Spurs 89, Knicks 77 1 97

A calm, efficient 33 points from Tim
Duncan, timely 3-pointers from Jaren countdown to 2000

Jackson and a little of everything from -
David Robinson were enough to give Cek’h'ﬂtf’ Z—M
the San Antonio Spurs the victory in envision the future
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MISD TAASes
=34 out first pitch

\ .l £ I
- District releases 1999 test results

By Daniel Arp
Staff Writer

Drstnct officials on Wednesday gave a first ghimpse of local results on the 1999 Texas Assess-
ment of Academic Skills test, able to boast for the first time a better than 80 percent distnict
passing rate at each grade level on the math, reading and wnting portions-of the test.

The late moming press conference was the public’s first glimpse at this year's data, which
armived from the Texas Education Agency last week, though some details — such as break-
down by ethmcity and the scores of special education students — were left out of the pre-

sentation.

“We re really here to celebrate the achievement of thousands of students today.” said Super-
intendent Joseph P. Baressi Jr. “(This year) we have, [ think without question, a2imost with-
out exception, our highest achievement on the TAAS to date.”

—I The data show that the Midland Independent School District is for the most part keeping

- up with the statewide trend of increasing passing rates on the TAAS. posting g: wer las
Tim Fischer/R =S P gp g rate the TAAS. posting gains over lasl

Midiand Freshman High School principal Don Mason looks over MISD TAAS results in the year at virtually every grade level on each of the three test portions
school district administration office Wednesday A few grades tallied the same passing rate as last year, and only fourth grade math éropped
| off, from an 85 percent passing rate among non-special education students in 1998 1o 84 per-

Texas Assessment of Academic Skills
GRADE 3-10

i

- MISD B7 MATH wu MISO 88 MATH = MISO 99 MATH
Resuits do not include special eduction students.

Amtrak said to be considering route

through Midland, but nothing on track
By Jeff Stevens

Staff Writer

The Texas Association of Rail Passengers (TARP) has planted a bug in the
ear of local officials that Amtrak might consider rerouting a train through Mid-
land/Odessa. |

At Tuesday’s City Council meeting, the council will hear information that
Amtrak is looking at the possibility of routing a train through Midland/Odessa
en route to El Paso.

According to Jerry Tschauner with the Permian Basin Regional Planning
Commission, he has been in contact with Timothy Geeslin, president of the
Texas Railroad Passenger’s Association, “And he was saying that Amtrak is
looking at the possibility of rerouting a Texas Eagle train from Ft. Worth to
El Paso.” - - - —

The train currently goes through San Antomo and takes 24 hours to reach

&
the border town. _ _ o l’m glad it's over. The
Marcus Johnston, director of engineening and development for the city, said

b ing San Antonio would pare 10 hours off the trip. jury found me innocent.
t's that information, along with plans to meet with Geeslin on Fnday, that Now | can go on with my
Johnston will brief the council on Tuesday. Johnston will also advise coun- life. | have two kids in

cil members on possible grant money available to build a railway terminal. .
The top city engineer said the state offers grant money to promote rail trav- Stanton that need me.

Please see RAIL/3A

— Cynthia Jolynn Graves

cent in 1999
Al other grade levels. espe-

Texas Assessment of Academic Skills | cially the 10th grade exit lev-

areas were marked. On this
year s math portion, 34 per-
cent of sophomores not 1n spe-
cial education passed, a mine-
point jump over the previous
vear, which itself was an
improvement over 1997, when
6y percent of MU[‘ht1'I't‘lil1llrt."'h
passed.

MISD continues. however,
to hover at or shghtly below
the state average al most grade
levels 1n most categones
Tenth-grade scores are the
only exception. coming in a
point better than the state
average of 83 on math this
year and two points above the
state reading average of Y

Most ot the other local

GRADE 3-10 el, improvements n certain

Please see MISD/5A

Graves says verdict offers
closure after ordeal of trial

Ey Rick L_épez
Staff Writer

ODESSA — Courtroom visitors expected jurors to exit their chambers. take their seats
and hear testumony in the punishment phase of Cynthia Jolynn Graves tnal.

But with surpnising expedition, 358th Distnct Court Judge Bill McCoy announced
Wednesday morming that attorneys made an agreement for Ms. Graves to serve four years
of probation for her child’s death.

Ms. Graves, 24, was on tnal this week on capital murder charges stemming from the
Nov. 20, 1995 death of her 2-year-old son, Bradon Graves

On Tuesday. an Ector County jury dechined to convict the woman on charges of cap-
ital murder. first-degree murder and manslaughter. Instead. they found her guilty of neg-
ligent injury to a child — a state-jail felony

“I'm glad it’s over. The jury found me innocent.” Ms. Graves. of Stanton, said. “Now
I can go on with my life. | have two kids in Stanton that need me.”

The verdict, however, brnings little justice for her deceased son, Ms. Graves said. She
insists Carlos Cain Hinojos — her ex-boyinend — 1s her child’s Killer. He was the last
person to have contact with Bradon before he appeared at a hospital with the boy in cnit-
ical condition, authonties said.

Last week, in the middle of jury selection for Ms. Graves™ tnal. Hinojos, 23, hastily

Please see GRAVES/4A

voony | Bush at 75: START Il, Desert Storm among best memories

Partly cloudy with

high near 90
Weather on 4A

Editor's Note: White House correspondent Trude B. Feldman met
George Bush in 1964 and has been a Bush watcher ever since. This
three-part series is based on interviews with him during his years
in the White House as vice president and president, and as recent-
ly as this month. (Ms. Feldman’s two-part series on Barbara and

George Bush's 45th wedding anniversary appeared in the Reporter-
Telegram on Jan. 6, 1990.)

By Trude B. Feldman

WASHINGTON D.C. — If George Bush could have had his
life to hive again, what would he have done differently”?

“I would not do anything differently,”” he answers with an air
of finahty. "My life has been a good one — satisfying and reward-
ing. | did not set a grand design for my career. | just tned to do
well in each of my jobs and lead a meaningful life.

“1 also tned to make a difference in the lives of others. | have
always cared about the welfare of others.™

Attesting to Bush's self-assessment, former Attomey Gener-
al Dick Thomburgh told me that throughout his presidency, Bush
exhibited an extraordinary sensitivity to questions of law and jus-

] liCC and the protection of the civil nghts and civil hiberties of all
< ...ﬂ!’-fﬂ Amenicans. “Nowhere,”” Thomburgh states, “was this more evi-
White House photo  dent than in President Bush's support for the Amenicans With

L

The George Bush family at their home in the 2700 block of Sentinel  Disabilities Act — which he signed into law on July 26, 1990."

Avenué, 1959. From left, back row: George W., George, Barhara; front

row, frbm left: Jeb Neil rnd Marvin.

Please see BUkHMA




PAGE 2A

The U.N. High Commussioner for
Refugees asked NATO to help
control the flow.

The UNHCR said 11,600 peo-
ple had crossed Wednesday,
including all 8,500 people from
a refugee camp run by the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates. But the num-
bers seemed low; reporters saw
tens of thousands lined up on the
Albanian side of the border,
waiting to cross into Kosovo.

“Once this thing gathers
momentum there’s a snowball
effect and you can’t stop it,”” said
UNHCR spokeswoman Judith
Kumin.

Officials began to try to help

the refugees who defied their the perfECt g lft K silk ties :
warnings te remain in the camps, : Wh + |
sefting up two waystations on the ether a native Tﬁfa“

road to the Kosovo city of Prizren or a born patriot, he'll

and towing broken down cars off show off his true colors

the road to prevent the traffic from with a silk tie from our

getting any worse. Ralph Marlin or

Serbs. meanwhile, continued to
stream north out of Kosovo —
either Yugoslav soldiers depart-
ing under terms of the peace deal
or civihans afraid of retaliatory
attacks. Some 860,000 ethnic
Albanians that made up Kosovo's
2.1 mullion prewar population fled
beginning 1in March.

Serb civilians desperate to
leave tussled among themselves
at the Pristina bus station, clam-
oring to get on buses and offer-
ing wads of cash for a seat. Sol-
diers were seen hitchhiking on
roads heading north.

Even Bishop Artemije of the

| ots of
\ew Magnetic
tarrings & Ilusion
‘ Necklaces

Ennch your
family’s future ..
host an exchange stundent now

Anna

Host a student like Anna 16,
from Sweden. Students with
interests in the arts, outdoor
activities, team sports and
varnious other hobbies are

crimes charges in The Hague last
month.

