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ing the Show of Support parade Nov. 15, 2012, in Midland, killing four and injuring 14.

NTSB’s conclusions list myriad problems

City, Show of Support make several changes in the wake of tragic train crash

By Joseph Basco
jbasco@mrt.com

When Show of Support’s annual Hunt For He-
roes event happens Thursday, it will be a banquet
at the Horseshoe, lacking a paradé on the streets.

And when special event orgdmizers file for
permits with the city of Midland, they now must
include a “safety plan” that lays out details such
as route selection and lines of communication,
as recommended by the National Transpoﬂatmu
Safety Board.

These are just some of the changcs that came
out of the Nov. 15, 2012, train crash that killed
four veterans — Marine Chief Warrant Officer
3 Gary Stouffer, 37; Army Sgt. Maj. Lawrence
Boivin, 47, Army Sgt. Joshua Michael, 34; and
Army Sgt. Maj. William Lubbers, 43 — and
mildly to severely injured 14 people. It remains
to be seen whether more changes will come from
the NTSB's list of 18 conclusions that detail
the probable cause of the fatal wreck in which
a Union Pacific train struck Show of Support
parade float carrying veterans and their spouses.

In its first conclusion, the NTSB did not put

any sort of blame on railroad company Union
Pacific by ruling out emergency response, vehicle
maintenance, motor carrier and train operation,
and railway infrastructure as factors in the wreck.

In an ongoing civil lawsuit currently being held
in Dallas, UP and Smith Industries, the Midland
trucking company that provided the tractor-trailer
and its driver, are defendants against military
veterans, spouses and family members affected
by the train crash. UP has said numerous times in
the past that the accident could have been avoided
if the parade float did not go through the raﬂroad
crossing despite the activation of the crossing’s
warning signals.

The second through ninth conclusions address
the driver himself, Dale Hayden, and his role in
the crash. The NTSB concluded that although
Hayden was mentally and physically well during
the parade, outside sources affected his actions
leading up to the crash.

Investigators noted that Hayden felt an ex-
pectation of safety from the law enforcement
officials that escorted the parade from downtown
to the accident site. That expectation of safety,
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James Durbin/Reporter-Telegram

unreleased photo, bystanders and public safety personnel react after a flatbed truck carrying wounded veterans and their families was struck by a train on the Garfield Street crossing dur-

James Durbin/Reporter-Telegram

unreleased photo, public safety officials and others work the
scene of the train crash on Nov. 15.F?12.
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COMPILED BY RACHAEL GLEASON | RGLEASON@m COM

WES PERRY
Mayor of Mildand
t

Mayor Wes Perry felt like he personally con-
nected to the veterans when he gave them the
keys to the city during the Show of Support lun-
cheon before the parade. In the days after the
wreck, Perry held the community together with
hugs and prayer vigils and was overwhelmed
by Midland’s love and support, which he called
“the best part of us.” ;

THE EMOTIONAL HIGHS AND
LOWS OF THE DAY WERE DRAINING

That was the day | passed out the keys to the
city, so it’s a real high moment for me to meet
those folks and meet their spouses and honor
them this way. The only people who get the .
keys to the city are the (military members).
There’s a connection that happens that’s hard to
describe. I connected with one of the veterans
who passed away.

Later, I met with state Sen. (Kel) Seliger and
got the message. I drove to the site of the ac-
cident after it happened, but the first responders
were engaged, and I didn’t want to get in their
way. | went home, and | was just in total shock.
It was the same feeling — or maybe even
worse — from when | was watching the Sept.
11 attacks on television. It was more shocking
because of just the personal connection.

It was such an emotional swing to go from
such a fantastic lunch to this. We loved these
people so much. They were true heroes. |
couldn’t believe this could happen. It was very

we pray, so I thought that was the right thing
to do. Let’s get together for prayer and hugs
and take care of each other like family. The

My first reaction was that a major national
tragedy had occurred in our city, and we had to
find a way to respond to it. I serve as chap-

and went straight to the scene. It was one of the
most difficult things I've ever done. I got to the
scene, and the sheer magnitude of the thing was

Physician

Meredith Moriak 687-8853 emotional. It was just draining emotionally — Persc
mmoriak @mrt.com to the point of physical exhaustion. During
work. ]
B CITY & COUNTY MY FIRST THOUGHT WAS; “LET’S TAKE ?‘”‘;‘r‘:
REPORTER CARE OF EACH OTHER LIKE FAMILY op
Joseph Basco 687-8851 until 1
i | decided to do the prayer vigil that next care of
B GENERAL morning. I thought of us as a family. First thing
ASSIGNMENTS as a family is we get together. In my family,

B GENERAL shock became a reality when I saw (Show of MRT file photo Unite
ASSIGNMENTS Support President and Founder) Terry Johnson |
Rachael Gleason 687-8817 that morning and gave him a hug. That was Homer Ellinger, with Petroscribe, stands next to his monument to the veterans killed in the train accident during ;
(EORITR S met.com the moment when | realized, “There really was  the Show of Support parade in 2012. Lee |
B FEATURES WRITER an event that occurred in Midland, Texas, and their sl
R:gi;li Nk siaauht o people really died.” tant for them to feel that message and convey edy, they come out on the other side stronger. Hartme
687-8870 People were sorry. They were sorrowful. it SO it was not just a message but an actual particy
rvenkainoublion@u ot They would respond with letters and kind reality. ~ she got
thoughts. It was such a reaching out of caring (Tbe Sunday after) was very somber but very when ti
8 ENTERTAINMENT and love for people. That’s Midland. That’s serious because people’s lives had been affect- JEFF THON Blood .
WRITER the best part of us. I was overwhelmed by how  ed. You could feel it in the air — that people needed
Nick Wendel much that came out. The people that were around the congregation wanted to know how - Mjdland Fire Department engineer Jrom cc
687-8859 cared for, the families, were just surrounded those who were affected were getting on. It was
e by people caring for them to the extent that a very caring display. My Fu
B PHOTOGRAPHER they're all coming back this year. They took | Jeff Thon was a member of the honor guard BUT T1
James Durbin 687-8833 care of every one of their needs. }Vhalcvcr COMMUNITIES CAN HEAL waiting to receive the veterans in the parade
jdurbin@mrt.com people wanted, it was done two times over. It FROM NATIONAL TRAGEDIES at the Horseshoe Arena. The 24-year MFD l ql'g"
was amazing to watch. People responded in so ] veteran was one of several firefighters who pen: &
CIRCULATION many different ways. They were waiting like, This was not just an incident; this was a trag- * responded to the crash scene at Garfield and my wo
B DIRECTOR “I'm available, what do you want?” edy of national recognition. People all over the  Front streets. blood ¢
Vincent Cone 687-8829 - country and other places knew what was going the con
vcone @mrt.com THAT DAY TAUGHT US LESSONS on in Midland, Texas. Tragedy can happen any THE CRASH SITE LOOKED 1O our ¢
‘ where and to anybody. None of us are protected | JKE A COMBAT ZONE rolled 1
:ﬂ:‘ﬁ(t‘:“‘ﬁz Al s We learned to do parades better. Things that  from tragedy. If it does happen, people will be
. m“i“um gonzalez@hearstnp. I’ll call best practices that would be suggested called to respond. How you respond can make We were preparing to receive the veterans at Dono
o out of this accident can be applied to other cit- all the difference in the world. the Horseshoe Arena when one of the county HOURS
ies all over the country — standards to prevent Every time I'm moving around downtown, deputies came in. “A train hit the parade.”
ADVERTISING another city or person from being harmed in | pass that intersection. | see the flowers. As a That’s all we heard. We didn’t really know The
8 DIRECTOR any kind of way. We learned to appreciate each  man who was raised in Midland since child- what to expect. Once there, it looked like an of our
Nic Barrera 687-8813 other. I do see that. When you start to have hood, I can’t think of a time where anything (improvised explosive device) explosion. We ment i
nbarrera@hearstnp.com . tragedies, it can bring people together. I do has ever affected my everyday thinking like executed the triage process. Memo
: think we're closer because of it, and 1 do think this accident has. It served as a lesson: When From my own personal perspective, the inci- picked
8@ MANAGER we 're better because of it. We're all in this something to that magnitude happens, you can dent went as smooth as it could have, consider- Big Sp
SOED SROUNOON 08 -5U4 together. live beyond it. You can rebound. Life will go ing the factors leading up to the crash. It went accider
jrouston@met.com If we're watching something related to the on; it’s changed, but it will go on. about as good as you could ask for on that day. The
RETAIL ADS n:nilita_ry. if I see military people in some pla_{:f:, tobe p
682-5311 ext. 4 - I’ll think about the men | met that day, and 1t's - FIRST RESPONDERS HAD TO SEPARATE We eve
heartbreaking. I will never forget. It’s not just THEMSELVES FROM THEIR EMOTIONS answet
CLASSIFIED ADS words. We will never forget this. PRICE ROB[NSON midnig
682-6222 / 682-6999 (fax) i _ That certainly wasn’t an average day for the (donor
mrtclassified@mrt.com - Midland Police Department chief fire department. It was almost a blur. I took be hou
SRODUCTION | over the position of transport officer for the The tbll:
* unit, which means I helped create a path for quic
@ DIRECTOR THE_ REV'_ ROY SMITH The Midland Police Department chief the ambulances to the hospital. I also notified just rej
U S5bpon f‘a?‘”m Tru-Lite Christian Fe“owshlp remembers the scene of the train wreck as hor-  the hospital emergency room of the victims’
PR y . rific and overwhelming, but the first responders  conditions and the estimated time of arrival at Y OU N
FREQUENTLY and support from community members made the hospita[. _ - YOU R
ASKED The Rev. Roy Smith was called on by Terry him proud to call Midland home. Because it was soldiers, it hit home pretty
QUESTIONS Johnson and Mayor Wes Perry to be an “arm hard, (but my job resumed as usual following You
3 How do 1 subanit an of support” for the community after the train IT wAs TI;IE MOST DIFFICULT _ lhl_t crash). | don't'want to sound hard here but and no
announcement for a wedding wreck. For Smith, the intersection is a stark THINGS I'VE EVER DONE this type of work is what we do for a living. SCTVIC'
or engagement”? reminder of what became a national tragedy, You have to_be able to separate yourself from point v
weddings @mrt.com but he believes that through faith, there is still I was in the office that day, and the phone all the emotion that might be tied with it. (But 60 peo
| room for healing. rang. It was the deputy chief. He said, “Did it’s still) a day that you won’t ever forget. difficu
B How can I submit an you hear what happened? | saw a train hit a blood :
obituary? obits@mrt.com THE COMMUNITY RESPONDED trailer.” I was listening to the radio at the time. - a dech
s i i QUICKLY WITH LOVE AND SUPPORT  said, “What trailer”” After I learned it was the prepan
oroblem? Show of Support trailer, I hung up the phone DR. STEVEN REA

CUSTOMER lain for Hunt for Heroes. 1 was ‘headed to the overwhelming. It was just a horrific event. Midland Memorial Hospital's attending
SERVICE HOURS l banquet for that afternoon, and Terry Johnson’s The first responders in Midland are very physician — a Vietnam veteran and 19-year Stone
-n-r._; Woy:GamSpm wife called and asked me to go to the hospital. we!l-trained and well-coordinated. | offered my doctor — fell back on his training when about
Us nmmm;_w;l:-w I was asked by Terry Johnson to be available assistance and worked with the previous public /8 injured patients came into the emergency

for anything that was going on so I could be an

information officer to provide any help that |
arm of su

room the day of the wreck. Dr. Rea praised the
pport for the families. At every vigil, I could.

hospital system for its response, noting some of

same day ox nex day owecwn | was present. I was also at the Hilton, where the his patients even come back to say hello.
deirvery area. we will apply 8 Credi 10 your families were staying, and I do not know of any THE COMMUNITY BECAME STRONGER
account pr redeliver the nex! day

: needs that were not met. |

IT WAS THE WORST TIME

One of the immediate effects of the tragedy
was a display of love and caring for those fami-

WRECK WAS SOMBER, SERIOUS.

After the first initial shock of the magni-

You really got to see Midland, and it made me

!

OF THE DAY TO HAVE A DISASTER.

HOME DELIVERY vas ) _ tude of the tragedy, I got to see how great this |
All subscriptions lies. Qur mayor and City Council reached out community and the people are and the outpour- 1 was the physician on duty that afternoon;
7 oy rent T I e porweex | SO QUICK and so fast. It was handled extremely ing of love and support for the families of the l was running the emergency room. The ER
+otdmon . $473perweek | well. It was handled with the attitude of soldiers. Money was coming in. Resources. | Il — at that time of day, it was
Sundey only + sEdition  $346perweek | caretaking. attended all of the prayer vigil events. People always full — and then it happened, so it was
Mail rates— Texas _ | from across the city were there. They were wung for our system. My instant reaction is,
OetySundey 77 perwesk | THE SUNDAY AFTER THE - hurting just like the soldiers and their families.  “What is going on?” Reports from

paramedics
at the scene said that a train hit a vehicle. My

Sy S8 por et proud. initial reaction was to clear all the rooms, start
o i (During the vigils), I Used Scripture to We definitely became closer. 1 know there finding medical staff and follow my training in
— el demonstrate the care of God for those who love  are things we learned from what a disaster, which at this point became triage —
NOTICE. res0rves the him. They wouid not be forsaken by him or us,  about future and cvents functlons I

| Subscrghons = amy bme who are his arms and legs. It was very impor- think anytige a ¢ unity experiences a trag- Please sbe STOM
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- Show of Support director says the mission must continue

m“mmmmm
from an Odessa American story.
Show of Support Founder Terry Johnson will not
return calis from the Reporter-Telegram about
the Nov. 15, 2012, collision or the upcoming

wtm

white-tailed deer for the

This year, he said he’s
the survivors. Nineteen veterans and their

chcldodlom
back lunch and a

-
e g e "'-"l'r

“Transportation Safety Board's findings. Plaza project that will be built at the south

,lnllead.on'nmnda therewillbea .-
banquctatdwl-lorseshoe“to
finish the mission.” That’s where Hunt for

end of the annex “complex.”
Johnson said he has talked with the
families, and said he is proud of their

Show of Support events. spouses agreed to come, hesnd.'l‘lutlcﬁ Heroes was supposed to end instead of in  healing, though it has happened at a dif-
one couple that survived last year’'s - tears on the second floor of a local hotel ferent pace for each.
By Corey Paul whownllnotlttmd.mdthals  and inside Midland Memorial Hospital. “I really haven’t sat back on my lau-
: because the veteran is deployed abroad, This week, organizers will unveil a rels,” Johnson said. “I'll probably do that
Odessa American Johnson said. - planned memorial at “A” Street and Schar-  when this event is over.”
oy "Iheydontwanttobcmapandcthls bauver Drive. Johnson did not reveal too Still, Johnson said he spent months after
In the days and months after a train year " Johnson said. So there willnotbe  much about the memorial that reportedly ~  the wreck reliving the moment.

collided with a Show of Support float on
Nov. 15, 2012, Show of Support director
Terry Johnson said some 150 veterans

contacted him, encouraging him not to

stop the events intended to honor veterans
and their spouses.
There were banquets, there were shop-
ping sprees for the wives, and there were

discuss “h

Johnson said he isn’t sure there would
beoncmywstocomoandsmdwhﬂe
“we’ve leamed and there’ sthmgs we’ll be
looking at going forﬂmi he declined to
s.” ~ Midland County Judge Mike Bradford
- said Friday there will be a press confer-

ence Monday to announce the Heroes

“I just don’t want to go there yet,” he
said, but added he accepted the National

From 2A

helping and assessing all of the injured.
It was the hardest time of the day to have a disaster.

