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‘All too often, we hear from elderly people that all
their money is gone, but it is only the fifth of the

month.'

- Celia Serrano, coordinator,
Panhandie Community Services

Abuse of elderly
expected to rise

as population ages

By DIANNA F. DANDRIDGE
Staff Writer

There is heightened awareness of
the problems of child abuse and
spousal abuse, and law enforcement
agencies are more aggressive in going
after abusers.

However, abuse of the elderly is
on the rise -- and all too often goes
unnoticed.

According to information
published by the American Bar
Association, elder abuse comes in
many forms: physical, emotional,
psychological, neglectabandonment
and financial exploitaiton.

The National Center on Elder
Abuse estimates 820,000 elderly
adults were abused in 1994 and that
number is expected to increase as the
population ages.

Abusers realize the frailties and
fears of many elderly people and take
advantage of them.

Senior citizens are prime targets
because they often are afraid of
reprisals after a confrontation or
being alone with no one to talk to or
help them.

This is a very real problem for
many older adults. Once their
eyesight and health begin to fail,
older people have to rely on someone,
and, unfortunately, they often are
forced to turn to abusive family
members.

"All too often, we hear from
elderly people that all their money is
gone, but it is only the fifth of the
month," said Celia Serrano, coordina-
tor for the Panhandle Community
Services. "We ask what happened to
their money and usually we hear they
had to help a son or grown child.

"Often this is how the elderly keep
from having to say someone took
their money -- often with the threat
of violence, should the senior refuse,”
Serrano said.

As bad as this sounds, this
financial strain is not the most
common form of elder abuse.

Of all forms of elder abuse, neglect
is reported in 58.5 percent of the
cases, with physical abuse being
reported in only 15.7 percent of the

cases.

Serrano said the most her office
can do is to refer elderly abuse
victims to the Texas Department of
Human Services, Elderly Protective
Services, and offer them what
services they qualify for through her
office.

Statistics report most victims of
clderabuse are white women, age 76
and older. Most victims were abused
by family members.

Like child abuse, elder abuse
carries some stiff penalties. But,
unlike child abuse, it often goes
unreported.

All 50 states have laws pertaining
to elder abuse, reporting it and
penalties against senior citizens.

Since elder abuse takes so many
forms, many people are never really
sure whether or not a case involves
abuse.

Serrano gave the example of a
man, who several years ago, had been
diagnosed with a terminal illness. The
man was required to be on oxygen
most of the day. The family home had
no air conditioner, so the family
seated him under a tree, with his
oxygen. Was this abuse or was this
simply a bad case of family doing the
best they could do?

Other instances include senior
citizens who agree to have someone
live with them so they don’t have to
live with their children or go live in
a nursing home.

Often someone is hired to live with
the seniors or supposed to check on
them regularly. These employment
situations often lead to problems.

The hired individual is in a prime
position to take advantage of person
under their care.

Diana Balzer, director of Clinical
Services for Hereford Home Health
Care, said the law requires any
agency dealing with health care must
do a criminal history report, both
state and local, on anyone working in
the health care industry.

"We look for any felony violations
including child abuse charges.
Anything on their records and they

See ABUSE, Page 3A
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Shannon Wilburn (left) and Nick Mackie of Satellite Shelters go over plans for medical office project

Wilburn still learning on the job

By DONALD M. COOPER
Brand Editor

Anyone driving by Hereford
Regional Medical Center can see
Shannon Wilburn’s handiwork.

Wilburn is the construction
manager for the new medical office
complex being installed adjacent to
the hospital.

Yes, that’s right. He's overseeing
the installation, not the construction,
of a new office complex. That’s
because the new complex is not your
conventional building. Rather, it’s a
collection of 20-plus pre-built
modules that have been trucked into
Hereford and installed on the
foundation built earlier.

This i1s Wilburn’s first modular
complex construction, and he said it
probably is the "trend of the future.”
Because the modular buildings, which
are constructed at a plant then moved
to the site, allow builders to complete
their work in less ime, while offering
the advantages of on-site construc-
ron.

"When (the project) is completed,
the modules will look just like on-site
construction,” he said.

Wilburn, whose company Wilburn
Investments is overseeing the hospital
project, is learning from this job --
and that’s nothing new for him. He's
being learning on the job for years.

He was born and raised in

Hereford, graduating in 1982 from
Hereford High School. He attended
West Texas State University (now
West Texas A&M) in Canyon for two
years, but leftin 1984 because he was
too busy with his own company to
stay in college.

The company was a partnership
with is uncle, Galen Hromas of
Bovina. Wilburn had gotten his first
taste of construction working during
the summers for his uncle.

Also, as a youngster, he said he
had followed along with his uncle and
his grandfather, Arnold Hromas, also
of Bovina.

"We did a lot of houses in Clovis,
Farwell, Bovina -- in that area,” he

said. Also, Wilburm Investments built

the Hereford Senior Community,

located near the Homeland supermar-
ket on North 25 Mile Avenue. His
mother, Charlotte Wilburn, manages
the complex, he said.

When Wilburn started out in the
partnership with hisuncle, there was
another company, Wilburn Invest-
ments, which was not a construction
firm. After the partnership was
dissolved, Wilburn said, everything
was shifted under the Wilbum
Investments umbrella

The company, located at 801 E.
2nd, also is involved in property

See WILBURN, Page 3A

Area residents can express
views on county health care

By DONALD M. COOPER
Brand Editor

Twenty-three Deaf Smith County
residents invited 10 of their closest
friends - and the public - to join them
next week in talking about health
care.

The areawide public meeting will
begin at 7 p.m. Monday at the
Hereford Independent School District
Administration Building, 601 N. 25
Mile Ave. It is expected to last about
21/2 hours, with child care provided
for participants.

The meeting is open to residents
of Hereford, Dawn and surrounding
areas of Deaf Smith County.