In Berisht, just north of Pristi-
na, residents said a shallow grave

the special man in your life -

efes

3221 W. Industrial
Midland, Texas
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. . . Sunday, June 20

915-687-5373

Americana &

Texas novelty

M.B.P. collection.

Choose from our exclusive
collection of woven stripe,

basketweave and blooming
horizontal print ties. In a

sizes 15418, featuring;
* Exact length sleeves

s Roundtree
& Yorke
dress shirts

Choose from a buttondown collar
pinpoint in white, ecru, blue or gray;
a point collar pinpoint in white; or
a spread collar broadcloth with
French cuffs in white. All shirts in

ONE DAY ONLY SALE
Join Us June 19th!
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Refugees head home despit | o
gees head home despite warnings i
PRISTINA, Yugoslavia (AP) southeast of Pristina, told soldiers el through
— In a ragged but | home- about v 1N |
gL Joyous a grave contaiming the ing a de
. | g a depe
coming, thousands of refugees bodies of 13 people they said If apps
burst through the borders sepa- were killed on April 30. provide u;
l'alll'lg their tent cities from Koso- The alliance’s commander, Lt CU S T o M T;i" T I—- O R S cost for
;?fun \lhfedllllc&day overwhelming gfn.SMichat:l Jackson, called on 'NMIDLAND cateh is th
ICials who gave up trying to erbs to stay in Kosovo, appli
count them — let alone stop them. telling Serbs in the village of wmw“m; pp'llilf:tf;]
The Yugoslav army pulled its Kosovo Polje the troops ‘‘would | et slacks, top couts, shirts and formal tuxedos. according
last troops out of the Kosovo cap- have the same attitude toward SAVE 33% lﬂ so% Amtrak we
ital of Pristina, and panicked Serb everyone,’’ the independent Bel- S RE——— .-$389.00 stons until
civilians bought and fought their grade news agency Beta report- mm&an—um """"""""""""""""""""""" S Amitra
way onto buses heading out of the ed. nck James
province. The state-run Tanjug news offices in
U.S. commanders, meanwhile, agency said all Yugoslav army be quite
had to threaten force to persuade units had left Pristina although - Count before An
200 ethnic Albanian rebels to tumn NATO extended a midnight |re) 915 6873181 10 to 81 m’i‘;{ﬂ?& sions abou
over their weapons. Tuesday deadline by 24 hours In fact
_I::llaLj,:di E%PL Mlk: Doubl;gay because traffic jams slowed the wide rail s
sai peacekeepers have movement. \ Y r ‘ |
come upon or heard abqut ) sus- Lt. Col. Robin Clifford, a HO(] f\,\ P ;\R I\ G O L F S H OP :EEF:EHE
pected mass grave sites since spokesman for the allied force, > . . g S i changes th
cntﬁnng KUSQVQ on Saturdﬂy. said 26‘(m of the 40.{“) or so Jhl '“ \ . l_\l R(l R( )l \ l)s R l ). ’ (]Hf‘l- Jl’}” “Amtrak
The rush of refugees came Serb troops in Kosovo had left. currently e
despite warnings from aid work- AP Photo Under the peace accord that end- market-ba:s
ers that Kosovo wasn’t safe Bujar Sylaj celebrates as he and his family enter Kosovo from ed the 78-day NATO air cam- What that |
enough for them. Roads were Albaniain Verbnice along with thousands of other ethnic Alban- paign, all Serb forces are to be out all of th
clogged almost to a standstill lan refugees Wednesday. of the province by Sunday night. and cnmﬁ r
across much of southern Kosovo Serbian Orthodox Church, who held the bodies of at least 60 peo- The American contingent in travel mI;":_{
— and 12 miles back into Alba- had urged Serbs in Kosovo's sec- ple. Dozens of large plastic bags Kosovo rose to more than 3.000 count ml
nia. ond-largest city to remain, joined lying near the grave appeared by soldiers, along with 5,000 British - that xz sh
The movement was reminiscent their flight. Under armored escort  their size and odor to contain and Canadian forces, 4.000 Ger- LI UID ATION S AIJE trains.”
of the rush out of Kosovo after by German peacekeepers, the more bodies. man and Dutch troops, 2,000 Ital- That stu
NATO began bombing bishop and a number of Serb fam- And villagers in Vlastica, ians and 1,500 French. w P ’ late summe
Yugoslavia on March 24 and ilies left Prizren for Pristina, the on e m may be [ll:.m
severe violence against ethnic German command said. mnyfuqigne
Albanians started: tractors piled Hundreds of the city’s last eth- -- L Geeslin.
high with belongings, old cars nic Serb residents followed with- ' o' : : ; ! g the Perm
with children stacked twoto a lap, in hours, as refugees on their way %" 1 ZCI K] Cr l Flannin CI‘
flopping mattresses tied on top. back into Prizren jeered and interestc%:l
This time, though, people were laughed at them. ted that ,AI:
smiling. Meanwhile, evidence of Serb commitmel
“When NATO came. it was atrocities in Kosovo continued to HT IL land. H
like God came,’” said Ani Thaci, mount. llJlen desia of oom
packed shoulder-to-shoulder in a In Bruznik in central Kosovo, mmeﬂr;jl : ‘
flatbed trailer with nine relatives. raw earth was marked with small \ rallv r
"“We are healing already, because wooden stakes and paper tags ADA MS U\ d LU.:) G) hu{}-po
the peacekeepers are here.” numbered one to 60. Each paper Pat Gl’ay (5 nv ?Esdm
At one border crossing, offi- also was marked Juhe 4 or June GOLF :2:12 vew;:]n
cials counted 1,000 people an 5 — days after President Slobo- )
hour moving through. B;; late dan Milosevic accepted an BOdy works, |nc. i];:ii{g{)? :i
“ morming the Organization for international peace proposal. ,
Securilf’ and - Cooperation in Miinsevicandfuufser[::}r asso- gw Auts M zw E pm? r?ﬂum"'?d&
Europe gave up trying to count. ciates were indicted on war Since 1977 3{5{; %L; 1]
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stitching

* Strong cross-stitched buttons
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Student Exchange*
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RAIL: Amtrack said to be eyeing Midland route

(From 1A)

el through projects such as build-
ing a depot.

If approved, the grant would
provide up to 80 percent of the
cost for such a project. The
cateh 1s that the grant has to be
applied for by August 9.

That’s in spite of the fact that
according to all local accounts,
Amtrak wouldn’'t make any deci-
stons until September.

Amtrak representative Der-
nck James of Amtrak’s corporate
offices in Chitago said it would
be quite some time after that
before Amtrak made any deci-
sions about Midland.

In fact, he said that the nation-
wide rail service isn’t consider-
ing making any changes soon but
they are studying if there are
changes that could be made.

“"Amtrak as a corporation is
currently engaged in a national
market-based network analysis.
What that 1s, 1s we are looking at
all of the markets that we serve
and companng that with all of the
travel markets that exist in the
country to determine where it is
that we should be running our
trains.”

That study will be released in
late summer or early fall, which
may be the source of some of the
confusion.

Geeslin, who will meet with
the Permian Basin Regional
Flanning Commission and other
interested parties June 25, admit-
ted that Amtrak has made no
commitments to come to Mid-
land. He said his role, as presi-
dent of a “volunteer group to pro-
mote rail travel in Texas,” is to
rally support for such a move.

Geeslin has already been
involved in simuilar efforts in Abi-
lene, which has set aside
$100.000 a year to pay a station
manager if Amtrak were to
reroute. Pecos and Baird have
also passed resolutions in support
of a West Texas train route.

CRIME DOESN’'T PAay.

The path TARP would like to
see would run from Fort Worth
o Abilene, Big Spring, Mid-
land/Odessa and on to El Paso.

Geeslin added that his group
imtially got involved because
Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison
has expressed imferest in expand-
ing rail service in Texas.

Still one group not quite on
board i1s Amtrak. Geeslin has
made proposals, but the compa-
ny has not responded to him with
any commuitments.

That doesn’t necessarily mean
Amtrak won't come this direc-
tion.

James said, “It’s very possible.
Basically, we are looking at
everything.”

But if it makes sense for
Amtrak to make such a move, it
could be quite sometime down
the tracks. The company would
have to negotiate depot sites all
along the route and would have
to secure use of tracks currently
owned by Union Pacific.

They'd likely find some local
support. Gary Law with the
Texas Department of Trans-
portaion said it would be a
good thing.