But we had a plan in place. We are trained to do this. We

always think, fall back on your training when this hap-
pens and do what you have to do. I accessed injuries and
found the necessary staff to help those patients. Patients
ranged from the cntically ill to scraps and abrasions from
jumping off the trailer.

PATIENT CARE WAS TOP NOTCH,
BUT TRAFFIC BECAME A PROBLEM

The hospital emergency preparedness system works
perfectly, and I’m proud to be affiliated with Midland
Memorial Hospital. Everybody came together, focused
and took care of the most critical patients first.

There was a lot of discussion about what worked, what
didn’t work and what we could do better. Patient care was
not a problem. But the ER filled up with (responders) and
bystanders. Traffic was a problem. I think the hospital
learned to always be prepared and to continue our work on
disaster preparedness. You never know when it will strike.

I STAYED UNTIL THE LAST
PATIENT WAS CARED FOR

Personally, I probably still think about it every week.”
During the disaster, we did what had to (in order) to
work. Then it hit emotionally, and I had to stop and think
about what really happened to these wounded soldiers on
top of what they already had been through. I stayed up
until 1 a.m. that mght to make sure they were all taken
care of.

Lee HARTMANN
United Blood Services director

Lee Hartmann said more than 250 donors rolled up
their sleeves to donate in the days following the wreck.
Hartmann, who usually rides in the parade but did not
participate in the Show of Support event last year, said
she got a call from a friend who was near Front Street
when the wreck occurred. The early call allowed United
Blood Services to be prepared not only for those who
needed blood but also for the “overwhelming support”
from community members who wanted to donate it.

MY FIRST REACTION WAS EMOTIONAL,
BUT THEN MY WORK SIDE KICKED IN

I remember thinking, “Oh my God, how can this hap-
pen?” and feeling sorry that this tragedy occurred. But
my work side immediately kicked in. Even though our
blood center and drives were closing for the day, I knew
the community would want to respond. We reached out
to our employers and went over to Midland Center. We
rolled up our sleeves and went to work.

DONORS WAITED FOR
HOURS TO LEND A HAND

The emotional part had to be put aside right away. All
of our staff showed up. Our hospital services depart-
ment immediately started sending units over to Midland
Memorial (Hospital) before they even asked for it. We
picked up blood from the Medical Center, Stanton and
Big Spring, so it was available immediately for the

~ accident.

The response was overwhelming, and it’s a challenge
to be prepared for (that). We had people from churches.
We even had a judge come by. Some people just came to
answer the phones. ... Our last donor ... was finished after
midnight. It’s unfortunate people had to wait. So many
(donors) stayed for hours. We told them it was going to
be hours before they could be seen, and they still waited.
The blood the patients were using was donated in the
quiet heurs before the accident. The blood they donated
just replaced our supply, and they understood that.

YOU NEVER KNOW WHEN
YOU’RE GOING TO NEED BLOOD

You can’t help but drive through the intersection

and not look at the crosses. Speaking for United Blood
Services, we're for situations like this to the
point we can be. We’re a small operation, seeing 50 to
60 people a day. When you collect from 80 to 100, it’s
difficult for us to handle an influx of donors. In terms of
blood supply, the donors help maintain it. When there’s
a decline, they come in and donate. They enable us to be

prepared. You never know when you’re going to need it.

HoMER ELLINGER

Stone carver

The owner of the etching and engraving company
Petroscribe channeled his shock and disbelief into stone
memorials for the fallen veterans in the days after the
wreck. One of the memorials, which features four etched
military graphics with the date of the accident, sits near
the intersection of Front and Garfield streets. Ellinger is
still looking for a home for his second memonrial, a prayer
for the four veterans and their families.

IT WAS A SOMBER DAY

My friend, Debbie, called me
t, “There’s no

justthcned.ldldntboﬁeveher I though
way m'tmanethonemleo lives — they were
forever. It was

lives were changed
asomhetday hMteﬁenMﬁbﬂsbeenayw
Right after I got over the shock, I thought I had to do

m I made that stone and put it up a day or two
. I made one for everyone who was on the float!

crylog'andtoldlmwhat |

Johnson said.

MRT file photo

The Rev. Roy Smith comforts Show of Support Founder and
President Terry Johnson on the morning of Nov. 16, 2012, after
a community prayer service for all those involved in the veterans
parade accident.

and mailed it off to everyone who was on the float. |

‘made a stone for the DoubleTree by Hilton. A nice lady

named Helen called me and commissioned a piece. 1 got
to meet some of the people. One of the guys — Mark
Juarez, he was in the third row — stopped by and thanked
me in person. I got a picture taken with him. I've gotten a
lot of positive feedback from all the veterans. But I can’t
put my (prayer) monument at the site. The railroad called
immediately and said I can’t put it up. I asked a few
county commissioners if I could pat it at the Horseshoe
(Arena) bécause that’s where the event was.

EVERYBODY WAS AFFECTED

This is a very caring community, and everybody was
affected. Even those who weren’t (involved) were af-
fected because we’re such a close-knit community.

It’s kind of like the baby Jessica thing. It’s a terrible
way to bring us all together, but it’s one of those things

will include a $850,000 a bronze monu-

ment and something akin to the eternal

flame. It will take about 18 months to build. outcome would have been completely
“My job is to say thanks to soldiers,”

. “It was a long chain of events that if
anyonelmkhadboenbroken then the

different,” Johnson said. “In the beginning
you start what-iffing it to death. What if
this? What if that? What if one link had
been a little bit different? But it comes to
a point; it’s that chain of events.”

= e = e rw

we’ll never forget in Midland history. Sad. Tragic. But
very memorable.

ScorT MOORE

Sales associate

Scott Moore, of Consolidated Electrical Distribution,
witnessed the train hit the parade float carrying the
veterans. Moore said the store, which was located near
the scene of the wreck at the time but has since moved,
became a shelter for people, and he warns drivers to be
careful when driving across the tracks.

WE PROVIDED SHELTER FROM THE CHAOS, CARNAGE -

I was in shock. I saw the chaos. There was a body
lying on the curb; there was a body under the flatbed. |
froze because I never saw that kind of carnage. During
the whole scene, everybody was running around trying
to comfort someone; they used our store as a checkpoint.
We provided shelter out the chaos. We gave them a place
to sit, cry.

I ended up having to work that Saturday and wore
camouflaged boots out of respect. (I did it again Fniday).
The guy that did the stone carving, | really respect what
he did. I think it’s unfair the community won’t let him put
up the (prayer) memorial. |

PEOPLE NEED TO BE VIGILANT WHEN
DRIVING ACROSS TRAIN TRACKS

I don’t think the community has learned a single
thing. We’ve had six wrecks (involving trains in Midland
County) since November. I typically take that route, and
| see a lot of people stopping on the tracks, not caring at
all. Sometimes they get stuck, and if the person in front
of them feels like being rude, they won’t move forward.
People need to be more careful.

Dillard’s

%mzm

Purchase an UGG Australia boot during our event and
a professional artist will personalize your purchase with an
etching design of your choice.

UG.:

a us tr a i

This product contains real fur from sheep or lamb fur origin: Australia, European Union or
United States real fur has been artificially dyed and treated. Imported.

Selection varies by size and store. Call 1-800-345-5273 to find a Dillard’s stqre near you.

Point Days

Elite Cardmembers will eam 4 Rewand Points §or every $1 spent at Dillard's or Dillards.com when they use their Dillard's
Eite Card from November 15-17, 2013!* More points means it's easier to eam your next Reward. Don't miss out!
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" TRAIN CRASH TIMELINE

Events from the day of the parade tragedy and the aftermath

COMPILED BY JOSEPH Basco | JBASCO@MRT.COM

Nov. 15, 2012

Parade float drivers Dale Hayden and
James Atchison drove their S'ngh Indus-
tries tractor-trailers to the Doubletree by
Hilton hotel in downtown Midland an
hour or so before the Show of Support
Hunt for Heroes parade began at about 4
p.m. At the hotel, the military veterans to
be honored at the Hunt for Heroes banquet
waited until the parade started.

It was there at the hotel that the tractor-
trailers were decorated and equipped with
chairs for the parade. Both drivers said
to the National Transportation Safety
Board that a pre-parade meeting was not
conducted.

As the parade departed from the hotel to
the Horseshoe, Midland County Sher-
iff’s Office deputies escorted the parade
while Midland Police Department officers
blocked off the intersections along the
parade route, allowing the parade to pass
through red traffic lights.

As the parade floats carrying 24 couples
— veterans and their spouses — ap-
proached Garfield Street railroad crossing,
the drivers noted how bumpy the intersec-
tion was, so they took effort to ensure that
they cleared the tracks safely as to not
dislodge the passengers on the float, ac-
cording to NTSB interviews.

When it was Hayden’s turn to cross
the tracks, the crossing’s signals were
already activated and the gate arms began
to descend. According to statements from
multiple witnesses, some of the veterans
on the float attempted to raise the gate
back up as the float continued to maneu-
ver the crossing.

At about 4:35 p.m., the train traveling
at 62 mph hit the parade float that Hayden
was driving. Four died from the crash: 14
were injured.

The four veterans who died were Marine
Chief Warrant Officer 3 Gary Stoufter,

37: Army Sgt. Maj. Lawrence Boivin, 47:
Army Sgt. Joshua Michael, 34; and Army
Sgt. Maj. William Lubbers, 435.

As the injured were transported to hos-
pitals for treatment, the NTSB immediate-
ly began investigating the wreck. On-site

investigating would continue through Nov.
27.

Nov. 16, 2012

Mayor Wes Perry and many others filled
Centennial Plaza to mourn and express
their support for the victims. At the vigil,
Perry said the accident was the most tragic
event Midland has ever experienced.

Also at this time, people were donating
blood and money for the victims. Show of
Support raised more than $400.000 and
distributed the funds to families affected
by the crash through March.

Nov. 17, 2012

NTSB conducted in-person interviews
with Hayden and Atchison. The tran-
scripts were not released until May 22

Nov. 27, 2012
NTSB concluded its on-site testing.

Nov. 28, 2012

Attorneys Kevin Glasheen and Bob
Pottroff filed a civil lawsuit in the 44 1st
District Court of Midland County. The
attorneys initially represented a few veter-
ans and their spouses but now represent a
great majority of the families affected by
the train crash.

In their original petition, the plaintiffs
claimed that UP and Smith Industnies
were negligent by having short railroad
crossing warning times and also by failing
to exercise reasonable care for its pas-
sengers. The petition did not claim that
Hayden was to blame for the crash.

DEc. 5, 2012

NTSB released a single page prelimi-
nary report that provided details that were
already released, but also included the
fact that the parade float struck a Midland
County Sheriff’s Office deputy’s Ford
Crown Victoria. The report also stated that
the deputy, along with 13 float passengers

Coucwsmus
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In this previously unreleased photo, public safety personnel i

struck by a train during the Show of Support parade Nov. 15, 2012, in Midiand.

were injured, but the two train crew mem-
bers, the parade float driver, and seven
other float passengers were not injured.

Dec. 7, 2012

MPD concluded its investigation of the
accident and handed it over to the District
Aitorney’s office. MPD did not file any
charges against Hayden. |

Dec. 17, 2012

Glasheen and a team of inspectors
gathered evidence atthe Garfield Street
crossing and at Smith Industries’ office on
State Highway 158. They photographed
the intersection from various distances
inside a locomotive, as well as inspect
the crossing signal system and a tractor-
trailer.

At the crossing site, Glasheen said that
many unapproved modifications were
made. including a replaced signal con-
troller. After the testing, UP announced
it was changing the crossing signal to
allow more buffer time but added that this
modification was unrelated to the train.
accident.

Dec. 27, 2012

In Dallas, attorney Charla Aldous, rep-
resenting widow Catherine Stouffer, filed a
civil suit in the 116th District Court of Dal-:
las County. This lawsuit also claimed that”
UP and Smith Industries were negligent.

JAN. 9

Assistant District Attorney Eric Kalenak
presented the investigation to the a grand
jury, who subsequently did not indict
Hayden. The grand jury would meet again
every month until June 27.

Jan. 23

44 ] st District Court Judge Rodney Sat-

* terwhite set the jury trial date for Apnl 14

2014.

Glasheen released a statement an- +
nouncing that more families have joined
the lawsuit. The statement detailed the
extent of the injuries that some of the '
veterans and spouses suffered. |

Richard Sanchez was paralyzed and i is .
still being treated for paraplegia in Demiu.
Todd King suffered back injuries and post:
traumatic stress disorder. Laci King and
Keli Pleyo suffered knee and back inju-
ries, respectively. Travis Reichert suffered
from some physical injury and PTSD. The
Kibby couple also suffered from PSTD.
Meg Ladner lost her leg at the hip and was
hospitalized in Atlanta.

Fes. 15
Union Pacific cited the city of Midland,

Midland County and Show of Support as
responsible third parties in the ongoing

From 1A

lawsuit, claiming that the parties “failed to
exercise ordinary care in the performance
of their duties and activities in connec-
tion with the parade.” In UP’s motion for
leave, it acknowledged how none of the
responsible third parties had a lookout at
the railroad crossing to see if a train was
approaching.

MARCH 1

The city’s first major overhaul of its
special events ordinance in more than 50
years went into effect. It included more
restrictive requirements for special event
organizers, including a 30-day cutoff point
from the event date to apply for a permit,
obtaining general liability insurance worth
$2 million and the need for City Council
to approve a parade route if it crossed
train tracks. All special event permit ap-
plications also now included wording that
said the contract indemnifies the city of
Midland from lawsuits.

MARCH 12

Satterwhite recused himself from the
lawsuit case, though he did comment as
to why he did so. Seventh Administrative
Judicial Region Judge Dean Rucker chose
retired Judge Robert H. Moore 111 as Sat-
terwhite’s replacement.

MARCH 26

Feeling pressure from the Patriot Guard
Riders who claimed the $2 million general
liability insurance was not feasible to
obtain, City Council authorized the city to
obtain insurance for itself from the Texas
Municipal League. The council noted dur-
ing its meeting that this was the first step
toward reducing the special event ordi-
nance’s steep requirements.

APRIL 4

The city then exempted the Patriot
Guard Riders from having to obtain a

parade permit, as it classified lhelr escorts
of veterans as “honor processions.”

In what was the final revision of its spé» <

cial event ordinance for a while, council
reduced the cutoff point for submitting as &2,
parade permit to 15 days before the date

of the event. The new lax restrictions also
deleted the requirement lhat spectators be
covered under organizers’ insurance and
deleted a $10,000 deductible.

