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High school bands take Newsmaker 2001 title

By Nancy Adamson
Assistant News Editor

This year's closest vote didn't have any-
thing’to do with Florida, but it did require
several recounts. The Midland High and
Lee High bands narrowly edged out the
Midland Christian football team and MHS
baseball player Jayson Nix to become the
Reporter-Telegram's Newsmaker 2001.

Readers voted the efforts of the two
bands to raise funds to travel to Washing-
ton, D.C. to march in President George W.
Bush's inaugural parade the most worthy
local newsmaking event of the past year.

Last year's newsmaker, Cedric Benson.
won by a landslide and even managed a few
write-in votes this year thanks to his mem-
orable freshman season with the Univer-
sity of Texas Lorighorn football team. A
mere handful of ballots separated the top
three finishers in this year’s vote.

The bands won with 29 percent of the
votes. The Midland Christian football
team, which won its second straight
parochial school state title, got 28.5 percent
of the votes and Jayson Nix, who led the

INTTER

Midland High baseball team to a state title,
got 27.5 percent.

It was quite a year for the members of
the two bands. From the moment Bush was
declared the winner of the election in
December 2000, fund-raising efforts were
started in the hope the bands would be invit-
ed to participate in his inaugural parade.

“We would love to be invited to the
parade,”” said Lee High band director
Randy Storie. “The past students that went
have always treasured the event and come
back to tell me what a great opportunity it
was for them.”

The Lee band marched in George H.W.
Bush’s inaugural parade in 1989, Ronald
Reagan's parade in 1985. Both bands
marched in both of George W. Bush's
Texas parades when he was governor.

The invitation arrived via e-mail in late
December and there was no doubt the bands
would do everything they could to partic-

Ipate in inauguration of a fellow Midlan-
der.

“It's a once-in-a-lhifetime privilege.”” said
Midland High band director Gary Doher-
ty. “To be involved in the new millenni-
um nauguration is incredible.”

The cost of the tnp was estimated at
$500,000. Donations from the Abell-
Hanger Foundation, the Midland City
Council and other community groups
helped get the group halfway toward its
goal, but 1n the end, it came down to the
band members themselves to raise the rest
of the money.

Teams of four, consisting of a pair from
each school. canvassed the city, going door-
to-door to solicit donations as part of their
fundraising effort.

Tables were set up to receive donations
at Wal-Mart and Midland Park Mall. The
goal, which ended up at $404,000, was met
two days betore the bands were scheduled
to leave. Band booster parent John Fisco
said the students were exhausted from the
tfund-raising efforts and the practice need-

Please see NEWSMAKER/4A

Sept. 11 attack
top '01 story Iin
Midland, nation

By Gary Ott
City Editor

As one looks back on the year 2001,
it 1s not difficult to single out the most
significant event of the year.

What makes 1t unique, however, is
the fact that not only 1s it the No. | sto-
ry in Midland, it 1s No. | story in Texas,
in America, and, indeed. in the world.

But that's exactly what the terrorists
attacks on New York City and Wash-
ington, D.C. were.

The No. | news story of this year ...
and perhaps of any year.

The bloody attacks came to be
known simply by a date, Sept. 11. Noth-
ing else needed to be said.

Midlanders reacted just as people all
over America reacted ... with horror,
then anger, mixed with a sense of sad-
ness and even some helplessness, but
quickly followed by a giant surge of
patriotism.

Amernican flags could be seen all over
town, flying at businesses, homes and
on automobiles.

Suddenly it was OK to be a proud
Amernican. And it didn’t matter what
color, race or sex a person was. Every-
one was an American.

In Midland, prayer rallies were held.
Thousands of dollars were raised for the
families of the victims. Heartfelt mes-
sages from small children were mailed
to New York City and the nation’s cap-
ital. Local members of the National
Guard were called to duty. Midlanders
already serving in the military joined
the war effort in Afghanistan. Others
joined the armed services, wanting to
do their part to make America strong.

But most Midlanders took a critical
look inward, reevaluating their priori-
ties and choices.
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Many changed, becoming more spir-
itual, more family-oriented, more giv-
Ing.

In that sense. Sept. 11 made Amer-
Ica stronger.

And Midland, too.

2. HOMETOWN BOY BECOMES

TRUE WORLD LEADER

The transformation of former Mid-
lander George W. Bush was truly
astounding to watch.

Indeed, as one reflects on the events
surrounding Sept. 11 and the presi-
dent's commanding handling of the
subsequent war on terrorism, it is hard
to believe that just days before there
were whispers that his presidency was
already 1n trouble.

Public opinion polls showed that if
a rematch with Al Gore were held, the
race would be just as close as it was in
November of 2000.

Late-night comedians were having a
field day. poking fun at Bush and claim-
ing he d rather spend time relaxing on
his Texas ranch than handle the duties
in the White House.

Some even wondered if he liked
being president ... or if he were up to
the job.

But all of that changed on Sept. 11.

On that day, George W. Bush truly
became President George W. Bush.

And the jokes ended.

Midlanders took a certain pride in the
new-found public confidence in the
president.

And why not?

George W. Bush was a Midlander.
And he liked to tell people he was a
Midlander, and that Midland was
where he formed the values that would
dictate the way he lived his life.

Please see YEAR/2A

Brooklyn firefighters
George Johnson, left,
of Ladder 157, Dan
McWilliams, center, of
Ladder 157, and Billy
Eisengrein, right, of
Rescue 2, raise a flag
at the World Trade
Center in New York
Sept. 11 (Thomas E.
Franklin/AP). LEFT:
George W. and Laura
Bush in Midland
shortly before they
flew to Washington,

D.C. for the
tion in January. FAR
RIGHT: The Taylor
family.

Tim Fischer/Reporter-Telegram
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Evidence ties al-Qaida suspects to network, Mohamed Atta

By Dafna Linzer and Paul Haven
Associated Press

An al-Qaida plot to blow up the U.S.
Embassy in Rome. Another to set terrorist
commandos loose in Strasbourg, home of the
European Parliament. A
third to spirit a suicide
bomber into the Ameri-
can embassy in Paris.

Authorities on both
sides of the Atlantic have
described the plots as the
work of a highly com-
partmentalized organiza-
tion whose members
often weren't aware of
each others’ activities.

Even so, a look reveals
that many of those suspected of orchestrat-

-ing terror against Americans had direct and
frequent connections — a meeting in Spain, .

a phone number found in Hamburg, a Lon-
don cleric*who was a religioys inspiration to

&

terrorists in different cells.

And connected to 1t all, Mohamed Atta —
the suicide pilot Osama bin Laden described
as “in charge of the group™ of Sept. 11 sui-
cide hijackers — seems to have been the
common thread that wove through the lives
of many bin Laden agents.

Atta’s travels in the last months of his life
brought him in contact with some of those
allegedly behind plots against the U.S.
embassies in Rome, and Pans, as well as a
cell officials say was plotting to attack the
European Parliament and other targets in
Strasbourg, France. He also met an Iraqi
intelligence official in- Prague and is sus-
pected of links to a group of North Africans
in Spain that authorities say was planning to
attack U.S. interests in Europe.

While the other al-Qaida plots in Europe
were thwarted, the one Atta controlled
directly — leading a team of suicide hijack-
ers who threw their lives away in order to
take thousands more — succeeded.

U.S. authorities, who spoke on condition
of anonymity, say lht]. have placed Atta at

the center of their investigation and are work-
ing backward. retracing his steps in order to
reach other potential terronsts.

What they have found 1s that in the months
leading up to the worst terronst attack in his-
tory. al-Qaida suspects were working
throughout Europe. often bumping up
against authonties and each other. In some
cases. a suspect under surveillance 1n one
country was not considered a danger by
authorities 1n another.

THE ROME PLOT:

When the U.S. Embassy in Rome¢ went on
alert and shut down for three days last Jan-
uary, there was a suggestion al-Qaida may
have been plotting an attack

Four months later. ltalian police nabbed
Essid Ben Khemais, a burly Tunisian known
as “the Saber.” Itahan prosecutor Stefano
Dambruoso has said Ben Kheimars was sent
from Afghanistan to supervise bin Laden’s
terronst operations in Europe. He 15 con-
sidered a hmgh-ranking bin Laden assqciate

Please see ATTA/IA
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And governed the country.

It all started 1in Midland.
That's what he said.

Like on Jan. 17 of this year,
when he returned to the Tall
City on his way to becoming
this country’s 43rd president and
told the thousands of people on
hand that “This 1s my home!'"

The crowd roared.

One of Midland’s own was
going to the White House.

The prnide continued at his
inauguration a few days later.
Many local residents went to
Washington to witness the fes-
tivities first hand. But tar more
watched 1t all untold on nation-
al television, from the parade,
which included local bands. to
the emotional swearing-in that
took place on Jan. 20.

That was the day George W.
Bush, a former Midlander,
became the president of the
United ‘imlca.

Sept. 11, of the other hand.
was the dd‘v George W. Bush. a
former Midlander. became a
world leader.

And 1n both cases. Midlanders
were proud of the hometown
boy who made good.

3. MIDLAND GETS A

NEW MAYOR

It was a mavoral election like
no other in the Tall City's his-
tory. There was one big reason
why: Money.