“I'm certainly supportive of
Amtrak coming through here,”
said Law. “It’s another mode of
transportation. It’s another facet
to our region’s mobility.”

The question begs to be asked,
though. Is it a viable option with
such easily accessible air and
highway transportation available
in Midland?

The current trip from Fort
Worth to El Paso on Amtrak runs
25 hours and costs from $89-162
one-way depending on when
passage 1s booked.

If booked one week In
advance, Southwest Airlines pro-
vides round-trnip air service from
DFW Airport to El Paso for $169
plus tax.

Amtrak doesn’t currently offer
passage to Midland but a route of

a comparable distance runs from
Fort Worth to Austin. That trips
lakes approximately six hours
and can cost from $22-40 one-
way. Southwest makes the trip in
50 minutes at a round-tnip cost of
$106. Midland travelers can get
passage to Fort Worth and back
via Amencan Airlines for about
$105.

Law, as well as Amtrak repre-
sentative James, said there are
those who don’t like to fly and
who mught prefer train service
over drniving.

Law added that in enhancing
local transportation options,
Amtrak could also enhance local
tourism and business transporta-
tion.

“I don't think 1t will ever
compete with those but 1t could
complement those services,”
Law said.

He proffered the idea of a Dal-
las tounst taking a scenic train
nde to Midland renting a car and
taking 1n the sites surrounding the
Tall City such as Big Bend, Mon-
ahans, Pecos or Fort Stockton.
The weekend traveler could then
hop a plane back home for con-
venience.

“It could be an alternate source
rather than a primary one.”

Tschauner also said it would be
nice to have rail service in Mid-
land, but he isn’t holding his
breath untill 1t  happens.
Tschauner has been with Permi-
an Basin RPC for 25 years and
twice he's seen proposals to
bring Amtrak to Midland.

Interest surfaced in the late
"70s but never produced any
results. Likewise, an Amtrak led
imtiative piqued interest in 1996.

“Two or three years ago they
came through and were real
enthusiastic,” said Tschauner.
“But 1t wasn't two or three
months later they started pulling
the plug on Amtrak. You never
know what's going on and how
much you can count on it.”

Bur WE Do.
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Father’s Day Gifts
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Register for a FREE Gift for Dad!

One Boyds Rocky Bruin will be given away each day this week.

Father's Day --

tape. $90.

Harbour Light
Lighthouses

Give Dad something very special this
the start of his own

collection. Harbour Light's lighthouses
are very detailed scale replicas of some
of history’s most famous lighthouses.

Yomega Yo-Yo
The Metallic

Missile

Dad deserves the best, and the Metallic

Missile is Yomega’'s best. Crafted from

aircraft aluminum, roller beanng axle,
protective bands, extra strings and Yo-

Fudge Tie

$999

Don’t give Dad an ugly tie this Father's
Day. Give him one made from our fresh
Cream & Butter Fudge. Gift boxed.

I hscovd

Graham Pharmacy

1"h|.1-"-'=||. il
American bapress

Shop 8 am - 6 pm Mon-Fri,,
Free Gift Wrapping for Dad’s Special Gift.

Lefton
Lighthouses

This year’s limited edition Lefton
Lighthouse has just amved. This
edition is very limited and our
allocation will not last long.

Duncan’s |

Tournament Yo-Yo
With 1955 Trick Book

Give Dad a toy from his childhood
days. A perfect remake of the Duncan
Tournament Yo-Yo with a copy of the
“Oniginal 1955 Yo-Yo Tnck Book .
Presentation boxed. $12.
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your Southwestern Bell Yellow Pages.

Rocky Bruin
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From Boyds Bearstone Collection. $19.
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eI'E's fo Da d?

. Sunday, June 20

Choose the perfect shirt to
sult your dad’s style!

Allcotton solid pique knit shirt
with drop tail and jersey taping
inside collar. In assorted fashion

colors. Men's sizes
SMLXLXXL. 45.00

NauTiCa

=
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. \\\\\\}!\)\\\\\ N

Allcotton solid pique
knit shirt with drop
tail. stnpe tnm on
inside collar and
placket and nb knit
cuffs. In assorted
fashion colors

Men s sizes
SM.L.XL.XXL.
44.00

o

Poro®RALPH LAUREN

Allcotton
solid pique
knit shirt with drop tail,
taping at neckline seam and
cross-stitching on the buttons
In assorted fashion colors.

Men's sizes SM.L XL XXL, 52.50
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Dillard’s welcomes your Dillard’s charge, Visa, MasterCard, American Express, Discover or Diners Club card
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PAGE 4A

3-day forecast

p—
Today
Partly cloudy
High 88
Low 66

riday
Partly cloudy

High 90
Low 64

-
Saturday
Partly cloudy
High 95
Low 65

Today’s forecast calls for partly cloudy skies with a less than 20
percent chance of thunderstorms and a high in the upper 80s. East-
erly to southeasterly winds will blow at 5-15 mph.

Tonight's forecast calls for partly cloudy skies with a less than
20 percent chance of thunderstorms and a low in the mid-60s.

Friday's forecast calls for partly cloudy skies with a 20 percent
chance of thunderstorms and a high near 90.

Yesterday’s precipitation
Rainfall Wednesday ....0.00 n.
Rainfall Tuesday ...... 0.00 1n.
Total for month ....... 1.47 1n.
Total foryear ......... 4.31 1n.
Normal total
(yeartodate).......... 5.211n.

Sunrise ... 6:43 a.m.

Yesterday’s tompemtum
MIBN =csnoniimies s s

LW oo aonansmnaniismsas 65
Normal high .......... 94
Normal low . . ......... 66

Sunset ... 8:57 p.m.

GRAVES: Verdict offers chance for
closure after ordeal of trial, she says

(From 1A)

took a plea deal in exchange for
10 years in pnison.

“I wasn’t happy about the plea
bargain, but | hope he will pay for
this in his own way,” Ms. Graves
said. “But this will put a lot of clo-
sure in my life.”

Bradon, she said, died two
days before her 19th birthday.
Even now, simple things thal
remind her of the boy bring a tear
to her eyes, like Power Rangers,
the action heroes Bradon liked to
imitate. At his funeral, Ms.
Graves tucked a plush Ranger
under Bradon's arm before say-
ing her final goodbye.

“I think about Bradon’s death
all the ume. He has always been
with me,” Ms. Graves said, as her
eyes welling with tears. “It's
been tough.”

Ms. Graves conviction means
the jury found her guilty of not
promptly seeking medical atten-
tion for her son when bruises
appeared on his body. Hinojos
pleaded guilty to charges that sug-
gest he put Bradon in danger by
failing to seek medical attention
immediately.

The child’s father, John Mal-
donado said Tuesday he was
upset with the verdict. But Ms.
Graves’ father, Jimmy Graves,
said the man need not act so
bereaved.

“He gave up his parental nghts
because he didn’t want to pay
child support,” Graves said.

INSIDE JURY CHAMBERS

Juror Rudy Eggleston, one of
two men on the panel, said he was
willing to acquit Ms. Graves of all
charges.

“It was a lack of evidence of the
DA’s half,” he said. “Everything
they had was circumstantial. But
overall, it was a good case.”

But when jurors did their first
polling, half of the jury wanted to
convict Ms. Graves of capital
murder; others were in favor of
convicting her on the lesser
felomes.

“It was kind of split,” Eggleston
said.

Twice, his persistence 1In
acquitting Ms. Graves caused
two hung votes during the eight-
hour deliberation. However,
Eggleston does not regret taking
such a pragmatic approach —
even if some consider it ime-con-
suming.

“It i1s a sernious matter. You're
making a decision that would have
an effect on the rest of this girl’s
life,” Eggleston said.

Eventually, other jurors were
able to persuade him that Ms.
Graves was guilty of negligence.
He agreed that Ms. Graves
should’ve been reluctant to leave
Bradon alone with Hinojos after
she found bruises on the boy’s
extremities.

“She knew this boy was being
handled inappropnately,” Eggle-
ston said.

Eggleston and five other jurors
waited for Ms. Graves to leave the
courtroom with her entourage of
family members. In their conver-
sations with her, the jurors wished
her well and explained the cir-
cumstances that led them to reach

a verdict.

Some were disappointed that
Hinojos — not Ms. Graves — was
offered a plea deal.

“I think Cain did it,” Eggleston

said. “You don't call an attorney
immediately unless you do some-
thing wrong.”

Police testified that Hinojos
retained an attorney just minutes
after taking Bradon to a hospital.
Hinojos eventually [ﬁave author
ities a confession that he once
pinched the child’s ear for cussing
and spanked him for getung up
from bed and asking for a glass
of water.

