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Low tonight in mid 20s,
high tomorrow in mid
30s. See Page 2 for
weather details.

PAMPA — A public hear-
ing on possible elementary

held Tuesday at 7 p.m. in the
Pampa Middle School library.
The hearing will take place
in conjunction with the
Pampa board of education’s
regularly scheduled meeting.
That meeting begins at 6 p.m.
The school is currently
engaged in a study of consol-
idation options in the wake
of several years’ worth of
steady enrollment declines.
An architect from Burleson
Singleton of Irving, the com-
pany performing the facili-
ties study, will be at the
meeting, as well as study
coordinator Raymond
Thornton.
Elementary principals all
say they have invited parents
to attend.

PAMPA - First Baptist
Church’s living Christmas
tree is to continue at 7 p.m.
tonight, 203 N. West.

The theme is “Christmas is
Calling You Home.”
Admission is free with a love
offering taken.

PAMPA — One teenager
was in Gray County jail
today and another was
being held in Canadian in
connection with a car report-
ed stolen from Midland that
was involved in a Saturday
night accident in Pampa.

Officers said a 16-year-old
man was reportedly driving a
1989 blue Chevrolet Cavalier
four door sedan Saturday
night when the car failed to
negotiate a curve in the 1500
block of Ripley and crashed
into a city-owned rock garden.

Police said the car, report-
edly stolen from a Peggy
Killion of Midland, sus-
tained damage to the under-
carriage.

The 16-year-old and his
18-year-old passenger left
the car and hitched-hiked to
Perryton, authorities said
today.

Pampa police said when a
check on the car indicated
that it had been stolen, offi-
cers notified Perryton police
who picked up both men.

Andres Navarrette, 18, of
Midland, was in Gray
County jail today in lieu of
$7,000 on a charge of theft.

The 16-year-old was
reportedly being held at
juvenile facilities in
Canadian.

AUSTIN (AP) — No tick-
ets correctly matched all six
numbers drawn Saturday
night for the twice-weekly
Lotto Texas game, state lot-
tery officials said. The jackpot
was worth $9 million.

The numbers drawn from a
field of 50 were: 15, 20, 29, 43,
49 and 50.

Lottery officials estimate
the jackpot for Wednesda?'
night’s game will be $19 mil-
lion.
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school consolidations will be-

By DAVE BOWSER
Staff Writer

Winter weather arrived in the
Texas Panhandle today with
blowing snow and freezing tem-
peratures.

Ice-packed streets and high-
ways were being blamed for
numerous minor accidents as the
Texas Panhandle was placed
under a winter storm warning. A
number of motorists were
reported stuck after sliding off
slick streets in Pampa this morn-
ing including a police unit.

The Department of Public
Safety reported all their units
were out on ski patrol today
checking on an increasing
number of minor accidents
along Interstate 40 and other
state roads.

DPS officials reported all road
were open in the Texas
Panhandle today but warned
that many of them were snow-
packed and icy. Authorities said
overpasses were slick and there
were patches of ice on area roads.

The heaviest snow was report-
ed in the western panhandle
and on the northern South
Plains, weather officials said.
Friona reported four to six inch-
es of snow on the ground at 6
a.m. today. Amarillo reported
one to four inches. The U.S.
weather bureau reported .52 of
an inch of moisture as of 7 a.m.
today at Amarillo. Childress
reported 43 degrees and .69 of
an inch of moisture as of 7 a.m.
Dalhart reported 27 degrees and
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.51 of an inch.

Pampa officials reported three
inches of snow as of 6 a.m. yield-
ing .65 of moisture. Another
three to five inches of snow is
expected through today and
over night tonight in Pampa.
The U.S. Weather Service said
the panhandle could receive a
total of eight inches of snow by
Tuesday morning,.

Traffic slowed on U.S. 60 this
morning to 30 mph from last
week’s 70 mph. Motorists said
the highway was snow-packed
and 20 to 30 mph cross winds
made driving hazardous.

Schools were reported closed
in  Perryton, Morse-Pringle,
Booker and Texline. Schools else
where across the panhandle
were opening late. In rural areas
school buses were running only
on pavement or not at all. White
Deer  Independent  School
District reported one school bus
stranded west of Kingsmill early
this morning.

Carson County Sheriff Loren
Brand said today that the weath-
er had not caused any major
accidents, but there were a num-
ber of stranded motorists. He
said the snow around Panhandle
was not deep, but the ice on the
roadways was bad.

It was white in White Deer
today.

“Whiter than I wanted it,” said
Paulette Paul with the White
Deer City Marshal’s office.

She said the streets in White
Deer were slick and icy.

“It's snowy, cold and the
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(Pampa News photo by Skyla Bryant)

Neal Hoelting and his wife, Susan, pose with their daugh-
ters Alisa, age 4, and Sydney, 9 months. They are show-
ing the Holiday Hero T-shirt, with the motto “Save the
World One Life at a Time,” that will be given to blood
donors at the Pampa Knights of Columbus’ annual
Christmas blood drive on Wednesday.

Knights of Columbus to host
blood drive Wednesday

The Pampa Knights of
Columbus will sponsor the
annual “Holiday Hero” blood
drive on Wednesday, Dec. 20, in
conjunction with Coffee
Memorial Blood Center.

The blood drive will be held
from 1-7 p.m. Wednesday at the
Pampa Mall. Blood donors will be
given free “Holiday Hero” T-shirts.

Coffee Blood Center staff invite
people to take time from the
“hustle and bustle” of traditional
holiday festivities, shopping and
other activities “to do something
rea)ly special for someone else.”

The Christmas holiday season
is a time of the year wKen area
hospitals may face critical short-
ages due to an overall decrease
of blood donations, primarily
because people become too

caught up in all the holiday
activities, staff members say.

A small amount of time could
result in a lifetime for a special
hospital patient. Blood donors at
this time of year thus can provide
a special Christmas gift to anoth-
er’s life, a good way to make the
Christmas gift list complete,
according to staff members.

The special holiday donations
of life-saving blood will assure
area patients of having adequate
blood inventories for the weeks
ahead.

Knights of Columbus mem-
bers encourage Pampa area resi-
dents to join them for this annu-
al Christmas blood drive to give
a unique “gift” and commit to
becoming a “Holiday Hero”
blood donor.

Shuttle launch scrubbed

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla.
(AP) — High wind prevented
NASA from launching a rocket
with an X-ray telescope Sunday
for the fourth time in a week.

Launch officials said they
would try again Monday morn-

ing.
Excessive upper-level wind
has kept the unmanned Delta

rocket grounded since Dec. 10.
The rocket contains the $195 mil-
lion X-ray Timing Explorer, a
telescope that will probe col-
lapsed stars and possible black
holes from a 360-mile-high orbit.
It was to have been NASA’s
first X-ray astronomy mission
since the successful Einstein
Observatory, launched in 1978.
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Blowing snow blankets area
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(Pampa News photo by Melinda Martinez)

The wooden cutout of Santa Claus along Ballard greeted motorists as did
a blanket of snow that fell over Pampa and the rest of the Panhandle last
night. One to four inches of snow fell over the Panhandle today, with more

than eight inches expected by tomorrow morning.

wind’s blowing,” said Ann
Bryant with the Roberts County
Sheriff’s office in Miami.

She reported 27 degree tem-
peratures about 8 a.m. today and
about two to three inches of
snow on the ground.

Wheeler County officials
reported wet and cold conditions

in Wheeler at 8:30 a.m. today.
Sheriff’s office authorities said
they had received just enough
snow to cover the top of the
ground. v

Wheeler reported 30 degrees at
8:30 a.m. today.

Carol Wilson with the
Hemphill County Sheriff’s office

said Canadian had about two to
three inches on the ground at
dawn today.

“It was 33 degrees at 7:15 this
morning,” she said.

By 8 a.m., it had dropped to 31
degrees.

Wilson reported the roads
were slick in Hemphill County.

Clinton vetoes two spending bills

By SONYA ROSS
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON (AP) — With negotiators mired
in a broader budget debate, President Clinton
vetoed two spending bills today that he argued
would undermine the nation’s environment. “I
cannot permit it to happen,” he said.

Surrounded by sixth-grade science students,
Clinton rejected bills covering spending for the
departments of the Interior, Veterans Affairs and
Housing and Urban Development and the
Environmental Protection Agency.

The bills would have killed Clinton’s
AmeriCorps community service program and con-
tained environmental riders that critics say favor
developers in the use of public lands.

“Republicans in this Congress have tried to role
back decades of bipartisan environmental protec-
tion,” Clinton said in an Oval Office ceremony.
“It’s wrong, and I cannot permit it to happen.”

