Online: mywesttexas.com

— L —

Dragon slayers

The Midland RockHounds
drowned the Shreveport
Swamp Dragons 6-2 in

Midland Wednesday night./1C

B State of the .conomy 9
f.%,am’ac! SET FOR
... MAY 11
PETROLEUM CLUB

ll';HIIIHE OUR Hﬂlllnn.

' Wi
—

. . . - Fre"2

Sponsored |
by: |

Midland Reporter-Telegram

Daily 50¢, Sunday $1.50

THURSDAY, MAY 10, 2001

Vol. 74, No. 62

Charred body believed to be Midlander

This is Bob Coonce in an MRT file

as he appeared in 1982 when
he ran for Midland County Justice
of the Peace.

By Ed Todd
Staff Writer

The charred remains of a man found in a car set ablaze
in a cotton field near Big Spring in the early-morning
hours of May 4 are believed to be that of 64-year-old
Bob Coonce of Midland, according to the Texas
Rangers.

Coonce, a former crane operator who helped build
Midland’s skyscrapers in the boom of the late 1970s
and early 1980s, in 1982 was a Republican Party can-
didate for a Midland County justice-of-the peace (JP)
post. He lost the election to then-Democrat Justice
Robert “Bob™ Pine.

Texas Rangers Capt. Barry Caver of the Texas
Department of Public Safety (DPS) in Midland said the
remains seem to be that of Coonce.

“We're assuming that that i1s going to be nght.”

The burning car, discovered early Friday moming by
a Howard County sheriff’s deputy, “was registered in
Coonce’s name,” Caver said. However, tests are under

Midland roadways undergo
$13.8 million upgrading

By Ed Todd

2000-2001 Midland projects funded most-

Staff Writer

's pay as you go.

IAnd the going lately in Midland has
been just a bit rough at places and
trying for the motorists — testing their

patience.

But it promises to be rewarding over the
long haul.

Aging and cracking roadways and
roads on the threshold of developing pot-
holes, especially on Loop 250 service
roads and intersections and Andrews
Highway and Rankin Highway (Texas
349), are being reconstructed and along
with other work in a $13.864-million mul-
tiple project coordinated by the Texas
Department of Transportation (TxDOT).

The cost is being borne by the motonists
— or whoever is paying fuel bills incurred
at the automotive service stations.

The ultimate goal 1s to “maintain our
roadways in good conditions,” said Dou-
glas W. Eichorst II, TxDOT's Midland
Area engineer who is overseeing nine

ly by federal and state highway funds and
Midland tax dollars. TxDOT's Midland
Area takes in Andrews, Martin, Midland
and Upton counties.

The federal and state tax dollars come
from motorists who, in paying their fuel
bills, pay 38.4 cents per gallon in taxes on
gasoline and 44.4 cents in taxes on diesel
fuel.

The Texas tax on both fuels 1s 20 cents
per gallon. And the federal tax on gaso-
line i1s 18.4 cents. On diesel-fuel, the fed-
eral tax 1s 24.4 cents.

“We apologize for the inconvenience of
the people,” Eichorst said of the roadway
work. “We ask for their patience. And |
can understand their frustrations ... espe-
cially so much work in the city all at one
time.”

Eichorst noted the delays in traffic at
work sites where two lanes may try to car-
ry the load of four lanes.

But the work, in big packages, 1s being
done “to take advantage when that mon-

Please see UPGRADE/4A

Road construction zones
test Midland drivers’ nerves

By Luis Garcia
Staff Writer

otorists all over Midland are cop-
Mmg with closed streets, orange
cones, delays and frayed nerves.

The Texas Department of Transporta-
tion is working on nine separate projects
scattered throughout the city.

Long lines in tight spaces are the norm
at busy intersection across town.
Motorists wait for two or three gréen
lights before they have a chance to move.

The construction is testing some dri-
vers patience.

“I don't like it,” said motonst Gary
Parish. “Every place that you go, there s
something on the road. Every big road,
like Andrews Highway and Loop 250, has
something being done to it. They re just
doing too many at a ime.”

Motorists have made adjustments to
accommodate the construction, finding

Please see ZONE/4A
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We don’t really know whether he
was dead before they burned the
car up or whether he was just

unconscious and then burned up.’

— Capt. Barry Caver,
Texas Rangers

way to determine the certain identity of the body.

The death appears to be a homicide, Caver said.

A spokesman for Howard County Shentt Dale Walk-
er said on Wednesday forensics pathologist Dr. Rod-
ney Tucay of Lubbock has indicated that death was
caused by “blunt trauma to the head.”

However, Caver said “We don’t really know whether
he was dead before they burned the car up or whether
he was just unconscious and then burmned up.”

Coonce family members, including Coonce’s son,
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witness stand and was focused on

Staff Writer

Antonio Serna Napoles, appearing unmoved
and stoic, was confronted in open court on
Wednesday by the mother of one of three teen-
age boys with whom he had committed
felony sexual offenses.

Judge John Hyde, in a plea-bargaining agree-
ment, moments before had sentenced Napoles
to 10 years in prison.

Napoles, a 42-year-old former Midland
school teacher, had pleaded guilty to 29 counts
of sexual abuse of a child and indecency with
a child between 1997 and 2000 when he was
teaching Spanish at Midland Freshman High

School.

All told, he had been indicted on 80 counts
that included sodomy and oral sex committed
in his Midland home.

“You don’t know the hurt that you have done
to my child and my family,” the 45-year-old
Hispanic mother told Na

She spoKe through an integpreter from the

poles.

the slight, 5-foot-1 Napoles, who
appeared far younger than his
years. He sat silently with his
defense attorney, Sylvia Chavez.

“You will have to pay,” the
mother told the ex-Spanish-lan-
guage teacher. “One day, if you
become the father of a child, you
will understand™ her pain and the
harm done to her son.

Of Napoles’ silence, the moth-
er said “maybe in his heart, he felt
something but not in his eyes.”

Before Hyde, presiding judge
of the 238th Texas Judicial Dis-
trict Court, accepted Napoles’
guilty pleas, he made certain

silent.

Napoles understood he was relinquishing his
constitutional rights to a jury trial and to remain

Following her admonishments, the mother,
who wished to remain anonymous in the press,
said her son “has hﬂfd'?ﬂ}’ﬁ. and he has good

Mark Coonce, who 1s a DPS trooper stationed at Nocona
near Wichita Falls, have been notified, Caver said.

An nvestigation into the death 1s being conducted
by Texas Rangers Investigator Jess Malone and the
Howard County shentf, his Chief Deputy Gary Pritch-
ett and Deputy Ron Allen.

“We ve got a couple (of suspects) in mind that we
are looking at nght now,” Caver said. “We are just try-
ing to dig up some more stuff on them to try to get some
statements and other evidence to corroborate what they
are saying.

Coonce’s nephew, Fred Coonce, said investigators
are “90 percent sure” the body is that of his uncle but
the final determination “is 1n a holding pattern™ pend-
ing further testing.

His late father, Fred Coonce, was a Midland Coun-
ty precinct constable in the late 1960s.

Bill Coonce, youngest of the five Coonce brothers,
1s waiting on a positive identification of the body. “They
are not for sure that it 1s him. They re 90 percent sure”

Please see COONCE/4A

ABOVE: A common
view out drivers win-
dows as they travel
the access roads on
Loop 250.

Tim Fischer
Reporter-Telegram

LEFT: This graphic
illustrates all the areas
around and in Midland
that are currently
under construction.

Graphic by Janine Price

days.”

Her son, now 17, was 15
years old when Napoles assault-
ed him, she said. He has since
dropped out of school.

To protect other students from
harm, the mother suggested “par-
ents have more commumnications
with the teachers and know the
teachers more.”

Napoles resigned his $32,640-
salaried job with the Midland
Independent School District in
April 2000 following his arrest.
He was indicted on 80 counts in
three cases the next month and
was set free on promises to
appear in court at heanngs.

George Lara, MISD trustee and former board
president, said later Wednesday he was “dis-
appointed that the (Napoles) situation took
place.

“I hope ghat the families have found relief

, Please see PRISONMA
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Bush nominates first judges, asks ‘civility’ in confirmation

WASHINGTON — President
Bush began puttipg his conser-
vative imprint on the judiciary
Wednesday as he announced his
choices to fill the first of 100
vacancies on the federal bench.
Postponing controversial selec-
tions, Bush appealed for “civil-
ity and dignity” in the Senate
verdict on his inaugural slate of
11 nominees.

“I urge senators of both par-
llics to rnise above the bitterness
- of the past, to provide a fair hear-

d a prompt vote to every
inee,” the president said at
an East Room ceremony.

