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Roads debate about conservative principles

Issue for the special session is funding without raising taxes

By Chris Tomlinson

Associated Press

AUSTIN — Gov. Rick Perry has called the Legislature
back for a third special session to approve more money
for roads, but the main sticking point centers on what 1s
the most conservative way to fund them without raising
taxes.

No one doubts Texas needs more money for roads. City
freeways are jammed with traffic and rural roads near oil
and gas fields are turning to dust under heavy trucks.

Experts at the Texas Department of Transportation say
they need an extra $4 billion a year just to maintain their
road network. Business-friendly politicians openly worry
that if the Legislature doesn’t act soon, businesses will
stop moving to Texas because of bad roads.

The problem is where to find the money. The motor

B ANALYSIS

fuels tax 1s supposed to help pay the bills, but with cars
becoming more fuel efficient and the tax unchanged since
1991, revenue is not keeping up.

Lawmakers last raised the gasoline tax in 1991 to 20
cents a gallon, with 15 cents going for roads and 5 cents
spent on public schools. Texas ranks 29th in the nation
in fuel tax rates. While lawmakers have floated the idea
of raising the tax, the Republican majority has firmly
rejected that option.

One way to avoid paying for new highways is to allow
private companies to build and operate them as toll roads.
But that option has proven unpopular. Unwilling to raise
taxes or privatize anymore highways, lawmakers have
gone searching for existing revenue, a journey that led
them to the rainy day fund.

LLawmakers created the state savings account in 1987
and the constitution requires that 75 percent of o1l and gas
revenues above what was collected in 1987 should auto-
matically flow into it. A two-thirds vote by both chambers
of the Legislature is the only way to take money out.

The Great Recession prompted lawmakers to tap the
fund 1n 2011 and 2013 to balance the budget, the fund’s
intended purpose. But with oil and gas drilling booming.
the fund has at least $1.7 billion a year lowing into 1t.

Sen. Robert Nichols, R-Jacksonville, authored a pro-
posed constitutional amendment and accompanying bill
that would take 50 percent of the money flowing into the
fund and divert it for roads and bridges. It’s not quite the
$4 billion the state needs, but $840 million a year 1s better
than nothing, he said. And if o1l and gas revenues keep

Please see ROADS/4A
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Mezzo-soprano singer Susan Graham, right, chats with members of St. Luke's United Methodist Church after the service on Sunday.
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By Jimmy Patterson

Who is Barney
Grafa, and why
does he have a

park named
after him?

any of us take strolls around
parks or our children to the
swings and shdes in these mini-

outdoor getaways. but we have no 1dea
for whom these parks are named. While
the simple knowledge of a park’s name-
sake may not enhance the playtime of
a S-year-old. 1t may give the grown-ups
trivia for around the office water cooler.
While Midland has 41 parks on 1.172
acres of land. according to the city’s web
site. the question remains: Who 1s Barney
Grafa and others whose names adorn the
granite signs marking the entryways to
some of the city’s most visible recre-
ational areas?” While some facihities are
easily identihable by even short-time
residents — Cowden Park. Scharbauer
. | Park. Martin Luther King Jr.. Park. and
\T Booker T. Washington Park — others
\r. | need an explanation.
B Chnis Davidson Park (also known as
Opportunity Park). Ventura Street west of
“A" Street.
Chns Davidson was the grandson ot
the founder of the philanthropic Davidson
Foundation who died of muscular dystro-

Marfa wonders about the Border Patrol

By Alfredo Corchado
The Dallas Morning News
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MARFA — If anyone has seen a surge in Border Patrol agents, it’s
the residents of this picturesque region. The agents are difficult to

IMISS.

Theyre at restaurants sipping coffee or downing burritos, roaming
up and down the border in their white-and-green vans making sure it
is secure, or manning checkpoints heading into a town with just one

blinking stoplight.

As Washington debates immigration overhaul, much of the discus-
sion has been viewed through the prism of border security. Last
week, Homeland Security Secretary Janet Napolitano and Mexican
President Enrigue Pena Nieto met to annourfce a bi-national secunity
communications network and coordinated patrols between the U.S.

Border Patrol and Mexico’s federal police.

Alfredo Corchado/Dallas Morning News

In this remote West Texas town, about an hour from the border

and the Mexican states of Chihuahua and Coahuila, many locals are

Please sce MARFA/4A  Securty.

Today in Abby

A mother wants to shield
her kicls from their toxic”

The big number
Peter Capaidi is the

12th actor

to the role of “Dr. Whe.”
Mare o0 TA.

A 40-foot logo commissioned by Playboy has generated a
stir in Marfa, taking the spotlight away from issues like border

phy at an early age.
B Dunagan Park. 600 E. Gist Ave.
Located near Midland Freshman and
Travis Elementary. this park has largely
been used for soccer games 1n recent
years. Its namesake 1s Clinton Dunagan.
‘ whose family owned an early Coca-Cola
: distributorship in Midland and was a
big community supporter. The park was
dedicated in 1952.
B Essex Park. 3400 Whittle Way.
When Midland resident Frank Essex
died, contributions by his widow and
other residents who are a part of the
Fairmont Park Homeowners Association,
helped create one of Midland’s newest
parks.
B Fasken Park, 2301 Humble Ave.
One of a handful of Midland pioneers
whose names are memonalized 1n a
city park, this facility was named after
Andrew Fasken, rancher, banker, railroad
builder and Midland supporter for many
years in the early part of the 20th century.
B C.J. Kelly Park, League Drive, west

Please see PARKS/4A
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John Robert "Bob™ Scott,
83, of Big Spring, Texas,

died Saturday, August 3,
2013, at Shannon Medical
Center in San Angelo, Texas.
Funeral services will be held
at 10 a.m., Tuesday, August
6, 2013, at the First Chnistian
Church in Big Spring with
the Dr. Ken Mclntosh and the
Rev. Clark Ford officiating.
Graveside services will be 4

- p.m. Tuesday at Mount Ever-

green Cemetery in Pecos,
Texas. On Monday, August
5, 2013, the family will re-
ceive friends from 6 to 8 p.m.
at Nalley-Pickle &  Welch
Funeral Home & Crematory
of Big Spring.

