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Local Scoutmasters welgh Inon gay ban

Buffalo Trail Council oﬁ‘icml ‘I'd hate to see Scouting’s mission get lost’

By Tyler White

twhite@mrt.com

Troop 84 Scoutmaster Jim Andrews
is among local Scout leaders strongly
opposed to the potential removal of a
restriction against gays in the Boy Scouts
of America.

After the BSA announced Monday that
discussions were under way on lifting the
long-standing ban, Andrews said he would
consider resigning from his position in the
troop sponsored by St. Anne’s Catholic
Church.

“Scouts are held to a higher moral code
than an average person,” he told the Re-
porter-Telegram on Wednesday. 1 don't

believe gays are permissible to be part of a
Christian attitude of Scouting.” |

Andrews said his beliefs align with the
BSA'’s biblical-based principles, which
have been present since the group’s incep-
tion. By lifting the restriction, the BSA
goes against those ideas, he said.

The BSA would consider giving troop
sponsors — such as churches and civic
groups — the authority to decide whether
to allow gay Scouts and leaders.

But Shari Johnson, president of the
Odessa chapter of Parents, Families and
Friends of Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG).
said while the change is long overdue,
it merely would absolve the BSA of any
responsibility and i1s “a chicken way out.”

The BSA should remove the restriction
across all troops and require all to comply,
she said.

Johnson, the mother of a gay daughter,
said the exclusion is a form of bullying
that increases depression and suicide 1n
gay children and confirms their greatest
fears.

“They start having a (feeling of) self-
loathing that people must be right about
them because they can’t be any different,”
she said. “That’s the message the Boy

Scouts have been sending, and it’s wrong.”

The Buffalo Trail Council’s new execu-
tive director, David Chapman, said he
does not expect troop changes but agrees a
dialogue on this topic 1S necessary.

Harlem Globetrotter
“Hacksaw Hall” dunks
over the head of a referee

at a performance by the
Globetrotters on Wednes-

day at Chaparral Center.
TOP RIGHT

Harlem Globetrotter
“Cheese Chisholm” helps
6-year-old Alexandra
Pontremoli twirl a bas-
ketball on her finger.

BOTTOM
Caleb, Jacob and D)

McKellop, of Odessa,
greet the Harlcm Globe-
trotter mascot Globae.

Photos by James Durbin/
Reporter-Telegram
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“I just think we’ve reached a point that
it became an i1ssue that needed to be revis-
ited,” he said.

While cities such as San Francisco may
greatly benefit from this policy change.
Chapman said West Texas cities may not.

Other Scoutmasters 1in Midland have
voiced their concerns on this impending
change.

John Nelson. who has led Troop 232
— sponsored by First Baptist Church of
Midland — for more than 10 vears. said
he 1s disappointed in the BSA's “compro-
mising position.

He said he 1s concerned that gay Scout

Please see SCOUTMASTERS/AHA

Greenwood
discusses
building

split campus

Bv Meredith Moriak

mmoriak @ mirt.com

Heeding teedback from the Citizen s
Bond Committee. Greenwood ISD trustees
met Wednesday evening to discuss the
possibility of building a new campus with
two schools — one for third through fitth
grades and another for sixth through eighth
grades — at the southeast corner ot Farm-
to-Market Road 1379 and FM 307.

The 1.200-student. 165.000-square-toot
campus would share common core facili-
ties. such as the Kitchen and hbrary. but
each school would have separate gymna-
siums: classroom wings and cafetenas.
as indicated on a preliminary rendenng
developed by Parkhill. Smith and Cooper.

“It’s extremely important to the mem-
bers of the commttee there’s a separation
between the two schools. The more you
can split the two schools and show these
are two separate buildings that share a
kitchen. the more likely this bond will
pass.” said trustee Justin Brooks. who also
serves on the committee. which has met
with PSC representatives three times this
month to discuss a vision for the distncet's
future.

He said parents on the ciizen s comi-
mittee are adamantly against having one
school that requires third-graders to mix
with |3-year-olds.

Trustees have been engaged with PSC
since 201 1. working on district master
planning and preparing to call a bond
election. GISD’s enrollment has soared
in recent years. and all buildings are at or
beyond capacity. Supenntendent Doug
Young said.

The plan for the two schools was first
presented during a Jan. 21 meeting of the
bond committee and 1s one Brooks be-
lieves directly addresses GISD’s needs.

“We've taken input from teachers and
administrators who know Greenwood’s
needs better than the board and come up
with a plan that truly fits the distnict’s
needs.” Brooks said.

Trustees previously had discussed
building a new elementary school on land
owned at Farm-to-Market Road 1379 and
Farm-to-Market Road 307. while convert-
ing the existing elementary school to a
muddle school. However. the costs associ-
ated with renovating the elementary-school
for bigger middle-school students was
thought to be an inefficient use of funds.

“The commidors are small, the potties

Please see GREENWOOD/4A
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Former Arizona Rep. Gabrielle Giffords, who was seriously injured in the mass

that killed

shooting
six people in Tucson, Ariz., two years ago, sits with her husband Mark Kelly and speaks on Capitol
Hill in Washington on Wednesday before the Senate Judiciary Committee hearing on gun violence.

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

over gun control.

Giffords’” 80-word plea was the day’s
most riveting moment, dehivered 1n a
hushed, halting voice two years after the
Arnizona Democrat suftered head wounds
in a Tucson shooting spree that killed
six people — and two months after 20
first-graders and six women were slain
by a gunman who mvaded Sandy Hook
Elementary School in Newtown, Conn.
She retired from Congress last year.

But at the same session, a top official
of the National Rifle Association rejected
Democratic proposals to ban assault
weapons and high-capacity ammunition
magazines and said requinng background
checks for all gun purchases would be
ineffective because the Obama administra-
tion isn’t doing enough to enforce the law

as i 1s.

Even if stronger background checks did
“as long as you let him
go, you're not keeping him from getting

a gun and you're not preventing him from
getting to the next crime scene,” said
Wayne LaPierre, the NRA's executive vice
president. He said poor enforcement is “a

identify a cnminal,

national disgrace.”

Giffords, in her bnief appearance, fo- |

cused on the carage from armed

assailants.

— Severely wounded
and still recovering, former Rep. Gabnelle
Giffords begged lawmakers at an emo-
tional hearing Wednesday to act quickly
to curb firearms because “Americans are
counting on you.” Not everyone agreed,
underscoring the national political divide

“Too many children are dying

Giffords pleads for gun
‘curbs; NRA fights back

. she said

at a Senate Judiciary Committee hearing.

*“Too many children. We must do some-
thing. It will be hard, but the time 1s now.”
Guiding her in and remaining to testify
was Mark Kelly, the retired astronaut who
1s Giffords’ husband.
The couple, who both owns guns,
have formed a political action committee

called Amernicans for Responsible Solu-

tions that backs lawmakers who support
gun restrictions.

“We 're simply two reasonable Ameri-
cans who realize we have a problem with
gun violence and we need Congress to

" Kelly said.

Wednesday S SE€SSIoN pldved out 1n a
hearing room packed to capacity. While
both sides appealed to their followers be-
forehand to amve early and fill the room,
most in the public audience of around 150
appeared to be gun-control sympathizers.
including relatives of the shooting victims
at Virgima Tech.

The hearing kicked off a year in which
President Barack Obama and members of
Congress are promising to make gun re-
strictions a top priority. After the heanng.

Giffords met privately with Obama at the

White House.

At the Capitol. senators’ remarks during
the heanng illustrated the gulf between the
two parties on this issue.

Sen. Ted Cruz joined others in lauding
Giffords but expressed little interest 1n
curbing firearms.

“Unfortunately in Washington, emotion

| think often Jeads to bad policies,” said
Cruz, a freshman elected with strong tea

party backing.

Associated Press

Rapid-fire gun devices

remain in the crosshairs

By Dan Freedman
Hearst Newspapers

WASHINGTON — For
gun enthusiasts, the Shde
Stock is an exciting add-on
that enables shooters to
unleash bursts of machine-
gun-like fire from semi-
automatic weapons like the
AR-15.

Online videos show
exultant gun owners spray-
ing targets, including ones
depicting zombies, with
what appears to be fully au-
tomatic fire at rates of 400
rounds per minute or better.

On its website, the Slhide
Stock’s manufacturet,
Shde Fire Solutions Inc.,
of Moran, tells its prospec-
tive customers: “Prepare to
change the way you play.”

For Slide Fire Solutions,
the sweetest part may be
the Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco, Firearms and
Explosives in 2010 said
the Slide Stock 1s per-
fectly legal under current
law. But for gun control
advocates, including Sen.
Dianne Feinstein, D-Calif.,
bumpfire devices — as
they’re known generically
— are a nightmare waiting
to happen.

“With practice, a shooter
can control his rate of fire
from 400 to 800 rounds per
minute,” Feinstein said on
Wednesday, speaking at
a Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee heanng on guns.
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With such devices, she
said, mass shooters gain

“tremendous killing power”

that can “tear young bodies
apart”

Along with other Demo-
cratic lawmakers, Feinstein
introduced an updated
assault weapons ban last
week in response to the
Newtown, Conn., shoot-
ings. In addition to 157
named assault weapons,
Feinstein’s measure spe- -
cifically outlaws bumpfire
stocks.

Gun manufacturers and
users alike have long been
fascinated with machie
guns, which turned tradi-
tional warfare on its head
when used to devastating
effect in World War 1.
Prohibition-era gangsters’
use of the “Tommy gun,”
which shot 875 rounds a
minute or more, prompted
Congress in 1934 to pass

the National Firearms -
Act placing stiff federal
registration and taxation
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requirements on machine
gun possession.

Although the technology
has been around 40 years
or more bumpfire devices
gained popularity in the
wake of the Firearms Own-
ers Protection Act, which
among other things out-
lawed civilian possession
or transfer of machine guns
not legally in circulation
before the law’s signing
date, May 19, 1986.

Since then, firearms en-
treprencurs have played a
cat-and-mouse game with
ATF regulators, attempt-
ing to engineer devices
that enable semi-automat-
ic weapons to replicate
fully automatic ones while
staying inside the legal
distinction that divides
them: A single trigger pull
for each shot (semi-auto-
matic) vs. a continuous
burst of shots “without
manual reloading, by a
single function of the tng-
ger” (machine gun).
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PHOENIX

Poliice: 1 dead
on logse

A guaman opened fire at
a Phoenix office complex
on Wednesday, killing one
person, wounding two
others and setting off a
manhunt. Police wamned the
Wulcﬂﬂhcwas ‘armed

and dangerous.”
Authonities identified

thcsnmmns‘m-m

who they said opened fire
at the end of a mediation
session. They identified a
man who died hours after
the late moming shooting as
48-year-old Steve Singer.
Police said a 43-year-old
man was listed in cnitical
condition and a 32-year-old
woman suffered non-life
threatcnmg Injuries.

“We believe the two men
were the targets. It was not
a random shooting,” said
Sgt. Tommy Thompson, a
Phoenix police spokesman.

Thompson said authon-
ties believe Harmon acted
alone and fled the scene In
a car after the 10:30 a.m.
shooting.

Harmon allegedly shot
at someone who tried to
follow him after the shoot-
Ing in-an attempt to get his
license plate number. ac-
cording to authontes.

Police didn’t immediately
release the names of the
wounded. But a Phoemix
law firm. Osborn Maledon.
said one of its lawyers,
Mark Hummels. was among
the wounded.

CHICAGO
Teen performer

at inaugural events
fatally shot

A 15-year-old girl who

| had performed in President

Barack Obama's inaugura-
tion festivities 1s the latest
face on the ever-increasing
homicide toll in the presi-
dent’s hometown, killed
in a Chicago park as she
talked with fnends by a
gunman who apparently
was not even aiming at her.

