
By STEVE REAGAN
Staff Writer

To build or not to build — that will be
the question facing Big Spring
Independent School District officials
and taxpayers in the coming year.

Faced with facilities that have been
described as aging at best and obsolete
at worst, BSISD officials are likely to
call for a construction bond sometime in
2008.

After two years of study, educators are
readying for action. The first step will
be a Jan. 31 public forum, at which time
administrators and trustees will solicit
public input on construction plans that
have been developed over the past sev-
eral months.

Those plans call for construction of a
new “mega” elementary campus, clo-
sure of Bauer and Washington elemen-
taries, converting Moss, Marcy and
Kentwood schools to house students in

kindergarten and first grade and replac-
ing the roof at Big Spring High School
while installing portable science labs at
that campus.

Preliminary estimates place the cost of
these projects at $34 million. Costs will
be firmed up within the next few
months, officials said.

These projects are part of a 40-year
plan to give a total facelift to Big Spring
schools — and with construction costs
constantly rising, officials say the soon-

er the work begins, the better.
“With commercial construction infla-

tion rates at 8 percent or higher the past
several years, and an anticipation of
high inflation rates for the future, it’s
imperative we have a solid plan in place
soon to save as many of the inevitable
expenses as we can,” said BSISD
Superintendent Michael Downes.

“We’ve spent two years of study in 

See BSISD, Page 3A
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BSISD, taxpayers face tough choices

CHAPARRAL, N.M. (AP) — Getting a
tattoo can be a painful proposition, but
usually it’s just the needle you have to
worry about.

Two men trying to trace a loaded .357-
caliber Magnum as a pattern for a tattoo
accidentally shot themselves, the Otero
County Sheriff’s Department said Monday.

Robert Glasser and Joey Acosta, both
22, were treated at a hospital in El Paso
after the shooting Thursday evening in
nearby Chaparral.

Authorities said Glasser was struck in
the hand when the gun accidentally went
off, and Acosta was hit in the left arm.
Their injuries were not life-threatening.

DANGEROUS TATTOO

LAKE WORTH, Fla. (AP) — A Florida
man was about halfway through a plate of
steamed clams when he chomped down
on something hard — a rare, iridescent
purple pearl.

George Brock and his wife, Leslie, had
been spending a day at the beach Friday
in South Florida and stopped at Dave’s
Last Resort & Raw Bar for a bite. Their
find could be worth thousands.

“Few are round and few are a lovely
color, so this is rare,” said gemologist
Antoinette Matlins. 

The Brocks, of Royal Palm Beach, plan
to have the pearl appraised and said they
may sell it if it is valuable.

PEARL OF A DINNER

LEWISTON, N.Y. (AP) — Border agents
pulled four live birds from the pockets of a
pigeon collector and a traveling compan-
ion trying to enter the United States from
Canada.

The pair were stopped Sunday at the
Lewiston-Queenston Bridge border cross-
ing, where they told inspectors they were
on their way to visit an uncle, Customs
and Border Protection spokesman Kevin
Corsaro said.

Inspectors found the pigeons wrapped
and taped from neck to tail in pockets of
the pair’s coats after they asked the men
from Uxbridge, Ontario, to remove their
jackets.

SMUGGLING IN PIGEONS?
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WWELCOMEDELCOMED HOMEHOME!!

Courtesy photos

Marine Cpl. Lisa Carillo and Navy seaman
Mechelle Warneke, both of Big Spring,
received a big welcome at Midland
International Airport from members of the
Permian Basin Welcome Home
Committee when they returned home for
the holidays. In top photo, Warneke, who
just finished basic training at Great
Lakes, Ill., is welcomed by PBWHC coor-
dinator Vickie Gomez. At left, Carillo is
reunited with her mother, Debbie
Ramirec, and her brothers, Adrian and
Aaron Juarez. Carillo, who is stationed at
the Pensacola Naval Air Station in
Florida, is on a 30-day stay and is cur-
rently serving as a assistant recruiter in
Midland. 

By STEVE REAGAN
Staff Writer

Howard College’s unof-
ficial motto for 2008 may
very well be “Dig We
Must.”

A variety of construc-
tion and renovation pro-
jects authorized by voters
in 2007 are
expected to
begin in
earnest within
the next few
months at the
c o l l e g e ’ s
Birdwell Lane
campus.

College offi-
cials are busily
meeting with engineers
and architects to deter-
mine the best time to
launch the myriad pro-
jects, but College
President Dr. Cheryl
Sparks  is hopeful the
first substantial work will
begin late in the spring.

“We’re going to try as
much as we can not to
impact classroom stud-
ies,” Sparks said. “Of
course, that will be next
to impossible, but we’re
going to do the best we
can.”

In 2007, voters approved
$21.6 million in projects
that will impact just
about every building on
campus. Among needs to
be addressed by renova-
tion are:

Among those needs are:
• Infrastructure con-

cerns such as water,
sewer and gas lines,

underground electrical
service and heating, ven-
tilation and air condition-
ing systems.

• “Building envelope”
needs such as replace-
ment of aging brick and
mortar, windows, doors
and gas and electrical ser-
vices in laboratory facili-
ties.

• Interior repairs and
upgrades such as asbestos
removal, and replacement
of some floors, walls, fur-
niture, fixtures and
equipment.

In addition, the bond
proposal was worded to
allow trustees to replace
buildings if renovation
costs prove to be too pro-
hibitive.

“Our goal is to maintain
every structure we can,”
Sparks said. “If we find
the cost of rehabilitating
the building is too high,
we’ll look at tearing the
building down ... but
that’s not our first priori-
ty.”

Sparks said the college
is truly taking a team
approach to prioritizing
and scheduling renova-
tion projects. Officials are
meeting with a variety of
people — architects, col-
lege instructors and engi-
neers, to name a few — to
figure out the best way to
proceed.

Portable classrooms
from San Angelo will
soon be on campus to be
used as “swing space,” 

See COLLEGE, Page 3A

Looking ahead
Bond issue projects
to begin in near future
on college’s campus

SPARKS

BCS system still
in need of some
revamping.

Page 1B

Tuesday, Page 1A, 1-1-08  1/1/08  9:10 AM  Page 1 Network Macintosh HD:Desktop Folder:



HERALDBIG
SPRING

Do you have an interesting sports item or
story  idea? Call Jonathan Hull at 263-
7331, Ext. 237. Email results to: 
sports@bigspringherald.comSportsSports
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Individuals needed
to referee area
basketball games

Individuals are need-
ed to referee area sub-
varsity basketball
games for the 2007-08
season.

Anyone interested
should call Adam
Rodriguez at 517-0300.

2007-2008 NCAA
Division I-A college
bowl schedule

TODAY
Outback Bowl
At Tampa, Fla.
Payout: $3.1 million
Wisconsin (9-3) vs.

Tennessee (9-4), 10 a.m.
(ESPN)

Cotton Bowl
At Dallas
Payout: $3 million
Missouri (11-2) vs.

Arkansas (8-4), 10:30
a.m. (FOX)

Capital One Bowl
At Orlando, Fla.
Payout: $4.25 million
Michigan (8-4) vs.

Florida (9-3), Noon
(ABC)

Gator Bowl
At Jacksonville, Fla.
Payout: $2.25 million
Virginia (9-3) vs.

Texas Tech (8-4), Noon
(CBS)

Rose Bowl
At Pasadena, Calif.
Payout: $17 million
Southern California

(10-2) vs. Illinois (9-3),
3:30 p.m. (ABC)

Sugar Bowl
At New Orleans
Payout: $17 million
Hawaii (12-0) vs.

Georgia (10-2), 7:30
p.m. (FOX)

JAN. 2
Fiesta Bowl
At Glendale, Ariz.
Payout: $17 million
West Virginia (10-2)

vs. Oklahoma (11-2), 7
p.m. (FOX)

JAN. 3
Orange Bowl
At Miami
Payout: $17 million
Kansas (11-1) vs.

Virginia Tech (11-2), 7
p.m. (FOX)

JAN. 5
International Bowl
At Toronto
Payout: $750,000
Rutgers (7-4) vs. Ball

State (7-5), 11 a.m.
(ESPN2)

JAN. 6
GMAC Bowl
Mobile, Ala.
Payout: $750,000
Tulsa (9-4) vs.

Bowling Green (8-4), 7
p.m. (ESPN)

JAN. 7
BCS National

Championship
At New Orleans
Payout: $17 million
Ohio State (11-1) vs.

LSU (11-2), 7 p.m.
(FOX)

Crossroads high
school varsity
sports calendar

WEDNESDAY
Big Spring boys bas-

ketball at Lubbock
Cooper, 1 p.m.

FRIDAY
Big Spring girls bas-

ketball vs. Plainview,
7:30 p.m.

Coahoma boys and
girls basketball vs.
Haskell, 6:30 p.m.

Forsan boys and girls
basketball at Midland
Classical, 6:30 p.m.

IINN B BRIEFRIEF

FF
our bowl games start
around the lunch hour
New Year’s Day. That’s
just an

appetizer, though.
Save some room
for the main
course, beginning
later in the day
with the Rose
Bowl and then
enjoy something
sweet for dessert
with the Sugar
Bowl.

If you’re a bowl
enthusiast like me, then those
two games can only cure your
appetite for so long. Fortunately
with the BCS, we’re treated to
primetime games for two more
nights. With this bowl season
already proving to be one of the
more exciting in recent memo-
ry, certainly the games more
highly anticipated than all the
others will deliver more memo-
rable performances, right?

Right?
OK, maybe not. Let’s face it.

Some of the BCS games are set
up to be yawners. 

There’s the traditional New
Year’s Day game that is proba-
bly wound too tight in its tradi-
tions and has tainted the BCS
bowl lineup.

Another squad goes into their
marquee matchup without its
head coach because apparently
the school wasn’t illustrious
enough to keep him away from
Michigan.

One of the at-large bids
sneaked its way into a BCS
game despite playing only one
team with a winning record this
season. Oh, and by the way, the
BCS team lost that game.

The best matchup of the BCS
bowls features an undefeated
squad that survived a schedule
filled with one quality opponent.

So this is the marquee of the
bowl season? I had an easier
time getting more hyped up
about Navy and Utah playing in
the Poinsettia Bowl.

I am a proponent of the bowl
system. However, I think the
selection process is all wrong.
The best matchups were not
generated by this system and
the best teams in the country
weren’t neccesarily included. 

There will never be a long,

drawn out playoff in college
football and if this is the system
we’re stuck with, then it’s time
to tweak it the right way and
give better matchups. 

Here’s what my BCS lineup
would’ve looked like.

• Rose Bowl: USC vs. Ohio
State - The Buckeyes don’t
belong in the national champi-
onship. The Big 10 was weak
and Illinois definitely doesn’t
deserve to be in a BCS bowl.
However, Ohio State against
USC in the most historical bowl
game would be a great matchup.

• Sugar Bowl: Georgia vs.
Missouri - Kansas is another
unworth team in the BCS.
Missouri beat them late in the
season and played a tougher
schedule. Chase Daniel also has
more drawing power than any-
one on the Jayhawks’ squad.
Georgia’s defense would give
Mizzou an incredible challenge
and the game might produce
one of the favorites for next
year’s national title.

• Orange Bowl: Boston College
vs. West Virginia - Florida is
the most deserving team left,
but can’t be in the game
because two SEC teams are
already in the BCS. So it comes
down to Arizona State, Illinois
or Boston College. BC has
played the tougher schedule and
has a better selling point in
quarterback Matt Ryan. Two
former Big East rivals battle for
supremacy in this game.

• BCS Championship: LSU vs.
Virginia Tech - LSU pounded
the Hokies earlier in the season,
but this is a different Virginia
Tech team. The Hokies have
found their identity on offense
and are playing as good of
defense as anyone else in the
country. Sure, both teams would
have two losses, but in the cur-
rent system, this is the best pos-
sible matchup at this time of
year.

Regardless of what I think, the
games are already laid out for
us. So here’s a look at all the
BCS games minus the national
championship.

Rose Bowl
Illinois (9-3) vs. USC (10-2)
3:30 p.m. today (ABC)

Last bowl appearances: LSU
47, Illinois 34 (2001 Sugar); USC

32, Michigan 18 (2006 Rose).
Synopsis: The “Granddaddy of

Them All” has delivered the
least interesting matchup of the
BCS bowls and all because of
the Rose Bowl’s commitment to
tradition.

