
By THOMAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

As the Crossroads area begins to get 
into the heart of the severe weather sea-
son, area residents will get a chance to 
educate themselves — as well as become 
storm spotters — as the National Weath-
er Service presents its annual SkyWarn 
class Thursday.

Set for 7 p.m. in the Big Spring City 
Council Chambers — located at 307 E. 
Fourth St., adjacent to City Hall — the 
class offers residents a plethora of infor-
mation on storm situations and how to 
handle them.

“While the class is designed for storm 
chasers and those participating in the 
SkyWarn program, it has a lot to offer 
everyone,” Pat Vesper, warning coordi-
nation meteorologist for the NWS Mid-
land office, said. “We offer a lot of infor-
mation on safety during storms and bad 
weather that the average person can use 

to protect themselves 
and their family.

“Our main focus 
for these classes is 
safety. We’ll also look 
at super-cell thunder-
storms and the type of 
weather that can arise 
out of them. We want 
our spotters prepared 
for the kinds of condi-
tions they may see out 
in the field.”

Vesper said last 
year’s storm season 
was fairly mild, how-
ever, the weather can 
quickly take a turn for 
the worst in the West Texas area.

“We had a pretty easy year last year,” 
Vesper said. “However, we have to be 
prepared for severe weather at all times. 
We live in an area of the state where the 
weather can become dangerous in the 

blink of an eye, 
and these Sky-
Warn classes 
give us a chance 
to train weather 
spotters, as well 
as offer train-
ing and advice 
for your average 
family. No mat-
ter who you are, 
knowing what to 
do in these types 
of severe weath-
er situations is 
absolutely vi-
tal.”

Vesper said 
the SkyWarn program — and, most im-
portantly, the weather spotters who par-
ticipate each year — are very important 
parts of the weather service’s ability 

See SKYWARN, Page 3

John Mangalonzo
Abilene Reporter News

SNYDER — A team of FBI 
agents including forensic 
specialists are assisting Tex-
as Rangers in collecting 
evidence near Lake J.B. 
Thomas where a badly 
decomposed body was 
found Saturday.

Texas Department of 
Public Safety Senior 
Trooper and spokesman 
Sparky Dean said state, 
federal and local author-
ities continued Monday 
to comb the area near 
County Road 3236 and 
FM 1298 to collect pieces 
of skeletal remains that 
were be scattered at a 
site filled with cactus 
and mesquite.

“It is rough terrain,” 
Dean said. “(The re-
mains) appear to have 
been there a while and 
it’s not like anything is in-
tact.”

The location is being treat-
ed as a crime scene.

Dean said someone called 
the Scurry County Sheriff’s 
Office just after noon Sat-
urday after finding the re-
mains. Investigators spent 
that afternoon, Sunday and 
Monday collecting evidence 
and have returned to the 
scene today. The remains 
have not been taken to a 
medical examiner.

Katie Chaumont, a spokes-
woman for the FBI, said 
Rangers requested assis-
tance from the federal agen-
cy, which sent its evidence 
response team, experts in re-

covering remains in a crimi-
nal investigation.

So far a determination on 
the gender, sex or size of the 
victim has not been deter-
mined due to the extent of 
the decomposition.

“It would have been eas-
ier if it’s a plowed field but 
we’re talking cactus country 
where these folks are,” Dean 
said. “They are well away 
from the main roadway 

See BODY, Page 3
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Special to the Herald

The Big Spring Area Cham-
ber of Commerce is taking 
steps to good health as it gears 
up for the 31st annual health 
fair, set to run from 8 a.m. un-
til noon April 13. 

“This event has been a suc-
cessful event for the chamber 
in previous years and we are 
excited to be providing health 
information to the commu-
nity once again through the 

help of our chamber mem-
bers,” Chamber Executive 
Director Debbye ValVerde 
said. “There are so many 
health services right here in 
Big Spring and the health fair 
is one way we can showcase 
that.” 

The fair will again take 
place at the Dorothy Garrett 
Coliseum, on the Sonic floor, 
and will include local health 
providers, demonstrations 
and screening opportunities. 
The West Texas Blood Mobile 

will be in the coliseum park-
ing lot for those wanting to 
donate blood. 

“We are very fortunate to 
have such wonderful entities 
that provide health/medi-
cal services to our Howard 
County residents,” ValVerde 
said. “Our goal with this 
health fair, as it is each year, 
is to gather all that informa-
tion in one place and make it 
easily accessible to our com-

See FAIR, Page 3

Herald file photo

The Rev. Barbara Kirk-Norris, rector of St. Mary’s Episcopal, learns her blood pressure is 
excellent from CVA Marketer Alfonso Diaz of St. Joseph’s Heath Inc. of Midland during the 
2012 Big Spring Area Chamber of Commerce Health Fair. The 2013 version of the annual 
event will be held April 13 at Dorothy Garrett Coliseum.

FBI, Rangers, 
DPS continue 
investigation

Body found

“It is rough terrain. (The 
remains) appear to have 
been there a while and it’s 
not like anything is intact.” 
—Trooper Sparky Dean, DPS spokesman 

To your health

SkyWarn class coming Thursday

Fitness fair planned here April 13



The Big Spring Police Department reported the 
following activity between 7 a.m. Monday and 7 
a.m. today:

• CAROLYN S. MILLS, 43, of 1006 Bluebonnet, 
was arrested Monday on a charge of possession of 
marijuana – two ounces or less.

• RONALD LEE MONCADA, 48, of 1302 Sycamore, 
was arrested Monday on a warrant from another 
agency and a warrant for cruelty to animals – fail-
ure to provide.

• LARRY WILSON STEIGER, 29, of 608 State, was 
arrested Monday on a warrant for driving while 
license suspended/invalid with a previous convic-
tion.

• FRANCISCO VEGA, 39, of 3807 Connally, was 
arrested Monday on a warrant for possession of 
marijuana – two ounces or less.

• STEPHANIE ROCHELLE WILLIAMS, 24, of 
1614 Canary, was arrested Monday on warrants for 
possession of marijuana – two ounces or less, fail-
ure to yield the right-of-way at a stop intersection, 
failure to appear (two counts) and driving while 
license invalid.

• ROQUE ESQUIVEL, 34, of 3502 Gail Highway, 
was arrested Monday on a warrant from another 
agency.

• BURGLARY OF A HABITATION was reported 
in the 1700 block of E. FM 700.

• STOLEN VEHICLE was reported in the 4200 
block of N. Highway 87.

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the 
following activity:

Note — Officials with the Howard County Jail 
reported having 79 inmates at the time of this 
report.

• STEPHANIE R. WILLIAMS, 24, was arrested 
Monday by the HCSO on a judgment/sentence for 
possession of marijuana – two ounces or less and 
charges of failure to yield at a stop intersection, 
failure to appear (two counts) and driving while 
license invalid.

• FRANCISCO VEGA, 39, was arrested Monday 
by the HCSO on a judgment/sentence for posses-
sion of marijuana – two ounces or less.

• LARRY WILSON STEIGER JR., 29, was arrested 
Monday by the HCSO on a judgment/sentence for 
driving while license invalid with a previous con-
viction or suspension.

• MICHAEL RENE ROBLES, 40, was arrested 
Monday by the HCSO on an attorney general war-
rant for failure to appear – motion for enforce-
ment.

• CAROLYN SUE MILLS, 43, was booked into the 
county detention center Monday by the BSPD on a 
charge of possession of marijuana – two ounces or 
less.

• RONNIE LEE MONCADA, 48, was booked into 
the county detention center Monday by the BSPD 
on a charge of cruelty to non-livestock animals – 
failure to provide and an Austin parole warrant.

• ROQUE ESQUIVEL, 34, was arrested Monday 
by the HCSO on an Austin parole warrant.

• CHRISTOPHER LEE MCCARTY, 25, was booked 
into the county detention center Monday by the 
Sterling County Sheriff’s Office on a Sterling 
County bench warrant.

• ALEX FERRELL PAREDEZ, 21, was booked into 
the county detention center Tuesday by the BSPD 
on a charge of bail jumping – failure to appear.

• SCOTTY RAY BLAND, 34, was booked into the 
county detention center Tuesday by the BSPD on a 
charge of bail jumping – failure to appear.

The Big Spring Fire Department and Emergency 
Medical Services reported the following activity:

Note: This report includes activity from the past 
several days.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 700 block of 
Colgate. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the area of S. Highway 
87. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 700 block of E. 
13th Street. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 2500 block of 
Fairchild. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1600 block of 
State. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1500 block of 
Tucson. Service refused.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1800 block of N. 
Highway 87. One person was transported to 
SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 4500 block of N. 
Service Road. One person was airlifted from the 
scene.

• TRAFFIC ACCIDENT was reported in the 100 
block of Interstate Highway 20. One person was 
transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1100 block of E. 
13th Street. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 2600 block of 24th 
Street. One person was airlifted from the scene.

• TRAFFIC ACCIDENT was reported in the area 
of N. FM 669. One person was transported to 
SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 600 block of W. 
18th Street. One person was transported to SMMC.

• TRAFFIC ACCIDENT was reported near the 
intersection of Scurry and 21st Street. One person 
was transported to SMMC.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 1800 block of N. 
Highway 87. One person was transported to 

James ‘Jimmy’ Pedigo
James “Jimmy” Pedigo, 82, of 

Big Spring died Saturday, March 
16, 2013, in the local veterans home. 
Funeral services will be held at 10 
a.m. Wednesday, March 20, 2013, at 
First Church of the Nazarene with 
the Rev. Bob Heneghan officiating. 
Interment will follow at Trinity 
Memorial Park.

The family will receive friends 
from 6:30 p.m. until 8 p.m. Tuesday, 

March 19, 2013, at the funeral home.
He was born Oct. 30, 1930, in Monahans, Texas, 

and married Frances Janelle Riggins on Feb. 12, 
1954, in Big Spring, Texas. She preceded him in 
death July 22, 2009.

Jimmy was raised in Big Spring and attended Big 
Spring schools and Howard College. He served in 
the United States Army during the Korean War. He 
worked as a gang pusher at Cosden Refinery for 38 
years, retiring in 1991. Jimmy enjoyed metal and 
wood crafting, story telling and he loved children.

He was a member of First Church of the Nazarene 
and was in charge of the church’s bus ministry for 
a number of years.

Survivors include one daughter, Sandra Hunt 
and husband Jim; one son, Jim Bill Pedigo and wife 
Kayla, all of Big Spring; four grandchildren, Charity 
Wheeler and husband Matt of Moore, Okla., Jimmy 
Loftis and wife Krystal of Midland, Grady Pedigo of 
Big Spring and Joshua Pedigo of Lubbock; eight 
great-grandchildren, Stefany and Brookelyn 
Wheeler and Dyllan, Kiara, James Loftis, Savannah 
and Daniel Kremer and Christopher Cannady; four 
brothers, D.V.  Pedigo of Midland, Knox Pitzer and 
Kenneth Pitzer, both of San Marcos and Benny 
Pitzer of Montgomery; two sisters, Elizabeth Beck 
of Ranger and June Pedigo of Strawn.

He was also preceded in death by a great-grand-
daughter, Blue Loftis.

The family suggests memorials be made to First 
Church of the Nazarene Building Fund, 1400 S. 
Lancaster, Big Spring, Texas 79720.

Arrangements are under the direction of Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big 
Spring. Online condolences can be made at: www.
npwelch.com

Paid obituary

Dewey Byers
Dewey Byers, 78, of Big Spring 

died Friday, March 15, 2013, at his 
residence. Graveside funeral ser-
vices will be held at 10 a.m. 
Tuesday, March 19, 2013, at Mt. 
Olive Memorial Park with Mona 
Lue Tonn officiating.

He was born Oct. 2, 1934, in Big 
Spring, Texas, and attended Big 
Spring schools, graduating in 1954. 
He worked for the City of Big 

Spring for 34 years, retiring as chief inspector.
Survivors include two brothers, Melvin Byers 

and wife Shirley of Siloam Springs, Ark., and 
James Byers and wife Laverne of Kingsland; and 
numerous nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by his parents, James 
and Cleo Byers; and two sisters, Bonnie Melton and 
Janetta Whetsel.

Arrangements are under the direction of Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big 
Spring. Online condolences can be made at: www.
npwelch.com

James Edward Baker
James Edward Baker, 71,  of Big Spring died 

Monday, March 18, 2013, in a Lubbock hospital. His 
services are pending with Nalley-Pickle & Welch 
Funeral Home & Crematory of Big Spring.

Jo Ann Capps
Jo Ann Capps, 73, of Big Spring died Monday, 

March 18, 2013, at Covenant Medical Center in 
Lubbock.  Services are pending at Myers & Smith 
Funeral Home. Pay your respects online at www.
myersandsmith.com

James ‘Jim’ Murphy
James “Jim” Murphy, 77, of Big Spring died 

Monday, March 18, 2013. Services are pending at 
Myers & Smith Funeral Home. Pay your respects 
online at www.myersandsmith.com
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SMMC.
• MEDICAL was reported in the 600 block of 

Scurry. One person was transported to SMMC.
• MEDICAL was reported in the 1500 block of 

Goliad. One person was transported to SMMC.
• MEDICAL was reported in the 1800 block of N. 

Highway 87. One person was transported to 
SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 400 block of N. 
Gregg Street. One person was transported to 
SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 2000 block of N. 
Johnson. One person was transported to SMMC.

• TRAFFIC ACCIDENT was reported near the 
intersection of Owens and Radio Tower Road. One 
person was transported to SMMC.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 2300 block of S. 
Gregg Street. One person was transported to 
SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 600 block of craig-
mont. One person was transported to SMMC.

• TRAFFIC ACCIDENT was reported in the 100 
block of Interstate Highway 20. Service refused.

Today's Weather
Local 3-Day Forecast

Wed
3/20

80/49
Partly cloudy skies in
the morning will give
way to cloudy skies
during the afternoon.
Warm. High around
80F.

Sunrise:
7:51 AM

Sunset:
7:57 PM

Thu
3/21

70/53
More sun than clouds.
Highs in the low 70s
and lows in the low
50s.

Sunrise:
7:49 AM

Sunset:
7:58 PM

Fri
3/22

89/50
Windy with times of
sun and clouds. Highs
in the upper 80s and
lows in the low 50s.

