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“Does Not Go Far Enough”...
(Clements Nixes Senate

Redistricting Program

AUSTIN, Texas (AP) —
Gov. Bill Clements has
vetoed the Senate

redistricting plan, calling -

it “unwise, unjust and
unlawful.”

Clements said Thursday
said the plan ‘““does not go
far enough’ in assuring
the election of a black
senator, pits country
against city folks and does
not reflect population
shifts within the state.

Clements, however,
signed into law the House
redistricting measure,
which would force 16 In-
cumbents into contests
against another incumbent
if they seek re-election
next year.

Clements’ veto gives the
Legislative Redistricting

Harsh Rebuke

Board the task of drawing
new Senate districts based
on 1980 census figures.

The Republican gover-
nor’s veto was a surprise
in that the five-member
board is made up entirely
of Democrats — Lt. Gov.
Bill Hobby, Speaker Bill
Clayton, Attorney General
Mark White, Comptroller
Bob Bullock and Land
Commissioner Bob Arm-
strong.

White, who is frequently
at odds with Clements,
responded to the veto by
saying, ‘‘I am disap-
pointed that the hard work
of the Texas Senate has
been frustrated by the
governor'’s veto. I felt that
they
stitutionally acceptable

UNITED NATIONS (AP) — The United States. tradi-

tionally

Israel’s staunchest ally, is planning

its

harshest-ever U.N. rebuke to the Jewish state with a
vote strongly condemning its destruction of the Iraqi

nuclear reactor.

U.N. Ambassador Jeane J. Kirkpatrick was to vote to-
day for a U.N. Security Council resolution that was ex-
pected to win unanimous approval from the 15 council

members.

Filibuster To End

WASHINGTON (AP) — Sen. Lowell Weicker is agree-
ing to end his filibuster-and let the Senate vote on a far-
reaching amendment that would prohibit the Justice
Department from seeking court-ordered busing to In-

tegrate schools.

“l am going to lose,”” Weicker, R-Conn.,

told his col-

leagues Thursday as he plowed through the third day of
his lonely filibuster against the amendment.

By evening, he had yielded to Majority Leader
Howard H. Baker Jr.’s urgings to end the filibuster and

let the issue go to a vote.

Economy Not Growing

WASHINGTON (AP) — A government early warning
signal is confirming what private analysts and the
Reagan administration have been predicting for some
time: The national economy has stopped growing.

Not eased off or slackened or any of the other words
economists use. In real terms — after adjustment for in-
flation, that is — the growth has stopped.

That’s

the verdict in the Commerce Department’s

new ‘“‘“flash GNP’ projection — an attempt to measure
second-quarter gross national product before the

quarter is even over.

Plans Delayéd

ABILENE, Texas (AP) — Oilman Jack Grimm has
been forced to delay plans to recover millions of dollars
in jewels or other major artifacts from the sunken
wreckage of the Titanic, the Abilene Reporter-News

reported today.

In a copyright story, the newspaper said plans to
enter the vessel and recover items from the ship have

been postponed

because of the unavailability of either of

the two submersibles he had planned to use to enter the
ship during the 19-day expedition departing July 3 from

Halifax, Nova Scotia.

—,

JOb_”

Bullock advised board
members to move
cautiously in preparing a
new plan. “I'm concerned
that the plan be fair and as
squeaky-clean as possible
from a legal standpoint,”
said Bullock.

“This upsets me,”’ said
Sen. John Traeger, D-
Seguin. ““I feel this is a big
mistake. | can’'t
understand why (he
vetoed it). I don’t think the
Legislative Redistricting
Board will change it much,
if any. One thing about it.
He can’'t veto whatever
they do about it.”

Hobby called the board’s
first meeting for next

had done a con-gWednesday.

Clements’ veto message
said the Senate redistric-
ting plan denies blacks “‘a
fair and equal opportunity
to elect to the Senate can-
didates who will best
represent their interests.”

“There are no black
senators today and I, for
one, do not believe that in-
creasing the percentage of
blacks in the 23rd
senatorial district 1In
Dallas from 46.3 percent to
50 percent is the best that
the Senate could do iIn
enhancing the - prospects
for electing a black to the
Texas Senate,”’ Clements
said.

Proposed new Senate
districts, he told a news
conference, were ‘‘nothing
but a subterfuge to keep in-
cumbents in office.”’