And the most drastic revision, prompted
by the city’s purchase of insurance for itself,
was the lessening of organizer’s insurance
from a requirement to a recommendation.

May 22

NTSB released a slew of documenta-
tion related to the train wreck, including

e —

The 11th and 12th conclusions

discuss how visual clues could have

Du'l'mﬂ

investigate the scene after a flatbed truck carrying wounded veterans and their families was

interview transcripts and photographs.

In some of the interview transcripts with
UP conductor Nathan Scott and engineer
Simon Terrazas, the UP employees said to
NTSB interviewers that on the day of the
accident, they saw the parade floats cross
the Garfield Street tracks but did not no-
tice that people were on the float until the
train got closer at an unspecified distance.
At that point, they blew the train horn and
applied brakes.

JUNE 27

The grand jury met for the final ime
on the train accident case. The grand jury
never released a report with safety recom-
mendations, though it was initially stated
by Kalenak that they would have done so.

Apc. 23

Plaintiffs dismissed the lawsuit in Mid-
land and filed to merge with the ongoing
Dallas lawsuit. Glasheen said at the time
that merging the lawsuits eliminated redun-

. dancy. UP opposed the change of venue,

citing that all parties have been spending
months preparing for a t:nal in Midland.

Nov. 5

An NTSB board met ‘and released its
probable cause and 18 conclusions.

Investigators determined that the prob-
able cause of the accident was by the city
of Midland and Show of Support’s failure
to identify and mitigate risks. Contrib-
uting factors included a lack of traffic
signal cues to tell law enforcement that an
approaching train pre-empted the Garfield
Street crossing traffic lights and an expec-
tation of safety that Hayden experienced
due to the law enforcement escort that led
him through multiple red traffic lights.

Nov. 12

Attempting 10, conduct sight distance
testing similar to what they did in Dec.
2012, plaintiffs’ attorneys were denied
access to the accident site by City Coun-
cil. Perry said that they denied the request

: because the city was not a party in the

suit and there was no need to get
ed in 1t.

Nov. 15

On the one year anniversary of the fatal
crash, Patriot Guard Riders, Show of Sup-
port Founder and President Terry Johnson,
several veterans and spouses involved in
the train wreck and Midlanders gathered
in Centennial Plaza in the evening to
honor the four veterans who died.

ArriL 21, 2014
The Iawsmﬁexmwd to go to trial in .
Dallas. @« :
e ) |
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wounded veterans and their families

combined with the parade’s noise,
impaired Hayden’s ability to hear the
railroad crossing warning bells and
train horn.

The crossing’s warning system has
become the crux of the civil lawsuit
that is not expected to go to trial until
April 21, 2014. In its 10th conclusion,
the NTSB said the system provided
20 seconds of warning, as required by
federal regulations,

Plaintiffs’ attorneys in the suit claim
that UP was negligent by failing to
provide reasonable and timely audio
and visual warnihg signals for the
crossing. In response to the NTSB's
conclusions and probable cause, Lub-
bock attorney Kevin Glasheen released
a statement saying that the NTSB has
not seen most of the evidence they

- have developed for the case, more

specifically depositions from UP
employees that allegedly admitted that
their warning signals malfullcl:ltmed

and that UP was negligen§

communicated to the law enforcement
escorts that a train was approaching
the Garfield Street and Front Street
railroad crossing. NTSB stated that
visual clues mdmtmg t the traffic
lights were pre-empted by an ap-
proaching train could have added as
much as 10 seconds of
warning time fnr law enfl
officials.

The 13th through lSth conclusions
place the blame on the city of Midland
and Show of Support for the wreck.
The conclusions state that the city
failed to follow its own ordinances
by not having Show of Support file a
parade permit for multiple years, and
then added that neither party notified
UP in advance of the parade.

The final three conclusions hit on
the NTSB's recommendation for the
city of Midland and other communi-
ties across the country to implement
plans to nt accidents such

mm.”[hcm

NTSB stated that

‘Organizers to make a safety
- statement released the day the.NTSB

'mleawdmﬁndmp.thecltylﬂm
. mnedclm;estothespeculm

fail ta-develop a safety p

Earlier this year, in thc momhs fol-
lowing the train wreck, the city began
revising its special event ordinance

multiple times. By she end of the edits,

‘ to sign a
contract that 1

lawsuits. In May, the council reversed

its requirement for organizers to have
$2 million general liability insurance

into a recommendation for $1 mil-
obtained

lion insurance after the city
its own insurance through the Texas
Municipal League

And in mherudntpost -NTSB in-
vestigation, the city also now requires
plan. In a

although they have already imple-,

ordinance, the NTSB’s expert

leads them to think that there 'm

work to be done. oo
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Administration Building %2 Centennial branch. generated

sales tax income from
IMMM For more information, call Rhonda  two months
“-.'I'bhllﬂm Source: City of Midiand
reports
8:30 p.m. Friday Home monthiy reading event is
Hail basement for 4:30-5:30 p.m. Lottery
% month's featured book is “The

| Night Before Thanksgiving” L '
Club Each child will receive a copy ::&sﬁ’q
support groups of the book. Refreshments will be Pick § day: 480 -
' o served. To make a reservation, call Pick 3 night: 4-1-9
B Overeaters Anonymons; 430 9851112 Dally 4 day: 4-6-4-2
p.m., B&J Plaza, 206 N. Mickiff Road, _ Dally 4 night: 1-8-59
Suite 1-D; 5563-1031. Dally 4 day: 1-5-84

of

B Midiand Odessa Chapter 4 night: 6-3-7-7

the United Ostomy Association, 2:30 Five: 16-19-20-32-37
p.m., Midiand Memorial Hospital West Lotto Texas: 1-13-19-23-35-43
Glan Powerball: 10-29-37-44-59
Midiand Walkabout Volkssport PB. 10

Club, 5 p.m., First Presbyterian 'All or Nothing 2-3-6-
Church; 687-2588. 10-11-12-13-14-15-16-21-23

- . All or Nothing day: 2-3-4-7-8-10-

Community calendar 11-14-17-18-22-24
- sirisemene
I A prediabetes class is planned s

for 6:30 p.m. Tuesday at the Midland ﬂﬂﬂ:‘#”?“'
County Public Library Centennial 10-11-19-20-21
branch, 2503 W. Loop 250, .

Prediabetes is a a condition in

which a person’s blood glucose levels
are higher than normal but not high

mmamdmz

lhwﬂﬂmﬂ\m
awareness month, Gary Montuori is
to discuss on his personal experi-
ences with diabetes and taking insulin
1o help control his blood sugar. The
program is 6:30 p.m.Thursday at the

Make your home
Viarble-ous with new
countertops from

- Doing business in Texas for over 30 years.
Locally Owned & Operated.
Let Accent help you with your next remodel
Kitchen Countertops * Vanities ® Bartops * Fireplace Surrounds
Mon-Fri 9AM-5PM « Saturday 9AM - Noon
4309 SCR 1290 (Coors Road) = Odessa, TX 79765
(432) 563-8004 - accentgranitemidland.com

SHOWROOM & INDOOR SLAB GALLERY

WOW! Look at these Rates!
Single Premium Fixed Deferred Annuity

3.40% Years 2-5
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Today in history

in 1558, Elizabeth | acceded o
the English throne upon the death of
Queen Mary.
in 1869, the Suez Canal opened
n Egypt.
in 1911, the Alrican-American
fraternity Omega Psi Phi was founded
ECMM' in Washington,
in 1917, French sculptor Auguste
Rodin died in Meudon at age 77.

In 1934, Lyndon Baines Johnson
marmied Claudia Alta Taylor, better
known as Lady Bird, in San Antonio.

in 1962, Washington's Dulles
international Airport was dedicated
by President John F. Kennedy.

in 1969, the first round of Strategic
Arms Limitation Talks between the
United States and the Soviet Union
opened in Helsinki, Finland.

in 1970, the Soviet Union landed
an unmanned, remote-controlied
vehicle on the moon, the Lunokhod 1.
In 1973, President Richard Nixon

TRUNK SHOW

4.40% Year1l || - Tuesday & Wednesday
November 19th & 20th

10:00 - 5:30

ding PORTER'S THRIFTWAY

told Associated Press managing edi-
tors in Orlando, Fla.: “People have got
10 know whether or not their president
is a crook. Well, 'm not a crook”

in 1979, lrans Ayatoliah Khomeini
ordered the release of 13 black and/ -
or female American hostages being
heid at the U.S. Embassy in Tehran.

in 1987, a federal jury in Denver
convicted two neo-Nazis and acquit-
ted two others of civil rights violations
in the 1984 slaying of radio talk show
host Alan Berg.

In 2000, the Florida Supreme
Court froze the state's presidential
tally, forbidding Secretary of State
Katherine Harris from certifying re-
mammmmm
as George W was

Sy e et
Dmm'IAIGme Also, a federal ap-
peals court refused to block recounts
under way in two heavily Democratic
counties.

In 2003, Texas Rangers shortstop
Alex Rodriguez won the American
League Most Valuable Player award.

o

INE JEWELRY
2101 WEST WADLEY, SUITE 31, MIDLAND, TX 79707
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at the Budweiser Stage Friday & Saturday

BILLY JOE SHAVER
RAY WYLIE HUBBARD

Lincoin Durham

wpne-mnarews-cane — ANthony Ray Wright Band -
Bonnie Bishop » Matt Skinner
Los Pinche Gringos * Grupo de la Paz

and many more!

Children’s Activities
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Open Air Art & Food Market
Silent & Live Auctions at Granada Theatre
Human Powered Puppetry Parade Noon Saturday
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Rubio seeks to reconnect with the right

.
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By Michael Mishak line, if he chooses t;) run.” mﬁ are political. They
+ To do so successfully, note in one case, a
e Rubio would need to re- hit-and-run in which Rubio
‘ kindle the conservative fire thought the sentence was
MIAMI — Stung by con- _
servative backlash %arjl"icr among the tea party voters 100 lenient, the lead pros-
this year, Marco Rubio has who elevated an obscure ecutor and an administrative
spent months seemingly state legislator into a na- judge wrote the senator
trying to convince skeptical E:nnal sensation — and who saying Thomas had acted
fellow Republicans that he’s 3¢ Poised to help christen fairly.
more than just the Florda the next GOP standard- “To me, that would
senator who championed bearer. Right now, Rubio 1s not be a basis to prevent
comprehensive immigration closely associated with the confirmation process
by - the stalled immigration from going forward,” said
He joined the drive to bill that at a conference of Yolanda Strader, president
defund President Barack conservatives this summer of Miami’s largest associa-
Obama'’s health care law he was heckied with cries of tion for black lawyers.
though his voice grew softer PO dr?mesty. While some of Rubio’s
as the resulting government ' These days, he rarely actions could alienate mod-
shutdown andghi artv sank mentions lmmlgrathn. And erates and in(klxﬂdtﬂts ina
in polls. He then tﬁme}éi e after months of arguing for general election, they have

championing social 1ssues
like legislative prayer.

the passage of the compre- .
hensive bill he helped write,
Rubio said he now favors

not gone unnoticed in the
early-voting states that play

: - i an outsized role in pick-
On Saturday, Rubio dglw the piecemeal approach of ing pmsiﬂcnﬁalllenop"c <
ered the keynote address :fl House leaders, who have There, social issues are
aﬁtuqdrmse; ‘for the Fl.m_ldd focused primarily on border often at the top of Republi-
Family Policy Council, an security and enforcement. cans’ concermns.
evangelical group that led He has said he’s being “re- “Marco Rubio. ia Jook-
the successful 2008 r;f'fort alistic” about the prospects ing at his entire body of
g;;:n 82y :;ﬂggﬁﬂl;ge of far-reaching changes in work, fits very well into the
potential presidential can- v Rc;:)u'bhun o AP file photo  Mainstream of l'l}e values of
didate plans to deliver what owes Lhdm_ber. : . South Carolina,” said Bob
Sades dlzscribc s & imatos Mea_nw hile, Rubio has Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., left, accompanied by Sen. Mike Lee, R-Utah, speaks during a news McAlister, a GOP consul-

1 minindg ) used his perch on the Senate  conference Sept. 27 on Capitol Hill in Washington. Rubio has seemingly spent months trying o tant who helped run Sen.
f()l'ﬂlgll P‘D“C)f SPEECh E}‘[ foreign relations and intel- convince skeptical Republicans to look at the other issues he’s taken up besides comprehensive John McCain’s campai
the conservative American  Jjoence committees to push  immigration reform. The potential presidential candidate joined the drive to defund President Barack 1, ;) 2008 paign
Enterprise Institute. for stiffer sanctions on Iran  0Pama's health care law. He then turned to foreign policy matters and social issues such as legisla- rcin -

Taken together, Repub-
licans said the actions sug-
gest two things: that Rubio
Is trying to reconnect with
activists still smarting over
his support for an immigra-
tion overhaul that included
a path to citizenship for
millions of immigrants liv-
ing here illegally, and that
he’s trying to find an 1ssue
that resonates with conser-
vatives, in the way Texas
Sen. Ted Cruz is linked to
fighting “Obamacare™ and
Kentucky Sen. Rand Paul
to criticizing the president’s
use of drone strikes.

That’s important if Rubio
wants to stand out 1n a
potentially crowded GOP
presidential field, where

and greater accountability
on foreign aid.

He’s also emphasizing his
right-leaning positions on
social issues, which aides
said is simply a reflection
of the Flornida senator's con-
servative passions; he 1s a
devout Catholic who wears
a bracelet highlighting
his opposition to abortion
rights.

“Sen. Rubio is a commit-
ted movement conservative
who is active on almost ev-
ery front in the fight for the
values that make America
great,” said spokésman Alex
Conant. “The values and
principles he’s fighting for
right now are the same ones
he’s been fighting for as

tive prayer.

economic well-being.”

As the Supreme Court
considered a case about the
constitutionality of prayer
in government meetings,
Rubio wrote op-eds for
Christian and conservative
media outlets defending
the role of public religious
expression. In interviews,
Rubio backed the town of
Greece, N.Y., which sought
to overturn an appeals court
ruling that barred the Roch-
ester suburb from beginning
its council meetings with
mostly Christian prayers.

This month, he opposed
Senate legislation that
would prohibit workplace
discrimination against gay,

weeks of pregnancy.

Some of the actions have

drawn criticism.

In recent months, Rubio

quietly withdrew his sup-

port for the nomination of
a Miami judge who would

have been the first openly
gay black man on the
federal bench. Although

he initially backed William

Thomas for a seat on the

U.S. District Court for the
Southern District of Flonda

last year, a spokeswoman
said further review raised
concerns about the judge’

S

“judicial temperament and

his willingness to impose

appropriate criminal sen-
tences’ in two cases.

