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Kiwamis Club to 
host pancake feed

The Big Spring 
Kiwanis Club’s 60th 
Pancake Supper will 
be held from 4 p.m. to 
8 p.m. Friday in the 
Howard College cafete­
ria.

The all-you-can-eat 
meal includes pan­
cakes. sausage, bacon 
and a drink for $5 per 
person.

Senior driver 
course offered

A senior citizen dri­
ver safety course will 
be taught at the Big 
Spring Senior Center 
March 2-3.

The course will begin 
at 9:30 a.m. and end at 
2 p.m. each day with a 
half-our lunch, break.

There is a $10 fee for 
books. Most auto insur­
ance companies give a 
discount on insurance 
premiums when the 
course is completed. To 
register, call the Senior 
Center at 267-1628.
Class size is limited to 
35.

The course is the 
nation’s first and 
largest classroom 
refresher for motorists 
age 50 and older.

Cook-off slated 
to help FHS band

A benefit barbecue 
cook-off for the Forsan 
band trip to 
Washington D.C. is set 
for March 12 at 703 W. 
Third. Categories are 
brisket, pork ribs, 
chicken halves, 
sausage and jackpot 
beans.

Cooking will begin 
early that morning 
and judging will be at 
1 p.m. Dining begins 
at 1 p.m. also. 

Registration is $10
per category and plates 
are $5 per person. 
Cooks may register 
now by calling 263- 
6862.
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W eather spotter school open to everyone
By THO M AS JENKINS
Staff Writer

With the severe 
weather season set to 
begin in less than a 
week, how sharp are 
your weather spotting 
skills?

That’s the question 
the National Weather 
Service is asking local 
residents, as it gets 
ready to hold weather spotting 
classes March 10 from 7 p.m. 
until 9 p.m.. at the Big Spring

Chamness

City Council Chambers.
“The Weather Spotter School is 

put on by the National Weather 
Service to train people in the 
community on how to look at the 
clouds and conditions and tell 
what’s going on,” said Terry 
Chamness. “ It’s very intense. It’s 
very good training and it’s only a 
two-hour class.

“They will also have informa­
tion on how to go online to the 
National Weather Service Web 
site and track the weather on 
their radar sites. That way they 
can see what’s coming up.”

Chamness said the course will 
cover the most common severe 
weather situations for the 
Howard County area in hopes of 
preparing area residents for the 
worst-case scenario.

“ It’s really a lot of good infor­
mation for people to have,” said 
Chamness. “It gives people a 
basic knowledge of what severe 
weather is like in our area. Since 
we’re getting ready to head into 
the Severe weather season March 
1, which lasts until October, this 
is really important information 
to have. Springtime is when we

B r i e f l y  s p e a k i n g . . .
W h at: National Weather Service 
Weather Spotter School.
W here: Big Spring City Council 
Chambers.
W hen: 7 p.m. to 9 p.m .' 
Thursday, March 10.
C ost: Free.

really get a lot of the severe 
weather — things like hail and

See SPOTTERS, Page 3A

Gem
dandy!
Rockhounds get 
ready for annual 
show at fair barns
By TH O M A S JENKINS__________________
Staff Writer

The Big Spring Prospector’s Club will 
be polishing and cutting the rocks and 
gems to perfection this week, as they 
get ready to present the 36th Annual 
Gem and Mineral Show Saturday and 
Sunday.

Prospectors Club Secretary-Treasurer 
Lola Lamb has 
been helping 
to coordinate 
the event for 
many years 
now, and said 
there will be 
something for 
everyone in 
the family at 
the show, 
which will be 
held at the 
H o w a r d  
County Fair 
Barn.

“ Admission 
is free,” said 
Lamb. “We' 
have dealers 
and demon­
strations and 
the spinning 
wheel will also 
be there for 
the children.
We’ll also have 
a snack bar 
and plenty of 
displays of 
work done by 
people locally,
as well as some of the vendors.

“A lot of people probably don’t realize 
what can be inside what appears to be 
an ugly old rock. There will be plenty of 
displays showing what is actually 
inside a rock, and how it’s worked into 
jewelry. Several people at the show will 
be working with the stones so people 
can see the process they go through 
first hand.”

Lamb said demonstrations are a 
major part of the Gem and Mineral 
Show, which is slated for 9 a.m. until 5

See SHOW, Page 3A

‘‘A lot o f people 
probably don’t 
realize what can be 
inside what appears 
to be an ugly old 
rock.”

—Lola Lamb

R a in y  d a y  fu n

m

HERAU) ptioto/ThomM Janhlm
Rainy weather didn't take the fun out of 6-year-oid Rene V iiia’s day, as he plays a computer game at 
the Boys Club Friday afternoon. Villa attends kindergarten classes a t Bauer-Magnet School. The Big 
Spring Boys Club is open to all boys currently attending school for f  $3  annual fee. For more informa­
tion, call 263-1822.

Personal incomes drop sharp 2.3 percent
By M A R TIN  CRUTSINGER

AP Economics Writer
WASHINGTON -  Personal 

incomes which had been bol­
stered by a large stock divi­
dend payment in December 
plunged 2.3 percent in 
January, the sharpest decline 
in more than a decade. 
Consumer spending was flat, 
the government reported 
Monday.

The Commerce Department 
said the sharp January drop in 
incomes followed a record 3.7 
percent jump in incomes in 
December with both months 
heavily influenced by a $3 per 
share dividend payment that 
computer software giant 
Microsoft made on Dec. 2.

The number of new single- 
family homes sold in January

fell 9.2 percent, the agency 
said in a second report.

The worse-than-expected per­
formance pushed new home 
sales down to 1.11 million 
units at a seasonally adjusted 
annual rate in January com­
pared to a revised December 
rate of 1.22 million units. Last 
week, the National 
Association of Realtors report­
ed that sales of existing homes 
and condominiums had fallen 
as well in January, dipping a 
slight 0.1 percent to a season­
ally adjusted annual rate of 6.8 
million units. '

Both sales of new and exist­
ing homes set all-time highs in 
2004 for the fourth consecutive 
year. Economists are forecast­
ing a retreat from those highs 
this year as mortgage rat^s are 
expected to start rising.

Without the huge $32 billion 
dividend payment by 
Microsoft, personal incomes 
would have shown steadier 
gains of 0.6 , percent in 
December and 0.5 percent in 
January.

Personal spending was 
unchanged in January after 
having risen by 0.8 percent in 
December, This reflected the 
fact that demand for autos 
sagged last month as dealers 
removed attractive incentive 
offers they had used to spur 
end-of-the-year sales.

Consumer spending is 
expected to post solid gains 
again this year, bolstered by 
continued improvements in 
employment, but not quite up 
to the pace in 2004. Last year.

See ECONOMY, Page 3A

Lawsuit over 2002 eiection spending goes to trial
By JIM  VERTUNO________________

Associated Press Writer
AUSTIN — Republicans swept 

to complete power in state gov­
ernment in 2002 when the GOP 
seized majority control of the 
Texas House for the first time 
since the 187Qs.

But just below the din of 
Republican celebrations.
Democrats cried foul with allega­
tions that the election was 
hijacked by illegal campaign 
spending of corporate donations 
to influence the outcome.

Today, a civil lawsuit filed by 
five Democrats who lost elec­
tions will reach a courtroom. 
The ‘ trial before state District 
Judge Joe Hart is expected to last

a week.
The Democrats allege Bill 

Ceverha, a former state House 
Republican who is now treasurer 
of the Texans for a Republican 
Majority political action commit­
tee, or TRMPAC, conspired to 
illegally collect and spend about 
$600,000 in corporate contribu­
tions that targeted them in their 
races. r

Texas law bans the use of cor­
porate money to influence the 
outcome of an election but allows 
its use for administrative costs 
for political committees, such as 
rent or utility bills.

The Democrats also allege that 
corporate contributions were not 
properly reported to the Texas

Ethics Commission.
"The question in this case is 

whether secret, undisclosed cor­
porations are going to control the 
political process through large 
campaign contributions," said 
Cris Feldman, one of the attor­
neys for the five Democrats.

Evidence that may emerge in 
this week’s civil trial could affect 
an ongoing criminal investiga­
tion into 2002 legislative election 
spending. That investigation has 
resulted in Indictments against 
three top fund-raisers for U.S. 
House Majority Leader Tom 
DeLay.

Texans for a Republican 
Majority, created by DeLay, is an 
offshoot of his national fund-rais­

ing committee, Americans for a 
Republican Majority. DeLay has 
not been accused of any wrong­
doing. He has not been subpoe 
naed in the civil case and has 
congressional immunity from 
being forced to testify in a law­
suit.

Ceverha’s attorney, Terry 
Scarborough, said TRMPAC did 
make campaign contributions to 
several candidates but the money 
came from funds collected by 
individuals and entities other 
than corporations. He said all 
those donations were properly 
reported both by the political 
committee and the receiving can-

See TRIAL, Page 3A
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Obituaries
Louise Curry

Louise Curry. 80, of Big Spring died Sunday. Feb. 27, 
2005, at her residence. Services are pending at Myers ‘ 
& Smith Funeral Home.

Nellie Ida Alexander
Nellie Ida Alexander, 97,-of Big Spring died Monday, 

Feb. 28,2005, in a local nursing home. Her services are 
pending with Nalley-Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & 
Crematory of Big Spring.

Mattie Boling
Mattie Boling, 87, of Big Spring died Sunday, Feb. 27. 

2005, in a local nursing home. Her services are pend­
ing with Nalley-Pickle & Welch Funeral Home &  
Crematory of Big Spring.

Mary Bartlett
Mary Bartlett, 63, of Big Spring died Monday, Feb. 

28, 2005, in a Midland hospital. Her services are pend­
ing with Nalley-Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & 
Crematory of Big Spring.

Fire/EMS
The Big Spring Fire Department reported the follow­

ing activity:
• MEDICAL was reported in the 1800 block of North 

Highway 87. One person was transported to the VA 
Medical Center.

• MEDICAL was reported in the in the 1800 block of 
North Highway 87. One person was transported to the 
VA Medical Center.

• MEDICAL was reported in the in the 3000 block of 
Sherrod Road. Service was refused.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1600 block of 
Harding. One person was transport^ to SMMC.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 100 block of Terry 
Road. Service was refused.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1800 block of North 
Highway 87. One person was transported to the VA 
Medical Center.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 2700 block of North 
Birdwell. One person was transported to the VA 
Medical Cehter.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 2600 block of Gregg. 
Service was refused.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1800 block of North 
Highway 87. One person Was transported to the VA 
Medical Center.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1800 block of North 
Highway 87. One person was transported to the VA 
Medical Center.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 100 block of East 
15th St. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported ip thê  moo bipck of 
Runnels. One person was transporter! to.SMMC.

• TRAFFIC ACCIDENT was reported in the 2500 
block of Gregg. Service was refused.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1800 block of North 
Highway 87. One person was transported to the VA 
Medical Center.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1800 block of North
Highway 87. One person was transported to the VA 
Medical Center. ,

• MEDICAL was reported in the 5700 block of Cedar. 
One person was transported to SMMC.

• TRAUM A was reported in the 100 block of East 
11th. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 3000 block of South 
Anderson. One person was transported to SMMC.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 2500 block of Gregg. 
Service was refused.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1800 block of North 
Highway 87. One person was transported to the VA 
Medical Center.

• A STRUCTURE FIRE was reported in the 4700 
block of North Highway 87. The fire was extinguished.

Lottery
Results of the Lotto Texas drawing Saturday night: 
Winning numbers drawn: 8,13,21,23, 24 Bonus Ball: 

14.
Number matching five of five, plus Bonus Ball: 

None.
Estimated jackpot for Wednesday night drawing: $15 

million.

Results of the Cash 5 drawing Saturday night: 
Winning numbers drawn: 11-14-17-19-33.
Number matching five of five: None.
Next Cash 5 drawing: Tonight.

• • •
The winning Pick 3 numbers drawn Saturday after­

noon: 0-4-6

The winning Pick 3 numbers drawn Saturday night: 
5-5-4

Take note
□  YOUNGLIFE ROUNDUP BANQUET is set for 

today at 6:30 p.m. in the Dora Roberts Community 
Center. Round-Up provides community members an 
opportunity to enjoy a catered barbecue dinner while 
learning about the activities that take place during 
YoungLife club. For more information or to contribute 
to YoungLife, call leader Shelly Warren at 264-1234.

ft

□  BOOK FAIR AT  KENTWOOD ELEMENTARY 
TODAY THROUGH FRIDAY with an Open House 
from 5 p.m. until 6:30 p.m. Tuesday. Hamburgers and 
hot dogs will be served for $3 each. Call the school at 
264-4130 for more information.

a  COAHOMA LIONS CLUB PANCAKE SUPPER 
from 5 p.m. until 7:30 p.m. Tuesday in the Coahoma 
Elementary cafetorium. All you can eat tickets are 
$3.50. Preschool children are free. For more informa­
tion, call 394-4437 or Qualid Dobbs at 394-4000.

Police blotter
The Big Spring police Department reported the fol­

lowing incidents between 8 a.m. Friday and 8 a.m. 
todftyi

S ^ V IA  REYNOLDS CARDONA, 41, of Lincoln, 
Neb., was arrested on a charge of public intoxication' 
and failure to identify.

• PATRICIA GROSSMAN, 43, of 609 Circle, was 
arrested on a charge of class C assault.

• APRIL FERN SMITH, 23, of 1400 Wood, was 
arrested for traffic warrants.

• PORFIRIO RIOS JR., 41, of Austin, was arrested 
on a charge of disorderly conduct/language.

• ISABEL GONZALES LOMAS. 39. of 806 Goliad, 
was arrested on a charge of driving while intoxicated.

• JOE LOUIS SANCHEZ. 45, of 401 Young, was 
arrested on a charge of public intoxication.

• ERICA KATYANN ESCAMILLA. 23, of 210 Loop 
Road, was arrested on a charge of public intoxication 
of a minor.

• CLASS C ASSAULT/FAMILY VIOLENCE was
reported in the 1300 block of Madison and the 500 
block of Nolan.

• BURGLARY OF A  HABITATION was reported in 
the 1300 block of Lamar and the 900 block of Father 
Delaney Street.

• CRIMINAL MISCHIEF LESS THAN $50 was
reported in the 2700 block of Wasson.

• DRIVING WHILE INTOXICATED was reported 
in the 800 block of Fourth Street.

• DRIVING WHILE LICENSE SUSPENDED OR 
INVALID was reported in the 900 block of Goliad and 
the 1400 block of Airbase Road.

• TERRORISTIC THREAT was reported in the 2200 
block of Morrison.

• THEFT LESS THAN $50 was reported in the 400 
block of Birdwell, 1100 block of Lamesa, 2300 block of 
Wasson, 1200 block of 11th Place and the 1700 block of 
FM706.

• CLASS C ASSAULT/THREAT was reported in the 
1500 block of Mesa.

• ASSAULT was reported in the 100 block of NW 
Third Street and the 400 block of Sunset.

• EVADING ARREST OR DETENTION was 
reported in the 2900 block of Highway 80.

• FAILURE TO IDENTIFY was reported in the 600 
block of Interstate 20.

• POSSESSION OF MARIJUANA LESS THAN 
TWO OUNCE was reported in the 1200 block of East 
Third Street.

Sheriff’s report
The Howard County Sheriff’s Department reported 

the following activity between 8 p.m. Saturday and 8 
a.m. today:

• LATOYA MAXWELL, 19, was arrested on a 
charge of motion to revoke probation for theft/stolen 
property more than $50 less than $500.

• CHANCE RAY LANG, 19, was transferred td'cdurt'-' 
ty by the BSPD on a charge of theft of stolen ihroperty 
less than $500.

• MELISSA WILTSIE, 30, was arrested on a mdfion 
to revoke probation on failure to iderttify/fugitive giv­
ing false information.

• AGUSTIN FIERRO JR., 38, was transferred to 
county by the BSPD on a charge of driving while 
intoxicated, third or more offense.

• STEVEN PENA, 19, was arrested in a charge of 
stolen property less than $1,500.

• STEVEN RAY MCKINNEY, 22, was arrested on a 
charge of possession of marijuana less than two 
ounces and driving while intoxicated.

• KIM  STAMBAUGH, 45, was transferred to the 
county by the BSPD on a charge of possession of mar­
ijuana less than two ounces.

• JAMIE LEE ATKINSON, 36, was arrested on a 
charge of criminal trespass.

• MICKEY LYNN KENNEDY, 45, was arrested on a 
charge of driving while intoxicated, third or more 
offense.

• ANDREA DENISE ALENDER, 32, was arrested on 
a charge of possession of marijuana less than two 
ounces.

• HOWARD BRANDON JOHNSON, 32, was trans­
ferred to county jail by the BSPD on a charge of dri­
ving while license suspended.

• DAVID W AYNE BLEDSOE, 23, was transferred to 
county by the BSPD on a charge of evading arrest or 
detention.

• JOHNNY OCHOA, 34, was arrested on a parole 
violation.

• PHONE HARASSMENT was reported in the 110 
block of Miller.

• H IT AND RUN was reported on Highway 350.
• DOMESTIC PROBLEM was reported in the 2700 

block of Williams Road.
• THEFT OF SERVICE was reported on the east 

bound service road.
• LOOSE LIVESTOCK was reported on Highway 

350.

