RockHounds come home

After a 10-game road trip which saw the RcckHounds
go 5-5 during stops in San Antonio and Wichita, the
Tall City’s boys of summer will be making their

home debut at 7:11 p.m. today against the 20N QLT ‘ . ‘
El Paso Diablos at Christensen Stadium./1C envision the future
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| Texans call for sales tax relief
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% Mella McEwen

Staff Writer

As the Texas House prepares to consider legislation
providing an estimated $250 million in sales tax relief,
Texas parents and retailers alike are urging the bill’s
passage.

Earlier this month the Texas Senate unanimously
passed a bill by Sen. Rodney Ellis, D-Houston, to exempt
from sales tax over-the-counter medicine for children
and diapers and create a two-week sales tax holiday in
August on shoes and clothing during the back-to-
school-shopping season.

“This is a more direct way to put money in consumers’
pockets,” said Jeremy Warren, communications direc-
tor for Ellis. “Not everyone is a homeowner, but all par-
ents buy clothing, and all new parents buy diapers.”

He added that originally, senators wanted to exempt
all over-the-counter medications from sales tax, “but
the bill got too expensive and had to be scaled back.”

If the legislation is passed, Texas would join New York
and Florida in creating a tax holiday on clothing pur-

chases. Texas would exempt all clothing and shoes that
COSt up to $200 per item.

Tonya Cowger, browsing through boys’ clothing at
Wal-Mart with two of her three children, who are ages
8, 4 and 8 months, said she thinks the changes would be
great.

“Go ahead and pass it; the sooner the better,” she
urged.

Laura Estrada, the mother of five children ages 9, 7,
6, 4 and 2, is already starting shopping for this fall's
school season, she said, holding out a pair of jeans on
a Wal-Mart clearance rack.
~ “I've already started now buying sales items and sav-
Ing them for next year,” she said.

With a baby still in diapers and soon to start day care
and the other four children in school, she said the sales
tax changes would “be great.”

The move would allow her to buy what she needs and
put the savings toward the grocery bill or her children’s
activities like football or T-ball, she said.

Wal-Mart customer April Haynie, mother of two, 18
and 7, said “anytime you’'re not paying taxes on chil-

dren’s things, it helps.”

She said the savings would help her kfay bills “and
maybe get an extra thing or two for the kids if you don’t
have to pay sales tax. They grow up so fast.”

Ms. Haynie said that she has become well-versed in.
state sales tax laws since she and a partner recently
gla_zl*ted a business and have to figure the taxes on sales

aily.

“The sales tax is a big part of my life now,” she said,
laughing.

Kris Gordon, watching her two daughters, Brittany,
7 and Courtney, 4, wander down the aisle, said the leg-
islation would definitely benefit her family.

“We buy a lot of medicines, like antihistamines,” she
noted. “And a tax-exempt holiday around school time
would be great.”

She figured the family would be able to afford some
extra items for the girls.

“We just buy the necessities” when buying school
clothes. “We have to really stretch our back-to-school

Please see TAX/2A

KOSOVO CONFLICT HITS HOME

Lee High students
prepare themselves

for call to arms
Bz Emlz Baker

With the school year winding down, visions of
life after graduation fill the minds of high school
students everywhere.

For some, it will be their final summer of free-
dom. For others, it will be a chance to earn some
much-needed spending money for college.

But for others, including three Midlanders
who are getting ready to join the military, it will
mean keeping a close eye on the happenings in
Kosovo.

Lee High School seniors Cody McCain and
Sonny Ganaway and junior Tim Bentley will be
leaving for boot camp after graduation.

McCain, who has already joined the U.S.
Army, will leave for Fort Knox, Ky., June 3.

“It was pretty much military all my life. I just
felt obligated to go into the military and serve
my country,’’ he said, adding that he wanted to
join the Army to repay all of the men and women
who have lost their lives in earlier battles.

(Ganaway is also headed for Army boot camp

and will leave for Fort Benning, Ga., on June
10.

“Pretty much my whole family, my grand-
father, his dad, and his dad were all in the
Army,’” he said. “So it’s a family thing."”

Bentley will be joining the Marine Corps. In

Please see LEE/2A

The marquee at
Rusk Elementary
School bears the

message: “Let

Our War Prison-

timent was the
idea of custodian

Ernest Sanchez,

Brian Adamci

k/Reporter-
Lee High School seniors Sonny Ganaway, left, and Cody McCain,
and junior Tim Bentley will soon be joining the U.S.

armed services.

4th-graders

understand
NATO attack

By Jim Patterson
Staff Writer

Tucked somewhere in between
their own unique translations of
what’'s happening in Kosovo and
the dreams that some admit hav-
Ing is an actual understanding of
what’s going on.

Nine- and 10-year-olds in JoAnn
Sipko’s fourth-grade class may not
understand terms like ethnic
cleansing, endgame, exit strategy
and all the other buzz words that
come with a high-tech military
involvement, but they do under-
stand one four-letter word: war.

The students at Rusk Elemen-
tary School have impressions of the
war that are likely unique to
younger children, such as,
“They’'re torturing and whipping
our prisoners, but what if they're
using fake blood just to make us
mad?” and “The bombs are made
by NATO in Japan.”

But these students also share
feelings of sadness, of concern.

Please see WAR/2A

T

Custodian behind elementary school’s
show of support for American POWs

By Jimmy Patterson
Staff writer

heightening awareness about the war in
Kosovo and the prisoners being held.
The result of Sanchez’s efforts are dis-

who wanted to do

Two weeks ago, Ernest San hez
noticed a lack of showings of support for
the three American prisoners of war
being held in Yugoslavia. He figured the
best way to go about changing that was
to do something about it himself.

So the custodian at Rusk Elementary
School approached his boss and asked
him if he would back his efforts at

played daily on the marquee at Rusk, at
the corner of Neely and Wedgewood,
where the sign reads, “Let Our War Pris-
oners Go.” The idea came to Sanchez, a
custodian at Rusk since 1987, when he
was watching accounts of the war on tele-
vision with his daughter.

Please see SIGN/2A
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Midlanders curbing water use on their own ... so fa
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series on water and the need for conservation.

E!EdTodd
Staff Writer

Ration water in Midland?

Not as long as the wvater runs freely and
clearly out of faucets.

Could that be the disposition?

Well, rationing could be in effect in
Midland. And it is but on a freewill basis,
called “voluntary conservation,” during
the cyclic drought.

“We have a formal plan,” said Ken
Jones, Midland’'s director of utilities.

“And the formal plan is for voluntary con-

servation. Midlanders will volunteer to do
and will resist enforcement.

t's the way Midlanders are,” said

Jotzs.advﬂmﬂmu'lf yittm Ir“h::ﬁ

to do something, they’ll do it.

; thll;t to do something, Wm

" d T Fra? 2 '-
W i 1 wF L .
] F i
L 3
i % E L L

sarily do that. But, they will do anything River Municipal Water District from B South. Midwest face water

you ask them” for the welfare of the com-
munity.

And that includes being careful with
the water by not wasting it, for
example, by watering lawns in the
heat of the day or watering in
a windstorm, which speeds
up evaporation.

San elo, Midland’s
distant neighbor along
the Concho River, does
im water rationing
on its citizens’ lawns.

“They cannot irrigate
their lawns between
noon and 6 p.m. through-

the week ... for most of

which the city takes Lake Ivie water.

“It’s not effective, it's not efficient, to

w;ter your lawn in the hot hours of the
ay.”

San Angelo gets about one-third

of its water from Lake Ivie.

Midland takes about 85 per-

cent of its municipal water

from the lake; the rest

S comes from well water.

- Conserve and ration
preCIOUS More a form of con-
resource

servation than
“um:'[l?r't'o S‘D:klland,
simila Angelo
and Odessa, its
effluent — trea

near the

waste-
-tmt'lir

Spraberry community southeast of to
to agricultural land. Odessa, which
cleans dp its wastewater more thor-
oughly through the three-phase tertia
treatment, processes the water for g

courses and right of way es, said
Debbie McReynolds, Odma'f:ﬁlwtord
utilities.

a resi-

“This year, we will be ha

we
will have a dual (wate put e
nmxvsl:mmlwhonthyﬂ;. R
mn%!“ wns with reuse water,” she

dential reuse inw
pro %’% ..|
ted water from
Ivie ‘use




Low 55

Today’s forecast calls for sunny

mph.
Tonight is expec

Y 'S Preclpttstion
Rainfall Sunday . . . . . .. 0.00 In.

Rainfall Saturday . ... .0.001n.
Total for month .. ... .. 0.09 in.
Total for year ... ... .. 1.64 In.

Normal total yr to date .1.95 In.

.7:16 a.m.

(From 1A)

“We will be irngating the new
part of the University of Texas of
the Permian Basin park with reuse
water.”

Like Midland, Odessa does “not
have a specific ordinance that
strictly prohibits™ wasting water,
Ms. McReynolds said. “We always
encourage people not to do that”
and “try to promote conservation”
such as through Xeriscaping —
planting drought-resistant trees,
shrubs, and ﬂuuers that require
minimal water in a desert cli-
mate.

But Midland does have a “nui-
sance-water” law that has the
effect of conserving water by pro-
hibiting water running down the
streets and alleys, said David
Wayland of the city’'s Code Admin-
istration staff.

The ordinance prohibiting nui-
sance water promotes conserva-
tion, elimination of potential traf-
fic hazards because of slippery
streets and reduction of deterio-
ration and destruction of public
streets.

More than for conservation pur-
poses, the nuisance-water ordi-
nance probably is “pot-hole dri-
ven,” Wayland suggested.

The crt of Midland’s sugges-
tions to avnld nuisance-water vio-
lations include:

B splitting up the watermg peri-
od at day or night into “shorter-
spaced periods to avoid runoff”;

B reviewing the design and
improving the maintenance of
automatic sprinkler systems:

B checking for proper operation
of automatic systems during
watering and after mowing the
lawn; and

B cutting a trench or making a
swale behind the street curb or
sidewalk to catch runoff water.

Use and reuse
Midland’s largest water users
are the city’'s Parks Department,
which waters with a 50-50 combi-
nation of well water and city-treat-
ed water, and the Midland Inde-
dent School District and Mid-
and College, both of which use city
water.
“We have a policy to add water
wells for irrigation of larger
rks,” Jones said. “To date, we
ve wells in place that reduce
peak usage by 6 million gallons per

d¥ agreement with the city of
Midland, MISD waters in early
mornings and late evenings to cut
down on evaporation. “This saves
over 1 million galluns per day dur-
ing ﬁeak usage,” Jones said.
idland College takes cit
water “at a constant rate into hola-
ing tanks and re-pumps to reduce
peak demands on the system.”
Midland’s golf courses are irri-
gated with “their own wells,” Jones
said. For Hogan Park Golf Course,
the well field is recharged by nat-
ural alluvial percolation from
water used to irrigate lawns, Jones
said. About 10 percent of irrigated
water percolates to the watertable.
“We encourage residents to irri-
te in evenings and early morn-
to reduce water evaporation.”
ust as Midland is not rationin
water, neither is the CRMW
ntionlng water to its member

cities of Odessa, Big Spring and

r or to its customer cities of
m, San Angelo, Abilene,
Robert Lee, and Pyote.

?

The district’s non-municipal cus-

tomers include Anadarko Petrole-
um Co., Bright & Co., Chevron USA

Inc.. Exxon Co. USA, and Fasken

om':o

Johmn Grant, the
manager, said
would not ration

‘not looking at

_ this year
., if we go anotﬁ-
} with no runoff,
predict the

skies and higher temperatures, with
the high between 85 and 90. Winds should be variable between 5 and 15

ted to be mostly clear with a low in the mid-50s.

Tuesday the National Weather Service calls for mostly sunny skies
and warmer , with a high around 90.

Wednesday is expected to be partly cloudy, warm and becoming
breezy with highs in the upper 80s to mid-90s.

Sunday’s high was 80, compared with a record high of 96 set in 1948.
The low was 44, compared with a record of 34 set in 1998.

Yesterday's tempemtum

BIED -t s = daimaes & &

Low ... .. .. .. ...... . 44
Normalhigh ...... ... 80
Normallow ........._. 50

. 8:21 p.m.

WATER Mldlanders already
rationing voluntanly, for now

tomers,” Grant said. “We are cer-
tainly very conscious of conserving
water, using it wisely in a good,
common-sense approach, and not
wasting it.

“When you water your vard,
water your yard, not the street.
Concrete won't grow.”

