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Commitment

Andrews High School’'s Geremy Woods
gives an oral commitment to play foot-

15

ball for Texas A&M, but he can still
change his mind. /1C

countdown to 2000

envision the future

- Midland Reporter-Telegram

" Daily 50¢, Sunday $1.50

Drug sus

Rick McLaughlin
Staff Writer

» The government aired in federal magistrate
yudges’ court Wednesday more details of allegations
of cnminal activity against six former employees
and relatives of members of the Herrera Law Firm
and its principal partner, Jesse Herrera.
Herrera has not yet been charged with any cnme.
Pedro Sanchez Baeza, Sergio Franco Juarez,
Jesus Raymond Lucero, Aaron Herrera, Sandra Her-
rera and Dulces Nombres Nieto were six of the 23
suspects arrested Dec. 9 in a drug operation sweep
in West Texas and New Mexico.

- They appeared in the court of U.S. Magistrate
Judge L. Stuart Platt Wednesday for preliminary

;‘Little Christmas angel’
8-year-old
finds $101,
finds owner

B Girl discovers money at mall
store, goes on trail to find woman
who dropped it.

By Geor
Staff Writer

Torres

This time of the year there are always sto-
nies, TV specials and even movies about what
the true meaning of Chnistmas really is. They
usually focus on how the spirit of giving pre-
vails over a sad situation that would other-
wise cause a decent human being to suffer

through an unfortu-

nate holiday season.

But  sometimes

those stornes are true.

' Indeed, an 8-year-
{ old Midland girl —
Amber Cartmell, a
second-grader  at
Midland Advantage
Charter School — 1s
just such an example.

And 1t all happened
earlier this week at
Midland Park Mall.

. While Amber was Christmas shopping with
her mother Lon Cartmell, she came across
something on the floor at K B Toys store.

It was a bank envelope, full of the stuff that
generally puts a sparkle in eyes of the find-
er ... money.

Amber had just found $101.

. But then the Christmas spint took effect.
The little girl decided she didn’t want to use
the money to purchase the Furbies, the tele-
phone or even the CDs she had been asking
for.

' She wanted to find the owner of the lost
cash and retum it to them.

" “I was very proud of her,”” Mrs. Cartmell
said. “Instead of saying, ‘Can we keep it,” she
wanted to find the owner.”

. Examining the contents of the envelope,
the mother and daughter ran across the dn-
ver’s license of Sierra Ramos, a 21-year-old
resident of Big Spring. With great pleasure
the two started the search of finding Ms.
Ramos.

" “Amber said, ‘Mom, mom! There’s a dn-
ver’s license in here, we can find her,’” said

Amber Cartmell

Please see CASH/4A
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DEA Special Agent Michael Keene said a government informant
came to know Octavio Herrera, brother of Jesse Herrera, and over a
period of several months, ‘at the behest of the DEA,” was able to make
several purchases of cocaine and marijuana from Octavio Herrera.

examination and detention hearings.

Baeza was granted $25,000 unsecured bond and
Juarez will have his preliminary heaning 3 p.m.
Wednesday. Lucero was denied bail and ordered
to be held, while Aaron Herrera was granted $50,000
no-cash bond, secured by his mother’s property.
Sandra Herrera was ordered to be held in a halfway

house and Nieto was granted $25,000 bond provided
that family members signed for a $25,000 no-cash
bond.

B Pedro Sanchez Baeza is charged with con-
spiracy to distnbute marijuana, conspiracy to
import manjuana up to 1,000 kilograms and actu-
al distnbution of manjuana up to 50 kilograms. A
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pects appear in federal court

Kilogram is equal to 2.2 pounds. He could receive
from a minimum of 10 years up to life in prison
for the conspiracy charges if he is convicted for
his part in the alleged conspiracy.

J)Scrgin Franco Juarez

Juarez was charged with conspiracy to distrib-
ute cocaine and actual distribution of 3/4 of a kilo-
gram of cocaine. For the conspiracy charge, he could
receive 10 years to life in pnison, depending on
numerous factors.

Juarez has charges pending with the Immugration
and Naturalization Service because of a previous
deportation related to prior criminal activity.

Please see DRUGS/4A

School work

Tim Fischer/Reporter-Telegram
Bonham Elementary School class-
rooms are being gutted as part of
the school’'s renovations.

‘W
of the distrnict’'s accomplishments in e are very

Staff Writer

The Midland Independent School
District is heading into the final stages
of its elementary renovation project. Ren-
ovations at Jane Long are expected to be
completed over the Christmas break. And
according to Wilson Heidelberg, exec-
utive director of auxiliary services, all
elementary school renovations will be
finished by December 2000.

Renovations at MISD began in May
1997. Long will mark the sixth campus
completed, with just seven more to go.
Henderson Elementary and Bonham
are still under construction. Heidelberg

by March 2000. Henderson 1s expected
to be completed by May 2000.

“We are very pleased for a vanety of
reasons,” said Supenntendent Joseph
Baressi Jr. “One is for the quality of the
renovations. Most people have been
impressed that we are getting the equiv-
alent of new buildings.”

The renovation projects are part of the
$39.5 million bond issue that voters
approved in March 199/. The money
generated from those bonds will even-
tually renovate 13 elementary campus-
es.

“I think it speaks well of our mainte-
nance and auxiliary staff,” said Baressi

regards to the renovations. “l think we
are getting good quality work and are
inside the budget.”

Three campuses remain under the ren-
ovation schedule: Rusk, Emerson and
Jones elementanes. The school board
awarded a total bid package of
$3.023,525 for the Rusk renovation at
Tuesday’'s meeting. Lee George Con-
struction of Big Spnng was the suc-
cessful bidder. Heidelberg said the pro-
ject will begin in January. Duning con-
struction, half the Rusk students will
remain on that campus. The remaining
students will be bused to the old Travis

Please see MISD/4A

pleased for a
variety of reasons.
One is for the
quality of the
renovations. Most
people have been
impressed that we
are getting the
equivalent of new

buildings.’
— Joseph Baress Jr.,
MISD superintendent
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Officials declined to say precisely
where the cuts will be made.

Chairman Lee Raymond and vice
chairman Lucio Noto met with secun-
ties analysts at the New York Stock
Exchange, Exxon Mobil’s first meeting
with analysts since regulators approved
the $81 billion merger on Nov. 30.

Raymond said the company’s outlook
for cost savings and improved eamings
was even better than executives had
expected, at $3.8 billion per year

year ago.

2003, Raymond said.

l1on.

instead of the $2.8 billion estimated a

As a result, the combined company
will eamn about $1 billion more next
year and $2.5 billion annually by

Raymond said the sale of assets
required by regulators — including a
refinery and more than 2,400 service
stations — will raise up to $5 billion
and create a net gain of about $1 bil-

Exxon-Mobil merger means more job losses, executives say

NEW YORK (AP) — The merger of
Exxon and Mobil will bring bigger cost
savings than expected for shareholders,
though thousands more employees will
lose their jobs, company executives said
Wednesday.

Exxon Mobil Corp. will cut almost
16,000 jobs — about 15 percent of its
work force — by the end of 2002, an
mcrease from the 9,000 cuts estimated
when the companies announced their
plans to merge a year ago.

Analysts expect the company to put
additional money from the asset sales
into o1l exploration and production,
especially in the Middle East and
Africa. Officials said that, unrelated to
the merger, the company will produce
4 percent more o1l and gas volume next
year

“I'm impressed that a company this
big 1s sull expecting 4 percent volume

Please see MERGER/4A

Midland High School kills girls team’s road trip

By Jeff Stevens and Lee Passmore
Staff Writers

The Midland High School girls basketball
team is canceling a two-game road trip to
Amarillo next week stemming from the pos-
sible suspension of some team members for
violating school rules.

The suspension may be linked to a Monday
incident where several members of the girls
basketball team returned to school after
drinking alcohol at lunch.

“I've talked to Dr. Baressi and he told me
this moming that he was aware that there were
some students that came to school under the
influence,” said school board trustee Pat
Hodges.

S had been scheduled to travel north to
play a pair of games next Monday and Tues-
day against Amarillo Palo Duro and Amani-
lo Tascosa, along with crosstown rival Lee
High. MISD Athletic Director Tim Whalen,
though, saidf that the Midland High girls will

not make the trip because of “lack of person-
nel.”

Midland High School Principal Neil Rich-
mond would not return phone calls Wednes-
day. However, he said through MISD Exec-
utive Director Barney Welch that the trip had
been canceled because Richmond did not want
to incur the cost.

However, Whalen said Midland High's two
scheduled games at home against Frenship Fn-
day and Lamesa Saturday are still slated to be
played. The Lee girls are still scheduled to
make the trip to Amarnillo.

Whalen couldn’t confirm the exact disci-
plinary action that may have been taken against
certain members of the MHS girls team and
was not aware of any team members being
specifically suspended. He said that discipli-
nary action falls directly under the umbrella
of the Midland High administration.

Again Richmond would not return phone
calls. Baressi and Executive Director of Sec-
ondary Education Ricardo Torres would not
comment as to the naturerof the discipline or

offense, other than to say the issue was under
investigation.

“My only thought is that we don’t have all
the evidence,” said Baressi. “There is one sit-
uation. | don’t know that any of them are fin-
ished as far as the formal investigation.”

In addition to the game cancellations, there
seems to be some controversy over the equi-
ty of punishment. By all accounts, the dnnk-
ing incidents may have involved several stu-
dents, but only one has been expelled.

“The question has been raised to me that that
could be a problem,” said Ms. Hodges. “We
enforce zero tolerance and | woald expect that
zero tolerance would be enforced for all stu-
dents.”

The district policy for students involved in
alcohol infractions calls for an 18-week sus-
pension. So far, only one student is facing that
punishment in thas incident.