Illinois is a good story. Head
Coach Ron Zook has done a
great job of turning the program
around and there are two ath-
letes on the Illini that will bring
excitement to the contest.
Running back Rashard
Mendenhall and quarterback
Isaiah “Juice” Williams are
playmakers and the reason Ohio
State has a blemish on its
record. 

Still, you’re going to tell me
that honoring tradition and see-
ing Illinois take on USC instead
of Oklahoma or Georgia is bet-
ter? 

Defense isn’t what usually

comes to mind when USC foot-
ball is brought up. The Trojans
have always been a dominant
offensive team. Thoughts of
Reggie Bush and Matt Leinart
immediately begin to cloud the
mind. 

This isn’t a typical USC squad,
though. The Trojans have the
best trio of linebackers in the
country — juniors Brian
Cushing and Rey Mauamaluga
and senior Keith Rivers. 

Prediction: USC 34, Illinois
14 – Some argue the Trojans are
playing the best football in the
country. 

I don’t feel that way. I like
Virginia Tech, Oklahoma and
LSU more, but it’s hard to deny
what the Trojans have done
defensively. 

See BOWLS, Page 2B

BCS still needs some revamping

By Dave Goldberg
AP Football Writer

Any handicapping of the play-
offs starts, of course, with the
Patriots, the first team ever to
finish a regular season 16-0 and
only the second to go unbeaten in
the modern era. Indianapolis is
right behind them, and the rest
of the AFC is follows.

But Terrell Owens’ injury and
Dallas’ bad form lately makes the
NFC a free-for-all, a conference
where an argument might be
made for any of the six playoff
entries. 
AFC

1. New England (16-0, top
seed). There’s no way to argue
against the Patriots. But Bill
Belichick and his players will
concede they needed a little luck
to finish unbeaten. There were
three 3-point wins, including one
against 5-11 Baltimore when they
needed a couple of fortuitous late
calls, one against them that
wound up to their benefit.

Until anyone proves otherwise,
the clear favorite to head to
Arizona and win a fourth title
this decade.

2. Indianapolis (13-3, second
seed). Still the team with the
best chance of knocking off New
England, even if Marvin
Harrison is iffy. Led the Patriots
by 10 points with 10 minutes left
at home before losing 24-20.

The Colts are better equipped
than in the past for winter
weather, especially because New
England’s wide-open offense
might not be ideal for a blustery
day in Massachusetts. 

3. San Diego (11-5, third
seed). Should get by Tennessee

and get to Indy, where the
Chargers have had success
before by putting pressure on
Peyton Manning.

The big question is Philip
Rivers, who has had a so-so sea-
son at quarterback. 

4. Jacksonville (11-5, fifth
seed). The Jaguars are trendy
because they are a southern team
with a northern offense, which
they will need in Pittsburgh and
again in New England if they get
by the Steelers. They won 29-22
in Pittsburgh on Dec. 16, rushing
for 224 yards against a team
that’s supposed to be solid a

The Jags won’t be favored if
they get to New England. But
they have a chance if QB David
Garrard keeps his composure. A
chance is all anyone can ask for
against the Patriots.

5. Pittsburgh (10-6, fourth
seed). RB Willie Parker is out
with a broken ankle. Aaron
Smith, the unsung defensive end,
is out with a torn biceps. QB Ben
Roethlisberger and star safety
Troy Polamalu aren’t at full
strength.

Yes, there’s tradition and expe-
rience; this is a team that won a
Super Bowl two years ago. But it
just seems worn out and if it has
to go to New England, it’s return-
ing to a place where it lost 34-13
three weeks ago — with Parker.

6. Tennessee (10-6, sixth
seed). Jeff Fisher would never
say “just glad to be here.” But
that’s what the Titans are after
getting in by beating the Colts’ B
Team. It’s not a reflection on
Tennessee, simply the fact that
in the stronger conference, the
Titans don’t hold up. In the NFC,
things might be different.

If Vince Young’s leg is OK, the
Titans have a slight chance in
San Diego. Slight.
NFC

1. Dallas (13-3, top seed).
Very shaky top seed, largely
because T.O. is a question mark.
The dreaded high ankle sprain
often takes four to six weeks to
heal, which means he might not
be ready for the first game.

Without T.O., it’s harder on
tight end Jason Witten and WR
Patrick Crayton as well as quar-
terback Tony Romo, whose
thumb may still be hurting. In
any case, the Cowboys haven’t
been playing very well on offense
lately.

2. Washington (9-7, sixth
seed). Not really a stretch.
Closed with four straight wins.
Todd Collins, who sat and
watched for 10 years, brings sta-
bility to quarterback that the
younger and more athletic Jason
Campbell doesn’t. Beyond that is
emotion. Sean Taylor’s death
seems to have instilled a new
purpose in the Redskins. They
will have to go coast-to-coast on a
short week, Sunday to Saturday,
so they may not get by Seattle.
But if they win there and get to
Dallas ...

3. Green Bay (13-3, second
seed). Maybe an indication that
a team that is one of the NFL’s
youngest beyond its 38-year-old
quarterback isn’t quite ready for
prime time.

First-round winners might
determine the Packers’ fate.
They might prefer the Seahawks
in the second round more than
any other team because Seattle
doesn’t run the ball, a necessity
at Lambeau Field in January.

The Packers don’t run well
either, although Ryan Grant has
provided a lift.

4. New York Giants (10-6,
fifth seed). The question is
whether the supreme effort
against the Patriots gives the
Giants momentum. Or did it
mentally exhaust them?

“You have to go into the play-
offs healthy, you have to go with
confidence, you have to go in
there with a little bit of a swag-
ger, and I think we have all of
those things,” middle linebacker
Antonio Pierce said Monday,
brushing off injuries that could
keep three starters out in Tampa.

5. Seattle (10-6, third seed).
No momentum after clinching
the West on Dec. 9 and resting
folks. Sometimes that works and
sometimes it doesn’t, especially
against a hot team like
Washington.

One thing the Seahawks have
is experience from their Super
Bowl run two years ago. They
might even have made it two
straight last season — they took
the Bears to overtime in Chicago.
As noted, their lack of a running
game will hurt if they have to go
to Green Bay in the second
round.

6. Tampa Bay (9-7, fourth
seed). Kind of a mystery team
because the NFC South was so
weak — not one player from the
division made the Pro Bowl. Jeff
Garcia has had success against
the Giants because his short
drops, quick release and mobility
can neutralize New York’s pass
rush. Giants-Bucs is like
Washington-Seattle: New York
has momentum, the Bucs basi-
cally took off the last two weeks.

Ranking the NFL playoff teams

JJONATHANONATHAN
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MCT photo
USC Trojans quarterback John David Booty drops back to throw in action
from earlier this season. Booty and the Trojans take on Illinois in the Rose
Bowl in Pasadena, Calif. at 3:30 p.m. today.
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The Big Spring Police Department reported the fol-
lowing activity between 7 a.m. Monday and 7 a.m.
today:

• BILLY MANN KIRK, 62, of 2610 Langley, was
arrested Monday on 10 local warrants.

• DOLORES V. RIVERA, 25, of 1208 Lloyd, was
arrested Monday on a charge of theft.

• TAMMIE SUE HORN, 39, of 2609 Wasson Road,
was arrested Tuesday on two local warrants.

• JOHN DAVID RIGDON, 19, of 1204 Pennsylvania,
was arrested Tuesday on two local warrants.

• MICHAEL RAY LEWIS, 46, of 1404 Wood, was
arrested Tuesday on a charge of public intoxication.

• ROBERT R. SANCHEZ, 44, of Colorado City, was
arrested Tuesday on a charge of public intoxication.

• THEFT was reported:
- in the 1800 block of FM 700.
- in the 1400 block of Scurry.
- in the 2300 block of Wasson.
- in the 400 block of Birdwell Lane.
• CRIMINAL MISCHIEF was reported in the 2600

block of Carlton.
• BURGLARY OF A HABITATION/ASSAULT was

reported in the 2900 block of Highway 80.

• Pediatric flu vaccinations for children ages 6
months to 35 months are now available at the Texas
Department of State Health Services clinic in College
Park Shopping Center. Cost is $10, although no one
will be turned away for inability to pay. For more
information, call 263-9775.

• St. Mary’s and friends of St. Mary’s are holding a
lap blanket drive to place approximately 400 lap blan-
kets in the hands of every nursing home patient in Big
Spring. Blankets can be taken to the church office,
1001 Goliad, between the hours of 9 a.m. and 2 p.m.
Monday through Friday or call Connie Fowler at 267-
2713. 

A beginning crochet class is being held at 6 p.m.
Wednesday in the church’s Parish Hall. 

• Bring joy and kindness to others by becoming an
Odyssey Healthcare volunteer. Help those at the end of
life’s journey. Make a difference in someone’s life. Call
263-5999 to begin your journey.

• All creatures Sanctuary and Rescue has an account
set up with Big Spring Salvage at 3608 N. Hwy. 87 for
all types of metals and aluminum cans. Please tell
them that your donations are for All Creatures
Sanctuary and Rescue. All Creatures Sanctuary and
Rescue is also still taking weight circles off of all
Purina brand dog foods. Send your Purina Weight
Circles, to A.C.S. & R. at P.0, 871, Coahoma 79511. All
Creatures Sanctuary and Rescue is still accepting old
and used cell phones and ink jet cartridges, for drop
off locations in Big Spring and Coahoma, Call Melanie
at 267-7387.

• Christ Community Fellowship is collecting infant
car seats and carriers. These are given to new moth-
ers who cannot afford them. To donate your old or
new car seats and carriers, call Karen Allen at 263-3517
or leave a message at Christ Community Fellowship,
263-love. All donations are appreciated.

• Road to Recovery, sponsored by the American
Cancer Society, seeks volunteers to drive cancer
patients to treatment in Midland. This requires just a
few hours commitment each month. To volunteer, or
to request a ride for treatment, call Nancy Koger at
267-7809.

• New Life Ministries Church of God In Christ is
holding a soup kitchen every second and fourth
Tuesday from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at 204 N.W. 10th. The
meal is free. Call 264-0771 for more information.

• The Pet Patrol helps locate lost pets and owners of
found pets. To volunteer or for more information, call
Melanie Gambrell at 267-PETS (7387).

• Legal Aid of Northwest Texas is accepting appoint-
ments from 2 p.m. until 5 p.m. the first and third
Wednesday of each month. Individuals seeking legal
advice for matters concerning family law, divorce,
custody and child support issues, social security
cases, employment and housing may contact the office
to schedule an appointment. Criminal cases are not
accepted. Anyone recently served with legal docu-
ments should call the office immediately at 800-926-
5630 or 432-686-0647.

• Big Spring and surrounding counties are in criti-
cal need of foster families. Foster parents are the care-
takers for the children in the community who have
been abused or neglected. For more information on
becoming foster parents or adoptive families, call the
Children’s Protective Services office at 263-9669.

MONDAY
• Encourager’s Support Group for all widows and

widowers meets the first and third Monday of the
month. For more information, call Nancy Hale at 398-
5239.

• Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) TX. 21, weight
loss support group meets at Dora Roberts
Rehabilitation Center, 306 W. Third St. at 5 p.m. TOPS
provides members with information, motivation and
fellowship in attaining and maintaining their physi-
cian-prescribed weight goals. For more information,
call Alex at 264-6921 or 1-800 392-8677.

TUESDAY
•The Path, faith-based addiction recovery, meets at

6:30 p.m. at Spring Tabernacle Ministeries, 1209
Wright St.

• Dual Recovery Anonymous meetings have been
canceled. They will no longer take place at the Howard
County Library. If you have questions, call Deidra F.
at (432) 816-3033.

• Life Recovery, a non-denominational Christian
group of recovering alcoholics and addicts, meets at 7
p.m. at the St. Paul Lutheran Church Fellowship Hall.

•Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1 p.m.
and closed discussion meeting 8 p.m. to 9 p.m.

• Al-Anon, 615 Settles for family members and
friends of alcoholics meets at 8 p.m.

WEDNESDAY
• RSD (Reflex Sympathetic Dystrophy, a chronic

pain disease), a new support and informative group
meets at 213 Circle. Call Lucy at 264-1213 for more
information.

THURSDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1 p.m.;

women’s meeting; 6:30 until 7:30 p.m. Non-smoking
closed discussion meeting, 8 p.m. until 9 p.m.