Midland’s Steve Hofer, who is an
ex-officio CRMWD board member
who also serves on a Texas Water
Development Board's regional
planning group, noted that one
reason CRMWD has “not institut-
ed water rationing here is whether
we use it or not, it (surface water)
IS going to disappear”™ through
evaporation. “It's either we use it,
and i1t disappears, or it evapo-
rates and disappears” but eventu-
ally is returned to the lakes by wa
of rainfall and the resultant runoff
or percolates into the watertable.

CRMWD board member Charles
Perry of Odessa said that the 50-
year-old district has “never had a
restriction to any of our cus-
tomers.”

However, he said, there is no
cause to waste water.

Perry, who was the oil business
at mid-century, cited the old fal-
lacy that petroleum was virtually
without limit.

““We have plenty. Burn all you
want,”” was the mind-set, he
recalled.

“Of course, we know now there's
a finite supply, and there’s a finite
supply of water available in West
Texas. And part of the program of
supplying water to West Texas is
not to waste it. For every gallon we
don’'t waste is a gallon we don’t
have to pull out of our wells” or
take from the lakes.

“Surface water replenishes,”
Perry said. “In the long term, we
have to live off of surface water,”
such as lakes Ivie, Spence and
Thomas. “The groundwater is
depletable. We mine it, so to speak.
When it depletes, it’s no more.

Sea of salt

There is, however, beneath the
watertable a “sea of salt water” yet
to mined, noted John Currie,
CRMWD board president and a Big
Spring banker.

However, “right now, economics
will not support it, but as Currie
said, we have a ‘sea of salt’ water
underneath us, and someday we
may have processes that will dem-
Ineralize water” economically,
Perry said.

Fred Wetendorf, a Midland geol-
ogist who specializes in environ-
ment sciences as a Midland Col-
lege instructor, noted that the sea
of salt water beneath the West
Texas plains is far “deeper than
our traditional aquifers,” including
the massive Ogallala of the Great
Plains. “It is even saltier than
normal oceanic waters — three to
five times saltier than normal sea
water — in some cases.

Reflecting on the natural
processes, Wetendorf said, “Moth-
er Nature is awfully good. She can
take salty water, evaporate it
There are zero dissolved solids in
water vapor. It's pure. It's just like
distilled water.”

There’s none better.

And water “moving through the
soil results in that alluvial cleaning
where the water,” including treat-
ed wastewater, “by the time it gets
back to the aquifer, it is clean,
Hofer said.

“Percolation has a wonderful
way of cleaning (water),” Hofer
said. Sometimes we as human
beings are a little presumptuous as
to how we can
Earth has done for millions of
years. We (sometimes) think we
can better what God created.

“We are a little presumptuous at
times. We can treat it all we want,
but it is never going to be as high
quality as, for example, the Ogal-
lala water or the artesian water we
have in certain parts of the state.
It’s never as good as the way God”
treats water — “clean and pure.”

Joe Pickle, the Austin-based
a%um o uf;;:nd Thirsty Land”
“Waterina 3
on history of the CRMWD, put the
fate of mdergrmmd water this

y: “A water-well field is like an
oil fleld For every barrel you
pump out is a barre}you ain’t coing
to get no more

tter what the
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(From 1A)

budget.”

She said that even though she is
aware of the state sales tax, “it
always surprises me when I buy
something how much it is.”

Don Lewis, manager of JCPen-
ney in Midland Park Mall, also
applauds the tax holiday, predict-
ing that it would spur increased
sales at his store.

“But August would be too late,
because my customers buy school
clothing before the first two weeks
of August. Customers start getting
into that mode about mid-July.”

Lewis said it would require a
simple computer program patch
out of Penney’s corporate office to
hanu.c changes in the sales tax
code.

“Any tax break is good,” he
said. “I hope it works; 1'd like to
see my customers get a break.”

At Target, Executive Team
Leader Jacque Gordon expects
that the store would see a larger
sales volume during that two-
week period if the legislation is
passed.

Exunptlng children’s medicines would cost an
estimated $45 million, according to figures from
Sen. Rodney Ellis, D-Houston. A family with

three children could save $32.50 per year, Ellis’
office said. Exempting diapers would cost $56
million and save a family nearly $80 a year.

“People buy clothing for their
cluldren regardless, but this
might let them buy a little more,”
she said.

Warren said that in states where
there is a tax holiday, parents will
wait until then to buy more expen-
sive items like winter coats or a
dress suit.

'Exempting children's medi-
cines would cost an estimated $45
million, according to Ellis’ office,
noting that “Taxes on children’s
medicines are an added burden on
low-income working families. The
Texas families hit hardest by
sales taxes are less likely to have
health insurance. Rather than get

prescription medicines for their
children, which are exempt from
sales taxes, these parents must
rely on over-the-counter medi-
cines.”

The estimated savings of not
having to pay sales tax 1s $32.60
per yvear for a family with three
young children, he said.

Exempting diapers would cost
$56 million and would save a fam-
1ly nearly $80 a year, or the equiv-
alent of one month of free diapers,
Ellis’ office said.

The two-week holiday for shoes
and clothing would cost $150 mil-
lion, according to Elhs’ office,
and would save a family with two

19 WEATHER 'TAX: Texans ask Iawmakers for a break

school-aged children $20.

Warren said that “the sales tax
hits the ones who can least afford
it the most. The ones paying the
biggest toll are the lower-income
families."®

He said that according to a
study by the Citizens for Tax Jus-
tice, Texas has the third most
regressive tax system in the
nation, with those in the bottom 20
percent of the income scale paying
13.8 percent of their income in
state taxes compared with 4.4
percent for the top 1 percent.

Warren said the prognosis for
the bill in the Texas House is
“good” because it reflects propos-
als made by Gov. George Bush
during his re-election campalgn
last year.

The bill last week was referred
to the House Ways and Means
Committee and awaits passage oyt
of the committee to the full House.
If it passes the House, it will go to
Bush for his signature.

LEE: Students prepare for possible call to arms

(From 1A)

making that decision he took into
consideration the difficult time his
brother had in the Navy and the
fact that he will be leaving his girl-
friend behind.

“They treated my brnther pret-
ty badly in the Navy,” he said.
“They promised him all this stuff
and it never happened. And, I do
have a girlfriend who I love a lot,
and I don’t want to leave her here
by herself.”

But in the end he decided to join.

It 1s a decision that so far none
of them regret. Even the thought
of death and becoming POWs —
like the three Americans in Koso-
vo — has not changed their minds.

“It's Just something to help keep
our country free. and I'm doing
what | think is right because I
don’t believe in what (Yugoslavia
President Slobodan) Milosevic is
doing,” McCain said. “I'll just
serve my country the best that I
can.

The others said that capture or
death isn’t even on their minds.

“I don’t think of death; I just live
my life from day to day,”” Gan-
away sald. “Like they say at my
church, if it's your time to go
there's nothing you can do about

(From 1A)

Some admit they are scared for
their country, some even for them-
selves.

“I'm scared they might come
over here and start a war with us
and make us move to a different
place,” one child said. Another one
has tossed and turned at night.

“I dreamed that I was trapped
in my house with lots of other peo-
ple and Milosevic started bombing
my house,” Corbin Doffer said.

The 20 students in Mrs. Sipko’s
class know who Yugoslaviafpres-
ident Slobodan Milosevic is. They
equate him with a bully and know
that what he is doing is not just
wrong, but evil.

“Do you remember earlier this
year when you came into class and
I said everyone who had blond hair
would get an A that day?” Mrs.
Sipko asked them last week.

The students all remembered

well.
“And do you remember the next
day wheh you came into class and

I said that everyone who wore
glasses would get an A that day?”

They remembered that, too,

“How did vou all feel about
that?”

“It was unfair,” they all
responded, and it was obvious
Mrs. Sipko’s lesson on discrimi-
nation was effective.

Mrs. Sipko then proceeded to
equate the lessons of discrimina-
tion learned in the classroom wjth
what Milosevic is doing to the eth-
nic Albanians he hias driven from
Yugoslavia and marily exe-
cuted by the tens of thousands.

The images of death and ram-
pant carnage in Europe certainly
bother the children. But the scenes
of the masses of humanity walking
for days at a time, and the notion
that amid those hundreds of thou-
sands of people are children who
have been separated from their
parents are what haunts these
fourth-graders, perhaps above
anything else.

“I feel both mad and sad,”
Kaylee Kidwell said. “We would-

SIGN: Custodian

(From 1A)

“When they first captured the
soldiers, she start crying,”
Sanchez said. “I feel sorry that
they’'re over there and I want to
see them come home. They're
part of us all, and when one hurts,
everyone hurts.”

Sanchez said he conducted an
informal poll of some of Rusk’s
students, kindergartners through

fourth-graders. Many of them had
the same feelings of sorrow and
‘ml: h; felt for the soldiers.

r hearing

xy were cap-
and ] felt I

tured, it tougged

it. And if it's your time to go,
there’s no tellmg how it’'s going to
happen If you're going to go,
you're going to go. If He's going to
get you, He’s going to get you.”

“Wartime really doesn’t scare
me,”’ Bentley said. “I'm not afraid
of dying, but that doesn’t mean I
want to.”’

Bentley doesn’t think the Koso-
vo situation will lead to world war
because he believes that another
world war could be a sign of the
Second Coming of Christ.

“I don’t believe we will go to
World War Il over it (the POWs).
I do believe we will fight,”" he said.
“I believe it will be a big war. I do
not believe it would be World War
III, because it says in the Bible
that no one will be expecting it
when Jesus comes, and everybody
rigélt now 1s expecting the world to
end.”’

McCain disagrees with Bent-
ley’s perspective and thinks that
World War 111 is a feasible concept
at this time.

“Everyone has been expecting
the Second Coming forever,’” he
sald. “There’s always been signs
throughout the ages since the
Bible. People thought the end of
the world was during World War
II. (World War III) depends on the

n't want to leave our country. If I
was made to leave my home, I'd
want to find some place to go to
keep me
safe, but if
I got sepa-
rated from
my par-
ents it
would be
m or e
important
for me to
find them
fir st
before
keeping
myself
safe.”

The stu-
dents’
thoughts
of separa-
tion anxi-
ety come
f r om
another
lesson
learned in
the class
and at
home.

“What’'s
the one
thing your
parents
say to you
when you
go to a
football
game or to
the mall?”
Mrs. Sipko
asked her
class.

“Stay
together,”
0O n e
answered.
“Don’t get
108t "
came another response.

“Some kids have nowhere to
live and nothing to eat,” Kimber-
ly Gomez said. “And sometimes,
no one will accept a child on the
street because they're afraid they
might have AIDS or might be

had to do something about it, 3
Sanchez said. “I know they’re
doing their part and I hope I m

doing mine. I care about them and
the situation.”

Sanchez said t.he sentiments will
remain on the si until all three
come home safely

The custodian’s lottery number
just missed up for the Viet-

nam War, a in which he
lost leveral friends. His boss,
Principal Carl Pirkle, also lolt
frlends in Vietnam.

“I received a teacher deferment
in Vietnam because of the
shortage, but 1 lost too

(Kosovo) situation, if we don’t let
it get out of hand. If we let it get
out of hand, and quit doing what
we're doing and Milosevic goes
back to his old ways, and if we
wait, I believe we could have
another world war.”

In the meantime, the three dif-
fer about what to do about the cap-
tured soldiers.

Bentley believes the risk of war
1S too great for three lives.

“I'd hike to see our guys come
back home,”’ he said. “America
has so much money we could
probably bribe them (Kosovo)
some way or another, if it saves 4
million people’s lives. But if it’s
just three guys and if we have to
g0 to war over those three men,
then we must let them die. Three
men are not worth millions of
lives. If I was one of those three
guys, I would be thinking, ‘ves, I
do want to get out of here. Yes, I
would like somebody to come res-
cue me. But, if it’s going to cost
millions of people their lives, then
let me die.’”

Ganaway  disagrees and
believes that anything is worth
saving American lives.

“We shouldn’t let them die
because they were over there pro-
tecting us,”’ he said. “If they're

sick.”

Hallye Golden tried to put the
matter on a level that could be
more eas-
Ily under-
stood by
Ameri-
cans.

1 do
not agree
with Milo-
sevic's
actions,”
Hallye
said. “He
goes in
and takes
all the
land from
people
and burns
up their
Crops just
because
he doesn’t
like them.
What if
4 one day

d Clinton

gECIdES he

oesn’t

—— like Tex-

Golden ans and

comes

down and destroys our land and

the only place for us to go is Mex-

1co. Do you think they’re gonna let
us in?”

David Baccus said, “I'm con-
cerned they might bomb us,
though they probably would bomb
Washington and not Texas.”

Andrew Henry explained his
concept of the war and what is
happening: “There are three parts
of what Yugoslavia used to be:
The people in Kosovo are being
sent to Albania, and they’re going
to camps where they are staying
in these long rows of big white
tents. There are thousands of peo-
ple. Some of them aré old and have
no place to go,” he said.