™e would-be appeals court
judges — chosen after White
Housg consultations with their
home state senators and meant
for smooth confirmation by the
evenly divided Senate — stood
beside Bush on a three-tiered nis-
er.

“Individuals of experience
and character,” he called them.
Seven are sitting judges, three
practice law and one i1s a law
professor.

Vermont's Patrick Leahy, the
only Senate Democrat to show
up, welcomed Bush'’s first round
of picks, which include two
nominees previously tapped by
former President Clinton —
Barrington Parker Jr. and Roger
Gregory.

“Had I not been encouraged,
I would not have been. here
today,” said Leahy, ranking
Democrat on the Senate Judi-
ciary Committee. He brought a
camera and prevailed upon an
audience member to snap him
mugging with Republican Sens.
Strom Thurmond and Orrin
Hatch.

But even before the White
House ceremony began, Demo-
cratic leaders reminded reporters
that Sen. John Edwards, D-
N.C., could block the nomina-
tion of Terrence Boyle of North

%umw
ted Pre

Tho would-be appeals court judges —
chosen after White House consultations
with their home state senators and meant
for smooth confirmation by the evenly
divided Senate — stood beside Bush on a

three-tiered riser.

Carolina. “Until we find some
constructive process that allows
for balance, then | would not
support any nominee, including
Judge Boyle,” Edwards said.

Boyle has been caught in a
partisan tug of war since Bush’s
father nominated the District
judge and former aide to Sen.
Jesse Helms to the federal bench
in 1991. Democrats blocked
Boyle then, and Helms, R-N.C .,
subsequently retaliated by
blocking all of Clinton’s nomi-
nees from North Carolina.

Bush withheld planned nom-
inations of at least four conser-
vatives to avoid such Democra-
lic objections.

Controversy and contention
have surrounded the judicial
confirmation process throughout
the nation’s history, but the
acrimony reached especially
high levels when Democrats
scuttled the Supreme Court
nomination of Robert Bork in
1987. Republicans, in turn,
blocked several Clinton nomi-
nees to lower court seats.

Bush, who has long cited
Supreme Court conservatives
Antonin Scaha and Clarence
Thomas as his models, said he
will only nominate “a person
who clearly understands the
role of a judge 1s to interpret the
law, not to legislate from the
bench.”

Those in Wednesday's lineup
are mostly conservative
although Bush took pains to
offer a diverse slate by appoint-
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ing three women, two blacks and
one Hispanic.

“This 1s just a good P.R. ni-
tiative because obviously, with
Parker and Gregory, there’s an
appearance of a compromise, an
appearance of moderation. But
there are many more to go,” said
Ralph Neas, president of the lib-
eral People For the American
Way.

While most liberal-leaning
activists held their tongues
Wednesday, Bush did raise their
eyebrows.

University of Utah law pro-
fessor Michael McConnell,
nominated to the 10th Circuit
Court of Appeals, 1s recognized
in legal circles as especially con-
servative on abortion rights and
church-state separation. And
disability activists were quick
Wednesday to protest the selec-
tion of former Ohio state solic-
itor Jeffrey Sutton for the 6th
Circuit. Sutton had successful-
ly argued to the Supreme Court
that state employees can’t use
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federal disability rights to collect
damages for on-the-job dis-
crimination.

Miguel Estrada, nominee to
the D.C. Circuit, is a partner in
the Washington firm that repre-
sented Bush at the Supreme
Court during his postelection
legal fight with Al Gore.

On Capitol Hill, Senate
Democratic Leader Tom
Daschle said little else than that
he was pleased “that the White
House has chosen to work with
us on the first group.”

Asked about prospects for
swift confirmation, Leahy said
Democrats on the Judiciary
Committee would wait at least
until a careful review of candi-
dates by the American Bar
Association.

Bush asked for “good faith”
from the Senate. He cited the
“backlogs, frustration and delay
of justice” caused by vacancies.

Also nominated to the appeals
courts, which are the regional
U.S. courts that serve as last stop
before the U.S. Supreme Court,
were: U.S. District Judge Edith
Brown Clement and Texas
Supreme Court Justice Priscilla
Richman Owen to the 5th Cir-
cuit; Ohio Supreme Court Jus-
tice Deborah L. Cook to the 6th
Circuit; Washington-area attor-
ney John G. Roberts Jr., a for-

mer deputy solicitor under Ken-

neth Starr, to the D.C. Circuit,
and U.S. District Court Judge

Dennis W. Shedd to the 4th Cir-
cuit.
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Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Republi-
cans scored a triumph for Pres-
ident Bush on Wednesday by
shoving a final 2002 budget
through the House, paving the
way for the deep tax cuts and
slowed spending that form the
core of his economic agenda.

The near party-line 221-207
roll call shifted the spotlight to
the Senate, which planned to
vote final passage on Thursday.
A victory in that chamber, divid-
ed evenly between the Republi-
cans and Democrats, was all but
assured as members of both par-
ties conceded that several cen-
trist Democratic senators would
provide the critical support
needed for passage.

Just six of 210 House Democ-
rats supported the $1.95 trillion
spending plan, but that was
enough for Bush to claim a
bipartisan victory. Three Repub-
licans also defected.

“Today’s bipartisan budget
vote in the House is a victory for
fairness and the American peo-
ple,” the president said in a writ-
ten statement. He said the bud-
get “will return money to the
taxpayers and provide reason-
able spending increases.”

The budget’s crown jewel 1s
its call for $1.35 trillion in tax
cuts over the next 11 years. That
1S less than the $1.6 trillion, 10-
year tax reduction that has long
been Bush's hallmark, but still
one of the biggest tax reductions
ever.

The measure would hold
spending for many programs to
a 4 percent increase 1n 2002, half
their growth this year. Boosts are
planned for education, defense,
and biomedical research, along
with the possible creation of new
prescription drug coverage. Bu!
other unspecified programs will
face smaller increases or cuts.

The budget would also shrink
the publicly held national debt
by $2.4 trillion, which Republi-
cans say 1s the maximum feasi-
ble reduction. Democrats say
more can be achieved but for the
GOP’s dnive to save money for
the tax cut.

The budget is a guideline
aimed at assisting lawmakers’
fiscal plans and does not require
Bush's signature. Specific tax
and spending decisions will be
made in later bills.

Democrats complained that
the package carmed a bloated tax
cut that would disproportionately
benefit the rich while soaking up
money needed for schools, debt
reduction and other domestic
priorities.

“This 1s the people's House,”
chided Rep. Robert Menendez,
D-N.J. "ltisn’t the special inter-
ests’ House, 1t 1sn’t the billion-
aires’ House, 1t 1sn’t the o1l com-
panies House."

Republicans said that with
$5.6 trillion in budget surplus-
es projected over the coming
decade, 1t 1s time for tax cuts —
and time to rebuff Democrats
spending demands.

“This isn't a county sale barn
where we're bidding on a prize
heifer,” said Senate Budgel
Committee Chairman Jim Nus-
sle, R-lowa. “Spending more on
education 1sn’t the only thing we
need to do.”

The House vote, which kept
Bush’s political momentum on
fiscal 1ssues alive, underlined the
GOP’s desire to deliver a crucial
victory to the president just

1601 W. Florida * 915

-684-1825

Estate

Sale
Continues

four months into his term.

Perhaps more importantly, it
moved lawmakers closer to giv-
ing Bush a huge advantage in
winning his chernished tax reduc-
tions.

The budget’'s final passage
will mean that Senate Republi-
cans will need just*50 Senate
votes — plus a te-breaking
vote by Vice.President Dick
Cheney — to pass their big tax
bill. Without the budget’s pro-
tection, Democrats could kill the
tax measure by filibuster, delays
that take 60 votes to halt.

The House has already passed
most of its tax bills for the year.

Senate Finance Committee
Chairman Charles Grassley, R-
lowa, said he intends to release
a bipartisan tax cut bill Friday,
If agreement can be reached with
at least four of the 10 commit-
tee Democrats and most Repub-
licans.

To fit Bush’s tax proposals
into the smaller $1.35 trillion
figure, Grassley could delay the
full income tax reductions
beyond 2006; reduce the top
39.6 percent rate to more than
the 33 percent Bush wants; and
seek a smaller reduction in the
tax marriage penalty paid by
millions of two-income cou-
ples.

After a week of bargaining,
Republicans were counting on
winning at least some of the 14
centrist Senate Democrats. who
voted for a similar version of the
budget last month. Their votes
were pivotal because moderate
GOP Sens. James Jeffords of
Vermont and Lincoln Chafee of

Rhode Island were considered
unlikely to vote yes.

“There will be differences”
among moderate Senate Democ-
rats on how they vote, conced-
ed Sen. John Breaux, D-La., a
icader of the centrists.