Sunrise:
7:48 AM

Sunset:
7:58 PM

Brownsville
84/69

Houston
79/60

Austin
82/56

Dallas
72/49

El Paso
79/51

Amarillo
62/36

San Antonio
85/58

Big Spring
80/49

Texas At A Glance

Area Cities
City Hi Lo Cond. City Hi Lo Cond.
Abilene 78 46 pt sunny Kingsville 85 66 pt sunny
Amarillo 62 36 cloudy Livingston 79 52 mst sunny
Austin 82 56 pt sunny Longview 72 49 mst sunny
Beaumont 77 55 mst sunny Lubbock 67 39 cloudy
Brownsville 84 69 pt sunny Lufkin 79 52 mst sunny
Brownwood 80 51 pt sunny Midland 82 51 cloudy
Corpus Christi 79 66 pt sunny Raymondville 88 67 pt sunny
Corsicana 71 49 pt sunny Rosenberg 79 59 mst sunny
Dallas 72 49 pt sunny San Antonio 85 58 pt sunny
Del Rio 90 64 pt sunny San Marcos 83 56 pt sunny
El Paso 79 51 pt sunny Sulphur Springs 70 46 mst sunny
Fort Stockton 84 48 pt sunny Sweetwater 79 47 cloudy
Gainesville 67 43 cloudy Tyler 72 51 mst sunny
Greenville 69 44 pt sunny Weatherford 71 45 cloudy
Houston 79 60 mst sunny Wichita Falls 69 43 cloudy

National Cities
City Hi Lo Cond. City Hi Lo Cond.
Atlanta 64 41 sunny Minneapolis 24 4 mst sunny
Boston 39 26 mixed New York 44 30 rain
Chicago 33 16 sn shower Phoenix 80 58 pt sunny
Dallas 72 49 pt sunny San Francisco 64 54 cloudy
Denver 51 28 pt sunny Seattle 52 45 cloudy
Houston 79 60 mst sunny St. Louis 49 29 pt sunny
Los Angeles 68 53 pt sunny Washington, DC 59 34 rain
Miami 85 67 t-storm

Moon Phases

First
Mar 19

Full
Mar 27

Last
Apr 2

New
Apr 10

UV Index
Wed
3/20

6
High

Thu
3/21

8
Very High

Fri
3/22

8
Very High

The UV Index is measured on a 0 - 11 number scale,
with a higher UV Index showing the need for greater
skin protection.

0 11
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FAIR
Continued from Page 1

munity.” 
Some of the demonstra-

tions will include the 
Dance Gallery, YMCA, 
DSHS Bike safety, car 
seat safety and healthy 
cooking ideas. The fire 
safety trailer will be in 
the parking lot for kids 
to go through. 

“Being healthy is 
about so much more 
than just visiting the 
doctor,” ValVerde said. 
“It’s about learning lit-
tle tricks and trades that 
can lead to a healthy 
lifestyle so that we don’t 
have to go see the doctor 
too often.” 

For local organiza-
tions wanting to take 
part, booth space is still 
available. Booths are $85 
for a 10’x10’ space until 
March 28; any booth re-
served after March 28 
will be $100. 

Sponsorships are also 
available. A corporate 
sponsorship is available 
for $500, which includes 

booth space and inclu-
sion on the T-shirt. 

“Each vendor is a vital 
part of this health fair as 
far as the information 
that is provided, but 
we don’t want to forget 
our sponsors, who are 
just as important to the 
success of the event,” 
ValVerde said.

“Each year we are 
able to continue to pro-
vide the health fair as 
a free experience to the 
community through the 
help of our sponsors. 
At this point, we have 
14 corporate sponsors 
signed on.”

Corporate sponsors 
include Alon USA, Back 
in Motion Chiroprac-
tic Center, Dora Rob-

erts Rehab, Encompass 
Home Health, Flo-Lite 
Screen Printing and Em-
broidery, GEO Group, 
H-E-B, KBST, KBYG, 
Lamun-Lusk-Sanchez 
Texas State Veterans 
Home, St. Joseph’s 
Home Health, Scenic 
Mountain Medical Cen-
ter and West Texas VA 
Health Care Systems. 

As always, Master the 
Mountain will also be 
taking place April 13 at 
Scenic Mountain State 
Park, but this year will 
be held at 1 p.m.

“Each year Master 
the Mountain and the 
Health Fair take place 
on the same day, but 
they are normally hap-
pening at the same 

time and people have to 
choose which one they 
want to go to,” ValVerde 
said. “This year, they 
will be able to take ad-
vantage of both.” 

In addition to Master 
the Mountain, Healthy 
Woman will also be host-
ing its monthly event 
in the Cactus Room at 
noon. The presentation 
will feature Dr. Robert 
Hayes, orthopedic sur-
geon.

Admission to the 
health fair and Healthy 
Woman presentation is 
free.

For more information 
on the health fair or to 
reserve booth space, 
call the chamber at 432-
263-7641.
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J Jo Ann Capps, 73, 
died Monday.  Services 
are pending at Myers & 
Smith Funeral Home. 

James "Jim" Murphy, 
77, died Monday.Services 
are pending at Myers & 
Smith Funeral Home.
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so they are having to 
walk to get (to the 
scene).

This is somebody’s 
brother, sister, mom, 
dad, son, daughter and 
somebody cares about 
this person so we want 
to make sure we get it 
correct and if there’s 
foul play, we want to 
get any kind of evidence 
that may have been left 

behind.”
Soon after word of the 

find got out, specula-
tions began in nearby 
Mitchell County, specif-
ically in Colorado City, 
that the remains may 
be that of Hailey Dunn, 
a then-13-year-old girl 
who went missing in 
2010.

“Just like any other 
body that’s been found, 
we have to have hope,” 
said Kristy Lloyd, a rep-
resentative of Hope for 
Hailey. “You know, we 
wanted (the remains) to 

be hers so there can be 
closure and at the same 
time we hope it’s not.”

Lloyd said the only in-
formation the group has 
is from news accounts 
of the Scurry County 
find. She said she has 
not been in contact with 
Hailey’s mother, Billie 
Jean Dunn, who now 
lives in Austin, for more 
than a year.

“We hope it is her so 
her friends can have 
closure because this has 
been one of the hardest 
things on her friends,” 

Lloyd continued. “But 
at the same time, if it’s 
not her then there’s still 
hope that she’s alive 
somewhere.”

Billie Jean Dunn’s at-
torney, John Young, 
said he is in contact 
with the FBI and Texas 
Rangers and “when they 
have information that 
they can release, and 
then I’m sure they’ll be 
in touch with me later.”

“We have been through 
this at least twice be-
fore,” Young said. “And 
I have advised and en-

couraged Billie not to 
or at least try not to get 
into the emotional roll-
er coaster again. This 
is a tragic and difficult 
event to keep dragging 
this mother through.”

In April 2012, remains 
were found on the south-
west side of Big Spring. 
That also caused a stir 
but proved to be of a 
male, who has yet to be 
identified.

Colorado City Mayor 
Carol Sue Daken on 
Monday said the city’s 
police chief informed 

her the investigation re-
garding the remains is 
under Scurry County’s 
jurisdiction. She said 
the Hailey Dunn case 
has long been turned 
over to the FBI.

“I understand law en-
forcement is doing ev-
erything they can to try 
to determine the iden-
tity of the remains in 
Scurry County,” Young 
said. “At this point, we 
don’t know anything: 
It’s all speculation.”

SKYWARN
Continued from Page 1

to accurately report and 
track the weather when 
severe conditions hit 
the area.

“We rely on the spot-
ters greatly. They 
provide what we call 
‘ground truth,’ which, 
when combined with 
the information we 

get from our radar and 
satellites, gives us the 
ability to provide better 
information to the pub-
lic,” Vesper said.

“Even if someone 
doesn’t want to become 
a spotter, I think these 
classes go a long way 
to prepare them and 
their families for a sev-
er weather situation. 
We’re preparing for the 
storm season now, and 
we hope everyone else 

in the area will do so as 
well.”

According to local 
emergency response of-
ficials, the course will 
cover the most common 
sever weather situations 
for Howard County and 
the surrounding areas 
in hopes of preparing 
residents for the worst 
case scenario.

“It’s really a lot of 
good information for 
people to have,” said Big 

Spring Fire Department 
Chief Craig Ferguson. 
“It gives people a basic 
knowledge of what se-
vere weather is like in 
our area. Since we’re 
getting ready to head 
into the severe weather 
season, which begins in 
March and lasts until 
October, this is really 
important information 
to have. Spring time is 
when we really get a lot 
of the severe weather — 

things like hail and pos-
sible tornadoes.

“There’s no charge for 
the classes and the pub-
lic is definitely welcome 
to attend. Those who 
sign up for the class will 
receive a certificate from 
the National Weather 
Service, and if you’re 
in law enforcement or 
emergency services, 
you can get credit for it. 
It’s excellent training 
for anyone to have.”

For more information 
on the SkyWarn pro-
gram and the National 
Weather Service, visit 
them online at http://
www.nws.noaa.gov/
skywarn/, or call 432-
563-5006.

Contact Staff Writer 
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail 
at citydesk@bigspringh-
erald.com

Lawmakers consider gun 
training for Texas schools

AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — The state 
would pay for school employees to 
learn to carry a gun on the job under 
a proposal set for consideration at the 
Capitol.

The Senate Education Committee 
has scheduled testimony on the mea-
sure at a hearing Tuesday morning.

The bill by Houston Republican 
Sen. Dan Patrick would apply to 
charter schools and public school dis-
tricts that do not already have armed 
security guards. It would require the 
state Department of Public Safety to 
provide firearms training for two em-
ployees per campus.

Several proposals to extend the 
reach of guns in schools have gained 
traction in the Legislature, which 
convened a month after 20 schoolchil-
dren were killed in a mass shooting 
in Connecticut.

The National Rifle Association has 
called for an armed guard in every 
school in America.

State considers who 
choses for terminally ill

AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — Lawmak-
ers are planning to hear testimony 
on who decides the terminally ill pa-
tient’s fate when the family and doc-
tors disagree.

The hearing in the Texas Senate on 
Tuesday will hear from those who 
want to revise the current rules and 
others who think the family should 
always decide.

Under current law, the question of 
whether to continue treatment goes 
to a hospital ethics committee if the 
doctor wants to stop treatment and 
the family wants it to continue. If the 
committee agrees with the doctor, 

the family has 10 days to find another 
hospital that will treat the patient.

Right-to-life groups are split on 
whether the family’s desires should 
be paramount. Doctors say providing 
treatment can be unethical.

A compromise would extend the 
deadlines for decisions.

Lawmakers mull tracking 
chips in school IDs

AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — Texas House 
members are to discuss a proposed 
ban on school districts from requir-
ing student ID badges embedded with 
locator chips.

The bill by influential Republi-
can Rep. Lois Kolkhorst of Brenham 
would allow voluntary use of such 
IDs, but wouldn’t let schools require 
it.

Kolkhorst has introduced unsuc-
cessful proposals since 2005 to ban the 
chips in schools. She is detailing her 
latest bill Tuesday before the House 
Public Education Committee.

The proposal would require schools 
to provide alternative IDs to students 
whose parents object to chips.

In Texas, school funding is based 
on daily attendance. Some districts 
say the technology lets them monitor 
students’ whereabouts with GPS pre-
cision.

But chips made headlines when 
a San Antonio high school student 
sued, saying the technology violated 
her religion.

Testimony opens in 
wrongful conviction 
murder case

SAN ANGELO, Texas (AP) — A 
West Texas jury will begin hearing 
evidence in a murder case that drew 

national attention when the original 
defendant served 25 years in prison 
after a wrongful conviction in his 
wife’s slaying.

Opening statements are set for Tues-
day in San Angelo in the trial of Mark 
Alan Norwood in Christine Morton’s 
1986 beating death. That’s after selec-
tion Monday of a Tom Green County 
jury.

Morton’s husband, Michael Morton, 
was convicted of killing her in their 
Austin home. New DNA testing later 
exonerated him and, authorities say, 
implicated Norwood. Now 58, Morton 
was freed in 2011 and publicity sur-
rounding the case prompted reloca-
tion of Norwood’s trial from Austin to 
San Angelo.

A judge eventually will decide if 
Morton’s prosecutor should be pros-
ecuted for allegedly hiding evidence 
from Morton’s attorneys.

Derailment involves truck 
with live chickens

NORTH ZULCH, Texas (AP) — 
Crews worked to clear a Central Tex-
as rail line after a truck hauling live 
chickens and a freight train collided 
in a derailment that has left a trucker 
hurt.

BNSF Railway Co. spokesman Joe 
Faust said Tuesday that 11 cars and 
four locomotives derailed near North 
Zulch, about 120 miles northeast of 
Austin. Faust says nobody on the 
Houston-bound train was injured in 
Monday night’s accident and authori-
ties are trying to determine what 
caused the wreck.

Emergency management officials 
say the Sanderson Farms trucker was 
in stable condition when transported 
to a hospital. Further details on him 
and the status of the load weren’t im-

mediately available from the Missis-
sippi-based company. Live chickens 
were scattered at the scene.

BNSF is based in Fort Worth.

Dallas mom gets 16 years 
in death of daughter, 9

DALLAS (AP) — A Dallas woman 
has been sentenced to 16 years in pris-
on for the neglect-related death of her 
diabetic 9-year-old daughter.

A judge in Dallas on Monday sen-
tenced 31-year-old Georgia Jones. 
Jones pleaded guilty to felony injury 
to a child in the May 2008 death of 
Chastity Butler. The death was ruled 
natural due to diabetic complica-
tions.

The Dallas Morning News reports 
the girl died on her mother’s bed next 
to a bag of candy and a half-eaten cup-
cake. The family was celebrating a 
relative’s birthday at the time of the 
death.

Investigators say Chastity’s diabe-
tes was not properly monitored and 
that caused the girl to be constantly 
sick. Police say the mother did not 
show up for a diabetes-care class after 
her daughter was diagnosed.

3 die in mobile home fire
BROWNWOOD, Texas (AP) — 

Three people died when flames swept 
through a mobile home at a Central 
Texas lakefront development.

The fire happened about 3 a.m. Mon-
day just off Texas Route 279 in the 
Shamrock Shores subdivision, about 
a half-mile from Lake Brownwood. 
Brown County sheriff’s Capt. Tony 
Aaron identified two of the dead as 
43-year-old Eddie Jowers and 42-year-
old Denman Cain Jr. The identity of a 
woman found dead is being withheld 
until it can be verified.