And the reason for the mass exo-
dus, according to Alex Gawloski:
“They’re trying to get away from
Milosevic,” Alex said. “The Red

had idea to support captured troops

friends over there,” Pirkle said.
Pirkle said five of his close friends
were killed.

Last week, after the message
had been on the sign for several
days, another school staff member
added yellow ribbons.

“The ribbons and the sign are
our way of showing the public that
we care and love these guys,”
Sanchez said. “We want to make
sure nothing happens to them.
This is a sign of unity for them. We
want them reunited with their
families. They should be home
with us.” v

Corporation, Midland Reporter-Telegram
Division, 201 E. lllinois Ave., Midland TX
79701. Periodicals '
TX 79711. POSTMASTER: Send address
changes to the Midland Reporter-Telegram,
P.O. Box 1650, Midland TX 79702. :

President.

willing to go out there and, if it
comes down to it, if they're willing
to fight for their country, then we
should be willing to protect them.”

On the other hand, McCain
believes that if the United States
does not see those captured sol-
diers returned alive, a war will
come of it.

“The United States takes care of
its own,’” he said. “I believe we can
get them out. I have a feeling that
right now we’'re working on getting
them out. If they are killed, if they
are executed, then I believe we
will go to war, no matter what. If
they are executed, we will go to
war. I think we should, because
they have no right to kill them.
Committing a war crime is what
they're doing if they kill them.”

If the United States does go to
war with Kosovo, these three men
may be on the front lines fighting
for the protection and freedom of
their country, and each said there
1s nothing they would rather do for
the country they cail home.

“That’s part of the job,”” McCain
sald. “That’'s part of the oath.
You know it, or you’d better know
it. It could happen.”

WAR: Even 4th-graders understand Kosovo turmoil

Cross has gone in and are trying

to get food to all of the people. I

saw on TV that there were a lot of
people all trying to get to one piece
of bread. They’'re really, really

hungry.”
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WASHINGTON (AP) — As hun-
dreds more aircraft join NATO's

‘alr campaign, a less-noticed array

vanguard of a U.S. Army contin-
gent, eventually to total 3,000 or
more soldiers, that will operate
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I‘Thef president has

NATION

~ With a peace settlement seem-
ingly dead for now, three possibil-
ities emerge for the eventual use

PAGE 3A

Allies quietly expand ground forces on Yugoslavian border

entry of peacekeepers. That seems’
unlikely, given that Milosevic's
rejection of an international force

Jer-income of allied ground forces is as . | :
bling on the southern ririen{:f Liﬂcggﬁigﬂgzdoﬂa?}gﬁg:eg t:':?li'c.«.‘..l‘E sald he has no 'y gl_'nund — ID-KDSWO: COMDAC IRENSRIVOSOOT M
-ding to a Yugoslavia. siles. intention (of ordering croons e oo expeiting Serb _ the first pige.

. : Some were brought to the region The Apache f | ted t i g i oty NATO officials are stu -
?t:i?"; xn‘{z:t for humanitarian work and DtEEI‘S begin opgrati%gogggrisazz?r?sct Serg ground WOOPS) b ok tosoriing ethnic Albanians land corridor for humanitarian
peate it for potential deployment as peace- armored forces in Kosovo back to their villages and protect- relief, but that step is unlikely,

pers. But they could serve as To a degree, it's academic - ‘ - - Bacon said last week.

> bottom 20 ‘the nucleus of an invasion force if whether President Ctinton will Madeleine Albright ™ Opening a land corridor toper-  pacon emphasized the compli-
-ale paying the leaders of NATO reverse them- ch his mi on ABC's “This Week” mit relief organizations to hel ' NATO id f !
- . 1 ' change his mind about ground tens of thousands of Kosovars hid- C2voDs . ace =
income in selves and decide that only an troops, said retired Marine Corps ing in the hills attempting a land invasion: moun-
1 with 44 .invasion will achieve their aims Brig. Gen. Bernard Trainor. “If : : _ _ L Cli - tainous terrain limits attack
reent against Yugos]avlan President yuu’re gﬂiﬂg to pllt a force in :{Lmerlcan casualties far more plans to g0 1nto an invasion, _ llntqn hHS said I'I_D consensus routes from Macedonia and Alba-
i Slobodan Milosevic. there, it’s going to take some time KeLY. Solana said on “Fox News Sun- €Xistseitherin Americaoramong pi,- few navigable roads; and
gnosis for - . * i SO SALE 80T “Th - - day.” - intain NATO allies for a d g S - :

. The possible deployment of com- to get yourself organized. I'he president has said he has day.” “"We are going to maintain : . 3 Brouncd war, gerh artillery and mined bridges.

House is bat troops was discussed on both By the time ground forces canbe ™° intention (of ordering ground the air campaign to the end.” chiefly because it almost certain- A ki ¢ h rth

S Propos- sides of the Atlantic Sunday. Sec- assembled in large enough num. tT0Ps) and that the air campaign  Critics_such as presidential ly would mean substantial allied th “a‘f, 1}:;3 rom 't t;d e
orge Bush retary of State Madeleine Albright bers to take on an invasion the 1S inflicting a great deal of dam- hopeful Sen. John McCain, R- Casualtiesand could ignite a wider fi rl‘?tlll.tgl m:gg' alT otge meat:.';
campaign said anew that the Clinton admin- Serbs are likely to have comblet- age, lenght saidon ABC’s “This Ariz., say it is a mistake to give Warin the Ba_lkans_. . Kﬁwfin southern Serbia Tlaa{'on

i Istration is confident air power will ed their campaign of “ethnic Week. o _ Yugoslav President Slobodan  The administration also is con- said  susgesting that .was AB
s referred achieve NATO’s purposes, and cleansing” — the very acts of vio- Both British Prime Minister Milosevic the assurance he will not cerned about further antagonizing unlikel ggﬁ s b

e ¥ 'NATO Secretary General Javier lence NATO is striving to stop. Tony Blair and Chancellor Ger- face NATO on the ground. Russia, a traditional Serb ally Y OpENON.
nd Means Solana said the allies have no A NATO assessment last sum.- hard Schroeder of Germany The ground war debate aside, which opposes the NAT_O bombing. Even getting troops to the area
assage oyt plans to authorize an invasion.  mer concluded that it would take €Pdorsed the U.S. position. U.S. officials say Yugoslav troops _ 'he second option is feasible, would be hard, Bacon said, given
full House. But, in a significant addition to  about 200,000 allied group troops to 1 think the important thingisto  already are digging in and mining administration officials say, only the lack of major ports and air-
t will go to the ongoing ground troop dialogue, conquer Kosovo. see the strategy we have through,”  key land routes into Kosovo. it Milosevic agrees to sccept the flelds.

he added that “if the moment  The allies hope relentless bomb- »S.air said on CBS’ “Face the  “I think they expect a NATO
comes when it is necessary” to ing ultimately will force Milosevic - auon. Hestressed “the dangers invasion,” Pentagon spokesman
' ’“""actlei YugEslatgal, “I'm sure the o accept a Kosovo peace deal that Dféa l}::nd 301'“ IR SO, Kenneth Bacon said.
- - countries that belong to NATO jncludes stationing international chroeder, interviewed on Milosevic’s foreign minister,
I I IS mg be ready to do it.” peacekeepers in K%sovo. CNN’s “Late Edlti_lon," saild he Zivadin Jovanovic, asked on PANKAJ (P-” PATE.- M.D.. F.A.C.C.
ritain’s foreign secretary,  Tothatend allied ground troops SE€€S_ DO reason whatsoever” to NBC’s “Meet the Press” whether BOARD CERTIFIED IN CARDIOLOGY & INTERNAL MEDICING

& Fﬂbltn ﬁ?ok stresied it would take were sent to M acgedonia E,,En Eg??slfr?ll;es hﬁ%‘éﬂ?"g ttl_‘ﬂﬂl?-‘g- Serb forces were prepared for a .
and, if it Lwo Lo three months to prepare an hefore the bombing started March 0 D€ conlinued, ground war, said: “Be sure that we
y, then we itary experts agree. began streaming out of Kosovo b | SLIEUCHCE SAN, . kind of aggression.” Westwood Med Center
ect them.” Allied ground forces arriving in the tens of thougs ands. the N ATS NATO’s Solana denied a British Jovanovic said the United States ar1a Ical
"~ McCain the Balkans include some of the troops took up humanitarian NeWspaper reportthatthealliance and NATO should “draw lessons” Andrews Highway, Suite 100-A
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1 riers and Apache attack heli- camps for refugees and providing At this point, the alliance hasno try.
\ war wi copters, and British battle tanks. food and medicine.
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SOmeﬁoc{_y’s Mother

By Jami Owen

. SHELLY &
‘., ARNOLD

3

Somebody’s Mother will rely on Meals-on-Wheels
today to bring her a nourishing meal.

Somebody’s Mother will share laughter today with a
CSS Friendly Visitor.

Somebody’s Mother will receive a phone call today

that reassures.

BACK TO THE BIBLE !!

$€4¢¢¢scscccccccccccccccccccccccccccce

Somebody’s Mother will watch a Handyman today $62. HEAR ROELF RUFFNER DISCUSS THIS THEME
| replace a broken window. - Caube cuibon APRIL 18 THRU 21
She’s Somebody’s Mother, right here in Midland and patch work WESISIDE CHURCI:I (.)F CHREST
Y ; she is eating, laughing, talking, watchiny. ftﬁ“:n";::f 4:’11'0 w?;f;‘;&“
| . w ching one
1 sn ek And she is depending on us! broomstick e Sunday services at 9am, 10am, and Spm
.50 $0.50 e
\S/NM » e Weekday services Monday ~Wednesday at 7pm
os.  1-Mg This Mother’s Day honor your mother with a Comm ¢ Motivating Bible-centered lesson
50 :mg and sfﬂ'; S;'u-im f:;_- i@” Mothcr.iﬁglt; u:lf $25 31?’ - Inspiringngongregaﬁonﬂ Aapperla Singing
R USA . rocue o ETS IS e el e Personal Bible Studies Available For You
on. Mg, mmmcrmtmmummg ¢ Fnendly Christian Fellowship
{ﬁﬁ’w ; Mﬂh:wmb’- w :Lwﬂ- PLEASE BE OUR HONORED GUEST 2
:ln 4 - by May 1, 1999, Open 106 + 694-8888 « Midkiff @ lllinois. S
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ortable oxygen system gives patients maximum mobility

skittish

pinion s

d love to go to the systems allow you to breathe from a very small container by other unit you may need. They ;t:”il;pmgi

theater with you tonight, easier by providing plenty of delivering oxygen only when will set it up and teach you When

but I'm tired of lugging oxygen with a container you need it, not continuously how to use it. If you have any wide blz

this oxygen tank around. weighing just over four as with bulkier systems. That's questions later on, they'll be ka prair

. I'll just stay home and watch pounds. up to seven times longer than happy to answer you. stampe

TV.” If you or a loved one has The Oxvlite easily goes the other systems deliver. Just They don’t abandon you midnigh
ever said that, Alliance Medical where you %u irlmIl an ﬂttra;:-tive, imagine how much more you there, either. While some town.

Supply has some good news for non-medical looking shoulder can do in 10 hours!' medical supply companies onl . When

you. New portable oxygen bag. It gets up to 10 hours Alliance also offers the follow up eiir},‘;r thrge mnnthsy Alliance Medical Supply’s tist prea

: Pulse Dose system. This Alliance sends an RRT to your Darren Berryhill shows withere

= machine also provides 10 hours home every month. While how easy it is to carry the {:ra{;ked

Jaw dlsorder can Iead of freedom and fits into the there, the RRT will perform a Oxylite system, which can basins,

same attractive bag as does the full patient assessment, restore great freedom to beseech

" - Oxylite, with one advantage: including heart rate, respira- oxygen patients. ens for

f the Pulse Dose can be adjusted tion rate and other vital signs. m,]d.“:

o varle o pal n an more exactly, within half-liter- That allows them to deal with ea‘i}f YOl

per-minute increments. The an infection or any other 1998 t-mi'

Oxylite can be adjusted in problem they may discover tists lgac.

