big Spring Independent
School District Board of Trustees
approved the purchase of 28 new
IBM computers with a $70,000 price
tag.

Beginning in the 1994-95 school
year, students will be required to
take a computer literacy assessment
from the Texas Education Agency.
The software for this program is
currently being developed for IBM
and Macintosh computers only and
the computers that are currently at
Runnels are Apple lle and is not
compatible.

Apple lle and any device made to
make it work with an IBM or Macin-
tosh program are no longer pro-
duced. The board approved the bud-
get amendment for this year's bud-
get so that the new computers could
be purchased as soon as possible.

The new computers will take
about six weeks to arrive at Runnels
then school employees will begin the
task of rewiring the lab during the
summer. This means the lab will be
up and running by the time students
return to school in August and give
the district time to work out any
“bugs” in the system.

If the board had voted to wait and
put this purchase into next year's
budget, the computers would not
have arrived until school had
already started. There would be
have been a minimum of 10 class

The Big Spring Independent School
Board of Trustees approved:

*Joann Knox will be the new
director of food service for the BSISD
and begins work June 6. Knox
replaces retiring director Ray
Lawliss. Knox is currently Director
of Food Service in Mineral Wells and
comes highly recommended.

*Wallace “Casey” Crowder has
been hired as a resource teacher for
Big Spring High School. He is cur-
rently a major in the U.S. Army sta-
tioned at Fort Sill, Okla.

*Lee Freeze, a counselor at Goliad
Middle School, announced his retire-
ment after 41 years in public educa-
tion.

*Bobby Grant, a computer literacy
teacher at Runnels Junior High, is
also retiring after this school year.

*Margaret Horton, a second grade
teacher at Washington Elementary,
is retiring after 38 years in educa-
tion.

eDebbie Payne, a second grade
teacher at Marcy Elementary, is
resigning the end of this school year.
She and her husband are relocating
to Lubbock.

days that students could not use
them while the computers were
being installed. The computer litera-
cv course is only one semester and
students take the TEA test at the end
of the course.

*The board approved their annual
catalog bids. Hoover Brothers and
Cole Educational Supply were
accepted as vendors for educational
instructional aids. The bid is esti-
mated at $40,000. L H Office Center
and Concho Business Solutions will
be the vendors for educational office
supplies. The estimated bid for these
products is also $40,000.

*The board accepted additional
funds of $10,617 from the Carl
Perkins Federal Fund to be used for
career and technology programs.
The money will be used to purchase
teaching supplies and equipment.

*The board also approved to
spend $900 of the Carl Perkins Voca-
tional and Applied Technology Tech
Prep funds. The money will be used
to help implement the Tech Prep
activities in the district.

*The Big Spring High School choir
has received approval from the
school board to attend the Nashville
Music Festival in Tenn. at the end of
April. Students raised the money
themselves and there will be 43 stu-
dents and eight sponsors making the
trip to represent Big Spring at the
festival.

The nine-year-old Apple comput-
ers will not be wasted because
teachers at Runnels have requested
that the old computers be put into
their classrooms.

Loophole

Continued from page 1

higher felony and so we would have
more options in that situation. This is
a definite legal loophole that needs to
be looked into by the legislature.”
Toombs admitted speaking to the
BSPD, but denies their allegations
that Mitchell County “was not willing
to pursue the case,” as reported by

GrifTin.

“I don't know where they got that
idea,” Toombs said. “We're still wait-
ing for them to send us the kids’
statements. | thought maybe they
were having clerical problems or
something.

“I've given as much information as
we've been able to gather from the

family to our juvenile officer,” he
added. According to Toombs, the
officer is waiting for a reply from
Austin as to how to proceed.

“We're definitely pursing this,” he
explained. “We're looking into the
case. We've just never had some-
thing like this come up before.”

TU

Continued from page 1 -

Ms. Hunter said she could not be more specific about

what that might entail.

Under Thursday's adjusted rate increase, a residential
customer using 1,000 kilowatt hours of electricity
monthly would see a rate decrease of about $5, or 6 per-
cent, from what they currently pay, according to the
company. The increase over year-ago rates would aver-

age more than 9 percent.

Customers also would get a one-time bill credit later
this summer to make up for the higher rates. The credit,
which will be offset by higher-than-expected fuel costs,
will be in the $10 range, Ms. Hunter said.

Lawyer Geoffrey Gay, representing about 59 cities
served by TU Electric, said he would have liked to see

lower rates.

“However, given TUEC's level of whining since the
final order (in January), it is not surprising that the com-
mission slightly increased the level of rate relief afforded

the company,” he said.

Walter Washington of the Office of Public Utility Coun-
sel, which represents residential and small business
ratepayers before the PUC, opposed the $13.6 million
increase but said he was satisfied overall with the rate

decision.

a fair one.

receive,” he said.

of electricity.

PUC Chairman Robert Gee said the overall increase is

“I think it's ample to meet (TU Electric’s) projected
and anticipated needs and to maintain their financial
integrity. It strikes a balance bétweén what they wanted
and what we believe that their customers are entitled to

Thursday’s $13.6 million increase was due mostly to
the commission agreeing to add payroll expenses for TU
Electric accounting and personnel employees. The
employees were transferred to another subsidiary of TU
Electric’s parent company, but still are doing the same
work, according to TU Electric.