Bob was bom October
16, 1929, in Burgettstown,

Pennsylvania. He attended
Randolph-Macon  Milntary
School in Front Royal

Virginia, then moved to San
Antonio, Texas with his-fam-
ily in 1944. He graduated
from Alamo Heights High
School and St. Mary’s Uni-
versity. Upon his graduation
he passed the CPA exam to
become one of the youngest
licensed CPAs 1n the country.
Bob practiced accounting for
more than 50 years, much of
which was in Pecos, where
he entered the banking busi-
ness in the early 1970s. Bob
remained active in the indus-
try until his death. He had
been a resident of Big Spring
since 1993 and was a mem-
ber of the First Christian
Church.

He was married to Eileen
Flock for 37 years, and she
preceded him in death. Bob
then married Carol Ann Win-
ter who survives him. Other
survivors include his five
children, John R. Scott, Jr.
and wife, Cynthia, of Big
Spring, David Scott and wife,
Patti, of Van Hom, Richard
Naylor and wife, Darla, of

Mesquite, Cindy  Scott
Wabner and husband, Doug,
of Dallas, and Melodee

Blalock and husband, Bnan,
of Huntsville; two sisters,
Barbara Schulte and hus-
band, Jay, of San Antonio
and Jeannette Wyman of
Austin; five grandchildren
who were the delight of his
life; and numerous nieces
and nephews. He was preced-
ed in death by his parents,
Robert Stewart Scott and
Dorothy Fabre Scott.

In lieu of flowers, the fami-
ly requests memonals be
made to Juliette Fowler
Communities, 1234 Abrams

Road, Dallas, Texas 75214,
mmm«nu

Spring, 911 Goliad, Big

ing, Texas 79720, First
432 S. Elm St, Pecos, Texas
19772 or to charity of
your choice.

Arrangements under the di-
rection of Nalley-Pickle &
Welch Funeral Home & Cre-
matory of Big Spring. Online
condolences can be made at:
www.npwelch.com

 Robert "Bob”
Wallace .
Robert "Bob" Wallace, 88,
passed away Wednesday,
July 31, 2013, in Midland,
Texas. A memonal service
will be held on Tuesday, Au-

gust 6, 2013, 2:00 p.m. at
Christ Church Midland with

ciating.

Bob was born on April 18,
1925 in Winnipeg Manitoba
Canada to Robert and lrene
(Pearl) Marter Wallace. At
the age of 17, Bob joined the
Canadian Army from 1942-
1944. In 1952 Bob came to
the United States to work for
Verizon formally known as
G.T.E in California. There 1n
California he met the love of
his life, Margaret Taylor,
whom he mamed on August
14, 1954 at St. Augustine by
the Sea in Santa Monica,
| California.

In 2000 Bob and Margaret
moved to Midland, Texas
and have lived in the com-
munity since then.

Survivors include wife,
Margaret Wallace, of Mid-
land, and numerous nieces,
| nephews, grand nieces and
grand nephews. He is preced-
ed in death by his half-sister
Irene Font Wilson.

The family wishes to ex-

tude. and love to the mem-
bers of Christ Church Angli-
can. In addition, they want to
thank Dr. Bartha, the nurses,
aides. social workers, and

equipment people of Hospice
of Midland, therr many
friends, and Amy. They

would also like to express
their gratitude to Dr. P. K.
Patel, for his excellent patient
care.

In lieu of flowers, memon-
als can be made to Hospice

of Midland and Chnst
Church Midland.
Arrangements are under

the direction of Nalley-Pickle
& Welch Funeral Home &
Crematory of Midland.
Online condolences can be
made at www.npwelch.com

Father Jonathan Hartzer, offi- | “ 1,

press their affection, grat--

STATEBRIEFS

FROM WIRE REPORTS

AMARILLO
2 killed in Panhandle when car overturns, burns

Two men are dead after the car in which they were rid-
ing veered out of control into a ditch after hitting a rural
Panhandle railroad crossing, then overturned and burned.

The Texas Department of Public Safety reported the
crash happened Saturday evening on a rural road between
Canyon and Amarillo. DPS Trooper Daniel Hawthorne
said the car apparently was traveling at high speed when

it hit the railroad crossing.

Hawthorne said neither Kristopher Keith Shoemaker,
of Canyon, the 26-year-old driver, nor his 24-year-old
passenger Cecil Coulten, of Canyon, wore seatbelts when

the crash happened.

GRAND PRAIRIE

Driver killed when truck veers off overpass, burns

A truck driver has died when his semitrailer rig veered
off an interchange overpass, crashed and burned on the

road below near Dallas.

A police statement said the crash happened Satur-
day afternoon at the Interstate 30 interchange with the
President George Bush Turnpike in Grand Prairie. Police
said the rig was westbound on I-30 when it veered off

the right shoulder and slammed through a guardrail and
retaining wall. The rig fell onto the turnpike below and

burst into flames.

Police officers working a lane closure nearby were
quickly on scene. Police said the officers and stopping
motorists tried to rescue the driver from the truck cab.
They were forced back as flames consumed the cab.

HOUSTON

2 children drown; uncle drowns trying to save them

Two children drowned in a southern Houston bayou,
and their uncle drowned trying to save them.

The deaths happened Sunday morning during a family
fishing outing along Sims Bayou.

Houston Fire Capt. Ruy Lozano said a bystander pulled

the children, ages S and 11, from the stream and began
cardiopulmonary resuscitation, but they died a short time

later at a hospital.

Dive teams recovered their uncle’s body about two

hours later,
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By Dan Wallach

Beaumont Enterprise

BEAUMONT — “Welcome to Cen-
treville,” the sign says on entering the
backyard home of what might be the most
elaborate model railroad layout in South-
east Texas.

It's Tuesday, Oct. 14, 1958.

Dwight Eisenhower is president. It’s his
68th birthday. He’s already succeeded 1n
enacting one of the signature accomplish-
ments of his time in office — creation of
the interstate highway system.

It was also David Malloch’s 24th
birthday. He's been entranced by model
trains since he was 3 years old in 1937. In
1958, passenger trains were on the wane as
commercial airlines, interstate highways,
Detroit iron — all fins and chrome with
front seats the size of living room couches
— and bus lines competed for restless, mo-
bile Amerncans.

But in Centreville — Malloch’s Cen-
treville — famous passenger trains like
the 20th Century Limited, the New York
Central’s famous luxury train that traveled
between New York and Chicago, shares
track with the Super Chief, the Santa Fe's
Chicago-to-Los Angeles run, pulled by the
sleek diesel-electric locomotives of the era.