Senate Budget Committee
Chairman Pete Domenici, R-
N.M., predicted, “To the best of
my knowledge, the budget res-
olution will be out of our hair
lomorrow.

Democrats mocked as unreal-
istically low the budget’s plan

exceed $10K/mo.
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We purchase oil and gas royalties.

Seeking quality Overriding Royalty Interest (ORRI) and
Royalty Interest (RIl) properties. NET cash flow should
w/upside growth,
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annual decline, and 20 BOE min. daily av. per well.

Submit Executive Summary to:
13410 Preston Rd, Box 1-301, Dallas, TX 75240
or to www.Royaltylnvestor.com
Quick action on quality property.

for 4 percent growth for all fed-
eral programs but automatical-
ly paid benefits ltke Medicare.
Those programs would grow
from $635 billion this year to
$661 billion in 2002, the same
amount Bush requested.

Republicans said they meant
business.

“"We are serious about our
efforts to hold down spend-
ing, said House Majority
Leader Dick Armey, R-Texas.
“This 1s not something that is
whimsical here.”

undeveloped

Beat the Summer Heat

(i, _

Solar Powered Attic Fan .. .. .~

SPEC|A|. 53

Wllh thus ad

powered by the sun.

See our display at

Midland Park Mall

Quality Tubular Skylights & Attic Fans

1521 E. 8th - Odessa

S 333-5010 - 1-800-491-3739-

SHOP MONDAY-SATURDAY, I0AM. TO9PM,,

'

;. Gingham-check
tith" seersucker pull-on

L]
i

‘.“.* Capri in black,

'~ cornstalk, lipstick
red lime, salmon
rose or true blue.

Misses sizes
S.M.LXL.

Dillard’s welcomes your Dillard’s charge, Visa, MasterCard, American Express, Discover or Diners Club card.
SUNDAY, NOON TO 6 PM. « Midland Park Mall, 697-7911

Get a leg up on warm weather
with Westbound Capris!

Solid easy-care
100% cotton
twill flat-front
Capri in black,
blue, white,
corn, grape,
green, rose or Y 4
crocus. Misses o
sizes, 8-18.

Dillard’s

PAGE 3A

Helping Hands of Midland
w. Reaching Out To Otbers” Thrnit Store
W7/ 1301 Brinson Lane (Between RogersFord & The et

[ Tusdey Wedneaday, Fridey & Saurday 10:00-200

- Call for pickup of donated tems

LANHAM’S NURSERY

~HERBS~

* Many varieties to choose from!

¢ Spice up your garden or windowsill!
. Great for cooking or just fun!

Easy To Grow
1402 LOOP 250 WEST * 697-3345

For Your Dining Pleasure...

will be open for continuous
service on Mother’s Day,
Sunday, May 13, from

10:45am to 9:00pm.

for parties of 6 or more.

111 N. Big Spring

28 Y

Pull-on knit Capri in
100% cotton in black,
navy, cream, blue or

cornstalk. Misses
sizes SM.L. XL




PAGE 4A

Midland forecast

3-day forecast

Toda

Friday

Saturday
Partly cloudy Partly cloudy Partly cloudy
High 90 High 93 High 86
Low 63 Low 63 Low 55

For today, the forecast calls for partly cloudy skies with a 20 per-

cent chance of showers or thunderstorms, a high near 90 and a souther-

ly wind at 10 to 20 mph. For tomight, expect partly cloudy skies with
a 20 percent chance of showers or thunderstorms and a low near 60
The forecast for Friday calls for partly cloudy skies with a 20 per-

cent chance of showers or thunderstorms and a high near 90. For
Friday mght, partly cloudy with a 20 percent chance of showers or

thunderstorms are being forecast, along with a low near 60.

On Saturday, look for partly cloudy skies with a slight chance of
showers or thunderstorms. High is expected in the upper 80s and the

low 1n the mid 50s.

Temperatures on Wednesday reached a high of 86 and a low of
59. The record high for May 9 was 101, set in 1967. The record low

was 42, set in 1962.

Yesterday’s precipitation

Rainfall Wednesday .0.00 in.
Rainfall Tuesday . .. .0.00 in.
Total for month . . . .. 0.44 n.
Total for year ..... . 3.15 1n.
Normal total

(yeartodate) . . ... .. 2.93 1n.

AUSTIN (AP) — The
winning Pick 3 numbers
drawn Wednesday by the
Texas Lottery, in order:

. 0-9-6
e = |

Yesterday's temperatures

BRI ¢ o s 0 S e 3 86
Llow ................59
Normal hl"h G e......86
Normal Iﬂw ___________ 56
Sunrise ... 6:55 a.m
Sunset ... 85:35 p.m

Lotto Texas

AUSTIN (AP) The
winning Lotto Texas nuinbers
drawn Wednesday by the
Texas Lottery:

9-40-23-17-19-8

COONCE: Family
suspects foul play

(From 1A)

the body is that ot his brother.

“I don't think he burned him-
self up, to tell you the truth,” Bill
Coonce said.

Bill Coonce, 57, said he last
saw his brother about three weeks
ago, that he recently had been liv-
ing in motels but “wasn’t a
drifter.,” that he was depressed

and, as was the case for years, he
had been sufferning from back
pains and was taking medication.
“He had been hurting for some
time.

“Bob was all nght.” saud Bill
Coonce, who runs an automotive
nh{‘:p in Midland. “"We ve all got
faults. He was always happy-go-

lucky.”

Bill may ban building
new charter schools

AUSTIN (AP) — Senate Edu-
cation Chairman Teel Bivins gut-
ted a House bill on Wednesday that
would ban new charter schools for
two years. He instead proposed
giving public umiversities the nght
to 1ssue charters.

Existing law allows only the
State Board of Education to 1ssue
charters.

“Charter schools must be given
more time and support to survive,”
Bivins said. ““They must be held
more accountable, but we also
must give them some flexibility.”

Bivins' proposal, which was left
pending in the Senate Education
Commuttee, effecuvely killed a
Texas House bill that set a two-
year moratorium on i1ssuing new
charters. That bill g:..umd final
approval by the House in Apnl.

Charter schools receive taxpay-
er money but operate indepen-
dently from local school distncts.
The schools are free from many
state regulations. Last year, Texas
spent $2 18 million on 193 charter
schools.

Backed by then-Gov. George W.
Bush, Texas began its charter
school expennment in 1995

Bivins, R-Amanllo, also pro-

posed that a governor s comnis-
ston be set up to study the pertor-
mance of charter schools. The
report would be due by Nov. |,
2002.

Bivins also proposed giving
certain governing bodies the pow-
er to 1ssue charters

Some cducation experts were
opposed to allowing anyone but the
Texas Education Agency the
authonty to issue charters.

“We need to keep the charter
school program simple and retain
within one body the power to 1ssue
charters,” said Holly Eaton of the
Texas Classroom Teachers Asso-
ciation. “The state already has
problems keeping up with the char-
ters 1t has issued and can't even say
with certainty how many charters
there are now.

But Bivins said the measure
makes sense.

(IH COMMISSIONETS ATC
responsible to therr clectorate and
unmiversity and college boards are
not going to i1ssue charters to just
anyone, Bivins said

The Senate Education Commut-
tee has until Fnday to vote on the
substitute. All Senate bills must be
out of committee by Fnday

PRISON: Napoles hears words
from mother of teen-age victim

(From 1A)

or closure.” he said. “That 1s a
very, very tough ordeal for the
famihies.” Lara said he “never fig-
ured things” so grave “would
happen 1n this city. Obviously,
we are not immune from violence
or from [‘lLLinphIILH B

Despite Napoles’ cnimes, “We
have a great number of greatly
quahified teachers out there,”
Lara said.

MISD has 1.440 teachers and
20,317 students.

“The majority of them are
wonderful teachers,” Lara sad.
“Obviously, we will get a bad
apple 1n a barrel. And | hope this

would not tarnish the image of
the public educators.”

Napoles, now in the Midland
County Detention Center, 1s
awaiting transfer to the Texas
Department of Criminal Jus-
tice’s Institutional  Division
where 25,000 offenders, or 16.6
percent of the state’s 150.000
prisoners, are serving ume for
sex-related offenses, said TDIC
spokesman Larry Todd of
Austip. Todd noted the recent
pragtite of the Texas Board of
Pardons and Paroles “'is not to

parole any sexual oftenders unul

thewr sentence has been served

(fully). Clearly, there are excep-
tions.

Assistant Dastnict Attorney
Jane Belazi, who pl"'l'i‘-L‘L'U[L"LJ. the
case, said the 10-year sentence
was mutually agreed upon by the
prosecution. the detendant and
his counsel, and by the victims
and their families i part “to
avoid the trauma of the ehildren™
having to testily in open court.