Never had so manv dollars
been spent to get a job that paid
so little

But that's what happened in
the spring of 2001

Current ity councilmen Mike
Canon and Bill Dingus were
joined in the high-protile race by
former councilmen Dale Brown
and Buddy Sipes and politucal
newcomer Thomas Floumoy.
Sipes later dropped out of the
race and threw his support. and
campaign tinances. to Canon.
saying both shared a “moder-
ately conservative philosophy.”
a not-so-subtle jab at Brown. the
early frontrunner who was
widely viewed as the most
hard-core conservative of the

candidates.

Sull, the campaign surged for-
ward at a fevenish pitch.

Each remaining candidate
insisted he had the best plan for
moving Midland forward.

The electorate listened but
didn't make up their minds
until the final days leading up
to May S election. Indeed, polls
consistently showed as many as
40 percent of potential voters
were undecided as late as one
week prior to election day.

If that was true, then nearly all
of those undecided voters end-
ed up castuing their ballots for
Canon.

When the votes were finally

tallhed on election might, the -

numbers  shocked many
observers. They read like this:

Canon: 7,743.

Brown: 3.800.

Dingus: 2.690.

Flournoy: 166.

Even more impressive was the
fact Canon managed to win a
clear majority 1n a four-man
race. He got 53.70 percent of the
vote, a 27-percent victory over
his nearest rnival.

But. really, the thing that
stuck out about the race was the
money spent.

The final totals were as fol-
lows:

Brown: $95.953.50 spent:
$54.438 raised.
Canon: $47.587.74 spent;

$52.900.37 raised.

Dingus: $38.498.20 spent:
530.035.35 raised.

In other words. the three
together spent more than
$182.000.

And, oh yeah. the job pays
$75 a month.

4. ED SALES TAX
BECOMES REALITY

In this case., the third ume
really was the charm.

And to 1ts most avid support-
ers. including newly elected
mavor Mike Canon. Midland's
future was at stake.

This ume. a majonty of Mid-
land s voters agreed.

On Nov. 6. they turned out 1n

No. 3 — Mike Canon fills out the paperwork necessary to place
his name on the mayoral ballot for the May 5th election. Photo

by Tim Fischer.

No. 4— Jerry Morales, right, watches as volunteers bring up the
more than 3,000 signatures the group collected of Midlanders
supporting an economic development sales tax. Photo by Tim

Fischer.

No. 5 — Tye Orr holds the state championship trophy aloft for
his MHS teammates. Photo by Brian Adamcik.

No. 6 — Robert Nicks, MISD superintendent, talks with school
board members before a press conference introducing Nicks to
Midland in March. Photo by Tim Fischer.

No. 7 — More than 700 employees currently work at the Midland
Cingular Call Center. Photo by Tim Fischer.
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~ents said “yes”

large numbers to overwhelm-
ingly pass an economic devel-
opment sales tax. After defeat-
ing the .neasure twice before in
the 1990s, this ime local resi-
to a quarter-
cent increase in the city's sales
tax, which will be used to cre-
ate an economic development
corporation that proponents
hope will help diversity Mid-
land’s oil-dependent economy.

Supporters of the tax increase
insisted the additional revenue
— estimated to be about $3 mil-
lion a year — 1s needed to allow
the city to play on the same
playing field as markets like
Amarnllo, Abilene and Odessa
when 1t comes to recruiting new
businesses.

The election totals were:

For: 8,395

Against: 5,844,

Supporters quickly praised
the electorate.

“It’s a landmark day for Mid-
land,” Canon said on election
night. It creates an opportuni-
ty for us to create jobs for young
people and people we educate in
this community. It's a chance
for them to stay here or to come
back home after receiving a
college education elsewhere.

The city will begin collecting
tax revenue in April of 2002.

S. ANOTHER STATE

CHAMPIONSHIP.

This 1s getting to be old hat.

Another local high school wins
a state championship 1n sports,
and at the 5A level, which is the
largest in Texas.

This time 1t was the Midland
High School baseball team that
brought home the gold, winning
the state championship game
against Austin High School, 4-2,
on June 9 in Round Rock.

The Bulldogs won by doing
what they had done all season,
complementing a strong pitching
performance — this time by
Jayson Nix, who earlier was tak-
en 1n the tirst round of the Major
League baseball draft by the
Colorado Rockies — with time-

ly hitting with men on base.

“It was a great baseball game,
said MHS coach Barry Russell, as
he and his players had their
championship medals on hung on
them by Texas Gov. Rick Perry.

But some of the players were
already looking ahead to next
year.

That’s what a taste of the gold
will do.

“We're going to be expecting
It now and we 're not going to set-
tle for anything less,” said sopho-
more Daniel Stovall.

Junmor centerfielder James
Smith agreed.

“We re planning on being here
next ycar, too,” he said.

And at the rate local schools are
winning state championships
these days, don’t bet against
them.

6. NEW SUPERINTENDENT

TAKES CHARGE

The unstated. but clearly under-
stood job descnption was daunt-
ing indeed: Restore the Midland
Independent School District’s
badly tamished image with the
local taxpayer.

That's what faced Robert
Nicks, who officially accepted
the position as MISD's super-
intendent on Apnl 17 at a salary
of $185,000 per year.

On his first day on the job,
June 1, he made a comment to
the Reporter-Telegram that set
the tone for his new adminis-
tration. “"The educational system
1S not the same today as it was
20 years ago,” he said. “And |
told the school board during my
interview that if they didn t want
change for the better, they don't
need to hire me.”

But the school board was
looking for change. and that was
a big reason Nicks., who came
to Midland from Beaumont,
was hired.

Board members heaped praise
on him from the beginning.

“I'm thrnilled with his qualifi-

cations and his approach to the
job,” trustee Linda Foster said
at the time of the hiring. “This
community is going to love him.
Teachers are going to love him.
He knows what it takes.”

At least, that’s what the board
1S hoping.

After all, it wasn’t all that
long ago — 1n October of 2000
— that Midlanders went to the
polls in huge numbers to over-
whelmingly defeat a $72.2 mil-
lton bond election, many citing
“a lack of trust in MISD" as the
major reason for opposing the
measure.

MISD may soon find out if
that confidence has been
restored.

On Dec. 11, Nicks announced
plans for a new bond election to
be held in September of 2002 ...
and he vowed that the results
would be different this time
around.

But only time will tell.

7. CINGULAR COMES TO
TOWN.

The Page One headline in the
Apnl 12 edition of the Reporter-
Telegram said it all: “Hello Cin-
gular!”

s
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YEAR: Bulldogs beat Austin High to win state championship

Hello, indeed.

It was one day earlier — on
April 11 — that the worst-kept
secret became a reality. Cingu-
lar Wireless announced its plans
to open a customer care center
in Midland’s former Builders
Square location at Loop 250 and
Highway 191.

But the key word was: jobs.
And lots of them.

Company officials said the
center, which opened later in the
summer, woulcfx initially employ
750 people, with that number
expected to grow to 1,000 by
October. It was estimated to
generate some $45 million for
the Midland economy.

City officials, many of whom
had worked behind the scenes to
secure the deal, were overjoyed
with the announcement.

“It’s a big hit for Midland,”
said then-Mayor Bobby Burns.
“Anytime you can bring 750-
1,000 jobs to this city, it is a
tremendous boost for Midland.
It will make the economy even
stronger.”

In order to help secure the
deal, local leaders organized a
public/private incentive pack-
age, including $1 million from
the city s water and sewer fund.

Although criticized by some
— calling 1t “corporate welfare™
— the general public seemed to
accept the incentives, and many
believe the action helped create
a positive momentum in the
community that eventually led
to the passage of the economic
sales tax later in the year.

- YTR DY

It was a tragedy almost too
horrible to imagine.

But 1t happened and it left a
Greenwood family grieving for
Its own.

The horror began durning the
early afternoon hours of Tues-
day, Aug. 7. Sisters Kristin

Please see 2001/3A
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Taylor, 16, and Katie Taylor, 9,
were southbound on South
County Road 1150 when their
compact car was struck by an
oncoming tractor-trailer.

According to police at the
scene, the older Taylor girl, who
was driving, was killed instant-
ly. The younger sister was res-
cued through the back window
of the vehicle and transported
immediately to Midland Memo-
nal Hospital. Katie Taylor nev-
er regained consciousness. She
was pronounced dead at about
1:30 p.m. the following day.

But the sadness doesn’t end
there.

Tuesday — the day of the
accident — marked the parents,
Mike and Judy Taylor, 19th
wedding anniversary.

Making matters worse, Mrs.
Taylor has been diagnosed with
cancer and 1s undergoing treat-
ment.

Midland County Shenff Gary
Painter, a friend of family,
explained.

“It was a tragic, tragic day,
and on top of it all, his (Mike
Taylor) wife was in the unit at
the hospital receiving treat-
ment. When he found out his
nine-year-old was in the car, he
was very, very distraught, as
anyone would be.”

Mike and Judy Taylor have a
third daughter, Kara, who
turned three years of age on that
tragic Wednesday.

9. ANOTHER OIL MERGER

It was the kind of news story
that causes Midlanders to hold
their collective breath. And for
good reason. The local econo-
my's wellbeing might very well
be dramatically impacted by
what follows.

