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Diving brothers

Four of five brothers from
California are scheduled to be

in Midland this week for the

U.S. National Indoor Diving
Championships at Mabee
Memorial Aquatic Center./1C
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- Poll: Brown leading in mayor’s race

LIDIEEDERNPLIIN:I WY Cuevas leading in
‘ theoretical contest

for Midland mayor

B Poll results indicate
40 percent of Midland
voters still undecided.

Former Midland City Council
member Dale Brown holds a nar-
row lead in the Midland mayor’s
race, according to a new poll con-
ducted by the Midland Reporter-
Telegram and NewsWest 9.

A large number of Midland
voters remains undecided about
which of the five mayoral can-
didates they will support in the
May 5 election, the poll indi-
cates.

Early voting in the citywide
election begins Wednesday.

Brown leads with 21 percent
of likely voters polled within the
past week. At-large City Coun-
cil member Mike Canon is in
second place with 17 percent of
likely voters polled indicating
they would support him for
mayor. At-large City Council
member Bill Dingus is in third
place with 14 percent and civic
leader Buddy Sipes is in fourth
place with 7 percent. Candidate
Thomas Flournoy picked up |
percent of the support of those
polled.

Forty percent of those polled
indicated they have not yet made
up their minds as to their choice
in the mayoral contest.

The five-way mayor’s race is
a “winner take all” event and
there will be no runoff election.
The winning candidate could be
victorious withr little more than
30 percent of the vote.

When the “undecided” vote is
factored out in the Reporter-
Telegram/NewsWest 9 poll,
Brown captured 35 percent of
the vote; Canon had 28 percent;
Dingus had 23 percent; Sipes
had 12 percent; and Flournoy 2
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In the May 6, 2000 race for
two at-large City Council seats,
Canon and Dingus were the two
top vote recipients. Canon
reccived 27.71 percent of the
vote and Dingus garmered 22.49
percent of the vote. Brown,

Two former Midland

] THOMAS FLOURNOY

1%

who was an incumbent, lost his
City Council seat in the race
when he scored only 14.9 per-
cent of the vote. Brown finished
fourth behind Canon, Dingus
and restaurant owner Jerry
Morales.

The poll included 250 Midland

Reporter-Telegram

Graphic by Janine Price

voters who cast ballots as recent-
ly as the November 2000 presi-
dential election or the May 2000
city election. Random phone
calls from the voter list were
placed from Wednesday through
Saturday.

Please see POLL/4A

Former Midland City
Council member Jose
Cuevas was the winner of a
theoretical mayoral race put
to likely Midland voters in a
poll conducted by the Mid-

land Reporter-Telegram and

NewsWest 9.

Mayor
Bobby
Burns
came iIn
second 1In
the poll.

In the
poll put to
250 Mid-
land vot-
ers who
voted as
recently as
t h e
November 2000 presidential
election and the May 2000
city elections, the field of
mayoral candidates was
expanded to seven, including
Cuevas and Burns as well as
actual candidates Dale
Brown, Mike Canon, Bill
Dingus, Buddy Sipes and
Thomas Flournoy.

Cuevas

r [ ' ¥
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35%

BILL DINGUS - 8°%
BUDDY SIPES - 4%
THOMAS FLOURNOY - 1%

These two graphs were compiled from calls made from
Wednesday to Saturday 10 voters who cast ballots in the
2000 presidential election or the May 2000 city election

Pl

9|

WS T

Widland

Graphic by Janine Price

Cuevas captured 16 percent of the vote in the poll with Burns tak-
ing 1n 14 percent. Brown got 12 percent of the vote in the seven-
way race and Canon won 10 percent. Dingus got 8 percent, Sipes
took 4 percent and Flournoy got | percent. In the poll with the expand-

Please see CUEVAS/4A

Early voting period begins Wednesday

mayors announce
support for Brown

B! Stewart Doreen
Staff Writer

Former City Councilman Dale Brown
did nothing to hurt his newly earned
moniker of front-runner by announcing
the endorsements of two past Midland
mayors — Thane Akins and Eamest
Angelo Jr. — and influential business-
man and former city councilman Bill
Williams.

The lineup of heavy hitters means the
“conservative agenda” — which has pro-
pelled Brown into a four-point lead in the
Reporter-Telegram/NewsWest 9 mayoral
poll released today — 1s as strong as ever.

With the start of early voting just one
day away and the May 5 election just
around the comer, it is a shot in the arm
for Brown and a 180-degree change from
last year when Brown finished fourth in
last year's race for two at-large City
Council seats. The top two vote getters
then were Mike Canon and Bill Dingus,
two of Brown's opponents in this year’s
race to replace Bobby Burns, who opt-
ed not to run after three terms.

“He (Brown) probably learned what
not to do in the previous one and is mak-

Former Midland

mayor, Ernest Angelo

Tim Fischer/Reporter-Telegram

, announces his support for mayoral

candidate Dale Brown Monday afternoon. Also throwing their support behind
Brown are former mayor Thane Akins and Midland businessman Bill Williams.

ing up for that in this one,” Akins said.
“I hope that is the case.”

Brown, indeed, came out of the cam-
paign blocks firing, spreading the news
of his conservative agenda and taking
jabs at his mayoral opponents, the
Chamber of Commerce and the school
system along the way.

Brown also has hired a firm to run his
campaign and has spent thousands of dol-
lars in surveys.

“I do feel better. I feel | am doing what

TODAY
Partly cloudy with
high in upper 50s.
Weather on 4A

I can do to let the people of Midland
know what my conservative agenda is for
the city,” Brown said prior to the release
of the latest poll numbers. “I have con-
fidence we will be there with the right
amount of effort. Having these men to
join in with their endorsements will give
us some momentum going into the last
three weeks."

It also may be a counterpunch in the
battle for endorsements. Last week,

Please see BROWN/4A

Gardner given
life sentence in

child’s murder
By Luis Garcia

Staff Writer

Richard Wilhelm Gardner, 21, was
sentenced to life in prison on a capi-
tal murder charge in connection with

the death of 16-month-old Jessie Veneta Parker on Sept. 27, 2000.
On Monday afternoon, Gardner pleaded guilty to the charge in the 238th dis-

trict court.

“It was a wise move,” said Assistant District Attorney Teresa Clingman, who
was the lead prosecutor in the case. “The other alternative to life in prison in
a capital murder case is capital punishment,” she said.

According to Midland County Sheriff’s reports, Gardner was babysitting the
infant and her 6-year-old brother in late September. The two were the children
of Gardner’s girlfriend, Sheri Lermer, who was at work at the time of the mur-

der

That day, sometime between 3 and 7 p.m., Gardner “hit the baby’s head on

the edge of a bathtub,” Ms. Clingman said.
4 Please see GUILTY/4A

By Stewart Doreen
Staff Writer

Beginning Wednesday. Midland vot-
ers can go to the polls and start the
process of deciding one of most crowd-
ed mayoral races in recent history as ear-
ly voting begins.

For the next 14 days, the Midland
County Election Administration build-
ing (at 707 W. Washington Ave.) is the
site where early voting will take place.
Those opting not to vote early can cast
their ballots on May 35 (election day) at
numerous locations throughout the city.

For those who prefer shorter lines, ear-
ly voting may be the preferred route,
although more and more people are opt-
ing to go that route.

In three of the last four city elections,
more than 40 percent of those who vot-
ed, did so in the early period.

“It (early voting) has changed the way
a campaign 1s run,” said Dale Brown, one
of five Midlanders running to succeed
Bobby Bums as mayor. “l haven't
made a special effort to get people to vote
early, but enough do vote early that you
have to make sure your message is out
by the time they start to the polls.”