Legal and civil rights
groups have alleged Rubio’s

Join Us For Our

Third Annual _
Merry Market

“We want a president
who is conservative to the
core on foundational 1ssues
but at the same time realis-
tic and has the ability to get
things done,” he said.
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he is generally viewed as long as he’s been in public bisexifal and transgender
less strident than Cruz and office.” Americanss In a statement
former Sen. Rick Sqnttlmm Last month, Rubio won his office saitd Rubio was
but more conservative than standing ovations from concerned bill could

New Jersey Gov. Chnis
Chnristie. Rubio’s advisers
said the senator long has
emphasized his conserva-
tive positions and would
benefit from the fact that,
unlike others, he’s able to
talk about them 1n a way
that doesn’t turn off voters
from other parts of the
political spectrum.

“There 1s still a space
in the Republican primary
field for someone to emerge
as the conservative alterna-
tive to Christie,” said Scott
Reed, a Republican who ran
Bob Dole’s 1996 campaign.
“Rubio’s at the front of the

ALL SMILE@EETH

Family Dentistry

432-682-3729

activists at the Values Voter
Summit in Washington
when he affirmed his Chnis-
tian faith and denounced
what he called a “nsing

tide of intolerance”™ toward
social conservatives.

“I've also been lectured,
as many of you have, about
how we need to stop talk-
ing about social issues if
we want to win elections,”
Rubio told the crowd. “But
if we're serious about sav-
ing the American dream,
we can'’t stop talking about
these issues. ... The moral
well-being of our people
1s directly linked to their

result in “frivolous law-
suits”” for small businesses
and wanted to ensure that
“religious freedoms under
the First Amendment are
protected.” Last week, he
co-sponsored a bill that
would ban abortion after 20
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50% Off
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Tuesdav, Nov. 19th — Saturday. Nov. 23rd

Register For Drawings

All Accessories, Including Art,

Rugs & Lamps
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Kitchen and Tabletop Accessories
Top-of-the-Line Cookware

"needs full-time care for thei: Alzheimer’s.

Be sure you ask the right questions.

1) Is this a Certified Alzheimer’s Nursing Care Center?

A Licensed Nursing Care Center can become a certified Alzheimer’s Care Center by the state
and then is required to have a higher staff to recipient care ratio than a Licensed Assisted Living
facility. This ratio is a very.important indicator of excellent and consistent personal care.

Manor Park’s John F. Younger Alzheimer’s Care Center is certified and meets or

exceeds all state standards. o,
2) What certification is required for your staff? * |
All staff at a Certified Nursing Facility must have documented training in the care and

handling of the Alzheimer’s resident; at least eight hours of orientation and A
annual continuing education in Alzheimer’s disease and related disorders.

At Manor Park, our emj
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the new Personfirst training which places a focus on human =~ =
dignity, relationship building dnd personal growth. We have
 registered and licensed nurses interacting with our — *
residents 24 hours a d.\; seven days a week o
intellectual stimulation? , =~ .
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“Alzheimer’s paﬁmu?hmbmm to nprove
enjoy a better quality of life with a stimulsting fiving

We've got everything you need
| for a deficlous meaf and a
beautiful tabfe o make
It a perfect Thanksgiving
2101 W. Wadiley, Suite 24 - Midiand, TX
: (432) 6846821

- A

Ll e — g & -t

i il gy, W= 0 0= . L e e S — . e A e e W e e et e ‘*‘*##Wﬂ*‘u‘--‘a-n e -.-,.,..‘._...‘....J




d Bob
nsul-
Sen.

ent

to the
1Ssues

realis-
to get

= e i il s —

|
1
!
)

AP file photo

Mail carrier Lou Holscher walks his route Feb. 6 on East 7th Street in Casper, Wyo. The U.S. Postal
Service said Friday it lost $5 billion over the past year, and postal officials again urged Congress to
pass legisiation to help the beleaguered agency solve its fnnanclal WOes.

Post office reports loss of $5 billion for year

By Sam Hananel

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The
U.S. Postal Service said
Friday it lost $5 billion
over the past year, and
postal officials again urged
Congress to pass legisla-
tion to help the belea-
guered agency solve its
financial woes. |

In a positive sign, the
loss was a fraction of the
record $15.9 billion the
Postal Service
losing last year. But it was
still the agency’s seventh
straight.annual loss and
came despite its first
growth in revenue since
2008.

Operating revenue rose
1.2 percent to $66 billion,
thanks to growth in the
post office’s package de-
livery business and higher
volume in standard mail.
That was not enough to
offset long-term losses in

- first class mail — the post

office’s most profitable

service — where revenues

declined by 2.4 percent.

“We’ve achieved some
excellent results for the
year in terms of inno-
vations, revenue gains
and cost reductions, but
without major legislative
changes, we cannot over-
come the limitations of our
inflexible business model,”
Postmaster General Patrick
Donahoe said.

The Postal Service has
struggled for years with
declining mail volume,
but the lion’s share of
its financial plight stems

from a 2006 congressional

requirement that it make
annual $5.6 billion pay-
ments to cover ex
health care costs for future
retirees. It has defaulted on
three of those payments.
Postal officials have
been pressing Congress to
let the agency end Sat-
urday mail delivery and
reduce the payments for
retiree health benefits. But

prospects for a legisla-

tive fix are increasingly
unlikely this year.

“The lack of action 1s
simply unfair to custom-
ers and employees and
all the stakeholders that
depend on a healthy postal
service,” Donghoe said.

The Postal Service also
has asked for an emer-
gency rate increase in the
cost of a first-class stamp
from 46 to 49 cents. That
request must be approved
by the independent Postal
Regulatory Commission.

Donahoe said the"Postal
Service saved $1 billion
over the past year by con-
solidating 143 mail pro-
cessing centers, eliminat-
ing 1,400 delivery routes
and modifying retail hours
in more than 7,000 post
offices. It has also reduced
its career workforce by
37,400 through attrition.

Fredric Rolando, presi-
dent of the National Asso-
ciation of Letter Carriers,
one of the Postal Service's
largest unions, suggested
the agency would have
had an operating profit of
$600 million if 1t did not
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have to pay the congressio-
nally mandated $5.6 billion
charge for pre-funding fu-
ture retiree health benefits.
Rolando urged lawmakers
to reject any bills “that fo-
cus on slashing service and
attacking postal employees
and instead focus on fixing
the pre-funding fiasco.”
Earlier this week, the
agency announced a lucra-
tive deal with retail giant
Amazon to begin package

delivery on Sunday. While

growing Internet use has
shrunk the volume of first
class mail dramatically, the
rise of online shopping has
been a boon to the Postal
Service’s package delivery
business.

Revenue from package
services rose by $923 mil-
lion, or 8 percent, last year
and shipping and package
services now represent 16
percent of the agency’s
revenues.

The Postal Service is an
independent agency that
does not depend.on tax
money for its operations
but is subject to congres-
sional control.
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Herb Crusted Prune Rib carved by the Ch > 3
Turkey » Honey Glazed Ham « Almond Crusted Cod « Chicken Monterey

Dressing with Giblet Gravy « French Cut Green Beans
Candied Yams « Sweet Corn ¢ Fresh Fruit Display .
Salad Station « Fresh Baked Dinner Rolls « Loaded Mashed Potatoes
Pumpkin Pie « Pecan Pie « Cakes & Pastries + Jack Daniels Bread Pudding

Thursday, November 28, 2013 Adults $19.95 - Seniors $17.95
Serving Time: 10:00am - 2:00pm Children (6-11) $13.95+ 5 & Under FREE

Served in the Ballroom - Plenty of room for big parties
Fast Seating - No Reservations

70

Loop 338 & University - Odessa
(432) 368-5885 « mcmelegante.com
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Come Watcn Santa Arrive at_Music City Mall
via AeroGare Helicopter!

satuirday, Nov. 23

» Refreshments

by Fuddruckers

 Glveaways for the Kids
» Holiday Music

» Rolling Video Games : Y-4oai

- Face Painting Santa arrives

- Balloon Animals Northwesi
Parking Lot
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Typhoon Haiyan survivors play basketball at a school used
as a displaced persons camp in the destroyed town of Gui-
uan, in the Philippines, on Thursday.

ABOVE
- Haiyan survivor bathes in the ruins of his home
in Guiuan, Philippines, on Friday.

David Guttenfelder/AP

phoon-stricken Philippine town starts rebuiiding

By Todd Pitman the helicopter drops conducted a-table. On the ground is a broken  lief center from her shop, which ~ “Having the U.S. military here
and Kmn Gelineau from the American aircraft car- murTor. " has been in the family since the is a game-changer,” said Col.
rier USS George Washington. ‘Temporary,” he shrugs, refer-  1940s. Miguel Okol, a spokesman for
Associated Press e : - 2 ' 3 : TR ‘
But the storm victims moved ring to the house and their status. I can’t just go to Cebu and sit  the Philippine air ferce. “For
— ahead — with or without help “We're on our own, so we have to . in the mall while this place is in countries that we don’t have these

GUIUAN, Philippines —Peo- g6, gheir government or foreign  do this on our own,” the 40-year-  ruins,” she said. “Although I've kinds of relationships with, it can
ple swept dirt from the pews and 54 oroups. old said as his wife and mother been looted and made bank- take a while to get help. But with
wiped clean the mud-covered, Peter Degrido, a coast guard slept on a nearby table. “We’re rupt by this, I cannot refuse my the U.S., it’s immediate.”
ornate tile floors of a church. reserVe, was one of the 35 work-  not expecting anybody to come friends and my town. We need to In one neighborhood of Taclo-
The sound of hammers hitting ers trying to move an overtuned  and help us.” help each other.” ban, dozens of people crowded
nails and the buzzing of chain passenger bus from a road Elsewhere in tdwn, one man Tan managed to get her hands  around a mobile generator, where
saws reverberated in the streets. leading to the airport in Guiuan, was selling skewers of meat, and  on a satellite phone from a friend  countless cords snaked across the
Debris was piled on comers and 5 town on Samar island. They a couple of kiosks were sell- who works for a local cellphone  dirt and into power strips. Resi-
set ablaze. hitched the bus to a truck with ing soda and soap. Everywhere, provider. Hundreds lined up in dents plugged in mobile phones,

And amid all this actmty a steel cables and made slow prog-  freshly washed clothes Jay drying  the sun to use it to call relatives tablets and flashlights, hoping
stream of bodies continued their  ress. Ahead of them lay many in the sun.. and let them know they are safe. for a precious gulp of electric-
final journey toward a hillside downed electricity poles that Guiuan was one of the first One minute per caller is the rule.  ity, even though cell coverage
mass grave where nearly 170had  must be moved next. towns hit by the typhoon. It On Thursday, she welcomed remained spotty.
been buried by Friday afternoon. “We’re clearing debris from suffered massive damage, but ca-  her first aid shipment. It’s a frac- John Bumanig and his wife
The Philippines’ main disaster the roads leading to the airport sualty figures were lower than in  tion of what is needed, but it’s a were cleaning out their second-

ency said Saturday the death and the port so that relief goods Tacloban and elsewhere because  start: 20 boxes containing dned hand clothes shop, which was
toll stood at 3,633 with 12,487 and medicine can arrive faster,” it was largely spared from storm  noodles, canned goods, sardines, = swamped by storm surges. They
people injured. Anbther 1,179 Degrido said. “It’s devastating to ~ surges. medicine and bottled water. were laying out bras in the sun,
people are missing. see this. But people are slowly While many have left the In signs that relief efforts were  though they weren’t hopeful any-

Most of the casualties occurred  recovering.” disaster zone, some chose to stay picking up, U.S. Navy helicopters one would buy them. Most of the
on Leyte and Samar islands. At 6 a.m., Dionesio de laCruz  and help. flew sorties from the USS George stock had to be thrown out.

One week after Typhoon was hammering togetherabed, ° Susan Tan, a grocery store Washington off the coast, drop- They were determined to stay
Haiyan razed the eastern part of using scavenged rusty nails. He owner in Guiuan, was all set to ping water and food to isolated in Tacloban, but faced an uncer-
the Philippines, leaving 600,000  has already built a temporary fly elsewhere in the country after  communities. The U.S. milntary tain future.
homeless, resilient residents of shelter out of the remains of his hungry townsfolk swarmed her - said it will send about 1,000 more “We cannot do anything, but
the disaster zone were rebuild- ~ house in Guiuan, about 100 miles  business a féw days after the troops along with additional ships  will find a way to overcome this,”
ing their lives and those of their from Leyte’s devastated-capital of storm, stripping the shelves of and aircraft to join the aid effort.  said his wife, Luisa, holding back
neighbors. Tacloban. everything of value. So far, the U.S. military has tears. “We have to strive hard

An international aid effort The side of the new house is But a friend persuaded her to moved 190 tons of supplies and because we still have children to
gathered steam, highlighted by open. A statue of Jesus stands on  stay, and she is now running are-  flown nearly 200 sorties. take care of.”
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MORE SAVINGS
‘on your prescription co-pays”

H-E-B Pharmacy is a preferred provider with these Medicare drug plans:
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8 It remains to be seen if the Af-

fordable Care Act can survive. 1. EFEN
et’s recap: If-you like your insur- . tf‘iﬁiil‘:« Q‘;
ance policy, can keep it. No, P RKER
wait. If you liked your policy, it MG 4 “‘
was probably worthless anyway. Scratch AENASWRASENE.
that. If your junk policy was cgnceled and ier m E‘lj
you still want it, you can keepit. Er, get it — .

Whatever. &’Llwm"l)th: p—_— 1 e Wil .