SI% rOblems increments of one liter per before it becomes dangerous. anmhe,?

minute. Anything unusual is reported destruct

Darren Berryhill of Alliance to the patient’s physician, who Portio

l T Mgdlrsal Supply says these can then take appropriate walkers, w_heel chairs, hospital ment. T_“hey accept Medicare, west ar

ong i ) Head, neck and units now offer even more action. beds, bedside commodes, Medicaid and most private spotty b

dlSﬂTdﬂc{E ﬂ:'ﬁ' face pain, click- freedom —the freedom frum, ~ Alliance’s monthly visit also trapeze bars and more. insurance. Hours are 8:30-5:30 has bee

5::;:5: unde? ing or locking WOrTy abﬂut'payment. That’s includes a thorough check of So, why sit at home? Monday through Friday, with nation fc

" . jaws, even some  Dbecause they are covered by the Oxylite or other machine. Breathe easier and travel 24 hour emergency service In Tex

;:ndl:;ﬂ:r D?::}ES:?; sleep disorders M*?'dlfﬂ"f' and Mﬁ‘dlﬂﬂld* Insur- Thfe RRT will makg any needed freely, because the Oxylite and available. The phone number is has decl.

(TMD TMJ). These can be symptoms . ance coverage is made even adjustments or calibrations Pulse Dose systems are almost 580-0171. Alliance participates in 170 of

or 1MdJ). of jaw disorders easier because Alliance files all needed, and, of course, answer truly “lighter than air.” in the Better Business Bureau’s His orde

.can cause fﬂ“ Efl‘_-iﬂl{}’ known as TMD. insurance and handles all the any questions that may have Care program. They are a 1998 dr

long 11151 ; SEEE"imE y Dr. Grant E. Giles paperwork. | | | come up since the last visit. Founded in 1995, Alliance accredited by the Joint Com- billion ir

:;"EDE tEGraI:]:c;El EI?;;‘ offers hope for One of Alliance’s registered Allmnce_ also carries a Medical Supply is a full service  mission on Accreditation of Not to

ﬂfyéra;iu-Mand:lhullar you. Call 1-888- Eislﬂ}rla‘t;}ry t?i?plStE will r:nn:lple{,e lmel_ﬂf other home medical supply store specializ- Health Care Organizations. lli'il;}r:}ian

Al Nitus. Theos Ledls | ﬁg.f:?;nm" er one of these or any medical supplies, including ing in respiratory care equip- April 13

lems can include Guard t

“headaches, facial and consecuf

neck pain, ringing or pain in the ears, perceived loss of hearing, - By the

clicking or locking of the jaws, even some sleep disorders such as M n (6 I,, - fanned {

any “normal’ noises can harm your hearing

It has been estimated that up to 20 percent of Americans suffer 1,000 res
from one or more symptoms of TMD. While not all individuals . + . : Port St.
have problems bothersome enough to require treatment, many have t 18 sgld that si louder; movie theaters up to noise 1s associated with eleva- Friday;
such severe pain as to affect their family and business relation- lence is golden. 118 dBA; gunshots, 150-167 tions in blood pressure. Other borhood
ships, and more importantly, their overall quality of life. But that’s only dBA (these can cause almost studies have linked noise charred

Until recently, these seemingly unrelated problems were ignored true if the silence immediate hearing loss); | exposure with increased , It's a

- or misdiagnosed, largely because jaw problems fall into a gray area @ is voluntary. If it personal stereo systems with anxiety, which may contribute Svoboda
between dental and medical expertise. Now, however, Dr. Giles i1s silent because of per- headphones, 105-120 if turned  to the formation of ulcers.” National
bridges that gap with years of training and experience in the realm manent hearing loss, it up to maximum levels. Lawn You can observe Interna- “‘ir - It“l
of TMD. He is primarily a diagnostician, able to provide screening isn’t worth much. equipment and motorcycles tional Noise Awareness Day by pIAces,
diagnosis of the problem and recommend the appropriate treat- That’s why Orland can also be dangerously loud. turning down the volume on
ment. “I interrelate with the dentist and the physician, who appre- Purcell and Audio Some professions are at risk TVs, personal stereos and

‘ciate my help,” says Dr. Giles. AcuustlcsTare observing by nature, and should require other entertainment devices:

Correct diagnosis becomes an extra challenge when the patient International Noise employees to wear hearing notice the noises around you Te

. has suffered TMD problems for many years. There are two rea- Awareness Day this protection. These can include and respect your neighbor’s
sons for this difficulty: first, many areas may be affected, including HWedngsday, April 21.  factory workers, farmers, right to quiet; and try just f
jaw joints, muscles of the neck, jaw, face and upper back as well as This 1s a good time to construction workers, military  having some time of quiet. It ar
blood vessels and nerves. Second, the body must compensate for let people know that personnel, heavy industry may just be music to your
the original TMD problem through adjustments, which in turn cause their hearing may be workers, musicians, firemen Cars. WA
other problems that it then needs to overcome. The patient is left endangered by some and police officers. Extremely Andre
with many layers of physical problems that are all tied to TMD. Dr. fairly common noises,” loud noise can be dangerous Audio Acoustics, owned by garte
Giles’ job is then to work through seemingly unrelated problems says Orland. when it prevents workers from Orland Purcell, M.S., CCCA come:
to get to the real cause and determine a solution. Hearing experts hearing a warning shout or since 1977, is a full service thing

You may see Dr. Giles either on your own or as a referral from agree that cunt_mued important instructions from a hearing center. Sharon Shipley, to leaj
your physician or dentist. Dr. Giles will go over your health history éxposure to noise coworker. M. A., CCC-A s his associate. of a wi
with you and get other pertinent information during the exam, above 85 dBA will Even office workers are They ﬂfff'?' industrial hearing Ly, cor
which typically lasts 45 minutes to one hour. eventually h_arn} your faced with annoyance and conservation, diagnostic cake,

In cases where a sleep disorder is also present, Dr. Giles may hearing. Noise is one stress from offices with ringing audiology and a wide variety of for Ja
recommend an in-home screening which can assess whether a pa- of the leading causes phones, humming air condi- hearing aids. They are located In the
tient has apnea, hypopnea or snoring problems. This screening of hearing loss in the  tioning, computers and fans. at 2101 North Midland Drive, Sor
can also assist in deciding on the proper treatment. 28 million people with Noise can cause other Suite Four. The phone number bit off

" Obstructive Sleep Apnea, which affects up to 24 percent of men impaired hearing in health problems besides loss of is 689-4327. said ¢
and nine percent of women, is defined as a temporary cessation of the United States. hearing, says Orland. “Studies e
breathing during sleep, lasting at least 10 seconds. Hypopnea is a Noise also negatively have shown that exposure to muiz]c_ls
reduction of 30 to 50 percent in airflow for 10 seconds or more. impacts the health and no'}‘h]'n
While causes typically involve nasal obstructions or an enlarged qu.?ll.lty “ffllfi}fm earn;
tongue, adenoids or tonsils, TMD can also be a factor. FALINONS 01 Ouner I - . -

TMD can be a factor in sleep disorders resulting from the devel- Americans. L. A”Iance Medlcal Supply -3 Eg?ig;
opmental interrelationships of jaw and dental arch malformation, Here are some = Complete Line of Medical Equipment ".',T* is the f
the signs of which are: crowded or crooked teeth, chronic mouth examples of noisy , Quiet Oxygen Concentrators t -f; . ‘ nation
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By Joseph B. Verrengia
Associated Press

You know it’s dry when Sunbelt
retirees start watering the cactus.

When mountain lions and other
skittish wildlife emerge from the
pinion scrub of the Sonora Desert
to lap greedily from chlorinated
swimming pools and fountains.

When a wall of wildfire 10 miles
wide blackens a swath of Nebras-
ka prairie the size of Rhode Island.
stampeding cattle and forcing the
midnight evacuation of a ranching
town.

When Catholic priests and Bap-
tist preachers hold prayer vigils in
withered cotton fields and
cracked, sage-choked reservoir
basins, raising their arms to
beseech the same clear blue heav-
ens for a drop of rain.

And this was supposed to be an
easy year.

After all, the record EIl Nino of
1998 1s long gone. However, scien-
tists say 1999 is shaping up to be
another year of unpredictable,
destructive, weather conditions.

Portions of the South and Mid-
west are being strangled by a
spotty but tenacious drought that
has been gripping parts of the
nation for several months.

In Texas, Gov. George W. Bush
has declared a state of emergency
In 170 of the state’s 254 counties.
His order comes nine months after
a 1998 drought cost his state $10.4
billion in agriculture losses alone.

Not to be outdone, his brother,
Florida Gov. Jeb Bush, declared
his own drought emergency on
April 13 and ordered the National
Guard to help combat red-alert
wildfire conditions for the second
consecutive year.

By the weekend, gusty winds
fanned flames across 6,000 acres,
forcing the evacuation of nearly
1,000 residents across Florida. In
Port St. Lucie, 60 houses burned
Friday; fire reduced one neigh-
borhood to ashes and a few
charred refrigerators.

“It’s all or nothing,” said Mark
Svoboda, a forecaster with the
National Drought Mitigation Cen-
ter in Lincoln, Neb. “For some
places, the dryness has become an

intense event.”

No one is certain how much
worse the drought will get.

It’s been so dry that recent bliz-
zards and thunderstorms have not
been enough to slake the drought
In many areas. Long-range fore-
casts by several federal agencies
agree that dry conditions could
persist with a vengeance through-
out the Sunbelt and portions of the
Midwest until July.

“When we get into a drought, we
don’t know how long it will last,”
said climatologist Kelly Redmond
of the Desert Research Institute of
Reno, Nev. “That’s because we
don’t have a good handle on why
drought occurs. You can’t predict
something well if you don’t know
why it happens.”

Part of the problem lies in fore-
casters’ difficulty in analyzing
what isn’t happening in the atmos-
phere.

Meteorologists can spot thun-
derstorms, blizzards and torna-
does snarling on the electronic
horizon of their Double Doppler
radars. And they behave according
to a logic that is becoming more
apparent every year.

But drought is the consequence
of an accumulation of nonevents —
the absence of storms, a lack of
rainfall. A standard definitionis a
30 percent drop in precipitation for
three consecutive weeks.

“It’s the dog not barking in the
night,” Redmond said. “It’s too
many nice days in a row. By and
by, you notice that something has-
n't happened in a while.”

Like rain.

Once established, drought is
likely to persist for months, or
years. Increasingly, scientists are
looking into the past for clues as to
when droughts start and stop.

Studies of climate trends span-
ning the past 10 centuries indicate
that immediately following El
Nino episodes, North America has
periodically suffered cataclysmic
droughts and wildfires that would
make the Dust Bowl! look lush.

We're overdue, scientists warn.
And its impacts could be exagger-
ated by record high temperatures
In the 1990s that some believe are
the result of global warming

Teacher of the year uses

fancy, fun to teach lessons

WASHINGTON (AP) —
Andrew Baumgartner, a kinder-
garten teacher from Georgia,
comes up with just about any-
thing to get the kids in his class
to learn. He has served as host
of a wedding for Sleeping Beau-
ty, complete with limousine and
cake, and a knighting ceremony
for Jack after he killed the giant
in the Beanstalk.

“Sometimes they may seem a
bit off the wall,” Baumgartner
sald of his ideas to bring the
magic of reading to young
minds, “but nothing tried is
nothing gained.”

That sense of adventure
earned Baumgartner, 46, the
honor of being named the 1999
national teacher of the year. He
1S the first Georgia winner of the
national contest.

“Classes should be an adven-
ture every day,” he said. “They
should be places where chil-
dren discover ... where failure is

Total contents paid advertising.

t2eant |

kept at bay.”

Baumgartner was teaching
at A. Brian Merry Elementary
School, in Augusta, Ga., when he
went on leave last year to tour
the state in honor of his selection
as Georgia’s teacher of the year
for 1998.

More than half the 530 stu-
dents at the school get free
lunch, educators’ most common
measure of student poverty.

A teacher for 23 years, Baum-
gartner has battled his share of
educational demons, even in his
own family. He went through the
pain of watching his son, diag-
nosed with multiple learning
disabilities, fail at and eventu-
ally drop out of school in frus-
tration.

His son, 21, got his generally
equivalency certificate and is
enrolled in an Augusta technical
school. The experience forced
Baumgartner to re-evaluate his
own teaching style.
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caused by human activities.

“We're heading into a very, very
dangerous situation,” said Uni-
versity of Arizona tree ring expert
Tom Swetnam.

“It’s really off the scale.”

This year, climate experts
blame conditions on the opposite of
El Nino — La Nina.

Like its surly weather twin, it too
1S generated by a continent-sized
pool of water in the equatorial
Pacific that conspires with the
atmosphere to disrupt storm pat-
terns around the globe.

But La Nina’s characteristics
are opposite of El Nino’'s. Its
waters are cold rather than warm,
and 1t occurs less frequently and
predictably.

In 1997-98, El Nino’'s waters sim-
mered at a record 9 degrees above
normal. It left southeast Asia and
Australia parched and decimated
fisheries along the Pacific coast-
line from British Columbia to
Chile. At the same time, it nearly
submerged California in rain and

mudslides while delivering copious

rains to Arizona that nourished the
best wildflower bloom in a gener-
ation.

