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MISD to address policy following breach

Credit protection, procedure changes among proposals
g Aot  MoreonmisD [ TR

request with MISD tor the details of Acosta’s pumish

| MISD Superintendent Ryder Warren: Plan to help prevent nt but MIS vk Tt tis Hke A Boiaie
Midland ISD is prepared to make a sizable investment another personal information loss ment, but MISD has appealed the request to the Attorney

General's othee
In student secunty. “As a district, we have alwavs had discussion about
. " . f . L 1. - AVl « dy s J0] OISO USSKHYTY a 1§
Superintendent Ryder Warren will ask the MISD board Page 4A -

f : M i - | 1 b I secunty the phh sical securnity of students and statt and
rus S VIO or a Ooval 10 uUse - mMoncey o . ' ' ' _

) e - -d} e g e = Our View: MISD shows plans to make sure data losses the SseCurity of our data. Warren said. “We just did not di
provide a year of credit protection to all 14,000 current

_ P he d H don't happen again A j,_'mnl ;nh rlmklny It a par O an ongoing L-wr}.iL:x aCcin

nounced last week. Page 10A expectations
The final price tag has yet to be calculated. but Warren

expects it will “absolutely  be approved by the board an unlocked pickup belonging to Deborah Acosta, MISD  “That’s what this plan addresses’
Providing credit protection s part of Warren s four-part  jropout prevention/recovery and at-risk coordinator. All

plan to address the fallout of the data breach and preventa  ¢cyrrent seventh-graders through high school seniors are 'he plan will also analyze exasting data protection
similar sttuation from hup[\'nlﬂg again believed to be affected. as well as graduates going back procedures: provide detailed. step-by -step directions
I'he compromised Social Secunty numbers and birth 1o the class of 2008. Students who moved away from the

dates were on a laptop and external hard dnve stolen from district but fall in that age range are also among those with Please see MISD/HA
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Midland
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Attorney General Eric Holder testifies Jan. 29 on Capitol Hill in Washington. in an assertion of same-
sex marriage rights, Holder is applying a landmark Supreme Court ruling to the Justice Department,
announcing Saturday that same-sex spouses cannot be compelied to testify against each other,
shouid be eligible 1o file for bankrupicy jointly and are entitlied 10 the same rights and privileges as

federal prison inmates in opposite-sex marriages.

Holder applies same-sex
marriage ruling to Justice

By Pete Yost

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — In
an assertion of same-sex
marnage rights, Attor-
ney General Enc Holder
1s applying a landmark
Supreme Court ruling to
the Justice Department,
announcing Saturday that
SAME-SEX SPouses cannol
be compelled to testify
against each other. should
be eligible to hle tor
bankruptcy jointly and are
entitled to the same rights
and privileges as federal
prison inmaltcs in opposite
SCX NAITIagoes

I'he Justice Department
runs a number of benehts
programs. and Holder said
same-sex couples will
qualify tor them. They
include the September
| Ith Victiim Compensa-
tion Fund and benehts to

surviving spouses of public

safety officers who suffer
catastrophic or fatal inju-
ries in the line of duty.

“In every courthouse,
In every proceeding and
in every place where a
member of the Depart-
ment of Justice stands on
behalt of the United States.
they will strive to ensure
that same-sex marriages re-
ceive the same prin IIL';_:L'\.
protections and nights as
OPPOSHE- SCX MAITIAges
under iederal law. Holder
saird in prepared remarks to
the Human Rights Cam-
paign in New York. The
advocacy group works
on behall of lesbian. gay,
bisexual and transgender
cqual nghts

Just as in the civil nghts
struggles of the 1960k,
the stakes in the current
Lenceration over same-sex
marriage rights “could not
be higher,” sand Holder

“The Justice Depan
ment s role in confronting
discrnimimation must be as

aggressive today as it was

in Robert Kennedy's time,”

Holder said of the attorney
general who played a lead-
ership role in advancing
civil nghts.

On Monday, the Justice
Department will 1ssue a
policy memo to its em-
ployees instructing them
o give lawful same-sex
marnages full and equal
recognition, to the greatest
extent possible under the
law.

Holder s address 1s the
latest application of a
Supreme Court ruling that
struck down a provision 1n
the Defense of Marriage
Act defining marrage as
the umon of one man and
one woman. The decision
apphes to legally mamed
same-sex couples seeking
federal benefits.

After the Supreme Court
decision last June, the
Treasury Department and
the IRS said that all legally
married gay couples may
file joint federal tax re-
turns, even if they reside in
states that do not recognize
same-sex marriages. The
Defense Department said it
would grant military spou-
sal benefits to same-sex
couples. The Health and
Human Services Depart-
ment said the Defense of
Marriage Act is no longer
a bar to states recognizing
same-sex marriages under
state Medicaid and Chil-
dren’s Health Insurance
Programs. The U.S. Ofhce
of Personnel Munu;_.:::-
ment said it is now able 1o
extend benefits to legally
married same-sex spouses
of federal employees and
annuitants.

Holder told his audience

B The Justice Depan
ment will recognize that
sAme-sex spouses ol
individuals mnvolved in
civil and criminal cases
should have the same legal
rights as all other mamed

—

AP file photo

couples. including the nght
to decline to give testimo-
ny that might violate the
marital privilege. Under
this policy, even in states
where same-sex marriages
are not recognized, the fed- |
eral government will not
use state views as a basis
o object to someone in a
same-sex marriage from
invoking this rnight.

@ The U.S. Trustee
Program will take the posi-
tion that same-sex married |
couples should be eligible |
to file for bankruptcy
jointly and that domestic
support obligations should
include debts such as
alimony owed to a former
SAME-SEX SPOUSE

@ Federal prisoners in
same-sex marriages will
be entitled to visitation by
a spouse. inmate furloughs
during a cnsis involving
a spouse. escorted tnps to
attend a spouse s funeral.
correspondence with a
spouse and compassionate
releas@or reduction in sen-
tencé based on an inmate's
spouie being incapacitated.

happens next is uweﬂ:in.
recourse and continued
months ahead.
um in her most detailed account alleged in

an open letter published Feb. | by The York 11mes
that Allen “sexually assaulted™ her when she was 7
yemoldauhePurows Connecticut home, renewing a
2a;mm the movie director that was first leveled
nl

Allen responded in a letter posted online Friday night
by the Times that insisted “of course | did not molest
Dylan.” He instead claimed the young Dylan had been
coerced and misled by her mother, Mia Farrow. The two

mth the E)mbilny of

| acrimoniously separated after Farrow discovered Allen

was having an affair with her daughter Soon-Yi
Previn, who was 19 or 21 at the time. (Her date of birth
IS uncertain.)

“I loved (Dylan) and hope one day she will grasp
how she has been cheated out of having a loving father
and exploited by a mother more interested in her own
festering anger than her daughter’s well-being.” said
Allen, who married Previn in 1997 and has two adopted
daughters with her.

Mia Farrow has yet to comment on Allen’s letter.
Representatives for Farrow didn’t respond to messages
left Friday night and Saturday.

Allen ended his letter by declaring it would be his
“final word on this entire matter."”

But the rampant debate sparked by Dylan Farrow's

- accusation will likely continue to stir questions over the

alleged molestation, how claims of sexual assault are

. publicly weighed, and the legacy of Allen’s acclaimed
work as a hlmmaker.

Filing criminal charges would be difficult for Farrow.
In Connecticut, Farrow had until age 20 to file charges.
(She is now 28, married and living in Flonda.) In 2002,
Connecticut extended the cutoff to age 48, but that only

- covers cnimes since the change. Exceptions can be made
- for the most serious sexual crimes.

Connecticut state prosecutor Frank Maco, who inves-

- tigated the charges in 1993 but is now retired, has said
he believes the statute of limitations ran out on the case
| years ago.

Farrow could hle a civil suit against Allen. Though a
suit would offer the opportunity to retry the case in civil
court, 1t would insure a drawn-out, very public battle
that would be taxing for all involved.

The history of the case is clouded by a 1993 inves-
tigation that was full of contradictions. Allen wasn’t
charged and a team of child abuse specialists from the
Yale-New Haven Hospital brought in by prosecutors
concluded Dylan had not been molested. But Maco
claimed there was “probable cause™ for charging him. In
the custody battle, Judge Elhott Wilk concluded Allen’s
behavior with Dylan was “grossly inappropriate and that
measures must be taken to protect her.”

\ disciphinary panel found that Maco may have
prejudiced the custody battle by making an accusation
without formal charges.

Fun Facts Sponsored by

FRANKLIH FOLIAGE

API

Sorving
Landscape & Water Features that Conserve Water,
Outdoor Rooms, Low Voltage Lighting Systems

Humans are the only primates that don't have pigment in the

West Texas Since 1981"

685-3521

www.franklinfoliage.com

paims of their hands.

* & @ & & % & & " " " 0 e & & & & » B 8 »

Thirty-five percent of the people who use pommal ads for dating

are already married.

-

Quallﬁedd Experlence

ol L I_;"Il Uﬂj] {4 9T

Mannv Natividad
For Tax Assessor Collector

cl and Certlﬁed

R— "

Free and

CANE DOR

PIZZA »

WOrried about your memory.
or someone else’s?

Come join us at Legacy Ranch for
Dementia Awareness &
Education Night

Monday, February 17, 2014

Learn about the signs and symptoms

4800 Briarwood, Midland, Texas 79707
For additional info call:

432-694-5600
| EGACY RANCH

ALZHEIMER’S SPECIAL CARE CENTER
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6:00 pm |

of dementia!

Open to the Public!

Fresh, oven baked pizza provided
by Cane d’Oro Pizzal
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MISSISSIPPI
K-9 dog fired from one job, may get another

GULFPORT — Fred the K-9 didn’t cut it with the
Gulfport, Miss., Police Department but he may still find
respectable employment elsewhere.

The Sun Herald reported that Fred did fine on patrols
and sniffing out drugs, but sometimes got distracted, stop-
ping to play with a soda can he spied on a floor while
searching a building, for example.

US K-9 Unlimited in Kaplan, La., agreed to take Fred
back, but the Harrison County Sheniff’s Office in Missis-
sippi has expressed interest in him.

K-9 Unlimited owner Roger Abshire said the 3-year-
old Belgian Malinois he bought in the Netherlands was
selected out of hundreds of dogs, so his talent is not an
ISsue.

Abshire said Fred's first Gulfport handler took medi-
cal leave and Fred didn’t bond the quite same with the
second partner.

BOSTON
Bottle released by scientist in 1956 found

It was April 1956, and the No. | song was Elvis Pre-
sley’s “Heartbreak Hotel.” At the Woods Hole Oceano-
graphic Institution on Cape Cod, scientist Dean Bumpus
was busy releasing glass bottles in a large stretch of the
Atlantic Ocean.

Nearly 58 years later, a biologist studying grey seals ofl
Nova Scotia found one of the bottles in a pile of debris on
a beach, 300 miles from where it was released

“It was almost like hinding treasure 1in a way,” Warren
Joyce said Fnday.

The dnft bottle was among thousands dumped 1n
the Atlantic Ocean between 1956 and 1972 as part of
Bumpus’ study of surface and bottom currents. About 1()
percent of the 300.000 bottles have been found over the
years.

Joyce found the bottle Jan. 20 on Sable Island. about
| S miles southeast of Halifax

He contacted scientists at Woods Hole and dutifully
gave them the time and place information Bumpus had
asked for in a postcard inside the bottle. His reward will

be exactly what Bumpus promised in 1956 to anyone who

returned a bottle: a SO-cent prece

“1 didn't want the reward. but they said they are send
Ing 1t to me anyway. Joyce said. chuckling

Joyce said the bottle had been sand-blasted over about
75 percent of 1ts surface. He could sull read the words.
“Break This Bottle.” so he pried off the rubber stopper
Inside. there was a note from Bumpus explaining that
the bottle was among many being released to study the
ocean

In those days. there was no other way to study currents.
sard Steven Jayne. a senor scientist at Woods Hole

“"We didn 't have satelhites to track currents hike we do
now. So the only thing you could do was to see where
something started and where it ended up.” he sand. “That
was a pretty good approach.”

LIsing the number on the postcard. Woods Hole work
crs tracked the bottle found by Joycee to a group of 1)
released not far oft Nova Scotia on Apnil 26, 1956

Woaods Hole archivist David Sherman said three other
bottles from the same batch were found within a few
months after they were dropped 1n the ocean: two 1in Nova
Scotia and a third in Eastham. on Cape Cod. There s no
way to tell for sure when the bottle Joyce found washed
up on Sable Island
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Border collie wins Westminster show agility trial

- By Jennifer Peltz
Associated Press

NEW YORK — A
border collie named Kelso

SR

about 225 othrdop to
nel Club show’s first agility
competition.

Owned by Delaney
Ratner, of?qn Elizabeth,
Maine, Kelso §

. jomped,
dart;d;n u';l;c clambered bet-
ter competition to
break ‘new ground at West-
minster. The winner was
one of 35 border collies
entered in the competition.

A husky mix called
Roo!, owned by trainer
Stacey Campbell, of San
Francisco, got a special
award for the best mixed-
breed dog at the event.

The agility trial added

| a dynamic, fast-growing

sport to the nation’s
best-known dog show

and marked the first time
mixed-breed dogs have ap-
peared there in 130 or more
years. Dogs are judged on
accuracy and speed as they
navigate jumps, tunnels.
ramps and other objects
off-leash, with handlers
guiding them via calls and

- signals.

Established decades ago.

- agility 1s an increasingly
. popular canine pursuit. The

number of dogs competing

- 1n agility tnals sanctioned

by the Amencan Kennel

. Club, the governing body

for many canine events,

has grown by nearly 50

percent over the last five
years.

But at Westminster, the
sport 1s playing on dog-
dom’s biggest stage. The
final rounds night were
televised on Fox Sports 1.

“It’s very special being
here because of West-
minster s prestige. said
Westbury-based dog trainer
and breeder Andrea Samu-
els. who had hve papilions
In Saturday s contes!

