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$137 billion

Economic output in
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Jobs sustained in
the Permian Basin

James Durbin/Reporter-Telegram

A pumpjack — a small component of the Permian Basin's substantial economic growth — bobs-as it pulis oil from the ground at sunset In Midland

on Nov. 8, 2012.

Tech study shows industry’s
impact inside Permian Basin

Editor's note: This is the first in a series looking at the “Economic
impact of the Permian Basin Oill and Gas Industry” a study released
Thursday by Texas Tech University and the Permian Basin Petroleum
Association.

By Stewart Doreen

sdoreen@mrt.com

LUBBOCK — It’s no a secret that the o1l and gas industry
has an impact on Midland County and the Permian Basin. But
on Thursday, Texas Tech University released a study which
attached figures to that impact.

B A $42 billion economic impact in Midland County.

@ $137 billion in economic output generated in the 46 coun-
ties of the Permian Basin in 2012.

B8 More than 546,000 jobs sustained in the Permian Basin.

8 The largest rig count of any region in the world (469 as of
Dec. 27, 2013)

In a report full of “off-the-chart™ statistics on the 2013
impact of oil and gas inside the oil patch, Texas Tech profes-
sors, researchers and contributors noted not only the oil and
gas industry’s dominance, but the opportunity for sustainable
growth for the region and a more stable economy than has
been experienced in the past, as well.

“This (report) will open a lot of eyes to the actual impact,”

said Ben Shepperd, president of the Permian Basin Petroleum
Association. "It is off the charts and growing.

Texas Tech University prepared the report for the PBPA
Shepperd said that, while people in the industry hear the “con-
tinual drumbeat of national and statewide totals, he was not
familiar with any study that focused on the “Permian — the
oil-producing region he called the “granddaddy.” This report.
he said, will help tell what the Permian Basin means to Texas
and the nation.

In Texas alone, the regional o1l and gas industry contrnibuted
more than $60.2 billion to the gross state product. The Perm-
1an Basin also was home to 56 percent of the rnigs in Texas
27 percent of the total rigs in the U.S., according to the report

“Part of our challenge is telling our story, the jobs out here.
Shepperd said. “Most members of the Texas Legislature don 1
live in West Texas. It is up to us to tell the positive o1l and gas
story that exists.”

Bradley Ewing, a professor of Energy Economics at Tech s
Rawls College of Business, said the report solidified the Perm-
ian Basin's importance in the global economy. The report said
the Permian Basin was home to 14 percent of the world's ngs

“Going forward, we have the idea that this is big.” Ewing
said. ““The other parts of the world, they will learn what 15

Please see IMPACT/4A

By the numbers: Statistics about the industry boom’s impact on the Permian Basin

ol B _ f. -
. ¥

: :
1 L]
AReRes e s R A deaR R s AN AR a RN RE RN N B sRdn sispsssdasanand -'137-nw

ﬁ

. - R AP 'm.n m
' . ‘ -.r LAl o o L R e e L L e A A L L L L L PR T AR TS RN R ’17!“ m
2 S T iy e e e R L R T R ilill.‘1 1'” m

LI L R R TR R T R L R ] (FRET RS R AR R R R N L l“ln m

L R A R R T R R L R R N R R R R R R R R R R BESAgEFIRRERBEES

(AT N RN R LR R R R R R AR RN RS RN A PR LEE & B
e L LTI oo
L L T T T samassnenEe
Tl nImm I oo
ﬂWllﬂimﬂi-ﬂHt-lﬂi-llli-llﬂilﬂrii
: T R e R R L R LR
_ Hnnmm
il
‘ : ltiitﬁtt‘Il-rtliiillli!i!lli
K 3
SAFINIIRINERN
R e T T e
LTI
e - .
- lliiui-iil-i---rtiiiiqllllltiiiqy 4

P T

Total employement in the Permian
e 148,378

e 244 074

-
T R P R T T TN T AT R AL L fsssssnsdinnne Posssscsssvsntnsntssssnsnesdifssan .

SERESEENets ses s ssasltnsssasaeREtsasas iRt issRsRRsan bR hee -“m

’ s pa—— e e L L s R R L L b bbb i ‘lm
M 1 113 22020 sessnantisssaiibassnssabagasvadnssnasrsiosnsnnens sgesddnaa tlm
e L e L L Ll L L Ll """“1

sisnassappesalss naeddibiess e it atgsandtangannanty T LITE TR L A "‘“"IH.”

L] ey BN
A s sassbsndieasanan ......"-"-".“. .......... apaBEReReRARERER s e s AR FERE “I‘..‘“m

m wo |

Incoming
chairwoman

details

Midland First
Initiative
By Joseph Basco

tbasco@mrt.com

Incoming Midland Chamber of Com
merce Board of Directors Chairwoman
LLaura Roman. taking an idea from urban
studies theornist Richard Flonda, sad
there 1s a difference between qualhity of
life and quality of place

Quality of life 15 on an individual
level. such as health circumstances and
relationships with others. Roman said
Quality of place. though. 1s on a commu
nity level

“We've all made a decision to make
Midland home.” Roman said “loday s
pcnple have d glnhul choice that [ht:}-
can choose from. and most of the time.
especially with younger individuals.
they choose a place to live and then hnd
work there. So we have to be extremely
competitive with the factors that make
Midland the type of place people want to
lay down their roots and have their
businesses.

With that in mind. Roman unveiled
the purpose of Midland First. a group
comprised of representatives from each
local taxing entity. area nonprofits and
area businesses. Midland First wishes (o
make Midland better in many aspects by
improving local infrastructure, education.
culture and other quahty-of-place 1Ssues

“There 1s very much a sense of urgency

Please see MIDLAND FIRST/4A

Ector County
judge
assigned
to train
wreck trial

By Joseph Basco

ibasco@mrt.com

After a repeat cycle of recusal and reas
signment. followed by objections from
the reassignment. the Nov. 15, 2012 train
wreck lawsuit now has an Ector County
District Judge presiding

Judge James Rush of the Ector County
244th District Court has been selected
to take over the tnal. He was assigned
on Wednesday by Dean Rucker, presid-
ing judge of the Seventh Administrative
Judicial Region

Rush will be traveling from Odessa to
the Midland County Courthouse to pre-
side over any hearings or the tnal itself
and everything else related to the case
will still happen in Midland. according to
Rush’s court staff in Ector County.

A hearing set for today was canceled
but one on Sept. 12 is still scheduled. ac
cording to Midland County 441st Distnict
Court staff. The jury trnial on Jan. 26 1s
still on schedule

Rush is the third judge assigned to the
train wreck case in Midland after Mid-
land County 44 1th District Court Judge
Rodney Satterwhite recused himself from
the case again on Aug. 14. Retired Judge
Robert Moore 1l from Big Spring was
the second judge to be assigned to the
case in Midland.

