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COLLEGE FOOTBALL SCOREBOARD
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Partly cloudy
with high in
mid-80s.

AP Photo
Volunteers search for pieces of

frescoes amid the debris from the
collapsed vault of the St. Francis
Basilica of Assisl, background,
Saturday. The vault, painted by
Giotto and Cimabue, collapsed
early Friday when a major earth-
quake struck central Italy. The
scaffoldings on the Basilica
facade were installed before the
quake as part of an ongoing
restoration effort.

Story page 5A

Shuttle docks

SPACE CENTER, Houston —
Space shuttle Atlantis pulled up
and docked with a mercifully steady
Russian Mir station Saturday to
drop offt American David Wolf fol-
lowing weeks of contentious debate
About his safety. To the relief of the
10 people in orbit and hundreds of
flight controliers below, Mir's trou-
blesome computer did not break
down during the rendezvous

Story page 11A

No winners

No tickets correctly matched all
six numbers drawn Saturday night
for the Lotto Texas game, state lot-
tery officials said. The numbers
drawn Saturday night were:
22-29-30-42-48-50. Wednesday night's
drawing will be worth an estimated $8
million
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Clinton: Judicial system threatened

President wamns that GOP is causing crisis by blocking federal judge nominations

By Terence Hunt
Associated Press

LITTLE ROCK, Ark. — Warning of a crisis in the
nation’s courthouses, President Clinton accused Repub-
licans of resorting to ‘‘the worst of partisan politics’ to
block his nominations of dozens of federal judges.

With 100 vacant judicial seats across America, Clin-
ton declared: “*“We can’t let partisan politics shut down
our courts and gut our judicial system.”’

In his weekly radio address Saturday, Clinton joined
In a rancorous congressional debate between Democ-
rats and Republicans over lifetime judicial appoint-
ments. Clinton said the resulting impasse poses “‘a very
real threat to our judicial system' ' by leaving courts
clogged with unheard cases.

Clinton, who i1s on a four-day visit to Arkansas, said
he has sent the Senate 70 nominations this year to cut
back on the 100 vacant federal judgeships, but law-
makers have acted ononly 18 — two of them on Friday.

In Washington, several speakers at the Democratic
National Committee meeting mentioned the problem
with judicial appointments, including Vice President Al
Gore who called Republican delays ‘‘a raw display of
right-wing extreme ideology."”

Republicans contend they simply are trying to
assure that judges are well qualified and won’t devote
themselves to politically motivated activist decisions.

“President Clinton fails to recognize the dangers of
judicial activism, the necessity of judicial restraint and
the role the Congress should play to protect our Con-
stitution and preserve our system of checks and bal-
ances, " said Rep. Tom DelLay, R-Texas, in a statement
after Clinton’s address.

Sen. Orrin Hatch, R-Utah, whose Senate Judiciary
Committee considers judicial nominations, contested
Chinton’s figures. Speaking to the National Association
of Women Jurists meeting in Salt Lake City, Hatch said
96 federal judgeships are vacant, and Clinton has nom-
inated nobody for 44 of them.

*
We can’t let partisan politics shut
down our courts and gut our judicial

system.’
— President Clinton

“It’s a little hard to confirm these nominees when he _

doesn’t send them over to us in the first place,”” Hatch
said.

He said 144 vatancies piled up in 1991, Clinton’s first
year in office, and "'you didn’t hear a word about it from
the media.”’ .

L.ast year, the Senate confirmed just 17 justices, which
Clinton said was '‘the lowest election-year total in over
40 years.

“Under the pretense of preventing so-called judicial
activism, they’'ve taken aim at the very independence

Please see JUDGES/4A

SAairos: ‘God’s special time’
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Kairos volunteer Jose Sandoval, from left, and inmates Mario Ibarra and Steve Esparza sing praises during the recent
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Kairos Prison Ministry weekend in the chapel at the Preston E. Smith Unit near Lamesa.

Inmates gather
for weekend
of redemption

AMESA — A solitary voice inside
the big house rang out: “Who i1s the
Church?”’

“We are the Church'’
men in white

“Who 1s the Church? " again came the
question.

Once again. “We are the Church' ” pro-
claimed the 42 men whose snow-white
prison uniforms were In <tark contrast to
their tarnished image in the free world.

Imprisoned for the usual run of offens-
¢s — theft. robbery. assault, drug-deal-
ing and murder — the men's ethnic and
cultural backgrounds were as diverse as
their ages, which ranged from 19 to 62.

Society had. via the criminal-justice
system, condemned them to a hife behind
bars in the 1.300-inmate medium-securi-
ty prison. the Preston E. Smith Unit of the
Texas Department of Criminal Justice's
(TDJC s) Institutional Division on farm-
land near Lamesa

Their home for now i1s the “big house."
which they call “the farm. It 1s 25 acres

Pleasec see INMATES/4B

cried out the

Ministry aims to change hearts, reduce recidivism

JdITOS
H The time 1s at hand to minister to
imprisoned souls

And that is the mission of the Kairos Prison Min-
istry. the 1976-founded Christian ministry that
takes its name from the Greek word “kairos,” mean
ing “opportune or seasonable time  or “the time
when things are brought to ¢risis.

Christ: "Prepare ve the way of the Lord ..

done hkewise unto Him

The ministry’'s mission i1s to win souls for Jesus
and the
crooked shall be

B More photos/4-5B

| made straight.”
And 1t 1s with

—————

A prison guard motions for Kairos volunteers to enter
through the first of several gates, past a sign denot-
ing the tone of a medium-Security prison.

For Kairos advocates. 1t 1s “God s special time.”

that hope that
B New chapel planned/ 4AI ‘he Texas

Department of

The ministry i1s based on the words of Jesus Christ,

“I was in prison and you visited me. " from Matthew

Stories by Ed Todd

25:36. Therein the Lord said that if you have fed the
hungry. given drink to the thirsty, clothed the naked.
gave lodging to the stranger, visited the imprisoned
aided the sick, then vou have honored the Lord

lice's Chapla

Criminal  Jus-
incy Department in Huntsville is wel-

coming the Florida-based Kairos Prison Ministry to
the prison system in hopes of rehabilitating con-
victed ecriminals

Please see MINISTRY/4A

Photos by -Tim -Jischer

Third Marine Division comes to Midland to recall bravery, tragedy

By Gary Shanks

Staff Writer

The Third Marine Division stormed
Midland last week — at least the Texas
contingent of World War Il veterans of
that fighting group.

The Third Marines are a nationwide
organization that meets annually. and the
Texas members of this organization
have a second meeting as well, explained
Midlander Don Book, vice-president of
the Texas Third Marines.

Midland was chosen as this year's
Texas meeting site partly so that mem-
bers could tour the Confederate Air
Force Museum. CAF members gave the
veterans a guided tour through the facil-

¢

ity Friday

Wandering through the displays
which include numerous images and
artifacts with which ground troops like
the Third would be famihar the
Marines soon began to talk about their
time fighting the Japanese in the South
Pacific.

Many of them remembered Midland's
short-lived military facilities during the
war. including a sea of mothballed air-
craft east of town following the war, said
Hollis Bryan of Beeville

The CAF facility 1s dedicated to the
preservation of World War Il era aircraft
and some members of the Third learned
firsthand during the war about the
importance of air power for ground dper

q

ations. They were without it for three
days in the battle for the Solomon 1sland
of Bouganville.

In 1943, Marines of the Third were
dropped off to fight their way onto the
beach of Cape Torakina on that island
and were hit with artillery fire from both
the Japanese-held inland mountains and
a small, nearby i1sland.

Marvin “Doc™ Berryv, Texas president
of the organization, was a medic in the
forward units of that operation. Without
alr cover and with all of their naval ves-
sels leaving for a major sea battle with
the Japanese fleet. the Third had no
choice but to fight or die on the beach

“"All my corpsmen were Killed,” Berry
said. He radioed for replacement corps:

men [rom other units and brought them
forward. "And damned if every one of
them wasn't hit,” he said.

Berry's force managed to break
through Japanese lines and found them-
selves cut off for the night, surrounded by
hostile forces ‘

He credits gunners of the division’s 12th
Artillery brigade, like Brvan, with sav-
ing their lives that night.