“It would be very traumatizing
for them.” she said. and they
could be “publicly humihated.”

Newly elected MISD President
Dale Strauss said “"unfortunate’
Is not a strong-cnough word ™ to
descnibe the gravity of the crimes
against the youths.

“Hopefully, we can review
things and put more sate-guards
in place to make sure that we
don't have a repeat of this
(crime).

Strauss said “no way do | fecl
that it taints our teachers or our
staff”’ because ‘“you can’l
LUttribute the actions of one per-
son to a group.
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WEATHER UPGRADE: Burns notes inconvenience

(From 1A)

ey becomes available,” Eichorst
said. “When we have problems
later on, we may not have the
money to finance it.

“Most of these projects aren’t
something that we dreamed up
this last month,” he said. Rather,
the projects are part of a metro-
politan “schedule of projects for
the last 10 years.” The planning
was put into place also to handle
safety 1ssues.

IxDOT Spokesman Glen
[Larum noted “the good thing
about the transportation projects
s that they are funded by the peo-
ple who use them.

“And every time you go to the
pump and buy a gallon of gaso-
line, you are paying for the
highways that you dnve on,”
[Larum said. And the hife of the
projects will “last a long time —
take us a long way down the
road” for 20 to 25 years or so
depending on the weather, espe-
cially rain and freezing conditions
and heavy traffic.

“The hte of a highway
depends on the amount of traffic
that it carries and how many
heavy trucks use the road,
[Larum said.

Of the 20-cent state tax on fuel,
a nickel — 25 percent — goes to
public education. And 15 cents,
or 75 percent, goes to trans-
portation.

Most of the federal tax on high-
way ftuel 1s returned to the states,
Larum said.

“All of those fees and taxes are
paid by people who own cars and
drnive on the road,” Larum said.

Larum estimated that more
than 100 people are at work on
the projects, which, in various
stages, began n late September
2000.

“IU's a pretty substantial impact
on the economy,” Larum said. "It
represents jobs. We're glad 1o
keep that money circulating with-
in the employees and companies
here.” Highway “matenals came
from local and regional sources.”

The highway reconstruction
and resurfacing, such as that on
Interstate 20 main-lanes east of
Midland, on Loop 250, Andrews
and Rankin highways. are being
done to rejuvenate the road-
ways.

“The pavement structure itsell
has outlived its life expectancy,”
Eichorst said in many instances.
“We are starting to get more and
more cracks  — called “alligators
cracks that are precursors to pot-
holes.

“And maintenance can t just go
out there do a quick repair and get

out of the traffic.

“So, we are going in there and
trying to do some rebuilding,” he
said. “Some of it i1s just preven-
tative maintenance. Some of it is
to keep basically a lot of the
investments that we already have
put into it and making sure that
those investments continue on.”

TxDOT's major Midland
Area's projects are:

No. 1: Loop 250 Rehabilita-
tion Work. This $2.3-million
rehabilitation project over 116
working days began in April
under contract with Reece
Albert Inc. of Midland and San
Angelo. Funding 1s 90 percent
federal and 10 percent state. The
2.5 miles of rehabilitation
includes “white-topping™ with
fiber-strengthened concrete
over the Loop’s Midkiff Road
and Garfield Street intersections
and a base of asphalt. The
intersections’ frontage roads
down to Big Spring Street are
being resurfaced. Work includes
the two frontage roads and the
six lanes in the intersections plus
the turnarounds.

No. 2: Andrews Highway
(Texas Business 158). The $3.9-
millinn rehabilitation project
over 2.3 miles and covering 163
wurkmg days started in March
under contract with Jones Bros.
Dirt & Paving of Odessa. Fund-
ing is 90 percent federal and 10
percent state. “We're doing a
real-good job on that,” Eichorst
said. “Andrews Highway carmes
a lot of our traffic through the
city — probably one of our
biggest traffic areas.” Depend-
ing on the intersection, daily
traffic on Andrews Highway
ranges from 18,000 to 31,000.
“That part of the city carnes a
significant portion of the water
every ime we get a rain, he
noted. And the roadway s base
material has been damaged over
25 years of use.

No. 3: Holiday Hill Road:
This $2.1-million reconstruction
project over 204 working days
at Holiday Hill Road and Bri-
arwood Avenue 1s under a
Reece Albert Inc. contract.
Funding 1s 80 percent federal
and 20 percent city at Bnarwoed
and 80 percent state and 20 per-
cent city at Hohiday Hill Road.
Traffic signaling at Loop 250
and Holiday Hill Road 1s 100
percent TxDOT. “We're doing
the reconstruction with part-
nership with the city,” Eichorst
said. “We had two-lane roads,
and we are widening those to a
five-lane section.”

ZONE: New mix should be

(From 1A)

alternative routes, or just getting
out the door a few minutes ear-
her

“People are starting to find oth-
er places to go,” said Barbie
Reynolds, shopping at a store
near the construction. Ms.
Reynolds has been on the front
line of road work for a month.
She both hives and works on
Andrews Highway, the site of
major renovations. For safety rea-
sons. I'xDO'T 1s doing the major-
ity of the work on Andrews High-
way at night.

“That was the worst part of the
construction, worse than the traf-
fic,” she said. “"There were semi-
trucks making noise and unload-
ing out there at 3 and 4 o'clock
in the morning.”

The stress 1s just too much for
SOIMme [k‘np];'

“Alot ot people just lose their
patience. said Jose Luis Luna,

the flagman at the Andrews
Highway and Illlinois Avenue
construction site. “But there’s
also people who are very patient.
They just wait their turmm and
move on.”

The rows of orderly, if impa-
tient drivers line up two or three
blocks before the light. Occa-
stonally, cars cut in front of one
another, some drnive through
parking lots or jJam up behind oth-
er cars.

“It's a necessary evil,” said
Mark Wilhhams, a laboratory
technician at Midland Memonal
Hospital. “It’s bad, but it’s not
that bad, there are other streets to
drive on.”

For some. the temporary
inconvenience 1s worth smooth
roads.

“l would rather them fix the
road that has holes that hurts my
car, even if it means that they
have to tear up the road,” he said.

The roads are being rebuilt

No. 4: Business Interstate 20
East Bridge: This $892,000
Front Street bridge reconstruc-
tion project over 142 working
days started in October 2000.
Contractor is SCR Construction
Company of Houston. Funding
is 90 percent federal and 10 per-
cent state. “It is an older struc-
ture that is deteriorating,”
Eichorst said of the bndge,
which was built in the early
1950s. “We were having some
problems with the concrete
deck. And we needed to do a
replacement of that structure.
We are totally removing the
existing structure and replacing
e

No 5: Texas Highway 349
(Rankin Highway). The $1.64-
million rehabilitation project 1s
over a four-mile stretch of four
lanes plus a continuous left-turn
lane of Rankin Highway (Texas
349). Work started in late Octo-
ber 2000 and 1s to take 203
working days to completion.
Contractor i1s Price Construction
Company of Big Spring. Fund-
ing 1s 90 percent federal and 10
percent state. ““This is one of our
older (1975) roads that we had
some extensive cracking on —
State Highway 349 south of
town,” Eichorst added.

No. 6: Landscaping at Loop
250: This 60-day, $169,200
landscaping project at Loop
250 and at the concurrent Texas
158 and Texas 191 is largely
funded via TxDOT through a
$130,000 Governor's Commu-
nity Achievement Award won
by Keep Midland Beautiful
(KMB). Work started in April
2001. Funding 1s 100 percent
state. Landscape architect 1s
TxDOT's Laurie Williams.
Contractor i1s Green Images
Landscaping of Amarillo.
Eichorst noted that TxDOT had
been “looking for a good loca-
tion,” such as Loop 250 and
Texas 158, to design an
enhanced entrance to Midland.
LLandscaping i1s to include trees,
shrubs, an rrigation system,
KMB oak-leaf logo and the
enlarged name of “MIDLAND"
in white brick on brown-brick
pavers on an embankment. “It’s
going to improve the look as
you are coming into town,” said
KMB's Cindy Lanning. “And,
hopefully, the landscaping in the
two areas, the stadium (Schar-
bauer Sports Complex) and the
intersection (Loop 250 and
Texas 158), are going to com-
plement each other.”

more durable

from the bottom up.

The worn-out concrete, about
8 inches deep, will be removed,
and the new matenal mix 1s going
in. The matenal, a blend similar
to hot mix tar, 1s stronger and
more durable than the concrete
it’s replacing. But the mixture can
be hard on the crews.

“We have to dip our shovels in
diesel so that the mix doesn’t
stick to them,” said Manuel Her-
nandez, road construction work-
er.

Despite the grumpy dnivers,
working during the wee hours
and batthing semi-trucks, the key
to moving along with these pro-

jects is keeping the end in sight.