Clinton planned a third veto later today, rejecting
GOP spending plans for the departments of State,
Justice and Commerce. The White House believes
that bill would gut his cops-on-the-beat program
and virtually unravel the Commerce Department,
which GOP lawmakers want to eliminate.

He issued the vetoes as federal workers began
streaming home again in the second partial govern-
ment shutdown this year. The shutdown was pre-
cipitated by a bitter struggle between Clinton and

Congress over balancing the federal budget. Clinton
said he would talk with GOP leaders today.

The bills vetoed today were among a half-dozen
spending measures caught in the fight.

They were passed by the Senate last week, but
failed to garner enough votes to override Clinton’s
veto. The fate of the agencies involved likely
would be decided during budget negotiations.

The three vetoes would raise Clinton’s total to
nine, nowhere near the record of 414 set by
President Grover Cleveland. And there is much
precedent for multi-veto days; Franklin Roosevelt,
for example, vetoed six bills on Aug. 1, 1939.

The two bills vetoed this morning represented a
combined appropriation of $92.7 billion. Thev
would have reduced federal housing programs by
21 percent, cut the EPA budget by 21 percent and
cut veterans” medical care to $400 million below
the amount Clinton requested.

Funding for both the National Endowment tor the
Arts and the National Endowment for the
Humanities would have been trimmed by nearly 40
percent, to $100 million and $110 million, respectively.

The State-Commerce-Justice bill, scheduled for a
veto later today, contained a 30 percent reduction
in funds for the Legal Services Corporation, which
provides legal aid to the poor. It replaced Clinton’s
plan to put 100,000 new police on the streets with a
$1.9 billion block grant program that gives local
governments control over spending crime-fighting
money.

Partial shutdown continues, workers angry

By JIM ABRAMS
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON (AP) — They
knew the drill. For the second
time in a month, federal workers
arrived at their offices only to be
told, “Go home.” Many were
angry that a second partial shut-
down of the government would
disrupt their work and their
lives so close to the holidays.

“It’s a particularly nasty time
of year for something like this to
happen,” said Victor Zonana, a
spokesman for the Department
of Health and Human Services.

This time the jolt won’t be
nearly so strong as when the fed-
eral government shut down a
month ago and furloughed
800,000 employees.

The shutdown that began in
earnest today affects some
260,000 federal workers, about
13 percent of the total. Initially, it
should inconvenience far fewer
Americans than the larger mid-
November closing, but the
effects would worsen if the shut-
down lasted several days.
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Around the country, those
who expected to be furloughed
had to show up at work today
anyway, to put things in order,
but were sent home within
hours. They follow the first
round of workers furloughed
over the weekend.

“It’s absolutely disgusting,” said
Labor Department staffer Walter
Martin. “There’s a lot of work to be
done that’s not being done.”

Before the last shutdown, con-
gressional leaders and President
Clinton promised that fur-
loughed workers would be paid,
and they were. There have been
no promises this time, and some
workers are worried.

“More than anything, I worry
about the impact for employees
who live from paycheck to pay-
check,” said Linda Blair, who
works  for  the  Federal
Communications Commission.
“Personally, I'm very fortunate.
We still have food on the table
and can pay the rent.”

Others said they were frustrat-
ed that the shutdown disrupts
work the public depends on.
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“Most of us who work for the
government are  do-gooders,
who want do something for the
American society,” said Sheldon
Bloom. He arrived at his Labor
Department post bearing a bag
full of presents for his col-
leagues, in case the shutdown
lasted through Christmas.

The  administration  has
promised that Social Security
and Medicare benefit checks will
go out on time. Passport applica-
tions won't get processed, but as
in November, the Postal Service
will deliver mail and vital work-
ers in public health and safety
will stay on the job.

Unlike last time, field offices
stayed open to help people
apply for Social Security and
veterans’ benefits.

In the long run, this shutdown
could be just as crippling as the
six-day closure, the longest in
history, that ended on Nov. 19.
That one cost the government an
estimated $750 million, more
than half of it in retroactive
salaries to workers who were
sent home.
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Services tomorrow

Police report

DAVIS, ].O. — 2 p.m., First Baptist
Church, Groom.

HANKINS, Rev. C.R. “Bill” — 2 p.m,,
First United Methodist Church, Wellington.

SMITH, Lettie Velma — 2 .m.,
Carmichael-Whatley Colonial Chapel,
Pampa.
Obituaries

J.O. DAVIS

GROOM - J.O. Davis, 73, died Saturday, Dec. 16,
1995. Services will be at 2 pm. Tuesday in the First
Baptist Church with the Rev. Bryan Richardson of the
church officiating. Burial will be in the Groom
Cemetery under the direction of Schooler-Gordon
¢Blackburn-Shaw Funeral Directors of Amarillo.

Mr. Davis was born at Mill Creek, Okla. He
moved to Groom in 1943 from Ada, Okla. He mar-
ried Veona Mae Barnett in 1951 at Alamogordo,
N.M. He was a parts manager at Bivins
Automotive Garage for 20 years, retiring in 1985.
He also was a cowboy on the Wagner Ranch. He
was a member of the Groom Masonic Lodge No.
1170 AF&AM and the First Baptist Church.

Survivors include his wife, Veona; and four
brothers, Harry Davis of Sacramento, Calif., Al
Davis of Rocky Beach, Calif., Russell Davis of
Denver and mack Davis of Alaska.

The family will be at 99 Martin and requests
memorials be to the Groom Cemetery Association.

The body will be available for viewing Tuesday
from 10 a.m. until service time at the church.

SCOTT PHILLIPS HALL JR.

TUCSON, Ariz. - Scott Phillips Hall Jr., 76, a
former Lefors resident, died Friday, Dec. 15,
1995. Services will be at 10 a.m. Friday in the First
Christian Church at Pampa with the Rev. Darell
Evans officiating.

Mr. Hall was born Feb. 13, 1919, at Garber, Okla.
He graduated from Lefors High School in 1937
and was a Lefors esident until moving to Pampa
in 1945. He married Lillie Mae Redman in 1940 at
Pampa. He worked in the oil field for many years.
He retired as a pattern maker from Panhandle
Industrial in 1984 and moved to Tucson. He was a
member of the Pampa Masonic Lodge and was a
U.S. Army veteran, serving in World War II.

He was preceded in death by a sister, Mary
Lou Winningham.

Survivors include his wife, Lillie, of the home;
a daughter and son-in-law, Jan and Donald Maul
of Pampa; a son and daughter-in-law, Scott
Phillip and Cathy Hall III, of Phoenix, Ariz.; a
brother, Carl C. Hall of Lefors; three grandchil-
dren; and three great-grandchildren.

The family requests memorials be to the
Hospice of the Panhandle or to a favorite charity.
REV. C.R. ‘BILL HANKINS

WELLINGTON - The Rev. C.R. “Bill” Hankins, 84,
died Saturday, Dec. 16, 1995. Services will be at 2 p.m.
Tuesday in the First United Methodist Church with
the Rev. Steve Ulrey, pastor, and the Rev. Vermon
O’Kelly, Pampa district superintendent, officiating.
Burial will be in Memorial Gardens Cemetery under
the direction of Adams Funeral Home.

Rev. Hankins was born at Aberdeen. He graduated
from McMurry College and Perkins Seminary at
Southern Methodist University. He had been a police
officer in Abilene and Dallas and also taught school for
five years. He was a retired Methodist minister, serving
42 years in several towns including Lubbock, Silverton,
Groom, Throckmorton, Seymour, Dozier and
Wellington. He also was a rancher and a cattleman.

He married Merle Thompson in 1931 at Altus,
Okla.; she died in 1983. He married Velia Lopez in
1987 at Hollis, Okla.

He was preceded in death by a daughter, Sandra
Sue Cole, in 1974. He was a member of the First
United Methodist Church.

Survivors include his wife; and several nieces and
nephews.

J.R. HUFF

ROSWELL, N.M. - J.R. Huff, 66, a former
Pampa resident, died Saturday, Dec. 16, 1995, at a
nursing home. Services were to be at 9 a.m. today
in the LaGrone Funeral Chapel. Graveside ser-
vices are to be at 5 p.m. CST today in Memory
Gardens Cemetery at Pampa with the Rev.
Tommy Thommarson, of the Calvary Baptist
Church, officiating. Burial will be under the
direction of LaGrone Funeral Chapel of Roswell.