“We were too few in number and too
shot up. really. to defend ourselves *
Berry said

They set a record that night for most
shells fired by an artillery company in a
single engagement in all of World War I1.

Please see MARINES/4A
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with all our heart, soul and mind,
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Nina Smirnova, a 49-year-old
Russian who has become a
Methodist.

About half of Russia’s 150 million

mple consider themselves fol-
ers of the Orthodox Church, but
critics say it has changed little
over the centuries, remaining
essentially the same church that
served an illiterate peasant popu-
lation. Services are conducted in
an archaic language that few
understand.
Smimova apg;:ars typical of
Russian thodists: edu-
ca city folk drawn to a faith
based on a knowledge of the Bible,
in which sermons and the study of

Slain nurse’s
brother stops
accomplice’s
stiff sentence

MELBOURNE, Australia (AP)
— The brother of an Australian
nurse who was stabbed to death in
Saudi Arabia doesn’t want anoth-
er nurse to undergo flogging for
her role in the murder, a news-
paper said Saturday.

ritish nurse Lucille McLauch-
lan, 31, was sentenced by a Saudi
court to eight years in jail and 500
lashes as an accomplice in the
killing of Yvonne Gilford in
December. Deborah Parry, 38,
also of Britain, has been sen-
tenced to death for the killing

“Five hundred lashes i1s too
much for anyone, no matter what
they’'ve done,”” The Age newspa-
per quoted Gilford's brother,
Frank Gilford, as saying. “‘It's
barbaric. I don’t want that. 1
wouldn’t have any part of it.”’

Under Saudi Arabia’s strict
Islamic law, the punishment for
murder is death, generally public
beheading. But the victim’s fam-
ily can have the sentence com-
muted to prison, usually in
exchange for money.

Parry’s Saudi lawyer, Salah
al-Hejailan, told The Associated
Press last week that Gilford had
aﬂ'eed to a clemency deal in
which he would receive a $720,000
direct donation to a children’s hos-
pital in return for saving Parry
from execution

“I have never asked for any
specific sum of money,”” The Age
quoted Gilford as saying. ‘‘I've got
no idea what the final amount will
be. But I thought, well, about $1
million for the children’s hospital.
.. They can send it straight to the
hospital.”

N jations between lawyers
for Gilford and the nurses are
nearing conclusion, The Age said.

The Age said Gilford also was
willing to plead for a lesser pun-
lshment for McLauchlan.

“Eight years in prison is pun-
ishment enough,’’ Gilford report-
edly said.

l{is terms will come as a relief
to families of the nurses in Eng-
land, who have been horrified by
what they regard as cruel sen-
tences.

Parry and McLauchlan initial-
ly confessed to the murder, but
later withdrew the confessions,
saying they were made under
duress.

The case has caused an uproar
in Britain. British Foreign Secre-
tary Robin Cook descri flog-
ging as "“‘wholly unacceptable in
the modern world’’ and discussed
the case Friday with the Saudi for-
eign mlmster Prince Saud al-
Faisal.

British tabloids a% pealed to
Prime Minister Tony Blair to try
to intervene.

y
the Seriptures is important.
She and other Methodists crowd-
ed into their pastor’'s apartment
one recent Sunday for a makeshift
worship service. The school where
the congregation of 30 families usu-
ally meets was locked up that
day.

During a potluck supper after
the service, older women swapped
recipes for wild mushrooms and

shared their deepest worries. For
them, the church provides fellow-
ship. One distraught woman was
consoled with hugs and offers of
help.

The drastic changes in Russia
and the collapse of the Soviet wel-
fare state have left many people
adrift. Their search for something
to hold onto has helped create a
spiritual renewal. But the Ortho-

dox Church, still recovering from
communist repression itself has
been ill-equipped in s:*me ways to
fill the gap. :
During Soviet times, churches
were forbidden to provide reli-
gious education, do charity work or
play much of a role in the com-
munity. As a result, Orthodox
priests have little experience
reaching out to parishioners.

But as soon as the Soviet Union
eollapaed in late 1991, many Amer-
ican churches, _including the
Methodists, rushed in with food
donations and started relief pro-
grams in orphanages and prisons.

The relief programs often led to
Bible study groups — usually step-
ping stones to founding a church.

“They see that Americans are
happy, we have fun,”’ said Natal-

reasweient Jackers *49
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ie Tyson, a Methodist missionary
with her husband, Jarrell. They
make the rounds of about 35 con-
gregations, with a total member-
ship of around 5,000.

One pastor is a choral director,
another a former lieutenant
colonel in the Soviet army. The
bishop is the former bishop of
East Germany who lost his job
after the Berlin Wall came down.

Perfect for our unique climate - and you'll find these styles only at Dillard's!

Dillard’s welcomes your Dillard’s charge, Visa, MasterCard, American Express, Discover or Diners Club can .
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SHOP MONDAY-SATURDAY, 10AM TO 9PM . SUNDAY, NOON TO 6 PM. » Midland Park Mall, 697-7911

Just in time for fall,
we've put together a
collection of misses
“Texas-weight” jackets
They're water-
resistant, just $49
each, and you'll fiind
them only at Dillard’s.
Shown are just four
from the collection;
left to nght:

Preston & York
twill barn jacket with
corduroy collar and
cuffs, and flannel

lining. Sizes XS,SM.L.

Limited Edition™
by London Fog"*
cotton poplin jacket
with hood and storm
flap. Sizes XS,SML

Limited Edition™
by London Fog*
cotton poplin anorak
with storm flap,
detachable hood and
dual-entry pockets
Sizes SM L XL

Preston & York
cotton poplin jacket
with storm flap and

detachable hood
Sizes SM.L. XL
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WOMEN’S DRESS & CASUAL
SUMMER SHOELS, SANDALS

25 00-95. 00, now 8.50-32.30

CHILDREN’S DRESS &

CASUAL SUMMER SHOES

Ong. 20.00-90 .00, now 6.80-30.60

MEN’S & WOMEN'’S
ATHLETIC SHOES

Orig. 45.00-140.00, now 22.50-70.00

MEN’S DRESS & CASUAL
SUMMER SHOES

Ong. 69.00-160.00, now 34.50-80.00

Selected styles. Selection varies by store. All items subject to prior sale

Previous markdowns mayv have been taken

Dillard’s welcomes your Dillard’s charge, Visa, MasterCard, American Express, Discover or Diners Club card.

; SHOP MONDAY-SATPURDAY, 10A.M. TO 9P.M.; SUNDAY, NOON TO § PM.  Midland Park Mall, 697-7911
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TURKMENBASHY . Turk-
menistan (AP) — Along the sun-
blistered Caspian coast. where the
desert meets the sea, the greatest
oil rush in decades is ac celerating
after billions of dollars in invest-
ment and repeated fdlbt‘ starts.

Since the Soviet Union’s breakup,
the scramble to control the Caspi-
an Sea’'s energy riches has pro-
duced more frustrated business-
men, broken contracts and inter-
national lawsuits than new oil wells.

But after six years of tangled
negotiations, the early winners and
losers are emerging in this high-
stakes game of money and politics
that includes such heavyweight
players as the American, Russian
and Iranian governments and the
world’s biggest oil companies.

“We're entering a new stage,”
said Roger Kangas, an expert on the
region at the John Hopkins School
for Advanced International Studies
In the United States. ‘‘'There’s a
sense of urgency now about getting
the oil out. The economies in the
region are struggling, and export-
Ing oil 1s a way to turn things
around quickly.”

The prize i1s enormous. The
Caspian nations and Western oil
companies expect to make piles of
money, add several million barrels
of o1l a day to the wo'ld’s current
daily output of 70 million barrels,
and challenge the Middle East as
the leading oil production center in
the 21st century.

There’s been one major obstacle:
The absence of a pipeline system
has prevented the Caspian countries
from exporting their bounty to the
world, and jockeying for control of
the pipelines has resulted in count-
less delays.

But, at last, a breakthrough is on
the horizon.