Agility ahcionados
say the sport 1s a canine
confidence-builder that
creates rapport between
dogs and owners and pro-
vides a healthy outlet for

a u s§

MEN

"".lt"'ﬂ' i assOCiate 1 Special-orager any | (5

'}h’r_”’.hi e L]; (5 LU

and they will be

DON'T SEE YOUR FAVORITE STYLE
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John Minchilio/AP

Sky, an Australian Shephard, runs the weave poles dunng the Masters Agity Championship at
Westminster staged at Pier 94 in New York on Saturday The competition marks the first time mixed
breed dogs have appeared at Westminster

high-energy dogs that need  a substantial shaft for a can go nose-lo-nose with
something to occupy them dog show that has long their purebred peers. Ani-
Saturday s compet been purely purebred turd mals-nghts advocates who
tors spanned 63 different Westminster featured some  have cnticized Westmin-
breeds, from the diminutine mixed breeds early on but ster. and dog breeding in
papillions to such big dogs  not since at least 1554, general. call the develop-
as Doberman pinschers Organizers say ment a good step. though
Many represented Mixed-breeds — or what  they sull plan to protest the
breeds known for then the show calls “all-Amer traditional part of the show
agility chops. But then ican dogs ™ — still can't next week
rnvals included breeds with compete tor the sought Westminster othcals
physiques that don’t neces alter Best in Show trophy vay adding mixed-breed
sanly scream “mimble. But their inclusion in the contestants helps the show
About 16 of the com agility contest has broughi make good on 1ts aim to
petitors didn't represent cheers from owners eagel honor all dogs and their
any one breed at all, in o show that everyday dogs  roles in people’s hves
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Things to do

Tocay

@ Trout Fishing in America, 3:30
p.m., Yucca Theatre. 5704144

= West Texas Kennel Club Dog
Show at Midland County Horseshoe
www.midiandhorseshoe com

@ Midessa Boat, RV, Sport & Gun
Show at Ector County ~
mdessaboatshow.net

Monday

@ Gordon Lightioot at Wagner
Nodl Performing Arts Center. www

=

@ Teen Craft Night at Midland
County Public Library Centennial
branch. www.co.midiand. tx.us
Wednesday
m Ballet Arkansas.al Wagner
Noél Performing Arts Center www

£om.

@ Watoto Children's Chour, 6:30
p.m_ True-Lite Chnstian Fellowship
Church. watoto.com

& Improv at the Yucca at Yucca
Theatre mctmidiand.org

Friday
@ Chnistopher Cross and Stephen

Center. www.wagnernoal.com

@ West Texas Winds “Around the
World™ at Midiand County Pubiic
Library Centennial branch. www
co.midiand. b us. www.Co.mdiand.tx us.

@ All About Women's Expo at
Midiand County Horseshoe. www
mudiandhorseshoe . com

Biack History Month

“The Afncan Amencans: Many
Rivers 10 Cross”™ screenings. Tuesday
Thursday and Feb. 27 at Midland
College Scharbauer Student Center
Carrasco loom mudiand edu

Meetings this week

County commissioners

9 a m Monday

Midiand County Courthouse
auxiary courtroom.

500 N Lorane St

MISD

5:30 p.m. Monday
First fioor boardroom
615 W Missoun Ave

Greenwood ISD
7:30 p.m. Monday
Distance Learning Center
Greenwood Hgh School

City Council

10 am Tuesday

Council Chambers Crty Hall
300 N. Lorane St

Club meetings,
support groups today

@ Toureftes synarome support
group, 2 p.m., Neuroscence Iinstitute.

3610 22nd St . Odessa. Pam Weaks
806-438-6601, pzweaks @ yahoo.com
or Rene Howell, B0G-549-7788

= Overeaters Anonymous, 4:30
p.m.. B&J Plaza, 206 N. Midkiff Road
Suite 1-D; 553-1031

Alcoholics Anonymous — hotlin 1
580- 7868

Narcolics Anonymous — hotiine
582-2926

Community calendar

8 Midiand County Repubican
women will meet 11 30 am Wednes-

day at the Petroleum Club. Speakers
nclude canddates for local and state
offices. Luncheon tickets are $20 n
advance and $25 at the door To make
a reservabon. call 520-3500 or go 10
WWW.MCIW US

@ Genealogy off the Shelves
S planming a workshop 10am -2
pm. Saturday featuring professional
genealogist Lioyd DeWitt Bockstruck
Workshop 10pics are names. deeds
and wills and probate records

Lunch will be served For more
nformaton. call 742-7440

@ The George W Bush Child-
nood Home monthly reading event 1S
planned or 4 30-530 pm Feb 20 Ths
month's leatured book s “| Like Musc

Each child will recerve a copy of the
nook . Refreshments will be served To
make a reservaton call 685-1112

Lowest job
rates in nation

The lollowing are the lowest
Jnempioyment rates in the nahon from
December accordng o the Bureau of
Labor Stahstics

Bismarck N D 28
Logan, Utah 28
Midiand 28
Fargo N D 3C
Ames. lowa (R
owa City. lowa 3 1
Houma-Bayou

Cane- Thibodaux La 31
Lincoin. Neb 31
Swoux Falis SD 3 1
Buriington, Utah 31
Lafayetie La 33
Odessa 34

TODAY IN MISD

From 1A

how to track a child’s credit
history; and contract with

a socm:ynd firm for an audit
of data and equipment
protocols, pending board
approval.

“1 want com-
ing in and saying, * 's
the best Ices in our
industry,” Warren said,
adding he hopes to beﬂn
soliciting bids as quickly as
possible.

The timeline for imple-
menting internal proce-
dures is ongoing, Warren
said, but all MISD staff
must be retrained on
regulations, procedures and
equipment by Feb. 21.

Laptops taken from
MISD buildings must also
be addressed by adminis-
trators, Warren said.

Some district employees

- work from school cam-
- puses and may not see their

" own offhice for more than

Bishop at Wagner Noél Performing Arts |

a week at a ime. Warren
said earher this week. Ad-

- ditionally: 1t 1s necessary

' 1o keep this information in

. one place because Texas
- requires school districts

to track dropouts, Warren
said.

According to MISD’s
student records policy, per-
sonally identifiable infor-
mation — which includes
Social Secunty numbers

-~ and birthdates — can be

e —

released without written

to MISD’s website, the
student’s birth certificate,
Social Security card, cur-
rent immunization record,
proof of address and for-
mer school records must be
presented in order to enroll
a new student.

“I've got so many staff
members who go to so
many different places,
they ve got to have that
laptop with them,” Warren
said.

An exact solution has
not been decided upon, but
possibilities include requir-
ing laptops be checked in at
night or eliminating exter-
nal hard dnives for storing
student data, he said.

w N
|'-

we re doing.
“All the things
we need to do as a result of
this, | know are already in
place.”
President Rick Davis
said he is confident the

I know

board will approve of the
steps to make sure the dis-
trict doesn’t find itself in a
similay situation ever again.

“It was a mistake that
was made — an honest
mistake — and it was one
that was capitalized upon
by a thief,” Davis said. “We
can’t forget the fact that
a thief 1s what has caused
this problem.

“But in any event, there’s
no question that we can
learn from this event.”

S Average home prices
Jim Gaines. an economist at the Real
Estate Center, said Midland 1s seeing an Austin
mcrease in home prices primarily because U@ - a0y
the supply 1s so tight in the city.
At the end of last year, the inventory was Midiand
3.2 months, which translates to having just Average .. . . $264,600
under SO0 homes on the market. M i RS $235,
A balanced market in a traditional met-
ropolitan area is about a uiﬁf- month supply. wl wrmernll - $261 400
he sard. But for Midland, Gaines said a 3 Median ... $187.600
and a half- or four-month supply would be
the norm. which is the equivalent to about Dallas
' 540 to 615 homes ol the market. Average .. - $260,200
Because of the tight supply in Midland. Median ... $197.800
Gaines predicted that home prices will San Antonio
continue to increase throughout this year T — $212.600
as long as the energy sector doesn 't col- YRR " $171.100
lapse ~
Warren Ivey. Region 6 vice president for & 08
the Texas Association of Realtors, 1s not m """"""""""""""""" ::Z%
surprised that Midland has higherhome 7 T '
prices than some of the state’s largest San Angelo
cities. He's a real estate agent who serves AVETBQDE ............ooommmmtn,sasessiens $170,400
both the Midland and Odessa markets. Median ..... e
“It might be surprising. | guess. to the El Paso
| population but we've been in the strong AVOIBg® ... $168,900
' price structure probably over the last three Median - asinii $146.100
years, Ivey said. “So 1s 1t surprising to
me” Not really. I'm glad we're in this Lubbock
position. You might consider us to be in ‘l ml : | ::;;%
sellers” market.
Ivey said he thinks Midland's home Abilene
prices are just catching up with the rest ol Average $130.100
the state and that 1t shows that the ity has Median .. $108,700

Source Bureau of Labor Statistcs |

SENATE

Lottery

Pick 3 moming: 8-5-9

Pick 3 day: 0-8-3

Pick 3 evening: 6-8-3

Pick 3 night: 5-9-4

Daily 4 moming: 6-9-4-2

Daily 4 day: 6-7-4-8

Dally 4 evening: 0-3-2-2

Daily 4 night: 1-6-9-1

Cash Five: 4-59-10-37

Lotto Texas: 7-16-17-26-42-51

Powerball: 24-25-34-37-54
PB: 29 Power Play: 2

All or Nothing moming: 1-2-3-9-
11-13-16-17-19-21-22-24

All or Nothing day: 1-3-6-9-10-12-
13-14-15-17-22-24

All or Nothing evening: 1-2-46-7-
10-12-13-14-15-16-24

All or Nothing night: 1-5-6-8-9-11-
12-13-15-17-22-24

Today in history

On Feb. 9, 1964, The Beatles made
thew first ive Amercan lelevision
appearance on “The Ed Sullivan Show”
broadcast from New York on CBS. The
G.I. Joe action was introduced
at the American Toy Fair

1 Naw York

a healthy local economy

“I think that shows that we're in a strong
market. but we¢ re not that much ahead of
the rest of the state. he sand. “We re in the
top five, but not at such a number that oth

ers can 't catch up and surpass us

Even though Odessa 1s only about 20
miles west of Midland and 18 also seeing
CNOrMmMous eCconomic grnu.'!h from the ol
industry boom. home prices there sull fall
considerably shorter than Midland s

In Odessa. the average price sits at
SE77.700. nearly 33 percent lower than the

average price in Midland

“You can buy the same house in Odessa
tor a hittle bat less than what you can pay
tor 1t in Midland.” Sales said “That s
certamnly true in Lubbock and some of the

other areas as well

'he population in Lubbock 18 nearly
double the size of Midland, yet the AVCR
age home price in that city 18 $147.700.
according to the latest data. which comes

from November in this case

Home prices in other West Texas cities

such as San Angelo and Abilene — are
also well below those in Midland. The av-
crage price in San Angelo, for instance. 18
5170400 and the average price in Abilene

iIs ST30 1(0)

Only tour cities out of the 48 that the
Real Estate Center analyzes record higher
average home prices than Midland.

Average prices in Austin are the highest
- 1n the state, according to the data. The

From IA

. transparency 1s beyond

me, Schiger sand

Canon also compared
both their backgrounds by
saying that Seliger has been
a career politician while
he has been in the private

- sector for most of his

professional life. Other than
his time on City Council
from 2000 to 2007, Canon
has been an oil and gas
attorney.

“He's a lawyer,” Seliger
said. “He's never been in
business while I've been
in small business for 35
years. For him to not know
the difference between law
practice and small business,

it sounds dangerous.”

wl'?:l Mﬂm:

than 1in Austin

Source: Real Estate Center
at Texas AEM University

average home price in the ¢ty s 529 3000
and the median price 18 5227 2000 The me
dian price in Midland. however s higher

Collin County. Fort Bend and Montgom
cry County also post average home prices
higher than those in Midland But Madland
tops the median home price in Montgom

ery County. which 1s north of Houston

['he median home price there is S21 3,100,
according to data

Games said Austun traditionally boasts
the highest home prices in the state be

cause of the types of jobs invanlable in the

region and the max of ditferent industnies
around the metropolitan arca

Houschold income s the No
that drives the cost of home Prices in AUS
tin, Collin County. Fort Bend and Mont
gomery County. he sand

Sales said the same s becoming increas
ingly true in Midland as well

“The reason that the prices are going

] Ti".. {R]!

up 1s because we have great population

as well

campaign trail at the kxc
tor County Republican
Women's campaign forum
on Jan. 20.

At that forum, Canon
maintained a stance against
Proposition 6, a constitu-
tional amendment to be
voted on in November that
would provide funding for
water projects out of the
state’s rainy day fund, be-
cause he believed that water
issues should remain on the
local level.

Seliger questioned why
Canon did not provide a so-
lution if he does not support
Proposition 6.

Furthermore, he said
Proposition 6 can help local
areas, such as Midland, for

Another issue that has
arisen during their cam-

growth, Sales sand. “People are com

ing here 1o take some of the jobs that are
available. Yes, houses are more expensive,
but jobs are plentiful and more lucrative.

paigns was then
supporters

Canon criticized the
donations Seliger received
from PACs. adding that he
himself does not want to be
viewed as person influ-
enced by special interests.

According to the last set
of campaign finance reports
released Tuesday, Canon
has a $77.874 war chest,
while long-term incumbent
Seliger has $1.5 million on
hand.

“His candidacy 1s being
run ial interests.”
Selizm referencing to
Empower Texans, an Aus-
tin fiscal responsibility PAC
operating an anti-Seliger
website, senatorseliger.com.

2 ¥l
> s

for many of our
in which a theft of a
personal information for
students.
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her per
information loss

s most Midlanders who follow the Reporter-Tele-
gram and our local TV/radio stations are aware,

this was a tough week for the school district and
community members. A situation arose

caused the loss of
of current and former

First and foremost, | personally apologize for this situ-

ation. The state and federal
information to be given to
protect that data.

ments require so much

SD, and we are charged to
of my staff members was the victim

of theft, but we have to do a better job of protecting the
data against the possibilities of theft like this one in which

we are dealing.