Mr. Huff was born Dec. 9, 1929, on his father’s
ranch in Pampa, to Roy Lee and Mamie Huff. He
attended school at Roswell and was a 1949 grad-
uate of Roswell High School. He was a longtime
farmer and rancher. He was also a businessman.

Survivors include his three daughters, Sheri
Becker, Amanda Huff, and Ashley Huff, all of
Roswell; a sister, Wanda Nieburger of Houston;
four grandsons, Andy Barrett, Cody Barrett,
Cody Becker and Colton Becker; and numerous
nieces and nephews.

The family requests memorials be to the
Alzhiemers Foundation.

LETTIE VELMA SMITH

Lettie Velma Smith, 90, of Pampa, died Saturday,
Dec. 16, 1995, at Houston. Services will be at 2 p.m.
Tuesday in the Carmichael-Whatley Colonial
Chapel with the Rev. John Glover, associate pastor
of First Baptist Church, officiating. Burial will be in
Fairview Cemetery under the direction of
Carmichael-Whatley Funeral Directors of Pampa.

Mrs. Smith was born July 29, 1905, in McNairy
County, Tenn. She had been a Pampa resident
from 1915 until moving to Houston in 1994. She
married Carl O. Smith Dec. 28, 1925, at Lefors; he
died May 25, 1970. She was a member of the First
Baptist Church, the Civic Culture Club and the
Home Demonstration Club.

She was preceded in death by a son, Douglas
Smith, in September of 1995, and by a grandson,
Marvin Smith, in 1962.

Survivors include a daughter, Lucille Patton of
Houston; two sisters, Lessie Swain of Pampa and
Lois Steward of Lincoln, Neb.; two brothers, Troy
Maness and Archie Maness, both of Pampa; five
grandchildren; and five great-grandchildren.

The family requests memorials be to Oklahoma
Panhandle State University Scholarship Fund,
Douglas Smith Memorial, PO. Box 430,

well, OK 73939; or to Care Givers in Power,
5090 Richmond #399, Houston, TX 77056.

Pampa Police Department reported the follow-
ing incidents and arrests in the 40-hour period end-
ing at 7 a.m. today.

FRIDAY, Dec. 15
Arrest

Gerald Reyes, 19, was arrested at the intersection
of Oklahoma and Sumner on four warrants and
charges of evading arrest and possession of mari-
juana. He remained in custody today.

SATURDAY, Dec. 16

Betty Carol Bateman, 1120 Juniper, reported theft
that occurred between 7:30 am. and 11:15 p.m.
Friday. Stolen were a five carat sapphire bracelet
valued at $450, a sapphire ring valued at $798, a
one carat ruby and diamond ring worth $1,000, a
one carat diamond ring worth $1,000, a two carat
diamont ring worth $2,500, a 2.5 carat diamond
ring worth $2,500, a pearl necklace worth $500, a
pair of sapphire earrings worth $250 and a pair of
ruby earrings worth $1,000. Total loss value was
$9,998.

Officer Larry Dodd reported a medical assist in
the city holding facility.

Domestic violence/criminal mischief was
reported in the 1600 block of Duncan.

Scott William Heider, 1004 E. Francis, repored
burglary of a habitation that occurred between 4
and 7:30 p.m. at his address. Stolen were an assault
rifle worth $180, shells worth $15, custom lockblade
knife worth $50, custom throwing daggers worth
$25, two Zippo lighters worht $95, a belt buckle
worth $15 and a $5 roll of pennies.

Troy Wayne Stephens reported criminal mischief
at 2228 Hamilton. An egg was thrown on his
porch.

Arrests

James Edward Davis II, 18, was arrested at the
Pampa Police Department on seven warrants.
He was released on bond.

Andres Navarrete, 19, was arrested by
Ochiltree County Sheriff’s Office on a charge of
theft over $500 and under $20,000. He was trans-
ferred to Gray County Sheriff’s Office where he
remained today on $7,000 bond.

SUNDAY, Dec. 17

Domestic violence/assault was reported in the
1300 block of East Kingsmill.

Gary Wayne Niccum, 2113 N. Zimmers,
reported burglary of a motor vehicle that hap-
pened between 6:30 p.m. Saturday and 8:30 a.m.
Sunday at his address. Stolen were a Dobson
Motorola bag phone later recovered and $20
cash.

Lucas Miguel Jaramillo, 2116 N. Christy,
reported burglary of a motor vehicle that hap-
pened between 6:30 p.m. Saturday and 10:15
a.m. Sunday. Stolen were a Pioneer cassette play-
er worth $150, a portable CD player worth $100
and 12 CD’s valued at $150.

Timothy Paul Collins, 1624 N. Zimmers,
reported burglary of a motor vehicle that hap-
pened between 8:30 p.m. Saturday and 10:15
am. Sunday. Stolen were a pair of compact
binoculars worth $100.

Minit Mart, 1106 W. Alcock, reported theft that
happened Saturday at 9:30 p.m. Stolen were mis-
cellaneous candies.

James N. Cahill reported aggravated robbery at
Bellco Service Station, 2102 N. Hobart. The
unidentified suspect, who wore a green and white
hat over his face, presented a small caliber hand-
gun and asked for money. Stolen was $200 in cash.

Theft was reported at Taylor Food Mart, 600 E.
Frederic. Stolen were two 18-packs of Coors
worth $21.98.

Calendar of events

TOASTMASTERS
Smooth Talkers and Knee Knockers
Toastmasters Club meets 6:30 to 7:30 a.m.
Tuesday in the dining room of Coronado Inn. For
more information, call Daniel Silva at 669-6351 or
Vernell Houska at 669-6351.
VFW FOOD DRIVE
The Veterans of Foreign Wars post has begun
its drive to collect items for food baskets for the
needy for the Christmas holiday. Those having
canned foods or other non-perishable food items
may bring them by the VFW post building, 105 S.
Cuyler. Also, anyone knowing of a needy veter-
an family may tell personnel at the post building
or any VFW member.

Stocks

The following grain quotations are Chevron .48 3/8 up 178
provided by Attebury Grain of Coca-Cola......711/8 dn 172
Pampa. Columbia/HCA . ... 48 3/4 NC
Wheat ..o 482 Diamond Sham ....26 1/2 NC
Moo 544 Enron........3434 dn 1/4
COMnnooeoseoee 594 Halliburton.......... 4278 dn 3/8

Ingersoll Rand.......37 3/8 dn 1/4

The following show the prices for KNE.............271/4 up 1/8
which these securities could have Kem McGee.........553/8  dn 3/8
traded at the time of compilation: Limited.... dn 172

Mapco ... dn 1/4
Nowsco ................. 12 1/4 NC  Maxus...... NA
Occidental......... 21178 up I/8 McDonald's ... dn 1/4

The following show the prices for Mobil ... dn |/4~
which these mutual funds w'::lc bidat New Atmos..........17 7/8 N(‘
the time of compilation Parker & Parsley....19 112 NC
Magellan............. 90.26 Pcl_m_cy CY— A/} dn 5/8
POrtat....o....... 16.75 Phillips .. 3in up I/8

SLB ...65172 dn 3/8

The following 9:30 am. N.Y. Stock SPS . e 33 1/4 NC
Market quotations are fumished by Tenneco...........44 1/4 NC
Edward D. Jones & Co. of Pampa. Texaco................66 3/8 dn 3/8
Amoco...... 64 112 dn3/8 Wal-Mart......... 22172 NC
Arco ....105 1/8 up 3/8  New York Gold ............. 383
Cabot ... ..517/8 dn I/8 Silver.............. 5.27
Cabot O&G .........14 18 NC  West Texas Crude........... 17.57

Sheriff's Office

Gray County Sheriff’s Office reported the fol-
lowing incidents and arrests in the 40-hour peri-
od ending at 7 a.m. today.

SATURDAY, Dec. 16

Pampa Police Department requested an agency

assist six and one-half miles west on Highway 60.
Arrests

]eﬂilx Ray Ester, 30, 1228 N. Sumner, was
arrested on a charges of theft by check and
issuance of a bad check and bond surrender. He
remained in custody on bonds totaling $2,000.

SUNDAY, Dec. 17

James Wilson, 229 Tignor, reported criminal
mischief.

Amber Kirkland, 500 E. 7th, McLean, reported
assault.

Morris announces bid re-election bid

Sammie Morris, incumbent tax
assessor collector of Gray County,
announces her bid for re-election
to office on the Republican ticket.

Morris promises to “work in
the spirit of cooperation with all
citizens of our county.”

She defeated Democratic oppo-
nent Donna Daugherty in the
1994 November general election
to complete a two-yearuunexpired
term created by the death of
Margie Gray.