Some jurors told Ms. Graves
they didn’t have much faith in wit-
nesses who attacked her rerson-
al character. Others apologized
that the case even made it this far.
Before leaving, Ms. Graves and
the jurors shook hands and
hugged each other. A few tears
were shed.

are of yourself, Jolynn,”
Egglﬂls:n said, before walking

away from her.

CLOSING ARGUMENTS

In closing statements Tues-
day, District Attorney John Smith
alleged that Ms. Graves beat up
her child to vent her frustration
with Hinojos, who had spent the
night at another woman'’s house
Nov. 19.

At that ume, Ms. Graves had
been staying at Hinojos’ Odessa
apartment for a week.

“She (Ms. Graves) beat him so
she could have some peace to
think about how she was going to
get Cain back,” Smith said in his
closing remarks. “She didn’t
intend to kill that boy, but her
actions led to his death. When you
lose it to that point, it’s homicide.”

He used Ms. Graves’ old love
letters to prove her state of mind.

She once wrote to Hinojos,
“We need to spend some time
alone. No knocks on the door, no
laughs ... no giggles from a 2-
year-old.”

Smith claimed Ms. Graves had
beat the child unconscious and
then left him alone with Hinojos
while she was at work.

The child, doctors said, died of
blunt force trauma to his
abdomen. The force npped a 1-
inch hole in his intestine, which
slowly spilled bowel matter into
his bloodstream and eventually
poisoned him to death.

But defense witnesses testified
that a nb fracture — which was
just barely noted 1n autopsy
reports — could not have been
inflicted more than six hours
before the child’s death. Work
records proved that Ms. Graves
was waiting tables in Midland at
the time the injunies were inflict-
ed.

Jeff Hinkley, one of Ms.
Graves’ attorneys, theornzed that
Hinojos injured the child with a
powerful karate blow after dis-
tracting him from a football game
onTV.

Witnesses testified Monday
that Hinojos was a skilled karate
scholar and had once punched a
man unconscious at Midland
nightclub.

“He was trying to waich the
Dallas Cowboy's game, so he did
the same thing to Bradon that he
did to that poor man outside the
(nightclub),” Hinkley said.

Tom Morgan, who also repre
sented Ms. Graves, said the case
was one of the hardest he's seen
in his 24 years of practice.

In closing arguments Tuesday,
he defended Ms. Graves from
attacks that prosecutors made on
her choice to live with Hinojos for
two years after Bradon’'s death.
They had two children together in
that time.

Ms. Graves “wanted to believe
his death was cause by a con-
genital defect,” Morgan said.
Doctors who examined Bradon in
the emergency room couldn’t tell
if the child died of abuse or a birth
defect, Morgan said.

“It was exciting to her that Cain
accepted both of them — her and
Bradon. You heard her say her
relationship with her father was
not the best, and Cain was her
only source of comfort,” Morgan
said.

LIFE AFTER THE TRIAL

Ms. Graves has lived in Stan-
ton since fall of 1998 — just about
the ime she became suspicious of
Hinojos. She decided to move
back into her parents’ home.

Word travels fast in that tiny
farming community just 15 miles
east of Midland. Instead of getting
sneers or rude looks, Ms. Graves,
got sympathy and condolences
from residents.

“Lots of people called. When |
was out in the public, people
would stop me and give me their
support,” she said. ““That and the
Lord helped me get through.
These people said they'd do any-
thing for me.”

Now, after all the controversy
and TV cameras are out of her life,
Ms. Graves plans on resuming a
quiet life in the town of 3,000.

“I'll stay in Stanton for now.
Then, I'm going to play it by ear.”
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WEATHER BUSH: Navy,

Midland forecast

(From 1A)

Thomburgh, a former govermnor
of Pennsylvania, adds, “This
important civil nghts le tslalum

— strongly champione

Etsn:bnt dunng its uumnderanuns
y Congress — provides a sig-
nificant vehicle to secure access

to the mainstream of Amerncan
society for those 54 muillion
Americans with physical, mental
and sensory disabilities. (Thom-
burgh’s son, Peter, now 39, was
the victim of a car accident In
1960 when he was four months
old. He suffered senious brain
injuries, causing mental retarda-
tion.)

Manifesting his concern for
human rights, Bush visited the
infamous Nazi concentration
camp at Auschwitz in Poland in
1987 when he was vice president
of the United States. He told me
at that time the the visit made him
determined not just to remember
the Holocaust, but, more impor-
tant, to strengthen his resolve to
renew America’s commitment to
human rights the world over.

He quoted Nobel Peace laure-
ate Elie Wiesel, a Holocaust sur-
vivor, who last week was In
Macedonia, visiting refugees
from Kosovo: “In extreme situa-
tions, when human lives and dig-
nity are at stake, neutrality is a
sin.

Elie Wiesel, now a professor at
Boston University, spoke at a
recent Millennium Evening at the
White House on “The Perils of
Indifference: Lessons Learned
From a Violent Century.’” He lat-
er told me that in the years he has
known George Bush, he always
found him to be sensitive to
issues related to human nghts.

“As vice president, he dlrecleJ
the rescue mission that brought the
surviving remnant of Ethiopian
Jews to Israel,” he adds, “and he
was instrumental in enabling a
group of Nobel laureates to go to
Poland, still under the dictatorship
of Gen. Wojclech Jaruzelski.™

And if Bush had his presiden-
cy to live over, what would he
have done differently?

“I would like to have been a
better communicator so | could
have convinced the Amencan
people in 1992 that we were not
in a depression, that the economy
had recovered,”” he says. “We
handed the Clinton Administra-
tion a fast-growing economy, but
I could not convince the people or
the media that this was so.

He describes as “wonderful’™
his 12 years in the White House
as Vice President and President,
but he continues to feel a sense of
“sadness’’ that he was not given
another four years “to fimish what
I had begun.”

In Rev. Billy Graham’s view,
George Bush lost that election
“mainly because his campaign
people did not work hard enough,
and some of his advisors gave him
wrong advice. There was also an
element of over-confidence due to
the favorable polls.™

Gen. Brent Scowcroft, Bush's
National Secunity Advisor, stull
considers it a “tragedy’’ that
Georgé Bush lost the 1992 elec-
tion and did not have four more
years “to build the sense of close-
ness with other foreign leaders —
which could have done so much
to promote a closer world com-
munity.’’

For his part, Bush continues,
that if he had had his way, he
would have won the election
“because 1 would have done a bet-
ter job of getting out the facts and
the benefit of our programs, and
| would have gotten more legis-
lation through Congress.

“For instance, the economy
was better than it had been report-
ed,”” he recalls, “but the media
pounded me on how bad things
were. When | said we were not 1n
recession, the press ndiculed me.
It turned out that the recession
ended in the spring of 1991."

If he could turn back the clock,
what decisions would he have
changed?

“Given the way history worked
out, raising taxes was not good
because it got at my word,”’ he
recalls. “People said that I broke
my word, and that i1s a regret.
Raising taxes was my worst deci-
sion. | lost the election because of
the economy. Yet, what | was say-
ing — at the ime — about the
economy was true.’’

On other decisions, Bush
believes that his wisest was hav-
ing “mobilized the world to stand
up against aggression  in the Per-
sian Gulf.

He descnibes the start of Iraq’s
invasion of Kuwait as “a cntical
moment in world history. ™

On that night — Jan.16, 1991
— he invited Rev. Billy Graham
to the White House for prnivate
prayers. The next moming, he
conducted a prayer service — A
Program for Peace’” — for the
Bush Cabinet, congressional lead-
ers and Marnines at a chapel in Ft.
Myer, a military compound iIn
Virginia. “Our prayers were for a
short war,”’ Rev. Graham says,
“and one that would be followed
by a long penod of peace in the
Mideast.”’

He also told me that Bush will
be remembered in history for hav-
ing put together a coalition of
nations in the Gulf War and that
much of that was due to his own
relationship with world leaders.
“He got along well with them,”
he adds, “and that means a great
deal durning cnises.”’

For his accomplishments, Bush
cites has housing initiatives, his

education progrun Amenca
2000 — and his national energy
strategy. He says he was more
successful when he was able to
work with state governors on
issues such as his welfare reform

rams, his crime-prevention
?n'::l’lgﬂtl ve and the Anmpzcans With
Disabilities Act. "My Adminis-
tration deserved credit for those
ininatives,”” he recalls, “and we
received none.’’