Secondly, | am compelled to explain how MISD will
deal with the issue at hand and describe what steps will

be taken to negate the

possibilities of this being repeated.
This plan will be presented to the members of the MISD

board of trustees for their input and guidance, and *hen we
will initiate all parts of the plan. The initial points of this

plan are as follows:

Point |: To support the affected parents, caregivers and
students, the district will publish specific, step-by-step
instructions on how to track their children’s credit history.
Some of the comments we’ve taken this week allude to
the fact that the credit websites are not as user friendly as
need be, so we are going to break down all requirements
of these websites and post the “how to” directions on the
MISD website to better assist caregivers and students on

how to track their data

Point 2: | will recommend to the MISD board of trust-
ees a financial package to help place protective measures
on children’s data if needed. My recommendation will
consist of MISD partnering with CSID to provide a
one-year subscription to “Breach Protector,” which 1s a

- credit monitoring and dentity theft restoration coverage.

According to the letter we will send our caregivers and
former students. CSID 1s an independent company that

| specializes in protecting and restoring its subscribers’

credit and identity. 1if those have been compromised.
Point 3: MISD 1s going to completely analyze (and

' change where needed) both the content and the applica-

tion of our data protection proceduics to target all MISD
employees regarding the responsibilities we all carry in
the protection of student and employec data

This task will require several different steps. Examples
of these steps include the following: (1) imtial needs
Cassessmient toadentity procedural concerns: (2) policy/
procedure revisions to address known concerns: (3)
distnct-wide tramning of staff: (4) implementing technol-
ogy secunity measures: and (5) further revision of policies/
~ procedures if necessary

\san admimistrative team, we have already researched
several ideas regarding these protective steps

lust a tew of the examples we ve discussed tor these
imitial recommendations consist of all MISD staft being
retramned on current processes and new tramning to occur
tor new procedures by Feb. 21 We feel our regulations,
procedures, equipment and expectations must be reempha
sized tor sateguarding student and emplovee data.

We are also looking at our procedures tor specihic hard-
ware and equipment requirements. Because of their posi-
tions. hundreds of MISD employees necd different levels
of access to student data. but the uses of otf-site laptops
must be assessed. Also, not allowing the use of external
storage devices (external hard dnives and Hash dnives)
lor copying and storing sensitive data. such as student o
personne! records, will be addressed. Finally, the distngt
s planning to assure that all distnct Laptop hard drives wall
be encrypted by computer policy

Point 41 will be recommending to our school board
members that MISD contracts with an external secunity
tirm to conduct a tull audit ot all of our data and equip-
ment protocols. We conduct iimancial and curmiculum stud
IS every vear to make sure we are up to standards in both
Iinancial practices and our instructional programs. but we
have to assure we are also seouring data and cquipment as
best we can, so getiing an outside. expert opinion will be
of much value to the distnet as we mosve forward

Our commument to parents, carcginvers and students ol
our commumty 1s that we will absolutely take more steps
to sateguard our children, and we wall learn much trom
this CXPCTicnce Thank you tor your support of our ¢ hools
and tor your support of our kids. It anyone has questions
concerning the issues in this article or about anything clse.
Please do not hesitate to contact me at rvder warren(@

mdlandisd net or 689- 1001

Olympic viewing: NBC’s
opening ceremony editing

\nm HH{';! ,“n v A

Highhights from cover
dgc ol the Sochi Winter
Olympics:

NBC's EDITING: In a
sign of how closely NBC s
actions are being watched.
the website Deadspin
compared a specch that
International Olympic
Committee President
Thomas Bach made with
the edited version NBC

atred and headlined a story,

" “NBC Edits Out 10C Anti-

Discrimination Statement
From Opening Ceremony.”
True. NBC also left in
another anti-discrimination
statement by Bach. He
made a point about the
value of tolerance more
than once in his speech.
You could argue that the
stronger statement was
edited out — but not that
NBC altered his message.
Rich Ferraro, spokesman
for the gay rights advocacy
group GLAAD, said Satur-
day he had no comment on
the editing. He said NBC’s
networks don’t appear 10
by @ying away from the

1ssue of how gays and les-
bians are treated in Russia,
and they should keep it up.
RATINGS: An esti-
mated 31.7 milhion people
watched the opening
ceremony Friday night.
the Nielsen company said.
That’s down | million from
the audience for the 2010
Winter Olympics opening
ceremony in Vancouver,
which was televised hve.
NBC prefers a comparison
(o the last Winter Olym-
pics opener shown via tape
delay, from Turin in 2006,
which was seen by 22.2
million viewers. The indi-
vidual market with the best
ratings was Minneapolis.
TRAINING: NBC is
experimenting by airing
live figure skating during
the daytime on its NBC
Sports Network, while
showing tape-delayed cov-
erage of the same events
on the broadcast network
In prime-time. The plan
also gives on-the-job train-
ing to what may be its next
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Winter will not release its grip on the
northern half of the nation today as arctic
chill stretches from Montana to Maine.
The heart of the deep freeze will be over
the Dakotas, where temperatures will
struggle to reach zero. A large zone of arc-
tic high pressure will promote some sun
and dry conditions along with the chill.

Farther east, a batch of snow is forecast
to spread across the Ohio Valley and the
Northeast, leaving a couple of inches
of fresh powder in many places. Some
rain can mix in along the coast. A front
lingering in southern Flerida can trigger
spotty thunderstorms, but the remainder
of the Southeast is expected to be dry and
comfortable with some sun.

The warmest weather will be found
in southern Texas and the desert South-
west, where there 1s no end 1n sight to the

Missour.

Idaho.
FOCUS

csssssssssneseRane.

parched conditions. To the north, a cold
wind will sweep across the Plains, with
light snow extending from the Rockies to

A large shield of clouds is on tap for the
West as a moisture feed from the Pacific
continues to bring rain and snow to many
places. Another wet day will occur from
Northern California to the Washington
coast, with snow east of the Cascades
and into the mountains of Wyoming and

On Feb. 9, 1934, extremely cold air
spread across the Northeast, breaking
record-low temperatures. While Phila-

delphia dropped to minus 11, a record

e e —— ——

low temperature for any date, Stillwater
Reservoir, N. Y., set a state-record low of
minus 52 degrees.

Drought-rattled California welcomes storm

Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO —
Californians accustomed
o complaining about
the slightest change in
the weather welcomed a
robust weekend storm that
soaked the northern half of
the drought-stncken state
Saturday even as rain and
snow brought the threat of
avalanches, flooding and
rock shdes.

In Willits, one of 17 rural
communities that Califor-
nia’s Department of Public
Health recently described as
dangerously low on water,
City Councilman Bruce
Burton said he was cheered
seeing the water levels in
a local reservoir and his
backyard pond creeping up
and small streams flowing
again. The city in the heart
of redwood country usually
sees about 50 inches of rain
a year and was expected
to get about four inches by
today

“It's guarded optimism
We are a long ways from
where we need to be, bul
we have to start with some
sort of a raindrop.” Burton
said

The storm that moved in
Friday. powered by a warm.
morsture-packed system
from the Pacihc Ocean

known as a Pineapple
Express, dropped more than
7 inches of rain on Mann
County’'s Mt. Tamalpais.,
an average of 4 inches In
Sonoma County and one to
three inches in San Fran-
c1sco, San Jose and other
urban areas as of Saturday
moming, National Weather
Service hydrologist Mark
Strudley said.

With areas north of San
Francisco forecast to see
another few inches by
Sunday. the downpour,
while ample enough to
flood roadways and prompt
warnings that parched
streams could be deluged
to the point of overflow-
ing. by itself will not solve
the state s drought womes,
Strudley said.

“The yearly rainfall
around here, dt.‘pt:l‘ldiﬂg on
where you were, was less
than 10 percent of normal.
he said. “"The additions
from this last senes of
storms and the totals are
taking a dent out of 1t. but 1t
1s not a signithcant dent.

The storm deposited a ~
foot of snow of on the top
of Lake Tahoe ski resorts
that have relied on man-
made snow for much ol
the season, and elevations
above 7.5(0) feet were
expected to get another

Resthaven Memorial Park

Semi-Annual Cleanup
1st week of March / 1st week of October
ALL items will be removed.
If you wish to keep your items,

Please gather them prior to the cleanup date.

c-:ﬁ) esthaven (/Wzmo'tiaf Pak

4616 N. Big Spring St., Midland, Tx. 79705
432-684-5462

Star Your New Year with Our Health Far
¥ WEST TEXAS ¥
'HEALTH SCREEN'

February
8:00

February 3rd-7th and

10th-14th
- 3:00 pm

West Texas Health Profile
Reg. $180 — Now $55

West Texas Health Profile Plus
Reg. $429 — Now $85
Plus Many More Tests To Be Offered

Note: a $10 per person draw fee
will be added to all orders

foot or two by Sunday, said
Holly Osborrie, a National
Weather Service meteorolo-
gist 1n Sacramento.

The additions, which
followed some brief periods
of snow in the last week.,
already have improved
the outlook for the Sierra
Nevada snowpack, which
provides about a third of
California’s water supply.

Free with a

Everything you've told us you love. ¢
All inside our exclusive cosmetic
baF featuring an original

y

Lilly Pulitzer print.

Offer good while supplies last.

Quantities limited.

One of each gift to a customer, please.

Choose Your
Subtle or Bold

InE Gift,

Night Repair
Sumptuous Mascara

and Pink Comb

g/ Firming
L
-

-~
.
T
]
<
~
:

ESTEE LAUDER
2000, g

Our Best Sellers
Choose Your Gift

Estée Lauder
wrchase of $35 or more.
orth Over $120.

Lip and Eye Shades,

Pure Color Lipstick and
Pure Color EyeShadow Quad

Estée Lauder Pleasures Body Lotion

Call 1-800-345-5273 1o find a Dillard’s store near you
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- Basin Crab with Piquillo Pepper Vinaigrette

E ' y v a,lig |
- Red-Wine Braised Short Rib

or Risotto
-MBMM&!‘;MM: Served
p- mnmm«fhan«mmusmm

" Yy, R
. - Rigatoni Pasta: Artichokes & Zucchini with a

‘\VW Sauce served with choice of
G@dm"m

Reservations are not required
but are recommended. Full
menu will be available all day.

60/7AN"Colorado
? 68755696
WwwAbasinburgers¥com

- | .
= -
i i
. ;.F T ol T
- S -, - e
o .= = N -

!‘ Receive Mor

g

C hoose m N s v—— P ol b
mthwmh‘:: "0\-1“‘ Masses” pom \‘IO:-nnnllrﬂ.;ﬂtﬁ'
et . Ca . o .
HW:::-:—-—- ::_-’ “:- e = e




PAGE 6A

Experts increasingly contem

By Mike Stobbe

Associated Press

ATLANTA — Health
ofhicials have begun to
predict the end of cigarette
smoking in Amernca.

They long have wished
for a cigarette-free Amer-
ica but shied away from
calling for smoking rates
to fall to zero or near zero
by any particular year. The
power of tobacco compa-
nies and populanty of their
products made such a goal
seem like a pipe dream

But a confluence ol
changes has recently
prompted public health
leaders to start throwing
around phrases hke “end
game and “tobacco-free
generation.”” Now, they talk
about the slowly-dechning
adult smoking rate drop-
ping to 10 percent in the
next decade and to § per
cent or lower by 2050

Acting U.S. Surgeon
Genperal Bons Lushniak
last month released a Y80-
page report on smoking
that pushed for stepped-up
tobacco-control measures
His news conference was
an unusually anmmated
showing of anti-smoking
bravado, with Lushniak
nearly yelling. repeatedly.
“Enough 1s enough!”

"l can’t accept that we re
just allowing these num
bers to tnickle down,” he
saird, 1in a recent interview
with the Associated Press
“We believe we have the
[‘IllhllL' hL‘;ll_lh 10ols to gl
us to the zero level

I'his 18 not the first time
a tederal health othcial
has spoken so boldly. In
1984, Surgeon General C
Foverett Kl'ﬂip called tor a
“smioke-free society by
the year 2000). However.
Koop — a bold talker on
many 1ssues — didn t offer
spectfics on how to achieve
such a goal

“What s~ difterent hHLi}-
1s that we have policies
and programs that have
been proven to drnive down
tobacco use.” sard Matthew
Myers. prL""-HiL'f'.ll of the
Campaign tor Tobacco
Free Kids. “We couldn |
say that in 1984

Among the things that
have changed

B Cigarette taxes have
increased around the coun
iry, making smokes more
expensive. Though prices
vary from state to state. on
average a pack of ciga-
rettes that would have sold
for about $1.75 20 years
JgO would cost more than
iniple that now

@ L.aws banning smok
Ing 1n restaurants, bars and
workplaces have popped up
all over the country. Aurline
fhights have long been ofl
Lmits tor smoking

8 Polls show that
clgarette smoking s no
longer considered normal
behavior and 18 now less
popular among teens than
marijuana

@ Federal othaals are
InCreasingly aggressive
about anti-smoking adver
tsing. The Food and Drug
Administration launched o
new youth tobacco preven
ton campaign last week
At about the same time. the
Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention debuted
third. $60)-million round of
its successtul anti-tobacco
ad campaign - this one
featuring poignant. death
bed images of a woman
teatured in earher ads

B lobacco companies
once considered impery
OUS 1O |L';J.'Lil attack. have
suffered some huge deteats
in court. Perhaps the big
gest was the 1998 settle
ment of a case brought
by more than 4(0) states
demanding compensation
for the costs of treating
smoking-related illnesses
Big Tobacco agreed to pay
about $200 billhion and cur
tail marketing of cigarettes
1o youths

® thulllnp Ol cigarettes
1s changing. too. CVS
Caremark. the nation s
second-largest pharmacy
chain, announced last week
it will stop selling tobacco
products at its more than
7.600 drugstores. The
company said it made the
decision in a bid to focus
more on providing health
care, but medical and pub-
lic health leaders predicted
pressure will increase on
companies like Walgreen
Co. and Wal-Mart Stores
Inc. to follow suit.

“I do think, in another
few years, that pharmacies
selling cigarettes will look
as anachronistic™ as old
cigarette ads featuring phy-
sician endorsements look
gday, said CDC Director

& XN

Queens District Attorney Richard Br
announce a crackdown on cigarette smugglers and tax evaders

-

AP file photo

own, left, joins state and federal officials April 21, 2011; in the Queens borough of New York to
behind a display of cartons of confiscated cigarettes. Cigarette taxes

have increased around the country. Though prices vary from state to state, on average a pack of cigarettes 20 years ago would have
sold for under $1.75. They cost abuut $6 now .

Dr. Tom Fneden.