Last year’s at-large race for two City
Council seats, which featured three of the
four primary candidates running for may-

or this year, saw 46.23 percent of the total
voters casting a ballot before election
day.

In 1999, when Midlanders voted on the
Scharbaurer Sports Complex, 47.32 per-
cent voted early.

In last year's school bond election,
which was held in October, 63 percent
of the 20,000-plus people voted early and
helped shoot down the attempt to pass
a Midland Independent School Board
bond referendum, 69.8 percent to 30.2
percent.

“I expect people who have made up
their minds and know who they are going
to vote for will be here on Wednesday,”
said Pat Eastup, elections administrator
for Midland County.

How many people will be voting ear-
ly?
Ms. Eastup i1sn't sure, just like she is
unwilling to take a guess on how many
people will vote over the entire period.
All she can say 1s 1t has been quiet recent-
ly which doesn’t bode well for turnout.

“Normally, what we gauge for is how
many inquiries we get on the telephone
and how many requests we get for bal-
lots by mail,” Ms. Eastup said. “So far,
our telephones are not that busy and we
have not gotten that many requests for
ballots by mail. The information is out

Please see EARLY/4A

MISD board
to make Nicks
official today

By Danielle Belton

Parker Staff Writer

All that’s left is to sign on the dot-

ted line.

Midland Independent School District’s top superin-
tendent candidate Robert Nicks will be meeting with

the Board of Trustees today to finalize his contract. Once

tendent.

he is signed on, Nicks will be MISD’s new superin-

Some MISD board members expressed feelings of

well done.

relief and positive reflection on what they saw as a job

“l feel very relieved that the process went the way
it was supposcd to go,” said Board President George
Lara. “Once again, I've got to commend the board for

4

Please see NICKS/4A
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Cincinnati lifts curfew: ‘An opportunity for a new Cincinnat’

Sy Yoy ey

Associated Press

CINCINNATI — A citywide
curfew that helped end rioting
over the police shooting of an
unarmed black man was lifted
Monday, and the mayor
promised reforms, saying: “We
have an opportunity for a new
Cincinnati.”

“The curfew will not exist as
of today,” Mayor Charles Luken
said at a news conference at City
Hall. 1

Luken said the state of emer-
gency declared Thursday would
remain in place as a precaution.

The curfew — from 8 p.m. to
6 a.m. — began Thursday to stop
three nights of arsons, store
looting, beatings of white
motonsts and clashes with police
in Cincinnati’s black neighbor-
hoods. Windows also were bro-
ken in some corporate offices in
the downtown business district.

Dropping the curfew paves the
way for Tuesday’'s Cincinnati
Reds home night game to go on
as scheduled. The curfew had
been cut back to 11 p.m. to 6
a.m. on Sunday night. The
Democratic mayor said he want-
ed to give families more time to
celebrate Easter without violat-
ing curfew.

As of Monday, 837 adults and
juveniles had been arrested since
April 9, either on criminal
charges or the misdemeanor
offense of violating the curfew,
police said. The streets were rel-
atively quiet through the week-
end, and city officials had said

High court
postpones
execution

WASHINGTON (AP) — The
Supreme Court postponed the
scheduled execution of 4 con-
victed killer Monday and agreed
to consider whether he got a fair
tnal while represented by a
lawyer who had recently repre-
sented the victim.

Walter Mickens was scheduled
to die in Virgima on Tuesday for
the 1992 death of a 17-year-old
boy. Timothy Hall was appar-
ently raped and his half-naked
body left sprawled on a dirty
mattress underneath a building 1n
Newport News, Va. He had
been stabbed 143 times.

Mickens was quickly arrested
and was assigned a lawyer,
Bryan Saunders. Only days ear-
lier, Saunders had represented
Hall on a different matter. The
judge who assigned Saunders to
Mickens’ case was the same one
who heard the Hall case.

Mickens' new lawyers asked
the Supreme Court to delay the
execution and take Mickens’
appeal. Mickens’ lawyers say
Saunders’ failure to step aside in
light of his previous work was a
conflict of interest and that
Mickens deserves a new tnal.

The Sixth Amendment not
only guarantees the right to a
lawyer, it guarantees the right to
a lawyer without a conflict of
interest, Mickens ' lawyers said.

That argument was rejected by
a lower appeals court, which said
that to get a new trial, Mickens
must demonstrate he was truly
harmed by Saunders. Merely
showing that a potential conflict
existed 1s not enough, the 4th
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals
ruled.

By accepting Mickens’ case,
the Supreme Court neither guar-
anteed Mickens will get a new
trial nor guaranteed his life will
be spared. The death sentence is
on hold while the court consid-
ers Mickens’ case, and if the jus-
tices rule against him the exe-
cution could be quickly resched-
uled.

Mickens did not learn about
Saunders’ prior work until years
after the 1993 tnal.

‘Robert J. Wagner, appellate
lawyer for Mickens, also asked
Gov. Jim Gilmore to grant
clemency for Mickens. Wagner
claimed Mickens' 1993 tnal
was “awash 1n ethical and legal
dereliction.”

Y

AP Photo
People pray at a memorial Sunday in Cincinnati, set up at the
site where a young black man was shot and killed by police last
week, leading to a week of unrest. Mayor Charles Luken on Mon-
day lifed a citywide curfew that heiped end rioting over the shoot-
ing. A state of emergency, however, would remain in place as

a precaution.

they hoped to lift the curfew bances have subsided, they must
soon because it was costing never occur again,” Luken said.
businesses money and cus-
tomers.

The City Council planned a
special session today to discuss
demands by black leaders for a
city ordinance - allowing offi-
cials to bypass Cincinnati police
officers and firefighters when
hining new chiefs for those divi-
s1ons.

“We have an opportunity for a
new Cincinnati.”

He said the first step is to
restore trust and confidence in
the police department. He said
the police chief needs more lat-
itude to establish policies to
make police more accountable.

Joining Luken at the news con-
ference were religious, business
and community leaders who
have been discussing ways to
address underlying causes of
last week's violence.

The city charter requires that
chiefs be promoted from the
ranks, but black leaders say that
perpetuates alleged problems
within the divisions. The coun-
cil's meeting will be its first since
last Monday's meeting of the law
committee was taken over by
about 250 shouting demonstra-
tors, paving the way for clashes
in the streets.

The flash point for the protests
was the fatal shooting Apnil 7 of
Timothy Thomas, 19, who fled
from police officers who trnied to
arrest him on 14 warrants, most-

The mayor said Monday that
a commission would be formed

to look into solutions.
“We have been a community
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SHOP MONDAY-SATURDAY, 10AM. TO 9 PM.; SUNDAY, NOON TO 6 PM. » Midland Park Mall, 697-7911

ly for traffic charges. Thomas
was the fourth black man killed
in a confrontation with police
since November, the 15th since
1995.

Mayor Charlie Luken and
Gov. Bob Taft spoke at Thomas’
funeral Saturday, urging calm, as
did NAACP President Kweisi
Mfume and Martin Luther King
111

The Rev. Al Sharpton, who cut
short a trip to Africa to fly to
Cincinnati, said Sunday that the
federal government must take a
leadership role in improving
relationships between city police
departments and blacks, and that
President Bush must get
involved.

Lt. Col. Ron Twitty, the police
department’s highest ranking

CRUISES

46I10N. G
(In the

RADISSON SEVEN SEAS

AMERA TRAVEL CRUISE & CUSTOM TOURS
Ste. A-3

black official, said the racial
problems that have been stirred
up should be solved at the local
level.

“The decisions about quality of
life in Cincinnati should be
made by our leadership in
Cincinnati, our city govern-
ment,” said Twitty, an assistant
chief of police.