Satterwhite previously recused himself

Please see TRIAL/M4A
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Mary Dearen 6878852 % Riv-
mdearen @ mrt.com . ers’ “Fashion Po- .
e ‘ lice” pa ! “I'm com- -
= Nmm | . pletely heartbroken by the
MANAG — loss of my beloved Joan.
| mme:?z?ym Not only was she my boss, |
M:""" ) she was and will always -
BESansem be my toacher, therapist,
B ASSISTANT MANAGING |
| mmn'ﬂkr—l nmn (ENT = ever knew. She was family | ¢ 2014 at
Megan Lea Buck 678571 | and [ will never forget her. | Church Chapel at 1:00 p.m. with the
‘ Laughter will be difficult | j5 Midland. e . . ~
mbuck @mrt.com : - .
. ” : to pipkin@nts-online.net or court
| or a while but when I'm Eva was born on Decem- on can visit website at
B SPORTS EDITOR sad, lonely or upsetall I | ber 10, 1925 to Carol and by e e v -
Len Hayward 687-8846 will have to do is think of | Eva Barton in Dallas, Texas. B B I '
lhayward @mrt.com Joan and a smile will cross | Eva graduated from Midland \ 1
my face. ... I will miss you | High School. She married the k\ wallen O
W OIL EDITOR deeply and will always love of her life, Mal Kidwell, & L\ #Garcia |
Mella McEwen 687-8860 hear your voice in my head | in October of 1947, Eva was . ™ n -
mmcewen @mrt.com saying, ‘My darling getout | a homemaker and enjoyed Fu ral Dorothy Mae Phillips, 83,
there and be yﬁu!'" | cooking and spendm time 2508 N Big Spring - Vilihad TV . AR 42079 of Midland, passed away on £
@ PHOTO EDITOR David Letterman in with her family and g‘lellll ' August 29, 2014. (;:arr
Tim Fischer 687-8833 Thursday’s “Late Show”: | but most of all her grandchil- Graveside services are on
tfischer @ mrt.com “Here's a woman, a real dren and great-grandchildren. with Nalley-Pickle 'ﬁ'_fﬂ!‘g
pioneer for ether women Eva loved life to the fullest. & Welch Funeral Home & L,n.l |
B CITY & COUNTY looking for careers in She was a genuinely bubbly ' Bell ch
REPORTER stand-up comedy. And talk | person that always wanted to. A,f ;e
| 22, and
Joseph Basco 687-885 ] about guts — she would make people feel welcome. acted &
)basco @mrt.com come out here and sit In Eva is survived by her son, | M'. ; ;nh :g g:
this chair and say some Danny and wife, Laune s idland, passed away on s
% EDUCATION BEPORTER | things that were unbeliev- | Kidwell of Midland, Texas; o August 13, 2014. g
- “"':' 168 ' able, just where you would | sister, Betty McDearmon of. Graveside  services are Eorin t;
i com have to swallow pretty Atlanta, Georgia, - 3 &
N hard. but it was hilarious | in-law, Suzanne | . off an :
ASSIGNMENTS . The force of her comedy | husband, T"ﬁb . of Cres
: was overpowering.” exas, N '
ket ST i Do ik | g, ey Kl o s
. _ oan is gone. - e The m:
B ENTERTAINMENT K!“;”:‘;‘“B hnfir‘ “’f‘-""kmg 2 occupa
WRITER with her and enjoying ' | \ 2
s the fun times of life with | Kara and husband, Brian Bell | through . rt "Sob" s
687-8859 her was special. She will of Ft. Worth, Texas; grand- | Juan's greatest joy was m and de!
jriopez @ mrt.com always be in our hearts. ... daughter, Stephanie and | spending time with his fami- , to the 1
Joan we will miss you_" hUSba“d, ROb Ma.rSha“ Uf ]y He also Cﬂjoyed raISlﬂg RM -Bﬂb" HlnShaw 82, Mld Fndayi wcmw 5 threw |
B FEATURES WRITER | Comedian Kathy Grif- | Abilene, Texas; and two | and tending to his goats. He | joined our Lord in Heaven on | 2014, at Gaines County Cem- RS
Steve Kuhimann | fin in a tweet: “A legend. great-granddaughters, | had volunteered for many | Monday September 1, 2014. etery. | | .
687-8870 | a friend, a mentor, an icon, Conally Bell and Emily Bell | years in the Grandfather A funeral service was held Manuel is survived by four
ubimann @ con and wildly funny. One of a | OTELWOMD Tette | v s “ranps | o 1090 s s the Ewond | s W
kind. RIP .." 1S In y was wn as pa U am. al mw
CIRCULATION Comedian-actress-writ- | her husband, Mal Kidwell, | by all the children. He had | Funeral Home Chapel. Undine Kernodie
@ CUSTOMER SERVICE er Amy Poehler: “What a and son, Randy Kidwell. recently developed a special Bob was born on Septem- September 3, 2014, was a -
688-2700 full life. Every woman in The family appreciates the bond with his great grandson, | ber I4. 2014, in Sweetwater, | bittersweet day for Undine
comedy is indebted to her. loving care by all the staff | Elijah, who was by his side | Texas, to the proud parents | Kemodle as she left her fami-
B DIRECTOR She was there at the begin- and caregivers at Manor | to assist him in his later | Leo Hinshaw and Helma | ly on Earth to join her Savior M
Vincent Cone 687-8829 ning and funny to the end. Park, Poppy Flowers, and | years. | Schubert. | | and loved ones in Heaven. vian
vcone @ mrt.com RIP Joan.” HOSPIFC Midland. | Juan was a loving husband, He cnhsted with the Unites Her I!fe will Ix. remem- pr
Host-producer Ryan In lieu of flowers, the fami- | father, grandfather, and great | States Air Force. Bob met his bered with a graveside serv-
ADVERTISING Seacrest: “She was ly soggests memorials be | grandfather. He will be beautiful wife Mary Jayne | ice Friday, at 11:00 a.m. at Am
B REGIONAL VICE trailblazing. Hysterical donated to Manor Park, 2208 | remembered for generosity | Smith at the Red Rooster | Trinity Memorial Park. and Wi
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" g omedian Joan Rivers dead at 81
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. | , early .
Associated Press At 3 % ¥y ) M replaced by actress Lisa Rinna. rted
CLASSIFIED ADS . S F ¥ ' h’ But the Rivers’ women found f:, mo
el Joan Rivers. the raucous, acid-  *° SIS T > new success on E! with “Fashion prostit
Bt com tongued comedian who crashed d %) SES W " L Police,” which Rivers hosted and A it
the male-dominated realm of _r 5 » N her daughter produced. .
PRODUCTION late-night talk shows and turned | Joan %l:vm never relaxed, UT v
® DIRECTOR traffic
. Hollywood red carpets into danger always looking for the next and transp
SUNS SSamEan. 06 /=584 zones for badly dressed celebrities, better punchline. e e
jmaddox @ mrt.com died mumy_ S:; was 81 “The trouble with me is, | make or ent
Rivers died at Mount Sinai Hos- jokes too often,” she told the AP - '
FREQlIJ‘EEIETLY pital in New York, surrounded by in 2013, just days after the death :':;f:l
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QUESTIONS Melissa Rivers said. She was hos- ing jokes yesterday at the funeral :j'(“rp“’
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B Bow cam | Melissa Rivers said. “Although husband of 23 years, committed
can [ handie a biling | that is difficult to do right now, | suicide in 1987 after she was fired |
C'"im“hh on: 688.2700 know her final wish would be that from her Fox talk show, which he
Advertising: 687.8843 we return to laughing soon.” AP file photo  produced. The show’s failure was
| Under the immobile, plas- o wr. 2 major factor, Rivers said. Rosen-
tic surgery-crafted veneer that Fame dur-  perg's suicide also temporarily
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way into a comedy world belong- | told The York Times in 1990.
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DEA arrests woman it
calls ‘Grandmother of Heroin’

By Rye Druzin

rdruzin@mrt.com

Seventy-nine-year-old Lidia Alvarez has been coined
Midland’s “Grandmother of Heroin” by the Drug En-
forcement Agency after she and her son, 54-year-old
Domingo Alvarez, were arrested Tuesday in possession
of 21 ounces of the drug, according to DEA agent Dante
Sorianello.