“We're going to get back here
and put the finish on it, then some
paint,” Hernandez said. “People
are going to notice, it's going to
look real nice, and people are
going to be proud that we did a
good job.”

PHONE: Companies say no evidence of harm

(From 1A)

recent boom n roadway con-
struction.

Steve DeShaw owns
DeShaw’s Landscape in Midland
and said cellular phone users pose
a constant threat to his crews.

“It's detinitely a safety haz-
ard.” DeShaw said. “We have an
incident almost daily with people
in tratfic using cellular phones.™

Construction crewman Edgar
Huerta said, “We get scared. You
can hear the cars coming at you,
but they re not paying attention
to the tratfic signs because
they 're on the phone.™

Set. Mike Reed of the Midland
Police Department said the prob-
lem 1s not always associated with
cities going through road con-
struction. He said the problem 1s
endemic of most Amenican cities
where cellular phones have
gained widespread populanty.
Cellular phones. once an expense
only doctors and lawyers could
afford, are now smaller, cheap-
er and everywhere.

“I pulled a lady over today who
rolled through a stop sign with the
phone on her shoulder,” Reed
said. “They'rc pretty danger-
ous.

With the problem showing up
nationwide, the government 1s
starting to get involved.

Congress met with groups
Wednesday to discuss the hazard
of ccllular phone use by dnivers.
I'he groups came before a House

Transportation subcommittee to
bemoan what many safety
experts consider traffic’s new
national mghtmare.

“What we have 1s a growing
safety problem,” said Rep.
Robert Borski of Pennsylvania,
the top Democrat on the high-
ways and transit subcommittee.

The National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration estimates
that a driver’s inattention causes
20 percent to 30 percent of acci-
dents — about 1.6 million of the
6.3 million crashes last year —
or around 4,300 accidents a day.

Thomas Dingus, director of the
Virginia Tech Transportation
Institute, said using cellular
phones and other electronic
devices while dniving is two to
five imes more dangerous than
changing the radio station or eat-
ing lunch, which also can cause
drivers to take their eyes off the
road. An NHTSA survey found
54 percent of drivers reported
having a cellular phone in their
car and three-fourths of them
have talked on the phone while
driving.

“The cellular phone in partic-
ular has become a significant
highway safety concern,” NHT-
SA Executive Director L. Robert
Shelton told the subcommuttee.

Members of the cellular phone
industry say there is no evidence
showing that dnivers talking on
cellular phones are more likely to
cause accidents. Statustics 1in
Minnesota, Oklahoma, Pennsyl-

vania and Tennessee blame cel-
lular phones 1n fewer than 0.5
purcent of crashes, said Tom
Wheeler, president and chief
executive officer of the Cellular
Telecommunications and Intemet
Association, the trade group for
the cellular phone industry.

Lawmakers need more infor-
mation before they decide to leg-
islate, said Harold Worrall, chair-
man of the Intelligent Trans-
portation Society of Amenica, a
nonprofit group that represents
transportation departments, com-
panies, universities, and others
involved in high-tech projects.

“Decisions on the safe use of
technology in vehicles should be
based on sound science and not
anecdotal information,” Worrall
said. ““Presently, there is little sub-
stantive research to assist law-
makers and regulators in crafting
public policy and drafting guide-
lines to protect the public. We
need more solid research.”

All sides agree dnvers must be
encouraged to keep their eyes on
the road. Public service
announcements delivering that
message are being broadcast by
the cellular industry group work-
ing with the National Safety
Council, and the ABC Radio Net-
works working with the federal
highway safety agency.

Editor's Note: The Associated
Press contbibuted to portions of
this story.

No. 7: Interstate 20. This
$2.6-million project to resurface
9.5 miles in two segments of
Intersate 20’s main lanes east of
Texas 349 started in May 2001
and 1s to take 160 working days
for completion. Funding is 90
percent federal and 10 percent
state. Contractor is Jones Bros
Dirt & Paving. “We've got a
real thin asphalt layer that has
outlived its life,” Eichorst. “And
it has starting to come apart.
We’ve been trying to get financ-
ing for the last couple of years
to remove that top layer and
then come back and resurface
the top of it — gives us a
smooth nde.”

No. 8: Loop 250 Backfill:
“This is a safety issue,” Eichorst
said. The $154,000 project over
60 working days started in May
2001. Funding 1s 100 percent
state. The “drop-off” areas
along the outside of Loop 250
the eight miles from Thomason
Drive to Texas 349 and
smoothed out. Contractor 1s
Jeremy Sanders of Pecos. “We
are filling in that drop-off to
help keep people from over-cor-
recting whenever they do leave
the pavement and have to come
back onto the pavement,”
Eichorst added. Smoothing out
and filling in sides of the road-
ways will make it “easier for
them to come back to the road
without over-correcting.”

No. 9: Midland Drive Valley
Gutters. This $108,800 project,
at Midland Drive (Farm-to-
Market Road 868), 1s to begin
in mid-2001 for 50 working
days. The work 1s to control
“nuisance waters.” Contractor 1s
Birchwood Construction Com-
pany of Texas. Funding 1s 100
percent state. “We are going to
get some really good roads that
are going to last a long time,"
Eichorst said of the projects,
which include “safety-related
issues. “We are trying to
address some safety concerns.”

Of the roadway projects,
Midland Mayor Bobby Burns
noted inconvenience to
motorists.

“It’s very tough,” Burns said.
“It makes 1t very inconvenient
to have the Loop, and the
Andrews Highway and (Texas)
191 and other roadwork under
construction at same time.”

However, Burns said, “It's a
great thing for us to do long-
term in terms of securing the
infrastructure.”
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first months as former president

By Katherine Roth
Associated Press

NEW YORK — Bill Clinton,
the master of the comeback, is
rehabilitating his image yet
again.

After a messy White House
exit marked by uproars over par-
dons, gifts and pricey office
space, the former president has
focused on humanitarian issues
in the past two months, taking
his message across four conti-
nents to receptive and often
adoring crowds.

“Basically he’s decided to
take things he knows work and
adapt them to other countries,”
said Joe Lockhart, the former
White House press secretary
who is now among his few close
advisers.

“Only two or three former
presidents have had the platform
to bring international focus to
disaster relief, citizen service,
economic empowerment and
health care. And he still has a
very strong following.”

Since leaving office, Clinton
has helped found an organiza-
tion of Americans who want to
rebuild villages destroyed In
January by an earthquake in
India. Already, the group has
raised $8 million. He also vis-
ited India this spring and plans
to help launch the India Service
Corps, modeled on the U.S.
Peace Corps.

Recently he attended an
AIDS summit in Africa and
embarked on extended trips to
Europe and China. He also
started a Clinton Democracy
Fellowship program, which
brings South African students to
the United States to learn how
{0 run community service pro-
grams.

In remaking his image, he has
employed strategies proven
effective during his darkest
days 1n office.

After appearing adrift for
weeks without his presidential
staff, Clinton has assembled a
circle of advisers, including
former chief of staff John
Podesta, with whom he consults
regularly.

In traveling the world, Clin-
ton has largely succeeded in
focusing news coverage on a
few select causes. At home, he
has made himself less accessi-
ble to the media. Reporters are
excluded from his paid speak-
ing engagements, and audience
questions are typically pre-
selected.

Nearly gone now are the
tabloid headlines like “Clinton
Legacy: Wanna walk? Money
talks” that blared from news-
stands throughout February.

Presidential scholar James
Pfiffner, a professor of govern-
ment and politics at George
Mason University, said the 54-
year-old Clinton should have no
problem reshaping his image if
he continues to pursue the ser-
vice projects he has championed
in recent weeks.

“One key thing is that he's
relatively young as ex-presi-
dents go,” Pfiffner said. “Nixon
rehabilitated his image, or tried,
by writing his books, conferring
with world leaders and being a
wise elder statesman. He came
amazingly far.”

He added: “The international
arena, especially with Afnca
and AIDS and pressing prob-
lems in the developing world,
seems like a natural place for
Clinton to work on his image.”

Aides said Clinton’s recent
travel schedule is typical of the
way he plans to spend much of
his time. He plans to devote
most of the rest to public
appearances and his memoirs.

Despite embarrassing early
setbacks on the lecture circuit —
Morgan-Stanley, for example,
announced it regretted having
him speak at a conference in
Boca Raton, Fla. — Clinton 1s
in great demand as a speaker.

The Harry Walker Agency,
which books Clinton’s engage-
ments, says it has assigned
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extra personnel to keep up with
demand. Clinton has made
dozens of appearances at a min-
imum of $100,00Q each, with
the fee typically higher over-
seas.