In foreign affairs, Bush con-
siders among his most significant
achievements the START 1l
Treaty, which he signed In
Moscow (Jan. 3, 1993) during his
last foreign trip as President. He
also singles out Desert Storm, the
United Nations coalition in 1991
to liberate Kuwait from Iraqi
domination.

He says he was satisfied with
START Il, and, in terms of his-
tory, Desert Storm led to many
things, like people lalkmg Eac
in the Mideast and the U
the sole country to which peop
turn to solidify their dcmocrames
He notes that his Secretary of
State, James A. Baker III, initiat-
ed the Mideast peace process that
began with multilateral talks in
Madnd in October 1991. "We
made dramatic strides, which his-
tory will record,”” he states. “You
would never believe that Arabs
and Israelis would be talking to
each other. No one thought we
could get that done. Well, at least
we got it started, and that hap-
gened largely because of Desert

torm.”’

Bush recalls that he leamed
much from the courage of Russ-
1an President Bonis Yeltsin, when,
in August 1991, he climbed on a
tank to talk to the crowd sup-
porting him against the hard-line
Communists. 1 was appreciative
of what Mr. Yeltsin said about me
being hls first and most stalwart

suev

ith all of his accomplish-
ments, what continues to trouble
George Bush and his associates 1s
the perception that he was a
“wimp."" In retrospect, how does
he view that image”?

“Well, I never convinced the
Washington press corps of what
my real heartbeat \vas about, " he
says. “l don’t think I came
through as a caring person, and
one with a sense of humor. And
the press felt | was postunng to
get away from my lvy League
background when I played horse-
shoes or listened to country
music. Some, like Newsweek (in
1988), had me down as a ‘wimp.’
Some said I wasn’t tough enou
| believe my record in life enti
me to a better assessment than
that, but I couldn’t get around their
misperceptions.

According to Rev. Graham,
Bush is “anything but a wimp —
look: how he handled the Gulif
War, Everyone has faults, but he
has fewer than almost any leader
| have known."™’

Gen. Scowcroft, co-author with
Bush of “A World Transformed™’
(Knopf, 1998) — puts 1t this way:
“One misperception is what
became known as the ‘wimp fac-
tor." That was the view that he was
unwilling to make tough decisions
or stand up for his beliefs. That
was a total misperception because
he fully demonstrated his decisive
manner in the way he, as Presi-
dent, conducted the foreign and
military policy of the United
States. By the ume he became
President, he was not only a true
foreign policy professional but he
knew the leaders of virtually
every country. That enabled him
to establish a personal diploma-
cy that | believe is without paral-
lel in the presidency. He com-
municated directly with an enor-
mous number of foreign leaders.
He listened to their problems,
explained his views, discussed
what U.S. policy was, or should
be, thus adtfi?lg a new and invalu-
able dimension to Amenca’s abil-
ity to act and be accepted as the
leader of the world.

“Another misperception is that
he is a patrician or a blue blood
with an anstocratic approach.
But that’s not so. He 1s warm,
fniendly and outgoing. | never saw
him, even as president, put on airs
or any kind of impenal manner.”

Further describing Bush, the
man, Gen. Scowcroft says that in
the years he has known him, he
has “developed and become broad
and deeper, because he is willing
and eager to leam. He was, and
is, a patient listener and has a good
way of eliciting the views of oth-
ers on all issues.”’

He adds that, as president,
Bush's judgment was basicall
instinctive rather than analytical,
but that it was based on extensive
probing discussions with princi-
pal advisors before he made deci-
S10NS.

On the eve of his 75th birthday,
George Bush — looking younger
than his age — presents a picture
of a man full of vitality brim-
ming with confidence. He still
possesses an innate sense of
decency, but is a complex per-
sonality. He is as tenacious as he
IS unassuming.

He singles out two of many
turning points in his life: joining
the Navy in 1942 and moving
from the East Coast to Texas after
graduating from Yale. “These two

Pick 3 Texas

AUSTIN (AP) — The Pick
3 winning numbers drawn

Wednesday by the Texas
Lottery, in order:
4-7-7

moves really chnpged hfe in
many ways “M
move to Texas changed my life
because | learned a lot about entre-
preneurship and risk-taking.”’

His first job was as a clerk in
an oil-equipment company in
Odessa, and he soon rose to
become co-founder and president
of an oil drilling company.

Twenty years ago, as a Repub-
lican prcsui:nm] candidate, guush
appeared on the NBC news pro-
gram ‘Meet the Press’ to explain
why he should be elected Presi-
dent of the United States; and how
he would make a difference In
American life — from the Oval
Office.

“I believe a man can make a
difference,’’ he pointed out. “I'd
like to re-awaken our sense of
pride in ourselves as it applies to
our relationships abroad. People
abroad are wondering, ‘Does the
United States want to lead the free
world anymore?" "’

He also told Godfrey S rlmg
of the Christian Science NF
“I want to demonstrate, and I'u:lp
Americans demonstrate — given
our strengths — that we can cope
and solve problems, particularly
our domestic economy. Once we
solve these problems, | believe we
can offer a better life to ev
in America. So | am motivated by
that.”’

How has Bush’s philosophy
changed over the years?

“I am not sure there has been a
fundamental change,’’ he told me.
“I hope I have become more tol-
erant of the different opinions of
others. I feel even more convinced
that the United States of Amen-
ca must stay involved in the world
and be the leader.

“You know, there was a ume
during the Cold War days when
I had only disdain for Russia and
China. That has changed a lot. We
must stay engaged with both
nations. We must look at the big
picture and work closely with both
of these powers — not doing it
their way, but not always bashing
them, either.”

I asked Bush for his views on
the current crisis in Kosovo.

His response: “I will not cniti-
cize President Clinton and, thus,
I will say nothing more.™

Concerning the revelations of
surreptitious Chinese espionage
allegedly involving four Amen-
can administrations, Gen. Scow-
croft, speaking for the Bush
Administration, told me, “In the
four years as President Bush's
National Secunty Advisor, | do
not recall an issue of Chinese espi-
onage at the nuclear labs being
brought to my attention.”

Dr. Condoleezza Rice, director
of Soviet and East European
Affairs, National Security Coun-
cil in the Bush Admimstration
(1989-91), told me that there is no
one who is more deserving of the
title ‘public servant’ than George
Bush.

1 most appreciated his integn-
ty and his devotion to America,’’
she adds. “And I'm especially
grateful to him for the way that he
handled the end of the Cold
War "

Dr. Rice, now provost at Stan-
ford University, notes that in the
former president's book, “A
World Transformed,”” Bush
describes his final phone conver-
sation with Milchail Gorbachev
only moments before the Soviet
president resigned and brought to
an end 75 years of Soviet com-
munism.

“Mr. Gorbachev was clearly
looking for affirmation that this
fateful decision would be good for
the world,”’ Dr. Rice points out.
“Why might you ask, would the
Soviet president call the president
of the U.S.at that moment? It
speaks volumes about how Pres-
ident Bush had managed difficult
issues. He was tough, vigorously
pursuing America’s interests and
skillful in his diplomacy.

“His leadership was quiet and
persistent. But he was also com-
passionate and humane. He found
a way to treat this great, defeat-
ed, but still dangerous adversary
with respect and dignity. That,
more than anything, allowed the
Soviet Union to ship quietly into
the night — to collapse with a
whi , not a bang. We all owe
President Bush a great debt for
that.”’

As Bush's secretary of State,
James A. Baker III traveled to 90
foreign countnies as the U.S. con-
fronted the unprecedented chal-
lenges and unities of the
post-Cold War era. “l think his-
tory will treat George Bush very,
very well,”” Baker told me. “He
was president at a ime of remark-
able global change. The world, as
he and I had known it all our adult
lives, changed fundamentally
with the collapse of communism,
the end of the Cold War and the
implosion of the Soviet Union.

“In addition, duning his presi-
dency, America successfully
fought the Gulf War and Panama.
Through his leadership, Germany
was reunified as a member of
NATO and Israel and all of her

Lotto Texas

AUSTIN (AP) — The
winning Lotto Texas numbers
drawn Wednesday by the
Texas Lottery:

4-10-13-32-38-50
(four, ten, thirteen, thirty-
two, thirty-eight, fifty)
Estimated Lotto Texas
jackpot: $10 million

East Coast p|votal moves

face to
facc for the ﬁm time at the
Madrid peace conference.