The Senate proposal
would have paired four in-
cumbents Sen. Dee
Travis, R-Garland, with
Sen. John Leedom, R-
Dallas, and Sen. Jack 0gg,
D-Houston, the bill spon-
sor, with Sen. Walter
Mengden, R-Houston.

Mengden, however, has
saild he has a home In a
district which has no in-
cumbent and he would run
from that area.

Clements said the bill
“divides and fragments
counties, towns and com-
munities with historic
common interests; it ger-
rymanders district lines to
pit voters in rural parts of
the state against citizens
in our urban areas. This is
particularly true in the
Dallas-Fort Worth
metropolitan area.

“The common interests,
needs and concerns of the
Dallas-Fort Worth
metroplex will not be
represented in a plan
which willy-nilly divides
the metroplex into
districts that reach from
Lubbock County to Dallas
County, from Dallas Coun-
ty to Texarkana, from
Comanche to Dallas and
from Tyler to Dallas.”

Thirdly, Clements said,
the bill ignores the state
constitutional requirement
that Senate districts be
drawn on the bais of
qualified electors and
relies exclusively on total
population figures.

Ask
Us

Q.—Who do you get in
touch with about illegal
aliens and how do you
get in touch with them?

A.—Contact either the

heriff’s office or the
police department.
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NO INJURIES— The driver of the truck pictured here,

Claude Joseph Thomas of Garland, Tex., escaped injury Snyder at 4:45 a.m. Trooper Bob Clark investigated the
when he fell asleep at the wheel and flipped the 1977 accident. (SDN Staff Photo)

GMC truck tractor and semi-trailer owned by Big Mack

Congressional Battle Expected
Over Proposed Budget Changes

WASHINGTON (AP) —
President Reagan is
preparing ““marching
orders’’ for Republicans in
an all but certain House
battle over a $37.8 billion
package of budget cuts
that the administration
says doesn’t go far enough.

Republican lawmakers
were expected to reveal to-
day how Reagan wants
them to proceed on the
reductions recommended
by Democratic-controlled
House committees. Con-
gressional aides indicated
that a GOP attempt to
amend the plan was vir-

tually assured,

However, one
Republican aide who ask-
ed not to be identified said
it appeared the
Republicans were moving
away from an attempt to
substitute their own plan
— encompassing Reagan'’s

Change Of Zone Given
City Council Approval

The Snyder City Council
last night approved a zon-
Ing change and plans for
for a school zone for traffic
on 37th St. near East
Elementary School, and
gave Police Chief Bill
Stone solid backing in
handling-wrecker service
calls to traffic accidents in
the city.

. The zone change In-
volves 10 acres of land on
the south side of 37th St.
across from the Scurry
County Coliseum. An or-
dinance was approved on
first reading changing it
from a single-family
residence zone to a multi-
family residence zone.

COLLISION-— There were no Iljlrles in 1971 Plymouth which was driven by Bob-
‘a-two-car collision_at 33rd and Ave H by Leroy Escobedo. (SDN Stal’l’ Photo)

Thursday night. The car pictured is a

This clears the property as
a site for an apartment
complex which is being
developed there by Dennis
Chisum and John Reed,
who requested the change.

City Manager John
Gayle said the city is work-
Ing with the State Depart-
ment of Highways and
Public Transportation to
establish the school zone
on 37th St. It will involve a
segment between the east
entrance to the coliseum
and Hill Ave.

The council heard a re-
quest from Don Schattel,
operator of Alert Wrecker
Service, and his attorney,
James Clark, concerning
the police department’s
policy for calling wreckers
to traffic accidents. They
reported that Alert
Wrecker Service had been
removed from the rotation
list and that subsequently
the firm had taken steps to
fulfill several re-
quirements enumerated
by Bill Stone, police chief.
However, they said the
firm had not been restored
to the rotation list.

Stone said Alert wrecker
Service had failed to res-
pond to calls on several oc-
casions, which had been
documented by police, and
that there had been a ques-
tion cencerning the firm'’s
site for storage of wrecked
vehicles.

Schattel and Clark said
these issues had been
resolved and that the firm
planned to have someone
on duty 24 hours a day to
dispatch wreckers.
However, council
members expressed - con-
cern when they were told
that the office of- the

wrecker service would be
located at the Wild Coun-
try Club, also operated by
Schattel.

‘“1don’t think that is the
proper place to operate a
wrecker service,”’ said
Councilman Don Gressett.
Other council members
concurred 1in brief
statements.