Weather
Today -  Mostly sunny. Highs in the lower 60s. 

Northwest winds around 10 mph.
Tonight — Partly cloudy. Lows in the mid 30s. 

Southwest winds around 10 mph shifting to the south­
east after midnight.

Tuesday — Partly cloudy. Highs in the upper 60s. 
Southwest winds 10 to 15 mph.

Tuesday night — Partly cloudy. Lows in the upper 
30s. West winds 10 to 15 mph.

Wednesday — Mostly cloudy with scattered showers 
thunderstorms. Highs in the lower 60s. North winds 10 
to 15 mph. The chance of rain is 30 percent.

Wednesday night Partly cloudy. Lows in the mid 
30s.

Thursday — Mostly sunny. Highs in the lower 60s. 
Thursday night — Clear. Lows in the upper 30s. 
Friday — Mostly sunny. Isolated thunderstorms. 

Highs in the upper 60s.
Friday night — Mostly clear. Lows in the upper 30s. 
Saturday — Partly cloudy. Highs in the lower 60s. 
Saturday night — Partly cloudy. Lows in the upper 

30s.

Bulletin board
If you havo Homs for tho Bullotin board, contact the 

Herald nawa room at 263 -7331  or amall 
oditorOblgsprin6herald.com
TODAY
• Senior Circle meets at 4 p.m. at Scenic Mountain 

Medical Center for Sit and Be Fit Chair Aerobics. 
Those 50 years and older are invited to attend. Call 
268-4721.

• Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) No. 21 meets at 
5 p.m. in the Dora Roberts Rehabilitation (Center, 306 
W. Third, for weigh-in. The meeting begins at 5:30 
p.m. Call 1-800-392-8677 or 263-0391 or 263-1758.

• Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) No. TX 1756 
meets at 5:30 p.m. Monday in the 11th and Birdwell 
Lane Church of Christ. A different program is 
offered every week, and anyone 7 years old or older 
is welcome to attend. Please enter through the north­
west door. Call 263-2786 for more information.

• Evening Lions Club meets at 6:30 p.m. in La 
Posada Restaurant.

• Concerned Citizens Council meets at 7 p.m. at 500 
S. Main St., in the Dorothy Lamb Meeting Room of 
the Howard County Library. The public is welcome.

• Prospector’s Club work night begins at 7 p.m. at 
606 E. Third.

TUESDAY
• Intermediate Line Dance classes begin at 9 a.m. 

in the Spring City Senior Citizen’s Center. Call 267- 
1628.

• Coahoma Senior Citizen luncheon is set for 11 
a.m. in the Coahoma Community Center.

• Big Spring Rotary Club meets at noon in the 
Howard College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane.

• Community Luncheon sponsored by the Big 
Spring Area Chamber of Commerce begins at 11:45 
a.m. in the East Room of the Dorothy Garrett 
Coliseum.

• A Stitchin’ Time Club meets at 3:30 p.m. at 
Primitive Baptist Church, 201E. 24th St. Everyone is 
invited to learn and share sewing skills, and portable 
sewing machines are welcome. Call Kay Sikes at 394- 
4835 for more information.

• Coahoma Lions Club pancake supper is set for 5 
p.m. until 7:30 p.m. in the Coahoma Elementary cafe­
torium.

• VFW Post 2013 meets at 7 p.m. in the VFW Hall, 
500 Driver Road.

• Sheriffs Posse meets at 7 p.m. in the clubhouse 
on the Andrews Highway.

• Alzheimer’s Association, the Greater West Texas 
Chapter meets at 2 p.m. in the Howard County 
Library conference room, 500 S. Main.

• Gospel Singing in the Kentwood Activity Center 
at 7 p.m. with special guest singers from Midland 
and Colorado City. Everyone is welcome.

• Concerned Citizens for Big Spring meets at 7 p.m. 
in the meeting room of the Howard County Library, 
500 S: Main.

• Big Spring Chapter 67, 0.irfle,r of the East^ja /Star, 
meets at 7:30 p.m. in the Masonic Lodge, 219 Main St.

WEDNESDAY
• Optimist Club meets at 7 a.m. in the Howard 

College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane.
• Senior Circle meets at 11 a.m. in the Scenic 

Mountain Medical Center classroom for Stretch and 
Tone. Call 268-4721.

• Downtown Lions Club meets at noon at the 
Howard College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane.

• Line dancing begins at 1 p.m. at the Spring City 
Senior Citizen’s Center in the Industrial Park. Call 
267-6966 or 267-1628.

• Duplicate Bridge Club meets at 1 p.m. in the Big 
Spring Country Club.

• Fraternal Order of Eagles Aerie meets at 7 p.m. in 
the Eagles Lodge at 703 W. Third.

• Nancy Castelle in concert at 7 p.m. in the Dora 
Roberts Community Center. The event is free and 
open to the public.

THURSDAY
• Gideon International Big Spring Camp U42060 

meets at 7 a.m. in Herman’s Restaurant.
• Coffee Club meets at 10 a.m. in Gale’s Sweet 

Shoppe. ,
• Kiwanis Club meets at noon in the Howard 

College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane. Call 267- 
6479.

• Genealogy Society of Big Spring meets at 7 p.m. 
in the Howard County Library, 500 S. Main.

• Masonic Lodge No. 598 meets at 7:30 p.m. at 2101 
Lancaster.

FRIDAY
• Signal Mountain Quilting Guild meets from 9 

a.m. until about 3 p.m. at 1019 Nolan St. Members 
bring their own lunch. Call 267-1037 or 267-7281 for 
more information.
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Districts want state to direct more money toward facilities
By U 2 AUSTIN_________
Associated Press Writer

EL PASO -  Children at 
Del Norte Heights 
Elementary School wear 
heavy jackets to class in 
the winter because the 
heating system frequently 
fails. They complain of 
heat-related headaches in 
spring and fall because 
the air conditioning 
breaks down.

Cockroaches and mold 
are a problem at Parkland 
Elementary because 
annual floods have kept 
the hallways damp for 
years.

Falling ceiling tiles and 
overloaded electrical sys­
tems at other schools in 
the ’ Ysleta Independent 
School District create 
safety concerns. All told, 
the district says it faces a 
$550 million bill to replace 
11 of the most dilapidated 
schools and conduct 
major repairs on many of 
its 50 others.

Ysleta and other Texas 
districts say they're pay­
ing the price for putting 
off maintenance so more 
monejr could be devoted 
to preparing for the state's 
increasingly difficult 
standardized tests.

Now the districts are 
asking for help. As law­
makers revamp Texas' $30 
billion school finance sys­
tem, public education 
advocates want them to 
devote more money to 
helping poor districts 
build and repair schools.

"I think the simple ques­
tion is, 'Would they have 
their kids come to our 
schools? Would they toler­
ate their kids having to 
bring thick jackets to 
study math?'" said Fred 
Gatewood, Ysleta's execu­
tive director of facilities.

A 1998 survey of 614 of 
Texas' 1,037 districts con­
ducted by the State 
Comptroller's office found 
$9.1 billion in pressing

needs for repair, renova­
tion and new schools.

Two years later, the 
National Education 
Agency pegged Texas' 
school repair and con­
struction needs at $13.7 
billion.

The Legislature created 
a program in 1997 to help 
poor districts finance 
expensive construction 
projects. Districts that 
pass construction bonds 
can apply for grants to 
help pay off their debt.

But each year, districts 
have asked for $25 million 
to $50 million more than 
the $50 million per fiscal 
year the state has allocat­
ed to the program, said 
Joe Wisnoski, an assis­
tant state education com­
missioner.

Lawmakers provided no 
new funding for the 2003- 
04 school year, and only 
$20 million was available 
this year. As a result, 
only 16 of more than 300

districts that applied for 
aid received money under 
a process that awards 
money to the poorest dis­
tricts first.
I "They've shown that 
they're willing to tax 
themselves at a fairly 
high level to have facili­
ties ... that are much 
needed for growth, and 
the state system let them 
down," said Wayne 
Pierce, executive director 
of the Austin-based 
Equity Center, which 
advocates for poor dis­
tricts.

State District Judge 
John Dietz chided the 
state for underfunding 
the program this fall 
when he declared the 
school finance system 
unconstitutional.

The ruling came after 
poor and rich school dis­
tricts sued the state argu­
ing that Texas doesn't 
provide enough money to 
ensure all students an

adequate education.
Poor districts, Dietz 

said, "lack all the facili­
ties essential to providing 
students a learning envi­
ronment in which to 
attain a general diffusion 
of knowledge."

But Jason Moore, a 
masonry contractor from 
Midland who frequently 
works on school build­
ings, said districts could 
build more schools if they 
cut down on unnecessary 
and costly extras — such 
as imported specialty 
materials or ornate brick 
designs.

For example, Moore 
said one district directed 
him to use glazed bricks 
that cost about $30 each, 
when he could have pur­
chased plain ones for 
about $1 apiece.

"We could build every 
school in Texas out of the 
(gold) bars of Fort Knox 
and those kids aren't 
going to come out one IQ

point smarter," Moore 
said.

Poor schodl building. 
conditions can be harmful 
to student achievement, 
according to Virginia 
Tech University professor 
Glen Earthman.

In his testimony before 
Dietz, EartHman cited 
several studies showing 
students in modern build­
ings score higher on 
exams than students in 
older ones. One study 
found that any tempera­
ture over 74 degrees 
harms math and science 
scores. .

"There's a formidable" 
body of research that 
shows, no doubt, the con­
ditions of a building influ­
ence the achievements of 
youngsters," he said.

Ysleta officials won 
voter approval of a $250 
million bond a year ago. 
They plan to tackle the 
most serious safety prob­
lems first.

High court to consider when claims belong in federal court
By HOPE YEN__________
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON -  The 
Supreme Court said today 
it will use a renters' law­
suit claiming personal 
injury from toxic mold in 
apartments to clarify 
when plaintiffs can sue in 
federal or state court.

The question is a hot

SHOW
Continued from Page lA

p.m. on Saturday and 10 
a.m. until 5 p.m. on 
Sunday.

“You take just an ordi­
nary rock and you slab 
it,” she explained. "Then 
you put it into jewelry. 
That’s just one of the 
processes people will get 
to see at the show. We’ll 
also'have another gentle­
man there doing wire 
wrapping, and if you pick 
out a stone or gem, he’ll 
mount it into a ring or 
necklace while you’re

political topic, since con­
sumers often pursue 
claims in state courts, 
where large payouts in 
class-action lawsuits tend 
to be made. Earlier this 
month. President Bush 
signed legislation aimed 
at steering big-money 
lawsuits to federal courts.

Under federal rules, a 
defendant has a right to

there at the show. None of 
it is soldered. It’s all 
wrapped with the gold 
wire.”

Lamb said another 
attraction scheduled for 
the show will be a special 
bead-making process that 
involves both metal and 
glass.

“We’ll also having some­
one there making 
Venetian beads, which is 
glass that’s melted over a 
copper center,” she said. 
“One the biggest attrac­
tions, however, is always 
the faceting demonstra­
tions. That’s where they 
take gems like diamonds 
and cut the facets into

"remove" a case from state 
to federal court when the 
two parties are citizens of 
different states and the 
claimed damages exceed 
$75,000.

While the case 4n ques­
tion does not involve a 
class-action lawsuit, it 
would clarify what deter­
mines a corporation's "cit­
izenship" in both individ-

them.”
Shoppers will get the 

chance to sate their rock 
and gem appetites as well, 
thanks to a number of 
vendors from Texas and 
abroad.

“We have vendors com­
ing from all over the 
state, and a few from out 
of state,” , said Lamb. 
“When you come in the 
front door we’ll have a 
desk set| qp so we can give 

Ahat comes in a 
ticket for a door prize. 
We’ll be having a door 
prize drawing every hour. 
There will also be tickets 
to vote for what you think 
is the best the best dis-

ECONOMY
Continued from Page lA

consumer spending rose 
by 3.8 percent, helping to 
push overall economic 
growth up by 4.4 percent 
last year.

Economists are looking 
for both overall economic 
growth and consumer 
spending to slow a bit this 
year as continued interest

TRIAL
Continued from Page lA  

didates.
Scarborough said TRM- 

PAC spent corporate 
donated money on over­
head that was not for the 
benefit of a candidate. He 
said there is no evidence 
that the money was donat­
ed as a campaign contri­
bution and maintains 
those donations were not 
required by law to be 
reported.

Among the witnesses

rate increases from the 
Federal Reserve dampen 
consumer demand. The 
Fed hiked interest rates 
for a sixth time in early 
February and a seventh 
quarter-point increase is 
expected when Fed policy­
makers next meet on 
March 22.

The report on new home 
sales showed weakness in 
every part of the country 
except the West, where

subpoenaed to testify are 
Republican House
Speaker Tom Craddick,, 
who was swept to power 
by the GOP majority, and 
Bill Hammond, president 
of the Texas Association 
of Business, the state’s 
largest business lobby. 
Neither is a defendant in 
the lawsuit.

Craddick is not expected 
to appear in court him­
self. Lawyers in the case 
worked out a "stipulation" 
document in which 
Craddick agreed that 
$152,000 in campaign

SPOHERS
Continued from Page lA

possible tornadoes.” 
Chamness said the

course isn’t just for 
weather or storm buffs.

“There’s no charge for 
the classes and the public 
is definitely welcome to 
attend,” said Chamness. 
“Those who s i^  up for 
the class will receive a 
cert ifi rate from the
National Weather
Servic'v a id if you’re in 
law enforcement or emer­
gency services, you can 
get credit for it. But it’s 
excellent training for any­
one to have.”

The class will be taught

by Pat Vespers, meteorol­
ogist for the National 
Weather Service office for 
Midland-Odessa.

Similar classes are slat­
ed for Colorado City on 
March 14 from 7 p.m. 
until 9 p.m. at the 
Colorado City Civic 
Center, and March 17 at

Do you think 
Fifty  is N ifty?

Ask S u s a n  W illia m s  
d  W al-M art on M onday.

Love Yaf
Dad, Mom Oc A ll The Family

ual and class-action suits 
when a company has sub­
sidiaries in multiple 
states.

At issue is whether 
Virginia renters
Christophe and Juanita 
Roche can sue their land­
lord, Lincoln Property 
Co., in Virginia state 
court over exposure to 
toxic mold in their apart-

sales rose by 5.6 percent 
to an annual rate of 
336,000 units.

The biggest decline was 
a record 40.3 percent 
plunge in the Midwest 
where sales dropped to an 
annual rate of 145,000 
units. .Sales fell 17.1 per­
cent in the Northeast to 
an annual rate of 63,000 
units and were down 3.3 
percent in the South to a 
rate of 560,000 units.

play case.”
Lamb said the most 

sought after door prize 
during the event howev­
er, is the blue topaz.

“We’ll have a blue topaz 
cut into the Star of Big 
Spring,” said Lamb. 
“ 'That’s'always been a 
huge draw. We’ve been 
doing the same cut for 
several years because of 
that.”

A fjd , while door prizes

stones for sale is a major 
draw for the show each 
year. Lamb said she 
hopes are residents that 
have been bitten by the 
rock bug will use it as an

The drop in new home 
sales was accompanied by 
a fall in prices. The medi­
an new home price was 
$199,400 in January, down 
13.2 percent from a medi­
an sales price of $229,700 
in December. It was the 
lowest new home price 
since a median of $196,000 
in December 2003.

For January, consumer 
spending was held back 
by a big drop in demand

ment. The Texas-based 
company has a subsidiary 
in Virginia.

The Richmond-based 
4th U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals ruled the suit 
was permitted, on 
grounds Lincoln was a 
"citizen" of Virginia 
because its subsidiary 
conducted business in the 
state and thus had signifi-

opportunity to learn 
about her club and what 
they do.

“ It’s a hobby, but it’s 
also an ongoing process,” 
she said with a smile. 
“You learn something 
new everyday, not only 
from other club members, 
but also when you go to a 
sliow or you pick up the 
rock and gem magazine. 
It’s a learning process, 
and most rpcWhounds like 
to share their knowledge 
with other people.

“My favorite part of the 
club is the collecting and 
the mystery of it. Sawing 
a rock in half and seeing 
what’s inside is quite an

cant ties there.
Lincoln's appeal is sup­

ported by an array of 
business groups, from the 
International Council of 
Shopping Centers and the 
National Association of 
Homebuilders, who argue 
that the 4th Circuit's rul­
ing would unfairly expose 
them to litigation in state 
court.

experience, because you 
can’t tell what a rock 
looks like just by the out­
side of it. It’s fascinating 
to see how pretty it is on 
the inside sometimes. On 
the other hand, some­
times it’s nothing, but 
you just never know. You 
kick a rock, or throw it, 
and you never really' 
think about what kind of 
beauty might be inside of 
it.”

• • ••* t
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Contact Staff Writer 
Thomas Jenkins at 263- 
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail 
at citydesk@bigspringher- 
ald.com

for durable goods such as 
cars. It was the weakest 
showing since a 0.3 per­
cent decline in June of 
last year.

After taking account of 
inflation, consumer 
spending actually fell by 
0.2 percent in January.