WDEAunMMdndmgsmwthlﬁﬂm |

They face more than 40-years in fetleral prisonon
charges of possession with intent to distribute a controlled
substance, according to U.S Attomey Brandi Young.

Young said the mother and son are being held umﬂ lhey
canbebroughtmfmntofafcdcra]cmm -

Sorianello called the arrests a big achievement.

“These le were probably the l:nggcst heroin traf-
fickers in County at this time,” Sorianello said.
“They’ll pmbably be replaced, of course, but that amount
of heroin eguates to mmatcly 8,400 dosage units.
Some addtcts would our to five a day, but when you
get into the thousands you n: talking a lot.”

The case was forwardcd to the DEA by Midland Coun-
ty Sheriff Gary Painter after 19-year-old Midlander Haley
Brianne l(cmp died from a heroin overdose in June.

Painter said that he worked with the DEA because
federal charges carry longer sentences.

“They have a stricter law regarding contributing to
a person’s death by the use of narcotics,” Painter said.
“Anytime that we find someone who died of an overdose,
if we can find the name of the person who provided them
with the drug, we are going to go after them in federal

court. I'm hoping (the Alvarezes) get 20 years to keep

them out of the com:mmty
At the time of her arrest, Lidia Alvarez was on federal
jon for a June 2006 drug trafficking conviction, ac-

cm'din; to the website FindLaw.com.

- The Alvarezes were arrested in connection (o an
investigation pertaining to Kemp's death. The young
woman was found dead off a county road a mile south of
Midland’s city limits and it was determined she died as a
resylt of a cocaine and heroin overdose.

Her led to the arrest of Christopher Snyder
and R Aiken, the last two people Kemp was with
Before her death, Painter said.

The men were arrested June 4 on possession of heroin
charges. They admitted to moving Kemp's body after she
died, wcordmg to police reports.

They were arrested again on Aug. 8 on federal charges
of distribution of heroin resulting in death.

The DEA then pursued leads into heroin traffickers in
the Midland area.

The Alvarezes have had a history of drug trathcking In
Midland, and multiple family members were implicated
in the 2006 case, including Alvarez’s husband, son and
grandson, according to FindLaw.com.

But, although he believes that heroin is dangerous no
matter the amount, Sorianello said the main issue the
Midland DEA office faces now is the prevalence of meth-
amphem:mnc

“(Methamphetamine) is coming into the Permian Basin
in multi-pound quantitics. You know we have a lot of
money coming in from the boom, and drug dealers are
taking advantage of it,” Sorianello said. “In the last two
years, meth has literally taken over the bulk of our
investigations.”

Police pursuit ends with the arrest of four

From staff reports

Four people were arrested Saturday
on charges of engaging in organized
criminal activity after a robbery near
Midkiff Road and Wadley Avenue.

Larell Thompson, 21, Dylan
Bellesheim, 17, Chelsea Navarette,
22, and a 15-year-old male were ar-
rested after a brief pursuit following
an aggravated robbery reported to
police at approximately 11:15 p.m.
Saturday, according to a press release
from the city.

A man told police he was dropping
off an acquaintance in the 1900 block
of Crescent Place when, according
to the release, a white car pulled up
behind him, blocking the dnveway. ship
The man said that one of the car’s

seat called 911.

then ran back to the passenger side of
the car. The alleged victim returned
to his own vehicle and followed the
car, while a friend in the passenger’s

Nearby police heard the broadcast
regarding the robbery and found the
white car traveling southbound at
a high rate of spee
Drive. Police followed the car west
on Wadley and attempted to conduct
a traffic stop, but the vehicle con-
tinued to accelerate west on Wadley
Avenue, weaving between other
vehicles. Officers lost sight of the
vehicle as the road bent to the north
past Loop 250. but found 1t again on
the west side of Stonegate Fellow-

. The car had hit a trash bin and
the suspects had fled the vehicle.

d on Greenbnar

stolen to the Odessa Police Depart-
ment, and there were several pieces
of evidence found in the vehicle,
according to the release.

The four.suspects were charged
with engaging in organized criminal
activity for the aggravated assault.
Thompson faces additional charges
of unauthorized use of a motor ve-
hicle and evading arrest or detention
with a motor vehicle. and Navarette
is also facing the charge of unauthor-
1zed use of a motor vehicle.

Thompson was being held Thurs-
day on a $25.000 bond for engaging
in organized criminal activity charge.
a $5.000 bond for an evading arres!
charge. and a $10.000 bond for an
unauthorized use of a vehicle charge.

Bellesheim was being held Thursday

 Teen gets life sentence
for killing 6-year-old

Associated Press

FORT WORTH — A
' North Texas teenager
accused of sexually as-
saulting and suffocating
a 6-year-old girl whose
naked body was found
wrapped in a tarp on a resi-
dential street last summer
was sentenced Thursday to
. life in prison after pleading
- guilty.
. Tarrant County pros-
- ecutors said Tyler Lane
{ Holder, 18, of Saginaw,
pleaded guilty to three
separate charges: murder in
the death of his neighbor.
Alanna Gallagher; arson
for setting the girl’s home
on fire almost three weeks
after per body was found:
and attempted capital mur-
der for shooting a police
officer as he was being ar-
. rested in the girl’'s death
“Today a dangerous
. killer was brought to jus-
| tice.” Deputy Chief Dastrict
- Attorney Bob Gill said in a
news release.
Prosecutors, who said
. DNA linked Holder to the
- crime, said that in ex-
. change for the guilty pleas.
| they agreed to a life sen-
' tence on the murder charge
' and 20 years on the arson
 charge, to be served con-
" currently. They also agreed
| to a 40-year prison term
- for the dllcmpted capital
. murder charge, which will
' be served consecutively.
- Holder must serve at
| least 50 years before parole
can be considered.
Gallagher’s body was
" found wrapped 1n a tarp on
| July 1, 2013, on a residential

B = — —_— ——

Dolly P. Doctor, MD
Board Certified in Internal Medicine
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street in Saginaw, north of
Fort Worth. Her head was
covered with plastic bags
and her wrists and ankles
were bound with duct tape.
On July 19, 2013, her fam-
ily’s car and a portion of
their home were set on fire

When officers went to ar-
rest Holder at s home on
July 23, 2013, he pulled out
a gun and fired. Arlington
police Detective Charles
LLodatto, who was on the
task force investigating the
slaying, was struck. Holder
was also shot by his own
weapon. Lodatto survived
and 1s back at work

The girl’s mother, Laura
Gallagher, read a statement
in Court, saying “Owur house
1s emptier, and quieter and
sadder. We carry around a
heavy hard stone of pain
where our hearts used to be
And it's your fault.”

