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Weather

Mostly clear tonight. Partly
cloudy Wednesday. Low
tonight in the upper 60s. High
Wednesday in the lower 90s.

Monday’s high temp
Monday’s low temp
Average high... ..
Average low. ... . ..
Record high. .
Record low...... ..

...104 in 1946
57 in 1930
Inches

Rainfall Monday ....0.00

Month to date

Normal for Mo
Yeartodate.....................
Normal for year..

Business survey
talks at Chamber

Discussion of a recent
business retention and expan-
sion survey will take place at
the Big Spring Area Chamber
of Commerce meeting room -
Wednesday at 3 p.m. and 5:30

p.m.
Officials said they hope the
survey will help local residents
better understand the business
climate in the community.
Business owners as well as

private individuals are
welcome to attend.

The survey was sponsored by
Southwestern Bell, the
chamber, Howard College, the
Private Industry Council and
Midland College’s Center for
Business and Economic
Development.

Chamber board

sets open house

The board of directors of the
Big Spring Area Chamber of
Commerce invite the public to
view the chamber’s newly
remodeled building between 3
and 6 p.m. Thursday.

The building, 215 W. Third
St., was remodeled so the
chamber and Moore Develop-
ment for Big Spring Inc. could
be housed jointly in the
structure.

Mitchell officials
hold budget talks

COLORADO CITY — Mitchell
County Commissioners Court
met today for the second of
three budget workshop
meetings scheduled through
Wednesday.

County Judge Ray Mayo said
commissioners on Monday
heard reports on the budgets for
each of the departments and
that no figures have been totaled
for the 1991-92 budget year.

Mayo said he will have a bet-
ter idea Thursday on what pro-
posed expenses and expected
revenues will be

Commercial license
course at Howard

Howard College Continuing
Education Department plans to
offer a commercial driver
license course July 20 from 8
a.m.-5 p.m. in room A-8 of the
Annex.

The course covers the
Department of Public Safety
and Commercial Driver’s
License Handbook. Test ques-
tions and answers covering
each section in the handbook
will bé covered through video
instruction.

The eight-hour class is
preparation for taking the state
test for a commercial driver’s
license. The cost of the course °
is $55.

For more information, call
the Howard College Continuing
Education Department at

764-5131.

Budget
may not
fund new
programs

By DEBBIE LINCECUM
Staff Writer

Big Spring City Council
members scrutinized a proposed
1991-92 city budget Monday that,
even with a slight tax rate in-
crease, would fund no new pro-
grams or capital purchases.

It was the first of a series of work
sessions for design of a new budget
and its resulting ad valorem tax
rate.

“If we're going to include any
new programs or fund any needed
capital, there are going to be cuts
made,’’ said Assistant City
Manager Tom Decell today.
“We’ve presented the council with
a budget that provides the essential
services to keep the city going.”’

Council members present, all but
Pat DeAnda, agreed to work out a
funding plan that would hold pro-
perty taxes at the effective rate —
the rate that would generate the
same amount of revenue used dur-
ing the previous fiscal year.

According to city figures, the ef-
fective tax rate is 64 cents per $100
of valuation. The 1990-91 ad
valorem tax rate was 57 cents per
$100 of value, but property values
have dropped an estimated
$32,554,774.

Mayor Max Green said the pro-
posed budget includes a decrease
in general fund revenues of $225,000
at the previous tax rate. At the ef-
fective rate, the shortfall would be
about $50,000.

“But we’re still talking about a
budget with no new programs, no
new fire trucks and no new police
cars,” Green said.

The council questioned Fire
Chief Frank Anderson about his
proposed budget of $1,455,370 —
$29,610 less than last year. It in-
cludes slight decreases in salary,
services and allows no money for
new equipment purchases.

Anderson discussed an unfunded
new program that would add three
firefighters to the department. The
State Board of Insurance earlier
this vear cited the department as
undermanned, a deficiency that
could increase the city’s insurance
key rate by about 4 cents. The key
rate is a figure used to determine
commercial and residential in-
surance rates.

“The (state board’s) recom-
mended minimum is 15 firemen on
shift every day,” Anderson said.
He said he expects to use all of his
allotted funds for overtime pay
because of the shortages.

Adding three firefighters to the
® BUDGET page 6-A

August election:

Police officers, airpark employees and private
citizens assist as emergency medical technicians
give first aid to Karen Schenk, who crashed Mon-

- st i <
Herald photo by Tim Appel

day while launching a hang glider. Schenk, of Los
Alamos, N.M., was listed in critical condition at
Methodist Hospital in Lubbock early today.

Glider pilot seriously hurt

By DEBBIE LINCECUM
Staff Writer

A hang glider pilot sustained
multiple serious injuries after
crashing at the Big Spring
McMahon/Wrinkle Airpark Mon-
day, authorities said.

Karen Schenk, 26, of Los Alamos,
N.M,, was treated at Scenic Moun-
tain Medical Center’'s emergency
room after the crash. She was
transported to Lubbock’s
Methodist Hospital by helicopter
several hours later, where she re-
mains in critical condition.

A nursing supervisor said Schenk
was in the hospital’s surgical inten-
sive care unit. She would not
discuss the pilot’s injuries.

Schenk was part of a group of
pilots flying gliders at the airpark
by towing them on thé Back of a
truck. Friends said the eight-year
flying veteran, who normally laun-
ched her glider on foot from the
side of a mountain, was taking her

Property

By PATRICK DRISCOLL
Staff Writer

Protest hearings for property tax
valuations in Howard County
began Monday with five property
values, originally tagged at a total
value of $479,500, being lowered by
66 percent.

Hearings on 80 protests filed this
year, following the first full reap-
praisal of property by the Howard
County Appraisal District since
1982, are scheduled through Fri-
day. The last day to file a protest is
Friday.

“Today went about like I ex-
pected it to go,”” Howard County

eighth flight by the towing method
when the accident occurred.

An eyewitness said Schenk’s
glider was only about 75 feet in the
air when it made an abrupt turn
and dipped toward the concrete
airstrip.

‘‘She was up to about 75 feet
when suddenly it made an abrupt
turn,” said David Jones, owner of
Liberty Machine at the airpark. “I
was outside working and I told my
partner it looked like she had gone
down.” s

Jones and other area employees,
after calling 911, went to the crash
scene, flagged down the tow driver
and tried to help.

Big Spring Police responded, and
two American Medical Transport
medics were on the scene quickly,
Jones said. An ambulance arrived
a short time later.

Airpark employees and private
citizens assisted emergency per-
sonnel in removing Schenk from

valuations

Chief Appraiser Keith Toomire
said of the Monday hearings, which
were conducted on business per-
sonal property disputes by the Ap-
praisal Review Board.

Toomire said it was not unusual
that some personal property values
were reduced by the board by as
much as half or more. Some pro-
perty owners did not report per-
sonal - property they owned or
reported property incorrectly, he
said. As a result, some values were
intentionally set high.

‘“Most people wouldn't have had
to go in front of the board if they
would have had a rendition

Coahoma board against property tax

By MARSHA STURDIVANT
Staff Writer

Trustees for the Coahoma In-
dependent School District agreed
that the personal property tax on
the upcoming ballot for the Aug. 10
election will create problems for
the district.

‘““We need to be opposed to that. It
would be a nightmare — we'd
never get a certified tax role out to
adopt a budget,”’ said Gary Rotan,
superintendent.

Jim Wright, president for the
board, said, “‘If they think this is
going to save some money, it’s not;
it’s going to cost money.”’

After an executive session that
lasted more than an hour, the
trustees approved unanimously the
superintendent’s recommendation
to hire Susan Parsons as special
education teacher for the district
and Sarah Crippen as curriculum
director.

Jim Mathison requested discus-
sion among the board members
Jane Begy, the cur-

riculum director who resigned and
then petitioned the board to be
reinstated. Wright declared the
board in executive session, and

‘when the trustees reassembled in

open session, no discussion

followed.