The meeting, "People’s Choice for
Better Health,” is spnsored by the
Deaf Smith County Community
Health Improvement Partnership
(CHIP) and will be led by the
partners.

«The goal of the meeting is to bring
arca residents together to develop a
list of improvements they believe to

be needed in the county’s health care
system. Also, the partners hope the
meeting will generate new ideas that
could help make Deaf Smith County
a healthier place to live.

"It will be a different kind of
public meeting than you have every
attended before,” community health
organizer Pat Stone said. "We'll use
a unique, enjoyable process.
Everyone who attends gets to share
their opinions about local health care
services without having to actually
stand up and speak to the entire
audience.”

Stone said some area residents
have been reluctant to participate,
saying they have no expertise on
health care issues. However, she said,
everyone has some dealings with the
health care system, so those
experiences give knowledge that can
be useful for the project.

"We need everyone to participate,”
she said.

CHIP chair Emesl Flood stated

this type of meeting has been
successful in other communities. The
involvement and support of residents
ultimately will share the future of
local health care services.

"Residents need to come forward
now to express their ideas about
health care. This meeting will provide
an excellent opportunity (for them)
to voice their concemns,” he said.

Participants will include physi-
cians, dentists, and hospital and
ambulance personnel, as well as
individuals involved in environmental
health issues, mental health services,
senior health issues, teen or child
health, public health and wellness
programs.

The public discussion is part of the
effort directed by Pat Stone,
community health organizer for Deaf
Smith County, and the Community
Health Improvement Partnership

See HEALTH, Page 3A
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New at crisis center

Staci Urbanczyk (seated), new director of the Women and Children's
Crisis Center, learns the ropes from Katheryn Musser. See story, Page

2A.

3
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Golf tournament
Wheie’s the beef? '
There will on hand when Hereford hosts the Beef

Capital of the ‘Breaker Open Golf Tournament at

John Pitman Golf Course Feb. 21-22.

The two-person scramble will be limited tothe first 40 paid
teams. Entry fee will be $120 per team and includes green fees,
prizes and a beef dinner follpwing Saturday’s round. Carts
will be extra. Checks should be mide payable to the John Pitman
Golf Course Association.

The tourncy title, ‘‘Ice-Breaker Open,” refers not only to
the first tourney of the year but it will sound familiarto feedyard
operators who may still be breaking ice so the cattle can get *
to the water.

There will be a shotgun start each day, and teams will be
flighted aftcr the first round by the tournament handicap
commitiee. '

Based on a full field of 40 teams (80 players), prizes wiil
be $300 for first place, $180 for second and $120 for third.

For information; call 363-7139 or 1-800-687-6255.

Emergency FSA loans

y

As the world's thoughts turn to the Winter Olympic Games,
Hereford High School's Academic Decathlon team members
did their own thing to bring home the gold. The team competed

g MM
and five third-place medals. Team members are (from left, back)
Myra Sanders, Ruben Coronado, Torrac Hayes, Dwayne
Dotson, Andrew Del Toro, (front) Tan Nguyen, Charles Hubner,

Applications for emergency farm loans for losses caused
by three snowstormswith heavy snow and high winds are being
accepted in the Hereford and Vega Farm Service Agency offices.

Deaf Smith and Oldham counties are two of eight in Texas
recently named by FSA administrator Keith Kelly as eligible
for loans to cover part of severe physical losses (only) resulting
from the three snowstorms.

Farmers may be cligible for loans up to 80 percent of their
physical losses, needed to continue in business. For farmers
unable to obtain credit from private commercial lenders, the
interest rate is 3.75 percent.

The deadline for applications is Aug. 16, but farmers are
urged to apply as soon as possible. Delays in applying could
create backlogs irl processing and possibly over into the new
season.

County commission

Members of the Deaf Smith County Commissioners Court
will open bids for county insurance, adopt a proposed order
of renaming streets in the San Jose community (Precinct 2),
advertise for a deputy clerk in the county clerk’s office, and
conduct a public hearing on a request by Bimbo Foods for a
tax abatement.

DSEC scholarship

Deaf Smith Electric Cooperative will award five $2,000
scholarships in May to eligible applicants of immediate families
of active members and active employees of Deaf Smith Electric
Cooperative.

Applicants may bé either traditional high school graduates
or student swishing to continue an education after an extended
absence. Applicants must be of good character and provide
at least three letters of recommendation from teachers, principals,
or counselors. Selection will be based grade point average,
community activities, service work and recommendations.
Secondary criteria will include; written essay, SAT/ACT scores
and academic honors.

Applications may be obtained from area high schools, extension
offices of Deaf Smith, Parmer, Castro and Oldham counties,
or Deaf Smith Electric Cooperative office in Hereford.

Applications must be received no later than March 13. Awards
will be announced within sixty days of closing date.

Auxiliary will meet

King’s Manor Auxiliary will meet at 5 p.m. Tuesday in the
[.amar Room for a short business meeting and a salad supper.
Each member attending is asked to bring a large salad of their
choice

Partly cloudy

Tonight, partly cloudy with a low around 30 and variable
wind 5-15 mph, becoming northwest late.

Sunday, partly cloudy and warmer with a high around 60
and west to southwest wind 10-20 mph.

5-DAY FORECAST

Monday, partly cloudy, low 30 to 35, high around 55.

Tuesday, mostly cloudy with a slight chance of rain, low
30 to 35 and cooler with a high in the upper 40s.

Wednesday, partly cloudy, low in the upper 20s, high around
535

FRIDAY RECAP
High, 43; low, 34; no precipitation.