The first big winner i1s Azerbai-
jan, a former Soviet republic that
has a target date of Oct. 1 to begin
exporting its oil. Next in line 1S
Kazakstan, where oil production is
picking up, although a crucial
pipeline won't be ready until 2000.

The biggest loser so far i1s the
impoverished desert nation of
Turkmenistan. While it fancies
itself “*“Kuwait on the Caspian,” its
main oil refinery in the coastal city
of Turkmenbashy 1s a rusting,
World War Il-era plant in desperate
need of modernization, and its
pipeline plans are still on the draw-
ing board. The country has actual-
ly suffered a decline 1n o1l and nat-

Royal yacht’'s
future unclear

LONDON (AP) — The royal
family and the government have
decided not to refit or replace the
royal yacht Britannia, the first sign
that Queen Elizabeth II will cut
back on some expensive trappings
of Britain's monarchy, the Finan
cial Times reported Saturday

The Ministry of Defense called
the story ‘“‘speculation,”” saying
{-”rm‘u: Minister Tony Blair and

)efense Secretary George Robert-
son have not yet made a decision
hn the royal vacht's future
+ “'The queen made 1t clear in 1994
that she did not consider a royal
yacht necessary solely for the pur-
yose of roval travel, and this posi
[n;n has not changed,” Bucking
ham Palace said. "'A decision on
the future of Britannia remains a
matter for the government .’

« Scrapping the yacht would be the
Strongest indication yet that the
queen 1s responding to public
demands for a less traditional, less
costly, and more modern monar
chy following the death of Princess
])l;m;l on Aug. 3l

‘She feels that running a roy: 11
yacht 1s no longer in tune with new
attitudes towards the monarchy.,”
an unidentified government offi-
tial was quoted by the Financial
Times as saying
* During the election campaign
¢arlier this year, the Conservative
Party promised to find $96 millmn
In public money to pay for a new
royal yacht if it was returned to
pﬂ‘ﬂ-t I
"~ But Prime Minister Tony Blair's
LLabor Party, which won the May
| elections., has long opposed
spending $19 million a year to run
the vacht - even il a refit or new
{essel was paid for by businesses
planning to use 1t for trade pro-
motions.
. The 412-foot Britannia, launched
m 1953, is to be decommissioned at
the end of the year. It has sailed
more than a million miles as the
royal family's official at-sea resi-
dence and has a Royal Navy crew
of 224

" The Britannia'’s last world
eruise took it to the Middle East.
India and Hong Kong. It sailed
from Hong Kong with the last
British governor, Chris Patten,
and Prince Charles following the
¢olony’s handover to China on
July 1. '

The Financial Times report
angered Conservatives, who
demanded ah official statement
from the government.

Conservative lawmaker Lord
Ashbourne, chairman of the All
Party Royal Yacht Parliamen-
tary Group, told BBC Radio 4 that
i the report was accurate it s an
extremely unhappy day.”

“Even if the government has not
seen the merit of Britannia as a
mobile palace for her majesty, |
am surprised they have not seen
the merit of her as a boost for
British exports and to stimulate
inward investment,”” Ashbourne
said. ‘It would be a tremendous
loss to the nation.
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ural gas production in recent years.

Current industry estimates put
Caspian oil reserves at up to 200 bil-
lion barrels, more than any region
outside the Persian Gulf, which has
about 670 billion barrels. The Caspi-
an oil would be worth $4 trillion at
current prices, and the region also
has comparable reserves of natur-
al gas.

American and European oil com-
panies, which are involved in all the
md_]ﬂr projects, are eager to start
reaping returns on their invest-
ments, which have totaled several
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billion dollars since the Caspian oil
derby began in the early 1990s.

Just off Azerbaijan's coast, the
waters are forested with black rigs
primed to pump oil for export.
Much of the work is being carried
out by U.S. companies, including
Amoco and Exxon, which hold
large stakes in the Azerbaijani oil
consortium.

Azerbaijan’'s president, Heidar
Aliyev, a former communist who
had been receiving cool treatment
from the United States, has sud-
denly become a popular man as his
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Curront industry estimates put Caspian oil reserves at up to 200 billion
barrels, more than any region outside the Persian Gulf, which has about
670 billion barrels.

country prepares to become an oil
exporter.

Aliyev received a warm wel-
come from President Clinton during
his first visit to the United States in
August, and he signed a new batch
of o1l contracts with Exxon, Amoco,
Chevron and Mobil.

Y et nothing has gone smoothly in
the Caspian, and Azerbaijan still
faces at least one more big hurdle.

The region’s only existing export
pipeline i1nconveniently runs
through war-torn Chechnya on its
way to Russia’s Black Sea coast.
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Russian officials and leaders of
the breakaway republic bickered
for months before finally reaching
a deal on sending oil across 9%
miles of the devastated land.

But repairs to the war-damaged
pipeline are moving slowly and
Azerbaijan may have to delay the
start of exports.

“1f we manage to work with Rus-
sia (and Chechnya), it’s fine. If we
don’t, we are going to find other
ways to guarantee the delivery of
Azerbaijani oil to world markets,
Natik Aliyev, head of Azerbaijan's
state-run oil company, said recent-
ly.

Most Caspian oil and gas belongs
to three countries that emerged
from the Soviet breakup, Azerbai-
jan, Kazakstan and Turkmenistan.
But all are boxed in by larger, more
powerful neighbors that want their

BB% i

ENTIRE STOGK

LADIES, JUNIORS & RIDS SUMMER APPAREL

LADIES CASUAL

B America’s favorite designer

collections

B famous New York designer

collections

B career, casual & special
occasion dresses

ORVE 90% oN THESE SUMMER STYLES..

e men’s designer sportswear
e men’s famous maker denim

collections

e men’s knit & woven sportshirts
e men’s activewear separates

Dillard’s

B Chaus collections
B Preston & York separates

B Joan Leslie linen-look
coordinates

B famous maker collections
H petites sportswear
B Dillard’s Woman sportswear

GIRLS

B girls 4-16 dresses
B girls 4-16 sportswear
B girls 4-16 short sets
B newborns, infants &

toddlers playwear

e men’s walk shorts
e men’s casual pants

e men’s & ladies watches

LADIES CAREER

B America’s favorite designer

LADIES DRESSES
& SUITS
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After many false starts, Caspian oil derby heats'ﬂUp

cut of the oil
line deals elusiv
ussia still cons
an region and Central As'aa
sphere of influence and wants all
new pipelines crossing its territory.

“Russia’s desire to control Cen-
tral Asia can be seén by a blind
man,’ said Tsalik Nayberg, chief
representative in Turkmenistan for
the U.S. oil company Unocal.

The urgent need for pipelines
has inspired imaginative proposals,
and Nayberg is working on one of
the most speculative ventures — a
$1.9 billion line that would run over
Turkmenistan’s harsh desert, cross
war-ravaged Afghanistan and end
up in Pakistan.

“It is a very complex and a very
difficult project,”” Nayberg con-
cedes. ‘'H this project was easy, it
would Rave been built jong ago.”

w
-

B misses career, casual &

social occasion
dresses

B peftites career, casual

& social occasion
dresses

B Dillard’s Woman
career, casual & social

occasion dresses

B misses suits

B petites suits

BOYS

B boys 4-20 sportswear
B boys 4-20 activewear
B boys 4-7 short sets

B newborns, infants &
toddlers playwear

e ladies patio dresses
e ladies sleepwear

e ladies leather, vinyl or

fabric handbags

 ladies belts, sunglasses,
hats & scarves

Summer styles 5'-66% off. Selection varies by store. Previous markdowns have been taken. All items subject to prior sale.

Dillard’s welcomes your Dillard’s charge, Visa, MasterCard, American Express, Discover or Diners Club card.

SHOP MONDAY-SATURDAY, 10A.M. TO 9P.M.: SUNDAY. NOON TO 6 PM. = Midland Park Mall, 6
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Tuesday
Partly cloudy
High 80
Low 54

Today's forecast calls for partly cloudy skies with a high in the mid-
80s. Winds will be from the northeast at 5 to 15 mph, according to the
National Weather Service. * |

Tonight calls for partly cloudy skies with a low in th" mid-50s.