Washington also said he would have liked to see the
impact of one rate change softened for current cus-
tomers: The PUC, in an effort to promote conservation,
decided to reduce the price break that customers get in
the winter after they use more than 600 kilowatt hours

Some have said this would hurt customers in all-elec-
tric homes, since those using more electricity would pay
more. For example, customers using 3,000 kilowatt
hours of electricity a month would see a 21.9 percent

increase in the winter, according to company figures

__Police

The Big Spring Police Department
reported the following incidents:

*Arson was reported In the 1000 block
of North Main. Reports say someone
threw a gasoline-filled glass bottle
through a car window which caught the
interior of the vehicle on fire. There was
damage to the passenger seat and floor-
board. No arrests have been made at this
time.

*Several thefts were reported In the
city: 400 block of Gregg, 300 block of
Owens and in the 1800 block of Gregg.

“Loud parties were reported In the 600
block of Holbert and 500 block of West-
over.

*Burglary of a habitation was reported
in the 1200 block of East 17th Street.

*Burglary of a vehicle was reported In
the 2600 block of Albrook, 1800 block of
Thorpe and 1700 block of West Marcy.

*Assault by threats was reported In the
700 block of North Lancaster.

*David Westbrook, 20 of 1703 Young,
was arrested on an outstanding local
warrant.

*Andrew Aguilar, 25 of 1615 Canary,
was arrested on outstanding local war-
rants.

©) Lotto

AUSTIN (AP) — The Lotto Texas
Pick 3 winning numbers drawn
'{hursday by the Texas Lottery: 4-1-

Records

Thursday's low temp.... — 1
Average high e T8
Average low.......weeeee. S |
[P0 T Re———— L
Record low aenniEnEsnnamaeas SN 1088

11 Sherif

The Howard County Sheriff's Depart-
ment reported the following Incidents:
*Anthony Sarmiento, 20 of 510 N.W.
Seventh Street, was arrested for burglary
of a building. He posted bond and was
released. s
*Mickey Lynn Kennedy, 34 of 2706
Williams Road, was arrested on a revo-
cation of probation warrant. Kennedy
had been on probation for driving while
Intoxicated. No bond has been set.
*Shawn Savage Slayton, 24 of 109 East
24th Street, was arrested on a parole vio-
lation warrant from Coleman County.
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Passenger in wreck
in good condition

A Big Spring resident remains in
good condition at Scenic Mountain
Medical Center after being involved
in an accident Thursday afternoon at
the intersection of FM 700 and Bird-
well Lane.

According to reports, 18-year-old
Laurel Faith Love was traveling
westbound on FM 700 and attempt-
ing to make a left turn onto Birdwell
when the accident occurred. Love
allegedly failed to yield the right-of-
way to a car driven by Milton Alton
Laird which was traveling eastbound
on FM 700.

Laird’s vehicle struck Love's caus-
ing her to strike a third car that was
at the red light on Birdwell Lane.

Love and her passenger, 17-year-
old Bethany Love, were taken to the
hospital by ambulance. Laurel was
treated and released while Bethany
remains in good condition at the
hospital.

Reports indicate the two teenagers
were only wearing their shoulder
restraints at the time of the accident.

The drivers of the other two vehi-

cles were not injured in the accident.

CHIROPRACTOR

Dr. Bill T. Chrane
263-3182
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May crude oll $16.18, down §, and May cot-
fon futures 80.90 cents a pound, down 37;
cash hog Is 1.00 lower at 42.50; slaughter
steors is 50 cents lower at 76 cents even;
April live hog futures 45.35, down 15; April
live cattle futures 76.17, up 2 at 10:30 a.m.,
according to Deita Commodities.
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CURRENT
Name QUOTE

TeXACO .....coveavrrrrranans
Texas Instruments .....

.. 12.32-13.07
. 21.98-23.32
18.04-19.14
.. 29.07-30.84

Euro Pacific Growth Fund.
LCA. corssosssiscisonsinssinisepsassisinis
New Economy .

New Perspective . ... 14.84-15.75
Van Kampef....c.ccicoasesosssensosassesse 14.57-15.28
QoM .icoi5-550055e 376.50-378.00
SRV v merisssssssiss s 5.27-5.30

Noon quotes courtesy of Edward D. Jones &
Co., 219 Main St., Big Spring, 267-2501.
Quotes are from today’'s market, and the
change is market activity from 3 p.m. the
previous day.

FRIDAY, APRIL 15, 1994

&

Herald photo by Tim Jones

Boyd Latham, an admitted “Dr. Red Duke look-alike”, spoke about declining
mineral values at the Howard County Tax Appraisal District’s board meeting

Wednesday.

Decline

Continued from page 1

impacted 172 out of the 1,000 leases
in Howard County. Next year, some
300 to 350 will be impacted, if the
price drops $2.