No one from the district could discuss any
names or specific cases because of pnvacy

\ Please see GIRLS’M




Chechens beat
back Russian
forces in Grozny

GROZNY, Russia (AP) —
Russian tanks and armored per-
sonnel camers stormed into the
Chechen capital of Grozay on
Wednesday but were beaten back
in bitter street fighting by
Chechen defenders firing rocket-
propelled grenades.

The bodies of several dead
Russian soldiers were seen
sprawled around the burning
wrecks of their vehicles in Min-
utka Square after the attack was
stopped Wednesday evening.

It was the first time Russian
armored forces had tried to move
into Grozny since federal troops
encircled the city last month —
an indication that Russian com-
manders were stepping up their
efforts to capture it.

Seven Russian tanks and eight
armored personnel carmers man-
aged to get into the square, about
two miles from the center of
Grozny. The Russian troops
apparently became confused and
were later trapped, making it eas-
1er for the rebel fighters to attack
the convoy.

The Russian Defense Ministry
had no immediate information on
the attack. Rebel casualties appar-
ently were few.

The raid came as Russian
forces continued to shell the city
around the clock. Plumes of
black smoke rose over the city’s
devastated center as salvos of
Russian shells screamed over-
head, exploding in bright flashes
of red and orange.

Earlier in the day, a top mihi-
tary official in Moscow predict-
ed that Grozny would be taken in
‘‘a matter of days, ’ and that the
Russians would completely
defeat the militants by February.

But the rebels expressed con-
fidence Wednesday. Grozny
mayor Lechi Dudayev said the
fighters *‘are afraid of nothing but
Allah.”

Russian forces now control 60
percent of Chechnya, and 1t will
take two to three months to
defeat the estimated 12,000 to
15,000 rebels throughout the
breakaway republic, said Gen.
Valery Manilov, first deputy
chief of the Russian General
Staff.

The Russian military’s march
across Chechnya so far has faced
limited resistance from the out-
gunned militants, who have
repeatedly retreated rather than
wage full-scale ground battles.

But Lechi Islamov, a senior
Chechen commander in Grozny,
told The Associated Press that
rebel forces had repulsed six
Russian ground attacks in the
north and southeast of the city
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Russian soldiers push

during the past 24 hours.

Several thousand militants are
well-entrenched in the battered
capital, where they have been
preparing for weeks for a Russ-
1an assault.

The rebels have a wealth of
expernience 1n guarding against
Russian attacks on Grozny.
Chechen fighters fiercely defend-
ed the capital at the beginning of
the 1994-96 war against Russia
and recaptured the city near the
end of the contlict.

However, if Russia’s supenor
firepower overwhelms the rebels,
as many predict, the mulitants will
retreat to southern Chechnya and
wage guerrilla warfare from the
mountains.

Islamov said rebel groups out-
side the city are finding it diffi-
cult to send reinforcements and
supplies through the Russian
lines encircling the city.

From 10,000 to 40,000 hungry
civilians are believed to be
trapped in the city, many too old
and infirm to make the dangerous
jﬂf'ney through Russian shelling

t of the capital.

The Emergency Situations
Ministry said almost 3,000 civil-
1ans had left the city since Satur-
day, the ITAR-Tass news agency
reported. But reporters say they
have seen only small numbers of
people straggling out.

' Prime Minister Vladimir Putin
said the Russians would first
complete the “‘anti-terronst oper-
ation’” and would then look to
solve “‘political problems by
political means, * according to his
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spokesman, Mikhail Kuzhukhov.
Emergency Situations Minister
Sergei Shoigu said he was ready

to hold talks with Chechen Pres-

ident Aslan Maskhadov to discuss
evacuvating civilians from
Grozny.

‘I am ready for contacts with
Maskhadov, or the devil himself,
to provide for the safety of the
peaceful population,”” Shoigu
said.

According to Islamov, more
than 100 Russian soldiers have
been killed in the past two days
of fighting and 86 civilians have
died in Grozny due to Russian
shelling over the past 10 days.

The figures could not be inde-
pendently confirmed, and both
sides routinely exaggerate casu-
alty claims.

Amud strong international cnit-
icism of Russia’s mulitary cam-
paign, Knut Vollebaek, chairman
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AP Photo
bombs for Su-24 bombers at an air base in Mozdok, northern Osetia, Tues-
day. Rebel forces battied Russian soldiers amid the wreckage
in southern Grozny on Wednesday as federal artillery pounded the Chechen capital from all sides.

of bombed homes and factories

of the Organization for Security
and Cooperation in Europe,
offered to mediate a cease-fire.

"*We need to find a political
solution,”” Vollebaek said
Wednesday in Ingushetia, the
Russian region bordering Chech-
nya that has taken in the vast
majonity of the refugees.
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Jordanlam arrest 13 terrorist suspects

AMMAN, Jordan (AP) — |

Jordanian authorities have
arrested 13 members of a ter-
rorist group linked to exiled
Saudi militant Osama bin
Laden who were planning
attacks against Americans,
Israelis and other targets, a
senior Jordanian official said
Wednesday.

At the White House,
spokesman Joe Lockhart
declined to discuss details of
the arrests, other than to note
they had been carried out by
the Jordanian government.

The terrorist group includ-
ed 11 Jordanians, one Iraqi
and one Algerian, the senior
official said. He declined to
provide further details. A
security official said the
arrests were made three days
ago. The men asked not to be
indentified.

Lockhart said, ‘“We cer-
tainly believe these were
members of bin Laden’s orga-
nization that posed a threat to
Americans. We are following
closely a number of threats
and continue to be very vigi-
lant on that front.”

U S. officials in Washington
said they were aware of
arrests linked to a terrorist
threat, some with possible ties
to bin Laden, when they
issued a travel warning to
Americans in the Middle East
over the weekend. The warn-
ing said anti-American ter-
rorists could target locations
where there would be large
Year 2000 celebrations.

Bin Laden has been indict-
ed by a New York grand jury
on charges of conspiracy and
murder in the 1998 bombings
of U.S. embassies in Kenya
and Tanzania that killed 259
people. He is living iIn
Afghanistan under the pro-
tection of the ruling Taliban
militia.

The Taliban have refused to
hand bin Laden over to the
United States or a third coun-
try for trial on charges of ter-
rorism.

News of the arrests came
the day Syrian and Israeli
officials resumed peace talks
in Washington after a three-
year hiatus.
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KA MAR PA LAW, Myanmar
— Here at the jungle base of
God’s Army, no one questions the
leadership of Luther and Johnny
Htoo.

No matter that the |2-year-old
twins are shorter than the M-16
rifles some of their followers car-
ry. The fighters who have rallied
behind them believe the brothers
offer divine protection in a chil-
dren’s crusade that blends ele-
ments of the Old Testament and
““*Lord of the Flies.”

An offshoot of the ethmc Karen
guerrilla movement that was
nearly crushed in a brutal gov-
emment offensive two years ago,
God’s Army 1s made up of about
100 battled-hardened veteran
fighters, former university stu-
dents and children.

But the Htoo twins are unlike
most of the estimated 300,000
child combatants in Third World
conflicts around the world. They
rule their unit, which operates
from Ka Mar Pa Law, a village
base in the malanal jungle near
Myanmar's border with Thailand.

They tell their followers when
to fight, what to eat, how to
behave. Their leadership 1s nev-
er challenged.

Surrounded by adult aides and
a bodyguard of nfle-toting chil-
dren, the twins speak little to out-
siders. Reporters must first be
carefully screened by their sym-
pathizers in Thailand and then
make a half-day trek on foot
through mountainous jungle to
reach their remote camp.

Johnny, chubby cheeked and
shy, seems the more childlike of
the two. He readily lays aside his
gun to bounce a volleyball.

Luther, whose moods swing
quickly between cocky and
sullen, has a disturbing 1,000-yard
stare. Both boys smoke cigarettes
constantly.

*“I have never cried,”” Luther
told an Associated Press reporter
who recently visited the base.
“Why would a man cry?”’

When Luther noticed a gun
lying unattended, he shouted for
its owner. A larger boy came for-
ward. Luther ordered him to do
100 jumping exercises as pun-
ishment.

Like most Karens, God's Army
are Chrnistians in a predominant-
ly Buddhist country. The twins
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have a fundamentalist bent and
don’t allow fighting, sweanng,
drugs or alcohol.

The twins' power dates to
1997, when Myanmar all but
crushed the Karen National
Union, the mainstream rebel
movement which has fought for
Karen autonomy for half a cen-
tury. According to refugee
accounts, government forces
killed men in froat of their fam-
ilies, raped women and torched
villages.

When the army came to John-
ny and Luther’s village, the sto-
ry.goes, the guerrilla fighters fled,
leaving it unprotected. The twins
rallied some men and directed a
successful counterattack.

Since then, the twins have
been deemed to have powers from
God.

The government sees nothing
divine about their fighting force.

An official spokesman for
Myanmar's military government,
In response to quenes by the AP,
said the government considers
God’s Army a group created by
the Karen National Union to car-
ry out terrorist activities against
Myanmar, such as the Oct. |
takeover of Myanmar's embassy
in Bangkok. The spokesman
insisted his name not be used, 1n
line with government rules.

While many in God’s Army are
children, others are tough Karen
Natonal Union veterans or mem-
bers of the dissident student
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group that camed out the
embassy takeover in which 38
hostages were seized.

Their small following receives
arms from the Karen National
Union, but operates indepen-
dently from them.

The esimated 4,000 fighters of
the Karen National Union most-
ly carry out hit-and-run attacks,
and God's Army fights the same
way. But because of the twins’
unbeaten record and alleged pow-
ers — their followers believe they
are immune to gunfire — it has
high morale and attracts hard-core
guemrmlla fighters.