Texas news briefs▼
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E ditoria l
“Congress shall make no law respecting an 

establishment of religion, or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 
Government for a redress of grievances.”

-First Amendment

Letter policies

How to contact us
The Herald is always interested in our readers’ 

opinions.
In order that we might better serve your needs, 

we offer several ways in which you may contact 
us:

• In person at 710 Scurry St.
• By telephone at 263-7331
• By fax at 264-7205
• By e-mail Managing Editor Bill McClellan at 

newsdesk@bigspringherald.com.
• By mail at P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721	

The Herald welcomes letters to the editor.
• Sign your letter.
• Provide a daytime telephone number, as well as 

a street address for verification purposes.
• We reserve the right to edit for style and clari-

ty.
• We reserve the right to limit publication to one 

letter per 30-day period per author.
• Letters that are unsigned or do not include a 

telephone number or address will not be consid-
ered.

• Letters should be e-mailed to editor@bigspring-
herald.com or mailed to Editor, Big Spring Herald, 
P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721.

Daily Prayer

Let us rejoice in the simplest things, dear 
Lord. 

					     Amen

Opinions expressed on this page are those of the Editorial 
Board of the Big Spring Herald unless otherwise indicated.

Bill McClellan
Managing Editor

Steve Reagan
Staff Writer

Thomas Jenkins
Staff Writer
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Brian McCormack
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FEDERAL
GOVERNMENT

• BARACK OBAMA
President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 
20500

• Ted Cruz
U.S. Senator
B40B Dirksen Senate 
Office Building
Washington, D.C. 
20510-4305
Phone: 202-228-0462

• John Cornyn
U.S. Senator
517 Hart Office 
Building
Washington, D.C. 
20510-4305
Phone: 202-224-2934

• Randy 
Neugebauer
U.S. Representative
19th Cong. District
1510 Scurry
Big Spring
Phone: 432-264-0722 

STATE
GOVERNMENT

• RICK PERRY
Governor
State Capitol, Room 
2S.1
P.O. Box 12428
Austin, 78711
Phone: 512-463-2000

• DREW DARBY
State Representative
Texas 72nd District
P.O. Box 2910

Austin, 78768
Phone: 512-463-0331

•KEL SELIGER
State Senator
Texas 31st District
401 Austin, Suite 101
Big Spring, 79720
Phone: 432-268-9909

BIG SPRING 
CITY COUNCIL

• Tommy Duncan, 
Mayor  — Home: 517-
4070; Office: 264-2350.
	 • Marvin Boyd — 
263-8800
  • Carmen 
Harbour — Work: 
264-2401.	
	 • Marcus 
Fernandez —  
Mobile: 816-3923
	 • Glen Carrigan 
— Home: 263-3207.
	 • Bobby 
McDonald — Home: 
263-4835. Work: 263-
1234.
	 • Craig Olson — 
	 Cell: 270-0703.

HOWARD COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS

 	 • Mark Barr, 
County  Judge — Home 
and Office: (432) 517-
0707.
	 • Oscar Garcia — 
Home: 264-0026.
	 • Donnie Baker — 
Home: 267-5325.
	 • Jimmie Long — 
Home: 466-0793.
	 • John Cline — 
Home: 263-7158.

david

Limbaugh

froma

harrop

How can anyone take 
President Obama seri-
ously when he tells us 
our national debt is no 

big deal? Well, we have to take 
him seriously, because, unseri-
ous thinking or not, he has seri-
ous power, including the power 
to obstruct progress on reducing 
the debt.

I’m not making 
this up, of course, 
which is too bad 
because it illus-
trates why it is so 
hard for Repub-
licans to work 
with this man. He 
neither views the 
fiscal world from 
the same lens nor 
shares the goal of 
significant debt 
reduction.

In an interview 
with ABC News’ George Stepha-
nopoulos, Obama said, “We 
don’t have an immediate crisis 
in terms of debt. In fact, for the 
next 10 years, it’s going to be in a 
sustainable place.”

Not only is that delusional 
on its face based on what we 
already know but there is no 
telling what kinds of financial 
strains his favorite monster, 
Obamacare, is going to have 
on the debt or what kinds of 
extraordinary circumstances 
might necessitate spending 
surges over the next decade.

But we needn’t speculate about 
unknowns, because the knowns 
are horrifying enough. The 
enormity of our annual inter-
est payments on the debt alone 
renders Obama’s dismissiveness 
about the debt surreal.

Obama carried his bizarre in-
souciance about the debt into his 
photo op meetings with congres-
sional Republicans as part of his 
cynically conceived “charm of-
fensive.” According to Roll Call, 
Obama indicated to Republicans 
that “balancing the budget over 
the next 10 years is not on his 
priority list.”

Let’s stop right there. Please 
tell me, you romantic advocates 
for bipartisan harmony, how 
the GOP can work with a man to 
solve an undeniable debt crisis 
when his blind apathy makes 

Mad magazine’s Alfred E. Neu-
man look engaged?

House Speaker John Boehner 
framed the problem quite ac-
curately when he summarized 
the parties’ respective positions. 
“Republicans want to balance 
the budget. The president 
doesn’t,” said Boehner. “Repub-
licans want to solve our long-
term debt problem. The presi-
dent doesn’t. We want to unlock 
our energy resources to put 
more Americans back to work. 
The president doesn’t.”

So what does Obama propose 
to do about this non-problem 
that Republicans are coercing 
him into dealing with? Simple: 
He’ll agree to $2 in spending cuts 
for every $1 in additional tax 
revenue.

Just swell. Tell me the last 
time Obama or any other Demo-
crat at the federal level honored 
his commitment to reduce 
spending in exchange for tax 
increases? Republicans have re-
peatedly fallen for this ploy and 
given in to immediate tax hikes, 
only to see Democrats renege on 
their promises to cut spending.

But it’s actually worse than 
before because we have abun-
dant evidence that Democrats 
don’t speak the same language 
as Webster’s-friendly humans do 
when it comes to spending cuts.

To them, “cuts” doesn’t mean 
“cuts” any more than “is” meant 
“is” to Bill Clinton. Obama’s 
budget gurus are masters of bud-
get gimmicks and double count-
ing to achieve cuts on paper (call 
them “paper cuts”) that are no 
more real than my professional 
basketball career.

In other words, even if Obama 
honored an agreement to impose 
“cuts” in exchange for yet more 
tax increases, he wouldn’t be 
cutting anything, because his 
promised cuts are smoke and 
mirrors. To hear him tell the 
story, he’s already made trillions 
of dollars’ worth of cuts.

But you can bank on the fact 
that his coveted tax increases 
would be real and that they 
would further burden those still 
contributing to the economy, 
with no guarantee that they 
would increase revenues at all. 
They would, however, likely 

harm the economy and thus 
further expand the dependency 
state.

The recently released budget 
that Senate Democrats finally 
produced, four years late, under-
scores the Democrats’ unserious-
ness about the debt and spending 
cuts. The proposed budget would 
extract nearly $1 trillion more 
in new taxes and supposedly 
include an equal amount in cuts. 
But true to Democrats’ form, the 
proposed “cuts” include $240 
billion in war spending that 
wasn’t projected and $242 billion 
in saved interest expenses on the 
debt based on fantasy debt sav-
ings from the tax increases.

Republicans need to launch 
a 24/7 public campaign blitz 
explaining Paul Ryan’s new bud-
get, which is based on real and 
specific numbers and proposes 
to balance the budget in 10 years 
and make structural changes to 
our entitlement programs to put 
them on a sustainable path.

Democrats and liberal jour-
nalists are already out in force, 
savaging Ryan and the other 
Republicans — again — for their 
good faith effort to save the na-
tion from a Grecian-style bank-
ruptcy.

I am convinced that if the 
Republicans will strike back 
with as much fervor as Obama 
constantly hits them and take 
their winning case to the people, 
the people will finally learn the 
truth: that Ryan’s plan would 
not throw seniors or the poor un-
der the bus and is, in fact, their 
best chance for the future and 
certainly the best hope currently 
on the table to restore America’s 
solvency.

David Limbaugh is a writer, 
author and attorney. His latest 
book, “The Great Destroyer,” 
reached No. 2 on the New York 
Times best-seller list for nonfic-
tion. Follow him on Twitter @
davidlimbaugh and his website 
at www.davidlimbaugh.com. To 
read features by other Creators 
Syndicate writers and cartoon-
ists, visit the Creators Syndicate 
Web page at www.creators.com.

COPYRIGHT 2013 CRE-
ATORS.COM

I f you drove to work today, 
did you worry about too few 
cars on the road? Do you 
wish more people were wait-

ing in line at the public tennis 
courts? Are you eager to see new 
housing developments replace 
your favorite truck farm?

If your answer to 
all three questions 
is “no,” you’re like 
most people. And 
America’s falling 
fertility rate would 
seem to have its 
benefits. But if 
you’re scraping 
for new ways to 
undermine Social 
Security and Medi-
care, portraying 
this demographic 
reality as a major 
disaster offers new opportunity 
to stampede the public into turn-
ing against these entitlements.

Here’s the argument: In 1950, 
we had almost 17 workers for ev-
ery retiree. Now the ratio is 2.8 
workers for every beneficiary. 
By 2030, it will be only 2.0 work-
ers for every retiree. Social Secu-
rity and Medicare are doomed, 
so let’s pull the plug now.

Let’s not. Why will follow, 
but first some background. The 
fertility rate is the number of 
children women bear over their 
lifetime. Rates are falling almost 
everywhere. They’re down in 
Europe, Asia and Latin Ameri-
ca. Mexico is now at the replace-
ment level.

How do you keep programs 
like Social Security going when 
the ratio of workers to benefi-
ciaries keeps dropping? Produc-
tivity. Productivity measures 
a worker’s output in a unit of 

time. If computers help a worker 
produce four car batteries in 
the time it took to make two, 
that worker’s productivity has 
doubled.

Productivity gains tradition-
ally result in higher pay for 
workers (though workers have 
seen little of those benefits 
recently). This is why Social 
Security remains afloat as the 
ratio of workers to retirees con-
tinues downward. Also helping, 
Social Security payroll taxes 
were raised in the early 1980s 
to provide a cushion of savings 
for now, when the baby boomers 
start retiring.

As for the future, Dean Baker 
at the Center for Economic 
Policy and Researchsupplies the 
math.

If productivity grows at an 
average rate of 1.5 percent a 
year, as it has over the last two 
decades, productivity will be 
almost 40 percent higher in 2035 
than it is today. Thus, workers 
in 2035 will be spending only 
about a quarter of their produc-
tivity-driven pay increases on 
retirees and keeping the rest. 
Not a bad situation.

Baker also reminds us that 
the ratio of workers to retirees 
is expected to stabilize around 
then for the rest of the century, 
while productivity will continue 
to grow. So the demographic 
heavens are not crashing down 
on Social Security.

Medicare is a somewhat differ-
ent story. Its rising costs need 
curbing. But even here, there 
are many ways to cut waste. 
We don’t have to eviscerate the 
program with voucher schemes 
or turn it into welfare through 
means-testing.

Scaremongering over demo-
graphics is a divide-and-conquer 
strategy: Convince younger 
workers that they are paying 
for plush programs sure to col-
lapse by the time they get old, 
and they’ll bring them down. 
And as a double-scoop, say that 
these programs make the “demo-
graphic winter” worse by having 
government replace the children 
who traditionally supported 
their elders. For example:

“The most insidious effect of 
the Social Security and Medicare 
regimes is that they actually 
shift economic incentives away 
from having children,” Jonathan 
V. Last, a writer for the conser-
vative Weekly Standard, says in 
his book, “What to Expect When 
No One’s Expecting: America’s 
Coming Demographic Disaster.”

Here’s a counter-argument: 
These programs reassure par-
ents bearing the considerable 
expense of raising children that 
they won’t be destitute if they 
can’t save enough for their old 
age.

But love or hate these pro-
grams, setting off false alarms is 
not an honest way to win con-
verts. 

Today’s demographic changes 
require adjustment, not run-
ning-in-the streets panic.

To find out more about Froma 
Harrop, and read features by oth-
er Creators writers and cartoon-
ists, visit the Creators webpage at 
www.creators.com.

COPYRIGHT 2013 THE PROV-
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GOP must launch reality offensive

Silliness of demographic panic

Glenn Stifflemire
Publisher
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Standards Link: Science; 
classify common objects by 

a similar characteristic.

At Easter time, 
there are lots 
of pictures of 
eggs in the 
newspaper. 

Go on an egg 
hunt through 

the paper. How 
many eggs can 

you find?

Buzz and Beeper have hidden eggs 
all over this page. How many eggs 
can you find?

Super Challenge: Can you 
find the two eggs that are 
exactly alike?

Can you find at least 10 silly things in 
Buzz’s carrot patch?
Standards Link: Visual Discrimination; finding similarities and 
differences in common objects

Find a buddy and do this page together! If 
this page looks easy, find “somebunny” 

younger to be your buddy. If this page looks 
hard, find “somebunny” older to help you.

Which Easter basket belongs to 
Buzz? Which one belongs to 
Beeper? Read the description of 
each bunny’s basket. Draw a 
line from each bunny to its 
basket.

Buzz has a basket with three eggs, two flowers and one 
candy bunny.

Beeper has a basket with one candy 
bunny, three flowers and two eggs.

Standards Link: Reading 
Comprehension: Follow 
simple written directions.

1

3
2

4

Fill in the boxes in the egg with words made 
from the letters in “Easter.”

Challenge: If a letter appears only once in 
“Easter,” you can use it only once in a new word.

Standards Link: Visual 
discrimination.

Standards Link : Spelling; recognize 
common spelling patterns.

ANSWER: To cover chickens.

Draw the missing parts of these funny egg faces. Add hair 
and hats and make them egg-ceptionally silly!
Standards Link: Visual Arts: Use a variety of media.

Look through the newspaper for the letters 
that spell “Easter Eggs.” Cut them out. 
With a buddy, take turns mixing up the 
letters and spelling a new word. A player 
gets one point for each letter used.
Standards Link: Spelling; recognize common spelling patterns.

Scrambled Easter Eggs!
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CARROT
HARD
BUZZ
CANDY
EASTER
FLOWERS
PATCH
BEEPER
EGGS
BUDDY
EASY
HIDDEN
BUNNY

Find the words in the puzzle. Then 
look for each word in this week’s 
Kid Scoop stories and activities.