FRIDAY
• AA open discussion meeting from noon until 1 p.m.

at 605 Settles. Open Big Book study meeting, 8 p.m.
until 9 p.m.

SATURDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous open discussion meeting,

615 Settles, noon to 1 p.m. Open podium/speakers
meeting 615 Settles 8 p.m. until 9 p.m. Open birthday
night, no smoking meeting the last Saturday of each
month at 8 p.m.

Today — Sunny. Highs in the mid 40s. Light and
variable winds.

Tonight — Mostly clear. Lows around 17. Light and
variable winds.

Wednesday — Partly cloudy. Highs in the upper 40s.
Southeast winds around 10 mph.

Wednesday night — Partly cloudy. Lows in the mid
to upper 20s. South winds 10 to 15 mph.

Thursday — Partly cloudy. Highs in the lower 50s.
South winds 10 to 15 mph.

Thursday night — Partly cloudy. Lows in the lower
30s.

Friday — Partly cloudy. Not as cool. Highs in the
mid 60s.

Friday night — Partly cloudy. Not as cool. Lows in
the mid 40s.

aturday — Partly cloudy. Highs in the upper 60s.
Saturday night — Partly cloudy. Lows in the mid

40s.
Sunday — Partly cloudy. Highs in the upper 60s.
Sunday night — Partly cloudy. Lows in the mid 40s.
Monday — Partly cloudy. Highs in the lower 60s.

Results of the Texas Two Step drawing Monday
night:

Winning numbers drawn: 3-9-11-12. Bonus Ball: 5.
Number matching four of four, plus Bonus Ball: 1.

Prize: $325,000
Winning ticket(s) sold in: Bastrop.
Estimated jackpot for Thursday night drawing:

$200,000.
•••

Results of the Cash 5 drawing Monday night:
Winning numbers drawn: 5-7-19-26-31.
Number matching five of five: None.
Next Cash 5 drawing: Tonight.

•••
The winning Daily 4 numbers drawn Monday night,

in order:
1-7-5-5. Sum It Up: 18.

•••
The winning Pick 3 numbers drawn Monday night,

in order:
9-8-2. Sum It Up: 19.

Police blotter Lottery

Weather
Take Note

Support Groups
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By ANGELA DOLAND
Associated Press Writer

A million revelers
cheered fireworks in
Sydney. Summer
Olympics organizers
hosted dance and music
in Beijing. And rare cele-
brations resounded in
war-torn Baghdad.

Across the globe, peo-
ple gathered for parties,
shot off fireworks and
held out hopes for a
peaceful and prosperous
2008.

But reminders of vio-
lence were apparent as
security was tightened in
many nations.

Fireworks were can-
celed in downtown
Brussels, Belgium,
where police last week
detained 14 people sus-
pected of plotting to help
an accused al-Qaida mili-
tant break out of jail.

Festivities in Paris cen-
tered on the famous
Champs-Elysees avenue
and the Eiffel Tower,
where about 4,500 police
and 140 rescue officials
patrolled the streets.

In Thailand, an army
spokesman said he
believed that five bombs
set off by suspected
Muslim insurgents in a
Thai-Malaysian border
tourist town likely tar-
geted New Year’s revel-
ers. The bombs, which
wounded 27 people,
exploded in the hotel and
nightlife area of Sungai
Kolok, spokesman Col.
Akara Thiprote said.

Baghdad witnessed
something Iraq had not
seen since before the
invasion of 2003 — peo-
ple publicly partying to
welcome in a new year.

The ballrooms of two
landmark hotels — the
Palestine and the
Sheraton — were full of
people for New Year’s
Eve celebrations. After
years of car bombings,
mortar fire and suicide
attacks, Iraq’s capital
was sufficiently calm to
warrant the two high-end
parties.

Several European coun-
tries rang in the new
year with new habits.

The smoke-filled cafe
became a thing of memo-
ry in France. Following
up on a ban last year on
smoking in many indoor
locations, cigarettes were
prohibited in most loca-
tions.

Fabienne Simon, a 27-
year-old smoker, said the
ban was “not that bad.”

“There is nothing bet-
ter than to go to a night-

club, a coffee place
where there are no ciga-
rettes,” she said. “You
come out, it’s great, you
aren’t smelling of ciga-
rettes.”

Two European Union
newcomers, Cyprus and
Malta, started using the
euro at the stroke of mid-
night. The
Mediterranean islands,
both former British
colonies, were scrapping
the Cyprus pound and
Maltese lira to bring the
number of countries
using the shared curren-
cy to 15.

In France, President
Nicolas Sarkozy gave the
first traditional New
Year’s greeting of his
presidency, with a “mes-
sage of hope, faith in life
and in the future.” In
Russia, Vladimir Putin
delivered the last New
Year’s Eve address of his
eight-year presidency,
boasting of economic
improvements and
claiming to have
restored a sense of unity
among Russians, who
are likely to see him stay
in power as prime minis-
ter after he steps down in
a few months.

In Moscow, thousands
gathered in Red Square,
watching a concert
beneath the colorful
onion domes of St.
Basil’s Cathedral, and
fireworks above.

Along with the innova-
tions, old traditions were
maintained.

More than a million
revelers in New York’s
Times Square cheered at
the 100th drop of a giant
ball. A century ago the
tradition began with a
700-pound ball of wood
and iron, lit with 100 25-
watt bulbs. This year’s
event featured an energy-
efficient sphere clad in
Waterford crystals, with
9,576 light-emitting
diodes that generated a
kaleidoscope of colors.

In London, people gath-
ered in Trafalgar Square
and along the banks of
the River Thames to
watch a fireworks dis-
play and hear Big Ben
welcome the New Year
with 12 resounding
bongs.

Berlin held a massive
fete: In a stretch leading
from the city’s famous
Brandenburg Gate along
Tiergarten park to the
western part of town,
officials set up three
stages, 13 bands, 40-yard
tall Ferris wheel and
over 100 beer stands and
snack joints.

Around the world,
revelers greet 2008
with a huge party

Discover Another
World, 
Read!

You never know
what you 

might find.
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710 Scurry                                           263-7331                               www.bigspringherald.com

BIG
SPRINGHERALD

Name

Address

City State Zip
Telephone

710 Scurry • PO Box 1431 • Big Spring, TX 79721 • (432) 263-7331 • Fax 432-264-7205

CLASSIFIED AD

Up to 25 words: __Sunday Only $19.50  __One weekday only $12.25   __Two Consecutive Days
$16.50 __Three Consecutive days $20.25 __Four Consecutive Days $23.50     
__Five Consecutive Days $25.75 __Six Consecutive Days $28.00    __Two weeks $53.00

___Three Weeks $67.50  __Four weeks $79.00 __Garage Sales (3 days) $16.75  
Each add’l word 20-cents per word per day.

Enhancements Price per word for entire run: __Bolding $1.00 __Centering $1.00  __Italics $1.00
Price for entire run: ___Blind Box $10 ___Photo $4.00  __Graphics $1.00  __ Logos $1.00

Prices Include placement on internet at www.bigspringherald.com 

Start Date________________Classification:______________________

Write one word on each line:

Enclosed is $_______ __Cash   __Money Order     __Check        
__Credit Card#_____________________________

Exp. Date___________ Vcode#_____

Are you a subscriber: __Yes  __No

Date:___________

DEADLINES:
12 noon Fri. for Sunday; 4:15 Fri.
for Monday; 12 noon Mon. for
Tues; 12 noon Tues. for Wed.; 12
noon Wed. for Thurs.; 12 noon
Thurs. for Fri.

CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements; Business Opportunity; Cemetery Lots; Financial;
Garage Sales; Help Wanted; Instruction; Items for Sale; Jobs
Wanted; Lost and Found; Miscellaneous.; Mobile Homes;  National
Ads;  On the Farm; Pets; Public Notice;  Real Estate for Rent;  Real
Estate for Sale;  Services Offered; Vehicles; Legals
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$ 4 0 0  T O  $ 1 , 0 0 0  P R O F I T  P E R  M O N T H

But the rewards are great! I work for myself and
make a good living. I take responsibility for my performance

- it’s all up to me. A lot of people depend on me, and I
wouldn’t have it any other way.

Contracts are available now for motor route 
carriers. For information, call 432-263-7331.

BIG
SPRINGHERALD

Cemetery Lots
SAVE $$$$$$ on  monuments/ 
markers. We deliver to all 
cemeteries. Little Red Barn 
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. Mt Olive Monuments. 
432-264-7722.

SPECIAL SALE. Two grave 
spaces for the price of one. 
Pay-out plan available. $50.00 
Down. The Little Red Barn 
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. 432-264-7722.

Educational
AMAZING OPPORTUNITY!

Train for a new career in 
Medical Assisting, 

Medical Office Specializing, or
Computer Business Systems!
Call now for more information!

800-497-1557
Southeastern Career Institute

Westwood Village 
Shopping Center

4320 West Illinois, Suite A
Midland, TX 79703

Help Wanted
PART-TIME 3:30-7:30pm posi-
tion. Jack & Jill, 1708 Nolan.

Lamun-Lusk-Sanchez
Texas State Veterans Home

We recognize that our
employees are our greatest 

asset, providing flexible 
schedules and one of the 

most attractive benefits packet:
Currently hiring the 
following positions:
*RN/Unit Manager

*Licensed Vocational Nurses
*Certified Nurses Aides

(Full-time or Part-time)
*Dietary Dishwashers

*Floor Techs
Salary Based On Experience

1809 N. Hwy. 87
Big Spring, Tx 79720

(432)268-8387
(432)268-1987 Fax

“Equal Opportunity Employer”

EQUIPMENT OPERATOR
needed. Part-time or Full-time. 
Great for retiree. 432-213-6802 
or 432-264-1959

Help Wanted

FAST GROWING company 
looking to expand for the New 
Year now hiring in the Big 
Spring Area for Class A CDL 
Drivers, and Heavy Equipment 
Operators with experience on 
Backhoe and Trackhoe Ma-
chinery. Our Company offers 
competitive wages, health 
benefits, retirement investment 
plan, vacation time and a great 
working environment. Appli-
cants must pass pre-employ-
ment drug test and have a 
good driving record. If inter-
ested please come by Cow-
boys Construction our office in 
located at 9400 South Service 
Rd. 1-20 in Coahoma. 

Help Wanted
ATTENTION

POLICE OFFICERS &
FIRE FIGHTERS

Are you the Best?
Can you make the top 10%?

If so......
Apply for these positions today:

Fire Fighters
$27,31.15-$36,202.28 DOEC
Deadline for applications is 

Wednesday,
January 30th, 5:00 p.m.

Testing begins 9:00 a.m., Sat, 
February 2nd, 2008

Police Officers Cert. 
& Non

$32,427.20 Cert.- 
$29,966.56 Non-Cert.

Test date to be announced
Communications Officer

Wastewater Plant Operator
Utility Service Worker

Heavy Equipment Operator - 
(2) Positions- 

Landfill & Sanitation
Staff Accountant

Jailer
We offer EXCELLENT BENE-
FITS including 100% paid Em-
ployee Health Ins.

Inquire to:
Human Resources

City of Big Spring, Texas
Phone: (432)264-2346 

Fax: (432)264-2387
For more details go to 
www.ci.big-spring.tx.us

EOE

PARKVIEW NURSING
& Rehabilitation

Now Hiring For Certified Nurs-
ing Aides. We have the follow-
ing shifts open:
* 6am-2pm
* 2pm-10pm
* 10pm-6am
Great Working Environment 
and Competitive Pay. Please 
apply in person at 3200 Park-
way Rd.

Help Wanted

Commercial Construction
General Contractor seeking 
skilled project superintendents 
and project coordinators. 
Please send resumes to Alan 
White at Mid-Tex of Midland, 
Inc.; 5206 W. Wadley; Midland, 
TX 79707 or call 
(432)697-2282.

CONTRACT HANDYMAN
needed to work 20-30 hours 
per week on residential rental 
properties performing minor re-
pairs to extensive remodeling. 
Int./ext. painting, mud work, 
carpentry, ceramic tile, and 
roof repair experience is a 
must. Ability to provide your 
own transportation and basic 
tools is also required. Please 
contact Jimmy at 
432-816-1255 after 5:00 pm for 
more information.  

COOKS & CARHOPS 
Part-time. Must be Neat in Ap-
pearance. Honest & Depend-
able. No experience necessary 
will train. Inquire at Wagon 
Wheel, 2010 Scurry St. No 
phone call Please!