Monday’s forecast calls for mostly sunny skies with a high in the mid-

. 80s. Tuesday’s forecast calls for partly cloudy skies and a high near

After an overnight low of 60, Friday’s high was 97, compared to the

record high for that date of 102 set in 1977. The record low for this date
. was 42, set in 1989.

Yesterday’s temperatures
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- Rainfall Saturday ...... 00 in. W =i s 7§ netea 60
‘ Total formonth ........0.86in. Normalhigh ... ... .. 82
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Sunrise 7:41 am. Sunset 7:37 p.m.
National forecast
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(From 1A)

our founders sought to protect,”’
sald Clinton, in
Arkansas on a four-day visit.

e said Republican stalling tac-
tics represent ‘‘the worst of parti-
sah politics.”

he result, said Clinton is “‘a
vacancy crisis in our courts that
Supreme Court Chief Justice
Wifliam Rehnquist warned could
undermine our courts’ ability to
fairly administer justice.

Rejecting Republican criticism,
Clinton said his nominees “‘have
had the highest rating — of ‘well
qualified’ — from the American
Bar Association of any president
since these ratings have been
kept.”

The blocked nominations have

(From 1A)

In “church talk,” it is changing
the hearts of wayward men and
women. In the secular world’s
legalese, it is reducing the “recidi-
vism’'' rate to ensure that fewer
and fewer parolees commit crimes
that would return them to prison.

“If we are going to build a safer
and better Texas today and tomor-
row, then a spiritual component
has to be a vital part of the
process,’’ said Jerry Groom, direc-
tor of chaplains for the TDCJ's
Institutional Division.

The Kairos ministry, based in
Winter Park, Fla., is conducted in
cooperation with prison chaplains.

Today, Texas operates the
nation’s largest prison system at
140,000 inmates, and the world’s
third most populous prison system
after Russia and China.

“We're No. 1in the free world, "
Groom said. And for that distinc-
tion, Texas taxpayers dole out
more than $2.5 billion annually.

Because Texas’ recidivism rate
is about 45 percent, a “tracking
mechanism”™ 1s being set up to
document the impact faith exerts
in reducing recidivism, Groom
said.

Currently. the volunteer min-
istry is in 21 of Texas’' 115 prisons
and would expand to more units
were there more Kairos volun-

is home state

stalled tens of thousands of civil
cases involving matters such as
collection of life insurance pro-

leers.

“Right now, we are hav!'g trou-
ble recruiting the community
resources’’ from which the min-
1stry draws its volunteers, Groom
said. “Kairos is having a difficult
time right now covering the state.
They are taking their limited
resources and spreading them
awfully thin.”

Texas Gov. George Bush and the
Criminal Justice Board, which
governs TDJC, support the min-
i1stry.

“Everybody is on the same sheet
of music in this agency,”” Groom
said.

Groom said the efficacy of Chris-
tian-based ministries has been
demonstrated dramatically 1n
South America.

In Brazil and Ecuador, the
recidivism rate has been reduced
to 3.7 percent from 80 percent due
to the implementation of an “all-
faith-based curriculum in some of
their prisons over there,”” Groom
said. Kairos is part of that min-
istry. which is going nationwide in
those countries.

With continued emphasis on the
prison ministry, Groom believes
that within three years the recidi-
vism rate in Texas will decrease
“to somewhere around 15 to 20 per-
cent.

“This 1s a win-win situation for
everybody ... We've got to strike
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ceeds and Social Security benefits,
the president said. _

““In our criminal courts,”” Clinton
added, ‘‘nearly 16,000 cases are
caught in limbo while criminals on
bail await punishment and victims
await justice. Our sitting judges
are overloaded and overworked,
and our justice system is strained
to the breaking point.”

‘ln our criminal courts,
nearly 16,000 cases are
caught in limbo while
criminals on bail await
punishment and

victims await justice.’
— President Clinton

while the iron is hot ... to change
their lives. We know we’ve got that
which works and is making a dif-
ference in changing people’s lives.
So, we are pressing the 1ssue.

“In the process of lowering the
recidivism rate, we are eliminat-
ing more crimes,”” Groom said.
“We are taking th® pressure off
potential victims out there.”

On the average, each inmate
spends five to six years in prison.

“And we want that individual to
be on the job, out of trouble and
productive during that time they
are staying with us,”” Groom said.
“But, at the same time, we want to
be carrying them through a pro-
gressive rehabilitation strategy.
And then we will want to reconnect
them to their families. We want to
prepare them for the job market.
And then we want to re-enter those
individuals through the church,
through the parole process, back
into the workplace.”

Texas is investing about $150,000
to $200,000 in each offender over
that five- or six-year penitentiary
stay, Groom said. “And we have
got to give the community back a
deserving product.”

To do that, Groom said “a spiri-
tual component must be woven In
every fabric of life in this system
not only for the offender but for our
staff who are the gatekeepers of
the offenders.

JUDGES: Clinton faults GOP for not approving nominees

‘““The congressional leadership
has actually threatened sitting
judges with impeachment, merely
because it disagrees with their
judicial opinions,”’ the president
said ‘“‘Under this politically moti-
vated scrutiny, under ever-mount-
ing caseloads, our judges must
struggle to enforce the laws Con-
gress passes and to do justice for
all of us.

Saying the Senate must fulfill its
constitutional duty on the nomina-
tions. Clinton said: ‘The intimi-
dation. the delay, the shrill voices
must stop so the unbroken legacy
of our strong, independent judi-
ciary can continue for generations
to come.

Clinton appointed 204 federal
judges to lifetime jobs in his first
four-year term.

MINISTRY: Program proved effective in Brazil, says Groom

The Kairos ministry i1s part of a
statewide revival.

“I've been to four different pris-
ons.’’ said a 30-year-old Fort Worth
inmate who experienced the
Kairos ministry. “This ain’'t no
jailhouse religion,”” he declared.
“It’s real. There's arevival. ... I've
never seen anything like this,” he
said. “I've seen men set f{ree,
healed. delivered. There's no show

tot.

Dr. Steve Hood, a Kairos lay
minister from Hobbs, N.M., noted
that “the Bible tells us that we are
a priesthood’’ and that Christians
“are to minister to each other.

“And that’s the one thing that can
change a hardened criminal: com-
ing to Christ.”

Part of the ministry is develop-
ing “prayer-and-share’” groups,
where the inmates allow them-
selves to “become vulnerable,” to
know themselves and to break
away from their hard facade, and
to “recognize (that) ‘this is who |
really am’ and let people love
them for who they are, not what we
think that they are.”

And after the Kairos weekend is
over, “We don’t love 'em and leave
‘'em,’’ Hood said. Beyond the “glo-
rious weekend’’ Is an ongoing min-
IStry.

Minister inspired to build new chapel for Lamesa prison

By Ed Todd
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Staff Writer

LAMESA — Therc s a spiritual movement
afire in the “big house”™ at Lamesa where
redeemed Christian brothers are emerging out
of the white uniforms of prisoners

And 94-year-old Troy Denton, whose time in
prison has been spent ministering the Word of
(God to inmates, said he was moved by the Lord
to build a chapel for the church — those Chris-
tian brothers who are witnesses for Jesus
Christ.

It was during a recent gathering with the
Kairos Prison Ministry in the Preston E
Smith Unit of the Texas Department of Crim
inal Justice's Institutional Division in Lamesa
when Denton, a retired Baptist minister from
Seminole, was so inspired.

“The Lord laid it on me to start this project
.. not audibly. but just put it so strong in my
heart. He said. ‘Chapel. Let's build a chapel
within the prison walls

“And there’s no telling what GGod 1s going to
do with 1t."

Kairos is a volunteer interdenominational
Christian ministry that 1s designed to spread
the Gospel of Jesus Christ in state and feder
al prisons

“This is the solution to our criminal prob-
lem.”” Denton said of the ministry. “When you
change lives, they don’t come back” to prisons
as repeat offenders.

The idea for the privately funded chapel
which is designed to accommodate 450 people
and 1s estimated to cost $450,000 — came out ol
the Kairos movement, but the project 1s apart
from the ministry, said Glen Cavitt of Seminole
The existing prison chapel, across from the
prison’'s law library, has space for 99 wor-
shipers and i1s woefully inadequate, he noted.