**God sent these two leaders to
rescue all the Karens,'' said Su
Bia, a veteran fighter who has
joined the ranks of God’s Army.
He said he lost six siblings in the
1997 fighting.

"“Those who do not hsten to the
leaders will not be protected
when they go out on the front
line,”’ he said.

The twins' parents live in Ka
Mar Pa Law, and the boys profess
love for them, though they seem
to have little contact with them.

““We knew from the day they
were born’’ they would be spe-
cial, their father, Pu Kaw, said.
‘“*“We had a vision that they
would be pure, extraordinary
people.”’

““When | first heard about the
twins, | doubted that it was true,”
said a leader of the Myanmar
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12-year-old twins lead ‘God’s Army’ agalnst Myanmar dlctatorsmp
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AP Photo

Johnny Htoo, second left, and Luther, sitting second right, 12-year-old Karen twin brothers, pose
with fighters at their jungle base of Ka Mar Pa Law in Myanmar opposite Thailand’s Ratchaburi
province, 95 kilometers (59 miles) west of Bangkok Monday, Dec. 6.
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his first name, which 1s also John-
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60.00
70.00
40.00
45.00
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30.00
35.00
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All items subject to prior sale

“*But when | met them, then
| realized that they are really spe-

BOOTIE
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Not all sizes all colors

cial. They definitely have some-
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Crown Crafts Willlamsburg Collection
“Carter’s Grove” ensemble

Inspired by a nchiv colored service of Worcester china in the

Wilhamsburg Museum collections. this elegant pattern features delicately it
drawn bouquets and butterflies framed by broad awning stripes textured ")
with Onental damask scrolling The 2004¢hread<count allcotton sheet sets |
offer soft comfort and deeppocket fitted sheets for a secure it on thicker
mattresses. while the oversized comlorters drape fully over the bed

tem OUng Now

(Queen sheet sel 95.00) 47.50

King sheet set 125.(X) 62.50

Queen comforter set 280.(0) 140.00

King comforter set 350 (%) 175.00

Decorative pillow 35 (00 17.50




High 60-65

High 60-65
Low mid-30s Low mid-30s

Low low 30s

Today's forecast calls for partly cloudy skies with a high around
60-65. The wind will be from the southwest at 10-20 mph.

Tonigh

t's forecast calls for fair skies with a low around 30.

Frniday’s forercast calls for partly cloudy skies with high around
60-65. Frniday night will be partly cloudy with a low around 30-35.
After an overnight low of 20, Wednesday’s high reached 50, com-
pared to the record high for that date of 76 set in 1977. The record

low of 1] was set in 1987.

Yesterday's

precipitation

Rainfall Wedncsda ....0.00 in.
Rainfall Tuesdsay ..... 0.00 in.

Total formonth ....... 0.00 1n.
Total foryear ........ 7.6 1n.
Normal total
(yeartodate)........ 14.661n.
Sunrise .
Sunset

Yesterday's tempemuru
PRABR o cw v e S
JOW .o el e s s s 38
Normal high .......... 59
NOIIBRL JOW . .o o 5 o s ave 31
. 1:42 am.
..5:47 p.m.

National forecast

United States temperatures

.« 0 Otik

Akron, Ohwo 48 37 09 sn
Albany N Y 41 33 07 m
Albuquerque 41 12 cir
Anchorage 11 4 sn
Ashevile S0 30 cdy
Atanta 61 38 cir
Atlantc City 50 44 oy
Bammore 44 37 cdy
Baton Rouge 59 47 Cclr
Bullings 39 25 cdy
Birmungham 56 40 clr
Bismarck 16 6 sn
Bose 38 34 04 cdy
Boston 43 43 23 m
Buftaio 50 33 01 SN
Burkngton V1 41 32 14 sn
Canbou Mane 32 20 SN
Casper 30 14 cir
Charleston SC 63 30 48 clr
Charleston W Va 58 30 cay
Chariotte N C 60 3. cir
Chattanooga o8 KX cdy
Cheyenne 36 20 cir
Chicago 38 36 10 cdy
Cincinnat 47 M 06 cdy
Cleveland 49 39 12 sn
Colorado Sprngs 45 15 cdy
Columbia S C 64 32 clr
Columbus . Ga 65 36 cir
Columbus Ohwo 49 38 04 SN
Concord N H 35 33 09 m
Daytona Beach 69 52 cdy
Denver 43 21 cir
Des Monnes 33 32 cay
Detrost 43 38 sn
Duiuth 30 28 cay
Eugene 52 44 10 m
E vanswville 45 31 02 cdy
F arrbanks 6 -13 cdy
Fargo 22 20 S
Flagstaft 41 10 cir
Fresno 87 33 chr
Goodiand 47 15 cdy
Grand Junction 30 9 cdy
Grand Rapeds 40 2 13 s
Great Falls 42 25 cir
Green Bay 32 32 28 cdy

State forecast

Greensboro NC 58 34 chr
H.lrrm?wu 45 37 o2 cdy
Harttord 39 37 cdy
Hedena 35 24 chr
Honolulu 80 68 cir
Jackson Miss 54 44 chr
Jacksonvile 67 37 cir
Juneau 29 26 14 sn
Kansas City 37 an 05 cay
Knoxville 55 an cdy
Lake Charles 59 44 ch
Lansing 41 32 20 sn
Las Vegas 54 31 cdy
Lexingion 49 36 cdy
Lincoin 35 29 19 cdy
Littie Rock 82 44 cir
Los 70 43 chr
Loussville 49 34 05 cdy
Memplus S0 43 cir
Miarms Beach 82 70 cdy
Mitw a Uk se 36 32 24 cdy
Mpis-St Paul 34 28 cdy
MOD e 61 44 cir
Mongomery 62 40 che
Nashwville 50 39 cir
New Orieans 60 53 chr
New York City 45 43 07 cdy
Newark 47 42 10 cdy
Norfolk Va 55 46 cdy
North Platte 39 9 cdy
Oxlahoma Crty 52 31 cir
Omaha 33 29 14 cdy
Ortando T2 68 cdy
Philadeiphua 48 42 03 cdy
Phoenix 67 37 chr
Pittsburgh 54 39 SN
Puebio 52 16  cdy
Ralexgh-Durham 60 37 cir
Raped Crty 32 15 sn
Sacramento 57 32 clr
St Louss 37 34 02 cdy
Salem Ore 53 45 15 m
Sal Lake City 33 20 cdy
San Dvego 67 ar cir
San Francisco 55 40 chr
San Jose 57 36 cr
San Juan P R 81 75 cdy
Santa Fe 38 8 cir

3

Low Pcp

Abviane Hﬁ 20
Alice a1 44
Arbngton 69 37
Austin/Bergstrom 74 30
Beaumont 69 40
Brownsvike 77 54
Bumet 70 32
Childress 47 27
College Stabon 72 32
Conroe " 38
Corpus Chnst m™ 47
Corsicana A9 32
Cotulla 78 36
Dathart 44 15
Del Rio 78 34
Denton 64 32
DFW Awport 70 39
Ei Paso 51 33
Fort Stockion 82 28
Gahlveston 70 49
Georgetown 73 27
Mm Pass 50 27

80 51

73

Houston Intrctni 73 38
Huntswvilke 7 39
Junchon 68 24
Kingsville 81 43
Laredo B0 43
Longview 68 37
Lubbock 43 16
Lufan 70 34
Marta 55 19
McAlen 80 52
MK inney 67 37
Mineral Wells 67 32
New Brauntels 73 29
Palacwos 73 44
Pans 63 37
Rockport T2 4%
San Angelo 64 26
San Antonio 72 32
San Marcos 72 30
Termell 687 37
Tyler 67 38
Victona 75 36
Waco 69 36
wm Falis 55 30

—
|

CASH: Money was for gifts

(From 1A)

Mrs. Cartmell.

The two began by calling Ms.
Ramos’ bank, searching for a
way to return the money. The
mother told the bank that her
daughter had found the money
belonging to Ms. Ramos. One of
the bank tellers, who happened to
be a client where Ms. Ramos
works, then informed Ms. Ramos
that she had “some good news."’

Ms. Ramos, to say the least,
was overjoyed.

“I'm so grateful,”’ she said. “I
was just devastated and cned the
whole night because that was the
Christmas money | was going to
use to buy my little girl clothes

at Old Navy."” said Ms. Ramos.

Ms. Ramos is a single mother
of two children and has had to
survive on “a pretty tight bud-
get.”’

And that's why it was so
shocking to Ms. Ramos when she
realized the money was gone.

She recalled that K B Toys was
the last place she had shopped,
and quickly returned there. But
she had no luck in finding the
money.

It was gone ...
came to the rescue.

“I'm going to call her my lit-
tle Chnistmas angel,” Ms. Ramos
said. *“This is what Christmas is
all about.”

until Amber

MISD: Renovations almost done

(From 1A)

Elementary building, which will
remain in use until the renovation
projects are complete.

Emerson is scheduled to
advertise for bids in March 2000
with Jones following in May
2000. Heidelberg said both those
campuses would be complete by
December 2000.

Baressi said that renovated

Pick 3 Texas

AUSTIN (AP) — The Pick
3 winning numbers drawn

Wednesday by the Texas

Lottéry, in order:

A 5-3-7 »

campuses enhance the educa-
tional opportunity for all Midland
children.

“I think 1it’s (quality campus-
es) very important. I definitely
think it's important at the ele-
mentary level with the prospect
of unitary status and neighbor-
hood schools that every child in
Midland have a quality fnahty no
matter where they live,” said
Baressi.