Chicago police sard
Hadiya Pendleton was 1n
a park about a mile from
Obama’s home in a South
Side neighborhood Tuesday
afternoon when a man
opened fire on the group.
Hadiya was shot 1n the back
as she tned o escape.

The city’s 42nd slay-
ing 1s part of Chicago’s
bloodiest January in more
than a decade, following on
the heels of 2012, which
ended with more than 500
homicides for the first time
since 2008. It also comes
at a ime when Obaina,
spurred by the Connecticut
¢lementary school mas-
sacre in December, 18 ac-
tively pushing for tougher
gun laws.

Hadiya was a bright
kid who was killed just
as she was “wondering
about which lofty goal she
wantéed to achieve,” her
gogdfather, Damon Stewart,
told The Associated Press.
Hadiya bad been a major-
ette with the King College
Prep band.

“She was a very active

kid, doing dance, cheer-
leading, who felt like she

student who had big dreams
about what she wanted to
be, a doctor; an attorney,”
said Stewart, a Chicago
police officer and attorney.
“She was constmlly getting
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mﬂ first lady’s
with” the teen _y“
adding: “And as the presi
dent has said, never
be able 10 eradicalp every
act of evil in this country,
but if we can save any onc
child’s life, we havean
obligation to try when it

omwdrmdgun
violence.”

In Chicago, gangs rou-
tinely and often indiscrimi-

nately open fire.

FLORIDA
Zimmerman wants
to delay trial for
Martin shooting

ORLANDO — Attor-
neys for the former neigh-
borhood watch volunteer
charged with shooting
Trayvon Martin to death
want more time to prepare
his case.

Attorneys for George
Zimmerman filed a motion
Wednesday to delay the
case. Spokesman Shawn
Vincent says the attor-
neys want Zimmerman's
second-degree murder tmal
to be moved from June to
November. Zimmerman has
pleaded not guilty.

A heanng in which
Zimmerman will argue he
was acting in self-defense
1s scheduled for April. The
judge has said that hear-
ing will be at least 45 days
before the tnal.

Prosecutors did not 1m-
mediately respond to an
email about the defense
request. Zimmerman's
attorney Mark O'Meara
1s also asking the public
to donate more money for
his defense. O’Meara says
Zimmerman'’s defense
fund has raised more than
$314,000 since he was

charged.
ALABAMA
StandofT: gunman kills
bus driver, seizes boy

MIDLAND CITY — A
gunman holed up in a bun-
ker with a 6-year-old hos-
tage kept law officers at bay
Wednesday in an all-night,
all-day standoff that began
when he killed a school bus
driver and dragged the boy
away, authorities said.

SWAT teams took up
positions around the gun-
man'’s rural property and
police negotiators tried to
win the kindergartener’s
safe release.

The gunman, identified
by neighbors as Jimmy
Lee Dykes, a 65-year-old
retired truck dniver, was
known around the neigh-
borhood as a menacing
figure who once beat a
dog to death with a lead
pipe, thréatened to shoot
children for setting foot on
his property and patrolled
his yard at night with a
flashlight and a shotgun.

He had been scheduled
to appear in court Wednes-
day morning to answer
charges he shot at his
neighbors in a dispute last
month over a speed bump.

The standoff along a
red dirt road began on
Tuesday afternoon, after a
gunman boarded a stopped
school bus filled with
children in the town of
Midland City, population
2,300.

Shenff Wally Olsen
said the man shot the bus
driver when he refused
to hand over a 6-year-old
child. The gunman then
took the boy away. T

he bus driver, Charles
Albert Poland Jr., 66, was
hailed by locals as a hero
who gave his life to protect
21 students.
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dy’s will be able to sign up for
e government-subsidized
private coverage through
- Fact of fiction? Sex new health care market-
ver burns a fot of calones. places known as exchang-
y Snacking or skipping ’ es. Coverage will be effec-
y. breakfast is bad. School tive Jan. 1. Low-income
ne gym classes make a big Some families could get  people will be steered to
difference in kids’ weight. priced out of health insur-  expanded safety-net pro-
[ All are myths or at least ance due to what’s being grams. At the same time.
gun cuum that may not called a glitch 1n President  virtually all Amenicans
true, say researchers Barack Obama’s overhaul  will be required to carry
- who reviewed the science law. IRS regulations is- health insurance, either
mi- behind some widely held sued Wednesday failed to  through an employer. a
obesity beliefs and found fix the problem as liberal government program, or
it lacking. backers of the president’s by buying their own plan:
Their report in today's plan had hoped. :
s New E J‘;l;nll t:fnd As a result, Sll.‘:rﬂle fami- NEW YORK
Medicine says dogma lies that can’t afford the
' fallacies are detracting employer coverage that St“dy sees prostate
| from real solutions to the they are offered on the job cancer treatment
' nation’s weight problems. will not be able to get fi- side effects
“The evidence is what nancial assistance from the
- matters,” and many government to buy private
th- feel-good ideas repeated health insurance on their A new study shows how
T by wcll-_manmg health AP file photo | own. How many people important it is for men to
el%cajl‘::ddwwg;:"d ety e _ | o . . in Chicago will be affected is unclear.  carefully consider treat-
h sald 1 author, Lavi _ . center, instructs a physical education Eberhart Elementary School in The Obama administra- ments for early-stage pros-
arc Allison, a biostatistician at mmm m“mm W&aﬁ migfk:mﬁ%m? tion says its hands were tate cancer. Fil'tt:cngyean
the I:Jnn_fersuy of Alabama mm from real solutions to the nation’s weight problems. tied by the way Congress after surgery or radiation
, | at Birmingham. wrote the law. Officials treatment. nearly all of the
Hon | Independent researchers _ said the administra- older men in the study had
: say the authors have some€  women's experience. breakfast helps prevent ercise helps prevent a host | i, tried to mitigate the some problems having sex.
n valid points. But many of Among the other myths  obesity. Fact: Two studies  of health problems regard- impact. Families that can’t About one-tifth had
the report’s authors also or assumptions the authors  found no effect on weight  less of whether 1t helps a get coverage because of bladder or bowel twouble.
'S have deep financial ties cite, based on their review  and one suggested that person shed weight. the glitch will not face a racaachers found.
rial to food, beverage and of the most rigorous stud-  the effect depended on “I agree with most of tax penalty for remaining The study doesn’t com-
to weight-loss product mak-  jes on each topic: whether people were used  the points™ except the e e The TS ke pare these men — who
1 has ers — the disclosures take B Small changes in diet  to skipping breakfast or authors™ conclusions that caid. were 70 to 89 at the end
up half a page of fine print  or exercise lead to large, not. meal replacement products But there’s not much of the study — to others
| in the journal. long-term weight changes. B Setting overly and diet drugs work for hope for an immediate fix who ded not treat their
he | “It raises questions Fact: The body adapts to ambitious goals leads to battling obesity. said Dr. | & © Congress because A g T
15€ | about what the purpose of  changes, so small steps frustration and less weight  David Ludwig. a promi- e Hosice s conmolled v withoot the discase. AN
The this paper is” and Wl_lelhﬂ to cut calones don't have loss. Fact: Some studies nent uhcmlhy resc‘urch with ' Republicans who would 3 least one study suggests
. it’s aimed at promoting the same effect over time.  suggest people do better Boston Children’s Hos- | «ill like 1o see the whole that half thai ape Emup
ay's | drugs, meal replacement studies suggest. At least with high goals. pital who has no industry ' law repcalcd. has sexual problems even
products and banatric one outside expert agrees Some things may not ties. | | The affordability glitch when healthy
m- surgery as solutions, said  with the authors that the ~ have the strongest evi- Most weight-loss drugs | 0 L0 ecof prob-  The study isn't a rigor-
N Marion Nﬁﬁi“?* a New “small changes concept dence for preventing obe- sold over the last century ! lems coming into sharper T s e
< York University profes- is based on an “oversim- sity but are good for other  had to be rtyullct_l_ because | fucﬁx Al Tans S b r‘tdiulitln Et Ty e
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ays ' change the food environ- B School gym classes
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TODAY IN
MIDLAND

Thing to do

B Famiy Science Night, 6:30-8
p.m., Petroleum Mussum. info: “Under
the Sea" Encounter sea crealures,
Create edible ecosystems, make sand
dollars and experiment with dolphin
echolocation. Admission: Free. Call
6834403

Meeting schoduie

MISD board of trustees

Noon foday
Administration buiiding, room 620
615 W. Missoun Ave. ,

Club meetings,
SUPPOt groups Loday

B Take off pounds sensibly (TOPS)
—6.30 p.m., Midiand Senior Center,
Midkilf Road and linois Avenue.
Weigh-in at 5:30 p.m. For more

B Permian Basin Chess Club, 6
p.m., University of Texas of the Perm-
an Basin student union; Steve Dudiey,
556-1920; Brian Farrell, 268-7141;
pbec.50gigs. net. odessachess @
cableone.net.

Lamesa Road
project meeting

A community meeting on the
Lamesa Road Project is planned for
6:30 p.m. today at the Martin Luther
King Jr. Community Center, 2300
Butternut Lane.

City staff will give an update on
progress and the schedule for the
Lamesa Road Project, which has
already brought new water knes and
will eventually result in the addition
of sidewalks, traffic signals, and the
reconstruction/resurfacing of Lamesa
Road. Residents in attendance will
be able 10 see drawings from the
proposed improvements and have
a chance 10 speak drectly with the
engineers.

Community calendar

@ Golf Course Road Church of
Christ is o host Life Line Screen-
ing for stroke and osteoporosis. The
screenings are planned for today
Pre-regestration is required. For more
information or 1o schedule an appont-
ment, call 1-800-697-9721 or wisit

Fire Department
swearing-in

The Midiand Fire Department will

weicome new firehghters dunng a
sweanng-in ceremony, which will be
heid at 3 p.m. Fnday at City Hall in the
Council Chamber, 300 N. Loraine St
A shift will swear in Russell Line-
han, Justin Nix, Cody Quintana and

Nathan Thompson.

New movies
in Midland

Fims opening and closing ths
week at Midiand theaters:

W At Tall City 14:

Closing today: “Hobbit”

Opening Friday: “Warm Bodies”
and “Bullet 1o the Head"

Premiere today: 10 p.m.“Warm
Bodes”

Monday: 6 p.m Premiere “Josh
Groban Live: All That Echoes™ $15.

B At Big Sky Drive-in:

Closing today: “The Gangster
Squad” and “A Haunted House™

Opening today: “Warm Bodes”

and “Silver Linings Playbook”™ - |

See the Puise entertanment and
ning guide In this issue for movie and
DVD reviews.

State of the Economy

The Midiand Chamber of Com-
merce, in partnership with Midiand
Development Corp.. presents the
2013 State of the Economy at 11 am.
Tuesday at Midiand Center, 105 N.
Main St. A panel discussion, which
includes Kenneth Burgess, charman
of FirstCapital Bank of Texas; Timothy
A_Leach, CEO of Concho Resources;
Mitch Mamouhdes, Permian South
area manager of Chevron North
America; and Andrew Neison, COO
of XCOR Aerospace. Tickets are $30
for members and $45 non-members.
Oniline hicket sales end Friday.

Reporter—Telegram

on the radio

Editor Stewart Doreen discusses

local news at 9:35 a.m. Thursdays on
KWEL (AM 1070, FM 107.1).

UKDy )

Powerful storm flips cars, decimates hbmes

B Georgia governor declares
state of‘emergency in
Bartow, Gordon counties

following suspected tornado.

Associated Press

ADAIRSVILLE, Ga. — A mas-
sive storm system raked the South-
cast on Wednesday, spawning
tornadoes and dangerous winds
that overturned cars on a major
Georgia interstate and demolished
homes and bysinesses, killing at
least two people.

In northwest Georgia, the storm
system tossed vehicles on In-

| terstate 75 onto their roofs. The

highway was closed for a ime,
and another main thoroughfare
remained closed until crews could
safely remove downed trees and
power lines from the road.