So now President Obama has apologized ';?* g bmdnvhe g only
for real. On Thursday, he told Americans, Obla'n mﬂwmw:b’ A g j viewed as a “tax.” If o
.‘l hea_[ y{)ll lOUd a-nd Clcar" (DO l m . W r 4. y . : _ . 5% . . _ 1 : ‘;‘.1"_ | ‘._"'.;”i_m 1C : h “
companies can ignore the law for a year. do what he just did, leg RO T cacy. ol % out the health care de
The several million Americans whose Though brilliant mind . diff Wiy s ot | | ity Leader e 4 :
policies were canceled, or were scheduled 0 orecident is probably withi bounds onnell, itucky, notori- - in
to be canceled, can keep them — or get ' ously said that his job was to make sure

; according to a compelling argument by : . .
them back — assuming state regulators and  g; u : Obama was a one-term president, it wasn't
Simon Lazarus, senior counsel at the | of i e

insurance companies comply. e *F  The
It isn’t clear whether insurers can, or g?:::ntrmamn:?l? a(?:rli]:; on  the president’s election. McConnell made
will, based on the assurances of someone  The Atlantic’s website, requires that the his remark in October 2010 on the eve of
whose credibility isn’t exactly soaring. president “take care that the laws be faith- the midterm elections and after Obam-
Meanwhile, the newest promise dovetails  fylly executed,” a broad-enough concept acare passed without a single Republican
with another earlier delay granted to busi- o allow for judgment in the execution. vote. ‘
nesses with at least 50 employees (just 3.6 The only prohibition is that the presi- In other words, Republicans oppose
percent of employers), which were given dent not fail to execute the law owing to Obama'’s policies, not the man, becausc
another year to comply with the ACA. his opposition to a policy. Obviously, this they believe the president will so inexo- |
With the computer-crash rollout pre- is not the case here. As a political matter, rably change the structure of our social un- tidings could not be worse. |
venting people from signing up, business- it is also obvious that Obama is merely and economic system by mandating and Soon enough, Americans will figure out |
es temporarily exempted from compli- | trying to right his own sinking ship, punishing human behavior that nothing whether Obamacare is the gift Democrats ;_
ance, and policyholders either reinstated especially after Bill Clinton’s undoubt- less than individual freedom is at Stake. promised — or if Obama is the Grinch 5
or facing yet another broken promise edly heartfelt advice (you just know), as Under present circumstances, this hardly who stole, you know, the holiday season. 1

OUR VIEW

More chapters from
Nov. 15 train crash
still to be written

o one in Midland could have imagined the horror that took
Nplace in our community on Nov. 15, 2012. The idea of a
train smashing into a Show of Support parade float carrying
wounded veterans and their wives is inconceivable.
The fact that four soldiers died in Midland will haunt our com-
munity, which typically doesn’t have to take a back seat to any

when it comes to showing appreciation for our nation’s past and

current military men and women.
The collision and subsequent deaths of Marine Chief Warrant

Officer 3 Gary Stouffer, 37; Army Sgt. Maj. Lawrence Boivin, 47;
Army Sgt. Joshua Michael, 34; and Army Sgt. Maj. William Lub-
bers. 43: remains, as Mayor Wes Perry said, one of the most tragic
events in our city’s history. -

However, just a year later, the perception we pick up from our
community is that we have moved on. The wreckage of lives and

-

B Once a president suffers a fumble, such -

the hurt that was very apparent in the days after the Show of Sup- as with the debacle of the health care
port parade tragedy are very much in our rearview mirror. | rollout, it is difficult to-récover loss of .y
Why would we think that? Because that is what we hear from public’s trust. His
our readers. Earlier this month, the National Transportation Safety 3. LA S—— ‘ MI]JB ANK nei
Board cited the failure of the city of Midland and the organization 18 Slsnﬁmgl;mm‘:r' 1son ?:drﬁ'_ -
Show of Support to identify and mitigate the risks associated with Down in the count! Fourth Pt = Washington Post Writers G
routing a “higﬁway-railmad grade crossing” as probable cause for but President Obama remains strangely g e
the Show of Support collision. sportsmanlike. _ * Tt
And the reaction we received from readers via social media and “We fumbled the rollout on this health care law,”  Speaker John Boehner last week dashed hopes of

other forms of communication was some version of “Why do you h"m at Thursday m"' news confer- immigration legislation getting Congress
people have to keep writing about this? Why can’t you move on?” :‘:; i;'llam very my:un 'm al:?mmbo:lg' anytime soo?,h l&tnymg the House wouldn’t even
One thing the community is having a hard time accepting about wait' mfumbledl get the next play mdhwﬂ:enm I'm gomng % W wi Senate over an immigration bill

the train wreck, the death of the four soldiers and more than a - g g
dozen other people injured was that ultimately two local entities Ww“f“'wbmwm‘m Senate conferees
_ the city of Midtand and Show of Support — are such a part times he mentioned fumbling — b
. > the HealthCare.gov website and his promise that

of the story. People don’t want to hear that both of these entities le could keep their health plans if they liked
could have taken steps that would have prevented the collision. m “These are two fumbles on something that _
Therefore, we can’t report on the incident without mentioning the oaabi which — but the g Jand oy 39 :
city and Show of Support and the roles they played. For better or ovcr"hesgai?m' . “w“ﬁ’w“mdhrm ‘
worse, this newspaper does not get to pick and choose the play- 2 narTOW Sense , . There Intention in terms Of Winming
ers in a news story. And it would be wrong for us not to report or ml;:'ellbe 'miosalvagetgzﬁm ﬂw%“mmmﬂm

There were problems with the way the Show of Support parade can rebuild an effective presidency after this deba- “.,m S o “:d% the
was planned and carried out, and unfortunately because of litiga- cle, it’s starting to look as if it may be Game Over. mdmmw H%& "lml
tion, the story will not end with Friday’s tribufe page or today’s The record for recent second-term presidents Mwﬂm” g
look back. The reality is that the collision and deaths are part of is not good: Ronald Reagan had Iran-contra, Bill foammdlwﬂlnztea Mﬂ"—
ingbecauseilnﬁghtoﬁendsonmonomparﬁmluism.is mmmmdm,mawim.uﬁma m“hmmﬁm mmf‘hb
ultimately not what we expect of our ourselves and hopefully not blow suchuObamai:mwnﬂain;withhis deserves credit for his '-—-mﬁm
what you expect of us. <t health care law — in which the public not only ing his news conference, he said the problems

disapproves of a president’s actions but starts to are “on us” or “on me” — it’s not

take a negative view of him personally — it is dif-

@ BB 28BS EEEEERBE _83B3FE SHE_SMNL

Midla.lld ﬁc&mmm' U found
's Quinnipiac University poll
Obama’s job-m&guiulw&t ever,
' e 0 er- am 39 percent. More ominous: Only 44 percent say
._ | Obama is honest and trustworthy, while 52 percent f
| say he is not; that’s thé first time more ]
: P Eﬁm ' ﬂ‘;ﬁhtynﬂzgtmamed it}
'S
| ™ We have scen this before. After the flubbed s
Mike Distelhorst. Publisher Opinions, colums, letters and e have seen this before. After { ’
Stewart Doreen, Editot m,;hhmﬂ‘u WMMM,MIW-“- q
Mary Dearen, Managing Editor artist’s views and not necessarily rating fell below 50 for the &
Megan Buck, Asst. Managing Editor  the view of the Reporter- Telegram, first time, and it never returned. ( began his _ s
Trevor Hawes, Asst. Managing Editor second term with 42 percent calling him honest | ,
_ ' #d Po;tbm into the 20s in 1
YSIBOMEE | " "The loss of trust will iake even harder the | j=
You can find current and past editorials, letters to the editor and more at - wmtwmw”m he
WWW.mywestiexas.conVopinion. other M&MNUTA . ex
‘ reform and a comprehensive budget House &

o
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spent
years of his life working
with The University of
Texas of the Permian Ba-
sin. He began as director
of the John Ben Shep-
pard Leadership Institute,
and then as dean of the
College of Business and
Engineering.

To honor Jack’s mmm'y
and recognize his contribu-
tions to both the university
- and community, UTPB

the NTSB, the speed limit -
on trains in Midland is 70
miles per hour. The train

was running 62, not 47 has established the Jack .
ﬂ“ - "“‘"n'::c‘:v::’ D. Ladd Scholarship fund ¥
NO missin %0 seconds  to support business and
The lights and all were - SNEineering students as |
flashing. The railroad they work toward their
should not have to install ~ ©ducational goals. |
monitor cameras atall, . _ ) as!‘n;{;ua:;']::c?:nm '
ever. found no guilt honoring | 8-yl
with mnver although  Plishments by making a
in my mind, once you turn financial contribution to
the key and get a vehicle this fund that not only will
of any kind rolling, as the ~ Preserve ngher education,
driver it's your sole respon-  but also the legacy of Jack |
slb[htyto ensure the s.fety Ladd. Your F()nmtl.ltlons
of vour passcngcrs should be directed to the

ly, I've never Development Office, The
put a vehicle on tracks - University of Texas of the
unless | was certain 1 had Permian Basin, 4901 E.
room on the other side. University Blvd., Odessa,
Plenty of blame to go TX 79762.
around, sir, but the railroad Doug Henson

| or Republican
lmzzmmm:cponﬁm)wﬂlmt

. tactlcshadnoplace mamymalcam

(wuhthnrml.nd

mm:loulywlwwwm infrastruc-
issues, instead,
ﬂmedtodemmdﬂnbutmgmm
%toﬂwselocalpmblem

as voters, we need to reject
bmbmdg:mpswhomston _
with the

paign; they should be ostracized from the
public sphere.

Having differences of opinion is
normal, and debating those differences
is a healthy part of any election. How-
ever, we Midland voters need to reject
this shift to pursuing the lowest common
denominator; we should strive for better.

Josh H. Knight

Dunn has right to circulate letter

[ shouldn’t be surprised that the
front page of last Sunday’s paper had a

_commentary by the editor decrymg the

politics of the recent mayoral race, yet
| ami surprised. As editor of this paper
Mr. Doreen, are aware of (and take
advantage of) the freedoms guaranteed
ander the Bill of Rights. One of my sur-
prises is that you imply that the freedom

of speech, as exercised by Mr. Dunn in

~ his letter to the citizens of Midland, as

having less legitimacy than the freedom
of the press.

While not denying the freedom of
speech outright, your failure to acknowl-
edge this right and then to critique “the |
letter” draws the unsuspecting reader
into an argument that “it wasn’t fair.”
This tactic denigrates Mr. Dunn’s con-
stitutional guarantee. Mr. Dunn doesn’t
have a venue to promote his viewpoint
365 days a year. Why criticize someone
for taking time and money to print one
letter? Is it because that letter might
counter a viewpoint you have — a view-
point you may freely express every day

of the year, year after year?

I am also surprised by the placement
of your commentary; printing it on the
front page instead of keeping it in its
rightful confines with other editorials in

- because they agree

city.
For the sake of full disclosure, 1
neither nor voted for Jerry

Morales in the recent election. Are you

race. The
Reporter-Telegram has always been lib-
eral but Sunday’s editorials were a new
low! I am intelligent enpugh to make my
own decisions and do my own research.
If anything, 1 would say that if the
Reporter-Telegram endorses a specific
candidate, I will probably not support
that same candidate.

I possibly received the Tim Dunn let-
ter, but never read it. I found daily.items
in my mailbox regarding the elections
but threw them in the trash with the
other junk mail. | knew John James was
a Democrat, | knew he was supported
and endorsed by liberals before all the
media hype began. James seems like a
nice enough person, but that’s not what
I base mayoral qualifications on. Each
candidate is a member and supporter
of a certain political party for a reason,
with the party views,
otherwise they would change party af-
filiations, wouldn’t they? Democratic
liberals believe in and support certain
things that | oppose and | believe it is my
right to vote against those candidates. I
am very thankful a liberal Democrat was
not elected.

Like all other candidates who won,

we hope and pray they do what is

opinions on the mayoral

best, but we don’t need the Reporter-

Telegram threatening the new mayor to
behave. Here's a new idea, why don't
you research and report news stories in
a non-biased way and keep your liberal
opinions to yourselves?

Jeanette B, Dragisic

Botanicas provide a
cure- all for the human spirit

nyone living in uommmity
with a Latin American
. population knows the local

Washington Post
Wrﬁrs Group

“Witch.nﬁ Brcakcr aromatic herb

Fum in need of a quickie fix

ecause I'm an optimist (some people
think the glass is half full, other
people are half loaded), I have been
able to find the bright side of the federal
government gridlock that spawned seques-
tration and shutdown.

We've reaped the benefit of it right here in
Austin as have the out-of-towners who have
visited one of our town’s best tourist

attractions.
Thanks to the Washington, D.C., non-

No more free admission at LBJ Library

® The presidential museum on the UT
campus used to be the only president
library without an admission fee. That
| has changed

B

KEN
HERMAN

Cox Newspapers

plained, “but because of a hiring freeze,
sequestration and the government shutdown,
it has taken almost a year to hire and train
the staff required to take admissions at a
federal facility.”

(My advice: Never make an admission at a
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sense, free admission to the Lyndon B, John-
son Presidential Library has lingered for
many months longer than it was supposed
to. But, alas, it ended Tuesday.

The background is pretty simple. The
presidential library/museum on the Univer-
sity of Texas campus opened in 1971. And
for many, many years it was the only tpms:-
dential library without an admission
change was announccd last November when,
“after an extepsive and impressive re-do, the
library reopened and officials announced an

$8 admission fee for grown-ups (it’s based

' mbnr.q. not behavior).

o0 sustain this vibrant, evolving institu-

the'LBJ Library will charge admission-

for the first time in its 41- -year history begin-
ning on Dec. 22 (2012) when the library
reopens to the public,” said a statement.
“The decision was made after thoughtful
consideration by the LBJ Foundation Board
and has the support of the Johnson family.”.

As noted on the Texas Exes website tour
of the UT campus, “It is the only presiden-
tial library that does not charge admission
because President Johnson insisted that his
library be available to all.”

Aware of that historic mandate, the board,
speaking through Chairman Larry Temple,
said it “strongly believes that (LBJ) and
Mrs. Johnson would approve this decision”
to enact an admission fee. Hearing no objec-
tion from either, the admission fee schedule
was epacted: $8 for adults, $5 for seniors,
$3 for }Ji- 7. And, sticking with LBJ’s
oy “l;alvmlablc t:a all,”
there admission on eight days,
including Aug. 27, his birthday.

But hhkzs time (l don’t think anybody

ipated
go from free to fee. So until pe
be put in place to the fee s.ﬂnﬂhlry
went with an interim plan asking visi
make a donation equal to the not yﬂ-fornll
ly-in-place admission fees. That eulen@d
interm ended Tuesday.
“The library will start ch
begmning Nov. 12, the da V
Day, AnneWhuh‘ the
catwm dlractm. told

Glancing
donors, tﬂulhdukhﬂywhn.on

federal facility.)

Added to the payroll were two full-time
and two part-time “information reception--
ists” who will work the front desk. The
whole process seems cumbersome, but this
is-the federal government. I’'m guessing
it doesn’t take Wal-Mart that long to hire
greeters, but they don’t ask you for money.

Through Oct. 28, 101,450 visitors had
¢checked out the new exhibits, which are
very well done and véry well worth your
time (and your eight bucks). FY]I, visitors
donated $234,000 during that period, mean-
ing an average of about $2.30 per person. By
comparison, there were 81,418 visitors in
the first 10 months of 2011 (the library was

closed in 2012 for the remodeling).

“We do not know how many of our visi-
tors have paid the suggested donation versus
no donation or a lesser amount,” she wrote.
“However, many of our visitors have been
happy to make donations to the library.”

That's commendable. What would you do
in that situation? Would you “donate” the
suggested amount? Would you give some-
thing less? Could your conscience allow you
to give nothing?

1 ran into a similar situation recently in
Philadelphia. I was there during the federal
government shutdown, which meant lots of
historic, important stuff was closed. A local
private museum, sensing the tourism void,
very comme dropped its usual $12
admission fee and allowed visitors to pay
however much thiey wanted to.

That puts a little pressure on visitors, and
I felt it. Paying nothing didn’t seem to be the
way to go. But not taking advintage of the
offer by paying less than full pncc seemed
foolish.

N less, and not unusually, I opted to
foolish and paid fall price, a deci-
tion‘ made me feel like a great humani-

tarian/philanthropist. How often do you get

to feel like a great humanitarian/philanthro-
pist for just 12 bucks?

toward the big wall of big-bucks
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432-520-7348 * 1-800-266-7348

Call today to schedule your free no obilgation inspection and estimate to repair or replace your rool.
Alsg, ask about our attic insulation and ventiiation products including the (stest in solar powered vents!