The trustees accepted the
resignations of Truman Meissner,
girls high school basketball coach,

and Rhonda Gibbs, third-grade
teacher. Meissner has accepted a
position with the Killeen district,
and Gibbs resigned for family
reasons.

Meanwhile, Brett Biggers of
Global Roofing Consultants told the
board that roofing repairs for the
junior and senior high schools
would be complete by the end of
July.

““The progress has been above
my expectations. I'm very confi-
dent you've gotten what you paid
for out of this contractor. It’ll be
relatively maintenance-free for the
life of the roof, 20 years,”’ Biggers
said.

He also said the trustees were
welcome to view the finished work,
and the area would be cleared from
all construction materials before
the contractors finished.

“In my opinion, the old roof was
borderline from splitting wide
open. I'd term it extremely poor to
poor condition, s0 much asphalt
and gravel had been applied to hold
the roof together,”’ Biggers said.

In other business, the trustees:

® Awarded bids for the milk,
bread, teaching supplies, custodial
supplies and fuel to Grady Walker
LP Gas Co. of Big Spring.

The fuel supply bids were award-
ed to the only company that sub-
mitted a bid. Phillip Reid said he
hoped to receive more bids for the
next year.

@ Tabled the bid on the food sup-

plies, due to discrepancies with the
amounts. Jim Wright said, “‘For in-
stance, we've got stew meat at
$2.10 a pound from McLane, at
$1.99 a pound from Ben E. Keith,
and at $30.06 a pound from White
Swan. There’s something wrong
there, folks.”

The trustees attempted to award
the bid on a line-item option, but
business manager John VanDever
explained the award must be all or
nothing.

Wright asked VanDever to con-
tact the companies and request
representatives meet to clear up
the confusion.

® Approved the district's
policies, known as Update 39, on
first reading. The trustees said
they will familiarize themselves
with the policies and return for
final reading and approval at the
next meeting, scheduled for Aug.
12.

® Voted 4-3 against tape recor-
ding executive sessions. Jim
Wright, Phillip Reid, Jimmy Sterl-
ing and Ricky Stone voted against
the measure, while Guy White,
Bennie Fishback and Jim Mathison
voted for the recordings. The ses-
sions will be recorded by certified
minutes, as usual.

® The first meeting for the
budget workshop was scheduled
for July 24 at 7 p.m. in the board
room of the administration
building.

the glider.

Geoff Loyns, a pilot who had
been flying with Schenk and her
boyfriend, Tom Ellis, said Schenk
underwent emergency surgery
early today. Her father was en
route from southern California ear-
ly today, and Ellis is at the Lub-
bock hospital, Loyns said.

He and fellow pilots have been
analyzing the crash.

“Three witnesses said she
released (from the tow vehicle) at
75 feet,”’ he said. ‘‘She wasn't clim-
bing and I guess she asked for too
much pressure (pull on the
line). . . . As she released with a
right turn, the glider was relieved
of all this pressure and did a wing-
over straight into the ground.”

Ellis and Loyns were flying
cross-country when the accident
occurred and were contacted by
radio.

Pilots are expected to continue
flying today, Loyns said.

lowered

(report) or a good rendition,”” he
said. ‘‘For what we had to do, yeah,
it'’s typical. After so many letters
and so many phone calls, you set a
value to get their attention.”
Toomire also said the number of
protests filed is not unusual either.
Last year, when only a partial
reappraisal of property in the coun-
ty was conducted, 78 protests were

filed. .
Today, the review board was

scheduled to hear protests on
mineral and industrial values. On
Wednesday through Friday, real
estate protests are scheduled to be
® PROTESTS page 6-A

increase
hearing
begins

AUSTIN (AP) — The Public
Utility Commission today con-
tinued its hearing into a $442
million rate increase request by
TU Electric, the Dallas-based utili-
ty that serves nearly one-third of
the state.

On Monday, the first day of the
hearing, the commission denied re-
quests by the state ratepayers’ ad-
vocate that Chairman Paul Meek

_step aside and that a report recom-

mending a TU Electric rate in-
crease be rejected.

However, the commission did
vote to allow a legal hearing on
evidence having to do with com-
munication among PUC staff
members and administrative
judges.

A ‘panel of PUC administrative
law judges recommended the utili-
ty be given a $353.8 million rate
hike. But  Public Counsel Luis
Wilmot has urged the PUC not to
consider that recommendation,
saying there was improper com-
munication between PUC staff who
testified in the case and the judges.

The commission voted 3-0 Mon-
day not to suppress the report.
Commissioner Jo Campbell said
the communications fell within a
policy adopted by the agency in
1987, and that advocates could
challenge the policy in court.

Wilmot said he would do so. “We
don’t mind taking it to the courts at
all, because to us, I don’t think it's
a fair process. And that process
has to be changed. None of the par-
ties should be satisfied with this
process,”’ he said.

Wilmot said the Office of Public
Utility Counsel also would appeal
Meek's decision not to remove
himself from the case.

Meek is a stockholder and board
chairman of Fina Inc., formerly
American Petrofina, which has
sold fuel to TU Electric. Utility of-
ficials say $8.9 million of their $7
billion to $8 billion in gas and fuel
oil purchases from 1983 to 1989
were from American Petrofina.

“Sir, your conflict involving Fina
permeates this whole case,”’
Stephen Fogel, assistant public
counsel, told Meek. ‘“We raise a
continuing objection to his par-
ticipation in this case.”

But Meek refused, saying his ties
to Fina had been investigated
before he was confirmed to serve
on the commission by the Texas
Senate. In addition, the amount of
trade between TU Electric and
Fina has little significance to
either company, he said.

Repair work

Perched on the edge of the roof, Reggie Conley moves a gutter into
position at the Potton House Monday afternoon. Workers from
Lydick-Hooks Roofing were at the historical site on Gregg Street
to repair sections of the gutter and replace missing shingles.

Herald photo by Tim Appel
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Envelope-stuffing
offers bilk many -

WESLACO (AP) — Companies
that offer financial success
through envelope-stuffing offers
have bilked Rio Grande Valley
residents of hundreds of
thousands of dollars, the South
Texas Better Business Bureau
warns.

“It’s a million-dollar a year
scam. They prey on people who
have credit problems or middle
income families, promising them
huge profits usually for easy at-
home work,"’ said Harold
Palmer, president of the South
Texas BBB in Weslaco.

Palmer says he knows of at
least six ‘‘envelope stuffing
operations’’ in the Valley that
have ‘‘hinged on the edge of
chain letter scams’’ for years.
People who inquire about the
offers after seeing them in
newspapers are told to send bet-
ween $10 and $20 to a post office
box for directions on how to
start up their own business stuff-
ing envelopes, Palmer said.
The directions show them how
to make money by obtaining a
post office box, taking out ads
and recruiting others to get into
the envelope-stuffing business.
People usually spend several
hundred dollars to obtain a kit
before stuffing a single envelope,
Palmer said.

Officials deny they
withheld HIV rate

AUSTIN (AP) — Officials at
the University of Texas deny
allegations that they held the
release of a study on the HIV
infection rate among student
health center patients because
it could damage the school’s
reputation

The study revealed that nine
of 1,000 — or nearly one of 100

patients tested at the student
health center last year were in-
fected with the virus that
causes acquired immune defi-
ciency syndrome, the Austin
American-Statesman reported
Tuesday.

Student health center of-
ficials acknowledged last week
they knew the preliminary fin-
dings of the AIDS study for
several months, but have
dismissed charges that they
withheld the information for
political reasons.

“It may seem like we were
keeping it under wraps, but
believe me, that was not our in-
tention,”’ said Dr. Scott Spear,
who coordinated the survey at
the health center and heads the
UT-Austin Committee on HIV
disease.

“I think it is important infor-
mation for students to have and
the community to have,” Spear
said. “I just think it needs to
be complete. We were waiting
for the national data and the
demographic information.”