“Too much attention is given by
the State Legislature to special inter-
est groups without the decisions
being balanced out. HB 925 dictates
how a subjective determination can
be applied, its impact is not univer-
sal,” Latham explained.

“As an appraiser using HB 925,
you can always go down, but you ,
cannot go up. HB 925 sets the most
that it can be - you'll never get all

the value you're entitled to,” Latham
commented.

“Our job at Capitol group, is to
gather information you must have to
express your opinions, to keep you
legal, to keep you informed,”
explained Latham

The average price for last year's
sour crude production was in the
$14 range, and sweet crude produc-
tion was in the $17 range.

Last year's appraised values were
on sour crude at $12 and sweet
crude at $15. That gap of only $3 a
barrel, spread over the entire year's
production, does affect the tax base
overall.

San Antonio says enough violence; bans gun shows

The Associated Press

SAN ANTONIO — San Antonio
says it has seen enough of violence
and “children killing children.”

Thursday, the City Council voted
7-4 to halt gun shows at city facili-
ties, becoming the first Texas city to
stop the practice.

Yet critics say the move will hardly
stop the carnage in a city that has
had escalating murder rates with
229 homicides in 1993 and 220 in
1992. Last year there were more
than 1,200 drive-by shootings in the
city.

They ridicule the idea that stop-
ping gun shows would stop the
killing, saying buyers will now head
to flea markets and the black mar-
ket.

“I'm absolutely positive guns are
going to continue to be purchased in
this community. We are not taking
them out of their hands,” said Coun-
cilman Lyle Larson, who voted
against the measure and owns a gun
for personal safety.

Nalley-Pickle & Welch

Funeral Home
and Rosewood Chapel

906 GREGG
BIG SPRING

MYERS & SMITH

FUNERAL HOME
& CHAPEL

24th & Johnson 267-8288
Francisco Palomino, Sr., 88,
died Wednesday. Funeral

services will be 2:00 P.M.,
Friday at Myers & Smith
Chapel, with military burial at
Trinity Memorial Park.

Even police say that illegal sales
are primarily made outside of gun
shows.

Assistant Police Chief Gilbert San-
doval told the council that the great-
est number of illegal weapon sales
historically has occurred at flea mar-
kets, where people in their 20s often
buy guns and later sell, give or trade
them for drugs to young teen-agers.

Still, Mayor Nelson Wolll said the

council’s message must go out. '

“There’s no accountability to who
buys the guns, there’s no account-
ability to who sells the guns,” he
said.

WolfT said the weapons often end
up in “the hands of children, crimi-
nals and mentally unstable people.”

“And that's causing a great deal of
death and destruction in the commu-
nity,” he said.
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Summer Sorbet
Candles, Oil &
Potpourri Have

Arrived

- 4
JOoy’s fallmark.

1900 8. Gregg 9:306 M-S 2634511

0
NOW OPEN

WIGETS

Tuesday - Friday
11:00-8:00 p.m,

WINDBERG

Largest Collection In The World....See
LAST STAND & CONTENMENT
Rarest Windberg liimited edition prints plus many others

QM

Custom Fromes & Gallery
Full Service Facility

1514 Mesquite, Big Spring, Tx. Phone: 263-0323

.

February
Close Out

They Last

E—F 3

‘\ /'/'

Heating & Cooling Systems

Since 1904

Save Up To

50%

Electric Usage
No One Builds Higher
Quality At Any Price

Unbelievable
Prices While On existing duct and electric, piping, venting

asLow as $1 680°°m7ML£°

~— , :

JOHNSON AIR CONDITIONING
State of Texas TABOO6982E

For FREE Estimates Call

263-2980

TV
Participating
Contractor

75,000 BTU FURNACE

‘743%1]“&0

and closet.

OR
Complete 10 SEER
Heating and Air Conditioning
System

Condenser, Coil and Furnance on existing
slab, duct, electrical copper pipe and
disconnect

1308 E. 3rd
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Urban survival theory put to the tes

Claim is defendant acted as ‘any black man would’

The Associated Press

FORT WORTH — Daimion Osby,
fearing for his life in a running dis-
pute on the streets of a tough neigh-
borhood, reacted as any black man
in his shoes would have, his attor-
neys say.

At least that's what his lawyers
say they are trying to prove in his
murder trial.

Osby, 18, is accused of killing
cousins Willie “Peanut” Brooks, 28
and Marcus Brooks, 19, after a pair
of men jumped him in a parking lot
April 18. Prosecutors said the men
were unarmed. Osby’s attorneys say
a gun was found in the pickup the
cousins drove to the scene and that
they had pointed a shotgun at Osby a
week before during a car chase.

They don’t deny their client
gunned the cousins down during a
confrontation.

But, they say, the teen-ager suf-
fered from “urban survival syn-
drome,” a controversial defense that
one opponent fears could legalize
black-on-black murder in some
urban areas.

Others say what's good for white,
middle-class defendants should also

Cotton
farmers

praying
for rain

The Associated Press

BROWNFIELD — The collective
mood of cotton farmers grows
gloomier with each cloudless day.

Agriculture experts say 1994 is
shaping into the £1est planting sea-
son since 1974, when cotton on the
South Plains turned out miserable in
quality and quantity.