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognized identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

Complete the grid by using all the 
letters in the word CANDY in each 
vertical and horizontal row. Each 
letter should only be used once in 
each row. Some spaces have been 
filled in for you.

The Easter Bunny has 
been spotted and you’re 
the reporter covering the 

story. Be sure to tell 
who, what, when, 

where, why and how.
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By Steve Becker

sudoku
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 
3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9 with no repeats. 
That means no number is repeated in any row, column or 
box.

Big Spring Herald

Sudoku 9x9 - Puzzle 2 of 5 - Very Hard

3 7 5 6

6 9

1 9 8

5 2

5 1 8

3 1

8 4 6

7 6

4 2 3 9
www.sudoku-puzzles.net

432-520-7348

Mention this ad for up to $250.00 OFF a complete roofing job!

100% Financing Available
222098

Sudoku Answers on Page 7

I was visiting with 
a friend recently 
and got to discuss-
ing activities that 

occur during spring 
break. He said he 
wished he had a spring 
break but 
he doesn’t 
get that 
luxury. 
He made a 
comment 
that many 
of us make 
when he 
said, “I 
have to 
work!” 

Now it is 
true, when 
we have a job we have 

our obligations, but I 
heard someone say not 
long ago that making 
the comment that we 
“have” to do something 
is extremely negative. 
I must agree that the 
words, “I have to…” 
certainly carry a lot of 
negative implications. 

They paint a picture 
of our expectations and 
set a destination for 
our experience. Think 
about it. 

When we “have” to 
do something it implies 
that we have no choice 
and that our heart is 
not in what we are do-
ing and our experience 
is, more than likely, 

going to be bad. 
When we say, “I have 

to go to work” we could 
actually be setting our-
selves up for a bad day. 
It doesn’t mean we will 
actually have a bad day 
but plants the seed and 
sets the mood. It sends 
the message that we 
would rather be some-
where else (which may 
be true) or we don’t like 
our work or that we feel 
like we are incapable of 
choosing work that we 
enjoy. 

Either way, it’s a ter-
rible message to send to 
ourselves, or to others, 
about something we 
spend most of our time 

doing. Wouldn’t it be a 
better message to say, 
“I’m off to my work” or 
“I’m off to another day!”

Imagine someone say-
ing, “I have to start my 
weekend” or “I have to 
go on vacation!” That 
would be interesting, 
wouldn’t it?  

I believe that if we 
would begin telling 
ourselves “I’m off to 
another day” and be-
lieving that the day will 
be a good one and bring 
enjoyment to our lives, 
we would be happier 
and actually enjoy our 
existence to a greater 
extent. Spending eight 
hours per day and five 
days per week is a very 
large part of our time, 
so why not make it as 
enjoyable as possible 
and avoid setting a 
negative mood or a self-
fulfilled prophecy?

But, like Will Rogers 
said, “Even if you are 
on the right track, you 
will get run over if you 
just sit there.”  

Darrell Ryan is direc-
tor of federal programs 
for the Big Spring Inde-
pendent School District.

Since it was time 
to begin prepa-
ration of our 
evening meal, 

my computer was left 
behind as I walked the 
length of our home 
to the 
kitchen. 
About half 
way there, 
a favor-
ite quote 
suddenly 
came to 
mind. “It 
was the 
best of 
times, it 
was the 
worst of 
times…” 
aptly fit the dilemma 
that had confronted us 
when two birds were 
turned in within a 
three-day period.

From far West Texas, 
both had endured 
similar experiences. 
Defined as ducks, they 
had varied in appear-
ance, size, abilities, and 
ultimate outcomes.

In Rankin, Upton 
County, the first, and 
smaller of the two, 
had been found on the 
ground at a rig site. 
Twenty or so of its 
flock had remained on 

a large, defined body of 
water.

After only a few steps, 
the bird had collapsed 
on the ground. Unable 
to rise, it struggled to 
move forward. Only 
by using its wing tips 
could it inch ahead. 
Assuming there was 
something wrong with 
its legs, one of the em-
ployees took it home to 
his wife.

Not far away, in 
Crane, Crane County, 
the other duck landed 
on another watery area 
at a rig site. Its struggle 
to take flight again was 
noticed by an employee 
and reported.

Delivered to us two 
days later, the first bird 
was a male Ruddy Duck 
in non-breeding plum-
age. 

Even without the 
heightened coloration 
of summer, it was strik-
ing in its detail. Wear-
ing grayish-brown for 
autumn and winter, the 
bird had a dark crown 
and white cheeks.

With its nuptial attire 
to emerge in March or 
April, its dark gray bill 
would turn to a bright 
blue. With the top of 
its head and back of 

its neck turning to a 
glossy black, the white 
patches on the sides of 
its face would be en-
hanced. Winter browns 
and grays of its wings 
and body would be 
replaced with a striking 
chestnut plumage.

Resembling a mallard 
but slightly smaller, 
the other duck was a 
Gadwall. During non-
breeding seasons, males 
and females closely 
resembled each other. 
Both wore brown edged 
feathers.

Only during breed-
ing seasons would a 
male’s bill change, from 
blackish edged with 
yellow, to overall black. 
Plumage transforma-
tion would find it with 
a darker, brown crown, 
and grayish back, 
chest, sides, and wings. 

Throughout the year, 
both sexes would sport 
a white square patch on 
the rear of the wings. 
To add to its nuptial ap-
pearance, nature would 
also endow the male 
with a rusty coloration 
to contrast with the 
white.

In size, the Ruddy 
Duck had about half the 
wingspan and weight 
of the Gadwall. Simi-
lar to the legs of loons, 
grebes, and coots, those 
of the small duck were 
placed at the rear of its 
body and lessened its 
chance for walking. 

For the mid-sized 
duck, with legs near the 
middle of its body, was 
the opportunity to walk 
and scour grain fields 
as well as shorelines.

What both ducks had 
in common was their 
landing on water that 
is used for hydraulic 
fracturing. The Ruddy 
had landed on a “pond,” 
while the Gadwall had 
experienced a “pit.”

Some of the consider-
able amounts of water 
used in this process are 
considered brackish. 
With high levels of salt, 
they are not potable for 
human consumption. 
Pumped from their un-
derground reservoirs, 

these waters may have 
offered other undesir-
able qualities that made 
them unfit to drink. 
After drilling activ-
ity, and in some of the 
water returning to the 
wellhead along with oil 
or gas, varying levels 
of chemicals, minerals, 
and the metallic ele-
ment, arsenic, could be 
present.

For the Ruddy Duck, 
the “pond” may have 
contributed to the de-
struction of its ability 
to be waterproof. Time 
in a water-filled bathtub 
resulted in its feathers 
becoming saturated. 
Whatever it had ingest-
ed also caused a dark, 
discolored output not 
indicative of a healthy 
bird. After its death, I 
was told two more birds 
were found lifeless on 
the ground. They had 
been drinking water 
from a leak in a tank.

The Gadwall was 
more fortunate. Coated 
with oil, it was taken 
to Juli Marshall, vet 
tech and volunteer, in 
Odessa. Asked to find 
out what was in the 
hydraulic fracturing 
“pit,” she learned there 
was “black stuff (oil), 
water, salt, and chemi-
cals.”  When she asked 
the employee what 
type of chemicals, he 
answered, “It was waste 
water.”  Fortunately, 
Juli was able to clean 
the duck, and lessen 
any toxicity. It is now 
at the wildlife center in 
Lubbock.

In talking with both 
state and federal law 
enforcement, the for-
mer said, “We’re just 
seeing the beginning 
of a nightmare.”  Upon 
asking the latter what 
he thought happened to 
the other twenty ruddy 
ducks, he surmised 
they were “probably 
dead by now.”

From these two inci-
dents, we learned the 
documentation of mi-
gratory birds, encoun-
tering open contain-
ment ponds and pits for 
hydraulic fracturing, 

is ongoing. During fall 
migration of 2012, hun-
dreds of ruddy ducks, 
coots, and other water 
birds had succumbed to 
a 20-acre brine pond in 
the Texas Panhandle.

From “A Tale of Two 
Cities,” Charles Dick-
en’s quote, describing 
the best and worst, had 
gone on to say, “it was 
the age of wisdom, it 
was the age of foolish-
ness.” 

With the hydraulic 
fracturing process be-
ing used in numerous 
states throughout our 
country, the incidents 
involving migratory 
birds will increase. The 
boom has brought a 
problem that must be 
confronted.

Reading comments 
highlighted in the 

March-April issue 
of Audubon, entitled 
“Why Birds Matter,” I 
came across one from 
their Science Director, 
Gary Langham.

“When we save birds 
from large-scale threats 
we see that what’s 
good for the birds is 
also good for us…as we 
solve their problems 
we solve ours. This is 
about everyone’s qual-
ity of life.”  

To my way of think-
ing, the Ruddy Duck 
and Gadwall would 
have nodded their ap-
proval.

 
Bebe McCasland is 

author of “The Scoop 
from Bird Poop.” She 
is federally and state 
licensed to rehabilitate 
wild birds.

Darrell

Ryan

Getting a positive start

Bird Poop: Best and worst of times

Bebe

Thomas

Courtesy photo

Colorful in breeding attire, a Gadwall and Ruddy 
Duck have different approaches to leaving a lake 
or pond. The Gadwall seems to burst from the 
water as it makes a hasty exit. In contrast, with 
its short wings beating rapidly, and its feet pat-
tering against the surface, the Ruddy Duck needs 
a long body of water to take flight. Both of their 
diets include vegetable matter, or aquatic growth. 
In addition, they will seek insects and small fish.



Wire 7Big Spring Herald
Tuesday, March 19, 2013

PROFILE
2013

Largest

Section

of the 

Year!

Sunday, March 31, 2013

 Faith & Courage
  Learning & Leisure
  Health & Fitness
  Business & Industry

Don’t MissOut on thisSpecial!3x5 - $210
2x5 - $140
2x4 - $110
2x3 - $85

Prices Include:

Please ask about 
individual deadlines!

Full page - $1790
Half page - $835

Quarter page - $420
3x9 - $375
3x7  - $295

23
30

44

sudoku
ANSWERS

Big Spring Herald

Sudoku 9x9 - Solution 2 of 5 - Very Hard

8 3 9 7 2 5 4 6 1

7 1 6 3 8 4 9 2 5

5 2 4 1 6 9 7 8 3

9 5 1 6 3 7 8 4 2

4 6 2 5 1 8 3 7 9

3 7 8 9 4 2 5 1 6

1 8 3 4 9 6 2 5 7

2 9 7 8 5 1 6 3 4

6 4 5 2 7 3 1 9 8
www.sudoku-puzzles.net

News in brief
Pope Francis officially starts 
papacy with installation Mass 
that draws thousands

VATICAN CITY (AP) — Pope Francis has official-
ly begun his ministry as the 266th pope, receiving 
the ring symbolizing the papacy and a wool stole 
symbolizing his role as shepherd of his 1.2-billion 
strong flock.

A cardinal intoned the rite of inauguration at 
the start of Tuesday’s Mass, saying “The Good 
Shepherd charged Peter to feed his lambs and his 
sheep; today you succeed him as the bishop of this 
church.”

Later a half-dozen cardinals approached the Ar-
gentine-born pope to vow their obedience.

The installation occurred in sun-drenched St. 
Peter’s Square before tens of thousands of people, 
princes, sheiks, rabbis and presidents.

Obama confronts old challenges, 
new crises on a remade 
Middle East landscape

WASHINGTON (AP) — On his second trip to the 
Middle East as U.S. commander in chief, President 
Barack Obama this week will confront a political 
and strategic landscape nearly unrecognizable 
from the one he encountered on his first trip to the 
region shortly after assuming office in 2009.

Gone are the authoritarian regimes and leaders 
in Tunisia, Egypt, Libya and Yemen, and the once 
seemingly indestructible Assad regime in Syria 
is tottering on the brink of collapse. Uncertainty 
abounds in the wake of the revolutions that have 
convulsed the Arab world for the past two years 
and shaken many of the strong but imperfect pil-
lars of stability on the planet’s most politically vol-
atile patch of land.

And the few constants are hardly cause for cheer: 
a moribund Israeli-Palestinian peace process that 
remains mired in mutual distrust and recrimina-
tion, an Iran that seemingly inches closer to nucle-
ar weapons capability despite intensified interna-
tional sanctions, and the ever-growing threat from 
extremists.

At the same time, Obama’s 2012 re-election has 
changed his political calculus. Having run his last 
race as a political candidate, he is no longer behold-
en to the whims of voters. His sights appear set on 
building a legacy that, at least in the short term, is 
focused not on foreign policy but on the domestic 
issues that now drive the agenda in Washington.

Thus, U.S. officials have set expectations low for 
the trip. No new plan to bring Israel and the Pales-
tinians back to the negotiating table. No big boost 
in assistance to the struggling Palestinian Author-
ity. No new strategy for dealing with the chaos in 
Syria. No new outreach to Muslims like the one 
that was the centerpiece of his June 2009 visit to 
Cairo.

Fed is expected this week to stick 
to low-rate policies despite a 
strengthening US economy

WASHINGTON (AP) — The U.S. economy is 
strengthening on the fuel of more job growth, ris-
ing home prices and solid retail sales. Just don’t 
expect the Federal Reserve to let up in its drive to 
keep stimulating the economy with record-low in-
terest rates.

Not yet, anyway.
That’s the view of economists as Fed policymak-

ers hold a two-day meeting that starts Tuesday. On 
Wednesday, the Fed will issue a policy statement 
and update its economic forecasts, and Chairman 
Ben Bernanke will hold a news conference.

All of which will likely reinforce Bernanke’s 
stated view that the job market, in particular, has 
a long way to go to full health and still needs the 
Fed’s extraordinary support.

The unemployment rate, at 7.7 percent, remains 
well above the 5 percent to 6 percent range asso-
ciated with a healthy economy. The Fed has said 
it plans to keep short-term rates at record lows at 
least until unemployment falls to 6.5 percent, as 
long as the inflation outlook remains mild. And it 
foresees unemployment staying above 6.5 percent 
until at least the end of 2015.

Police: Central Fla. student plotted 
attack on others, then changed 
mind and committed suicide

ORLANDO, Fla. (AP) — A University of Central 
Florida student who pulled a dorm fire alarm in the 
middle of the night had a more sinister plan than 
sending students scurrying out into the night, au-
thorities said.