I'hese developments
have made many n public
health dream bigger. It's
caused Myers’ organiza-
tion and others to recently
tout the goal of brninging
the adult smoking rate
down to 10 percent by
2024, from the current 18
percent. That would mean
dropping 1t at twice the
speed it declined over the
last 10 years.

[iwe bigger goal s to
reduce US. smoking-re
lated deaths to tewer than
10,000, from the current
level of 440.000. But even
If smoking rates dropped to
zero immediately, 1t would
lake decades 1o see thal
benefit, because smoking
inggered cancers can take
decades to develop

But while some experts
and advocates are swing-
ing for the fences. others
are more pessimistfe. They
satd the key to reaching
such goals 1s not simply
more taxes and more local
smoking bans. but action
by the U.S. Food and Drug
Admimmistration to regulate
smoking

A 2009 federal law gave
the FDA the authonty to
regulate tobacco prod _
ucts. The law barred FDA
from outnight blocking
the sale of cigarettes, bul
the agency was lree to
take such pivotal steps as
prohibiting the use ol ap
pcaling menthol Havonng
in cigarettes and requin
ng cigarette makers to
ratchet down the amount ol
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addictive nicotine 1n each
smoke.

But nearly five years
after gaining power over
cigarettes. FDA has yet to
even propose such regula-
tons. Agency officials said
they re working on it

Many believe FDA'S
delay 1s driven by defense
preparations for an antici-
pated battery of legal and
political challenges.

A spokesman for Altnia
Group Inc.. the maker ol
Marlboro, said the compa
ny supports FDA exercis-
ing its regulatory authorty
over tobacco products. But
as a whole. the industry
has tended to hght regula
ton. Some of the nation s
largest tobacco companies

though not Altna —
sued to stop FDA -proposed
graphic warning labels on
cigarette packs. A federal
court blocked the ads.

“The industry makes
money as long as they can
delay regulation. said
Kenneth Warner, a Uni-
versity of Michigan public
health professor who s a
leading authority on smok
ing and health

Warner and Michigan
colleague David Mendes
estimate that. barring any
major new tobacco control
victonies, the adult smok
ing rate will drop from its
current |8 percent only to
about |2 percent by 2050
I health othaals do make
huge stnides. the rate could
drnp as low as 6 PCi ¢ni
they think

But Lushniak saud z¢ro
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Will that ever happen’

Some experts doubt it.
As long as cigarettes and
other combustible tobacco
products are legal, it's
likely some people will
smoke them. Efforts to
prohibit them are likely to
fail, they said. (Remember
Prohibition?)

“It’s hard to do a ban on
cigarettes because you re
laking something away
from people they have and
are using. Once you have
something, you hold ught.
said Richard Daynard. a
Northeastern University
law professor who focuses
On 1ODACCO 1SSUES

Better, he said, to bar
people from having a prod-
uct in the first place. He 1s
intrigued by legal efforts
in Singapore and a handful
of other countnes to ban
sales of tobacco to anyone
born after a certain year

2000, say. That would
be constitutional, he said.
'he question 1s: Would our
culture accept i’

Probably not, said Ruth
Malone. editor-in-chiel
ol the scientihe journal
Tobacco Control

“In our culture. we tend
to think we have a nght to
things even it they re ter
rible tor us.” she sand

ous alternative to regular
cigarettes. But there are
few studies exploring ex-
actly what chemicals are in
them, and in what concen-
trations, and whether those
levels are harmful.

They're controversial:
Some experts believe that
at a time when cigarette
smoking has finally
become passe in popular
culture, e-cigarettes may
re-glamorize puffing away
in public places. Cigarette
sales could surge.

“It could go in either
direction,” said John Sefirin,
the Amenican Cancer Soci-
ety’s chief executive officer.

But if the FDA can
ratchet down nicotine 1n
conventional cigarettes
o levels below what's In
e-cigarettes, perhaps every-
one who clings to smoking
will switch to the higher-
nicotine new products.
That could achieve the
end of smoking, at least of
combustible, carcinogen-
filled cigarettes — or so
the thinking goes.

In the past, “the country
really wasn’'t ready to
walk away from cigarettes,”
Daynard said. “I think the
country’s ready now.
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SALINE IMPLANTS, ANESTHESIA
SURGEON’S FEE AND
FACILITY CHARGES.

“We offer silicone gel implants for *1,000 more”
“because the implants themselves cost that much more”
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43 percent over me

By Mike Stobbe dh
Associated Press director 0"""“'
Highway Safety

ATLANTA — Children  /Association.
are dying less often in Teens and adults
traffic accidents: Over a account for the largest
decade, the number who  Share-of deaths, he added.
died in crashes dropped by The CDC study was not
43 percent, according to a ““m answer why
new government report. of younger chil-

Health officials have dren declined. But experts
said the increased use of z::'ﬁdw:wmm
car seats and booster seats requinng car
drove the decline. Still, seats and booster seats, and
one-third of the children in programs that promote
12 and under who died in  buckling kids up. |
2011 were not buckled up. ‘But there’s been a racial

“The first step is buck-  disparity in how well that's

ling Up. Every child, of ev-
ery age, on every trip,” said
Dr. Tom Frieden, director
of the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention.

The CDC report focused
on crash deaths of children
|2 and under and covered
2002 through 2011, when
traffic fatalities overall
declined to levels not seen
since the 1940s.

Young children tradi-
tionally have been only
a small fraction of total
traffic deaths. In the last
year of the study, children
accounted for 650 of the
21,000 deaths of drivers
and passengers. Prelimi-
nary CDC hgures for 2012
show child deaths contin-
ued to fall, to 637.

“Children aren’t going
drinking, and they re not
typically out at mght,” said
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worked. Almost half of the
black and Hispan
dren who died in crashes
in 2009 and 2010 were not
in safety seats or wearing

ic chil-
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Our website is www.auctionsandservices.com
432-683-2262 or 432-349-68%0
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Saturday February 15th — 10am
1009 W. Industrial, Midland Texas
Preview Friday 10 am-3pm

Austion Highlights: Two Estates & Very Select Consignments
=3 Coins & Comensy: 1794 Liberty Cap Large Cent Ten 1 0z Gold Krugerrands,
2 Rolls 2014 American Eagles, Graded Gold Coins, Graded Morgan Dollars,
Mint & Proof Sets, Bullion Silver, Silver Quarters & Dimes And More.
Farnliure: Fine selection of Antique Furniture. Pair of RJ Horner Side Chairs,
Tall Case Clock, Thomas Brooks Parior Table, Antique lron Bed, Antique
iron Baby Bed, Oak Glass Front Cabinets, Hoosier Cabinets, Tables, Chairs,

il Top Desk, John Jellif Victorian Chair, Persian Rugs, Several Cabinets,
Contemporary Furniture, Small Tables And Chairs. Aladdin Lamps. Standing
Lamps And More.
jl Bracelets, necklaces, Ladies Rolex Stainless Steel & Gold Watch, Gold and
Diamond Genevieve Watch, Exceptional Turquoise and Silver Jewelry and
Costume Jewelry
Mt Original Off circa 1800, Original Oils & Watercolor as well as Signed
& Numbered Prints including Frank Terpning, Tom Lovell, Charies Russell,
Remington, Glen Gore, Christine Smith Hayden Lambson Wayne Dowdey,
Grandma Moses prints, Marc Peirce Bronzes And More.

Rems of interest - Antiques & Collectibles: 6+ Pair Spurs including £ Garcia
& Buermann, Fender Jazz Bass Guitar, Primitives, Antique Wall Phone,
Cast iron Banks, Life Size Porcelain Doll, Coach Bags, China, Candlewnck,
Paperweights, Extensive Collection of Griswold Cast Iron. Coffee Grinders,
Chumns, Crocks, Longhoms, Kitchen Collectibles. Jadeite, Fiesta, Brass,
Spinning Wheels, Iron Wagon Wheels, iron Wash Pots, Crystal, Cranberry
Glass, Books, So Much More -
Wals: Honda Generator, Miller Weider, Lincoln Weider, Drill Press. Band
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qu-n-r of wlﬂc deaths,
o the CDC.

That may be related to
income, experts said. Car
scats can run well over
$100 and be challenging to
install. Larger proportions
of minority families may
have trouble getting the
money or help to put them
in. Frieden noted there are
compunity programs that
provide help and subsidies
for car seats.

Health officials urge

- parents to keep all children

|2 and under in the back
seal, and use car seats and
booster seats until seat belts
fit properly. They recom-
mend that car seats should
face the rear up to age 2.
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By Mike Stobbe

Associated Press

ATLANTA — In its most comprehen-
ﬁnboklhcmumoncm

have been inching up each year.
ummenﬂymlbml 187 per | million
kkhquﬂlol&'l‘lnimmmhncboen

driven by some blood and lymphatic sys-
lem cancers, including acute lymphocytic
leukemia and non-Hodgkin's lymphoma
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Report: Child cancer cases up, deaths down

Experts are not sure why. but they said
better diagnosis could be a factor

The good news: Chuldhood cancer death
rates dropped more than SO percent since
1975, 10 24 per | milhion kids and adoles
cents in 2010 Dechnes have been seen
i many of the most common childhood
cancers, including blood and lymphati
cancers. Experts said they think better
treatment I8 at least part of the reason

But progress has not been seen acro
the board. For cxample. median survival
remains less than year after dragnos)
fOI' d lypt' of bl.ull tumaor called dittuse
Intrinsic pontine ghoma
+ The report estimates that this yeas
15,780 new cases of cancer will be diag
nosed and. 1 960 deaths will occur among
children and adolescents ages birth 1o 1Y
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IANDEN SHOW

Get Happy! isa series of insightful and practical messages to move you to a new level of happiness.

Sundays
February 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd & March 2nd

8:30a.m. Traditional Sanctuary Worship

10:45a.m. Traditional Sanctuary Worship & Contemporary Worship in Fellowship Hall

Dr. Tim Walker, Senior Paster

Preaching in the Sanctuary

663
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300 North Main

www firstmethodistmidlan

Street o
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Midland | X
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Rev. Robert Pelfrey, Associate Pastor
Preaching in the Fellowship Hall
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G.L Joe, the world’s first action

By Chris Carola

Associated Press

SARATOGA SPRINGS,
NCY Gl Joe 1s turming
S0

| he birthday of what's
called the world's hrst
action figure 1s being
celebrated this month by
collectors and the toymak-
¢r that introduced 1t just
belore the nation plunged
into the quagmire that
would become the Vietnam
Wa a storm ft seems to
have weathered pretty well

Since Hasbro brought it
o the world s attention at
the annual toy tair in New
York City in early 1964,
(.1 Joe has undergone
many changes, some the
result of shifts in public
sentiment tor mihtary
themed toys. others dic
tated by the marketplace

Still. whether it's the
ontginal “movable hght-
ing man  decked out in
the unttorms of the four
branches of the U.S.
military. or today s scaled-
down products. Gl Joe
remains a popular brand

“Joe stood tor ey Cry-
thing that was meant to be
cood: hghting evil. domng
what s nght for people.
sard Alan Hassenteld, the
65-year-old tormer CEO
tor Pawtucket, R.| -based
Hasbro Inc.. whose tather.
Memill oversaw Gl Joe's
development in 1963

But 1t's Don Levine.
then the company s head
of rescarch and develop
ment. who s often referred
o as the “tather of G
loe tor shepherding the
toy through design and
development. Levine and
his team came up with an

203 West Wall - Downtown Midland. Texas

Gl

LY

AP file photo

Tearle Ashby poses with some of his G.|. Joe action figures Jan.
31 in Niskayuna, N.Y. A half-century after the 12-inch doll was in-

troduced at a New York City toy fair, the iconig action
ing celebrated by collectors with a

re is be-
at the New State

Military Museum, while the toy's maker plans other anniversary
events 10 be announced later this month.

| I-inch articulated hgure
with 21 moving parts,

and since the company's
employees included many
military veterans, it was
decided to outfit the toy in.
the uniforms of the Army,
Navy, Marines and Air
Force, with such acces-
sories as guns, helmets and
vehicles.

Levine, who served in
the Army 1n Korea, said he
got the 1dea for the move-
able figure as a way to
honor veterans.

U

Division
Stanton
Colorado City
Brady
Midland
Celeste

Date

February 24, 2014
February 25, 2014
February 27, 2014
~ March 3, 2014
March 6, 2014

But he and his team
knew the product wasn’f
in Hasbro's usual mold.
and 1t took years of pitches
before Merrill Hassenf<ld
gave it the company's fudl
backing.

“Most boys in the "60s
had a father or a relative
who was or had been 1n the
military,” said Patnicia Ho-
gan, curator at The Strong
National Museum of Play
in Rochester, home to the
National Toy Hall of Fame
“Once you've bought Joe,

Time

3:30-7:30PM
3:30-7:30PM
3:30-7:30PM
3:30-7:30PM
3:30-7:30PM

you need to buy all the ac-
cessories and play sets and
add-ons, which was great
for business.”

G.1. Joe hit the shelves
in time for the 1964 Christ-
mas shopping season and
soon became a big seller-at
$4 apiece.

It remained popular until
the late 1960s, as opposi-
tion to Vietnam intensified
and parents shied away
from military-related toys.

Hasbro countered in 1970 .

by introducing -‘Adven-
ture Team™ G.1. Joes that
played down the military
conmection. Into the "70s,
G.1. Joes featured “life-
like hair” and “kung-fu
grip” and were outfitted
with scuba gear to save
the oceans and explorer-'s
clothing for discovering
mummies

Hasbro discontinued
production later that

Location

Sharyland Office
Sharyland Office

Midland Center

Ed Davenport Cmc Center

LN

re,

But for many G.1. Joe fans

of a certain age, the newer
products hold no .

“The 12«inch G.1 Joe
built that company,” said
Tearle Ashby, of the New
York village of Ballston
Spa. “The stuff they put
out now is garbage.”

Ashby, a psychothera-
pist who turns 50 in June,
played with G.1. Joes as a
boy, but few survived, fall-
Ing victim to encounters
with firecrackers and little
parachutes that failed to
open.

“Casualties of war,” said
Ashby, who started collect-
ing 12-inch G.1. Joes 20
years ago and now owns
about 2,000

On Saturday, he and
other collectors plan to
bring their 12-inch G.1

[mportant Public Meeting Invitation

Sharyland is hosting public meetings to help its customers prepare for retail electric competition
coming to Sharyland in May 2014. Please come by anytime between 3:30-7:30PM at the dates and
locations listed below. Customers will be able to ask questions about the process and have the
opportunity to visit with Retail Electric Providers (REPs) who will serve Sharyland’s service areas.