Policc and the Hamilton
County prosecutor are investi-
gating the shooting by Officer
Stephen Roach, and the FBI has
begun its own 1nquiry.

Roach, 27, who is white, is on
paid administrative leave. Pros-
ecutor Michael Allen has said a
grand jury could begin hearing
evidence in the case this week.

His union has said he feared
for his life during the encounter.
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FERTILIZER

Blended for Midland Soils

Slow Release
18-6-12
+ 6% Sulfur
+ 39% lron

~ Covers 5,000 S.F.

16-8-8
+ 14% Sulfur
+ 29% lron

Quick Green
21-0-0
+ 24% Sulfur

*10°° each 3 «».°30
1402 LOOP 250 WEST * 697-3345

Nothing says spring like straw
handbags and hats. Choose from
lots of fun bags, including shoppers,
satchels and scoops. Plus pick out a
new spring hat, perfect for the
Texas weather. In natural, white or

assorted colors. $24 each.
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By Beth J. Harpaz

Associated Press

NEW YORK — The Oregon-
1an of Portland won two Pulitzer
Prizes on Monday, including
public service for its examination
of widespread abuses by the
Immigration and Naturalization
Service. Other double winners
were the Chicago Tribune, The
New York Times and The Wall
Su;ct I.ﬂjlnzmmal

reaking news reporting,
The Miam Ht:ra.ld won for its cmg--
ﬁc of the pre-dawn raid by fed-
agents who took custody of
Cuban boy Elian Gonzalez. The
story also produced the “
news photography award for Alan
Diaz of The Associated Press, for
his photo of a federal agent in riot
E confronting a man holding
lan in a closet.
“It's awesome! I can’t believe

it!” Dhaz said as he was mobbed

by Miami AP staff members and
toasted with ¢ .
The AP was a 1st in public

service for coverage of the 2000
residential election, singled out
or praise by the Pulitzer board

“particularly during those 36

uncertain days when much of the

nation looked to the AP for disci-
plined, 24-hour reporting on the
close votes and recounts.” The oth-
er finalist was The Washington

Post for its series on AIDS in

Africa.

David Moats of the Rutland
(Vt.) Herald — circulation 22,000
— won the newspaper’s ﬁrst
Pulitzer, for editorials in su
of civil unions for gay ::.:a:}up[J

“I'm flying high!” Moats saud

as champagne was passed around
the newsroom.

Airlines might
have to pay

more to bump
passengers

WASHINGTON (AP) — The
government may require airlines
to pay more for bumping passen-
gers from oversold flights, a prac-
tice that has been increasing.

Transportation Secretary Nor-
man Y. Mineta said his depart-
ment is looking at the regulations
that tell airlines how much they
must pay passengers forced to
give up their seats — rules that
have not been changed since
1978.

Under federal rules, if there are
too many passengers for a flight,
the airlines must first ask for vol-
unteers willing to give up their
seats in exchange for compen-
sation.

If there are still too many pas-
sengers, the airlines can then

bump passengers involuntarily,
but in most cases must give them

$200 ($400 if they will be delayed
more than two hours beyond
their onginally scheduled amval
time) and fly them free to their
destination. The passengers can
either use their tickets some oth-
er time or get a refund.

Airlines oversell their flights
because some passengers never
show up to claim their seats. Stll,
the rate of passengers being
bumped against their wishes rose
from 0.88 per 10,000 in 1999 to
1.04, according to an annual
review of airline quality conducted
by two university professors.

As part of his February review
on how well airlines were living
up to their promise to improve
customer service, Transportation
Inspector General Kenneth Mead
said the bumping rules needed to
be improved.

“Among other things, the rules
about who gets bumped first var-
ied among the airlines, and the
compensation limit for those who
are involuntarily bumped is inad-
equate,” Mead wrote.

Earlier this month, the Air
Transport Association, the trade
group for the nation’s major air-
lines, petitioned DOT to review
the compensation rules.

The ATA’s request was one of
several customer service initiatives
that the trade association
announced earlier this month.

Others include making the vol-
untary customer service commit-
ments a part of the legal contract
with passengers beginning May
l; putting auditing teams in place
by June 1 to report on how well
the airlines have complied with
their service commitments by
June 1; and setting up a task force
of airline, airport and Federal Avi-
ation Administration representa-
tives to develop ways of provid-
ing timely and accurate informa-
tion about delays and cancella-
tions at airports.
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Oregonian series on immigration wins Pulitzer for public service
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AP Photo
Donato Dairymple, far right, holds 6-year-old Elian Gonzalez inside

the bedroom of Lazaro Gonzalez during the pre-dawn hours Sat-

urday, April 22, 2000, as government agen

ts stormed the Mia-

mi home to seize custody of the boy. Alan Diaz of the Associ-
ated Press won the Pulitzer award for breaking news photog-

raphy for this photo Monday.

David Willman of the Los
Angeles Times won for inves-
tigative t g for his expose of
unsafe that had been
ap ved by thc Food and Drug

Istration.

For explanatory re , the
staff of the Chicago Tribune won
for “Gateway to Gridlock™ about
the American air traffic system.

The beat reporting Pulitzer went
to David Cay Johnston of The
New York Times for exposing
loopholes and inequities in the U S.
tax code. The Times also won for
national reporting for its series on
race in America.

Two pnizes were awarded in
international rtung. lan John-
son of The Wall Street Journal
won for stories about the Chinese

E‘ overnment’s suppression of the

alun Gong

movement.

Paul

Salopek of thc Chicago Tribune
— a winner in 1998 for explana-
tory reporting for a profile of the
human genome project — won

Howons & Boddings
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for reporting on political strife and
disease in Africa.

“To geta second Pulitzer is very
surreal,” Salopck said by phone
from London’s Gatwick Airport,
where he was on a layover during
a tnp from Sierra Leone to South
Afnca. “I think I'm going to have
a hot shower and get a good

ht s sleep.

t's rare that the Pulitzer com-
mittee awards two prizes in one
category. The last ime it happened
in international reporting was in
1993 for stories about the Bosn-
1an conflict.

The feature writing prize went
to Tom Hallman Jr. of Portland’s
Oregonian for a profile of a facial-
ly disfigured teen-ager who under-

went sur&iry.
The gonian’s INS senies

found that the agency was detain-
ing people for long periods with-

out giving them access to legal rep-
resentauon

“l really want to thank the
sources. It took a lot of courage
to tell their stories to us. Many
had already been through the mill
with the INS," said Rich Read,
one of four reporters who worked
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GARDENVIEW GREENHOUSES
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on the stones.

The Pulitzer for feature pho-
togr?h y went to Matt Rainey of
b -Ledg :;lquewark NJ.,
or his emotio oto S nf
the care and mcovihry omh stu-
dents burmed in a fire at Seton Hall

PAGE 3A

University.
After winning, Rainey called the
students “two really special souls.”
It was the Star-Ledger’s first
Pulitzer. The newspaper's spot
news coverage of the fire also was
a finahist.

GREAT DESTINATIONS TRAVEL

Announces Theiv New Location

306 W. Wall, Ste 115 ¢« 682-8645
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“Town Hall”

meeting with

% Bill Dingus *

- Candidate for Mayor -
this evening at: City Hall (300 N. Loraine)

Be an informed voter!
Bring Bill your toughest questions.

I’m voting for... Norma Webb

Norma Webb Wes Chalfant

O M M

City Council

“I know she can
get things done.”

- Wes Chalfant

Fol Ad C Woodcock,
Treas 2003 Humbie TST05

Fashionable Family Footwear

“Great Harbor” slide in brown or black, $69.

MEN'S

“Sidewinder” moctoe leather oxford in black. brown or

khaki nubuck. Orig. $90, now $69.