"l have been optimistic
up uniil about a month ago,” said
Kater Hake, cotton specialist for the
Texas Agriculture Extension Service.
“We're in a rainy period right now,
and we haven't gotten rain."

It's so dry across the Lubbock
region — the nation’s largest cotton
patch — that motorists drive with
their lights on during afternoon dust
storms. Grass fires are common.

Drifts of wind-whipped sand coat
the ditches beside parched pastures.
Brittle stalks from last year's cotton
crop remain standing in many non-
irrigated fields, where farmers won't
bother working until after it rains.

“Just leave well enough alone,”
suggests Russell Lepard, a Brown-
field farmer who has devoted his
attention to fields he can water using
wells and giant pivots. “We've got to
have moisture before we do any-
thing.”

Typically, it rains and snows
enough during the winter to anchor
loose topsoil and replenish the deep
moisture that plants need to survive
summer months. The National
Weather Service says 5.37 inches of
precipitation is average in Lubbock
from Oct. 1 to mid-April.

But over the past 6> months, Lub-
bock rain gauges have measured
just 2.13 inches. Other areas got
less.

Concern about the drought echoes
in Brownfield through church
prayers and speculation about feder-
al disaster relief.

On a tour through the town 30
miles of Lubbock, Lepard point-
ed out a fertilizer store where one
lone truck was parked.

Many non-irrigating farmers have
held off on buying fertilizer and her-
bicides, said Lepard, who hasn’t
plowed his dryland fields yet.

“I haven't given up,” the 39-year-
old Brownfield native says. “I'm just
letting time take its toll right now.”

But Lepard watered his irrigated
acreage three times since late last
year.

Happy

3rd

Birthday

be a valid defense in ghetto crimes.

Bill Lane, Osby's lawyer, says eco-
nomics forced his client to ltwe in an
area that lacks adequate police pro-
tection. Carrying a gun there, he
says, is self-preservation.

“It’s just like open warfare in
areas like Miller (Avenue) and Berry
(Street),” Lane said of the southeast
Fort Worth location where Osby
fired the fatal shots. “And if you're
to survive as a young African-Ameri-
can in that neighborhood, you have
to take steps necessary to protect
yourself."

All three men were black. Prose-
cutor Steve Marshall says the level of
black-on-black crimes is “‘atro-
cious,” but granting special consid-
eration in the use of deadly force is
not the answer.

“It’s clearly an area that needs to
be addressed,” Marshall said, “but
the way to address it is not by legal-
izing black-on-black homicide,
which is essentially what the defense
is purporting to do in this case.”

Defense attorneys said they plan to
call author Jared Taylor, who wrote
the 1993 book “‘Paved with Good
Intentions: The Failure of Race Rela-
tions in Contemporary America,” as
an expert witness on black-on-black

crime. .

‘““He (Osby) was in a situation
which unfortunately, in order to pre-
serve his own life, he had to do the
kind of violence that justifies the
case we are making for him,” Taylor
said.

Of the 5,522 homicides in 1992
involving a lone assailant and a
black victim, 5,164 involved blacks
killing blacks, U.S. Department of
Justice statistician Michael Rand
said Thursday, citing the most
recent figures available.

“In terms of the population they're
overrepresented on both sides,”
Rand said.

Fort Worth police Sgt. Sam Van
Vleck said of the 134 homicides in
the city last year, 40 were black-on-
black offenses.

While the “‘urban survival” tag is
new, similar approaches have
achieved some success

In October 1992, Milwaukee attor-
ney Robin Shellow argued that Feli-
cia Morgan was sulfering post-trau-
matic stress disorder from a lifetime
of violence inside and outside the
home when she killed another teen-
ager. The girl was convicted, but the
judge made her eligible for parole
Please see URBAN, page 5

Evacuees return after

The Associated Press

BALCH SPRINGS — Thousands of
Balch Springs residents, evacuated
because a pesticide truck crashed
and filled the air with a toxic cloud,
were allowed to return to their
homes early today.

Texas Department of Public Safety
Lt. Ben Valdez said the decision to
allow residents to return home was
made today after consultation with
Dallas fire officials,

Earlier, city officials had said they
were awaiting results from an Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency toxicity
test before making a decision on the
evacuation,

Nearly 100 people sought treat-
ment at hospitals following the
Thursday morning fire, which start-
ed when the tractor-trailer crashed
into a sign on Interstate 20 and
exploded.

Witnesses said the truck driver
didn’t escape the wreckage. But the
other injuries weren'’t serious.

The truck was carrying aldicarb,
the most toxic insecticide used in the
United States. It burned for about 10
hours, sending toxic smoke over a 5-
mile radius northwest of this suburb
about 10 miles southeast of Dallas.

“The smoke from this stufl is so
dangerous that you don’t want to
breathe it,”" said Valdez, “You don't
want to take chances.”

At least 17 law officers and fire-
fighters were taken to Baylor Uni-
versity Medical Center for observa-
tion. Valdez said about 100 people
sought treatment for symptoms such

as nausea, sweating and irritated
eyes.