But that’s way 1t 1s when the
local economy is oil-based, and
twOo more major companies are
about to become one.

In this case, 1t was the
announcement on Oct. 9 that
with near-unanimous votes,
shareholders officially endorsed
the $38.6 billion acquisition of
Texaco by Chevron.

ChevronTexaco immediately
became the second largest
American energy company and
the fifth largest in the world.

But the big news, at least for
Midlanders, was the fact 1t
would retain its ties to the Per-
mian Basin.

“The combined company will
have a significant presence 1n
the Permian Basin,” said Alan
Kleier, vice president of the Per-
mian Basin Unit for Chevron-
Texaco. “We will be the second
largest producer in the Permian
Basin. The merger will give us
the power to excel.”

Still, officials acknowledged
it was too early to know how the
merger would affect the 202
employees in Texaco’s Midland
office and the 234 in field oper-
ations in the Permian Basin or
the 150 Chevron employees in
Midland and 128 in the field.

But at least some of those
positions were expected to be
eliminated.

10. HIGHS AND LOWS
FOR THE CAFK

It was the best of imes and
the worst of times for the Con-
federate Air Force.

Early in the year, the organi-
zation had to deal with tragedy
... not once, but twice.

In both cases, death resulted.

It was on Saturday, Apnl 14,
that CAF pilot Roy Green, 53,
of Midland was killed when the
World War Il-era monoplane he

Settlement
reached In
Superfund
cleanup

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Pol-
luters have agreed to a $340 mul-
lion cleanup of a former land-
fill that was declared a Super-
fund site 15 years ago.

Under the settlement, 177
companies will contain and
monitor contaminants at the
190-acre Operating Industries
site. The dump is located in
Monterey Park, about 10 miles
east of downtown Los Angeles.

The agreement announced
Friday brings the total cleanup
cost to more than $600 million,
making it one of the most
expensive non-governmental
Superfund sites in the federal
program’s history, attorneys
said.

An estimated 4,000 compa-
nies are believed to have
dumped commercial and indus-
trial waste at the landfill from
1948 to 1984. They include
southern California’s major
employers: Exxon-Mobil, Uno-
cal, Chevron, Texaco, Lock-
heed-Martin, Boeing and Gen-
eral Motors.

was piloting crashed moments
after takeoff at Midland Inter-
national Airport.

The fatality occurred during
the CAF’s annual Open Cock-
pit Day at which Green’s wife,
Susan, and their children, Emi-
ly and Ryan, were attending.

Amazingly, Green’s co-pilot-
passenger, visiting German Air
Force Capt. Manfred Aust, suf-

fered only minor injuries and
walked away from the aircraft.
He was treated and released at
Midland Memonal Hospital.
Tragedy would strike again
for the CAF. And soon.
One month to the day later —

on Monday, May 14 — two

Midland-based CAF pilots were
killed on a training-familianza-
tion flight when their BT-13
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new looks and toy with

some new makeup

ideas. To make your
Colour Play Date even

more fun, invite a friend!
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COMMEMORATTVE ARFFORCE

Valiant monoplane crashed at
Bates Field near Odessa in far
west Midland County.

Killed were 61-year-old Dan
Secker, the pilot-in-command,
and Neal Clifton, 54, who was
gaining experience in the air-
craft.

But not everything that hap-
pened to the CAF in 2001 was
sad ... or tragic.
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Indeed, there were many
bright moments.

One highlight occurred on
Dec. 7, the 60th anniversary of
the attack on Pearl Harbor,
which launched America into
World Wat I1.

CAF officials used that his-
torical date to mark the cele-
bration of the organization’s

10th year to be headquartered in

Personalized makeup play-
by-plays so you can re-create

the look on your own.
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FAR LEFT, TOP: The shat-
tered frame of a WWil‘era
Fairchild PT-19A trainer rests
near a runway at Midland
international Airport after a
crash in April. The pilot, Roy
Don Green of the Confeder-
ate Air Force, was killed. His
co-pilot passenger, visiting
German Air Force Capt. Man-
fred Aust, walked away. The
plane has just taken off when
it crashed. FAR LEFT, BOT-
TOM: Texas State troopers
examine the wreckage of a
CAF BT-13 aircraft that
crashed in May near a remote
airstrip in Southwest Midland
County. The crash of the sin-
gle engine, two-seater killed
both pilot-in-command Dan
Secker and Neal Clifton up
for a familiarization flight,
both from Midland. LEFT:
Hundreds of people attended
the CAF 10 year celebration
in October. The event started
with the unveiling of the new
name, Commemorative Air
Force.

Midland.

Officials also unveiled a new
name and logo.

Beginning this Tuesday, the
first day of the new year, the
Confederate Air Force official-
ly becomes the Commemorative
Air Force.

And, yes, that means the ini-
tials remain CAF.

THIS WEEK ONLY!

Stop by our counter, or call for an appointment.

ift

I
.

CLINIQUE

deep comton

Free gift

Receive a free travel-sized
Deep Comfort Lotion or
Cool Lustre Body Moisture
and a full-size hipstick as
your gift with a personal
appointment with a
Chimque representative.
One gift per person.
please, while supphes last.
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3-day forecast

WEATHER

il
Today Monday Tuesday
Cloudy Mostly cloudy Mostly cloudy
High 45 High 45 High 45
Low 28 Low 27 Low 28

Today's forecast calls for mostly cloudy skies and highs around
45 with east winds from 5 to 15 mph. For tonight, expect cloudy

skies and lows from 25 to 30.

Monday s forecast calls for highs from 45 to 50.

On New Year's Day, expect cloudy skies with a slight chance of

snow. Expect lows around 25 with highs from 35 to 40.

The high on Saturday reached 48, while the low dropped to 34.
The record high for Dec. 29 is 77 set in 1945. The record low is 9

set in 1983.
Yesterday's precipitation

Rainfall Fnday . ... ..0.00 in.
Rainfall Saturday .. ..0.00 in.
Total tor month . . .. .0.10 in.
Total for year .... ... 9.85 1n.
Normal total

(yearto date) . . . ... .. 14.93 1n.

National weather

Yesterday's temperatures

High ... .............. 48
LW 250G i s e et 5 s
Normal high .......... 56
Nomallow ........... 29

National forecast

The AccuWeather.com forecast for noon, Sunday, Dec. 30

Bands separate high temperalure zones for the da,

© 2001 AccuWeather, Inc

._f-nm_r; I I
'ﬂ ;LH_I" - = ._.I L%
High Low

e I._.|-',|'-_.' b el

Showers Ran T-storms Flurries Snow ice

e i
LIRS S TR ‘ - > U

United States temperatures

Témperatures indicale Saturday s hugh and
overmght low 10 B p m Eastern Time

T ——— Lo Prc Otlk
Atlanta b2 43 cdy
Atlantic City 47 21 clr
Baitimore 47 23 cdy
Baton Rouge 66 39 clr
Bismarck 15 B 01 SNO
Boston 37 28 cdy
Casper 22 7 cdy
Chicago 19 12 cir
Cincinnat 26 23 01 clr
Cleveland 23 20 01 cay
Dayton 22 20 clr
Daytona Beach 75 54 02 cdy
Denver 32 15 cay
Des Moines 17 8 cdy
Detron 25 20 cdy
Fairbanks Z 6 cdy
Fargo 15 4 01 Cay
Flimt 22 16 cdy
Fort Smith 37 33 Cay
Fonn Wayne 23 19 cdy
Fresno 56 51 94 Ccdy
Goodlang 31 9 Cdy
Grand Juncthon 37 19 Ay
Grand Rapias 22 16 05 SNO
Great Falls 12 3 01 clr
Green Bay 20 B cdy
Greensboro NC 57 31 clr
Harnsburg 38 23 SNO
Hartford Spgtid 37 22 cay
Helena 22 19 U9 cay
Honolulu B3 74 21 cdy
Huntisvilie 44 31 cay
Indhanapolis 21 19 cdy
Jackson Miss 56 43 cay
Jacksonville 71 47 Cir
Juneau 33 33 02 cdy
Kansas City 24 13 cay
Key West T8 71 cdy
Knoxville 4K grs clr
Lake Charies 67 44 cdy
Lansing 23 " cdy
Las Vegas 99 48 cdy
LinColin 21 10 cady
Ltie Hock 443 36 cdy
Los Angeles o8 o7 22 Cdy
Memphis 41 37 cdy
Miams Beach 81 63 cay
Milwaukee 17 10 cdy
Mpis-St Paul 12 4 cdy
Mobike 68 37 cir
Montgomery e 33 cdy