]

AN

"Widecuff” plaintoe leather oxford in wheat
nubuck or black. Orig. $90, now $69.

Dillard’s welcomes your Dillard’s charge, Visa, MasterCard, American Express, Discover or Diners Club card.
SHOP MONDAY-SATURDAY, 10A.M. TO 9 PM.; SUNDAY, NOON TO 6 PM. » Midland Park Mall, 697-7911

LADIES
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"Madaket” lace-to-toe canvas mule in navy, orange,
red, white or yellow with white bottom, $49.

"JJ Court” athletic shoe in white or navy, $59.

“Sport” canvas mule in red or
navy with black bottom, $39.

"Abby” slingback for
girls in white, red or

navy canvas, $35/$39.
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Dillard’s
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Midland forecast

For today, expect cloudy skies with breezy conditions and much
cooler temperatures. The chance of rain is 70 percent, and areas of

patchy fog and dnizzle are possible.

Temperatures are expected to hit only the upper 50s. Expect a north-
east wind at 15 to 25 mph and gusty, which will diminish to 10 to
20 mph by late afternoon.

Tonight, look for mostly cloudy skies with a 30 percent chance
of rain. The low will be in the mid-40s.

On Wednesday, the forecast calls for decreasing cloudiness and
warmer temperatures, with the high in the upper 70s. |

For Wednesday night, expect partly cloudy skies with the low in
the mid-50s.

On Thursday, look for partly cloudy skies, with highs in the 80s
and lows in the 50s.

Temperatures on Monday reached a high of 87, and a low of 52.
The record high for April 16 was 96, set in 1937. The record low
was 31, set in 1999.

Yesterday’s precipitation Yesterday’s temperatures
Rainfall ...l 0.00 in. HIER. .56 csanenrema o v 87
Rainfall .......... 0.00 in. O 505 S kb s g § &4 52
Total for month . . . .. trace Normal high .......... 80
Total for year ......2.71 1n. Normal low ........... 50
Normal total Sunrise ... 7:18 a.m.

(yeartodate) . ...... 1.92 in. Sunset ... 8:19 p.m.

Cash Five

AUSTIN (AP) — The
winning Cash Five numbers

drawn Monday by the Texas
Lottery:

Pick 3

AUSTIN (AP) — The

winning Pick 3 numbers
drawn Monday by the Texas

Lottery, in order:
6-6-2

i S

37-11-32-23-6
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: National weather

The AccuWeather® forecast for noon, Tuesday, April 17.
Bands separate hugh temperature zones for the day
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United States temperatures

Temperatures indicate Monday s hwgh and Lexington 59 43 cdy
overmght low 10 8 p m_ Eastern Time Lincoin 43 - 35 clr
....... e Lo Prc Otik Little Rock 68 52 clr
gos 78 & @ o T~ Y
e acon che
Aflanta 69 53 cay Madison 34 28 O cdy
Atanhc Cnty 57 m 27 m Medford 73 39 cdy
Bammore 53 47 20 m Memphis 67 55 clr
Baton Rouge 81 61 01 cdy  Miamu Beach 90 70 cdy
Bilhngs ;? g; ﬂ Mitwaukee 36 32 0% cdy
Birmingham Mobr e B0 61 12 che
Bose 76 47  coy Nashville 64 50 cdy
Boston 48 '38 m New Orleans 81 67 cdy
Bnageport Ssg :g m New York Cty 62 48 10 m
Buftaio wl Oklahoma City . 69 48 cdy
Burlington V1 50 27 cdy Omaha 46 32 clr
Caribou Maine 41 33 cir Ortando a7 69 cir
Casper 46 23 Chr Phdadeiphia 57 47 33 m
Chareston S C 77 63 Clr Phoenix 93 82 cir
Chariotte N C 70 52 cay PM@ 54 41 15 SNO
Chattanooga ;g g? cg‘; o Potiand.Ore b 45 m
Chucago Pueblo 47 34 cdy
m:ll 55‘; ﬁ C?; Reno 76 42 cdy
—— Sacramento 67 47 cdy
Columbus Ga 77 58 cir St Louis 52 38 cdy
Columbus Otwo 53 39 SNO
Concord 48 35 01 cdy Sah Lake Cny 67 39 cir
Daytona Beach 85 68 ok San Dwego 66 5 ok
Derver 40 30 cdy San Francisco 65 4h cdy
Detrod 48 37 02 sno JnJose . e -
Ebuns 50 38 06 S Santa Fe v /4. 39 cay
Ene 51 38 53 sNO Seattle 65 45 "
Evansville 54 41 ooy Shreveport 78 %  cdy
FI@ 38 21 cir Tampa-St P"m 84 73 cay
Flat 45 33 01 sno Jopeka 52 % o
Fort Wayne 43 37 09 o  Tucson 91 52 ch
Fresno 79 49  on Tulsa 62 ®- o
Grand Junction 74 9 o Tupeio 71 3 ck
Grand Rapwds 39 37 ooy Waco 81 55  cdy
Green Bay 37 29 10 oy W DC. .58 48 14 m
Helena 55 27 cdy W Paim Beach 90 66 cdy
Honolulu 82 69  oF Wichna 52 *; Cdy
Inkanapois 1A 36  cdy Wichna Falls /4 4 cdy
Jackson Miss 75 59 cr Wikes Barre S0 44 27 $NO
Kansas Cty 50 36 chr Wilmengton Del = 54 46 11 m
Knoxville 65 47  cody Yakima 71 45 cdy
Lake Charles 83 69 cdy Y oungstown 52 40 22 SNO
Las Vegas 86 55 cir Yuma 60 61 clr

| Tuesday, April 17

AccuWeather® forecast for daytime conditions, high/low temperatures
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(From 1A)

ed field of seven candidates, 35
percent of the voters polled indi-
cated they remain undecided.

The mayor’s race will be
determined on May 5. Early vot-
ing in the race begins Wednes-
day.

Cuevas announced in mid-
February he would not be a can-
didate for mayor, citing respon-
sibilities to his family and his
Jumburrito chain of restaurants.
Soon after Cuevas’ announce-
ment, Canon announced he
would run for mayor. Canon is

(From 1A)

there.”

Voting — whether early or on
election day — could be espe-
cially cntical in this race, since
early indications are that it could
turn out to be a very close elec-
tion.

As was expected, Brown,
Mike Canon, Bill Dingus,
Thomas Flournoy and Buddy
Sipes have made Midland’s
choice for its 21st mayor a diffi-
cult one.

Evidence of that can be seen in
the just-released Reporter-
Telegram/NewsWest 9 mayoral
poll that has Brown leading
Canon by four percentage points.
But Brown has only 21 percent
of the vote. Canon has 17, and
Dingus 14. The most notable of
all numbers, and a big reason ear-
ly voting might not have the same
punch right off the bat, is that

Cuevas' next door neighbor.
The day after Canon made his
announcement, Sipes held a
press conference announcing
his intention to run for mayor.
The third candidate to enter the
race was Dingus, with Brown
following shortly thereafter.
Flournoy, who has never held
political office, filed for candi-
dacy in the final hour on the
final day of the filing period.

Cuevas has endorsed Canon
in the mayor's race.

Cuevas served on the City
Council for 10 years and chose

more than 40 percent of Mid-
landers polled are undecided.

“I think that of the people who
are undecided and take a look at
all the 1ssues, | will ge:  high per-
centage of them,” Dingus said
prior to the release of the num-
bers this moming. “[ have gotten
a lot of support from complete
and total strangers.”

Dingus admittedly doesn’t
have a significant bloc of voters
backing him. His efforts, thus far,
have been pursuing votes from a
pool that most likely will repre-
sent Midland’s undecided.