Disposable, or after-tax 
incomes, fell by 2.6 per­
cent last month after hav­
ing shot up by 4.1 percent 
in December, changes

that were also influenced 
by the Microsoft stock 
dividend payment.

The drop in disposable 
-incomes pushed the sav­
ings rate down to 1 per­
cent in January. Savings 
had jumped to 3j6 percent 
of disposable income in 
December, bolstered by 
the dividend payment, 
after having been at 0.5 
percent for three straight 
months before that.

donation checks were 
sent to his Midland office 
in October 2002 and later 
redistributed by staff 
members to candidates. 
He also agreed that cer­
tain documents related to 
the case no longer exist, 
said his attorney, Roy 
Minton.

Craddick was in South 
Bend, Ind., when the 
money arrived at his 
office, Minton said.

Last week, before it was 
clear whether Craddick 
would appear in court, he 
said he wasn't worried

the Forest Park 
Community Center in 
Lamesa, also from 7 p.m, 
until 9 p.m.

Contact Staff Writer 
Thomas Jenkins at 263- 
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail 
at citydesk@bigspringher- 
ald.com

about any line of ques­
tioning.

"I'm fine," Craddick 
said. "They subpoenaed 
our records and what we 
had, and we didn't have 
anything they wanted. So 
we've already turned over 
everything we had to 
them."

Hammond, the Texas

Association of Business 
president, is expected to 
be asked about how his 
group assisted Texans for 
a Republican Majority in 
2002. Hammond once 
boasted that his group 
had spent $1.9 million to 
support Republican candi­
dates in 2002 legislative 
campaigns.

MYERS & SMITH
FU N E R A L  HOM E 

& C H A P E L
24th & Johnson 267-8288

Louise Curry, 80, died 
Sunday. Services are 
pending at Myers & 
Smith Funeral Home.
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O u r  V i e w s

Bush’s proposed 
power grab goes 
against tradition

The nation's first president, George 
Washington, led the Federalist Party, which 
favored a central government strong enough to 
wring national unity from the postrevolution 
chaos and stabilize the new nation's finances. 
Today, the term federalism implies lim ited feder­
al governm ent, w ith  most matters outside 
defense, foreign policy and interstate commerce 
reserved to the states.

Today, President Bush is savoring the passage 
o f a b ill that takes most multim illion-dollar class- 
action suits away from state courts and gives 
them to the federal judiciary. Bush said the bill 
was needed to protect businesses from frivolous 
suits and keep lawyers from cashing in while 
their clients get next to nothing. The bill also 
takes long-held powers from states and gives 
them to federal judges with little federal con­
sumer protection law to rule by. The suits that 
aren't thrown out w ill still be decided by state 
law, but by overworked judges unfam iliar with 
it.

Bush's federal power grab doesn't stop there. He 
wants to federalize asbestos litigation and med- 

■4cal'^malpractice suits. Two years ago, the Texas 
Legislature sharply lim ited malpractice damages 
for pain, suffering and loss o f life's ordinary plea­
sures, and voters ratified it by approving a con­
stitutional amendment. This year the Legislature 
w ill consider a b ill to reform asbestos litigation. 
I f  Bush prevails, federal law w ill not only pre­
empt the reforms Texans adopt, but also force 
changes on states whose residents might not 
want them.

Under the federalist concept, long championed 
by many conservatives and libertarians, the 
states are meant to be 50 laboratories for good 
government, some being better than others, pre­
venting all from being uniform ly bad. Presidi'iit 
Bush's push to make the entire nation protective 
o f deep-pocketed big business goes against the 
principles o f lim ited federal government that 
Ronald Reagan embraced.

Times, parties and presidents change.

T h e  C h r o n i c l e  

H o u s t o n

H o w  T o  C o n t a c t  U s

The Herald is always interested in our readers’ opin­
ions.

In order that we might better serve your needs, we 
offer several ways in which you may contact us:

• In person at 710 Scurry St.
• By telephone at 263-7331
• By fax at 264-7205
• By e-mail Managing Editor John A. Moseley at 
editor@bigspringherald.com or News Editor

McClellan at newsdesk@crcom.net.
• By mail at P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721

Bill

L e t t e r  p o l i c i e s

Simon says: No 3-D come back

The Herald welcomes letters to the editor.
• Limit your letters to no more than 300 words.
• Sign your letter. »
• Provide a daytime telephone number, as well as a 

street address for verification purposes.
• We reserve the right to edit fbr style and clarity.
• We reserve the right to limit publication to one letter 

per 30-day period per author.
• Letters that are unsigned or do not include a tele­

phone number or address will not be considered.
• Letters should be submitted to Editor, Big Spring 

Herald, P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721. They can 
also be e-mailed to editor@bigspringherald.com

M  s a general rule of thumb, 
the ugliest building on 
any college campus the 

J L  J ill School of Design.
Cali me a pessimist, but I really 

don’t think 3-D is' 
going to make a 
comeback.

How come it’s 
always the friendliest 
cab drivers who 
screw you the worst?

As a portrait pho­
tographer recently 
told me, “Good pho- . 
tographs aren’t 
taken, they are 
given.”

Do you know any­
one who actually ____________
watches arena foot- 
ball?

A waiter should not make you 
feel guilty for ordering tap water 
instead of bottled water.

Donald Rumsfeld says he tried to 
resign two times? You know what 
they say: Third time’s the charm!

Even though you think you are 
familiar with a city, you should 
consider one of those narrated bus 
tours.

R o g e r

S im o n

If you actually trust the direc­

tions on MapQuest, you are more 
lost than you know.

Why do they sexually segregate 
the Oscars? Why do they put 
actors and actresses in separate 
categories?

I cannot remember the last time 
— or even the last year — I dealt 
with a bank teller.

There is a tendency to forget 
how talented Buddy Holly really 
was.

There are a number of 
Democratic consultants who 
believe that no matter what he 
says, Howard Dean will run for 
president in 2008. “He will arrange 
an Internet ‘draft,’” one told me. 
“You just watch.”

Anyone who says, “I ’m just play­
ing Devil’s advocate,” is actually 
saying, “ I really believe this, but I 
don’t have the guts to say so.”

On July 1, San Francisco will 
ban smoking in parks, town 
squares, public gardens, beaches, 
etc. There are two reasons: One, 
nobody should have to breathe 
second-hand smoke, indoors or 
out. And, two, smokers are evil 
and should be punished.

Penguins are hilarious.
Does anyone still use shoe trees?

And why are they called that?
Cherry Vanilla Dr. Pepper? Let 

me guess: The idea is to get it to 
taste like anything other than Dr. 
Pepper.

>^en yoti think back on it, 
almost all the exercises we did in 
high school gym class were bad 
for us.

There is nothing static about sta­
tic electricity.

No, it’s not your imagination: 
Restaurants are getting noisier 
and noisier.

How could anybody possibly 
know that every snowflake is dif­
ferent? Is somebody keeping 
track? And where do they keep 
them all?

People who use made-up swear 
words like, “Oh, sugar!” are just 
kidding themselves.

Science has never really 
answered the question: Are oys­
ters alive when you eat them?

To find out more about Roger 
Simon, and read features by other 
Creators Syndicate writers and car­
toonists, visit the Creators 
Syndicate web page at www.cre- 
ators.com.

® 2005 CREATORS SYNDICATE, 
INC.
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Saving indignation where needed
I have been observing the flap- 

pette over the sexist remarks of 
Harvard’s president, Larry 
Summers, with some amusement. 
Initially, it was hard to sort out 
whether we had a case of an edu­
cator trying to provoke an inter­
esting discussion, or one of those 
hoo-hahs where polit- ■ 
ical correctness runs 
amok, or just another 
dimwitted sexist 
being ignorant. Turns 
out to be all three.

I would worry more 
about this I so 
enjoy being part of 
our national intellec­
tual discourse — 
except the Tejfas leg­
islature is in session 
again, so I have to

Molly

Ivins

keep my indignation dry for the 
real thing. It is a source of con­
stant wonder to me that the Lege, 
bad as I have known it to be all 
these years, is yet capable of 
becoming eternally worse. Among 
the nasty horrors awaiting us is 
H.B. 1212, mandating parental con­
sent for the performance of an 
abortion.

We already have a parental noti­
fication requirement in Texas, so 
how much different can consent 
be? Of course you don’t want your 
underage daughter getting an 
abortion without your knowledge, 
what parent would?

But there are those occasional 
horrible exceptions, which is why 
the judicial bypass exists. If a 
minor can go before a court and 
prove she either cannot or clearly 
should not notify her parents, a 
judge can grant her exemption 
from the requirement. The system 
barely works now, and the new 
bill would make it all but impossi­
ble for most girhs by limiting 
venue to the girls’ county of resi­
dence and those neighboring it, 
and other changes. There are 254

counties in Texas, and as surveys 
have shown, most of the county 
clerks don’t even know there is 
such a procedure, much less how 
to file one ( ’’Honey, I have no 
idea,” is the classic response). The 
problems of small town application 
should be apparent to all.

Please believe that you do not 
know what “dysfunctional family” 
means until you have studied 
applications for judicial bypass. 
These cases are from the hies of 
Jane’s Due Process, a Texas orga­
nization that provides lawyers for 
pregnant minors seeking a bypass.

Social worker for a 13-year-old: 
“She ran away from her foster 
home and was gone for eight 
weeks. Now she’s in an emergency 
shelter and is pregnant. Her moth­
er is deceased. Her father raped 
her when she was 8 years old and 
is still in prison for it. I knew her 
when she had to testify against 
him. I don’t know if I can con­
vince her to go back to court, but 
she definitely wants an abortion.”

Boyfriend of a 15-year-old: “She 
can’t report anything to the police 
about what her stepfather does to 
the family. He works for the 
department. And this is a very 
small town. The family seems to 
li^e in fear of him.”

“My older sister got pregnant 
when she was 17. My mother 
pushed her against the wall, 
slapped her across the face and 
then grabbed her by the hair, 
pulled her through the living 
room, out the front door and 
threw her off the porch. We don’t 
know where she is now.” — preg­
nant 16-year-old.

“My little sister was raped. Our 
parents are somewhere in Mexico, 
but I don’t know if  I can find 
them.” — older sister.

Grandmother of a 15-year-old: 
"She Just told us that she was 
raped. We had no idea that she 
was pregnant. Her mother is dead.

and her father is being transferred 
to (another prison). Is there any 
way we can get this done?”

Seventeen-year-old: “ I called my 
older sister to see if she knew 
where my mother was. She hasn’t 
heard from her in over six 
months. I ’ve never known my 
father. So I went to the courthouse 
to file my application (for judicial 
bypass), and the judge came out of 
his office and told me that he 
would give me a hearing but that 
he didn’t believe in abortion and 
that he would never give me the 
OK to have one. And he knows 
me. He knows my family. He 
already knows I ’m raising a 5- 
month-old.”

“My mother’s boyfriend used to 
hit her and sometimes I would try 
to stop him, but then he’d start 
hitting me. I left home to live with 
my boyfriend when I found out I 
was pregnant the first time. My 
mother wouldn’t let me have an 
abortion, so I knew a baby would 
be safer living away from her and 
her boyfriend. But my boyfriend 
started hitting me as soon as I 
moved in. So I got my own place, 
a car and two jobs. I ’m pregnant 
again, but I can’t tell my mom 
because she would stop me from 
getting an abortion.” — 17-year-old 
high school graduate, mother of a 
2-year-old daughter, father 
deceased.

I spare you the incest cases, 
except to note that it is much 
more common than any of us 
would like to believe and not lim­
ited to any economic class.

Yeah, it’s really terrible what the 
president of Harvard said.

To find out more about Molly 
Ivins and read features by other 
Creators Syndicate writers and car­
toonists, visit the Creators 
Syndicate web page at www.cre- 
ators.com.
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After five decades, iron iung remains her life and breath
MAJESKI

KnighrRidder Newspapers
ST. PAUL. Minn. -  

Marilyn Rogers was des­
tined to dance. The girl 
with reddish-blond curls 
used her muscular legs 
and gift for graceful 
moves to dance her way 
into winning a scholar­
ship from the MacPhail 
music school. i

But at 9 years old, the 
child who couldn’t sit still 
for more than a few sec­
onds developed the early 
symptoms of polio, the 
notorious paralyzing dis­
ease that was sweeping 
the nation in the late 
1940s. Within three days, 
Rogers was encased in. an 
iron lung in Minneapolis 
General Hospital, unable 
to breathe or move a mus­
cle below her chin.

Today, more than 55 
years later, the girl who 
dreamed of dancing lies 
motionless on her back in 
what experts believe is 
the last traditional iron 
lung in Minnesota and 
one of fewer than 40 in 
the country. She has slept 
nearly every night in the 
machine since she was 9 
and has lived in it day 
and night for about the 
past 10 years.

Marilyn cannot live out­
side the iron lung, and 
although there are mod­
ern alternatives, she has 
been reluctant to try them 
because she is so emo­
tionally and physically 
dependent on the anti­
quated machine.

This year marks the 
50tli anniversary of the 
introduction of the polio 
vaccine, which has all but 
eliminated the disease in 
the United States and in 
many other parts of the 
world. But Marilyn and 
her iron lung are icons of 
one of the most frighten­
ing times in America’s 
public health system.

In the post-World War H 
era, polio was every par­
ent’s nightmare. Unsure 
of its cause, they tried to 
protect their children by 
keeping them out of 
school and off play­
grounds. By the time 
health officials finally 
gained the upper hand in 
the mid-1950s, the virus 
had afflicted about 1.6 
million people in the 
United States and more 
than 27,000 in Minnesota.

Now 64, Marilyn lives in 
a cluttered, weathered old 
house in the upscale Lake 
o f the lsl§s area of 
Minneapolis, where nine 
people take turns caring 
for her around the clock. 
She battles depression 
and worries that the com­
pany that maintains the 
ancient iron lung will 
stop servicing it, and she 
won’t be able to replace 
failing parts that no 
longer are manufactured.

Despite these Herculean 
challenges, Marilyn pos­
sesses a wry sense of 
humor and rarely com­
plains. She graduated 

■from high school with 
honors, attended
Augsburg College, and 
helped enact the state’s 
first legislation for people 
with disabilities.

She nearly married, but 
turned down her suitor.

Marilyn’s 70-pound body 
lies motionless on a foam 
cushion held by a metal 
tray that rests inside her 
iron lung, which uses 
negative air pressure to 
expand patients’ chests, 
allowing them to breathe 
naturally through their 
mouths and noses. Her 
head — her only visible 
body part — rests on a 
small folded pillow sup­
ported by a steel shelf.

Her world consists of 
what she can see through 
a large rectangular mir­
ror mounted on a 45- 
degree angle above her 
head.

The iron lung sits in a 
first-floor room that once 
was the library of the 
house inherited by her

KRT photo/J«an PIm I, St. Paul PkMiaor Ptom

Much of Marilyn Rogers' world consists of what she can see through a 
large rectangular myror mounted above her head.

stepbrother, who does not 
live there. Persqnal care 
attendants sleep on a 
small bed nearby to moni­
tor her through the night.

Corked walls are plas­
tered with assorted 
mementos. Spare batter­
ies, battery chargers, ven­
tilators, a wheelchair and 
other medical equipment 
are interspersed with 
household items stacked 
along the wails. Her 
health care is paid for by 
Medicare, Medicaid and 
the March of Dimes.

To prevent dehydration, 
Marilyn drinks water or 
milk through a flexible 
plastic straw inserted into 
a small glass resting next 
to tlie right side of her 
face. She uses her tongue 
an<i lips to manev^ve 
straw into her mo'y.-̂ -̂  ̂
whenever she^wahts a sipV ‘

She talks in short sen­
tences that orily can be 
uttered when the machine 
is forcing air out of her 
lungs.

She spends the day run­
ning the household from 
her iron lung, chatting 
with her personal care 
attendants and watching 
some TV. Her attendants 
keep her up to date on 
current events by reading 
to her from the newspa­
per.

To help battle depres­
sion, she takes Prozac. “ It 
helps sometimes,” she 
says with a smile.

Her iron lung was built 
decades ago by the J. H. 
Emerson Co. of 
Cambridge, Mass. It con­
sists of a large, steel cylin­
der that resembles a mini­
submarine.

A small electric motor 
underneath powers a 
drive belt connected to a 
gearbox similar to those 
found on 1938 Chevrolets. 
The gearbox forces a 
large, leather bellows at 
the far end of the cylinder 
to pump in and out 10 
times a minute.

Marilyn has ventilators 
that use positive pressure 
to force air into the lungs 
through a tracheotomy 
tube, but she uses them 
only on a temporary basis 
because they force bacte­
ria growing in her tra­
cheotomy tube into her
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denly, the par­
alyzing disease 
caused' by an 
orally trans­
mitted virus 
triggered a 
s e v e r e  
headache, then 
muscle pain.

It peaked in 
1952, when 
polio struck 
53,000 people 
in the United 
States, said 
Larry Kohout 
of Edina, a 
spokesman for 
the Post Polio 
A w a r e n e s s  
and Support 
Society.

The disease 
caused every­
thing from 
t e m p o r a r y  
paralysis in 
one limb to 
total paralysis 
and death. 
Newspapers  
during that era 
often pub­
lished photos 
of iron lungs 
lined up in 
long rows, 

with the head of a smiling 
youngster protruding 
from each machine.