Nashville 35 34 clr
New Orleans 66 42 Chr
New York City 39 32 cdy
Oklahoma City 32 22 cdy
Omaha 18 10 cdy
Orlando 76 58 cdy
Philadelphia 44 30 clr
Phoenix 65 50 cdy
Pittsburgh 24 21 02 clr
Portland Mane 36 23 cdy
Portland Ore 13 31 cdy
Prowdence 38 25 cdy
Pueblo 35 26 cdy
Raleigh-Durham 61 34 clr
Rapid Crty 23 6 mim
Heno 44 36 10 cdy
Richmond 58 27 cdy
Hoanoxe 49 29 clr
Rochester 28 16 cdy
Rockford 18 11 Clr
Sacramento 56 50 66 m
St Louws 25 20 cdy
St Thomas 85 74 cdy
Salem QOre 40 3 04 cdy
Salt Lake City 30 19 cdy
San Dvego 65 53 cay
San Francisco 54 50 85 cdy
San Jose 59 51 25 cdy
Samta Fe 41 17 SNO
St Ste Mare 25 -1 04 SNO
Savannah &9 41 cir
Seattle 49 38 cdy
Shrevepon 53 39 cay
Swoux City 16 8 cay
Swoux Falls 13 2 cdy
South Bend 18 17 cdy
Spokane 31 26 cdy
Springheld 1l 22 13 cdy
Springheid Mo 26 19 cdy
Syracuse 33 24 cdy
Tallahassee 71 38 che
Tampa-St Ptisbg 75 63 cdy
Toledo 25 22 cdy
Topeka 27 14  cdy
Tucson 72 45 cdy
Tulsa 34 21 cdy
Tupelo 45 32 cdy
Washington D C 47 30 cdy
W Paim Beach 80 63 cdy
Wichna 30 15 cdy
Wilkes-Barre 31 20 cdy
Wilmington Del 45 28 Clr
Yakima 37 29 cdy
Y oungstown 24 8 05 cdy
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Texas temperatures

Hhghest tlemperature last 12 hours lowes! past
18 hours and precipiahon for 24 hours at 6
pm

Hi Lo Pcp
Abslene | 48 J1
Amaniio 37 17
Arkngton 45 39
Austin Bergstrom 55 30
Austin Mabry o4 41
Beaumont 68 43
Brownsvike 80 47
Crwidress 43 25
College Staton 58 34
Conroe 64 35
Corpus Chnst 72 42
Corsscana a7 39
Cotulla 66 36
Dahant 34 12
Dallas Love Fweid 49 38
Del R0 B0 37
Denton 42 3
DFW Aspon AF 38
Dryden 56 a4
El Paso 64 41
Fort Stocikton 53 34
Fort Worth Meacham 49 4
Hahveston 67 46
B 52 36

Guadalupe Pass 50 28
Hondo 60 35
Houston Hobby 68 42
Huntswville 60 36
Junchon 50 30
Kingswille 71 40
Laredo A8 43
Longwew 53 34
Lubbock 42 23
Lufion 59 35
Marta 61 36
MCHKinney 43 34
Mictland : 49 30
Mineral Wells 43 32
New Braunfels 57 37
Odessa 48 29
Palacwos 70 41
Pans 45 34
Rockport 72 39
San Angelo 47 36
San Amomo 58 36
San Marcos 55 37
Terred 44 36
Tyler 51 38
Victona 64 39
Waco 49 36
Wichita Falis 45 26
Yok 50 33
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ATTA: Jordanian says he is ‘just a cleric for Islam’

(From 1A)

who Spanish officials say met
with Atta in Spain weeks before
his arrest.

Italian investigators have said
they ve uncovered evidence of
cooperation among al-Qaida
cells in Germany, France, Spain
and Belgium.

Under Ben Khemais' direc-
tion, the investigators say, an
ltalhlan-German cell plotted to
bring down the heavily guard-
ed U.S. Embassy, a 19th centu-
ry building on Rome’s fashion-
able Via Veneto. Two members
of the cell were arrested short-
ly after the Sept. 11 attacks,
including a Tunisian man
picked up outside a Milan
mosque referred to by the State
Department as al-Qaida’s “main
station house in Europe.”

Some time between the clos-
ing of the Rome embassy and
Ben Khemais’ arrest in April he
met with Atta in Spain, Spanish
police say. What the men dis-
cussed 1s not known.

THE HAMBURG CELL;

The Dec. 11 U.S. indictment
of Zacarias Moussaoui, a
French citizen of Moroccan
descent arrested in Minhesota
three weeks before the Sept. 11
attacks, shed more light on the
cell Atta operated in Hamburg,
Germany.

U.S. authorities allege that
Moussaoul, who authorities say
would have been among the
hijackers had he not been arrest-
ed. tollowed many of the same
patterns as the 19 hijackers, all
of whom were named as unin-
dicted co-conspirators along
with bin Laden.

The indictment also linked
Moussaoui to Ramzi Binal-
shibh, an alleged member of the
German cell who once lived
with Atta in a Hamburg apart-
ment where they are believed to
have planned the Sept. |1
attack.

U.S. investigators believe
Binalshibh was meant to have
been the 20th hijacker and have
suggested that Moussaour may
have been picked as an alternate
when Binalshibh was denied
entry into the United States.

Atta's ties to Binalshibh and
hijacker Marwan al-Shehhi go
back years. The three worked
together between 1997 and
1998 at a company outside
Hamburg called Hay Computing
Service GmbH, company offi-
cials said.

In October 1999, Atta and
Binalshibh both attended the
wedding of Said Bahaji, a 26-
year-old German-Moroccan
who vamished shortly before
Sept. 11 and is thought to have
been part of the Hamburg cell.

At Bahaj s wedding, a lavish
affair at a local mosque, at least
three of the hijackers and their
cohorts bumped shoulders with
members of Hamburg's Mushim
community, including a Synan-
born 1mport-exporter named
Mamoun Darkazanh.

The Bush administration has
accused Darkazanh of operating
a front for al-Qaida. and Spain
has named him in the indictment
of Sept. Il suspect Imad
Yarkas, who comes from Dark-
azanl' s home town of Aleppo,
Syrnia. Atta also spent time in
Aleppo during the mid-1990s
while researching his disserta-
tion on trade development there.

Despite the ties, German
authorities have said they don't
have enough evidence to arrest
Darkazanh.

In an interview with The
Associated Press after Sept. 11,
Darkazanh said he met Atta at
Bahaji's wedding and acknowl-
edged a failed business dealing
with a bin Laden cohort but said
he was innocent of any wrong-
doing.

MEMPHIS. Tenn. (AP) — Authonties said a
Flonda man who was arrested with a loaded 9mm
semiautomatic pistol in his carry-on luggage had
already boarded two flights before the gun was

found.

Barry L. Brunstein of Tampa, Fla., was charged
Frniday with attempting to board an aircraft with a

concealed weapon.

According to an FBI affidavit filed in U.S. Dis-
trict Court, Brunstein flew from Tampa to Atlanta,
switched flights and continued to Memphis.

Brunstein was preparing to board a Delta Air
Lines flight back to Atlanta on Fniday when he was
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Yarkas

Reid

THE RECRUITERS:

Spanish authorities would
like to know why Yarkas’
Madnd phone number appeared
in an address book found in
Atta’s Hamburg apartment after
the attacks.

Did Atta meet the man sus-
pected of recruiting and fund-
raising for al-Qaida during one
of his Spanish trips? Investiga-
tors can't say.

What the Spanish Interior
Mimistry has said 1s that Yarkas,
who used the alias Abu Dahdah,
was the “representative of the
organization run by Osama bin
Laden in Spain,” and spent
years hiring holy warriors and
raising an undetermined amount
of cash to pay for their opera-
tions.

On Nov. 18, Yarkas and sev-
en others were charged in a
Madnd court with belonging to
al-Qaida. Baltasar Garzon,
Spain’s top anti-terrorism judge,
said they “were directly linked
to the preparation and carrying
out of the attacks perpetrated by
suicide pilots on Sept. 11,
2001.7

While Yarkas may not have
known all the details about the
attacks, he knew the World
Trade Center and the Pentagon
were targets, according to
Spain's national police chief,
Juan Cotino.

And hke Atta, Yarkas seems
to have been connected to oth-
er suspects named in the Sept.
Il nvestigation, including
Mohamed Bensakhria, who 1is
believed to have been bin
LLaden’s top aide in Europe, as
well as Mohamed Boualem
Khnouni, the leader of the
Algenian cell now in Spanish
custody.

According to the indictment,
Yarkas traveled 20 times to
Britain and visited Turkey, Bel-
gium, Denmark. Sweden,
Indonesia, Malaysia and Jordan
as part of his recruitment drive.

As early as 1997, he began
sending fighters first for train-
ing 1n al-Qaida camps and then
to the front lines in Bosnia and
Afghanistan. The indictment
lists a dozen fighters under his
tutelage and connections to
operatives around the globe —
chiefly Omar Mahmoud Oth-
man, a London-based preacher
better known as Abu Qutadah.

LONDON CONNECTION:

A  Spanish indictment
describes Abu Qutadah as “the
supreme leader at the European
level of the mujahedeen.” or
Islamic fighters.

Jordanmian authonities call Abu
Qutadah a senior associate of
bin Laden and last year a mili-
tary court there found him
gutlty of conspiracy to carry out
terronist attacks on U.S. and

Man accused of having gun in carry-on luggage

selected for a random search, said Larry Cox, Mem-
phis-Shelby County Airport Authority president.
That search tumed up the pistol in his carry-on lug-
gage, according to the affidavit by Memphis FBI

Bensakhria
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Moussaoul

Israeli targets. He is living in
London where he has refugee
status.

Abu Qutadah, a Jordanian of
Palestinian descent, denies all
the charges and says his mosque
on London’s Baker Street is
nothing more than a sanctuary
for worshippers.

“I am just a cleric for Islam.
People talk to me from all over
the world,” he recently told AP.