Steam-powered locomotives, still 1n
every railroad’s inventory of the day when
and if the diesel-electrics broke down,
pull Cotton Belt freight cars and Texaco
tankers.

It’s all at HO scale, which, simply put,
in Malloch’s 600-square-foot building
equates to about 1.500 feet of track. If
drawn out to life size, it would cover 25
miles.

It might seem like an elaborate toy, a
hobbyist’s inward dream.

But it draws in the casual observer.
There is drama in Centreville and 1t’s not
just on the tracks that circle the town.

Centreville itself is a city with 20
intersections. It has a College Avenue that
intersects with a Main Street.

Down Main Street, in the middle of
town, the Centreville Fire Department 1s
battling a sixth-floor blaze on the top of
the Shamrock Hotel, interrupting in-town
traffic.

The traffic lights are synchronized,
flashing green, then yellow, then red. Street
lights on the top of brass poles illuminate
the cityscape. Two-tone cars cruise along
side streets and are backed up around the
Shamrock fire. On the other end of town,
a funeral service is under way at the All
Saints Cathedral
churchyard.

The tops of buildings are home to the
bill s of Esso, Mobilgas and Texaco.
Cars are filling up with regular or hi-test at
Gulf and Shell stations.

Moviegoers line up to see “Gigi,” with
Maurice Chevalier and Leslie Caron at
“The Palace.”

A man in a wheelchair approaches Sam
Houston Hall, stopped in front of the steep
steps leading up to the double brass doors.
These are the days before anyone ever
thought of the Americans with Disabilities
Act and built ramps so disabled people
could take part in public life.

The city itself was built to proper fire
code. The hydrants are spaced correctly.
| Mallock “founded” Centreville in 1973

ABOVE: David Malloch, left, stands with Phillip Comeaux,
with Calder Woods in front of Centreville in Pinewood on June 16. Malloch “founded™ Centreville in
1973 when he and his wife, Sandra, lived on 21st Street in Beaumont. They

wood, built the 20-foot by 30-foot building for the layout
his home and has moved to Calder Woods senior living community. He needs to
| find a home for Centreville. BELOW: Views down main street of the Centreville model.

Wi %ﬁf“mﬁéﬁﬁ% 1 I
In ‘Centreville,’ trains
run, time stands still

right, chief operator, and Dave Long, top,

later moved to Pine-
and Centreville grew from there. Now 78,

when he and his wife, Sandra, lived on

2 1st Street in Beaumont. They later moved
to Pinewood, built the 20-foot by 30-foot
building for the layout and Centreville
grew from there.

Now 78, Malloch is selling his home
and has moved to Calder Woods senior
living community. He needs to find a home
for Centreville.

“It’s educational,” he told the Beaumont
Enterprise. “l very much want it to remain
in Beaumont. It started here. You can see
why I want a museum in Beaumont for it.”

Over at Union Station, passenger trains
await people to board. The 20th Century
Limited was famous for laying out a cnnm-
son carpet for its passengers. It's where the
expression “‘red-carpet treatment” started.

Various scenes play out in front of
the station. People are shaking hands. A
couple kisses — is it hello or goodbye?

— and one grips a suitcase. Porters haul
luggage from waiting yellow taxis lined up
in front of the station. Several blocks from
Union Station, buses are pulling into the
Greyhound station.

Trains pull out and begin their journey
that could take a half-hour from the eight-
foot long shed with the transparent roof
to a mid-level track and up to a third-level
track and down again to the station. In real
life, the shed would be 700 feet long.

Phillip Comeaux, a retired process oper-
ator, helped build Malloch’s layout, which
includes 6,000 feet of telephone landline
wire for the entire layout’s power needs.

One operator can run two trains from
one throttle. There are three throttles so
Centreville can have six trains going at
once.

On the mid-level, trains disappear into
mountain tunnels. The trains get to the
upper levels through a helix system unseen
to visitors. On one side of a mountain, a
scout troop is climbing. On the other side
of the mountain, a family of bears is forag-
ing. There are campers nearby. Or are they
hobos?

Centreville is fictional, Malloch said. As
to absolute historical accuracy, it doesn’t
pretend to be, he said. Some of the trains
featured never ran in Texas.

Jeff Hamilton, another model railroad
enthusiast, operates a couple of the trains.
He said the club to which he, Malloch and
Comeaux belong is called the East Texas
& Gulf Railway Modelers Association.
There are many layouts around the area.

When Comeaux first saw Malloch’s lay-
out, he said, “I was blown away by what
he'd done.”

Malloch said he would like to have a
larger space for the layout so more people
could see Centreville. It gets a little crowd-
ed with more than just a couple of people
squeezing in to see the city’s sights.

A clock tower on one of the buildings
shows the time as 8:23. It could be mom-
ing or night.

When the lights are dimmed, Centreville
glows. The Palace’s neon marquee dances
with .lighlS. The Shamrock still burns. The

interiors of the club cars on the passenger

trains show people seated or peering out of

the observation deck.

Train whistles blow. Steam engines
chug. People come and go. It’s Oct. 14,
1958, in Centreville. Alwars, ’
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By Michael J. Mishak
" Associated Press

MIAMI — This wasn’t
thcremlmontlrteap-'ty
had in mind.

Four years ago, the
movement and its potent
mix of anger and populism
persuaded thousands of
costumed and sign-waving
conservatives to

-the ballooning deficit

and President Obama’s
health care law. It swept

a crop of no-compromise
lawmakers into Congress
and governor’s offices

and transformed political
up-and-comers, including
Florida Sen. Marco Rubio,
into household names.

But as many tea party
stars seek re-election next
year and Rubio considers
a 2016 presidential run,
conservative activists are
finding themselves at a
crossroads. Many of their
standard-bearers have
embraced more moderate
positions on bedrock issues
such as immigration and
health care, broadening
their appeal 1n swing states
but dampening grass-roots
passion.

“They keep sticking
their finger in the eyes of
the guys who got them
elected,” said Ralph King, a
co-founder of the Cleve-
land Tea Party Patriots. “A
lot of people are feeling
betrayed.”