Lotto Texas

AUSTIN (AP) — The Lot-
to Texas winning numbers
drawn Wednesday by the

Texas Lotunz in order:
-24-11-13

CAPE CANAV_RAL, Fla.
(AP) — For the first time in

d:cades NASA to fly a

during Ciciotmes, .
ing up the holiday in order to
revive the Hubblc Space Tele-

wwfth Hubble out of action
until astronauts deliver replace-
ment parts, scientists and NASA
managers are rooting for a launch
this week of space shuttle Dis-
covery — even if it means work-
ing over Chnstmas.

NASA has three chances to
launch Discovery — Thursday,
Fnday or Saturday — before giv-
ing up for the year to avoid any
potential Y2K problems. Liftoff
is set for 9:18 p.m. Thursday.
Good weather 1s forecast.

*“My team and the shuttle team
are willing to give up their holi-
days to do this,”” Hubble
manager John Campbell said
Wednesday.

MIDLAND REPORTER-TELEGRAM, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 14, 199

WEATHER NASA to have rare Christmas flight
=

Discovery’s pilot,
said: *‘l told m my Syur d
daughter that we're going to
mt the telescope at orth
and tai:c a picture of Santa
Claus, so she's rully excited
about that prospect.’

In 38 years of human space
flight, NASA has flown only two
mussions over Christmas: Apollo
8 in 1968 and Skylab in 1973.
Men flew to the moon for the first
ume on Apolio 8, and Skylab was
a space station with a permanent
Crew.

On Wednesday, as the count-
down proceeded, engineers pored
over documents and X-rays to
make sure Discovery’'s external
fuel tank 1s sound. NASA just
learmned that the wrong matenal
was used to weld pressunzation
lines for a tank being built, and
officials wanted to make sure the
material was not used for Dis-
covery's tank.

Late Wednesday, after hours of
analysis, NASA thcl.lmd Dis-
covery's fuel tank safe to fly.

Besides seven astronauts
aboard Di , as many as 300
people will have to work over

Chnstmas tq support the flight,
said shuttle/ program manager

Ron Dittemére.
Ditt said he has no idea

l\_\t:wmr much will cost in over-

= 's another one of those
things that | haven’t even worried
about, because we're going to do
it, and the cost is the cost and
that’s the way it is,”’ he said.

As it is, NASA is spehding
close to $25 million a month to

operate Hubble, whether 1t 1s
working or not. The telescope
stopped working in mid-Novem-
ber when its system for pointing
at stars failed.

NASA never would have found

itself in this predicament if Dis-
covery had flown in October as

planned. The mission was put on
hold, and the entire shuttle fleet
grounded, after an exposed wire

caused a short circuit durnng
Columbia’s launch in July. A
dented fuel pipe aboard Discov-
ery further delayed the flight.

Dittemore said some managers
have told him they have the
sense that workers are disgruntled
by the push to launch by year's
end. But he said they are bothered
by having their holiday plans
spoiled, not because they feel
rushed.

Dittemore said he expects more
Chnistmas missions, what with the
international space station under
construction in orbit.

“*It’s not going to be uncom-
mon in the future,”’ he wamed,
“‘and so we better get used (o
that.”’

DRUGS: DEA agent testifies in hearing

(From 1A)

B The government introduced
wiretap evidence against Jesus
Raymond Lucero. When asked
by Assistant U.S. District Attor-
ney John Klassen, Drug Enforce-
ment Agency Special Agent
Michael Keene claimed Lucero
was “heavily involved in the
cocaine trafficking organization.”

Keene said a government
informant came to know Octavio
Herrera, brother of attorney Jesse
Herrera, and over a peniod of sev-
eral months, “at the behest of the
DEA" was able to make several
purchases of cocaine and man-
juana from Octavio Herrera. The
informant had gotten to know
Octavio because Octavio Herrera
was a pnmary focus of the inves-
tigation at that time.

Keene said that as the invest-
gation continued, 1t became
apparent that Lucero was also
involved in the distribution.
Lucero i1s a cousin of Octavio
Herrera and was working at the
time for Jesse Herrera.

“Our understanding was that he
was an office manager and run-
ner for the Herrera Law Firm
office in Amarillo,” which
closed in 1998. Keene said sev-
eral purchases of cocaine were
made from Lucero by undercov-
er agents including two ounces of
cocaine May 14, one ounce June
23, and three ounces July 13 by
an undercover police officer.

Keene testified that govemn-
ment wiretaps indicated that
Juarez and Lucero were arrang-
ing purchases of illegal drugs.
Lucero’s phone was tapped for 60
days, Keene said. The DEA
agent added that “at least 50 of
the phone calls from Mr.
Lucero’'s phone were of an evi-
dentiary nature,” meaning they
were drug deals, mostly for
cocaine.

Deals in Las Cruces, N.M, and
Amarnillo, as well as Midland and
Odessa, were mentioned 1n tes-
umony.

“There was a conversation
where Lucero received a call

from Aaron Herrera from the
Herrera Law Firm in Midland

MERGER:

(From 1A)

growth,”’ said Steve Pfeifer, an
analyst with Memill Lynch.
George Gaspar, an analyst
with Robert W. Baird and Co. in
Milwaukee, said the company
was benefiting from Mobil’'s
vast acreage off the west coast of
Africa and Exxon has bought
additional leases there this year.
Gaspar predicted that within 10
years the company will triple or

quadruple its production in the
region.
In the company’s most

detailed statement yet on job cuts
from the merger, Noto said 6,000
of the 16,000 cuts will come from
retirements, including early ones,
and 10,000 from layoffs.

More than half of the cuts will
be made in the next year — 4,000
in the United States and 6,000

Charles Schulz is planning farewell ‘Peanuts’ strip

Jan. 1 and Sunday |

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) —
Charles Schulz will give readers
one final ‘‘Peanuts’’ strip before
he officially retires, his editor said
Wednesday, a day after the car-
toonist announced the end of his
beloved comic strip.

Will Charlie Brown finally
outsmart Lucy and send that
football sailing? Will he win the
love of the little red-haired girl?

“I haven’t seen it yet; I can’t

(From 1A)

iSsues.
y need to get in there and
find odt exactly who did what and

- go by the student handbook,” said

where Aaron Herrera advised he
had people coming from out of
town,” and asked Lucero if he
could provide *“five dozen
tamales” (code, officials said, for
five ounces of cocaine), Keene
said.

Lucero allegedly reminded
Herrera that the request involved
a great deal of money and asked
if he could come up with that
much. Keene testified that the
recorded conversation shows
Aaron Herrera indicated he could
make the purchase.

At the Las Cruces office,
Lucero was recorded talking to a
Bobby, last name unknown, dis-
cussing prices for illegal drugs
and other aspects of narcotics
trafficking.

Keene also said that Ishmael
Herrera, uncle to Jesse Herrera,
and office r of the Herrera
Law Firm, called Lucero and told
him that there was the possibili-
ty of an informant in a deal and
to stay away from him.

The government fought to
keep Lucero detained, noting
that-“It 1s safe to say that Lucero,
over the summer, was a full-time
drug dealer and not trustworthy
to live up to the conditions of
release.” Klassen said the earli-
er conviction “apparently had no
effect on Mr. Lucero.”

B The government alleged
that Aaron Herrera, whose wife
testified that he is no relation to
the Herrera Law Firm family, 1s
linked by drug transactions to
Octavio Herrera, brother of Jesse.
In the late summer of 1998, said
Keene, an undercover source
made controlled buys of cocaine
and manjuana from Octavio Her-
rera, Lucero and another suspect,
Richard Aranda. -

Keene testified that the source
had known Aranda for some time
and had been in business with
him. When the source began
working with the investigators in
1998, Aranda was working as an
office manager and errand runner
for the Herrera Law Firm in the
Midland office.

Conversations between the
sourcc and his contacts were
recorded and maintained. The

16,000 jobs to be cut

abroad, Noto said, with Exxon
employees accounting for 60
percent of the cuts.

One thousand job cuts will
come at the management level,
but the company would not spec-
ify from where the other cuts
would come. About 2,000 people
had already lost their jobs before
the merger was completed, offi-
cials said.

Analysts had widely expected
the higher estimates of job cuts
and savings.

““They didn’t really make any
surprises. The meeting met
expectations,’’ said Arjun Mur-
ti of Goldman Sachs.

Noto, the former chairman
and CEO of Mobil, said the com-
bination will draw on separate
strengths of the two companies.
He said Euondldabettcrjobof

efficiently running its production

tell you,’" his editor, Amy Lago
said. Then she thought a minute.
The farewell strip will be pub-
lished Jan. 3.

Ms. Lago said she was unsure
whether Schulz will draw the strip
or put together a collage of char-
acters Schulz has already drawn.

Schulz announced Tuesday
that he planned to retire his 49-
year-old strip.

He had drawn daily strips for

GIRLS: Alcohol and drug abuse is

Whalen.
Alcohol and drug abuse is a

topic of serious concern for

D. A recent survey of MISD
S showed that 51
percent of last year's graduating

source had conversations with
Aranda at the law firm, Keene
said. He said the source asked
Aranda what Aaron Herrera's job
was and he was told by Aranda
that “Aaron did the dirty work for
the firm and was the killer, that

is the enforcer for the illegal nar-
cotics operation,” Keene testi-
fied.

In addiuon, the source met
Aranda at the law office in 1998
and, while wired for sound,
bought one ounce of cocaine
from Aranda for about $700.
Aranda told the source that the
cocaine was provided by Aaron
Herrera, according to testimony.

Later, the source indicated
that Aranda had said Aaron was
fired from the firm and the rea-
sons for his termination includ-
ed “making a bad bail bond deal
and selling too much cocaine out
of the office.”

Taped calls also confirmed
Aaron Herrera’s side of the con-
versation about the “five dozen
tamales™ and the ability to pay.