Hope for an effective 
treatment began to moUnt 
in the early 1950s when 
Dr. Jonas Salk announced 
the development of a vac­
cine. When field tests con­
ducted in 1954 confirmed 
its effectiveness, euphoric 
Americans rang, church 
bells, sounded fire sirens, 
shouted, clapped and 
sang. .Widespread vacci­
nations began the follow­
ing year.

To this day, Marilyn 
does not know how she 
contracted the disease. 
But in August 1949, she 
developed a serious 
headache and an exami- 

frson iron lungs '<;t),y "'naflOn of her spinal fluid 
in the naU ^."^ '^t'?^bott Hospital in 

Mfftftfe'apoBS'*‘'*^ttmfirmed 
the worst.

“The doctor told me I 
had the highest cell count 
he ever saw,” she said.

Marilyn, who could still 
walk at the time, was 
transferred to
Minneapolis General 
Hospital because it had a 
polio ward. A doctor there 
performed some muscle 
tests and she remembers 
dancing with another 
patient. It was the last 
time she ever danced.

Two days later, she was 
moved into an iron lung 
and told to relax. 
Although the machine is 
confining, she never felt 
claustrophobic, she said.

Six months later, infec­
tious meningitis was dis­
covered on the floor and 
80 patients, including 
Marilyn, were moved to

lungs, increasing her risk 
of developing a life-threat­
ening infection.

“The lung is her life,” 
said Kris Lindeman, one 
of her personal care atten­
dants. “ If she doesn’t have 
the lung, she’s dead.”

That’s why Marilyn 
became upset in 
September 2003 when 
Respironics, the
Pennsylvania company 
that maintains her iron 
lung, informed her that it 
was running out of spare 
parts and could not ser­
vice the machine after 
March 1,2004. A company 
letter advised her to look 
for an alternative.

According to Amy 
Nesbitt, a spokeswoman 
for Respironics, only 37

ere are other ihoders in 
service, but most have 
more modern designs and 
are found primarily in 
health care facilities.

“We are not the original 
manufacturer,” Nesbjtt 
said. “We don’t have the 
mechanical drawings, 
and we can’t produce new 
parts.”

The company is encour­
aging the few remaining 
iron lung-dependent 
patients to switch to other 
breathing devices, Nesbitt 
said, including a smaller, 
computerized, fiberglass 
version of the iron lung 
balled a Port-A-Lung. A 
computer automatically 
adjusts vacuum pressures 
and cycle times to main­
tain optimum oxygen lev­
els as needed when the 
patient is awake and 
asleep, in contrast to the 
iron lung, which requires 
manual adjustments.

However, Marilyn is 
reluctant to make the 
transition.

Even though the 
Emerson lungs are archa­
ic, cumbersome and 
noisy, they are built like 
old farm tractors: sturdy, 
reliable and easy to 
repair.

The polio scourge, 
which swept through the 
nation during the sum­
mers following World 
War II, usually culminat­
ed during the hot weeks 
in August. Striking sud-

BILBREY

the Sister Elizabeth 
Kenny Institute in 
Minneapolis. She was 
there for two years and 
hated every minute of it. 
The treatments were rig­
orous and she sank into a 
deep depression.

Months later, after sur­
viving the acute stage of 
the disease, Marilyn took 
a look at her feet and the 
calluses she had worked 
?o hard to develop as a 
dancer.

To her dismay, they had 
distppeared and her feet 
“ locked like totally use­
less things to me,” she 
said. The discovery inten­
sified her depression.

At the time, patients 
dependent on iron lungs 
could not leave the insti­
tute.

That changed when the 
March of Dimes pur-' 
chased the iron lungs and 
allowed patients to take 
them home. Marilyn, who 
was 12 at the time, 
weighed only 29 pounds.

Once at home and able 
to breathe outside the 
lung during the day, 
Marilyn was anxious to 
renew friendships.

“There wasn’t anything 
there for me,” she said of 
her first reunion meeting 
with her girlfriends. 
“They weren’t anything 
like me. They were like 
little girls, and I wasn’t.”

Going outside was also a 
challenge because people 
would stare at her. She 
was wheelchair-bound 
with medical equipment 
attached to her and the 
chair. But Marilyn went 
out each morning and 
“ tried to adjust to life on 
the outside.”

Although she was not 
pregnant, Marilyn com­
pleted high school by tak­
ing advantage of a new 
state program designed to 
teach pregnant students 
at home because, back 
then, they were prohibit­
ed from attending class.

Marilyn graduated with 
honors and enrolled in 
Augsburg College.
Although she came close 
to graduation, Marilyn 
quit when she grew dis­
couraged. But leaving 
school triggered another 
problem.

“ I got bored out of my 
mind,” she said. To keep 
busy, she spent a lot of 
time with friends. 
Because she only needed 
an iron lung for sleeping, 
Marilyn would often stay 
up all night chatting to 
avoid going back into the 
machine.

In 1970, Marilyn visited 
her brother, John, in San 
Diego for six weeks after 
he arranged to have an 
iron lung brought into his 
home because she needed 
to sleep in it. While there,
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she discovered curb cuts 
and wheelchair ramps, 
innovative features that 
made navigation easier 
for people with disabili­
ties.

“The curb cuts were 
made by individuals, not 
by the city,” said 
Marilyn, who spent her 
days in a motorized 
wheelchair.

When she returned to 
Minneapolis, Marilyn 
teamed up with a friend, 
Audrey Benson, who was 
attempting to organize 
Minnesotans with disabil­
ities.

They eventually formed 
the United Handicap 
Federation and, for 10 
years, pushed lawmakers 
to adopt regulations to 
make Minnesota more 
accessible for people with 
handicaps. One of the 
group’s achievements was 
the Metro Mobility pro­
gram, which provides 
rides to people who use 
wheelchairs.

“Our goal was accessi­
ble mass transit,” Benson 
said. “Marilyn was pretty 
shy, but we did get her to 
go to the Legislature with 
us and she worked on 
committees with us. She 
was very, very smart.”

About 10 years ago, 
Marilyn began suffering 
the affects of post polio 
syndrome, a little under­
stood phenomenon that 
involves a late-onset reoc­
currence of the disease’s 
symptoms. It strikes as 
many as 40 percent of 
polio patients, causing a 
number of problems, 
including increased mus­
cle weakness and breath­
ing difficulties.

Over time, Marilyn lost 
the ability to move her 
arms and to breathe on 
her own. Now when she is 
removed from the iron 
lung — for short periods 
and usually for doctors’ 
visits — she must be 
hooked to a battery-pow­
ered ventilator. But her 
lungs don’t work as effi­
ciently on the ventilator 
as they do in the iron 
lung.

Even though leading 
her house is a logistical 
challenge, Marilyn gets a 
kick out of visiting the 
State Fair. She likes to 
tour the animal barns, 
check out the butter 
sculptures and eat the 
food.

Despite the numerous 
challenges and limita­
tions she’s faced during 
the past 55 years, Marilyn 
says she’s had an interest­
ing and beautiful life.

“ It’s been a helluva life 
and I ’ve done a lot of 
things,” she said. “You 
have to go live your life 
any way you can. I have 
no regrets.”
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Clint Eastwood’s 
‘Million Doiiar Baby’ 
triumphs at Oscars
By DAVID G ER M A IN
AP Movie Writer

LOS ANGELES -  
Backstage at the Academy 
Awards, Clint Eastwood 
contemplated how deserv­
ing he- was to come away 
with his second best-pic­
ture and directing tri­
umph, this time for the 
boxing tale "Million 
Dollar Baby."

"There's a lot of great 
movies that have won the 
Academy Award, and a 
lot of great movies that 
haven’t," said Eastwood, 
whose film also earned 
Hilary Swank her second 
best-actress Oscar and 
Morgan Freeman the sup­
porting-actor prize. 
Humbly^ Eastwood added, 
"You just do the best you 
can."

Othbr acting awards 
Sunday night wont to per­
formers in real-life roles, 
Jamie Foxx as lead actor 
for his uncanny emula­
tion of Ray Charles in 
“Ray" and Cate Blanchett 
for supporting actress as 
Katharine Hepburn, the 
love of Howard Hughes' 
life, in "The Aviator."

Eastwood's 
t r i u m p h  
meant fresh 
heartbreak  
for Martin 
S c o r s e s e ,  
w h o s e 
Hughes ei)ic 
"The Aviator" 
won the most 
awards with 
five but 
failed to 
bring him 
the directing 
Oscar that 
has eluded 
him through­
out his dis- 
U ngu ished  
career.

S c o r s e s e . 
now a five­
time loser, 
matched the 
record of 
Oscar futility 
held by a 
handful of 
1 e g e n d a ry 
film m akers 
such as 
A 1 f r e d 
H i t c h c o c k  
and Robert 
Altman, who 
also went 0- 
for-5 in the 
directing cat­
egory.

Eastwood, 
who directed a segment of 
Scorsese's music-docu­
mentary TV series "The 
Blues," had kind words 
for his rival backstage.

"1 was kind of a little 
disappointed when they 
started building a compe­
tition between Marty and 
me," Eastwood said. "1 
have the greatest respect 
for him and all the films 
he's (lone over the years."

Blanchett echoed
Eastwood's praise.

"Certainly, working 
with Martin Scorsese was 
an absolute minute-by- 
minute education without 
him ever being grandiose 
about it," Blanchett said.

The wins by Freeman 
and Foxx followed Denzel 
Washington and Halle 
Berry’s triumph three 
years ago for "Training 
Day" and "Monster's Ball," 
the only other time blacks 
took two acting Oscars.

"In our music, in our 
everyday life, there are so 
many negative things," 
said Foxx, who through­
out awards season haS 
praised Washington and 
Berry as ambassadors for 
black actors. "Why not 
have something jwsitive

Oscar winners
Picture: "Million Dollar Baby." 
Actor: Jamie Foxx, "Ray." 
Actress: Hilary Swank, "Million 
Dollar Baby."
Supporting Actor: Morgan 
Freeman, "Million Doiiar Baby." 
Supporting Actress: Cate 
Blanchett, "The Aviator.” 
Director: Clint Eastwood, 
"Million Dollar Baby."
Adapted Screenplay: Alexander 
Payne and Jim Taylor, 
"Sideways."
Original Screenplay: Charlie 
Kaufman, Michel Gondry and 
Pierre Bismuth, "Eternal 
Sunshine of the Spotless Mind." 
Art Direction :"The Aviator." 
Cinematography: "The Aviator." 
Film .Editing: "The Aviator." 
Visual Effects: "Spider-Man 2." 
Sound Mixing: "Ray."
Sound Editing: "The 
Incredibles.”
Original Score: "Finding 
Neverland."
Original Song: "Al Otro Lado 
Del Rio" from "The Motorcycle 
Diaries."
Costume: "The Aviator." 
Makeup: "Lemony Snicket's A 
Series of Unfortunate Events." 
Foreign Film: "The Sea Inside" 
(Spain).
Animated Feature: "The 
Incredibles."
Animated Short: "Ryan." 
Documentary Feature: "Born 
Into Brothels."
Documentary Short: "Mighty 
Times. The Children's March.” 
Live Action Short: "Wasp."
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and stamp it with black-
hess?"

Producers of Sunday's 
show hoped the presence 
of first-time host Chris 
Rock might boost ratings, 
partichilarly among 
younger viewers who 
may label the Oscars as 
too staid an affair. Rock 
had mocked the Oscars a 
bit beforehand, calling 
awards shows "idiotic," 
but he was on his best 
behavior.

He chided some celebri­
ties by name and included 
one mild three-letter 
word, but his routine was 
fairly clean for the come­
dian known for a foul 
mouth in his standup act.

It was the second 
straight year an Eastwood 
film won two of the four 
acting Oscars, Swank as a 
tenacious fighter who 
rises to champion status 
before her life takes a 
cruel twist. Freeman as a 
worldly wise ex-boxer. ,

Last year, Eastwood's 
dark morality play 
"Mystic River" earned the 
lead-actor prize for Sean 
Penn and the supporting- 

actor award 
for Tim 
Robbins.

Fr e eman,  
w h o  
costarred in 
Eastwood's 
1992 film 
"Unforgiven," 
said he is the 
sort of direc­
tor who gives 
actors the 
freedom to 
cut loose and 
p e r f o r m  
their own 
way. The 
Western was 
Eastwood 's 
first Oscar 
win for best- 
picture and 
director.

"If he hires 
you, he hires 
you because 
he feels like 
you know 
what to do," 
F r e e m a n  
said. "And 
he's very, 
very largely 
out of the 
way. He 
directs the 
picture, you 
do the act­
ing. I love 
that, and I 
think that 

most of the people that he 
works with love that."

Swank once again beat 
out main rival Annette 
Bening, nominated for the 
theater farce "Being 
Julia." Bening had been 
the front-runner for 
"American Beauty" five 
years ago but lost to 
Swank.

With unremarkable 
career results since her 
first win. Swank had been 
in danger of becoming 
one of those actresses 
who fades from view after 
an Oscar success.

"The truth is, after 'Boys 
Don’t Cry,' I realized how 
few and far between the 
great roles are," Swank 
said. "I am beyond thank­
ful for finding 'Million 
Dollar Baby.'"

tlastwood, whose first 
credited screen role came 
in the 1955 Francis the 
Talking Mule flick 
"Francis in the Navy," has 
climbed in the ensuing 
half-century to the ranks 
of Billy Wilder, David 
Lean, Robert Wise and 
Steven Spielberg, other 
filmmakers who have 
won two or more direct­
ing Oscars.

KRT photo/KevIn SuHIvan/Orang* County Raglater
Kate Blanchet, Morgan Freeman, Hilary Swank and Jamie Foxx celebrate their Oscars a t the 77th Annual Academy Awards 
In Hollywood Sunday night.

GOOD NEWS
FOR BIG SPRING

Free Digital Hearing Demonstrations at 
Livingston this Thursday!

202 ScHrry • 207-0270

COME MEET Kay Potter, licensed dispenser. Kay 
specializes in helping people with nerve type hearing 
loss. She will be demonstrating the newest in hear­
ing aid technology THIS THURSDAY.
C a ll to d a y : 4 3 2 -2 6 7 -7 0 ^ 2  o r  toll free 

1 -8 8 8 -6 8 7 -2 9 5 5 .

Kay Poller, BC-HIS
Board Certified, Hearing Instrument 
Sciences

Choose from 
Starkey, Audibel, 

Qualitorie 
and W TX Labs,

A N Y  SIZE - A N Y  STYLE PRESCRIPTION D IG ITA L
Available with 3 year mechanical warranty, 3 year loss 

an<d damage, and 3 year supply of batteries.

Try our tiny, new 100% Digital 
Hearing Aid from STARKEY. 
It's fully automatic and helps 
makes speech clear. ,

New stock Digital Completely- 
In-The-Canal Model

j M I i

4^
.W ■■

ALL HEARING 
AIDS O N  SALE

SAVE
30-50%

HEARING AID 
BATTERIES

SAVE

FREE

FREE
I HEARING AID 
I REPAIRS
I (parts available)

HEARING 
CHECK UP

Appointments are 
limited. Call now.

m /

A u d io lo g y  a n d  
H e a rin g  Aid  

Centers

432-267-7052
1-888-687-2955
211 Johnson St. 
in Big Spring

THIS THURSDAY ONLYI

w w w .lhac.com
Serving Wcsl Texas and the 

Permian Basin since 1953
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Do you have an interesting sports item or 
story idea? Call Troy Hyde at 263-7331, 
Ext. 237. Email results to: 
sports#bigspringherald.com

SPRINGS2 HERALD Page IB
Monday, February 28, 2005

aessiocMi as
takes

\  ^ ' "  aaa, to 
seoend 

rpin 12M5

>n
Inlo in s lr i^

i|Millf̂ efQiti30sts iio ,

$6p.
:€ ja w % u d a  ^  save 
>4l0 I f  registered by 
p in ^ 4 0 ;'.  -

firs t aessipa w ill 
cover ̂ kepei;al :1 n i^

^ioti fiovplving

_ J C .e n y -' 

m t is lin i'

^bwn f^ v e . capT bas^ 
^bail padts, baseball, 
shoes and gy|B sdlipes: 

P or more infdrm a' 
tion, contact thie 
M ickey Owen Bas^t)all 
School at 1-800999-8369,

' • \y..

H op a n tm lii
mtUrnk

The Howa]^ \C o ] l^  
Hawks Wjlll host 
M idland ,1  C o llie  
Thursday f  in  - ‘ the 
Dorothy * G arrett 

I Coliseum.'
Game times are 5:50 

pm for the women an^ 
8 pm for the men.

This is our last home 
bs^ketbali game of the 
seasoj^lmd officials a ia  
push|ij|g fo r a large  
crb̂

l^ M  attem pt'to pack 
the Howard
CdMaearUl be offeiing  
a ^Wjear imd get in  
Free” promotion.