City Bits
MINIMUM CHARGE $4.80
DEADLINE CB ADS:

3 p.m. day prior to publication
SUNDAY — 3 p.m. Friday

DAILY

—
KIDS COLORING CONTEST at
Gale’s. Come by the Big Spring
Mall and receive your coloring
sheet

Earl wants to thank ‘‘his Girls”
for their glamourous participa-
tion in the American Heart
Association Style Show : Annette
Hodnett, Della Partee, Mary
Dennard, Tracy Lintner and
Marcia Merrell

Bring a picture of a person and
cake that GALE’S has made for
you in the past 10 years and you
might win $50. Call 263-3297 for
details.

HELP! Volunteers needed to
help with cats at the Humane
Society Adoption Center. Two
hours per week can make a dif-
ference. The Humane Society
also needs donations of
children’s plastic wading pools
for the dogs to cool off in. Call
267-7832.

Ask Amy or Darci about the BIG
3 RATE on your next classified
ad. Call 263-7331, Big Spring
Herald classified.

Big Spring Herald
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by the month HOME DELIVERY

Evenings and Sunday, §7.25 monthly;
$78.30 yearly (includes 10% discount for
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MAIL SUBSCRIPTIONS

$8.50 monthly Howard, Martin,
Glasscock, Mitchell and Borden Counties.
$8.75 elsewhere.

The Herald is 8 member of the Associated
Press, Audit Buresu of Circulation,
American Newspaper Association, Texas
Daily Newspaper Associstion and West
Texas Press.

POSTMASTER: Send of address

changes
to: Big Spring Merald, P.O. Box 1431, Big
Spring, TX. 79720.

Lobbyists inundate session

AUSTIN (AP) — With billions of
dollars and a major reorganization
of state government at stake, the
Legislature finds itself surrounded
by scores of lobbyists as the special
session starts.

Approximately 850 lobbyists
were registered with the secretary
of state’s office Monday — the first
day of the session.

Many of them will be active par-
ticipants in trying to influence
state budget appropriations, the
needed taxes, or any other issue
that might come up in the 30-day
overtime session.

Lobbyists say they foresee a
tough time as they try to protect
their clients in the face of a man-
date by Gov. Ann Richards, Lt.
Gov. Bob Bullock and House
Speaker Gib Lewis to shake up the
bureaucracy.

““The big three are really pulling
together,’’ said Cliff Johnson, a lob-
byist, who has served as a state
representative and aide to former
Gov. Bill Clements.

One of Johnson's newest clients
is the Texas A&M University
former students association, one of
several influential groups that will
lobby against proposed changes in
higher education funding proposed
by State Comptroller John Sharp.

Johnson said that higher educa-

Secretary
abducted

CENTERVILLE (AP) — A Lee
College admissions secretary ab-
ducted Monday by a gunman who
wanted his grades changed was
able to escape four hours later,
some 170 miles from the Baytown
school.

Marlene Geldard, 52, was
reported “in good health’’ late
Monday after she walked nearly
two hours to a minister’s home in
Centerville and telephoned her
family in La Porte.

A dispatcher at the Leon County
Sheriff’s office said Arthur Lee
Dunbar, 20, of Centerville, had
been arraigned on kidnapping
charges, but other charges were
pending late Monday. He was being
held without bond, pending further
investigation, said the dispatcher.

Witnesses told police a man in-
itially came to the admissions of-
fice, asking that someone call a
security guard because he had
locked his keys in the trunk of his
older-model Lincoln Towne Car.

Ms. Geldard later went down the
hall and did not return. Witnesses
told police they saw her entering
the green Towne Car with a man
matching the description of the
flustered motorist.

ADDISON — Five-year-old Tif-
fany Kehr of Toledo, Ohio, plays
in the children’s activities area
of the Little People of America
National Conference Monday
morning.

tion officials are more worried
than they have ever been because
of the mood sweeping across the
state to cut ing.

“She (Ri ) has got her
hand on the heartbeat of Texas,”
Johnson said.

Richards said higher education
representatives who have raised
concern about proposed budget
cuts were using inaccurate figures.
The officials have said they stand
by their estimates.

‘““Even with the proposed cuts,
more money will flow into higher
education than currently does, and
it should,”” Richards said.

Lawmakers face a projected $4.8
billion deficit to pay for an approx-
imately $57 billion budget that
would continue the current level of
services for 1992-93.

Richards said the Legislature’s
first priority will be consideration
of Sharp’s audit of state govern-
ment — a budget-cutting, fee-
raising plan to save $4 billion.

Aside from a lottery — which
would yield an estimated $450
million the first year — Richards
said lawmakers should restructure
the state’s major business tax, call-
ed the franchise tax, which is based
on capital investment.

All these initiatives will take the
full 30-day session, and perhaps

miore, according to Lewis. The cur-
rent two-year budget cycle ends
Aug. 31

Sen. John Montford, D-Lubbock,
chairman of the Senate Finance
Committee, said it would be dif-
ficult to balance the budget without
some tax increase.

Even if the Legislature adopts
much of Sharp’s plan, voters en-
dorse a lottery and lawmakers
reform the franchise tax, Montford
said a 5-cent increase may be re-
quired on the gasoline tax.

Without a lottery, Montford said
an increase in the 6%, percent sales
tax may be needed.

But Republicans say they will not
accept a tax increase.

Midland Rep. Tom Craddick,
head of the House Republican
Caucus, said the GOP would offer
budget cuts beyond those
presented in Sharp’s plan.

‘“‘And at that point, I think it’s go-
ing to be up to members of the
Legislature to decide whether or
not they want to do the cuts or they
want to have additional taxes,’”’ he
said.

Rep. John Culberson, R-Houston,
said public sentiment is against
new levies: ‘‘People are sick and
tired of higher taxes, refuse to pay
them, and demand that we pass a
budget with no new taxes.”

=

Flooding along borde

EL PASO — A man sifts through flood waters for his possessions
after torrential-rains caused flooding in areas of Juarez, Mexico,
squatters’ neighborhoods that are located just across the Rio
Grande from E| Paso. The areas have inadequate drainage and
lack paved roads. No one was hurt in the flooding, which caused
extensive damage to several homes and businesses.

Associated Press photo

Conference draws nearly
nearly 1,000 participants

ADDISON (AP) The Little
People of America National Con-
ference has drawn hundreds of par-
ticipants searching for a brief sab-
batical from the so-called ‘‘nor-
mal’’ world.

““This is a week of fantasy,” said
Barbara Stidman, one of the con-
ference organizers. ‘‘Because for
one week (we're) in total control.
You don’t feel anything around
you.”

Gone, for a week, are the pre-
judicial caricatures perpetuated
by circuses and folklore.

“That’s whére they thought all
dwarfs went,”” she said.

By ‘“‘they,” Mrs. Stidman, 45, of
Arlington, meant the ‘‘average’
height population. She, like many
other little people, deliberately
avoid the word ‘‘normal.”

“What is normal?’’ asked actor
Billy Barty, the group’s founder.

“We're getting there, it's a long
battle. People still have the at-
titude — well, look in the dic-
tionary. A dwarf is described as a
mean, nasty little person, even to-
day,” he said.

Barty and 800 others attending
the conference have one of 80 types
of dwarfism, caused when the
body’s hormones, cells or
chromosomes fail to develop pro-
perly. By definition, dwarfs are no

taller than 4! feet.

Since 1957, when the first con-
ference drew 21 people to Reno,
Nev., the roughly 4,800-member
group has met annually-for a week
of seminars and events catering to
the issues and problems faced by
little people.

There's a fashion show with tips
on how to alter ‘‘average’’ people’s
clothing or make your own. There’s
also plenty of free time for dances,
basketball games and other ac-
tivities that little people usually
are left out of.

One of the top issues today is that
of job discrimination. Although not
as bad as 10 years ago, it still
exists. )

“Your resume can be terrific,”
said Margarita Fernandez, 32, who
lives in the San Francisco area.
“Then you walk in, and all the
doors turn around.”

Ms. Fernandez, who works both
as a buyer for Hewlett-Packard
and as an actress and stuntwoman
for LucasFilm Ltd., credits her
family background for her success.