Before they were told they could
return home, evacuees milled
around schools and churches desig-
nated as shelters and gathered in
parts of town that weren't quaran-
tined. Many of them didn’t look very
happy.

“People are starting to get a little
antsy because they want to go
home,”” Mayor David Haas said
Thursday night

At city hall and at the police sta-
tion, residents argued with city ofli-
cials, trying to get permission to go
home to retrieve pets, get medica-
tion or even to get dressed

“They better let me go home
because | have to be to work soon,”
said Marvin Hogg, standing outside
the police station wearing a T-shirt,
boxer shorts and no shoes

“l didn't even have this until |
snuck back to get it,” he said, tug-
ging at his shirt.

Haas said Balch Springs police
“saturated” the emptied neighbor-
hood to avoid looting

The truck was carrying 43,000
pounds of Temik 15G, an insecticide
used mostly on cotton and citrus
crops. Aldicarb constitutes 15 per-
cent of Temik 15G but is its active
ingredient, said Rick Rountree,
spokesman for Rhomre Poulenc,
Temik's manufacturer

Firefighters didn’t put out the
flames with water because the pesti-
cide becomes more toxic when
mixed with water. They tried to sub-
due the flames with sand, chemicals
and a foamy substance. The truck
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Daimion Osby, right, sits with his court appointed attorney David Bays in
District Court in Fort Worth recently. Defense attorneys are contending the

Assoclated Press photo

unemployed young man acted under an “urban survival syndrome” when
he armed himself with a .38 caliber pistol and shot two men who Osby
claims threatened him for more than a year.

toxic cloud dissipates

At Hodges Elementary School in Balch Springs, kindergarten teacher Becky
Varnado tries to comfort Candice Cole, 6, left, and Kristie Magel, 5, during
an evacuation at their school caused by toxic fumes from a truck accident.

continued smoldering until about 6
p.m.

“You have a potential respiratory
hazard in that immediate area
because aldicarb is the most toxic

insecticide used in the United
States,” said Jill Haukos, associate
director at the National Pesticide
Telecommunications Network at
Please see RETURN, page 5

Focus on
criminal

_1as well as

prisons

The Associated Press

HOUSTON — If Texans want the
state to get tough on crime, they
need to focus on the criminal as well
as on the cells, Gov. Ann Richards
says

“Most people don't care much
about the prison or what goes on
there,” said Richards, who faces re-
election this year against Republican
George W. Bush. “What people real-
ly do care about is that they want
people who do bad things to be
locked up, they want them kept
there, and beyond that they don't
want to think very much about it.”

But the state must invest taxpayer
money inside the prison, as well as
on the walls of a cell if Texans want
to see a real reduction in crime

“The product that comes out of
the other end of the incarceration is
every bit as important as the process
of getting them locked up in the first
place,” Richards told the Houston
Rotary Club at a luncheon address
Thursday.

Richards touted the state’s 18 per-
cent crime drop since taking office in
1991 and her success in gaining
another 75,000 prison beds for a
total of 150,000 by September 1995.

But the public is usually blind to
criminal rehabilitation and that is
one of the state's heaviest burdens,
Richards insisted. When those new
beds go on line next year, Texas will
boast the largest prison system in
the ““civilized world,” said Carol
Vance, chairman of Texas Depart-
ment of Criminal Justice board, who
also spoke at the luncheon

Vance said about 96 percent of the
nation’s prison population will go
free in the next three years. If pris-
ons serve only as way stations for
criminals, the problem of crime will
never be solved.

Coupled with the fact that 50 per-
cent of the state's inmates return to
prison for a second stay, Richards
said prison programs need to focus
intensely on the criminal to prevent
a return visit.

Her support of another 10,000
aleohol and drug treatment beds in
the prisons is an example of how to
do that, she said. Eighty-five percent
of the 76,000 Texas inmate popula-
tion has a problem with either alco-
hol or drug addiction. By paying for
treatment, millions in tax dollars are
saved, Richards said.

“Now we are going to have some
failures, my friends. It isn't going to
be 100 percent.”” Richards said. “But
we know for that every 1 percent
difference that we make, we save
$12 million in the return rate of peo-
ple coming back to the peniten-
tiary.”
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UIL competition

We salute!

The Big Spring Herald, each week, recognizes local citizens or
groups who have been singled out for special honors or who have
helped make a difference in the quality of life in and around our

*Max Webb for being named director of the Northside Communi-

*Coahoma UIL district winners Jamie Wright, Angela Crippen,
Kelly Gray, Donna Spindler, Justin Wood, Bethany Graves and

*Big Spring Police officers Robert Fitzgibbons, David Sellers,
George Yielding, Charles Calvert and Jerry Maye for their promo-
tion to the new rank of corporal.

*Coahoma FHAers Tia Boudreau, Lori Brockman and TaNeal
Anderson for competing well at their first Region 1 competition.