For more inforina- 
tlomv^contaa fiia  oal' 
lege * ay ile tic  . depart'

' - a;

# i;a ;w ii£K C K ' Kan^
^ P >  Wayne Simien 

av jcareecxfaillih ^  
lints and A iro n

Hughey gets top-10 finish at state
• 400 freestyle relay 
team grabs 15th after 
consolation final

By TROY HYDE________ _
Sports Editor 

AUSTIN — Three-time 
state qualifier Jessie^ 
Hughey maintained her 
top-10 status Saturday at 
the UIL State Swimming 
and Diving
Championships in 

Austin.
She Rap­

tured 10th 
overall after 
recording a 
p e r s o n a l  
best time, 
while the 
Steers 400 
f r e e s t y l e  

T h o m a s  relay team of 
Junior Daniel Pike, 
senior Scott Thomas, 
senior Todd Seber and 
sophomore Ryan Hughey 
matched Friday’s 15th 
place preliminary finish 
with an identical placing 
Saturday.

“The effort was stupen­
dous,” said Thomas. 
“There were some techni­
calities about the relay, 
but I don’t have any

See STATE, Page 2B
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HERALD pItoto/Troy Hyde
Big Spring senior Todd Seber takes a breath during his 100  m eter freestyle swim Saturday. Seber —  along w ith team ­
m ates Daniel Pike, Scott Thomas and Ryan Hughey —  competed in the 4 0 0  freestyle relay a t the UIL State Swimming and 
Diving Championships in Austin Friday and Saturday. The Steers relay squad took IS th  overall. The race consists of each 
swimmer going 100  meters.
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Steers linksters 16th 
at Tall City Invitational

■

It '4 "tri

• Steers improve 22 
strokes from Friday, 
stiil finish in 16th
By TROY HYDE_________
S p o rts  Editor

MIDLAND -  The Big 
Spring boy’s golf team 
shot 22 strokes better 
S a t u r d a y  
than the 
squad did 
Friday, but 
the Steers 
still settled 
for 16th 
place as a 
team at the 
Tall City 
Invitational 
in Midland 
weekend.

Midland Lee II won the

T a n n e h il l  

over the

team title with a score of 
587, while Big Spring’s 
district rival Frenship 
came in fourth with a 609. 
Big Spring shot a second, 
round 348 after shooting a 
370 Friday and finished 
with a 718.

Junior Chance Cain led 
all Steers with a second 
round 79. His two day 
total was 157. Senior 
Wesley Parks improved 
his round one total by 14 
strokes Saturday and fin­
ished with a two day total 
of 183. Sophomore Ryan 
Tannehill also got better 
from day one to day two. 
He turned in a 92 
Saturday after shooting a 
96 Friday and finished 
with a 188.

HERALD ptioto/Troy Hyd*
Big Spring senior swimmer Jessica Hughey competes In the 100  meter breastroke during 
consolation final action a t the UIL State Swimming and Diving Championships Saturday at 
the Texas Swimming Center in Austin. Hughey —  a three-tim e state qualirier —  finished 
10th  overall in the breastroke after recording a personal best tim e of 1 :11 .26 .

Big Spring netters compete 
in rain-shortened invitational

By TROY HYDE__________

<n’-

HERALD plwto/Troy Hyd*
Big Spring senior Alex Qarlepy sends over a shot sarlier this 
month at the Big Sprli^ Invite. Qarlepy and Big Spring par­
ticipated In a ralnehortanad toumamant this waakend In 
MhHand. Oarlapy won bar first-round match In thrae sets 6- 
4, M ,  Q-2.

S p o rts  Editor
MIDLAND -  Big 

Spring seniors Nick 
Paredez and Nick Rivera 
reached the finals of the 
boy’s doubles ‘A ’ bracket 
Saturday at the Third 
Annual Tall City Classic 
in Midland, but rain did 
not allow the tournament 
to be finished.

Rain postponed all of 
Friday’s matches, which 
made it difficult to finish 
the tournament Saturday.

Paredez and Rivera 
coasted into the finals. 
They won their quarterfi­
nal match 6 4, 16, 6-1 
before cruising in 
straight sets in the semi­
finals 6-1, 6-2.

The only other doubles 
team to hit the courts 
Saturday was senior 
Jason Vela and sopho­
more Bryan Juan, who 
competed in the ‘B’ 
bracket. They played 
twice and lost both

See TENNIS, Page 2B
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HERALD Elial*/TMy Hy«*
Big Spring Jurtior Chanco Cain tapa In a shot on tha ninth 
graan at Comanche TraH Qolf Course aariiar this month. 
Cain lad Big Spring this waakand at tha Tall CHy 
Invitational aflar shooting a twoeound total of 187.
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regrets.” t U  
Seber agr^s with 

.Thoipas about the team’s 
efiFort.

“The effort was good 
from all four of us, but we 
didn’t have the technique 
we needed to do better,” 
said Seber. “The experi­
ence here was awesome 
though. It gives you the 
feeling you have been a 
part of something big.” 

Jessica Hughey’s final 
swim at Big Spring was 
clocked at a personal best 
1:11.26, beating out her 
previous best of 1:11.80 set 
Friday during the prelim­
inaries.

“She had the career 
swim we wanted her to 
have,” said Big Spring 
first year coach Casey 
Pacheco. “She had good 
finishes, good turns and 
good touches.”

She took second in the 
consolation heat, finish­
ing behind Boerne fresh­
man Caroline Kabbe, who

recorded a 1:10.41. 
However, both Jessica 
Hughey and Kabbe bet­
tered two swimmers. in 
Saturday’s championship 
final.

“Jessica led by example 
and is going out with a 
bang, but I just wish we 
had one more race,” said 
Pacheco.

Dallas Highland Park’s 
Brittany Sacco won the 
100 breastroke for the 
fourth straight year. She 
turned in a time of 1:06.11.

Big Spring’s 400 
freestyle relay squad bet­
tered 16th place Alice 
Saturday, but swam slow­
er than ^ id ay ’s prelimi­
nary time. They finished 
with a 3:36.75 Saturday 
after swimming a 3:35.72 
Friday.

“ It was a good swim,” 
said Pacheco. “The guys 
gave me 100 percent and 1 
can’t ask for anything 
more.”

Texarkana won the 400 
freestyle relay in enter­
taining fashion as they 
edged out Frisco by .61 
seconds. Texarkana’s

S P O B T S Biq S p m n q  H e r a io
Monday, February 28 ,2006

BWIe eurns/victory,
holds of Johrmon

HERAU) pkeloAray Hyd«
Big Spring junior Daniel Pike swims in the 4 0 0  freestyle 
relay a t the UIL S tate Swimming and Diving Championships 
Saturday at the Texas Swimming Center In Austin. Ttie 
relay, which is started by Pike, took 15th overall.

winning time was 3:15.33.
“This group at state 

gives us a good start for 
next season,” said 
Pacheco, who is already 
excited for next season. 
“They gave us the icing 
on the cake.”

Seber thinks the pro­
gram will continue to 
excel under Pacheco.

“Everything is there for 
next year’s team,” said 
Seber. “They need,to get 
the drive and determina­
tion and they will be OK.”

TENNIS
Continued from Page IB

matches in 
They lost 
the first- 
r o u n d  
match 4-6, 
6-4, 3-6
b e f o r e  
falling in a 
c o n s o l a ­
tion match 
6-4, 3-6, 4-6.

B i g

three sets.

S h r o f f

Spring had two players, 
take the courts in sin­
gles action. Senior Alex 
Gariepy won her ‘B’ 
bracket first round 
match over Midland 
High’s Lauryn Wells 6-4, 
3-6, 6-2, while sopho­
more Roshan Shroff lost 
his ‘A ’ bracket match 6- 
2, 6-3.

The Steers will take 
about a month off from 
competition.

Big Spring’s next tour­
nament will take place 
March 24-25 in Lubbock.

HERALD plioto/Troy Hyde
Big Spring sophomore Ryan Hughey swims his portion of 
the 4 0 0  freestyle relay a t the state swim meet in Austin 
Saturday. Hughey, the anchor of the race, and his team ­
m ates took 15th  overall.

Howard College basketball,,
Tonight — (p> South Plajns 

women: 6 jp.m. 
men: 8 p.m.

By MIKE HARRIS .
AP Motprsports Writer 
, FONTANA, CaliL (AP) 

Greg Biffle hH the 
right I conlbinatlon 
Sunday in the firsttest of 
NASCAR’s ne/v Nextel 
Cup aerodynamic rules, 
winning the Auto Club 
500 at California 
Speedway. ^

Biffle, who won the 2004 
season fjnale in 
November, 'ran strong 
throughout the 250-lap 
race on California’s 2- 
mile oval, taking the lead 
for good on lap 228 and 
building a big enough 
advantage >to hold off a 
last-jjitch efforts by run­
ner-up Jimmie Johnson 
in the second race of the 
season.

“I lost all the rear grip 
there with three (laps) to 
go,” Biffle said, grinning. 
“1 just ^ re ly  touched, 
skinned it, two or three 
times there at the end and 
1 was just able to keep it 
under m^.”

Roush Racing had a 
great day, with reigning 
Nextel I ^up champion 
Kurt busch finishing 
third, Carl Edwards fifth 
and Mark Martin sev­
enth. Matt Kenseth also 
ran in the top 10 most of 
the day, but fell off the 
lead lap with a flat tire 
and wound up 26th.

The key came on lap 218 
when Busch, running sec­
ond, and Biffle, in fifth, 
stayed on track while 
most of the other leaders 
pitted during the last of 
seven caution periods. 
Busch, who faked toward 
the pits before, driving 
back onto the track, took 
the lead, with Biffle just 
behind, but Biffle was 
able to drive into the top 
spot seven laps after the 
green flag waved for the

final time.
Johnson was one of sev­

eral drivers who pitted 
for four new tires on the 
last stop and he charged 
back from loth, passing 
Busch on the final lap 
and finishing just 0.230 
seconds — about six car- 
lengths — behind the 
winning Ford Taurus.

“We should have been 
able to win that race,” 
Johnson said. “I got tan­
gled up with some slower- 
cars and it knocked me 
up in the marbles and I 
lost too much ground.”

Jamie McMurray fin­
ished fourth, followed by 
Edwards and Kevin 
Harvick.

This was the first race 
in which the Cup cars ran 
with shortened rear spoil­
ers and softer tires, an 
effort by NASCAR to 
make the racing more 
competitive and allow 
more passing by taking 
away downforce and 
putting more responsibili­
ty in the hands o f the dri­
vers.

It also was the first time 
that the teams have had 
to start the race with 
NASCAR holding the cars 
from the end of qualifying 
Saturday until Sunday 
mdrning and allowing 
only minor adjustments.

Busch moved into the 
series lead by five points 
over Johnson, with 
Martin 39 behind the 
leader.

Joe Nemechek appeared 
to have the strongest car 
for much of the race, lead­
ing a race-high 63 laps 
before his engine blew.

Jeff Gordon, who won 
the race last year was still 
in contention when he 
lost a cylinder late in the 
race. Gordon wound up 
finishing 30th. i

la zze im o u r gameiosing streak
By KRISTIE RIEKEN
Associated Press Writer

HOUSTON (AP) -  Matt 
Harpring, Raja Bell and 
the Utah Jazz are the lat­
est team to bury the 
Houston Rockets in the 
fourth quarter.

Harpring scored 28 
points and Bell added 21 
to lead the Jazz to a 99-92 
win over the Rockets 
Sunday, snapping a four- 
game losing streak.

“We got on a roll on 
offense in the fourth quar­
ter,” said Harpring, who 
had 10 points in the 
fourth. “We had the right 
plays and we executed.”

Houston, which led by 
as many as 10 points in 
the first half, has dropped 
three straight after win­
ning eight in a row. The 
Rockets have been 
outscored by 27 points in 
the fourth quarter during 
the skid, which also 
includes losses to Seattle 
a^d San Antonio.

’We just haven’t been 
prepared going into the 
fourth quarter to finish 
the game,” Yao Ming 
said. “Our opponents 
have teeqlietter prepared 
and tougher in the 
fourth.”

Tracy McGrady led the 
Rockets with 23 points 
and Mike James, in his 
first game with the 
Rockets, added 19. He 
started after being traded 
from Milwaukee last 
week.

Houston got just 12 
points and four rebounds 
from Yao, who averages 
18.7 points. He got in foul'^ 
trouble early and strug­
gled throughout, missing 
at least three baskets 
from right under the bas­
ket. ■

Bell’s 3-pointer with 8:51 
remaining capped five 
c * -  ■ - in t« : h v  thF>

oaA/. cuiu pul oiaii aneau 
78-73. Utah used an 8-2 
run that ended with Bell’s 
tip-in basket with 4:40

KRT p(wto/0«orE« BrtdEM. KRT
Sacram ento’s Cuttino Mobley (3 ) drives in front of 
W ashington’s Etan Thomas (3 ^ ) in the second h-ilf of 
Sacram ento’s victory Sunday.

r :

remaining to extend the 
lead to 88-78.

Bell was perfect from 3- 
point range, going 3-of-3, 
all in the second half.

James’ 3 with 1:10 left 
got Houston to 96-89, but 
the Rockets would get no 
closer. He added another 
3 with 11 seconds left.

Harpring scored eight 
points for the Jazz in the 
last 4 minutes to ensure 
the win.

“Matt was big inside,” 
said Utah coach Jerry 
Sloan. “He got the big 
shots for us in the fourth 
quarter."

“We made the shots and
g o t  i n  ;>

lae ucui lO laem in a 
rhythm so they didn’t 
have to stand around and 
wait for it.”

The game was tied at 42- 
all at halftime and again 
at 69 after three quarters.

The Rockets haven’t 
won since starting point 
guard Bob Sura’s back 
injury flared up on Feb. 
22. He will be sidelined 
until at least March 5.

Utah outrebounded the 
Rockets 39-31, including 
17-9 on the offensive end, 
holding Houston to a sea­
son low.

“Our rebounding is 
atrocious,” Rockets coach 
Jeff Van Gundy said. “We 
got outworked and they 
don’t even realize it. It 
was easy for Utah today.”

♦rsof

GOOD
Y o u rs , M in e  a n d

P ro file , 2005
Sunday, March 27

This special edition will 
feature profiles o f our good 

neighbors in Howard County.
If you have a goo(i neighbor, whether per­

sonal or work related, and you'd like to share 
their praises, nominate them using the form 
below. We'll pick as many as we can, inter­
view them and write a feature story about 
them.

I nominate
NAME:
ADDRESS:
PHONE:

as a GOOD NEIGHBOR
to be featured in the special edition "Good Neighbors" 

p Some good things to know about this person are:_______

My Name: 
My Phone:

DEADLINE TO SUBMIT NOMINATIONS: Fri. March 4

BIG
SPRING HERALD 11738

puiius atiu iiau nine 
rebounds for the JaZz, 
and Andrei Kirilenko had 
13 points.

710 Scurry, PO Box 1431, Big Spring, TX 79721 
Phone: (432) 263-7331 FAX: (432) 264-7205 Email: editor@bigspringherald.com
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Announce

CONCEALED HAN
GUN CLASS 
SATURDAY, MARC 
CONTACT TOMMV 
(432)394-4492.

Ebusiness Op

BIG SPRING ROU' 
No Skiing.
High Income Potent 
$12,950 Investmen 
Accounts, Inventory 
Training, Territory. 
(800)373-5470

FOR SALE: Kiddi 
new engine with fh 
made cars. Gk 
maker for birthday 
events. $3,300 
(432)264-6162.

ATTEN'
THE BIG S 
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To You
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Kenny 1 
270-

KTAI
0091

B & M I
COMMERCIAl 
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ROBE

I KN
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DOORS/(
Home Repai 

Sheet 
Repaired 

Kitchei
BOB'S!

409 E. 3RD

SOUTHS 
A-11
CON'
Slnci

432-26

2008 Bird 
MaxF,

mni®awi
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Annout icements  ■  Business Opportuni ty

CONCEALED HAND
GUN CLASS
SATURDAY. MARCH 5TH. 
CONTACT TOMMY SCOTT, 
(432)394-4492.

Business Opportun i ty

no SPRING ROUTE 
NoScHino.
High Incom* Potential.
$12,950 Investment for 
Accounts, Inventory,
Training, Territory. 
(800)373-5470

FOR SALE: Kiddie Train has 
new engine with five new shop 
made cars. Great money 
msAer for birthdays and other 
events. $3,300.00. Call 
(432)264-6162.

ATTENTION
THE BIG  SPRING 

H E R A U ) APPRECIATES 
YOUR BUSINESS

Her* ere some helpful tips and 
lafom uUon that w ill help you 
when placing your ad. After your 
ad has been published the first 
day we suggest you check the ad 
for mistakes and i f  errors have 
been nude we w ill gladly correct 
the ad and run It again for you at 
no additional charge. I f  your ad is 
inadvertently not printed advance 
payment wiU cheerfully be refund­
ed and the newspaper's liability 
w ill be for only the amount 
received for publication o f the 
advertisement. We reserve the 
right to edit or reject any ad for 
publication that does not meet our 
standards o f acceptance.

FOR SALE: Well established 
Screen Printing /  Embroidery 
business. Located in Big 
Spring. Serious inquiries only. 
For appointment call 
432-213-0372 10:00-5:00pm.