To be called the Faith Chapel Resource Cen-
ter, the multi-purpose chapel would be used for
schooling, drug rehabilitation, 12-step pro-
grams such as Alcoholics Anonymous and Nar-
cotics Anonymous, and worship, said Cavitt,
who i1s heading up the Chapel Committee pro-
ject.

There is a “real serious need’’ for the chapel,
which is designed to blend in with the prison’s
staid architectural scheme of metal and steel-
reinforced buildings and which would have to
be approved by the Texas Department of
Criminal Justice

Rather than fixed pews, the chapel would
incorporate movable chairs and partitions
similar to the privately funded Learning
Resource Center at the Price Daniel TDJC

prison in Snyder.

“We had a real active volunteer (prison min-
istry) program within the local churches,” said
Snyder newspaper publisher Royv McQueen,
who headed up the Snyder project

The multi-purpose Snyder building. which
accommodates about 225 people, cost almost
$180.000 and was funded by $100,000 1n grants
from the Meadows Foundation and by private
donations.

“It was no piece of cake,”” McQueen recalled
of the 1995 project. “It was an uphill battle.”

At the Lamesa prison, Cavitt said that the
warden, James Black, and the chaplain, A.
Duane Spikes, are supportive of the project

For the inmate population, the chapel would
be a blessing for their spiritual development

“The most difficult thing (for the prisoners)
1s to get a decent job and to be accepted not only
In the free world but to be accepted by church
people, by churches. He (God) recognizes us
by our heart,” Cavitt said.

For more information on the « hupw’ pnf_ﬁ’t I,
contact Cavitt at 915-758-3660, P.O. Box 1870,
Seminole, Texas 79360, or by Bo Adcock, Chapel
Commuttee Treasurer, 1007 N_ 11th St., Lamesa
/944
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Supreme Court to revisit affirmative action in upcoming term

WASHINGTON (AP) — When
Supreme Court justices return to
the bench to start a new term next
week, a thorny old issue will await
them — affirmative action

Nearly two decades after the
court first embraced the concept,
affirmative action faces what may
be its stiffest test in the form of a
teacher lavoff case that has
become a rallying point for oppo-
nents.

The justices will also have to
decide soon whether to review the
constitutionality of California’s
Proposition 209, which bans using
race and gender as factors in fill-
ing state jobs or admitting students
to college. That voter initiative was
upheld by lower courts.

The cases come before a court
that In recent years has grown
increasingly hostile to race-based

policies. That trend has been most
noticeable 1n voting-rights cases,
in which majority-black election
districts consistently have been
declared unconstitutional.

The school case had a rather
simple beginning in 1989, when the
Piscataway, N.J., school board
decided to eliminate one teaching
position in the high school’s busi-
ness education department. State
law requires layoffs in reverse
order of seniority, but the two
most junior teachers — Sharon
Taxman and Debra Willilams —
had started their jobs on the same
day nine years earlier.

Mrs. Wilhams was the depart-
ment s only black teacher, and the
school board’s desire to promote
racial diversity cost Ms. Taxman
her job. The layoff, she was told,
had nothing to do with her abilities

and everything to do with her
race.

“This 1s a very strange case,’’
saild Washington lawyer Donald
Ayer. "“Had the school board
{hipped a coin they probably would-
n't be here.”

Lower courts ruled against the
school board and for the fired
white teacher. They said the
board’s action violated an anti-bias
federal law known as Title VII

The 3rd U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals, in ruling for Ms. Taxman,
said Title VII prohibits any race-
conscious action not taken to rem
edy past discrimination.

President Bush's administra-
tion, in power when the case
began, sided with Ms. Taxman.

The Clinton administration ini-
tially sided with the school board
Its new position 1S more complex

MARINES: Soldiers also remember the celebration

(From 1A)

Berry said.

“They put a steel curtain out In
front of us,” Berry said

With the return of navy air pow-
er three days later, the Third was
able to sweep the Japanese from
the beaches and swamps so that an
airstrip could be built. Having
secured the cliffs overlooking the
area, members of the Third
watched hundreds of aircraft bat-
tle in the skies over Bouganville.

“We crawled out of our foxholes
to watch,” one veteran said. As the
Marines stood and watched, a
Japanese Zero fighter burst over
them at treetop level, surrounded
by tracer fire,

“There was a Marine Corsair
right on that Zero's tail,” he said.

Because the Third fought in

some of the most savage conflicts
in the war, including Guadalcanal,
Guam and Iwo Jima, there are
many stories both terrible and
heroic that are sometimes told at
these gatherings.

More often told, however, are
stories of the legendary celebrat-
ing that warriors of the Third
managed whenever they had the
opportunity, said Bud Forbus of
Plains.

“We had a lot of fun,” said For-
bus, who is renowned in the group

Texas Lott:)

AUSTIN (AP) — The Lotto
"winning numbers drawn Sat-
urday by the Texas Lottery:

22-29-30-42-48-50

for surviving multiple stab wounds
and killing a Japanese soldier with
his own knife in a pitched, hand-to-
hand battle in near darkness.

Although he has suffered dis-
ability and mightmares over the
years from his multiple woundings
iIn South Pacific battles, Forbus
sald he and those left alive after the
war have been blessed with the
benefits of what everyone in the
U.S. services fought for in that war

“We're reaping the harvest right
row,” he said.

Pick 3 Texgs

AUSTIN (AP) — The Pick 3
winning numbers drawn Sat-
urday by the Texas Lottery, in
order:

0-2-2

— Stating that Ms. Taxman shouwld
win her case but that the use of
affirmative action to promote
diversity should not be banned'

In part, the administration’s
strategy switch reflects a tacit
acknowledgment of the courg's
shift in recent years. .

While most legal experts expéct
the court to rule against the school
board, they can only speculdte
whether the decision will be broad
enough to extend to other employ-
ers. Justice Sandra Day O’ Connor
rele could be decisive

e e e e
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o ASSISI, Italy — The followers of - o
; resid;"t: St. Francis lost two brothers and awn u e e rm
.Ell - [notlj_ a refuge of peace. Art lovers saw H
er-}r'nuunt- irreparable harm to Italy’'s |
ges must Renaissance riches. And Italians "
P in general experienced yet anoth- or rea m ]
ustice for er blow to their profound but del- X K | |

‘ icate cultural fabric.

Saturday was a day to assess

t fulfill its and mourn the damage to the
e nomina- Basilica of St. Francis of Assisi by
e intimi- two earthquakes a day earlier
rill voices that shook central Italy.

en legacy The temblors killed 10 in all,
lent judi- including a Franciscan friar and
nerations novice inside the basilica. They

4 federal
n his first

)Om

destroyed whole villages in the
mountainous area, leaving sever-
al thousand people homeless.
The second )olt sent swaths of
vaulted ceiling 1n the basilica’s
upper section plunging to the floor,

.completely destroying frescoes
‘by early master Cimabue and oth-

AP Photo

A cloud of dust rises inside the Basilica of St. Francis of Assisi after the

ers by followers of the Italian ceiling went down following a major earthquake that struck central Rtaly

s part of a master Giotto. Friday. The earthquake, which caused 10 deaths and more than 100 peo-
A {'}'C]E depi{*“ng lh':" “['l'_' []f thE‘ p'-e inlur.d, l.ﬂ .bﬂ"t 3.m h‘omh" ﬂﬂd l:ll.l"-d I"I'III“(H"II of dO“'f‘ Of
rent pris: saint, attributed by many to Giot- estimated damages.
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JOHANNESBURG, South Africa
(AP) — Two former political foes
launched South Africa's newest
political party Saturday, hoping to
attract unhappy whites and disillu-
sioned blacks to challenge the gov-
erning African National Congress

At a flashy ceremony attended by
hundreds of supporters bused 1n
from around the country, Roellf
Mever and Bantu Holomisa entered
the hall to the strains of ""The
Impossible Dream’’ and promised
a nonracial democracy based on
justice and equal opportunity for all

Mever was a top National Party
official and its chief negotiator in the
four vears of talks that set the
stage for histonie all-race elections
in 1994 He left the party in May
after being sidelined from his role
of trying to attract black supporters

Holomisa was a top ANC official
who was expelled from the party
last vear after accusing other top
officials of corruption. He former-
tv led a military government in the
former Transkeil black homeland
during apartheid, then became a
deputy Cabinet minister after the
1994 vote

Holomisa 1s black and Meyer 1s

before delivering speeches that
portrayed the new party as an
alternative to the ANC

While they supported the new
South African constitution written
by an ANC-dominated assembly
and approveddast year, they chas-
tised the ruling party for failing to
carry out those policies properly or
fairly.