B Keene testified that Sandra
Herrera, sister of Jesse and niece
of Ishmael, came to the attention
of the investigation in February
1998 when the investigators were
looking into the alleged narcotics
activities of Octavio Herrera.

Ms. Hermrera, who has since
moved to Midland with her two
daughters and a grandchild into
a house owned by Jesse Herrera,
lived in Hobbs, N.M. Investiga-
tors asked the Lea County Nar-
cotics Task Force if they new of
her narcotics activities. They
advised the invgstigators that
they not only knew, but had an
undercover agent buying illegal
drugs from her.

Keene testified they initially
believed that her drugs original-
ly came from Octavio. Lea
County believed they came from
family members, but didn’t know
which members, Keene testi-
fied.

An agent made contact with a
seller in Midland who said that
a request for drugs in Hobbs
could be filled by Ms. Herrera.
The agent was subsequently
introduced to Sandra on July 17,

facilities but that ‘‘some of the
Mobil efforts with respect to ...
being able to work with cus-
tomers is something maybe
Exxon didn’t do as well.”’

Raymond added that if Exxon
Mobil, the world’s largest pub-
licly traded oil company, per-
forms well, it will prevent other
companies from joining Exxon
Mobil, BP-Amoco and Royal
Dutch Shell as the major players
in the oil industry.

““If we do our business nght,
there’s going to be tremendous
pressure on people who are try-
ing to ... broad players but don’t
have the scale,”’ he said.

In late afternoon trading on the
New York Stock Exchange,
shares of Irving, Texas-based
Exxon Mobil were up 75 cents at
$83.12 1/2.

use through |
strips for use through Feb. l3r
before undergoing emcrgency
surgery last month. ,

Doctors diagnosed him mth
colmcmcﬂattlmumc
77-year-old cartoonist, whn

in meeting deadlines,

ed to retire when he realized
he did not know when he w
be well enough to withstand the
pressure of daily deadlines.

topic of concemn

seniors had ex ted with
marijuana at least once and ‘86

pe.mem had tried alcohol at least
The was conducted by
Texas Univmity. -

1998, met with Norberto Pando
Aranda and Ms. Herrera for a
purchase of four ounces of
cocaine. Norberto Aranda 1s one
of the remaining eight suspects
still at large.

Ms. Herrera went to work for
the Herrera Law Firm in Odessa,
in at least two different perniods,
and purchases were recorded
from her, some at the Herrera
Law Firm and some at her resi-
dence.

B There was no testimony in
the Dulces Nombres Nieto case
because he waived the prelimi-
nary examination heanng. Test-
mony indicated Nieto is the
father-in-law of Octavio Herrera.

Octavio Herrera, Richard
Aranda and Ricky Jones, three of
the suspects arrested Dec. 9, had
their preliminary examination
hearings Tuesday in Las Cruces,
N.M., and are being held by the
U.S. Marshal’s Service and are
awaiting transfer to Midland in
order to bring the disparate parts
of the case together, Klassen said

Sandra Herrera is being
detained in the Midland County
jail and the five men are in the
custody of the U.S. Marshal's
Service at the federal detention
center in Odessa.

Midland-Reporter-
Telegram

A Hearst Newspaper
Published each moming by the
Hearst Corporation, Midland

Reporter-Telegram Division, 201 E.
llinois Ave., Midland TX 79701. Peri-

odicals at Midland TX
79711 PO ASTER: Send
to the Midiand

address changes
Reporter-Telegram, P.O. Box 1650,
Midiland TX 79702.

Readers’ guide
MAIN NUMBER:
915-682-5311
Out-of-town: 800-542-
3952
e-mail address:
mrt @ basinlink.com
classified e-mail address:
mriclassified @ basinlink.com
Web site: www.mrt.com
Texas Online Connection:

498-2323
Texas Online Information:

Customer service hours
Monday-Friday 6 a.m.-5 p.m.
Saturday 7-11 a.m.
Sunday 7-11 a.m.

HOME DELIVERY

PAID-IN-ADVANCE
1Y.  GMos 3-Mos. 1-Mo.

mn $14400 $7200 $3600 $1200
$11400 $5700 $2850 8850

MAIL RATES —
TEXAS/NM

1V SMos. JMoa 1Mo

and
: $19800 $90.00 $4050 $1650

SunOnly $13200 $8800 $3300 $11.00

MAIL RATES — OTHER USA
1Y Mo JNoa Mo
g

$306.00 $196.00 $69.00 $33.00
Sun Only $13200 $8600 $3300 $11.00

and other rates fumished upos request
payable n advance

i

Hezbollah
rilla war with
dislodge Isrz
the Golan He:

of peace bet
Arab neighbc

Hezbollah
pleasure into
series of at
against the Is
the day talks
ington.

In Israel, th
tlers in the C
organized d
mobilized p

negotiations:
heights to Sy

And there ;
use the talks :
at Israel and
such as Saudi
Laden.

Last week
told the neg
have to stanc
those who se¢
— and sadly
many of then

A few da
Department
living or trav:
extra precaul
and the first v
Ing reports of
terrorist attac
U.S. official
some with p
Laden — ha
Jordan on su
year-end ter
Amerncans.

While Bin
general threa
cially the Uni
against the pe
vently oppos

Observers

there may b
talks becau
progress is m
the forces ag
violence.

WY I vV W

© 1999 Thomas Knkade Media Arts Group lnc




for

in
ase

sti-
the

ard
> of
had
ion

es,
the

in

Ing
nty
the
al’s
tion

1 E.

3 33§8°

gREE BRE BIRRREDRE BELEsad

MIDLAND REPORTER-TELEGRAM, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 16, 19

On Israeli, Arab
sides, some not
ready for peace

CAIRO, Egypt (AP) — Syn-
ans and Israclis may be sitting
together in Washington to talk
peace, but back home the war is
not over.

Hezbollah — fighting a guer-
rilla war with Syria’s blessing to
dislodge Israel from southern
Lebanon — and Jewish settlers in
the Golan Heights are among the
groups unhappy with the prospect
of peace between Israel and its
Arab neighbors.

Hezbollah even put its dis-
pleasure into action, launching a
series of attacks Wednesday
against the Israeli-occupied zone
the day talks opened in Wash-
ington.

In Israel, the 17,000 Jewish set-
tlers in the Golan Heights have
organized demonstrations and
mobilized public opinion to
protest what they sense will be the
outcome of the Israeli-Syrian
negotiations: the return of the
heights to Syna.

And there are others who may
use the talks as a pretext to strike
at Israel and the United States,
such as Saudi fugitive Osama bin
Laden.

Last week, President Clinton
told the negotiators they ‘‘will
have to stand firmly against all
those who seek to derail the peace
— and sadly there are still too
many of them."’

A few days later, the State
Department wamed Americans
living or traveling abroad to take
extra precautions between now
and the first week in January, cit-
ing reports of possible imminent
terronist attacks. On Wednesday,
U.S. officials said 13 people —
some with possible links to Bin
Laden — had been arrested in
Jordan on suspicion of planning
year-end terror attacks against
Amencans.

While Bin Laden 1s more of a
general threat to the West, espe-
cially the United States, he is also
against the peace process and fer-
vently opposed to Israel.

Observers and analysts say
there may be disruptions to the
talks because, generally, as
progress is made in negotiations,
the forces against them resort to
violence.
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Foreign Minister Farouk al-Sharaa

AP Photo
glances at President

Clinton as israell Prime Minister Ehud Barak listens at left dur-
ing statements by the three leaders in the White House Rose Gar-

den, Wednesday.

But they do not expect the same
kKind of large-scale, bloody vio-
lence that made the Israeli-Pales-
tinian talks crawl in a stop-and-
go pattern and eventually led to
the suspension of Israeli-Synan
talks in 1996.

"*Anyone who was prepared to
predict that there won't be some
form of disruption Of the talks
would be a very brave person,’’
said Terence Taylor, assistant
director of the International Insti-
tute for Strategic Studies in Lon-
don.

But Taylor said despite the vig-
orous opposition, he was ‘‘cau-
tiously optimistic’’ the talks
would yield results.

"*One can’t deny the high lev-
el of determination on the part of
Syria and Israel,”’ he said.

In Israel, polls suggest that
Israelis overall are evenly divid-
ed over whether to return the
Golan Heights, the strategic
plateau Israel seized from Syna
in the 1967 Middle East war that
Syna has set as the price of peace.

Opposition to the talks comes
not only from the settlers. The
Likud Party and many of the more
than 800,000 immigrants from the
former Soviet Union are also
against the negotiations.

Former Soviet dissident Natan
Sharansky, who 1s intenor min-
ister iIn Pnme Minrster Ehud
Barak’s Cabinet, has said that
based on his personal expenence
with a totalitanan regime, he did-
n’t think the Synans could be
trusted.

Still, unlike the Israeli-Pales-
timan talks, the Israeli-Synan
ones do not involve strong reli-
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gious and i1deological elements.
Even though some parts of the
Golan Heights are mentioned in
the Bible, few consider the strate-
gic plateau part of the histonc
land of Israel.

Mark Heller, a Middle East
specialist at the Jaffee Center 1n
Tel Aviv University, said he did
not expect large-scale violent
opposition from the settlers. He
noted that settler spokesmen have

said they would make their oppo--

sition known democratically.

"Of course, you cannot ever
completely rule out the possibil-
ity of some marginal or fringe ele-
ment resorting to violence,"’
Heller said.

The resumption of talks
between Syria and Israel is
expected to increase the chances
of a peaceful solution for south-
e Lebanon, where Hezbollah is
spearheading the fight to dislodge
Israel from the enclave it occu-
pies.

The Iranian-backed group has
made 1t clear 1n recent days that
talks or no talks, attacks will con-
tinue and fighting in south
Lebanon has stepped up.