In the 1996 general election Morris
seeking her first four year term.

She is a 51-year resident of
Gray County. She lived in Lefors
and McLean before moving to
Pampa in 1956. She is a graduate
of McLean High School and
attended West Texas State
University in Canyon.

She is married to Bob Morris, who
retired after 34 years with Texas
Department of Transportation. They
are the parents of a son and daugh-

ter-in-law Eddie and Julie, of Pampa. -

Morris and her family are mem-
bers of First Christian Church. -

She pledges to “diligent search

for ways to continue the best pos-

sible and friendly service to the

citizens of Gray County.”

“I enjoy working with the
people of Gray County and will
dg everything in my power to

continue to be an efficient tax’

assessor-collector for them,”
Morris said. '

Ambulance

Rural/Metro reported the following calls during

the 48-hour period ending at 7 a.m. today.
SATURDAY, Dec. 16

9:43 a.m. — A mobile ICU unit responded to the
600 block of North Wells on a motor vehicle acci-
dent. No patients were transported.

10:43 a.m. — A mobile ICU unit responded to the
400 block of South Houston on a medical assist and
transported one patient to Coronado Hospital.

1:40 p.m. — A mobile ICU unit responded to the
1300 block of North Hobart on a medical assist and
transported one patient to Coronado Hospital.

4:55 p.m. — Amobile ICU unit responded to the 200
block of West Kingsmill on a motor vehicle accident
and transported one patient to Coronado Hospital.

8:11 p.m. — A mobile ICU unit responded to the
1000 block of South Faulkner on a trauma. No

Fires

patient was transported.
SUNDAY, Dec. 17

8:14 a.m. — A mobile ICU unit responded to the"

100 block of South Russell on a medical assist. Nc
patient was transported. . '
10:12 a.m. — A mobile ICU unit responded to the

1300 block of North Mary Ellen on a medical assist’
and transported one patient to Coronado Hospital.
3:00 p.m. — A mobile ICU unit responded to the -

400 block of North Somerville on a medical assist

and transported one patient to Coronado Hospital:’
3:54 p.m. - A mobile ICU unit responded to the"

200 block of East 19th in Lefors for a patient trans-

fer to St. Anthony’s Hospice in Amarillo. R

6:19 p.m. — A mobile ICU unit responded to the
intersection of Hobart and Somerville on a motor
vehicle accident. No patient was transported.

Pampa Fire Department responded to the following
calls in the 40-hour period ending at 7 a.m. today.
MONDAY, Dec. 18
1:36 a.m. — Three units and seven personnel respond-
ed to One Medical Plaza on an alarm malfunction.
2:56 a.m. — Two units and three personnel responded

Accidents

to a downed electrical line in the 1800 block of North )

Wells.

4:10 a.m. - Three units and seven personnel respond-

ed to One Medical Plaza on an alarm malfunction.

5:02 a.m. — Three units and seven personnel respond--

ed to One Medical Plaza on an alarm malfunction.

Pampa police Department reported the following acci-

dents in the 72-hour period which ended at 7 a.m. today.
FRIDAY, Dec. 15

11 am. — A yellow and brown station wagon was

struck the city’s rock garden.

9 am. — A 1973 red Chevrolet pickup, driven by -
Sarah Hernandez, 87, of 424 N. Wells, was northbound -
struck a-

in the 600 block of Wells when it reportedly

backing out of a parking place on the Walmart parking
lot when it reportedly struck a 1988 blue Dodge

Caravan.

829 p.m. — A 1991 white Dodge Dynasty four door

injuries.

sedan driven by Geneva McKinley Tucker, 74, of 852 S.

Somerville, was southbound in the 1800 block of
Duncan. Police said when she moved to the ri
let a vehicle pass, she struck a 1961 dump truck that was
parked at the curb. Tucker was taken to Coronado

Hospital with minor injuries.

8:33 p.m. — A 1983 blue Chevrolet Camero driven by a
29 year old man that police could not identify this mom-
ing, was backing out of a driveway in the 1000 block of
Neel when it reportedly struck a parked 1983 Dodge
Caravan. The was parked facing traffic, officers said.

SATURDAY, Dec. 16

1:21 am. — A 1989 blue Chevrolet Cavalier four door
sedan, driven a 16-year-old Midland youth failed to
negotiate a curve in the 1500 block of West Ripley and

t lane to

parked car, a 1977 brown Ford LTD owned by Lloyd .
Wayne Nixon of Marble City, Kan. Hernandez was
taken to Coronado Hospital for treatment of possible

SUNDAY, Dec. 17 . £
1:56 am. — A 1970 GMC van was westbound in the
700 block of East Browning when it slid into a fire
hydrant. Police said the driver left the scene before they -
arrived. Officers described the pavement as slick at the

time of the accident.

6:19 p.m. — A white Plymouth Voyager van driven by
Clifford E Lightcad, 57, of Kansas, when he
struck a 1973 orange Oldsmobile Omega, driven by
Michael Eugene Horton, 34, of Skellytown. Plice said
Horton was stopped at a stop light at 1100 N. Hobart at
teh time of the accident. ;

7 p.m. — John Conner, 20, 'was backing in the 1000
block of East Foster when he reportedly struck a parked
1989 sedan. Officers said Conner fled the scene. .

reportedly

Weather focus

LOCAL FORECAST..

Cloudy tonight with a 30 per-
cent chance of light snow. Three
to five inch accumulation is pos-
sible. A low tonight near 25 with
north winds 5-15 mph. Tuesday,
partly cloudy with a high near
35. North winds 5-15 mph.
Sunday’s high was 44. Pampa
had received three inches of
snow by 6 am.

REGIONAL FORECAST

West Texas - Panhandle:
Tonight, a slight chance of light
snow west, a chance of light
snow elsewhere. Lows in the
lower to mid 20s. Tuesday, partly
cloudy with highs in the mid to
upper 30s. Tuesday night, mostly
clear with lows in the teens.
South  Plains/Low  Rolling
Plains: Tonight, cloudy. A slight
chance of snow. Low in the
lower to mid 20s. Total accumu-
lations of 1-3 inches possible.

Tuesday, partly cloudy. High 35-
45. Tuesday night, partly cloudy.
Lows in the 20s.

North Texas — Tonight, cloudy,
windy and much cooler. A
chance of snow west, Rain
changing to snow central, scat-
tered to numerous showers east.
Snow accumulations of 1 inch or
less along the Red River, other-
wise little or no snow accumula-
tions. Lows 28 west to 38 south-
east. Tuesday, scattered showers
southeast with light rain or snow
north central and northeast end-
ing by early morning.
Decreasing cloudiness west.
Highs 43 to 50. Tuesday night,
mostly clear and cold. Lows 26
to 32.

South Texas - Hill Country
and South Central Texas:
Tonight, decreasing clouds.
Lows in the 30s to near 40.
Tuesday, fair and breezy. Highs
in the 50s. Coastal Bend and Rio
Grande Plains: Tonight, mostly

cloudy with widely scattered
showers and thunderstorms.
Lows from 30s inland to 40s
coast. Tuesday, partly cloudy:
and breezy. Highs in the 60s. -
BORDER STATES .

New Mexico — Tonight, cold.
Decreasing cloudiness east with
a few lingering snow flurries..
Partly cloudy west. Lows zero to
teens mountains and north with
20s south. Tuesday and Tuesday
night, partly cloudy. Chance for
snow showers northern moun-
tains and northwest. Highs
Tuesday 30s and 40s mountains |
and north with mid 40s to mid
50s lower elevations south. _

Oklahoma — Tonight, snow |
north and rain south ending
from the west. Lows in the 20s
and lower 30s. Tuesday, consid-
erable cloudiness. Highs mid 30s
to mid 40s. Tuesday night, partly
cloudy. Lows mid teens north-
west Oklahoma to upper 20s
southeast.

City briefs

The Pampa News is not responsible for the content of paid advertisement
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PLEASE RETURN Reggie, a
Border Collie strayed from 2100
block N. Christy Sunday. If
found call 669-2527 or 669-6278.
Adv.

SANTA CLAUS for rent, $25
hour. 669-2448. Adv.

PINEAPPLES, NEW crop,
$1.75 buy one, buy 100, we got
them. Grapefruit, oranges, and
pecans, also new crop. 208 W.
Tuke, Pampa, Tx. Adv.

CRACKED PECANS. $3.50
Ib. 665-9131. 665-6764. Adv.

FARBERWARE MILLENNI-
UM - All sets and open stock at
special prices. Pampa
Hardware, 120 N. Cuyler. Adv.