He 1s expected to earn about
$1 million for appearances this
month alone, which would go a
long way toward paying his esti-
mated $4 million in legal fees.
Those costs continue to accu-
mulate; a federal grand jury is
investigating Clinton’s presi-
dential pardons.

Robert Barnett, Clinton’s lit-
erary agent and lawyer, said the
former president will sign a
hefty memoir deal within the
next few months. The contract
seems likely to eclipse Hillary
Rodham Clinton’s $8 million
book deal, which Barnett also
helped arrange.

Aides said he has turned

“down tens of millions of dollars’

worth of commercials and
endorsement offers, and has
declined offers to work in the
media and in teaching.

Clinton has also kept his
hand i1n politics. He stays in
touch with British Prime Min-
ister Tony Blair and othe:r for-
eign leaders, including South
Korean President Kim Dae-
jung and German Chancellor
Gerhard Schroeder.

With his wife-in Washington
as a senator and his daughter,

Dillard’s welcomes your Dillard’s charge, Visa, MasterCard, American Express, Discover or Diners Club card.
SHOP MONDAY-SATURDAY, 10A.M. TO 9 PM.; SUNDAY. NOON TO 6 PM. « Midland Park Mall. 697-7911

Chelsea, away at Stanford Uni-
versity, Clinton’s white house in
suburban Westchester County is
rarely inhabited by anyone
except Clinton and his mulitary
valet, who cooks meals and
tends to_his clothing and house-
hold needs.

Clinton and his wife have had
a mostly long-distance rela-
tionship since leaving the White
House, though just this month
they began making public
appearances together again.

The controversy that marked
his first weeks out of office i1sn't

PAGE SA

necessarily a bad thing, said
Skip Rutherford, head of the
foundation that i1s planning
Clinton’s presidential library
in Little Rock, Ark.

“The more controversies
there are and the more interest-
ing a president 1s, the more
exciting a hibrary will be to
tourists, historians, journalists
and others,” said Rutherford,
who claims the foundation’s
$200 million fund-raising effort
has continued unabated. “Clin-
ton will be one of the most stud-
1ed presidents of all ime.”
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she loves.
8- 18, petites sizes 6-16.
Shown are just two,

from left:

Navy paisley shirt dress
with two chest pockets.

Black and white
shirt-dress with
border print.
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By Amanda Riddle
Associated Press

WEST PAIM BEACH, Fla. —
A l14-year-old boy accused of
killing his English teacher wiped
away tears Wednesday as he
insisted under cross-examination
that he hadn’t meant to fire the
gun he brought to school.

“I pulled the trigger, but I did-
, n't try to. That was an.accident.
Mr. Grunow was one of my
friends,” said Nathaniel Brazill,
1 testifying for a second consecu-
tive day at his first-degree mur-
der tnal.

“You want it to be an accident,
don't you?” asked prosecutor
Marc Shiner.

. "It was an accident,” Brazill
responded.

“You don’t want anyone to
believe you were angry enough to
kill another human being, do

victed of first-degree murder, he
faces life in prison without parole.

Jurors also have the option of sec-

ond-degree murder or
manslaughter, which carry less
severe penalties.

Brazill fatally shot the 35-
year-old Grunow last May 26,
returning to Lake Worth Middle
School two hours after a coun-
selor suspended the seventh-
grader for throwing a water bal-
loon.

Brazill rode his bike back to
school and testified that he went
to Grunow’s classroom to talk to
two girls but the teacher said no.
The defense contends the shoot-
Ing was an accident.

The boy was the star witness
and his short, simple answers on
the stand were broadcast across
the country on all-news cable
channels. He spoke in the same
calm, collected voice throughout

''''''''''

his tesimony, but showed emo-
tion for the first time Wednesday
during questioning about the
shooting.

Brazill said he thought the
gun’s safety was on and he nev-
er meant to harm Grunow, whom
he descnbed as “a nice guy, a
good teacher.”

Shiner, who grilled Brazill for
more than an hour, had the teen
show jurors how he held the
palm-sized, .25-caliber handgun
and pulled back its slide, putting
a bullet in the chamber.

“I want you to show the mem-
bers of the jury how you shot Mr.
(Barry) Grunow between the
eyes, unintentionally. Can you
show us?” Shiner said.

“I held the gun up in both my
hands, like this,” Brazill said,
demonstrating.

“Dird you pull the shide back on
the gun”” Shiner asked, referring

& - - - - -

to an action that puts a bullet in
the gun’s chamber.
“Yes.”

“You wanted to make sure a
live round was in there”” Shiner
asked.

“Yes "

“That was why you pulled the
slide back, prior to shooting a man
between the eyes, right?””

“Yes.”

On several occasions, Brazll
said he couldn’t remember saying
some of the things other students
and a teacher testified he told
them the day of the shooting.

Using a large easel, Shiner
wrote 1n large, black letters three
things Brazill said he did not
recall: hearing a school counselor
tell him to stop throwing water
balloons, walking past another

--------

- - - r - o
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With tears, Florida teen says he didn’t mean to shoot teacher

student and telling him to go wantedto" (cxpleu\rc deleted) up
home and telling students hc the school.”

* No bottled water
hassle
¢ Removes lead
* Locally owned &
operated

* 16 years R.O.
experience
* Leading the industry
since 1968
¢ Free installation &
lifetime service

you?”

“I was not.”

The defense rested its case
Wednesday after calling famuly
members and teachers to testify
that Brazill's actions the day
teacher Barry Grunow was killed
were unusual.

Closing arguments are sched-
uled for Monday. If Brazill is con-

CUSTOM TAILORS
IN MIDLAND

HONG Ko

hlmlh!hlln:. individually tailored for you. 10,000 fabrics to choose from.
hm-h. sport coats, slacks, top coats, shirts and formal tuxedos

SAVE 33% to 200%

Sharkskin Wool Suit

Any persons taking

CARDURA

For Hypertension or
Urinary Outflow Obstructions
Who has suffered

Congestive Heart Failure,

English All Wool Year Round Suit

English Terylens/Wool All Year Round Suit. ....ﬂli 00
English Herringbone All Wool Suit .
British Navy Blue All Year Round Wool Blazer $295.00
British Cashmere Wool Sport Coat. $329.00

Tel: (815) 687-3181 10am. to 8 p.m.

4300 W. Hwy. 80

May 10, 11, 12
Thurs.-Fri-Sat.

Chest Pains, Stroke, Death
May be ENTITLED to seek

MONEY DAMAGES

1-800-414-9757
George Hazzard, LLawyvyer-Dal'as, Tx

Not certified by the Texas Board of L.egal Specializauon
Accepted Claims wiall hkely involve referral.

Maytag recalls
electric ranges

WASHINGTON (AP) —
Maytag Corp. 1s recalling 13,000

electric ranges because flamma-
ble liquids can enter an indicator
light, causing sparks and posing

AN EXTRAORDINARY

IANO SALE EVENT

STEINWAY

' Comes To The Abilene Civic Center

| World Famous Pianos
1 TO BE SOLD AT REMARKABLE SAVINGS

The Newton, lowa-based
applhiance maker announced the
voluntary nationwide recall in
coordination with the Consumer
Product Safety Commission on
Wednesday.

Maytag has received 15 reports
of flames in the indicator lights. |
No injunies have been reported,
the commission said.

The recalled electnic ranges are
30-inch units that bear the brand
name “Crosley” or “Magic Chef™
on the control panel.

The Crosley brand name
ranges bear the model numbers
CE35000AAW or
CE35000AAT. The Magic Chet
brand name ranges bear the
model numbers CERI110AAT
or CER1110AAH.

The model numbers can be
located by opening the storage
drawer and looking at the tag on
the left side. l

People should stop using the
electric ranges immediately, the
company said. Consumers with
questions can call Maytag at |-
800-462-9267 between 8 a.m.
and 5 p.m. EDT. Monday
through Fnday for a free repair
kit.

a fire hazard. .
PraTiNnuml

Mail-in Rebats

539 | %90

REBATE REBATE

When you purchase $350-$449 When you purchase more than $450
(excluding tax) of Platinum Il luggage (exciuding tax) of Platinum I luggage
between 4/1/01 and 6/30/01 between 4/1/01 and 6/30/01

Bag’'n Baggage

L Specialty Luggage & Leather Goods Stores | |

Midland Park Mall
915-697-2277

Your Rare Opportunity to Own the Piano of a Lifetime

! Steinway Hall - Dallas/Ft. Worth 1s coming to Abilene and will be offering these
select Steinway, Boston and Essex grands and verticals plus many other choice new
and used pianos and digital keyboards at extraordinary savings.

STEINWAY - BOSTON - ESSEX - SAMICK - TECHNICS DIGITALS

Friday, May 11 - BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
Saturday, May 12 - BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC « Sunday, Mav 13 « Noon->

Great Gifis
For The
Grad

ACEYLIC IMAGL I™C.