Secretary Baker adds: “Anoth-
er accomplishment was to make
the national security apparatus of
our nation work the way it should
— without the usual nvalnes,
backbiting and counterproduc-
tive leaking to the press. That
enabled us to manage properly the
historic changes that occurred
around the world from 1989 to
1992."

Baker, an intimate Bush friend
of 40 years, also served in 1997
as the envoy of U.N. Sec-
retary General Kofi Annan to
mediate direct talks between the
parties to the dispute over West-
ern Sahara.

“Friendships mean a lot to
George,” Jim Baker writes in his
hook “The Politics of Diploma-

" (Putnam, 1995). “Indeed, his
loyalty to friends is one of his
defining personal strengths. Yet
some have suggested it became
one of his greatest political weak-
nesses and that out of concern for
their friendship, he stayed loyal
for too long to people who hurt hus
presidency.”

Gen. Scowcroft concurs: “If |
observed any faults, it was per-

haps that George Bush was too
loyal — in that he would support
colleagues and associates even
after it had become nt that
they were not uately suited to
the jobs they held or were about
to hold.”

In 1974, when Mr. Bush was
head of the laison office in Chi-
na, it was a restricted period as far
as contact with the Chinese lead-
ers was concerned. He set out to
learn about the people and the
country, nonetheless. He even
studied Chinese. He and Mrs.
Bush bicycled around Beijing,
asked questions, invited the peo-
ple to their home and dcvcloped
a real feel for them and their cul-
ture.

In 1976, when Bush was
appointed by President Ford to be
director of the Central Intelligence
Agency, Gen. Scowcroft was his
(Ford s) National Secunty Advi-
sor. “I saw how Bush was

more and more about for-
eign policy,”” Gen. Scowcroft
says.

“It was not so much his foreign
policy expertise, although he was
well versed as a result of hus U.N.-
and China positions, but what he
did in restoring the morale and
self-respect of the CIA. The
morale at CIA was at rock bottom
after the congressional investiga-
tions of the Pike and Church com-
mittees. Even today, Bush is con-
sidered to be the agency’'s most
revered CIA director.”’

“ Friday: Bush reflects on the

'imagc of the Ertsidcncy. ;

Midland-Reporter-
Tolognm

Amw
Published each moming by the
Hearst Corporation, Midland

Reporter-Telegram Division, 201 E.
llinois Ave., Midland TX 79701. Peri-
odicals paid at Midland TX
79711. POSTMASTER: Send
address changes to the Midland

Reporter-Telegram, P.O. Box 1650,
Midland TX 79702.

Readers’ guide
MAIN NUMBER:
915-682-5311
Out-of-town: 800-542-
3952
e-mail address:
mrt @ basinlink.com
classified e-mail address:
mriclassified @ basinlink.com
Web site: www.mrt.com
Texas Online Connection:
498-2323
Texas Online Information:

To subscribe 688-2700
| 688-2700

Qut-of-town 800-542-3952

Customer service hours

Monday-Friday 6 a.m.-5 p.m.
Saturday 7-11 am.
Sunday 7-11 a.m.

HOME DELIVERY

PAID-IN-ADVANCE

1Yr. SMos. 3dMoa 1-Mo.
$14400 $7200 $3600 $1200
$11400 $5700 $2850 $650

MAIL RATES —
TEXAS/NM

1¥r 6Mos. J-Mos 1-Mo

Dasly and
Sun $19800 $9900 S$4650 $1650
Sun Only $13200 $6600 $3300 $1100

MAIL RATES — OTHER USA

1¥r. 6-Mos  3}-Mos Mo.
Dasdy and
Sun $39600 $19800 $9900 $3300
SunOnly $12300 $6600 $3300 $1100

Foresgn and other rates furnished upon Jequest
Al subscnphons payable n advance

Sat/Sun

LB, a0, B, B 0, 0, 0 B, 0, d_ i 0, il i 0 b,

® 0 % W _8_ i _N_#_0

has no
signifig
any grc

liwe
said. "l
i, 1t’s ¢

The ¢
to the

first 1
special
part of
rates.
help de

status ¢
Cum




1sh fnend
d in 1997
U.N. Sec-
Annan to
'ween the
ver Weslt-

a lot to
ites in hus
Diploma-
ndeed, his
ne of his
gths. Yet
t became
cal weak-
ncern for
yed loyal
0 hurt his

urs: “If 1
was per-
) was (oo
d support
ates even
arent that
y suited to
ere about

Bush was
ce in Cha-
nod as far
ese lead-
set out to
» and the
He even
and Mrs.
| Beijing,
1 the peo-
leveloped
their cul-

ush was
Ford to be
itelligence
ft was his
rity Advi-
Bush was
about for-
scowcroft

s foreign
gh he was
his U.N.-
it what he
orale and
IA. The
ck bottom
investiga-
urch com-
sh is con-
CYy's most

Is on the

g by the
Midland
on, 201 E
)70 1. Peri-
idland TX
- Send
Midland
Box 1650,

MIDLAND REPORTER-TELEGRAM, THURSDAY, JUNE 17, 1999

MISD: Midland schools follow trend of improving scores

(From 1A)

numbers are equal to or a few
points below the state passing
rates, though a handful of dis-
crepancies are wider. The eighth
grade reading test scores lagged
furthest behind the state this
year, with 82 percent passing
compared to the state average of
88 percent.

Data were not furnished
Wednesday that showed a com-
posite passing rate of all students
at all grade levels. Nor were
scores broken down by ethnici-
ty — though the district has
received some of those numbers
from the TEA.

“We have some preliminary
data, but | haven’ lsmdzledltlothc
extent that I can cite it now,” said
Joe Cummins, MISD executive
director of administrative services
who compiled Wednesday’s
report. Cummins added that he
has not seen any data showing
significant underachievement of
any groups of students.

“We do have a gap,” Cummins
said. “But, last time I looked at
it, it’s closing.”

The data also did not conform
to the new state standard being
adopted this year, which for the
first ime will count the scores of
special education students as
part of distnicts’ overall passing
rates. That data ultimately will
help determine the accreditation
status of MISD and its schools.

Cummins said he has pre-
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“viewed the special education
data with pnncnpals and found
that it would tend to lower pass-
iIng rates from one to three
points.

So why was the data not
included in Wednesday's pre-
sentation? Cummins said it had
been excluded in order to give
more of an apples-to-apples com-
panson between state and district
SCOres.

“The state 1s still exempting
more (special education students
from taking the TAAS) than we
are,” Cummins said.

Reports have shown a
statewide increase in exemp-
tions, especially this year now
that the new standard is in effect.
According to the Texas Educa-
tion Agency, more than 30,000
special education students who
took the TAAS in 1998 may not
have taken it in 1999.

Based on a preliminary exam-
ination, Cummins said, “Our
data doesn’t show we exempted
more students than we did 1n any
other year.

Data were not presented on
Wednesday conc .« n:ng the num-
ber of exemptions.

As might be-expected, results
varied more widely at the cam-
pus level than at the district lev-
el. At DeZavala elementary this
year, every third-grade non-spe-

cial educauon student
the math portion of the TAAS, a
leap from the 75 percent who
passed the year before.

Fannin Elementary also scored
a perfect passing rate on its
third grade reading test, up three
percentage points from the year
before.

Some schools, however, did
not fare as well at certain grade
levels and on certain tests as they
did in 1998. The passing rate on
the third grade math test plum-
meted at Washington Elemen-
tary, from 87 percent in 1998 to
57 percent this year, though offi-
cials claim such fluctuations
may be due to the small number
of students at that school in that
grade.

In sixth-grade, which 1s larg-
er at Washington, math scores
held steady above 80 percent
passing and sixth-grade reading
scores went up 10 points to 82
percent passing.

Cummins said it would be dif-
ficult to determine how each
school might be rated by the
Texas accountability system this
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year until the full TEA report
arnvca this August.

“I don’t know that 1 want to
make a prediction,” said Cum-
muns. ““The data is here (for some
schools to possibly improve their
accreditation rating). Whether
attendance data and other things
are going to be compatible (with
state standards), we’'ll have to

According to 1999 TEA stan-
dards, to be rated “acceptable” a
school must have a 45 percent
passing rate on each section of the
TAAS and within each ethnic and
socioeconomic group of signifi-
cant size. Before reaching “rec-
ognized™ status, schools must
have an 80 percent passing rate,
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Whether you like classic,

contemporary or casual...we
have the La-Z-Boy® recliner that
will make you feel right at

home. Choose from our
large selection of La-Z-Boy*
recliners that rock, glide,
swivel...even recliners that

give you a massage. And for
a limited time only, they're

budget as comfortably as

201 East lllinols
5 blocks east of downfown

mda%pcrocntl:hreslwldmust schools were rated “acceptable,”
be crossed to warrant “exem- except Houston Elementary,
plary” status. which achieved “recogmized™

In 1998, MISD and all of its status.

ust for Dad.