The tea party is a loosely
knit web of activists, and
some are hoping to rekindle
the fire with 2014 primary
challenges to wayward Re-
publicans. But many more
say they plan to sit out
high-profile races in some
important swing states next
year, a move that GOP
leaders fear could impenl
the re-election prospects of
former tea party luminaries,
including the governors of
Flonda and Ohio.

“It changes the playing
field for us,” said Tom Gait-
ens, former Flonda director
of FreedomWorks, a politi-
cal action commuttee that
has spent millions of dollars
to help tea party candidates.
“The most powerful thing
we have as a movement 1s
our feet and our vote.”

In the summer of 2009,
lea party supporters
stormed congressional town
hall meetings, shouting
down lawmakers who had
voted for the bank bailout
and the siumulus package.
The movement’s voice
grew louder after Demo-
crats passed the health care
overhaul, and voters took
their outrage to the polls in
2010. The tea party wave
stunned Democrats and
many moderate Republi-
cans, sweeping the GOP
into control of the House

and changing the balance of

power 1n many statehouses.
But not long after some
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Tea party plans to abandon GOP stars

J. Scott Applewhite/AP

Tea party activists rallying in front of the U.S. Capitol in Washington on June 19. The movement's top strategists concede the tea party
Is quieter today, by design. It has matured, they said, from a protest movement to a political movement. Large-scale rallies have given

way 10 strategic letter-writing and phone-banking campaigns to push or oppose legisiative agendas in Washington and state capitals.

tea party stars took office,
political analysts said,

they were forced to adapt

to a changing landscape,
particularly in states Obama
won in 2012, and to the
realities of governing.

The tea party also fell out
of favor with many people.
At its height after the 2010
elections, a CBS News
poll found that 31 percent
of those surveyed consid-
ered themselves tea party
supporters. A May survey
found just 24 percent iden-
tified with the movement.

Facing sagging approval
ratings, tea party Republi-
cans, some of whom were
elected by slim margins,
shifted tactics.

Fla. Gov. Rick Scott, a
former health care company
executive who won office
by attacking the health law
and calling for deep cuts
to state spending, later
endorsed the health law and
signed one of the largest
budgets in state history,
complete with pay raises
for teachers. Similarly, Gov.
John Kasich, R-Ohio, and
Rick Snyder, R-Mich., are
battling their GOP-domi-
nated legislatures to expand
Medicaid, a big part of the
health law.

Tea party supporters
were most struck by Rubio,
the son of Cuban immi-
grants. His personal story
and unlikely nse to power
made him perhaps the most
prominent figure in the
movement.

As a Senate candidate
in 2010, he denounced
as “amnesty’ any plan
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that would offer a path

to citizenship for those
who were in the country
illegally. Yet in recent
months, he has emerged as
a leader of a bipartisan Sen-
ate group that developed

a plan that includes such

a provision. The plan has
been panned by conserva-
tives but ultimately could
bolster Rubio’s standing
with Hispanics, a growing
demographic group that
has voted overwhelmingly
Democratic in recent years.

One sweltening July day,
a half-dozen tea party pro-
testers gathered under a tree
in front of Rubio’s Miami
office, seeking shade as
they denounced his sup-
port for an immigration
overhaul. But the protest
soon turned into more of a
support group, with the four
men and two women grous-
ing to each other about how
Rubio had turned into a
“back-stabber.” a “har” and
a “flip-flopper.”

Juan Fiol, a real estate
broker who organized the
protest, kept looking at his
phone, waiting for calls
from fellow tea party sup-
porters that never came.

“It was supposed to be
a big event,” he said as he
waved a large “Don’t Tread
on Me" flag.

The movement's top
strategists acknowledge the
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tea party is quieter today, by
design. It has matured, they
said, from a protest move-
ment to a political move-
ment. Large-scale rallies
have given way to strategic
letter-wrniting and phone-
banking campaigns to push
or oppose legislative agen-
das in Washington and state
capitals. In Michigan and
Ohio, for example, leaders
have battled the implemen-
tation of the president’s
health law and the adoption
of “Common Core™ state
school standards.

Local activists say they
have focused largely on
their own communities
since Obama’s re-election
and the 1deological dnft of
some tea party-backed poli-
ticians. Many are running
for school boards, county

commussions and city
councils, focusing on issues
such as unfunded pension
liabilities and sewer systen
repairrs.

“The positions that
people are filling at the lo-
cal levels are more impor-
tant for the future of the
movement and the future
of the country,” said Jenny
Beth Martin, co-founder
of the Tea Party Patriots, a
national umbrella organiza-
tion. “It’s creating a farm
team for the future.”

The Republican es-
tablishment, however, 1s
concerned about 2014.
Party leaders worry about
the GOP’s most passionate
advocates walking away,
particularly those support-
ers angered by the Senate’s
immugration bill. In a nod

Fun Facts Sponsored by

LANDSCAPING

to the tea party, business
and conservative groups
have launched ad cam-
paigns recasting the bill as
a national secunty measure.

The conservative Amen-
can Action Network spent
$750,000 on pro-reform
commercials. One ad aimed
at Florida voters called the
legislation “the toughest
border secunity plan ever
passed by Congress™ and
urged viewers to thank
Rubio for “keeping his
promise and fighting to
secure the border.”

National tea party leaders
hope to re-energize fol-
lowers by focusing on two
of the movement’s chief
targets: the Internal Rev-
enue Service and the health
law. They said the Obama
administration had handed
them a recruiting tool when
it delayed the law’s imple-
mentation and when the
IRS singled out tea party
groups and other conserva-
tive political organizations
for special scrutiny.

“The very issues that
brought us together in the
first place are emerging as
more center stage than they
were 1n 2009 and 2010,”
said Matt Kibbe, president
of FreedomWorks. “That

_ amimates the political con-

versation and mobilizes our
grass roots going into the
2014 election.”

Some Republicans are
also moving to repair their
relationships with the
movement.

Rubio recently spoke to
about 50 conservative activ-
1sts and other lawmakers at
a meeting of the Senate’s
lea party caucus. Organiz-
ers said he breezed past
immigration, instead devot-
ing much of his speech to
repealing the health law.
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Midland, will be in Odessa on Tues-
day to hold a town hall meeting.
The town hall will be from 10-11
a.m. at the John Ben Shepperd
Public Leadership Institute, 4919 E.

University Bivd.