DESSIE J. COODY
Feb. 6, 1998

Dessie Juanita Coody, 74, of Beeville, died Friday. A son, Dwain Kendrick
Coody, lives in Hereford

Services will be 2 p.m. Monday in Galloway & Sons Chapel of Beeville
with the Rev. John Sisk officiating

Mrs. Coody was born in Sasakwa, Okla. She was a homemaker and
member of the First Baptist Church in Pettus and a member of the VFW
Auxiliary in Lockhart. She married Howard K. Coody in 1939 at Maysville,
Okla He died 1n 1997

Survivors include three daughters, Lillie Fern Gilland of Beeville, Donna
Kay McIntosh of Dumas and Mary Lynn Garrity of Hart; three sons, Dwain
K. Coody of Hereford, Earl Ray Coody of Beeville and Charles E. Coody
of Victonia; 18 grandchildren and 27 great-grandchildren

in a regional decathlon meet Jan. 30-31 in Abilene, placing
second in region. They needed only 75 points to qualify for
state. The team brought home 14 first-place, six second-place

HHS academic team qualifies for state 4

Hereford High School’s Academic
Decathlon team placed second at the
Regional Academic Decathlon meet,
held Jan. 30-31 in Abilene.

The team needed only 75 points
additional points to earn aspotin the
state compeltition.

The Academic Decathlon focuses
on academic competition as team
members test their knowledge in math

science, social science, music,
language, literature, art, essay, speech
interview and Super Quiz. This year's
Super Quiz topic was "Globalization:
The New Economy."

Eddic Montoya, a three-year
veteran, carned eight first-place
medals and one second-place medal.

Charles Hubner, a first-year senior
earned two first-place medals and a

Laurie Gilbert, Lynita Dotson and Eddie Montoya. Not pic-
tured is team alternate Emily Curtis. ol

third-place medal.

Lynita Dotson, a sophomore, won
two first-place and two-second place
medals. Andrew Del Toro, a senior,
earned a second-place medal.

Tan Nguyen, a sophomore, earned
a third place. Torrac Hayes, a junior,
eamed two first-place, two second-

_place and two third-place medals.

Ruben Coronado, a junior, won a

>3

. Ao
third-place medal. P,

The team h,mm
Perkins, Joe Don Cumming
Cherie Zinck.

Students preparing for; the,

decathlon studied in a zero ho%
setting - 7-8:30 a.m. - for four da
a week for a full semester.

"This is a great honor,” Cummings
said. "Both for the school and the
students. They did very well."

Basketball royalty

Julie Rampley and Bryant McNutt give each other a hug after they were named Hereford High
School's Basketball King and Queen during a pep rally Friday at the high school. Other members
of the court include Freddie Escobal, Briar Baker, Matt Cosby, Jeremy High and Catie Betzen,
senior attendants; Corey Marsh and Rachel Chavez, junior attendants; Amanda Hill and Brady
Daniels, sophomore attendants; and Jeremy Gonzales and Lyndzie Torbert, freshman attendants.

Plainview packing plant closed

PLAINVIEW - A beef-packing plant in Plainview was shut down Friday
after a federal inspector reportedly found metal contaminated by fecal matter.

Jesse Privett,a U.S. Agriculture Department inspector, reportedly found
the contaminated beef Thursday at the Excel plant.

Plant officials said the meat, which was on the loading dock, was not

shipped out to consumers.

USDA compliance officers were expected o inspect the Plainview plant
this weekend, which leaves Excel officials hopeful it will reopen Monday.
Excel employs about 1,800 people and slaughters about 4,000 cattle

per day

AUSTIN (AP) - The winning
Cash Five numbers drawn Friday
by the Texas Lottery:

3-8-16-25-38

AUSTIN (AP) - The winning
Pick 3 numbers drawn Friday by
the Texas Lottery, in order:

9-0-0

Urbanczyk
takes post

Staci Urbanczyk has replaced
Nancy Griego at the Women's and
Children’s Crisis Center.

Griego, who was instrumental in
reviving the crisis center, left
Hereford in December.

Urbanczyk comes to the Women
and Children’s Crisis Center from
Dalhart, where she was executive
director of the CASA Program.

She and her husband, Ben
Urbanczyk, a local Department of
Public Safety officer, have three
children.

In one of her first official
activities, Urbanczyk will participate
in volunteer training, beginning Feb.
17. :

The training will be 6:30-9:30 p.m.
Tuesdays and Thursdays in the XIT
building, 809 S. 25 Mile Ave.

Anyone interested in volunteering
should call the Women’s and
Children’s Crisis Center at 363-6727
or go by Room 301 in the Deaf Smith
County Courthouse, 235 E. 3rd.

L ol A0 1d0
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HEREFORD POLICE
Feb. 7, 1998
Incidents

- Criminal mischief reported in 100 block
of Avenue F and 700 block of Irving;

- Theft reported in 200 block of Avenue F
and 1100 block of West Park Avenue;

- Burglary of a habitation reported in 900
block of Union; :

- Disorderly conduct reported in 400 block
of 25 Mile Avenue;

- Class C assault reported in 700 block of
La Plata Drive.

Arrests

- A 22-year-old male arrested in 600 block
of 25 Mile Avenue in connection with traffic
offenses;

- A 22-year-old male arrested in 800 block
of 4th Street on charge of driviing while
intoxicated.
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U.S. officials wonder if bombing will chasten Iraq

- The simplest answer is that from

the U.S.
continued defiance of the United
Nations cannot go unanswered. To
ignore him is to allow him to move
ahead with his weapons program and
threaten every nation within range of
his missiles.

Secondly, an attack in Iraq has no
]S)olidcal downside in the United

tates.

Even Sen. Jesse Helms, R-N.C.,
chairman of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee and one of
Clinton’s most vociferous critics, said
Saturday on CNN that he would

. persuade S

int, Saddam's

credible eat of . force would

to back down, at
least long enough to defuse the
current crisis.

“The threat of military force is
often one of the most useful ways to
gct diplomatic action,” SecmaoNf

tate Madeleine Albright told
on Sunday.