WSB-TV in Atlanta aired foot-
age showing an enormous funnel
cloud bearing down on Adairs-
ville, about 60 miles northwest
of Atlanta, as the storm ripped
through the city’s downtown area.
The system flattened homes and
wiped out parts of a large manu-
facturing plant. Pieces of insula-
tion hung from trees and power
poles, while the local bank was
missing a big chunk of its roof.

One person was killed and nine
were hospitalized for minor inju-
ries, stale emergency management
officials said. Residents said no
traces remained of some roadside
produce stands — a common sight
on rural Georgia’'s back roads.

One other death was reported in
Tennessee after an uprooted tree
fell onto a storage shed where a
man had taken shelter.

In Adairsville, the debnis in one
yard showed just how dangerous
the storm had been: a bathtub,
table, rolls of toilet paper and
lumber lay in the grass next to
what appeared to be a roof. Sheets
of metal dangled from a large tree
like ornaments.

“The sky was swirling.” said
Theresa Chitwood. who owns the
Adairsville Travel Plaza. She said
she went outside to move her car
because she thought it was going
to hail. Instead. the passing storm
decimated a building behind the
travel plaza.

Powerful winds npped through
the entire region. with gusts power-
ful enough to topple tractor-trailers
in several places. In Adairsville.
several were flipped on their side in
the parking lot of the travel plaza.
Danny Odum and Rocky Depauw,
both truckers from Manon. Ill.,
had stopped for breakfast when the
suspected tormado hit.

The pair had been dnving their
trucks through storm wamings all
night long. When they got to the
restaurant in Adairsville they went
inside to eat. Depauw got a weather
alert on his phone. and about two

Workers look for personal belongings following a tornado at the Daiki plant, a metal fabrication company, on Wednesday in

Adairsville, Ga. A fierce storm system

demolished buildings and flipped vehicles on Interstate 75 northwest of Atlanta.

minutes later they saw debris flying
through the parking lot and ran for
an inner room.

“I've been stapping here for
probably 40 years,” Odum said.
~ Just stopped and had breakfast Ihls
morning, and this happened.”

After 1t passed, Odum said he
went outside to find his truck that
was hauling diapers on its side with
his dog Simon, a Boston temier.
still inside. Simon was scared but
otherwise fine.

Depauw’s truck was parked next
to Odum’s and was damaged but
still upnght. He speculated his
heavy haul of cat Iitter may have
helped his truck handle the hit bet-
ter than his fnend’s.

Not far down the road, at Owen’s
Bar-B-Que, Chrystal Bagley and
her coworkers heard warmings
about severe weather on the radio.

‘but they didn’t hear Adairsville in-

cluded in the hist of warmning areas.
Around 11:45 a.m., the doors start-
ed rattling, and chairs and knick-
knacks began blowing around the
room as the door flapped open.

“We heard this big old whoosh-
ing noise like a train, and then we
ran to the restroom, but we had to
dodge objects.” she said. "It was
real scary.”

By the time they reached the
restroom, the 20 seconds of a roar-
ing noise and shaking walls had
stopped, and everyone was OK.

Bartow County fire chief Craig
Millsap said there were reports that
two storm warning sirens may have
failed, but he said the failed sirens
were not 1n the hardest-hit area.

Access to the area was being

restticted, and there was a report of
a gas leak in the area, officials said.
A shelter was being established

at a community recreation center
— temperatures were expected

to plummet to the 30s and 40s
overmight.

Authonties were still investigat-
ing several sites to determine if
damage was caused by twisters.
Since Tuesday, the system had
caused damage across a swath from
Missouri to Georgia.

In recent days, people in the
South and Midwest had enjoyed
unseasonably balmy temperatures
in the 60s and 70s. A system pull-
ing warm weather from the Gulf of
Mexico was colliding with a cold
front moving in from the west,
creating volatihity.

One person was reported injured
by lightning in Arkansas dunng
the storm’s eastward trek. Two
people suffered minor injunes
when a mobile home was blown oft
its foundation in Kentucky. Only
one minor injury was reported in
Mississippi. where officials praised
residents for heeding wamings and
being prepared.

In Tennessee. officials confirmed
that a tommado with peak wind
speeds of 115 mph touched down
in Mount Juliet. No serious injunes
were reported there, though the
path of damage was about 150
yards wide, including homes. a
warehouse and an automotive busi-
ness. At least six other tornadoes
were reported statewide.

At a shopping center in Mount
Juliet, large sheets of metal httered

the parking lot. light poles were

that roared across Georgia and Tennassee has left at least two person dead after it

knocked down and bits of hiberglass
insulation were stuck in the trees.

One wall of a Dollar General
convenience store collapsed, and
the roof was torm off. Mark Fulks
Jr. runs Mark’s Automotive with his
father in a building attached to the
Dollar General. The garage door
was blown off his shop and sitting
on one of the cars inside, and Fulks
said several of the cars they were
working on had their windshields
blown out.

A nearby office building and a
distribution center for The Tennes-
sean newspaper also had severe
damage. Rick Martin, who bags
the newspapers and helps his wife
deliver them. was shocked when he
saw what was left of the distnbu-
tion center.The metal frame of the
building still stood, but 1ts cinder-
block walls had crumbled. and
papers and plastic bags littered the
trees.

“We feel real lmky he said
Wednesday moming as looked at
the damage. ~1 would have hated to
be in here when this happened.”

The deaths reported Wednesday
ended the nation’s longest break
between tormado fatahities since
detailed tormado records began
being kept in 1950, according to
the Storm Prediction Center and
National Climatic Data Center.
The last one was June 24, when
a person was killed in a home in
Highlands County, Fla. That was
220 days ago as of Tuesday.

The last day with multiple fatali-
ties was June 4, when three people
were killed in a mobile home in
Scott County, Mo.«

MOTOR gives firm contract to
study South Midland roads

B Study to look at traffic flow of

roads south of Interstate 20.

By Joseph Basco

jbasco@mrt.com

The Midland and Odessa Transportation
Organization has set in motion the first
steps to alleviating traffic flow problems
on county roads south of Interstate 20.

The organization met Monday to
approve a contract with the Freese and
Nichols consulting firm to study the major
roads in South Midland, such as Farm-to-
Market Road 1213 and Farm-to-Market

Road 715.

From 1A

leaders may “recruit” chil-

SCOUTMASTERS

Scout leader because of his
religious beliefs.
Even if the restriction

member, also said the roads south of 1-20
are in bad shape and need improvement.

One area that Morales said could be
improved is the intersection of 1-20 and
Rankin Highway. He said the on-and-off
ramps are dangerous durnng rush hour
because there are 18-wheelers that exit 1-20
and traffic on the current ramps could back
up onto the highway itself.

Another area Morales would like the
consultants to look at are the “very dark™
roads near the Horseshoe that lack street
lights. He said there have been minor acci-
dents in the area and the consultants could
find a feasible solution to prevent major
catastrophes.

“The overall goal of the study is to see

|

dren to live gay hifestyles
Or engage In inappropriate
conduct. However, if lead-
ers abide by BSA policy
to refrain from one-on-one
contact with Scouts, then
having gay leaders would
probably not be an issue.
Billy Pniebe, scoutmaster
for Troop 152 — spon-
sored by First United
Methodist Church — said
he’s concerned more as
a parent than as a Scout
leader. While sexual
misconduct is not a large
concemn, he said he is
not comfortable with his
children having a gay

is removed in this “no-
win situation,” he said
the troop’s stance on gays
likely would remain un-

this controversy will spin
with other parents but said
the council will ensure

the Scouts’ best interest.

Scouts are taught tolerance,

leadership and citizenship
skills, with education re-
maining the organization’s
key goal, he said.

“I'd hate to see Scout-
ing’s mission get lost
because of (this issue).” he
said.
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where we can create truck routes.” Don-
nelly said.

Water tracker

The following is the amount of

“Just like with Loop 250, we know
there 1s a congestion problem, but we
haven’t pinpointed it yet,” said Robin

-
= - -_— = v — —
-

water delivered to the city of Midiand
from the Colorado River Municipal
Water District and the Paul Dawis
water fields

Tuesday's total: 11,843 000 gal-
lons (CRMWOD 8,198,000, Paul Dawis
helds 3,645.000)

Jan. 22 total: 13 448 000 galions

Note: The current average delivery
from the CRMWO for January 2013 is

10,426,690 gaflons.

Lottery

Pick 3 day: 537

Pick 3 night: 4-5-0

Daily 4 day: 4-1-1-2

Daily 4 night: 6-1-4-0

Cash Five: 1-3-28-29-37

Lotto Texas: 6-26-33-39-43-50
Powerball: 14-16-32-47-52 PB: 16

All or Nothing (moming): 2-6-8-
10-11-13-17-18-19-20-21-23

All or Nothing (day): 1-4-5-8-9-10-
12-15-19-21-23-24
_ Nl or Nothing (evening): 2-3-6-8-
—912-15-17-18-21-22-24

All or Nothing (night): 1-2-4-7-9-
10-15-16-18-20-23-24

Today in history

Today is Thursday, Jan. 31, the 31st
day of 2013. There are 334 days left
nheyear. -

On this dale:

in 1865, Robert E. Lee was
named general in chief of all the
Confederate armies.

In 1917, during World War |, Ger-
many served nolice it was beginning of

Donnelly, vice-chairwoman for MOTOR.
According to the request for proposal
for the South Midland Planning and
Environmental Linkage study, the western
border of the area to be examined will be
the Loop 250/1-20 interchange; the eastern
border will be the Business 20/1-20 inter-
change. I-20 wil be the northern border
and Farm-to-Market Road 1213 will be

the southem border.

Also according to the RFP, the data col-
lected will identify the area’s purpose and
needs, fatal flaws, significant environmen-
tal concerns, as well as other issues.

The data will be used to create a

proposed congestion management plan,

[)onnelly said.

“Traffic in the area is homfic,” Don-
nelly said. * The roads were not designed

for the kind of traffic that’s on it.”

- One example of an area with incom-
patible traffic was Rankin Highway

near County Road 120, Donnelly said.
The area, a mixture of commercial and
industnal businesses and residential homes,
has semitrucks driving alongside family

vehicles during the day.

“These roads were meant to be residen-
tial,” Donnelly said. “We don’t have the
load limit needed for these southern roads.”

He added that Rankin Highway and
County Road 140 is another example of
how heavy vehicles have tumed the roads

into rough nides.

Jerry Morales, a member of the MOTOR
policy board and at-large City Council

The president of one business near
the intersection of Rankin Highway and
County Road 130 said the road itself 1s
not bad, but it’s the speed limit that he is
concerned about.

“The speed limit should be less than 55
miles per hour,” said James “Dusty” Builta,
president of B & W Chemical Toilets.
“The speed limit here is 75 miles per hour.
It’s 100 dangerous.”

The study will be conducted over a
six-month period, with as much work as
possible complete by three months because
of Midland’s rapid development, according
to the RFP.

Donnelly said the study itself may cost
$100,000.

As for the suggested construction proj-
ects that may result from the study, it is too
early for an estimate, Morales said.

“The study will identify the needs and
demands of the area,” Morales said. “Then,
we’ll have an idea of project costs, which
could be funded by TxDOT, the county or
the city.”

One of MOTOR’s previous studies, the
State Highway 191 corridor study, con-
cluded that the organization suggests the
use of backage roads along the roadway as
a better use of the land.

Donnelly said progress on SH 191 is
“behind the ball” because there aren’t any
backage roads.

. With the South Midland study,
said it will give incentive to
action and fix the roads.