Address

year.

Hasbro said it intends to
announce details of its SOth
anniversary plans during
this year’s fair in New
York on Feb. 16-19.

G.1 Joe was elected into
Toy Hall of Fame in 2004,
six years after Barbie was
enshrined. Hogan said the
hall doesn’t have policies
prohibiting toy weapons
from induction, although
all candidates must be
deemed safe. The U.S. was
in the early stages of the
wars in Afghanistan and
Iraq a decade ago, so G.1.
Joe's induction didn’t meet
the opposition it might
have faced as the conflicts
dragged on, Hogan said.

“I suspect,” she said.
“most people would have
acknowledged that G.1. Joe
really does belong in the
Toy Hall of Fame.”

1400 W. Business 20, Stanton TX
1825 S. HWY 208, Colorado City TX

200 Country Club Road, Brady TX

105 N. Main Street, Midland TX

ancd

JEWELERS

(432) 683-4411

Hetcher Warren Cvic Center 5501 S. Business HWY 69, Greerwville TX
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riage, it might been

WASHINGTON —

dismissed as an isolated
move by a Democrat seek

'y.Butitmnnaed
the speed a.d breadth of a

fundamental change in the

country.

Public opinion on same-
sex marriage is changing at
breathtaking speed. Voters
across the nation are drop-
ping their opposition, and
many state gay marriage
bans just recently adopted
are already coming under
assault.

“On no issue in Ameri-
can life have opinions
changed as fast as they
have on gay nights,” said
Whit Ayres, a Republi-
can pollster and political
consultant. “It is truly a
stunning development.”

The change is especially
vexing for Republicans,
who used the issue to get
conservative voters to the
polls just a decade ago
and now are torn between
their traditional stance and
nolitical base on one hand
«nd the quickly changing
political landscape on the
other.

Among the most dra-
matic shifts are in political
ly key battleground states
such as Virgima, which
was a bellwether in the last
Iwo presidential elections.

l'he state’s newly elected
attorney general, Democral
Mark Herring. announced
recently that he’d join a
lawsuit to overturn Vir
ginta’'s ban on same-sex
marnage. It wasn’'t just an
abrupt reversal from his
Republican predecessor.
Ken Cuccinelli — who
vehemently opposed gay
marnage and who lost
a bid for the governor’s
office in November — it
underscored a tuin for the
state itself

I'he ban passed eight
years ago with the support
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gay marriage ban on its
merits.

Their focus instead is
on arguing that the at-
torney general has a duty
to defend the ban because
it's a law passed by the
voters, said Sabato,
who directs the University
of Virginia's Center for
Politics.

“In Virginia it’s the
same thing that's happened
nationally: Public opinion
has shifted dramatically in
favor of same-sex mar-
rage,” Sabato said. “It was
an alien concept for most
people. Then the more they
thought about it and the
more they discussed it with
gay Inends and gay family
members, the more they
were inclined to back 1t.”

As recently as 2009,
Gallup found that only
40 percent of Americans
thought that gay and
lesbian marnages should
be legally recognized.
That number has swelled
o nearly 60 percent,
including 81 percent of
Americans under age 30,
according to a Washington
Post/ABC News poll last
year.

The survey was taken
soon before the U.S. Su-
preme Court struck down a
key portion of the Defense
of Mamage Act last June.
giving momentum to ef-
forts around the country
to defeat prohibitions on
gays and lesbians getuing
married.

The reversaii in public
opinion puts Repubiicans
who oppose same-sex
marriage in a tough spot
that was nearly impossible
o foresee a few years ago
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Ayres sald he expected the  have appealed. There s question once and lor all
foreseeable future to be a also changing public vard Fred Sainz. a spok
M*ﬂi of states that opimon, with Utah voters man lor ithe Human Kight
allowed same-sex marmage tﬂvt:nl) divided on same Campaign. a gay ngh
and those that didn 't sex marriage 1n a Salt Lake  group

“There’s no question Tnibune poll in Januar, He said the movement
national poll numbers Seventeen states and the had made big progress on
have changed dramatically  District of Columbia have Cslate by state basis and

on the issue. But there is
also no guestion that there
are vast differences in the
numbers depending upon
the state,” Ayers said.

legalized gay marmage. up aould continue th
from just two in 2008 A hights but that the para

ballot iImbative 1s 1n the INOUNT ISSUC Was a ruling
works to add Oregon to

the hist, and there are more
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Ken Md':gmn 5ush"r.
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campaign manager in 2004  under fire even in the state and federal courts [ as ultimately the Su
and a former chairman of y conservalive slales challenging bans around preme Court that s going
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gay in 2010 and now fights  recent weeks struck down cases might reach the

for same-sex marriage. their bans as unconstitu US. Supreme Court Lairly Distrthuted by MO

Virginia isn’t the only ional, decisions the states  guickly and decide the Information

pivotal state where the tide
has turned so dramatically.
Flonda and Ohio, other
key swing states in decid-
ing presidential elections,
have seen huge transforma-
tions in public opinion.
Both passed bans on same-
sex marriage in the last
decade with support from
nearly two-thirds of their

voters
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1lans now back same-sex o ) _ ,
After practicing in Illinois for over 4 years,

e o o !
Dr. Melvin has chosen to make Midland home,
stop by and welcome her to the the neighborhood

Viidland
Pediatric
Associates

tions, with Flonda Re-
1S now accepting new patients

publican Gov. Rick Scott
CALL US TODAY?!

OpPpoOSINg gay marriage
Midland TX

and his likely challenger.
former Gov. Charlie Cnist,
supporting a court effort to
overturn the state’s ban.
Recent polling found
that Ohio voters support
gay marnage, as well.
Ohio’s Rob Portman
became the first sitting
Republican in the U S.
Senate to endorse same-sex
marnage last year, quickly
followed by Sens. Mark
Kirk, of lllinois, and Lisa
Murkowski, of Alaska.
Portman’s approval
ratings dropped after he
announced his stance.
But that loss of support
was just a temporary blip,
said Paul Beck, a political
science professor at Ohio
State University. Beck said
his state might see a ballot
attempt to legalize gay
marriage this year.
Republican strategist
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Democrats have odd reaction to CBO report

B Obamacare revelation proves the cumulative lost hours of millions of 're better off.”
which is the party of less work RICH m;m U‘:’ - Iiw?:ad found &imu"l:b-urim:
Democrats like Jay want to tl

he Democrats once styled them-

selves the party of workers. Now,

they are the party of people who
would have been workers, if it hadn’t been
tor Obamacare

LoOwRy

King Features
Syndicate

all off as ending the “job lock™ that
S e, Tt s Satsam
insurance

. is a little some-
thing to this, but it isn’t the main problem.

be free dle can do what they
m"my. you are afraid to earn
more because government will take away
. a subsidy, you aren’t a free agent.

..Th.c Qﬂlg“f.“.mlml Bl-ldg’.:l.(."lhw “ _ W Mmmmm;ﬂv‘:us that ilsls ting rid of Social Security
leased a new analysis of the economic ef . o -. :
tects of the*health-care law that estimates declared the CBO report a ?ahdaum.‘ of effectively anti-work. would cause more 95-year-olds to work,”
that 1t will reduce the number of workers the I_aw: “We noted that - part of this new The CBO exPhim that Obamacare’s he said. “You wouldn’t J“d.e whether So-
0 wffact by 2 S mithion ia 04 " day in health care, Americans would no subsidies, by giving people more re- . cial Security or Medicare are good or bad
This unleashed a torrent of arguments longer be trapped in a job just to provide sources, allow “some people to maintain based on what they do to labor supply.”
‘ 3 ‘ coverage for their families and would have  the same standard of living while working No, you wouldn’t — because they are

from the Democrats implicitly denigrat-
. ing the value of work. Perhaps not since
Southern “hre-caters™ attacked Northern
“wage slavery” in the mid- 19th century
has a good honest day s work been talked
about so dismissively

I'he old jobs crisis was people not
having jobs: the new jobs crisis 1s pepple

the upc?ortunity to pursue their dreams.
This CBO report bears that out.”
If only the number of people effectively

dissuaded from working were 5 million, or -

7.5 million, the health-care law would be
an even more stunning triumph of sound
public policy and true American values.

less.” And the way they phase out creates
another disincentive, as “subsidies decline
with rising income (and increase as in-
come falls), thus making work less attrac-
tive.” The penalties and taxes, meanwhile,
“will ultimately .induce some workers to

supply less labor.”

programs for the elderlﬁ. Discouraging
work among 95-year is different than
discouraging work among le in the
prime of their lives. No one told us when
the bill was being considered that Obam-
acare would have some of the same effects
as a retirement

program.
The latest CBO numbers are part

s g g A few caveats are in order: We aren’t Democrats consider all this and pro- of the
o™ talking aboutjobs hal ae ciminaied in  pounce themacives well-plesed. Rep.  growing s of facts bout Obatmacr mrdt
cemed about a law discouraging people ¢ usual sense of discouraging employ-  Mark Pocan. D-Wis., sees only upside in  that, if they had been widely acknow- i is 1

especially people down the income €T, fom hiring. as some Republican people working less: “What that means  edged before its passage, would have 0 ende
scale — from earning more. So much for IEking potnts h“gngled'.And e 2 15 instead they might be able to tuck their  doomed it in Congress. But that debate senator
its championing of economic mobility MHoN AEMbes i f_ﬂf;l_ﬂhh per se. but = child in bed at night and read a bedtime seems so long ago. It was back when both and 1 as
White House press secretary Jay Carney tor “full-time equivalent” positions, 1. story, or go to an activity, which means political parties professed to be pro-work. [ urge y
wWww.Im
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MISD shows plan to |
Reevi
k data | -
make sure aata losses Thar
mative
, n: Reeves
on't happen again
Telegra
clear fo
hen a school district loses the personal data of 14,000 for Kat
current and former students, there aren’t many options Conc
moving forward. - — the cosl
District ofhcials can be stubborn, act ke what happened was no that cer
big deal and go about business as usual should
Or they can show a community there 1s a lesson to be learned r_nulgc St
and that steps are being taken to ensure that mistake doesn t hap- for 1ts ¢
pen again receives
We prefer the latter Kath
We go back to last month s thett of a distrnict laptop computer mark n
and we realize that what took place was a theft by a person /> :.:Pfﬂ‘»t

certainly lacking any integnty. It was the worst-case scenano with
mistake compounding mistake after mistake
Why was so much data needed oft-campus at one tme”?” Was the

time dnving the school district’s bus. And while we disagree with t
some of the actions that have taken place since the computer and

tis immoral.” That was the judgment ol

DANA

many o
AN 1Ired

intormation on a 2008 graduate needed on a campus across town’”’ Wht{l W
Why did the school district not have in place a stncter set of rules won t |
tor how to handle such a large amount of personal data and distnct bust " |
cquipment ” Does MISD know how many employees have access ~ -
’ . » "y s R ' 7= B |
lo the personal data of so many current and tormer students’” M Do RLPUh“thH .I;Ld”} have a right to
In our view, this s the hirst major speed bump in Ryder Warren s talk about morahty" Tax

Bi

cxternal hard drive were taken trom a school distrnict administra-
lor s prichup. we are happy to see his tour-poimnt plan to make sure
this doesn t happen agamn .

IRE;‘! Pete Sessions, a Texas Republican and
committee chairman. on the House floor last
week. But the subject of his sermon wasn’'t the

MILBANK

Washington Post Writers Group

His lour points are
B | he atfected parents. caregivers and students will be offered
support. The distnict. he sand. will pubhish specihc. step-by-step

Assad regime 1in Syna. or human trathcking. What
Sesstons found immoral was the repugnant notion
that the government would help Amencans who
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but those sull searching, from all parts of the
country and all walks of life, need help

Republican opponents of the benefits extension
said they would consider it if it were “paid tor”
by saving money elsewhere. So Senate Democrats
drafted a three-month extension that was paid for
using an accounting method Republicans have
supported in the past. Republicans responded with
another hlibuster
succeeded in blocking an extension of benefits.

and on Thursday they again

memorandume directing the federal government not

the entire health care law. as 1ts toes desire. But a
collapse would also cause 30 milhion or 40 milhion
additional people suddenly to lose their health in-
surance. with no obvious solution or easy way back
10 the old system. “It would precipitate a cnsis,”
says Larry Levitt of the Kaiser Family Foundation
This morality 1s also at work in the decisions by
25 states under Republican control to reject the
expansion of Medicaid offered under Obamacare
The states generally object because they are philo-
sophically opposed to entitlement programs. But
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Those opposing unemployment insurance were
conspicuously absent during the debate. Sen.
Jim Inhofe, R-Okla., was brave enough to issue a
s rement: “We can get Americans back to work
and our economy booming again, but this is not
achieved by Washington turning a temporary fed-
eral benefit into another welfare program.”

That echoes the Sessions complaint that extend-

a new study from researchers at Harvard Medical
School and City University of New York calcu-
lates that between 7,115 and 17,104 more people
will die annually than would have if their states
accepted the Medicaid expansion. The researchers,
who favor a single-payer health system. examined
demographic data and past insurance expansions.
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Conservatives dispute the study's findings, and
| hope the critics are right. Allowing people to die
to advance your political philosophy 1sn’t just bad
policy. It's immoral.

You can find current and past editorials, letters to the editor and more al
www.mywesttexas.com/opinion

ing benefits is “immoral.” And, as 1s often the
case, these complaints in turn echo Rush Lim-
baugh. After President Obama on Jan. 31 signed a
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Canon will use conservative

* principles in Austin

Over thie past 36 years, | have

been involved in the Midland
, and we have been

blessed great leaders. One
such leader has come forward to
seek the of state sena-
tor Di 31 —Mike Canon,
former mayor of Midland. While
serving as mayor of Midland,
Mike's votes were well-thought-
out and based on conservative
principles. Mike believes in
effective leadership, protecting
our liberties and improving our
government. However, govern-
mental growth should not hinder
productivity, job growth and job
creation. Mike will use these
same principles while represent-
Ing us in Austin.

