Through all the controversy
about sun spots, has anyone sug-
gested trying a good, dependable

l liver pill on the astronomers?
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TASHINGTON -
Harry Houdini could never

figure out how a couniry could
have higher prices, less money to
spend and, at the same Ume, as
much or more business than be-
fore

That's the chief factgr behind

we and more public talk about
gr‘..s especially “monopolistic™
prices—and the possibility of con-
gressional investigations and anti-
trust laws

One is entitled to ask: What is
this price situation about which
so much fuss Is being made®

Forty per cent of the wholesale
business in commaodities is being
done in goods whose prices are
higher than they were in Septem-
ber, 1920

Against those figures, say the
anti-monopolists, Is the fact that
the income of consumers is a third
Jower than it was in 1929

Some prices have gone down
gince Jast summer. The fre
fiom Congress and government
officials is being directed ot price-
fxing industries which began %o
boost prices In the fall of 1936

Dregpal wrglag sfveir 'I:ry Our Want Adsl
Behind the Scenes in Washington

BY RODNEY DUTCHER
NEA Serviee Staff Correspondent

Even the late)

Iron and steel, 5.1 per eent;
paper and pulp, 5.1 per cent; lum-
ber, 43 per cent; miscellanecous
building materials, 3.7 per cent;
automobile tires and tubes, 35
per cent; shoes, 1.3 per cent,
| Widespread opinion is that
price increases have been due
o wage increases obtained by ore
ganized labor, Assistant Atterney
General Robert H. Jackson, the
administration’s anti-trust crue
sader, after a speech in New York
in which he attacked high fixed
prices, received a small spowstorm
tof Jetters from persons who
blamed lubor.

Now Jackson comes back with
the results of a detalled and aue
| thoritative study by federal statis-
{ticians following the 10 per cent
Iwage increase in the steel indus-
{try, the most dramatic and Lme
portant increase of the year,

! Me says the wage increases
icongld have been covered by a 55
'mex cent price increase—or 9.1 per
cent to cover higher material costs

logical Improvement and 1abor- | yelt has to accept much -

saving methods, it (s contended  bility, NRA codes 1.“"’..:.

there are fow it any mzﬁwmlm.o]y and price-fixing. The fact

for prices above the 1929 level. | that consumers pay 10
The asverage whelesale price more for drugs than in

tevel last September was 80 per largely due

conit of 1929 tman
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