Campus police said Monday that 30-year-old 
James Oliver Seevakumaran was armed with two 
guns, hundreds of rounds of ammunition, a back-
pack filled with explosives and a plan to attack oth-
er students as they fled the seven-story dorm where 
he lived.

His plans were thrown off by campus police offi-
cers’ quick response to the fire alarm and a 911 call 
from Seevakumaran’s roommate who had holed 
himself in a bathroom after Seevakumaran pointed 
a gun at him.

Police officers found Seevakumaran dead with 
a self-inflicted gunshot wound to the head in his 
dorm room. No other students were hurt.

“It could have been a very bad day here for every-
body. All things considered, I think we were very 
blessed here at the University of Central Florida,” 
said Richard Beary, University of Central Florida’s 
police chief. “One shooting is bad enough. Mul-
tiples would have been unthinkable. So, anybody 
armed with this type of weapon and ammunition 
could have hurt a lot of people here, particularly in 
a crowded area as people were evacuating.”

Tea Party favorite Rand Paul backs 
path to citizenship for illegal 
immigrants, with conditions

WASHINGTON (AP) — Republican Sen. Rand 
Paul of Kentucky is endorsing a pathway to citi-
zenship for the nation’s 11 million illegal immi-
grants, a significant move for a favorite of tea party 
Republicans who are sometimes hostile to such an 
approach.

In a speech to be delivered Tuesday morning to 
the U.S. Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, the po-
tential 2016 presidential candidate declares, “If you 
wish to live and work in America, then we will find 
a place for you.” A copy of the speech was obtained 
in advance by The Associated Press.

Paul’s path to citizenship would come with condi-
tions that could make it long and difficult for illegal 
immigrants. Chief among these, Congress would 
have to agree first that progress was being made on 
border security.

Nonetheless, Paul’s endorsement of allowing ille-
gal immigrants an eventual way to become citizens 
puts him in line with a growing number of Republi-
cans who are embracing action on immigration as 
a way to broaden the GOP’s appeal to Latinos. On 
Monday, a Republican National Committee report 
called on the GOP to support comprehensive re-
form, though without specifying whether it should 
include a pathway to citizenship.

Paul’s move also comes as a bipartisan group of 
senators is nearing agreement on sweeping legisla-
tion to overhaul the nation’s immigration laws, an 
effort that could get a boost from Paul’s stance.

Beyond memory loss, report finds 1 
in 3 seniors dies with dementia that 
can impede other care

WASHINGTON (AP) — A staggering 1 in 3 se-
niors dies with Alzheimer’s disease or other types 
of dementia, says a new report that highlights the 
impact the mind-destroying disease is having on 
the rapidly aging population.

Dying with Alzheimer’s is not the same as dying 
from it. But even when dementia isn’t the direct 
cause of death, it can be the final blow — speeding 
someone’s decline by interfering with their care 
for heart disease, cancer or other serious illnesses. 
That’s the assessment of the report released Tues-
day by the Alzheimer’s Association, which advo-
cates for more research and support for families 
afflicted by it.

“Exacerbated aging,” is how Dr. Maria Carrillo, 
an association vice president, terms the Alzheim-
er’s effect. “It changes any health care situation for 
a family.”

In fact, only 30 percent of 70-year-olds who don’t 
have Alzheimer’s are expected to die before their 
80th birthday. 

Authorities: No charges
in Russian boy’s death

ODESSA, Texas (AP) 
— Prosecutors will not 
charge a Texas couple 
in the death of a 3-year-
old boy they adopted 
from Russia, a case that 
has become the latest 
flashpoint in the debate 
over whether American 
families should be al-
lowed to adopt Russian 
children.

Ector County District 
Attorney Bobby Bland 
said his office would not 
charge Alan and Laura 
Shatto in the Jan. 21 
death of Max Alan Shat-
to, who was born Maxim 
Kuzmin.

“The grand jury deter-
mined there was insuffi-
cient evidence to charge 
them with anything,” 
Bland said at a news 
conference.

Laura Shatto told au-
thorities she found Max 
unresponsive outside 
their Gardendale, Tex-
as, home while he was 
playing with his young-
er brother, Ector County 
Sheriff Mark Donaldson 
has said. 

The boy was pro-
nounced dead at a hos-
pital a short time later. 
Preliminary autopsy re-
sults indicated Max had 
bruises on several parts 
of his body, though four 
doctors reviewing the 
final autopsy results 
ruled his death to be ac-
cidental.

Bland, the top pros-
ecutor in Ector County, 
about 350 miles west of 
Dallas, said the bruises 
on Max’s body appeared 

to be the result of acci-
dental injuries. 

The boy died due to an 
internal laceration of an 
artery caused by blunt 
force trauma, authori-
ties have previously 
said.

“This child did not 
kill himself,” Bland said 
Monday. “This child 
hurt himself.”

Early Tuesday, Pav-
el Astakhov, Russia’s 
children’s rights om-
budsman, criticized the 
handling of the case on 
Twitter.

“The position of the 
Texas prosecutor con-
tradicts initial informa-
tion presented by the 
sheriff, social services, 
statement of the adop-
tive father, doctors’ 
conclusions,” Astakhov 
wrote.

Authorities believe 
Max hurt himself fatal-
ly while Laura Shatto 
was in the bathroom for 
about 10 minutes, Bland 
said.

Grand jurors heard 
evidence in the case 
Monday and declined 
to indict either parent. 
Bland would not say 
what potential charges, 
if any, the grand jury 
discussed.

The Shattos’ attorney, 
Michael J. Brown, did 
not immediately return 
a phone message. The 
Shattos’ voicemail greet-
ing on Monday said the 
family did not have any 
comment.

Russian authorities 
and state-run media 

have blamed the Shattos 
for Max’s death and used 
the case as justification 
for a recently enacted 
ban on all American 
adoptions of Russian 
children. Russia’s In-
vestigative Committee 
has said it has opened 
its own investigation. 
It’s unclear whether the 
committee could charge 
the Shatto family or 
force their prosecution.

U.S. State Department 
officials and adoption 
agency advocates have 
called for caution.

The Russian govern-
ment passed the ban in 
December in retaliation 
for a new U.S. law tar-
geting alleged Russian 
human-rights violators. 
The ban also reflects 
lingering resentment 
over the perceived mis-
treatment of some of the 
60,000 children Ameri-
cans have adopted over 
the last two decades. At 
least 20 of those children 
have died, and reports 
of abuse have garnered 
attention in Russia.
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 Local 
Sports

TODAY

Basketball
• Howard 
College vs. 
Hutchinson 
Commu-
nity College, 
NJCAA 
tounament, 
Hutchinson, 
Kan. (Game 
Two), 6:30 
p.m.

Baseball
• Big Spring 
at Snyder, 7 
p.m.
• TLC at For-
san, 7 p.m.

Softball
• Big Spring 
at Snyder, 5 
p.m.
• Rotan at 
Forsan, 5 
p.m.

To submit a 
calendar item, 
please call 
263-7331, ext. 
237, or e-mail 
sports@big-
springherald.com

Hawks beat E. Mississippi
Howard College holds off late rally to take NJCAA opener 63-54
By BRIAN MCCORMACK     
Sports Editor

HUTCHINSON, Kan. — A dominant first half and 
another strong performance  from Howard College’s 
starting five propelled the 13th-seeded Hawks to a 
63-54 victory over Eastern Mississippi (20th seed) 
on Monday to open NJCAA tournament play at the 
Sports Arena.

Of leading scorer Cameron Forte’s 18 points, 16 
came in the first half. The Hawks (29-5) opened the 
game with a 12-0 run, putting the Lions (20-8) a hole 
early. 

“We got off to a great start,” HC Head Coach Mark 
Adams said. “We controlled the tempo of the game. 
We had a spot where we couldn’t score in the second 
half, but luckily they had a couple spots like that, 
too. We survived, we advanced and we got by the 
first one.”

As the game wore on, East Mississippi settled 
down and started hitting its shots. The Lions 
also outrebounded the Hawks 42-35, including a 
dominant 21-10 in offensive boards which led to a 
slew of second chance points for East Mississippi.

At the free throw line, HC struggled, but hit five-
of-six in the final minutes to hold off a late rally by 
East Mississippi.

The Lions put together a rally in the middle portion 
of the second stanza which brought them within 
five points, but the shaky start aside, they hit just 
three-of-31 from the three-point range and only 20-
of-64 from the field — simply not enough offense to 
derail the Hawks.

Meanwhile, Howard shot sharply for much of the 
outing, hitting a combined 23-of-45 buckets from 
field goal range.

Ladon Carter racked up 12 points for HC, while 
the 7-footer, Goran Huskic, had a double-double 
— 10 points and 10 rebounds. Point guard Rico 
Richardson hit six and rounding out the starters 
was Jacob Thomas, who despite missing all six of 
his three-point attempts, added seven to the Hawks’ 
total.

“I think the guys that played the best were 
(Richardson) and (Huskic). (Huskic) had a big three 
pointer and 10 rebounds for us and (Richardson) had 
some great defensive plays. They were a big part 
of the win. Now, we need some more consistency 
from the other guys, we need more points off of our 
bench.”

Scoring off the bench were DaShaun Wiggins with 
seven and Phillip Miller with three.

It was an exciting win for Howard, but now they 
have the undesirable task of facing the home team 
— Hutchinson Community College (31-1) in front 

See HAWKS, Page 13

HERALD photo/Tony Claxton/visit www.claxtonphotography.com

Howard College’s Rico Richardson attempts to block a shot as teammate Ladon Carter looks on dur-
ing Monday’s NJCAA tourney opening win against Eastern Mississippi. The Hawks will play Hutchinson 
Community College today at 6:30 p.m.

Courtesy photo

Coahoma’s Riley Jacobs made a clean sweep recently at the Garden 
City tennis tournament, winning three straight matches to claim 
first place after defeating two players from Irion County (6-2, 6-4 
& 6-0, 6-0) and one from Garden City (6-2, 3-6, 6-4). The Coahoma 
tennis squad will welcome Westbrook today.

Jacobs takes first at 
G. City tennis tourney

Hot-shooting Mavs roll 
past Atlanta, 127-113

ATLANTA (AP) — Dallas 
coach Rick Carlisle called it a 
“defensive pillow fight.”

If so, Atlanta coach Larry 
Drew felt like his team didn’t 
bring enough pillows.

Darren Collison scored 24 
points and the hot-shooting 
Mavericks set season highs for 
points in a half and a game in a 
127-113 victory over the Hawks 
on Monday night.

Carlisle said the Mavericks 
would “take the win and run” 
after scoring at least 29 points 
in each quarter.

The Mavericks began the day 
11th in the Western Conference, 
four games behind the eighth-
place Lakers. The schedule 
could help Dallas gain ground 
in the playoff standings. The 
Mavericks play Brooklyn on 
Wednesday night in their first 
of six straight home games.

“We’ve been bouncing back 
all year,” Carlisle said. “We’ve 
had a lot of opportunities to do 
that, unfortunately. We’ve got 
15 left and we’re going to throw 
the kitchen sink at all 15.

“We’re going to have to be 
right and we’re going to have 
to be together.”

The Mavericks have made 
the postseason 12 years in a 
row.

“We still believe,” Collison 
said. “We still believe we can 
make it. There’s no quit in us. 
We believe that every game 
from here out we can get a win. 
We’re talented enough. We’ve 
got the players to do it.”

Dallas led 68-55 at halftime 

and kept adding to the lead in 
the second half. Dirk Nowit-
zki, who had 22 points, hit two 
free throws as the Mavericks 
reached 100 with their first 
points of the final period.

Dallas made 57.3 percent of 
its shots (51 of 89). The Hawks 
also had a strong night on of-
fense, shooting 56 percent from 
the field with eight scorers in 
double figures, but could come 
no closer than 11 points in the 
second half.

“They had their mind made 
up that they were bringing it to 
us, and we didn’t respond very 
well to it,” Drew said. “That’s 
not acceptable at this stage of 
the season. We only have 15 
regular-season games remain-
ing. At this stage, there can be 
no excuses.”

Collison made 10 of 14 shots 
from the field, going 2 of 3 from 
3-point range. He had 15 points 
in the second period.

“I was able to get it going,” 
Collison said. “A lot of players 
in this league, once they get it 
going that basket looks bigger 
and bigger, and that’s what 
happened in the second quar-
ter.”

Jeff Teague scored 19 points, 
Al Horford had 16 points and 
11 rebounds, and Josh Smith 
added 13 points for Atlanta.

The Hawks, coming off a win 
at Brooklyn on Sunday, began 
the night fifth in the Eastern 
Conference.

O.J. Mayo scored 17 

See MAVS, Page 13
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Announcements
**WANTED** 

LIVE RATTLESNAKES. 
For More Information Call 
(432)270-8783 or 213-6802.

Help Wanted

$30,000 SIGN-ON BONUS
NEED TRANSPORT/BOBTAIL
Driver    for    fuel    deliveries. 
Starting Salary $23.00 per hr., 
all full medical benefits paid, 
retirement plan, vacation and 
sick leave. Must have CDL, 
hazmat & good driving record. 
Come by 1st & Johnson, Park 
Fuels/ Chevron, Big Spring. 
(432)263-0033.

ASSISTANT MANAGER 
full time position. 

Contact Boost Mobile 
@ e-mail 

melissa@mobileadiction.com  
or 

my-mobileaddiction.com 
for more information or call 

432-935-6755.

Assistant Manager/Collector
Security Finance is now taking 
applications. We offer benefits, 
competitive pay, and advance-
ment opportunities. Apply in 
person at 501 E. 3rd. 

ASSISTANT RETAIL
Manager (FT)

Hibbett Sports is hiring for its 
store in Big Spring, TX. Apply
at www.hibbettjobs.com. Drug 
test/crim/credit check req’d.

BLAST MASTERS has posi-
tions available for:
* Crew Tech 
starting pay $10per hour
Must    have     valid    Drivers 
License, will train, Come by 
1711  Snyder Hwy., Pick up 
application. No phone calls 
please.

CARING HEARTS Home 
Health is accepting application 
or resumes for LVN, CNA and  
Providers.. We offer Freedom 
of flexible scheduling, paper 
work made easier with lap top 
and a pleasant environment. 
Bilingual a plus. Prior  Home 
Health experience   preferred. 
Hiring Immediately.  Come by 
1900 Scurry Street.