Cemetery Lots
2 PLOTS a t Trinity Memorial 
Park, Garden of Memories. Will 
take $1,900.00 for both. Call 
(918)664-9445.
FOUR SPACES at Trinity Me- 
morial Park. Choice lots. Gar­
den of Olivett. Value $1,380 
each. Sell all for $5,000. Call 
(325)653-5160 or
325-944-0813.
TWO LOTS @  Trinity Memo- 
rial. Garden of Olivet. $1200.00 
for both. Seller pay transfer. 
Call (432)263-2934.

Help Wanted
BEST HOME Care continues 
to grow and need to fill RN 
case manager position. Great 
working hours and family ori­
ented atmosphere. Competitive 
salary and good benefits. 
Please apply at 111 East 7th, 
Suite C.
CHILD CAREGIVER/ ^
Driver position, full or part-time. 
Day or evening hours. Apply in 
person at Jack & Jill, 1708 No­
lan. Prior applicants, please re­
apply. No phone calls please.-
DRIVER WANTED: Bob Tail/ 
Transport Driver. Excellent 
starting pay. All benefits - 
Medical & Retirement. Must 
have Class A CDL & good driv­
ing record. Call for appointment 
(432)263-0033.

Hel() W.intcd 
JVCOME JOIN OUR TEAM! 

Comanche Trail Nureing Cen­
ter, is accepting applications 
for a Certified Nurse Aid and 
Dietary Personnel. Benefits in­
clude: paid vacatkx), 401K 
plan, health insurance. Please 
apply in person at 3200 Park­
way, Big Spring, TX 79720.

CbbKS NEEDED. Ilflust be 
Neat in Appearance, Honest, 
Dependable. No experience 
necessary will train. Inquire at 
Wagon Wheel, 2010 Scurry St. 
No phone call Pleasel -

DOMINOS P S R  D rivSi 
needed. Hourly •»- mileage * 
tips. Competition says better 
commission, but you can’t 
make commission doing dishes 
for the sit down lobby. Go by 
2111 S. Gregg or call 
(432)267-4111.

D R IV E D  6E H 6m £  bAILY.
Coastal Transport is a  leader in 
transport of LPG Asphalt & Pe­
troleum Products. Coastal 
serves high profile accounts & 
needs oMicated professionals 
to join our growing team in Big 
Spring. Qualify 23 with class A 
& One year driving experience. 
Inquire about Sign-on Bonus. 
Call Jay at 888-527-7221.

FARM HAND Wanted. Experi- 
enced Only. $7.00/hr. Call 
(432)684-5418.

Foodservice Worker Needed 
FuH & Part-time. EXPERIENCE 
NECESSARYIIIIIIII Apply in 
person SWCID Cafeteria.

Help Wanted: Apply at MiUllps 
66, 2512 Wasson.

Help Wanted
HIRING

Heavy Equipment 
(Trucks) M e la n ie  

2 yrs plus Experience 
Welder

(must be able to fabricate)
2 yrs. plus Experience 

^ l ly  Dump 
(1 yr plus

Experience preferred)
Valid Class A CDL 

Cali Vernon at 
(432)332-5070 
Salary D.O.E.

E.O.E.
Jones Bros. Dirt and Paving 

1401 S. Grandview 
Odessa, Texas 79761

LOOKING FOR Friendly Pro- 
fessional front desk sales 
agent also have openings for 
housekeeping positions. Apply 
in person @  2900 E. 1-20, 
Corrrfort Inn.
MARRIED COUPLES - Be a 
star In a chlld’a Ufa by help­
ing haal tha wounda of paat
abuaa. Work together 
side-by-side in one of our 
homes or your own. NO EXPE­
RIENCE OR DEGREE re­
quired. We will train you in 
proven child-care techniques. 
You will have: one spouse 
available to work outside the 
home - private quarters in at­
tractive home - extensive train­
ing and support - tax-free reim­
bursements. Must be 21* 
years with HS diploma, valid 
drivers license and good driv­
ing record. Call Jessica Riley at 
High Sky Children's Ranch, 
(432)694-3804, ext. 331 for 
more information.

Help Wdnted
MARTIN COUNTY

Home Health 
(Stanton)

Full Time RN $20-25/hr DOE 
M-F. On call $175.00 w eek, 
mileage (§> .35c Differential for 
bilingual ability. Contact Rose 
Carrillo RN DON @ 
(432)756-3259 Fax resume to: 
(432)756-4510.
MOUNTAIN VIEW LODGE
Now Hiring

lOp-Bs Charge Nurse
* Excellent Starting Pay
* Great Benefits including re­
tirement & health insurance
* Friendly Atrnosphere 
Please inquire at 2009 Virginia 
Ave.

MOUNTAIN VIEW l6DGE
Now Hiring

Certified Medication Aides
* Very Competative Starting 
Pay
* Excellent Benefits including 
Retirement Plan, and Vacation
* Friendly, Family-like environ­
ment

' Please apply in person @ 2009 
Virginia Ave.

N liD  EXPERIENCE retail 
salesperson. Holiday and vaca­
tion pay, group health insur­
ance. Must be able to lift 100 
lbs. Harris Lumber & Hardware, 
1515 East FM 700.

NEED OIL Field Supply/Pump 
Hand. Experienced or entry 
level position available. Full 
benefits. Send resume to: PO 
Box 2234, Big Spring, TX 
79721.

Holp Wantod
NEEDED LVN*8/ RN’s for Pe­
diatric hourly case in Big 
Spring. Full time/ part time po­
sitions available. Benefits and 
competitive pay. Completa 
Home Health Care, 
(432)570-6899 or come by 
2402 West WaH, Midland,

NK^HT FREIGHT DELIVERY 
DRIVER NEEDED 

Fortuna 500 company has 
driver position available part 
time or possible full time. Must 
have Class A/CDL. Excellent 
pay. Please fax resume to Kas- 
sie at (972)289-8741 or call 
(972)288-7614 for more de­
tails.

NEED PERSON with experi­
ence installing vinyl siding. CaN 
(432)263-3461.

DON’T PAY
to find work before 

you get the job. For 
free information 

about avoiding 
employment service 
scams, write the 

Federal Trade 
Commission, 

Washington, DC 20580 
or call the National 
Fraud Information 

Center, 800-876-7060.

$1.89 Per Day; 6-Month Contract $1.58 Per Day 
C a ll 263-7331 to p lace y ou r  ad today!!  ®  ■

CARPET CONCRETE C O N C R F T F CONCRETE CONSTRUCTION D I R T  W O R K

Bring Sam ples 
To Your Home
NAME BRANDS

Kenny Thompson 
270-0548

M ARQUEZ  
FENCE CO.

All types 
of fences 

& repairs.
Concrete work, carports. 

All work guaranteed. 
Free Estimates 

Benny Marquezowner 
aB7-B714

STUCCO 
DRIVEWAYS 
SIDEWALKS 

BLOCK FENCES

Chico and Sons 
Concrete

(432) 267 -4 0 4 4  
(432) 2 68 -632 2

Frink Robio
RISgLRMdn

Mg Spring, TX 71720

J . T . Builders
Remodeling • Drywall 

Ceramic Tile • Electrical 
Plumbing • Roofing 

Brick & Concrete Work 
Driveways • Sidewalks 

Fireplaces • Stucco 
Swimming Pool Decks 

JOHNNY TALAMANTEZ 
MU) aivoeu mi 
MU) eeuiio Rw. 

loe E. 11th PLACE 
Sltt8HMWO.TX.7t720___

C $ J Coiitraelloi
• Residential & — 

Commercial R e p ^
• Remodeling'

• Custom Homes

(4 3 2 ) 270 -02B2  
(4 3 2 )
(4 3 2 )

N c a r s P M B M m .Y
ftM M Bnr

We do Dirt 
Work, 

Brush Hog, 
Backhoe, 

Bulldozing, 
Small Gru 
and Will <
4 3 2 -7 3

 ̂ V

bbing Jobs 
31ear Lots.
6 -3 4 4 4

FENCES FENCE F E N C E S HO M E I M P R O V E M E N T  W  H O M E  I M P R O V E M E N T  W  H O M E  I M P R O V E M E N T

anSL-CEDM
DOSEBaau
OaiMBiTM.

B &  M  Fence Co.
COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL 
GET OUR PRICE A COMPARE 

FREE ESTIMATES 
ROBERT MARQUEZ

aea-ie ia  •
1 eee aaa laee

J.T. W66t T6M66

Qardan CHy, T «x m  
WoodFtne* v ,JK  HtMFtnc* 
PipiFMCt PlptComlti
BtrMWInFfnM IMWInFtnM'

Ftm fMhnMM 
Hmn*  «4ni 3 M -m S  
Mehlle I4UI 4M-lVlS

SI* i pthu  <43X1 an  ISM
Swrihl* CHy <UW X7S-SS77

-  iin  _  SW

Quality Fence Co.
Jimmy Marques-Owmer

Finest In 
Fencing

WoodA 
Chainlink

FreeEsi

AFFORDABLE HOME 
MAINTENANCE

•Renovation 
•Repairs 

•Maintenance
6aaMy Wsrii 
YanCaalWMt'
Satisfaction Guaranteed 
NO JOB IS TOO SMALL! 
1*  ewh lewwl 4132764181

R S
HOME REPAIR
Custom Wood Decks, 
Remodel, CEupenter, 
Painting, Plumbing,

I Minor Electrical
m n n n m j k m

Garage door repair. 
Appliances installed

•1 6 -3 0 3 0

HANDYMAN
Hoaie Repair, Remodeling, 
Maintenance, Yardwork, 
Painting, Etc.
Concrete W ork,, 
Driveway,
Patiog.
Sidewalks, Etc.

H O M E  I M P R O V E M E N T H O M E  I M P R O V E M E N T H O M E  I M P R O V E M E N T LAWN SERVICE R E N T A L S

DOORS/
GARAGE

DOORS/OPENERS
Home Repair • Carpentry

Sheet Work 
Repaired/Replaced 

Kitchen & Bath
BOB'S CUSTOM

4 0 9  E. 3110 267-8811

Gibbs Remodeling
Nepr home Construction • Room Additions 

Carports • Dry Wall Hanging & Finishing & Exterior 
Wallpaper Hanging • Ceramic Tile 

Installation & Repair
All Remodel Needs Of Any Room In Your Home.

CsN 263-8288

S paadsf
^ a m a tu e a tia e s ^ ^ a .
We Do It All! 

Rasktontlal a  Ckimmerclal 
Caruntc Tile*. Cabinett, Drywall. 

Textura*. Plumbing, Electrical 
AC.Roon, New Additions 

a  Lawn Service

MOWING* WEEDEATING 
TILUNG* TRASH HAULING 

TREE TRIMMING
r A i i

432-267-8480
LEAVE m eMBAOB

$ 16^150

VENTURA
CO M PAN Y
432-2S7-SSSI
Houses • Duplexes 
1,2,3 Bedrooms 
For rent/aale 
7661.1376  
1364 6 H  ■■
1166 6. 6m 
•66 6.16m

PEST CONTROL RO O FIN G R O f J f  I N G T R E F  T R I M M I N G TREE TRIMMING T A X  S E R V I C E S

SOUTHWESTERN 
A-1 PEST 
CONTROL

Since 1954

432 -263 -6514

2008 Blrdwell Lane 
Max F. Moore

www.swalpc.com
nun6swalpc.com

PALACIOS 
ROOFING A HOME 

IMPROVEMENT 
Roofk, Room Additions,' 
Ceramic TUe, Pences, 

Painting Insured 6  Bonded 

Home Phone#
SS3-I
Cell#

JOHNNY FLORES 
ROOFING

Shlnglm, Hot Tar 6  OravH. 
AlltyptoTrspalrsI 
Work Onarantaad. 

Speclallslaf la Hot Tar Roolh 
and

Doctor of Hapalrtl

367 -111S

Tree R tm oval 
^poclallst. 
M l a o r / M a j o r  
trimming, stump 
rtm oval, flower  
bed cleaned.
trim m ed, 
tlabla.

badges
P rices  nego-

LUPE’STREE
TRIM M ING

More than 20 yean  
of experience. Stump 

grinder available. 
Por Tree Trimming 

-and removal.

Call Lupe 
432 -267 -6317

FASfCASH
I TUX

i24nra.*
v o L u m c iiK m

I4 * n a * e -* i * 4

>

http://www.swalpc.com
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► M .'/anted
k#lN

Now hiring drivers. Earn 
$9-$12/hr. M lary oommis- 
sions & tip*. Up to $100 Hiring 
Bonus. Better Pizzal Great 
People A More^ Moneys or 
Part Time, Apply in piraon 
onlyi, 1702 G r^ g  St.

^^eeking dedicated A 
profeuipnal 

Lvirs
2:00 p.m. 10:00 p.m. shifts 
Salary commensurate with 

experience.
Competitive Wages - Health 

Insurance & Benefits 
Contact Robin Petty, RN-DON 

@ Lamun-Lusk-Sanchez 
Texas State Veterans Home 

1809 N. Hwy 87 
Big Spring, Texas 79720 

(432)268-8387 
(432)268-1987 

Equal Opportunity Employer

TAKING APPLICATIONS: All
Positions - Shop Tire Tech. Ex­
perienced Road Service Tire- 
man & Mechanic. Counter per­
son. Computer & Knowledge of 
Tires a Must. Apply in person 
only, Don's Tire & Truck Serv­
ice. S. Service Rd. Exit 178. No 
phone calls.

I tems for Sale

t A »• ♦ * »

PRESTO BATTERY Powered 
Mini Fork Lift. Cost $2646.00 
will sell for $1250.00. Call 
(322)213-0426 for appointment
to see.

SIDE-BY-SIDE REFRIGERA­
TOR with water/ ice dispenser. 
Paid $1700. will sell for $800.. 
Still under warranty. Call 
(432)264-1648.

Miscellaneous
CAKES: Wedding, Anniversa­
ries, Quinceanarious. .10% Dis­
count on Arches, Candelabras, 
florals w/cake order. Grishams 
(432)267-8191.

National Ads
#1 STEEL building factory 
Winter clearance! No gim­
micks, no pressure. Save Huge 
on available sizes Call ASAP!! 
1-877-425-7755 Ext. 2.

fj.itu.nai Ads
n  lA fM  $3200 WEEKLY! $$ 
Prooessino Simple E-mals On- 
Inet Make $25.00 Per EmaMI 
No UmitI Answer Surveys Oh- 
Nnel Make $16.0Dt- Per Survey! 
Queranteed PaychecksI Amaz­
ing Employment OpportunitiesI 
ht^‘y/www.prooessemails.com/
^  Up  t o  $529 WEEKLYI 
Mailing letters from home. 
Easyl Any  ̂ HoursI
Fufl̂ Mirt-time. No experience 
necessary. U.S. Digest 
1-888-389-1790 24 hours.
$0 DOWN HOMES!
NO CREDIT OK! GOVT & 
BANK REPOS. $0 TO LOW 
DOWN. FOR LISTINGS. 
1-600-501-1777 EXT. 7372.

SOLID COMPANY NEEDS 
DRIVERS. Competitive hourly 
pay, lots of overtime! Paid 
travel, per diem, and motel. 
Home one week every month! 
Oil field labor along with driv­
ing. Medical and life insurance! 
Requires 2 years Class A CDL 
experience and good driving 
record. Call 1-800-588-2669.

$2,500.00». WEEKLY Income!! 
Now Hiring Envelope Staffers.
11 Year Nationwide Co. Needs 
You! Easy Work From Home. 
Free Postage, Supplies Pro­
vided. Written Guarantee!
Free Information, Call Now! 
1-800-242-0363 Ext. 2500.

SUMMER EMPLOYMENT Fun
Valley Family Resort in South 
Fork, Colorado. Needs stu­
dents to work all types of jobs. 
Housekeeping, dining room, 
horse wrangler, kitchen and 
maintenance. Salary, room, 
board & bonus. For information 
and application write Personal 
Director, 9010 Ravenswood, 
Granbury, Tx. 76049.

SUMMER EMPLOYMENT Fun
Valley Family Resort in South 
Fork, Colorado. Needs Retir­
ees with own RV for alt types of 
jobs. Office, housekeeping, 
cooks, maintenance and RV 
parks. For information and ap­
plication write Personal Direc­
tor, 9010 Ravenswood, Gran­
bury, Tx. 76049.

$500! POLICE IMPOUNDS! 
Hondas/ Chevys/ Fords/ Jeeps. 
Cars, trucks, SUV’s from $500! 
Listings: 800-749-8116 xA148.
$600.00 PER WEEK possible 
mailing our simple postcards. 
Supplies/ Training provided. 
Genuine Opportunity. FT/ PT 
For FREE Information Package 
Call 1-(708) 231-7373.
$750 WEEKLY SALARY! 
Mailing our promotional letters. 
100% From home. Genuine 
opportunity. FREE INFO! Call 
Now! 1-800-254-4592 24 hrs.

$990 -$2,320
WEEKLY POSSIBLE!
Mailing our letters from home. 
FREE INFO. 100% Satisfaction 
Guaranteed. Call Now! 
1-800-679-6844 24 hrs.
$GOVERNMENT GIVES
BACK$ Minimum of $5,000 
GUARANTEED!! Free Appli­
cation over the phone!! Re­
sults within 30 Minutes!!! Do 
Not Hesitate!!
1-866-541-9032 Claim 500.

