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Bill splits I-14 into two West Texas routes | Council to
Conaway: Route would serve more traffic, larger population look at

By Trever Hawes known as Ports to Forts, I-14’s western Babin's plan proposes converting both
thawes@mrt.com termenus wouki be at 1-10 and U S. routes into interstate, with the northern

' Route 190, near lraan. US 190 would route dubbed 1-14 North and the southern
Plans for Interstate 14 have been hmﬂdhl-lﬂw&dy.ndth route named [- 14 South.
expanded, and the Texas Department of  Project would continue castward. Rep. Mike Conaway of Midiand

Transportation will have a say inhowa  The Midland-Odessa Transportation  cosigned the legislation, even though his
portion of the project is executed. Alliance i recent years has lobbied own ball filed in January calls for chang-
Rep. Brian Babin of Beaumont, who 0 move the western terminus lo the ing the I-14 route 1o Midland-Odessa. ersonne

sits on the House Transportation and Midiand-Odessa area |-14 would stan However, the congressman isn 't entirely p
Infrastructure Committee, recently at West Loop 338 in Odessa and would keen on tuming the
submitted a bill that would extend I-14 10 be in dual-designation with 1-20 until it southern route into interstate. » .9
Mississippr and effectively would bring reaches State Highway 158 in Midland, “Having it go through a more po CIes
two brand new interstates 1o West Texas.  which along with U S. 87 would be con-

verted (o terstate until it meets Brady. Please see SPLITS/4A

S g R B Changes called for after former
MPD chief received an amount equal
to six months 'salary

REPALS | zopeeceee

Mnm&yc
expands the list of “no obligation™ ﬁﬂltnr

memnt of severance.
The move follows the departure of the
former police chief earlier this year Henry was
termunated afier a city mvestigation showed
he violated two policies or standards of city of
Midland Personnel Pohaes, specifically those
deahing with harassment There was consider-
able community feedback after it was disclosed
m-ymm.m equal 1o six months
of salary — as directed in the city's current
Pl e commci’y workshop this ey
s spring,
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Balmorhea learning to live with oil boom | for new fire
By John MacCormack Department County.
Lo T mhemdmienadeien ol ol TS st atis b ol i
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dmm- .hh-::_-::: by A charming and quamt town of shout Fire Statson 11 will be located on five

PR e o S
because of struchurs demage
stations
S Autonte Bupvems-Nos instcad. he said, engmneens suspect The play may yreld 3 ballon barreds
“The area where we had the problem i the nation's hotiest oil plary The caty of Mdland needs a pair of new fire
Park 0 swimemers. hearts around Texss of water that crodes the side of  ; an umspoiled region that not only day t0 authorize the ssusnce of a request for
energy boom. some feared dnlimg. he sasd, and until then, the 80-year old Drilling won 't extend © Chht-hghﬂnhmfh
mﬁd as Ewrope, will rematn closed Large The announcement brought anxety dum ndicates the budgeted amount for both
nothing 10 do with the oil boom or carth-  Houston-based Apache Corp. shook  erwise drsb and dusty comer of Texas. will be $8.9 miffion.
hhﬂm High ficdd m southwestern Reeves Please see BALMORHEA /4A Please see DESICN/AA
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crashing down?

By Jill Cowan
The Dallas Morning News
it hardly feels hke news
anymore that North Texas’

economy is chuming.

booming economy come

“ .

region.”

Irving metro division is in
a late expansion penod, the
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stretched.

If California’s non-coast-
dmmmmhﬁl
observers is that the U.S.
won't see a downtumn for
another year Or so.

“Sometime in 2020
mbhl:ﬂ
the risks may be at a
next year, thanks in par to
thcl'edullu_:mhﬂ.

could be a sign that things
And that's when reces-
sion will likely hit.
Cochrane said that
Zrowing CONSensus among
economists and other

are

Moody's business cycle

That means the arca has
less slack in the economic
are starting to nse.

“Late expansion arcas
constrants to growth,
Cochrane smid. “Lack of
labor, lack of resources,
lack of ability to build
enough homes.”

Without those resources,
growth starts to flatten out
— and that’s exactly what

The state has been adding
Steve Cochrane, manag-
ing director at Moody's

All of which has left
Analytics, and his col-

ployers are strugghng to fill
economusts trying to

nearly a year and a half. Em-
one another for top talent.
figure out the answer to an
tion: When will it end?
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And this time, Cochrane

said, Dallas and its
Mﬂuﬂnwh

is expected to rise, which
could prompt an increase
m short-term interest

could be harder hit by a re-
wumn-m

toll Mcanwhnle, inflation

35 comdor is in late expan-

arca slong Texas' Interstate
sion, except Fort Worth.

Auto loans
es have a

fore he really gets wormed.

rent data we have on the

matory in Madland, Texas.
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Al the moment, the

Southeast inchudes some
metro arcas, like in the

said. Industnal production
gets at the manufactuning

regional economy,” he
health, house prices are a

[
.m
o

. _ if there was a
mid-expansion lemitory - consumer downturn
as are some metros in the

Carolinas, that are still m
Midwest

" But whatever i is

H cause the next reces-
Ildtltr“cwhichm
are hit hardest.

Nevertheless, Cochrane
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“if those two arcas stan

10 get more green on the

map, 50 10 speak.” he saad,
“that would be an indica-

increasing amount of
tughtness throughout the

i
Hikd

proxy for personal wealth
because that's where

serves as an indicator of
mvestment spending

peopic build most of their

You can probably guess
where Dallas has been in

the progression for roughly  tion we're getting an cver

the past year.