Local forecast

Expect mostly sunny
skies today with a high
around 78 and west wind
wind between 15 to 20
- mph. Winds could gust as

high as 25 mph. Tomght's
forecast calls for partly
cloudly conditions with a
low around 45 with west
wind around 5 mph.

Monday, look for mostly
sunny skies with a high
around 69 and east wind
between S to 10 mph.
Wednesday night, expect
partly cloudy conditions
with low around 53 mph
and east wind 5 to 10
mph becoming south after
midnight.

Tuesday, look for mostly
sunny skies during the day
with a high around 71 and
partly cloudy conditions at
night with a low around 53.

The high on Saturday
reached 81 while the low
dropped to 55. The record
high for Nov. 17 1s 86 set
in 1963. The record low 1s
15 set in 1932.

- : 75° | 55°
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National forecast

A cold front sweeping
across the East will spread
rain and thunderstorms
from the Gulf Coast
through the Great Lakes
today, and a few showers
will move into the North-
east ahead of the front.

Winds at times gust-
ing to over 40 mph will
accompany the front,
pti\‘éih'}' L‘.Llu*aing tree dam-
age. power failures and
fight delays from Mis-
sourt to New York. The
Midwest may also see a
few stronger thunderstorms
that could spawn a brief
tornado.

Cold Canadran air will
start to move into the
Plains behind the front,
with the coldest air settling
In across Montana, the Da-
kotas and Minnesota. Tem-
peratures in Montana and
North Dakota will struggle
to chimb 1nto the lower 30s,
and some spots closer to
the Canadian border will
reach only the mid-20s.
Some Snow may accom-

pany the cold air, with
many locations receiving a
coating to an inch.

Snow showers will also
be seen across the northern
and central Rockies, with
accumulations of 1 to 2
inches in the higher

" elevations.

Calm weather 1s 1n store
for the Southeast and the
southern Plains because of
high pressure centered over
Utah.

Meanwhile, an area of
low pressure will spread
a few showers along the
coast of the Pacific
Northwest.

Focus: Colder air

The cold front sweeping
across the nation will bring
the next mass of cold air
to the Plains, the Midwest
and the Northeast. While

cooler air will hlter into

‘the Southeast. the coldest

air will be found over the
northern half of the county.

trace Normal high

Yeartotal................... 6.50 in. Normal low
Sunrise............... 7:19 a.m.

13.70 in. Sunset...............5:43 p.m.

SUNDAY BRUNCH
10 AM-2:30 PM

REGULAR MENU

607 N Colorado * 68'7 5696
www.basmburgers.com

18 ¢
TR LI, WL o
Downtown Odessa

1-800-334-0418 Prices
*Metro: 580-0418 -
9 easy ways to charge * Se Habla Espadol ¢.

Save big at our

5 DAY SALE.

HURRY IN now through Monday and get up to $100 off the
latest devices running on America’s Largest 4G LTE Network.

NOW 54999 | #1874 S

on For 24 months, 0% APR
$99.99 2-yr. price - $50 mail-in rebate debit card On Verizon tdge
New 2-yr_ activation required L

THE ANDROID™ THAT LEARNS YOUR VOICE

MOTO X™ by MOTOROLA
Also available in white.

FREE

HOTSPOT ON THE GO

Verizon Jetpack®

4G LTE Mobile Hotspot
MiFi*5510L

$50 2-yr. price — $50 mail-in rebate debit card
New 2-yr. activation required.

NOW ALL TABLETS
$100 OFF. -

PLUS, TRADE IN
rOUR OLD TABLET

“ LIMITED-TIME OFFER

' slggsa 1ot i

TABLET'FOR WORK AND PLAY -,
Samsung Galaxy Tab®* 2(7.0)

Offer valid through 1/15/14
New Z-yr_activation required

5150 OR MORE.

o, "'

MUMM(HQMMMleWHSMM
tmnlntln!u Offers & coverage, varying by service, not available everywhere; see vzw.com. Restocking fee may apply. While
supplies last. Rebate debit card takes up to 6 wis & expires in 12 months. Verizon Edge: Subject to Customer and Edge Agreements
& credit approval. wwMM£MdeMMpﬂl is a trademark of ETSI. Samsung and Galaxy
Tab are both trademarks of Samsung Electronics America, Inc. and/or its related entities. © 2013 Samsung Telecommunications
America, LLC ("Samsung”). Motorola and the Stylized M Logo are trademarks of Motorola Trademark Moldings, LLC. MiFi is a
mammu:.wmmm : NFIVE
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on foreign investment in
e-commerce and other
businesses in a sweep-
ing reform plan aimed at
rejuvenating a slowing
economy.

The extent of the long-
debated changes to the
family planning rules and
the labor camp system sur-
prised some analysts. They
were contained in a policy
document issued after a
four-day meeting of party
leaders one year after Xi
Jinping took the country-’'s
helm. .

“It shows the extent to
which Xi is leading the
agenda. It shows this gen-
eration of leaders is able to

A {0 eas

€

make docmomﬁ
Yang, a China e at
the University of Chicago.
“This is someone who's
has the , and who has
been to maneuver to
Far from sweeping away
all family planning rules,
the party is now providing
a new, :
It s}:::t families in whi
at one parent was
an only child would be
allowed to have a second
child. Previously, both par-
ents had to be an only child
to qualify for this exemp-
tion. Rural couples also
are allowed two children
if their first-born child is a
girl, an exemption allowed
in 1984 as part of the last
substantive changes to the
policy. |
Beijing said the policy,
which was introduced
in 1980 and is widely
disliked, has helped China
by slowing population
growth and easing the
strain on water and other
limited resources. But the
abrupt fall in the birth rate
1s pushing up average age
of the population of 1.3
billion people.
Demographers have ar-
gued that this has created a

CAFE AT THE GARDENS
WANTS TO
COOK YOUR TURKEY

GET OUT OF THE KITCHEN AND ENJOY YOUR HOLIDAY!

NOW TAKING ORDERS FOR

Whole Turkey 14-16 lbs.,
Cornbread, Sausage Dressing

with Giblet

ravy -

by Award winning Chef James Price
Turkey 14-16 Lbs.

Fully Cooked..... *4 Lb.
Dressing *6 Per Serving

All orders need tn}:mehed by Imyh':vngfhm
Early (m Welcome! ' -
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Not valid with other offers, discounts '
or coupons: Valid at Midland location |
only. 1 per person. Expires 12/31/13. ,

Dickey's Barbecue Pit
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the size of the young labor
pool that must support the
tion as it retires. -

“It's great. Finally the
Mywnh:;

¥
ic challenges it

is said Cai Yt
an assistant professor
sociology at the Univer-
sity of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill.

“Although this is,
relatively speaking, a small
step, 1 think it's a positive
step in the right direction

~and hope that this will be a

transition to a more relaxed
policy and eventual return
of reproductive freedom to
the Chinese people,” Cai
said.

The government credits
the one-child policy intro-
duced in 1980 with pre-
venting hundreds of mil-
lions of births and helping
lift countless families out
of poverty. But the strict
limits have led to forced
abortions and sterilizations

by local officials, even
though such measures are
illegal. Couples who flout
the rules face hefty fines,
seizure of their
and loss of their jobs.
"The update on birth lim-
its was one sentence long,
with details on implemen-
tation left to the country’s

~ family planning commis-

sion. It was unclear what
might happen to children
born in violation of rules,
whose existence have been
concealed and thus lack
access Lo services.

Cai said some experts
estimate the policy change
might result in 1 million
to 2'million extra births in
the first few years. But he
said the figure might be
significantly lower because
of growing acceptance of
small families.

Last year, a government
think tank urged China’s
leaders to start phasing out
the policy and allow two
children for every fam-
ily by 2015, saying the
country had paid a “huge

political and social cost.”

The China Development
Research Foundation said
the policy had resulted in
social conflict and high
administrative costs, and
led indirectly to a long-
term gender imbalance
because of illegal abortions
of female fetuses and the
infanticide of baby girls
by parents who cling te a
traditional preference for
a son.

The party also an-
nounced it would abolish
a iabor camp system that
allowed police to lock up
government critics and
other defendants for up to
four years without trial. It
confirmed a development
that had been reportedly
announced by the top law
enforcement official earlier
this year but was later
retracted.

Also known as “re-edu-
cation through labor,” the
system was established to
punish early critics of the
Communist Party but has
been used by local officials

AspenDenta

Your mouth. Our mission

Dentures that fit right,
teeth that feel right, and
dentistry that’s priced right.

FRE

EXAM &
X-RAYS

ne-child policy, abolish labor camps

to deal with people chal-
lenging their authority on
issues including land rights
and corruption.

Pu Zhigiang, a promi-
nent Beijing lawyer who
has represented several for-
mer labor camp detainees
in seeking compensation,
welcomed the abolition of
the extra-legal system.

“There have been many
methods used recently by
this government that are
against the rule of law,
and do not respect hu-
man rights,'or freedom of
speech,” Pu said. “But by
abolishing the labor camps
... 1t makes it much harder
for the police to put these
people they clamp down
on into labor camps.”

“This is progress,” Pu
said.

Earlier this year, state
broadcaster CCTV said
China has 310 lgbor camps
holding about 310,000
prisoners and employing
100,000 staff, although
some estimates range

higher.

DENTURES IN DAYS

*300 OFF

Call or visit AspenDental.com to schedule an appantment today. Flexible financing available.
Mon-Thurs: 8-8, Fri: 8-5, Sat: 8-5. Bilingual services available.
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4400 N Midland Dr
4312-699-481
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OW BEFORE THEY'RE GONE

SPIRAL CUT HONEY HAM « $59.95

’
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CAJUN-FRIEDTURKEY » §59.95
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By Barbara Ortutay

Associated Press

NEW YORK — Remem-
ber a time before “Angry
Birds,” the 1Pad and the
1IPhone?” No?

When Sony and Micro-
soft last came out with new
video game consoles —
seven and eight years ago,
respectively, the companies
touted the machines’ high-
definition graphics, power-
ful processors and ability to
play DVDs, and in Sony’s
case, Blu-ray discs.

But a lot has changed
since then. People are
playing games on a broader
array of devices than ever
before, and they have more
options to stream movies,
TV shows and music. Con-
necting with friends online
1s the norm, not an obscure
activity for young people.

That’s the world the
Sony’s PlayStation 4 and

Microsoft’s Xbox One
enter. The PlayStation 4
was released Friday and the
Xbox One will be released
next week. As Sony and
Microsoft once again spar
this holiday season over
who has the brawnier
machine and more enticing
online features, hardcore
gamers are all but certain to
fall for the shiny, powerful

new consoles. But what's

less clear 1s how the gadgets

will compete for the atten-
tion of people who now
look to their tablets, smart-
phones and other devices
for entertainment.

“It’s turning out that these

consoles, in fighting each
other for the love of the

hardcore gamer, run the risk

of failing to capture people
in their homes,” says James
McQuivey, an analyst with

Fall Special!

Jenkins

ewelry & Lugvagee

432-699-5166

Forrester Research.

Both Microsoft and -
Sony position their gaming
systems as entertainment
devices meant to take over
the living room. The Xbox
360 started streaming mov-
ies from Netflix in 2008 and
the PlayStation 3, which
already served as a Blu-ray
player, soon followed, along
with a bevy of other enter-
tainment options. Experts
wondered whether gaming
systems would soon replace
table set-top boxes.

Not so fast, was the
reply from a host of other
gadget makers. Along came
Google’s Chromecast, the
Roku player, Apple TV and,
of course, a slew of tablets.
There are many ways to
stream movies, TV and
music into the home now.

In that sense, the Xbox One
and the PlayStation 4 are
no longer in a traditional,
head-to-head battle.

“It’s really these consoles
against everything else,”
says Scott Stein, senior edi-
tor for the tech blog CNET.

While game console sales
have been falling in the

U.S., the worldwide video
game market is growing,
helped by mobile and on-
line games and download-
able console games. Those
sales are more than making
up for a declining demand
for game discs. Gartner Inc.
expects the total video game
market to hit $93.3 billion
this year, up from $78.9 bil-
lion in 2012. The research
firm sees the market rising
to $111 billion by 2015.

Both new gaming sys-
tems are expected to be in
brisk demand around the
holidays. Sony expects to
sell 5 million units of the
PlayStation 4 by the end of
its fiscal year in March. The
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New gaming consoles face more
competition than predecessors

PlayStation 3, in com-
parison, sold 3.5 million
units in that time period
seven years ago. Microsoft
declined to offer a sales
outlook for the Xbox One
through the holidays, but
demand should be compa-
rable, says Wedbush analyst
Michael Pachter. He expects
3 million Xbox Ones to be
sold through December and
4.5 million through March.

Why does the PlaySta-
tion get a slight edge? Price
could be one reason. The
Xbox One, which includes
an updated Kinect mo-
tion sensor, will cost $500,
which is $100 more than
the PlayStation 4. In con-
trast, the PlayStation 3 went
on sale at $500 or $600
depending on the model in
November 2006 while the
Xbox 360 cost $400. Most
new game software costs
$60.

Dan Perkins, a gamer
who's on the fence about
which console to buy, said
the “price is certainly a
factor” nudging him toward
a PS4 purchase — even
though he was previously
an Xbox man.

“I bought the Xbox 360
primarily because | pre-
ferred the titles it offered to
the PS3. A major contribu-
tor to this decision was the

‘Mass Effect’ trilogy, which

was initially unavailable on
the PS3 at the time of my

purchase,” said Perkins, 40,

a librarian from Syracuse,
N.Y. “Neither platform has
the edge on games in my
opinion,” he said. “In the
end though, a big factor
will be which system my
friends adopt.”

The friend factor is why

Pedro Amador-Gates decid-

ed to stick with the Xbox.
The 37-year-old first-time

featuring:

Dermian ISasin
tring QQuartet

ClayDesta Arvivm
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We are evaluating several options designed
to improve traffic flow in that area.

A public meeting is scheduled as follows:

5:30 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2013
CEED Building, 1400 FM 1788, Midland, Texas

From 5:30 p.m. to 6 p.m., we will conduct an open
house meeting to discuss ideas with the general
public. At 6 p.m. we willhavea . _
® formal presentation of the project and
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Do you recognize FM 1788
between BI-20 and |-207

The Odessa District of the Texas Department of
Transportation wants to hear from residents
concerning traffic operations on FM 1788 from just
south of Interstate 20 to the area around Loop 40
near the Midland International Airport.

describe a preliminary plan.
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If you have special communications needs,

please contact Gene Powell at 432-498-4746. I
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Andy Varadez, left, from Chicago, purchases a Sony PlayStation 4 from Best Buy sales manager
4, which

Michael Centeno at Lincoin Park Best Buy store in Chicago on Friday. The
launched Friday, and the Xbox One, which goes on sale next week, face a much-changed gaming
and entertainment landscape than their predecessors.

iPad instead of a new game
machine. Tony Bartel, the

ible, meaning the machines
don’t play games that were

father said he did.consider
switching, but the PlaySta-

tion didn’t have a chance. made for their predeces- president of the world’s

He likes his interface, his sors. That gives players a largest videogame retailer,
username is already set up  clean slate to start with a GameStop, expects the new
and his gaming achieve- whole new set of games. consoles u.:il] be in “high
ments will carry over to the “Everyone is starting demand and short supply”

new machine. over to some extent,” Stein

due to a huge pent-up de-

“Ninety percent 1s be- said. :
cause | am already estab- The console makers’ mand for new gaming. Af-
lished in the Xbox commu-  challenge will be to ensure  tef all, unless they bought
nity,” he says. that everyone does start the Wii U last year, people
Then again, neither the over, instead of sticking have been playing the same
Xbox One nor the PlaySta-  with their own game con- consoles since before the

tion 4 is backward compat-  sole or perhaps buying an iIPhone came out.