Authorities suspect other-
wise. U.S. intelligence officials
have been saying since October
that some of the suspects were
recruited at his mosque.

Zacarias Moussaoui's broth-
er has said Moussaoui was rad-
icalized at the Baker street
mosque.

Moussaoui also worshipped at
a London mosque frequented by
Richard C. Reid, the man who
allegedly tned to blow up a Dec.
22 trans-Atlantic flight with
explosives hidden in his shoes,
said Abdul Haqq Baker, the
mosque s chairman.

London was also home to
Lotfi Raissi, a 27-year-old
Algenan pilot who lived near
Heathrow airport and was
arrested on a U.S. warrant there
on Sept. 21.

British prosecutor Arvinda
Sambir has said Raissi trained
several hiyjackers who flew the
plane that crashed into the Pen-
tagon, including Hanmi Hanjour,
whom Raissi allegedly flew
with on June 23 from Las Vegas
to Anzona.

U.S. investigators say Atta
was also in Las Vegas then with
Hanjour, who would later crash
Amencan Airlines Flight 77 into
the Pentagon, and three other
hijackers.

THE PARIS EMBASSY:

Djamel Beghal, a 35-year-old
French-Algenan, sat in a Dubai
prison for two months before
Sept. 11.

But after the attacks, Beghal’s
story about a suicide plot to
blow up the U.S. Embassy in
Pans caught the attention of
France's top anti-terrorism
judge who quickly secured his
extradition.

French investigators have
said that during interrogations in
Dubai, Beghal said he discussed
the Pans embassy plot inside bin
Laden’s home in Afghanistan.
He later gave authorities the
names of several accomplices,
including Nizar Trabelsi, the
alleged would-be suicide
bomber.

Trabelsi, a Tunisian who once
played professional soccer in
Germany, was arrested in Bel-
gium on Sept. 13. Cotino, the
Spanish police chief, said it was
“very possible” Trabelsi and
Atta met in Spain where they
both were at the same time ear-
lier this year.

special agent Daniel Sobolewski.

-5

pa

Brunstein acknowledged the gun was his. A fed-
eral official said the gun “got by security in Tam-

Brunstein declined to comment when reached by
The Commercial Appeal newspaper. He was
released on $5,000 bond.

Delta officials said they were unaware of the inci-
dent and had no comment.

NEWSMAKER: Weather nearly causes cancellation

(From 1A)

ed to march in the parade, but
were looking forward to the trip.

Once i1n the nation’s capitol,
bad weather threatened the out-
door évents, but parade officials
gave the OK on the moming of
the inauguration. When the two
bands marched in front of the
presidential grandstand, the
president and first lady Laura
Bush stood to applaud and wave
at the group. '

It was a memorable moment
for the young Midlanders.

“l was doing something his-
torical,”” said Lee senior Daun-
dria Rudolph. “I will remember
this for the rest of my life.”’

Midland High sophomore
Elizabeth Collier echoed those
feelings.

"I had butterflies in my stom-
ach the whole time. The presi-
dent was right there.™’

It also was a memorable -

moment for the Tall City. The
rivalry between the two schools
and their supporters melted
away for a few moments on that

Pick 3

AUSTIN (AP) — The Pick

3 winning numbers drawn
Saturday by the Texas Lot-
tery, in order:

3-74

-

- cold winter day when their uni-

ty brought solidarity to the
entire community.

Lotto Texas

AUSTIN (AP) — The Lot-
to Texas winning numbers
drawn Saturday by the Texas
Lottery, in order:

4-24-32-41-45-

No tickets correctly
matched all six numbers
drawn Saturday night for the
twice-weekly Lotto Texas
game, state lottery officials
said

| Thc ticket was worth an
estimated $4 million.

Binaishibh

Othman

Spanish authorities have also
tied Trabelsi to Algerians in
their custody and to a French-
man named Jerome Courtailler
who once lived with Moussaoui
and 1s now in Dutch custody.

The Dutch prosecutor’s office
said recently their suspects
“tried to falsify documents that
could be used to commit an
assault, possibly on the U.S.
Embassy in Paris.”

THE IRAQI AGENT:

Atta also met last spring at a
Prague hotel with an Iraqi spy
who was allegedly plotting an
attack on a U.S. financed radio
station.

Czech authorities have said
they do not know what the two
discussed during the meetings
but the Iraqi, Ahmad Khalil
Ibrahim Samir Al-Ani, was
expelled in April for “activities
that are incompatible with his
status as a diplomat.”

Following the Sept. 11
attacks, the Czech government
deployed armored vehicles
around the offices of Radio Free
Europe/Radio Liberty’s Prague
headquarters.

On Oct. 10, the Czechs
announced they were in discus-
sions with Washington about
moving the headquarters out of
the capital altogether because of
security concerns.

L

Associated Press reporters
across Europe and in Wash-
ington contributed to this
report.
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By Martha Irvine
Associated Press

It wouldn’t be New Year's Eve
without a little revelry. But a
more subdued tone set, in part, by
the events of Sept. 11 and a
squeamish economy is prompting
some Americans to stay home or
celebrate at small gatherings
with friends this year.

Among them are New Yorkers
Michael and Colleen Prichinello,
who decided last-minute to make
filet mignon and stuffed mush-
rooms for a dozen friends at their
apartment just two blocks from
Ground Zero.

“A lot of them have been cau-
tious about coming to our place
in fear of what they might see,”
Michael says. “But | think being
there on the last day of 2001 with
friends will give it a bit of mean-
ing.

Chnistine Sobolak of Chicago
plans to cook dinner with her
boyfriend instead of attending her
usual parties.

“Spending $150-plus on one
night feels somehow inappropri-
ate this year,” the 23-year-old
says.

Karen Blinkhorn of Ocala,
Fla., will forgo getting a baby sit-
ter and, instead, has invited oth-
er families with children to her

| A
New slang terms added to Merriam-Websters dictionary ( e

SPRINGFIELD, Mass. (AP) —

home.

While some restaurants and
hotels have had to run last-
minute marketing blitzes to fill
tables and rooms, more untradi-
uonal locales — among them,
churches — are getting swamped
with calls about New Year's Eve
events. The Imago Dei Metro-
politan Community Church in
suburban Philadelphia, for exam-
ple, 1s hosting its first-ever New
Year’'s Eve party.

Retailers who specialize in
home party supplies are noticing
the trend toward homegrown
gatherings.

Sal Perisano, CEO of Boston-
based 1Party Corp., says he’s seen
a double-digit increase in sales
for New Year’'s party parapher-
nalia, compared with the same
period in 2000. Top sellers
include red-white-and-blue par-
ty hats and noisemakers, as well
as buffet trays and devices used
to keep dishes heated.

Some larger celebrations —
like Denver’s citywide party —
have been canceled because of
concerns over safety and secun-
ty costs.

And a lack of money or vol-
unteers and terrorism fears
prompted about 20 of 200 com-
munities nationwide — from St.
Louis to Staten Island — to

NATION
Revelers tone down plans for New Year’s Eve celebrations

AP Photo

Michael and Colleen Prichinello pose Saturday, in New York, on
their apartment building’s community terrace, located near the
World Trade Center wreckage site.

shelve plans for First Night
events, a nonalcoholic, arts-orn-
ented celebration:

Bethany Young, 27, from
Washington, D.C., says she’s
glad she’s heading to Texas with
her boyfriend to watch his alma
mater, Washington State, play
Purdue in the Sun Bowl.

“I faigure with all that’s been
going on around here, it can’t hurt
to get out of town for New
Year's, just in case anything

weird happens,” she says. “El

Paso seems like a pretty safe bet.”

While it took a little longer
than usual for the New York Mar-
nott Marquis to sell out of rooms
for New Year's Eve, the hotel just
off Times Square did so late last
week — and was on the verge of
running out of spots at its $699-
a-couple dinner dance.

“l think people were doing a
little wait and see,” Marnott

S T
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spokeswoman Kathleen Duffy
says, noting some guests are fly-
ing 1n from Europe. “But it's
good to see the endorsement of
New York City.”

New Yorker Deric Nance and
his wife also reserved a Times
Square hotel for a bargain $100
and plan to be sandwiched with
the tens of thousands expected to
flock to central Manhattan to
watch the annual “ball drop”

“It 1s our first year in New
York City, and we are not going
to muss out,” Nance says. “The
9/11 attack won’'t keep us from
having fun.”

Alan Wolfelt, director for the
Center for Loss and Life Transi-
tion 1n Fort Collins, Colo., says
that sort of response i1s to be
expected.

“Trying to prove things are
OK.," he says, can be quite nor-
mal and healthy.

But he cautions Americans
from seeing this New Year's as
“closure” on the terrorist attacks
and war in Afghanistan.

“There will be a tendency to
say, Now the year’s over. Buck
up and carry on,’ "’ says Wolfelt,

Enough of this
song and dance, let’s
go to Graham
Pharmacy for a Coke
float.
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author of the book “The Journey
Through Gnef.”

“But we need to recognize the
events of Sept. I'l were like yes-
terday particularly for famuly
members and others close to the
victims.” :

For some, celebrating at home
1S nothing new

Each year, Bnan Bierley of

Bloomfield Township, Mich.,
toasts the New Year with
sparkling grape juice and the
same person — his grandmoth-
er Clara, now 90. .