Yep, the Dallas-Plano-

Texas Democrats OK with
‘pot-smoking lesbian coalition’ label Democrats have their

By Erica Grieder

B COMMENTARY

sions, not & law.

.| warts and a superstar

sought hes
order 0 continue

Houston Chronicle
Texas Democrats had high hopes at the

beginning of the 2014 midierm cycle. That

By Ken Herman
Austin

things,” wrote Abbott, who
current office in 2014 in

And this year — despute the Republican
Party of Texas' hurch 1o the right and the

clection of Donald
MM

made their defeat that year all the more

the Texas
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e wes ot the top of the baliot — snd i's hard
that 1 wasn 't
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Rep. Beto O"Rourke, has
interest, but he's from El
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B Summer Kud's Art Camp: Owter Space
Week. For 413, am-2 Kid's and
Carvas 3300 N. Midialt $45 per
day. $150 all lowr deys. lknddsart com.

8 Grub Burger Bar Proft Share benefiting
the Midiand Mumane Cosllion, 11 am.-W0pm,
4400 N. Midiand Drive. indorm the cashier you
are there for MHC.

B SoGris STEM Camp will screen the
W‘Mﬂhﬂﬂr ﬂd’ ©
sngineenng, scence and more for ages 8-12,
4515 pm., Midiand County Public Library
Cemtennial branch, 2511 W 250N

] S p.m., Tall Chy VFW Post 7208,
136 E Ave Chidren weicome

8 Open Nights are hosted by the Mid-
land Gem and Sociely and b he
public. 5:30-9 pm., 602 S. Main S can
waich members cut rock and work on lapidary

Bridge tﬁpn.zl-
”:tht-&rm

=
Bridge Center. 913
ndormation call 682-8585.

8 Moncay Mayhem lsatures unimasd bowl-
ng for $14 09 with iree shoe rentals alter 8 pm.
Bowlero, 5320 W. Loop 250 N. bowlero.com.

8 Death Vialley High, 7 p.m., Desert Flower
m-dWEJ&HLh“
B Bandstand the Broaowey Musical” 7
pm.. Regel Tall City Staduan 14, 4915 SW Loop

250 N $19 45 fahomevents com

B Swdo Ghibi Fest 2018 “Fom Polo’

{subliled). 7 pm._, Tall Clly Stadium 14 4915

Washingion
Ave s closed todey

The entry ise lor both poois & $) per person.
Chwiciren unter 2 are iree

Yo mtbon Bl schond
b earsph

@ VBS 2078 Bible Boot Camp: The Full
Armor of God 8 30-8 30 p m_today hrough

e m p — —

Keeping cool at Bible school

]
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Bella Gonzales, lsft. and Lilly Conde, right, pass water balloons during vacation Bible school on June 20 st First Chrislian

Church.

1305 N Midtand Drnve.
@ VBS 2018 Shpwrecked Rescusd by
Jesus’ for cheidren 1 pre-andergarien 10 suth
grade 5 30-8 pm Mondey Svough Thursday
ot First Methodist Midland, 300 N Mam St
fretmethodstmediand Comvds.
B VES 2018 Ganw On' Gearmg
For Lilw's Big Game " Dinner served
Tranaportation can be provided by a0
2604685 6-8 30 pm Monday Bvough 4+
Macedonis Baptist Church, 201 S. Carver S
8 VBS 2018 “Shpwrecked Rescued by
Josus” kv children I pre-kanderparten 1o sodh
grade 6-8.30 pm Mondey trough Fridey of
h:ua--m-mo-nmu
.l-
B VES 2018 “A Juge” features classes

for chiren andt adults 5 309 30 pm Mondsy

Pwough Fridey af iglesis Bautists Betel, 3229
W Olwo Ave

Toutmy in betoey

Today & Monday June 25, e 1788 day of
2018 There are 188 Gays oft n e year

o Thee Gee

in 1938, the Far Lsbor Stendards Act of
1938 was snacted

i 1947, “The Diary of & Young Girt” e
persoral pumel of Arne Frank § German-bom
Jewesh ' hOW wilh Ner tamey trrm the Nars
n Amsterdam durng Workd War || was vsl

pubhshed
n 1950, war broke ot I Komsa as rces
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speed: 27 mph

Highest gust speed: 36

F

from the comemures! North mvecded the South
n 1981, he US Supreme Court ruled that
mase-andy refl regESrahon was ConsIUBONS!
in 1988, he US Supreme Court rejeciad 2
e Aerr A0 W B8 NCONSIRMONE and "SeC
et HV-rdacted peopls were protected by the
Arencans s® Dsabeithes A
n 2008 dee® cammed Michee Jackson
e Ying of Pop” in Los Angeles af age 50
nd actress Ferrah Fewcefl i Sants Moncs
CaMorres of age 82
Today s birthdeys Baskethal Hah of Fame
Willis Reed & 78 Singer Carty Semon 8 73
Supreme Count Jusice Sorss Sotomayor & 84
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AMQUARIUS
(Jam I0-Feb |F)

thdh® You will beon
top of what m ocowrring You
also know how 10 use bmng
W vour advantage A friend
mighv reves) more than e
or she should You could be

cverythng that .
Reach owt b0 8 fricad for feed
hack Al tumes. you helseve
you meed 0 take the besd

wnd hesd down o differemt

path Tomight A force o be
notced

PORN TODAY
Author George Orwell
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NEWS

Gavin Gibbons, spokesman for the
Nationa! Fisheries Insti
He added that the trade imbalance

US imports ;= coomesSomn S

more seafood
in 2017 than
previous years

By Patrick Whittle
Associated Press

PORTLAND, Maine — The United
States imported more seafood last
year than at any point in its history,
and the nation’s trade deficit in the
sector is growing, federal data show.