" Eliot Cohen, a Johns Hopkins
professor whodirected the Pentagon
study of the effectiveness of the air
war against Iraq after it invaded
Kuwait, said the U.S. military has
some advantages it did not have seven
years ago.

“We've been in Iraq for a long
time now,” he said. “They (the
Iraqis) are not as wealthy as they used
to be and there are probably more
people who are willing to cooperate
with us.”

When U.S. and allied air forces
were pummeling Iraq in 1991,
Pentagon briefers gave upbeat

assessments of the raids. However,
Cohen’s study of the air campaign

endorse bombing Iraq.
Another possibility is that a

Road work

Construction will begin next week at the intersection of U.S.
Hwys. 385 and 60. The Texas Department of Transportation
(TxDOT) is replacing the old intersection with a new concrete
intersection, which will last longer with the area’s heavy truck
traffic.

Gilvin-Terrill Inc. of Amarillo is the contractor for the project.
Traffic in each lane will be reduced to one lane in each direction
for the duration of the project, which is expected to take about
two months.

ABUSE

are ineligible for employmient in health care.”

"This is probably one of the biggest benefits of going through and agency,”
said Balzer. "Without the criminal history checks, you never really know
about the person who is caring for the senior adult.”

According to Balzer, criminal checks are also run on individuals who
come from out of state.

"Speaking only for our company,” said Balzer, "we imvestigate our employees
thoroughly. If we suspect abuse, it, 100, is thoroughly investigated.”

Bruises aren’t always caused by abuse, especially on senior citizens.
Different medications can cause bruises, as well as falls and bumps.

"But what we look for is anything unusual," said Balzer. "We check
it all out.”

According to a number of officials, most trouble comes from hiring
private individuals without doing the criminal history checks.

Katheryn Musser of the Women and Children's Crisis Center said her
agency's office is equipped to deal with elder abuse, but there aren’t many

"If we get a report, we treat it just like any other domestic violence. We
work out a protective service plan and treat it just like any other abusive
situation,"” said Musser.

Like child abuse, there is help for the victims of elder abuse. The first
step is reporting the abuse. Officials encourage friends and family members
to report suspected cases of elder abuse.

"If we don’t know about it, we can’t offer any help,” said Musser.

WILBURN

From Page 1A
management, with rental properties that are run by his wife, Melanie.

There are four full-time employees of Wilburn Investments, which has
been busy.

"We're building a 68-unit apartment complex in Pampa. We just (about)
to start a 58-unit apartment complex in Lamesa, and we're doing a handful
of home additions -- smaller jobs,” Wilburn said.

After leaving college, Wilbum also did some projects with his father,
Jerry Wilburn, who is an equipment design consultant.

"Dad taught me design and how to read blueprints,” he said.

Wilburn said he receives satisfaction from completing a project, "taking
it from start to finish."

If there’s a drawback to the job, Wilburn said, it has to be the paperwork,
which "keeps me tied to the desk.”

The big project being handled now, the hospital medical office complex,
is still on schedule for its April 1 completion date, Wilburn said.

" After I'm finished, there’s a lot of logistics to be take care of,” he said,
noting the tenants will be able to occupy the building, but the construction
crews still be on site, moving in furniture, building the parking lot and

ing.

The Wilburns have two children, Andrew, 9, and Stephanie, 7.
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found the results were far more
mixed.

The study concluded that the air
strikes played a role in the
niﬁddeud.ebqimmm.bn
that it took ground forces to dislodge
them from Kuwait. The study also
found no evidence that air strikes
destroyed Scud missiles on the

Cohen said an air campaign aimed
at Iraq’s infrastructure could shake
Saddam’s hold on power. “If you
were 10 take out all the television
stations and telecommunications so
that he finds it hard to communicate
with the Republican Guard or the
police, I could imagine it having a
serious effect,” he said.

Former Secretary of State James
A. Baker Il advocated a similar
approach on “Fox News Sunday.’

*“The one thing that I'm convinged
would bring (Saddam) to heel is to
take out his infrastructure, pretty
much the way we did during the Gulf
War," Baker said.

s and power
with the presidential palaces
that has placed off-limits to
U.N. inspectors.

Baker, who was secretary of state
during the war, said most of Iraq’s
ability to develop nuclear or chemical
weapons was sharply diminished.
However, he said it would be “damn
hard to find biological weapons
facilities,”” which can be set up in a

ingle room.
said the United States must
recognize ‘“‘that the problem is
Saddam, and the truth of the matter
is we can’t let up on the Iraqis until
he's gone.”

But how to achieve that goal is
another question. !

Baker said it would be a mistake
to think American troops could go
into Iraq and capture Saddam. He said
an attempt to occupy Iraq would turn
the confrontation into ‘‘a

U.S.-Israel-versus-the-Arab-world U:v—--e-u—
e e

-type war, and we don’t want that.”
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Cohen said today's
precision-guided weapons are more

effective than the ones used in the Gulf
War. But even with those im
weapons, he said, “that "t
necessarily say you hit all the targets
y':nmwhitwhcnyouwammhit
L g

The Johns Hopkins wamed
against thinking that a few air strikes
would accomplish anything.

“You have to go back and revisit
them and you have to hit them with
alot of stuff,” Cohen said. *“The idea
that you just have a few artfully placed
shots and that does it, I think we leamed
in the Gulf War it doesn’t work that
way.”

Donald M. Rothberg has covered
national and international gffairs for
The Associated Press in Washington
since 1966.

TA

TEXAS PRESS ASSOCIATION

364-2261 or 364-8097

Creative Balloons is located
inside Val's
411 North Main Street
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That feller on Tierra Blanca Creek says the one who is pulling on the
omdouna lnvelboom::bm
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WithOov.Wlﬂulhekeymmcaket the annual Chamber
Banquet on Feb. 20 will attract about 1,000 people and be the best-atiended
C of C events in many years. Tickets went on sale Monday, and they
were all gone by 10 8.m. Tuesday. No one seems to know for sure, but
that may be-a record time for a sellout here.