DESERT TANKS LLC is look-
ing for welders and helpers of 
all levels. Will train. Good Pay. 
Benefits. Apply in person at 
1305  East Airpark Drive, Big 
Spring. 432-267-7141.

IMMEDIATE OPENINGS for 
Roustabout Helpers, Pushers 
& Backhoe Operators with CDL 
License. Apply at Rusty’s Oil-
field Service in Stanton. 1 Mile 
West of Stanton on North Serv-
ice Road of 1-20 Monday thru 
Friday 8-5. (432)756-2821.

Help Wanted
DUNCAN DISPOSAL -  Now 
hiring a driver for the Coahoma 
area. Need at least a Class B 
CDL. Experience Preferred for 
a driver’s position.  Please 
come by the Duncan Disposal 
office at 8220 West Hwy 80, 
Midland, TX- just east of the 
airport to apply in person. Must 
be able to pass mandatory 
DOT and corporate drug test-
ing requirements. No phone 
calls please. The job includes 
40+ hours weekly Mon- Fri., 
with some Sat. mornings. An 
hourly rate with benefits pack-
age is available. Equal Oppor-
tunity Employer. 

FULL-TIME Child Care posi-
tions  available. Jack & Jill, 
1708 Nolan.

Gill’s Fried Chicken looking 
for Management positions and 
Cooks. Experience a plus. 
Competitive wages. Benefits 
package includes health, vision 
& dental. Apply in person, 2100 
S. Gregg. No phone calls.

MAINTENANCE SUPERVI-
SOR must have HVAC certifi-
cation great benefits including 
401K also rent reduction. Apply 
at 5101N A St. or mail resume 
to mgr.dakota@bhmanage-
ment.com   

MIDWEST FINANCE CORP 
now hiring assistant manager/ 
collector. Benefit package. Pay 
DOE. Apply in person, 600 S. 
Gregg. No Phone Calls!

NEEDED LVN or RN 8-5 M-F 
Chg./tx Nurse $18.50 + DOE/ 
$25.00 DOE. 10-6 Chg. Nurse- 
M-F starts @ $20.00 + DOE. 
Could be more. Call Tammy at 
Mountain View Lodge 
432-263-1271.

Help Wanted
NEIGHBORS CONVENIENCE
Store now hiring cooks, cash-
iers, stockers. All Shifts. Apply 
at 3315 E. FM 700. 

NOW SEEKING Part time LVN 
position for Martin County 
Home Health. If interested 
please contact Allison Williams, 
RN @ (432)756-3259 or fax re-
sume to (432)756-4510.

PARKPLACE RETIREMENT 
LIVING is seeking a full time 
evening and weekend front 
desk clerk. This position is shift 
work from 4:30pm to 12:30am; 
weekends required. This posi-
tion is responsible for securing 
the facility, facilitating activities, 
dining room services and light 
housekeeping. Apply in person 
at 501 W. 17th Street.      

PARKVIEW NURSING & 
REHABILITATION 

We have an immediate open-
ing in our Laundry department. 
Full-time position. Split-shift. 
Please apply in person at 3200 
Parkway Rd. 

PART-TIME CUSTOMER
Service Rep. needed for busy 
office. 11:30am-4:30pm., M-F. 
Holidays and Weekends Off. 
Phone and computer skills re-
quired. Good attitude a must. 
Please send resume to P.O. 
Box 2157, Big Spring, Texas 
79721.

PIZZA HUT is now hiring for 
delivery drivers- up to $20 per 
hour, cooks- up to $8 per hour 
and wait staff- up to $15 per 
hour. Apply in person,  2601 S. 
Gregg.

RADIOLOGY TECH. Big 
Spring. Fax resume: 
1-315-388-4142. 
chacker@twcny.rr.com or call 
1-800-841-1990.

Ameri-Tech Building
Systems

DRUG FREE
WORK PLACE

Immediate openings!!!

Portable Building Builder
& Saw Shop Worker
Seeking a mature,

responsible individual!
Candidate must be

highly motivated to han-
dle fast paced growing

manufacturing of
portable buildings.

Must have experience in
building or construction;
with reliable transporta-

tion and the ability to
work flexible hours.

Excellent pay with a full
range of benefits.

Fax resume to:
Jamie White

936-598-6359
or apply online

www.ameritechbuildings.com

83
77

We are currently seeking an RN field and HCA field in
the Big Spring area. It is an honor to care for our
employees & to serve our patients. We offer competi-
tive salaries, benefit pkgs, supportive work environ-
ment, tuition asst and online CE courses. Opportunities
for advancement are offered to all who work hard with
a great attitude. Happiness & joy are cornerstones of
our workplace.

Prefer an RN with 1 year Home Healthcare experience.
Please call our office at:

432-264-1164 Email: GolleherV@Fms-Regional.com 92
51
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5 Easy Ways To Place Your Ad In The Big Spring Herald Classifieds!

1
By Phone...
263-7331

2
By Fax...

264-7205

3
In Person...
710 Scurry

4 5
By Mail...

P.O. Box 1431

Master Card

By e-mail...
classifieds@

BigSpringHerald.com
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Tomorrow’s Horoscope

Annie’s Mailbox ®

Help Wanted
PIZZA INN 

EARN $12-$14 PER HOUR 
DELIVERING PIZZA’S. $100 
HIRING BONUS. MUST BE 
18YRS. OLD WITH CLEAN 
DRIVING RECORD. ALSO 
TAKING APPLICATIONS FOR 
MANAGEMENT POSITIONS. 
APPLY IN PERSON AT 1702 
GREGG. NO PHONE CALLS. 

SALES REPS NEEDED 
Local Company Seeking expe-
rienced, motivated, energetic 
Sales associates. Must have 
great people skills, sales expe-
rience & calling experience. 
Call (432)599-8018 or Apply at 
Big Spring Pack and Ship.

SALES REPS NEEDED 
Local Company Seeking expe-
rienced, motivated, energetic 
Sales associates. Must have 
great people skills, sales expe-
rience & calling experience. 
Call (432)599-8018 or Apply at 
Big Spring Pack and Ship.

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT 
Comfort Inn needs housekeep-
ing from 9:00-3:00. Above 
Competitive pay. Apply at Front 
Desk @ 2990 East I-20. No 
phone calls please.

WANTED REPAIR Mainte-
nance Supervisor for Local 
Laundromat Business. 25-30 
Hours per week. Pay staring at 
$9.00. Mechanical experience 
a must, Will train. Application 
1208 Gregg.

WHITTEN INN now hiring the 
following positions: House-
keepers, Maintenance, Desk 
Clerks. Apply in person, on 
I-20 next to TA Truck Stop. 

Items for Sale
SATURDAY: January 5 
9am-1pm Only. American 
Limestone has stone panels, 
bits & pieces at low cost. Cor-
ner of 1st Ave. and Wright 
Ave., Southeast side in Air 
Park.

Lost and Found
FOUND DOG in front of the 
High School on Owens Street. 
Call 432-231-5122 to identify.

Miscellaneous
2007 61/2 Ft X 12 Ft Utility 
Trailer with dove tail and ramp. 
Brand New. $850.00 Cash. 
Call 432-935-4322. 

CAKES: Wedding, Anniversa-
ries, Quinceanarious. Arches, 
Candelabras and florals. FREE 
DELIVERY. Call Grishams 
(432)267-8191.

On the Farm
BEARDLESS WHEAT Seed 
for sale. End of Season Spe-
cial. Call (432)268-3084.

Real Estate for Rent
$300/MO! BUY a 3 bed, 2 
bath! 5% dn, 20 yrs, 8% apr! 
For listings 800-544-6258 x 
F086.

RUSTIC RANCH style split 
level, 2 bedroom, 1 bath, plus 
detached workshop/garage, 
city acreage w/view. $475., 
Non smoke or pets. Grounds 
maintenance, excellent credit 
history required. McDonald 
Broker 432-270-0707.

1746 PURDUE 3 Bdr., 1 bath, 
livingroom, den, one car ga-
rage. CH/A. $675.00 Month, 
$495.00 deposit. Call 
432-263-3689.

Real Estate for Rent

1206 EAST 11th Place. 3 Bed-
room 2 bath, 2 car garage, 
CH/A, living/ dinning room. 
$950.00 Month plus deposit. 
No HUD. No Bills Paid. 
(432)267-2296.

1212 MULBERRY. 2 Bedroom 
2 bath with CH/A. $425.00 
month, $250.00 deposit. Call 
(432)263-3375 or 816-6992.

1734 PURDUE 3 Bdr, 2 bath, 
CH/A, Tile floors, Large 
Kitchen and living area. 
$770.00 month, $595.00 de-
posit. Call 432-816-1330 after 
4:00 p.m.

2 Thru 6 Bedroom  Homes. 
Pool, 24 hour maintenance, 
Central Heat and Air, stove, re-
frigerator, dishwasher, fur-
nished. Washer/ dryer connec-
tions.  (432)263-3461 -Tom.

605 LINDA Lane 3 Bdr. 1Bath 
CH/A. $575.00  month, 
$300.00 deposit. 1408 Tucson, 
3 bdr. 1 bath, CH.  $450.00 
month, $200.00 deposit. Call 
432-263-1792, 432-816-9984.

622 STATE 2 Bedroom, 1 
bath, CA/CH with garage. 
$500.00 month, $300.00.  No 
HUD. Call (432)270-3848.

FURNISHED APT. extended 
stay hotel. Weekly $245.00 
plus tax, monthly $700.00 and 
up. Microwave and fridge. Call 
1-800-677-8175.

NICE BRICK Office Building at 
2000 South Birdwell Lane, 
3300 sq. feet, with 11 Offices 
and ample parking. $1500 Per 
month. Please Contact Lucy 
432-263-5000.

THE OFFICE Building, 710 
Gregg Street, for lease, excel-
lent space for a medical doctor 
or lab available, also have indi-
vidual offices starting @ $250. 
per month with bills paid. Call 
(432)770-5656 or 
(432)517-0038. Broker/ Owner.

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT
Sunset Ridge Apartments

2911 W. Old Hwy 80
1 & 2 Bedrooms
432-263-2292

Real Estate for Sale
2 Thru 6 Bedroom Brick 
Homes. No Down Payment. 
Owner Financing. Bad Credit 
OK. 6 Month warranty. 
Call Maria (432)263-3461.

2810 CORONADO Ave. 2700 
sq feet, 4 bdrm, 3 bath, 3 living 
areas, fireplace, dishwasher, 
sprinkler system. $150K. Call 
432-816-4029 or 816-5397.

6-1/2 ACRES CISD, with water 
well, duplex rentals. Call 
432-517-0642 for more info.

Real Estate for Sale
BEAUTIFUL- CUSTOM Built 
2002 home on 9 acres. 4/5 
Bdrm, 3.5 bath, inground pool, 
1200 sq. ft. Storage/shed, 
horse stalls. Price Reduced. 
Call 361-492-0270.

DISNEY AREA Stay 7 Days 6 
Nights 2 adult Disney tickets. 
Paid $750.00 will sell for 
$249.00 Good for one year 
(915)233-2017.  

FORECLOSURE 3 bd, 2 ba 
Only $30,005!  Must see! For 
listings 800-544-6258 ext. 
F906.

ONE BEDROOM, one bath, 
with garage and carport. 
Fenced backyard. Owner will fi-
nance with $1,900 down, $290. 
month. Call (512)321-3333. 
(512)940-5200, (432)631-8100.

OWNER FINANCE, $5000 
down. 1901 Morrison. Call 
(432) 264-9907.

OWNER FINANCED Houses 
for Sale. 1413 Sycamore and 
508 State. Easy Terms. Call 
Reagan at 432-634-6818.

Vehicles
2003 MERCURY Grand Mar-
quis LS, only 15,000 miles, 
light blue, 4-door sedan, V-8, 
auto, air, power, cruise, 
leather, like new, $13,000. 
Sale by owner. (432)267-7273

2005 NISSAN Altima V-6 with 
chrome rims, sun roof & dual 
exhaust very well kept. Trans-
ferring Military need to sell. 
$16,000.00 OBO. Call 
432-270-8531, 360-990-1767.

2007 NISSAN Versa, 9,000 
miles, auto, air, power, cruise, 
CD/ radio, gray hatchback, 
very roomy, like new, excellent 
MPG, $14,000. For sale by 
owner, (432)267-7273.