But Texas and Florida sizzled

with disastrous results all summer

long.
When the record EI Nino finally

shows, couch potatoes have to

findings are preliminary.

But he says his small study of a few over-
weight New York children is important because
it suggests tinkering with the technology that
makes life more comfortable — but also more
sedentary and fattening — could help trim

Americans expanding waistlines.

“I am not naive enough to think we're going
to solve the world’s obesity problems with TVs
hooked to bicycles,” Allison said. “But there are
other things we could do ... that are limited only

by our imaginations.”

The National Institutes of Health says about
55 percent of American adults are overweight
or obese, up from 43 percent in 1960. Studies also
suggest more than 13 percent of youngsters ages
6 through 17 are overweight, and getting fatter

each year.

Lack of exercise is a main cause. i
Research shows television is a major culprit
for kids, mesmerizing children who otherwise

Woman of long ago finds friends at century’s end

By Jerry Schwartz
Associated Press

NEW BRUNSWICK, N.J. —
There were 13 young women in the
Douglass College honors seminar
last semester — 14, if you include
Clara.

And you had to include Clara,
though she came from another
time, when college women kept
curfews, wore long, white gloves to
formals, and passed the time
between classes in tea rooms.

You had to include Clara, though
she had been dead for a half-centu-

ry

For four months, as a class pro-
ject, these sophomores and juniors
studied Clara Kangler and a tragic
life that ended long before they were
born.

In the end, many considered her
a friend.

This is a story about how very dif-
ferent young people are today from
their forbears, and how very much
the same. And it is a story about
time travel, about how people from
one time can reach back to those of
another and almost — ALMOST —
come to know them.

When Clara’s sister, Elsie, died in
1996, she left a trove of papers and
artifacts that found its way to Rut-
gers University.

Clara was an alum, though not a
famous one like Paul Robeson or
Calista Flockhart. She attended
New Jersey College for Women, the
forerunner of Douglass, Rutgers’
college for women.
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phy” — te the story of an inte-
rior life. So iasuedachalle':fe
her students: Could they take

?
/ She was born Aug. 14, 1917, to
Alohand.lohann: Kangler, Sloven-

_ pedal. Center at
An obesity researcher who came up with the

“TVcycle” says early tryouts helped youngsters
shed fat and discouraged TV viewing.

David Allison of St. Luke’s-Roosevelt Hospi-
tal in New York knows parents are not going to
race to rewire TV sets and he cautions that his

AP

collapsed, the climate pendulum
swung into a cold-water La Nina in
the Pacific.

It has reversed conditions in
Asia, bringing chest-high flood-
waters to India. Forecasters
expect a vigorous hurricane sea-
son in the Caribbean this fall, too.

In the United States, La Nina has
pushed the jet stream north.
Weather patterns cleave the
nation roughly in half, tracing the
Interstate 80 corridor between
New York City and San Francisco.

The southern half of the country
generally is drier than normal,
especially Arizona and New Mex-
ico — no wildflowers this year. But
to forecasters’ consternation,
Texas and Florida remain dan-
gerously dry again despite the
switch to La Nina.

Circumstances north of I-80
couldn’t be more different.

In Washington, Mount Baker is
poised to break the all-time North
American snowfall record of 1,122
inches, or 93.5 feet of cumulative
snow, that fell at Mount Rainier
during the winter of 1971-72.

Reservoirs are brimming, and
downstream communities and
farms face late-spring flooding.

“We're fat with water,” Red-
mond said, gazing out his window
at the Sierra Nevada swaddled in

Dr. David Alli-
son of the
Obesity
Research

Columbia Uni-

versity talks
about his

1an immigrants. (Elsie was four
years older.) She graduated from
high school with honors; even then,
there were indications that she was
depressed.

“Just another dull, uninteresting
day,” she wrote in her diary. “Will
this drudgery ever end? In my
heart, I know it will.”

The students studied her scrap-
books from college, keepsakes from
the 1938 Senior Class ball, the
receipt for her $100 tuition, her
yearbook entry (“Her ambition cen-

might burn calories while playing.

Formal exercise programs do not help much
because it is hard to get to a gym or playground
regularly, particularly for young children with
busy parents, so scientists are hunting
based tricks to get kids moving, Allison said.

For his experiment, an engineer rewired TV
sets to work only while the viewer was pedal-
Ing an attached bicycle. Built-in computers mea-
sure how long the televisions were on. The TVcy-
cles, which are back in Allison’s office as he
hunts money for a larger study, are not for sale.

With NIH funding, Allison delivered the
TVeycles to six overweight TV fans, ages 8 to

a deep, white, icy blanket. “But the
further south you go, the worse it
gets.”

You don’'t have to remind
George Davies.

Brown slopes on Mount Lemmon
near Tucson forced the manager of
Ski Valley to close the two chair-
lifts serving the nation’s south-
ernmost ski area for the first sea-
son in its 40-year history.

A foot of snow on April Fools’
Day only aggravated matters: too
skimpy for skiing, but it closed the
only road to the city.

“I plan on one bad year in every
five years,” Davies said. “But ]
never thought that I would have a
zero year.”

Thirty miles and 6,000 feet down-
hill in Tucson, conditions have
been remarkably dry even for the
desert oasis.

The April Fools’ storm sprayed
more than an inch of cold rain on
the city and surrounding range
land. Until then, the area had
received 0.01 inch of moisture
since autumn. Precipitation
remains 80 percent below normal.

Temperatures as high as 90
degrees have driven early season
water consumption to midsum-
mer levels.

Similar conditions grip cities
across the nation’s southern tier,
including Albuquerque, El Paso
and San Antonio. Even humid
Houston has been relatively dry.

In San Diego, entrepreneurs
have suggested bringing super-
tankers full of fresh water from the
Pacific Northwest.

Naples and other Florida cities
are debating water restrictions.
Birds and other wildlife in the
Everglades National Park are suf-
fering in a parched ecosystem
that already is the subject of an
intensive restoration following
decades of water diversion by Big
Sugar and other farm interests.
l:'lTwr:sut:m 1S especially vulnera-

e.

Its water utility started in the
19th century by delivering bags of
spring water by burro to the bar-
rios and mining camps. The city
continues to suck water from its
desert aquifer to irrigate thirsty
golf resorts and subdivisions much

he said.

and

for home-

but she intended to finish her novel.
“The book is progressing as I
expected. I'm really going to devote
a lot of time to it fromnowon ... .”

But she also wanted to snare a
husband.

“I'll be damned if I'm going to pid-
dle around with small change and
during the season I may be able to
snag someone with a pile,” she
wrote.

Clara and Elsie were both fine
writers, and they come alive in 130
letters they exchanged in the seven

I‘“I-he things that people seemed to find in Clara

ters about magazine writing and
extensive travel. Alone, Clare?”).

They interviewed her classmates.
“She was a very pretty girl and
seemed to be Kkind of always
involved and rushing around,” says
Alice Talbot Sofin, 82.

Clara graduated with distinction
in English, and went on to get her
master’s at Columbia; they read her
thesis on feminist writer Sarah
Grand.

After all of that education, she
took one secretarial job after anoth-
er. “I can take dictation at 100
words per minute and am a rapid
and accurate typist,” she wrote, in
one letter of application.

Then she suffered some sort of
breakdown — apparently as a result
of a love affair gone bad.

“Today is exactly one year to the
day that I last saw Charles F.,” she
wrote to Elsie in March 1947. “And
... as of tomorrow I began that |
series o:ﬁ trotting to aldlot:tt:lr:

to pieces generally.”
goglyglﬂz she had moved to Miami

Beach, Fla,
,«8he had recovered.
She took on mbre secretarial work,

were things they found in themselves.’

— Dana Bowling, 19

months Clara was away.

Elsie is the conservative one.
“Apparently, you just blab every-
thing that comes to your mind,” she
tells Clara. Her news is mundane —
the radio in the kitchen has been
repaired, Mother has put up a batch
of sauerkraut.

Clara is the free spirit. “At 33, my
dear, you should get over your inhi-
bitions as far as sex is concerned,”
she tells Elsie. She wants to give her
brown hair a henna rinse, she com-
plains about roommates and her
period. She wards off a pass from a
married man with whom she had
had an affair.

“Little Clara is steennf clear of
any extra-marital entanglements,”
she writes.

In the last weeks of her stay, the
la.;;ters become sm and less
effervescent. “Am still fee -
ty low, and am still ulﬂedw amt
what todo ... I'm afraid my fine fer-
vour is wearing thin.”

Then the letters stop. Clara
returned to New Jersey in June and
took a job as a teacher at Drake’s
Business College.

The last items in the collection are

i ‘“.‘"1#'“

field, Texas, cotton mill laid off
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Scientists see no end in sight for drought gripping parts of U.S.

faster than sporadic storms can
rep%m:;: ~ lace fi md't

“We have no to go for
water,” utility &rector Boa\'id.
eer said..“La Nina :
everything we're doing.
summer monsoon is late, ,
have a real problem meeting
demand.” '

Circumstances are no better for
farmers.

In Texas alone, last year's El
Nino drought cost farmers and
their suppliers $10.4 billion, and
percent of growers went
rupt.

Many regions across the state —
including areas near Abilene,
Spring, San Angelo, Lubbock
Midland — received below aver-
age rain this winter, and spring
rains have been s?otty. "

Farmers are planting seed in
case the rains return, but it’'s a
make-or-break year for many.
The same is true for crop .
sors and farm suppliers. A Little-

| |

workers in March. %

“It’s all bleak,” said Texas A&M
economist Carl G. Anderson.
“Farmers aren’t very mobile. For
them, it’s a very slow process, but
it becomes overwhelrrﬁnﬁ'ﬂn

The drought is raising edi-
ate dangers, too.

Thousands of forest and
fires have been sparked since F
ruary, prompting federal officials
to redeploy crews, tanker
and funding from the wet North'to
the dry South.

In Florida, where 500,000 acres
were roasted last summer, 1,660
wildfires have burned more than
35,000 acres and several homes so
far this year.

Fire experts have documented
that over the past 1,000 years,
huge wildfires burned during dry

La Nina episodes that immediate-
ly followed wet EIl Ninos.

Some of the worst years: 1575,
1748, 1851 and 1879. k

It’s a natural cycle, but the
added risks of 100 years of fire-pre-
vention efforts and population
growth means the ecological and
economic costs of wildfire this
year could be among the highest in
the past millennium.

Researcher finds way to budge kid couch potatoes

WASHINGTON (AP) — Parents may have a
way to budge their chip-chomping, TV-watch-
Ing kids from the family sofa: a bicycle hooked
up electrically to the set. To see their favorite

12, and put standard exercise bikes in front of
televisions for four similar children.

The kids did not diet and the televisions for the
TVceycle group were locked to prevent cheating.
Nobody nagged the youngsters to pedal or lose
weight, Allison said. “We just said, "Here you go.
For the TV to work, you have to pedal. See ya,”’

Ten weeks later, the four kids who watched
television while lolling on the couch saw 20 hours
a week and bicycled only 8 minutes a week, Alli-
son said in an interview Friday before pre-
senting his results at a biology conference Sun-
day in Washington.

The six TVcycle kids watched an hour a week
pedaled an hour a week. But that was not
all the TVcycle kids watched.

They did not pedal when the family watched
television together and there was some cheat-
Ing, when parents lets kids watch a special show
on a set not part of the test, Allison said.

But the pedaling kids finished the study with
2 percentage points less total body fat and 3 per-
centage points less fat on their legs than the oth-
er children. So those kids must have been more
active during the time once spent watching TV.

“It's quite amazing they’d see any change” in
such a short time and in kids who did not diet,
said Michael Jacobson of the Center for Science
in the Public Interest, a consumer advocacy
group that fights obesity.

Mass cards, an obituary, a note
from Elsie about Clara’s death on
Sept. 17, 1947.

But the Douglass scholars did not
stop there.

They went to the house ‘in
Dunellen where the Kangler fami-
ly had lived. And they went into the
basement and traced Elsie’s steps
to the place where, 51 years before,
she found her sister’s body hanging
from the ceiling.

Aichea Miller knew all along that
Clara killed herself. Still, when this
28-year-old archivist read
the letters and came to their sudden
end, it took her breath away.

“Tears just came to my eyes,” she
says.

Aubrey Garrison had embraced
Clara — “I really feel that a part of
her personality and of what she
brought into the world is now part of
me” — and she was horrified by the
basement where Clara’s life ended.

“I went into the room, and I had
to leave ...,” says Garrison, a 20-
year-old English and exercise sci-
ence major. “It made Clara mere
real. It made it impossible to deny
it.”