She told him that 1t was
good he was going to prnison
<0 that he won’t be able 0
hurt other children. “But 1t
does not repay for what you
have done. It does not bnng
her back to us.” she said.

Prosecutors said that
although Holder was
intially charged with
capital murder. prosecutors
decided to proceed on the
lesser charge of murder
Tu”n%mg a decision h} the
L'.S Supreme Court 1n late
2012 declaring mandatory
life sentences unconstitu-
nonal for detendants under
the age of 1¥. In Texas.
defendants convicted of
capital murder who are |3
and older get an automatic
life sentence with no pos-
sibility of parole

Specializing Care in:
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occupants, who was wearing a black
mask over his head, pointed what ap-
peared to be a small handgun at him
and demanded his wallet, according
to the release. The alleged victim
threw his wallet on the ground and

it was retrieved by the suspect. who

according to the release.

Officers located Navarette hiding
on the side of the trash bin and found
the other three suspects crouched
in the bed of a pickup parked in the
church’s parking lot. Police discov-
ered that the car had been reported as

on a $25,000 bond for an engaging n
organized cnminal activity charge.

Navarette was being held Thursday
on a $25.000 bond for an engaging
in organized criminal activity charge
and a $10.000 bond for an unauthor-
1zed use of a vehicle charge
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EL PASO
Man gets life term for
prostitution scam

A man who lured girls
and women from Mexico
into prostitution with false
newspaper advertisements
for U.S. jobs must serve
life in federal prison.

Charles Marquez was
sentenced Wednesday 1n
El Paso.

Prosecutors said the
victims from 2007 through
early 2012 were trans-
ported to El Paso, put up
in motels and forced into
prostitution.

A jury in November
convicted Marquez of sex
trafficking of a minor,
transporting for prostitu-
tion, conspiracy to coerce
or entice a minor to engage

in sexually explicit activity,

coercion or enticement,
importation of an un-
documented immigrant for
immoral purpose and sex
trafficking by force, fraud
or coercion.

Authorities said Mar-
quez conspired with
Martha Jimenez Sanchez
of Ciudad Juarez, Mexico.
She pleaded guilty in
2012 to transportation for
prostitution but fled before

r
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sentencing and remains a
fugitive

SAN ANGELO
Charge upgraded in
slaying of girl,

A West Texas man faces
a capital murder charge af-
ter allegedly breaking into
his ex-girlfriend’s home
and fatally stabbing her
S-year-old daughter.

Tom Green County jail
records show 23-year-old
Isidro Miguel Delacruz Jr.
of San Angelo was being
held Thursday on $1 mil-
lion bond.

Online jail records don't
list an attorney for Dela-
cruz, who was arrested
following Tuesday’s attack
and initially charged with
murder.

San Angelo police on
Wednesday said the charge
was upgraded in the death
of Naiya Villegas. Police
say Delacruz also allegedly
attacked the child’s mother
and her grandmother at the
residence but both women
have injuries not believed
to be life-threatening.

Police have not released
a possible motive for the
attacks.

Investigators said Dela-

1

cruz 1s not related to the
slain girl.

LAREDO
Police fatally shoot
man with pellet gun

South Texas police said
a man fatally shot by offi-
cers over the weekend was
armed with a pellet gun
replica of a semi-automatic
handgun.

LLaredo Police Chief Ray
(Garner said the six officers
who shot at 30-year-old
Jose Walter Garza have
been placed on adminis-
trative leave, pending an
internal investigation.

A police spokesman said
authorities received an
emergency call Saturday
about a man with a gun at
the West Laredo truck stop.
He says officers negotiated
with Garza for about five
minutes before the shoot-
ing. The spokesman said

of Cincinnati. He 1
specializes in Cran

an officer fired the first
shot before Garza pointed
his weapon at the officers.
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4206 W. Loop 250 <5
Midland, TX 79707

432-520-3134 ext. /

KEVIN COOK, M.D.
BOARD CERTIFIED
IN PLASTIC SURGERY

Dr. Cook graduated from medical school at
the University of Texas Medical Branch in
Galveston and completed his Plastic, Recon-
structive and Hand residency at the University
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The average person makes about 1,140 telephone calls each year.

Stressed is Desserts spelled backwards.

MIDLAND SURGICAL ASSOCIATES, P.A.

Is pleased to announce our association with

DR COOK IS AVAILABLE BY APPOINTMENT
BEGINNING SEPTEMBER 1, 2014
PLEASE CALL 432-697-1061
2405 WEST MISSOURI AVENUE * MIDLAND, TX 79701
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the first of each month at
- Scharbauer Center Carrasco
Room. This month's topic is under-
graduate research opportunities.
Faculty will describe ongoing student
research projects and students who
did ressarch at other locations over
the summerwill give-an overview of
their expernences.

The public is invited 10 attend
and pizza will be served. For more
information, call 685-4556.

B Permian Toastmasters 1509,
noon, Midiand Hispanic Chamber
of Commerce, 208 S. Marienleld;
Celeste Perez, 682-2960 or celeste @
midiandhcc.com.

Candidate on tour

B Kathie Glass, libertarian guber-
natorial candidate, will visit Midiand
Saturday as part of her “Texas 254
Tour” Glass will be hosting a volun-
teer workshop at Abuelos's 2008 W.
Loop 250 N. beginning at 3:30 p.m.
Members of the public are welcome
0 atlend.

Other cities on the West Texas part
of her tour include Abilene, Big Spring

and San Angelo.

Water usage

(Includes deliveries from the
Colorado River Municipal Water
Oistrict, TBar Ranch and Paul Davis
well fields)

Aug. 27: 29,320,000 gallons
Aug. 28: 22,388,000 gallons
Aug. 29: 19,186,000 gallons
Aug. 30: 24,122,000 gallons
Sunday:. 22,407,000 gallons
Monday: 23,157,000 gallons
Tuesday: 25,308,000 gallons
Wednesday: 27,548,000 galions

The average CRWMD deliver 10
Midland in August was 16,533,583
gallons. The current average in
September is 16,264,000,

Source: City of Midland

Lake Levels
2012

12.64
0.21
0.73

2013 2014
1658 16.82
517 148
208 122

Note: Listed is the percentage of
the lakes that are full

e
Spence
Thomas

Source: CRMWD

hmhwl

Cheapest gas: $3.08 (Sam's Club,
Tradewinds/State Highway 191)

Most expensive gas: $3.49 (Fina,
Loop 250/NCR 1140)

Most common prices: $3.19,

$3.29

prices in West Texas:
Midiand $3.08, San Angelo $3.09,
Lubbock $3.10, Odessa $3.17,
Abilene $3.18

Midiand-Odessa Texas
$3.266 $3.230
$3.286 $3.241

Lastmonth $3.444 $3.329

_ast year $3.421 $3.409

Correction

Thursday
_ast week

w.ﬁnhdmmm
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the error.