SAVE $100 - Dearborn Crest

model 40,000 BTU heater.
Pampa Hardware, 120 N.
Cuyler. Adv.

MELODY IN Motion - See
new items, all special priced.
Pampa Hardware, 120 N.
Cuyler. Adv.

ONEIDA FLATWARE 50%
discount. Pampa Hardware, 120
N. Cuyler. Adv.

NOW OPEN Sweet Repeats
Childrens Consignment cloth-
ing, 10-5 p.m. 115 N. Cuyler (for-
merly Footprints). Adv.

CHRISTMAS DINNER
Wednesday, December 20th, 10-
12:45. Members and guests wel-
come. Pampa Senior Citizens.
Adv.

4 BEDROOM - double fire-
place - excellent condition.
Tastefully decorated. 3 1/2 years
old. Appointment only. 665-
3636. Adv.

REBECCA ANN'S Plus Sizes,
1521 N. Hobart. 40% off
Christmas Merchandise. 25% off
other merchandise excluding
intimate apparel. Adv.

PAMPA MIDDLE School
Booster Club meeting, Monday,
December 18th, 7 p.m. school
library. Mr. Powers speaking on
TAAS. Please come. Adv.

RHEAMS DIAMOND Shop
and Brown Shoe Fit open til 8
p-m. for zour shopping conve-
nience. Check out our Store
Specials. Adv.

ADVERTISERS - REMEM-
BER there will be early dead-
lines for the Holidays!! Call for
details, The Pampa News.

ORDER YOUR gourmet food
éift baskets“lz Friday. Call

elebrations 665-3100. We deliv-
er. Adv.

Save $22, $30, $33. Pampa

MAGNALITE ROASTER -

Hardware, 120 N. Cuyler. Adv.

CHRISTMAS BUFFET: Enjo
a traditional Christmas Lunch |
on Christmas Day at the |
Coronado Inn Coffee Shop, |
included will be turkey and ham |:
with all the trimmings and spe- |
cial desserts. $7.95 adult, $6.95 |:
seniors, $4.95 children.
Reservations appreciated, 11
a.m.-2 p.m. 669-2506. Adv.

NIKE A&M Starter Jacket,
new, men’s small. Hunter green, |:
plush carpet, 12x12. 665-9339.
Adv. -

SANTA CLAUS is at Wayne’s |:
Western Wear. Come have your |}
picture made, $5. Monday- |}
Friday, 4-7. Saturday, 11-5. Adv. |}

2 RED Poodles - 1 small, 1 |;
larger. 669-0939. Adv. s

NEW SHIPMENT of poinset- |:
tias in at Watson's Feoed &\
Garden. We deliver. Adv. '

DON JONAS Calligraphy for |
that last minute gift. 223¥ N. |
Christy. Adv.

&(:‘R ER YOUR fruit baskets

01 trays by Friday. Call
Watso?\e% Fee)c'is &yGardez, 665-
4189. Adv.

1

Presen
as bird
MAT!/
Officials
just hov
Mad Isl
Tucked
sions of
Matagorc
serve qui
haven for
With
volunte
Island )
how mg
made th
The h
southwe
The e
Island
Count, v
years, ar
The ¢
12:01 ax
23 hourt
growing
state’s n
The pr
ipremier
harbore
is.on the
Last y
were col
the end:
piping |
brown
‘Other
ted on tl
geese, |
cranes, |
nial nes!

Colleg
weapo
-SAN
many s
College
ing har
school
through
-SAC s
on can
state’s 1
law tha
But 57
advanta
past twc

McMi
course
police t1

“We re
all walk
who cor
room tra
nights a
Range in

The «
is $75.

Nearly
after
SHER
600 en
Meyer
Sunday
until fi
overnig
compan
Shern
out and
uate d
allowed
early Su
Nancy
for Kral
parent
employe
were acc
immedi:
The ¢
been de

ik ¢




bid

f Pampa. -

re mem-
urch. '
it search
best pos-
e to the

7ith the
and will
ower to

ient tax '’

them,”

>d to the-

ssist. Nc

ed to the

cal assist’
Jospital.
d to the -

cal assist

Jospital.” §
d to the” §

nt trans-

d to the

a motor

ed.

of North

respond- '

tion.
respond-
tion.

riven by
thbound -
struck a-
y Lloyd .

dez was

possible

1dinthe_‘

to a fire
fore they -
ck at the

Iriven by
portedly
riven by
lice said
{obart at

the 1000

aparked §

attered
torms.
to 40s
cloudy
0s.

t, cold.
st with
lurries. .
zero to
h with
nesday
nce for
moun-
Highs
intains |
to mid
1. .
SNOW |
ending
he 20s
~onsid-
nid 30s
partly
north- |
er 20s

ement

-

ER -]
ampa
\dv.
En]oK

the |
shop, |
| ham |.
| spe- |
$6.95 |-
dren. |-
, 11|’

cket,
reen, !
9339. |,

yne’s |:
your |}
day- |
Adv. |}
all, 1|:

d &|

y for
2 N. |

skets
Call
665-

State briefs

Preserve resuming status
as bird haven

MATAGORDA (AP) e
Officials will find out this week
just how many birds now call
Mad Island Marsh home.

Tucked away in the gnarly exten-
sions of a Gulf Coast lake in
Matagorda County, a 7,000-acre pre-
serve quickly is resuming its status as a
haven for hundreds of species of birds.

With the help of more than 60
volunteers, officials at Mad
Island Marsh will find out just
how many types of birds have
made the sanctuary their home.

The habitat is about 85 miles
southwest of Galveston.

The event, known as the Mad
Island Marsh Christmas Bird
Count, will be the third in as many
years, and is open to the public.

The count, which began at
12:01 a.m. today and is set to end
23 hours and 59 minutes later, is
growing in popularity among the
state’s most avid bird-watchers.

The preserve once one of Texas’

ipremier freshwater regions that

harbored thousands of waterfowl
is on the rebound.

Last year, 205 species of birds
were counted. Among them were
the endangered peregrine falcon,
piping plover, wood stork and
brown pelican.

‘Other species frequently spot-
ted on the preserve include snow
geese, Canada geese, sandhill
cranes, mottled ducks and colo-
nial nesting birds.

College students take
weapons training

SAN ANTONIO (AP) — So
many students at San Antonio
College have taken classes prov-
ing handgun training that the
school plans to continue them
throughout the spring semester.

SAC students can’t carry guns
on campus, even under the
state’s new concealed weapons
law that goes into effect Jan. 1.
But 57 students have taken
advantage of the training in the
past two months.

McMillan teaches a 40-hour
course on firearms at SAC's
police training academy as well.

“We really are getting people from
all walks of life,” said McMillan,
who conducts two nights of class-
room training at the college and two
nights at his Blackhawk Shooting

in South San Antonio.

The cost for the college course
is $75.

Nearly 600 out of work
after Oscar Meyer fire

SHERMAN (AP) — Nearly
600 employees of the Oscar
Meyer plant here were told
Sunday not to report to work
until further notice after an
overnight blaze damaged the
company’s refrigeration system.

Sherman police said the fire is
out and residents forced to evac-
uate during the blaze were
allowed to return to their homes
early Sunday morning.

Nancy Daigler, a spokeswoman
for Kraft Foods, Oscar Meyer’s
parent company, said all 70
employees on duty Saturday night
were accounted for and none were
immediately treated for injuries.

The cause of the fire has not
been determined and no damage
estimate is available, she said.

“We've told employees not to
go to work and, unfortunately
we don’t know for how long,”
Ms. Daigler said, adding that
employees should wait until they
are notified by their supervisors
before returning to work.

Caroling at the bank

. . (Pampa News photo by Melinda Martinez) '
Woodrow Wilson Elementary School third graders, under the direction of music

teacher Sherrie Richards, sing Christmas carols for employees and customers at
First American SSB. Local schoolchildren have been getting themselves as well
as others into the spirit of the holiday season by caroling at various local banks
and businesses.

Party planning better late than never:
Texas to celebrate 150 this December

AUSTIN (AP) - Sandwiched
between Christmas and New
Year’s Day is one of the most sig-
nificant dates in Texas history.
But up until now, you might not
have known it.

On Dec. 29, 1845, Texas became
the 28th state.

For roughly a year, there have
been small dedications and an
exhibit near the Capitol noting
that this year marks the sesqui-
centennial, or 150th anniversary,
of the historic date.

But due to oversight, busy
schedules/or simply bad timing, a
party celebrating the actual date of
President James K. Polk’s signing
Texas into the union is only now,
hastily being thrown together.