Call or Click today to schedule
your Fall Clean &(h |

The professionals at Bosworth will:
* Check, clean or * (heck and calibrate

replace filter(s)’ thermostat(s)
* (lean condenser coil » (heck condenser
* (heck electrical connections fan motor(s)

* (heck relays
and capacitors

* (heck temperature
differential

+ Maintenance supplies

+ Inspect and/or clean
condensate drain

» Inspect safety confrols

» Check refrigerant charge

* (heck amperage

‘Includes a 1" plﬁled filter. $49.00 for each additional system.
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Worth the Call. 570-5233 _
WWW.Dosworthco.com
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A Good Neighbo!

When it comes to values, you can hang your hat on any
number of words, but it always boils down to just one
- integrity. It's at the core of everything we do at Devon.

Our employees are proud to live and work in Midland.

FORTUNE 100 Best Companies to Work For®
six consecutive years
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Retailers take on Si

By Anne
D’ Innocenzio
Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO —
Software engineers wear-
ing jeans and flip flops test
the latest hone apps.
Walls and wi s double
as whiteboards where ideas
are jotted down. And a
mini basketball net is in
the center of it all.

At first glance, this

workplace resembles any
Silicon Valley startup.
There’s just one exception:
Target’s trademark red
bulls-eye at the entrance.

. Target, Kohl’s and
home-shopping network
QVC are among a half
dozen retailers opening
technology test labs in the
San Francisco area to do
things like improve their
'websites and create mobile
shopping apps. They're

spaces and competing for
top Silicon Valley talent
to replicate the creativity,
culture and nimbleness of
online startups.
. The goal is to stay on
top of tech trends and
better compete withi online
rivals such as Amazon.com
that attract shoppers with
ronvenient ordering and
cheap prices. The labs are
a shift for retailers, which
Jike many older industries,
have been slow to adapt to
rapidly changing technol-
ogy. But retailers said the
labs ar¢ essential to satisfy
s who more often
ying on their PCs,
tablets and smartphones.

“Consumers expect im-
mediate gratification,” said
Lori Schafer, executive
adviser at SAS Institute,
which creates software for
retailers. As a result, she
said retailers need to de-
velop technology in weeks,
instead of months or years.
~ Retailers are playing
catch-up after several years
of watching shoppers grad-
ually move from physical
stores to the Web. Online
sales have grown from 5.9
percent of the $2.64 tril-
lion in total retail sales 1n
2009 to 7.6 percent of the
$3.1 trillion in revenue last
year, according to Forrester
Research.

The explosion of people
using smartphones to shop
has pushed stores to move
faster. U.S. consumers are
now spending more than -
half of their time on retail-
ers’ websites using their
smartphones and tablets,
according to the National
Retail Federation, a retail
trade group.

+ Retailers knew they
needed to figure out how
to create online and mobile
to please their
So they began

1 to Silicon Val-

ley, where they hoped to
tap the talent, culture and

Ml!y that come from
like Facebook
M

+ ‘Wal- the world’s
Jargest retailer, was the
first to open a tech lab

in Silicon Valley. Since
Wal-MartLabs
runo in 2011, the
‘has rolled out a
of technologies
there.
Onc o; &:' iggest
projects -Mart rebuilt
its website’s search engine,
which launched in 2012

* that enables customers

- January. It also has smaller wearable gadgets like

+ Eagle opened its tech
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- | Top games for Sony’s new PlayStation 4

Bymxm B “Battiefield 4" (Elec- animation approaches Pixar
mmmu)cam quality. Best of all: ¥ kids
Associated Press mm“mm Mmm’:'h
seen combat on an epic figurines earlier years,
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is gluten-free by taking a
photo of the box with their
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E.1.'s face was inspired by poet Carl Sandburg,
Albert Einstein, and a Pug dog.

center in San Francisco in
July. The 10,000-square-
foot location is filled with
movable desks to encour-
age spontaneous brain-
storming sessions among
its 20 workers. The goal:
to get to know more about
American Eagle’s center, said the goal 1s to
customers. test “the unexplored and
Among its projects is an  underexplored.”

Fall Special!

0 S5ave Up 1o
gl
OH

o

Watches!

Large selection of
bottle covers, kooZies,
and wine stoppers

Mon-Sat 10-6
3101 N. Big Spring - Midland, TX* 432-687-6010 m__

EOLGER GALLERI ENI!S

FINE AMERIGANFART;

A Holiday Annual*’Ch‘rlstmas Sho
Tocor ol Sone Bl Good/Art 1Good Cheerk]Good Friends

I "'1 1
/ r } /f . [
W U /

ottdqe
LUGGAGE

In sock merchandise only 80 speaial orden

Jenkins Jewelry & Luggage

132-699-5166

c:?ﬁﬁ 4 vANG

Qdessa;




This month, the Texas Business
Hall of Fame recognized
H-E-B as a 2013 inductee.

We owe this distinction to the

loyalty and support of our

customers and over 80,000
H-E-B Partners that heip make
this honor possible.

For 108 years, it has been our
privilege to serve the Texas
communities that we proudly
call home. And for that,

we are truly grateful.
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Perry faces himself in possible presidential run

Despite all the conﬁdence'and swagger, the governor is his own worst enemy

By Christy Hoppe
* Dallas Moning News

DES MOINES, lowa — When a swaggering, confident
Rick Rerry entered the presidential race two years ago, he
was ahead in the polls and glancing over his shoulder at *

the field of

Now, as he rebuilds his reputation and tests if he can
be competitive again, the first contestant he faces is in.the

muror

“He’s going to have to spend his time proving himself
to people,” said Steve Grubbs, a Republican political
strategist and former chairman of the lowa state party.
people will be looking for major
gaffes. It may not be fair. But for the time being, that

“The challenge is that

seems to be his Achilles’ heel.”
Perry returned recently to lowa, home of the nation’s
first presidential contest, in fiall campaign mode — de-
. lﬂ% :urfg' .

‘ M%Wl run for

again. But what was apparent 1s.:a plan to recalibrate his
message and refocus his image.

If the money can be raised and the enthusiasm gener-
ated, he wants to be ready. |

If he doesn’t stumble. If he can put “oops” behind him.

“You go talk about your record,” Perry told The Dallas
Moming News about dealing with his gaffes. “My good-
about people getting second

and third chances.”

ness, Americans have been

pess leaders and shaking  and the

ptesidcnt

And that’s exactly what he appeased to be doing.

He spoke of Texas’ economic growth. He framed a
political argument that state leaders know how to govern
competition of ideas is in red states vs. blue states.
He touted Republican-led states as low-tax, job-creating
engines while condemning Washington as moribund.

It is not lost that other recent lowa visitors and possible
aspirants — Utah Sen. Mike Lee, Sen. Ted Cruz, Kentucky
Sen. Rand Paul and Wisconsin Rep. Paul Ryan — all work
in Washington.

Meanwhile, Perry was self-deprecating about his own
lapses, the most famous being when he replied “oops™
after being unable in a debate to name the three Cabinet

Please see PERRY/3B
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Volunteers unload computers, televisions, electronics and tires Saturday moming during Keep Midland Beautiful's ninth annual Texas Recycles
Day at Midland College. Close to 600 vehicles dropped off recyclables, filling up more than three-and-a-half tractor-trailers, according to the orga-
nization's executive director, Doreen Womack. Cardboard recycling and secure document shredding were also popular, she said. Visit keepmid-
landbeautiful .org for more information about recycling in Midiand.

Being well-loved has taken its toll on Bunny

ast Monday, Little Son announced

that Bunny’s birthday was going to

be on Friday. How old did I think
he was going to be?

“Well, you are 5 and you'veshad
Bunny since you were 1, so I guess he’ll
be 4,” | replied.

“No, Mom, animals age faster than
people. He'llbe 8.7 -

Oh. OK.

Life as Little Son’s BFF has not been
kind to Bunny, so he probably is aging
more quickly. When Bunny first hopped
into our lives, he was plush and robin’s
egg blue with big brown eyes and a pink
nose. Dapper in his own way, Bunny
carried a big yellow flower and rocked
his organza bow. When you squeezed his
foot, Bunny would break into a rousing
rendition of “Here Comes Peter Cotton-
tail,” waggling his ears back and forth.

Well past bedtime, you could hear
Bunny singing and Little Son giggling.
Bunny went everywhere with my son,
and they absolutely could not sleep
without each other.

But years of Little Son’s affections
are taking their toll on Bun. After be-
ing doused in red Fanta, he looks a bit
mangy — with bald spots on his right
arm, back, legs and all along his tummy.
One ear is permanently bent from being
used as a handle, his cottontail just a sad
bald pub, Little Son has slowly picked
all of Bunny's stuffing out and you can

"
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hear his plastic pieces grinding against

each other like a sack of bones. I say
. Bunny looks “well-loved” when others
pronounce him “old” or “gross.”

He rides to school with us every day
and then patiently awaits Little Son’s
return, keeping watch from his car seat
perch. One of the things I love most
about Bunny is his capacity to dream
big. He hasn’t let a little thing like no
innards slow him down. We are extra
careful with the car keys here; Bunny
likes to joyride. More than once, Hub-
ster has retrieved Bunny from the back
seat of the car at bedtime. He will slam
the back door and hop Bunny down
the hall, his plastic-on-plastic footsteps
unmistakable. Daddy Man loudly ques-
tions Bunny about his whereabouts, and
Little Son eats it up with a spoon. Little
Son believes Bunny is magic, and we are
not the ones who are going to dispel that
notion.

Lately I have noticed that if Little Son
drops Bunny, he will apolologize to him.

4-8 p.m. Friday, Dec. 6th X 12-5 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 7th
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“Sorry, Bun.” It cracks me up.

So if Bunny has a birthday, I say let us
eat cake'! Bunny sat at the dinner table
and | served his favorite meal — pasta.
When suddenly, the doorbell rang. Little
Son ran to the windows to look outside.
Who on earth would come by so late”

“It’s a cake!” he yelled.

Lo and behold, Bunny’s family had
dropped a birthday package by. Cards
and a balloon, a gorgeous carrot cake, a
bag of baby carrots and a large bottle of
carrot juice.

Little Son was over the moon. We
assembled all the goodies, sang happy
birthday dear Bunny, ate cake and
sampled the carrot juice from colored
tumblers.

“I'm so happy, I could cry a little bit,”
Little Son beamed.

Me too, Little Son, me too.

To see some of our party pics, visil
us at TheBathwaterBlogs.com or on
Facebook at facebook.com/BabiesLove-
Bathwater.

Melanie Nicholas lives, loves, works
and raises babies in Midland. She and
her husband have two uh-mazing kids,
Parksalot, 5, and Bodacious, 2. Her
column appears every other week in the
Midland Reporter-Telegram. You can

find her on Facebook at facebook.com/

BabiesLoveBathwater or on her parent-
ing blog, TheBathwaterBlogs.com.
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narrows the
generation
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I‘ve heard it said that we have a gen-

eration gap. I've been thinking about

that lately and I've been rocking back
and forth trying to see if we really do
have a generation gap or if senior citizens
just get cranky in their old age.

The first thing to consider when as-
sessing the gap is did the generations
involved come from different experi-
ences? Well, | already see a gap forming.
The world 1 came from 1s vastly difterent
from the world my grandchildren come
from. |

Consider this: | was born before televi-
sion, computers, smart phones, penicil-
lin, frozen food, contact lenses, vaccine
for polio, a man on the moon, ball-point
pens, laser beams, credit cards, micro-
wave ovens, dishwashers and clothes
dryers.

When | grew up, you played a game
on a board or with cards. A deck of cards
cost 25 cents.

Now a kid has to have a hand-held por-
table computer that costs well over $100
to play a game.

When | was a kid, we had to go to the
ice house to buy ice. We had never heard
of group therapy or computer dating. No
one wore holes in their pants and guys
didn’t dare wear earrings. Our music
came to us on round plastic discs and our
radios didn’t have an FM band. We didn’t
have e-readers. CDs, tape decks or VCRSs.

We generally got our reading matenal
and news from the library, a magazine or
a newspaper.

Women didn’t have pantyhose and we
didn’t have refrigerated air for the home.
We had air conditioning of a sort that
came from a contraption on the side of
the house called a “swamp cooler.”

It’s no wonder | have a hard time

relating to my grandchildren. | have four

grandchildren ages 9. 7, 5 and 3. Even the
youngest, Cooper, thinks I'm outdated
because I can’t show him how to use his
mother’s phone. In his world. |"'m pretty
much useless. It’s amazing that he toler-
ates me.

But there are a lot of things that my
grandchildren will never expernience
because they didn’t grow up in the era
in which I grew up. In my opinion, they
missed a lot.

We used to have our milk delivered to
the door by a milkman. In fact, I contin-
ued that practice through my college days
until I nearly killed one on a cold wintry
morning. | thought someone was break-
ing into the house around 4 a.m. | came
charging out of the bedroom with some
sort of a club, hearing, “I'm just the milk-
man. Please don’t hit me." -

Back in the day we listened to baseball
games on the radio. If you thought Dizzy
Dean was bad on television, you shouid
have heard him on the radio. But every
minute-was a glorious experience.

Please see WILLIAMSON/3B
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Bryce Hunter Nettles, 16,
of Midland passed from our
lives suddenly to return to his
heavenly home on November
14, 2013. Bryce was born on
March 4th 1997 to Jeremy
Nettles and Cassie Flournoy
Nettles Gerety. Right from
the start he was perfect. Born
naturally, everything seemed
to go just as any normal fam-
ily beginning would. But
soon, Jeremy and Cassie
would realize that God didn't
bless them with a normal
thild, but special angel.
Bryce started to expenence
seizures at 5 months old. The
doctors treated him with an
arsenal of medications, diets
and finally adding a VNS de-
vice for good measure 10
control the seizures. Durnng
his many treatments, he was
diagnosed with  Lennox-
Gastaut syndrome. His brain
was permanently damaged
from thousands of intense
seizures. By this time Jeremy
and Cassie came to terms
with their baby boy never be-
ing “normal” but umque.
Keeping him comfortable
and giving him the best qual-
ity of lhife possible was their
goal n life. Bryce never
spoke a word. drank out of
bottles and Sippy cups.
played with rattles. walked
but not purposefully. always
had to be fed. diapered and
bathed. He was the toughest.
sweetest, cuddhiest child you
would ever meet. Bryce was
our rock and our strength.
Bryce expenience more trying
times in his short 16 years
than most people do in a hfe-
time. He outlived every life
expectancy given.