Lottery

Pick 3 moming: 8-9-8
Pick 3 day: 5-3-7

ma--:m
Daly A eparning. 0164
Dally

8953

4 night: 1679
Five: 4-12-20-24-34
B8
Al or 1-2-3-5-
-24
All or
8-11-15-1
28-9-11.
12-:15- 2-23
or 16-10-13
1+ﬂ-17m |
In 1838, Sam Houston was
elected president of the Republic of
in 1938,
broken out in Presigent
dectaring U.S: neutrality
In 1981, President John F |
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Boby Burns president and CEO of Midiand Chamber of Commeice presents John
at the Chamber of Commerce annual meeting.

volunteer of the year award
the awards and other winners in Opinion, Page 6A.

MioLanp FirsT

From 1A

to get these problems addressed quickly,
which is why it has to be a collaboration,”
Roman said after the meeting. “It’s not
just the chamber. The chamber is working
with the city of Midland, Midland County,
the school system, college and hospital so
that we're ready to have possibly 200,000
le by 2020.” -

She explained the Midland First plan
at the chamber’s annual meeting Thurs-
day, in front of members who come from
banks, educational institutions, hospital,
oil companies and taxing entities.

“We don’t have mountains or a river
that runs through here,” Roman said.

“But what we do have are our people and
strong value system.”

Roman then talked about the value sys-
tem and unique qualities of Midland that
allow an individual of the community to
“be inspired and empowered to reach their

recusals, Satterwhite did not state a reason
for doing so.

“The court on its own motion found that
it would be in the best interest of justice
and the litigants to this proceeding that the
Court voluntarily recuse itself from any
further role in this litigation,” Satterwhite
stated in his Aug. 14 recusal order.

Satterwhite was involved with the train
wreck case after his first recusal as early as
April 2014, when plaintiffs filed another suit
in Midland County while the veterans and
defendants Union Pacific and Smith Indus-

ounty

After the Texas Supreme Court decided
to keep Midland as the venue, Sat-
terwhite handled the influx of case matters
in Midland County in the refiled lawsuit.
Both lawsuits in Midland County were
eventually consolidated.

On the same day Satterwhite recused
himself a second time, Rucker, as he
did in March 2013, reassigned Moore to
the case.

But then some of the in
the train wreck trial, veterans and their
spouses and children affected by the train
wreck, obj to Moore’s ment on
Aug. 22. plaintiffs argued the objec-
tion makes Moore’s removal mandatory
and automatic, adding that it is not neces-

Tim Telegram

with the
about

fullest potential.” The characteristics are:
culturally enriching, promoting wellness,
enhancing knowledge, spiritually growing,
serving others and pioneering.

At the end of the Midland First pre-
sentation, Roman asked the audience to
give feedback on what they want to see
in Midland by sticking notes on the wall
before they left Midland Center. The notes
were placed in sections labeled after each
of Midland First's identified community
qualities.

Several of the -ticky notes had commu-
nity events, dog p ks, hike and bike trails,

and retail =.ores, s.~h as Central Market

and Macy's written on them.

“Because of our economy, businesses
want to be here,” Roman said after the
meeting. “But | think they look at what
those challenges we're facing right now.
And if we don’t step up and get those fixes
quickly, we’ll lose that opportunity.”

sary to state a reason for the objection,
according to the Aug. 22 objection.

UP then requested on Aug. 26 that the
plaintiff's objection be overruled and that
Moore should still be the presiding judge,
arguing that the plaintiffs’ objection was
not timely.

Rucker took it upon !
matter on Tuesday, sustaining the plaintiffs’
objection to Moore’s assignment and put-
ting Rush on the case the next day.

Military veterans and spouses being
honored during nonprofit Show of Sup-
port’s Hunt for Heroes annual parade on
Nov. 15, 2012, were injured in a collision
that occurred at the South Garfield Street

railroad crossing. One of two parade floats |

veterans and was navi-

gating gh the crossing as a Union
Pacific train

Four veterans died as a result of the

collision.

Most of the veterans, spouses and fam- I

the wreck sued

ited or item In a correctional facility,
and uniawful possession of a firearm by a felon.

. in

Sales tax numbers, home

S

in the nation. The report
showed no county felt the
| of the oil and gas
more than Mid-
land. Almost $11 billion
in total labor income and
more than $42.8 billion in
total impact put Midland
in a league of its own. Ec-
tor County was second in
impact ($17.6 billion), Lea
County, New Mexico, was
third ($11.1 billion). Mid-
land, Ector and Lea were
also the top three when it

~ came to employment.

“This economic impact
has legs to it,” Shepperd
said. “Because of techno-
logical advances, we can
expect the level of activity
to continue. I think there
is truth to it lasting for
decades to come.”

&
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- Felon arrested for
possessing a firearm

A Midland man was
arrested for allegedly pos-

.| sessing a firearm after be-

ing convicted of a felony.
%Aichsl Wade Weich,
34, was
held on a
$20,500
bond for
a third-
degree
felony
charge of
unlawfu
posses-
sion of a
firearm
by a felon and for a class
B misdemeanor charge of
theft.

A Sheriff’s Office
deputy was called out to
South County Road 1289
on Wednesday at 5:46 p.m.
in reference to an advise of
rights.

The alleged victims
claimed that the incident
occurred at 1:50 a.m. on
Wednesday moming when
Mr. Welch approached
them in their vehicle, stop-
ping them from closing
one of the front doors.
They then realized that Mr.
Welch was holding a hand-
gun at them and not saying
anything. He then pointed
the gun at the ground and
pulled the trigger, but
the gun did not fire. The
alleged victims then left
the scene before he could
reload.

The deputy went to
Welch’s home, where
Welch denied being in-
volved in the incident nor
having a gun. Welch gave
the officer verbal consent
to search his residence.
When the deputy entered
the bedroom he noticed a
gun ine on the floor.
He then found a Firestar
9mm semi auto handgun in
a bathroom cabinet. Welch
was arrested as he was not
allowed to have a firearm
due to a previous felony
Conum .

If convicted Welch
could face up to 10 years

$2.000 fine forj%lic class B
misdemeanor.

‘ A b
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arrived at the home to find
Jastal wearing shorts and
no shirt standing in the
yard of a residence. When
approached by the officer,
Jastal resisted requests to
sit down and was forced to
the ground by the officer.

According to the af-
fidavit, the alleged victim
said that when she tried
to leave Jastal’s home he
became angry. After she
got in her vehicle, Jastal
punched it but caused no
damage. Jastal then alleg-
edly pulled her out of the
vehicle, dragged her across
the street and kicked her
in the stomach multiple
times. When she ran to get
help, Jastal dragged her
back across the street, took
her shirt off and started
squeezing her throat with
his arm.

Jastal claimed he and the
alleged victim were intoxi-
cated and that she had hit
him in the hip with a large
rock and on the head with
a smaller rock while he
was sleeping.

While Jastal was in the
police vehicle he was told
that he was under arrest
for assault family vio-
lence. He became agitated
and started trying to kick
the windows and hit his
forehead on the passenger
side back window. He
did not comply with of-
ficers requests for him to
stop. When he was being
booked in the jail, he gave
his name but refused to
give his date of birth.

If convicted Jastal could
face up to 10 years and
a $10,000 fine for the
third-degree felony, up to
one year and $4,000 for
resisting arrest, and up to
a $500 fine for refusing to
identify.