In 1986, when Texas marked
the 150th anniversary of its gain-
ing freedom from Mexico and
becoming an independent repub-
lic, there was a yearlong celebra-
tion culminating with fireworks,
bands, a parade, you name it.

This year’s celebration at the
Capitol won’t be held on Dec. 29,
but instead on Dec. 30. At the

moment, planners are scurrying
to find underwriters who will
provide music, barbecue and a
Texas-sized cake.

“I don’t feel good about how
little has been done,” said Harry
Montgomery, program director at
the Texas Higher Education
Coordinating Board. “But if I
have to go door-to-door and get
people to cook brisket, I'll do it.
We are going to have a party.”

Montgomery and a handful of
other volunteers are attempting
to pick up the ball dropped by
others and make sure that Texas
history isn’t ignored.

In April 1994, then-Gov. Ann
Richards appointed Sen. John
Montford, D-Lubbock, and Rep.
Jerry Johnson, D-Nacogdoches,
as co-chairmen of the Statewide

Committee to Celebrate the
Sesquicentennial of the
Annexation of Texas.

A subcommittee was then

formed, made up of nearly 40 mem-
bers, including lawmakers, state
employees and prominent citizens.

But after launching several

noble efforts to commemorate
this sesquicentennial, including
an exhibit at the Capitol Complex
Visitors Center and a college
scholarship drive for graduating
high school students, things
began getting lost in the shuffle.

The chairman of the subcom-
mittee resigned because of health
reasons. Planning faltered. Days,
then weeks and then months
went by without setting up a
party for Dec. 29.

Montgomery, who convinced
the state’s 37 public universities
and 35 of the state’s 38 indepen-
dent universities to donate schol-
arships as rewards for a state-
hood essay contest, dlready had
done his share as a member of the
subcommittee.

His efforts have resulted in the
Sesquicentennial Scholars
Program, which will award more
than $1 million in scholarships to
at least 171 high school seniors.
Students have until the end of
January to write a 1,500-word
essay on the topic, “Celebrating
the Past, Celebrating the Future.”

Citizens reform group provides forum for voices
of discontent, regardless of political persuasion

DALLAS (AP) - It's where the
ultra left meets the radical right,
but it’s not exactly in the middle.

Meetings sponsored by Citizens
for Legal Reform offer a place where
people from all political walks can
come and vent their frustrations
about the federal government.

Itis a sort of a philosophical bazaar
where one can sample a bit of every-
thing from the Texas Constitutional
Militia, the John Birch Society, the
Liberty Lobby, the Fully Informed
Jury Association, tax resisters,
Libertarians and Constitutionalists.

Some want the nation’s drug
laws made fairer. Others seek a
return to the gold standard.

Other occasional visitors have
another purpose. State and federal
officials Eave sat in on some of the
sessions to monitor some of the
exhortations. Internal Revenue
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Service officials said recently that
an investigation prompted by one
tax-resistance presentation led to
several indictments.

“They are questioning and
undermining the government,”
said Mark Briskman, regional
director for the Anti-Defamation
League in Dallas. “That can be
potentially dangerous.”

Alfred Adask, president of the
group, which has no dues or

membership rolls, said in an inter-
view with The Dallas Morning
News that a recent Gallup poll
showed that more than 50 percent
of the American people regarded
government as a threat to them.
“That means we are no longer
the lunatic fringe,” he said. “We
are on the cutting edge. In the next
year, we're going to see the people
in the country go after govern-
ment in a way that’s shocking.”

Toys for Tots campaign

| Wheeler County Sheriff Jimmy Adams inspects one

of the toy trucks his department has rounded up for
the county’s Toys for Tots campaign this Christmas.
The sheriff's office usually provides toys for some
two dozen children each Christmas, Adams sald

(Pampa News photo by Dave Bowser)
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Special unit to handle
family violence cases

By STEFANI G. KOPENEC
Associated Press Writer

FORT WORTH (AP) -
Prosecutor Stephen Gordon
waits patiently in court wonder-
ing if a man will stand trial for
alle?edly beating his girlfriend so
badly that he broke her nose.

In years past, the odds were
that the case wouldn’t make it
that far and even if it did, success
would be limited.

But the Tarrant County district
attorney’s office hopes to change
all that with the formation of a
new unit that exclusively handles
family violence cases.

“Our office really believes that
if there’s something in the com-
munity and we’re not doing as
good a job as we should, we
should get a specialized unit to
handle it, and that's what we’ve
done here,” Gordon said.

Such units aren’t new - they
exist in Harris, Dallas and Bexar
counties. But they underscore the
attention being given a problem
that often happens behind! closed
doors but has withstood the recent
glare of the national spotlight dur-
ing the O.]. Simpson trial.

Mary Lee Hafley, executive
director of The Women’s Shelter
in Arlington, believes the unit's
creation will help victims over-
come the fear that nothing will be
done if they report abuse.

“It brings some credibility to
the legal community saying, ‘Yes,
we abhor domestic violence” and
‘Yes, domestic violence is a
crime,” but now they re real(liy
treating it like a crime,” she sai

The hope is to prevent repeat
occurrences and more serious
incidents such as aggravated
assault and murder, Gordon said.

“That’'s what we’re trying to
avoid,” he said. “We're trying to
make sure someone’s in contact
with our office in a domestic vio-
lence situation ... make sure they

understand we take it seriously,
so that we avoid the escalation of
violence.”

The unit, which started its
work in November, is focusing
on misdemeanor assaults, culling
from approximately 2,000 cases
the 175 worst offenders to target.
The remaining cases will be han-
dled by other prosecutors.

The sheer’ number of cases,
coupled with reluctant witnesses
and some disbelieving juries, has
produced limited courtroom suc-
cess.

Slightly more than a dozen
such cases have been to trial in
Tarrant County the past few
years, Gordon said.

In 1994, the conviction rate for
assaults was 27 percent com-
pared with 70 percent to 80 per-
cent for other misdemeanors
such as drunken driving,
shoplifting and theft, he said.

“That’s a combination of not
being able to get a lot of the
groundwork done before going
to trial just because of the vol-
ume, as well as the view of a lot
of juries. ... They think that these
things aren’t that serious,”
Gordon said.

Another hindrance was a law
that allowed victims freedom
from testifying against their
spouses. But that spousal privi-
lege in domestic violence cases
was taken away Sept. 1 when
new legislation went into effect.

With two prosecutors, support
staff, interns and an investigator
to gather medical records and 911
calls to police, the district attor-
ney’s office should see better
results, Gordon said.

“At least now the groundwork
is laid and we can be real effec-
tive with the worst people to
make sure we can put on the best
case we can,” he said.

Linda Ragsdale, a family advo-
cate at Women’s Haven of
Tarrant County, is also optimistic.

Jury to decide fate of pastor
accused of money laundering

WICHITA, Kan. (AP) — About
300 people still attend the church
founded by the Rev. David Brace
and still believe in the man who
has admitted laundering money
for federal agents posing as mem-
bers of the Colombian drug car-
tel. .

This ‘week, Brace will try to
instill that same faith in a federal
jury in Texas.

The trial begins today in the
John H. Wood Federal
Courthouse in San Antonio,
where . Brace met with the
Spanish-speaking undercover
agents. Brace has pleaded inno-
cent.

His lawyer will argue that
Brace was a victim of a govern-
ment conspiracy, that the agents
tricked him into thinking he
could use drug money to save his
debt-ridden Faith Metro Church
in Wichita.

Brace hired First Diversified
Financial Services of Houston

to find investors in the
church.
Brace was arrested with

Shannon Knox, a 25-year-old
financial consultant for First
Diversified, and another consul-
tant, Roy Clarkston, 59, on June
21 in the parking lot of the
Courtyard by Marriott in north
San Antonio.

According to court documents,
Brace, Knox and Clarkston went

to the hotel after being told their
$10 million had arrived.

Since Brace’s arrest, involun-
tary bankrupt e‘{ proceedings
have been filed against Faith
Metro Church.

Church membership is down
about 600 people from the 900 of
a few years ago. But for those
who still attend, their faith in
“Pastor David” is unshaken.

Individuals loaned the church a
total of $912,464,-which is listed
in the church’s bankruptcy
papers. Businesses and other
churches lent Faith Metro
$539,275.

Brace borrowed more than $10
million to build, furnish and
operate the new church. And
when he pressed parishioners to
increase their contributions,
many left. Brace’s search for
money led him to the undercover
agents.

Brace’s attorney, Roy Barrera
Sr., is expected to argue that his
devotion to his congregation
drove him to make a desperate
search for the millions of dollars
needed to fend off the church’s
creditors. And when overzealous
federal agents learned of his
plight, Barrera has said, they
tricked Brace into laundering
their money.