“Being one of five children, I

ver knew [ was different, I
;asn't treated any differently and

had a lot of support,’” said Ms.
Fernandez. ‘“The rest of my family
was average size.”

Literacy problems hold back many workers

HOUSTON (AP) — Americans
are finding the workplace increas-
ingly sophisticated and highly
technical and many are being left
behind because of their literacy
problems, Labor Secretary Lynn
Martin said today.

“The sad reality is that many
American workers have not kept
pace,” Martin said in an address to
the National Council of La Raza's
annual convention here. The
Hispanic civil rights umbrella
group has 130 affiliates around the
nation.

‘““Assembly line jobs that require
brawn and not brains don’t exist,”’
she said. ‘‘The same worker today
must be literate enough to read
complex manuals, analyze data
and make judgments.

“Yet somewhere between 20
million and 40 million American
workers have as adults extraor-

dinary difficulties and have
literacy problems. Since 85 percent
of today’s workforce will still be
working in year 2000, we clearly
have our job cut out for us.”

Martin said the outlook for the
next generation of workers is not
promising, particularly in the
Hispanic communities.

‘‘Hispanic youths have a dropout
rate of 40 percent, sometimes in
some communities the highest of
any specific group,’’ she said. “'Of
those who graduate, a disturbing
high number can’t even read their
own diploma. Seventy percent of
all high school seniors can’t write a
simple letter seeking employment.
We have to change this."”

She touted President Bush’s
education initiative as moving in
the right direction, said she would
work to upgrade skills and asked
for an overall commitment from

parents and businesses.

“To have any impact, every
parent, every person who cares is
going to have to get reinvolved in
the system,” she said. ‘“We need
business not just to complain but to
do something. It has to move
beyond the Washington Beltway ...
across this nation,

“You and 1 share a common
goal, to ensure that individuals are
able to utilize their God-given
talents to the fullest extent
possible.”

She also put in a pitch for the
U.S.-Mexico free trade agreement,
saying it will help the economy of
Mexico and the buying power of
Mexican workers. She also said it
would not have made sense for the
United States to back the new
democracies of Eastern Europe
and ignore its neighbor to the
south.
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Disabled protest

services.

AUSTIN — Lee Sanders of Houston, right, joins members of
American Disabled for Attendant Programs Monday in protesting
for improved services for the disabled. About 40 people occupied
Gov. Ann Richards’ reception room Monday at the State Capitol,
demanding that she sign a resolution calling for a shift in funds
from state schools and nursing homes to more community based

Associated Press photo

Redistricting will wait

AUSTIN (AP) — Gov. Ann
Richards says lawmakers working
on a plan-for Texas’' new congres-
sional districts shall draw no map
before it’s time.

Richards said she wants the
Legislature’s special session that
opened Monday to first concentrate
on spending cuts, agency con-
solidation, budget writing and pay-
ing for it. Then, they can look at
other topics.

Richards said redistricting will
get attention because the
Legislature, not the courts, should
determine the geographic areas
Texas congressmen represent.

The Legislature must draw new
boundaries for congressmen, and
state House and Senate members,
after each 10-year census.

Lawmakers took care of the

JPay¢o1ﬂay
schemes
discussed

FORT WORTH (AP) — Making
students pay to play sports or par-
ticipate in other extracurricular
activities is a possibility for three
school districts hit hard by Texas’
school finance reform law.

Districts with higher revenues
from local property taxes will
receive less money from the state
in the attempt to even out the
distribution of Texas funds to local
districts.

Tarrant County’ school systems
in Arlington, Grapevine-Colleyville
and Southlake Carroll are con-
sidering the ‘‘pay for play’’ fee, the
Fort Worth Star-Telegram
reported Monday.

The concept has generated in-
terest statewide, said Bill Farney,
athletic director of the University
Interscholastic League,

A fee of up to $50 could be re-
quested from students who want to
play high school football to cover
the costs of uniforms, shoes and
other items.

“It hurts the poor kid, the blue-
collar kid,”” said Arlington Sam
Houston football coach Ken Ozee.
“I think your more affluent
schools, it may not. At Highland
Park (an affluent district in Dallas
County), if you have a participa-
tion fee, big deal. But we don’t have
that.”

A $10 fee per activity or sport
would generate $94,060, or 10.4 per-
cent of the athletic department
maintenance and operational
budget, Arlington district figures
show. A $95 fee would generate
$896,155, or 100 percent of the
budget, based upon the number of
participants during 1989-90.

Students in Arlington already
pay for such things as towel
laundering, uniform cleaning, ex-
tra uniforms and training camps.

However, under the user fee
system, students might be charged
for almost every activity that is not
part of the regular curriculum.

BASEBALL
CARDSHOW

HIGHLAND MALI

JULY 24ST
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694-9430

legislative districts during their
regular session, which ended May
27. But they put off action on the
congressional lines. Texas is
scheduled to gain three more seats

in the U.S. House, for a total of 30, .

Although census officials
acknowledged missing about
560,000 Texans in the count, U.S.
Commerce Secretary Robert
Mosbacher refused Monday to
raise the state’s official tally of 16.9
million residents. :

Texas was one of several states
seeking to have its population
count raised.

Richards said she was ‘very
disappointed’’ over Mosbacher’s
decision, because it denies the
state additional federal aid and
‘‘proper representation in
Congress.”’
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Pay phones reject coins at n{ight

CHICAGO (AP) — Pay phones
in two drug-ravaged
neighborhoods no longer take
coins at night as Illinois Bell tries
to disconnect dealers from their

“Illinois Bell is trying to take

" the phones out of the hands of

criminals and make them
available to our customers when
they need them,” said Sam
Foster, the company’s public
communicauommamget

Foster said Monday that for the
next three months, between 6
pm. and 6 am., more than 50
phones in the two neighborhoods
will work only for emergency,
opera“s tor-assisted or credit card
calls.

people and invades -callers’
privacy.

But ACLU officials had no im-
mediate plarfs to file a lawsuit.
““We don’t think it’s going to work
at all, gnyway,” Miller said.

Two of largest banks may merge

NEW YORK (AP) — The pro-
posed marriage of Chemical
Banking Corp. and Manufac-
turers Hanover Corp. has more
going for it than the typical court-
ship of two giant banks.

They seem to like each other,
live in the same neighborhood
and above all, know it will be the
ultimate marriage of
convenience.

The combination — the biggest
bank merger in U.S. history —
would create a bank with more
than $135 billion in assets, second
only to Citicorp’s $217 billion.

“I believe that it’s an excellent
fit,"’ Martin Lowy, a bank
specialist at the law firm Rosen-
man & Colin in New York, said

Monday. ““I think that as much as
two companies can be compati-
ble, they are.”

A $2 billion merger of two of the
nation’s oldest and largest banks
doesn’t appear to face the
obstacles that have killed propos-
ed mergers in the past: conflic-
ting egos and corporate cultures.

*“The friendship for one another
gave us the confidence that we
had the capacity to pull off what
will be the largest merger in
banking history in this country,”
Chemical Chairman Walter V.
Shipley said at a news conference
with Manufacturers Chairman
John F. McGillicuddy.

The men have known each
other about 30 years.

Bert Convy dies from cancer at 57

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Bert
Convy, the Emmy award-winning
game show host who also starred
in movies, TV series and on
Broadway, died Monday of
cancer. He was 57.

Counvy, who, won an Emmy in
1977 as host of the CBS-TV show
‘““Tattletales,”” was also the
familiar moderator of such shows
as “Win, Lose or Draw” and
‘““Super Password.” He was also a
guest host on ‘“The Tonight Show
Starring Johnny Carson.”’

A star first baseman at North
Hollywood High School, Convy
signed with the Philadelphia
Phillies one day after graduating
and played for their farm teams
in Klamath Falls, Ore., and
Miami, Okla.