A large number of tables will be decorated by local businesses and

other groups.

Don Cumpton

said this week that the

manager
Bull Bam will open Thursday for the decorators, and they' Il have to finish
by noon Friday. This is because of security measures associated with

o0o

the governor'’s appearance.

Construction of the new medical office com
Medical Center is moving fast. The complex is

x at Hereford Regional
than we anticipated,

covering most of the west of the hospital

The new Burger

nuhoukin”
lawnhismoa

property.
on 25 Mile Avenue, just south of Park Avenue,
ly. The ribbon-cutting ceremony may be held

o0o
A newspaper editor lists a few reasons not to trust the computer spell
check(read earefully to find the wrong words):

“In our buk)

conversations,” she nid

will pedal unique items in the Marriott ballroom.
we often don’t take the time for intellectual

‘Exhbe&mlu.ﬁﬂlpimbuh.mdmelovalevclofeth
can be furnished according to the owner’s desire.

*Because of illegal immigration problems, the congressman said he
has met with Immunization and Naturalization Service officials.

*She was charged with carless driving.

*For dessert, | had an orange mouse, a light creamy concoction.

*"We'd have to double the bn:od(l)of Vail Mountain," he said.

Valentine's Day rolls around again next Saturday, and the U.S. Census
Bureau takes note of the event 10 give us statistics on marriages and divorces,
chocolates and candies, and flowers.

During 1995, there were 2.3 million marriages and 1.2 million divorces
in the U.S. On a typical day in 1995, that meant 6,400 marriages and
3,200 divorces took place. That also indicates a lot of people chose the
wrong sweetheart. Among 18-10-24-year-olds, 24 percent of women and
::Jauccmofmw were married as of 1995. The figures rose to 64 percent

55 percent for 25-10-34-year-olds, and 74 percent each for 35-t0-54-year-
olds. For persons 55 and over, the percentage falls to 53 percent for women,

but increases to 79 percent for men.

Pennsylvania could be called the nation’s sweetest state. It has more
«establishments making candy and other confectionery products(83) and

chocolate and cocoa products(25) than

any other state. The chocolate

andcandy given on Valentine's Day was probably made in the U.S. where
169 such establishments employing 10,200 people produced and shipped

$3.3 billion worth of those
establishments, empl

in 1995. Meanwhile, 762 other

ing 53,700 people, manufactured other candy

products and shipped $11.3 billion worth of goods.
Then again, these sugary products could have been made outside the

U.S. Between January and October, 1997, the U.S. imported $250 million .
worth of chocolate from Canada, more than from anywhere else. The
United Kingdom was the leading supplier of non-chocolate candy to the
U.S. during same period with shipments totaling $75.7 million.

There is no shortage of places where you can buy flowers for your
valentine. In 1995, there were 26,400 florists nationwide, employing

123,600 persons. The dollar volume
was not available in 1995.

of flowers sold on Valentine's Day

Dear Editor:

We lost our aunt, Thelma Fields, (on) Wednesday, Jan. 28, in a fire that
destroyed her home, where she had lived for over 40 years.
The love and support we received from the citizens of Hereford is

overwhelming.

To the firemen who fought the blaze and tried to help, thank you. It takes
special individuals to be a fireman and Hereford is fortunate to have such

fine men in this capacity.

Linda Inman Holland,
Lubbock

The Hereford Brand welcomes letters to the editor on subjects of interest to our readers.
Short letters are most likely to be chosen for pablication, but the use of any material
is at the discretion of the editor. The editor reserves the right to edit letters to meet space
requirements, for clarity, or to avold obscenity, libel or invasion of privacy.

Although letters discussing overall political situations may be considered, we will
not publish letters endorsing or denouncing any particular candidate. All letters must
bear the handwritten signature of the writer and include the address and phone number
for verification purposes. Address and phone number will not be printed unless necessary.

Letters published do not necessarily reflect the editorial policy or beliefs of this newspaper.
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We really don't need another television awards
show, but if the network honchos decide there’s a time
slot open for a new awards show, then I think the Darwin
Award should be considered.

mmwkmmmnﬁmm
oL in have mapaged AF maym .,
themsely mumumm‘f

A friend who's a literary agentip New Ymcny' &

recently shared the Darwin Award nominees, and
ultimate winner, with me.

Previous Darwin laureates include the man who
was killed when the vending machine he was trying
to extract a soft drink from fell on him, a would-be
aviator who strapped a jet engine to his car and blew
it up, and last year’s lawn chair aviator who tied 45
helium balloons to his lawn chair and cut himself loose.

This year's nominations include:

1 - A San Anselmo (Calif.) man died when he hit
a lift tower at the Mammouth Mountain Ski Area while
riding down the slope on a foam pad.

10 the Mono County Sheriff’s Department,
Matthew David Hubal, 22, and some friends had hiked
up a ski run called Stump Alley about 3 a.m. and undid
some yellow foam protectors from the lift towers.

The pads are used to protect skiers who might hit
the towers. The group apparently used the pads to slide
down the ski slope and Hubal crashed into a tower.
Investigators later determined the tower he hit was
the one with its pad removed.

2 - Robert Puelo, 32, apparently was being disorderly
ina St. Louis (Mo.) market. When the clerk threatened
to call the police, Puelo grabbed a hot dog, shoved
itin his mouth and walked out without paying for it.
Police found him unconscious in front of the store;
paramedics removed a 6-inch weiner from his throat,
where it had choked him to death.

3 - Spanish poacher Marino Malerba, who shot a

standing above him on an ing rock. Malerba
was killed instantly when the stag fell on him.