Brown has probably run the
most high-profile campaign so
far, seeking to get his name and
message out front more so than
one year ago when he finished
fourth in the city’s race for two
at-large council positions. Canon
and Dingus finished first and sec-
ond and eamed seats on the coun-
cil.

not to seek re-elecuon in 2000.
After leaving politics, Cuevas
focused on chanty work, most
notably chairing the annual
United Way campaign which
surpassed its fund-raising goal.

Burns announced this past
year he would not seek another
term as mayor, citing term lim-
its as his reason. Although tech-
nically he could have run again
as he was “grandfathered” with
regard to the term limits mea-
sure enacted while he was in
office, he said that was not his
intent.

WEATHER CUEVAS: Burns has yet to endorse

Burns has not made an
endorsement in the mayor's
race although he is said to be
aligned with Brown who served
on the City Council during
Burns' tenure as mayor.

Among voters who indicated
they are undecided in the actu-
al five-way race, 10 percent of
those undecided voters moved
to the Burns’ column and 5 per-

- cent of the undecided voters said

they would vote for Cuevas.
The poll was conducted from
Wednesday through Saturday.

EARLY: Voting period to end May 1

Early Voting ‘

When: Monday through Friday, April 18 through May 1.

Times: 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Where: Midland County Election Administration building (at
707 W. Washington Ave. on the corner of Washington and
Front Street, next to the Tax Assessors office.)

Bring: Voters registration card or proper identification,

such as a drivers license.

Note: Call 688-1222 if you have questions, such as if you

are registered.

Number of
Voters

7,025
16,729
2,794
13,138
3,075
13,283
4,104
12,511
14,912

Year

2000 (May)
1999

1998 (May)
1997
1997 (May)
1996 (May)
1995

)
1994 (May)
1993

Ewmmmmmgosmmmm |

Number of
early voters

3,248
7,916

719
5,762
1,112
6,803
1,576
3,207
6,244

Percentage

46.23
47.32
25.73
43.90
36.49
51.22
38.40
25.63
41.87

BROWN: Akins pushes for economic diversity

(From 1A)

former councilman Jose Cuevas
told the Reporter-Telegram he
was endorsing Canon in his bid
to become Midland’s 21st may-
or. That was supposed to be huge,
but before the full impact could
be felt, Brown organized a news
conference to announce some
heavy hitters in his comner.

Holding a four point lead over
Canon and a seven point lead
over Dingus as early voting
approaches, i1t could be consid-
ered a significant campaign
move. This 1s considered, by
many, to be one of the closest
races in recent memory.

“This announcement was
something his campaign wanted
to do, and | was pleased to be a
part of it,” Angelo said. "It 1s
going to be a close race, and
every vote should count.”

Angelo served four terms as
Midland’s mayor (from 1972-80)
while Akins served three terms
from 1980-86.

Williams might be the biggest

(From 1A)

Economic development No. 1 with voters

Sixty-two percent of those polled by the Mid-
land Reporter-Telegram and NewsWest 9 said eco-
nomic development 1s the most important issue on
the city’s agenda. Thirty-six percent said crime and
traffic control should be the city’s top prionty.

(From 1A)

sticking in there. They put a lot
of hours in, we're all excited and
looking forward to it now.”

Board Vice President Dale
Strauss said everything should
be “ready to go,” when the
board sits down to finalize
things with Nicks. Strauss
admitted he was surprised the
search went the way it did. He
said often school districts have
more trouble when conducting
their searches.

“I think 1t went better than
expected,” Strauss said. “It’s
generally a little more difficult
than this.”

Strauss said the district had a
“tough™ top five candidates to
choose from. The board inter-
viewed five candidates out of
the 48 who applied.

“I'm extremely happy with
our choice,” Strauss said. “I
think he's going to make an
excellent superintendent for our
district.”

Both Strauss and Lara saw the
budget as being the biggest
challenge Nicks will face once

surprise of the three. At a City
Council meeting on Feb. 27, he
stated he would contemplate ini-
tating his own mayoral campaign
to “get the mayor and the City
Council back in the middle of the
road.” Williams also said at that
meeting, “We need to run the city
the way we are accustomed to in
Midland, Texas. The last 14
months or so have been rough
sledding.”

Williams specifically was
pointing to the way the council
handled the “early retirement” of
former City Manager Mike
McGregor and the Scharbaurer
Sports Complex. The final coun-
cil Brown was involved with was
criticized the most for its role on
both i1ssues.

“He was a vital part of that, and
that concerns me,” Williams
said. “We talked about those
things at great length, and I think
| would agree that things were not
handled 100 percent correct, but
the results are in the past. They
are history.”

Williams points to Brown's

commitment to youth sports
facilities and the conservative
agenda as reasons for the
endorsement.

*“I look at the overall picture of
his message — conservative
government — and [ believe we
need that conservative leadership.
If the mayor doesn’t set the stan-
dard for taking care of our tax
base, it will not be taken care of.”

Economic diversity is another
area of concern for Brown's
support group.

“Economic diversity are buzz
words Midland has been faced
with for years,” Akins said. “We
have been in a losing game, and
as the old coach says, ‘If you are
losing you change your game.’
Dale has innovative thinking
that will change the game to have
more success in the area.

“Cutting property taxes is a key
1ssue in this campaign. They are
too high. It 1s a deterrent to eco-
nomic development. To cut them
is the logical thing to do. It is
going to take somebody with
good financial expertise to cut the

POLL: Many voters remain undecided

Other 1ssues such as park development; pay rais-

he joins the MISD staff in
June. Lara said Nicks will have
to digest a wealth of information
regarding various programs at
MISD and assessing which
areas need the most attention
and which areas could be cut
back. Lara also said Nicks will
have to keep in mind how the
Texas Legislature handles sev-
eral bills which could impact
MISD’s budget. The teacher’s
insurance bill in particular could
impact MISD’s budget. ¢

“Dr. Nicks and (MISD exec-
utive director of business ser-
vices) Art Martin will review
the legislative bills that have
passed and see what kind of
effect, if any, it will have,” Lara
said.

Lara said Nicks could be the
one to take the superintendent
position to “the next level” for
the district. Although Nicks
will have to learn quickly about
MISD’s various programs and
other specifics, Lara said Nicks
should adapt well to his new
position.

“We have confidence in him
that he will come in and have a

es for police offices and firemen; and public trans-
portation rated considerably lower.

Fifty-eight percent of those who indicated they
were undecided as to who they would vote for the
in the mayor’s race, said economic development
should be the city’s top priority.

NICKS: Baressi to retire July 31

good transition,” Lara said. “He
feels comfortable and confident
that he can do that and the board
feels that he can do that.”

The board is expected to
approve Nicks’ contract today at
3:30 p.m. during a special board
meeting. The meeting will be
held in the board room at MIS-
D’s district administration
building at 615 W. Missouri
Ave. A special reception to wel-
come Nicks will be held after-
ward in room 420. Nicks will be
meeting with school board
members and district employ-
ees.

Nicks, who currently is the
executive director for the
Region 5 Education Service
Center in Beaumont, is antici-
pated to start work on June 1,
causing a bit of a superintendent
transitional overlap. Current
Superintendent Joseph Baressi
Jr. is slated to retire on July 31.
For a two-month period both
Baressi and Nicks would be
superintendent.

GUILTY: Gardner pleaded not guilty in earlier hearing

Forensic reports showed that the infant died of

(From 1A)

After the attack, Gardner went to Ms. Lermer’s
work place, claimed the child was sick, and that
he needed to borrow her car, law enforcement

officers said.

He subsequently fled to Mexico, they added.