FOR APPOINTMENTS OR INFORMATION

CALL 915-673-6139

ABILENE CIVIC CENTER - 1100 N. 6TH STREET

Selecuions may vary by store. For informanion

VISIT w'hlngnhaw com Of
call 1-800-788-2808.

O™ Puchlo Tues-Fnn 83 Sat 9.3

687-0391

—
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The most Incredible

I mUSlC maChlne since the accordion.  [Cmmemomas )

* Intel® Pentium® 4 Processor 1.4GHz
* EV700 17" Monitor (15.9" viewable)
* 128MB RDRAM \

The Gateway Performance Digital Music PC is loaded with

1!'”‘ everything you need to record and play digital music. And "SR Drive
m * FREE Recordable/Rewritable CD-ROM Drive |
the deal on this machine is even more incredible. You get * FREE Boston Acoustics® BA735™
Digital Speakers w/Subwoofer
an Intel Pentium 4 processor-based system with the free * FREE Gateway Music:)Ware™
CD Creator Pack’
Gateway Music:)Ware CD Creator Pack designed especially to handle » Microsoft* Works Suite 2001

1299

A, Gateway ,

“You've got a friend in the business™*

demanding music applications. Stop by a Gateway Country store today.

e
s

Visit a Gateway Country® store

888-888-0195 ¢ MMCWMC

STORE HOURS: 10AM to 8PM M - FRIDAY, 10 to 7 SAT, NOON TO 6PM SUN

4410 N. Midkiff Suite B » Midland ® 915-699-1393 * (across from the Midland Park Mall, by Loop 250)

Includes Windows’ lelenmum Edition, the home verszon of the world’s favortte software

2001 Gateway Inc Al nghts reserved Gateway terms and conor s 300y JJ'E"A-.‘r Uect L+ Gateway com L P and Gateway Country Stores LLC are separate legal enthes Gateway the Galeway “" go. “You ve ot in e business * taghne and Gateway ( are fraoemanks or regrstered irademarks of Gatewav Inc in the U 'S dnd ofher countnes
e Infel Inside Logo, Infe! and Pentum are regrsiersd trademarks of infe! Corporahon Priges and contigurations subiect 1o change without notice or obligation Pr £s exclude Shipping and handiing and taxes |
! Oer expires 5-17-01 € 13ing "*-:uL' (- 180 COur5es '-.~-:-1-*" avaiialiiny. and Studen's may De required 10 purchase course malerials for centamn courses. Lusiomers need infeme :«:.H-" sse this service. and ateway 1 not responsible for any connection charges Gateway Country ramng: Passes are nol iranslerable No refunds are allowed for
‘ Dgrade Passes Iraning available & parhioipal t‘-:i:"ﬁ'a'r Lountry locahons Co S0 May not De avaable i il locatgns A g Pnces and courses subect fo change without notice. Prices exclude shipping :"*f'd’l"*:; ang idx Laleway ITaining 1S not 0 Ad code M??‘
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Census shows Hispanic growth fueled by Mexican immigration

a Genaro C. Armas said Juan Figueroa, president of lawyers to federal judgeships ditionally drawn immigrants as from the Census Bureau will not  placed the illegal immigrant
i ress the Puerto Rican Legal Defense included one Hispanic, a statistic  people flocked to small towns and come out until late this year, at the ulation at the time of the f&%
and Education Fund. that i1s “unacceptable,” said cities for jobs at manufacturing earliest, after figures on the for- census at between 6.5 million and

WASHINGTON — A surge in
the Mexican population in the

The report did not address
how much of the Hispanic pop-

Arturo Vargas, executive director
of the National Association of

and meatpacking plants. The
Mexican Fopulation in North
or

eign-bom population are released.
A preliminary estimate from

7.5 million, up about 1 million
from a previous estimate,

United States paced the explosive ulation increase resulted from ille- Latino Elected and Appointed Carolina, instance, rose 655 the Immigration and Naturaliza-
growth among Hispanics over the  gal immigration — a question that - Officials. percent. tion Service, pending the release On the Net:
past decade, the Census Bureau Eu.rcau officials said could be bet-  As Democrats and Republicans ~ But California, with 8.5 million of more detailed census figures, hitp://www.census.gov

reported, with newcomers settling
in the Midwest as well as tradi-
tional 1mmi t gateways like
Texas, California and Flonda.

The Puerto Rican and Cuban
populations in this country also
rose significantly during the
1990s, though to a lesser extent,
said a Census 2000 report being
released today. The once-a-
decade head count found nearly
13 million more Hispanics in the
country in 2000 than in 1990, of
which over half were Mexican.

The rt offered the first new
details of the country’s Hispanic
population, which at 35.3 mullion
strong, now is approaching non-
Hispanic blacks as the nation’'s
largest minority group. Non-His-
panic blacks totaled about 35.4
million.

With Hispanics, especially
Mexicans, increasing in size in
most states, advocacy groups

ter answered when additional
figures are released {ater this year.

Among the findings:

8 There were 20.6 million
Mexican-Americans in the coun-

in 2000, up 53 percent from
1990. Mexicans outnumbered all
other Hispanic groups.

B Puerto Ricans were the next
biggest Hispanic group, increas-
ing 25 percent to 3.4 mullion. New
York had the largest Puerto Rican
population, at 1.1 million, but was
also the only state to see a decline
among that group (down 3 per-
cent).

@ The Cuban population, the
third largest group, was up 19 Eer-
cent, with the highest growth in
the South and West. The Cuban
population decreased in New
York, New Jersey, Louisiana and
the District of Columbia.

B Nearly 5 percent of all oth-
er Hispanics in 2000 were from

rethink political strategies to
reach out, Hispanic Americans
must continue to effectively artic-
ulate policy priorities, encourage
citizenship and exercise their
nght to vote, Vargas said.

Both parties oftered glimpses
last Saturday of their increased
attention. Bush gave his weekly
radio address in both English and
Spanish for the first ime and
Democrats also gave a bilingual
radio response.

Among Mexicans, growth rates
surged 1n places that have not tra-

Mexicans and Texas, with 5.1
million, were still the top two
states, as in 1990.

The report renewed discus-
sions over how much of the pop-
ulation growth was due to legal
and illegal immigrants. e
bureau does not ask people to
divulge their legal status.

Between 11 million and 12 mul-
lion people immugrated to the
United States in the 1990s, the
Census Bureau estimated in
March, based an earlier survey.

Updated immugration estimates

IRS PROBLEMS?

VETERAN EX-IRS AGENTS & TAX PROFESSIONALS

Clients Never Meet with the IRS - Settle for Penndes on the Dollar - Written Guarantee

Free Tax Settlement Analysis:
Confidential Interview in Our Local Office

Free “Insider” Report:
“How to End IRS Problems Foreverl|

RELIEF from ANGINA

A new treatment for angina that does
not require invasive procedures is now
available at
The Heart Center.

EECP® Therapy is performed in
35 one-hour sessions - and you go
home immediately after each treatment.

Patients say that EECP® is comfortable.
In fact, they sometimes read,
listen to music or even
fall asleep during treatment.

Many will tell you that EECP® Therapy
has changed their lives for the better.

seized on the new numbers to call  Central America, and 4 percent 800- 9609 -
on political leaders to give more  were from South America. 9&2: g-n-";ﬁ ,1,241..11, TH E HEA HT CENTER
attention to issues affecting those ~ Now, Hispanics must continue www.jkharris.com 25 Village Circle

groups. These include improving
educational opportunities and
attacking raciar profiling.

“The growing number of His-
panics is a catalyst, not only for
discussing the changing face of
our nation’s demographics, but
also for discussing the changing
face of our nation’'s democracy,

to unite their diverse groups and
turn the pn(fulaliﬂn gains into
political and social gains, said
Angelo Amador, policy analyst
with the Mexican-American
Legal Defense and Educational
Fund.

For instance, President Bush’s
nomination Wednesday of 11

“..the (Nation's) most successsful tax-resolution company.” -The Wall Street Journel
JK Harris & Company- Midiand, Odessa (457 Offices Nationwide)

ity Mattresses

Wall @ Andrews Highway
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Take Control of Your Health

*FREE Set-Up!

*FREE Removal of
old beddin¢

Sealy Twin Set
Starting at

*109°° ea.pc.

Queen Set
Starting at

*399° set

o —

Introducing the new Dual Support
System, a revolutionary combination of
correct support and cradling support,
available only in the Sealy Posturpedic®

Crown Jewel® Sleep System.