He began dabbling in acting
while a student at the University
of California, Los Angeles, in the
1950s, and appeared in the

BERT CONVY

musical ‘‘“The Billy Barnes
Revue” in Los Angeles before
moving to New York. There, he
appeared in 10 Broadway shows,
including the original casts of
‘“‘Cabaret”” and ‘“‘Fiddler on the

Dormitory deaths

NAIROBI, Kenya — Schoolgirls pick through their belongings in
the dormitory of St. Kizito Mixed Secondary School in Meru
district, Kenya, Sunday. About 300 male students, angered by the
giris refusal to participate in a protest against the headmaster,
stormed the dormitory Satui.Jay night in an assault that left 19
schoolgiris dead and nearly 70 injured.
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Summit leaders offer
support, but not cash

LONDON (AP) — Leaders of the
world’s richest nations today of-
fered Mikhail Gorbachev strong
support — but not a bundle of cash
— for economic reforms and ‘‘new
thinking’’ in the Soviet Union. They
also pledged backing for President
Bush’s new push for Middle East
peace.

Gorbachev, in a letter sent in ad-
vance to the summit heads, painted
a bleak picture of conditions in the
Soviet Union, citing critical shor-
tages of food, medicine and pro-
ducts for children. He said the
hardships ‘‘pose a threat to
democratic transformations.”’

Gorbachev said his meeting on
Wednesday with Bush and other
leaders ‘“‘may mark a turning
point”’ in the struggle to transform
his economy. However, Western of-
ficials already have reacted coolly
to his letter, saying it was vague
and did not go far enough

Today’s summit focus was on the
release of a political communique,
giving a verbal boost to Gor-
bachev, who is seeking Western aid
for his beleaguered economy. ‘‘Our
support for the process of fun-
damental reform in the Soviet
Union remains as strong as ever,”’
it said.

Laying the groundwork for his
appeal, Gorbachev told the leaders
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Shoe Sale

. 1/2 PRIGE
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1/2 PRIGE OFF
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Cobbie — Nike

Selby

Connie

and LA Gear

that East-West cooperation had
succeeded ‘‘in making a radical
shift from confrontation to
understanding, from suspicion to
trust i

Along those lines, today’s com-
munique said, ‘“We believe that
new thinking in Soviet foreign
policy . . . should be applied on a
global basis.”’

With the allies split on a big aid
package to Gorbachev, the leaders
are not expected to provide much
more than technical assistance in
fields such as banking, energy and
food distribution, as well as limited
membership in international bank-
ing institutions.

Foreign policy issues command-
ed center stage on the second day
of the summit, pushing disputes on
trade talks, interest rates and farm
subsidies far into the shadows.

Bush said there was ‘‘strong,
strong support’”’ among the allies
for renewed bombing of Iraq unless
Saddam Hussein discloses and
destroys his nuclear program. And
he declared ‘‘a breakthrough’ in
Mideast peace talks because of
Syria’s acceptance of a U.S. pro-

_posal for Arab-Israeli talks.

World

Party makes relief high priority

NANJING, China (AP) — As
widespread flooding ravages the
countryside of eastern China, the
ruling Communist Party — mind-
ful of the historical link between
disasters and peasant rebellions
— has made relief a top priority.

The army, whose image was
tarnished by its brutal crackdown
on pro-democracy demonstrators
in June of 1989, has played a key
role in that relief.

In Build China Village, west of
the provincial capital of Nanjing,
soldiers put up tents for peasants
whose homes were flooded.

The peasants said they were
grateful.

At the Nanjing ferry terminal
on the Yangtze River, where

soldiers helped build flood walls,
a huge banner drove home the
point: “Without the People's
Liberation Army the people
would have nothing.”

Nearly two months of heavy
rains and flooding have killed
about 1,700 people and left at least
2 million homeless

But at almost any given time,
an earthquake, hailstorm,
typhoon, blizzard or drought can
strike some part of this vast coun-
try, adding misery to the hard-
scrabble existence of China’s 800
million peasants.

One of the most unusual aspects
of the current floods is the
government’s new willingness to
show the damage and appeal for
international help.

Couple wins $320,000 for conviction

DARWIN, Australia (AP) — A
couple convicted in the death of
their infant daughter, who they
said was dragged away by a wild
dog, or dingo, was awarded
$320,000 in damages today by the
government. Most went for legal
fees.

The story of Lindy and Michael
Chamberlain, whose convictions
were overturned after a lengthy
legal battle, inspired the movie
“A Cry in the Dark.”

The baby, Azaria, vanished
from the couple’s campsite near
Ayers Rock in central Australia
in August 1980. Her body was
never found.

In 1982, Mrs. Chamberlain was
convicted of murder. Her hus-
band was found guilty of being an

accessory after the fact.

Many people said they believed
Mrs, Chamberlain was guilty
simply because she showed little
outward emotion during the trial.

Mrs. Chamberlain was sentenc-
ed to life in prison, but was releas-
ed in 1986 after the infant’s
jacket, missing since the disap-
pearance, was found-

In 1988, the Northern Territory
government threw out the
convictions.

Northern Territory Attorney-
General Daryl Manzie said that
$306,000 of the award was being
paid to the Seventh Day Adventist
Church. The church, where
Chamberlain once served as a
minister, had covered the cou-
ple’s legal expenses.

Mandela wins permlssmn to appeal

JOHANNESBURG, South
Africa (AP) — Winnie Mandela
today won permission to appeal
her conviction on kidnapping and
assault charges, giving her a
reprieve from starting a six-year
jail term.

Mrs. Mandela beamed when
the judge delivered his decision
following a brief hearing in the
Rand Supreme Court. Her hus-
band, African National Congress
President Nelson Mandela, kiss-
ed her.

Permission to appeal was
granted by the same judge, M.S.
Stegmann, who found Mrs.
Mandela guilty after a sensa-
tional three-month trial.

WINNIE MANDELA
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“l may not agree with what you say, but I will

defend to the death your right to say it.”” — Voltaire

|
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Western standards.

agencies

progress.’’

Xis

notorious anti-Israeli

to have come long ago.

So far. UNDP is standing firm and says that, while
some maodifications may be necessary (most of the
research was done five years ago), it plans to go on
publishing the index. Write on!

Report ranks
freedom level

A number of Third World governments are steaming
about a new report, published by the U.N. Development
Program, that seeks to rank — in addition to such factors
as levels of income, improvements in health care and the
increase in literacy — the degree to which peoples are
free. In the U.N. context, this is revolutionary, since most
member countries are anything but free, at least by

This refreshing trend toward candor began last year
when UNDP, one of the most useful and effective U.N.
it occupies itself with development projects,
not political rhetoric — began emphasizing the need for
popular participation in the development process.

This year it went one better by saying with numbers
what human rights agencies have done with compelling
words for years: telling the truth about the suppression of
human freedom. On a scale from zero to 40, for example

40 being the highest level of freedom — Sweden scored
highest at 38, lraq was dead last at zero, others fell
somewhere in between. The United States got a 33, mak-
img it 13th among 88 countries rated.

What's so interesting about the results, as the report
states, is the ‘“*high correlation between human develop-
meat and human freedom.”” Thus did very poor countries
like China, Zaire, Bangladesh and Kenya score very low
on both scales, while somewhat more developed countries
like India, Egypt, Nigeria and Mexico did somewhat bet-
ter on the freedom scale. (Costa Rica was the only
developing country to score above 30.) ~

“Political freedom,’” the report says, ‘‘seems to have
unleashed the creative energies of the people, and (to
have led) to ever higher levels of income and social

Surely that ought to please anyone who believes in
human freedom. But that’s just the problem: many
regimes simply don’t. Thus did a delegate from Kenya,
whose human rights record grows more appalling every
vear, complain, on behalf of African countries generally,
that they “strongly question’’ the U.N.’s right to publish
such mat=rial. This from a bloc that approved the
Zionism equals racism’’ resolution
i the General Assembly in the 1970s.

Not surprisingly, these world-class hypocrites now want
to suppress future publication of the human freedom in-

. dex One of their concerns appears to be that wealthy na-
tions, which contributed $1.4 billion to UNDP’s aid pro-
gram last year, may increasingly tie Third World aid to
improvements in human rights, an idea whose time ought
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By EUNICE CHOATE
For the Herald

I don't think the young people
who say they are bored to death,
and without MTV there is nothing
to do, are speaking for all the
teenagers in town. I don’t believe
teenagers are any different inside
than we were back in the 1950’s.
Their needs now are pretty much
the same as ours were then.