“*Sending Lebanese and Syn-
an delegates to the negotiations
does not mean that ... the resis-
tance will throw away their
weapons, ' Hezbollah's leader,
Hassan Nasrallah, was quoted as
saying Monday by the Lebanese
daily An-Nahar. ‘‘“The resistance
is alert and ready to confront
Israel.”

CHERNOBYL, Ukraine (AP)
— Rainer Goehring spends his
days helping ensure the Cher-
nobyl nuclear plant is safe, but he
plans to be far away when the
New Year rolls around. Just in
case.

Ukrainian officials say Cher-
nobyl, scene of the world's worst
nuclear accident, has been purged
of the Year 2000 computer prob-
lem.

Goehring, a civil engineer who
manages a project on storing
spent nuclear fuel, says he's
heard the assurances and decid-
ed to leave.

“I'm not convinced,’’ said
Goehring, a Belgian. *‘I propose
everybody decide for them-
selves.’’

International monitors say they
do not expect all systems at
Soviet-era nuclear power plants in
Ukraine, Armenia and Lithuania
to be Y2K compliant by the New
Year, creating the possibility of
widespread blackouts — or per-
haps worse.

Goehnng’s office 1s a few
hundred yards from the towering
concrete-and-steel  structure
known as the sarcophagus — a
haunting reminder of what hap-
pened at Chermobyl in Apnl
1986 when its No. 4 reactor went
up in flames and exploded.

The blast spewed radiation
over much of Europe. The
Ukrainian government has
blamed at least 8,000 deaths on
the accident — including those
killed immediately, workers who
died in the massive cleanup oper-
ation and people who died later
of radiation exposure.

No one 1s sure what Y2K
ghitches mught do in this former
Soviet republic of 50 million peo-
ple. Western analysts say cash-
strapped Ukraine 1s among the
world’s least-prepared nations.

At Chemobyl, a wall separates
the crumbling sarcophagus that
covers the ruins of the No. 4 reac-
tor from the plant’s only func-
tioning one, No. 3.

It 1s scheduled to be operating
duning the Dec. 31 rollover, with
a normal shift of 178 workers on
duty.

Chemobyl officials insist the
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Y2K glitch will not cause a
repeat catastrophe.

“Of course, we guarantee
that,”” said Anatoliy llichev,
Chemobyl’s Y2K expert, adding
that all problems have been fixed.

Foreign observers say chances
are slim of Y2K-induced nuclear
accidents at Chemobyl or others
of the 57 Soviet-era reactors in
Russia and elsewhere in the old
Soviet bloc. But they say bug-tng-
gered failures are possible in some
plant systems.

““The primary headaches are
Ukraine which has 16 (reactors),
Armenia which has only one and
to a shightly lesser degree two
Chernobyl-type reactors in
Lithuania,”” said David Kyd,
spokesman for the International
Atomic Energy Agency, the UN.
body that monitors the industry.

Kyd said the IAEA expects
some secondary Ukrainian reac-
tor systems, including computers
designed to detect radiation leaks,
to not be Y2K compliant by
year's end, though primary sys-
tems may be ready.

Nor are all systems at the
Lithuanian reactors expected to be
ready, he said.

In additon, Y2K problem-
may not only be confined to the
New Year. Because 2000 is a leap
year, Feb. 29, March 1 and Dec.
31 could also be problematic, Kyd
said.

In any case, the 14 working

#22 Plaza Oaks

SE Corner of Garfield & Wadle

Chernobyl insists it's Y2K safe; not everyone’s sure

reactors at Ukraine's five nuclear
plants experience problems

almost every week, frequently
shutting down.

Chemoby| officials say reactor
No. 3 underwent extensive Y2K
tests before resuming operation
on Nov. 26.

Although the new computer is
not date-sensitive, it has been test-
ed for Y2K nsk and the Soviet
system was tested by simulating
the Year 2000 changeover, offi-
cials say.

““The central control’s main
computer was found to be Y2K-
sensitive. It controls all the reac-
tor's parameters and that was our
main headache,”’ lliichev said.
“*But we have conducted tests and
are certain now the main com-
puter will pass the changeover.”

Both computers supply opera-
tors with information on the
reactor, but the reactor itself is run
by analog systems that are not
susceptible to the Y2K glitch, said
Borys Baranov, a Chemoby! shift
manager.

Ukraine had pledged to shut
down Chemobyl by 2000, but
now says it needs foreign aid to
complete two new reactors to
compensate for Chernobyl’s lost
power and to find new jobs for
most of the plant’s 9,561 work-
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BAGHDAD, Iraq — A year
later, scars from Desert
Fox are sull visible in Baghdad,
a reminder of the massive dam-
age U.S. and Bnush air and mus-
sile strikes inflicted on lraq.

But also sull in place 1s Iraqi
leader Saddam Hussein — per-
haps more entrenched than ever
because hus survival has been fuel
for propaganda.

Because of its “‘steadfastness,
Iraq has become an example for
(the Arab) nation,”” Saddam
declared this week as he decorated
members of his ruling Baath
Party and Revolutionary Com-
mand Council for bravery shown
during the bombing a year ago.

The Desert Fox bombing cru-
sade to punish Iraq for what the
United States and Bntain said was
its failure to cooperate with U.N.
weapons inspectors was launched
on the night of December 16-17,
1998.

The scars from the attack are
still obvious: Cranes and scat-
folds, heaps of crumbling bricks,
damaged telecommunications
capacity.

But U.N. weapons inspectors
still have not returned to monitor
whether lIraq 1s destroying its
mass destruction capabilities, as
it 1s required to do under the
agreement that ended the 1991
Gulf War. Irag has vowed that
inspectors will be allowed back
only when the United Nations
scraps trade sanctions against
the country.
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Amorlca is not accustomed to deal with a
man of President Saddam Hussein's
characteristics,” al-Ramadani said. “It thinks
he is like any other Third World leader who
can be tamed and contained easily..’

—Dr. Mazen al-Ramadani,

of Saddam University's Faculty of Political Sciences

The United Nations, mean-
while, 1s sull struggling to frame
a new policy toward Baghdad.
U.N. Secunty Council permanent
members Russia, China and
France have expressed concemn
that the standoff with the Iraq:
government 1s endangenng and
impoverishing ordinary lraqs.
Even in the United States, voic-
es have been raised against the
sanctions.

Iraq 1s defiant, but far from
unscathed. The Pentagon said 524
cruise missiles were fired during
the 70-hour offensive, hitting
nearly 100 targets. President
Clinton said last year the attacks

inflicted *‘significant damage’" on
Iraqi weapons programs and mul-
itary infrastructure.

Iraqi officials say they have
rebuilt most of what was bombed.
Some construction continues, and
some targets remain off-limits to
journalists.

Badly damaged were telecom-
munications centers, particularly
in southem Iraq. It 1s sull difficult
to call the southemn city of Basra
from Baghdad, and local televi-
stion and radio transmission 1S not
as clear and powerful as it was
before.

Collateral damage to hospitals,
schools and residential areas was
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WORLD
Year after Operation Desert Fox, scars still obvious; Iraq still defiant

swiftly mended. The high-nse
building of the Military Industri-
alization Commission, where
U.S. cruise mussiles were said to
have gouged a huge hole down to
the ground floor, has been metic-
ulously rebuilit.

Missiles and bombs also hit
weapons factones and presiden-
tial , Including the house
of Saddam’'s daughter, Hala.
Reports said her house was
destroyed, but no one was home.
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“*Amenca is not accustomed to
deal with a man of President Sad-
dam Hussein's characteristics,”’
al-Ramadani said. ‘It thinks he
1S like any other Third World
lcader who can be tamed and con-
tained easily.”

declared itself the victor in the
standoff. Saddam will outlast
bombings and sanctions, said
Dr. Mazen al-Ramadani of Sad-
dam University's Faculty of
Political Sciences.
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Floods in Venezuela leave 17

CARACAS, Venczuela (AP)

— Torrential rains and mudslides
- Wednesday left 17 people dead,
' 10 missing and 10,500 homeless
and forced the postponement of
poll closings dunng a national ref-
erendum on a new coastitution.

Officials said several people
drowned when the downpours
created raging nvers in valleys
and swept them away in Vargas
state, 18 miles north of Venezue-
la’s capital, Caracas. Others were
killed when mudslides buned
their homes.

The 10 missing people were
feared dead, said Rafael Nieves,
assistant director of the national
Civil Defense. He said the death
toll was likely to rnise since
authontes have not been able to
reach some areas cut off by
blocked highways.

Electoral officials said polls
would close two hours later than
planned because many people had
not been able to reach voting cen-
ters. Venezuelans were voting
whether to approve a new nation-
al charter proposed by President
Hugo Chavez.

The government declared a
state of emergency in six states,
including the popular tounst des-
tination of Marganta Island. In
Falcon state 1n western
Venezuela, two reservoirs over-
flowed Tuesday night, prompting
Civil Defense officials to evacu-
ate 10,000 people from their
homes.

The floods came as Venezue-
lans voted on a new constitution
that would eliminate the senate,
change the country’s name and
vastly increase Chavez's power,
allowing him to stay in office for
up to 13 years.

Chavez appeared headed
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dead as referendum continues

toward an overwhelming victory
in the constitutional battle that has
heoume the ' of his

“‘peaceful revolution.”” Polls
indicate that more than 70 percent
of Venezuelans favor the new
charter.

“This 1s an histonic day,”
Chavez said as he cast his ballot
amid throngs of cheering admir-
ers Wednesday moming. “‘Itis a
day that will define the next 200
years in Venezuela.™’

The torrential downpours
slowed the opening of polling sta-
tions, and at first few of Venezue-
la’s 11 milhon eligible voters ven-
tured out. But tumout seemed to
improve as the day went on.