PREMIER WEIGET . g
* REG SALE REG SALE
MANAGEMENT CLAss Twin Set.........$819.... " 099"  Twin Set.......$1129......" 899"
— Full Set..........5919.... 199" Full Set.........512%0...... " 999"
With Proper Knowledge and Tools Queen Set.....$1019.... "B99%  Queen Set......$1299.. 1 099"
You Can Decide to Reclaim a King Set........$1031...*1099*

Healthy and Energetic Life!
Now Enrolling Class of

The (e “av Diwitiord Mar res

30 Potential Patients! Apex Plush Felicity Pillow Top
“No Tum” o Tum”

Contact Us At: MO MU RS A MO AU

twinSet.. . $728..... 040" | |iwinset..sore..... 099" twinset..s72a"599% | |twinset_.go0.. 519" twinse_ 72 '500"

MED'CAL CENTER PHAR"ACY PiSet...... 5000 " TA® | |raiset.....s0n0.. "TO9" raser...s00.....'009% | |raser...som.. . '009" rarset.. $iooe... 'T99"

SM Quoen Sot.... 51000 T99™ | | Ouesnset.. 51018 " 099"  Quesnser..$1000....."T99% | |ouweenset...$900... "T49™  Queenser..$ioso.... 549"

the Wellness Store King Set.....$1299..... 1099% | | King Set.....$1001.... 099"  KingSet....$1209... " 1099% | | kingSet...s1200.. 049"  (ingSet...s10... 149"

N “A Natural Pharmacy”
é,\a Courtyard Dr. Across from Bank One
S Phone (915) 697-7500

() N

CARTER’

~mitdlandhealth.c

Henson-Kickenick

Panty Sale
& Bali

Your Choice

3599

Reg. $8.50
Choose From Freedom Shapen & long briefs.

JERSEY KNIT

All Sizes

; #3.“‘1

“—our Insert G Pt

n Today's Pape Stylish three button blazers.

Reg. $56.00
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GREAT DESTINATIONS TRAVEL
306 W, Wall, Ste 115 *» 682-8645
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lllagers arising from Congo’s rebel-held
ast speak of years In hldlng from war

Ellen Knickmeyer
Associated Press

KABINDA, Congo — Ntam-
u¢ Ntambue fed his seven chil-
. and cassava leaves for
¢ 15 months they hid from
rebels in warring Congo. When
there were no more rats, they ate
ly leaves.

Sent running by shelling that
their southern village aflame
March 15, 1999, the 36-year-
farmer and his neighbors
iched from the scrub as

RWwanda-backed rebels laid
i ¢lai

recent weeks, rebels at Ejimba
have begun allowing families
with sick people or those with
goods to buy or sell to come to
Kabinda, he said.

At Kabinda's market, girls
from nearby rebel-held villages
said rebel authorities were per-
mitting them to come to town to
sell manioc. Corns and beans,
more nutritious and thus more
prized, were being kept out of
the government-held town by
rebel order, the girls said.

Nurses and doctors with the
Roman Catholic health services
_ . in Kabinda are afraid to venture
. ®rippgd its ficlds. outside the city — although they

i y b : -
| 3 "W@&would go in the night, to - agonize with worry for those
fields and see what had AP Photo 1.y cannot reach. llaser for permanent hair removal

ter
gen left by the rebels,” but Young children seeking medical help, arrive at a hospital in the “Security there is not lwith a dynamic cooling device.

fometimes “it was nothing,” @overnment-held town of Kabinda from the rebel occupied zones assured.” said Sister Jacqueline Th{ Candela Gentlelase ™ is thé

* around Kabinda, a frontline town in Congo last : o : 1
d Ntambue, who lost two of O Searey Bipingane. She broke into tears most advanced treatment for

-y,

v -

to the village’s cattle and
| liTired of unwanted or excess hair’

‘M have the only FDA approved

cles into Kabinda in search of and military hardware into Con-
food for distant villages. go after Rwanda and Uganda —
Tshole was venturing out for with their Congo rebel allies —
the first ime after two years in  invaded in August 1999.
hiding. He and his two brothers Congo’s interior is opening up
had pedaled and pushed bicyles  slightly since a U.N.-monitored
laden with peanuts more than troop disengagement began
120 miles, a one-week journey, March 15. The pullback is
in hopes of trading them for oth- meant to be a step toward the
er food and salt in Kabinda. withdrawal of foreign forces
Some of the men sold whole 3nd disbanding of the rebel
ale of the problem to justih bags of precious corn just to hpy armies.
eas for additional funding.” clothes to cover themselves for Ntambue, the father of seven
& But AP reporters, visiting iso- the JORIREY, saild Kasongo gt the village of Ejimba, said
f8ted communities and hospitals Lupongo, ?‘_’hﬂ hoped to buy rebels ordered him and his
fn Congo’s northeast and south- 00d for his seven remaining peighbors out of the bush and
east, saw emaciated children and ¢hildren — two others, ages 5 back into their villages and

’ sa;ll::r:fl;rlsl_:ﬁdhi;ml;ren to day before. clothes, so they are ashamed to aS S0ON as shE put her_thoughts LffFL[IkE removal of unwanted

| ‘With a cease-fire in Congo'’s The villagers straggling into come here to Kabinda,” said MO words. : If the sisters go { hair.

| 2 1/2-year-old war taking hold, Kabinda — a government-held Basa Ngoyi, the mother of an there, some can be killed. HELLO | !SER

. Mtambue’s account is one of Southeastern city of 140,000 emaciated 5-year-old at the e Baas. ' '

[ ny revealing the hidden encircled by rebel territory — Kabinda hospital. el ?"ntt_ﬂn ItF.i GOO[)BYE RAZOR

i manitarian disaster in rebel- ;P“ke of many more dying at 568‘315 dﬂﬂd H’!Eif R“’ﬂnldgg © nC?rn?rnE?teZ pode } |Call for consultation & 111 North “C” St.
: W 5 ome. an gandan aillies contro _ %

E dﬂ:‘la}nuclﬂ;ic;n::gilsi : ﬁfé;] “There’s so much suffering. percent of northern and eastern h:is:;fh:;w;?:réc;rgo FREE PA.I;Cﬂ TEST" 915-685-1995
— eased by the New York-based Too much,” saild Omasombo Congo. Congo’s government htto-// of tp " g "t | ‘im‘lf’“:j S T‘ ,

‘ ternational Rescue Committee 1Shole, who on Sunday was holds the rest only with the help p//lwww.interaction.org/situ-  fjtremendous value!

| estimated the war left 2.5 million among a stream of bony, ragged of Zimbabwe, Angola and ation/drcongo/index.htmi u OPEN MONSAL ® AE MAOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTTD
|

ﬁﬂplf dead — most from dis- Mmen trudging or pushing bicy- Namibia, which poured troops

se or hunger — in eastern
Congo alone.
- Rebels — who block access to
their territory — deny the
' hunger is severe. Adolphe
~ Onusumba, leader of - eastern
| gﬂngﬂ's dominant rebel group,
' the Rwandan-backed Rally for

Congolese Democracy, told The
Associated Press in late April
that “aid agencies exaggerate the

Coffees, Teas, Pastries, Cakes, Pies
Gift Baskets e Gift Certificates Available

Mon. 7am-3pm (available for private

: functions Mon. evening)
Tue:.-Thur:. fam-11pm
Paragon {Alt(:ﬂ} Bidg. ). - 7 am-Midnight

adults and heard direct accounts 2N 4. died late last year. | fields on Dec. 27.
of years of running and hiding _ 1here are some whoare sl Cultivation is resuming; in Mon.-Fri. 7:30 am-3 pm 8am-Midnight
in the bush They don’'t have ﬂ‘ Closed Sunday

and of starvation that persists to o
this day. ’ ) 4
“l wanted to save them, " said . 'ChabOd
T one woman, whose family car-
ried two young sisters 30 miles Em BN"MQ'Q*NWN

O SOOI £ Spes o Fukiung Relp PERIWINKLES » LOBELIA |GERANIUMS

overcrowded wih te survng || IMPATIENS - NIEREMBERGIA | &, @@ Ba et sncrmin Ca sttt g o o)

d the sick. DHALBERG DAISIES o opping Ctr_« Midland Dr. at Loop
MG [T T WS AN AN A SN AR SN AR S SA DDA
POT :

l Nkongolo, who weighs only 26 el o - J — —= gt

pounds at age 11, sat on a cot at

' the hospital beg‘ging strangers GARDENV'EW GREENHOUSES

fﬂr food. T1L12Z W. HWY. 80 (11/2 miles West of Loop 2850)
| Her 13-year-old sister died the P 2 |
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' Gang fight in
prison kills
 SIX Inmates

CARACAS, Venezuela (AP)
) — A brawl between two gangs
. inside a prison on the outskirts
i of Caracas left six prisoners
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