Then, as now, the world was a
mixture of good and evil, asininity
and grace. What we had in West
Texas in the '50’s was good and it
hasn’t changed all that much.

We didn’t have Pizza Hut, but
we had Masters Drive-In. Ham-
burgers were 45 cents, and
cheeseburgers were 50. The food
was excellent, the service was
great, and the company was the
best in the world. We had each
other. We were imbued with a
sense of excitement that we didn’t
understand, but we went out
almost every night to share it
with our friends.

Our route was always the same:
down Main Street to First, a U-
turn in front of the train depot,
and back up Main to 18th. We
turned right at 18th, left onto
Gregg, and pulled in at Masters
which stood where Payless
Shoesource is now. We bought
cokes and had “‘eye contact’ with
the opposite sex. We laughed and
flirted and gossiped. We were
alive and living! We left Masters
with everyone wanting more of
everything. We drove through the
City Park and then back to town
to do it all over again. We were
dragging Main.

We spent our summer- days at
the City Park pool. Those who
didn’t have jobs worked at home.
We washed, ironed, cooked, clean-
ed and ran errands. We finished

S

what we could before the pool
opened, and left around four
o’clock to run home and finish the
rest. Boys with jobs sacked
groceries at Safeway on Gregg
Street, or at Piggly Wiggly on
Runnels between 2nd and 3rd.
Others set up pins at the bowling
alley, hired out as golf caddies, or
worked part time at Cosden. Some
were lifeguards at the pool and
thrilled the girls with their
authority and their tans.

Often, after supper, when the
dishes were washed and the kit-
chen floor was swept, we gathered
in neighborhoods all over town to
play kick-the-can or hide-and-
seek. These games are best
played at dusk, in twilight, when
teenagers with crushes can duck
behind a lilac bush or a trash can
for one innocent kiss before get-
ting on with the game.

When we weren’t in our yards
or at the pool, we went to the YM-
CA across the street from the
First Methodist Church. We
played basketball, volleyball, and
ping-pong. My friend Toni
remembers taking fencing lessons
one summer and Julie remembers
ceramics classes. We all
remember the dances.

Rock’n’roll was our music. We
jitterbugged and slow-danced
wherever we could plug in our
portable record players — on
patios and driveways and under
the big park pavillion. We danced

at Chubby'’s Patio across from the
Terrace Drive-In, and the music
of Hoyle Nix & His West Texas
Cowboys when we could catch a
ride to the Stampede.

We got our driver’s licenses at
14, but; well into our later teens,
we walked and rode bicycles. We
got together any way we could.
We played softball on vacant lots
and Monopoly at someone’s house.
We gathered at Bell’s Pharmacy,
the State Drugstore, and Ritz
Drug for cherry cokes, lime
cokes, and each others’ company.
We avoided Walgreens because of
the fast boys that hung out on that
corner. Our reputations were im-
portant and we guarded them.

But we had our moments. There
were vandals among us, but
something about the character of
our peer pressure kept the worst
of the lot in line. Between 8th and
12th grades, our friends could do
no wrong. We helped each other
when we could and kept our
mouths shut when we couldn’t. We
fell in and out of love as often as
we fell into and out of the pool,
and yesterday'’s love was today's
louse, with no real harm done to
anyone. We went to the Ritz every
Friday night and Sunday after-
noon to see, not the movie, but
each other.

We did it all on the same streets
the kids drive down today. The
Sonic has replaced Masters,
Gregg St. has replaced Main, and,
if the kids don’t dance in the park
anymore, you can bet they're dan-
cing somewhere. They still have
eye-contact, still share secrets,
and still watch out for their
friends.

I can’t believé they are any dif-
ferent than we were — MTV or no
MTV.

Addresses

In Austin:
TROY FRASER, Represen-
tative, 69th District, P.O. Box

2910, Austin, TX 78711. Phone:
263-1307 or 512-463-0688.

JOHN T. MONTFORD, Senator,
28th District, P.O. Box 12068,
Austin, TX 78711. Phone:
806-744-5555 or 512-463-0128.

GIB LEWIS, Speaker of the

House, State Capitol, Austin, TX
78701. Phone: 512-475-3311
BOB BULLOCK, Lieutenant
Governor, State Capitol, Austin,
TX 78701. Phone: 512-463-0001.
ANN RICHARDS, Governor,
State Capitol, Austin, TX 78701.

Mailbag

Tragedy brings out
the real Big Spring

To the editor:

You hear a lot of complaints
about Big Spring. Some of these
complaints may be justified and
we should voice our opinions and
try to set things right. But when
tragedy strikes, the recal Big Spr
ing appears. The real Big Spring
came to the front July 4 at Com
anche Trail Lake. We, the family
of Paul Holmes, can attest to that

There are no words to express

our love and gratitude to everyone

who helped us through the most
trying time we have ever faced

There were so many people in
volved and we don’t want to
overlook anyone

To the young men who tried to
save Paul, we will never forget
what you did

We would like to thank the AM
personnel, members of the fire
department, police of icers, Salva
tion Army, the drivers, volunteer :
in the boats and everyone who
helped in some way. You were so
kind and caring. We will never
forget you

Thank you, our pastor Brother
Claude Craven, and the loving
people of Trinity Baptist Church.

Paul was a typical teenage boy,
full of life and hope. He was a
quiet, polite young man. He was 2
Christian boy, who loved His
Lord. He had a multitude of
friends and people who loved him

He will be missed
Thank you, Big Spring.
PAULA UNDERWOOD
And THE FAMILY OF
PAUL HOLMES
1601 Main

Column brings
shred of comfort

To the editor:

I read Gary Shanks egregious
Around the Rim column, dated
July 9, 1991. I think he owes an
apology to the citizens of
Coahoma I found a shred of com
fort in the column. I am relieved
to know if I am called to serve our
country in time of war. my
parents will not have to worry
about me, Gary suffered enough
for all America while his wife was
serving in Saudi

SGT. NYE P. JUSTICE
4130A Andice Road
Georgetown, Texas 78628

Alcohol not
racial issue

To the editor:

Thank you for your coverage o!
local events. I depend on you

In my opinion, having our parks
free of intoxicating beverages is
not a racial issue.

Alcohol addiction crosses all
lines and knocks down people of
all races and nationalities

I really admire grocery stores
like the Lil Sooper in Coahoma
which does not sell booze.
Perhaps soon we will all get
serious about building a saner

world

Maybe communities like ours
and individuals who feel called to
serve the highest purposes can
help persons who rely on drugs to
have a good time to find better
ways. I am in favor of the con-
certs at the amphitheater and
golf, etc.

When will we see that drug use
is taking our society down a
wasteful and ugly path?

NANCY PATRICK
1507 Scurry

Some straight talk
about beer in park

To the editor:

Maybe straight talk is not
polite. Attempting to remain
“polite’” has tripped us up on the
question of ‘‘sale of beer at Com-
anche Trail Amphitheatre.”

Lets talk straight to the ques-
1tion. What we are thinking (not
saying) is: Should Taxpayers be
expensed to provide a place for in-
dividual profit from sales of a
drug”?

Alcohol is admitted to be a
more socially expensive vice than
the ‘“‘hard drugs’’. We have ruled
there can be no sales of hard
drugs within certain distances
from our schools. . . The youth
who attend any concert are going
to be below adult age; as at
school they should be protected
from a drug pushed by sale for
profit.

Taxpayers own this land at the
C.T. Park, Ampitheater, Lake
Park, and Golf Course. All the
costs have to be backed up by tax

money. . .. As a taxpayer I am
not generous enough to want to
furnish a ‘freebie’ sales place for
an alcohol merchant. Let that
merchant own his own store,
maintain it and pay taxes to the
community. . . .