Schattel said he had pur-
chased property east of
townon U. S. 84 and plann-
ed to move the entire
wrecker service there in
September. Mayor Milton
Ham suggested that Schat-
tel discuss the situation
further with Stone. He said
the c¢auncil looked to the
police chief to handle these
problems.

Following the business
session, Gayle distributed
several sheets of budget
information to council
members for study. He
said the staff hopes to
begin putting the proposed
1981-82 budget into final
form following the coun-
cil’s regular meeting on
July 6. The city’s fiscal
year begins Oct. 1.

Preliminary figures in-
dicate that valuations will
be up, which, in turn, will
mean that the tax rate will
be reduced. Once  again,
however, due mostly to the

tion program, taxes on
some rty will likely
be hi than last year,
some will be about the
same, and some will be
slightly lower, Gayle said.

am presided over the
special session, and coun-
cil members attending
were Gale McPherson, Ed
Thrift, John Wilson and
Don Gressett.

“'Stafe-mandated —Tevalua--

la

recommendations almost
exactly for the
Democratic proposal.

Instead, the aide said the
Republicans likely would
offer a trimmed down
substitute plan designed to
pick up the support of con-
servative Democrats on a
few key points.

Meanwhyle, Democrats
have moOved to block
Republicans from offering
a substitute proposal on
the floor.

The House Budget Com-
mittee voted 16-13
Thursday to recommend
that the House Rules Com-
mittee exclude the
Republicans from offering
amendments. Under the
rules of the House, amend-
ments can be offered only
if they are approved in ad-
vance by the Rules Com-
mittee.

The GOP strategy was
being worked out late
Thursday in a series of
meetings at the White
House and on Capitol Hill.

After a White House
meeting Thursday after-
noon that included
Reagan, key Republicans
and a handful of con-
servative Democrats,
House Republican Leader
Robert H. Michel of Illinois
said the president would
‘““‘issue our marching
orders one way or
another.”

Some word had been ex-
pected by Thursday even-
ing but a final decision was
delayed after the presi-
dent’s budget architect,
David A. Stockman, and
Max Friedersdorf,
presidential assistant for
congressional liaison, met
at the White House with
senior administration of-
ficials and then went to
Capitol Hill to consult with
Michel.

Stockman and other ad-
ministration officials are
concerned that despite

Decline Seen

In Gas Prices

HOUSTON (AP) — The
American Automobile
Association reported today
Texas gasoline prices have
dropped to their lowest
level since February.

At the same time, the
AAA said, gasoline
availability in the state is
now better than at any
time since early 1979.

A survey of 352 stations
also indicated nearly 80
percent of the state’s ser-

vice stations will be pump-

ing gasoline on Friday,
Saturday night and Sun-
day of the coming July 4th
weekend.

“The AAA said statewide
average prices have
declined 1.4 cents a gallon
for self-service regular
and 2.2 cents a gallon for

full-service premium
unleaded.
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Trucking Co. The accident occurred one mile east of

last-minute changes by
Democrats, their $37.8
billion-package of cuts for
1982 would fall $8.2 billion
short of the permanent
changes needed to put
federal spending on a
track toward Reagan’s
goal of a balanced budget

dozens of existing federal
programs into a handful of
“block grants’’ that would
give the states much wider
discretion in spending the
money.

White House spokesman
David Gergen acknowled-
ed the Democrats had
In 1984. made revisions in their

In addition, the original plan, but added,
Democratic plan ignores ‘‘It hasn't gone far
Reagan’s call to combine enough.”

The SDN
Column

Keeping tab on our neighbors.

Stephen Henry of the Levelland News-Press says our
lifestyle is changing faster than we realize, and one of
the most subtle changes has been at the gas pump.

“Ever since 1976 when gas prices started climbing,
the number of people pumping their own gas has in-
creased steadily,’’ he observes.

Henry said that, according to one oil company, self-
service gasoline now accounts for more than 55 percent -
of the gas sold in the United States, almost four times as
much as six years ago.

Also, half a dozen years ago, many people scoffed at
the predictionr that gasoline would go to $1 a gallon.
Now, everyone would like to see some dollar gasoline.

*x X X

The Lamesa Press-Reporter advises that county com-
missioners of Dawson County were all set to realign
their precinct boundaries in according with the new
federal census, but they hit a snag. They learned that
census information does not provide the exact location
of 466 people, and until they can be pinpointed, it will be
impossible to equalize the precincts.

x % %

Craig Nieman of the Lamb County Leader-News notes
that a psychiatrist said those with hobbies rarely go
crazy. “‘But what about those who have to live with
those who have hobbies?’’ Nieman asks.