For Garrison and most of her
perience

classmates, this was an ex
unlike any other. They shared their
discoveries. “Guess what Clara
did' * they would say. G

they shared intimate details of
own lives.

“The things that seemed to
find in Clara were they found
inhnueivu.' says Dana Bowling,

9. |
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Starr responses
signal need for
review of IC law

ne gets the feeling, on hearing
Independent Counsel Kenneth
Starr staunchly defend his inves-
tigation of President Clinton only to tear
into the law that empowered him to con-
duct the investigation, that you are hear-
ing the pot call the kettle black.

In fact, Sen. Patrick Leahy, D-Vt.,
seemed to hit the nail perfectly on the
head when he said Starr’s reasoning
that the 1978 independent counsel law
was flawed because the process had

the Ripper calling for more neighbor-
hood patrols because of the surge in
crime victims.”

Starr contends he has the power to

become too politicized was like “Jack |

indict Clinton even after the president

counsel law, which expires June 30,
should not be renewed because it is
“constitutionally dubious” and “struc-

leaves office but said the independent |

turally unsound.”

As if that wasn’t enough to cause sen-
ators to rethink the 1978 law, there is
the cost of the Starr investigation — an
uncool $40 million. That 1sn’t exactly
pocket change for your average Ameri-
can.

There should be some soul-searching
before the June 30 expiration of the
iIndependent counsel law. It shouldn't
| be thrown out if there still 1s value to

be derived by the American people
from its use, but there are enough
questions being raised about it to merit
close scrutiny.

[s Kenneth Starr really raising a
valid criticism of the independent
counsel law or is it seriously flawed?
That 1s a question that must be
answered before the June 30 expira-
tion.

In one regard, Starr made a point
when in response to senators’ question-
Ing about what he called “completely
bogus allegations” that his staff used
abusive and unfair tactics with wit-
nesses, he replied, “I do not apologize
for trying to gather the facts consis-
tent” with FBI methods.

No, that really would be the pot call-
Ing the kettle black! I

TODAY IN HISTORY

Today is Monday, April 19, the 109th day of 1999.
There are 256 days left in the year.

Today’s highlight in history:

On April 19, 1951, Gen. Douglas MacArthur, relieved
of his command by President Truman. bid farewell to
Congress, quoting a line from a ballad: “Old soldiers
never die; they just fade away.”

On this date: '

In 1775, the American Revolutionary War began with
the battles of Lexington and Concord.

In 1897, the first Boston Marathon was run from Ash-
land, Mass., to Boston

In 1898, Congress passed a resolution recognizing
Cuban independence and demanding that Spain relin-
quish its authority over Cuba. |

In 1933, the United States went off the gold standard.

In 1943, during World War II, tens of thousands of
Jews living in the Warsaw Ghetto began a valiant but
futile battle against Nazi forces.

In 1945, the Rodgers and Hammerstein musical
“Carousel” opened on Broadway.

In 1982, astronauts Sally K. Ride and Guion S. Blu-
ford Jr. became the first woman and first African-
American to be tapped for U S. space missions.

In 1993, the 51-day siege at the Branch Davidian com-
pound near Waco, Texas, ended as fire destroyed the
structure after federal agents began smashing their
:(?13;31; dozens of people, including David Koresh, were

illed.

In 1995, a truck bomb devastated the Alfred P. Mur-
rah Federal Building in Oklahoma City, killing 168 peo-
ple. Timothy McVeigh and Terry Nichols were later
convicted of charges related to the bombing.

Ten years ago: Forty-seven sailors were killed when
a gun turret exploded aboard the USS Iowa. A female
jogger in New York’s Central Park was brutally beat-
en and raped. Six teen-agers were later charged in the
near-fatal attack; five were convicted, one pleaded
guilty to a lesser charge. |

Five years ago: A Los Angeles jury awarded $3.8 mil-
lion to beaten motorist Rodney King. The Supreme
Court outlawed the practice of excluding people from
juries because of their gender.

One year ago: Wang Dan, a leader of the 1989 Tianan-
men Square pro-democracy protests, arrived in the
United States after being by China. It was
announced that Linda McCartney, the wife of Paul
McCartney, had died two earlier at age 56. Mex-

ican poet=philosopher 10 Paz died at age 8,

[

-ment surrendered. There
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JACK ANDERSON

he Pentagon budget is set to get an emergency

boost from Congress, because of the expensive

war being waged by the United States and
NATO in Kosovo and Yugoslavia. As a result, the bud-
get “surplus”™ will too-swiftly evaporate into a nos-
talgic memory.

That’s partly because,
unfortunately, too much of
that hard-earned taxpayer
money will be wasted. It's
difficult enough to police
the military’s budget in
peacetime, but during war
it’s doubly hard, as auditors
and officers look the other
way out of misplaced “patri-
otism.”

This has been our experi-
ence over decades of report-
ing on the Pentagon — that
the money, desperately
needed in salaries for the
troops themselves, and now to beef up manpower,
1s often wasted on too-expensive military hardware
and other shenanigans.

[t's particularly difficult to take after the wrench-
Ing experience of meeting the April 15 IRS deadline,
and coming to the sobering realization that many
Americans still haven’'t earned enough this year to
pay all their taxes.

We've heard from thousands of taxpayers over the
years who've been boiling mad at the Pentagon’s
spending practices. They wonder why the Pentagon
would pay $91 for a 3-cent screw, $114 for a 9-cent bat-
tery, $511 for a 60-cent lamp and $436 for a $7 ham-
mer.

We ve often thought that since the government

Anderson
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Pentagon excess especially smarts after tax day

places such high value on these items, maybe tax-
payers should pay their taxes with 3-cent screws and
9-cent batteries. Of course, we doubt the Internal Rev-
enue Service would give taxpayers $91 credit for a
3-cent screw.

How does the government justify paying $436 for
a $§7 hammer? Well, here’'s how the Navy once jus-
tified it to us: $41 to order the hammer and figure out
how to use it; $93 for “mechanical subassembly” to
make sure the hammer works; $102 for “manufac-
turing overhead”; $37 to line up spare parts for the
hammer; $3 for packing the hammer for shipping:
$90 for the contractpr’s “general administrative
cost”; $56 for the finder’s fee; $7 for the “capital cost
of money”; and $7 for “other expenses.”

The toll of eye-popping extravagance in the Pen-
tagon’s spare-parts purchases, as well, is large.

Among those cases we've previously uncovered are
$145,950 for a standard computer printer that should
have cost $28,840; $456 for a half-inch socket worth
$1.49; $652 for a tool box that retails for $11.67: $512
for a 48-cent fuse; $2,043 for a plain round nut that
cou{csi have been bought at any hardware store for 13
cents.

~The waste is in so many areas that it's sometimes
like a brush-fire on a very windy day — it is in too
many places to stamp out. Once, we found, the Pen-
tagon had spent $650,000 on “security covers” to hide
the classified dimensions of nuclear weapons long
after the dimensions were declassified. The reason
for declassifying the weapons’ size, shape and
weight, it turned out, was to permit their movement
without the encumbrance of security covers.

This column has long been an advocate of highly
rewarding those dutiful government employees
with a percentage — usually 10 percent — of the mon-
ey they save for the taxpayers.
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CHARLEY REESE

et me tell you about something that happened
I back in the dark days of World War Il

The German army, in 1941, stood astride of
Europe, having defeated or compelled the surrender
of every nation. From the borders of Russia to the
Atlantic, from the English Channel and North Sea
to the Mediterranean, the German war machine
stood victorious.

[t is no surprise then that
when it rolled iInto
Yugoslavia, the govern-

was no chance to win a
fight. Croatia became an
enthusiastic fascist state
and set up its own concen-
tration camps to slaughter
Jews and Serbs. Albania

SJAME ON YoU, BOBBY...Yol PUT ANOTHER RUMOR ON THE INTERNET, DIPNT Yo >"

had joined the fascists and
sent a division into Kosovo
where, at that time, Serbs
were a huge majority. They
killed about 140,000 Serbs.

The Bosnian Muslims, including its present leader,
enthusiastically formed a Waffen SS division.

So what did the Serbs do? Well, that’s the magic.
Within a few days after the Yugoslavian government
surrendered, the Serb people rose up, overthrew that
government and told Hitler's legions in effect:
“Hell, no! We don’t surrender.”

This is one of the noblest examples of human
courage in history. Here was a people hopelessly out-
numbered who nevertheless preferred to die than to
surrender. More than a million did die, but they
fought the Germans so fiercely that the German inva-
sion of the Soviet Union was delayed. Hitler later
blamed his defeat by the Russians on this delay.

It is shameful, in my opinion, that the United
States, in its postwar decline and led by sleazy peo-
ple, is attacking the Serbs, who fought with us as
allies, to assist people who fought against us as Nazi
allies.

And it is moronic that people in Washington sup-
posed that the Serbs, who defied the German war

e

Attack on our one-time ally is shameful

machine, would collapse and tremble at the feet of
a cowardly draft dodger whose ill-planned, poorly
thought out campaign has already led to a human dis-
aster for the very people he claimed it was designed
to save.

And make no mistake, this president — famous for
his bad judgment — by rejecting any compromise
1s committing the United States to ground war in the
Balkans. The idea that this man, who spoke of
loathing the U.S. military and who cowardly avoid-
ed the draft, is now willing to put American troops
Into war against a former ally is really disgusting.

Clinton is going to discover, like Hitler, that he can
mi:cupy Serbia, but he cannot subdue the Serbian peo-
ple.

The American people should wake up and decide
how many of their sons and daughters they wish to
sacrifice for the sake of Albania — once a fascist
state, once the most Stalinist of the communist states,

and currently the most corrupt and incompetent of
the former communist states.

When Clinton sends troops into Yugoslavia, it will
be pointless to talk about an exit strategy. There
won’t be one. There isn’t even one for the American
troops stuck in Bosnia. NATO officials have said they
will be there at least another five years.

Americans should also remember that not one sin-
gle European leader in 1914 intended to start a world
war. They simply found themselves trapped in a
chain of actions and reactions and ended up in a sit-

uation not a single one of them had intended or want-
ed.

Clinton 1s a cheap, small-state hustler and is clear-
ly out of his depth. He is playing a dangerous game
and 1sn’t sane enough to realize just how dangerous
it is. Beware of God’s ironic sense of humor. The cen-
tury started with a world war ignited in the Balka-
ns. Let’'s pray it doesn’t end the same way.

Charley Reese’s e-mail address is OSOreese@aol.com.

Charley Reese’ s column is distributed by King Features
Syndicate.
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But it’s rarely worked that way. The compensation
is all askew. A civilian worker at a National Guard
base in Vermont came up with a gadget that costs
$8.70 to replace goggles that cost $4,500 a pair. He got
a $10.000 award for saving the Army $6.85 million a

/ear.

Y At the same time, we discovered a sculptor wha
was paid more than 40 times the amount of the civil-
ian’s reward — $333,000 plus more than $80,000 in roy-
alties from souvenir sales — for the statuary at the
Vietnam Veterans Memorial. As Jack Kennedy
remarked, life isn’t fair. "

So we're asking lawmakers and budget hawks that
they keep a close eye on the Pentagon’s spending
practices during this escalating war with Kosovo.

We predict that the patriotic rhetoric that will
accompany the Pentagon’s pending massive budget
increase will serve to obscure a sordid, politics-as-
usual fact of life: the American flag being wrapped
around a large “peacetime” roll of the pork barrel.

While Senate and House Democrats raise shrill
alarms about what Slobodan Milosevic will do if the
United States backs down, the private talk in Capi-
tol cloakrooms will secretly center on more practi-
cal considerations — how to ensure fat new defensg
contracts for home states and congressional districts!

And all the while, the most reasonable budget
“item” on which to spend new military dollars — the
men and women serving in the military, and their
families — will probably not see much of it. So, while
their loved ones are risking their lives in dangerous
deployments far away from home, too many of those
at home will have to continue buying their groceries
with the help of food stamps.

Jack Anderson's and Jan Moller' s column is distrib-
uted by United Feature Syndicate.

CAL THOMAS

Clinton’s guilty of
much more than
contempt of court

P resident Clinton has said he feels no shame

over his impeachment and trial in Congress.

He blames those proceedings on Republican
partisanship. He will have more difficulty spinning
the public and historians over Judge Susan Webber
Wright's contempt citation, the first sanction of a
sitting president for disobeying a court order.