From 1A

are small and it became
evident it should remain an
elementary school,” said
PSC Project Manager Phil
Furqueron. “We would
not be able to accomplish
something with the built-in
furnishings and cubbies in
the classroom if we built a
new elementary across the
street.” |
The current elemen-

tary school would house
prekindergartners through

—

The new campus would
have two drop-off ar-
eas, one for elementary
students and one for the
middle-school children,
to ensure students can
safely enter and exit the
buildings.

By building a sixth-
through eighth-grade
facility, GISD would
double the number of
gymnasiums, football *

-ﬁeldsndmcks therefore |

alleviating existing pres- '

dressing rooms
and athletic facilities.
“We have kids that are

changing in bathrooms
and hallways because we
don’t have enough locker
rooms,” Young said.

The citizen’s ittee
deving
the high school’s adminis-
trative offices to the north
side of the school by the
gymnasium.

“It’s been said that the
high school is the face of
the district and with every-
one coming in by the gym,
we should clean it up and
make it more secure,” said
trustee Dane Crunk who
also serves on the citizen's
bond committee.

The existing admin-
istrative agea would be
converted into a life skills
classroofn, Young said.

The committee’s next
meeting is scheduled for
Feb. 7 and the board’s next
meeting is Feb. 11.

For inclusion on the
May 11 ballot, trustees
must call a bond election
by March 1. There are
4,117 individuals eligible
to vote on a GISD bond
election, said Ruth Sloan,
Midland County elections
adehinistrator, 4
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mom. Now, 10 years
later, lain Clark is a

His mother, Dr. Laurel
Clark, loved scuba and
skydiving. So did her flight
surgeon husband and lain’s
dad, Dr. Jonathan Clark,
who since the Feb. 1,

2003 accident, has been a

crusader for keeping space
crews safe.

Altogether, 12 chil-
dren lost a parent aboard
Columbia. The youngest 1s
now 15, the oldest 32. One
became a fighter pilot in
Israel, just like his father,
and also died tragically in a
crash. The oldest son of the
pilot of Columbia is now a
Marine captain with three
young children of his own.
The commander’s daughter
IS a semunary student.

“It’s tough losing a mom.
that’s for sure. | think lain
was the most affected,” said
Clark, a neurologist. “My
goal was to keep him alive.
That was the plan. It was
kind of dicey for a while.
There was a lot of darkness
— for him and me.”

Clark’s wife and six other
astronauts — Commander
Rick Husband, co-pilot
William McCool, Kalpana
Chawla, Michael Ander-
son, Dr. David Brown and
Israch llan Ramon — were
killed in the final minutes
of their 16-day scientific
research mission aboard
Columbia.

The space shuttle. with

flackbora
* intenor Design * Furmiture * Accessones

Plaza Oaks
Garfield & Wadley

lil j J L i
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This December 2012 photo shows Dr. Jonathan Clark, husband of
Columbia astronaut Laurel Clark,
18, in Arizona. Clark’s wile and six other astronauts were killed

Feb. 1, 2003, following a 16-day scientific research mission aboard

MMMM

a wing damaged dunng
launch, ripped apart in the
Texas skies while headed
for a landing at Kennedy
Space Center. NASA will
remember the Columbia
dead at a public memo-
nal service at Kennedy on
Friday moming.

Clark, now 59 and long
gone from NASA, said he
turned to alcohol in the
aftermath of Columba.

If it wasn’t for his son, he
doubts he would have got-
ten through 1t.

“He’s the greatest kid
ever,” Clark said in a phone
interview from Houston
with The Associated Press.
“"He cares about people.
He’s Kkind of starting to get
his confidence. but he’s not
at all cocky.”

lain 1s set to graduate
this spring from a boarding
school in Anzona; he wants
to study marine biology at a
university in Flonda.

“His life 1s like about as
idyllic as you could imag-
ine, considening all ... he's
been through,” said Clark,
who is still protective of
lain’s pnivacy. He would not
disclose where lain attends
school. but he did provide a
few snapshots.

Mother and son were
extremely close.
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with his son, lain Clark,

After the accident, lain
insisted to his father: “l
want to invent a time ma-
chine,” If he could go back
in ime, the child reasoned,
he could wam his mother
about the fate awaiting her.

“He asked me why she
didn’t bail out, that kind of
stuff, because he knew she
had been a parachutist,”
Clark recalled.

Father and son were
among the astronauts’ fami-
lies waiting at the Kennedy
runway for Columbia that
early Saturday moming.
Once 1t was clear there had
been trouble, the fami-
lies were hustled to crew
quarters, where they got
the grim news.

Rona Ramon’s sharpest
memory about that fateful
Feb. 1 is how “the joy and
the longing™ to see her
husband return from space
turned so quickly into
anguish. 'l just looked up
at the sky and said, ‘God.
bring him back tome.” ™

Her husband. already
a heroic military pilot.

AP file photo

in as he went
from working for NASA

at Johnson Space Center,
to a teaching job at Baylor
College of Medicine and
an adviser’s position at the
National Space Biomedi-
cal Research Institute.

Clark won’t divulge his
exact whereabouts, even
now. He moves every few
years. He has a girlfniend,
but doesn’t see himself
remarrying.

“l don’t ever want to
go through losing a wife
again,” he explained.

Clark remains bitter over
the “really bad people™
who came after him in
Houston for money and
favors, spurred by NASA’s
$27 million settlement in
2007 with the Columbia
families.

“There was a lot of gnef.
There was a lot of sorrow.
There was a lot of destruc-
tive behavior. There were a
lot of people taking advan-
tage of you,” he said.

But Clark holds no
grudges against NASA,
neither the agency as a
whole nor the managers
who. dunng the flight,
dismissed concerns from
low-level employees about
the severity of damage to

L S —

Cohdns:;I of
was gouged lpiwe
insulating foam

off the fuel unk al
Clark leasned of the
foam strike during the mis-
sion, while working a shift
in Mission Control. Like so
many others, Clark wishes
he’d done something.

But no one knew dur-
ing the flight how badly
Columbia was damaged.
And no effort was made
to find out while there still
was time to consider what
would have been a nisky
rescue attempt by another
shuttle.

Surviving the actual
breakup, during re-entry,
was deemed impossible by
all involved. At 210,000
feet going Mach 15, it
was “much, much worse
than anything we had
ever planned for,” former
NASA shuttle manager
and flight director Wayne
Hale wrote in his blog
earlier this month.

For four years after the
Columbia accident, Clark
assisted a NASA team that
looked into how the astro-
nauts died and how they
might have survived.

For Clark. it was about
“trying to find something
good out of something bad.
| kind of threw my heart
and soul nto crew sur-
vival 1ssues. The tragedy
has made Clark and his son
more spiritual.

“He's a really good
kid and I wonder — you
always wonde
he have been this way if he
hadn’t lost somebody so
dear 1n his life.

“Maybe this was Lau-
rel’s gift to him.”™

PHILADELPHIA

Priest, teacher
convicted in Pa.
church abuse case

A jury on Wednes-
day convicted a pniest
and teacher in a pivolal
church-abuse case that
rocked the Philadelphia

archdiocese and sent a

church official to prison
for child endangerment.

The verdict supports
accounts by a 24-year-old
policeman’s son that he
was sexually abused by the
Rev. Charles Engelhardt
and sixth-grade teacher
Bernard Shero in about
1999.

The accuser’s 2009 com-
plaint describing abuse by
two priests and the teacher

' led to Monsignor William

Lynn’s landmark convic-
tion last year for endanger-
ment. Lynn 1s serving three
O s1X years in prison for
his role 1n transferring an
admitted pedophile priest

' 1o the accuser’s parish in

r— P

northeast Philadelpha.
The young man said the
abuse started after Engel-
hardt caught him drinking
altar wine n fitth grade.
He said Engelhardt told
fellow priest Edward Av-
ery about their “session.”
prompling Avery o twice
sexually assault the boy.
The jury convicted Shero

- of rape. indecent sexual

assault and other charges,

- and Engelhardt of indecent
Cassault of a child under 13.

corruption of a minor and
conspiracy with Avery.
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Why allow same-sex marriage? To save the institution

M If a child ultimately benefits
from two parents, shouldn’t we
protect all children by saving the
institution of marmage”

ore than perhaps anyone else in

America, David Blankenhomn

personifies the struggle so many
have expenenced over same-sex marmage.

First he was agnostic, then he was
against it, now he’s for 1t.

This is to say that Blankenhorn — a
long-standing opponent of same-sex mar-
nage — has shifted his energies to saving
the institution of marmage, regardless of
whom one chooses as a mate.

If you're unfamihar with Blankenhomn,
it 1s because he hasn’t been barking his
positions on television the way so many
ideologues do. And this may be because
he is not strictly an ideologue but one of

those rare people who agonize in search of

the nght thing.

As creator of the Institute for Amencan
Values. Blankenhorn initially sought to
avoid the gay marnage i1ssue altogether
because it was so divisive — and because
opposition necessarily meant hurting
friends and often, family. Eventually, he
wrote a book against same-sex marnage
and testified against it as Califormia’s
Proposition 8 was challenged n court.

Washington Post
Writers Group

diverse signatones released a letter urging
Americans (o end the gay-mamage war
and change the question from “Should gays
marry”” to “How can we save mamage”"

Joining Blankenhom are scholars, law
professors, theologians and yjournalists,
notably his former arch-rival Jonathan
Rauch. Whether one is straight or gay,
they say. the challenge is to figure out how
to strengthen marriage for the broader
benefit to society.

Blankenhom’s journey through the
marriage minefield parallels that of many
Americans who, though they didn’t hold
any animosity toward gays, weren't sure
that changing the institution of mamage
was in the best interest of society.

Like Blankenhorn, my greatest con-
cern has been the effect on our nation’s
children. The operative questions. posed
so well by traditional marnage warnor

the mother or father, is di ? And,
what effect might this have?

We have witnessed the fallout from
broken families in the past several decades,
during which divorce and out-of-wedlock
births have skyrocketed. These trends have
been wrought not by expanding the defini-
tion of marmage but by a general lowering
of respect for the institution. Blankenhom'’s
group suggests that given Amencans’
evolving acceptance of same-sex mamage,
we should refocus our energies on a goal
that transcends sexual onentation.

His group’s focus 1s on the disintegra-
tion of mammiage in the middle and lower
classes, which, they say, 1s creating a new
underclass of inequality. As it happens,
well-educated people tend to stay marmed
in greater numbers, while the less edu-
cated — high school and no college — are
becoming a subculture of economically
depressed. single-parent families. Stud-

ties no longer need to be cited to convince -

us of what we know: Children from such
homes have a lousy shot at the pursuit of
happiness.

Blankenhorn still believes. as do most
Americans, that a child benefits most from
a loving mother and father committed 1n
mammage. The United Nations Convention
on the Rights of the Child even has desig-

riage,” Blankenhorn has written, “is a gift
that society bestows on its children.”

But this gift has been badly damaged or,
too often these days, withheld. Moreover,

‘many same-sex couples today also have

chnkhm.hmsmﬂymﬂpmmbktopmfy
offering societal protections to onl

- children. Athnkcnhanhasmcogmmd.

it is in everyone's best interest that all
children in all families have the security of
all its attendant rights and responsibilities.

In an op-ed last summer, Blankenhomn
expanded on his vision: ‘

“Once we accept gay marriage, might
we also agree that marrying before having
children is a vital cultural value that all of
us should do more to embrace?”” he asked.
“Can we agree that, for all lovers who
want their love to last, marmage is prefer-
able to cohabitation”

“Can we discuss whether both gays and
straight people should think twice before
denying children born through artificial
reproductive technology the nght to know
and be known by their biological parents””

Now there’s a feast for thought.

Blankenhom's personal transformation
has resulted in a welcome shift in the pub-
lic debate. How clever of him to recognize
that his allies in strengthening marmage
are the very people who for so long have

Then, last summer he changed his mind.

OUR VIEW

Something was missing
from Perry’s State
of the State message

fter giving his seventh State of the State assessment to
ATﬂxus' lawmakers on Tuesday, you could readily tell that

Gov. Rick Perry was dealing from a position of strength
through the state’s surging economy.