4 - A Kincaid, W. Va. man popped a blasting cap
into his mouth and bit down, triggering an explosion
that blew off his lips, teeth and tongue. Jerry Stromyer,
24, bit the blasting cap as a prank during a party,
according to West Virginia state troopers.

An investigator said another man at the party had
the blasting cap in an aquarium, hooked to a battery,
and was trying toexplode it. When itdidn’t explode,
Stromyer said, "I'll show you how to set it off," the
investigator said.

5 - Doctors at University Hospital in Portland, Ore.,
said an Oregon man shot through the skull by a hunting
arrow is lucky to be alive. Tony Roberts, 25, lost his

right eye during an initiation into a men’s rafting club,
Mountain Men Anonymous, in Grants Pass, Ore. A
friend tried to shoot a beer can off Roberts’ head, but
the arrow entered his right eye, going through 8-10
inches of brain and protruding at the rear of his skull.
Doctors said the arrow miraculously missed all major
blood vessels.

Roberts admitted later he and his friends had been
drinking that afternoon. "I feel so dumb about this,"
Roberts said.

6 - A woman named Linda went to Arkansas to
visit her in-laws. While there, she wentto a store. She
parked next to a car with a woman sitting in it, her
eyes closed and hands behind her head, apparently
sleeping. When Linda came out a while later, she again
saw the woman, her hand still behind her head but
with her eyes open.

The woman looked very strange, so Linda tapped
on the window and asked, "Are you OK?"

"I've been shot in the head, and I am holding my
brains in," the woman responded.

Linda ran back inside the store and had employees
call the paramedics. They had to break into the car
because the door was locked. When they gotin, they
found the woman had bread dough on the back of her
head and in her hands. A Pillsbury biscuit container
had exploded, apparently from heat in the car, making
aloud explosion like a gunshot, and hit her in the head.

When she reached back to find what it was, she
felt the dough and thought it was her brains. She passed
out from fright and when she regained consciousness
tried hold her brains in.

7 - A Michigan man bought a new Jeep Grand
Cherokee for $30,000 and has $400-plus monthly
payments.

He and a friend decided to go duck hunting, and
found the lakes were frozen. The two Atomic Brains
went to the lake with the guns, the dog, the beer and,
of course, the new vehicle. They drive out onto the
lake ice and get ready. Now, they want to make some
kind of natural landing area for the ducks, something

See COOPER, Page 5A

'OTHER' SCANDAL
Fund-ralsmg

furor getting
a new life

WASHINGTON (AP) -
while, in the other scandal, a
fund friend of President

-raising

Clinton faces criminal of
buying access at the top with
donuﬁuu to the m&::mu
The political money system Yah
Lin “Charlie” Trie is accused of
using illicitly still is reaping millions
in unnirulued contributions to both
the political parties.

Clinton still is urging reform,
while helping Democrats raise the
kind of donations he wants banned,
saying his party can't surrender
unilaterally to Republicans who take
in more anyhow.

There is to be a vote by
March 6 on the cam, finance
legislation advocated by Clinton. It
w:nch had pvnpblyod presidential
w
threat to keep Congress in session
until there was action.

The finance
political dispute for most of 1997,
been submerged lately by the more
sensational, and case of
intern Monica Lewinsky, and the
covertly taped allegations that she had
an affair with Clinton and he wanted
her to cover it by lying under oath.
mpesidenthuvehemanlydmied

That scandal is sometimes
salacious, but simple. Sex, lies and
secretly taped conversations don’t
carry the complexities of the
campaign fund-raising cases.

A year ago. the illegal
m :ﬁ

investigations with advocates of
reform saying admitted abuses in
fund raising would lead Americans
to demand an overhaul of the system.

The Senate hearings didn’t have
the anticipated impact, despite the
memo that showed Clinton’s hand in
offering major Democratic donors a
night in the Lincoln Bedroom, despite
the White House coffees, despite the
Republican promise of evidence that
China had tried to buy influence in
the election campaigns of 1996,
which never was proved. The House
investigation is still on, but hardly
explosive.

Nothing, in any of it, to match the
uproar of the Lewinsky case. With
that one unfolding, the Trie indict-
ment and arrest were
dutifully but without the barrage of
coverage it would otherwise have
produced on television and in print.

Yet campaign finance abuses of
the past and possible es for the
future are far more siﬁni cant than
a sex scandal in their impact on the
government and the democratic
process.

One of the 15 counts against Trie
and a business associate charges that
they “purchased access to high-level

overnment officials in the United

tates by contributing and soliciting
contributions to the Democratic
National Committee.”

No names, but no mxssx:fg the
meaning, Between the
and the late summer 2?1;‘9'96
was at 10 dinners, lmchesorcoﬁees
with Clinton, four at the White
House. He was at four where Vice

See MEARS, Page 5A

SEX & SURVEYS: Anything goes if the pollisters call

A five-year study of the mating
habits of the South American swamp
rat ....

A recent survey shows sex
provides men with a number of
healthful benefits including ....

According to arecent poll college
graduates have sex less frequently ....

Did I catch your attention?

Supposedly anything with sexual
connotations catches most people’s
eye.

But, personally, I don't understand
the studies, the surveys or the polls.

Take the first example. A number
of wise and learned biologists were
paid good money to go study the
mating habits of very common, very
large rats in South America.

Biologists discovered the female
swamp rat is the aggressor and male

From there, though, anything goes. had kissed Amanda, they already

shared the same set of germs.

The Real World

rats will often play dead when an
apparently unattractive or unaccept-
able female approaches.

Couldn’t millions of dollars have
been saved by staying home and
studying the sex habits of the U.S.
political rats? After all a rat is a rat.
Do we really need to know all the
little ins and outs of the mating
rituals?