*Bauer Elementary students Johnny Rodriguez, Valerie Mar-
tinez, David Lee, Lindsey Dioz, Cassie Coates, Lindsey Kirk, Marti-
na de los Santos, Crystal Rodriguez, Sara Sanghavi and Matias Cis-
neros for competing in Rising Star, an art, poetry and writing com-

*Goliad and Runnels students for an excellent showing in the

Saying goodbye Is
the hardest thmg

“Tis a far, far better thing I do...

Scratch, scratch, scribble, scribble.

‘Tis a far, far better place I go
than....

Scratch that, too.

Unlike Mr. Dickens, I'm no good at
farewells. Don't like ‘em. Never
have. Probably never will.

Nonetheless, that's the duty=left
me in this space today ... saying
goodbye to a community that I've
Eown to love quite deeply during

e last 16 months.

Where I'm bound isn't set just yet,
but from the looks of the journalistic
job market, the rotund one is not
only going to be leaving Big Spring,
but West Texas, as well.

Even worse, | may wind up having
to leave Texas.

Shakespeare would have called it
“the unkindest cut of all.”

To be honest, I'd never in my
worst dreams have envisioned such
circumstances, yet here they are.

We've all heard some television
anchor explain that this or that com-
pany was planning a “reduction in
workforce,” and I'm quite certain
I've written the same term in a busi-
ness-related story or two.

It's a fact of life in business. And
newspapers, despite what many col-
lege students are taught in J-school,
are businesses.

They, too, are sometimes present-
ed with the unhappy task of having
to reduce their stafls. Such was the
case with the Herald this month, and
yours truly was among the four or
five who were expendable.

Suddenly the term “reduction in
workforce” means “unemployed,”
and becomes far less palatable. The
prospect of filing for unemployment
benefits at the Texas Employment
Commission office Monday is some-
what staggering.

I'm just not used to it.

Throughout my 15-year career in
this business, there's always been
anolherJ'ob waiting. Even when |
was fired frem my first newspaper

John A. Moeley

job — believe it or not, most of us
are — a publisher in a town 30 miles
away had tracked me down and
hired me within 45 minutes of col-
lecting my severance pay.

Those, of course, were times prior
to the demise of the Dallas Times
Herald and the San Antonio Light.
The job market is tight. I've already
made two out-of-state job interviews
and will probably make a couple
more before I'm through.

I remain convinced that something
grand is waiting out there for me
somewhere. God never closes a door
without opening another some-
where, it's just a matter of having
the faith to walk through that new
portal.

What's more, having experienced
the honor of living among you for
more than a year has also been a
heartening factor.

If Big Spring could survive the clo-
sure of Webb Air Force Base and an
oil bust while maintaining an out-
look on a bright future, Big John can
roll with this momentary setback.

I just hate that | won't be around
to see this city fully reach its goals.

I'd never adapted to a new job and
new surroundings like I did here. Big
Spring has truly been home and you
will all be greatly missed.

No, I'll never be so eloquent as
Sydney Carton in “A Tale of Two
Cities,” but then, I don’t have to be.

Because, you see, |'ve never done
anything better than toiling at this
profession; nor have | ever lived in a
better place than Big Spring.

Exit, stage right.
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Lashing more than the guilty ...

Am | soft on crime? Quite a few
readers have been on the phone say-
ing so. They're upset because |
oppose the vicious lashing f the
young American in Singapore who

* took part in a wave of vandalism.

The answer is that most of the
time, no, I'm not soft on crime. |
have no problem with the death
g:nalty for killers proved guilty

yond doubt. | believe chronic sex
offenders should be locked up for
life. Any crime against children,
throw away the key.

But I suppose there have been
times when | might be guilty of being
a bit soft. So I'll tell this story:

It was 22 years ago. | was living on
a quiet, suburb-like street on the far
northwest side of Chicago.

While | was out of town with my
family, someone smashed open my
back door and ransacked the house.
To my surprise, nothing was taken,
although there were the usual items
— stereo, TV, etc. — that a burglar
could sell.

A few weeks later, the cops called.
They caught my home invaders:
three high school seniors from
decent, middle-class families. One
was an all-state football player who
had been offered numerous scholar-
ships.

They had committed several bur-
glaries — but always of homes that
were unoccupied at the moment.

The cops asked me to come to the
police station where the young jerks
were being held.

I went there almost breathing fire.
Damn punks breaking into my
house? | was ready to put a noose
around their necks.

But I arrived a little early. It was
my old neighborhood, so-1 went
down the street to have a beer at a
tavern that used to be owned by a
friend of my father.

Standing at the bar, | saw a gray-
haired man in a business suit. He
walked over and introduced himself
as the father of one of the young
criminals.

Mike Royko
| S IR a5 AR O . i A TRy el 2 gl

I told him I was sorry about his
problems. As a father, | could under-
stand his feelings. He shook his head
and very firmly said: ‘“No, there’s no
excuse for wkat he did. He grew up
in a good home, part of a good fami-
ly. He had everything he needed,
now he has made his own bed and
he has to sleep in it.”

But by the time he got to the last
few words, his voice choked, his lips
trembled, his head dropped into his

arms and he was sobbing. Then he
talked haltingly about what he might
have done wrong. Working long
hours, not enough time with his kids,
the usual parental guilt.