It i1s my honor and privilege
to endorse Mike Canon for state
senator District 31. My family
and | are voting for Mike Canon.
| urge you to go to the websie
www.mikecanon.com for more
information about Mike's can-
didacy and vote for Mike Canon
in the Republican primary on
March 4.

Don Tomlin

County judge

Reeves has right approach
in trying to curb expenses

Thank you for the very infor-
mative article concerning Kathy
Reeves and Mike Bradford in the
Jan. 31 edition of the Reporter-
Telegram. The article made 1t
clear for me that | will be voting
for Kathy Reeves.

Concerning the Horseshoe and
the costs involved in operating
that center, it 1s my belief that we
should go one step further and
make sure that the building pays
for its own upkeep from revenues
received.

Kathy Reeves 1s right on the
mark n her approach to curb
expenses. | am not for expanding
the facility, and 1t appears that
many of the residents in Midland
are tired of funding big projects
when we all know the “boom™
won 1 last forever. | have seen the
“bust twice. It 1s not pretty

Barbara Cornell

Taxpayers benefit from
Bradford’s financial
experience

Judge Mike Bradtord 1s a prov-
en leader tor Midland County,
honest and responsible

Midland County now has 4
Inple-A bond rating. reduced
taxes and ¢himinated debts

We. the hardworking taxpay
ers of Midland County. need to
continue to benehit from Judge
Bradtord s strong hinancial
CXPErience

Barbara B. Yarbrough

Reeves’ first priroity is to
county taxpayvers

My deceased husand. County

Judge Mike Bradford has posi-
tively affected the lives of every
segment of the Midland County
population during his tenure as
county judge.

® Children, families and
individuals have enjoyed the
new, interactive Midland County
Centennial Library, which is paid
for and debt-free.

® Water consumers have
benefited from Judge Bradford's
authorization of Midland County
Fresh Water District No. 1, which
butlt a pipeline to bring water to
Midland.

® Drivers have benefited from
$40 million investment in Mid-
land County roads.

@ For those 65 and older, signif-
icant Homestead Tax exemption
and for the first time, Homestead
Tax exemption for property own-
ers under 65.

® Residents of Midland County
are safer because of increased
funding for more patrolmen and
law officers for the Shenff’s
Ofhce.

® Taxpayers benefited by
paying a county tax rate that has
been cut by 40 percent, the lowest
Texas county tax rate in six of the
last seven years.

The hist of Judge Bradford’s
additional accomplishments while
in office 1s lengthy and distin-
guished.

Mike Bradford has the financial
background and experience as
well as the honesty and integ-
nty to continue to lead Midland
County into the future.

Join me in supporting Judge
Mike Bradford

Melissa Rogers

Bradford’s experience,
training benefits county

| am very pleased to show my
support for Judge Mike Bradford
as he seeks re-election. | have
known the judge for more than
20 years. and | am proud of my
assoctation with him. This pnide
stems from a relationship that 15
solid on many levels including a
common behef in giving back to
the community. his demonstrated
consistency n fiiscal matters and
above all his integnity

Mike has extegsive hnancial
cxpenence and traiming, which
has and will continue to beneht
the county. With a background
that includes the o1l and gas
H‘uhhlr}. he 1s unlqlll:l} plhlnnnr:ti
o understand 1ssues from the
perspective of both business and
his private resident constituents. It
s Clear that Mike 1s well-prepared
tor the county judge role. Bul
beyond that, he 1s a proven leader

G. Larry Lawrence

Under Bradford, county
on firm financial footing

[ urge all citizens to cast their
vote to re-elect County Judge
Mike Bradford. Judge Bradford's
education and practical back-
ground in business have served
the county well. His leadership
has contributed to a first-class
courthouse and library, all paid
for. Judge Bradford’s business
acumen and vision have Midland
County on firm financial footing
as we enter this period of unprec-
edented growth and increasing
pressure on our infrastructure and
government institutions. In short,
despite the growth and pressure.
Midland County has enjoyed the
lowest county property tax rate
of any county for six of the last
seven years and reduction of 30
percent of county debt under his
leadership.

Moreover, Judge Bradford
has proved that he listens to the
residents, works well with others
(notably improved county/city re-
lations) and conducts himself with
the utmost integrity and dignity.

Mike Bradford has been and
will continue to be an excelient
county judge. | urge your support
of his re-election.

Harper Estes
District 318 judge

Blair always interested in
law, community service

| have known Matthew Blair
since 1984, when we both did
legal work for the FDIC. At that
time. in Midland, times were
difficult, as well as the cases we
worked on; however, Matthew
always took the time and effort
necessary to represent his chients
well.

| have always known Matthew
Blair to be a man of character, and
one who has always been inter-
ested in the law and service to his
community. He 1s hard-working.
industnious, independent-minded
and an Eagle Scout. Matthew has
always been dedicated to doing
what 1s 1n the best interest of oth-
ers. and doing what may be asked
of him, even defending a court-ap-
pointed capital murder case when
It was not popular to do so

For 26 years. Matthew Blair has
sat as an associate judge heaning
family law cases for the 318th
Distnict Court, as well as numer-
ous other courts, and, without
fail. has always treated attorney s
and the public with courtesy and
professionalism appropriate to the
parties and case

| am supporting Associate
Judge Matthew Blair in becom
Ing the next judge of the 318th
District Court. and | would ask
that you join me 1in doing so when
casting your vole.

Franklin H. McCallum

L.indemood’s credentials.
experience will serve
him well

| he best choree tor the new

Judge of the 318th District Coun

1s David W. Lindemood. | have
known David for more than 30
years. During that time | have
worked with David in many
capacities. | worked for and
with him in trust banking, | have
been a client, but inost of all a
personal fnend.

On a professional level. | have
always admired his creative mind
when finding solutions to prob-
lem situations. As an attorney
and certified family law media-
tor, he has been well-equipped
for a practice that evolved to
cases dealing with family 1ssues
His credentials and extensive
experience will continue to
serve him well as judge of the
318th District Court. | have
always found David to be a man
of honesty, integrity and good
character.

| ask you to vote, as | will, for
David W. Lindemood as judge
of the 318th District Court

Herb Cartwright

Lindemood cares about
integrity of judicial system

My name i1s Bethany Hill.
and | was born and raised in
Midland. After graduating
from Texas Tech School of
Law. | was hired as an associ-
ate at Brockett & McNeel LLP.
and David Lindemood took 1t
upon himself to mentor me as a
young lawyer

On the day the bar results
were released. David Linde-
mood called the court and
arranged for me to be sworn
Into the state bar. Before being
sworn in, David Lindemood
exprossed that it was an honor
o join the state bar and stressed
th. importance of integrity.

I write about David Linde-
mood’s mentorship to point
out that he 1s more than just a
veteran family law attorney. He
truly cares about the continued
integrity of the Texas judicial
system. David Lindemood 1s not
one to shy away from a chal-
lenge. Mcntoring a young attor-
ney i1+ not easy. but he accepted
the challenge because he has a
passion for the judicial system
These qualities make David
Lindemood the best candidate
for judge 1n the 318th District
Court in Midland County. David
Lindemood has my vote, and |
hope you will consider giving
him yours

Beth Hill

GOP party chairman
Be.wichamp has proven
record in Permian Basin

James Beauchamp 1s a na-
tive Texan who has spent his
entire career working in Wesl
Texas and for West Texas
Beauchamp's experniences as
an aide to state and federal
representatives led the Midland-
(Odessa Transportation Alliance
(MOTRAN) to hire him to hight
tor our fair share of highway
funding.

Beauchamp has long been
active 1n successful campaigns
10 get good candidates elected
This led to his election as
chairman. Midland County
Republican Party. This unpaid.
volunteer position is often
overlooked | know James and
his qualhihications and urge all
Republicans to join me 1n vot-
Ing to re-elect him as county
Chairman

LUnder Beauchamp's leader-
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ship, MOTRAN has led local
entities to work together by set-
ting pniontes that enhance our
region’s transportation system
James played a major role in the
widening of -highways 349 and
| 58 to four lanes

As a past MOTRAN member
| can attest to James™ abilities 1o
advocate for the Permtian Basin
James Beauchamp has a proven
record nght hece in the Basin

We don't have to go out of state

to hind his record as we would
his opponent who 1s untested.
unproven and unknown 1o most
Of us

| urge you 1o volte tor James
Beauchamp. Republican County -
chairman

Marvin Wynn

Justice of the
peace Precinct 3

Judge Johnson has served
with compassion, fairness

I am wntng this letter in
support for the re-election of
Judge Billy GG. Johnson. who
has proven he 15 the best quali-
hed candidate for the position of
justice of the peace for Precinct
3. Judge Johnson has shown
himself as a strong civil servant
of Midland County. He 15 a
community leader, working with
many youth in Midland County.
a4 member of Teen Court board
of directors. and Judge Johnson
1S serving on the education com-
mittee of Justice Court Training
Center

For the past seven vears
Judge Johnson has served the
residents of Precinct 3 with
fairness. compassion. and he
has served with prudence and
forethought. thus earning him
the 2012 Community Ser-
vice Award from the Midland
Interdenominational Ministenal
Alhance for Outstanding Public
Service.

| am encouraging the voters
in Precinct 3 to re-elect Judge
Billy G. Johnson. Justice of the
Peace

Pastor Billy R. Ashley

County tax
assessor-collector

Hood will give 100 percent
as tax assessor/collector

| am wrniting to you on be-
halt of Karen Hood. Karen 15
seeking the office of Midland
County tax assessor-collector

My husband Gary and |
have hived in Midland 35-plus
yvears and have known Karen
for years. We met Karen and
Nick through our church. Golf
Course Road Church of Chnist.
and have remained dear fnends
all these years. Needless to say.
Karen 1s a devoted fnend. a
loving wife. mother and grand-
mother and a hard worker

Karen gives 100 percent
10 whatever she does | have
watched her for years care for
her elderly parents with love
and without complaint and give
|0 percent to their needs

It Karen 1s elected. she will
do the same with the position of
tax assessor. She will work hard
and give 100 percent. | suppon
her 1n this endeavor and look
forward to seeing her take this
position as Midland County '
tax assessor-collector

Leslie K. Stain

Those who work
with animals are
appreciated

Midland 1s prospering
and growing while the
hives of our pets have fallen
into despair. A few weeks
ago | saw “Steg ™ Stegall
from Midland Humane
(oahition on the local
news talking about the
importance and benehits
of adopting older amimals.,
especially when pared
with older adopters. | was
impressed with the profes-
stonalism and enthusiasm
she has. She 1s articulate,
knowledgeable and a great
asset to the coahtion

L.veryone | have encoun-
tered at the Petsmart Adop-
tion Center 1s a great asset
| do not know everyone,
but from what | have seen.
they are competent. profes
stonal and compassionate
It 1s important to be not
only an animal person but
a people person, also.

| am thankful people
like that are working at the
center to improve the lives
of animals and people.
Although the animals at
the center are the luckiest
around, still the reality is
MHC and the adoption
center were born because
of the inexhaustible num-
bers of abused, unwanted,
neglected, homeless pets.

Dealing with this sad fact
duy In and dil}' out has
2ot to be a daunting task.
Thank God for the people
willing to do this

Actually a giant thank
you 1s in order for all
working for the beneht
of animals. Whether 1t 15
running the rescued432 @
yahoo.com website 1o
rechome and reunite, feed-
Ing a stray, donating to the
local rescues, stopping to
give aid to an animal on
the roadside, opening your
heart and home to a home-
less pet, and of course,
the ones in the trenches
doing the hands-on work.
For the most part, it is a

VELCOME TO GRAND SOCHI OLYMPIC HOTEL. YOU WON .
COMPLIMENTARY. TOILET FOR DISPLAY PURPOSGES ONLY NO

-y
T NEED KEY

thankless job (except from
the animals). No fame or
wealth here. Many invesl
their own money, time,
resources, efforts, and
maybe the most costly,
the emotional investment
We root for these animals,
some from the most dismal
of situations through no
fault of their own, man)
times only to end in grief
and sorrow,

Yes! A heartfelt thank
you and much gratitude to
the people who selflessly
work to improve the lives
of the voiceless, the meek,
the animals.

Sybi} Eberhart

HAS NO

. YDOG IS
ENJOY GTAY.~

Bible is racist,

homophobic, does not
reflect current life

In light of “Duck
Dynasty™ star Phil Robert-
son's remarks about gays
and race, | would like to
exercise my rnight to free
speech on gays, marriage
and the Bible. | am a proud
Afro-American gay man,
and | am truly trying to
understand this fetish that
conservative Christians
have with homosexuality.
It's their favorite subject
when it comes to sin.

Last | heard, all sin is an

abomination to God, but as
usual vou choose Scripture
that benehits you. Accord-
ing to the Old Testament.
marriage was between

one man and hundreds of
women — King Solomon
A wise man he was; did |
just go there’

SLTIPIIIIL' In not the law
of the land. so 1t baffles
me to see the Ten Com-
mandments in courthouses.,
schools and now along
highways. What tor”? No
one abides by biblical
laws. | heard one man say
that this country 1s pulling
away from God. Not true
We are pulling away from
discrimination. The truth
1S. you are losing your grip
on society. God does not
need any assistance. He
will take care of everything
on judgment day. | beheve
that the Bible 1s racist.
homophobic and male
chauvinistic. paraphrased
more than 3,500 years ago
and does not reflect today s
real life.

Gay marriage first legal-
1zed in Massachusetts in
2004, and 17 other states
have followed. And if
2013 was any indication,
you might as well pre
yourselves for more. De-
spite your beliefs, marmage
is not a religious right; it's
a civil night. This coun-
try is progressing from
ignorance and stupidity
and is finally cqmin. to

grps that gavs are products
of heterosexual relation-
ships. Our genetics create
us. We are born. not made
People should be allowed
10 be who they are | am a
productive. hard-working.
laxpaying Amencan
citizen, and | deserve hic.
liberty and the pursuit of
happiness as my hetero-
sexual counterparts and
as guaranteed me by our
Constitution. The Bible
will not dictate 1o me how
| am supposed to hve. If
hell 1s my destiny, so be 1t
| 'd rather be real than be a
hypocrite.