Brace, Barrera and federal pros-
ecutor Glenn MacTaggart each
declined requests for interviews.

SAN ANTONIO (AP) - Some
600 Japanese snow monkeys liv-
ing free in South Texas will get a
new home safe from hunters.

The research group that owns
the primates has put together a
package of loans and donations
to enable it to buy its own ranch
and put tP electric fences to
keep them from roaming.

For nearly two decades, the
monkeys prospered on a ranch
near Dilley, 80 miles south of

Snow monkeys get new home

San Antonio, on a 58-acre parcel
leased by the South Texas
Primate rvatory, a behav-
ioral research group.

The observatory was estab-
lished in 1980 for 150 snow mon-
keys, but the animals kept
breeding in obscurity on the
ranch. During the last five years, |
they have been free to roam by
climbing over or through the
broken-down electric fence that
used to keep them confined.

Dec. 24th
® Performed in the all glass
Crystal Cathedral
¢ Flying angels
@ Spectacular special effects
¢ Live animals
® A cast of hundreds

Suggested Retail
Price $9.95

7 p.m.

€9Marcus Cable

We're wour TV star

665-2381
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Let Peace Begin With Me

This newspaper is dedicated to furnishing information to our read-
ers so that they can better promote and preserve their own free-
dom and encourage others to see its blessings. Only when man
understands freedom and is free to control himself and all he pos-
sesses can he develop to his utmost capabilities.

We believe that freedom is a gift from God and not a political
grant from government, and that men have the right to take moral
action to preserve their life and property for themselves and oth-
ers.

Freedom is neither license nor anarchy. It is control and sover-
eignty of oneself, no more, no less. It is, thus, consistent with the
coveting commandment.

Wayland Thomas Larry D. Hollis
Publisher Managing Editor
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| Opinion
Peace mission
IS done deal

Despite widespread misgivings, despite skepticism in
Congress, despite all the things that could go wrong, sending
some 20,000 U.S. military troops to Bosnia as part of a 60,000-
- person NATO force to police the latest peace agreement
seems to be a done deal.

For better or for worse, President Clinton has decided that
this commitment will serve as a defining moment of his pres-
idency as an election season opens in earnest; unless some-
thing unexpected and dramatic happens, the troops will go.

Most Americans will find themselves torn, now and in the
months to come. Since the troops are going, no matter what
public opinion polls might say, we will hope that, against all
odds, the mission will succeed - at least to the extent that U.S.
troops acquit themselves honorably, suffer no casualties and
leave Bosnia with at least some realistic hope of a lasting
peace rather than a renewed war.

At the same time, realists will note that numerous contra-
dictions could dash the hopes of November. The peace accord
signed in Dayton, Ohio, sets up an odd hybrid of a govern-
ment in Bosnia - making it theoretically one country but one
that is de facto partitioned among Muslims, Croats and
Bosnian Serbs. Bosnian Serbs and Bosnian Croats will have
strong incentives to strengthen the “special relationships” the
accord recognizes with their ethnic compatriots across vari-
ous borders.

The NATO forces will try to act as impartial peacekeepers,
but are also expected to provide special training and weapons
to the Bosnian government if that is the only way to achieve
“parity.” That will make them combatants in the eyes of
many.

All these instabilities will create tensions that could erupt
into new fighting at any moment. :

Yet it is possible that the conditions for a real peace - suffi-
cient war exhaustion on all sides that none of the combatants
will see renewed fighting as potentially profitable - actually
exist on the ground in Bosnia, and that even an agreement as
fragile and potentially unstable as the one cobbled together in
Dayton will hold long enough to give peace a chance.

Questions about whether the core interests of the United
States are really involved in Bosnia or whether a U.S. pres-
ence is really the indispensable glue to hold an agreement
together are still relevant. The answer to both questions is
probably “no,” but that won’t keep the troops at home.

In recent years, American presidents of both parties have
maintained that their constitutional status as commander-in-
chief gives them sufficient authority to send U.S. troops over-
seas without seeking a declaration of war from Congress.

Some of the Republicans who are now questioning the
Bosnian commitment were eager supporters of intervention
led by Republican administrations, while some Democrats
eager to get those troops “over there” raised apparently fun-
damental questions when Republican presidents wanted to
commit troops.

The likelihood is that, like previous presidents, Clinton will
be able to get enough votes in Congress to pass a resolution
giving him enough political cover to do what he wants in
Bosnia.

Even those who doubt the wisdom of this commitment
should hope, for the sake of the U.S. servicemen and women
being placed at risk, that this intervention will be successful
enough for the government to declare victory and come home
in a year.

They should continue to question the assumption, howev-
er, that not a political petal may fall nor an ethnic leaf turn
brown anywhere in the world without affecting the “core
interests” of the United States.

The core interests of the United States are still best served
by building a strong defense, using it only for genuine
defense, restoring freedom and prosperity at home and let-
ting the rest of the world know that the United States will not
always be available to resolve its disputes.

Some - though not all - will be surprised at how quickly
other people handle their own problems when they know
Uncle Sugar won’t be around.
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Viewpoints

A recent article in The New York Times Magazine
asserts we are in a new Golden Age of television
drama and points to the likes of NBC’s ER apd Law &
Order and ABC’s NYPD Blue for evidence. Artistically
one might - might - defend that statement. But what
was lost in the piece is another development: the fam-
ily hour, the 8 to 9 p.m. time slot traditionally set aside
for youngsters, has been abandoned.

The family hour used to be reserved for whole-
some programs like Happy Days, Little House on the
Prairie, The Cosby Show and Full House, but in that time
slot, we now find such steamy and/or suggestive
and/or raunchy shows as Melrose Place, Friends and
Roseanne. So, this column is written for parents look-
ing through the increasingly complex maze of televi-
sion fare for programming suitable for their children.

Monday: ABC'’s The Marshal is a non-violent action
series in the MacGyver mold (but without the latter’s
occasional liberal crusading, thank God). NBC'’s The
Fresh Prince of Bel-Air has been consistently pro-fam-
ily throughout its five-plus years on the air. UPN’s
Star Trek: Voyager is thought-provoking science fic-
tion. On the-other hand, there’s CBS’s racy The Nanny
and Can’t Hurry Love and frequent bed hopping on
Fox’s Melrose Place. In general, though, not bad.
Overall family-hour gragle: B minus.

Tuesday: UPN’s Deadly Games can be violent
but is nonetheless the most family-friendly entry
in a weak field. It’s certainly preferable to NBC's
Wings and NewsRadio, adult sitcoms heavily
dependent on sexual humor, and ABC’s obnox-
ious Roseanne, which contains foul language, con-
dones premarital sex and disrespect for parental
authority, and reportedly will feature a gay wed-
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ding later this season. Overall irade: D minus.
Wednesday: The WB network comes to the res-
cue with Sister, Sister and The Parent ‘Hood. NBC’s
recently canceled seaQuest 2032 was politically
correct but not morally offensive. Of ABC’s Ellen
and The Drew Carey Show and CBS’s Bless This
House and Dave’s World, it can be said that none is
as vulgar as Roseanne, but none really belongs in
this time slot. Neither, emphatically, does Fox’s
Beverly Hills, 90210. Overall grade: C minus.
Thursday: The best this evening has to offer is CBS's
innocuous Murder, She Wrote, but it’s hard to imagine
that series holding the attention of anyone under 20.
Otherwise, there’s NBC's sex-driven Friends and The
Single Guy and Fox’s sex driven Living Single and The
Crew. Nick at Nite, anyone? Overall grade: D minus.
Friday: The first half of ABC’s TGIF lineup,
Family Matters and Boy Meets World,is appropriate
for all ages, as is CBS’s The Bonnie Hunt Show, cur-
rently on hiatus. With NBC’s Unsolved Mysteries
and Fox's Strange \Luck, this is one of the few
nights on which there’s nothing really offensive

on television. Overall grade: B plus. .

Saturday: The introduction of CBS’s Dr. Quinn,
Medicine Woman a few years ago reflected a hunger
for family programming, an it rema’ms. a good
choice. ABC’s Maybe This Time is also fine, and
NBC'’s JAG is a well-made military action series that
would be wholly permissible for youngsters but for
its occasional raw language. Saturday improved
considerably when Fox moved the bawdy sitcoms
Martin and The Preston Episodes to Sunday and off
the schedule, respectively. Overall grade: B minus.