Judge Wright said the
president is in contempt of
her court “for his willful
fallure to obey this Court’s
discovery orders” in the
Paula Jones sexual
harassment case. She
hinted that she could have
found the president in
criminal contempt, but
withheld pursuing such a
judgment “in order to pre-
vent any potential double
jeopardy issues from aris-
INg" 1n connection with
Independent Counsel Kenneth Starr’s investigation
of the president. She said she waited until after the
impeachment and trial before deciding in favor of
civil contempt so as not to influence the impeach-
ment proceedings. But by withholding her decision,
it can be argued that she, in fact, did influence those
proceedings. An earlier ruling might have provid-
ed additional weight to the impeachment articles,
which included lying under oath.

Judge Wright’s decision could result in the pres-
ident’s disbarment. -

Contempt i1s not just a legal term. Its definition
gets to the heart of the character of the person whe
demonstrates contemptuousness toward the lawe
and the courts: “the state of mind of one who despis:*
es; disdain; lack of respect; willful disobedience te.,
or open disrespect of a court, judge or legislativé «
body.” This president has performed the hat trick, *
demonstrating disrespect for all three — a court, .
a judge and the federal Legislature. :

President Clinton’s Houdini-like twists and turns |
to escape the clutches of legal accountability in the »
Paula Jones case date back to 1994. On Aug. 10 of !
that year, three months after Jones filed her sexu- .
al harassment complaint, the president’s attorneys °
moved to dismiss it on grounds of immunity. The '
claim was denied by Judge Wright. The presiden- .
t's attorneys next claimed he couldn’t be sued while
in office. The Supreme Court unanimously reject- .
ed that contention. e

In August 1997, the court dismissed Jones:|
defamation claim, along with a number of othet .
assertions, but concluded her remaining claims*
allowed for completion of discovery and the filing .
of motions. It was at a hearing in Washington o
Jan. 12, 1998, that the court first heard the name of
Monica Lewinsky. And it was at that hearing that
the president lied under oath when he contended he
was never alone with Lewinsky and that he did not
have a sexual relationship with the White House
intern.

The president may appeal the order. Press
reports say his legal advisors believe he should not.
Because Judge Wright’s contempt citation was civ-
il and not criminal, Kenneth Starr is still free to pur-
sue a criminal contempt charge after the president
leaves office, if Starr chooses to do so.

William and Mary law professor Michael Ger;
hardt told the Washington Post: “This is an unfor:
tunate mark against Clinton as a person, becaus¢
this is a taint on his integrity.” The questions relat:
ed to Clinton as a person and his already tainte?
integrity were ed long ago.

vi

Judge Wright addressed this adminjstratinn'ﬁ

iew that anything goes in pursuit of its own inte
ests when she wrote: “Certainly the President’
aggravation with what he considered a ‘politicall
m lawsuit’ may well have been justifi
a the Court makes no findi in th
regard .... (But) the President never challenged the
legitimacy of plaintiff’s lawsuit ... and it simply i#§
not acceptable to employ deceptions and falsehoods
in an attempt to obstruct the judicial process ... .%

So that’s two strikes against the president for th{v
historians to consider: strike 1, he is only the secs
ond president to impeached; strike 2, he is the f irut
sitting president to be found in contempt of court,

He lied under oath, something that t not to
tolerated for any citizen. h!

President Clinton is guilty not only of contem
of court. He is guilty of contempt of country. ﬁ:’
Cal Thomas' column is distributed by the bos 4
les Times Syndicate. be - ﬂ
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NATO launches most active day yet of strikes on Yugoslavia

- BELGRADE, Yugoslavia (AP) —
NATO launched its most active day of
airstrikes In its assault on Yugoslavia,
pummeling refineries, bridges and dozens
of other targets Sunday in what it clain.ed
were “highly successful” operations.

Air-raid sirens sounded early today in
the Yugoslav capital and other major Ser-
bian cities, warning of a 26th night of
NATO strikes, aimed at making Yugoslav
President Slobodan Milosevic halt his
offensive In Kosovo and agree to a politi-
cal settlement for the Serbian province.

Yugoslav media reported several pow-
erful detonations around Novi Sad, Ser-
bia’s second-largest city, shortly after the
alert was sounded. There were no reports
of casualties, but the damage was report-
edly “great.”

Three missiles also struck in the town of
Paracin, 90 miles southeast of Belgrade,
the state-run Tanjug news agency said.
Tanjug also reported attacks around Kral-
jevo, 75 miles south of Belgrade, and in
Sremska Mitrovica, 40 miles west of the
capital.

Four large detonations were reported in
the village of Baric, where Serbian author-
ities had warned of a major ecological cat-
astrophe if NATO strikes a chemical
plant. Authorities lit the factory with

Germany to unveil renovated Reichstag today

BERLIN (AP) — What hasn't
happened to the Reichstag?

It was burned during the Naazis,
bombed by the Allies, and stormed
by Red Army soldiers who
scrawled obscenities on the walls
and planted the red Soviet flag on
the roof, marking the defeat of
Hitler.

East Germany built the Berlin
Wall just a few steps from its back
door. And after the Wall came
down, the artist Christo wrapped
the Reichstag in a million square
feet of silvery fabric, a celebration
of the end of communism.

Now the old parliament has
undergone yet another transfor-
mation.

After a $330 million renovation,
the Reichstag debuts today as the
reclaimed seat of German law-
makers, a defining episode in the
government’s return this year to
the prewar capital of Berlin.

More than any other building in
the city, the Reichstag (pro-
nounced RIKES-tahg) has sym-
bolized every phase of Germany’s
turbulent, terrible history over
the past 80 years. So it only seems
fitting that in his restoration, cel-
ebrated British architect Sir Nor-
man Foster has made the Reich-
stag into a new symbol for the new
capital, one of a Germany mindful
of the past but moving confident-
ly into the fufture.

Foster preserved the Reich-
stag’s original 19th-century
facade, with its Italian Renais-
sance-style columns and carvings,
and the inscription over the main
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entrance:
ple.” But he also gave the parlia-

on the city horizon.
Inside, almost everything is

chamber, the offices and meeting
rooms,
the sleek furniture, the gray decor
accented with primary colors and
pastels. All the modernness only
emphasizes the wartime scars the
architect left behind.

Take the east wing, where Chan-
cellor Gerhard Schroeder has an
office. Doors along the hallway are
bright blue, with shiny steel han-
dles and hinges, but sections of the
white, stone walls are still gouged
and jagged from bombings and
covered with Russian graffiti —

“A lot of events have passed over
that building and left their imprint
took journalists on a preview tour
last week. “I think it has more
integrity to reveal and accept the
history, making it tangibly visible
for present and future genera-

The architectural mix of old
and new in large part embodies the
professed spirit of Schroeder’s
center-left government. His so-

that enough time has passed for
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flmdlights so the allied planes could clear-
y see it.

Earlier, foreign journalists were taken
to the factory, 10 miles west of Belgrade.

Slobodan Tosovic, a Belgrade health offi-
cia!. said the factory is processing com-
| nts for washing detergents and there
are 180 tons of highly toxic hydrofluoride
In the factory systems.

If NATO strikes the factory, a cloud with
a lethal dose of the acid would spread in a
20-mile radius, while a cloud with a toxic
dose could reach up to 60 miles away, prob-
ably ¢ngulfing neighboring states, Tosovic
said.

Along Kosovo's borders, ethnic Albani-
ans fled the province Sunday at the rate of
a thousand an hour. An estimated 40,000
refugees either left Kosovo over the week-
end or were at its borders preparing to
leave, international officials said.

Albanian soldiers swarmed around the
Morini border station early today and
ordered reportersnot to a the fron-
tier. International monitors described the
situation as tense and said it was unclear
how long the crossing would be closed.

A car carrying a family across the bor-
der to Albania early Sunday struck a Serb
land mine planted at the edge of a narrow
mountain path, killing three children,
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Germany to be powerful without
being threatening, that it can

ly from Schroeder himself. The
chancellor, 55, is the first from a
generation untroubled by memo-
ries of Hitler. But it also comes
from the government’s return to
Berlin, scene of Prussian imperi-
alism and Third Reich horrors. In :
the planning since 1991, one year |,
after Germany’s reunification, the
move this year sets a major mile-
stone in the success and confidence 5
of German democracy.

Today’s ceremony opening the

a new German president in May
and the new parliamentary session
in September — the first to start in
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their mother and their grandmother.

Yugoslav troops have heavily mined the
area along the road to guard against
crossings into Kosovo by either fighters of
the rebel Kosovo Liberation Army or by
NATO troops.

NATO said that while the KLA retained
only a small amount of terrain, the rebels
were “far from defeated,” reporting fight-
Ing In central, eastern and northern Koso-
VO.

NATO forces will soon be bolstered by
24 U S. Apache helicopter gunships sent to
attack Yugoslav army and special police
forces. The first Apaches were e ted in
Albania from Italy by today .xmcwever
severe rainstorms delayed deployment at
least another day.

Reflecting tensions over the stepped-up
military activity in Albania, Yugoslavia
severed diplomatic relations with its
southern neighbor on Sunday, the Alban-
1an Foreign Ministry said.
~ Despite growing calls for NATO to send
in ground troops, NATO Secretary-General
Javier Solana insisted there were still no
such plans.

But Solana said in a television interview
with the British Broadcasting Corp. that
“if the moment comes when (a ground
force) is necessary, I'm sure the countries

ment a new glass dome that bursts remember its crimes without Berlin, you could see the Reichstag
from the top of the old, ravaged being defined by guilt. so near and yet so far,” parlia-
building and sparkles like a beacon It’s an attitude that comes part- mentary President Wolfgang

the restored building
“I remember how from East

Thierse, an east German, told
German radio. “Even then it rep-
resented a longing for unity, free-
dom and democracy.

that belong to NATO will be ready todo it.”

The alliance’s jets flew more than 500
missions in the 24-hour period endl;g
Sunday afternoon — a that a NA
military said was the highest
number yet. NATO pi struck sites
across Serbia and its Kosovo province.

Thick black smoke mixed with choking
fumes rose above an area targeted by a
NATO attack on an oil storage depot and
nitrogen fertilizer plant in Pancevo, just
six miles northwest of Belgrade. State
media warned residents of capital to
cover their mouths with handkerchiefs as
a precaution against hazardous fumes, but
a thunderstorm prevented any chance of
them reaching the city.

An immense fire also sent pillars of
smoke into the after a strike on a refin-
ery in Novi Sad. Tanjug said eight people
were injured, and reported a 3-year-old girl
was killed when a bomb hit a school in
Batajnica, northwest of Belgrade, where
a military airfield is located.

NATO officials said the bombing
knocked out 13 military vehicles, hit two
MiG-21 fighter jets on the ground and
struck supply lines. Serbian media said
they also struck several bridges, including
one near the southern Serbian town of Ras-
ka that serves as a major rail link to Koso-
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Worththecall 5705233 cams

WIND DAMAGE?

SO0 FRLEE

(ash Rebate  €I1» iUde_lrlPdrt.s{Thhnr
Warranty

for 2 months!

-sngummmmmr
MONTHS g

Rent
coupon The hrst month's rent s due upon instaliabon and the
next w0 months are FREE Aher the hrst three months we will

al the $20 month
Degen buikng per rental rale NO nstallabon

IS THERE A FRIEND OR FAMILY
MEMBER YOU LOVE WHO HAS
BEEN TOUCHED BY CANCER?

In conjunction with
American Cancer Society’s May 8tb Round Up,
there will be a ROUND UP OF ROSES™

bownoring the late Steven P. Sledge
and other cancer victims and survivors.

This is an opportuity for you
to make a gift in memory or in bonor of a loved one.

For a $50 donation to the fight against cancer,
a rose with a tag bearing your bonoree’s name
will decorate the CAF bangar

during thbe Round Up.

All bonorees’ names will be listed on a banner
at the event and tbhe person you designate
will receive a written notice of your gift.

Please join me in this special tribute
to those we love and remember.
Reply information is provided on the reverse.
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NATO spokesman Jamie Shea called it
“a highly successful day of air operations,”
particularly focusing on army and police
targets.
The claimed miliur'}_rim gains ml:
against an increasingly g ,
expulsions and a hm
atrocities. NATO officials said Saturday
that refugee reports ested more than
3,000 people had been ki by Serb forces
in Kosovo since airstrikes began March 24.
NATO officials said ay they had
Fraphic evidence, including film taken
rom allied aircraft and refugee accounts,
that Serb forces had assembled Kosovo
Albanians into grave-digging “chain
gangs." NATO identified 43 separate
graves.
“We understand they are being used by
President Milosevic to dig .ﬂ::“ for
their coun killed by Serbian ethnic
cleansing,” Brig. Gen. Giuseppe Marani
said at a NATO briefing at alliance head-
quarters in Brussels, Belgium.
Marani added that the burial sites were
“neat rows of individual graves pointing to
the southeast, toward Mecca.” He said that
was a sign the mostly Muslim ethnic
Albanians were trying to “bury the vietims
of Milosevic with respect.”
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B! Arthur Max
Associated Press

NEW DELHI, India — For
years, Sonia Gandhi disdained pol-
itics and hid from public view.