Major A. Houston

Members of
county staff are

hard-working, helpful

Recently after our
mother’s death, it was
necessary to probate her
will. Our attorney made all
of the arrangements and
we met on the appointed
day and time at the Mid-
land County offices. My
brother, Michael Jolly, and
|. along with our attorney,
first met ‘With Judge Mike
Bradford. After a 30-min-

ute or SO meeting covering

all of the necessary legali-
ties, questions and forms,

Please see
LETTERS/13A
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B There is more to the debate than

just the sound bites

for some time.

So despite the current wave of “Obam-
acare killed immigration reform” eulo-
gies, let’s drill down into what a plan that
would offer legalization but not a special
path to citizenship might look like, should
a compromise miraculously occur.

According te Peter F. Assad, of the
American Immigration Lawyers Associa-
tion and an adjunct professor at Amencan
University ‘< law school, the reform bill
that passed the Senate offered only a spe-
cial pathway to legal residency.

Indeed. the Senate’s bill laid out a
10-year wait for a chance at obtaining
permanent legal residency, which is much
different from being in the country legally.
And should a permanent legal resident
seek citizenship. the final hurdles include
another three-year wait, at minimum
$2.000 in fines, several hundred more
dollars in fees and taxes, demonstrat¢d
luency in English, a clean background
check, meeting a-“good character™ stan-
dard and proof of having lived and worked

ord on the street is that immigra-
tion reform is dead — again. But
trust me, the word is premature.

The issue is bound to stay on life support

the |13 years.

continuously in the United States during

So what are we really talking about
when considering a House Republican
plan that would offer leg.lization only?
For starters, let’s look at the sticky ques-
tions of how unauthorized immigrants
would be able to move from a legal status
to the permanent legal residency currently
required before applying for naturaliza-
tion. Even the present state of the system,
in which legal vesidency is earned through
family or employment ties, is the big,
unspoken question mark. ~

“The bottom line is that a ‘regular path-
way to citizenship’ is a fiction unless the
legalization program creates an achiev-
able and clear pathway by eliminating
the three-, 10-year and permanent bars to
citizenship,” Assad said, referring to the
current rules stating that those who have
accumulated 180 days or more of unlaw-
ful presence after April 1. 1997, must

~ legalization

Cascs,

the years-long bureaucratic limbo that le-
gal immigrants must endure before getting

permanent residency.

“With millions more entering through a
, ‘the line’ — and, re-
ally, it's many different ‘lines’ depending
on what category a person is eligible for
naturalization under — for a green card
would be too long to make citizenship
achievable for them and would gridlock
any future flow of immigrants.”

“Right now
ing at the petty

s grasp these days.
conversation is happen-
political sound bite-level

that doesn’t get into boring nuances — but

told me.

the boring nuances are important,” Assad

And they 're definitely not “boring™ to
those who will get to stay, will be made
to go or are already in the interminable
“line” you get assigned to when you do
things the so-called “right way.” Their
worries can’t die quickly enough.

—
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B Are Republicans really wel-

coming of immigrants? People
know when they are welcomed

Or Nol

ust after House Speaker John
Boehner affirmed the eventual

need for Republicans to embrace

immigration reform, a commercial

for a carbonated beverage, of all
things. demonstrated how difhcult

that process 1s likely to be.

Coca-Cola’s Super Bowl ad tea-
tured a senes of multicultural images
et 1o “America the Beautiful,” sung
in seven languages. It turned out to
be a national Rorschach test. The im-
— myselt
was a lump in the throat
There 1s something moving about
hearing American ideals of brother-
hood. reverence and sacrifice praised
in other tongues. It is the universality
of these longings that makes them
powerful. For the same reason. | gel
misty when | hear “Amazing Grace”
sung in Tsonga, Swahih or Kituba
Some hopes belong to everyone

The immediate reaction of others

measured by Twitter and talk ra-
dio — was that the ad represented an
aggressive and divisive multicultural-
ism and that Amencan national songs
should be sung in Enghish (though
conservative blogger Enck Enck-
son smartly noted that “E Plunbus
Unum isn't in Enghish either”). Fox
News radio host Todd Samnes called
Coca-Cola “the official soft drnnk ol
legals crossing the border.” Former
Republican Rep. Allen West declared
Amenica “on the road to perdition.

This s already making too much
of a Twitter tempest. But 1t does 1l-
lustrate a vivid difference 1in disposi-
non. Some looked at those images
and saw an athrmation of the univer-
sality of Amernican ideals: others saw
a violation of the particulanties of
Amencan culture, such as the use ol

mediate reaction of some
included

much you care.”

MICHAEL |
GERSON

Washington Post
Writers Group

English. Some saw exceptionalism
and strength; others adulteration and
threat. It doesn’t take the application
of electrodes in a psych lab ex-
periment Lo understand that these are
deep, preconscious responses.

As a policy 1ssue, immigration
reform i1s complex, with serious argu-
ments about the economic effects of
migrants on the native-born working
class and serious questions about
more adversanal forsaas of multicul-
turalism. But 1t 1s this immediate
reaction, this habit of mind. that has
large political implications.

After decades of participation and
reflection, here 1s my proposal for the
most basic truth of politics: Human
beings know if they are welcome al
a party or not. | imagine there are
good evolutionary reasons for this
— an offered mastodon steak or an
offered Cosmopolitan cocktail might
easily be an ambush. For this reason.
eHective ethnmic politics (and not just
ethnic politics) 1s actually a form ol
hospitality: Please make yourself at
home. “People don’t care how much
you know,” said my old boss, the late
Jack Kemp. “until they know how

Sometimes politics really s this
simple. After all the arguments about
economics and assimilation, people
understand if they are viewed as o
threat to the predominant culture
They know if their voice 1s not
welcome in the national chorus. And
this does have implications tor pohiti
cal philosophy. Kemp
congressman and vice presidential

Give me ... your huddled masses

candidate who described himself as a
“bleeding-heart conservative — pas-
sionately believed that human beings,
as a rule, are economic and social
advantages, the ultimate sources of
energy, creativity and wealth. This
included anyone, of any background.
who happened to be in front of him
and smothered by his enthusiastic

attentions. Kemp strongly rejected

the notion — common In every gen-
eration — that the current cohort of
immigrants are somehow inferior to
immigrants past.

I'm sorry to wax nostalgic — but
not really. | saw how a Republican
politician could treat immigrants
and minorities as if they were valued
national possessions. And | saw
Kemp's frustration with the direc-
tion of his party. “We sound like we
don’t want immigration.” he said.
“We sound like we don’t want black
people to vote for us. What are we
going to do — meet in a country club
in the suburbs one day”

The shift to a more welcoming
GOP message toward immigrants
won't happen in a single rush. 1t
not reasonable to expect Boehner to
buck much of his conterence withoul
broader reinforcement. This will take
donors and business groups willing
to support pro-reform House and
Senate candidates against tea party
challenges
cal nsks of rationality. And 1t will
require a presidential candidate 1in
2016 who offers something more

than walls topped in barbed wire

reducing the pohity

and self-deportation. Some optimis-

the GOP

ue. inclusive, Kemp-hke leadership
would be hl..‘lpflli COVer 1or many
Republicans who wish 1o do the nigh
thing. the politically smart thing. on
immigration reform

But the most important change that
1s needed 1s the hardest to achieve: A
genuine welcome to the party. And
an honest prayer: Dios derramao su
eracia sobre

Immigration debate creates GOP house of mirrors

B We need Repub-
hcan leadership to
know what they are
\aying on immigration
WIH immigration

reform. Republ)
cans can be counted on to
infunate

Betore heading tor an
annual retreat for congres
sional Republicans. House
Speaker John Boehner told
reporters that this 1s the mo-
ment to tackle immagration

“This problem’s been
around for at least the last
|S years. It's been turned
into a pohitical football. |
think 1t's unfair. So | think
it's time to deal with it.”
said Boehner. “But how
we deal with 1t s cnitically
important. |

S0 how did Boehner deal
with 1t? For the most pan,
badly.

First, the immigration
problem has been around
for a lot longer than 15
years. It's been 28 years
since President Ronald
Reagan signed the Im-
migration Reform and
Control Act, the last piece
of comprehensive immi-
gration reform legislation.

How did the figure
“15 years” get stuck in
Boehner's head? { was
happening 14 or 15 years
ago? Answer: The 2000
Census, which showed
that Hispanics accounted
for 12.5 percent of the
U.S. population. Today,
that is nearly 17
percent. changing

hen the topic

RUBEN
NAVARRETTE

Washimeton Post Writers Crroup

demographics sparked the
modern immgration de
bate. Boehner unwittingly
admitted as much

Next, at the GOP retreat.
Boehner released a hst of
the six main “standards™
that should guide Repub-
licans on reforming the
immigration system. More
than half are off the mark
or half-baked

In the preamble, there
1s the absurd claim that
immigration laws “are not
being enforced.”

Really” With President
Obama and the Department
of Homeland Security on
track to have deported 3.5
million people bf)'r:.l]'lc time
Obama leaves office, how
much more enforcement
would Boehner and other
Republicans like? Unless
their goal i1s to remove ev-
ery single illegal immigrant
from the United States —
all 11 million — and any-
thing less than that signals a
lack of resolve. If so, good
luck reaching that goal.

Also, Republicans
declare that border security
and interior enforcement
must come first.

This is right-wing boil-
erplate. You hear it from
those talk-radio hosts who
are passionaje about an is-

sue they don’t understand
It's worth the amount of
thought they put into 1t
which is not much. For
one thing, we'll never be
able to seal off a 2, 000)-
mile border that goes over
mountains, deserts, rivers
and private property. We
could wait for years for the
border to be declared fully
secure, with our immigra-
tion system continuing (o
deteriorate all the while
Besides, Republican
leaders don’t appear to have
considered the research by
U.S.-Mexico border experts
such as Douglas Massey,
a professor at Princeton.
Massey notes that the walls
and fences we've built on
the border in the last 20
years have made it more
difficult for undocumented
immigrants in the United
States to return to Mexico
even for a visit because
they 're afraid that it will be
too difficult to re-enter. So
they stay put on this side of
the tl]'tL where they starn

families and put down roots.

Finally, some good
news. As for what we
should do with il im-
migrants who are already
here, the Republicans hit
the sweet spot by offering
what the undocumented

really want (legal status)
without bothering with
what many of them don't
care about (citizenship)

For so-called “dreamers

voung people brought

here by their parents
Republicans do even better
by offering a path to legal
residence and citizenship
It they join the military or
vet a college degree. Sound
tamihar” It's the DREAM
\ct that the majonty of
Republicans voted against
in 2010. Now the GOP
lcaders are onboard

Or are they? In the house
of mirrors known as the
immugration debate, things
are rarely what they seem.
Several nght-wing news
sites have reported that. ac-
cording to what rank-and-
file Republicans say about
what went on at the retreat,
Boehner did not appear to
be committed to pushing an
immigration bill this year
He certainly wasn’t trying
to sell one. It sounds like
— despite what he is telling
the media — he is agnostic
on the subject. Not good.

Perhaps this is all just
political theater, an attempt
by House Republican
leaders to fool people and
brush off the immigration
issue before the midterm
elections. This would
be disappointing but not
su SINg.
?:pubficms have, with
a helping hand from the
other si(L of the aisle,
made quite a mess of the
immi debate. It
could be l.llll they're not
done yet. .

— e

THOMAS

Content Agency

“Republicans ‘retreat’
on illegal immigration

B At a2 time when the
GOP has the advan-

tage, why do they get
involved 1n this
no-win i1ssue’

L a ime when
Republicans have
Democrats playing
defense on Obamacare,
jobs and the economy,
the GOP 1s inexplicably
ceding political ground to
the Democrats on an 1ssue
that can only provide more
votes for that party and
possibly lead to a perma-
nent Democratic majonty
Meeting 1in Cambndge.
Md.. recently for what they
called — with no httle
rony - a “retreat. Re
publican lcaders signaled
they are open to consid
ering some sort of legal
status for the estimated 1
milhion illegal immigrants
who have oy L'r*-lal}t‘ll thenr
visas or violated Amencan
law to get here
But exactly who are the
legals” According to a
Hllld}. conducted h} the
Lrban Institute. “Mex
cans make up over halt ol
legal immagrants - 5/
percent of the total, on
about 5.3 mulhion. Another
2 2 milhon (23 percent) are
trom other Laun Amern
can countries. About 10
percent are from Asta, S
percent from Europe and
Canada, and S percent
from the rest of the world
Republicans have
convinced themselves thal
Hispamics are a “natural
constituency for then
party because they are
hard workers, religious and
famuly -onented. Statistics
from the Pew Rescarch
Center suggest the oppo
sile may be true
According to Pew. 53
percent of babies born 1o
Hispanic immgrants are to

- single mothers, about twice
" the rate of whites As for

Republican “family val-

- ues,” Pew found a majonty

of Hispanics, 53 percent.

L SuUpport same-sex marriage
- As a great many illegals

are poor, their strain on
the welfare, health care
and education systems 1s
considerable.

In a recent column, Phy|
lis Schlafly. a conservative
political analyst, cited an
American National Elec-
tion Study that asked His.
panics their views about
the free market vs. big
government solutions to
problems. Schlafly noted,
“Only 17.9 percent of
Hispanics responded ‘the
less government the better,
and 85.3 percent said ‘a

strong government involve-

ment is required to handle
economic problems.”
This is not the profile of

" a future Republican voter.

The Center for Immigra-
tion Studies (CIS) said
illegals now make up 3.5
percent of the U.S. la-
tion. or about 10.5 million
people. According to CIS.
“Nationally, illegal immi.

CAL

Tribune

grants and their U.S.-bomn
children account for 9.9
percent of all persons 1n
poverty, compared to their
4.9 percent share of (the)
nation’s total population.”

With lower incomes.
illegals rely more on
welfare programs. CIS said
in Texas, “58 percent of
illegal households collect
some sort of welfare,”
with “49 percent using
food assistance and 4|
percent using Medicand.”
In Califorma and Hhinois.
reports CIS. 7SS percent
use wellare.