When we got to the police station,
a detective told me something that
was almost funny.

“The reason they didn't take any-
thing from your house,” he said,
“was that they didn’t know it was
your house when they broke in.
Then when they went through your
desk, they saw your name on
papers. Turns out the leader of the
kids is a big fan of yours. You're one
of his heroes.”

I made a lame joke about giving
up my job if | was inspiring a gener-
ation of youthful burglars.

Then the detective told me some-
thing that wasn’t funny. Another
father was in his office downtown
when he took the phone call telling
him about the arrest of his son.

He dropped the phone and fell
over with a heart attack.

So we had one father on a guilt
trip and another in intensive care.

I sat down in an office with the
detectives and an assistant state's
attorney.

W MM' ;'i;‘“m‘
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They told me that the three young
men had been caught with stolen
Kroper(y in a routine traffic stop and

ad admitted everything.

They had burglarized several
houses, but only when they were
sure nobody was home.

The assistant state’s attorney
asked me what | thought they should
go for in court.

The question didn’t surprise me.
His boss (no longer in public life)
was a politician. So they were aware
that I wrote a column for a major
newspaper and could turn the
break-in into a major crime.

| asked several questions. Had
there been any previous arrests?
None. Why had they done it? They
weren't sure, although they thought
it might have been to buy marijuana
or just for the adventure. Had they
vandalized any of the homes? No,
except for my house, they took some
valuables and left. Did the detec-
tives, with years of experience, con-
sider them dangerous characters?
No, the detectives thought they were
young goofs.

The futures of the three young
men were in my hands. Politics
being politics, | knew that the state’s
attorney would accept my recom-
mendation. If I said go for their
throats, he would. And with a hard-
nosed judge, they might do hard
prison time.

So what would you have done?
Remember, one father was a ner-
vous wreck, another was in a hospi-
tal with tubes in his arms and nose.
The mothers were probably experi-
encing crying jags. The lives of
entire families were being ripped
apart because of the youthful stupid-
ity.

On the other hand, they had com-
mitted crimes. And in Singapore, we
now know, they would be impris-
oned, fined and tortured.

So what did I do?

Damn, I'm getting old. I don'{
remember ...

/C) 1994 By The Chicago Tribune

No competition to the Disney era

SARASOTA, Fla. — I went to look
for the Glass Blowers, but the Glass
Blowers were gone.

There was a time when, if you
wanted to attract enough tourists to
put food on the table for you and
your family, all you needed was a
quirky idea and a storefront. This
was especially true in Florida. The
tourists were down here anyway,
looking for the sun, and on rainy
days they were yours to lure inside.

The Glass Blowers did a good job
of it. I know that in the 1950s, when
my father would take our family to
Sarasota for spring vacation, we
spent many a rainy morning at the
Glass Blowers, watching them blow
glass.

If memory serves, it was a no-frills
operation. The Glass Blowers
worked out of a structure on North
Tamiami Trail. There was a man
who blew glass and a woman who
blew. glass. It cost nothing to watch
them. They made their money by
selling the products of their glass
blowing. Tiny reindeer and tiny
birds, as I recall — blown from
molten colored glass, with protrud-
ing glass eyeballs and button glass

. noses, yours to take home for a cou-

ple of bucks.

This spring, on a rainy morning, |
decided to find out what the Glass
Blowers were up to. | wondered
whether — in a Florida-tourism age
that+is dominated by the ever-
expanding Walt Disney World
empire over in Orlando — there was
still a place for the Glass Blowers.
How dd!ou convince a kid that an
acceptable way to kill the morning is
to watch the Glass Blowers blow
glass, when all kids know that Space
Mountain and the Big Thunder
Mountain Railroad await them else-
where?

9

Bob Greene
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The answer, apparently, is that
you don't. Because at the site of the
Glass Blowers — 5230 N. Tamiami
Trail — a chic little restaurant called
the Cafe of the Arts is now in busi-
ness. They serve their food in the
Glass Blowers' old building, and they
say they have no idea what ever
happened to the Glass Blowers.

Who might know? You would
think that the owners of Cars of Yes-
terday might know. Cars of Yester-
day, which is still in business, was
another rainy-day Sarasota attrac-
tion in pre-Disney Florida, just up
the street from the Glass Blowers.
But the proprietors could offer no
clue as to the fate of their former
neighbors who blew glass.

Sarasota County’'s Department of
Historical Resources was able to
provide some Glass Blowers arti-
facts. Historian Ann Shank had an
old Glass Blowers brochure, circa
1959. “The Glass Blowers Invite You
to Visit Our Studio and Gift Shop,”
the pamphlet proclaimed. “‘No
Charge. No Obligation. We Are Open
9.6 Year Round — Closed Sunday.
The Center of the Attraction Area.”