Could we permit the riders to
bring their own drinks and enough
to treat one or two buddies, but no
sales on taxpayer-owned land?
The same rule would apply at
lakes and at the amphitheatre.
B.Y.O.B. and no litter. B.Y.O.B.
privilege continuing dependent
upon no littering on that property.

I am a border-line
diabetic . . . a lover of sweets. At
a store I restrict myself to avoid
buying too many sweets . . . With
sweets in the house, all my con-
trol is gone. I bought it to
eat . . . B.Y.0O.B. will probably
have the same restraint on an in-
dividual who has trouble with self-
restraint. It could be a help.

ROZELLE DOHONEY
16009 East 16th St.

Recession limits
taxpayers money too

To the editor:

A few days :go I heard a politi-
c'an on TV, and he said that most
certainly the state needed a state
income tax to raise money
because we are in a recession and
there wasn’t enough money. May
he and all other politicians know
that a recession limits the tax-
payer’s funds, too. Aren’t we all
becoming very tired of that old

, “‘Raise the taxes because
the money available won’t meet

the proposed budget’’? If the

funds available won’t meet the
proposed budget, then it is high
time to make a budget that will fit
just the same as we individuals
all do. Somewhere the mistaken
belief has come that if we want
something, it is a need, and we
should have it regardless. Taxes
are becoming larger each year,
income tax goes up, and even
sales tax has become a large
percent.

We are told how well off we are,
but look at our four trillion dollar
indebtedness. No matter whether
it is city, state, county or federal
level, we must have common
sense prevail. Taxpayers, let it be
known how you feel.

RODNEY TILLER
P.O. Box 444
Coahoma, Texas

Letters

Letters to the editor on issues of
general interest always are welcomed by
the Big ing Herald and always are
printed if these guidelines are followed:

Letters should be 350 words or less,
typewritten if possible, and double-
spaced. If not, the handwriting must be
Ie%l:ek to reduce mistakes.

y are subject to , but the
essence of the writer’s message will not
be altered. Letters exceeding the
350-word limit will be cut.

** They must be signed, free of libelous
statements and in good taste. Poli‘ical
endorsements won’t be accepted . ring a
ca ign,; candidates are allowe a
letter during a campaign. | tters
listing numerous to projecis are

not 5

write your name and address on
the letter and include a daytime phone
number for verification. Letters submit-
ted without signatures won’t be
published.

Art
Buchwald

Blame
films, TV
for LAPD
excesses

The commission report from
Los Angeles concerning its police
department indicates that the
organization was rife with brutali-
ty and lawlessness. It spelled out
the LAPD excesses in shocking
detail and called for the resigna-
tion of Daryl F. Gates who, up un-
til recently, was the city’s pillar
of law and order.

What happened is anybody’s
guess. Mine is that the blame for
most of the problem lies with the
movie and television industries.
They were producing so many
feature films and TV dramas us-
ing L.A. Police Department per-
sonnel, that no one was paying
any attention to what the regular
police were doing out in the
streets.

Whenever the movie studios
needed police for a film, the most
convenient organization to sign up
was the LAPD. It was also the
cheapest because the studios
didn’t have to go out of town on
location for SWAT teams.

It reached the point that the
more police shows Hollywood
made, the more the LAPD was
tied up. Gates had a larger
number of men at Warner
Brothers than he did at Watts.
The police chief cooperated with
the studios because he wanted his
department to have a good image
around the world. He succeeded in
his mission until rank amateurs
started taking home videos of his
men without his permission.

When the home videos got much
higher ratings than the fictional
shows made at the studios, Gates
was devastated. He couldn’t
understand why people would
rather watch bad cops filmed by
amateurs than good cops who
were directed by top profes-
sionals. He even thought about
having video cameras banned in
L.A., or at least having the home
videos rated X if they made his
cops look bad.

The L.A. police, as portrayed by
Disney Productions, was Gates’
idea. You never saw cops use
racial epithets or handcuff so-
meone and then beat him up.

This was not only because Gates
wouldn’t permit it -- neither would
a sponsor.

There's no doubt that if
members of the LAPD behaved as
well on the streets as they did on
the screen, the commission would
have given the department a ‘10"’
for police performance. If Gates
made a mistake, and no one said
that he did, he assigned all his
best behaved men to the movies -
and all the dunderheads to go out
and fight crime. The good guys
never got to fight the bad guys,
because they were too busy driv-
ing police cars for Paramount
Pictures.

There is a belief that because
the good police were given all the
cushy jobs at Universal Studios,
the dunderheads became jealous
and took it out on the suspects
they arrested. Those in the know
were not surprised when the
dunderheads got mad and beat up
people for no good reason.

Some of his supporters say that
Gates is getting a bad rap. When
you receive a call from Columbia
Pictures for 100 motorcycle
policemen, no self-respecting
police chief is just going to sit on
his hands and do nothing.

The only reason that the police
chief should be censored is if he
knew what was going on. Common
sense indicates that he did not.
Gates was so tied up supplying
police chases for Clint Eastwood
there was no way for him to know
that his men were using their
baseball bats to exceed their
authority.

The big question is, can
Hollywood survive the latest
LAPD flap? People believe it can.
For every bad cop in the barrel,
there is an Angie Dickinson doing
her job anonymously and
selflessly.

She is known around City Hall
as a “good cop.”

Gates and the L.A. Police
Department wish they had a lot
more like her.

Y
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Lifestyle

Youthful

DEAR ABBY: I am a 31-year-
old married (with children)
woman. I have an embarrassing
secret. .

When I was 20, I was arrested
on a felony charge —transporta-:

mlstake

haunts jobseeker

tion of pot into a prison. The

Dear
Abby

charge was dropped to a misde-
meanor, and I was given a one-
year probation since I had never
been in trouble before as an adult.
I haven’t been in any trouble
since then.

I have noticed that on ]Ob ap-
plications certain questions are
asked about ‘‘any arrests.” I
don't want to lie on a job applica-
tion and risk being caught and
later being fired — or even being
sent to jail because of lying on the
application. So, my question is
this: Since my arrest was so long
ago, is there a way for me to have
it sealed so that I can put that
part of my life behind me and not
worry about it following me for
the rest of my life?

Please don’t print my name or
address. — GOING STRAIGHT

DEAR GOING STRAIGHT: In
some states, if the offender was
under 21 years of age when the
crime was committed and has
subsequently proved to be of good
character, the record can be ex-
punged (destroyed). Consult a
lawyer. It may cost a few hun-
dred dollars, but the peace of
mind would be well worth the
price.

* * *

DEAR ABBY: In a recent letter
from ‘‘Heartbroken in Lakewood,
N.J.,” the writer was distressed
over the death of her pet from in-
gesting antifreeze left on the
driveway, and cautioned your
readers to hose down their
driveways so that their pets are
not poisoned.

Abby, unintentional acts of
pollution are not only dangerous
to residents and their pets, but
have similar impacts on the fish
and wildlife who are on the
receiving end of our storm
(drain) water. Most liquid
substances washed into storm
drains get dumped, untreated, in-
to our rivers and lakes — where

one pint of oil will produce a one-
acre oil slick.

The Congress and states are at-
tempting to clean up storm
drainage as part of the Clean
Water Act. Disposing of oil, an-
tifreeze, paint or paint thinner,
household cleansers and other
substances by dumping them into
gutters and storm drains not only
damages the environment but is
also a crime.

So, Abby, urge your readers to
call their local public works
department and find out where to
dump used oil and how to proper-
ly dispose of other toxic liquids.
Remember, for most of us, the
water you wash away could be so-
meone else’s water supply!
Please don’t put anything down a
gutter or storm drain that you
wouldn’t want to drink or swim
in. —BERT McCOLLAM,
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC
WORKS, SACRAMENTO,
CALIF.

DEAR MR. McCOLLAM: Con-
sider it done! Read on:

DEAR ABBY: In reference to
Fluffy, the sweet little dog who
lapped up the antifreeze her
owner left in the driveway, it isn’t
clear whether the Sunday
mechanic collected most of the
antifreeze and spilled a little, or
just drained it on the driveway.