*x Kk X

"Walt Finley of the Big Spring-Heraid says television
will survive as long as the writers of commercials stay '
on the job. .

“Nothing could jolt the system so much as an
underarm deodorant having to sell itself,’’ say leey

*x * %

Lynn Brisendine of the Brownfield News says the
trouble with being tolerant is that people think you don’t

. understand the problem.

*x Kk X

Jerry Tidwell of the Hood county News says one way
to find out what a woman really thinks of you is to
marry her.—WACIL McNAIR

O WEATHER

FAR
SNYDER TEMPERATURES: High Thursday, 94

degrees; low, 68 degrees; reading at 7 a. m. today, 68
degrees; preclpﬂ.atm none; total precipitation for 1981

to date, 12.94.

'l-n.

WEST TEXAS: Mostly fair through Sat\n"i:hy with
widelf scattered thunderstorms southwestern moun-
tains late today and tonight. Warmer Panhandle. Highs
upper 80s southwestern mountains to near 105 Big M
Loows 60s north tommth,smmmhins
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the great tax debate

After some eleventh-hour adjustments, President
Reagan'’s tax cut plan heads for a showdown on Capitol
Hill. The issue will be decided in the House, where the
Democratic majority, uncertain of its strength, is
avoiding a pitched battle for the present in favor of at-
tritipn by guerrilla warfare. The administration’s
counter strategy i1s to gain an early decision through a
coalition with conservative Democrats. Only 7
crossovers are needed in the 435-member House if all
GOP members hold fast.

The President calls for a 25 percent reduction in in-
come tax rates over three years — 5 percent on October
1, 10 percent on July 1, 1982, and another 10 percent on
July 1, 1983. Moreover, the administration restored
some tax benefits to business that had been previously
proposed but withdrawn.

The Democrats controlling the House Ways and
Means Committee have switched their position and now
oppose across-the-board cuts in favor of ctuts aimed
primarily at low-income and middle-income
Amenricans. And against the President’s 5-10-10 plan, the
Democrats have offered a 5-10 percent reduction over
two years — a compromise President Reagan has re-
jected as being ‘‘not good enough.”

The early skirmishes have been blurred by
smokescreens. House Speaker Thomas P. (Tip) O’Neal
Jr., D-Mass, predicts the House will pass the
Democrats’ plan because, he says, the President’s proe
gram is a ‘‘complete windfall for the rich.”” The White
House's quick rejoinder was that 75 percent of the ad-
ministration’s tax reductions will go to the middle-
Income earners with pay between $10,000 and $60,000.

These verbal sallies aside, the basic question is
whether the benefits from relieving the people of a por-
tion of the automatic bracket-creep tax increases will
offset, as the Republicans believe, the potential danger
of increased deficits and hyped-up inflation, which the
Democrats say they fear.

The Keynesian demand-siders, who have provided the
horse power for Democratic taxing and spending
philosophies, favor tax cuts to stimulate purchasing
. power and hence the economy during economic
. downturns. The Kemp-Roth-Laffer supply-siders insist
- tax cuts stimulate incentive and initiative — the more of
the next dollar you earn that you can keep, the more you
want to go after the next dollar.

The Reagan administration has argued all along that
budget reductions without the stimulation of accompa-
- nying tax cuts would result in simple austerity that
. leaves inflation unchecked in a stagnant economy, as is
the case today in Britain.

Even so, it i1s argued that the recovering U.S.
. economy doesn’'t need a tax stimulus that might
. overheat it. The gross national product grew at a sur-
-~ prising annual rate of 8.4 percent during the first
* quarter and,-more amazing, the Consumer Price Index
. declined tofa 4.8 percent annual rate.

. As the Wall Street Journal points out, however, ‘“‘a

strong economy with abating inflation, far from being a
deterrent to ta. " i< 3 downright inducement.” It
means less unei.....yment and less governmﬁoutlays
and, moreover, a strong economy means increased tax
receipts from higher corporate and individual earnings.

In short, the Democrats are being left with fewer and
fewer real arguments with which to oppose the Presi-
dent’s plan to grant some overdue tax relief to the coun-
try. Indeed, if Speaker O’Neill’s stalwarts were more
certain of themselves, they would hand the Republicans
the rope they want, confident that they would hang
themselves before next year’s elections.
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at wit’s end

Does anyone else suffer
from “‘latent genius’?