T'hey play cards, watch a little
football, eat good food and make
confetti with paper punches, the
30-year-old Bierley says. Then
they watch Dick Clark’s annual
New Year's Eve show, which is
expected to be even more popu-
lar this year.

Bierley says the tradition has
probably “cost me a girlfniend or
(WO,

“But I always told them ‘that
can have 364 days a year of my
time,” he says. “This day is
reserved for me and my grand-
ma.
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stick from Sept. 11,” Bicknell said.

The 215,000-word Collegiate
gets about 100 new entries each
year.

STOP DWI 699-8783

Sept. 11 terronist attacks — most

notably “ground zero” — did-

n't make the cut this year.
“It’s too soon to tell what will

Gearheads and hotties now have
an official place in the English lan-
guage, and the wordsmiths at Mer-
nam-Webster don’t mind if they
shake their booties or give each
other noogies.

Those slang terms — for the
technology obsessed, physically
attractive, buttocks and annoying
knuckle rubs on the head — have
been -added to Memam-Web-
ster's Collegiate Dictionary Tenth
Edition.

“These are words, which have
been in use for a long time,” said
Mermam-Webster spokesman
Arthur Bicknell. “To get into the
dictionary, a new word must first
appear in a number of reputable
sources. Then we need evidence
Its been asssmulated into our lan-
guage.”

That means new definitions of
old terms now linked to the

|
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You don’t | '; 5
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twice!

Did you take

FEN-PHEN?

The diet drug Fen-Phen was marketed under several
names including Redux, Pondimin, Fenfluramine, or
Dexfenfluramine. If you took these diet drugs, you
should know that it may not be too late to opt-out of
the nationwide class action for the purpose of pursu-
ing a lawsuit against the drug company individually
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| Every time the Federal Reserve lowers
' interest rates, CD rates lower too. That's
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guarantees your return and gives you FDIC
insurance up to $100,000, no matter what
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WASHINGTON < Forest Ser-
vice Chief Dale Bosworth wants
to simplify Clinton era regulations
governing millions of acres of fed-
eral forest and grasslands but finds
himself caught between environ-
mentalists and the umber indus-
try — two bookends on a long
shelf that rarely meet.

Environmentalists believe Pres-
ident Bush's team 1s chipping
away at hard-won forest safe-
guards. Timber industry repre-
sentatives welcome relief from
what they saw as an overzealous
bureaucracy.

Bosworth says layers of regu-
lauons goverming the 192 million
acres of federal forest and grass-
lands are so confusing the nation-
al forests are in a state of “analy-
s1s paralysis”™ — subject to end-
less planning and evaluating, but
hittle action, he said in an interview
after eight months on the job.

He wants’ to make policies
clear and regulations easier to
understand. I don’t want them to
add so much more process they
add to the ... gndlock we are in
already,” Bosworth said.

But, 1n Bosworth’s changes,
environmentalists see an erosion
of his predecessor’s natural
resources agenda and new 1nter-
est in boosting timber sales and
developing pnistine areas.

Medical Center Phurmu-.'j.'
the Wellness Store™

A Natural
Pharmacy ™

Courtyard Dr. Across from Bank One
915-697-7500

' Remaining
Christmas
Items

§50% Off

- T:/iq UE:ETT
Susie’s South Forty
Contections

Plaza Oaks * Wadley @ Garfield + Midland

915-570-4040

www.suslessouthforty.com _I

——

Bosworth and the Bush admin-
istration are revising three major
policies:

B The roadless rule, which pro-
tected more than 58 mullion acres
of forest from most logging and
road construction.

BA transportation policy out-
lining the management of more
than 383,000 mules of forest roads
to reduce maintenance backlogs
and protect undeveloped areas.

A set of regulations that guid-
ed local officials in wniting 10- to
| 5-year forest management plans
could limat logging, skiing and
other activities to protect ecosys-
lems.

In each case, conservation
groups contend the changes being
made undermine important pro-
tections.

Bosworth says the policies did-
n't work.

“Those things got all inter-
twined, and our folks in the field
had an awtul time trying to under-
stand what it 1s we really wanted,”
he said.

The timber industry, on the oth-
er hand, 1s encouraged.

Durning the presidential cam-
paign, industry executives got the
Republican Party s attention with

NATION
Forest Service chief seeks to end ‘analysis paralysis’

AP Photo

Forest Service Chief Dale Bosworth finds himself between two
interests that care passionately about the 192 million acres of
federal forest and grassiands that he oversees.

a $1.5 million fund-raiser in Port-
land, Ore. About a dozen timber
company executives and industry
lobbyists met in December with
some of Bush’'s key natural
resources officials to discuss land
management policies.

The 1ssues aren’t new. Under a
1960 federal law, the Forest Ser-
vice must manage the land for
many uses, including timber pro-
duction, conservation and recre-

Grace Lutheran Church
.Lutheran Church- Missouri Synod

3000 W. Golf Course Rd.

Invites you to join them in Worship
December 31st
New Year's Eve Service
7:00 pm with Holy Communion
A New Birth...A Living Hope

WE WISH YOU A BLESSED AND

CHRIST-FILLED NEW YEAR

Robert J. Pase, Pastor

697-3221

Weekly Schedule
Early Childhood Program

M-F 7:30am-5:30pm

Mid-Week School Wednesdays 6:00 pm

Sundays

Sunday School 9:10 am

Worship 10:30 am

ation.

Under former Forest Service
Chief Mike Dombeck, the agency
received direction from Wash-

e
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ington on the proper mix of uses.
Bosworth — and the timber
industry — believe such decisions
are best made locally.

Chns Wood, a former top aide
to Dombeck, sees the agency
moving away from an “outward-
looking™ conservation agenda.

However, “different and con-
troversial 1ssues over public lands
Jdon’t get any easier through delay
or neglect or trying to push lhcm
down 1nto the organization,” he
said. “They just fester.”

Consider the. ongoing fight
over the roadless rule, designed to
end a 30-year debate over suitable
protections for generally remote,
undeveloped areas.

A federal court temporanly
blocked the rule from taking
effect in May, and the adminis-
traicn began revising it with
more local input.

Since then, Bosworth has
issued a directive saying he would
handle all decisions about roadless

ﬂ
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area development until each for-
est comes up with its own plan. He
hasn’t received a single request.
However, environmentalists
complain about a cutoff date in the
directive that allowed lower-lev-
el agency officials to sign off on
some logging, most notably in
Alaska’s Tongass National Forest.
Sen. Ron Wyden, D-Ore.,
believes the challenge is f'mdmg
solutions, which aren’t “bureau-
cratic water torture” — a lesson
he’s learned on the Energy and
Natural Resources’ forests sub-
commuttee, which he now chairs.
Under President Clinton, “not
enough was done in those eight
years to make balanced progress
on either front” — to promote
environmental protections or help
nmbcr—dcpcndcnt communities,
Wyden said.
“The premium is not just say-
ing you disagree. The premium is

on saying what you are going to

do.’

¢

12 Noon - 5:00 pm
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HEART PLACE HOSPITAL

Heart Place Hospital 1s a specialty hospital designed to treat heart and vascular patients. The 16-bed Heart Place
Hospital includes 3 ICU beds and 13 telemetry beds and a 24-hour Prompt Care, located at 25 Village Circle on

the corner of Wall St. and Andrews Highway.

Heart Place Hospital, staffed by board cerufied and specialized physicians, consists of the following departments:

surgery, emergency room, cardiac catheterization laboratory, pharmacy, nuclear medicine, radiology, cardiac
rehabilitation, general telemetry units and administration.

A full range of diagnostic and treatment services include: cardiac catheterization; coronary stent; coated stent;

peripheral stent;

rotablator:

percutaneous transluminal coronary angioplasty (PTCA),

also known as

angioplasty or balloon angioplasty; and diagnostic angiograms. Vascular surgery to be performed at Heart Place
Hosptal includes: coronary artery bypass graft surgery, femoral bypass surgery, and vascular repair.

Call or Stop by Heart Place Hospital Today!

915-683-2255
HEART PLACE HOSPITAL

25 Vi]lage Circle
Midland, Texas

www.midlandheartcenter.com
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By Beth Duff-Brown
Associated Press

JAISALMER, India — The
fiercely independent people of
this ancient desert outpost, near
the parched Pakistan border
where Indian soldiers still patrol
by camel, are aching for war.

A medieval sandstone fort
turns golden as the sun sinks into
the Thar Desert and weary
camels come to their knees 1s a
constant reminder of the people
of Jaisalmer’s hentage as great
Warrors.

“Bring on another war, we are
ready,” shouts Jagdish Prasad
Vasa, a craggy shopkeeper who
has lived through the three wars
between India and Pakistan since
independence from Britain in
1947. His war cries draw simi-
lar chants from the old turbaned
men drinking sweet tea at the
foot of the sandcastle-like fort.

“The Jaisalmens are warrnors
by nature, always on alert and
never afraid to fight,” says Vasa,
spitting out juice from his
“gutkha,” a concoction of tobac-
co, betel nut and spices.

“It’s ume to put Pakistan
down, for good.”