Bryce passed from our
lives suddenly to return to his
heavenly home on November
14, 2013. He was preceded
by his Grandfather. Richard
Nettles. Great grandmother,
Leona Stewart. and his uncle
Burton Flournoy. Bryce 1is
survived by his Dad and step-
mom, Jeremy Nettles and
Brandi Carter of Midland.
His Mom and Step-dad Cas-
sie and Jim Gerety of Mid-
land, His sisters. Renee &
Lyn Nettles of Midland. His
step-brothers Brennan Carter
and Blake Carter of Midland.
His step-sisters Katie Sims of
Williston ND. Chrnistine Ran-
kin of Midland. Grandmother
Brenda Nettles of Midland.
Grandparents Thomas and
Jackie Flournoy of Midland,
Grandmother Ann Carter or
Midland and Grandparents
Richard and Martha Gerety
of Upland CA, Uncles and
aunts as follows: Tiffany
Geisendortt of Houston. Don
& Maria Flournoy of Mid-
land. Mark Flournoy and Ka-
thy Johnson of Midland.
Randy & Knsti Flournoy of
Midland. Rick and Deirdre
Nettles of Midland. Tim and
Molly Nettles of San Diego
CA, Jason Carter of Midland.
Sara Pauley of Norco. CA.
He also leaves behind numer-
ous cousins, second cousins
and many other loved ones.

The family would like to
thank Dr. Riles. Dr.
Hernandez. Dr. Donahue and
all the staff at Cooks Child-
ren’s hospital in Ft Worth for
never giving up on our little
boy Bryce and always being
there for anything he needed.
He would have never been
with us this long if it was not
for your help.

The family would also like
to thank MCRC. his teachers
Karen, Brandy, Bonnie &
Susan, His caseworkers and
caregivers. Thank you to
anyone who touched his life.
In Lieu of flowers, the family
requests that donations be
made in Bryce’'s name either
to Cooks Children’s Hospital
m Ft Worth TX at
www.cookschildrens.org or
to the Domino’s Pizza Part-
ners foundation at 734-930-
32917.

Family will receive friends
on Monday, November 18,

2013 between the hours of

6:00pm and 8:00pm at Ellis
Funeral Home. A funeral
service has been scheduled
for 2:00pm on Tuesday, No-
vember 19, 2013 at The
Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-Day Saints. Interment
will follow at Serenity Me-
morial Gardens. Online con-
(dolences may be offered at
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www_ellisfunerals.com.
BRYCE HUNTER NET-
TLES has now taken his seat

in heaven next to Jesus. J

Loved by so many and
missed by all! You are in our
hearts forever.

. Ellis Funeral Home

Funerals & Cremations

801 \nvdrews lh'_\.
(432) 683-3555

Joe (Pias) Waters
Molinar

Joe (Pias) Waters Molinar
went home to be with his
Heavenly Father on Thurs-
day. November 14, 2013. He
was born on December _3,
1940 1a Shafter. Texas to the
late Jose and Hazel Molinar.

Joe was preceded in death
by his parents; his sister, lda
Robledo: his brother, Ernest
Molinar. and a grandson An-
thony Franco. He 1s survived
by his loving family; wife,
Precilia Rangel Molinar of
Midland: SONSs, Frank
Molinar and Victor Molinar
both of Midland: daughters,
Liz Thornton of Midland,
Brenda Contreras of Big
Spring. Chris Ramos of Mid-
land and Mary Ann Franco of
Big Spring. He 1s also sur-
vived by his brothers. Jimmy
Molinar of Cotton, CA, Rudy
Molinar of Biloxi. Mississip-
pi and Eddie Molinar of Mid-
land: his sisters. . Hazel
Molinar of Midland. Olivia
Avalos of Weatherford, TX.
Glona Sanchez of Valentine,
TX. Sylvia Bejino of Mid-
land. Beatrice White of Val-
entine. TX and Bndie Hight
of Arizona; ten grandchildren
and thirteen great grandchil-
dren, and numerous nephews,
nieces and cousins.

Rosary will be tonmight at
7:00pm at Lewallen-Garcia-
Pipkin Chapel. Funeral serv-
ice 1s set for Monday, No-
vembe: I8, 2013 at 10:00
AM at Our Lady of
Guadalupe Catholic Church.
Father David Herrera will of-
ficiate. Interment will follow
at Resthaven Memonal Park.

Funeral mass is under the
direction of Lewallen-Garcia-
Pipkin Funeral Home and
Chapel. Family messages and
condolences may be emailed
to: pipkin@nts-online.com or
you can visit our website at
www lewallengarcapipkinth.
com
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John Lewis Williams, 43,
of Midland, Texas. returned
to his Heavenly home and
Family on November 13,
2013.

John came into this world
on August 24, 1970 and was
adopted by his loving pa-
rents., Jarvel Freeman Wil-
llams and the late Minme
Opal Freeman outside of
Phoenix. Arizona only two
days after his birth. He had
two siblings. Les and Laura
Williams.  John graduated
from  Greenwood  High
School in 1989 and was a
dedicated member of the de-
bate team and worked most
of his time in high school.
He attended Midland College
and became a licensed mas-
sage therapist.

As a self-proclaimed "seri-
al hobbyist”, his interests in-
cluded baking, flying, shoot-
ing, traveling, working out,
playing guitar, dancing with
his beloved Machelle and
reading to his daughter,
Hunter. -

Throughout his career. and
many interests, Joho met and
befriended a wide circle of
people. He considered them

his fathers, mothers, brothers,
sisters; his family.

John is survived by his
wife, Machelle, his daughter,

Hunter, his father, Jarvel of |

Brownwood, Texas, his
brother and sister-in-law, Le-
slie and Lisa Williams of
Midland, Texas, and his sis-
ter, Laura. He has left behind
a vast family, which included
the families of his-daughter,
as well as of his wife.

Faith was the center of
John's life and his love for
the Lord was unwavering.
He was a member of Mid
Cities Community Church,
Midland, Texas.

The funeral service will be
held on Tuesday, November
19, 2013 at 11:00 a.m. at Mid
Cities Community Church.
A visitation 1s scheduled for

'Monday, November 18, 2013

from 5-7 p.m. at Nalley-
Pickle and Welch Funeral
Home.

Donations may be made at
Bank of America in the name
of Machelle Willhams.

Arrangements are *under

the direction of Nalley-Pickle

& Welch Funeral Home &
Crematory of Midland. On-
line condolences can be
made at: www.npwelch.com

o

Lena L. Fores

Lena Luna Flores, 60 of
Midland, Texas has joined
her Lord and Savior on Fn-
day, November 15, 2013.
She was preceded into the
kingdom of Heaven by her
father Albert Luna. mother
Dora Luna, and her eldest
daughter Lisa Flores Zach-
ary.

Lena was born on Decem-
ber 19, 1952 in Junction,
Texas. Lena was married to
the love of her life, Oscar R.
Flores on May 28, 1971. She
was a beautiful woman of
God, a wonderful wife, lov-
ing mother, and a spectacular
grandmother.

Lena is survived by her
husband, Oscar Flores. her
two daughters and son In
laws; Precillia Flores Cuevas.
and husband Adam Cuevas,
Lena Flores Taylor, and hus-
band Damnell Taylor. She i1s
also survived by her seven
wonderful  granddaughters;
Ashley Zumga, Jaime Zach-
ary. Tristian Zachary, Lena
McPeters 11, Amber Zuniga,
Brianna McPeters, and Adn-
ana Lisa Cuevas. Lena is al-
so survived by her three sis-
ters: Yolanda Perez. Gracie
Garcia., and Norma
Serbantez. her four brothers:;
Albert Luna, Robert Luna.
Mario Luna, and Ray Luna.

Lena’s family was her life,
love, and world, and she was
the same to them. Lena will
be greatly missed by all of
her family and friends. To-
day the world has lost an
amazing woman.

A prayer service will be
held tonight at 7:00 pm at
Heavenly Gate  Funeral
Home Chapel. A funeral
service i1s set for Monday.
November 18 at 2:00 pm at
Heavenly Gate  Funeral
Home Chapel with Pastor
Bob Porterfield officiating.
Interment  will  follow at
Resthaven North Cemetery.

Funeral services are under
the direction of Heavenly
Gate Funeral Home. Family
messages and condolences
may be emaled to:

pipkin@nts-online.net.

Mary Monette

Mary Monette joined her
heavenly father and beloved
Owen in heaven November
15, 2013. Mary was born Au-
gust 15th 1923 in San Angelo
X F) Shelby Clement and

Wilkinson Clement.

ary and her siblings were
ralsed by her father and Aunt
Laura after her

death when Mary was only 7.
She met Owen Mvom:gI

mother’s

USO dance in San Angelo.
They married as soon as he
returned from the war In
1945. They had a love story
that lasted 60 years until
Owen’s death in 2006. They
lived in San Angelo, Abilene,
Sweetwater, Odessa, &
Poplarville, MS. They re-
turned to Midland in 2000.

She always said her chil-
dren were her greatest ac-
complishment, she raised
them with joy and uncendi-
tional love. She loved every-
one and everyone loved her.
She was an inspiration to all
who knew: her. She wrote po-
ems and children’s stones.

Mary leaves her children
Suzette Watkins (Tim) of
Midland, Ren¢ Monette
(Vicki) of Houma, LA and
Joe Monette (Sheryl) of
Alexandria, VA to cherish
her memory along with her
grandchildren, -  Andrea
Cepale, Scott Monette, Jeff
Monette, Billy Monette, Ran-
dy Monette, Hailey Monette
and Logan Monette and 1]
great grandchildren. She 1s
predeceased by her husband
Owen, son Eddie and Grand-
son Eric Thomas.

The family would like to
thank the staff of Senior Care
of Midland, especially
Shelia. Kim, Sara, Kayla,
Casey and Amanda for the
care and love they gave her
in her last months.

A memonal service is
scheduled at 2:00 pm, Tues-
day, November 19, 2013 at

Nalley-Pickle &  Welch
Chapel in Midland.
Arrangements are under

the direction of Nalley-Pickle
& Welch Funeral Home &
Crematory of Midland. On-
line condolences can be
made at: www.npwelch.com
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Robert  "Bob"  Cullen
passed away surrounded by
his family on Fnday, Novem-
ber 15, 2013. The family will
receive friends on Sunday.
November 17, 2013 from
5:00-7:00pm at Nalley-Pickle
& Welch Funeral Home. Me-
morial services will be held
on Monday, November 18,
2013 at 1:00pm at Crestview
Baptist Church of Midland
with Dr. John Gerlach offi-
clating.

Bob’ was born on June 11,
1929 1n Rector, Arkansas to
Earl and Mane Cullen. He
married the love of his life,
Josephine Lee Holt, on May
19, 1950 in Odessa, Texas.
He served his country during
the Korean conflict with the
U.S. Army in San Francisco.
After his discharge, he re-
tumed with his family to
Midland, Texas where he
continued his career in the oil
and gas industry. In 1955, he
joined Whipstock, Inc, a di-
rectional drilling company, as
an accountant. During the
next 16 years, he Continued
his career as CFO of
Whipstock, traveling to many
parts of the world to open
branch offices. In 1971,
Whipstock was acquired by
Petrolane and at that time,
Whipstock had offices in ev-
ery free oil and gas produc-
ing country in the world. He
continued his career with
Petrolane until the company
later was renamed Eastman

| Whipstock. In 1976, he left

Eastman Whipstock and
joined lke Lovelady, Inc, as
CFO to pursue oil and gas
exploration until he retired in
1983. Bob gained many life-
long friends during his 28
years with the industry that
will miss him greatly.
‘As much as he loved the oil
and gas industry Robert’s
greatest joy was Spending
quality time with s wife,
children, and his grandchil-
dren.

He is survived by his wife,
Josie Cullgn of Midland; son,
Steve n and wife Bayta

by on the way; Ryan Miller;
Katy Birk and husband Chas
and their baby on the way;
Blair Carpenter and husband
Dylan; Megan Dupriest and
husband Ryan and their baby
on the way; and two sisters,
Jane Faucett of Califorma
and Sue Groning of Indiana.

He was preceded in death
by his parents, one sister, and
two brothers.

In lieu of flowers the fami-
ly suggests memorials be do-
nated to, Crestview Baptist
Building Fund or Hospice of
Midland.

Arrangements are under
the direction of Nalley-Pickle

| & Welch Funeral Home &
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day.

Crematory of Midland. On-
line condolences may be
made at: www.npwelch.com.

Robert (Bob) William
Kretzler left his earthly bro-
ken body with a sound mind
on November 12, 2013, sur-
rounded by his loving family.
Bob was fundamentally a
quiet individual. Although he
would not want any special

recognition, his family and |
friends would describe him

as truly exceptional and note-
worthy. Mark Twain once re-
marked ’Actions speak louder
than words, but not nearly as
often’. Bob lived this princi-
ple out in everyday life.

Bob was born August 5,
1925 to Elda May and Wil-
liam Henry Kretzler in Sew-
ickley, Pennsylvania. He at-
tended Sewickley schools
and then joined the Army Air
Cadets in the later years of
WW' II. After an honorable
discharge, he received a de-
gree in Petroleum Engineer-
ing with a minor in Geology
from the University of
Pittsburg in 1953. He subse-
quently moved to Odessa to
work for Shell Oil Company,
retiring in 1981. After a brief
year with Meadco Properties,
he worked at Maralo Ol re-
tirnng for a second time in
1993.

Bob married Glyna Tarver
at First Presbytenan Church
in Odessa on August 23,
1957. He was a longtime
member of the former Trimty
Presbyterian Church, Society
of Petroleum Engineers,
AAPG, EAA, and West
Texas Region of The Antique
Automobile Club of Ameri-

ca. He had numerous inter-,

ests but most important were
his children and grandchil-
dren of whom he was very
proud. Many enjoyable hours
were spent hunting and fish-
ing, especially trout fishing
in Colorado and remote Alas-
ka. Bob would watch the
football and baseball games
with Glyna but critique each
move and play. He had an
avid interest in car races and
the restoration of old cars.
Bob kept up with the latest in
the oilfield, aviation, space,
politics and the grandchil-
dren’s activities.

He felt fortunate to have
traveled to many different
countries as well as all but
one of the U.S. states on trips
with cherished friends and
family. He never shied from
a challenge such as riding the
zip line in Costa Rica at age
80. Bob was very much of
the opinion if you can read,
you can learn to do anything.
He was not afraid to take on
any task, but only with per-
fection the end product. He
had no patience with sloppy
results. His motto was "If it is
worth doing, it is worth doing
right". He often lmparted
words of wisdom to his
grandsons who desire to hon-
or his memory by living with
dignity. as their grandpa so
wisely demonstrated every

Bob was a fighter with
many health issues but would
not give up until he realized
there was no way to repair
his worn out lungs and heart.
He was still giving instruc-
tions to the very end  and

| sister Marilyn

over the

Bob in
by parents, a sister Lois Hoff-
man and brother Melvin
Kretzler.

Bob leaves a legacy of in-

grandsons e
Matott and Wyatt Willham
Matott of Midland; son Ran-
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