When Ms. Lermer’s shift ended at 10 p.m., she
took a taxi back home, according to Sheriff’s
reports. She found her daughter dead in her crib.
The girl’s body had bruises to the neck and head
area.

severe head trauma, Ms. Clingman said.
Gardner was apprehended by U.S. Customs

agents in Del Rio on Oct. 3, 2000, after he

attempted to re-enter the United States. He was

arrested and taken to the Midland County Deten-

tion facility.

said.

Gardner pleaded not guilty at an arraignment
hearing in December, but later changed his plea.
Under Texas law, Gardner will not be eligible
for parole until he serves 40 years, Ms. Clingman

budget and get things trimmed

down, and at the same time not
cut any critical services.”

Angelo added, “l think Mid-
land is blessed with leadership,

and this 1s a cnitical juncture for
the community. At this time
Dale Brown has the characteris-
tics Midland needs.”

All totaled, four former coun-

cilmen or mayors announced
their support of Brown. In addi-
tion to Angelo, Akins and
Williams, former councilman
Robert Rendall announced his
support for Brown. That did not
come as a surprise to anyone.

Rendall 1s Brown’s campaign
manager.
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While detained on China's
 Hainan island, the 24 spy plane
crew members played cards, act-
ed out skits based on television
"~ shows and even taught a guard
-.words to the song “Hotel Cali-
formia.”
o “They got quite a few laughs,
Lt. Patnck Honeck said of the
. skits. “We did a ‘People’s Court’
| spoof, news like on ‘Saturday
- Night Live' and one of ‘The
| Crocodile Hunter.”” He said
| . guards who understood English
laughed.
In between the lighter
moments, they were subjected to
~ hours of interrogation.
- Sunday was the crew’s first full
- day back home at the Whidbey
~ Island Naval Air Station in Wash-
. ington state, and several crew
" members gave their fullest
. account yet of their experiences.
" In the seconds after their plane
. was bumped by a Chinese fight-
- eron Aprl 1, crew members said,
. they feared they would have to
bail out with parachutes or crash
land in the South China Sea.
Many were certain thcy would
 die.
. The fighter pilot buzzed the
- Amernican EP-3E several times
- before clipping the turboprop’s
~ No. 1 propeller, knocking it out
of operation and knocking off the
' plane’s nose cone.
. “After his first two runs at us,
. 1t got kind of surreal, like slow
. motion,” Honeck told The New
' York Times in Monday’s edi-

ted
u-
of
yed
er-
aid

DI

tions. He recalled that the Chinese
pilot saluted on his first pass, and

“mouthed something to us” on the

: second.
/ On the third approach, the
Chinese fighter collided with the
d . American plane, causing it to
plummet from 22,500 feet. The
fighter broke in half and crashed
into the sea, presumably killing
the pilot.
P, “The first thing I thought of
T was, Oh, my God,” said Avia-
e tion Machimist’'s Mate Second
3~ Class Wendy Westbrook, the
navigator. “All I could see was
" blue water.”
g “l didn’t think we were going
to make it,” Lt. j.g. Jeffrey Vign-
ery told The Washington Post. “I
said another prayer at that time,
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just in case [ didn’t get it right the
first time.”

He said that when mission
commander Lt. Shane Osbomn
ordered the crew to put on para-
chutes, he thought “obviously
some of us wouldn’t have time to
bail out.”

As the plane leveled out,
Osbom canceled the bailout order
and told the crew to prepare to
ditch at sea. But Osborn regained
enough control and Honeck stud-
ied maps to see where they might
land. The plane’s base at Oki-
nawa, Japan, was too far, as was
the Philippines.

They chose Hainan even with-
out permission from the Chinese
to land.

As they headed for the island,
the crew began destroying sensi-
tive equipment. Crew members
declined to discuss what they did
or whether they completed the
tasks.

After they landed, Osbom said,

il - W o il T S el gl W g i - b

NATION
Crew of American spy plane played cards, "

a small group of armed Chinese
mulitary, including an interpreter,
approached.

“He told us not to move and
don’t do anything,” Osbom told
the Times. I asked if | could use
a phone to call the U.S. ambas-
sador to let him know we were
safe on deck, but he said they had
already taken care of that. Then
they told us to get off the plane
and they were pretty adamant
about it. We dropped a ladder, and
[ got off first.”

“It wasn't a ime to make a
stand. We were unarmed. They're
armed. So they have the advan-
tage,” Osborn said Sunday on
ABC-TV’s “This Week.”

The Amencans were taken to
a barracks.

“Their best barracks,” Osbom
said. “But by American standards,
they were poor. Lots and lots of
bugs and mosquitoes. But it was
livable.”

After two nights, they were

COMING SOON!

Lhe World's Largest Women's Fitness & Weight Loss Franchise

“30 minute fitness & weight loss centers”

wmw Loop 250, Ste. E-101 * Midland, TX. 79706

for women

Call 689-7555
Jor more information!

EXTENDED HOURS

PREFERRED MEDICAL CENTER

Walk-in clinic
1200 Andrews Highway (between Midkiff & Whitney)
Midland, TX 79701

(915) 520-3323
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

9-7 (M-F)

¥

¢ Minor Emergencies

* Diabetes ®* Hypertension
* Arthritis

e EPSTD & Vaccinations

e Physicals

e Cough, Cold & Allergy

R.P&l'ld d M.D.

Board Certified in Intmal Medicine

9-2 (SATURDAY)
11-3 (SUNDAY)

¥

Ages 3 and Above

Medicare, Medicaid,
and all private

insurances accepted
Se Habla Espanol

- Involve yourself in the developing art
of the Horticulture of
the southern Llano Estacado
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all over town!
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They are found in gardens

All grow quite easily...

A garden is for contemplation,
for wildlife,

to create a sense of home,
and 1o celebrate one’'s homeland
while exploring the world.

Why do plants from the Gobi, the
Caucusus, Afghanistan, and
clwhqwﬂyhmhw

At the Sibley Nature Center, 1307 E. Wadley,
on Saturday, April 21st at 9 a.m.
the LLANO ESTACADO CHAPTER
of the NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY OF TEXAS

Do you grow these three plants?

Which one is from China?

Which one is from South America?

is holding their

Which one is from Texas

. acted skits to pass time in Hainan captivity

moved to a nearby base lodge.
Aside from meals, they were seg-
regated from other residents.

Interrogations were conducted
at vanous times, often in the mid-
dle of the night and sometimes as
long as five hours.

The food varied. “It was Chi-
nese food, but definitely not
Amernicanized,” Vignery said.
They were served fish heads
“until they realized we weren't
into fish heads.”

Vignery said the crew played
cards and read a few English-lan-
guage Chinese newspapers they
were given. They leamed little
about the tense diplomatic stand-
off surrounding their detention.

One guard, Honeck said,
“wanted to know the lyrics to an
American song he heard, ‘Hotel
California,” by the Eagles.”
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Are you

PREGNANT?

Do you have

MEDICAID

Would you like to deliver at

WESTWOOD?

You can be delivered by

DR. HARRIS.

ou can be seen at the office o

DR. HARRIS

at Westwood

Expect to see

DR. HARRIS

at every clinic visit.

580-PAPS (7277)
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PH&HHE( Y - GRAHAM PHARMACY - GRAHAM PHARM

All Boyd’s items 60% off
Gram Pharmac

B82-57DC

GRAHAM PHARMACY - GRAHAM PHARMACY - GRAHAM PHARMACY -

F'HAH'F'.!&.(I‘T - GRAAHAM

GRAHAM PHARMACY

| want to help you!

The stock market has experienced gut
wrenching losses.
Your portfolio value may have been cut in half.
If your blood pressure is climbing the charts and you
want advice you can trust.............. Please call me.