Help Wanted
BLUE BELL Creameries is 
seeking      a     responsible, 
dependable Full Time Shipping 
Clerk. Position involves physi-
cally working with ice cream 
products in a cold environment. 
Must be 18 years old and have 
reliable     transportation.     No 
experience necessary, we will 
train. We offer competitive pay 
and great benefits. Apply in 
person at: 401 East Interstate 
20.

BLUE BELL Creameries is 
seeking a dependable, respon-
sible entry level Full Time Of-
fice Clerk for a busy office. 40 
Hour work week that will re-
quire Saturday work. Preferred 
candidates will possess 
Ten-key by touch, Excel, Word 
and other basic office skills. 
Professional telephone skills 
necessary. Great benefits + 
Competitive hourly wage. Ap-
ply in person at: 401 East Inter-
state 20.

CAT CONSTRUCTION now 
hiring Roustabout Pushers, 
Hands and Dozer Operators. 
Top Pay. Apply in person 600 
S. E.  Broadway, Coahoma.

Coastal Transport
We now have a 

$2000.00 
Sign On Bonus!

We  are  now  hiring  drivers to
deliver  petroleum  products  in
and around the Permian Basin.
Qualifications:
*Class A CDL drivers w/hazmat

and tanker endorsements
*23 years of age or older
*Scheduled Days Off
*Home Everyday

Please contact
1-888-527-7221

CROSSROADS HOSPICE is 
hiring for a part-time RN/LVN 
for patient care in the Big 
Spring & surrounding areas.
Bilingual   a   plus. Hospice 
experience preferred.
Come by  421 Main St or fax 
resume to 432.263.5304 Attn:
Debbie Read (EOE)

DAY’S INN needs Front Desk 
and Housekeeping person. 
Apply  at   Front Office @ 2701 
South Gregg Street. 

DRIVERS OPEN HOUSE
**$1500 SIGN ON BONUS**

Class A CDL
Wednesday 3/20 
from 8am to 5pm

Hampton Inn 
805 West I-20 Highway, 
Big Spring, TX 79720

BLACK HORSE CARRIERS is 
expanding into the Big Spring 
area: Looking for Class A CDL 
drivers. Mon thru Fri work 
week. Dedicated routes, Home 
daily, $1000 plus a week.
These full time positions come 
with full Benefits, 401K and 
paid vacation. If you have 3 
yrs. Exp., Hazmat Endorse-
ment  or   willing  to  obtain 
and  a  clean  MVR.  Evening 
interviews available Tuesday 
March 19th after 5pm please 
call to schedule 
(210)826-1455 or email to

pat.odocharty@
blackhorsecarriers.com  

EOE.   Drug   Testing  is  a 
condition of employment

EXPERIENCE FARM Hand 
Wanted! Call after 7:00p.m. 
(432)684-5418.

Help Wanted
HIRING EXPERIENCED 
Housekeepers- $8.50/hr.. Need 
good references and clean 
background   check.   Please 
call Priya at 432-599-1778  or 
apply in person, Super 8, Big 
Spring, TX.

EXPRESS TRANSPORT now 
hiring Vacuum Truck Drivers, 
Class A CDL required, $18.00 
per hour. Call (432)517-2959. 

HIRING EXPERIENCED blade, 
dozer and trackhoe operators. 
1-2 yrs. minimum heavy equip-
ment experienced required.
Pay DOE. Health, vision, and 
dental insurance 100% paid!
Valid DL required. Apply in 
person at 9400 S. Service Rd., 
Coahoma, TX, or call 
432-394-4604 for more infor-
mation.

IMMEDIATE OPENINGS:
CDL Driver with experience & 
Laborer for dirt construction. 
Apply at Cline Construction, 
1807 N. FM 700.

IN-HOME CAREGIVER
Comfort Keepers is seeking 
kind, caring & personable indi-
viduals to provide non-medical 
in-home care to the elderly. 
Full & Part time positions avail-
able and weekends. Flexible 
schedule. CNA’s preferred but 
not required. Must have Own 
Transportation. Please apply at 
Texas Workforce Solutions.

Join our professional cleaning 
team! Advancement opportuni-
ties. We provide paid training, 
all  necessary  supplies and 
uniform.  Must  have  own 
transportation & speak English. 
All cleaners are drug tested & 
background checked. Bonded 
and insured. Call J. Williams 
Management at 432-699-2090

JOIN OUR TEAM OF 
SHOPPERS 

You can earn $8-$10+ for 
each completed assignment. 
Visit us and apply at

www.second-to-
none.com/join

KITCHEN HELP & CARHOP. 
Must be Neat in Appearance. 
Honest & Dependable. No ex-
perience necessary will train. 
Inquire at WAGON WHEEL,
2010 Scurry St. No phone call 
Please!

LAQUINTA INN & SUITES--
Now Hiring for a Positions. 
Must be able to work week-
ends. Apply at 1102 West I-20. 
No phone calls please.

MECHANIC POSITIONS open 
at natural gas processing plant 
NE of Big Spring, TX. Excellent 
benefits.   Salary   DOE.   Mail 
resume to Plant Manager, 
11703 E FM 846, Coahoma, 
TX 79511 or FAX 
432-399-4290 or email 
carcher@wtggas.com

RUSTY'S OILFIELD Service In 
Stanton has immediate open-
ings for Mechanic, CDL Driver, 
Roustabout   Pushers   and 
Helpers.  Must  have  valid 
drivers license. Apply in per-
son at 3327 W I20 in Stanton.
432-756-2821.

Help Wanted

MOBILE  PHLEBOTOMIST
immediate               opening!
Experience Required. MUST 
be   skilled,   reliable    and 
conscientious. Early morning 
hours. Must have valid DL and 
auto insurance. Email resume 

cbaxter@
precisionlabservices.com 

Need CASHIER plus 
STOCKER.  Top Pay. Apply at 
Fast Stop, 1500 E. 4th St.

NEIGHBORS CONVENIENCE
Store now hiring cooks, cash-
iers, stockers. All Shifts. Apply 
at 3315 E. FM 700. 

PARKVIEW NURSING and 
Rehabilitation is now hiring for 
the following position:
*Nurse Aides, both certified 
and non-certified.
*Med-Aide
*Laundry / Housekeeping
We are seeking individuals that 
want a rewarding career, 
where you  actually  make a 
difference. You may apply on 
line at 
www.parkviewnursing.net 
or in person at 3200 Parkway.

PIZZA INN 
NOW HIRING COOKS. MUST 
BE AVAILABLE DAYS, 
NIGHTS, AND WEEKENDS. 
NO PHONE CALLS PLEASE. 
APPLY IN PERSON AT 1702 
GREGG. 

PIZZA INN 
NOW HIRING DELIVERY 
DRIVERS. MUST HAVE 
CLEAN DRIVING RECORD 
AND INSURANCE. MUST BE 
ABLE TO PASS DRUG TEST. 
MAKE UP TO   $12.00   PER  
HOUR. NO PHONE CALLS 
PLEASE. APPLY IN PERSON 
AT 1702 GREGG. 

PIZZA INN 
NOW HIRING WAIT STAFF. 
MUST HAVE SUPER  STAR 
PERSONALITY AND GREAT 
WORK ETHICS. MUST BE 
AVAILABLE TO WORK DAYS, 
NIGHTS, AND WEEKENDS. 
APPLY IN PERSON AT 1702 
GREGG.

THE COLORADO River Mu-
nicipal Water District, regional 
raw  water  supplier  for the 
Permian Basin, is accepting 
applications    for   following 
position.
Operations Maintenance 
Technician- Responsible for 
maintaining the District’s raw 
water pipelines, pump stations, 
and wells.  Entry to intermedi-
ate level position.
CRMWD is an equal opportu-
nity employer.  Benefits include 
health insurance, retirement 
plans, and sick, vacation and 
holiday leave.  
Applications are required and 
are available at the  District’s 
office, 400 E. 24TH Street, Big 
Spring, Texas 79720, by calling 
(432)267-6341 or 
www.crmwd.org.

WAREHOUSE/ DELIVERY 
Wanted for local Rental Store. 
Benefits include paid vacation, 
retirement & health insurance. 
Requirements are background 
check, drug screening, good 
driving record and be at least 
19 years old. Starting pay 
$8.50 per hour. Apply in per-
son, Credit World, 1611 Gregg. 

Help Wanted

NOW HIRING
for all Positions at Popey’s & 

Subway. Part-time & Full-time. 
No experience necessary. 
Must be 17yrs old or older.  

Apply in  person  at 
704 W. I-20 

at Popey’s or Subway
ask for Velma or Shaw

PRODUCTION SHIFT Workers 
Needed   for  Co-Ex  Pipe 
Company. Competitve  Pay & 
Benefitrs. Call (432)263-0206 
or come by 714 Anna Street. 

SHELL STAR STOP looking 
for new team members. Full & 
Part time employees needed. 
Apply in person at any Shell 
Star Stop in Big Spring. Drug 
Free Environment.

SHOP  HAND  NEEDED-
Must be able to read a tape 
measure. Monday thru Friday 
6:00am-4:30pm.  Call 
(432)267-4700.

T N C NEEDS 
RN’S LVN’S and C.N.A.’S 

All shifts needed 
(325)670-0090 

texasnurseconnection.com
Please call Mon-Fri 8am-5pm

VACUUM TRUCK Drivers, Me-
chanics and Conductor Crews. 
Call    325-884-2255   Apply 
Online @ Pinnergy.com

Instructional
MEDICAL CAREERS begin 
here - Train ONLINE for Allied 
Health and Medical Manage-
ment. Job placement assis-
tance.   Computer   available. 
Financial Aid if qualified. 
SCHEV certified. Call
877-692-9599 
www.CenturaOnline.com

Items for Sale
FOR SALE: Leather Sofa & 
Love seat. Almost new. Sand 
Color $1800.00 with bonus 
new coffee table. Call 
(432)466-3611.

SEASONED MESQUITE  
Firewood for Sale: $165.00 for 
half cord. Call Terry Jenkins at 
432-270-3122.

Miscellaneous
AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Train 
for hands on Aviation Career.
FAA approved program. Finan-
cial aid if qualified. Job
Placement assistance. CALL 
Aviation Institute of
Maintenance. 877-803-8630

DISH NETWORK. Starting at 
$19.99/month (for 12 mos.) & 
High Speed Internet starting at 
$14.95/month (where avail-
able.) SAVE! Ask About SAME 
DAY Installation! CALL Now!
1-800-318-9213.

On the Farm
CASH FOR YOU MINERALS! 
Producing or non-producing 
minerals. Will pay top dollar. 
Call (325)232-7813.

WE BUY Minerals  in Cline 
Shale. $1000 + acre. Quinn 
Peacock 817-894-7482.

Real Estate for Rent

!!!!COMING SOON!!!!
MIDWAY RV PARK

Midway Road
(Sand Springs)

Call 
325-450-3519 or 206-2874

for more info.

**NEW RV PARK**
Odessa 

All Bills Paid
includes WI-FI internet & Dish

(HBO, Sports and 
Outdoor Channels)

Roadrunner Trailer Park
Please Call Debbie

(432)661-6043

FORSAN ISD District- 5109 
Longshore Drive 3 bdrm, 2 
bath, fenced backyard. $1500. 
month, $1500. deposit, $35.00 
Application Fee. Background 
check required. Come by 1305 
East Airpark Drive or call Jared 
Phillips (432)816-5570.

Shroyer
Motor Co.

“The Home Of Almost Perfect Service”

Tusany Concept, One Lift Package.

2010 Yukon XL
Denali AWD

Nav., DVD, Sunroof, 
26K Miles.

2006 Mercury
Sable Premiere V6

26K Miles.

2009 GMC 
Canyon SLE2

22,000 Miles.

PONTIAC GMC
263-7625 432-770-1212 888-263-0017

233516

$22,995$55,995

$15,995$42,995

Ally 0% For 60 Mos. WAC
MSRP $81,575

New 2013 Crew Cab Duramax 4X4

2012 Yukon XL 
Denali AWD

Nav., DVD Sunroof, 8K Miles.

234392

Plant Operator
Power Resources Ltd., oper-
ated by Falcon Power Operating 
Company, an indirect subsidiary 
of CalEnergy Generation, is 
seeking a plant operator for our 
Big Spring, TX facility.

Will be responsible for effec-
tive operation and monitoring 
of plant equipment including 
gas turbines, heat recovery 
steam generators, steam tur-
bine, and associated auxiliary 
support equipment. Candidates 
should possess a HS diploma or 
GED, with 2+ years experience 
in power plant operations pre-
ferred. Employment is contin-
gent upon passing physical/drug 
screening.

For a complete job description 
and to apply online, go to 

our career page at 
www.calenergy.com 
and search “Available  

Positions”. 

An Equal Opportunity
 Employer committed to diversity.
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Let Classified Work for You!
Call 263-7331 Today!
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Quality Fence Co.
Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Finest In 
Fencing

Wood &
Chainlink

Free Estimates
432-267-3349

LANDSCAPING

FENCESFENCES

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ENTRY DOORS/
GARAGE

DOORS/OPENERS
Remodeling • Contractor

Repaired/Remodeled
Refinishing

Kitchen & Bath Specialist

BOB'S CUSTOM
WOODWORK

409 E. 3RD                                 267-5811

B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BEST IN BIG SPRING

• Residential   • Commercial
• Chain Link      • Metal
• Cedar              • Dog Kennels

Now Accepting

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!
Free Estimates

Get Our Price & Compare

Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613
1-800-525-1389

101 NW 2nd St.         Big Spring, TX  

  $55.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331  to place  your ad today!!

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Gibbs Remodeling

Room Additions, 
Drywall Hanging & Finishing, 

Bath & Kitchen Remodels, Ceramic 
Tile, Insallation & Repair.

Free Estimates
All Remodel Needs Of Any 

Room In Your Home.

Call 263-8285 or 270-3282

20
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 LAWN SERVICE

22
03
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Mowing, weedeating, haul-
ing, hedge & tree trimmings, 

cleanup of lots, alleys &
 storage buildings.

Scoggin
Lawn Service

Call 267-5460
Cell 816-6150

Top Notch Landscaping
Landscape design • Swimming pools  

Ponds • Irrigation • Rockscaping
Landscape lighting • Complete lawn care  
Pavers• Brick & stone• Patios & walkways  

Complete tree service • Retaining walls  
Commercial & Residential 

(432) 213-0031
Free Estimates

 HOME IMPROVEMENT
RS

HOME REPAIR
Remodeling - Kitchen and Baths.