If Chavez’s constitution pass-
es, the wildly popular former coup
leader will have achieved what
has eluded most Latin American
revolutionanes for decades: the
ehmination of the old political
order and the creation of a new
state.

‘I have faith that with this con-
stitution we're going to dig the
country from out of the swamp
that corrupt leaders have thrown
us in,”” said Antonio Ochoa, a 34-
year-old truck dnver.

Chavez says he wants to root
out some of the world’s worst cor-
ruption and rule in favor of the
poor. But cnitics say he is tram-
pling the law and creating a state
at odds with the demands of
modemity.

The proposed constitution,
drafted by a 13]1-member assem-
bly dominated by Chavez's sup-
porters, expands the nghts of
munonties. It seeks to clean up
corrupt courts and break the
political stranglehold of political
parties that most Venezuelans
blame for squanderning the West-
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AP Photo

A soldier instructs Venezuelans waiting to vote in Caracas,

years.

ern Hemisphere's largest oil
reserves.

But the charter sharply reduces
civilian control of the army and
increases the state’s role in man-
aging the economy. It also
includes a controversial clause
calling for ‘‘truthful informa-
uon ' in the media, which some
say 1s a recipe for censorship.

In addition, the charter changes
the country's name from the
Republic of Venezuela to the
Bolivanan Republic of
Venezucia, after South Amencan
liberation hero Simon Bolivar,
who i1s Chavez’s idol.

Chavez, who broke into
Venezuela's political scene eight
years ago by staging a failed mul-

itary coup, has been accused of

dividing the South Amencan
nation through incendiary
rhetonic.

““What the president wants 1s

Rebel leader Ocalan being tried again in Turkey

ANKARA, Turkey (AP) —
Six months after being sentenced
to death for treason, Kurdish rebel
leader Abdullah Ocalan 1s being
tned again — this ume along with
two top comrades for cnmes
going back two decades.

The tnal began Wednesday and
was quickly adjourned to Febru-
ary.

Ocalan 1s accused of sepa-
ralism, murder, extortion and
membership in an armed gang
along with 100 other defendants
including his estranged wife,
Kesire Ocalan, and two top com-
manders of his rebel group who
are still on the run.

An s court last month
upheld the June death sentence
against Ocalan, but his lawyers

AN
EXTRA

have taken the case to the Euro-
pean Court of Human Rights.
The new trial was adjourned
until Feb. 23, to wait for a formal
confirmation of the appeals court
decision and for an answer from
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the Netherlands on Turkey's
extradition request of a defendant,
rebel commander Murat Karayi-
lan.

Karayilan has asked for polit-
ical asylum in the Netherlands.
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Wednesday. Venezuelans voted W
approve a new constitution that would eliminate the senate,
change the country’s name and vastly increase the power of Pres-
ident Hugo Chavez, allowing him to stay in office for up to 13

on whether to

to annthilate his adversanes,.
reduce them to nothing,”’ com-
plained Venezuela's former apos-
tolic nuncio, Cardinal Rosalio
Casullo, who earlier in the week
compared Chavez's tactics to
those used by ltalian dictator Ben-
ito Mussolini.

But Chavez says he i1s merely
providing an escape for deep pop-
ular frustrations.

“Venezuela 1s a ume bomb that
can explode at any moment and
It i1s our job, through the power of
the vote, to defuse it now that
there is still ume. " he said.

If approved, the new constitu-
tion will lead to elections early
next year for a unicameral con-
gress and local offices. Given
Chavez’s approval ratings, which
oftenp top 80 percent, the presi-
dent s lefust Patnotic Pole coali-
tion would likely win those races
handily.

BEUING (AP) — The pirates
led their bound, handcuffed and
gagged vicums on deck, blind-
folded them, smashed their skulls
with clubs, then dumped their
weighted bodies overboard.

The tnal of 38 suspects in the
vicious November 1998 hijacking
signals China may finally be
cracking down on high-seas pira-
cy — and the cormupt officials
who encourage It.

China has released suspected
pirates on several occasions In
recent years. The current tnal.
now under way, 1s China’s first
of suspected pirates in at least a
decade, said Jayant Abhyankar,
the London-based Intermational
Mantume Bureau's deputy direc-
tor.

“It’s long overdue, " said Noel
Choong of the mantime bureau’s
piracy reporting center in Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia. “‘China 1s
showing these people that it 1s not
a safe haven any more.™

The November 1998 hijacking

of the Chang Sheng was one of

communist China's worst 1nci-
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China finally puts pirates on trial

dents of high-seas piracy. The 38
suspects, on tnal in the southemn
port of Shanwe1, face charges of
murder, robbery and possession
of fircarms and drugs. If con-
victed. at least |2 could tace the
death penalty

The tnal phase could con-
clude by Thursday, with a verdict
expected Monday, a court official
said

Members of the gang posed as
anti-smugglhing police to hijack
three ships in 1998, including the
Chang Sheng. a freighter carry-
ing coal cinders, official Chinese
newspapers repored.

The gang s suspected master-
mund, an Indonesian identified by
Chinese media as Sony Wei,
allegedly led the first of the
Chang Sheng's 23 bound crew
members up on deck, blindfold-
ed him and clubbed him to death,
the reports said.

““These pirates joined forces in
killing the 23 crew members one
after another in this manner, ” the
Beijing Moming Post said
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Trimble honor
recognized his
great ‘calling’

B obby Trimble is a man of action. Not

only does he dream big dreams, he

makes them come true. That was the
case with the Chnstmas in April program
that Trimble was instrumental in starting 27
years ago, and it remains true today.

JACK ANDERSON

OLUMBIA, S.C. — Thus state has an apti-
‘ tude for disgruntiement. It may have suf-

fered more than any other state from the
Civil War, but it deserved to, having done more
than any other to ignite it. And even now, when
it is a full participant in the prosperity of the coun-
try’s southeast quadrant, 1t
finds itself nven by an utter-
ly optional argument.

While most Americans are
too busy making money to
wage culture wars, South
Carolinians find time to be at
daggers drawn with each
other over a symbol. The
issue 1s whether the Confed-
erate battle flag should fly, as
it has since 1962, over the
state capitol.

That building is 1tself a -
battle flag — or perhaps a bloody shirt — in stone,
its walls marked with wounds inflicted by Gen-
eral Sherman’s guns. Gov. Jim Hodges probably
wishes the capitol were closed for refurbishment,
as the governor's mansion is.

Hodges, a Democrat elected last year, knows
a standoff when he is stuck smack in the middle
of one. Tourism is the state’s biggest industry, and
the NAACP is urging a boycott of the state until
the flag comes down. Pro-flag forces refuse to
budge under the duress of the boycott.

A proposed compromise has been cobbled
together with the help of some members of the
state Legislature’s black caucus and three legis-
lators who are members of the Sons of Confed-

which operates in 12 Southemn cities, has asked
the Sons not to schedule more meetings at its facil-
iies. When Alabama’s chapter of the Sons met
at an Adam’'s Mark hotel in Mobile, the profu-
sion of Confederate flags so offended the hotel’s
largely black service staff, many called in sick and
hotel executives had to make beds.) The com-
promise would be that the flag would be moved
to a Confederate monument not yet built on the
capitol grounds and the governor would press to
make Martin Luther King's birthday a state hol-
iday.

One reason the compromise is not working, yet,
is that some Republicans believe, mistakenly, that
they lost the goverﬂommp in 1998 because their
incumbent, David Beasley, joined the run-it-down-
the-flagpole side. But many of the most intense
supporters of the flag as a symbol of a valorous
hentage are rural and blue-collar Democrats. Many
business-minded Republicans, whose most
revered symbol is *‘$,"” think the flag is bad for
business, so furl it.

Pro-flag people understandably worry that the
anti-flag forces’ appetite for cultural cleansing will
only be whetted by victory at the capitol. South-

‘emn towns large enough to have Dairy Queens have

Confederate monuments and street names, none
of which would be safe. Why, the University of
South Carolina might have to rename Longstreet
Theater. (Considering General Longstreet’s sor-
ry performance at Gettysburg, the Sons of Con-
federate Veterans might favor that renaming.)
But now come George Campsen Jr. and
George (Chip) Campsen IIl, father and son, with
a Solomonic solution. The father, now 70, was a
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members of that Legislature, who refute the accu-
sation that the flag was put up as an act of seg-
regationist defiance.

In 1957 Congress called upon states to com-
memorate the coming centennial of the Civil War,
and in 1960 President Eisenhower urged that the
commemorations continue for four years. The sur-
viving legislators argue that the flag was put up
for that honorable purpose. And they say it was
supposed to fly only duning the centennial — that
it was a mere oversight that the legislation putting
it up did not contain a date to take it down.

Chip Campsen, a Republican state legislator,
says the argument has been framed improperly,
forcing people to choose between preserving a her-
itage and extirpating racism. He wants what he
calls a *‘paradigm shift,”’ one confining the argu-
ment to the actual issue at hand:

““The universal and timeless critena for a flag
to fly over a capitol is that it must be the flag of
an existing government that has junisdiction over
people inhabiting the state.™

So, the flag can be removed from the capitol
without conceding any imputation of racism, and
the reason for removal cannot be used to attack
other commemorations of the Confederacy. Will
this bring an armistice to the flag fight?

Thas flag dispute has lasted longer than did the
Confederacy, which amounted to a piddling 1.2
percent of the 33 decades of South Carolina his-
tory since some planters from Barbados helped
get the colony up and running. Now the state has
a way out of the dispute, but probably will not take
it, such is the state’s appetite for argument.

Honored during Tuesday’s Midland City
Council meeting with presentation of the
City of Champions award, Trimble 1s with-
out question an ideal honoree. As Mayor
Bobby Burns noted, “Bobby is one of those
remarkable individuals that saw a need and
put millions of hours into filling that need.”