I honestly hope that some day

when I'm (as my kids call it) in one
of my moods with Ctee(kme
ClarwaaRevnnlcmkedT

stereo and John Fogerty wailing his
tunes, that someone calls me with a

sex survey.
I already have my answers lined
up.
I will honestly answer the first few
questions regarding my age, gender,
educational background and my race.

lcanjustsccmclooksmmcfaoes
of my oldest daughter and her
boyfriend, Chris, as I, with a straight
face tell the questioner, am a frequent
participant in sexual games, rituals
and other recreations.

Amanda, because she knows me
better than does Chris, will collapse
in a fit of uncontrolled laughter and
will probably have to be rushed to the
emergency center when she busts a
gut.

Her poor boyfriend, though, will
just go straight to the funeral home.
The cause of death will officially be
listed as "death by embarrassment.”
After all, he was quite unprepared
(and nearly died of embarrassment)
when | merely remarked that since he

I'm not really sure how many
ardent kisses | receive each day,
though, because I am constantly
fendn off two most loyal and
hiM:’-inim.Andlheym 't shy
cither. Any time they get close to me,
1 can expect several sloppy, wet ones.
OK, OK, you and I know they’re
the family dogs, but it will keep the
interviewer’s tail wagging.

I can’t wait to tell of my most
heated night of passion. My wedding
night. I'll probably just forget to
mention it was so heated because |
had a temperature of 102 and his was
boiling at 101.5.

What can I say about romance?

What could be better than dim
lights (probably because 1 short

circuited the lamp and that’s as bright
as it gets), soft music (mainly because
I really hate loud music most of the
time and I am always yelling at one
kid or another to turn it down) and a
perfect cup of coffee (that I've been

trying to drink sincee'ly-am
e e whe ot

most w

an absolute stranger, (notice I b‘y

say perfect) about their sex lives?
Is an really goin tolhit
that it's 50 long that it is
distant memory? No way! Thly l'e
going 10 exaggerate as far as they ¢an.
How do researchers compare
healthful benefits of sexual encoun-
ters? I want to know who is going to
volunteer 10 be the control (abstinent)

See DANDRIDGE, Page 5A
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slmticdecoynonouon hm?mrlahblup o look

hbmﬂuawmukmld down and land on knew
it would ake morsthn anie oo hole dril.” ¥
t Outof the new Grand Cherokee comes a stick of dynamite

fuse. Now these two Rocket Scientists do take into

with
couidem.ionlhutflby MWN&IWMM

A e NSy
. retriev wn

Tludouo&du(mubeoould}mmd captured the
%mmuwmm«t fuse about the time it hit

'l'hetwomenyell scream, wave their arms and wonder what to do. The
dog, cheered on, keeps c¢ toward them. One of the men grabs the
d\oqmmdsllnomho ut the shotgun's loaded with duckshot, hardl
hc to stop a Black Lab. The dog stops for a moment, ca\ﬁnx{

ues on. Another shot and this time the dog, still becomes
mllyculfuedmd.olcumund.thinhnzumwoNohel winners
have gone insane.

Hemkesoffloﬁndeovet now with a really short fuse burning on the
stick of d " He takes cover -- under the brand-new Jeep Grand Cherokee.

B ~ '

PO | i
Dog and Grand Cherokee are blown to bits and sink to the bottom of

the lake in a very large hole, leaving the two candidates for Co-Leaders
of the Known Universe standing there with "I can’t believe this happened”
looks on their faces. The insurance company says that sinking a vehicle
in a lake by illegal use of explosives isn’t covered. The owner had yet to
make the first of the $400-plus monthly payments.

And, the winner is:
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M&Al(huwd Trie three White House tours for
his business associates and got their taken with Clinton.
with Clinton dates mmbnu
~aLiule Rock restaurant , before he set up his
with ties to Indonesia and China.
's more to come in the cam money investigation, a Justice

Departmentoperation involving 120 lawyers and FBI agents. Atty. Gen.
Janet Reno called the Trie indictment *“an step forward in addressing
cam finance abuses,”’ cases in which she has refused Republican
for a special prosecutor.
There's word that the Buddhist temple where Gore attended a fund-raiser
that yielded illegal donations is an indictable target of the investigators.

DANDRIDGE

group? The priests? The t? The miuionanu? Thé world leaders?
The gentlemen who frequent the “ladies of the evening?”

Who?

Or maybe sex rescarchers run these studies for their "own" lurid

lwéndetifmeponlhuquudmedcol eeducawdpoo nmo
account how many college graduates wouldn’t

I expect my Ph.D. anytime.

I know that if I should ever get one of these incredibly nosey questioners
on the phone it will be at dinner time and when that happens want to guess
what I'll say we're having for supper?

The simple and mundane macaroni and cheese will become a veritable
smorgasbord of debauchery. Shwdmmﬂmmbcdwm
they were once considered, ice tea will become a bubbly champagne and
like a good book always promises.... the rest of the explicitly detailed fantasics
I will leave to the discretion of your imagination.

e e -

Trie donated or raised some $645,000 for the Democratic National
Coa-luo. all of it refunded as tainted or at least foreign
m‘ donwommmenl although ly resident aliens can

the Democratic committee, defensive afier refunding
amdolm miltion in
mumemptmm ns, but that self-restriction has been
i

So has the Democrats’ volmuySl(X)(XX)hlmlmunmguuedm
the soft money that can be given to the parties wi uhonnctce
applied to direct campaign contributions, They said muy
competitive with the Republicans, whose nauonal pany 5510 million
better off going into the campaign year.

Walter R. mumcumuum%nw
on Washington and national politics for more than 30 years. .

} »
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- Heart of Europe

Join [[maer’s 38th Annual, 15-day, fully-escorted tour featuring
Holland, Belgium, Germany, Austria, Italy, Switzerland, & France

Now featuring . ..
Jul 28 to Aug 11 and
Jul 30 to Aug 13 @ $2750.
Take $100 off, if you book by 3/13/98
Includes roundtrip air fare from Amarillo,

' all transportation in Europe, sightseeing, hotels,
.,J 25 meals, tips & taxes. For a brochure, call..