Sunday: Since Sunday’s prime time starts at 7
p.m., networks have twice the opportunity to appeal
to families. WB's lineup, including Pinky & the Brain
and Kirk, is excellent. NBC’'s Brotherly Love and
Minor Adjustments, Fox's Space: Above and Beyond
and ABC'’s Lois and Clark are also worthwhile. Not as
suitable for youngsters are NBC's sexy Mad About
You and CBS’s bawdy Cybil. Overall grade: B.

The networks show no signs of retreating from
their policy of programming adult series in what
was formerly the family hour even though
Nielsen figures indicate that with this change
ABC, CBS, NBC and Fox suffered an audience loss
of almost 7% from October 1994 to October 1995.

Conversely, cable’s audience is up by more than
24% in the past year. One beneficiary of this trend
is Nickelodeon, which will introduce original chil-
dren’s programming in the first half-hour of
prime time beginning next fall. “We're doing it,”
says Nickelodeon executive vice president Herb
Scannell, “because the networks have turned 8
o’clock into the swinging singles hour. They seem
to have abandoned kids and parents.”

Today in history

By The Associated Press

Today is Monday, Dec. 18, the
352nd day .of 1995. There are 13
days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History:

On Dec. 18th, 1865, the 13th
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution,
abolishing slavery, was declared in
effect.

On this date:

In 1737, the most renowned vio-
lin-maker in history, Antonio
Stradivari, died in Cremona, Italy.

In 1787, New Jersey became the
third state to ratify the U.S.
Constitution.

In 1813, the British took Fort
Niagara in the War of 1812.

In 1892, “The Nutcracker Suite”
by Peter Ilyich Tchaikovsky publicly
premiered in St. Petersburg, Russia.

In 1915, President Wilson, wid-
owed the year before, married
Edith Bolling. Galt at her
Washington home.

In 1940, Adolf Hitler signed a
secret directive ordering prepara-
tions for a Nazi invasion of the
Soviet Union. Qperation Barbarossa
was launched the following June.

The world’s devout unjustly afflicted

Lai Man Peng was a 22-year-old Chinese
Christian evangelist. In 1994, at a meeting of one
of China’s “house churches” (a non-government-
sanctioned prayer meeting), he and four other
evangelists were seized by agents of the Public
Security Bureau, China’s KGB. In front of the con-
gregation, Lai and the others were beaten severely.
The security officers next handed the truncheons
to the congregants and ordered them to beat the
preachers, on pain of being beaten themselves. Lai
was so badly injured that the security team feared
he would die in their presence (leaving too much
to explain), so they released him. He crawled and
hobbled for several miles, attempting to reach his
home, but finally collapsed and died on the road.

Such persecution is commonplace in China,
where only a fraction of the estimated 30 million
to 70 million Christians belong to government-
approved sects. Amnesty International reports
cases of Christian women hung by their thumbs
from wires and beaten with heavy rods, denied
food and water, and shocked with electric probes.

Elsewhere in the world, Christians face other tor-
tures and persecutions. In Egypt and Pakistan,
Christians have been imprisoned and tortured
merely for preaching their faith. Pakistan recently
passed a blasphemy law that forbids speaking or
acting against the prophet Mohammed. The pun-
ishment for violators is death. A 12-year-old
Christian child was recently sentenced to death
under this law and was freed from Pakistan only
by international pressure. He is now hiding in a
Western country with a bounty on his head similar
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to that which keeps Salman Rushdie on the run.

Sudan is perhaps the worst violator. Its Islamic
government has engaged in a policy of forcible
conversion. Many of the black Sudanese in the
southern part of the country (the north is Arab)
have resisted conversion, in many cases because
of adherence to Christianity (a criminal act under
Sudanese law). As punishment, the Sudanese
government has denied food and medicine to
Christians in famine areas and has sold thousands
of Christian children - some as young as six - into
slavery.

Where is the international outcry? The silence
of American Christians is particularly hard to
understand since they have been so unstinting in
support of others in need. But when Michael
Horowitz of the Manhattan Institute published an
op-ed piece in The Wall Street Journal last July on
persecution of Christians, the response was a
resounding silence.

Steve Snyder

of International Christian

Concern (1-800-ICC-5441), a human rights group,
offers some insights. American Christians, he
notes, have been sheltered from persecution
themselves for three centuries. While they have
supported missionaries overseas, they have not
necessarily kept faith with those whom they have
succeeded in converting. There has been an
unfortunate emphasis on numbers, missionaries
tend to look elsewhere for converts rather than
fight the persecution.

Putting it bluntly, Snyder says Christians have
forgotten how to take care of their own. Almost
too focused on loving their neighbor, they’ve lost
sight of Christ’s injunction that “the world will
know you are my disciples by your love one for
another.”

Some Christians justify inaction on spiritual
grounds, noting that it is an article of faith that all
who wish to live a “godly life” will face persecu-
tion. Snyder doesn’t deny that persecution can
yield spiritual dividends but thinfse it is one thing
to accept such a fate for oneself and quite another
to say to your brother, “You go and suffer your
faith. It’s good for you.”

But above all, American Christians are simply
ill-informed. If one major TV magazine program
aired a segment on what is actually happening to
Christians in the late 20th century, the apathy
would be gone in a flash.

Child slavery, false imprisonment, torture, mur-
der. It is all happening to Christians in Islamic
and other countries. How long will the world’s
largest Christian community stay silent?

‘Bob Dole’ and ‘Lincoln’ provide wisdom

Consider two new books about Republicans:
Bob Dole and Lincoln. Taken together, with presi-
dential primaries coming up, they can add per-
spective to what we know agout presidents.

After all, the Dole presidential campaign could
be called “What About Bob?” It’s said that he does-
n’t stand for anything, that he has pandered, that
he’s not really a conservative, that he’s too conser-
vative, that he can be a sarcastic meanie, that he has
a dark side, that he doesn’t get anyone excited, that
he’s a professional politician, that his image is
manufactured and that he’s lost each of the three
times he’s been involved in a national election.

Pulitzer Prize-winning Richard Ben Cramer’s
short (163 pp.) book on is an excerpt from his
landmark earlier volume What It Takes, about the
1988 presidential candidates. It offers a different
view. Bom in 1923 of a middleclass family in
Russell, Kan., enduring an oil crash and dust-bowl

ion, Bob Dole was the busy kid who was into
everything. He as the handsome home-
town high school Il hero. In 1943, while a
student at Kansas University, he was drafted into the
Army. He went to officer training and into combat as
a lieutenant in Italy, where he was down.

The strapping young man wei 192 pounds
when he went into service and 122 pounds when
he came home. Only rare willpower and an excru-
ciating four years of treatment resurrected most of
his torn body. The first thlng his wife-to-be, a
nurse, heard about him was, “Oh that poor Bob
Dole, he doesn’t have long to live.” He thought he
might end up crippled, selling pencils on a street
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corner. He survived, harshly handicap and
fiercely ambitious. He went to law school, ran for
local, state and federal office, running, running,
running, wheeling and dealing, serving con-
stituents, colleagues, state and nation, rising to
Senate majority leader.

David Herbert Donald’s Lincoln also tells the
story of a troubled young Midwesterner. Lincoln
was-born in a log cabin. His mother died when he
was 10. He received almost no formal education,
went west to Illinois in his teens and worked at
odd jobs. He, too, became a lawyer.

Had Lincoln’s biogr?hy been written before
he became a great president, these are some of the
things that could have been said about him:

He was a professional politician possessed of an
ambition that was “a little en, that knew no
rest,” according to his law partner William
Herndon. He was a political loser - a one-term
Congressman, who lost twice for the Senate and
never quite made it to bigtime politics.

He ran as “Honest Abe, The Rail Splitter,” but
as Donald recounts, Lincoln “had little love for
his pioneer origins; he disliked physical labor and
left it as soon as he could ... Rather than a simple
backwoodsman, he was a prominerit and success-
ful attorney representing the most powerful inter-
ests in emerging corporate America.”

He suffered bouts of depression. He had dark
moods. He made political deals. He could dema-
g:gue the best of them. He said, “My policy is to

ve no policy.” He announced, “I am not, nor
ever have been, in favor of bringing about in any
way the social and political equality of the white

black races.”

When Lincoln ran for president, Donald writes:
“To all outward afp arances he was less prepared
to be president o tﬁ United States than any other
man who had run for that high office.”

Now, the point is not that Dole is Lincoln, nor that
Lincoln deserves a trashing. Dole isn’t and Lincoln
doesn’t. What we see is that politics is rough work,
in the last century or this one. Harsh criticism comes
with the territory. (I rather liked the sardonic Dole