He boldly accounted for the state’s sound financial position and
delivered the expected message of conservative themes — small
government. low taxes and dehiance of Washington.

It 1s a message that has played well for Perry in Texas but has
failed to attract much national attention. But Perry brought a new
twist to his State of the State party this time around, recommending
$1.8 billion in unspecified tax relief for Texas taxpayers.

It was a stark contrast to his address two years ago when the
state struggled with a $27 billion budget shortfall and an anemic
economy. Lawmakers responded with deep cuts to education,
health care and other programs.

Texas has rebounded from the recession better than most other
states, in part because of soaring revenue from oil and gas produc-
tion. Perry credited conservative policies for the state’s success.

Perry also dropped another bombshell, saying for the first time
that he supports taking $3.7 billion from surplus to build highways
and water facilities. The governor has been reluctant to tap the
state’s rainy day fund but said the need for water and transportation
projects is great and the spending would be a one-time thing. In our
view. he 1s making the night call here.

While Perry extolled the virtues of the state economy and its fi-
nancial well-being, many Democrats think that Texas under Perry’s
stingy budgets has badly shortchanged public schools, health care
and other programs. They called for restoring deep budget cuts of
WO years ago.

We are especially concerned about the proper funding of public
schools: his message didn’t offer much relief for these critical
concerns.

In many ways, we would agree with the governor that if the state
can be run efficiently on less revenue, the taxpayer should benefit.
Perry said Texas has more money than it needs and he called for
amending the Texas Constitution to allow the state to return tax
money it collects but doesn’t spend.

That sounds good 1n theory, but most of the state’s revenue
comes from sales taxes. so direct refunds to taxpayers would be"
difficult. We would like to know more about how this would be ac-
complished. Naturally, we wonder how much Perry is motivated by
the national spotlight or a potential re-election campaign in 2014.

He appeared to steer clear of troubling issues. Although Perry
has aligned himself with social conservatives, he didn’t mention
abortion, gay marmage or other subjects on the agenda of the reli-
gious nght. He also didn’t deal with immigration.

We think Perry played well to his conservative base as a whole
but we aren’t sure if he really addressed the State of the State as a
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Is it time to say goodbye to tea party?

B Moderation of the hardline stances is
taking place. These are good times, and
politicians are seeing this.

s it last call for the tea party?

Consider these recent developments:

Late Thursday of last week: Louisiana Gov.
Bobby Jindal, a possible presidential candidate in
2016, ndicules fellow Republicans as the “stupid
party” and urges Washington Republicans to get
over their obsession with cutting budgets.

Friday afternoon: The office of Virginia Gov.
Bob McDonnell, another would-be Republican
presidential candidate, declares that he will not go
along with a plan, hatched by conservative legisla-
tors, to rewrite the state’s election laws in a way
that would stack Virginia's electoral votes against
Democrats.

Late Friday: Fox News says it has parted ways
with Sarah Palin, the former vice presidential
candidate and tea-party darling whose following
had shnveled.

Saturday: Reports emerge that House Speaker
John Boehner had given a speech in which he
referred to “hard heads” in his Republican caucus.

Monday: Sen. John McCain, who during his
2008 presidential run backed an enforcement-only
approach to immigration, declares his support for
a plan for undocumented immigrants to become
legal. Joining him on the stage i1s Sen. Marco Ru-
bio, one of the party’s brightest stars for 2016.

This last offense was too much for Rush Lim-

baugh, who denounced the “amnesty” plan. “Why

are we doing this”” he asked Rubio on-air Tuesday.

Rubio was solicitous but firm. “We do have this
existing problem that has to be dealt with,” he
repited. .

It is too early to call a requiem for the tea party.
The informal movement still dominates the House
Republicans. And the GOP’s puritanical primary
process, encouraged by the redrawing of districts
to protect Republican seats, guarantees that the far
right will remain entrenched in the party for some
time. Fresh evidence of the phenomenon can be
seen in the decision by Sen. Saxby Chambliss (R-
Ga.)torcﬂrernﬂmﬂunfaceammaryclnllengc
from the right.

But if the tea party isn’t over, some of the more
sensible partygoers are heading for the exits,
realizing that things are getting rowdy and the
neighbors may soon be calling the cops, Republi-
cans with national ambitions — Jindal, McDon-
nell, New Jersey’s Chris Christie — are moderat-
ing their images and views in ways that keep pace
with the electorate.

That electorate punished some of the party’s

DANA |
MILBANK

Washington Post Writers Group

more mcendiary elements in November — Mis-
souri’s Todd Akin, Indiana’s Richard Mourdock,
Flonda’s Allen West — and now many of those
same people are voting with their remotes. Fox
News apparently decided that it was no longer
worth paying Palin to give televised warnings
of the catastrophic effects of President Obama’s
“socialist” policies.

Demagoguery works well in bad times, but it’s
harder to stoke fear and anger when the stock mar-
ket is at a five-year high and the private sector has
been adding jobs for nearly three years.

If anything, anger has turned against tea-party
lawmakers. Christie, one of the most popular
Republicans in the land, decried GOP leaders’
“disgusting” behavior after they forced a delay in
funds for Hurricane Sandy recovery. The leaders
relented, allowing the spending bill, like Obama’s
tax hike on the wealthy, to pass despite “no” votes
from most House Republicans.

On immigration, likewise, fear of the tea party’s
demagoguery has subsided. McCain, for example,
fought off a primary challenge in 2010 from an
opponent who called him soft on illegal immigra-
tion. But on Monday, McCain stood up to those
who would call his new plan amnesty. A “de facto
amnesty” already exists, he said. “We have been too
content for too long to allow individuals to mow
our lawn, serve our food, clean our homes and even
watch our children, whllcmuﬂathngﬂmnanyof
the benefits that make our country so great.”

The return of the old McCain (in 2010, he
endorsed Arizona’s harsh immigration law) is an

encouraging sign, as was the retirement of Sen.
Jim DeMint (R-S.C.), a reflexive critic of anything
he could label “amnesty.”

More good news comes from the House, where
most declined to join Limbaugh in his “amnesty”
rant. And Rubio, though he owes his job to the tea
party, wasn’t going to be bullied.

“1 know why people are uncomfortable about
it,” he told Limbaugh on Tuesday. But he defended
compromise. “Anytime | see anything that’s harm-
ful to America, as a policymaker I try to make it
better,” he said. “I’ mmmgwdothebestl
can with what’s already a tough situation.”

Palin probably would disagree. But who cares?

From the Right | Mallard Fillmore
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Associated Press

WASHINGTON —
The U.S. economy shrank
late last year,
a reminder of the biggest
threat it faces in 2013:
sharp government spend-
ing cuts and prolonged
political budget fights.

A plunge in defense
spending helped push
the economy Into nega-
tive territory for the first
time since mid-2009.

The contraction in the
October-December quarter
came in at an annual rate
of 0.1 percent, according
to a government estimate
released Wednesday.

The likelithood of
another recession appears
remote. The economy 1s
forecast to grow around
2 percent this year as
strength in areas like hous-
ing and auto sales could
partly offset government
cutbacks. Investors appear
unfazed, too: The stock
market has surged more
than 6 percent this year
and is nearing an all-time
high.

But economists warn
that further spending cuts
would weaken a still-pre-
Carious recovery.

“One way or the other,
government is going to be
a constraint on growth,”
said James Marple, s¢nior
economist at TD Bank.

Deep spending cuts
in defense and domestic
programs are set to kick
in March 1. Most of the
federal government could
shut down March 27 if
Congress doesn’t extend a
temporary measure autho-
rizing funding.

And the nation’s borrow-
ing limit must be raised by
May 18 or the government
could default on its debts.

A sputtering economy
could weaken President
Barack Obama’s hand in
dealing with Congress
and complicate his efforts
to push forward on other

Wl K | B A

US economy slowed
during last year’s
fourth quarter

[ N = il il

slashed defense spending.
Exports also fell.
Economists say some of
those factors could prove
temporary. Still, the slow-
down from the 3.1 percent
annual growth rate in the
July-September quarter
was unexpectedly sharp.
For all of 2012, the

economy expanded 2.2
percent, better than 2011’s

growth of 1.8 percent.

The Federal Reserve
referred to the fourth-
quarter slowdown Wednes-
day in a statement after a

policy meeting. The U.S.
economy appears to have

in recent months,”
the Fed said, mainly be-
cause of tem factors.

The central bank said
growth would hkely
resume this year. But 1t
reaffirmed its commitment
to stimulating the economy
by keeping borrowing
costs low for the foresee-
able future.

Looming government
cutbacks may already have
hindered the economy:
Conecern over the year-end
fiscal'cliff could be one
reason businesses slowed
their restocking. And
defense spending may
have fallen as agencies
prepared for automatic
spending cuts.

Congress managed to
avert the fiscal cliff but
only postponed the start of
automatic spending cuts
until March 1.

The drag from the
government comes as
private-sector growth 1s
picking up. Consumers
and businesses spent more
in the October-December
quarter compared with the
July-September quarter.
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Ally Financial, the
former financial arm for
General Motors, still owes
$14.6 billion of the $17.2
billion in aid it received.
The report said taxpayers
can expect to lose $5.5
billion on that investment
because of the company’s
losses on risky mortgages
issued ahead of the finan-
cial cnisis.

The report also cnticized
the Treasury for lacking a
plan to unwind its invest-
ment in Ally. Taxpayers
own 74 percent of the
company.

Ally and GM together
owe more than half of the
$67.3 billion still owed U.S.
taxpayers by companies
that were bailed out dunng
the financial cnisis, accord-
ing to the quarterly report
to Congress by Special
Inspector General Chnisty
Romero.

The total owed 1s down
from $84.2 billion as of
Sept. 30, as banks and other
financial companies have
repaid their investments
and Treasury has received
proceeds from stock sales.
Insurer American Interna-
tional Group Inc.. which
received the biggest bailout
of the cnisis. $182 bilhon.
finished repaying 1t last
year.

After the 2008 cnisis.
Congress authonzed $700
billion for the bailout of
financial companies and
automakers under the

. TARP. About $413 billion

was lent.

GM owes $21.6 billion
of the $49.5 billion bailout
it recerved.

To recover all of its
investment in GM, Trea-
sury would need to sell the
General Motors Co. shares
it still holds at an aver-
age “break-even” price of
$71.86 each — more than
double their current price
of around $28. Treasury
has held the stock for over
Iwo years, awaiting a better
price.

Ally shares aren’t pub-
licly traded.

Romero’s report said
Treasury “has no con-
crete exit plan™ for Ally.
which was formerly called
GMAC.

While repaying the
laxpayers’ mvestment in
Ally is important. Treasury
must focus attention on the
company s finances. the
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own 74 percent

ment lacks a plan 10 unwind its-iINvestment in
Ally. Treasury said it has an exit strategy.
\ Associated Press
report said. last year that were part of
“Taxpayers saved the strategy. Ally’s mort-
GMAC, and they should gage-lending subsidiary
not be put in the position of  Residential Capital LLC
needing to save the com- filed for bankrupicy protec-
pany again,” it said. tion and the company sold
Treasury disputed the its international operations
report’s finding. to raise cash.
The department does After ResCap 1s restruc-
have an exit strategy for the  tured in the bankrupicy
Ally investment, Assistant proceeding and the sales

Secretary for Financial Sta-
bility Timothy Massad said
in a letter to Romero.

Ally had ongmally
planned to make an imtal
public offening of its stock
to assist Treasury’s exit, but
the plan was postponed in
201 1. Massad noted. He
said two actions occurred
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of overseas operations are
completed. Treasury will be
able to recover its invest-
ment through a sale of its
Ally stock or additional
asset sales, Massad said.