When her mother-in-law, Indira
Gandhi, was assassinated in 1984,
she pleaded with her husband,
Rajiv, against taking his mother’s
place as prime minister. When her
husband was killed 1n 1991, she
went into seclusion, shunning the
politicians who begged her to lead
them

Yet she reluctantly emerged
from the shadows to accept the
inheritance of India’s foremost
political dynasty a year ago, when
the venerable Congress Party
reached its lowest point. Now, the
[talian-born widow may be India’s
next prime minister.

On Saturday, Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Va)payee lost a vote of
confidence in parliament by one
vote and resigned. His fall was pre-
cipitated by the defection of his
biggest coalition ally.

The Congress Party, which the
Gandhi family has dominated
since Indira’s father, Jawaharlal
Nehru, led it in the 1930s, is likely
to form the next government. If it
cannot, an election will be held
within months.

Although Mrs. Gandhi did not
initiate the government’s downfall,
she engineered the final blow.
Indian newspapers said her per-
sonal lobbying on the telephone
Friday night turned key votes
against the government.

For the enigmatic Mrs. Gandhi,
it was a rare foray beyond her
immediate circle. She is consid-
ered a strategist who lets her lieu-
tenants carry out decisions.

Still a political novice who has
never held an elected office, she
rarely speaks in public and does
not hold news conferences or give
lengthy interviews.

Mrs. Gandhi’s campaigning
before the 1998 elections was cred-
ited with rescuing the fast-declin-
ing, century-old party from obliv-
ion. After the election, she agreed
to become the party’s president
and focused on rebuilding it after
years of scandal and ineffective
leadership.

Although she 1s an intensely pri-
vate person, Indians have always
been fascinated by Mrs. Gandhi.
Her face 1s a favorite for magazine
covers. Even during her years of
silence, every private meeting,
smile or nod was dissected by the
Indian press, which speculated on
who was in favor and who was out.

Visiting dignitaries routinely

Secular party

called on her at her home, as if she
were an elder statesman.

If she becomes prime minister,
her Italian origin will come under
greater scrutiny. During the three-
day confidence debate, one speak-
er ignited a shoving match when
he referred to Mrs. Gandhi as “a
foreigner.”

Anand Mohan, an opposition
member who crossed sides to vote
for the government, told reporters,
“A foreign national cannot be
accepted as the prime minister. If
I had to choose between Vajpayee
and Sonia Gandhi, I would choose
Vajpayee a thousand times.” He
noted that Mrs. Gandhi was mar-
ried many years before adopting
Indian citizenship.

Although born a Roman
Catholic, she shows public rever-
ence for Hinduism, India’s pre-
dominant religion. She wears saris
and speaks a rough, accented Hin-
di. Her daughter Priyvanka, 27,

FACT:

L
The Reach to Recovery program

provides rehabilitation to women
who have had breast surgery.
With the aid of a volunteer visitor.
who has had breast cancer, the
patient can see first hand that
she too will be able to
successfully adjust to surgery.
For more information, contact

the ACS at 683-6374.

Courtesy of Midland Reporter-Telegram

__—_____.“___—

POSSE:

helps draft many of her speeches

Mrs. Gandhi, who is 51, met her
husband when she was an 18-year-
old student at Cambridge in Lon-
don, the first time she was away
from her native Italy. During most
of their courtship, she did not
know he was the son of India’s
prime minister.

Despite doubts many have about
a foreign-born leader, Mrs. Gand-
hi has won many hearts by
embracing the essence of Indian
lifestyle. For traditional Indians,
that means becoming a loyal
daughter-in-law and member of
her husband's family.

No one was closer to Indira
Gandhi than Sonia. When the
prime minister was assassinated
by her own bodyguards in 1984, it
was Sonia who cradled the head of
the dying woman.

“My mother-in-law had been the
center of our universe ... the pivot
of our lives,” Sonia Gandhi later

10
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LLearn how to turn

. T 2
BACKYARD COMPOSTING COURS

rass clippings, leaves and other yard
trimmings into soil enriching compost for landscapes

‘)

through various home composting methods
Become an active composter and you will...
~Improve your soils and grow better plants~ |

~Save money by gardening with fewer chemicals~ |
~Help protect the environment-~

Classes Will Be held
Tuesday, Apr. 20 & Thursday, Apr. 22
6:30 p.m. f

PERMIAN BASIN REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION
2910 LA FORCE BLVD.

MIDLAND INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT f
Interested? You must respond by calling (915) 498-4071

Classes limited so call today!

WORLD
ltalian-born Gandhi could be India’s next leader

wrote in a book.

But when the Congress Party
turned to Rajiv, then a pilot for
Indian Airlines, to take the lead-
ership of the party, she begged him
not to accept.

“I pleaded with him, with others
around him, too. He would be
killed as well,” she wrote in a book
dedicated to her late husband.
“He held my hands, hugged me,
tried to soothe my desperation. He
had no choice, he said. He would be
killed anyway.”

Rajiv Gandhi served a full five-
year term, but lost the 1989 election
when his name was linked to a pay-
off scandal in a huge arms deal. He
was Kkilled during a campaign
appearance in south India by a
woman who detonated explosives
attached to her body.

at Mr. Gatti's
you'll get $1.

The Best Pizza In Town...

614 W

MAIN LINE, PARTY RESERVYATIONS:

688-3977

ON TIME OR REE PICK UP & DELIVERY:

620-8646

r_----
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iT$ ALMOST HERE...
ARE YOU REA PY FORe SUMMEM
WHETHER YOU NEED TO

BARIATRICS AND INTERNAL
MEDICINE

2114 W.TENNESSEE  WALK'

FREE TOKENS!

We're celebrating all of our great

W. WADLEY

i Every Day Lunch or Dinner Buffet s 7ax
| Adults 15-59..$5.00 > Get $5.00 in tokens FREE! |

| Teens 11-14.$4.00 > Get $4.00 in tokens FREE |

686-9999

NEW
GAMES
! Through this Sunday only.
00 in FREE TOKENS for every

$1.00 you spend in food and drink!

?/omd-/

Get FREE Tokens! I
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secular party was leading Turkish special offers. One coupon per order, please. Good at participating Mr.Gatti's. EXPIRES 4/25/99
elections Sunday while an ultra-
rightist group 1ppedred to be mak-
INg stunning gains

According to early results, the
[slamic Virtue Party — the largest
party now 1n parliament — suf-
fered a major decline in votes.
Analysts said that the party's fric-
tion with the staunchly secular mil-
itary may have led voters to aban-
don it and chose the ultra-nation-
alist movement, which is also
deeply religious.

With 50 percent of the vote
counted, Ecevit's Democratic Left
Party had 23 percent of the vote
Ecevit, who has a good reputation,
appeared to be picking up votes
from people angry over constant
scandals that have plagued previ-
ous governments.
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NINE WEST
oOPPER HANDBRGS

szg Small, medium and large “shopper”

.':'i.'&.t

FAMOUS MAKER
HANDBAGS

&2 Sm e
v
e

Lots of spring colors and styles

£ ] - - Ll - - - Ll -

BARRY
BRICKEN

CRAIG
ALDRIDGE

Loop 250 & Garfield
570-1840

bags from Nine West make it easy to get
up and go. Select from an array of viny|
and microfiber styles in your choice of

several go-anywhere colors.

Orig.
$42-$48

- -

S B B A N BB B R EBEEEERE LB EEEREEEEREREEEREEEREEEEREEEREEEEREEREEENE.

¥ -

o ——

Orig.
$49-864
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d DONT SWEATCETING FiT

Get Ready for Summer with us'

m Water

- = e - - - -

to choose from. Including vinyl
and nylon handbags and
minibags from Liz Claiborne,
Espritand more. And all at

Aerobics

Try Any Saturday in April

FREE

Class begins at 8:15 a.m.
Vo swimming skii ls requ:red
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Seleeted styles. Selection may vary
by store. All items subject to prior sale.

Dillard’s | |

Dillard’s welcomes your Djllard’s charge, Visa, MasterCard, American Express, Discover or Diners Club card. \ -
SHOP MONDAY-SATURDAY, 10A.M.. TO 9P.M.; SUNDAY, NOON TO 6P.M. + Midland Park Mall, 697-7911 ‘ "7y

-

L A O A B T A e ae T 6 0 S St Al

AR R ARRARYY

M(JFFanyhandbagleﬂl-"hﬂf

“Comfort our Speci -h'f

llee.laysSbies

Imperial: W.dley lt

-




PRIL 19, 1999

-

- - w

5 v T - - - - -

ey 9 Y 7 e e . =
AP R g BPYPGP P P T PP PR R P

' - ¥ R

‘ - 'l ¥ 'r' = *

A |
e B e i b o i B oL

- i g~ o

e -

i @ .
T 4 B % B
] ] [

ARE

T A A B B E RN AR EREEREE R B ENEEEREEENEENERNEEREEERREREEEEREENEEN.
" B s B W = = = = B w & & 9K - @ 9=

- -

-

]
[

" JiMmY PATTERSON

As parents of teens, all we ask for is a little information

1;“1‘;‘-‘."‘-“1 .1-1-1'1‘.‘ 1“ j‘ ,-#1. " * - ‘I‘"". il gy e . . =

ARL AR

Section B

-

-Midland Reporter-Telegram
"-Monday, April 19, 1999

The maps Ch. 9 meteorolo-
gist Tom Tefertiller uses,
such as the one over his
right shoulder. were all hand

drawn by Tefertiller.

MONDAY MORNING

PeRsSsON TO PerRsoON
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Dave Barry/28
Tumbleweed Smith/2B
Humor on the Side/2B

Tom Tefertiller

I don’t like severe weather; I know how 1t can affect people’s lives’

n the old situation comedy
of the 1980s, “Cheers,” actor
George Wendt was known

Tom loves his weather.
The KWES-TV meteorologist thinks the
movie “Twister” was unrealistic but very

nado hit here,” said Tefertiller.

Tefertiller made that statement about
three hours before a twister ripped through

for his character Norm, a
jovial, ever-present soul
whose very life was in the
friendships he established
at the Boston bar.

Meteorologist Tom Tefer-
tiller says if there was a
similar establishment in
Midland-Odessa where The
Weather Channel was piped
through all the TV sets and meteorological
mementos hung on the walls, he’d be a lot
like Norm.

“They'd announce my name when I walk
in the door,” Tefertiller said. It was hard to

entertaining. He has read a novel that he
says is “meteorologically more accurate”
than “Twister” and can name an indepen-
dent film that also had sounder weather
principles in it than “Twister.”

Not everyone would know those things.

But meteorologists are seldom lukewarm
about their careers. They dive into it and
emerge themselves in their science.

Tefertiller says a series of humorous pro-
motional spots on The Weather Channel,
which depict weather zealots with cold and
warm fronts painted across their faces
watching their favorite forecasters are not
as far-fetched as, say, movies about torna-

the Valley View community south of Mid-
land, leaving numerous homeless but fortu-
nately resulting in no serious injuries. As
we talked, he noted that with a dewpoint at
a rare 60 degrees, it would be an active
weather afternoon and evening.

As avid a weather watcher and storm
chaser as he is, Tefertiller said contrary to
what some people think, meteorologists and
weathermen do not like severe weather.

“Weather 1s something that affects every-
body,” he said. “You can walk out your
back door, and there's weather. There's a
lot of complexity to weather and to a lot of
people it's a challenge to watch and to try to

tell if he was joking or serious. It's not a dif- does where cows fly by.
ficult picture to imagine though: West

Texas’ own Norm.

he conversation between me and
our 13-year-old daughter went
something like this.

“Dad,” she said. “I
got my application for
band camp.”

“Oh good,” I said.
“When is it?”

“I don’t know.”

“Where is it?”

“Idon’t know.”

“How much is it?”

“Idon’t know.”

“But you wanna go
to it?”

“Really bad. Can I
please?”

I thought long and
hard about saying “I don’t know," but I
couldn’t be that sarcastic. That conde-
scending. But I really wanted to. So 1
Lust shrugged my shoulders and told

er, “Bring me some answers and we’ll
see.”

predict it in West Texas. That's why a lot of
people are interested 1n it.

"Fortunately we've never had a large tor-

Story by Jimmy Patterson

“Well, how am I supposed to find all
that stuff out?” she asked.

“I don’t know ... perhaps if you tried
asking YOUR BAND DIRECTOR
MAYBE?!”

“But dad, I can’t.”

“But why?”~
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