FOr FATHER'S Day, give your dad a tailored
shirt he’ll love wearing. In stripes and
solids, our classic and contemporary
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New junior high
matter of pride
for Big Spring

esidents of Big Spring have every
Rright to be proud of their new junior

high school, scheduled to be on dis-
play to the public for the first time Friday
during an open house.

It has been a long time coming and was
completed only after the commitment of
$10.2 million and a year of delays. But
good things do-.
not happen
overnight.

The new Big Tlmes change
Spring Junior

High School, in and with it so
l ;|
the words of Prin- must institutions.

cipal Bill Tarleton
and Big Spring ISD Assistant Business
Manager Ron Plumlee is a state-of-the-art
school facility designed for the educational
needs of today’s students. As such 1t
includes more than 60 television sets
throughout its 150,000-square foot campus,
a telephone system by which teachers can
contact the main office in the event of an
emergency, and other up-to-date features.

Tarleton 1s visibly pleased with the new
school building saying, “They ve done such
a beautiful job putting this thing together.”

Of course, there 1s a nostagic note 1n the
story of the new junior high. With its open-
ing, the old Runnels Junior High School
will no longer function as a junior high.
Many current Big Spring residents attended
Runnels, which dates back almost eight
decades. No doubt many Big Spring resi-
dents will feel a twinge of regret with the
debut of Big Spring Jumior High School in
the fall.

That’s OK, however. Times change and
with it so must institutions. New facilities
replace old. Runnels Junior High School
has a long history in the annals of Big
Spring’s public education. Now it’s time for
Big Spring Junior High School to write its
own history.

GEORGE WILL

OPINION

Thursday, June 17, 1999

History has disproven catalyst of thought

ASHINGTON—When in 1988 Gor-
bachev declared competition the essence
of socialism, Francis Fukuyama said:
**We've reached the end of history.’’ In 1989, the
year of the fall of the Wall, Fukuyama published,
In Thc National Interest quar-

terly, *“The End of History?"
Wldc read, fiercely debat-
ed ancr frequently misunder-
stood, 1t had remarkable
fecundity as the catalyst of
serious thought about politi-
cal choices after the death of
communism.

Since then, Gorbachev has
appeared in a Pizza Hut ad,
and Fukuyama’s thesis — call
it melancholy triumphalism
— has seemed confirmed. It
1s that the exhaustion of ide-
ological alternatives to bourgeois liberalism —
rights-based, pluralist, market societies —
presages the unification of mankind in agreement
on the fundamental aims of life.

History, he argues, is directional, progressive
and approaching its destination. However, the
agreed-upon aims of life are banal — constitu-
tionalism and consumerism, a world made safe
by tamed governments and publics sedated by
matenal satiation.

This tranquillity will be purchased by the triv-
1alization of man, who will be reduced to the mate-
nal appetites of his animal nature. Yeats, in per-
hapethis century’s most quoted couplet, said:

The best lack all conviction, while the worst are
full of passionate intensity. However, throughout
history the best, too, have usually had passion-
ate intensity, without which bravery and other

SPEAKING Ourt

Agricultural imports should be checked

forms of nobility are unlikely.

I'en years on,
Fukuyama, now with George Mason University,
has pubhshed again in The National Interest,
“‘Second Thoughts.”" He affirms the premise of
his earlier argument. However, he retracts, for
ominous reasons, his conclusion about the human
project approaching finality.

His premise is that two motors drive history.
One 1s economic, meaning applied science — from
steam power to computer chips — which increas-
ingly punishes societies that do not maximize,
through markets, the dispersal of decision-mak-
ing. History’s second motor is what Hegel called
the individual’s ‘‘struggle for recognition,’’
meaning equal dignity as a moral agent, which lib-
eral democracies affirm with a panoply of rights.

In the 1990s U.S. foreign policy looks like
Fukuyama’s mises transmuted into policy
through what he calls *“three interlocking pn:::ﬁ:
sitions constituting a ‘democratic syllogism.

positions are:

First, liberal democracies rarely fight one anoth-
er.

Second, the correlation between a certain lev-
el of economic. development and democracy
strongly suggests that economic development is
the most efficacious promoter of democracy.
Above ‘‘a level of $6,000 per capita GDP in 1992
parity purchasing power,”’ says Fukuyama,
““there is not a single historical instance of a demo-
cratic country reverting to authoritarianism.
Spain, Portugal, Greece, Taiwan and South
Korea all made their transitions to democracy at
or near this magical figure.”’

Third, the best way to promote growth is glob-
alization — integrating nations into internation-
al trade and capital markets.

Fukuyama says the “‘evolutionary logic’’ of his-
tory, imparted by ‘‘the integrating forces of eco-

nomic modernization,’’ is not refuted by the per-
sistence of nationalisms and ethnic con-
flicts in Rwanda, Somalia and the Balkans, or the
cultural resistance of Islamic theocracies. In 1999,
even more clearly than in 1989, only democracy
legitimizes a regime, and s alternatives
to market arrangements, principally the **Asian
development model’’ exemplified by Japan's state-
directed development, seem discredited.

And yet, says Fukuyama, his ‘‘end of history™’
thesis was wrong. It assumed that human nature
is a known constant. But to assume that, there
would have to be an ‘‘end of science,’’ and par-
ticularly of biology, the source of the new neu-

ology, and perhaps soon much else.

Just with the wides use of Ritalin and
Prozac, ‘‘a major revolution in the control of social
behavior has been launched in the past decade
without fanfare or significant debate.”” And that
major revolution is minor compared with the
gou:mial alterations that may be made ible

y manipulations of the structure of DNA.

Our understandings of political justice and gen-
eral principles of morality reflect our under-
standing of human nature. Hence all bets about
the destination of directional history are off when
that nature becomes malleable — something not
given by God or evolutionary inheritance but by
human artifice. This artifice can Uce new
motors of history, with unknowable potentials for
good and evil.

In a sense, Fukuyama's thesis — that human
history is no longer driven by passionate differ-

ences — is not vulnerable to what science does:

It will not really be refuted if human nature is abol-
ished and post-human history begins.

George Will's column is distributed by the
Washington Post Writers Group.
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House Speaker
Hastert wants
reinforcements

rap on Speaker Dennis Hastert 1s

I that he’s not Newt Gingnich. For con-

servatives, that's a shame. For mod-

erates, that’s just fine. For those who like

a politician to be something he is not, they
have Bill Clinton.

A wvisit with the
Speaker last week
reveals a kind of prin-
cipled pragmatism. It
1s founded on Repub-
lican core beliefs, but
tempered with the
realization that, given
a six-seal majonty K&
with no philosophical §
unity on which to con-
struct a voting bloc,
there 1s a limit on :
what he and his major- p
ity can do without reinforcements. ’

““We’'ll have a tax cut bill on the fl
of the House by the 26th of July. We'll have®
a tax cut bill out of the Senate Financd
Commuttee by the 26th of July. | think
that's what the people want. I don't know

my O
ily to

ANOTHER VIEW

Bill’s requirements
toughen education

We 're a bit surprised at the shock registered by some

| -
L A

education professionals about Senate Bill 103. The
requirements of the bill — passed by the Legislature
this year and signed into law by Gov. George W. Bush
— are simple: Texas students must leamn to spell and
use punctuation correctly, and they must be able to do
math without a calculator.

Judging by some of the reaction, you'd think that the
little darlings were being required to redesign the space
shuttle.

““We have teachers who never had to do spelling when
they were in school,”’ said Karen Hibbs, director of sec-
ondary education for the Birdville school distnct.

Perhaps the reason for the alarm s that spelling, punc-
tuation and math (without a calculator) skills will now
be measured on the Texas Assessment of Academic
Skills. That’s the test by which the state judges not only
the performance of its students but that of its teachers
and schools as well. Careers hang in the balance if stu-
dents don’t do well on the TAAS.

That’s as it should be. The TAAS was designed
because we need to know how well students are leamn-
ing — and how well they are being taught — the basic
knowledge that we want our public schools to give them.

In the past, students have not been graded on the
spelling and punctuation that they used in the essay por-
tions of the TAAS. SB 103 changes that.