As Indian tanks, artillery and
soldiers stream into this western
desert state of Rajasthan and oth-
er border regions, including
neighboring Gujarat and Punjab
states and the Indian-held part of
the disputed Kashmir region
Jaisalmeris are proud their city
has been of strategic military
importance for centuries.

From the legendary Rajputs —
the traditional Hindu warmnor
clan who ruled much of western
India duning the medieval era —
to the 1998 nuclear tests in
nearby Pakharan, the desert peo-
ple are enveloped by a warror
tradition passed down by gener-
ations.

“The people here have a leg-
endary bravery and pnde for their
desert lifestyle. And they are not
afraid of war,” said Nand
Kishore Sharma, Jaisalmer’s
chief histonan and author of sev-
eral books on the desert citadel.

“The Jaisalmens are people
who, like me, have been at the
center of three wars,” said Shar-
ma. “The attack on our Parlia-
ment has made us.realize terror-
ISm 1S NOW Oour new enemy. So
there must be war — a war
between good and evil, not a war
between Hindus and Muslims.”

The new tensions between
India and Pakistan were pro-
voked by a suicide attack on
India’s Parhament Dec. 13. New
Delhi blames Pakistan's spy
agency and two Islamic militant
groups, which have operated
out of Pakistani terntory. Nine

15 words, 7 days, $530
Advertise your household item
(priced under $150)
with this Classified special'
Call 682-6222 for details. .

6
| have said before
and | would like to
say it again: We do
not want war, but a
war in the form of
cross-border
terrorism has already

been thrust on India.’
— Atal Bihari Vajpayee
Prime Ministe of India

Indians and the five attackers
were killed in the Parliament
attack, and border forces have
exchanged fire almost daily
since the assault.

New Delhi said Saturday 1t
wanted to avoid war, but refused
to pull back tens of thousands of
Its troops massing at the border
until Islamabad ended its back-
ing for Islamic militants.

“lI have said before and I
would like to say it again: We do
not want war, but a war in the
form of cross-border terrorism
has already been thrust on
India,” said Prime Minister Atal
Bihan Vajpayee.

India calls Pakistan the “epi-
center’ of terrorism in the
region. Thousands of Islamic
guerrillas, from a dozen-odd
militant groups 1n Pakistan, have
sneaked across the Kashmir
frontier for 12 years to launch
attacks on the Indian army.

Pakistan denies it supports the
[slamic militants or 1t was
behind the Parliament attack. It
accuses India of exploiting the
assault to paint Pakistan as a ter-
rorist state.

The overnight train from Jodh-
pur to Jaisalmer — the only
means of transport to the desert
town besides a daunting two-lane
road dominated by camels and
speeding trucks — 1s packed
with soldiers headed to the desert

military bases and local tourists,

heading to the sand dunes for the
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People of Jaisalmer, India want war with Pakistan

Camels and their masters take rest after days work in Sam , 45
kilometers (28 miles) from Jaisalmer, India. Sam is west of
Jaisalmer, the famed desert outpost that played a major role in
all three wars with Pakistan. Jaisalmeris say they are eager for
war with India’s longtime nuclear rival.

New Year's holiday.

“Our 1n-laws and other friends
said, "You re going nght to the
warfront, are you crazy?”’ said
Anjali Sharma, a teacher from
New Delhi who traveled to the
Sam sand dunes just west of
Jaisalmerand 28 miles from the
Pakistan border.

She and her husband wanted
their 4-year-old daughter to take
a camel nde and expenence the
rosy sunset over the sand dunes.

“The troops are moving in,
that's true. But I think 1t’s now
a wait-and-watch policy,” Shar-
ma said. “Meanwhile, we have to
live our lives.”

Jaisalmer was once a wealthy
princely state along the silk road
and camel routes to Central
Asia. The city, which today has
some half-million people, was
devastated by the shipping trade
and the partition of India and
Pakistan.

It wasn't until the federal
government recognized 1ts
strategic importance during the
1965 and 1971 wars with Pak-
1stan that Jaisalmer was reward-
ed with roads and electricity.
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The Indira Gandhi Canal to the
north is slated to restore agri-
cultural life and the i1solated city
1s banking on tourism.

While politicians and pundits
in New Delhi, the capital some
435 miles to the east, say they
don’t want war, the Jaisalmeris
are clamoring for it.

“We badly want to go to

Year End

Stock
Reductlo

™

AN
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Customers

war,” said Lalit Gopa, a travel
agent at the Gorbandh Palace.
“They assassinate our people
every day. We know the strength
of the Indian military. If Pakistan
drops four bombs, within 10
munutes we will drop 40 bombs.”

That both India and Pakistan
are now armed with nuclear
weapons doesn’t seem to faze
many out here.

“Let them drop a nuclear
bomb and we’ll do the same,”
shrugged Vasa. “Then we’ll
finally be done with 1t.”

The desert people of Rajasthan
have a long history of bravery in
the face of death. The Bhatti
Rajputs of Jaisalmer were so
determined to ward off the Islam
forced on them by the Mughal
emperors from the 14th to 17th
centuries they would sacrnifice
their families when faced with
defeat. The clans would perform
ntual “johar,” Hindi for “valor™:
Men on the battlefield about to
be defeated would don ceremo-
nial saffron robes and fight to
death, after sending a messenger
back to the fortress telling their
wives to burn themselves to
death.

Jaisalmer, the last of the Indi-
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an Rajput states to become a par
of the Indian union under the
Brnitish Raj, was also at the cen-
ter of India’s three wars with
Pakistan.

The battle of Laungewala dur-
ing the 1971 war with Pakistan
over Bangladesh has become the
stuff of Bollywood ballad. About
71 miles northwest of Jaisalmer,
some 60 Pakistani tanks crossed
the border into Laungewala. A
company of Indian infantry held
them at bay until four jet fight-
ers from Jaisalmer swooped in,
wiped out half the tanks and sent
the remainder into retreat.

Yet the Jaisalmens, 40 percent
of whom are Muslim, have had
traditional ties with Pakistanis
across the 295-mile border with
Pakistan’s Sind province. There
1s much trade between the two
states and many marriages
between the two peoples.

“Here 1n Rajasthan, our rela-
tions between Hindus and Mus-
lims have been like those of
brothers and sisters,” said Igbal
Khan, a Muslim stone cutter.
“We don’t want war with our
neighbors. But if Pakistan does-
n t control the terronsts, then we
are ready to fight again.”
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Midland proud
of efforts of

young people

U's interesting — and inspirning — to
Inote that the Reporter-Telegram’s annual

“Newsmaker™ contest 1s again this year |
dominated by youth.

For 2000, Lee High School Rebel foot-
ball standout Cedric Benson ran away with
the top honor. First runner-up was David
Dutchover. the bold Lee High School stu-
dent who unselfishly leapt to help a fellow
student when tire suddenly broke out dur-
ing a high school chemistry experiment.

This vear, the trend toward recognizing
the efforts of young people continues.

Whether we were lucky enough to be 1n
Washington, D.C. or glued to our television
sets right here at home. we were all filled
with immense pride when we watched the
bands from Lee High School and Midland
High School smartly march past the review-
ing stand at the inaugural parade for Presi-
dent George W. Bush.

The performance of band members from
both schools on the cold, dnzzly January
day filled us with a special warmth. Each
band performed magnificently as always,
and we all knew of the hard work that went
into that day's appearance by the two
bands.

The two high school bands had to raise a
tremendous amount of money to pay for F
their travel and lodging in Washington.
D.C. Midlanders, of course, rallied to sup-
port the bands 1n this cause. Notably, the
Abell-Hanger Foundation and the Midland |
City Council came through with financial
support to help enable the young people
represent our city on one of its proudest
days. |

First runner-up honors in the 2001 News-
maker contest go to the Midland Chrnistian
Mustangs for capturing a second-consecu-
tive state football title in the private and
parochial schools™ league. So often, our col-
lective attention 1s focused on the football
teams at Lee and Midland high schools. But
the brilliant efforts of the Mustangs served
to remind us again this year there's plenty
of football excitement and enthusiasm else-
where in our city. Kudos to the Mustangs
on another outstanding season. We can't
wait to see what next year brings.

The exuberance continued for Midland
High School in 2001 when the baseball
team went on to capture the state baseball
title. For his etforts, MHS baseball player
Jayson Nix was chosen as second runner-up
in this year's Newsmaker contest.

Each year. we invite Reporter-Telegram
readers to cast their ballots in our News-
maker contest. As we count the ballots in
the newsroom each year. we are heartened
to see the enormous amount of prnide our
city takes in 1ts young people.

Congratulations!

TODAY IN HISTORY

Today 1s Sunday, Dec. 30, the 364th day of 2Q01. There
1s one day left in the year.

Today’s haghlight in history:

On Dec. 30, 1922, Viadimur I. Lenin proclaimed the
establishment of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics.

On this date:

In 1853, the United States bought some 45,000 square
mules of land from Mexico 1n a deal known as the Gads-
den Purchase.

In 1911, Sun Yat-sen was elected the first president
of the Republic of China.

In 1936, the United Auto Workers union staged its first
“sit-down™ strike, at the Fisher Body Plant Number One
in Flint, Mich.

In 1940, Califormia’s first freeway, the Armmoyo Seco
Parkway connecting Los Angeles and Pasadena, was off-
cially opened.