$GRANTS AVAILABLE$
Up to $50,000 GUARAN­
TEED!! No Risk!! Free App!i- 
cation over the phone!! IN­
STANT APPROVAL!! Let Us 
Help You!!! 1-866-541-9035 
Claim 888.
-$ $  FREE CASH GRANTS! 
$$** As Seen on T.V.! Never 
Repay! Gov't Grants for Per­
sonal Bills, School, Business, 
etc. $47 billion left unclaimed.

Live Operators!
1-800-574-1804 ext. 712..
ACT NOW! TALK LIVE!
All Kinds Of Psychics 
Love? Money? Life? 
1-877-478-4410 V/MC 
24/7 *$2.99/min. T 8 +  
www.mysticalconnections.ca

AN EXCLUSIVE DRINK & 
SNACK VEND MACHINES 
W/GREAT LOCATIONS
$5995. MUST SELL BY 3-5-05 
1-866-823-0264 (7days) AIN 
#B02410

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR 
BIG WEEKLY INCOME?
30 Candy Vending locations.
$0 Down/Financing. 
1-800-367-6709 (24/7)
Ext.2403.

N.ition.il A Is
ARC YOU making f t  ,710 pW 
week? All cash vandkig roulM
with prim# locabona avalabiB 
now! Under $9,000 investment 
required, Call Ton Free (24-7) 
88»486-4200.
DW ECtV ^ E E  3 ROOMS 
SYSTEM installed & delivered 
free. Say goodbye to cable for-, 
ever * 3 months F R K
HBO/CINEMAX. Cal
1-800-694-8644. 
www.dtv2day.cpm

DRIVER TRAINEES
A Great Career! 

Excellent Pay/Benefits 
C.R. Englarid Needs 
CDL Driver Trainees! 

Company Paid School. 
Limited Positions.

Call Now! Toll Free 
1-866-619-6081

Ri iil Estate to'  R. nt

EARN UP To $600 WEEKLY 
Helping the government 
part-time. No Experience.
A lot of Opportunities. 
1-800-493-3688 Code E40.

$50,000 FREE CASH 
GRANTS***” - 2005!
Never Repay I For personal
bills, school, new business.
$49 BILLION Left unclaimed 
from 2004'. Live Operators! 
1-800-606-6081 Ext #64.

FEDERAL POSTAL JOBS!
Now Hiring! Earn $12 - $48 per 
hour / No Experience Full 
Benefits / Paid Training 
1-866-409-2663 ext. 20.
FIRE YOUR Landlord!!!
$$$0 DOWN HOMES!
No Rent! Tax Repos & Bank­
ruptcies! No Credit OK! $0 to 
low down! For Listings, 
1-800-501-1777 Ext. 8351.
FIRST TIME HOME BUYERS!
$0 DOWN. NO CREDIT OK!
$0 TO LOW DOWN! 
1-800-501-1777 EXT. 9826.
F O R E C L O S E D G O V T  
HOMES! $0 OR LOW DOWN! 
TAX REPO'S & BANKRUPT­
CIES! OK CREDIT FOR LIST­
INGS! CALL 1-800-501-1777 
EXT. 9813.
FREE DIRECTV, up to 4
rooms free plus 3 free months 
of HBO + Cinemax starting 
36.99 1-888-777-7115.
GOOD WEEKLY INCOME! 
Guaranteed earnings -t-BO- 
NUSES! National company 
needs Reliable people in this 
area to prepare/mail sales bro­
chures from home! Supplies 
provided! Call:
1-800-357-1170.

GOVERNMENT JOBS! 
WILDLIFE / POSTAL

$16.51 to $58.00 per hour. Full 
Benefits. Paid Training. Call for 
Application and Exam Informa­
tion. No Experience Neces­
sary. Toll Free 1-888-269-6090 
ext. 100.
HELP WANTED IMM^DI- 
ATELY! Need 550 people to 
help mail out Insurance forms. 
Call: 1-972-504-6675 or
1-972-504-6224.
HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA!!! 
Graduate in 4 weeks! FREE 
Brochure. CALL NOW! 
1-800-532-6546 Ext 803 
www.continentalacademy.com
HIRING 2005 Postaf Positions!! 
$17.50-$59.00+/Hour. Full 
Benefits. Paid training/Vaca- 
tions. No experience. Green 
Card OK! 1-866-329-0801 
ext. 1070.
IF POSSIBLE-PLEASE bold 
first 3 words-thanks. Huge 
Profits Now! Learn how you 
can earn $250K+/year. Train­
ing provided. Not MLM. 
1-877-726-9625.
MEDICARE DIABETICS- Free
Meter!!! No Cost Diabetes Sup­
plies! Join Diabetes Care Club. 
FREE Memebership! FREE 
HOME DELIVERY! 
1-800-287-1737. Oua!ify NOW!
WANTED - 57 people to lose 
15-75 pounds RISK FREE.
CALL 1-800-965-5408.

i

Energen Resources Corporation has an immediate opening for a Production 
Foreman in its Westbrook, Texas office. Responsibilities include:

- Guiding and directing lease operators in the daily operations of assigned
areas

- Production scheduling and work over activity.
- Working closely with Superintendent & Senior Foreman in order to 

decrease LOE and increase revenue.
- Insuring that all safety, environmental and regulatory guidelines are 

followed.

Position requires 5-10 years' oil and gas experience in the Permian Basin with 
I -3 years supervisory experience. A proven track record in supervising field 
personnel as well as a working knowledge o f State and Federal oil and gas reg- 
ulatioris required. Position requires past experience in waterflood operations, 
proficiency in the use o f personal computers, along with strong written and 
verbal communication skills a must.

We offfer a highly competitive compensation plan, which includes an incentive 
bonus, and a complete ̂ benefit package.

For immediate consideration, please forward your resume and salary history
to:

Human Resources Department 
Energen Corporation

605 Richard Arrington Jr. Bivd. M 
Birmingham, AL 35203

An Equal Opportunity Employer

ERY tHORPERS 
£01 -Earn WMIs You 

ShopI Can Now TbI Free 
1-800-467-4422 E xt 13134.
m s -------- imMASLt
HEALTHCARE? $69.93/moiWi 
per Family. No Limitations! All 
Pre-Existing opndMionsOK.
Call Providir > Select Family 
Healthcarel 1-800-550-2768 
ac. W-1009.
M £»6AsHt ---------------
We buy Owner Rnanoed Mort­
gages, Structured Settlements 
& Annuities. Call Majestic 
Funding 
1-888-646-1419 
1-727-646-1419
NO R EN tl iO  DOWN HOMES! 
GOVT & BANK REPOSI NO 
CREDIT OK. $0 TO LOW 
DOWN! FOR LISTINGS, CALL 
1-800-501-1777 EXT. 9811.
NO RENT!!!! ^
$0 DOWN HOMES! GOV'T & 
BANK REPOSI NO CREDIT 
OK. $0 TO LOW DOWN. FOR 
LISTINGS, CALL
1-800-501-1777 EXT. 9821.
NOW HIRING for 2005 Postal 
Positions $17.50 - $59.00 +/hr.. 
Full Berrefits/Paid Training and 
Vacations No Experience Nec­
essary 1-800-584-1775 
Reference #4102.

OWN A Computer 
Put it to Work! 

$500-$7500/mo PT/FT 
1 -877-573-2785 24hr recording 

Free Booklet. 
www.9to5isover.com
OWN A Computer?

Put it to Work!
Up to $1500-$7500 PT/FT 

FREE Booklet.
Call Now Toll Free 

1-800-835-6152 
WWW.LifetimeChecks.com

SAWMILLS $2,595.00 - Lum- 
berMate-2000 &
LumberLite-24. Nonwood In­
dustries also manufactures util­
ity ATV Attachments, Log Skid- 
ders. Portable Board Edgers 
and forestry equipment. 
www.norwoodindustries,com 
-FREE Information:
1-800-566-6899 Ext. 200-U.

SECRET ENCOUNTERS
1-800-442-MEET ,69p/m  

Ladies Free!! 
1-800-201-TALK 

VISIT - singles.com
SEMINAR SALES!
Home-Based.
Learn Simple System.
Earn $200K in 6-12 Months. 
1-800-659-1926.
START DATING TONIGHT! 
Have fun meeting eligible sin­
gles in your area. Toll Free. 
1 -800-ROMANCE ext. 9735.
STEEL BUILDING SALE! Well 
Beat All Competitor Bids Spec 
for Spec or we'll send you a 
check for $200.00! 
1-800-973-3366.
WWW. p re m ie rs te e l .org

TELEMARKETERS NEEDED-
Work at Home. Great Income 
Opportunity. $350-$700 $15.00 
Start Fee
www.freedompublication.com
1-800-630-5772.
TRUCK DRIVERS
Wanted-Best Pay and Home 
Time! Apply Online Today 
over 750 Companies! One Ap­
plication, Hundreds of Offers! 
http://hammerlanejobs.com
YOUR ACCREDITED High 
School Diploma in 30-days or 
less. No classes. FREE 
evaluation.
www.FinishHighSchool.com
1-866-290-6596.

Real Estate for Rent
2 BEDROOM 1 bath for rent. 
Deposit & References required. 
Call (432)267-7721.

SUNSET RIDGE 
APARTMENTS

2911 West Hwy 80 
1 & 2 Bedrooms 

Cable TV Service 
Central Heat & A/C 

Friendly Staff 
On-site Maintenance 

Laundry Facility 
••••Move in Speciaf^* 

Call (432)263-2292

•Swimming Pool 
•Private Patios 

•Carports 
' •Appliances 
•Most Utilities 

Paid
•Senior Citizens 

Discount 
•1& 2 Bedroom 

Unftirnished 
PARKHILL TERRACE 

APARTMENTS
800 W. M«rcy Drive 

aU-SS&S 863-5000
la «ui< J

1400 Sycamore- 3/1 bath. 
$475. month $250. deposit 
407 1/2 East 8 th -1/1 bath. 
$275. month $150. deposit 

Both have CH/A.
Call (432)267-2296.

2407 CARLETON, 3 bedroom, 
2 bath, CH/A. $550.00 month 
plus deposit. Call
(432)263-6997.

Midway Area - Small 3 Bdrm 
mobile homes. Stove & refrig­
erator, washer & dryer. CH/A. 
$350.00 month $150.00 de­
posit. HUD approved. Call 
432-393-5585 or 270-3928.

Nicest Apartments 
in area

700 sq ft one bedroom 
$150.00 move-in 

CORONADO HILLS APTS.
(432)267-6500 
801 W. Marcy 

Big Spring, Tx 79720

I S A K C r . L O r N A  A P A K T M I f : r N T S
ChooM Your Own Monthly Ront Options

Such As MLL BUXM PAID  |
MOVE IN SPECIAL ♦ APPLICATION & SECURITY DEP. 

538  W estovcr O FEn SATVRDA Y  263-1252

Hi ! Esf.itc for S tif'
4 BEDROOM, 3 bath houss on 
40 soss for Ssls, w/bam and 
work shop. In Coahoma School 
DistricL $224,000.00 For ap- 
pointmsnt caN (432)263-0658 
qr 816-9565.
804 d Ou Q L A I: 2 fiadrobnT 
one bath. dMng room, dosed 
in ponah and carport. 
$18,90a00. Call Don ®  
(325)378-2401.______________
FOR $A U t: Good 4 bedroom, 
2 bath- Near College- 
$5000.00. 3 Bedroom, 1 bath- 
Older- $3000.00. 2 Bedroom- 
Brick- $3000.00. .1 Bedroom- 
Cheap. Call (432)264-0510.

1104 Stanford, 2 Bedroom, 1 
bath, CH/A. $335. Month, 
$150. deposit. 1212 East 19th. 
2 Bedroom, 1 bath, CH/A. 
$350. Month, $150. deposit. 
(432)263-1792, 816-9984.

1308 BIRDWELL. 2 Bedroom, 
1 bath, new carpet, gailage, 
stove & refrigerator, fenced 
yard No Pets!!! $350.00 month 
$200.00 deposit. Call
(432)263-7850.

NO DOWN Payment on 2 thru 
6 Bedroom Brick Homee. 
Owner Financing. Bad Cradit 
OK. We can acyust your 
monthly payments to fit your 
Budget. Call MeUia 
(432)263-3461.
NORTH OF College 3/2/1 brick 
home. Credit check & refer­
ences required. New loan or 
20% down. CaH (432)268-8353 
Cell (325)699-1042.

1903 GREGG St. for rent. 
Great office or retail space. 
$375/month plus deposit. Call 
(432)213-2681.

2502 Cheyenne. 3 Bedroom, 2 
bath. $500. month, $300. de­
posit. Call (432)264-9907.

SPACIOUS TWO-STORY 
home. 2150 sq. ft. 3 bedroom, 
2 baths, office, 2 living areas, 
ash cabinets, fireplace. Ga­
zebo, 2 storage bldgs., 3/4 
acre, secluded. Lovely yard. 
$105,000. Call (432)263-4080. 
TWO BEDROOM, one bath 
house; also one b ^ o o m , one 
bath on same lot. Extra large 
garage/ carport. Great Invest­
ment, TLC. $14,000. o.b.o. Call 
Josh, (432)466-1569.

Vehicles

FOR RENT or Rent to Own. 
Four bedroom, 2 bath, carport. 
1509 Wood. $1,500. down, 
$289. month. 15 years. Call 
(432)264-6611.

HEIGHTS APARTMENTS, 403
E. 8th Street. Spacious 1 Bed­
room's. Furnished & Unfur­
nished. All bills paid. $200.00 
Move In Special, $200.00 de­
posit. Call (432)267-2771.

'04 Fre«star Vans
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B o h  l i r o c k  l- 'ord
.">()() \\ nil r ij 1

Legals

ATTENTION cox  
COMMUNICATIONS 

SUBSCRIBERS
Beginning March 29th, 2005, Cox 
Communications wW make the fol­
lowing changes in the Big Spring 
franchise area: Telefulura wiH be 
added to Channel 56 on the Analog 
Expanded Basic Lineup and on 
Channel 412 on the Paquate Latino 
tier on Cox Digital Cable lineup. In­
quiries concerning this change or 
any other cable-related isaue can 
be made at Cox Communications, 
2006 Birdwell Ln, Big Spring, TX  
79720 or Call 432-267-3821.
#4474 February 28 & March 1 & 2, 
2005

Superbly private second story 
1 bedroom furnished apart­
ment, $395.00 includes utilities. 
1 Non smoking person. Excel­
lent credit background re­
quired. Zero pets. Sunroom & 
balcony. McDonald Realty 
(432)263-7615.

THREE BEDROOM, two bath, 
stove & refrigerator, in Sand- 
springs area. Call
(432)466-3171.

Real Estate for Sale
$1,000 TOTAL Move in Cost.
On 1306 Marijo. New 3 bed­
room, 2 bath, 2 car garage 
home. Reasonably good credit 
required, lowered interest rates 
to Qualified Buyer. Call now 
(432)520-9848 Cameo Invest­
ments Inc.

ATTENTION COX 
COMMUNICATIONS 

SUBSCRIBERS
Beginning March 28th, 2005, Cox 
CommuniiBations wM m ak* the fol­
lowing changes in the Big Spring 
franchise area; Starz T h ^ e r  will 
be renamed Starz Edge. Black 
Starz will be renamed Starz in 
Black. Starz Family will be re­
named Starz Kids & Family. En­
core Love Stories wiH be renamed 
Encore Love and ErKX>re True Sto­
ries will be renamed Encore 
Drama. Inquiries concerning these 
changes or any other cable-related 
issue can be made at Cox Commu­
nications, 2006 Birdwell Lane, Big 
Spring, TX 79720 or Call 
432-267-3821.
#4475 February 28 ,200 5

1280 ACRES. Hunting ranch, 
Mitchell County. Call 
(817)300-0345.

20 ACRES on Hwy 176.. Set 
up for Doublewide. 45K, 
$6,500.00 Down, assume 
$270.00 monthly @ 7.4% for 
30 years. No Credit Check. 
Call (817)312-6322.

EQUAL Houeera 
OePOMTUMnY

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the 
Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1988 which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference limi­
tation or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, sex or 
national origin, or an intention 
to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.*

This newspaper wM not know- 
ingty accept any advertialng for 
real estate which is In viotartion 
of the law. Our readers are 
heret^ informed that aH 
dweltings advertised in this 
newspaper are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.

FOR SALE
No Down Payment

OWNER FINANCING
Bad Credit O.K.

2-3-4-S & 6 Bedroom Brick Homes

Call Beverly 263-3461
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, BY HOLIDAY MATHIS
The sensitivity dial is 

turned to “high.” A  slight 
irritation could become a 
fUll-blown rash as the 
stars hand 
us just the 
thing we 
show resist­
ance toward.
Venus and 
Jupiter get 
high and 
mighty with 
one another, 
and the H o lid a y  
S c o r p i o  M a th is  
moon esca­
lates their
argument. But the good 
news is. the upset brings 
out the truth—and the 
truth always sets us free.

ARIES (March 21-April
19) . A  Japanese proverb 
states, “The nail that 
sticks up gets hammered 
down.” Decide now 
whether you’d like to con­
form or not. If not, avoid 
the hammer by* thinking 
of a clever way to conceal 
the fact that you are 
“sticking up.”