Jim Cosner
3300 North “A” St. Bldg #1 682-0326

Regstered Representative offening secunbes through SunAmenca Securibes, Inc. Member NASD, SIPC.

ATTENTION MEN{!

Opportunity to participate in a Clinical
Research Study to evaluate an investigational
medication being developed to improve
sexual function and muscle mass.

How can you qualify?
* Male, age 35 to 80 years young

* One of the following symtoms:

j’* < Fatigue
*"t".ﬂ"’-' TR < 1.0ss of Muscle Mass
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ey Anne Williams, CCRC
SR (860000 Ext. 229
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For the Dream Home You’ve always Wanted
Visit with our team of desngners toda}l* ”"‘*3\

2101 Vl Wadley Ave. Midiand .68

ANNUAL PLANT SALE!
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(and a few for you to test...)

: COME ONE AND COME ALL!
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Canon ready
to lead city
as our mayor

s our city strives to move forward in the
Anext several years, we’ll need at least
two things — confidence and unity.

When Midlanders head to the polls to
elect our next mayor, we hope they'll bear
this 1n mind.

We need a mayor who can offer these
qualities.

We can'’t afford to sink down into the dol-
drums. We can’t be down on ourselves —
or each other.

Leadership is about bringing people
together. You have to listen to all sides in a
debate, not a select few, privileged voices.
Then a leader faces the challenge of
encouraging the various sides to forget their
differences and pull together for the com-
mon good.

Midlanders have grown weary of the “big
brother” approach in which they are told
what they need to know, only when 1t 1s
deemed necessary. Citizens and taxpayers .
of this community would rather have all the
facts. Citizens want to be a genuine part of
the decision-making process.

One year ago, Mike Canon was the top
vote-getter in the at-large race for the Mid-
land City Council. Canon ran on a platform
that advocated honesty and candor at a
time when many in our community had
doubts about the way city government was
operating.

It is obvious voters one year ago
embraced the freshness of Canon’s candi-
dacy.

In his first term on the City Council,
Canon has rankled a few members of the
status quo. Canon, though always polite and
courteous, hasn’t adopted the city’s “busi-
ness as usual” approach. He's asked a few
too many questions. He's challenged some
of the “we’ve always done it this way" atti-
tude.

What motivates Canon”’

We believe he truly wants what is best for
this city.

To him, this race 1sn’t about ego or ambi-

CAL THOMAS

omething termble happened in The Nether-
lands last week that will have profound con-
sequences around the world.

Not since Germany occupied Holland six
decades ago has there been
an official policy declaring
some people unfit to live and
worthy of forced extermi-
nation. But last week, the
Dutch parliament gave final
approval to a new euthana-
sia law that will allow doc-
tors to end a life when it is
subjectively decided that
the life 1s no longer worth
living.

The wusual assurances
have been given by govern-
ment and the medical estab-
lishment to pacify the mass-
es, 10,000 of which demonstrated against the
measure outside the Parliament building in the
Hague the day of the vote. Two doctors will have
to validate that the patient is terminally 1ll, that
he or she suffers “unbearably” and wants to die.
But the principle of an unalienable right to life,
which began to fall when abortion was legalized,
has crashed to the pavement with the Dutch gov-
ernment’s validation of euthanasia.

How quickly we have regressed from all life
having value to negotiating the circumstances of
our own and other’s demise. The sick elderly will
be first, followed by the mentally handicapped,
then the physically disabled and finally, anyone

Thomas
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OPINION

society deems, for whatever reason, to have
placed too great an economic, social or person-
al burden on the state or a family member. Too
extreme? On what basis can anyone oppose these
horrors when the only principal protecting
human life has been compromised? Who is to
say “no” when voters, opinion polls and
“experts” say “yes"?

A “nght to die” is quite different from an indi-
vidual’s right to refuse treatment. The common
law has long recognized the latter. But when a
right is elevated to the level of a constitutional
principle, then the courts are empowered to
decide whether to expand or contract that right,
as they did in America beginning with the so-
called “nght to privacy,” which is what led to
the elimination of all abortion restrictions.

People who lightly esteem human life and think
of us as having been produced by an evolution-
ary process stemming from random chance are
the most likely to embrace euthanasia.

In their prophetic 1979 book, “Whatever Hap-
pened to the Human Race?”, former Surgeon
General C. Everett Koop and the late philoso-
pher-theologian Francis Schaeffer warned of the
coming “arbitrary reclassification as nonpersons
(of) the elderly.” This, they note, “will become
increasingly so as the proportion of the old and
weak in relation to the young and strong
becomes abnormally large, due to the growing
anti-family sentiment, the abortion rate and med-
icine’s contribution to the lengthening of the nor-
mal life span. The imbalance will cause many
of the young to perceive the old as a cramping

A libertarian? Not quite, but almost

Tuesday, April 17, 2001

Dutch unleash dehumanizing new policy

nuisance in the hedonistic lifestyle they claim as
their right. As the demand for affluence contin-
ues and the economic crunch gets greater, the
amount of compassion that the legislature and
the courts will have for the old does not seem
likely to be significant considering the precedent
of the nonprotection given to the unborn and new-
born.”

Exactly a century ago, journalist Abraham
Kuyper became Prime Minister of The Nether-
lands. As Mckendree Langley writes in his book,
“The Practice of Political Spirituality: Episodes
From the Public Career of Abraham Kuyper™:
“Queen Wilhelmina opened Parliament with the
annual Speech from the Throne, written by the
Prime Minister ... Emphasizing the spintual inter-
ests of the nation, the Queen declared that cab-
inet policy would be based on the Christian foun-
dations of society. The ethical character of pub-
lic life would have to be more carefully protected
by law.” The moral descendants of Kuyper
demonstrated outside Parliament last week In
favor of that view, while inside legislators marked
the centennial of Kuyper’s inaugural with a vote
that was the antithesis of everything he believed.

How quickly a society can slide toward perdi-
tion with no compass and no objective standard
of right and wrong. First, the Nazis dehuman-
ized the Dutch Jews. Now the Dutch — Jews and
Gentiles (with others soon to follow) — are dehu-
manizing themselves.

Cal Thomas' column is distributed by the Los
Angeles Times Syndicate.
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Midland is at crossroads:
needs leaders like Dufford

Midland is a wonderful community. In
how many other cities across these United
States can so many people enjoy good, high-
paying jobs without having to fight the pol-
lution, crowds, cnme, long commutes,
poor schools, high housing costs, etc., that
go along with living in a major city? We are
truly blessed. However, since most of the
major oil ies have pulled out of Mid-
land and consolidated their operations in
Houston, Midland and its economy are
shrinking.

Midland is now at a crossroads. If Mid-
land fauls to diversify its economy within the
next few years by attracting non-oil-relat-
ed and non-retail businesses with their pro-
fessional and managenal jobs, the city will
wither away like some other West Texas
towns are now in the process of doing.

Scott Dufford has a for attracting new
businesses to Midland. He also has the abil-
ity to execute his plans. His expernience in
starting and running his own successful busi-
nesses proves he can get things done. More
importantly, Dufford Massionatc about
turning ths city around and making it a place
where our children can return after gradu-
ating college.

idland needs leaders like Dufford, and

we need them now.
Frank Cusimano

tion. It isn’t about power or manipulation.

Canon truly has a deep sense of commu-
nity service. He wants to see the best for
Midland and wants to pull all sides togeth-
er to work for the betterment of our com-
munity.

We have faith that Canon can accomplish
this mission.

Early voting in this local contest begins
Wednesday. The election will be held on
May 5.

This is an important local election and we
hope Midland voters will head to the polls
and let their voices be heard.