ANSWERS

New Appliances &
Fixtures

Dish Network w/300+

Channels Incl 34 Latino

Hi-speed Wireless
Internet

Picnic/BBQ Area

New Laundry & Vending

3304 W. Hwy. 80
(432) 714-4840

South Plains Apts
Effiicciienccy,  1  &  2  Bdrmss

27
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$299 MOVE IN SPECIAL

538 Westover                                     263-1252     
Housing Assistance Accepted

BARCELONA APARTMENTS

32
24

0

+ APPLICATION & SECURITY DEP.

ALL BILLS PAID

(432) 263-1284                                                          110 W. MarcyBig Spring, Tx. 79720

Call One Of Our Professional Associates
For All Of Your Real Estate Needs

VERY SPECIAL HOME - Great location, wonderful ambience in this
spacious 5 bedroom, 4 bath with 3 living areas, 3 fireplaces, 2 dining
areas, over 6800 sq. ft. Beautiful landscaped corner lot. Call Janet
Higgins @ 213-5454 for an appointment today.

715 Edwards 8384

1999 Oldsmobile
Intrigue

82K, Leather Seats
Finance Available

700 Auto Sales
2900 E. FM 700 • 267-AUTO (2886)

$6,500

In House or Bank Financing Available

83
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Free

Discount For Cash

Shroyer
Motor Co.

“The Home Of Almost Perfect Service”

2006 Envoy Denali -  White
w/Gray Leather, DVD Player,
Leather Interior, All Power,
29K.

$24,995

1999 Z-71 4X4 Extended
Cab - 74K, Local One Owner
Miles. Like New!

$15,995

2006 Pontiac Grand Prix  -
Loaded, 6 Way Power Seat,
CD Player, Immaculate One
Owner Miles, 1,382K.

Was $17,995

NOW $16,995

2003 GMC Yukon XL
Medium Brown, Tan Leather Interior, 

All Power, One Owner 46K Miles 

2004 Nissan Titan -
V8, 4X4, Off Road, All Power,
64K One Owner Miles.

$15,995

PONTIAC GMC
424 E. 3RD  •  BIG SPRING, TEXAS 

263-7625    888-263-0017
“HOME OF THE NICEST USED CARS IN HOWARD CO.”

• See Our Ad In The Area Wide Phone Book •

8382

Reduced

$16,995

BY HOLIDAY MATHIS
The moon’s shift from

Libra to Scorpio is as
comfortable as bonding
over coffee with a dear
friend. After exchanging
polite pleasantries in
Libra, we lean into
Scorpio — the more we
get to know, the more we
want to know. Our
attentive enthusiasm is
an easy investment for
someone else’s
happiness. It feels good to

give.
ARIES (March 21-April

19). When you feel the
muses calling you, it’s
time to cut out all of the
extraneous noise and
focus. There is a higher
calling for you — you
realize it and hone your
energy toward what
needs to be done.

TAURUS (April 20-May
20). You cherish the one
who usually cares for
you. Repaying kindness
makes your heart full.
Hopefully, there are
fellow geniuses at your
work who can appreciate
your brilliant ideas.

GEMINI (May 21-June
21). Whatever your age,
you’re part of a new
generation — fresh, full
of ideas and free of the
cynicism that encumbers
others. Tonight, friends
remind you why you
chose them in the first
place.

CANCER (June 22-July
22). Don’t spend a dime
until you’ve looked at the
overall picture of your
financial situation. Your
bookkeeping may be off.
Find a way to remedy the
situation now to avoid
fees and late charges. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22).
An idea from the past
lingers. Let it go once
and for all — you’re
stronger when you do.
Mental cleanup includes
consciously deciding on
one course of action and
letting go of the other
possibilities.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
22). You’re sensitive. If
you feel something just
isn’t right, investigate.
Figure out if you’re
looking at an early
warning sign or making
a mountain out of a

molehill.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct.

23). Some people don’t
think about the
consequences of their
actions. Brave or dumb?
For now, let yourself be
influenced by their
conviction. What seems
extreme could be your
best solution.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov.
21). It’s all out there —
and you’ve got to go “out
there” to get it. So leave
the comfort zone. Talk to
new people. Shake some
trees. Pick up the phone,
and start dialing.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21). Your train of
thought has definitely
left the station. Now that
you’re on your way with
this new project, your
brain humming with
what to do next and next
and next, you are
extremely attractive to
romantic prospects.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19). There’s a corner
of your world that’s like
an active volcano of
drama. Be objective. Park
your lawn chair and
watch. This should be
amusing. When you
think it’s over, it’s just
beginning.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-
Feb. 18). You’re not like
anyone else. That’s the
beauty of being you! Be
secure about the things
that make you different.
There’s really no reason
to conform. Tonight, love
feels like a game.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20). It’s easy to get caught
up in superficiality now.
It takes a view from the
distance to really
understand the true
nature of people and
things. So get away. New

surroundings help you
gain perspective.

ASTROLOGICAL
QUESTIONS: “I
experience a great many
environmental allergies
that are limiting my
ability to support myself.
My question is: Is there
any insight in my
horoscope on whether
these limitations are real
or more of a self-
defeating behavior? My
birthday: Jan. 31, 1961, at
8:48 a.m., Orlando, Fla.”

With the balance of
planets in your sixth and
12th houses, the Virgo
and Pisces sectors of the
chart, my heart goes out
to you. If you’re drinking
soda and eating candy,
yes, I’d call that self-
defeating behavior. If
you’re drowning in
emotional chaos,
miserably carrying the
guilt that you must’ve
caused this, if only you
knew how or why, then
you’re suffering
unnecessarily, too. I
don’t use the words
“fate” or “karma” lightly,
but from a holistic view,
your life is larger than
this one, and your
limitations may’ve been
set in motion decades or
lifetimes ago. The point
is: What will you do
about it now? Purify your
emotional and physical
body with Pisces and
Virgo pursuits. Eat
organically, and remove
chemicals from your
house. Saturn’s entered
your health sector
(through August 2008),
and it’s vital you become
your own best health
authority. Create healthy
lifestyle habits and
routines that restore
your sense of control. 

Dear Readers: Happy
New Year. We hope you
woke up this morning
safe and sound, and not
filled with worry or
regret about something
you may have done last
night. For those of you
who think today would
be a good time to make
some resolutions, here is
food for thought:

Just for Today
Just for today I will

live through the next 12
hours and not tackle my
whole life’s problems at

once.
Just for today I will

improve my mind. I will
learn something useful. I
will read something that
requires effort, thought
and concentration.

Just for today I will be
agreeable, I will look my
best, speak in a well-
modulated voice, be
courteous and
considerate.

Just for today I will not
find fault with friend,
relative or colleague. I
will not try to change or
improve anyone but
myself.

Just for today I will
have a program. I might
not follow it exactly, but
I will have it. I will save
myself from two enemies
— hurry and indecision.

Just for today I will
exercise my character in
three ways. I will do a
good turn and keep it a
secret. If anyone finds
out, it won’t count.

Just for today I will do
two things I don’t want to
do, just for exercise.

Just for today I will be
unafraid. Especially will
I be unafraid to enjoy
what is beautiful and
believe that as I give to
the world, the world will
give to me.

Dear Readers: Here’s
one more:

Golden Rules for Living
by Miriam Hamilton
Keare

1. If you open it, close
it.

2. If you turn it on, turn
it off.

3. If you unlock it, lock
it up.

4. If you break it, admit
it.

5. If you can’t fix it, call
in someone who can.

6. If you borrow it,
return it.

7. If you value it, take
care of it.

8. If you make a mess,
clean it up.

9. If you move it, put it
back.

10. If it belongs to
someone else, get
permission to use it.

11. If you don’t know
how to operate it, leave it
alone.

12. If it’s none of your
business, don’t ask
questions.

Dear Annie: We lost
our beautiful 17-year-old
daughter a couple of
years ago in an
automobile accident.
Upon learning there was
no hope for her survival,
we decided to donate her
young, healthy organs
through the Gift of Life
Program in order to help
others.

Unfortunately, we have
yet to hear from any of
the recipients. The
people at Gift of Life
assured us that they
forwarded our wish for
communication to those
whose prayers were
answered through our
tragedy. We are not
looking to meet them or
know their names. We
just need to know
something good came
from our loss.

Please let your readers
know that a simple thank
you would make a huge
difference to those
families who unselfishly
donated a loved one’s
organs. It seems the least
a donor recipient can do.
Some families, like ours,
need to know something
positive has come from
losing the person they
loved. It would mean so
much. — Knowing We
Did the Right Thing

Dear Right Thing:
Families of donor
recipients are not always
certain a letter is
welcome or appropriate.
Many are concerned that
an expression of
gratitude would somehow
bring up unpleasant
memories to the family of
the deceased. But such a
thank you is nearly
always appreciated. A
note letting the family
know the organ donation
has saved or improved
someone’s life can bring
comfort and peace of
mind, and make them
feel their loved one lives
on. We hope anyone who
is hesitating to write will
consider how much it
means to the donor
family.

tuesday page 3-5b  1/1/08  8:16 AM  Page 3 Network Macintosh HD:Desktop Folder:



BSISD
Continued from Page 1A

development of our cur-
rent plan and we feel very
comfortable that the
short- and long-range
goals are achievable with-
out placing a large bur-
den on the community,”
he added.

Securing community
support for the project is
vital, Downes said.

“Of course, the commu-
nity has been a large con-
tributor to the process
already,” he said. “The
input we received from
the Citizen’s Facility
Improvement Committee
was outstanding ... I’ve
received some comments
from members of the com-
munity and with very few
exceptions, those com-
ments have been very
positive and supportive.”

Two other important
issues facing BSISD in
2008 involve state financ-
ing and accountability
issues.

Downes said the most
recent funding formula
adopted by the Texas
Legislature does not take
into account spiraling
fuel and transportation
costs, which could
adversely effect instruc-
tion.

“There is no funding
considerations for
increased operating costs

and that will have a nega-
tive impact on instruction
throughout the state,”
Downes said. “Without
funding for increases in
fuel and increases in
transportation, school
will have no choice but
transfer instructional dol-
lars to these areas in
order to maintain the edu-
cational system.”

Another state-related
problem, Downes said, is
an ever-increasing
accountability system
that has led to duplication
of effort and unnecessari-
ly increasing workloads
at the local level.

“The state has gone to
an incredibly large
accountability system,”
he said. “This is forcing
schools to spend countless
hours verifying data
already accurately sub-

mitted to the (Texas
Education Agency).”

Contact Staff Writer
Steve Reagan at 263-7331,
ext. 234 or by e-mail at
reporter@bigspringher-
ald.com.

COLLEGE
Continued from Page 1A

Sparks said — as class-
rooms one month, and
administrative offices the
next, for example — as
buildings or classrooms
become temporarily
unavailable because of
renovation work.

In addition, Sparks said

college administrators
have scheduled “field
trips” to Texas Tech
University, Midland
College and Eastern New
Mexico University to see
how those schools han-
dled recent construction
projects.

These activities have
one goal in mind — to
smooth out the inevitable
disruptions as much as
possible.

“This is a very unique
time for us,” Sparks said.
“We are trying to rethink
and envision new ways of
putting spaces together ...
and trying to see if we can
better organize things
when the time arises.”

Construction will also
be a major issue at
SouthWest Collegiate
Institute for the Deaf this
year, as work will begin
on a new Workforce

Training Center within
the next few months.

The major issue facing
SWCID, however, is the
ongoing search for a new
provost to replace Dr. Ron
Brasel, who retired in
2007 after more than 20
years at the school.

Sparks said she remains

hopeful a replacement for
Brasel can be found with-
in the next few months.