TAURUS (April 20-May
20) . Perhaps your outra­
geous aim has a better

chance of being realized 
than a mundane one. 
Space stations house com­
munities in the sky, not 
because of an accidental 
discovery but because 
mankind set “conquer 
space” as a goal.

GEMINI (May 21-June
21) . Persistence and 
experimentation go hand 
in hand. Approach that 
relationship issue from at 
least three different direc­
tions before you write it 
off as “his or her prob­
lem.” Brainstorming with 
a Pisces is lucky.

CANCER (June 22-July
22) . “Trust" is a word that 
gets thrown around with­
out comprehension of 
what it means. Maybe you 
can never know the secret 
heart of your loved one, 
but at least you can accept 
that he or she has a right 
to it.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). 
You’re impressionable 
now, so remember, 
garbage in, garbage out. 
Feed your mind, body and 
soul with nutritious 
“food." Watch out tonight; 
You’re in the mood to go 
out and get into some

trouble!
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 

22). Give yourself credit- 
other people do. Someone 
looks at what you’re doing 
and says, “Wow, I ’ve 
always wanted to do 
that.” If you really look, 
you’ll find plenty of rea­
sons to feel good about 
yourself.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). 
The resolution of a tense 
situation brings a combi­
nation of relief and let­
down. What will you pos­
sibly do with your extra 
time and energy now that 
this “hole” has been 
plugged? You’ll find some­
thing quick.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 
21). The hard questions 
are the ones that will set 
you free. What was 
learned from a bad situa­
tion? What came out of it 
that you can be grateful 
for? Use the introspective 
Pisces solar energy to find 
answers.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22- 
Dec. 21). Surrender to 
your desire. When you 
really risk your feelings, 
you will be rewarded for 
your courage in some

manner. And what a rush! 
It feels as though your 
heart is riding on some­
one else’s wings! '

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22- 
Jan. 19). Everyone has 
done something to be 
ashamed of at some point 
in life. Where there is 
true forgiveness, bad 
karma can be erased. 
Grant yourself the grace 
to let go of what hap­
pened. It’s over now.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 
18). You’rq walking a deli­
cate line now. The differ­
ence between going with 
the flow and being passive 
is something you know in 
your heart. One has to do 
with timing, and the other 
has to do with fear.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 
20). People who look up to 
you are heavily influ­
enced by your judgments, 
but that’s a power you 
don’t want right now. Be 
careful not to intentional­
ly dictate what your child, 
employee, friend or sib­
ling should do.

ASTROLOGICAL QUES­
TIONS: “I’m a Capricorn, 
and my husband is an 
Aquarius. We have been

together for a little over 
eight years and have two 
beautiful children. We 
also have gone through 
some hard times and 
made it through all of 
them! I love ^ m  very 
much, but there is a lack 
of romance, and it’s 
always been that way. I 
have told him what I 
want, and he has remind­
ed me that I married him 
and that he’s not planning 
on changing. In the mean­
time, another man pur­
sues. He says all the right 
things and does some of 
the most romantic things 
for me. He is a Taurus! 
What should I do?”

There is a visceral con­
nection between you and 
this Taurus, and it’s very 
sexy. But for you as a 
Capricorn woman, raising 
your children with your 
husband in a traditionally 
based home is going to 
contribute far more to 
your long-term happiness 
than the fleeting (though 
totally hot) romance you 
would experience with 
this Taurus. Since 
Aquarius is short on 
romance, you’ll have to

provide the missing ele­
ment in your love life. But 
you might be surprised 
what you can pull out of 
your husband once you 
stop trying to get him to 
be romantic and take thp 
onus completely on your­
self to create romance in 
the relationship.

CELEBRITY PROFILES: 
I see theatrical training in 
the future o f rapper 
Jeffrey “Ja Rule” Atkins. 
His Pisces sun and moon 
make him a natural actor, 
and he’s already had 
many film roles. But I see 
him striving to be a seri­
ous thespian who follows 
in the footsteps of fellow 
rapper/producer/actor 
Sean “P. Diddy” CJombs, 
who took to the Broadway 
stage to hone his craft.

I f  you would like to write 
to Holiday Mathis, please 
go to www.creators.com 
and click on "Write the 
Author" on the Holiday 
Mathis page, or you may 
send her a postcard in the 
m ail To find out more 
about Holiday Mathis visit 
the Creators Syndicate 
Web page at www.cre- 
ators.com.

Annie’s Mailbox k  Advice for those in need
Dear Annie: I ’ve been 

with “Ryan” for five 
years. We both were mar­
ried befoi^, and we each 
have a child from those 
marriages.

Ryan’s. iS-year-old 
daughter, “Beth,” comes 
to visit every other week- 

i end and for the entire 
* summer. During her vis­

its, she never leaves his 
side. Beth has her own 
room, but' during her 
weekend visits, she sleeps 
in our bed. Over the sum­
mer, Beth demands that 
we not close our bedroom 
door at night. On top of 
that, she stays up until it 

all.pf qs (o go 
to sleep, so we never have 
a moment without her.

Beth, needs to know 
where we are every sec-

K a t h y  M it c h e l l  
M a r c y  S u g a r

ond. If she takes a shower, 
as soon as she gets out, 
she asks what we were 
doing while she was out 
of the room. Due to all 
this interference, sex is 
nonexistent. We are never

alone, and with the bed­
room door open, we can’t 
be intimate because Ryan 
thinks she will hear.

Beth is a very mature 
15-year-old, and I think 
there should be rules for 
her to follow, as there are 
for my child, and that 
Ryan should put his foot 
down when she makes 
these unreasonable 
demands. I have 
expressed my concern, 
but he says she is here 
only a short time and we 
should put up with it. 
What do you say? — His 
Partner

Dear Partner: Ryan is 
allowing Beth to control 
yoqr Relationship, and she 
is doing everything in her 
power to prevent you 
from having sex. Of

' f t

There’s something for everyone in the 
Big Spring Herald’s Classifieds!

Grandpa sold his sailboat 
Mama found the missing piece for her china set...

Papa bought a great used c a r ...
Little Brother traded his baseball cards for a guitar... 
Big Brother found an awesome set of free weights... 

Cousin Bill found a great apartment...
Big Sister found a great new job..

Aunt Sue found a dining room table...

ALL THIS IN THE 
CLASSIFIEDS

To place an ad in the Classifieds 
Call 263-7331

BIG
SPRING HERALD

710 Scurry • Big Spring

course, Ryan should set 
some rules, and the first 
one is that you are enti­
tled to some privacy. 
More importantly, no 15- 
year-old girl should be 
sleeping in her father’s 
bed. No matter what else 
Ryan is willing to toler­
ate, that should end 
immediately.

If Beth won’t accept 
your relationship, and 
Ryan refuses to set rules, 
you have some choices to 
make: You can put up 
with it, let Ryan stay 
home with her this sum­
mer while you take a trip 
somewhere fun and relax­
ing, or rethink your rela­
tionship. The problem is 
not going'to disappear.

Dear Annie: My hus­
band finally agreed to 
have his hearing checked 
and was diagnosed with 
profound hearing loss. He 
now has two hearing aids, 
but he doesn’t like to wear 
them. Instead, he cranks 
up the sound on the TV so 
loud that it’s uncomfort­
able for anyone else in the 
room. He says it’s his 
home and he can adjust 
the sound as he pleases. 
Well, it’s my home, too. 
What do I do? — Lady 
Lake Florida

Dear Lady Lake: First, 
tell your husband to see 
his doctor and make sure 
the hearing aids fit prop­
erly. If he still won’t wear 
them, it might be worth­
while to invest in a set of 
wireless TV headphones 
that will allow him to 
turn up the volume to his 
heart’s content, while the 
rest of you can listen with 
less racket.

Dear Annie: I ’m still 
mad, so I guess I ’ll write. 
I ’m talking about the 
woman who was so sanc­
timonious about mothers 
changing their babies’ 
diapers on the plane seat. 
Where would she like me 
to do it?

There is no changing 
station in the bathroom. 
The options are to place 
your infant on the bacte- 
ria-laden, flimsy toilet lid 
or, if you are a gymnast, 
sit on the lid and place the 
baby on your outstretched 
legs. If this woman thinks 
she can birth a baby that 
will politely hold its blad­
der until the trip is over, 
she is welcome to try. — 
Jet-Lagged Mom

Dear Jet-Lagged: 
Agreed, it is difficult to 
properly care for an 
infant on an

airplane, but you still 
need to have some consid­
eration for the passenger 
next to the seat with the 
dirty diaper. Some moth­
ers bring a portable, 
washable changing pad so 
they can lay the child on 
the floor.

At the very least, apolo­
gize to your fellow passen­
ger before submitting 
him/her to this unpleas­
antness. It will go a long 
way toward easing hard 
feelings. (We think the 
airlines are missing the 
boat by not providing 
changing stations on 
flights.)

Dear Annie: Two years 
ago, I met a man with a 
16-year-old daughter,
“Josie.” At the time, my 
son was 13. “Bob” pro­
posed after we had known 
each other, about a year, 
and he and Josie moved 
in with us a few months 
before we to marry.

Not long ,§fter, I had to 
tell Bob that I couldn’t 
marry him because of his 
daughter. Josie is 
pompous, spoiled, sarcas­
tic and self-absorbed (her 
dad agrees). Bob said if 
Josie was still a problem 
after we married, he 
would send her to live 
with her mother across 
town. I accepted those 
terms, and we married.

Things immediately 
went from bad to worse. A 
few months ago, I suggest­
ed it was time for Josie to 
live with her mother, as 
he had originally offered. 
However, Bob now claims 
he cannot recall our con­
versation and that I must 
be mistaken.

I am furious with Bob. 
He refuses to have Josie 
move out, and I feel he 
manipulated me into this 
mess. My health is suffer­
ing, and I don’t want my 
son in this turbulent situ­
ation. What should I do? 
— Trusting Your 
Judgment

Dear Trusting: Yes, Bob 
manipulated you. He 
should not have made any 
promises he was unwill­
ing to keep.

Josie should be 18 by 
now. If she is planning to 
attend college, we strong­
ly recommend you check 
out the dorms. If she is 
not going to continue her 
education, she should get 
a job and pay rent on her 
own apartment. If Bob 
refuses to encourage Josie 
to move out, insist on 
counseling so he under­
stands what is at stake.

Dear Annie: I laughed 
out loud when I read the 
responses you printed 
several months ago to the 
question, “When are you 
going to have kids?”

As a young mother of 
four, I often am asked, 
“When are you going to 
STOP having kid®?" i 
know we live in a society 
where American families 
have an average of 2.2 
kids, but my husband and 
I dearly love all our chil­
dren and work hard to 
raise them right. We

think of each one as a 
blessing.

I would love to have 
some witty remarks to use 
when people ask us that 
rude question. — Mama of 
Four, San Francisco Bay 
Area

Dear Mama of Four: As 
long as you can support 
them, you are entitled to 
have as many children as 
you want. However, since 
our readers enjoy putting 
in their two cents’ worth, 
we will print the best 
responses to your ques­
tion.

Dear Annie; I am 21 
years old. My grandfather 
helped me find a wonder­
ful job in his state, so I 
moved in with him. My 
grandma died about six 
months ago, so I felt I 
would be helping Grandpa 
out, and moving up the 
career ladder in the 
process.

Although I love Grandpa 
and am extremely grateful 
for his help, he is very 
stubborn. He absolutely 
will not take any of my 
money to help with rent 
or other expenses. He also 
won’t let me do much 
work around the house 
other than light cleaning, 
some cooking and laun­
dry.

Grandpa is in good 
health and is retired. I 
know he loves having me 
here, but he is hard to live 
with. The place is never 
heated or air-conditioned 
to my liking, and I don’t 
feel comfortable doing 
anything without his per­
mission. Also, what hap­
pens if I invite a guy 
over? I really want my 
own place, but I worry 
about leaving Grandpa 
alone with no one but his 
dog for company. Still, I ’d 
only be 10 minutes away. 
Please help me make the 
right decision. — Unsure 
in Wyoming

Dear Unsure: Dogs 
make great companions, 
and if you promise to stop 
by Grandpa’s often and 
call daily to check up on 
him, we think you should 
go ahead and find your 
own place. Don’t let guilt 
push you into doing some­
thing you resent.

Annie’s Mailbox is writ­
ten by Kathy Mitchell and 
Marcy Sugar, longtime 
editors o f the Ann Landers 
column. Please e-mail your 
questions to anniesmail- 
box@comcast.net, or write 
to: Annie's Mailbox. P.O. 
Box 118190, Chicago, IL  
fiofiii Tc ffnfi out more 
about Annie’s Mailbox, 
and read features by other 
Creators Syndicate writers 
and cartoonists, visit the 
Creators Syndicate Web 
page at www.creators.com.

c  2005 CREATORS SYN­
DICATE, INC.

http://www.creators.com
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This Date 
In History
By The Associated Press

Today is Monday, Feb. 
28, the 59th day of 2005. 
There are 306 days left in 
the year.

Today’s Highlight in 
History:

On Feb. 28, 1849, the 
ship “California” arrived 
at San Francisco, carry­
ing the first of the gold- 
seekers.

On this date:
In 1827, the first U.S. 

railroad chartered to 
carry passengers and 
freight, the Baltimore 
and Ohio Railroad 
Company, was incorpo­
rated.

In 1844, a 12-inch gun 
aboard the USS Princeton 
exploded, killing
Secretary of State Abel P. 
Upshur, Navy Secretary 
Thomas W. Gilmer and 
several others.

In 1861, the Territory of 
Colorado was organized.'

In 1953, scientists 
James D. Watson and 
Francis H.C. Crick dis­
covered the doubie-helix 
structure o f DNA, the 
molecule that contains 
the human genes.

In 1974, the United 
States and Egypt re-estab­
lished diplomatic rela­
tions after a seven-year 
break.

In 1975, more than 40 
people were killed in 
London’s Underground 
when a subway train 
smashed into the end o f a 
tunnel.

In 1986, Swedish Prime 
Minister Olof Palme was 
shot to death in central 
Stockholm.

In 1993, a gun battle 
erupted at a compound 
near Waco, Texas, when 
Bureau o f Alcohol, 
Tobacco and Firearms 
agents tried to serve war­
rants on the Branch 
Davidians; four agents 
and six Davidians were 
killed as a 51-day standoff
fwAcrnn

In 1996, Britain’s 
Princess Diana agreed to 
divorce Prince Charles.

Ten years ago: U.S. 
Marines swept ashore in 
Somalia to protect 
retreating U.N. peace­
keepers. Denver
International Airport 
opened after 16 months of 
delays and $3.2 billion in 
budget overruns.

Today’s Birthdays: 
Actor Charles Duming Is 
82. Svetlana Alliluyeva, 
daughter of Josef Stalin, 
is 79. Actor Gavin 
MacLeod Is 74. Actor Don 
Francks Is 73. Actor- 
director-dancer Tommy 
Tune is 66. Auto racer 
Mario Andretti is 65. 
Singm* Joe South is 65. 
Actor Frank Bonner is 63. 
Mercedes Ruehl is 57.
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Newsday Crossword IN THE KITCHEN by Gail Grabowski 
Edited by Stanley Newman 
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ACROSS

1 Hauled away, 
as a car 

6 Short-term 
worker

10 Cooling 
devices

14 Do figure 
eights

15 60 minutes
16 Fan-club 

favorite
17 Buyer’s 

maximum-to- 
minimum

19 Frequent 
ballad subject

20 Took a chair
21 Feline feet
22 Looked 

closely
24 Makes a 

wager
25 Package
26 Cool and calm
29 Yogi of 

baseball
30 Beseech
31 Finish second
32 Shower 

alternative
36 Economist 

Greenspan
37 Hill-building 

insect
38 Tennis great 

Nastase
39 Skin-powder 

ingredient
40 Black-and- 

white cookie
41 Trapper’s trap
42 Pigpen sounds
44 Truck fuel
45 Pasta toppers
47 Rhyme writer
48 Glistens
49 Bullring 

shouts

50 Perform 
on stage

53 Endure
54 Arithmetic 

student's 
memorization

57 Doing nothing
58 Saudi citizen
59 Map 

collection
60 Elk relative
61 Unusual
62 Leaks slowly

DOWN
1 Sugar amts.
2 Cajun 

vegetable
3 “Hold on!”
4 And so forth: 

Abbr.
5 Swimming 

pool section
6 Defrosts

7 Years and 
years

8 Beer holder
9 Get set

10 Office ' 
furniture

11 Like a lot
12 Work of fiction
13 Toboggan
18 Fixed charge
23 Mess up
24 Accountant, 

jocularly
25 Pasta topper
26 Petty quarrel
27 Singer 

Fitzgerald
28 Authentic
29 Femur and 

fibula
31 Escapades
33 “W hat a pity!”
34 Air-filled 

wheel

35 Part of a sock
40 Low

film rating
41 Acapulco 

naps
43 Soda cooler
44 Performs
45 W hat trees 

provide
46 Airliner 

walkway
47 West Point 

freshman
48 Lost traction
49 Sharif of film
5 0  ______-bodied

(physically fit)
51 Applaud
52 Thomas 

Hardy 
heroine

55 Keogh 
relative

56 Had dinner
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