My brain gs just not
geared for c&versational
combat. Put it in a situa-
tion that requires speed,
cunning and excessive
cuteness and it’'ll stall
every time.

It doesn’t wake up until
after a door slams, the

phone is hung up, the party

1s over, or Johnny Carson

IS saying good night.

I fantasize about being
approached by a tall, dark
stranger and having him
say, ‘‘Have vyou ever
thought of leaving your
husband?’” and I'd yawn,
“Why sould I settle for
polyester when 1 have
ultra-suede at home, if you
get my drift.”

Then he says, ‘I admire
your flippancy.”

And I reply, ‘“Then you’ll

GROWING OLDER

Harold Blumenfeld

More helpful odds and ends

the storé or the manufactur-
er, your problem may, be
solved by The Metal Cook-
ware Manufacturers’ Asso-
ciation. This organization
has a list of thousands of
brands and knows where
replacement parts can be
purchased.

Send a letter and a self-
addressed, st.amﬂed enve-
lope to Paul Uetzmann,
executive vice president,
The Metal Cookware Manu-
facturers’ Association, P.O.
Box J, Walworth, Wis.
53184.

— Many businesses are
not concerned about the dif-
ficulties faced by south-
paws. Where, for instance,
can a left-handed person

buy a left-handed can open-
er’?

You can find out by writ-
ing to: The Left Hand, 140
W. 22nd St., New York, N.Y.
10011.

By Harold Blginenfeld

I had such a good
response to my recent “Did
you know?”’ column that I
am offering more of these
informative items:

— President Reagan, like
his predecessors, will send
congratulatory birthda
messages to those 80 or old-
er and to those celebrating
golden (50-year) wedding
- anniversafies. This could be
a good way to make that

- special somebody especially

happy:-.
your request to: The
President, The White House,
Washington, D.C. 20500. Put
“Attention: Greetings
Office” in the lower left cor-
ner of the envelope.
Requests should be sent at
least four weeks in advance.
— You are asked to sup-
ply ~ Ddirth certificate (or
~ similar documentation) The . shop stocks
. when you apply for a world’s largest collection of
| ;:rm or government ear and goodies designed to
: - its. The certificate is |;tmthe "swml ngeds :lf
1 uested for man €s. you send a
f mg—m y check or order, you.
If will get a catalog of prod-
eu-um ucts ranging from fishing
| reels to can openers — often
not just-one kind but several
varieties.
you have

— Perhaps
found some old trading
you failed to

exchange for premiums. To
learn whether those stam

have any value today, A
self-addressed, stamped
to: The Tra_

envelope
mwme of America,
321 St.. Red Ban§..

N.J. 07701.
~ If that roll of posta

ﬂ' stuck to itself,
put rﬁ:'lnyolrnf:-lger

ator’s- frost-free compart-
ment overnight. The stamps

ahy - . - : _
= . ————— i i e - *

the =

will be unstuck by morning.

— The 20-year-old Vaca-
tion €£xchange Club can help
you cut vacation costs by
swapping “living quarters
‘with Someone in another city
or country. |

The club’s annual Home
Exchange Directory lists
houses, apartments, cabins,
chalets, mobile homes and
even live-aboard sailboats in,
the United States and 42
other countries. In 1980, the
directory had 6,000 listings
and was mailed to 7,500
potential vacationers.

The club will send you a
form to fill out and a sample
listing to give you an idea of
how the directory works.
Write to: Vacation Exchange
Club, 350 Broadway, New

York, N.Y. 10013.

A copy of the directory
JLosts $12, and listing your
“home costs an additional $6.
It’s then up to you to contact
the owners of the dwelling
that you choose and to nego-
tiate arrangements.

— If two drinking glasses
are stuck together, put ice in

the top one. That will cool
the glass and cause it to
contract. -
._Then hold the top glass by
the rim and dip the bettom
glass in warm water. That
will cause the bottom glass
to expand. The glasses

should then separate easily.
(NEWSPAPER ENTERPRISE ASSN )

thougth

Cheese is said to be the ear-
liest form of dairy manufac-

turing. Because of its
um,{h-gi ualities it
was led tzm&e ewish and

Roman soldiers.