The U.S. imported more than 6 bil-
hon pounds of scafood valued at more
than $21.5 billion in 2017, according
to data from the National Oceanic and
oversees American fisheries. The
country exported more than 3.6 bilhon
pounds valued at about $6 billion.

e e

that includes NOAA, has identified isn’t caused by a lack of fish 1o catch

reducing the deficit as a priority for in U.S. waters, as NOAA announced

the government. this spring the number of overfished
The U.S. is home to major com- fish stocks in the country is at an all-

mercial fisheries for species such as time low.

Pacific salmon, New England lobster “Our stocks are fished 1o the maxi-

and Alaska pollock, but it imports ‘ yield. In order to

more than 90 percent of the seafood i

the public consumes.

partners depend on each other o

satisfy worldwide demand for seafood
parts of the supply chain and support tive director of the Lobster Council of
thousands of American jobs, said Canada.
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AUSTIN

has been found in

the about 100
Woman, 24, charged (o v b 100y

with hit-and-run,
fatal shooting

Austin police have
arrested and charged »
24-year-old woman with
murder for a hit-and-run
crash and fatal shooting
last week.

Police say Cierra Powell
is jailed on $150,000
bond and charged with the
death of 36-year-old Jason
Aranda.

KXAN reports that accord-
ing 10 a police affidavit,
witnesses saxd a woman
deliberately hit Aranda at a
tion Thursday and then fled
the scene. The affidavit
says Powell 10ld suthorn-
ties Aranda got out of his
car and she shot him in
scif-defense when he thed
10 attack her. It also says
Aranda’s | }-year-old son
was in his father’s car at the
time of the shooting.

Authorities say the Pow-
cll and Aranda knew cach
other

CORPUS CHRISTI

Missing $65.000
bronze statue found in

Corpus Christi Bay

The Historic Taos Ina
is wp for sale for $7.1M

TAOS — The Hastoric
Taos Inn in New Mexico is
up for sale.
reports the 44-room hotel, In October 2014, 1,924
bar and restaurant that oil and s and about

two acres and is :
comprised of several 19th
century adobe buildings
is on the market for $7.1
maflion.

The current ownership

has had the hotel for
Em

The Taos Inn was put on
the National Register of
Histonc Places in 1982

It opened in 1936 as the
Hotel Martin — named af-
ter De. Thomas Paul “Deoc™
and Helen Martin, who
came 10 Thos in the 1590s.
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From IA = a misdemeanor involving

. dishonesty fraud or deceit);
terminated employee will @ misconduct or viola-
be paid six months’ salary  4ioq of city policy, rule or
tary scparation. has an adverse effect on
‘Im?*!ﬂl;n'?m the city, the confidence of
um::l ll include the pubtic in the integrity
e ship of the employee snd

e : other
8 conviction of a felony employees.
B conviction of a mis- would have fallen under
turpitude (which means ficials previously said.

of Fire #HIW&”.S
Faion 11 willbe the move  illion but expenditues of
extensive of the two witha  35-01 million were report-
budgeted amount of $4.75  ©d during the workshop
Fire Station 5 is located  Fire Station 6 is a small
at Garfield Street and Golf  police substation for of-
Course Road in central ficers who are far from the
Midiand. It was built in downtown police station to
1958. The cost for demoli- complete necessary duties
tion and construction of a while on shift.

will

nearty “Let’s take this in bite-

the current that you can do moving
Under Babin's bill. deter.  forward.” the congressman
mamang whach route should ~ added “As each
be converted first - if atall  comes 10 build » leg of it,
— would be wp o TxDOT. m::‘hm
“TxDOT has & business case you at that point in
bﬂ*hm tme [t's a hitle premature
Consway said. 10 st aside those kinds of
“1 think the business case dollars ~

owns a dsve shop near the once & week, and those are

T-Iyﬁ. pretty noticesble.
s one of he oil boom's few  stant

critics.
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FINDING THE RIGHT CANDIDATES
IN TODAY'S COMPETITIVE JOB MARKET
REQUIRES MORE THAN

A SIGN IN THE WINDOW

anexcluswetoca:srtenetworkummm]ﬂ ds ity
across Texas and the country, wlﬁ\accesstooveti#mllhnjobappicmsw

resumestowhuchyourpbplmkautmnmuynmhedm
National Sites - glassdoor, ziprecruiter .~ _tfﬁ;-',ﬁ__ W T g
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PERFORMANCEBOOST
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OPINION

Midland Reporter-Telegram | mrtxcom | Monday, June 25, 2018 | Page 6A

Southern Poverty Law Center loses all credibility

fter years of smearing good people

with false charges of bigotry, the

Southem Poverty Law Center
(SPLC) has finally been held to account.
A former Islamic radical named Maajid
in its bogus “Field Guide to Anti-Muslim
Extremists,” and last week the SPLC
agreed to pay him a $3.375 million settle-
ment and 1ssued a public apology

The SPLC is a once-storied onganization

that did important work filing civil nghts
lawsuits agamnst the Ku Klux Klan m the
1970s. But it has become a canicature of
itself, labeling virtually anyone who does
not fall in line with its left-wing ideology
an “extremmst” or “hate group.”