We recommend they cast their ballots 1n
favor of Mike Canon.

He’ll make a great mayor for Midland.

ToDAY IN HISTORY

Today is Tuesday, April 17, the 107th day of 2001.
There are 258 days left in the year.

Today’s highlight in history:

Forty years ago, on Apnl 17, 1961, about 1,500 CIA-
‘trained Cuban exiles launched the disastrous Bay of Pigs
invasion of Cuba in a failed attempt to overthrow the
government of Fidel Castro.

On this date:

In 1492, a contract was signed by Chnistopher Colum-
bus and a representative of Spain’s King Ferdinand and
Queen Isabella, giving Columbus a commussion to seek
a westward ocean passage to Asia.

In 1790, Amenican statesman Benjamin Franklin died
in Philadelphia at age 84.

In 1861, the Virginia State Convention voted to secede

from the Umon.
In 1941, Yugoslavia surrendered to Germany in World

War I1.

In 1969, a jury in Los Angeles convicted Sirhan Sirhan
of assassinating Sen. Robert F. Kennedy.

In 1969, Czechoslovak Communist Party chairman

Alexander Dubcek was deposed.
In 1970, the astronauts of Apollo 13 splashed down

safely in the Pacific, four days after a ruptured oxygen
tank crippled their spacecraft.

In 1975, Phnom Penh fell to Communist insurgents,
ending Cambodia’s five-year war.

In 1990, the Rev. Ralph D. Abernathy, the civil nghts
activist and top aide to the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.,
died in Atlanta at age 64.

Ten years ago: Congress voted to put a quick end to
a day-old nationwide strike by 235,000 rail workers
(President George Bush signed the legislation early the
next day). The Dow Jones industrial average closed
above 3,000 for the ﬁrstunrﬂg;fglc&ay at 3,004.46.

Five years ago: Seeking to acific security jit-
ters, P:mthm.g:’mn and Japanese Prime Minister Ryu-

taro Hashimoto signed a joint deﬁ'ltwn estabhslnng
new U.S.-Japan ties for a “stable #hd prosperous”™ Asia.

"'m going to tell you why I am almost, but not quite,
a libertanan. First, capitalism, unless moderated by

Chnistian virtue or government, is just as brutal and
cruel as communism. | know that’s hard for baby
boomers to believe. After all, they grew up in the incred-
1bly prosperous post-World War Il United States. Most
have never expenenced really
hard umes. Most have not both-
ered to read much history or lit-
erature. Many were content to
believe the fairy tales woven by
Ayn Rand and her cohorts.

Try digging coal for a few pen-
nies a ton 1n an unsafe mine where
you are forced to buy your own
tools. Try imagining a disabling
injury and, instead of workman's
compensation or disability insur-
ance, your broken body is just
tossed off the company property.
That’s capitalism.

Try a six- or seven-day work week with 12-hour days
and a pittance for wages, in a hellish and unhealthy envi-
ronment and with absolutely no benefits. That’s cap-
italism. You can still see pure capitalism in places like
Calcutta, India, or Mogadishu, Somalia. Capitalism is
great if you're the capitalist, just as communism is great
if you're the commussar or the party bigwig.

I wonder how many Americans would be willing to
cut and sew a pair of finished bluejeans for 75 cents
in a sweltering, bug-infested building. How many tpmr
do you think you'd have to cut and sew in order to feed
your family? Those $30 to $50 bluejeans we wear were
made by what amounts to slave labor in Central Amer-
iIca or Asia.

I've never been a union member and don’t intend
to be one, but I can at least appreciate the struggle union
men undertook to improve the lives of working men
and women. | guarantee you that without the “threat™
of unionization, most working men and women would
see a very different face on their employers.

And that might not be too far off. Under phony free-
trade deals, unions are being broken and pressured by
the movement of, and the threat to move, factonies over-

seas. Anybody who expects real compassion from a

Reese

corporation would mistake Hannibal Lecter for a veg-
etanian. Unfortunately, the union Ip 1S so infect-
ed with socialists, they’d rather pursue their ideolog-
ical goals than look out for their members.

So while I strongly believe in the maximum possi-
ble freedom, I also believe in community and in respon-
sibility to that community. Not only is no man an island,
but no man is self-made. Some people are just good
at forgetting all the people who helped the majority get
to where they are.

If you aspire to total freedom and want to be entire-
ly self-made, then go to a deserted island and live entire-
ly off your own labor. If you survive, you can claim
to be a self-sufficient person.

But don’t live in a community with all its protec-
tions and benefits, don’t go to public schools, rnide on
public roads, enjoy the benefits of publicly provided
clean water and sanitary sewers and then proclaim your-
self an individual who owes nobody anything. That’s
just bravo sierra, and you know it.

Freedom is not a virtue per se. It can mean the free-
dom of the strong to bully and enslave the weak. It can
mean the freedom to exploit the poor, to despoil the
land and the water, to tum your back on the oppressed,
the sick, the dying.

That’s why, instead of being a libertanan, I fall in

with those old-fashioned conservatives who believe in
ordered liberty, strict observances of the Constitution
and a mind-our-own-business foreign policy. Don’t con-
fuse me with the neo-conservatives who like big gov-
emment and impenalism as long as they run it. Most
of those guys are just ex-Trotskyites anyway. And don't
confuse me with chamber-of-commerce conservatives
who claim anything good for big business is good for
the country. That’s horse manure.
At the same time, I'm definitely not a socialist. An
ex-socialist, John Dos Passos, once remarked the world
was becoming a museum of socialist failures. And
SO it is.

The idea of a
pure, capitalism and pure, overregulated

1alism — is what we should strive for.

Charley Reese’s column is distributed by King Fea-
tures Syndicate.

Dufford would bring ideas

to revitalize our downtown

My famuly and I have had the privilege
of knowing Scott Dufford, his wife, Beth,
and their three children, since moving to
Midland .more than 10 years ago. Dufford
is currently running for a seat on the City
Council, and in my opinion, he would be an
excellent representative for Midland.

Dufford is a highly respected businessman
in the community who has helped build sev-
eral successful companies in recent years.
His successes are a result of excellent lead-
ership abilities and experienced fiscal man-
agement. Dufford wants to tackle the issue
of high property taxes, while striving at the
same time to work toward diversifying and
strengthening Midland’s economy. One of
his campaign pledges that appeals a great
deal to me is his plan to bring forth creative
ideas toward revitalizing the downtown area.
It would benefit all Midlanders to see our
downtewn area thriving again.

On a personal level, Dufford is a devot-
ed and active family man who knows what
it means to be involved in the normal, every-
day challenges of raising and supporting a
family. He's quick with a smile and a hand-
shake, and there’s no doubt he would be the
type of representative who could only touch
Midland in a very positive way.

Lou Paulson

Brown has been successful
in every aspect of his life

I moved to Midland less than four
months ago, and although I am not overly
political, it was hard to ignore the rhetoric
about the mayoral race. Especially notice-
able are the comments by the other candi-
dates and the newspaper about Dale Brown.
First blush would make you think this guy
had done something wrong to get all this
attention.

After investigating this myself, instead of
relying what others say, I think we have the
man. Don’t get me wrong. | think there are
two other candidates who should probably
do very well, but in Brown we have a can-
didate who has been successful in every area
of his life. Brown has successfully created
new businesses, served as a suc-
cessful public servant and a long-time leader
of the church that vrought “Stream in the
Desert” to Midland and with his wife Rita,
raised a fantastic family of six children. No
wonder all the attention is on Brown. But
don’t take my word for it (or anyone else’s).
Take the time to in

this community even better than it is. Let’s
not miss this chance to elect a
Carl
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