“And carry these ten

cheeses unto the captain of

theilr thousand and look how
tgy_:tﬂbenfm..."-—lkm
17:1
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by erma bombeck

love the movie.”’

“Please,”” he begs, as |
turn to leave, “‘I love tq
talk to liberated women
who know who they are.”

I sigh, “When [ can’t
stand the heat...I'll go
back to the kitchen.”

He says, “Would you
mind if I sent that in to
Reader’s Digest?”’ and 1

~shrug, ‘““Whatever makes

your wheels spin.”’

n It never happens that
way. The only time a man
asked me if I had ever
thought of leaving my hus-
band |
“Where?’’ and dropped a
smoked oyster in his drink.

answered,

A lot of people are
brilliant when they're
angry. Not me. I usually
end up with a colorful,
“Well, we’ll see about
that’ or ““‘Sticks and stones
will break my bones but
words will never harm
me.’’

I suspect a lot of 1t stems
from a basic shyness or in-
security. All I know sl am
dynamite in the car by
myself behind the steering
wheel. There is no one who
can top me in quick
retorts, asides, 1nnuen-
does, plays on words and
insights. I could convulse a
convention of nuclear pro-
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the wagman file

-

" WASHINGTON (NEA) -

The silly season started

by robert |. wagman

early thisyeart
This period usually
begins in late July when

it R T R _‘**-ﬂn.em and the-ad‘

testers.
That is where 1

rehearsed a comment |
was going to deliver at a
dinner honoring Arthur
Hailey a few years ago.
The speech was
devastatingly hilarous and
I began to feel sorry for
poor Mr. Hailey, who
would fade into oblivion as
the guests crowded around
my silvertongue. -~ -

At the dinner, I cleared
my throat and said, ‘“‘Mr.
Hailey, I've written
everything your've ever
read.”’

Luckily, I mumbled and
no one heard me.

business mirror

NEW YORK (AP) —
When irresistible forces
converge, something has
to give. They have con-
verged: High loan rates
that have drained funds
from the home mortgage
market, and a steady
growth of would-be
homebuyers.

What gave was the con-
ventional mortgage, a sim-
ple financial instrument
that had been a standby of
homebuyers since the
1930s. It was the rock of
home finance — a sturdy,
unchanging,
understandable loan
agreement.

No more. The new loans
are of such variety and
changeability that you
might say the rock has
been crushed to gravel.
The uncluttered, unchang-
Ing mortgage of 1978 is
gone as surely as the un-
complicated days of yore.

And out of the confusion
has come a guide, ‘‘How to
Get the Money to Buy Your

,

New Home,”” by Dennis
Jacobe and James N. Ken-
dall, that tells you the dif-
ferences, the advantages
and the disadvantages of
the graduated payment
mortgage and variable
rate mortgage and ad-
justable rate and
renegotiable rate and split
rate and graduated-
payment adjustable mor-
tgages.

If it sounds like hard
work, it certainly is. The
all-American dream of

owning a house isn’'t ac-

complished by dreaming.
Today, it’s all business.
“In buying a house, you
should always be aware of
how, when the time comes,
you're going to get rid of
the house,’’ says Kendall.
It’s an investment, that
is, and an exceedingly
good one, he and Jacobe
say. And so, when you
decide to buy, you don’t go
charging out to the
suburbs but instead sit
down at the kitchen table
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“I'm tellin’ ya — all this unnecessary surgery is

ruining my golf game. '
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and figure.

Since you’'ll be stret-
ching the budget to the
limit, you have to decide
what comforts vyou’ll
forego. It's almost  In-
evitable. According tw
old rule of thumb, your
monthly housing
payments shouldn’t ex-
ceed 25 percent of your
gross income. The new
rule says you’ll probably
have to use 30 or 35 percent
of your gross, and perhaps
even 40 percent.

Almost certainly, you
will consider lowering
your monthly payments by
extending the repayment
period from 25 years to 30
years or more. Watch out;
already, you’re running in-
to trouble. To obtain five
years more in which to
repay your loan may cut
your monthly payments by
just pennies.

Jacobe and Kendall
have unusual credentials
for writing such a book:
Both work for the U.S.
LLeague of Savings
Associations, whose
members account for the
biggest share of single-
family home mortgages,
Jacobe as an economist,
Kendall as a writer. The
book doesn’t reveal that.