Nawaz is a case in point. Since aban-
doning Islamic radicalism, he has advised
three British prime ministers and cre-
ated the Quilliam Foundation, to fight
extremism. He is not anti-Mushim. He is
a Muslim and has argued that “Islam 1s a
rehigion of peace.”

So how did he end up in the SPLC’s
pscudo-gumde 1o anti-Muslhim bigots”? His
crime, apparently, is that he has become
a leading critic of the radical Islamist
ideology he once embraced. Thanks to
his courage, the SPLC has been forced
to pay a multimilhon-dollar penaity and

MARC!
THIESSEN

Washington Post Writers Group

acknowledge in a statement that it was
“wrong™ and that Nawaz has “made valu-
able and important contributions to public
discourse, including by promoting plural-
ism and condemning both anti-Muslim
bigotry and Islamist extremism.”

Let's hope this settlement is the first of
many, because this is not the first time the
SPLC has done this. In 2010, it placed the

map

gunman walked into the FRC headquar-
ters with the intention to “kill as many
as possible and smear the Chick-fil-A
sandwiches in victims® faces.” He told the
FBI that be had used the SPLC website to
pick his target.

Unfortunately, many in the media still
take the SPLC serously. Last year, ABC

News ran a story headlined: “Jeff Ses-
sions addresses ‘anti-LGBT hate group,”
“ in which it that “Sessions ad-
dressed members of the Alliance Defend-
ing Freedom, which was designated an
‘anti-LGBT hate group’ by the Southern
Poverty Law Center in 2016.” The Alli-
ance ing Freedom is a respected
Bt gt & cios b e e
it just argued a case the Supreme
Court, Masterpiece Cakeshop v. Colorado
Civil Rights Commission. It won, 7 to 2.
It is not a “hate group.” If anything, it is
In 2014, the SPLC placed Ben Car-
son — later a Republican presidential
candidate and now the current secretary
of housing and urban development —
on its “extremist watch list,” alongside
neo-Nazis and white 1sts. After
an uproar, the group removed him and

The SPLC also lists Charles Murray,

a colicague of mine at the Amencan
Enterprise Institute and one of the most
respected conservative intellectuals in the
United States, on its website as a “White
Nationalisi.” Last year, an angry mob of
students, many ci '
tion, physically attacked Murray during »

citing the SPLC"s designa-

speech at Middiebury College.
He escaped unharmed, but the liberal

professor who invited him ended up in the

hospital .

Little wonder that Nawaz was not just
angry but also afraid about being desig-
nated an extremist by the SPLC. He twold
the Atlantic in 2016, “They put a target
on my head. The kind of work that Ldo,
if you tell the wrong kind of Muslims
that I’'m an extremist, then that means
I'ma =
Unfortunately, the settiement that
the SPLC reached with Nawaz is not
likely 10 deter it from smearing others
— $3.4 million is a drop in the bucket
for the center, which raised $132 million
between November 2016 and October
2017 and has a $477 million endow-
ment, including a reported $92 million n
offshore accounts. Shiming conservatives
is big business.

The only way to stop the SPLC is if
people stop grving it money and the medsa
stop quoting it or taking it senously. The
SPLC once did important work fighting
the Ku Klux Kian. But when it declares
Maajid Nawaz, the Family Research
Council, Ben Carson and Charles Murmay
as moral equivalents of the Klan, it loses
all imtegrity and credibslity.
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GUEST VIEW

Cruz control — media
infatuation means
nothing compared to votes

ow Ted Cruz is supposedly heaning footsicps.
Janior

in yet another case of media nonsense, there are those predicting
the demise of Cruz because of his stance on igration — how
he allegedly fii on President Donald Trump
ance”™ policy on the chi ' | TV
opposed the former policy.)

The immigration issue offered yet another
salivation ing Beto O'Rourke, 2a Democrat U S,
tive from El ng Cruz for the U.S. Senate.
Consider this from a recent post in www. vanityfair. com by Abi-
gail Tracy.

Tracy quoted “Republican strategist John Weaver, a longti
Mumwmuu"-uy:cmhm
footsieps and is rnightly anxious about his own hide ™

Writes Tracy, “Cruz will face a formidable re-clection
from ... O"Rourke, who may be the Democrats” best chance in
decades o flip Texas blue ™

it is puzzling why so much of the media is fixated on O"Rowrke.

Evidently, these members of the media did not pay aniention to
the prymaries m Texas thes past March.

in a three-candidate ficld of Democrats, media darfing O Rourke
pot 644,632 votes. Cruz got 1,322,724 votes in a five-candidate
GOP field.

In other words, Cruz more than doubled O Rourke in primary
votes despete having more opponents.

Many have been predicting the fall of Cruz since he challenged
Trump for the GOP presidential nomination. Well, Cruz went on 10
win the GOP primary for U.S. Senate.

Now some are predicting Cruz's demise from a Democrat con-
gressman in arguably the reddest (most conservative) state in the
nation.

We don't see it

Ouwr prediction is that Cruz will cruise (pardon the pun) 1o a
relatively convincing win over O 'Rourke. And those n the media
who keep predicting Cruz's downfall will have 10 find » new source
for thewr mfatuation.