Contact Staff Writer
Steve Reagan at 263-7331,

ext. 234 or by e-mail at
reporter@bigspringher-
ald.com.
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MYERS & SMITH
FUNERAL  HOME

&  CHAPEL
24th  &  Johnson    267-8288

Affordable
pre-need plans

1801 East FM 700    (432) 263-2232

◆ ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS (PG)  1:30 PM 4:30 PM 7:30 PM 9:50 PM 

◆ I AM LEGEND (PG-13) 1:10 PM  4:10 PM  7:10 PM  10:10 PM

◆ NATIONAL TREASURE: THE BOOK OF SECRETS (PG)  1:00 PM  4:00 PM  7:00 PM  10:00 PM

◆ WALK HARD: THE DEWEY COX STORY (R) 1:20 PM  4:20 PM  7:20 PM 10:20 PM

ADULT MATINEE BEFORE 6PM-$4.00 / ADULT $6.00 / CHILD / $4.00

VALID 12/31/07 THRU 1/03/08
ADVANCE TICKET SALES ♦ NO PASSES-NO SUPERSAVERS

Showtimes available at cinemark.com

8331

Slaton Insurance Agency

FARMERS®

Vicki Slaton

AFFINITY DISCOUNT ON AUTO INS.
For Educators, Engineers, Firefighters,

Law Enforcement Officers,
Physicians and Scientists

205 W. 15th               (432) 267-2398

27
73

5

G & M Auto Care
900 E. 3rd St.                      263-1091

83
90

Winter Is Coming

Happy New Years
Pro Spa Nail Salon
111 E. Marcy Dr. Ste 110

263-6245 8324

Devotion To
Saint Jude
May the Sacred Heart
of Jesus be praised,
adored, loved, pre-
served & glorified
throughout the world
now and forever. The
sacred heart of Jesus,
pray for us. St. Jude,
worker of miracles,
pray for us, St. Jude,
Helper of the Hopeless, pray for
us. Praise to you Lord Jesus
Christ for the help of your servant
St. Judge in listening to my
prayers. 
Say this prayer nine times for nine
days. By the end of the eighth,
your prayer will be answered. It
has never been known to fail.
Publication must be promised.
Thank you Sacred Heart of Jesus
& St. Jude for prayers answered.

M.R.. 9392

Comet
Cleaners

1500 E. 700
267-2584

34223

8316

1702 Gregg • 263-1381

30983

myers

By BEN FELLER
Associated Press Writer

CRAWFORD —
President Bush’s final-
year agenda is a stripped-
down list of what he can
realistically hope to get
done, since the clout he
once touted is fading
away.

Bush will venture to
four other continents, get
more involved than ever
in trying to forge Middle
East peace, and continue
to command two wars
that assure his relevancy
to the end. As Iraq
improves, he must now
deal with renewed vio-
lence in Afghanistan and
upheaval in Pakistan.

At home, Bush will try
to extend two domestic
achievements that are
dear to his legacy — the
No Child Left Behind edu-
cation law, and tax cuts
that otherwise expire in
2010.

Long gone are the big
ideas of Social Security

and immigration reform,
which collapsed on
Capitol Hill. His final
State of the Union speech
in late January is expect-
ed to reflect today’s policy
reality, eschewing new
initiatives in favor of
unfinished proposals.

As at any time, Bush
has forces pushing
against him. But the ones
in 2008 are stronger.

A hostile Congress
awaits the president as he
returns from fishing, cut-
ting brush and clearing
trails at his secluded
Texas ranch. Bush and
the Democratic Congress
clashed all year on the
war, spending, health
care and tactics for inter-
rogating terror suspects.

“It’s going to be a year
of angst and struggle —
more of ‘07,” said James
Thurber, an American
University political scien-
tist who researches rela-
tions between the two
branches.

In political terms,

Bush’s last year in office
is really less than 12
months.

The attention of the
nation and much of the
world has shifted to those
who want his seat in the
Oval Office. The
Republican nominee for
president could be settled
by the multistate pri-
maries on Feb. 5, mean-
ing someone else will be
the unofficial head of the
party.

The opportunity for leg-
islation in the election-
year will be short, too, as
little is expected to get
done after Congress
adjourns for a summer
break. Democrats are
gunning for the White
House and the bigger
majorities they need to
govern Congress as they
want.

Bush’s year begins with
a nine-day trip to the
Middle East, a hands-on
peacemaking venture that
could shape his legacy —
a word that Bush and his

senior aides don’t use.
Starting Jan. 8, the pres-

ident is scheduled to trav-
el to Israel, the West
Bank, Kuwait, Bahrain,
the United Arab
Emirates, Saudi Arabia
and Egypt.

The trip is exactly the
kind of process-driving
diplomacy that Bush has
avoided in the past, said
Jon Alterman, a Mideast
expert at the Center for
Strategic and
International Studies in
Washington. It reflects
how his presidency has
gone, Alterman said, as
Bush once talked of bold
transformation but now
tries to shepherd more
incremental progress.

The latter approach is
favored in the Middle
East, but Bush’s waning
power will follow him,
Alterman said. Some lead-
ers don’t want to give con-
cessions to a short-term
president.

“Friends and foes in the
Middle East at a senior

level have almost no
curiosity about what the
last year of this presiden-
cy holds,” Alterman said.

The Mideast trip sets
the tone for a busy year of
foreign travel.

In February, Bush is
expected to visit Africa to
promote the global fight
against AIDS, and high-
light the United States’
role in that effort.

He will also go to
Romania in April for a
NATO summit; to Japan’s
Lake Toya in July to meet
with leaders of industrial-
ized countries; to China
in August for the Summer
Olympics; and to Peru in
November for the annual
summit of leaders of
Pacific Rim nations.

It is common for presi-
dents to head abroad in
their final year as the
domestic consumption of
their message diminishes.
But Bush’s aides say most
of his trips would have
happened in any year,
and the narrative that

Bush is escaping overseas
is overstated.

Bush’s State of the
Union will be one of his
final times in command of
a prime-time audience.
He is expected to use it to
rally support for unfin-
ished items, such as
expanding the domestic
energy supply and health
care options, as opposed
to last-minute policy
ideas.

“We understood after
immigration reform
failed that this is not a
Congress that’s likely to
pass big things,” said Ed
Gillespie, the president’s
counselor. “Once they
adjourn for the Fourth of
July, it’s hard to imagine
they’ll do much beyond
appropriations bills.
That’s a realistic assess-
ment, and the State of the
Union will likely reflect
that.”

Bush invoked his veto
power like never before in
2007, with much effective-
ness.

With time, clout fading, Bush eyes unfinished business
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The Case for the Real Jesus

Supreme Court is up for grabsEDITORIAL
“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment

of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridg-
ing the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the
people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government
for a redress of grievances.”

-FIRST AMENDMENT

Opinions expressed on this page are those of the Editorial Board of the Big
Spring Herald unless otherwise indicated.

John A. Moseley
Managing Editor

Bill McClellan
News Editor

OOURUR VVIEWSIEWS

Ron Midkiff
Publisher

AA
s we enter a new year, it is time to take a
few minutes to take stock of where we
want to go both individually and collec-
tively during the next 12 months.

If we haven’t already taken personal stock, now is
the time to ask ourselves what we want to change in
our lives and what needs to be done to effect those
changes.

Certainly, many of us seek better health and will
make resolutions to change our diets and exercise
routines. The important thing is to follow through
— to make lifestyle changes.

And many more of us will seek to improve our
spiritual lives. That is an area in each of our lives
in which there is always room for improvement.

Others will more than likely seek to be more lov-
ing or caring with regard to family members and
friends.

Community-wide, we believe the outlook for Big
Spring remains a positive one. And for the most
part, we’re convinced the same holds true for both
our state and the nation.

And we’re very excited about the renovation of the
Settles Hotel building which will soon get under
way downtown.

The improvements that have continued at
Comanche Trail Park are also encouraging, as is the
prospect of Howard County being able to finally
build a new jail and continued renovations and
improvements at Howard College.

Too, we feel the city’s appeal as a regional center
for arts and recreation continues to grow, as evi-
denced by recent exhibitions at the Heritage
Museum, the Big Spring Symphony’s concert sched-
ule for the current year and the United States Hang
Gliding Association’s vow that it will be returning
here this summer following last year’s FAI Hang
Gliding World Championships, which were such a
success. 

All of those projects, events and activities trans-
late to jobs, income from visitors and — perhaps
even more important — a better quality of life.

Several announcements about the year’s upcom-
ing events will be made soon and we can’t help but
look forward to what’s on tap in 2008.

As we delve into the new year, we do admit feel-
ing a bit tentative about some things less under our
overall control. That’s simply human nature.

One thing we can say with certainty though. We
continue to be blessed by the “can-do” spirit of our
fellow citizens — men and women who work togeth-
er to get things done. And so, its time to look ahead
again and look ahead with optimism.

Happy New Year, Big Spring!

LLETTERETTER POLICIESPOLICIES

HHOWOW TTOO CCONTONTACTACT UUSS
The Herald is always interested in our readers’ opinions.
In order that we might better serve your needs, we offer

several ways in which you may contact us:
• In person at 710 Scurry St.
• By telephone at 263-7331
• By fax at 264-7205
• By e-mail Managing Editor John A. Moseley at 

editor@bigspringherald.com or News Editor Bill McClellan at
newsdesk@bigspringherald.com.

• By mail at P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721

The Herald welcomes letters to the editor.
• Limit your letters to no more than 300 words.
• Sign your letter.
• Provide a daytime telephone number, as well as a street

address for verification purposes.
• We reserve the right to edit for style and clarity.
• We reserve the right to limit publication to one letter per

30-day period per author.
• Letters that are unsigned or do not include a telephone

number or address will not be considered.
• Letters should be submitted to Editor, Big Spring Herald,

P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721. They can also be e-
mailed to editor@bigspringherald.com

AA SSMALLMALL PPRARAYERYER

If we can not deal with others with logic, Lord, may we
deal with them with You.

Amen

by K. Rae Anderson

AA
little more than seven
years ago, the United
States Supreme Court
issued its 5-4 decision in

Bush v. Gore. By stopping the con-
tested vote count in Florida on
Dec. 12, 2000, the conservative
wing of the Supreme
Court effectively gave
the presidency to
George W. Bush and
took the decision
away from the voters. 

Less than one year
from now, the voters
will decide the future
of the Supreme
Court. The next
appointments to the
court will almost cer-
tainly be made by the
president elected in
November 2008, and confirmed by
a Senate with new members elect-
ed in the same cycle. It’s crucial
that voters understand that their
votes will help determine the
shape of the Court for many years
to come. 

Bush v. Gore demonstrated all
too clearly that the Supreme Court
has a profound and lasting effect
on the daily lives of all
Americans, who look to the
Supreme Court as a fair arbiter of
the law and our nation’s highest
values. 

Since that decision, President
Bush’s lifetime appointments of
Chief Justice Roberts and Justice
Alito have pushed the Court even
farther to the right. The two jus-
tices are likely to serve for many
decades, ensuring that President
Bush’s influence will extend long
past the end of his term. Their
nominations and confirmations
underscore how significantly elec-

tions results can shape the Court.
. 

On issues ranging from school
integration to fair pay for equal
work to reproductive freedom, the
Roberts Court has started to
reverse years of progress that
most Americans accept as moder-
ate, fair and wise. In the coming
years, we can expect more and
more rulings outside the main-
stream. 

It’s no coincidence that the
Supreme Court has been a major
electoral issue for the far-right for
the last several election cycles. In
order to roll back constitutional
protections on privacy rights and
church-state separation, the lead-
ers of the movement have been
whipping their followers into a
fury for years, demanding that
candidates pledge to appoint and
confirm ultraconservative justices.
The result has been a decades-long
push by the far right to fill the
federal courts with jurists who
place a narrow ideological agenda
above the rule of law and the
Constitution. 

The current Republican candi-
dates for president have been only
too happy to oblige. John McCain,
Mitt Romney, Rudy Giuliani and
Mike Huckabee have all pledged to
appoint justices in the mold of
ultraconservative Justices Antonin
Scalia and Clarence Thomas —
even when such an appointment
would conflict with their own stat-
ed positions, such as Guiliani’s
professed “pro-choice” stand. 

Replacing another moderate jus-
tice with a hard-right conservative
would be a devastating blow to the
principles of fairness and equality
that the vast majority of
Americans embrace. Another right

wing justice added to the ultra-
conservative voting bloc of
Roberts, Alito, Scalia and Thomas
could help reverse decades of
precedents, threatening legal
rights that Americans take for
granted. 

This isn’t a case of left-versus-
right, as some conservative pun-
dits have claimed. The fight for
the Supreme Court is between the
values of the vast majority of
Americans and a small, energetic
faction attempting to turn back
the clock by decades. 

It’s time for mainstream
Americans to make the same
stand at the ballot box, and
demand a Supreme Court that
reflects mainstream American val-
ues: Equality, regardless of race or
religion. Fair pay for women and
minorities in the workplace. The
rights of families to make private
medical decisions without govern-
ment interference. And much,
much more. 