They’ve been deeply in-
volved in the changes of
tl;l: past 5
changes that have

ng.loan

-‘'some savings a

associations close to in-
solvency and scrambled 50
years of tradition and
routine, |
As savings and loan
representatives, they ac-
curately state the problem
for S&Ls and their
customers when they say,
“There are no bargains in
borrowing any more
because there are no
baggains in savings.”’
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few years,

ministration flee
Washington for cooler
climes and the less for-
tunate reporters are left
behind to scrounge up
stories. It's traditional
during this season that
major coverage is given to
some controversy that nor-
mally would not merit
even a paragraph on page
20.

This year’s controversy
began in mid-May wth T.
Timothy Ryan - or “T.
Tim, the unnamed
source,’’ as he has become
known to the Washington
press corps.

Last month- the Labor
Department began a
series of press briefings on
regulatory changes com-
templated by the Reagan
administration. One of the
sessions was to address
the subject of employer
regulations, including af-
firmative action.

Some 20 to 25 reporters
gathered at the appointed
hour for that briefing. Also
in attendance were Ray-
mond Donovan, the
secretary of labor, and
Robert Collyer, the deputy
secretary for
employment standards.

It was then that a Labor
Department press official
announced a ground rule
for the briefing:
Everything was to be ‘“‘on
background,’”” which
meant that the speaker
could not be identified by
name or title.

Background briefings
are used frequently by the
State Department and the
Pentagon and occasionally
by the White House and the
Justice Department.
Seldom are they used by
agencies such as the Labor
Department. But after du-
ly voicing their objections,
the reporters settled back
to hear what was so impor-
tant that it could be said
only on background.

The speaker turned out
to be not Donovan or Col-
lyer but T. Timothy Ryan,
the department’s solicitor
and a leading expert on
employer regulations. His
presentation was describ-
ed by one reporter as
““about the most boring”’
that he had ever attended.
Ryan not only said nothing
new but refused to com-
ment on many possible
changes that the reporters
knew were being con-
sidered.

The result of this non-
event was interesting,
however. One wire ser-
vice, not wishing to give
the story background
status, reported not a word
on the briefing. The
Washington Post did carry
a story - illustrated with a
large picture of Ryan

ove the caption ‘‘Labor
%ﬁcial who briefed
reporters under the condi-
tion that his name not be
used.”’

Likewise, one television
network ran a brief sound
report from the briefing;
the speaker was identified
as “‘a Labor Department
official who wanted to re-
main nameless.”” The
story in The New York
attributed all
statements to ‘‘a
spokesman who specified
that his name not be used”’
but noted that the depart-
ment had invited reporters
“to scheduled briefing by
T. Timothy Ryan.”

Needless to say, the
Labor Department was not
happy with the media’s
coverage of the briefing.
Warl Cox, the depart-
ment’'s chief press
spokesman, fired off let-
ters Qomhpalcll‘?iirllagted”:gt
reporters 0 e
background rules. |

There is, of course, a
serious side to this farce:
the |
ba
mem
administration.

The backgrounde

briefing by

r was
raised to something of an
art form by Secretary of
State Henry Kissinger,
who was forever giving
reporters great quotes that

use of the

of the Reagan

they attributed to “a high-

level State Department of-

ficial.”’
The_backgrounder con-.

tinued during the Carter

years and is flourishing
under Reagan. But
reporters and editors are.
growing increasingly
weary of the format. Many
of them apparently chose
to draw the line with Ryan,
who as a result suddenly
became a major media
figure instead of a
nameless, faceless,
voiceless bureaucrat.

The episode may have
the desirable effect of get-
ting more officials to
speak either on the record
or not at all. If so, it could
have significance beyond
being the start of the 1981

silly season.

ASTRO-GRAPH
Bernice Bede Osol

Lady Luck will be looking out for
your interests this coming year in
enterprises or ventures which

you either originate or manage.
She'll put you together with the
right people, but after that it's up
o you.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) Your
philosophical outiook and zest
for life makes you a fun person
o be around today, except in
anything concerning money.
Here your judgment is faulty.
Romance, travel, luck,
resources, possible pitfalls and
career for the ¢ months
are all discussed in your Astro-
Graph which begins with your
birthday. Mail $1 for each to
Astro-Graph, Box 489, Radio
City Station, N.Y. 10019. Be sure
to specify birth date.

CANCER (June 2-July 22)
involvements where emotional
bonds are shared are where you
are the luckiest today, but let
things happen naturally — don't
try to force togetherness.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) Your
judgment is very astute today
evaluating m<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>