Trump administration has its motto

: h;“h-llm!:
m - | care™
meecting ui'_-‘wh .
Melansa Trump

— Amarillo Globe-News
Distributed by Tribsme Contert Agency
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Democrats hoping to flip House
not just trash-talking Trump

By Steve LeBlanc
Associated Press

BOSTON — Democrats hoping
to flip enough seats to regain control
of the U_S. House of Representatives
gyﬂwym'twwllheirq;s
in the anty-Tramp

Those candidates include Lauren
Underwood, a 3 |-year-old registered
nurse from [Hinois and part of the
Democrats’ master plan to regain
control of the House.

While Underwood is no fan of
No. | concem — and the top concemn
of the voters she hopes to will send
her 10 Washington — is access to
health care.

Attacking the Republican president
hard just isn't necessarily a winning
play in [lhinois’ |14th congressio-
nal district, said Underwood, who
served as an adviser to the Deparnt-
ment of Health and Human Services
under Democratic President Barack
Obama.

“I don’t talk about him that much.
He has a higher approval rating
than my congressman docs, so we
talk about our congressman,” said
Underwood, who's hoping to oust
incumbent Republican Rep. Randy
Hultgren in a district that narrowly
backed Trump 'wo years ago.

Other Democrats aiming to flip
House seats say they re also trying
10 zero in on policy more than the

The Democratic Congressional
Campaign Commitice has its hopes
pinned on 50-plus candidates looking
0 upend enough seats — 23 — 1o
wrest control of the chamber from
the GOP for the first time n eight

years.

Republicans have their own plan
to retain control, but Democrats are
banking they have more than just
b'odt:mmmdlﬁﬂorymm
side

U.S. Rep. Denny Heck is help-
ng lead the effort to flip the House.
The Washington Democrat saud the

Democratic Congressional Campaign
Committee can assist candidates with
a range of tasks — from tapping into
a national donor base to aiding with
the basic mechanics of building a
campaign.

But he warned that trash-talking
waﬂlgﬂ:muﬁdnﬁmlyw

“What candidates ought to be
doing is talking about that crowded
freeway that they need to get ad-
ditional funds to widen or additional
funds to provide
that lake that is becoming pelluted
and they need the EPA to step up,”
Heck said.

Debbic Mucarsel-Powell is also on
the “Red to Blue™ list.

Mucarsel-Powell, who came from
Ecuador as an immigrant with her
mother, said Flonida's 26th Congres-

mass transit for, or

“This i1s going to be a fight and
certainly we're going to work like
we're 10 points down as we do every
day, but for the bedwetters out there
who are claiming that all hope is loss
| would encourage them to actually
mfthechn."hcuﬁ. “It's simple

Democratic Rep. Katherine Clark,
who is also heading up the DCCC’s
“Red 10 Blue” initiative, said many
candidates she’s been working with
are more cager (o dig into what’s
on the minds of voters than taking
swipes at Trump.

“They’re not concerned with talk-
ng about Donald Trump as much
as they are about talking about how
people in their communities want
their children to have job opportuni-
ties in the communitics that they
grew up in,” Clark said.

While defeating Trump may
ful, the party is still fumbling for a
wider unifying message, according to
Tobe Berkovitz, a Boston University
consultant

Ademm

finding issues, local or not, for voters |

to latch onto in November.

“The ts that unemploy-
ment 1s low, economic confidence
is relatively high, so to tell people
you 've never had it so bad when
compared to eight years ago they've
got it pretty good, that's sort of also
a tough road to hoe,” he said. “The
Democrats may have history on the
side. The question is A, will they
blow 7 And B, is Trump such an
anomaly that history is being rewnit-
wen™

Roxane Pirayesh, a 32-year-old
from Sacramemnto, California, who
works for an education nonprofit,
said i the end, the pitch from Demo-
crats has 10 be more than just an anti-
Trump drumbeat — and she s not
sure cveryone s goiten the message.

“1 think that’s probably the biggest
flaw coming out of the Democratic
Party,” she said.

‘Ready, fire,

aim’ —
critics see
pattern to
Trump’s
approach

By Ken Thomas and
Dariene Superville

A ssociagred Press

WASHINGTON -
Maybe 1t's not 50 easy
after all. President Donald

! to push
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Questions

then changed the way the
policy worked — lcav-
administration and at the
border confused on how 10
changes. Plus, it
ook several days for the
government to say how it
planned 10 reunste famihies
and where the

enact the

mio law in 2010, and the
president 's uncven imple-
mentation of his travel ban,

about it. Trump

|
i

| Trump officials pledge to reunite
families amid border chaos

By Will Weissert and  They are led by vol-
Elliot Spagat

unteers 10 the charity's
headquaricrs a few blocks
away 10 shower, cat and
rest — volunteers’
first order of business s 0
dastribute shoelaces because
they are confiscated from
mmigrants in custody o
prevent sancides.
“Every day s hke thes. It
never ends,” Pumentel saxd
as chaldren played with toys
on the floor whale adults in
ankle monstors sat m rows
of plastic chasrs. Federal
authonties have for years
devices 10 keep track of im-
mugrants reicased while they
awarnt further coun proceed-

ngs

Stil, McAlien, a city of
130,000 people i Texas'
Rio Grande Valley, is just
a snapshot of the smuation
along the border, where
Trump's reversal on family
scparatyon has sown chaos
and and there
has been intle gusdance
from the adswnestrathon

It is not clear how many
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Trump tweets,
hard-right voters
hamper GOP

By Alan Fram
Associated Press

WASHINGTON —
Republican apprehension
over President Donald
Trump’s next tweet and
fear of nling conservative
volers are undermining
GOP lcaders’ clection-year

ranging bill with tweaks
they hope will goose
support from the GOP’s
ducling conservative and

' immigration push

it will gain strengthin
is dicey at best.