He said the actions cho-
sen will depend on market
conditions and Ally’s
Progress.
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New BlackBerry won’t be released in US-until Marc

Associated Press

NEW YORK — Re-
search In Motion Lid.
unveiled new, versatile
BlackBerrys after excru-
ciating delays allowed
Apple, Samsung and others
to build commanding
leads in an industry that
is redefining society. But
the first phone won’t come
out in the United States
until March, and one with a
physical keyboard will take
at least a month longer.

The stock fell 12 percent
after Wednesday's kickoft,
despite mostly positive
reviews about the new
BlackBerry 10 operating
system. There’s concern
the phone 1sn’t coming out
sooner, and there’s worry
BlackBerry 10’s advances
won't be enough to tum the
company around.

In a move underscor-
ing the stakes nding on
its make-or-break product
lineup. RIM used the oc-
casion to announce that it

Thorsten Heins, CEQ of Research in Motion, which is changing its
name to BlackBerry, introduces the BlackBerry 10 on Wednesday.

is changing the company 's
name to BlackBerry. It's a
pioneering brand that lost
its cachet not long after
Apple’s 2007 release of
the iPhone, which reset
expectations for what a
smartphone should do.
Pioneered in 1999,
BlackBerry became a

FURNITURE
HomeStore

game-changing break-
through in personal
connectedness. It changed
the culture by allowing
on-the-go business people
to access wireless email.
President Barack Obama
couldn’t bear to part with

his BlackBerry. Oprah
Winfrey declared it one

technology it got through
its 2010 purchase of QNX
Software Systems. But #t
has taken more than two
years to unveil new phones
that are redesigned for the
new multimedia, Internet
browsing and apps expen-
ence that customers are
now demanding.

CEO Thorsten Hens,
who one year ago replaced
longtime executives who
had presided over Black-
Berry’s fall, formally

unveiled the

smartphones
Wednesday in New York.
Simuitapeous events wese
beld in Toronto, Léndon,
Paris, Dubai, Johannesbwrg,
New Delhi and Jakarta,
Indonesia.

The first device  the
new crop of revamped
BlackBerrys wili ve the
Z.10 — pronounceu “zee-
10” in the U.S. and “zed-
10” elsewhere. As RIM
previously disclosed, it wall

Z.10 will go on sale today 1n
the U.K. and next Tuesday
in Canada, it won't be
available in the U.S. until
March.

The Q10 will follow
and will have a physical
keyboard, a feature that has
kept BlackBerry users loyal
over the years because it

makes typing casier. RIM
said the Q10 will start
going on sale on some
camiers in Apnl, but
it couldn’t sy whea U S.
carriers will have it.

Heins said U.S. cami-
ers need more time to test
the devices. All the major
U.S. carmriers plan to sell the
new BlackBerrys. Venzon
Wireless said the Z10 will
be available for $200 with
a two-year Service agree-
ment, in line with what
cost. In Canada, it will cost
about $150 with a three-
year contract.

Frank Boulben, RIM's
chief marketing officer,
said some of the delay n
the U.S. stems from spe-
imposed by the Federal
Communications Commus-
sion. There was a similar
delay when the iPhone first
came out, though subse-
quent models were released
more quickly after their
announcements.
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TEA chief: Don’t give up on accountability system
Former Midlander also disagrees with change supported by Seliger

By Morgan Smith Mmﬂm”whmlbw&msﬂnsﬂ:hw teaching every kid in every school.”

Texas Tribune . —passed resolutions saying the state overemphasizes stan- The speech marked the first time the new commissioner,
< dardized testing amid outcry from parents and confusion appointed by Gov. Rick Perry in August, had addressed
- Texas Education Commissioner Michael Williams this fiom school districts as the state moved over to the new the Midwinter Conference put on by the Texas Associa- -
ill cost week called on educators to hold the line on the state’s | system this spring. | tion of School Adminisgrators. It can be a trying experi-
ree- accmmal:uhty system amid what he called a “ranging That momentum has extended to the Legislature, as ence for TEA chiefs — though his predecessor recerved

conversation™ at the Legislature about how to address the well. Lawmakers have responded with proposals that wild cheers last year when he called tor a reexamination
M’s wldespread concerns about the role of high-stakes testmg range from reducing the exams students must pass to of the role assessment plays in the state’s accountability
er, “I know we are out there in that desert and it is a transi-  graduate to doing away with state student assessments system, he had chillier receptions there in the past.
y in tion period,” the Texas Education Agency chief said. “But altogether. In a pointed gesture, the House eliminated But the biggest reaction from the crowd came not from
spe- I’m going to ask us to pump our brakes and slow our roll spending for testing in its initial budget, and Williams something Williams said in his speech, but to an umdent)-
ents to get through this transition.” took tough gquestions from a panel of senators on the topic  fied audience member who asked a question at the end
ral During his speech Tuesday at an annual gathenng of in a hearing last week. that eamed a standing ovation. He asked the commissioner
fNIMis- school administrators in Austin, he urged the crowd of Williams said he recognized the need for increased to fight for the return of the $5.4 billion made n cuts to
nilar roughly 3,000 to display courage and not to “give up or flexibility in student testing requirements but that the state  public education “in the same spint of fighting the KKK"
ne first move back” as the state continued its transition to the new  needed to preserve what he called the “central line of
hse- accountability system. thinking” in the accountability system, “the business of Please see SYSTEM/3B
eleased
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Plainview
residents
WOITY over

1 effects of
- plant closure

By Shanna Sissom
Planwview Herald

T ——— -

HOME DESTROYED IN BLAZE

e

The impact of Cargall s upcom-
ing closure 1s already being telt in
the local economy but some say
profound. mult-mithon dollar
consequences with thousands of
displaced people are yet to be
realized.

"I look at it in dollars and
cents.” said Brnian Pohlmeier.
president of Centennmial Bank.
“(Cargall)

probably
had about a
milhion and a Olainview
| half a week Herald Managing
_ payroll. Editor Shanna
! That’s S80)- Sissom says
plus milhon town will survive

a year that s adversity
no longer
going to be Page 4B
l In the com-

munity.

The bank has already seen

buyers backing out of real estate
| transactions since 2,220 work-
ers were told of the plant s Feb.
| closure. Eveny segment ol the
community seems (o be bracing
for what hes ahead.

Schools stand to lose a major
chunk of funding. as Plainview
ISD Supenntendent Ron Miller
said they have wdentified “well
over 800 students™ with at least
James Durbin/Reporter-Telegram one parent employed at Cargill
* “There could be as many as
1.000 because the hittle ones don 't
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A Midland firefighter walks through the mist from a fie hose after a blaze destroyed a trailer home near the intersection of West County Road 137 and Rankin

g ' really know where thewr parents
work.” Miller said. “We jusi
-~ - = . hope it doesn’t reach 1.000. 1t at's
Clails SllSpCCt SpacCe eater 1n dout 1IAIANA ITC | 1000 wdents en we only e
.75 percent of taxes. We'd have
that potential loss of $5.3 milhon.
From staff reports West County Road 137 was a total loss a space heater maltunction. ' thereabouts
after sustaining significant interior and The residents, who were not at home Miller said some students have
A south Midland home went up in exterior damage. according to Brian Mc-  when the fire started. will stay with fam- already been withdrawn from
, flames Wednesday afternoon in a fire Gary, Midland Fire Department battalion  1ly members. Little said. school. as their parents are relocat-
| that is believed to have been caused by a chief. Eight MFD and two volunteer units ing to obtain employment.
l space heater. Midland County Fire Marshal Dale responded to the fire at about 5 p.m.. With so many students expected
| The trailer home at the 1000 block of Little said the fire possibly was caused by McGary said. to relocate. Miller said fewer
' teachers will be needed.

Council recommends MISD hire health coordinator | szx =

By Meredith Moriak as how it ties into the state’s Coordinated community involvement and nutrition ser- we can absorb them.“
mmoriak@ mrt.com School Health Program. vices. By hiring an additional staff member. Teacher layoffs?
SHAC member Rhonda Carr, aregistered  Carr said it is likely MISD would be able “That 1s an extreme possibil-

Members of the Midland ISD School dietitian and diabetes education coordinator  to adopt the four other components — staft ity. that very well could happen.
Health Advisory Council approved a recom- @t Midland Memorial Hospital, presented wellness promotion, healthy and safe school Miller said. The school distnct
mendation Wednesday asking the board the sub-committee’s report and indicated environment, counseling and mental health loses $37 a day for every student
of trustees to consider hiring an eup]oyee how hiring someone to coordinate student services and health services. not 1n ?f‘fmii“?}‘e-
wellness and student health coordinator. and employee health would allow MISD to The SHAC serves as an advisory body for K““" S“Pe““'f“d?,ﬂl Doug |

The recommendation comes after months  expand the services it offers. the school district. Members’ recommenda- Sethff ‘ulld 34 out ﬂf ‘-phstlldxrtnh _
of work by the SHAC s staff wellness sub- MISD currently uses four of the eight tion for a health wellness coordinator will in their community are children of
committee, which looked at the benefits of components included in the CSHP — physi-  be forwarded on to MISD Superintendent
having an employee wellness plan, as well cal education, health education, parentand  Ryder Warren and trustees. Please see PLAINVIEW/4B

Can tax refund strategy put Gov. Perry on the rebound?

B The governor isn’t the most Texas: “Only 41 percent of GOP primary are to come, but he called Tuesday for a

. voters want him to be their candidate “mechanism” that can be used to return
popular guy, and he hom ESVING again.” money to taxpayers “when we bring 1n
excess money back will change I'm sure those in his immediate family  more (money) than we need.”
that. still love the gov, but we now have polling He also called for $1.8 billion in un-

eyidence that his popularity outside that specified tax relief in the next two years.
AUSTIN — circle 1s mmg There’s plenty of time “I’m proud that in Texas we re talking
state of our state is great, our until voting begins, so 1 wouldn’t write about the best way to give money back,”

longtime governor tells us. “Our

Perry off just yet. But the Public Policy he said.
future is imitless,” he says.

Polling numbers are encouraging to poten- I like the idea of finding a way to return

His, however, might not be. good reputation tial Perry challengers, including GOP state  taxpayer money that’s not needed. Here's
“Most vosers done with Rick The numbers backed the words. Only AmmeﬂGmngboﬂn some of the perspective (warped, perhaps)
Perry,”. Minemapllwleased 31 perceat of the 500 respondents want from which I approach this.

Mm Perry to seek re-clection next year to a In the state budget context, a “surplus”
fourth term. is considered a good thing. 1 know it’s bet-

But wait,.there’s more. ter than a “shortfall.” but doesn’t surplus

“Hetm-cﬁ-m m— mean the state collected more taxes than

needed? Isn’t that overtaxation?

e g

Please see HERMAN/B




ing parents, Christopher and

Lindsay Martin; nana Brenda

Hart;

y ’

and aunt Shay and Brandy
Hart. cousins Alyssa and
Shane; aunt Bethany :Latch,
cousins Keith and Mallory;
uncle and aunt Roche and
Amanda Bellamy, - cousins
Zander and Drake: aunt Jen-
nie Martin; and many extend-
ed famaly.

Chloe is preceded in death
by her pawpaw Dennis Hart,
great-granny Allie Martin,
great grandpa Ralph Rumfelt,
and great grandma Justine
Guanno.

The Martin family would
like to give thanks to the doc-
tors. and many nurses’ who
have helped them in this dif-
ficult time. also to ABC Min-
istry in Midkiff. TX for thewr
generosity. The family asks
that friends join them for a
memonial service on January
31. 2013. at Ellis Funeral
Home Chapel at 6:30pm. and
for a pink balloon release af-
terwards.

Ellis Funeral Home
Funerals & Cremations

B0 \ndvens Hnwy.
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Donella Hardaway Rodg-
ers. 81. of Eunice, New Mex-
ico. passed away in Ector
County. Texas. durning sur-
gery on January 26. 2013.