Mainstream Americans must
demand appointments of justices
to the Court who reflect their val-
ues, justices who will apply the
law fairly, not ideologically. That
will require a fair-minded presi-
dent, and a Senate majority large
enough to confirm progressive
nominees. 

The anniversary of Bush v. Gore
is a reminder that courts matter,
something that voters should bear
in mind throughout the coming
election season. 

The future of the Supreme Court
depends on it. 

Judith E. Schaeffer is People For
the American Way’s legal director.

DISTRIBUTED BY
MINUTEMANMEDIA.ORG.

II
t’s interesting that many who
dismiss the Bible and certain
essential Christian claims —
saying they believe there is

scant evidence to support them —
are able to readily embrace rival
belief systems and their texts,
which are far less
reliable.

Former atheist Lee
Strobel has used his
formidable journalis-
tic and legal back-
ground as legal editor
of the Chicago
Tribune to research
and write a number
of bestselling books in
defense of the
Christian faith. His
recently released
“The Case for the Real Jesus” goes
beyond the traditional apologetic
to address some of the current
attacks on the identity of Jesus
Christ, typified by the heretical
storyline in the popular The Da
Vinci Code.

I strongly recommend this book
this Christmas season because it
compellingly debunks many of the
most recent mythical challenges to
Christianity. It is perfect for
believers whose perceived spiritu-
al security could be threatened by
the crop of fantastic notions now
circulating and for nonbelievers
who are open to the evidence.

Strobel correctly observes that
ideas have consequences and, par-
ticularly, what we believe about
Jesus will have profound conse-
quences for us individually. Since
modern theories directly attack
what Christians believe about the
very identity of Jesus, Strobel
wanted to examine their validity
to determine whether the
Christian idea of Christ could sur-
vive rigorous inquiry.

Having begun as a smug nonbe-
liever and converting only after
subjecting Christianity’s historical
and doctrinal claims to scrupulous

investigation, Strobel was
unafraid to put his faith to the test
once again. Are we, believers and
nonbelievers alike, similarly
unafraid?

Strobel asks, “Are you willing to
set aside your preconceptions and
let the evidence take you wherev-
er it will? Ö I had to honestly ask
myself that question when I was
an atheist and decided to investi-
gate the identity of Jesus. And
more recently, this time as a
Christian, I had to face that issue
squarely once again when I was
confronted by six potent chal-
lenges that could undermine
everything I had come to believe
about him.”

Strobel points out that while the
heretical ideas about Jesus
achieved a new level of promi-
nence in The Da Vinci Code, they
have been around for years and
have even been circulated widely
in modern times preceding that
story.

In the 1990s, Christian
debunkers received a boost from a
group of liberal Christian scholars
known as the “Jesus Seminar.”
These professors examined the
words and deeds of Jesus and,
using colored beads to cast their
votes, pronounced that fewer than
20 percent of the statements attrib-
uted to Jesus in the Bible were
actually uttered by him.

What made the Jesus Seminar
unique, says Strobel, was not its
liberal “scholarship” purporting to
discredit Biblical accounts of
Jesus but that it bypassed the
usual academic channels to enthu-
siastically make its findings pub-
lic. In case you haven’t noticed,
the recent “evangelistic” fervor
against Christianity didn’t begin
with Christopher Hitchens,
Richard Dawkins and Sam Harris.
They have just built on what the
Jesus Seminar proselytizing
debunkers started.

Strobel says that six major chal-

lenges are leaving many
Christians scratching their heads
and confusing seekers looking for
the truth about Christ. He began
his research on these challenges
conceding to himself that if any
were true, they “could change
everything” about his beliefs. But,
“for the sake of my own intellectu-
al integrity, I needed answers.” He
then proceeded to investigate, by
studying the evidence and inter-
viewing the premiere scholars on
each of these issues:

1. Scholars are uncovering a rad-
ically different Jesus in ancient
documents just as credible as the
Four Gospels, 2. The Bible’s por-
trait of Jesus can’t be trusted
because the Church tampered with
the text, 3. New explanations have
refuted Jesus’ resurrection, 4.
Christianity’s beliefs about Jesus
were copied from pagan religions,
5. Jesus was an imposter who
failed to fulfill the messianic
prophecies, and 6. People should
be free to pick and choose what to
believe about Jesus.

I love Lee Strobel’s ministry,
maybe in large part because I
began my spiritual journey as
quite the skeptic as well, but also
because I believe he has the
unique skills, intellectual curiosi-
ty and personal integrity that posi-
tion him to stand on the front
lines defending Christ against
today’s puffed-up assailants.

Will you take Strobel’s challenge
and read the results of his study?
As he says, “In the end, we’ll dis-
cover together whether the Jesus
of historic Christianity manages
to emerge intact from the crucible
of twenty-first-century skepti-
cism.” 

David Limbaugh is a writer,
author and attorney. To find out
more about him, visit his Web site
at www.davidlimbaugh.com.
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FEDERAL
GOVERNMENT
• GEORGE W. BUSH
President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

• KAY BAILEY HUTCHISON
U.S. Senator
703 Hart Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510
Phone: 202-224-5922

• JOHN CORNYN
U.S. Senator
517 Hart Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510-

4305
Phone: 202-224-2934

• RANDY NEUGEBAUER
U.S. Representative
19th Cong. District
1510 Scurry
Big Spring
Phone: (432) 264-0722 

STATE
GOVERNMENT

• RICK PERRY
Governor
State Capitol, Room 2S.1
P.O. Box 12428
Austin, 78711
Phone: (512) 463-2000

• JOE HEFLIN
State Representative
Texas 85th District
P.O. Box 2910
Austin, 78768
Phone: (432) 213-2897 or
(512) 463-0604

•KEL SELIGER
State Senator
Texas 31st District
401 Austin, Suite 101
Big Spring, 79720
Phone: (432) 268-9909

BIG SPRING 
CITY COUNCIL

RUSS MCEWEN, MAYOR —

Home: 263-0907; Work
(Russ McEwen Insurance):
267-1413.

GREG BIDDISON — Home:
267-6009; Work (Greg’s
Grill): 267-7121.

MANUEL RAMIREZ JR. —
Home: 268-9692; Work
(VAMC): 263-7361.

STEPHANIE HORTON —
Home: 264-0306; Work (VA
Medical Center): 263-7361..

JOANN STAULCUP —
Home: 263-4980.

GLORIA MCDONALD —
Home: 263-4835. Work:
267-7121.

TROY TOMPKINS — Home:
267-8769. Work: 263-0180.

AADDRESSESDDRESSES

We wish you all
a happy New Year
now that it’s 2008
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Happy New Year!

2008
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We’re overflowing with best wishes and
gratitude for our friends and neighbors and

wish each and everyone of you a very
Happy New Year

1801 E. FM 700
(Inside The Big Spring Mall) 267-1127

33
14

1

Happy
New
Year!

Medicine Center Pharmacy
1001 Gregg - 263-7316

24745

Pastor Randy Cotton

Trinity Baptist Church
810 E. 11th    267-6344

24317

Have A Blessed New Year!

32
76

8

1200 Gregg St.                                                           601 E. FM 700
263-6790                                                                      263-2700

Another year ... another chance ...
to let you know how much we value your business.

Happy New Year, Everyone!

Inside The Big Spring Mall 267-6335

8322

We’d like to send our thanks and well wishes to all of our dear friends and
customers. It’s been a great year getting to know you. May the days and months

to come treat you as kindly as you’ve treated us. 

Happy New Year! 

33270

We’re putting on our best to say
Hope you enjoy a great holiday1

and when at last the year is through,
We’d like to continue to serve each one of you!

Happy New Year and many thanks for choosing us.

Heart Of

The City

Realtors

8321

1209 Gregg St.        432-714-4555

BBiigg  SSpprriinngg  FFaarrmm  SSuuppppllyy
2404 N. Hwy 87

263-3381 33177

Wishing you and yours a Happy New Year 

We are blessed by all the good times we’ve
shared with you and we sincerely thank you 

for the gift of your business.

Representative Sales
208 Owens      263-1500

83
14

Happy 
New Year

2008

400 Marcy Dr.                                  264-2600

83
07

Big Spring
Community Federal 

Credit Union
503 East FM 700              263-1361

9142

Dr. Joseph Chavez, M.D.
& Staff

1501 W. 11th Suite 205     714-4700

16981
Happy New Year!

33277

300 NE 2ND ST.
432-263-8997

Tommy Richmond
Franchise/
Tax Specialist

1512 S. Gregg
Big Spring, TX 79720
Tel 432-263-1931
Fax 432-263-1402
jrichmond@hrblock.com     www.hrblock.com

H&R BLOCK
tax, mortgage and financial services

83
12

Whether you look at New Year’s as a beginning or an end, we want
you to know that we’re so grateful for your support every day of the

year, and wish you much happiness and prosperity in 2008.

Glasscock County Bank
333 N. Main St. Garden City, Tx.

354-2595 33355

Gill’s Gold-N-Crisp
2100 Gregg                                                           263-43919149

33
17

8

SUGGS HALLMARK

INSIDE THE BIG SPRING MALL • 263-4444

Happy New Year
8313
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SNUFFY SMITH

BEETLE BAILEY
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HI AND LOIS
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BC

This Date
In History

By The Associated Press

Today is Tuesday, Jan. 1,
the first day of leap year
2008. There are 365 days left
in the year.

Today’s Highlight in
History:

Two hundred years ago,
on Jan. 1, 1808, a law pro-
hibiting the importation of
slaves In 1863, President
Lincoln signed the
Emancipation Proclamation,
declaring that slaves in
rebel states were free.

In 1892, the Ellis Island
Immigrant Station in New
Ypened.

In 1898, New York City
was consolidated into five
boroughs.

In 1901, the
Commonwealth of Australia
was proclaimed.

In 1953, country singer
Hank Williams, 29, died of
heart failure while en route
to a concert date in Canton,
Ohio.

In 1959, Fidel Castro led

Cuban revolutionaries to
victory over Fulgencio
Batista.

In 1984, the breakup of
AT&T took place as the
telecommunications giant
was divested of its 22 Bell
System companies under
terms of an antitrust agree-
ment.

In 1994, the North
American Free Trade
Agreement went into effect.

In 1997, Kofi Annan
assumed the title of United
Nations secretary-general.

In 1999, the euro, the new
single currency of 11
European countries (later
13), officially came into exis-
tence with the start of the
New Year. (The euro became
legal tender on this date in
2002.)

Ten years ago: A new anti-
smoking law went into effect
in California, prohibiting
people from lighting up in
bars. The Michigan
Wolverines beat Washington
State 21-16 in the Rose Bowl;
Florida State downed Ohio
State 31-14 in the Sugar
Bowl.

Today’s Birthdays: Author
J.D. Salinger is 89. Former
Sen. Ernest Hollings, D-S.C.,

is 86. Actor Ty Hardin is 78.
Actor Frank Langella is 70.
Rock singer-musician
Country Joe McDonald is 66.
Writer-comedian Don
Novello is 65. Actor Rick
Hurst is 62. Country singer
Steve Ripley (The Tractors)
is 58. Rapper Grandmaster
Flash is 50. Actress Ren
Woods is 50. Actress Dedee
Pfeiffer is 44. Actress
Embeth Davidtz is 42.

Thought for Today: “To
most of us the future seems
unsure. But then it always
has been; and we who have
seen great changes must
have great hopes.” ‚Äî John
Masefield, English poet
(1878-1967).

SCIFI Å
Science Fic.

Twilight Zone
Twilight Zone
Twilight Zone
Twilight Zone
Twilight Zone
Twilight Zone
ECW

”
Twilight Zone
Twilight Zone
Twilight Zone
Twilight Zone
Twilight Zone
Twilight Zone

WFAA C
Dallas

KMID D
Midland

UNI E
Spanish

KPEJ F
Odessa

KOSA H
Odessa

KTLE I
Telemundo

KWES J
Midland

WTBS L
Atlanta

KMLM M
Odessa

KPBT N
Odessa

DISC U
Discovery

AMC V
Classics

SPIKE W
Spike TV

TNT X
Atlanta

BET [
Black Ent.