“I think that the best
way to pass legislation is
o i support a
position and help move
it forward,” Rep. Greg
Wailden of Oregon, a senior
if Trump was doing that,
Walden pi toward a
door said, “I'll leave ut
at that.”

Rep. Mike McCaul, R-
Texas, the chairman of the
Committee, said on “Fox
News Sunday™ that he
talked to the White House
on Saturday and “they say
the president is still 100
percent behind us.”

The bill would make

A
for immigrants
brought illegally to the
U.S. when young. It would
ahnﬁume'n'np'i
aspirational $25 billion
wall with Mexico and curb
government agencies from
wrenching migrant chil-
dren from detained parents.
The measure is the prod-
uct of weeks of bargaining
tives and moderates. Even
30, the two GOP factions
have been unable to re-

At hub for border
crossings, families

By Colleen Long

A ssociated Press

Trump admimisire-

hon officials say the U S.
knows the
on of all children n

its custody afier scparating
them from their farmbes at
the border and 1s workmg
to reunste them

A fact sheet on “zero-
wolerance
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 spread throughout US

after President Donald
Trump’s order last week
to sop mrgrant
children their parents.

The executive order si
Wedneaday ¢ l.:"
confusion along

chout e sk o e+

admnistration's “zero
" policy. Some
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Stop paying

for just
satellite TV!

With Suddenlink, you get TV, Internet
and Phone for less than what you
could be paying for just satellite TV.

Suddenlink Triple Play gives you the best value.

No ugly satellite dish required X

Free Modem with WiFi

Unlimited Calling with the peace of mind
of real E-9M

No early termination fees

NOo annual controct
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On CuRmeNY

Just want Internet?
Up to 100 Mbos

3477

plus lanes. equip charges and fees

+ Speeds up 0 1 Gig avallable
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Fox brings World Cup into social media age

By Lucas Shaw
Bloomberg

Rachel Bonnetta, a Canadian sports
journalist and smartphone addict, is help-
ing her network keep up with soccer fans’
relentiess appetite for World Cup cover-
age.

The 26-year-old Bonnetta (“I'm on
Twitter 24-7") hosts 21st Century Fox
Inc.’s “World Cup Now,” a daily recap of
what’s happening at the monthlong soccer
tournament in Russia. Unlike other shows
filmed by Fox Sports, Bonnetta's program
streams live on Twitter, a first for the
social-media site. What's more, “World
Cup Now" is the centerpiece of the World

Cup's largest-ever social-media blitz - a
campaign that also includes highlights on
Snapchat and in Google search results.

Though it’s easy to forget now, social
media was still largely an afterthought
scven years ago when Fox acquired the
U.S. welevision rights to the 2018 and
2022 World Cups. Soapchat had just been
founded. Instagram was a year old. And
Twitter was half its current size.

So Fox's World Cup endeavor is a sign
of how Hollywood is chasing viewers
beyond the TV. The hope is that networks
can be just as relevant (and profitable)
in their coverage even if viewers aren't
watching on TV.

While media habits had already started
to change when ESPN aired the 2014

today the traditional studio show
lost much of its allure thanks to the
proliferation of statistics and highlights
online. Bonnetta is a key part of the st-
dio’s strategy to appeal to a generation of
young viewers who share her addiction to
their pocket computers.

“With a lot of these games coming on in
the moming, we need to be able to speak
to that younger, digital, mobile-first fan,”
said Michael Bucklin, who oversees Fox's
strategy for online content.

Bucklin has tasked Bonnetta with host-
ing a more playful show, where goofy
tweets and skits are just as important as
the latest bicycle kick. With her blend of
aw-shucks enthusiasm and teasing humor,
she's attracted almost 50,000 followers on

Twitter.

In less than a week since the kickoff
of the 2018 championship, Bonnetta has
tweeted about the event more than 30
times, posting a photo of herself in tears,
a GIF of actor Jack Black dressed as a
Mexican wrestler and an apology for her

How social media has affected viewer-
ship of the World Cup is still yet to be
seen. The impact on sports overall has
been mixed. NFL viewership has fallen in
recent years, but the NBA and soccer have
gained watchers. The 2014 World Cup
was both the most watched ever in the
U.S. and the most tweeted about globally.

Please see WORLD CUP/4B

The screen on the TCL 6-Senes s 4K and supports a iechnology called HOR that makes mages more lelike

Unknown brand offers best TV deal

By Geoffrey A. Fowler
Washington Post

Television shoppmng 13 as baffling as
choosing a bottle of wine, only less deh-
cious. You look at the labels: Which is bet-
ter, LED, OLED or QLED? And then you
look at the cost: Does twice the price mean
twice as nice?

Not . I've been testing & new
TV calied the 6-Senes that might upend
how you think sbout buying your next big
screen. It boasts picture tech that rivals
what you can get from bestseller Samsung
— and, ot for a 55-inch model, it
costs half as much.