Woman held on
drug possession

A 39-year-old Mid-
land woman was arrested
Wednesday for felony
possession of methamphet-
amine.

Sabrynna Gwynne
Grantham was held on a

$20,500

bond for
a third-

degree
felony

charge of
posses-
sion of a
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Associated Press

NEW YORK - Police
handcuffed dozens of pro-
twmvhoblochdﬂl’ﬁc
in dozens of cities across

in their latest attempt to
escalate efforts to Mc-

i'

othufut-

protests,
planned by labor organiz-

mforaboml.'t{)mues

have switched up their
tactics every few months
to bring attention to the

ence on Thursday, which
they predicted might lead
1O arrests.

In New York, 19 people
were arrested on Thursday
for blocking traffic, with at
least three people wearing
McDonald’s uniforms tak-
en away by police officers
after standing in the middle
of a busy street near Times
Square. About two dozen
protesters were detained In
Detroit after they wouldn't
move out of a street near
a McDonald’s restaurant.
Others were apprehended
by police in Chicago, Las
Vegas, Philadelphia, At-
lanta, Miami and Denver.

In Milwaukee, Demo-
cratic U.S. Congress-
woman Gwen Moore was
taken away in handcuffs by
police for blocking traffic
at a McDonald's.

“] take great pride in
supporting Milwaukee
workers as they risk arrest
in pursuit of a brighter to-
morrow for théir families,”
Moore said in a statement
through her communica-
tions director, Eric Harris.

Tyree Johnson also was
among those hauled away
in Chicago. Johnson earns
$8.45 an hour after work-
ing at a Chicago McDon-
ald’s for more than two
decades. “I've been there
22 years and | can’t help
my family,” he said.

|
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Associated Press

NEW ORLEANS — BP
looking at close

In the next mgn of the
case, set to begin in Janu-
ary, the judge will decide
precisely how much BP
must pay.

Under the federal Clean
Water Act, a polluter can
be forced jo pay a maxi-
mum of $1,100 in civil
fines per barrel of spilled
oil, or up to $4,300 per
barrel lf the company is
found grossly negligent.
Barbier’s finding exposes
BP to the much higher
amount.

Even as the oil giant
vowed to appeal, BP stock
fell $2.82, or nearly 6
percent, to $44. 89 reduc-
ing the company’s market
value by almost $9 billion.
“Everybody talks about

»

L

sibility for the oil spill. The ruling exposes BP to about $18 million in civil fines under the Clean Water 0 the thousands of people
Act. and businesses still trying to
recover from the spill”
how big they are, but to people and businesses and the environment in the Government experts es-
it's staggering,” David harmed by the spill. pursuit of profit.” timated 4.2 million barrels.
Uhlmann, a University of The company made $24 Barbier held a non-jury or 176 million gallons.
Michigan law professar. billion in profits last year trial last year to identify spilled into the Gulf. BP
and former chief of the but could be forced again the blowout's causes and urged the judge to use an
Justice Department’s envi-  to sell off some assets to apportion blame for the estimate of 2.45 million
ronmental crimes section, cover the additional fines, disaster, and on Thursday barrels, or nearly 103 mul-
said of the pricetag for the  analysts said. he ruled that BP bears 67 lion gallons, in calculat-
spill. Attorney General Eric percent of the responsibil- ing any Clean Water Act
BP previously agreed to Holder said Barbier's rul- ity, Swiss-based drilling penalties. Barbier hasn't
pay a record $4 billion in ing “will ensure that the rng owner Transocean Ltd. ruled yet on how much o1l
criminal fines and penal-  company is held fully ac- 30 percent, and Houston-  spilled
ties over the mcpwm[ countable for its reckless- based cement contractor If he goes with the

Horizon disaster, plus more

than $27 billion in cleanup
costs and compensation

yio)y

Fast-food | Ruling against BP could mean $18 billion in fines

ness’ and will “serve as a
strong deterrent to anyone
tempted to sacrifice safety

Infected missionary heading to Nebraska

L]
Associated Press

OMAHA, Neb. — A
missionary who was
infected with Ebola while
serving in Libenia is being
flown to a Nebraska hos-
pital for treatment, doctors
there said Thursday.

Officials at the Nebraska
Medical Center in Omaha
said Dr. Rick Sacra, 51, is
expected to arrive some-
time today. Sacra will
begin treatment in the
hospital’s special isolation
unit, believed to be the
largest in the U.S.

Sacra served with North
Carolina-based chanty

L)

IT"T'.'"H. TTTT= 0

I

Ri:

T LT

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

i *I E - ‘. - =

W,L*Mhlulﬂ,lh
Tables & Chairs

70% Off

Candles, Diffusers & Sprays, All Lotions & Seaps 3
R All SALES FINAL - CASH & CHECKS ONLY 2

|||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||

2800 N. Spring 5t Midiand, TX « 432-686-2905
.b Tm-Frl. IMand

SIM. Its president, Bruce
Johnson, said Sacra was
receiving excellent care at a

center in Liberia, but that the

Nebraska facility provides
advanced monitoring equip-
ment and a wider availabil-
ity of treatment options.
Sacra, who's from the
Boston area, opted to head
to Libena after hearing
that two other missionanies
were sick. He was infected
by the virus that has killed
about 1,900 people. He's the
third Amencan aid worker
infected by the Ebola. The

first two — Dr. Kent Brantly
— have

and Nancy Writebol
recovered since being flown
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Queen Bess Island at the mouth of Barataria
,La., on June 4, 201C. U.S. District Judge Carl
in New Orieans, La., that BP acted reckiessly and bears most of the respon-

to Emory University Hospi-
tal in Atlanta for treatment.
Dr. Phil Smith, medi-
cal director of the Omaha
unit, would not say what
time or where Sacra would
arrive, citing public safety
and patient confidentiality
concemns. Smith and several
other doctors who head the
team for the biocontainment
unit repeatedly said Sacra’s
transfer to Omaha posed no
threat to the public, noting
Ebola is transmitted through
close contact with an in-

fected person.
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3 Br/2.5ba Home With Many
Updates! low Maintenance Patio Home In
Gorgeous Mockingbird Heights! new Wood
Floors In Formal Study & Spacious Living Areal
with Recessed
Cabinets And Built-ins In Almost
ft Enclosed Sunroomyworkout
Area Not included In Mcad Sq.footagel2 New
Hvac's (june 2014),all New Appliances(july

decisions” during the dnill-
ing that led to the blowout,
- the judge concluded in his
153-page ruling. “These
instances of negligence,
taken together, evince an
extreme deviation from the
standard of care and a con-
scious disregard of known
risks,” he wrote.

Among other things, the
judge cited a misinterpret-
ed safety test that should
"have warned the drilling
crew that the well was in
danger of blowing out.

In a statement, BP said
the evidence did not meet
the “very high bar” to
prove gross negligence.

James Roy and Stephen
Herman, who represented
otl spill vicims in the tnal,
said: “We hope that today's
judgmient will bring some
measure of closure to the
families of the | | men who
tragically lost their lives, and

AP file photo

Halliburton Energy Ser-
vices 3 percent.