“There are quite clearly major

shortcomings,” Meyer told a news
conference after the launch. “We
will concentrate on a pragmatic
approach.”

Holomisa got the loudest
response when he listed problems in
the country, such as “"an arrogance
of power . too much talk and too Iit
tle action, unsafe streets, poor edu-
cation and corruption
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tiators hammered out the deal that
ended apartheid three years ago,
waved small flags of the new party
the United Democratic Move-
and cheered as Holomisa
and Meyer criticized the ANC for
what they called unfair, inefficient

and corrupt government
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JMTA Indonesia (AP) —

Mm'scwchtngunrorut
fire smoke used vines to clamber
upl'woll?ontheulandut
Sumatra en turday, picking
through trees and probing mud for
the remains of 234 people killed in
Indonesia’s worst air crash.

After more than 24 hours of
searching the smoldering, ash-
covered ground — their hands
wrapped in cloth as protection
from burns — rescuers had not
found the flight data and cockpit
voice recorders that could indicate
whether the haze from hundreds of
fires contributed to the disaster.

The Garuda Airlines A300B4 Air-
bus crashed Friday afternoon
while attempting to land at the
Sumatra island city of Medan, an
area clouded with smoke from
hundreds of smoldering forest
fires. The blazes were set weeks
ago by plantations and timber
companies to clear land.

Workers on Saturday scrambled
up trees and sifted through black
ash in search of remains. Some
body parts were fished out of the
mud.

After running out of plastic bags,
they resorted to banana leaves,
pieces of carpet, old clothing and

Unlikely encounter: Dylan signs for pope

Assoclated Press

BOLOGNA, Italy — It’s the stuff
of which legends are made: The
rebel who's been knock, knock,
knocking on heaven’s door meeting
the man with the keys to the King-
dom.

Saturday night’s concert is like-
ly to go down as one of the more
unlikely encounters of modern
times: Bob Dylan playing for Pope
John Paul II.

The evening, the highlight of a
weeklong religious congress in
Bologna, was billed as a chance for
the 77-vear-old pope to spend time
with young people “‘and their
music.

Sitting on a raised dais on one
side of the open-air stage, he salut-
ed the performers, who included
the Harlem Gospel Singers belting
out a rousing version of “"Amen.”

And when he spoke to the crowd
of 200,000, John Paul used a clas-
sic Dylan song, ‘'‘Blowing in the
Wind’' to make his point.

The answer, he said, 1s indeed
blowing in the wind, “‘the wind that
is the breath and life of the Holy
Spirit, the voice that calls and says
‘Come! " "

“You've asked me: ‘"How many
roads must a man walk down
before he becomes a man’,”” he
continued, still quoting from the
SONg.

“I answer you: One' There 1s
anly one road for man and it is
Christ, who said ‘I am the life’.”

A few seconds later, Dylan, who
survived a potentially fatal iliness
this summer, swung into ‘‘Knock-
ing on Heaven's Door.”” The crowd
went wild.

One more number, ‘‘Hard
Rain,”’ and Dylan suddenly swept
off his white cowboy hat and
ascended the stairs of the dais. The
pope rose to meet him and, as
Dylan bowed his head slightly,
they clasped each others’ hands

“With that, the pope, tired from a
long day of travel and public
appearances left, thanking the
crowd

They seemed an unhlikely pair-
ing, the pope and the rock-n-roll
troubadour, the embodiment of
authority, and the quintessential
anti-authoritarian.

But they share a preoccupation
with mortality and morality. And
both played pivotal roles in the pro-
found social changes of the 1960s.

Karol Wojtyla, the future pope,
was a key member of the Second
Vatican Council in the 1960s, which
brought about sweeping reforms in
the Roman Catholic Church. At the
same time, Robert Zimmerman,
the future musical legend, was
writing songs that defined, for
many, the times
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bamhoo vines to wrap body parts.
Army trucks brought the remains
to two hespital morgues in Medan,
20 miles east of the crash site and
870 miles northwest of Jakarta.

Authorities said all 234 aboard
the airplane were killed. Most of
the bodies — burned, torn and
scattered by the force of the crash
and explosion — were unrecogniz-
able. News reports said 200 bodies
had been recovered but only 1l
identified as of Saturday. Two of
the passengers were American.

President Suharto ordered that
unidentified bodies be buried in a
mass grave at an air force ceme-
tery in Medan on Monday.

A special team will search for the
flight data and cockpit voice
recorders once the recovery of
bodies is completed, Transporta-
tion Minister Haryanto Danutirto
said. The “‘black boxes’’ will be key
in figuring out why the plane
crashed as it made an instrument
landing approach.

It was unclear what role visibil-
ity played in the crash. An airport
official told The Associated Press
that Medan is equipped with a
ghide-slope indicator that guides an
incoming plane down to the runway
at a proper angle, rather than an

In 1964, Dylan released his sem-
inal album, ““The Times They Are
A-Changing.”” It became the
anthem of a generation. The same
year, Wojtyla was elevated to
archbishop of Krakow in a Poland
still lashed firmly to the Soviet
orbit.

They would both go on to popu-
lar adulation. They would both go
on the travel the world, one with a
message forged by the clarity of
his Catholic faith, the other with a
message of far more ambiguous
spiritually.

Wojtyla in 1978 became Pope
John Paul 11, a pontiff destined to
help break the Soviet stranglehold
Meanwhile, the Jewish-born rock
rebel stunned fans by embracing a
Bible-thumping, born-again Chris-
tianity. Dylan proclaimed his new
faith in the 1979 gospel album
“*Slow Train Coming,”” which won
him a Grammy award. Two more
stridently Christian albums fol-
lowed: “‘Saved’’ and ‘“‘Shot of
Love."

They left no doubt about his new

older type of beacon that simply
helps a pilot determine where the
airport is.

The official, who spoke on con-
dition of anonymity, said the plane
had been on instrument approach
for the airport’s main runway. In
such a situation, pilots rely more on
instruments to find the runway
than on what they can see out the
window, though many pilots take
over the landing manually 1n the
last moments before touchdown

Garuda's director of operations,
Darmadi, was yuoted by the
Jakarta Post as saying visibility at
Medan had been about 2,000 feet at
the time of the accident, ‘'still
quite sufficient’ for landing

The official Antara news agency
reported that radar contact was
lost eight minutes after the pilot
had radioed for guidance for his
final approach.

The Medan airport was closed,
delaying the arrival of specialists
from the airplane’s manufacturer.
Airbus Industrie, as well as hun-
dreds of mourning relatives who
spent the day in frustration and
grief in airport departure lounges.

Witnesses reported seeing the
plane hit trees and explode, but
some said the jet was in trouble —

religious convictions. But the
evangelical tone faded after “‘Shot
of Love.”" Whether Dylan is still a
Christian 1s a topic of Intense
debate in some circles; the ever-
cryptic singer/songwriter refuses
to discuss it.

He went to his son’s bar mitz-
vah: he has also explored Lubav-
itch Hasidism. Some say these
are signs he's returned to his Jew

1sh roots. Dylan says zip.

He's always been ambiguous. At
the same time he was recording his
gospel hymn “"Every Grain of
Sand.”” he did a ballad to Lenny
Bruce. the foul-mouthed standup
comic who was a consummate 60s
rebel.

Spiritual themes have always
resonated in Dylan’'s music. His
early influences were country,
folk and gospel, which all have
strong Christian elements. On his
1967 album ‘‘John Wesley Hard-
ing,”” for example, this nice Jewish
boy from Minnesota sang "'l
Dreamed I Saw St. Augustine.