Splurging on a big home theater no lon-
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Facebook
expands its
fact-checking
resources

By Hamza Shaban
Washington Post

Facebook announced an expan-
sion of several initiatives Thursday
to combat the spread of misinfor-
mation on the social network used
by more than 2 bilhon .

In a company acebook
acknow l.l:lb&zm
reports and doctored content
have increasingly become image-
based in some countnes, making
it harder for readers to discern
whether a photo or video related
1o & news cvent is authentic. The
company said it has expanded its
fact-checking of traditional links
posted on Facebook to photos and
videos. Partnering with thi
experts trawned n visual .
tion, the company will also flag
images that have been posted on
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So then what eise does an extra $700 buy

TV looks more clegant: the
TCL
of the tume
from the

TV has great buiht-m spesk -

nhn*n‘ﬂh”ﬁ

could take the money you save on the

i;ﬂﬂwh.n-
not looking st
.“—ﬂﬂ'r_i
way since TVs with giant backsides

Please see TV /4B




B REviEw Under 30 minutes

Amazon’s
Fire TV Cube .
gives Alexa {'

control of ..; ‘)

the remote 7
By Geoffrey A. "
Fowler
Washington Post Sam’s Cafe
hhmm

New on Uber Eats

armved last week. The $120
Fire TV Cube s the first de-
vice o give Amazon.com’s
Alexa artificial |
control over the TV and the
stuff plugged into it. Equal
parts Echo speaker, Fire TV
streaming box and universal
remote, this thing can hear
you say, “Alexa, turn on the

wensee | Data: Uber Eats is Texas’

Fire TV Cube does that, 100.

i | most-used food delivery app

Cowen and Company

Uber's

consumer behavior and

HmhnfUhaE.ltl e-commerce expert at Rice

popularity throughout University, said Uber Eats
Texas can be attributed to has an advantage because

in Austin, many of its drivers that are

eT’s operation
which has become a hub also signed on 1o Uber’s
for the company’s south re-
gpon. Uber's Austin office
employs roughly 90 people
— about a dozen of them

on the Eats t1cam — and

ts responsible for much of
the company ‘s business in

Ing states.

you can't guite talk 1o hike »
human. Even if you're

with that, Alexa will often
lcave you reaching for a
remote - n fact, the Fire TV
Cube still comes with one of
s own. Alexa couldn’t un-
derstand “watch the World
Cup”™ because its Al isn'l yet
smart enough. It couldn 't
“skip the commercials,”
“watch the new Beyoncé
video" or even “select okay™
10 dismiss menus.

And then there's thes hac-
cup: E time someone on
TV says “Alexa.” the Fire
TV Cube pauses for haif »
second hke a hn

Today, the Fire TV Cube

ﬂpﬂyﬂfyﬁy

Texas and some surmround-
"Wemum

home thester geeks and
farmibes enamored
with Alexa cumnous o

=== | Snapchat to roll out

idcas i 1t that
any TV lover has reason o

S delete-message function

e e e
of TV gadgens, »
Amazon’s onginal oo

Roku and cable boxes now u*m—p-,—mm

h'lﬂhl::‘ { gh' Or maybe you should have hadden
10 conduct scarches. The :' _,;:m-.
Fire TV Cube goes firther ™

by 4. drowning in your sorrows.

_m,_w You're struck with Snapchat panic’
~lea Rut there 's on the way.
hh*"ﬂ The messaging app s rodlmg
g ol e o e o of g
:W&-: e """,_",""-_,

| ey
What's tricky s that ' — s
u...-".:';...a- " Sy e G S
over on the sofa. Many to delete the message “When you

in 8 cabinet or in the | * from our servers and yow deo-
s st of cables bobind | vicHil Supchat sys e e meionton,

the TV, You can't do that Before you
with the Fire TV Cube: it however, you should know that there's no

-Mld h-“ guscamee the delete functon will work ev-
e bad internet

--mu-f — _==

When a person recalls 2 message using
the new feature, the friend who was sup-

rhuﬁni-ﬂ-hl“
been deleted This works in the same
way in which Snapchat friends can see
when a person takes 3 screen shot of & mes-
ﬂwlﬁwﬁu The delete feature
rhw““
groups.

h—y*—l of social

medsa that 1sn’t permanent W

BastScisote

layer of by letting them take back
messages sent in error or ones that they

Fnﬂmuh“
service struggling 1o attract
new users and satisfy the csrrent ones Last

Internet users
| should be conscious
of their behavior

cw inventions have changed society as much as the
internet. The simple ability for everyone to com-
mumicate instantly with everyone else has had a

Mmmahwﬂmwufwlwu
that’s not always for the better. Just as in

Unfortunately,
real life, bad behavior by thoughtiess peopie has followed
us into the online universe. But you know, it doesn’t have
to be that way.
| Yes, there will always be jerks, criminals and psycho-
paths online, as in real life. But a lot of the misery found
online comes from people who normally have their hearts
in the nght place. Just as people get angry and abusive
m‘ the glass and steel of a car when they

‘t behave that way in person, so it goes when they
&mu-wwmwmﬂ
The anonymity of detachment can bring out the worst
in the best of us.
It"s no surprise that, in 2017, roughly 4 in 10 Amen-
cans told the Pew Rescarch Center for Internet & Tech-
nology that had experienced some form of online
harassment. A 62 percent said such behavior was a
m

make the online world a better place, just stop
-ﬂthﬂlhmhnwymhdum.mdhywmn-
prove that behavior.
! Iutndmyﬁuhmtﬁrllowuunhbﬂmmh
citizen on the internet. Working togeth-
llrhuel we came up with:

Don't be a troll.