The bill’s math requirements are not so much of a

problem, because schools already were required to for-
bid the use of calculators for the TAAS in most grades.
Educators say that Senate Bill 103 will put more pres-
sure on some teachers.
That's OK. Spelling and punctuation and math are
worth the effort.
— Fort Worth Star-Telegram

ToODAY IN HISTORY

Today i1s Thursday, June 17, the 168th day of 1999,

There are 197 days left in the year.
Today's Highlight in History:

On June 17, 1775, the Revolutionary War Battle of

Bunker Hill was fought near Boston.

On this date:

In 1856, in Philadelphia, the Republican Party opened
its first convention.

In 1885, the Statue of Liberty amved in New York City.

In 1928, Amehia Earhart embarked on a trans-Atlantic
flight from Newfoundland to Wales — the first by a

woman.
l. 1940. France asked GEITI”MI’ for terms of surren-

der in World War Il

B! Sharon Klﬂ

If you eat you are involved in agriculture. Mark
Twain said you should never tell people your prob-
léms because B0 percent of them won't care and the
other 20 percent will think you deserve them. But
the problem of excessive import-
ed cotton and cotton products
affects all of us and we don't
deserve 1t.

You don't have to be in the cot-
ton business to feel its impact. If
you sell any product to anyone 1n
the cotton business or if you pro-
vide services such as financing,
medical treatment, haircuts, auto-
mobiles, fuel or whatever, the
same bell that tolls for us in the
cotton business tolls for you.

To put the problem in further
perspective, it's estimated that for
every | bilhion square yards of
textile and apparel imports that
come nto this country, 100,000
:\mcnun Jﬂ.h opportunities are Eornorly she
ost. Imports are depriving Amer- <id
ican workers of millions of job L‘!*" @ resident of

e . | idkiff. She has
opportunities. That's payrolls tak-
en away from Americans by
textile and apparel imports and
those are payrolls that would have
infused new business, new rev-
enue, and new consumer buying
power into citiesn and commu-
nities all across the nation.

Go to a retail clothing store and look closely at the
label on the cotton products you find there. I'm talk-
ing about the country-of-ongin label, the one that tells
where that particular productwas made. Chances are

Sharon King, a
resident of Mid-
land for two
years, works for
an agricultural
products firm

been with the
National Cotton
Women's Com-
mittee for 12
vears.

it won't take you long to discover that more than half
of those coftton products weren't made here in the good
old United States. The odds are that the cotton in those
products was grown overseas, 100, not in places hke
Texas or in Midland County where farmers and their
families buy your products and avail themselves of
your services, but in countnes like China, Russia, and
Pakistan, whose farmers and their families are not
what you'd call your everyday local customers.
Cotton is not the only Amernican fiber grown that
1s losing out here at home. Imports have penetrated

at the marmage penalty and inhentance
death taxes which hurt small business
farmers.”

Hastert suspects the reason for the angsl'
among his cntics 1s the difficulty in gcn
ting the Republican message through Ih'
post-Monica, post-impeachment and nov§
post-Kosovo Washington. About critig
cism of his leadership, the former wrestling
coach and teacher of the Constitution saysg
““The only way to win is to bring peopl

what the formula is, but we’ll be Imk:‘;

an
'

more than 65 percent of the American wool grow- | R
ers' domestic market, and over half of U.S. man-made ~ COnservative, our margin is too small n

fiber producers.

If imports are not checked in one way or another,
and soon, American textile mills andapparel plants
will become virtually non-existent, and so will the
American cotton farmer, the American wool grow-
er and the Amencan man-made fiber producer. And
if that happens, how many of you will still be doing
the volume of business you need to make a decent

living”?

together. Whether you're a moderate

to pull together to get things done. We don
have the luxury to be fractionalized so t

15 or 20 people can go off at their lcis::g
and do their own thing. But in order for
to add to our majonty, the people are gﬂi:ti
to have to see that this Congress and the
Republicans are doing good for the cnuns
try. It’s to the advantage of our adversanes’
not to let us do anything. Their game plal}

will divide us, dnive wedges, slow us downw

We can lick the textile import problem without help 1y, °11 pick off six o whistever the
from the federal government. It will take longer,but .. P ooy !’

it can be done. We the American people who long

The Speaker offered new details about.

ago learned that there is one thing more important ;s dealings with Hillary Rodham Chntoir

than our independence, and that is our interdepen-

which might be of interest should she

dence. We depend on each other to live together, work  decide to run for the Senate from Nﬂr
together and build together a better community for  york.

our famihies and for generations to come.

Six years ago, Mrs. Clinton and a ﬁtaﬁ-

When you shop, guard that interdependence. Insist  that met in secret were attempting to nations.

on and buy products with the proud label,
the USA.” Time after time, it has been shown that 3 dinner.”’

“Made in  alize health care. ‘‘In June, 1993, we ha.d-

Hastert recalls. “‘It was Mrs.'

when it comes to making or breaking a product the  Clinton, Rep. John Kasich, four or five oth-

American consumer is all-powerful. Your purchas-

er people, and me. | was the last one to ask’

ing power can be even more potent than the ballot
you cast on election day. Vote against imports when

a question. | said, ‘Mrs. Clinton, have yof-
thought about medical savings accounts;

you buy. Vote for products that are grown and made

in the USA.

&

(MSAs)?" She said, ‘They won’t work.’ 'l-
said, “Why not?’ She said, *Well, for twe’
reasons. People are greedy. Thcy | warﬁ-
to take that money and won’t get the ser-
vices for their fam:ly — the screenings, me
ventive care.”

Hastert says he told Mrs. Clmtunthalpm..
of it is an educational process to informa®
people that if they do certain things they III:
be healthier. He recalls her saying, Nu,-
no. The government will tell them whcn.
to get the screenings, when to get the pre~
ventive care. That’'s how wc re going to de,
it in my health care plan.™” '

Hastert says he Ihnughl to hlmxf:lf

““That’s dictatonal.”” Asking her the sec-
ond reason for her doubts about MSAs, he'
says she responded, **All that money goes-
to the private sector and the federal gov-'
emment will spend that money better than.
the private sector will.™ |

Cal Thomas’ column is distribyed by the

Los Angeles Times Syndicate
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Gore opens presidential bid with stress on family values

T —

CARTHAGE, Tenn. — Vice
President Al Gore officially
opened his bid for the Whltc
House
Wednesday
by outlin-
Ing his
vision of a
Gore presi-
dency but
making only a small effort to dis-
tance himself from President
Clinton.

“With your help, I will take
my own values of faith and fam-
ily to the presidency — to build
an America that is not only bet-
ter off, but better,’’ Gore told a
gathenng of a thousand or more
supporters gathered in front of the
Smith County courthouse in this
small Tennessee town of 3,000.

In a voice sometimes raspy
with emotion, Gore mentioned
Clinton only twice. He praised
the president — and himself —
for bringing down the budget
deficit and creating 19 million
new jobs. And he told the cheer-
ing crowd that Clinton ‘‘was
right to stand for freedom’’ in the
jast-concluded NATO bombing
campaign over Yugoslavia.

' Beneath a hazy sun in a cour-
thouse square festooned with
Gore 2000 banners, the 51-year-
old president sought to etch a
vision for his own presidency
after six years of waiting in the
wings under President Clinton. It
was a vision focused on cultur-
al issues that frequently defy gov-

content . !
BiG SPRING® (S0P 220

emmental solutions.

His remarks came a day after
a television interview in which he
said the Monica Lewinsky sex
scandal that nearly consumed the
Clinton presidency: had made
1998 ““an awful year’’ in which
he tried to “‘provide some sta-
bility and continuity’’ by show-
ing up “‘for work every day to
keep things moving in the right
direction.”’

Gore’'s speech Wednesday was
laced with phrases in Spanish —
an apparent appeal to Hispanic
voters, a key Democratic con-
stituency.

"*Without action, words mean
nothing although they might be
nice ones,’’ he said in Spanish at
one point. ‘‘My friends, we will
continue working together, hand
to hand, for the future of our fam-
ilies and children.™

And he said that success in

closing the budget deficit meant
only that Amm.ca must tumn its
attention to “‘a deficit of even
greater ... the time deficit
in family life; the decency deficit
in our common culturg; the care
deficit for our lmlc ones and our

clderly parents.’
Flanked by his wife, Tipper,

their four children and his moth-
er Pauline, Gore ticked through
campaign themes that set
Democrats and Republicans
apart. He said he favors abortion
rights, legislation regul<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>