Tuesday

Fhe 30th annual National Night
Out is planned for Tuesday. The
evéent is a nationwide cnme preven-
tion effort that provides residents a
chance to gather at potiuck dinners
and block parties throughout the City.

For more information, contact
Jessica Rodriguez at 685-7582 or
jrodriguez @midiandtexas.gov

@ Tall City VFW Post 7208, 1303
E. Taylor, bingo games 7 p.m.

Kids Zone

Today

Little Chef Basics, 1-3 p.m., Martin
Luther King, Jr. Community Center,
2300 Buttemut Lane. Kitchen activi-
ties for children age 8 and older. Call
685-7355.

Tuesday

Permian Basin Petroleum Mu-
seum Movie Camps presents “Hote!
Transyivania,” 9:30 a.m.-noon and
1-3 p.m., 1500 Interstate 20 West.
For more information, call 683-4403.

Vacation Bible
schools today

@ Cuthbert Avenue Baptist
Church, 6-8:30 p.m., today through
Thursday. Info: Theme is lron Kids
Camp. For more information, 694-
6075.

B St. Nicholas’ Episcopal Church,
9 a.m.-noon, today through Thursday.
Info: Theme is Faith Through the
Arts. For more information, 694-8856

Western has new
offices

Western LLC has expanded its
West Texas operations into larger
offices in Midland's histonc Petroleum
Building. Western Regional Midiand
needed a larger office to accommo-
date the firm's expanding services in
the Permian Basin and Cline Shale,
according to a press release.

Westem LLC, a development and
desigr/build company specializing in
tum-key facility development for the
oil and gas and aviation industnes,
has operations across West Texas in-

cluding corporate aviation complexes |

at Midland Intemational Airport, oil
and gas field offices, maintenance
facilities, and support structures
including SWDs and tank battenes
around the region.

The company is also developing
Permian Point, a new development
combining executive residences and
offices with nearby three- to 50-acre
lots available for commercial/indus-
tnal use.

Waestemn serves Midland, Sweet-
water, San Angelo, San Antonio,
Corpus Chnisti, Denver, Nashville,
Tenn., and Artesia, N.M.

How to submit

B Births: Have information and a
picture about a newbom son, daugh-
ter, grandson or granddaughter you
want in the paper? Call Managing
Editor Mary Dearen at 687-8852.

@ Engagement, wedding an-
niversary or quinceanera announce-
ments: email write-up and photo
to weddings @ mr.com. For more
information, call 682-6222.

B tems for “Names & Faces,” a
roundup of community and society
events: email information and photo
to Managing Editor Mary Dearen at
mdearen @ mrt.com or Editor Stewan
Doreen at sdoreen@mrt.com. For
more information, call 687-8852.

B Business and oil industry news:
contact Oil Editor Mella McEwen at
687-8860 or mmcewen @mrt.com.

B items of local interest: contact
Editor Stewart Doreen at 687-8856 or
sdoreen@mrt.com.

Know a soldier
coming home?

Military families can call 3520785
or email Vickoe Gomez (zemogv@
cableone.net) when they know their
soldier is flying into our airport so the
Permian Basin Welcome Home Com-
mittee can be there to greet them.

Today in History

The Associated Press

Today is Monday, Aug. 5, the
217th day of 2013. There are 148
days left in the year.

On this date:

In 1912, the Progressive Party,
also known as the “Bull Moose Party,”
convened in Chicago. (The party was
formed by former President Theodore
Roosevelt following a spiit in the
Republican Party.)

In 1933, President Franklin
D. Roosevelt established the
National Labor Board, which was
later replaced with the National Labor
Relations Board.

In 1962, actress Marilyn Monroe,
36, was found dead in her Los
Angeles home; her death was ruled
a probable suicide from “acute barbi-
turate poisoning.” South African anti-
was arrested; it was the beginning of
27 years of imprisonment.

Five years ago: Jose Medellin, a
Mexican-bom condemned killer, was
executed by the state of Texas for
his part in the gang rape and murder
of two teenage girls, Elizabeth Pend
m.url,atmmm

|
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questionable grant awards.

After turmolil,

[ research grants by October 2013 after a year of tuymoil and an ongoing criminal investigation into

Texas cancer

agency gets 2nd chance

Associated Press

AUSTIN — Gone are
the large conferences, big.
pharma funding, Nobel
laureates and lavishly paid
state officials who vowed
scientific breakthroughs
from Texas’ unprecedented
$3 billion crusade against
cancer.

What's left of the Cancer
Prevention and ResearCh
Institute of Texas r1sn’t
flashy, but that’s precisely
the goal for an agency
regaining its footing after
a year of turmoil and an
ongoing a criminal
investigation.

“When this started
off, when we had Lance
Armstrong and all the
other advocates, it was
ballyhooed,” said Wayne
Roberts, the intenm execu-
tive director of the agency.
“Publicized. Promoted.
Listen, $3 billion for some-
thing like cancer — 1t’s
going to have to really be
in trouble before they don’t
support it.”

A Texas grand jury 1s
still weighing criminal
charges against former
officials, and rebukes from
some of the nation's top
researchers have sullied
the agency’s reputation.
But CPRIT, like the cancer

From 1A

perplexed about the need
for more Border Patrol
agents. More agents, some
say, mean more dollars for
the economy, but are they
really necessary?

“What exactly will they
do?” asked Estella Cor-
tez, a cook at a bed and
breakfast.

Many residents seem
more concerned about
the 40-foot-tall Playboy
magazine bunny logo that
has been erected on the
outskirts of town.

House Republicans and
Senate Democrats are
worlds apart when it comes
to immigration overhaul.
The Senate’s $46 billion
bill stipulates that im-
migrants can only begin
applying for green cards
and U.S. citizenship once a
security plan is implement-
ed and tested. The “border
surge’” proposal calls for
additional miles of border
fence, almost doubling
the pumber of agents to
40,000, and the addition
of drones, helicopters and
other surveillance
technology.

House Republicans have
slammed the Senate bill
but agree that the border i1s
porous. Security, both sides
say, must be the prionty.

Along the 2,000-mile
border, said former Border
Patrol agent Johnny Wil-
liams, security takes on
different meanings for each
region. In South Texas,
the Rio Grande serves as a
dividing line. Here in West
Texas, with its spectacular
terrain anchored by Big
Bend National Park, the
border is not so well-
demarcated. After the Sept.
11, 2001, terrorist attacks,
several informal crossings
were taken down, breaking
up bi-national
communities.