The funeral service will be
held Saturday. February 2 at
11:30 a.m.. in the chapel of
Nalley-Pickle & Welch Fu-
neral Home in Midland. Ofhi-
ciating will be Reverend
Steve Brannan of the Church
of Chnst of Eunice. New
Mexico. and Pastor Steve
Schorr of First Presbytenan
Church of Midland, Texas.
A reception will follow.

Donella was born n

Weinert, Haskell County.
Texas on October 15. 1931 to
James H. and Mayme

Hardaway. Donella grew up
in  Monahans and Pecos.
Texas. She graduated from
Pecos High School and con-
tinued to business college n
Abilene.

- Donella mamed AV Rodg-
ers on June 18, 1977 and they
were married 32 years.

Donella worked as a home-
maker. She enjoyed music
and reading. She was also
actively involved in her
Church and the Semior Citi-

Hardaway, D.
Hardaway and Judith H.
Devenport; her sister-in-law
Billie Fay Hardaway; her
grandchildren, Kevin and
Melissa Hardaway, Keith and
Tia Hardaway, and Kns
Hardaway; great grandchil-
dren, Carson, Connor, Kelsie
and Kenzie and numerous
nieces and nephews. She
was predeceased by her two
children, Theresa and Joey
Nash, her father and mother,
James H. and Maymie
Hardaway, her husband, AV
Rodgers, three brothers, J.
Leroy Hardaway, Jack W.

Hardaway and Bill D.
Hardaway, and one sister,
Lois H. Shearman.

Memonal donations may
be given to charities of one’s
choice.

Arrangements are under
the direction of Nalley-Pickle
& Welch Funeral Home &
Crematory of Midland. On-
line condolences can be
made at: www.npwelch.com

Estevan Patino Najera, 52.
passed away on Tuesday.
January 29. 2013 at his resi-
dence. He was born on Sep-
tember 16, 1960 in Midland
to the late Agapito and Ehda
Najera. Estevan was raised
and educated in Midland and
had worked as a concrete fin-
isher for over 20 years.

Estevan 1s preceded in
death by his parents, Agapito
and Elida Najera. He 1s sur-
vived by his brother. Agapito
(AJ) Najera Jr. of Midland:
four sisters, Glona Patino
Bomilla. Marganta P. Najera,
Anna Mana Najera and Tere-
sa Najera Hemandez all of
Midland; six nephews and
eight meces.

Funeral mass is set for to-
day at 2:00 pm at Our Lady
of Guadalupe  Catholic
Church. Interment will fol-
low at Serenity Memonal
Gardens. Pallbearers for the
service will be Nicholas
Najera. Jesus Cosulla, Joe
Munoz. Lalo Soto. Gilbert
Sanchez Sr.. Isa Romero Jr.,
Tony Gonzales and Joe Louis
Fuentes 118 Honorary
pallbearers are David Olgin
Sr.. Johnny Olgin. Wally
Olgin. Danny Olgin, Jesse
Granado. Big John Fuentes,
Bobby Ybarra and Dawid
Velarde.

Funeral service is under
the direction of Lewallen-
Garcia-Pipkin Funeral Home
and Chapel. Family messages
and condolences may be
emailed to: pipkin@nts-
online.com or you can visit

Alma Rose Holst,
age 89, formerly of Midland
passed away early Tuesday,
January 15, 2013 at Silver
Stone Home, Denton. She
was bormn on November 20,
1 1923 in a log cabin 1n
Pennington County, SD to
Freeman and Penila (Potter)
| Rose. She marmried Roger
Duane Holst on June 21,
1951 in Rapid City, SD.

Alma worked in a vanety
of areas but principally as a

an for her church. She also
was a homemaker and moth-
er of four.

of Roseville. CA and four
grandchildren: Troy Reaves
of Flower Mound. Denise
Chambers of Denton. Mi-
chael Gratzinger of Bluff-
dale. Utah and Michelle Ross
of Washington. D.C. and
| nine great-grandchildren.
There will be a Memonal
| Service at The Church of Je-
sus Chnst of Latter-Day
Saints Chapel at 4805 Gate-
| way in Midland on Saturday,
February 2. 2013 from 3:00 -
5:00 PM to celebrate her hife.
There will be a gravesite cer-
| emony June/July, 2013 at the
Rose Cemetery, SD.

il " ' =

Willie Rose Sr.

Willie Smith Rose Sr., 72

of Munday went to be with -

the Lord on Sunday January
27. 2013 at hus residence.
Memorial service will be
2:00pm Fnday February I,
2013 at the First Bapust
Church of Munday with
Brother Shane Kendrix, offi-
ciating. Arrangements are by
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and staff for the loving care
shown to our family during
this ime.

Willie’s obituary and me-
morial guestbook may be
viewed at www.robertmassie.

com
Baby Jasiah BelloC
Baby Jasiah Avalyna

Belloc, infant daughter of
Joshua Belloc and Knistin

Louis Dominguez Sr. She is
survived by his parents;
nts, Pedro (Pete)

dro Epifania Belloc of Presi-
dio, TX and Dolores Jurado
of Midland; great-great
grandmother Ramona
Dominguez also of Midland;
numerous uncles, aunts, and
cousins.

A rosary will be held to-
night at 7:00pm at Lewallen-
Garcia-Pipkin Chapel.

Arrangements were made
with Lewallen-Garcia-Pipkin
Funeral Home. Family mes-
sages and condolences may
be emailed to: pipkin@nts-
online.net.

Bruce Michael Edwards,
48, of Midland, went to be
with his Lord, Jesus Chnist,
on Monday moming, January
28, 2013. By his side, was
Traci, his wife of 25 years,
his daughter, Kelséy, 18, and
a room full of his beloved
family and friends. Bruce 1s

in death by his
nts Thelma and
Robert Edwards, Reverends

=

will
Resthaven Memonal Park.
The family will receive
friends from 6:00 pm to 8:00

David Arrington, DJ
Amington, Randy Smith,
John Cartwright, Kevin Cart-
wright, Richard Choate,
Chnis Duncan’ and Lantz
Duncan. Honorary
pallbearers will be Ben
Bothwell, Donovan Eades,
Corey Kreiss, Phllip Marti-
nez, John Alcala, Lenny
Long, Willie Long, Brad
Rose, Joey Pinard, Fabian
Aranda, Mark Hendnckson,

A memonal fund has been
set up for the Edwards family
at West Texas National Bank

childhood in Odessa, TX and
grew Into a danng young
man who was a wamor for
Chnist. He lived every day to
its fullest. His bold personal -
ity, booming voice, and con-
tagious smile won the hearts
of everyone he met, especial-
ly children and youth. He
had a gift for making every-
one feel special. To his fami-
ly, he hung the moon. At
Traci’s Salon, his fnendliness
brightened everyone's day.
At Southwest Airlines, he
was known for singing loudly
and spontaneously. His own
unique rendition of "Viva
Las Vegas” will be missed by
customers, family and
fnends! He loved a healthy
lifestyle, quick wit, and time
at the beach with his family.
Most of all, he loved God's
word which was wrnitten n
his heart and embedded in his
mind. Bruce stood in God’s
strength and love, with joy in
his heart, as he entered the
gates of Heaven.

(I Peter 2:24)

Arrangements are under
the direction of Nalley-Pickle
& Welch Funeral Home &
Crematory of Midland. On-
line condolences can be
made at: www.npwelch.com

Shirley Reid (85) of Fort
Worth, Texas passed away
January 25, 2013. She was
born November 17, 1927, the
third of five children, to Roy
A. Clark and Callie Fay

on Saturday, January 26,
2013 in Midland.

The family will receive
friends on Wednesday, Janu-
ary 30, 2013 at Nalley-Pickle
& Welch Funeral Home. Fu-

long distance operator for | Galan, passed away on Wed- Dodd - Stnnger, Raymond | peral services will be on
Bell Telephone, an airplane | nesday, January 30, 2013. | Chambers, Jeff Thummel, | Thursday, January 31, 2013
relay tech during World War | She was preceded in death by Brad Roberts, and Staton | at Second Baptist Church in
Il and most recently custodi- | his great-great grandfather | Roberts. Midland at 10:00 a.m.

She is survived by her

grandson Chnstopher Estep
and his wife Amanda and

She is survived by her four | Belloc of Midland, Linda | in Midland. their  daughter  Kaleigh
children: Diana Reaves and | Akil of Riverside, CA, Kim Bruce was born in Elkhart, | Brown, her granddaughter
husband Bemnard (Jack) of | Young and Andre Young | Kansas on June 6, 1964 to | Amy and husband Bobby
Aubrey: Duane Holst of Mid- | both of Midland; great grand- | David Michael Edwards and | Billington and their sons
land: Debra Holst of Dallas, | parents, Louis and Anna | Suzanne Martha Edwards. | Kenneth and Tyler Dowdy
and Dawne Holst Adamson | Dominguez of Midland, Pe- | He spent an adventurous | and Caiden Billington and

Paityn Billington; her sisters
Patsy Davis and her husband
Don and Donna Mae Wilson
and her husband Kenneth:
and a host of nieces, nephews
and friends.

James Lee

James O. "Jimmie" Lee.
78, of Rankin, passed away
on Tuesday, January 29
2013.

Graveside services will be
held at 2p.m. on Friday, Feb-
ruary |, 2013 at the Rankin

of Shaffer-Nichols Funeral
Home.

Jimmie is survived by his
wife of 52 years, Jean Lee of

Ross Oscar Carroll, 95,
passed away on January 28.
2013.

Family will be receiving
family and friends tonight
from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
at  Lewallen-Garcia-Pipkin
Funeral Home. A funeral
service i1s set for Saturday,
February 2, 2013 at 3:00 p.m.
at First Baptist Church in
Goodlett, Texas. Interment
will follow at Goodlett Cem-
etery. Funeral service is un-
der the direction of Lewallen-
Garcia-Pipkin Funeral Home
and Chapel.

Robert Massie  Funeral | Richard and Amy Yunker, | Fredenck in Clebumne, Texas. He is survived by his sons,
Home. and aunt, Sharon and uncle Shirley grew up in Dallas | James Carroll, Billy Carroll,

Willie was bom July 21. | Ken Ellis. He was survived | Texas. There, she met and | Howard Carroll and Larry
1940 in Rowena. Tx. to Wil- | by his parents David and Su- | married Daniel Reid. Dan | Carmroll.