Interior & Exterior Painting
Our Specialty

Add On's
Garage Door Repair

FREE ESTIMATES
Randy Smith-Owner
(432) 816-3030

CONCRETE
STUCCO

DRIVEWAYS
SIDEWALKS

BLOCK FENCES

Chico and Sons
Concrete

(432) 816-6561
Insured & Bonded For Your Protection

22
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HOME IMPROVEMENT

J&J
HANDYMAN

Garage Doors, Air-conditions,
Fixture, Paint, Drywall, 

Carpentry...
Home Remodeling,
Hardwood Floors.

Small Jobs? Small Prices
432-816-0658

www.jnjhandyman.com

23
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JOHNNY FLORES
ROOFING

Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.
All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.

Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs
and

Doctor of Repairs!
Free Estimates!!

Big Spring & Surrounding Areas.

267-1110

ROOFINGPEST CONTROL

Southwestern
A-1 Pest Control

432.263.0441

2008 Birdwell Lane
www.swa1pc.com

Max F. Moore

 PLUMBING

Expert Plumbing 
and

Drain Cleaning 
Service

Call

(432) 270-3911
M-36107

20
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TREE TRIMMING

LUPE'S TREE
TRIMMING

More than 20 years of experience. 
Stump grinder available. For Tree 

Trimming and removal.
CALL

Lupe Villalpando
432-268-6406
432-213-1451

 WATER WELLS

Choate Well
Service

For all your water well needs.
All major credit cards accepted

Call (432) 393-5231
Family Owned Business

For 55 Yrs.

21
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WINDOW TINT

23
06

67C & D Truck
Accessories

2706 N. Hwy. 87
432-263-3600

Tint
Cars, Trucks and 

Houses
5 year limited warranty

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

22
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BDA Companies
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL
ROOFING - PAINTING

MASTER REMODELER
METAL BUILDINGS

(432) 263-1580
FAX

(432) 263-3711
CELL

(432) 517-0133ROBERT P. SHAFFER
OWNER

TAX SERVICES

FAST CASH
On Income Tax Refund

TAX ASSOCIATES
      406 Runnels

             (Across from Bargain Mart)

CALL

(432) 264-7515
“Se Habla Espanol”

231169

CONCRETE

22
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Quality Concrete
and

Metal Building
Residential and Commercial
Garage • Shed • Carports, 

etc.
NO JOB TOO SMALL

CALL
816-6839

HOME IMPROVEMENT

23
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TIMMY D'S
 ROOFING

Metal-Shingle-Flat Roofs
Whole/Patch Job

Home Remodeling
FREE ESTIMATE

Satisfaction Guaranteed

(432) 935-1835

METAL ART

23
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DON'S METAL ART
432-934-5131

6605 N. SERVICE RD.
I-20 EXIT 184

BIG SPRING, TX 
boyhowdy32@hotmail.com

O O

LAWN SERVICE

23
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M&S
 Lawn Care

Tree Service
Complete Lawn Care

Large Lot Mowing 
up to 2 acres

Senior Discount
(432) 517-5554

432-466-5620

23
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HOME IMPROVEMENT

CARPET CLEANING

23
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TREE TRIMMING

Monico's
Yards & Trees

READERS'
CHOICE

2012
Mow Lawns and Prune Trees

432-213-2608              432-263-5461

"Best Lawn Care Service"

23
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LOT CLEAN-UP

23
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Lot/Yard/
Construction 

Clean-up
Debris Removal

No Job Too Big or Small

Call Chris
(432) 213-5803

TREE TRIMMING

23
44

95

Roberson 
Spring Tree 

Trimming And
Lawn Cleanup.

Call

(432) 935-1446

TUTOR

234494

ADVERTISING

23
32
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Full Color Banners
And Business Cards

Plus
Thousands of

Promotional Products
Delma Rubio 213-2581
Rudy Lozano 213-6403

D & R Enterprises

LAWN SERVICE
23

32
38

BIG SPRING
LAWN CARE

(432) 270-7733
We will mow, edge, 

weedeater, flower beds, 
trimming, clean alleys & 

lots. All of your lawn care. 
FREE ESTIMATES

HOME IMPROVEMENT

23
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Quality Handyman 
Services

Carpentry, Cabinets, 
Ceramic Tile, Laminate-
Wood Flooring, Painting 

and Drywall 

432-770-9516
stcquality@aol.com

ROOFING

23
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Larry's Roofing
and Tree Trimming

Comp & Dimensionals
Torch Down Roll

Roofing
Add On's & Additions

Patch Jobs
Free Estimates

Call
432/270/8049

CONTRACTORS

23
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T&P CONSTRUCTION
(All Remodeling)

Stucco, Brick,
 Driveways
Side Walks
House Slab

Block Fences
Call

(432) 213-5983

TREE TRIMMING

23
34
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M&S
 Lawn Care

Tree Service
Complete Lawn Care

Large Lot Mowing 
up to 2 acres

Senior Discount
(432) 517-5554
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Tomorrow’s HoroscopeReal Estate for Rent

OASIS    RV Park-   Now 
have  New   Spaces  Available,  
(1) Travel Trailer & also have 
(1) 42X60  Shop for Rent. Call 
Ginger 432-213-5122.

PONDEROSA APARTMENT
Now Leasing 
1 & 2 Bdrms

Pools & covered parking
No application fees
Senior Discounts

1425 East 6th Street
(432)263-6319

RV COURT has Spaces for 
Rent, also have RV trailers on 
lots for Rent. All Bills Paid. Call 
(432)263-3461- Irma.

Real Estate for Sale
2 BRAND New  Homes in 
Highland South on 1/2 acre 
each. Both are 3/2 home. One 
is 2058 sq. ft. the other is 2089 
sq. ft.. For more info call 
(432)816-3877.

LAKE HOUSE Colorado City, 
3/2, carport. Deeded Lot West 
Side, $89,500.00. Call 
432-517-0468.

NEWLY REMODELED & 
UPDATED HOME, 

1419 Sycamore: 3 bedrooms, 1 
bath, 2 living areas, plus bonus 
room, 2 car garage. All this and 
more for $79,900. Call Sue @ 
432-631-0897, Owner/broker.

Legals
NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR 
COMMERCIAL DISPOSAL WELL
PERMIT IN A NON PRODUCTIVE 

FORMATION
Petroplex SWD System, LLC,  P.O. 
Box 1873,  Midland, Texas  79702 
is   applying   to  the  Railroad 
Commission  of  Texas  for  a 
COMMERCIAL DISPOSAL WELL 
PERMIT to dispose of produced 
salt water or other oil and gas 
waste by well injection into a po-
rous formation not productive of oil 
or gas.  The applicant proposes to 
dispose of oil and gas waste into 
the San Andres Formation, Glaspie 
SWD Lease, well number 1.  The 
proposed disposal well is located 
9.9 miles northwest of Garden City, 
Texas in the Spraberry (Trend 
Area) Field, in Glasscock County. 
Fluid waste will be injected into 
strata   in  the  subsurface  depth 
interval from 2800 to 5000 feet.
LEGAL AUTHORITY:  Chapter 27 
of the Texas Water Code, as 
amended, Title 3 of the Texas 
Natural Resources Code, as 
amended, and the Statewide Rules 
of the Oil and Gas Division of the 
Railroad Commission of Texas.
Requests for a public hearing from 
persons who can show they are 
adversely affected or requests for 
further information concerning any 
aspect of the application should be 
submitted in writing, within fifteen 
days of publication, to the Environ-
mental Services Section, Oil and 
Gas Division, Railroad Commission 
of Texas, P.O. Box 12967, Austin, 
Texas 78711 (Telephone 
512-463-6792).
#7704 March 19, 2013

Mercury Favors 
Silent Speaking 

Listening doesn’t only happen
in the ears. Many elementary
school teachers are effectively
using silent hand signals in the
classroom to encourage support
and meta-cognition in students. I
bring it up because during the
current Mercury and Jupiter
square, the best
messages of all will
come wrapped in
silence. 

ARIES (March 21-
April 19). Making a
mistake once
creates a neural
pathway in your
brain that is easy to
follow the next time
and the next. That’s
why an extra dose
of consciousness is
needed to avoid
making the same mistake twice. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
It’s no mystery what makes
people feel better. Health is
essential. The choices you make
to promote health — yours and
others’ — will ripple out to
impact the entire planet. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
Your guiding planet, Mercury, is
taking a stand against avarice.
Repelled by the greed you see,
you’ll fight. The best way to
defeat such evil is with love and
generosity for those who need it. 

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
Passions may drive you to
success, but it’s consistent

habits that will keep you there.
Think about what you will have
to do to make success a fixture
in your daily life. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). There’s
nothing out there that’s too hard
for you to get now. You just have
to know what to focus on and
what to ignore. Breaking down
information into chunks will
help, and so will a good teacher. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
You’re no puppet, so avoid the
ones who try to trigger your
reaction by pulling emotional
strings. Make it known that you
are your own boss. With your
talents and cleverness, you can
always find new resources. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23).
Regardless of how much formal
schooling you may or may not
have, there are holes in your
education. It will feel wonderful
to fill them. You will pick up
knowledge wherever you look
for it.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
You’ll be working in a group to
accomplish a project. Keep in
mind that most people will be
more sensitive than they let on.
Remember who said what,
because later it will be
important to credit the right
people. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). Your guiding planet, Jupiter,
is becoming mighty annoyed
with Mercury’s retrograde
tricks. You’ll be inspired to
make a sweeping gesture of
improvement to restore

cleanliness and order to your
world. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19).
The sense of relief you feel is
related to the recent change of
the moon and the knowledge
that you don’t have to do
everything alone. You have
partners you can count on.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
If your brain feels tired, it’s
something you can be proud of.
Your activities take a lot of
mental effort. You work hard
every day. Your success comes
because you make the effort. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). If
a solution comes easily, you’ll
move to a new problem. If not,
you’ll approach again and again.
So don’t worry about how long it
takes to get to an answer. For as
long as you are alive, you will be
working on a problem.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY (March
9). You make a heroic effort to
embrace the more challenging
aspects of your life with love,
and this makes all things
possible. You’ll have a
breakthrough in April. June
unites you with a cause. May
features an important piece of
paper. A winning of some kind
can be invested in August to
lucrative effect. Taurus and
Sagittarius people adore you.
Your lucky numbers are: 12, 1, 4,
33 and 29. 

ASTROLOGICAL
QUESTIONS: “My 9-year-old
Libra is having trouble with
mean girls at school. The

problem is that it’s not the same
girls. She’s been in completely
different classrooms, and
eventually the same dynamic
always seems to emerge. One
counselor suggested that since
the common denominator in
each scenario is my daughter,
maybe she’s doing something to
encourage the other children to
pick on her. My daughter is
pretty, smart and well dressed.
There’s nothing that stands out
about her that says “pick on me”
except maybe that she’s pretty
and others are jealous. What
should I do? Try
homeschooling?” 

Your Libra is a lover, not a
fighter. She may be
unconsciously seeking approval
from the other girls — a sign of
weakness that bullies can’t
resist. Before you try
homeschooling, seize this chance
to help your daughter acquire
social tools that will be useful
for a lifetime. There are many
resources out there now — even
social coaches — so read up and
apply the techniques. Approach
the issue with all the
seriousness and follow-through
you would apply to any
important school project. How to
get along is perhaps one of the
best things to learn in school. 

If you would like to write to Holiday Mathis,
please go to www.creators.com and click on
“Write the Author” on the Holiday Mathis page,
or you may send her a postcard in the mail. To
find out more about Holiday Mathis and read
her past columns, visit the Creators Syndicate
Web page at www.creators.com.

© 2013 CREATORS.COM

Dear Annie: As a geriatrician,
I know how thrilled patients are
when they are released from the
hospital and how upsetting it is
to be readmitted a few weeks, or
even just days, later.

One in five older patients is
readmitted to the hospital within
30 days of leaving it. Each year,
these repeat hospital visits add
billions of dollars to national
health care costs. Fortunately,
there are things people can do.

Patients and their family
members should question their
doctors, nurses and pharmacists
about anything they don’t
understand. If questions aren’t
answered, miscommunication or
misunderstandings can lead to

complications. 
Patients should repeat the

instructions back to their
doctors and nurses. That
demonstrates whether or not
they understand what to do.
Most important, patients should
leave the hospital with a written
plan that includes information
on how to take care of their
condition, when their follow-up
visits will be, what medications
to take and complications to
watch for. 

We’ve put together a patient
checklist and care transition
plan that anyone can download
at www.CareAboutYourCare.org.
Thank you for sharing this
information and for helping
people stay well. — Risa Lavizzo-
Mourey, MD, President and CEO,
Robert Wood Johnson
Foundation

Dear Dr. Lavizzo-Mourey:
Thank you so much for sharing
this practical and worthwhile
information with our readers.
Everyone going to the hospital
should take this information
with them. Please make sure
that you, a family member or a
friend has all of the information
before you are discharged. It
could keep you from a return
visit.

Dear Annie: My brother just
got engaged. He and his
girlfriend have two kids.
Usually, this is a happy time for
families, but eight months ago,
my brother’s fiancee cheated on
him. We weren’t sure the
younger child was my brother’s,
but he took a DNA test that
proved she is his little girl. 

At that time, my brother
decided to keep his family
together and work things out,
which I greatly admire. But we
just found out that his fiancee is
talking, emailing and texting the
guy she cheated with. My
brother still wants the wedding
to go on and would like the rest
of us to mind our own business. 

Annie, I really think this is a
bad decision for my brother. I
worry his girlfriend will
continue to cheat and hurt my
brother over and over. Do I say
something, or keep my mouth
shut and plaster on a fake smile?
— Love My Brother 

Dear Love Your Brother: Say
nothing more. Your brother
knows how you feel, and he has
asked you to accept his decision.
He understands the
consequences. We think he
would greatly appreciate your
support right now, and we hope
you can plaster on that smile

and provide it.

Dear Annie: This is for all
those retirees who don’t know
what to do with themselves. 

A year ago, my health forced
me into an early retirement. All
of my co-workers and most of
my friends lived far from my
home. 

During my first week off, I
heard of a yoga class at the local
senior center. As a baby boomer,
I thought I was too young to go
to a “senior” center. But that one
class has led to a group of
retired educators, like me, who
go bicycling twice a week in
good weather and meet for lunch
in the cold season. 