“No fence will work to
stop people from want-
ing to improve their lives,
and especially here, with
sO many natural barriers,”
Williams said. “Besides, if
you want fences, what does
that say about the type of
neighborhood you want to

patients it was created to
help, is getting a second
chance.

Skeptics still aren’t con-
vinced that lessons were
learned. Some nationally
acclaimed scientists who
severed ties with CPRIT
last year say they haven't
bothered keeping up with
the sweeping reforms and
housecleaning that are sup-
posed to right an agency
that hands out $300 million
in taxpayer dollars every
year.

Others mindful of dwin-
dling research money are
willing to put their disap-
pointment aside.

“I guess it’s like when
the Dallas Cowboys
have a down season,”
said Dr. lan Thompson,
director of the cancer and
therapy research center at
the University of Texas
Health Science Center 1n
San Antonio, which has
received more than $23
million from CPRIT. “Do
you walk away from the
Cowboys? Absolutely not.”

Before packed abortion-
rights protests at the state
Capitol this summer caught
even the attention of Presi-
dent Barack Obama, few
issues dominated the Texas
Legislature in 2013 hke the
fate of CPRIT. The agency

live in?”

Marfa, about an hour
from the Mexican border
town of Ojinaga, 1s an
eclectic enclave of artisans,
writers, ranch hands, fed-
eral agents and “natives,”
as those actually from the
region are known.

To many, the debate in
Washington over immigra-
tion is overheated.

“The air is hotter there
than here on the desert,”
Robby Tuggle, a cowhand
at a ranch outside Marfa,
said as he slammed down
a margarita after a day of
dealing with 245 head of
cattle. “If you can’t get
along with people in West
Texas, you can’t get along
with anyone. It’s just who
we are.”

Mexicans “don’t bother
us, nor do they,” he said,
pointing to the hipsters
swarming the town’s side-
walks.

His co-worker and pal.
Danny Miller, decked out
in a 10-gallon hat and
stylish green boots, agreed.
He said it’s difficult to
know who the outsider 1s,
a cowhand like him, seen
increasingly as an odd-
ity, or the “cool” people
— some known simply as
“naughty Chinatis” a term
used for outsiders lured
by the Chinati Founda-
tion, which promotes the
ideas of its founder, artist
Donald Judd.

“I've never been to a
Donald Judd exhibit or
eaten at the Food Shark,
but nor does anyone tell
me how to do my job as a
cowboy,” he said. “I don’t
want to tell anyone how to
do their art, and they won't
tell me how to my job as a
cowhand. No one messes
with anyone’s business.
Everyone does their own
thing, including the Border
Patrol, which seems to be
the only ones hiring these
days.”

In recent years, Marfa
has seen its fair share of
agents under the De-
partment of Homeland
Secunty.

“Under this administra-
tion, DHS has dedicated

historic levels of personnel,

controls the second-biggest
pot of available cancer re-
search dollars in the nation,
behind only the National
Institutes of Health, which
has suffered with govern-
ment cutbacks.

CPRIT launched in
2009. The public paid little
attention to the agency
after a celebrated rollout
while researchers and
private companies eagerly
lined up for a shot at the
taxpayer dollars.

Then the national atten-
tion CPRIT craved armved,
but for all the wrong
reasons. Lucrative grants
had been awarded without
vetting; elite researchers
levied allegations of “huck-
sterism’’; state auditors
uncovered mismanagement
and questionable spending.
One grant recipient spent
more than $100,000 on
office furniture.

By December, lawmak-
ers froze the agency under
a moratorium, and public
corruption prosecutors
began pulling CPRIT
records. Big-shot lobbyists
in Capitol hallways bet that
“CPRIT is not going to
live,” Roberts said he later

~ leamed.

LLawmakers instead
cleaned house and put the
agency on a tighter leash.

technology and resources
to the Southwest border,”
said Bill Brooks, Customs
and Border Protection
spokesman for the South-
west Border division.
“CBP has more than dou-
bled the size of the U.S.
Border Patrol since 2004.
In 2012, CBP employed
over 21,300 Border Patrol
agents, keeping staffing
levels along the border at
an all-time high. Addition-
ally, CBP continues to
deploy proven, effective
surveillance technology
tailored to the operational
requirements along the
highest-trafficked areas of
the Southwest border.”

Commenting about the
proposed increase in bor-
der protection, he added,
would be “premature,”
referring to the ongoing
debate in Washington.

For now, the debate
continues about whether
the huge bunny logo —
commissioned by Playboy
magazine — is art or tacky
advertising reflecting what
many call a bygone era.
The display sits along U.S.
Highway 90 next to a 1972
Dodge Charger painted jet
black and mounted on a
banked concrete platform.
The Texas Department of
Transportation has said 1t
will take down the bunny
this month. Playboy has
vowed to challenge the
decision.

“Hmm,” mused An-
gel Molinar, a waitress
at Mando’s, a restaurant
popular with Border Patrol
agents. “Bunny or more
agents?”

Pressed for her definition
of border secunty, Mo-
linar’s eyes lit up.

“Everyone is throwing a
hissy fit about the bunny,”
she said. “But that bunny
won’t help me put food on
the table. It won't fill up
the tables here. The Border
Patrol brings in the cus-
tomers, agents. That’s my
definition of security.”

Distributed by MCT
Information Services

The snowboarder, Collin
Batkowski, of Colorado,
was traveling with five
companions when the col-
lapse hit Saturday after-

‘noon. The others tried to

dig him out but could not
break through the ice and
snow, which an official
described as being as thick
as concrete.

Rescuers qui re-
sponded hnmeﬂom
about 11 p.m. Saturday,
then resumed early Sunday
mormning.

Hood River Sheriff’s Of-
fice spokeswoman Tiffany
Peterson said that after
removing tons of debns
by hand, searchers found
Backowski where he had
been buried by 8 to 10 feet
of snow and ice.

None of the searchers or
other snowboarders was
injured, Peterson said.

The ice tunnel was on
the White River Glacier,
which begins about 6,000
feet up the south side of
the mountain.

From 1A

rising, that amount could
grow.

Fiscal conservatives,
though, worry about what
will happen to the fund
with only half the depos-
its. Oil and gas prices are
notoriously unstable. Sen.
Dan Patrick, a Houston
Republican running for
lieutenant governor, wants
a safeguard written into
the constitution that would
automatically cut funding
for roads if the balance of
the rainy day fund drops
below a certain level.