BP made “profit-driven

government's estimate, BP
could be hit with close to

$18 billion 1n fines

(et the best energy news every week in the
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However, lthlmnnmdaedmuchng

n.lﬁummp an air campaign coords
with allies on the ‘ground, this does
take time. W. Bush wisely took
arnonthtoruppndtown preparing an
unusual special ops-Nogthern Alliance

bmlaplmtlntbmught down Taliban rule

in a hundred days. . .

We'll see whether Obama comes up.
with an Islamic State strategy. But he
ahudyha.soneforUkrune Write it off.
Hence the more shocking statement in that
Aug 231mcﬁnf Obama declaring Rus-
sia’s invasion of Ukraine — columns of
tanks, armored personnel carriers, artillery
and a thousand troops brazenly crossing
the border — to be nothing new, just “a
continuation of what’s been taking place
for months now.”

understand that chplomnnc sQlutions are
lnr;elydwuledbythemlhmbtlmon
the ground?

Vladimis Putin’s invasion may be
nothing new to Obama. For Ukraine, it -
changed everything. Russia.was on the
verge of defeat. Now Ukraine is. That’s
why Ukraipe is welcoming a cease-fire
that amounts to capitulation.

A month ago, Putin’s separatist proxies
were besieged and desperate. His invasion
to the southeast saved them. It diverted
the Ukrainian military from Luhansk and
Donetsk, allowing the rebels to recover,
while Russian armor rolled over Ukrainian
forces, jeopardizing their control of the
entire southeast. Putin even boasted that
he could take Kiev in two weeks.

Why bother? He's already fracturing
and subjugating Ukraine, re-creating

- - P
" d i

Oﬁmlmrdhmrmmtbyueep

in Tallinn now that Obama
humdwmdmthﬂm(ke- -

- member the State Department hashtag

#UnitedforUkraine?)
To back up Obama’s words, NATO is

touting a midmfmof

about 4,

vumedbmmtheBalncsAnrt'm
within 48 hours of an emergency. (Read
Russian invasion.)

about Euro-

First, we'vg been hearing

 pean rapid reaction forces for decades.

They’ve amounted to nothing.
Second, even if this one comes into
being, it is a feeble half-measure. Not
only will troops have to be assembled,
and armed as the
fire bell is ringing. The very sending will
require some affirmative and immediate

thmugh a hnlf-ocntm'y of Cold

.S. troops in West Germany could
never have s a Russian invasion.
But a Russian attack would have mstantly

It's what keeps the peacc in Korea
today. Even the reckless North Korean
leadership dares not cross the Demilita-
rized Zone, because it would encounter
U.S. troops and trigger war with America.

That’s what deterrence means. And
what any rapid reaction force cannot pro-
vide. In Wales, it will nonetheless be pro-
claimed a triumph. In Estonia, in Poland,
as today in Ukraine, it will be seen feor
what it is — a loud declaration of reluc-
tance by an alliance led by a man who is
the very embodiment of ambivalence.

OUR VIEW

Chamber volunteers help
build a better Midland
with their service

oday, we salute some of those people who donate their time
to make Midland a better place.

The Chamber of Commerce recognized these volunteers
Thursday at the organization’s annual meeting. A packed Midland
Center applauded the honorees, and we’d like to follow suit.

Jay Edwards, chair of the chamber’s board of directors, said in
his keynote address that everyone in Midland is “busy — crazy
busy” but suggested that we're not just busy, we're helping to build
a community.

The 19 volunteers who were recognized Thursday most certainly
are busy and are helping to build a community with their service to
the chamber and their fellow Midlanders.

John Ory with Community National Bank received the Chamber
Volunteer of the Year Award, which is presented to an individual
who dedicates their time and talent to furthering the chamber’s
mission.

Sarah Stredic of Security Business Capital received the Scott
Seator Rookie of the Year Award, presented to a volunteer for
outstanding service during their first year. The-award was named
in honor of the late director of communications for the Midland
Angels (now the RockHounds). |

George McAlpine with Sahara Operating Co. received the Jack
Moore Award, named in honor of a former volunteer who loved to
tell others about Midland.

Joel Hawkins with KPEJ was named Ambassador of the Year for
his outstanding service and contributions during the past year.

Jay Norris, who is retired from Citibank, was recognized for 25
years of service to the chamber.

And finally, the Above and Beyond Award — for attendance
at events that celebrate business in Midland — was presented to:
Hawkins, McAlpine, Norris, Stredic, Jessica Bray, Safeco; Vicki
Cargile, Citizens Federal Credit Union; Linda Catania, Case
Dnilling and Pump Service: Mike Den Bleyker, Rainbow Press by
Safeguard; ShaeAnn Dooley, Preferred Personnel; Davina Hosick,
Chase Bank. Sarah Jones, First Service — Plumbing, Heating and
AC. Jo Ann Minnix; Tyler Patton, Better Business Bureau; Rose
Anna Richardson, Total Office Solution; Mandy Solis, One Hour
A/C & Heating. Sara Whitefield, Snelling Medical Professionals:
Becky Wisdom, Members Financial FCU: and Dianne Wnight,
Green Tree Country Club.

We congratulate these volunteers and appreciate all they do for
the rest of us who — in the words of incoming chair Laura Roman
— “made a decision to make Midland home.”
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From the Left | Doonesbury

B Second term defined by the president’s
difficulty pivoting on unexpected in for-

eign policy

| S sident Barack Obama'’s first-term foreign
policy was epitomized by success in fulfilling

his campaign promise to end the U.S. role in
Iraq and by the stunning U.S. Special Forces kill-
ing of Osama bin Laden.
- Obama’s second term, however, seems increas-

- ingly exemplified by last year's withdrawn prom-

ise to bomb Syria for using chemical weapons and
his all-too-public inability to develop and imple-
ment a strategy to halt the advance of the transna-
tional Islamic State.

For many critics, Obama had it wrong from the
start. By completing the Iraq withdrawal started
by former President George W. Bush, extending
it to Afghanistan and minimizing any U.S. role
in Syria and Libya, Obama abandoned American
leadership, his critics say, citing the anonymous
administration official’s statement that the U.S.
was “leading from behind.”

But Obama'’s initial steps |
people’s expectations and displayed an approprme
purpose: reducing the over-commitments of the
Bush years. The turning point came last year after
Syria President Bashar al-Assad, beset by civil
war, crossed Obama’s “red line” when he used
chemical weapons against his country’s civilians.
That action killed nearly 1,500 people, including
more than 400 children.

Conuw
came. wmmmmdywmc
president’s innate caution in some areas, such as his
mwmﬂmswmw;x-m his
wavering on how to deal with and counter the
rise of the Islamic State has damaged public percep-
tion of his foreign policy

performance. _
The problem may well be the sharp contrast
between Obama’s ability to pdlon

vent him from owering
He lucked out when an inadvertent statement

by Secretary of State John Keérry led to an unex-
pected agreement in which Assad turned over his
chemical w mMMmBm
Obama very low-key way
thﬁlpﬂMhbMdm

decision by NATO. Try getting that done.

not carrying out the attacks he pledged, the brutal
Syrian civil war was dominating U.S. television
screens with pictures of death and destruction.