Calhiformia. which has the
largest number of illegal
aliens, predictably has the
greatest burden. In Los
Angeles County alone,
according to a CBS Los
Angeles report, wellare
and other benehits by the
end of last year cost an
estimated S650 mithon just
tor the native-born children
ol illegal immgrant par-
ents. LA County Supervi-
sor Michael D. Antonovich
told CBS Los r'\ngL‘lt‘\
“When you add the $550
milhon tor public safety
and ncearly $500 milthon for
health care. the total cost
tor tllegal immgrants to
county laxpayers exceeds
SE6 bithon a year”™

Hospital closigs in
C abiforma remam a majo
concern. As Examiner.com
reported recently in a story
about the economic burden
o taxpayers posed by illegal
nnmigrants, “In 2003, the
\mencan Southwest saw 77
hospitals enter bankruptoy
due to unpard medical bills
ncurred by illegal ahens ™

'his country needs com
prehensive immigration
reform. whether that means
mantaming a secure bor-
der or outhining a standard
of economic sustamabiahity
tor immugrants. Taxpayers
cannot continue to bear the
cconomic burden of illegal
immigration. Fhe Obama
administration has prom-
ised immigration reform;
the Republican Party has
promised 1t. but partisan-
ship and politics keep
both sides miles dapart.
Rep. Paul Ryan, R-Wis
remains skeptical that any
immigration measure will
pass the (;OP-led house
this year. claiming that a
distrust of the president
runs deep with Repub-
licans. And while both
sides dither. the taxpayer
continues 1o pay ... and our
schools. hospitals and wel-
fare system continue to sag
under the weight of mil-
lions of illegal immigrants
who chose not 1o take the
legal route 1O citizenship.

If Republicans fail to
come up with a workable
immigration plan, they
will simultaneously help
Democrats who rely on the
Hispanic vote and lose Re-
publican votes. As Texas
Republican Sen. Ted Cruz
told Breitbart News, they
could also fail to achieve
their major goal for 2014:

winning a Senate mifjority.
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seeds for more cooperation
in Washington.

But don’t count on it.

Finger-pointing still
abounds between the
Democrats who control the
White House and the Senate
and the Republicans who
control the House of Repre-
sentatives ahead of midterm
elections later this year that
will determine control of
Congress for the remainder
of Obama'’s presidency.

“The president’s policies
are not working,” House
Speaker John Boehner, R-
Ohio, declared.

Senate Majority Leader
Harry Reid, D-Nev., coun-
lered: “We cannot have a
country that’s paralyzed be-
cause of a group of people
— the group of people who
are the tea party-driven Re-
publicans in Congress.”

“There are no winners
here,” suggested Obama,
with just under three years
1o go to complete his eco-
nomic legacy. ““The Amen-
can people are completely
fed up with Washington.”

An important indicator
of the state of the economy
came Fniday, when the
Labor Department reported
that the U.S. jobless rate 1n
January fell to a hve-year
low of 6.6 percent. But em-
ployers added just 113,000
jobs. a modest gain. The
numbers were a slight
improvement from the 6.7
percent rate of the month
before and a lot lower than
the 10 percent reached
briefly in 2009. But that
18 still sigmhcantly higher
than the 5 percent or lower
unemployment rate that
usually sigmhes a healthy
ceonomy

ing until Feb. 7. That was
Friday.

Treasury Secretary Jacob
Lew has urged Congress to
act quickly to raise the debt
limit, saying “at some point
very soon,” probably by
month’s end, he’ll run out
of delaying strategies, and
the nation could default for
the first time ever on some
of its debt.

“This can and should be
a breakthrough year for our
economy, Lew told the
Bipartisan Policy Center.
“The table is now set for us
to build on the economic
progress that we have made
over the last five years
— and 1t 1s incumbent on
Washington to be part of
the solution, and to avoid
the brinksmanship of recent
years that has done so much
to diminish economic
momentum.”

Some congressional
Republicans are looking
for concessions from the
administration in exchange
for their support on the debt
limit Increase.

Also, early next month,
Obama will submit his
federal budget for the fiscal
year that begins Oct. |
Presidential budgets almost
always tngger partisan
warfare. In fact, the White
House 1s already drawing
heat from some Republi-
cans for delaying its fiscal
2015 budget submission by
a month. Presidential bud-
gets are traditionally sent 10
Congress in early Februan

“The president failed to
meet one of his most basic
responsibilities — submit a
budget to Congress,” com-
plained Sen. John Cornyn,
R-Texas. noting that Obama
had called on Congress only
two weeks ago in his State
of the Umon address to act
quickly on his prionties

— = = — — o
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From 11A

we then went to to the
probate ofthce where all ol
the paperwork was copied
and hled

This may seem routine
and uneventful, but 1t was
actually just the opposite
A number of people have
vaild in such an important
and emotional time as thas,
they seem to be treated
like a number and herded
through a maze of uncar
ing burcaucrats. Judge
Bradford took the time to
answer our questions and
perform his duties thor
oughly. and the women in
the probate ofhice could not
have been more helplul.
ethewent and fnendly

The residents of Midland
County are very fortunate
to have county statf who
are so helptul and hard-
working. While they don't
always get the credit they
deserve, | wanted to take
this opportunity to publicly
thank them. Keep up the
L_L'IHH’ work.

Richard Jolly

Commissioners
conceal information
on assessor post

The saying that power
corrupts rings true with
the make up of the current
county Commissioners’
Court.

The court willfully
engages in concealment
rather than disclosure
in their suppression of
relevant public information
relating to the vacancy in
an elected position, namely
the tax assessor, who gave
ample notice, thus provid-
ing the court the opportuni-
ty to elicit from the whole
community interest in the
position. Their desire to
anoint an heir apparent is
suggestive of their own
insecurity in maintaining
absolute power.

Additionally, the court’s
deceptive and grossly
misleading approach in
their projecting of cosd
associated with alleged
community projects leans
toward managenal incom-
petence. To date, not one
project has come in close
to the onginal guesstimate
the court members quoted.
(examples: courthouse.
Horseshoe Arena, hhrur}.
road projects). The court’s
blank check approach 1s
contradictory of their al-
leglance o conservatism
(Do more with less tax
dollars.)

It would. however, be
unfair to burden the court
with all the blame as those
voters who descnbed
themselves as conser-
vatives demonstrate a
mandatory conformity that
neither knows integrity nor
dissent for fear of social
disassociation, thus leading
o the total abandonment
on their party’s principled
values in the relentless
clinging to power at the in-
surmountable cost to then
conscience.

Finally. with the current
mindset of the Midland
County conservative party
and no change in sight.
mediocrity is the future of
this community.

Manuel Lujan

Pro-life leader makes
unusual statement

You just have to love the
single-mindedness tunnel
vision of anti-abortion
leaders such as Elizabeth
Graham. director of Texas
Right to Life, when she
1ssued the statement:
“There's no data showing
contraception prevents
abortion.”

Duh! Women who do
not become pregnant do
not need abortions!

Dee Russell,

Big Spring

Be sure 1o check out next Sunday's edition 1o read more
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WATCH MOVIES &

EARN REWARDS
anger that the shutdown ‘ THE CLUB

ignited and its damage to B~ i 5
the economy. Many don't - L
seem quite as eager (o go to
the mat again, especially on
the fast-approaching debt
ceiling.

“The goal here is to
increase the debt ceiling,”
Boehner told reporters.
“No one wants to default
on our debt.” However, the
House speaker didn’t rule
out trying to get something
in return for such GOP
support.

1 ,#H#.f

vﬂ"’

erizon

THIS WEEK ONLY

TABLETS | PHONES
ON THE BEST NETWORK

FREE

Conveniently sized
on-the-go tablet

Verizon Ellipsis™ /7
14999 7 yr pnce - S150 instant savings

New 2yt actwation required Offer vald
through 2/ V)

FREE

Samsung Galaxy 5 4

il

FREE

DEVICE EXCLUSIVE

1 asting DatTery

h,l.“l

L L

[ =3

W

-
. i i

NEW DATA PLANS

STARTING
AS LOW AS

UNLIMITED
TALK & TEXT

DATA
PLAN

o4

CALL: 1.800.256 4646 |

CLICK: vzw.com/freedevice VISIT:vzw com/storelocator

Our Surcharges (incl. Fed. Univ. Svc. of 16.4% of interstate & int | telecom charges (varies quarterly) 16< Regulatory
& 88¢ Admiristrative/line/mo., & others by area) are not taxes (detalls | 883 684 1888) gov't taxes & our surcharges
could add 6% - 42% o your bill. Activation/upgrade fee/line up to 535

IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION Subject to Cust Agnnt, Calling Plan rebate form & credit approval Uy o arty
lermindaton h‘l'“m l Simﬂ ﬂ“ Aow an e i-lp-'-twtn'b{; Iee May ,gpp!u., WMo K VTAOP . varving Oy o I AvanaDw
everywhere see vew com. Limited-time offers While supplies last Rebate debat card take up 10 b weeks & expires in 1) month

(A Sales tax based on full retall price of phone In MA. Sales tax based on Verzon Wireless (05t of a device purchased at & drcoon’
with servce Add’] (A eWaste fee may apply DROID is & trademark of Lucasflm (1d and 1ty refated companies. Used under hoense
< 2014 Samsung Telecommunications America, LLC ("Samsung”). Samsung and Galaxy 5 are both regrsterad trademarks of Samung
Hlectromc: Amenca Inc and/or Rs refated entities Google Play and Android are trademarks of Google inc © 2074 Flectronic Arts I
EA, EA SPORTS the £ A SPORTS logo and Plants vs. Jombies are trademarks of Flectronic Arts inc All other rademarks are the property

of their respective owneys 0 2014 Verizon Wireless " HIRGRA :

Alcatel-Lucent .




PAGE 14A

By Julie Pace

Associated Press
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WASHINGTON — "Do m.;*: c“-

you guys have health in-

surance””’ David Bransheld lﬂMh q,

asks each ume a group of "m m m now w

college students passes by. dentist in Williams,  outreach efforts for the
Some nod }'t"sh ‘\:f\;r "5' didn’'t : White House. He M the

promise O Slop back alter trategy “"m'u

class. Others don’t bother w]: t;m“' t:::& sel- ;m‘ wf‘:’k is 1o “L

removing their headphones. or a follow-up  them where they're at.”

Nearly every day, Brans-
field comes to a satellite
campus of the University
of the Dastrict of Columbia’
in the shadow of the Capi-
tol, sitting for hours behind
a table in the lobby of a
classroom building.

With an Apple laptop and
lots of fliers, he’s part of the
army of workers and volun-

. Bur:u::lld.whowmb
or ynmndo;tnm

zation Young Invinci

said sngmng up young
people takes patience,
given that most are buying
insurance on their own for
the first time, The process
can sometimes take weeks,
he bﬂld. ds we Cﬁllc-(:' ult S
the information they need

wmwhcr

el
mfmmmmm

America’s
mwﬂlalmstcuﬂmly
keep tabs on her enroll-
ment status through March
31, mirroring the way the
Obama campailn tracked

TEiigEl: S B

=3

]

48

teers trying to enroll young,
and probably healthy,
people 1n health insurance
available through President
Barack Obama s law

Run largely by groups
with close ties 1o the White
House, the recruiting effort
1s based 1n part on lessons
learned from Obama’s
presidential races| which
revolutionized thd way
campaigns tracked and
largeted voters

“On the campaign. you
want to be able to hnd an
Obama voter and you want
to get them to vote., said
Matt Sanne. who utllkul
on the 2012 campaign '
data team and 15 now
analyucs director at the or-
ganization Enroll Amenca
“In the enrollment world.
you want to hnd someone
who 1s uninsured and vou
want to get them to enroll

More than any othe
group. participation rom
among the “young invin
cibles those ages X 1o
4 will be crucial to the
[aW S SUCCess

The Kaiser Family Foun
dation estimates that about
40 percent of those who
enroll need to be young
and healthy. to balance oul
the higher costs of insuring
older. sicker people

But less than two months

AP file photo

Dawvid Bransheld. a state outreach coordinator for Young Invincibles, a group which supports Presi-
dent Barack Obama's health care law, talks with student Philippe Komongnan, 27, who is in the pro-
cess of signing up for health care Jan. 30 at the University of the District of Columbia in Washington.

before the March 31 sign-
up deadline. the adminis-.
tration 1s lagging behind
Its goal

Young adults made up
about one-fourth of the
2.2 milhon people who
cnrolled in the exchanges
through December, the last
time the administration
released demographic data

Othaals announced in
mid-January that 3 milhon
people had enrolled inn
surance plans. but ofthcials
didn’t update the demo
eraphic details

C nuces of the law sand
yvoung people were moslt
likely to be turned ot by
the technical problems
that marred the first two
months ol onhine sign-ups

l I‘It.‘fh also said some
voung people will opt to
pay the penalty for not en
rolling — %95, or | percent
of income. whichever 1s
higher - rather than pay
more for coverage

A December Gallup poll
found that 26 percent of
uninsurcd people ander the
age of 30 intended to pay
the fine rather than enroll

White House officials
have minimized the slow
enrollment by young
people, saying they always
expected those in their 20s
and 30s to enroll toward
the end of the six-month
sign-up penod.

Spokesman Jay Carney
said young people are
more likely to be deadline-
driven and “late to the
party when 1t comes to
sIgning up.

Megan Chapman 1s
among the holdouts.

The 23-year-old college
student from High Point,
N.C.. has been without
health insurance for several
years. She s been thinking
about signing up through
the new federal market-
place but said she s heard
conflicting information
about the costs, prompting
her to do more research

“It just depends on the
price and how much hi-
nancial aid | can get, said
(hapman, her laptop and
spiral notebook spread out
before her as she worked
in the Guiltord Techmical
Commumity College cal
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Accolade Home Care

Cardiac Screenings

Accolade's proven Cardiac

program offers very effective

ways to treat ~2art disease

to improve your quality of

Iife and keep you from being

hospitalized. Accolade also

has a telemonitoring program

that enables our nurses to be

connected with you daily even

when they are not there in your

home. With Accolade you are

not alone.

y 4
Accolade

Permian Basin
(432) 686-1944

Polo Park Estates
2100 Castieford, Midland, TX
2/18/14
10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Lincoin Tower
311 W 4th, Midland, TX
21314

10:00 a.m. - noon

Open to the Community

eteria in Jamestown, N.C.
“I'm unemployed. | can’t

pay.a whole lot of money.
So that will definitely be a
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likely Democratic voters.
Uhlike the political
campaign, in which staff-
ers relied on voting records
to track possible support-
ers, there’s no ready-made
list of the uninsured. So
outside groups are compil-
ing their own databases
through contacts their vol-
unteers make while they're

to enroll or weigh the op-

tions available to them.
But the deadline has

increased the pressure on
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