Several minimum bal-
ances have been proposed
ranging from a percentage
of the state budget to a flat
$6 billion, the amount the
fund is forecast to hold at
the end of the fiscal year.

Other lawmakers don’t
want to lose the author-
ity to tap the rainy day
fund as needed. They float
scenarios such as a hur-
ricane hitting the Houston
Ship Channel or another
recession. Nichols says the
two-thirds vote require-
ment to spend the fund is
protection enough.

Instead, his proposed
law would require the
10-member Legislative

From 1A

of Holiday Hill Road; Jno.
P. Butler Sports Complex,
3801 Bluebird Lane

Two of Midland’s leg-
endary bankers and gener-
ous community leaders,
their names and memones
are perpetuated in two of
the city’s most well-known
and often-used facilities.
These are two of the city's
most well-traveled, modern
youth sports facilities in

town
B Grafa Park, Midkiff

Road and Ma-Mar Court.
Bamey Grafa was a real

estate developer and a

parks patron. Grafa, who

| developed the Ma-Mar

neighborhood surrounding
the park, also contributed
$10,000 for construction
of a half basketball court
when the park opened.
Most of the land for the
park was conveyed to the

NEW YORK
Police kill armed
14-year-old boy on
NYC street

A rookie poli omceu"
shot and killed a 14-year-
old boy on a street early

Sunday after he refused to
drop his gun and pointed it

in the direction of officers,

Shaaliver Douse died of
a single gunshot to his jaw
after the confrontation in
the Melrose section of the
Bronx.

Two officers with the
New York Police Depart-
ment were on foot patrol
when they heard gunfire at
around 3 a.m. The officers
res to the scene and
found the boy with a 9mm
handgun firing shots at a
fleeing man, authonties
said.

Police released two
surveillance videos Sun-
day evening that show a
man they’ve identified as
Douse, wearing a white
T-shirt and jeans, fire at
a group of men standing
outside a bodega and then
chasing after one of them.

Budget Board to set a
minimum balance for the
rainy day fund every two
years and give them the
authority to shut off the
flow of funds to transporta-
tion. He wants a lawmaker-
controlled spigot versus a
constitutional minimum
fund balance.

Nichols easily won two-
thirds support in the Senate
for his plan on the first day
of the third special session,
but Rep. Joe Pickett, D-EI
Paso, says he doesn’t have
the two-thirds needed
in the House to send the
question to voters for final
approval in November
2014.

Tea party conservatives
in the House want a consti-
tutional minimum balance
and Democrats don’t want
to empower the Republi-
can-dominated Legislative
Budget Board. The spigot
approach only received 84
votes out of the 100 needed
to pass when the House
voted last week.

The House meets again
Monday to see if a com-
promise is possible. If not,
the Legislature could spend
most of August trying to
hammer out a new deal.

city by C.T. and Margaret
McCarty in 1959.

B Hill Park, 1301 W.
Cuthbert Ave.

This park, conveyed
to the city in 1947, was
named for donor J.E.
“Bob” Hill, an early
Midland landowner, school
board member and civic
leader. Like Grafa Park,
Hill Park is “in the basin
of a playa and functions
as part of the city’s storm
drainage system,” accord-
ing to the spring 1997
edition of ‘““The Thomy
Trail.”

Next week: So, Ho-
gan Park, home of one of
the city’s municipal golf
courses is named after
professional golfer Ben
Hogan, right?

Source: The Thorny
Trail (Spring 1997).

NY
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Saturday on charge
between $1,500 and $20,000
and failure to appear or bail
jumping.

Chariles E. Hall, 58, of Mid-
land, was arrested Saturday
on a charge of aggravated as-
sault with a deadly weapon.

David E. Jones, 32, of Mid-
land, was arrested Saturday
on charges of possession of a
1 and 4 grams and tamper-
ing or fabricating physical
evidence

Amanda J. Massey, 24, of

Midland, was arrested Satur-
day on charges of possession
of a controlled substance less
than 1 gram and violation of
probation.

Mark A. Rutiaga, 20, of
Midland, was arrested Satur-
day on a charge of evading
arrest or detention with a
vehicle.

Audra V. Tavarez, 40, of
Odessa, was arrested Satur-
day on a charge of violation of

probation.
Source: Midiand M
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JOWA
Powerball jackpot
at $400M after no
weekend winner

DES MOINES — No
one hit the Powerball jack-
pot this weekend, so
money will roll over and .
create a roughly $400 mil-
lion prize for Wednesday's
drawing.

The midweek jackpot
remains below the record
$590.5 million jackpot
won in May by an 84-year-
old Florida woman. But
as it stands, it would be
the third-largest Power-
ball jackpot ever and thé
fourth-largest lottery prize
on record.

Saturday’s winning
numbers were 21, 24, 36,
42 and 45; the Powerball
was 15.

The changes Powerball
organizers made to the
game last year are coming
to roost in the billowing
jackpots, with Wednes-
day’s pushing into record
territory less than three
months after Gloria C.
Mackenzie, of Zephyrhills,
Fla., claimed the biggest
Powerball prize ever.

Powerball tickets
doubled in price to $2 in
January 2012 as part of a
plan to help jackpots grow
bigger, faster. And when
the jackpots reach astro-
nomical levels, ticket sales
take off, with jackpots fol-
lowing close behind.

If Wednesday's jackpot
doesn’t top $400 million,
a single winner choosing
the cash option would col-
lect $230.3 million before
taxes.

No matter how many
people play the game,
the odds of matching all
six numbers remains | 1n

175.2 mllion.

Powerball is played in
43 states, Washington,
D.C., and the U.S. Virgin
Islands.

CONNECTICUT
Boy: I was cheated
over ‘Jeopardy!’
spelling

NEWTOWN — A
Connecticut eighth-grader
who misspelled the cor-
rect answer to a “Jeop-
ardy!” question and lost
money over it says he was
cheated.

Thomas Hurley Il cor-
rectly answered the Final
Jeopardy question about
the Emancipation Procla-
mation signed by President
Abraham Lincoln. But
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ciptation™ and - ruled
5 was
out by host Alex Trebek.