Abby, if the antifreeze killed
Fluffy, just imagine what it would
do to the environment if it were
hosed off the driveway and into
the ecosystem.

Please, tell your readers that
ALL antifreeze (as well as oils)
should be collected and disposed
of properly. Shops that change oil
must, by law, accept used oil. —
J.HK., HEMPSTEAD, N.Y.

Readers can write to Abby at P.O.

Box 69440, Los Angeles, Calif.|

90069.
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Key: ‘Don’t let the little things get to you.’

By DEBBIE LINCECUM
Staff Writer

Bi ing native Randy Key
said ided a long time ago not
to let disability slow him down.

Nine years ago, an automobile
accident changed Key’s life. When
the truck his friend was driving
was broadsided by another vehicle,
Key, a passenger, was the most
seriously hurt. He was paralyzed
from the waist down and hasn’t
been able to walk since.

‘““The doctors first told me I
wouldn’t be able to walk, and I
guess I accepted it,”’ Key said. “‘I
aceepted it and I didn’t. But you
never give up hope.”’

Once an oilfield welder, Key took
on a trade that, although different,
was remarkably similar.

“I had a friend who worked in
jewelry repair. She said I should
come down during the day and
learn the trade,” Key said. “It's
different, but along the same lines
really. I picked it up pretty easy.”

Now employed by Chaney’s
Jewelers & Gifts, Key repairs
valuable, delicate pieces and
mounts stones.

In his spare time, he hunts, goes
fishing and practices his shooting
skills with a local club. He drives a
pickup truck equipped with hand
controls and participates in ac-
tivities with the Jaycees.

Key said being confined to a
wheelchair changed his life, but
didn’t slow him down.

“I don’t think I take things for
granted as much as I used to,”’ he
said. ‘‘Before, I was always so
busy, wrapped up in my work. I
didn’t notice things around me,”

Soon after he learned he would be
paralyzed from the waist down,
Key said he was angry and

Herons foul

CHARLESTON, S.C. (AP) — The
little baby herons wandering
around Washington Park on spind-
ly legs may be cute, but the birds
are forcing artists and tourists to
be careful where they walk and
when they look up.

From late winter through early
summer, the yellow-crowned night
herons nest in the popular park
next to City Hall where office
workers and tourists sit to enjoy
'the scenery Or a bag lunch! = *

But during recent years, anyone

Big Spring resident Randy Key looks back before
climbing into his pickup truck, which has been

modified with hand controls. Paralyzed from the

depressed, common feelings. Be-
ing the father of two, however, he
said he couldn’t

“I still feel the anger,”’ he said.
“But I don’t let it get to me. I just
put it away in a little box and leave
it there.”

His family, Key said, reacted
tvpically as well. They wanted to

help him with all the things he
needed to learn to do for himself.
‘““That was hard. I had to learn to

re-do things by myself,”’ he said.
“It helped me grow.”
Now he frequently tells his

friends and other people facing
disability to enjoy every day to its
fullest. On short vacation trips to

scenic Charleston park

who does so risks aerial assault by
bird droppings.

“They eat crabs and shrimp. So-
meone referred to each of the drop-
pings as being a quarter of a cup of
the most foul liquid you can im-
agine,’’ said Steve Livingston, city
parks director.

And the problem is getting
worse.
This year, 174 herons were

counted in the 1.5 acre park during

“ nesting season. Four years ago,

there were no more than six. There

By SHAWN G. HENRY
National Geographic

PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti —
By 7 a.m. mothers are sitting
quietly on the wooden benches in-
side the clinic, cradling their frail
young children in their laps,
waiting for their names to be
called.

One by one they are shunted in-
to a cramped, dimly lighted doc-
tor’s office, then to the pharmacy
for medications. Next, each
mother is handed a dollop of pink
medicated soap and a small
plastic tub in which to bathe her
baby.

Once bathed, some babies and
their mothers fill the clinic’s
small cafeteria, where they
receive milk and soup. Although
the food is intended only for
children, many mothers share the
meal. For some, like Ivse
Dorsene, the daily visit to the
clinic provides the only food of the
day.

Dorsene, 26, and her daughter,
Cristela, not yet 2, have been
coming to the clinic for less than
two months, but already Dorsene
notices improvement in her child.

“She could not walk or sit up
before coming,”’ she says. Now

A child of Cite Soleil, 3-year-old
Novula Saenlier is growing up in
perhaps the poorest section of
the poorest city in the Western
Hemisphere, the Haitian capital
of Port-au-Prince.

mobile and alert, Cristela is still
the size of an mfant In Haiti,
12-year-olds often look 5.

But Haitians are hopeful that
this pitiful pattern will change
under the democratic administra-

tion of their recently inaugurated™

president, the Rev. Jean-
Bertrand Aristide, a priest from
the slums who has championed
the cause of the poor.

Up to 150 children a day receive
care at the Center for Preven-
tative Health, one of two prenatal)
and pediatric clinics operated by
the Medical Social Complex of
Cite Soleil. This ‘‘City of the Sun,”’
an infamous slum of the Haitian
capital of Port-Au-Prince, is
perhaps the poorest section of the
poorest city in the Western
Hemisphere.

More than 50 percent of
children brought to the clinic suf-
fer from malnutrition, some so
severely that they show the
telitale bloated bellies and red-
tinged hair of third-degree
malnutrition.

The cinder-block clinic is an
oasis in Cite Soleil, where the
harsh Haitian sun intensifies the
stench rising from open sewers.
When it rains and the ground
turns to jelly, it is easy to sink up
to the ankles in human and
animal waste.

Row after row of wooden
shacks, inhabited mostly by peo-
ple fleeing the impoverished
countryside, line the streets and
dirt paths. Like many of Cite
Soleil’s 150,000 to 200,000
residents, Dorsene was driven to
the city from the countryside by
dreams of something better.

But both she and her husband
are unemployed. The percentage
of those unemployed in Cite Soleil
is even higher than the nearly 50
percent unemployment rate for
all of Haiti.

Although Cite Soleil’s open
sewers contribute to epidemics of
sanitation-related diseases,
malnutrition is the leading killer
of the young.

A 1990 study by the Pan
American Health Organization
indicates that more than 21 per-
cent of Haitian children age 5 and
under suffer from malnutrition.
Of every 1,000 Haitian children,

Haitian children’s hunger fed with hope

Only half of the children of a 35-year-old widow on the impoverish-
ed Haitian island of La Gonave, these youngters show the strains
of their meager existence. The pile of beans on the ground is their
mother’s share of the harvest from neighboring farms.

161 die before reaching age 5, the
U.S. Agency for International
Development reports.

But ‘“‘there seems to be a
definite improvement in the
nutritional status,”” Dr. Miguel

Gueri of the Pan American
Health Organization tells Na-
tional Geographic. A similar 1978
study found that 38 percent of
Haitian children age 5 and under
were malnourished. Nutritional-
education campaigns have made
a difference.

Haiti, sharing the Caribbean
island of Hispaniola with the
Dominican Republic, is both the
hemisphere’s poorest nation and
its newest democracy. It was
brutalized and ravaged —
notoriously during the 29-year
Duvalier family dictatorship.

Decades of political oppression
and corruption, coupled with an
exploding population, degrada
tion of the land and stagnation of
agricultural productivity, have
left Haiti struggling to feed its
children.

Huhger even extends offshore.
On the rural island of La Gonave,
about 35 miles and a six-hour

Associated Press photos

coal-boat ride from Port-Au-
Prince, people find it hard to feed
themselves. Most are farmers
and fishermen.

Lisina Ulsin, a 35-year-old
widow whose husband died in a
Dominican Republic sugar-cane
field last year, struggles to sup-
port her eight children.

She owns no land and has no
hope of a paying job. When possi-
ble she labors in the fields of
neighboring farmers in exchange
for a small share of the harvest.
But often, the harvests are too
meager to be shared.

“La Gonave is the poorest,
most disinherited place in Haiti,”
says a development-agency of-
ficial in Port-Au-Prince<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>