Offering 106
departures
in 1998

donations, had barred contributions

John Pemicky and his friend, Sal Hawkins, decided to attend a Metallica

concert at the Amphitheater at Gorge, Wash. Having no tickets, but 18 The youngest president to assume office was Theodore Roosevelt. Hereford Travel Center
beers between them, they sat in the parking lot. After finishing the beer,  Vice-President Roosevelt became president at the age of 42 years, 10 | 119 E. 4th Street, Suite 2 - Phone: 806/364-6813
they decidd it would be easy to hop over the 9-foot-high fence and sneak months when President William McKinley was assassinated in 1901. .

into the concert.

The two friends pulled their pickup truck over to the fence. John, who
was 100 pounds heavier than Sal, decidd to hop over and then help his friend
over the fence. Unfortunately for John, there was a 30-foot drop on the
other side of the fence. Having heaved himself over, he crashed through
a tree, but his fall was borken by a layge branch which snagged him by
his shorts,

Dangling from the tree, with one arm broken, John looked down and
saw a group of bushes below. Apparently thinking the bushes would break
his fall, he used his pocket knife to cut away his shorts, frecing him from
the tree limb.

Then, he crashed below into holly bushes. The sharp leaves scratched
his entire body and now, without his shorts, a holly branch penetrated his
rectal cavity, To make matters worse, the pocket knife fell with him and
landed 3 inches into his left thigh.

Seeing his friend in considerable agony, Sal decided to throw him a
rope and pull him to safety. However, weighing about 100 pounds less
than John; Sal decided to tie the rope to the pickup.

And, things went from bad to worse.

Sal put the truck into the wrong gear, pressed on the gas and crashed

through the fence, dropping 30 feet to land on -- and kill - his friend. Sal
was thrown from the truck, suffered massive internal injuries and died
at the scene.

The police arrived to find a pickup with its driver thrown about 100
feet from the vehicle. Upon moving the truck, the officers found a half-naked
man, with numerous scratches, a holly branch stuck up his rectum, a knife
ill:e his thigh -- and a pair of shorts danging from tree branches 25 feet in
t arr,

| picked her up down at
XIT Cellular. We've been

together ever since.”

UWhene to WWrcte

. PRESIDENT Senate Office Bldg., Washington,
Bill Clinton, The White House, D.C.20510; (202)224-5922; ¢-mail,

1600 Pennsylvania Ave., v hup:ll !
D.C. 20500: (202) 456.1414 a‘:éo:'ww.senator@hurchuon.sen
U.S. SENATE

U.S. HOUSE
Larry Combest, 1511 Longworth
House Office Bldg., Washington,
D.C. 20515; (202) 225-4005
GOVERNOR
George W. Bush, Room 200, State
Capitol, Austin 78711; (512) 463
2000 or (800) 252-9600

Phil Gramm, 370 Russell Senate
Office Bldg., Washington, D.C.
20510; (202) 224-2934

Kay Bailey Hutchison, 283 Russell

BRIGITTE BARDOT
BUCHAREST, Romania (AP) -

Brigitte Bardot, movie TEXAS SENATE

star-turned-animal rights activist, Teel Bivins, P.O. Box 12068,

took to TV to ask Romanianstoadopt  Capitol Station, Austin 78711 or P.O.

stray dogs. Box 9155, Amarillo 79105; (512)
“The street dogs are most of the  463-0131 or (806) 374-8994

time more tender and loving than the TEXAS HOUSE

dogs bought from the special shops,” John Smithee, P.O. Box 2910,

Bardot said in an interview with Capitol Station, Austin 78711 or P.O. , : T ; Y vy St ; ‘
independent ProTV. “We have to Box 12036, Amarillo 79101; (512) they introduced me to my Nokia 252 phone. She was a tiny little thing — but real '

renounce to our selfishness and 463-0702 or (806) 372-3327 . : . i , % RIRATRIRER Ry 2P ;
o e gl ol attmctz?/e an.d ba.a{ eve'ryt/)mg I was looking for. | take her with me everywhere I go now.
[ can’t imagine life without bher.”

“Those folks down at XIT sure know how to match a guy up. l just went in and talked
to them one day and they said they knew exactly what | was looking for. That's when. f

creatures.”

Bardot’s 15 dogs will be joined by
two white puppies she selected from
hundreds at a dog pound Thursday.
She gave a third pup to a Romanian
foundation that protects dogs; the
wriggling present was immediately
named Brigitte.

There are so many great things about being an

XIT Cellular customer. Whether you're a new
customer or you've been with us for years, you'll
find that XIT Cellular is just your type — ‘
because we bring you today's technology with a '

Having trouble weighing
the new IRA choices?

We can help you discover which IRA is best suited to your needs.

neighborly attitude and friendly, personalized
service. We'll work hard to find the products

and services that are just what you're looking
for. And for prices you'll find rea//y attractive —

NOW is time
The Taxpayer look at the o check out the Februaty special!
Relief Act of 1997 ot ”u’.. and
ereated conslider the new
In current IRA’, "
and created the f’“"
*Roth” IRA and an Simple IRA
education IRA. * Roth IRA

* Education IRA

Larry Bell
‘ Investment Representative
For a free retirement analysis on the benefits of Roth IRA's and
: other IRA questions, contact the Investment Center.

Located at: I

FirstBank Southwest E:g. o
a4 2 oot ol
"Ma‘ nms . Member NASD & SIPC ::u:“:r::::.-
m3“2435 ‘bh.‘ﬂ: 292 avalable for $44 99

while supplies lase
Motorola Tore Phene
wvaslable whide wyyies e
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