A troll is someone who delights online in the misfor-
tune of others, deliberately to evoke a re-
sponse of anger, fear, distrust or

%kmmﬂ“mhtmm
whether you've ever used phrases such as “I was just
ﬂkqhuchIm"m"Shcmﬁh a thicker skin."
if you've ever said something hike you may have
| m trollish behavior.

be kind. Imagine what you're about to say, write or
do being done to you. If it would upset you or make you
uncomfortable, don 't do it unto others.

Don’t feed the trolls.

Trolls often cast bait into their dark waters, posting
annoying comments in hope someone will engage with
them. Rising to the bait gives them the satisfaction of
knowing someonc was imitated enough to

Ignoring trolls is the best tactic, though some
MWmlmMﬂ:Mth
by ing in a way that doesn’t indicate you're upset.
On the other this is a form of wolling itself, so it's

best
™ Koup you mechios clem

mmuuhmm‘mmﬂ-m
of millions — maybe billions, at this point — of devices,
all sending and ing information to and from each
other. It's vital that this be pristine, not toxic.
Thus, it’s important 1o keep your computers and mobile
mwwﬂhmmdhw
ing system and apps. By doing so, you can plug security
flaws that cvildoers could use 10 compromise your ma-
chine, take control of it and use it 10 spew spam, viruses,
spyware and other nasties onto the network.
You also want 10 run secunity software on your tradi-
tional PCs — whether they are PCs or Macs — and pos-
sibly even your mobile devices, to prevent malware.
[htﬁﬁem

zhﬂt bogus information look real
nh“ m social media, but it’s also fairly
casy o0 verify something
What's the source? Do you recognize the name of the
SR T T
of photos with text on them, some “fact” or
mﬂﬁﬂy'—'\l*. the text to try to

source.
mman-—m If no one else has it,

has been bad mformation since the
mad- | hliﬂih the topsc and chances

If someone asks a question you can answer, Or reguests
mnm’lwih.bh.b'ql mternet citizen
' one who shares or solve
-MC*‘hh-hhﬂ.H an
onlme reputation of bewmg a heipful person, people will
fall all over themselves 10 help you when the time comes

Conversely, if you don’t know the answer 10 some-
“‘:r:'lh ﬂ'_hhh‘:.h'uﬁ-ht
may you re just propagatng a
personal form of fake news.

D-‘lﬂu_din-ﬁwhh'lh.

hﬁ*-—ﬁ
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Older Aduits &
Baby Boomers
Volunteer here

432-520-3134 ext. 7

www.midiandhumane org
UIKE us on Facebook

Open road calls to husband,
but wzfe is happy at home e b o

Budding Qui
DEAR ABBY ) Qi | O/ Nohermbnbensoh, Syt

Write Dear Abby at wwwe.Dear Abby.com or PO you hokd ¢K79QJ8530Q 10480

Box 69440, Los Angeies, CA 90089. Her colwmn
m»m—an—y-lu: $J20AT 040K 1098688 Parmer opens two spades, weak, and

Right-hand opponest opens one chub ~ nght-hand oppoment passes. What call

best fiend and | care deeply What call would you make’ would you make’

:.,":,:.,:'r.: A~ D5l cne Gamend sad sk hosing. A — When sty o0 cmpts i your

t--u-" -t- e heat suit, or bid one heast, prepar-  shoviest suit, stay owt of the saction
must, becsuse | know it is one
m—mb“u ng 1o bd deamonds next. and nsk aniess you have 2 strong no-tremp or
me
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which | found works.
But as pant of the the
Fire TV Cube annoyingly
pauses what you're watch-
ing whenever it hears its
wake word. (That's why ot
hiccups for a second when
somoone in a show says
“Alexa”)

Next challenge: ATV
these days looks like an
octopus, with tentacles
connected 10 a cable box,
Blu-ray player, game
console, sound bar and
streaming box. So the Fire
TV Cube comes with smarts
10 operate what it claims are
thousands of devices, com-
mumicating cither through
HDMI cables or through a
version of the tech used on
universal remotes, called an
IR blaster.

The Fire TV Cube was
abie to command all of my
gear, 1o a point. It could turn
on and switch inputs on my
2015 Smart TV
and adjust the volume on
my Sonos Playbar sound
bar. On my TiVo Roamio,
it could tune in 10 a spe-
cific channel (“Alexa, watch
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menus on your TV. There
are big rows of icons
tap-tap-tap on a remote o
navigate. We've come a long
way from the days of chan-
nel up and channel down.
The Fire TV Cube adapts
some the Fire TV's nter-
face for Alexa. On its home
screen, filled with app and
show icons, you can say
“scroll down" to see more
rows of apps and shows.
When you search for mov-
tes, your choioes appear
in boxes you can order up
by number. A few apps,
and Spotify, also partici-
pated in this voice browsing
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get just 1o what you want
to waich. Alexa can casily
pull up on-demand content
sold by Amazon or available
such as Hulu,
Netflix and HBO Now.

But Alexa'’s Al ofien
wasn 't smart enough to
know what | really wanted.
It would often up the
first episode of a show m-
stead of the most recent one.
When | asked 1o “watch the
“Today® Show.,” it pulled up
“The Mental Health Today
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