Patty' Andrews of singing Andrews Sisters deéd at 94

By Bob Thomas and more. They recorded more Unlike other singing acts, the cancellation of the national tour family to New York in 1937, his
Axcnciated Press Writer than 400 songs and sold more sisters recorded with popular of the show, and the sisters did not  wife, Olga, sought singing dates
than 80 million records, several bands of the ’40s, fitting neatly perform together again. for the girls. They were often
LOS ANGELES — Patty An- of them going gold (more than a into the styles of Benny Good- Patty continued on her own, turned down with comments such
drews, the last surviving member million copies). man, Glenn Miller, Jimmy finding success in Las Vegas and as: “They sing too loud alll'tlty
of the ‘singing AI‘KII'CWS Sisters Other sisters, notably the Dorsey, Bob Crosby, Woody : on TV varicty shows Her Sister move oo much.” Olga paw‘
wio whose hits such as the rollick- Boswells, had become famous Herman, Guy Lombardo, Desi also toured solo until her death in  and the sisters sang on radio with
ing “Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy as singing acts, but mostly they Amaz and Russ Morgan. They 1995. a hotel band at $15 a week. The
of Company B™ and the poignant huddlad before a microphone sang dgzcns of songs on rcmuk Her fal:hchdet Andlews.'was hms landed them a contract
“I Can Dream. Can’t 17" captured ™™ cloese harmony. The Andrews with Bing Crosby, including the a Greek immigrant who angh- with Decca Records.
the homefront splnl of World War Sisters — LaVeme, Muﬂm and ml‘lllﬁn"SC“ef “Don’t ch M? cized !IIS m of w m M recorded a fcw' songs,
1. died Wednesday. She was 94. Patty — added a new dimension.  In." They also recorded with Dick ~ he arrived in America; his wife, and then came “Bei Mir Bist Du
Andrews died of natural causes During breaks in their singing, Haymes, Carmen Mmmda, Danny Oiga, was a Norwegian with a Schoen,” an old Yiddish song for
at her home in the Los Angeles they cavorted aboql the stage in Kaye, Al Jolson, Jimmy Durante love of 'IIII.BIC: LaVerne was horn
suburb of Northridge, said fam-  Thythm to the music. | and Red Foley. | in 1911, Maxine (later Maxene) in
ily spokesman Alan Eichler in a Their voices combined with The Andrews’ popularity ledto 1916, Patricia (later Patty, some- :
statement. perfect synergy. As Patty re- a contract with Universal Pictures, times Patti) in 1918. Are Beautiful.”) It was a smash
Patty was the Andrews in the marked in 1971: “There were just where they made a dozen low- All three sisters were born and hit, and the Andrews Sisters were
middle. the lead singer and chief - three girls in the family. l.achc budget musical comedies between  raised in the Minneapolis area, launched into the bigtime.
clown. whose raucous jitterbug- had a very low voice. Maxene’s 1940 and 1944. In 1947, they 3 spending summers in Mound, Their only W
ging delighted American service- ~ Was kind of high, and I was be- appeared in “The Road to Rio Minn., on the western shores of was the movies. was
men abroad and audiences at tween. It was like God had given  with Bing Crosby, BobHope and  Lake Minnetonka, about 20 miles a -pinching studio that
home. us voices to fit our parts.” Dorothy Lamour. west of Minneapolis. out product to fit the lower
She could also deliver senti- The Andréws Sisters’ rise co- The trio continued until memgc ) the Boswell Sisters  half of a double bill. The sisters
mental ballads like “I'll Be with incided with the advent of swing  LaVeme’s death in 1967. By on radio, LaVerne played the were seldom involved in the plots,
with a sincerity that caused hard- into the new craze. They aimed turned to discord, and the sisters sing in harmony; neither Maxene
ened Gls far from home to weep.  at reproducing the sound of three had been openly feuding. nor Patty ever leamed to read
From the late 1930s through the  harmonizing trumpets. Bette Midler’s 1973 cover of music. All three studied singers

1940s. the Andrews Sisters pro-
duced one hit record after another,
beginning with “Bei Mir Bist Du
Schoen” in 1937 and continuing
with “Beat Me Daddy, Eight to
the Bar.” “Rum and Coca-Cola”

“1 was listening to Benny

“Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy™

at the vaudeville house near their

Goodman and to all the bands,” revived interest in the tno. The father’s restaurant. As their skills
Patty once remarked. “I was into  two survivors joined in 1974 fo a  developed, they moved from
the feel, so that would go intomy  Broadway show, “Over Here!” It  amateur shows to vaudeville and
own musical ability. | was into ran for more than a year, but di singing with bands.
swing - loved the brass section.” '
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Cargill workers.

“From the pareats that
have talked to us so far,
they are going to try to
stay because a lot of them
have family here,” Setliff
explained. “But we know
there will be some that will
have no choice but to move
on to find work.” Sethff
said 1t was too early to
tell if this will affect those
employed by his distnict.

“I’m not prepared to
comment on teachers until
there’s a better idea of how
many students we might
lose,” Setliff said, adding
that all state funding 1s ted
to average daily atten-
dance.

As Cargill famihies
figure out options, the meat
company’'s competitors
were in town last week
recruiting workers to plants
in other states or elsewhere
in Texas. Cargill also has
jobs to offer at other com-
pany sites.

While many workers the
Herald have spoken to say
they would prefer to stay
in the Plainview area, most
believe they would likely
end up moving to get jobs.

When it comes to antiCi-
pated changes in the hous-
ing market, Debi Wilkins
of ERA Roberts & Wilkins
Realtors believes the rental
situation will be impacted
more than real estate. and
she hasn’t seen an influx
of new listings 1n recent
days. However. Wilkins
noted a husband and wife,
both Cargill workers. were
among those canceling
plans to buy last week.

“Plainview has never
seen anything like this hap-
pen before,” Wilkins said.
“I'm sure it’s not gomg to
be good. but I am hoping
1t’s not going to be as bad
as people are saying.

In the days following
the Jan. 17 announcement.
some area businesses said
they were already notic-
ing a dip in sales. Most
declined to speak to the
Herald on the record.

Plainview native Teresa

should do so now to help
the local economy. “Once

- it’s nippling everywhere,

everyone else is affected.
It’s just a huge domino
effect.”

But King believes Pla-
inview can come together
as a community and turm
things around by spending
locally.

“I don’t think everyone
needs to panic,” King
said. “The main thing that
can help us, 1s we can
overcome this with them
shopping in Plainview, by
spending every dime here
and not out of town.”

While she and other
local business owners have
long agreed that shopping
in Plainview is paramount

to a healthy local economy.

the volume of dollars and
people affected has a town
saddened as it copes.
“This is the worst thing
that’s ever happened in
Plainview, in my opinion,”
said J.B. Roberts, a long-
time Plainview real estate
agent and businessman.
“There were several of us
sitting around in a cof-
fee shop recently talking
about the businesses it will
affect. And I said it mught
be easier to talk about the
businesses it won't atfect.
... Someone would bring
up a name it wouldn't
affect, and sure enough it
was shot down. It's going
to affect everybody in the
county. and even further.
“It really distresses
me as an old man to see
this happen to our lovely
community.

A truck leaves the Cargill beef processing plant in Plainview on Jan. 1Tqup'lmwmdmulIyMIﬂﬂalhapluﬂandlqoﬂ

tight cattie supply following years of drought. The company

said workers in Plainview will be let go Feb.
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he most difficult
and painful story
I’ve ever written, at
least that does not involve
death or child abuse. 1s on
today’s front page.

But time and time again
in recent days, 1've been
amazed at how the com-
munity has responded to
adversity. It’s my belief the
faith, goodwill and spint
of our people will tnumph
despite the loss of Cargill.

Debbi Wilkins gradu-
ated from Plainview
High School in 1971 and
remembers when what was
then Missoun Beef came
to Plainview.

*That’s when the town
changed, and there was
a big influx of people.”
Wilkins recalled. Per-
haps oddly. as she noted.
population has gone down
by several thousand people
since that time.

If you've ever met
Debbi. you know she’s a
positive thinker who loves
Plainview.

SHANNA
SISSOM

Plainview Herlad Managing Editor

“I am thinking we can
bounce back and get some
new business in.” she told
me. “We can hang in there
together.”

As noted in this space
last week, | was moved by
the immediate response of
Plainview’s faithful on that
tearful Jan. 17. Churches
opened their doors. prayer
services were called. and at
the one sanctuary | visited.
the pews were packed that
night.

In the days afterward. |
talked to Cargill workers
and recruiters. While some
of those facing layoffs
are open and willing to
relocate, the vast majonty
seem to want to stay here.

Plainview will survive this adversity

It’s their home, and
many have known no other.
While more than 2,000

lost jobs may be impossi-
ble for Plainview to absorb,
those who can will surely
stay. Steven Gonzales. a
Cargill employee of nine
years with a wife and three
kids. told me he’s hoping
to find work in Lubbock
and commute. Others share
his idea.

One of the out-of-state
recruiters at last week’s job
fair was asking me about
the economy 1n Texas,
which, as you know, varnes
greatly according to region.
Then she gently asked me
why people would want to
stay here when there aren’t

many jobs. |

I pondered her question
for a moment; and quali-
fied my response by saying
I've lived here less than a
year.

“There are close-knit
families and relatives who
want to be near each other
and don’t want to leave
home.” That was the best
answer | could come up
with at the moment.

But if you look around
Plainview, there’s much to
love, and that has every-
thing to do with its people.

When you think about
the early settlers of this
land, they were overcomers
who faced adversity and
built their dreams.

While the numbers and
facts we face are stag-
gering, I'm among those,
like Debbi, who believe
the people of Plainview
will indeed come together,
survive this storm and
eventually find a new day
and prospenty.

Former Ector County jail employees
indicted for accepting bribes

knowing violation of their official duties.
The people indicted and arrested are

From staff reports

ODESSA — Federal authornities on
Wednesday arrested 12 former Ector
County Correctional Center guards and
one former employee for allegedly ac-
cepting bribes in exchange for smuggling
contraband to inmates inside the federal
detention facility, according to U.S. At-
torney Robert Pitman and Mark Morgan.
FBI special agent in charge at the El Paso

Division.

The defendants include nine people
from Odessa who are named in 13
federal grand jury indictments that were
returned on Jan. 23. The indictments
allege that during 2011 and 2012, the
correctional officers and a food service
worker smuggled in contraband — 1n-
cluding cellphones and chargers, tobacco
and marijuana — in exchange for cash in

Jovanna Marie Olivarez. 21, of Odessa:
Jennifer Armida Lopez, 25, Matthew
Ryan Williams, 20. Jazmine Desiree
Cruz, 19, Charlette Smith, 46, Jonathon
Wayne Meza. 29, Nancy Torres Morales,
36. Valerie Ann Arenivas, 22, and Ga-
briel Angel Navarette, 23, all of Odessa;
Jessica Lucia Smith, 33, of Monahans;
Dennis Earl Newsome, 63, of Austin;
Barbara Jean Garrett, 52. of Andrews:
and Ashley Dawn Clark, 29, of Crane.

Each defendant is charged with one
count of accepting a bribe. Upon con-
viction, each defendant faces up to 15
years in federal prison and a maximum
$250.000 fine.

Assistant U.S. Attorney John Klassen
Is prosecuting the case.

From staff reports

A Midland man re-
mained 1n custody
Wednes-
day after
being ar-
rested for
allegedly
stabbing
adog to
death. ac-
cording to
his arrest
afhidavit.

Steven
R. Kuzminski, 24, 1s being
held for a state jail felony
charge of cruelty to non-
livestock amimals.

A Midland police of-
ficer who responded to a
disturbance at about 9:30
p.m. Jan. 22 at the 4700

Judge withdraws
execution date in
college slaying

Associated Press

Kuzminski

CONROE — A state
district judge Wednesday
withdrew next month's ex-
ecution date for a 41-year-
old convicted killer who
now has avoided the Texas
death chamber four times.

Judge Kelly Case ordered
that Larry Sweanngen's
Feb. 27 lethal injection be
put off indefinitely, then
gave lawyers up to 60 days
to file bniefs addressing
the ments of a heanng to
decide whether to move
forward with DNA testing
in his case.

MPD: Man arrested for stabbing dog to death

block of Pasadena Drive
saw a white dog lying in
the doorway and covered
in blood.

While the officers were
there, two men came
outside and dropped an
unconscious and bloody
Kuzminski — who had a
laceration on his hand and
thigh — on the ground
outside. The arrest report
did not indicate how he
was injured.

Witnesses at the scene
told the officer that
Kuzminski was arguing
outside with his ex-
girlfriend, who had come
to the house to pick up

the dog. During the fight,
Kuzminski ran into the
house and grabbed a pistol
before grabbing the dog.
One witness took the

gun from Kuzminski but
he then took out a small
pocket knife and began
stabbing the dog, accord-
ing to the report.

The husky/German
shepherd mix had been
stabbed multiple times
and was pronounced dead
at the scene by Animal
Control, according to the
arrest report.

If convicted, Kuzminski
could face up to two years
In prison.

MPD: Reckless driver sends

MHS student to hospital

From staff reports

A Midland High School student
was sent to the hospital with non-life-
threatening injuries after she was struck
by a vehicle in a parkin<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>