Anyone who has ever worked on a
Chrnistmas in April project knows one truth:
Trimble i1s the hardest-working, most
knowledgeable person in the entire pro-
gram. If you need a question answered, if
you need to know where to obtain addition-
al supplies, if you need to know anything
about the recipient families, ask Bobby.
He's the first person to armive at the Chnist-
mas in April warehouse on the annual
workday and the last to leave when that
weekend 1s over. Of course, he leads regu-
lar CIA work crews throughout the rest of
the year, too, while most of the rest of Mid-
land forgets Christmas in April for another
year.

Trimble 1s a great supervisor for the vol-
unteer housing repair program that he
helped start in 1972. He i1s a walking ency-
clopedia on all aspects of the history of the
program, how many houses have been
worked on, how much money has been
spent, and how the program has answered
the desperate needs of the elderly and hand-
icapped residents living here duning the past
27 years.

But for Tnimble, the Christmas in Apnl
program, which was taken nationally sever-
al years ago and internationally earlier this
year by way of a project in New Amster-
dam, Guyana, is more than a mere way to
help less fortunate members of our society.
Rather, it is a way, Trimble believes, to live
out the scriptural message in James 2:15.
That message asserts that Christians are to
meet their brother’s human requirements
for shelter, warm clothing and food — their
physical needs — in addition to their spin-
tual needs.

There is no question that Bobby Trimble
has had a definite impact on the residents of
Midland and this nation or that he was
more than deserving of the City of Champi-
ons award. He provides a great Chnstian
example for us all.

TODAY IN HISTORY

Today is Thursday, Dec. 16, the 350th day of 1999.
There are 15 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History:

One hundred years ago, on Dec. 16, 1899, Sir Noel
Coward, the English actor, playwnght and composer,
was bom 1in London.

On this date:

In 1653, Oliver Cromwell became lord protector of
England, Scotland and Ireland.

In 1770, composer Ludwig van Beethoven was born
in Bonn, Germany.

In 1773, the Boston Tea Party took place as Amen-
can colonists boarded a British ship and dumped more
than 300 chests of tea overboard to protest tea taxes.

In 1809, Napoleon Bonaparte was divorced from the
Empress Josephine by an act of the French Senate.

In 1944, the World War Il Battle of the Bulge began
as German forces launched a surprise counter-attack
against Allied forces in Belgium.

In 1950, President Truman proclaimed a national state
of emergency in order to fight **Communist impenal-
ism.’’

In 1960, 134 people were killed when a United Air
Lines DC-8 and a TWA Super Constellation collided
over New York City.

In 1985, reputed organized-crime chief Paul Castel-
lano was shot to death outside a New York City restau-
rant.

In 1991, the UN General Assembly rescinded its 1975
resolution equating Zionism with racism by a vote of
111-to-25.

Ten years ago: Federal appeals court judge Robert
S. Vance was killed by a mail bomb at his Alabama
home. Walter Leroy Moody Junior was later sentenced
to death for killing Vance, and received seven life terms
on federal charges in that killing and the death of civ-
il rights attorney Robert E. Robinson.

Five years ago: The White House and blicans
traded barbs over whose tax plan was fairer to the mid-
dle class, a day after President Clinton presented a pack-
oéznposed tax cuts. White House Press Secretary

announced she was leaving her job at
the end of lhc year. .

erate Veterans. (The Adam’'s Mark hotel chain,

legislator in 1962. He has polled surviving

George Will's column is distributed by Wash-

ington Post Writers Group.
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Israel’s enemies happy to give Clinton his ‘legacy’

estate after its demise continues this week, with
the Syrians coming to Washington to claim
their nghts as heirs.

In a deal already negouated behind the scenes, rep-
resentatives of Synan dictator Hafez Assad will
receive the strategic Golan Heights in exchange for
agreements that undouttedly will be broken and aid
that will be converted into instruments of war.

For this *‘peace of the brave,”” as Israchi Pnme Min-
ister Ehud Barak has called it
(and he 1s fast becoming the
Neville Chamberlain of his
time), Syna will get billions of
American dollars to resettle
18,000 Golan residents and
probably billions more 1n mili-
tary and civilian aid. If the past
is any guide (and it always is in
the Middle East), Syna will use
the money to buy weapons
from outcast states, strengthen
its army and continue support-
ing an estimated 15 terronst
organizations from the Middle East, Latin America
and Europe. Diplomatic sources indicate Syna will
not be required to end its occupation of Lebanon
which, in addition to being part of the *‘greater Syr-
1a’’ mystique of Damascus, is also a source of drug
money for the Synan government.

What will Israel get? AWACS surveillance planes,
early-waming stations, helicopters and jet fighters and
lots of assurances that “peace is at hand.™

This latest charade i1s being pushed by the Clin-
ton administration so the president can claim a decent
legacy, but it’s at the expense of the Jews. In the past,
Jews have had to die for the sake of land, oil and the
religious and political comfort of others. It 1s par-
ticularly unpleasant when Jews are co-conspirators
in their own destruction.

No matter what Syrians sign and no matter how
much American money they receive, they will still
hate Israel and adhere to Assad’s vow at the start of
the 1967 war: ‘‘Our forces are now entirely ready
.. to initiate the act of liberation itself and to explode
the Zionist presence in the Arab homeland .... The
time has come to enter into a battle of annihilation.”
Nothing Syria has done since indicates this goal has
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The parade of nations prepanng to divide Israel's

changed. In fact, Assad has repeatedly broken agree-
ments with the United States, Turkey and hm Arab
neighbors.

Bashar Assad, the son and probable heir of the pres-
ident of Synia, said in an August interview with a Sau-
di weekly (quoted in the Jerusalem Post): *“The pro-
posed peace will be highly restncted. There will be
a formal peace agreement, but the possibility of con-
flict between the two countries will remain, requir-
ing Syna to continue armung itself.”” So Israel 1s sup-
posed to be content that Syria will now be armed with
American weapons instead of Russian weapons’
Changing the gas manufacturers at the Nazi death
camps would have left no fewer Jews dead.

There are many false assumptions about the Mid-
dle East. The Westerners who are unsophisticated in
the region’s complexities often are seduced by con-
temporary spin. The Synans have no nght to the
Golan Heights, any more than Germany has nights
to Eastern Europe, or Syna has a nght to Lebanon.
In 1920, the League of Nations included the Golan
Heights in the original British Mandate for Palestine.
The Golan fell ander Synan control in 1944 when
the French mandate was terminated. Syra controlled
lhe Golan for 23 years, and Israel, following Syn-
a's unprovoked attack in 1967, has controlled it for
32 years. So why doesn’t Israel have a legitimate
claim to the territory? To return the Golan to Syna
rewards the aggressor.

Writing in last Friday's Wall Street Journal, Steven
Plaut, who teaches at Haifa University in Israel, said
America’'s policy toward Syria should resemble
Ronald Reagan's policy toward the Soviet Union. We
should do what we can to topple dictatonal and
oppressive regimes teetering on the brink of extinc-
tion, not throw them a lifeline.

Israel’s enemies are happy to give President Clin-
ton his ‘‘legacy,’’ then wait until he leaves office to
impose their ‘‘final solution.”” The United States has
sold out the Jews before, closing its borders to them
during World War 1I. Rather than doing penance, we
are compounding our sin by helping to destroy a
nation that, in our guilt, we helped create. Syna this
week will play the heir to a largeestate. Israel is the
estate.

Cal Thomas' column is distributed by the Los Ange-
les Times Syndicate.

ART BUCHWALD

As Tiny Tim says: It
sounds like you have
an online problem

crooge and Marley’s Chnistmas busi-
S ness was lousy, so Scrooge decided
to to sell turtledoves and pear trees
on his Web site at www.humbug.com.
Scrooge had no choice as his S&M count-
ing house business had lost out to Price-
waterhouse. The problem was that
Scrooge, as tight-fisted as he was, bought
a very cheap secondhand computer with
hardly any memory at all. S&M lost a lot
of orders.
Scrooge was stuck with several gross of
turtledoves and dozens of pear trees. This

made him short-tempered. He said to his
“Don’t people

employee, Bob Cratchit,
know how to order on
the Internet any-
more?"’

Cratchit said, **Sir,
maybe we should
upgmde our comput-
er.

The old man said,
“*Bah, humbug,’’ and
went home to bed.
There he found an e-
mail on his laptop
from Marley. It was a
joke. Marley was always sending people
jokes by e-mail.

The jokes always had to do with a dog
going into a pub and ordering a dnnk from
an unfriendly bartender.

Marley also told Scrooge that if he did-
n't change his ways and become a better
person his screen would go blank, his hard
drive would freeze, and his software
would turn to oatmeal.

Scrooge was frightened and said, **What
can I do?"

Marley said, ‘‘Call the 800 help num-
ber.”’

Scrooge dialed the dealer, and a voice
came on the line. It said, ‘*This 1s Chnist-
mas Past. All our lines are busy, but your
call is very important to us.”’

Scrooge became even more frightened.
Four hours later the voice said, ‘*Your call
is very important to us. If you know your
party’s name and the date of birth of his
grandmother, punch them in now.”’

Scrooge decided next to call the Ghost
of Christmas Present. A voice said,
““What's the problem, dummy?"’

““My screen is dark and I can’t take
orders for turtledoves and pear trees.”’

““Is your power line plugged in?"’

“Yes.

““Did you try booting the Escape key
with your foot instead of your hand?"’

“Yes, spint.”’

“Okay, kick it.™’

““You want me to kick my computer?”’

*“This usually works.*

Scrooge kicked the computer, and the
screen still stayed dark.

He called Christmas Future, but a
recording said they were only open on East-
er and Guy Fawkes Day.
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