He bet $3,000 of his
$9,600 in winnings and
finished well behind a rival
who amassed $66,600.

“I was pretty upset that
I was cheated out of the
final I’ question,”
he told News-Times
of Danbury. “It was just a
spelling error.”

The Newtown Middle
School student won $2,000
as the runner-up.

In an email, producers

~of “Jeopardy!” defended

Trebek's decision.

“If *Jeopardy!’ were to
give credit for an incorrect
response (however minor),
the show would effectively
penalize the other play-
ers,” they said. “We love

presenting young people
as contestants on our show

and make every effort to be
fair and consistent in their
treatment.”

Hurley’s mother, Su-
zanne, said her son was “a
little stunned” by the loss.

“He felt embarrassed,”
she said. “It was hard to
watch.”

Hundreds vented their
anger at “Jeopardy!” and
Trebek on the game show's
Facebook page.

PENNSYLVANIA
Sideburns contest
celebrates 1813
battle hero

ERIE — A sideburns
contest honoring a U.S.
Navy commodore known
for his impressive facial
hair is marking the 200th
anniversary of the Battle of
Lake Ene.

The Erie-Times News
reported that the winner
of the Perry Burns contest
will be named this week.
Judges will decide who
sports the sideburns most
like those of Oliver Hazard
Perry, who defeated British
forces in September 1813.
He is considered a War of
1812 hero.

Historical portraits sug-
gest that Perry wore long
mutton-chop sideburns that
extended toward his lps.

Erie residents said the
town had a beard-growing
contest marking the battle’s
| 50th anniversary in 1963.

Participant Kevin Kantz
said he’s been growing out
his sideburns since July.

2200 West Wadley
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By Lisa Cornwall
Associated Press

CINCINNATI — Thou-
sands of civilian drones
are expected in U S. skies
within a few years and con-
cerns they could be used

’lﬁn y on Americans are

g legislative efforts
in several states to regulate
the unmanned

Varied legislation involv-
ing drones was infroduced
this year in more than 40
states, including Ohio.
Many of those bills seek to
regulate law enforcement’s
use of information-gath-
ering drones by requiring
search warrants. Some bills
have stalled or are still

_pending, but at least six
states now require war-
rants, and Virginia has put
a two-year moratorium on
drone use by law enforce-
ment to provide more time
to develop guidelines.

Domestic drones often
resemble the small radio-
controlled model airplanes
and helicopters flown by
hobbyists and can help
monitor floods and other
emergencies, survey crops
and assist search-and-
rescue operations. But
privacy advocates are wor-
ried because the aircraft
can also carry cameras and
other equipment to capture

images of people and
property.

“Right now police can’t
come into your house with-
out a search warrant,” said
Ohio Rep. Rex Damsch-
roder, who has proposed
drone regulations. “But
with drones, they can come
right over your backyard
and take pictures.”

Since 2006, the Federal
Aviation Administration
has approved more than
1,400 requests for drone

cies and public universities
wanting to operate the
unmanned aircraft for pur-
poses including research
and public safety. Since
2008, approval had been
granted to at least 80 law
enforcement agencies.
But the FAA estimates
that as many as 7,500
small commercial un-
manned aircraft could be
operating domestically
within the next few years.
A federal law enacted last
year requires the FAA to
develop a plan for safely
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Nick Morgan, with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration, prepares to launch a Puma drone during a research
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La Push, on June 28.

integrating the aircraft into
U.S. airspace by Septem-
ber 2015.

Damschroder’s pro-
posed bill would prohibit
law enforcement agencies
from using drones to get
evidence or other infor-
mation without a search
warrant. Exceptions would
include credible risks of
terrorist attacks or the need
for swift action to prevent
imminent harm to life
or property or to prevent
suspects from escaping or
destroying evidence.

The Republican said he
isn’t against drones but
worries they could threaten
constitutional protections
against unreasonable
searches and seizures.

“I don’t want the govern-
ment just going up and
down every street snoop-
ing,” Damschroder said.

The Ohio House speak-
er’s office says 1t’s too
soon to comment on the
chances for passage. But
similar legislation has been
enacted in Flonda, Tennes-
see, Idaho, Montana, Texas
and Oregon.

The sponsor of Tennes-
see’s bill said the law was
necessary to ensure that
residents can maintain their
right to privacy.

“Abuses of privacy rights
that we have been seeing
from law enforcement re-
cently show a need for this
legislation,” said Republi-
can Sen. Mae Beavers.

Beavers and Damschrod-
er modeled their bills after

one signed into law this
year by Florida Gov. Rick
Scott, who said then that
“we shouldn’t have unwar-
ranted surveillance.”

But the industry’s pro-
fessional association says
rt:gulating law enforce-
ment’s use of unmanned
aircraft is unnecessary
and shortsighted. It wants
guidelines covering
manned aircraft applied to
unmanned aircraft.

“We don’t support
rewriting existing search
warrant requirements under
the guise of privacy,” said-
Marno Mairena, govern-
ment relations manager for
the Arlington, Va.-based

Association for Unmanned

Vehicle Systems
International.

The association predicts
unmanned aircraft systems
will generate billions of
dollars in economic impact
in the next few years and
says privacy concerns are
unwarranted.

In Maine, Gov. Paul
LePage vetoed the state’s
drone-regulating legisla-
tion, saying “this bill steps
too far’” and would lead to
lawsuits and harm Maine’s
opportunities for new
aerospace jobs. He plans to
establish guidelines allow-
ing legitimate uses while
protecting privacy.

The American Civil
Liberties Union supports
legislation to regulate
drone use and require
search warrants, but 1t
would also like weapons
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States mull regulation of drones in US

banned from domestic
drones and limits on how
long drone-collected data
could be kept, said Melissa
Bilancini, an ACLU of
Ohio staff attorney.

In North Dakota, Rep.
Rick Becker’s bill to ban
weapons from drones and
require search warrants
failed, but the Republican
says he plans to try again
because “we must address
these privacy concerns.”

Democratic Rep. Ed
Gruchalla, formerly 1n
law enforcement, opposed
Becker’s bill out of con-
cern it would restrict police
from effectively using
drones.

“We are familiar with
drones in North Dakota,
and | don’t know of any
abuses or complaints,” he
said.

Drones can be as small
as a bird or have a wing-
span as large as a Boe-
ing 737, but a program
manager with the Inter-
national Association of
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