DISN \
Disney

ESPN2:
Sports

ESPN ^
Sports

:PM
6 :30

:PM
7 :30

:PM
8 :30

:PM
9 :30

:PM
10 :30

:PM
11 :30

:AM
12 :30

TUESDAY

(CC)
”
”

Just Laughs
According-Jim
According-Jim
Boston Legal
(CC)
News (CC)
Nightline
The Insider
Jimmy Kimmel
Live (CC)
News (CC)

(CC)
”
”

Just Laughs
According-Jim
According-Jim
Boston Legal
(CC)
News
Nightline
Jimmy Kimmel
Live (CC)
Extra (CC)
Paid Program

Latin Grammy
”
”
”
”
”
”
”

Primer Impacto
Noticiero Univ.
La Hora de la
Risa
Salome (SS)

”

The Simpsons
Two/Half Men
Foot. Pregame
College
Football:
Allstate Sugar
Bowl --
Georgia vs.
Hawaii (CC)

”
Postgame
TBA
Reno 911!
George Lopez

News
Entertainment
NCIS (CC)

”
The Unit
(CC)
48 Hours
Mystery (CC)
News
Late Show-
Letterman
Late Late
Show
The Insider

Movie: El
Barrendero

”
”

Movie: El
Patrullero 777

”
”

Noticias
Titulares y Mas
Decisiones

”
”

Programa

News
Be a Millionaire
The Biggest
Loser: Couples
(CC)

”
Law & Order:
SVU
News
Tonight Show

”
Late Night-
Conan O'Brien
News

Raymond
Raymond
Family Guy
Family Guy
Family Guy
Family Guy
The Office
The Office
Sex and-City
Sex and-City
Movie: Saving
Silverman
(CC)

”

Dr. Young
John Hagee
Update Israel
Dr. Booker
Light of the
Southwest

”
”

Update Israel
Keith Miller
Ministerio
Nueva Vida
Update Israel
J.R. Church

News-Lehrer
”

Great
Performances
(CC)
Words and
Music by Jerry
Herman (CC)
Charlie Rose
(CC)
Tavis Smiley
Tavis Smiley
Sign Off

”

Dirty Jobs
(CC)
Dirty Jobs
(CC)
Dirty Jobs
(CC)
Dirty Jobs
(CC)
Dirty Jobs
(CC)
Dirty Jobs
(CC)
Dirty Jobs
(CC)

”
”

Movie:
Mission:

”
”
”

Movie: Ladder
49 (CC)

”
”
”

Movie:
Guarding Tess

Vol. 1
”
”
”

Movie: Kill Bill:
Vol. 2

”
”
”
”

Movie: Kung
Fu Hustle

”
”

Law & Order
(CC) (DVS)
Law & Order
(CC) (DVS)
Law & Order
(CC) (DVS)
Law & Order
(CC) (DVS)
Cold Case
(CC)
Without a
Trace (CC)
Without a
Trace (CC)

”
”
”
”

Movie: Jason's
Lyric (CC)

”
”

Hell Date
Hell Date
Jamie Foxx
Jamie Foxx
Comicview
(CC)

Han. Montana
Han. Montana
Han. Montana
Han. Montana
Movie

”
”

Life Derek
Zack & Cody
Han. Montana
Replacements
Kim Possible
Emperor New
American Drgn

Strongest Man
Strongest Man
Strongest Man
Strongest Man
Strongest Man
Strongest Man
Strongest Man
Strongest Man
World's
Strongest Man
2003 World's
Strongest Man
World's
Strongest Man

SportsCenter
(CC)

”
College
Gameday
(CC)

”
”

SportsCenter
(CC)
SportsCenter
(CC)
Football Sp.
NFL Live
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“We lean on the Big Spring Herald 
for our advertising”

Bob Brock, Lexie Gee, Rondel Brock & Jason Brock

Bob Brock Ford
Lincoln • Mercury • Nissan, Inc.

500 W. 4th     Big Spring, Tx 79720

(432) 267-7424

BIG
SPRINGHERALDHERALD21699

Call 263-7331

You, too, can lean on the Herald’s century of experience 
to reach your customers!

Lexie Gee

We MEAN Business!

A Family Owned Business Since 1966

tuesday page 7a  1/1/08  8:13 AM  Page 1 Network Macintosh HD:Desktop Folder:



8A BIG SPRING HERALD
Tuesday, January 1, 2008

111,000 bales ginned
23 Days Behind

9369

tuesday page 8a  1/1/08  8:14 AM  Page 1 Network Macintosh HD:Desktop Folder:



TTEXASEXAS NNEWSEWS BBRIEFSRIEFS
Children found safe after Amber Alert issued

MESQUITE (AP) — Two children were found safe
Monday evening, hours after an Amber Alert was
issued when their mother told police that her ex-
boyfriend displayed a handgun and abducted their
daughters.

Investigators said Gilberto Martinez, 40, entered a
Mesquite home on Sunday to visit Ameryca Yzabella
Martinez, 6, and Olevia Ashley Martinez, 2.

About 1:30 a.m. Monday, Martinez displayed a hand-
gun and took the two girls, police said. They said he
threatened to harm the children and to commit sui-
cide.

Mesquite police said the children were found safe
and Martinez was taken into custody.

New marijuana law not catching on
DALLAS (AP) — Many Texans busted for misde-

meanor marijuana possession are still being jailed
despite a new state law that allows police to issue a
citation instead of making an arrest, according to a
newspaper report.

Texas lawmakers hoped to ease jail crowding with
the new legislation, which took effect Sept. 1, but some
local prosecutors worry what message getting a mere
ticket for pot might send.

“It may...lead some people to believe that drug use is
no more serious than double parking,” Collin County
prosecutor Greg Davis said in today’s editions of The
Dallas Morning News.

The Travis County Sheriff’s Department is the only
law enforcement agency in the state known to be tak-
ing advantage of the new legislation, according to the
newspaper.

Prosecutors in Dallas, Tarrant and Collin counties
said they have no plans to set up a system dealing with
citations for misdemeanor possession, which is less
than 4 ounces of marijuana.

In addition to easing crowding, the new law would
also theoretically keep officers on the street instead of
making runs to jail for nonviolent offenders.

The Dallas County Jail has a history of being under-
staffed and crowded, which has led, in part, to repeat-
ed failed state inspections.

But Dallas County officials worry that because the
misdemeanors could still result in a case for prosecu-
tion, citations raise issues like making sure suspects
appear in court and that no one is misidentified.

“These are not just tickets. These are crimes that
need to be appropriately dealt with,” said Ron
Stretcher, Dallas County’s director of criminal justice.
“We want to make sure we get them back to court to
stand trial.”

State Rep. Jerry Madden, a Plano Republican whose
district includes Collin County, said it’s likely that
some counties are taking a wait-and-see approach,
looking for someone to lead the way.

Travis County sheriff’s spokesman Roger Wade said
his department lobbied for the new law to help ease
jail crowding and increase efficiency.

Issuing citations also helps save the department save
gas by not driving suspects from the county’s outlying
areas to the jail in Austin, he said.

“We are still hard on crime,” Wade said. “We believe
if we can save resources and have the same affect on
crime, then we should take advantage of this.”

Fire truck strikes, kills woman in wheelchair 
SAN ANTONIO (AP) — San Antonio firefighters

struck and killed a woman in a wheelchair on Monday
night on their way to a call, police said.

Firefighters didn’t realize they had hit the woman
until they noticed their brush truck was dragging a
wheelchair, said Warren Gilstrap of the San Antonio
police.

Firefighters had stopped at a parking lot at about 7
p.m. to ask for directions to a call and as they left, they

struck the woman, Gilstrap said. The woman was
knocked off the chair into the street and was declared
dead at the scene.

Gilstrap told the San Antonio Express-News for its
Monday online editions there was no identification on
the woman.

When firefighters saw sparks behind the truck they
realized it was dragging a wheelchair and called dis-
patch.

After learning that a pedestrian had been hit on the
street where they had come from, they immediately
returned to the scene, Gilstrap said.

Dallas police chief touts drop in crime
DALLAS (AP) — Dallas Police Chief David Kunkle

says violent crime here will be down 12 percent for
2007 and overall crime will be down about 4 percent.

Murder though is up about 8 percent for the year,
with at least 202 dead. Dallas last saw an annual
increase in murder in 2004, when slayings were up 9
percent and 244 were killed.

According to preliminary end-of-the-year statistics,
which will not be finalized until next week, 2007 will
end with the city nearly meeting Kunkle’s 5 percent
overall crime reduction goal, but falling far short of
the 5 percent reduction in murders.

But at a news conference Monday, Kunkle focused on
the good news, saying that 2007 was the sixth year in
a row of declining violent crime.

“Looking at the crime statistics over time, violent
crime is down to the lowest level since the 1960s,” he
said.

Kunkle on Monday said he expects to end 2007 with
dramatic drops in aggravated assaults.
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At the stroke of midnight and through
all the days to follow, we hope happiness and 

good fortune light your way. 

Casa Blanca Restaurant
1005 Lamesa Hwy.                 263-1162

9107

Another year ... another chance ...
to let you know how much we value your business.

Happy New Year, Everyone!

Big Spring Education Employees
Federal Credit Union

1110 Benton • 263-8393 33342

8400

Elrods
Big Spring’s Oldest, Largest

Finest Furinture Store

2309 Scurry 267-8491

PROBLEMS HEARING?
BILL MADDOX NEW 2008 Models

Now Available at Livingston
Hearing Aid Centers

55 years...55 years...
54,385 ears.54,385 ears.

That’s what we call experience.

Myra Eileen
Board Certified - HIS

Beverly Thering
Clinical Fellow of
Audiology

Arthur R. Bickel, III
Board Certified - HIS

Patrick McCarty
Board Certified - HIS

Richard Davila, II
Board Certified - HIS

Dr. Rachel Lingnau 
Doctor of Audiology

Dr. Suezanna Arp
Doctor of Audiology

Rick Palmer
Clinical Audiologist

Kay Potter
Board Certified - HIS

Mark Davidson
Board Certified - HIS

Gregg Lindly
Board Certified - HIS

Kathy McCurry
Licensed Dispenser

Rachel Glaze
Doctor of Audiology

Kevin Watson
Licensed Dispenser

Craig Smith
Board Certified - HIS

Gordon Mitchell
Licensed Dispenser

Inpanh Thammavongsa
Repair Technician

Carolyon Woodard
Licensed Dispenser

For the past 55 years, Livingston Audiology & Hearing Aid Centers have proudly pro-
vided the best service, the most up-to-date, technologically advanced hearing aids and pre-
ventative hearing solutions for West Texas residents.

“As part of Texas’ largest family-owned hearing care network, we have looked at more
than 54,000 ears over the past 55 years.  That’s what we call experience,” said Richard
Davila, clinic director.  “We have helped thousands of people improve their quality of life
through better hearing.”

Hearing loss affects over 28 million people.  More than a third of all hearing loss is
attributed to noise, loud music, loud workplaces and loud recreational equipment.  Besides,
of course, aging and genetics.

If you suspect you have a hearing loss or if it has been over a year since you last had
your ears checked, please call one of our convenient locations today and schedule an
appointment for a complimentary hearing check-up.

Appointments are limited.  Call today!

www.lhac.com

Audiology and
Hearing Aid

Centers

G

UARANTE
E

LOW PRICEU
N

BE
ATABLE

The new 2008 digital models have high fidelity circuit design resulting in low dis-
tortion, dual time constant output compression, and increased band width.  This
advanced technology is also available with wide dynamic range compression that
helps in background noise and is also available with dual microphone directional
systems, and offers more than 159 prescription adjustment settings.  Save $500 on
one ear, save $1,000 on two ears during this introductory offer.

Digital 
Chip

Suggested retail $1,695

100% Digital
Prescription Fitted

Full Shell

$1,195ea
On Sale

Suggested retail $1,850

100% Digital
Prescription Fitted

In-The-Canal

$1,350ea
On Sale

Suggested retail $1,950

100% Digital
Prescription Fitted
Completely-In-Canal

$1,450ea
On Sale

Suggested retail $1,495

100% Digital
Prescription Fitted

Behind-The-Ear

$995ea
On Sale

Medicaid
Accepted.

ZERO DOWN
Six & Twelve Months

ZERO INTEREST
With Approved Credit

432-267-7052
211 Johnson
Big Spring

To subscribe,
call

263-7331
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PROBLEMS HEARING?

555 years...
54,3855 ears.

That’ss whatt wee calll experience.

Appointmentss aree limited..  Calll today!

Audiology and
Hearing Aid

Centers

G

UARANTE
E

LOW PRICEU
N

BE
ATABLE

Digital 
Chip

ZERO DOWN
Six & Twelve Months

ZERO INTEREST
With Approved Credit

magenta
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