That was the problem, right there.
The center of the attraction area?
The Glass Blowers? Tell that to
Mickey Mouse. More to the point, tell

it to the marke executives at the
Walt Disney Co. There was a photo
in the brochure of the Gla, Blowers

themselves: "Mr. and Mrs. John
Deakin — Master Craftsmen. Own-
ers and Operators.” In the photo,
Mr. and Mrs. Deakin were blowing
glass — or, to be precise, they were
heating the glass in preparation for
blowing it. “A Fascinating and Edu-
cational Exhibition By Professionals
Operating An Independent Attrac-
tion in Sarasota Since 1948 — A
Totally Different Experience! —
Glass Actually Blown Into Shape By
Mouth — True 'Made in Florida’
Souvenirs.”

According to county records, the
Glass Blowers were first registered
as a Sarasota business in the late
1940s, by John L. Deakin. They
stuck around until the 1980s —
when they abruptly disappeared. An
April 1961 edition of ““What to Do
and See in Sarasota’ said of the
Glass Blowers that it was “one of the
most unusual attractions in Sarasota
... attracts more than 40,000 visitors
each year. ... Only five families in
America practice the Bohemian
glasswork.” There was a picture of
two of those miniature glass rein-
deer, with pert glass eyes.

Rainy days in spring may be eter-
nal, but the center of the attraction
area is ever shifting. Could some-
thing as elementary as the Glass
Blowers ever draw 40,000 visitors a
year in our current world" Would
tens of thousands of peoﬁe e drop i
just to watch tiny birds being born
from hot glass?

In any event, the rain in Sarasota
this day eventually lifted, doing away
with the urge to seek indoor amuse-
ment. Maybe the Glass Blowers are
dead. Maybe the{ are simply over at
Walt Disney World, waiting in line at
Splash Mountain.

(C) 1994 By The Chicago Tribune

ig Spring, Texas, 79721

Cheers to the
water department

Editor: _

Three cheers for the seryice arm
of the City of Big Spring Water
Department.

On a recent Friday, I alerted the
department that the trash hamper in
the alley behind my house was in
bad condition.

Within a matter of hours, the ham-
per had been replaced by a shiny
new container. A sample of democ-
racy at its best: No red tape. No
g:nel discussion. No passing the

ck. Can you imagine how long this
simple reﬁuesl would have been in
transit had it been referred to some
bureaucrat in Washington?

Tommy Hart
Big Spring

Very thankful

for the support
Editor,

We have lived in Big Spring for

over 16 years and never really felt
we were part of the community with
our families being in East Texas.
But, on March 23, 1994, the citizens
of Big Spring really showed us what
family is all about. The people of this
community rallied around us and
helped us through.
. I would just like to take this oppor-
tunity to offer our thanks and appre-
ciation for the love and concern
shown toward our family during the
disappearunce of our beloved
daughter Jacoby. First of all, to the
Law Enforcement officers, our
respect and gratitude is abounding.
You were very professional and we
thank you.

To the stafl of Best Home Care,
Inc., Sam and Shirley Barron, you
will never know just how much you
mean to us. Thank you for the love,
support and prayers. You have never
failed me.

To all the people vho showed up
to assist in the search, God bless
you.

To the young man who found her
and kept her safe for us, thank you
does not begin to express our feel-
ings.

Remember Big Spring, God does
answer prayers!!

Mr. & Mrs. Abner Shellman
and Family
Big Spring

On guard
in Iraq

Scripps Howard News Service

The United Nations mission in
northern Iraq is mostly out of sight
and out of mind. Thursday's tragic
accident thrust back into the head-
lines the three-year-old inteinational
effort to protect Iraq’s 3.5 million
Kurds from the worst depredations
of their overlord, Saddam Hussein.

It is he, the Iraqi dictator, who is
ultimately to blame for the 26 deaths
in the shooting down of two heli-
copters ferrying U.N. personnel.
Granted, the proximate cause of the
calamity was misidentification of the
U.S. Army Blackhawk helicopters by
U.S. planes enforcing the “no-fly”
zone, an area north of the 36th par-
allel from which Iraqi aircraft are
excluded. Like all deaths from
“friendly fire,” these seem especially
cruel.

As always in such cases, a meticu-
lous inquiry into what went wrong
must lead to more effective precau-
tions against fatal blunders. A Penta-
gon investigation is under way.

But as long as U.N. representatives
are deployed in volatile parts of the
world, they will incur real risk.
Because the Iragi operation is so sel-
dom in the news, its considerable
dangers are easily forgotten.

In fact, the officials whose heli-
copters were shot down were en
route to a meeting concerned, pre-
cisely, with security of U.N. and
other humanitarian workers in the
Kurdish region, a Pentagon
spokesman said. Recent ambushes
of U.N. guards and the murder of a
German journalist two weeks ago
are only the latest incidents.
on relief workers — like the explo-
sion that killed 20 people at the pri-
vate Handicap International center
in Suleimaniyah last Dec. 13 — have
been chronic since 1991, when the
Kurdish uprising after the Gulf War
failed and international aid began.

Such assaults will continue as long
as Saddam Hussein remains in
power in dad. Saddam, after
all, is the of the Anfal opera-
tion, the ferocious suppression of
Iraq’s autonomy-minded Kurds in
1988. That cam‘g:lgn featured
chemical attacks, of liter-
ally thousands of villages, tbe flight

of hundreds of thousands of refugees
and mass executions.
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