I volunteer at the senior
center, take painting classes at a
local art center and meet lots of
retired folks with similar
interests. I have made some good
friends, found a great traveling
companion and have a lot of fun. 

Please point early retirees to
senior centers. Remember that
you need to go somewhere at
least half a dozen times before
you begin to feel at home. —
Retired and Busy

Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy Mitchell
and Marcy Sugar, longtime editors of the Ann
Landers column. Please email your questions to
anniesmailbox@comcast.net, or write to: Annie’s
Mailbox, c/o Creators Syndicate, 737 3rd Street,
Hermosa Beach, CA 90254. 

© 2013 CREATORS.COM
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Today is Tuesday, March 19, 
the 78th day of 2013. There are 
287 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in 
History:

On March 19, 2003, President 
George W. Bush ordered the 
start of war against Iraq. 
(Because of the time difference, 
it was early March 20 in Iraq.)

On this date:
In 1687, French explorer 

Rene-Robert Cavelier, Sieur de 
La Salle — the first European 
to navigate the length of the 
Mississippi River — was mur-
dered by mutineers in present-
day Texas.

In 1863, the Confederate 
cruiser Georgianna, on its 
maiden voyage, was scuttled 
off Charleston, S.C., to prevent 
it from falling into Union 
hands.

In 1918, Congress approved 
Daylight-Saving Time.

In 1920, the Senate rejected, 
for a second time, the Treaty of 
Versailles (vehr-SY’) by a vote 
of 49 in favor, 35 against, falling 
short of the two-thirds majority 

needed for approval.
In 1931, Nevada Gov. Fred B. 

Balzar signed a measure legal-
izing casino gambling.

In 1943, gangster Frank Nitti, 
leader of Al Capone’s Chicago 
Outfit, shot himself to death in 
a railroad yard.

In 1945, 724 people were killed 
when a Japanese dive bomber 
attacked the carrier USS 
Franklin off Japan; the ship, 
however, was saved. Adolf 
Hitler issued his so-called 
“Nero Decree,” ordering the 
destruction of German facili-
ties that could fall into Allied 
hands.

In 1953, the Academy Awards 
ceremony was televised for the 
first time; “The Greatest Show 
on Earth” was named best pic-
ture of 1952.

In 1962, Bob Dylan’s first 
album, titled “Bob Dylan,” was 
released by Columbia Records.

In 1965, the wreck of the 
Confederate cruiser Georgianna 
was discovered by E. Lee 
Spence, 102 years to the day 
after it had been scuttled.

In 1979, the U.S. House of 
Representatives began televis-
ing its day-to-day business.

In 1993, Supreme Court 
Justice Byron R. White 
announced plans to retire. 

(White’s departure paved the 
way for Ruth Bader Ginsburg 
to become the court’s second 
female justice.)

Today’s Birthdays: Former 
White House national security 
adviser Brent Scowcroft is 88. 
Theologian Hans Kung is 85. 
Jazz musician Ornette Coleman 
is 83. Author Philip Roth is 80. 
Actress Renee Taylor is 80. 
Actress-singer Phyllis Newman 
is 80. Actress Ursula Andress is 
77. Singer Clarence “Frogman” 
Henry is 76. Singer Ruth 
Pointer (The Pointer Sisters) is 
67. Actress Glenn Close is 66. 
Film producer Harvey 
Weinstein is 61. Actor Bruce 
Willis is 58. Playwright Neil 
LaBute is 50. Actor Connor 
Trinneer is 44. 

© 2013 The Associated Press.
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Adults and Pediatrics
Urology

Flu Shots
Available Now

- Office Treatment of Enlarged
  Prostate Profile (instead of Surgery)

- Urinary Bladder Control
  Problem with Medication
  (Simple Outpatient Procedure Available)

- Kidney Stones with Laser &
  Shockwave Technology Available
   Locally 24/7

- Sexual Dysfunction

- Low Testosterone Syndrome

- Vasectomies

(432) 714-4600
1501 W. 11th Place Suite 103

Big Spring, Tx 79720

Dr. Rudy Haddad
Board Certified in Urology

Fellow American College of Surgeons

220755

MANUEL R. CARRASCO, MD
CERTIFIED BY THE AMERICAN BOARD 

OF INTERNAL MEDICINE

239703

AREAS OF INTEREST: 

GENERAL INTERNAL
 MEDICINE- ADULT MEDICINE SPECIALIST.

ASTHMA,
 CHRONIC BRONCHITIS,

HYPERTENSION, JOINT PAIN
TESTOSTERONE 
MANAGEMENT,

LOW SEX DRIVE,
WEIGHT LOSS.

                                                                                      Practice is recognized
as delivering excellent

care in Diabetes
per Blue Cross

and Blue Shield.

Flu vaccines
available.

Bilingual 
Serving Big Spring Since 1993

1501 W. 11th Place • Suite 302  
432-714-4500

Available at

Howard County
Feed & Supply

Weed & Feed

701 E. 2nd                267-6411
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HAWKS
Continued from Page 8

of a sold-out crowd 
before they can advance 
to the next round. 

The HCC Blue Drag-
ons won Region VI 
outright, but Adams 
and the Hawks — who 
received an at-large bid 
to the tourney after a 
60-59 loss to NMJC in the 
Region V championship 
— have some experience 
on their side. 

Adams brought home 
a national title from 
Hutchinson in 2010, and 
this is Howard College’s 
eighth overall appear-
ance at the national 
tourney. 

Today marks the 
first meeting between 
Howard College  and 
Hutchinson since 1993.

“We’re going to have 

to play poised and keep 
our composure,” Adams 
said of today’s matchup 
against the Blue Drag-
ons. 

“It’s certainly going 
to be a challenge for us. 
They haven’t been there 
in, I think, 16 years, so 
they have been waiting 
for this game for a long, 
long time. If we shoot 
the ball well — which 
has always been our 
strong suit — and we 
can rebound a little bet-
ter, we have a chance to 
win.”

Tip off is slated for 6:30 
p.m. today. The game 
will be broadcast on 
KBYG and KBST and 
results will appear in 
tomorrow’s edition of 
the Herald.

Contact Sports Editor 
Brian McCormack at 
263-7331 ext. 237.

MAVS
Continued from Page 8

points and Chris Kaman 
had 14 for Dallas. Led 
by Collison, the 
Mavericks had three 

reserves in double fig-
ures. Vince Carter had 
13 and Brandan Wright 
12.

The Mavericks were 
playing their fourth 
game in five nights, but 
they appeared to play 
with more energy than 

the Hawks.
“We really had no an-

swer for them,” Drew 
said. “We looked like 
we were a step slow. ... 
We didn’t guard. We 
had no defensive pres-
ence whatsoever.”

The Mavericks’ 68 
first-half points were 
also the most allowed 
by the Hawks this sea-
son. Dallas outscored 
Atlanta 34-25 in the 
opening period.

“They were by far the 
more aggressive team 
tonight,” Horford said.

“They really pushed 
the tempo. I think what 
killed us was those (15) 
turnovers. Those were 
deflating. We’re on the 
break, we’re about to 
score and we throw 
the ball away. I think 
that’s what really set 

the tone in the game.”
Collison had 18 points 

in the half as the Mav-
ericks made 29 of 46 
shots (63 percent). The 
Hawks couldn’t keep 
pace despite shooting 56 
percent (19 of 35) from 
the field.

There was a delay af-
ter the third quarter 
when a Hawks cheer-
leader, identified by 
the team only by her 
first name of Kristen, 
slipped and hit the back 
of her head and neck 
during a dance routine. 
She did not lose con-
sciousness, according 
to the Hawks, and was 
taken from the court 
on a stretcher. She was 
released Monday night 
after being examined 
at the Atlanta Medical 
Center.

Darvish scratched with 
stiff neck, Lowe fills in

SURPRISE, Ariz. (AP) 
— Derek Lowe took ad-
vantage of an opportu-
nity that arose when Yu 
Darvish was scratched 
from his start with neck 
stiffness to enhance his 
chances to make the 
Texas Rangers.

Lowe pitched three 
scoreless innings and 
Ian Kinsler had a two-
run homer among his 
three hits and the Rang-
ers beat the Kansas 
City Royals 8-2 Monday 
night.

The Rangers scratched 
Darvish, the Japanese 
star who won 16 games 
as a rookie, with what 
the club termed a “very 
minor” neck strain.

“I think today was ob-
viously Darvish not be-
ing able to start,” Lowe 
said. “I was scheduled to 

pitch two innings. You 
never like to see any-
body get injured, but it 
actually worked out in 
my favor to get an extra 
inning out of it.”

Lowe, who signed a mi-
nor league contract with 
the Rangers on March 
6, gave up three singles, 
walked one and struck 
out three against a Roy-
als’ club that entered 
the game with a spring 
training-best .335 bat-
ting average. He threw 
28 strikes in 47 pitches 
in his second outing.

“It was a lot better, a 
lot better breaking ball, 
command of the sinker 
was a lot better,” Lowe 
said. 

Lowe  has been a clos-
er and a starter. Last 
season he went 8-10 with 
a 5.52 ERA in 21 starts. 

Baylor, ND, UConn and Stanford 
are top NCAA women’s seeds

If that NCAA women’s tourna-
ment bracket looks familiar, it 
should.

Baylor, Connecticut, Notre 
Dame and Stanford all earned 
No. 1 seeds when the field was 
announced Monday night.

Those four schools are in the 
top slots for the second straight 
year — the first time that’s ever 
happened in NCAA tournament 
history.

The similarity to 2012 doesn’t 
stop there. Three of the No. 2 
seeds are repeaters from last 
year also.

“We probably all knew who the 
No. 1 seeds were,” Baylor coach 
Kim Mulkey said.

Unlike the men’s side, where 
it was a topsy-turvy season with 
major upsets seemingly every 
week, women’s basketball hasn’t 
had the same parity. The top six 
teams in the final Associated 
Press poll only had two losses 
outside of each other, the fewest 
by far since writers began vot-
ing for the AP’s No. 1 in the 1994-
95 season.

“To think that the rest of the 
field is going to catch up to Bay-
lor or Notre Dame or the top four 
or five teams in the country this 
year is probably unrealistic,” 
UConn coach Geno Auriemma 
said. “But I think all those teams 
between five and 12 are way bet-
ter than they’ve ever been.”

The women’s basketball mad-
ness gets started Saturday — the 
first step en route to the Final 
Four, which begins April 7 in 
New Orleans.

Mulkey hopes to make it there 
with her Lady Bears. For the 
NCAA selection show, the Loui-

siana native wore a black shirt 
featuring a bedazzled fleur-de-
lis along with New Orleans in 
print.

“I can’t hide the fact that I want 
to go New Orleans pretty bad,” 
Mulkey said.

Last season, Baylor was trying 
to becoming the first team to win 
40 games in a season. Now the 
Lady Bears are just focused on 
becoming the fourth team to win 
consecutive national champion-
ships, joining Tennessee, UConn 
and Southern California.

“Nothing’s different this year,” 
Griner said. “Our goal is to win 
the six games and win the na-
tional championship.”

Standing in the way could be 
Tennessee. The Lady Vols, who 
have made every NCAA tourna-
ment since it began in 1982, are 
the No. 2 seed in Baylor’s region. 
This will be the first time that 
coach Pat Summitt won’t be on 
the sidelines. Summitt stepped 
down after last season because 
she had been afflicted with ear-
ly onset dementia, Alzheimer’s 
type.

“The whole season has been 
different, and at times, it’s hard,” 
said longtime assistant Holly 
Warlick, who took over this sea-
son and guided the Lady Vols to 
an SEC regular season title. 

While Tennessee set the stan-
dard in women’s basketball, 
Stanford has been one of the 
most dominant teams lately.

The Cardinal will try and 
reach the Final Four for a sixth 
straight season and end Hall of 
Fame coach Tara VanDerveer’s 
21-year drought without a na-
tional championship.

Led by junior star Chiney Og-
wumike, Stanford may already 
have the most impressive win 
this season, ending Baylor’s 42-
game winning streak in Novem-
ber. That’s the only loss the de-
fending national champion Lady 
Bears suffered this season.

The Cardinal, who will open 
up against Tulsa at home on Sun-
day, could face No. 2 seed Cali-
fornia in the regional final. The 
Golden Bears shared the Pac-12 
title with Stanford this season 
after ending the Cardinal’s 81-
game conference winning streak 
in January.

Notre Dame will be trying to 
make it back to a third straight 
national championship game. 
The Irish, led by senior guard 
Skylar Diggins, have already 
had an incredible season losing 
only to Baylor. Notre Dame won 
its first Big East tournament 
championship last Tuesday and 
also went undefeated in the con-
ference in the regular season.

Unlike the other three No. 1 
seeds, who are playing at home, 
the Irish will open up on the 
road against Tennessee-Martin. 
Potentially they could face host 
Iowa in the second round.

“Lower-seeded team playing 
on higher-seeded floors is part 
of our format,” NCAA selection 
committee chair Carolayne Hen-
ry said. “We looked at putting 
Notre Dame in Columbus. But 
to make our bracket work, we 
weren’t able to put Notre Dame 
there.”

Notre Dame coach Muffet 
McGraw said the Irish will just 
have to live with it.

“It’s disappointing,” she said.  
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We’re on the hunt for artists!

First Prize in each age
 category!

Winners will be notified!
Good Luck, EveryBunny!!

Now let’s hop to it: Decorate 
this Easter picture with your favorite 
colors, then send it to us for your 
chance to win!
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Flo-Lite
Screen Printing

Coming
 Soon!
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A BIGGER
& Better Selection

Rules
Coloring Contest Rules

1. Contest is open to children ages 3-11. Contest will be judged 
    in the following categories: Ages 3-5, ages 6-8; ages, 9-11.

2. Contestants may use crayons, markers or colored pencils to
    color the picture. Adults may assist in completing the
    Contest Entry Form, but may not assist in coloring.

3. Entries are considered property of this newspaper and 
    may be printed by this newspaper.

4. Decisions are made final and at the discretion of the
    Big Spring Herald.

Coloring Contest Entry Form

Child’s Name: __________________________________        Age: ________________________________

Parent’s Name: _________________________________       Phone: _______________________________

Drop off at the Big Spring Herald office at 710 Scurry St. by Friday, March 22.
Winners will be announced on Easter, March 31st
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