At several points, Obama has hurt himself with
seemingly undisciplined comments that enhanced
the perception of a president unwilling or unable
to lead.

An unnamed adviser used the “leading from
behind” comment in an April 2011 article by The
New Yorker’'s Ryan Lizza to characterize U.S.
efforts to persuade its allies to take the lead in
Libya. That remark has led to substantial grief for
Obama, though former Pentagon official Lawrence
Korb recently noted in The National Interest that
the term could also fit the way Presidents Franklin
D. Roosevelt and President Dwight D. Eisenhower
sometimes dealt with international issues.

In August 2012, Obama established the “red
line” during a lengthy answer about a possible
strategy in Syria, declaring “a red line for us is we
start seeing a whole bunch of chemical weapons
moving around or being utilized.” Assad crossed
it, but drew no U.S. response.

— about possible wnpms%
answering a question

for air attacks against the Islamic State.
want to put the cart before the horse,” he
snd. “We don’t a strategy yet.”

Though the White House insisted that was inter-

preted more broadly than intended, Obama knows
the 24/7 media age requires precision in every-
he says, lbom issues abroad.
the .Challenges are
and not easily rﬂolvod. six words
helped.

Obama’s comments Wednesday in Estonia were
far more coherent, he leﬁ IIIICIGII‘ whether

o % the
doesn’t

mmmommm
from probléms not easily foreseen at the
's judgment may depend more on
mcﬁonlotheumpecwdmmhisnnplemen-
n of the expected. _
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From the Right | Mallard Fillmore
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borrow a GOP idea on health care costs

7A

Tb#.“dm to claim their financial dividends. because of a weak economy.
mm::.hcﬂ'hu Thmm would manpof
can 10 a major
| .-u-rhu ﬂ m Mdicud, piece of unfinished business for
W“M'l'boaﬁ"lh- mlndlocalemﬂoyeemm Obama’s Affordable Care Act.
president, John Podesta, currently ance plans, and subsidized private  cost control. “Obamacare” remains
serves as counselor to President coverage under the new health law. politically risky for Democrats in
Barack Obama. States would not have to expand this fall’s political campaigns.

Cﬂhd AmnﬁleC.e Medicaid under Obama'’s health “Given the current political grid-

care overhaul to participate. lock, it is unlikely that the federal
Release of the plan follows a government will take the lead on
government report earlier this reforms to control health care costs
week that projects a return to systemwide,” the proposal said.
_unsustainable levels of health care  “States must therefore play a leader-
inflation. Spending has been held ship role, with the federal govern-
in check the past five years largely mtcmpowcring...tttmwm."

Associated Press panel of appellate judges
Ill chhmond, Virginia,
WASHINGTON — The  unanimously sided with
federal court in the administration on the
‘ threw out a same issue.
ruling y that called The health law’s op-
safeguard federal | mto u;o:l.hme s:t' low- plit 'mlinlmi id mm
'ym ons S : It rungs wou
said the scope of the attack and -income people  high court to take up the
was limited to one machine. | afford their premiums un- issue soon.
There was no evidence an der the president’s health Now, the nt in
attack was launched from care law. the federal courthouse
the tainted machine. The U.S. Circuit Court just a few blocks from the
of for the District Supreme Court will take
WASHINGTON of Columbia granted an place on Dec. 17.
| Obama administration If the full court comes
Oh;maups request to have its full com- out in favor of the admin-
GMW plemnlofjudsesmhcara istration, the prospect of
challenge to regulations that Supreme Court involve-
elmm‘mm | allow health insurance tax ment would be greatly re-
, credits under the Affordable duced. On the other hand,

President Barack Obama | Care Act for consumers in if the full Washington
has mﬁm?;m all SO states. court essentially reinstates
Google an The announcement the original decision, then
spots on his technology diminishes the prospect of  the Supreme Court would
policy team. Supreme Court review of  almost certainly weigh in.

The Whltﬂ HQUS'-’ says the issue in the near term. Under that scenario, the
Megan Smith will serve as | The initial 2-1 appeals justices probably would
chief technology officer in | court ruling in Washington  not render a decision until
T[b:cl?mf Science and came out the same day that the spring of 2016.

Smith will be rcsponslble . =
for guiding the administra- Kick Oﬂ' ,
tion’s information-technol- :
ogy policy and initiatives. Th‘s Fa” fl
She most recently was a Wi‘ h |
vice president at Google. |

Smith succeeds Todd
Park, who was named to the ,
10p b in 2012, Showroom & Indoor Slab G

Alexander Macgillivray
will serve as Smith’s deputy Monday-Friday 9AM-5PM - Saturday 9AM-12PM
intellectual property mhcy (432) 563-8004 - wmﬂ.m
as well as privacy issues. Locally Owned & Operated

Macgillivray most re- " EEEEENENEEEEEEREE NN
cently was general counsel " e - "
and head of public policy at e v
Twitter. | o
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Median incomes drop ,* :
for all but wealthiest _

L

The richest 10 percentof ° ’
Americans were the only - o
group whose median in- B .
comes rose in the past three °, .
years, the Federal Reserve ®_ )
said Thursday in areporton e .
consumer finances. °

The Fed said that in- - ’
comes declined for every - . .
other group from 2010 to " *
2013, W‘lm the gap v ® .
between the richést Amen- ® .
cans and everyone else. .

The report found that  ° Hebrews 11:8 :
median incomes, adjusted .’ .
for inflation, for the top 10 . ByﬁgjthAbmham, .
percent rose 2 percent, to o .
$223.200 from $217.900.  °, when called to go to a place )
Median income fell 4 -_heuouldlaﬁerrecetvewhumhentance,.
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inspire EducateO

The Annual Permian Basin SHRM HR
Success Summit will be at the Petroleum Museum

Featured

Permian Businesses In 2015

3
o’

Tuesday, September 9th 2014 from 7:30a-5:00p.

Speakers and Topics:
m J.l'l" Morales - m mliil' Challienges and Opportunities for

Paul Hash - internal Investigations, The Ins, Outs, and SOP's- How to successfully

conduct internal

Ann Barab- Personal Responsibiifty: strategic and critical thinking and how, as an HR

professional you can assume responsibility (|

designed especially for PBSHRM!)

presentation
plus a 2nd Presentation: Power Up- Learn: the easy formula for clarifying and presenting your

message for maximum impact.
Pam Hutchins, Esq., SPHR-

Legal Updates and FMLA / ADA Jeopardy- enhance

mmumormwmmmmmmmmmwmwr
Mmmﬂnmo!mm training and investigations. Discuss
mmwmmnmmmmmmm harassment, and

retaliation in the workplace.

Registration
$119 for SHRM or
$149 for

unllll?_ this eve I.

Hm” o to __ ™.

Court grants Obama plea | McDonnell found guilty of corruption
to re-hear health case

McClatchy/Tribune Williams, a longtime purveyor of health
supplements.

Jurors also rejected another key tenet
of the defense argument. While McDon-
nell conceded that it had been unwise to
accept gifts such as $19,000 in clothes
for his wife, Maureen, a $6.500 watch
and $25,000 in wedding presents for his
daughters, his attorneys maintained that
Williams got nothing of value in return
other than a couple of meetings with state
officials and two events to showcase his
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