The spiritual quest continues in

possibly with an engine on fire —
before it crashed.

“1 saw the wing of the plane hit
a tree and fall off, and there was a
fire,”” Ida Tarawaty, a farmer’s
wife from the nearby village of
Buah Nabar, told Indonesian tele-
vision Saturday

Farmer Daniel Ginting said he
heard a loud explosion before the
plane crashed and broke into
pieces. He said a wheel came off
the plane and a fire broke out after
that.

Garuda Airlines said the pilot,
identified as Rachmo Wiyogo, 40,
had worked for the airline for 20
years and had clocked 15,000 flying
hours.

Airbus Industrie said the plane
had been delivered new to Garuda
in November 1982 and had since
flown 26,950 hours. Thirty-eight
airlines worldwide use the same
aircraft.

Friday's accident was Indonesi-
a’'s third major airline crash this
year. The worst previous was on
July 17, when a Dutch-built Sem
pati Air Fokker commuter mee
crashed on the island of Java,
killing 27 people.

Most of the victims of Friday's
crash were Indonesian, and there

Dylan’'s new album, *'Time Out of
Mind,' the first collection of new
material in seven years. Advance
reviews say it 1s a searching exam-
ination of mortality. Among the
songs: "‘Trying to Get to Heaven.
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were at least a sCore of foreigners,
including two Apnericans.

Indonesian state television iden-
tified the Americans as Frits Gus-
tav Baden, 79, and his wife, Djoem-
inah Baden, 82, both of Lake
Oswego, Ore.

Their daughter, Joyce Coyle of
Portland, Ore_, told The Associat-
ed Press that family members in
Indonesia had seen pictures of the
couple that were taken from iden-
tification cards recovered at the
crash site.
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onesian rescuers probe jungle wreckage for clues

Other foreigners aboard includ-
ed six Japanese, three Germans, a
Dutch citizen and at least one
Malaysian, the airline mld N a pre-
liminary report. Taiwan's Foreign
Ministry said six Taiwanese were
killed

Ash-filled smog, caused by hun-
dreds of forest fires that have
burned fiercely for two months, has
spread to Malaysia, Singapore,
Brunei, Thailand and the Philip-
pines, disrupting air traffic, closing
schools and causing illnesses
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New York Times Service

MIAMI — Sandy Ojeda
remembers vividly the first foot-
ball game she attended with her
14-year-old daughter at the girl’s
new school earlier this month,
not because of the football but
because of the drug raid. Vials
came out of pockets as the police
searched a group of teen-agers
under the bleachers. One young-
ster cracked his head open as he
resisted arrest

By the time it was all over. she

- said, four teen-agers had been
- hauled away by the police

" "“"That was my ‘Hello. wel-

. come to Braddock Senior High

School,””” Ms. Ojeda said. ‘‘But
drugs are all over,”” not just at
Braddock.

Ms. Ojeda, 36, a bartender
here who also has an 11-year-old
" daughter, 1s among the parents
. cheering the Dade County school
board for voting to institute a six-
- month pilot program in January
- of random drug testing for high
. school students, with parental
consent.
~ The move is a bold one for the
country’s fourth-largest school
district and one that, national
school experts say. will be
watched closely by other major
school systems — to see how it
works, how expensive it becomes
and whether it i1s a magnet for
lawsuits. Although the U.S.
Supreme Court ruled in 1995 that
public schools could require stu-

Parents show suppo
for school drug testing

B L aRaa e

dom urinalysis, it left open the
question of whether tests could be
extended to all students
Although opponents argued
that drug testing would violate
students’ privacy and other con-
stitutional protections, support-

dent athletes to submit to ran- l

ers defended it as merely an eas- |

ler way for parents to monitor
and help their children.

“"Why not do everything we
can?’’ asked Renier Diaz de la

Portilla, the board member who I

proposed the testing. ° ‘The inva-
sion of privacy is minimal in con-
trast to the benefit we gain In
deterring drug use.’

It is anybody’s guess how
many parents will go along with

the tests, although the district |

budgeted money to test about 10
percent of the district’s nearly
90,000 high school students

Parents like Ms. Ojeda regret
that the testing is not mandato-

y. "“The kids 1n trouble are not
the ones whose parents would
give consent’’ to the tests, she
said. ‘‘The parents are not part
of their lives. That’s why they're
in trouble.”

Although the program's
specifics need to be worked out,
schnol officials say parents will
be asked to sign a form accept-
Ing or rejecting the drug testing.
The school district will pay an off-
campus private laboratory for
the tests and get cumulative
data like the number of positive

results and the drugs detected.

Tribal elders
lead a healing
vigil for Earth

WASHINGTON (AP) — Flam-
ing pink strips emerged in the
sky, casting the day's first sun-
light on the newly erected tepees.
Pigeons strutted up the grassy hill
rising to the Washington Monu-
ment, as if to get a better view

Slowly, people gathered, some
holding voung children, others
clutching wool blankets, and
formed a circle to pray for the
oarth

“Pray from your heart, let your
heurt tell your mind what to do
That way, everything will be
right,”” Dakota Indian clder Chris
L.eith told the gathering Saturday
in his deep, gravelly voice

With a shightly chilled breeze
ushering away the roval blue
night sky, an estimated 300 peo-
ple were there at sunrise to oper
the fifth annual Praver Vigil for
the Earth. Thirty hours of prayer
amid the nation’'s monuments
end Sunday at noon

Begun in 1993 by two groups
called The Circle and the Witten-
berg Center for Alternative
Resources, the vigil prays to
make the Earth well again — to
cure disease, clean the rivers,
make the air breathable

““Years ago, we never had can-
cer or diabetes,”” said Harry
Byrd, an 85-year-old Dakota tribe
elder and co-founder of the vigil.
“We have to clean up the places,
protect Mother Earth.

Until this year, the ceremony
used only American Indian tra-
ditions. But this time, organizers
expanded the vigil to other cul-
tures and religions, w*h Mayan,
African and other gr - partic-
ipating. Similar ceremuines were
scheduled abroad, in Israel, Thai-
land and Ireland among other
plutea

‘Black. red, vellow, white — all
men are created equal,’”” Byrd
said. kneeling in the center uf the
prayer circle to observe. ""But
blood from everyone is red. We all
are one. Color means nothing."

At the base of the Washington
Monument, 13 tepees formed the
outer circle. People of many

races and all ages — some
infants. some elderly in wheel-
chairs — formed an inner loop

around a fire after ‘‘cleansing’
themselves with the pungent
smoke of smoldering sage.
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Associated Press

WA’SHI'\'{‘T()’\' — The star of the
Senate’'s IRS investigation was a
Houston woman who put her career
on the line by describing, in vivid
terms, something terribly wrong
within the tax collection agency.

“*‘Many agents are encouraged by
management L0 pursue tax assess
ments that have no basis in law
from individuals who simply can’t
fight back.”” Jennifer Long told a
stunned Senate Finance Committee
hearing. "'l do feel taxpayers
rights are being violated.’

The Houston-based revenue
agent said 1n interviews this week
her decision to go public evolved
from grievances against her Hous-
ton office managers. But she
believes her problems at work
highlight broader abuses of power

A defining moment in her 15-year
IRS career came last November,
when Long said “‘'management’” —
she won t reveal names — sent an
IRS inspector pounding on her
door, ostensibly to retrieve case
files. Long, who sometimes works
from her house when doing field
audits, contends the only reason the
inspector was sent was to harass
her.

“That scared me. That was
intimidating,” Long said. 'l felt
they were out of control. These peo-
ple will stop at nothing."™

Long, a blonde 46-year-old speak-
ing calmly and directly
Texas accent. said the “‘grievances
and targeting of me started
because |l clearly was not a person
that could be bought into getting
other employees or trying to get the
taxpavers.

"1 would say
ny 1S more

that my testimo-

In her

like protection for

myself.'” she said. The employment
grievance became so bitter that
Long feared her managers ""want
to destroy my professional reputa-
tion.

IRS spokesman Henry Holmes in
Houston said federal worker pri-
vacy laws prevent him from com-
menting about 10 grievances Long
said she’'s filed against manage-
ment since July 1996
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+| Revenue agent blows whistle on IRS

““‘She is free to say whals.hewants
about her own personal situation,’
Holmes said

Long testified Wednesday, under
oath, without her identity con-
cealed. A former agent and five
current ones addressed the com-
mittee the following day from
behind cloth screens, their voices
electronically scrambled.

In her testimony, Long charged

MISS WOLK, MISS LUNCE, BUI
DON’T MISS THIS CHANCE!

Monday, Sept. 29th - 1-4pm TRUNK SHOW

Original oil treasures from all over the world
brought to you by Walter Edelman, renowned

art dealer, at not-to-be-believed prices!

Don’t miss this chance of a lifetime to purchase
one-of-a-kind oil paintings!

when only the very best will do.

West of Toys ‘R’ Us

A

PAGE 7A

the IRS inspection division, which
investigates employee wrongdo-
ing, has been “‘used as a tool by
management to harass and intim-
idate its employees.”” In addition,
Long charged IRS management
with “‘fabricating evidence against
the taxpayer’ to run up tax bills.
She said he heard that in some cas-
es friends of management were
made off-limits for audits.
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! . POTOSI, Mo. (AP) — It's a few
~ minutes past 5 a.m. when Donald
: Edward Reese pulls back the cov-

: ers and sits up on the hard prison

) col.

' He grouses that the fluorescent
lights burning overhead are keep-
ing him awake. The truth is, the
lights are only a minor distraction.

In about 19 hours, the state of
Missouri plans to execute Reese.
For nine years, three months and
two days, he has lived on death
row. Barring a compassionate act
of God or government, today will
be his last.

Through the years, he has insist-
ed that he is innocent of the crime
that brought him to this moment
4+ the murders of four men at a
rifle range in central Missouri. He
has appealed, and appealed again,
but one after another the doors
slammed shut on his case.

Now it is the last day, and he is
running out of doors. Unlike the
victims, who had no clue that

knows that chances are good he
will never see another sunrise.

““1 just never thought it would
come this far,”’ he says.

You can see the changes in Don-
ald Reese.

When he arrived on death row,
his combed-back hair was jet-
black; now it is weaved with gray.
He once packed a trim 170 pounds
on his 5-.00t-10 frame, but after
years of foregoing breaks in the
exercise yard to work on his case
in the legal library, he has put on
47 pounds.

Family and friends still call
him ““Ed,’’ but to officials at Poto-
si Correctional Center, he’'s CP-65.
The CP stands for ‘‘capital pun-
iIshment."

There have been times, through
the years, when he thought the
gray walls of prison would swallow
him. He has leaned hard on his
Bible, enrolling in a Bible corre-
spondence course 1n the hope he
might one day become a minister.

He also has passed the hours by
writing songs — many involve a
man who is jilted by the woman he
loves. Dreams also are a common
theme, with Reese drawing from
the diary he uses to record the
visions that come to him in the

Gingrich leads
celebration for
GOP manifesto

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Newt Gin-
grich led a Republican salute to
Saturday’s third anniversary of
the GOP’s Contract With Ameri-
ea, saying it proves ‘‘some politi-
cians tell the truth and some

elected officials
Keep their
promises.”’ ‘A
' A n d
frankly,” the Republican
House speaker Congress
said, “‘'you ain't
seen nothing EVEII'I
yet."” delivered a
(;lngrlih not- Iine_item
veto to a
Democratic
president.
They said it

ed in a GOP

radio address
couldn’t be

done.’

that the politi-
cal manifesto
that figured in

—Speaker of

the House

Newt Gingrich

the 1994 Repub-
lican takeover
of Congress was
signed three
years ago on the
steps of the
Capitol by 300
Republican con-
gressional can-
didates.

“The American people
demanded change. And we knew
we could produce it,”" Gingrich
said.

Republican party chief James
Nicholson used similar language
to mark the anniversary.

“The GOP presented the public
with a plan for the future. ”
Nicholson said in a statement. “‘'In
contrast, congressional Democ-
rats have chosen the use of divi-
sive rhetoric in place of ideas.”

(zingrich boasted that critical
parts of the contract have become
law, including the $500-a-child
tax credit, other major tax cuts
and a balanced-budget plan that
were part ol the summer biparti-
san budget accord.

“We promised to balance the
budget and cut taxes, to make
Congress live under the same
laws as the rest of the country, to
reform welfare and pass a line-
item veto, ' Gingrich said in the
address, which he recorded in the
Capitol on Friday.

"“A Republican Congress even
delivered a line-item veto to a
Democratic president. They said
it couldn’t be done,’’ he said.

Looking ahead, Gingrich said
Republicans are committed to
reform the tax code and to give
tax breaks to parents with chil-
dren in private schools. ‘‘And
we re working to eliminate waste,
fraud and error, which undermine
confidence in government,” he
said

Although much of the Contract
With America has been enacted,
some has passed in heavily mod-
ified forms and at least one major
e¢lement — term limits for mem-
bers of Congress — was rejected.

i

night.
€'s proud that he’'s written 476
songs — a record, he thinks.

Reese also busies himself by
learning embroidery. He draws his
own designs, mostly religious
symbols, and unravels his socks
for thread. It’s not something he
ever thought he would learn to do,
but then he never thought he’'d be
on death row.

His journey to this day began
Sept. 9, 1986. Reese dressed, drank
a cup of coffee and drove the mile
or so to his job at Hall and Riley
Quarries in Marshall, Mo.

A loading machine broke down
about two hours into his shift
Reese, a driver, was told to go
home, but he had little reason to go
there. His wife of 13 years had
recently confessed she wanted to

date other men. She took his boys,
ages 10 and 12, most of the furni-
ture and moved out.

Reese decided to go to the Mar
shall Junction Wildlife Area on the
outskirts of town to shoot targets
w.th his .30-caliber carbine rifle
Two other men — strangers —
were there.

Reese lit a Marlboro from the
cigarette box he kept in his shirt
pocket. And this is where the sto-
ry blurs.

Reese says it was as if he was
caught in a bad dream — a night-
mare in which a third man gunned
down the first two, and then two
other men who arrived in a car

“Idon’t care what nobody says,
I didn’t kill them people,”” he says,
firmly. He confessed under
duress, he says; yes, he led police

NATION

st hours move slowly for condemned man:}| Gor

to the victims' wallets and $1,200
in an old tin can, buried by the Salt
Fork River, but he can explain.

“When 1 got back to my car,
they were on the front seat.”” The
goods were planted there, he says
— a ploy by the real killer to frame
nim.

The jury didn’t buy it. He was
convicted of first-degree murder In
the deaths of state conservation
workers James Watson, 54, and
Christopher Gnriffith, 38; he was
never tried for the murders of
John Burford, 57, and his brother-
in-law, Donald Vanderlinden, 64.

The panel recommended Reese
be executed for both killings.

Griffith’'s family, Quakers
opposed to the death penalty, lob-
bied for life in prison without
parole. The judge granted their

death was approaching, Reese
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wish — but sentenced Reese to
death for Watson's murder.

It's almost 10 a.m. Reese is
perched in a holding cell 10 feet
from where three lethal drugs are
to be injected into his arm at
12:01 a.m

An appeal filed on his behalf by
another death row inmate is still
pending before the U.S. Supreme
Court. It seeks an emergency
stay, claiming there is new evi-
dence i1n the case

His court-appointed attorneys
say there is nothing new. They are
pinning their hopes on a request
for clemency from Gov. Mel Car-
nahan.

Reese 1s still arguing his case:
The shell casings found at the
murder scene don’'t match his
gun. The prosecution argued his

motive was robbery, but he had
plenty of money — he’d just been
paild. His gun could not fire fast
enough to kill the four

1t still nags at Reese that he took
his attorney's advice and didn't
testify at his trial

"1 don’t even know how many
hours I've spent working on this,”
he says. ““Too many to count
Don’t look like it's going to do me
much good, though.”

Reese never refers to the dead
by name. It's always ‘‘the vic-
tims’™ or “‘those men.”” Though he
prefers to think about his own sit-
uation, he does allow that the vic-
lims’ families are suffering.
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