In 1944, King George Il of Greece proclaimed a
regency to rule his country, virtually renouncing the
throne.

In 1947, King Michael of Romania agreed to abdicate,
but charged he was being forced off the throne by Com-
munists.

In 1948, the Cole Porter musical “Kiss Me, Kate™
opened on Broadway.

In 1972, the United States halted its heavy bombing
of North Vietnam. _ _ |

In 1993, Israel and the Vatican agreed to recognize each
other.

In 1999, former Beatle George Hamson fought off a
knife-wielding intruder who broke into his mansion west
of London and stabbed him in the chest. (Michael Abram
was later acquitted of attempted murder by reason of
insanity.)

Ten years ago: Leaders of the Commonwealth of Inde-
pendent States agreed to establish unified command over
nuclear weapons, while allowing member states to form
their own armies. The remains of two Amencan

slain in Lebanon, William Buckley and Manne
Col. William R. Higgins, ammived in the United States for
burial ¢
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JACK ANDERSON AND DOuUGLAS COHN

Stealth economic package already in place

ASHINGTON — A stealth sumulus
package continued even as Congress left
town this year without passing com-
prehensive stimulus legislation to spur the econ-
omy.

Republicans blame Demo-
cratic leader Tom Daschle, of
South Dakota, for the
impasse, while Democrats
say the bill would have giv-
en too many goodies to big
corporations. The truth 1s that
neither side fought that hard
for the so-called “stimulus
bill.” Polls showed that the
public wasn’t clamonng for
It, so it was an easy bill to
walk away from.

Each party thinks 1t can
benefit from the politics sur-
rounding the failed bill. White House aides coun-
seled President Bush to avoid the arcane term
“stimulus package™ in his public comments and,
instead, to refer to the bill as “economic secun-
ly.

Bush and the rest of the GOP message team
downplayed the benefits for corporations and
stressed the assistance in the bill for the ur.em-
ployed, omitting the fact that the relief measures
were largely forced upon the GOP by the
Democrats.

Democrats are gambling that economic woes

Anderson

will overshadow the war against terrorism next
year and refused to budge on the GOP’s key
demand, which was to speed up the tax cuts Con-
gress passed in the spring.

Economusts looking at the mish-mash that might
have emerged echoed the sentiments of many on
Capitol Hill that no bill was better than a bad bill.
But there 1s another reason why the White House
took the defeat in stnde: The administration is get-
ting 1ts sumulus package through stealth, piece by
piece, beginning with the bailout bill that sheltered
the airlines from potential lawsuits in the wake

‘of the Sept. 11 attacks.

The legislation propped up the industry and pro-
tected the salanes of top executives, but did noth-
ing to help laid-off workers.

This pattern of aiding corporations while
ignoring the plight of workers persists. Congres-
sional allies of Boeing tucked into the defense bud-
get a measure approving the leasing of four new
Boeing 737 planes for the exclusive use of top con-
gressional and administration officials.

The existing planes are old and often need
repairs, they explained, which is no doubt true.
But leasing the planes is far more costly than buy-
ing them. The maneuver, which was not debat-
ed, will funnel an additional $7 billion to Boeing,
a back-door way to subsidize the company, which
has been hurting since Sept. 11.

Just before Chnistmas, the Internal Revenue Ser-
vice unveiled an amnesty plan for companies that
have been illegally sheltering money. If they step

forward.and admit to wrongdoing, the IRS will
waive the 20-percent penalty it normally impos-
es. ““This i1s our Christmas present to big compa-
nies,” said Larry R. Langdon, the IRS commis-
sioner for mid-size and large businesses. “We're
gmng to determine who’s naughty and who's
nice.

Langdon reasons that companies that 'fess up
shouldn’t be penalized. They will still have to pay
back taxes plus interest. But eliminating the penal-
ty 1s no small gift.

These bailouts are defensible and even make
good economic sense. But they reward big busi-
ness and do nothing to benefit workers. Democ-
rats will be back next year with legislation to
extend unemployment benefits and to make health
care more affordable for people who have lost their
jobs.

Former President Bush signed an extension of
unemployment benefits four times when he was
in office. His son is likely to do the same if the
economy remains sluggish. But these are crumbs
compared to what corporate interests have got-
ten. Proposals for a payroll tax holiday or a rebate
for lower-income people who missed out on
Bush’s earlier tax cut appear dead.

Meanwhile, stealth simulus for big corporations
rolls memly along.

Jack Anderson’s and Dou glas Cohn'’s col-
umn is distributed by United Feature Svndi-
cate.
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BiLL O’REILLY

Liberals’ guilt game just a big fraud

thinkers to embrace the Amenican left these days.

Over the holiday season, we were barraged with
articles and TV news spots about the growing legion
of homeless Amernicans — stories that were
designed to make us feel guilty.

The usual suspects were photographed at pub-
lic shelters or on the streets. Most of the articles
implied that more government funding 1s the solu-
tion and the root cause of the problem is the bad
economy.

Of course, this 1s not true. By almost any mea-
sure, the homeless who are vic-
tims of addiction and/or men-
tal illness comprise the vast
majority of Amerncans who
don't have shelter. The only
way to help these poor souls
and their kids 1s for the gov-
ernment to demand that they
seek treatment for their debil-
itating conditions.

Tax money should be used to
fund therapeutic-educational
centers. and if a homeless per-
son declines the offer, he or she
loses the safety net.

The left is also pounding the drum on public edu-
cation. The state of Pennsylvama is taking over the
school system in Philadelphia because the Philly
school boards can’t cut it. And the reason they can’t
cut it 1s because there is little pressure on teach-
ers and stu ents to perform.

In the past 10 years, the amount of money the
government spends on public education has nsen
50 percent to nearly $650 billion a year — an
astounding sum. Yet test scores in many states
remain stagnant, and in the inner cities, the situa-
tion 1s often a disaster.

But the left — led by the teachers’ unions —
wants even more money from the government.
Instead of reorganizing and insisting on across-the-
board discipline and special tutonal classes for kids
who are at nisk, the school boards. in general, are

It 1s becoming very hard for independent

O'Reilly

fighting desperately to keep the patronage system
chugging along. It 1s a natuonal disgrace.

Even more disgraceful i1s the amount of money
we send overseas in the form of humanitanan aid.
Did you know that the AIDS epidemic in Afnica
1s America’s fault? If we would only send more
money and drugs to those countries — thousands
of hives would be saved. How many times have you
heard that?

Does anyone 1n his nght mind believe that the
$9 billion in humanitanan aid we’ll send overseas
next year will get to the sick people? Is there one
country in Afnca that can be trusted to use the mon-
ey and drugs responsibly? Can you name one”?

And then there’'s the Arab world. Liberal pun-
dits are screaming for more American money to be
sent to Muslim lands so we can educate the folks
in the ways of democracy. This kind of thinking
plays in the world of Peter Pan, but come on!

Consider this: In 1999, the Clinton administra-
tion sent more than $70 million in assistance to the
Afghan people. Boy, that was money well spent.
Does anyone believe the Taliban made sure the
money got to the poor folks? Did you check out
Mullah Omar’s compound in Kandahar?

This guilt game played by the left is the biggest
fraud perpetuated on the Amencan taxpayer in his-
tory. Most Americans are struggling to keep sol-
vent. Taxes gut take-home pay, and big-city liv-
ing usually requires enormous expenses. Yet the
left wants higher taxes but resists disciplined
accountability.

| believe many Amencans, including this corre-
spondent, would support spending massive tax dol-
lars if the money would fix social problems and
make the world a better place. But the brutal truth
is that we don’t have the solutions to most of the
world’s dilemmas, and this “spend more money”
philosophy is simply designed to make the left feel
better about life.

It is a shell game extraordinaire, and we are the
nuts.

Bill O Reilly’s column is distributed by Cre-
ators Syndicate Inc.

CAL THoMAs

America should
copy the Israelis
on airline safety

he proper way to do airport security

1s brought to us by El Al Airlines. |
have flown Israel’s national airline
meny tumes and have always been
impressed with the way they interrogate
every passenger. That's right, Interrogate.
There’s no perfunctory, “Did any stranger
ask you to carry anything? Have all of your
items hccn with you since you packed
them”’

Western secunty always seems to be one
or more steps behind the terronsts. It goofed
badly on Sept. 11. A disaster was averted
on Dec. 22 on a Pans-
Miamu flight when a
quick-thinking flight
attendant and several
male passengers sub-
dued a man identified
as Richard Reid (who
doesn’t look like his
name) as he allegedly
tnied to set fire to his
sneakers, which
authonties say con-
tained explosives.

Here's the way the
Israchis do things:

Thomas

Before I get to the ticket counter in New

York, a young Jewish man or woman inter-
cepts me and examines my ticket and pass-
port 1n great detail. He (or she) asks me
where I'm from and my area code. | had
better know it. The questions continue in
a steady stream. What do I do for a living?
What papers carry my column? How long
have | been a wniter? What do | wnte about”
What 1s my mother’s maiden name? Do |
know why I am being asked these ques-
tions”?

If any answer 1s wrong, or if | seem eva-
sive, | could be taken out of line and ques-
tioned further. No airline is as secure to fly
as El Al. Armed guards escort all planes to
the runway. These efforts explain why El
Al has had only one hijacking in its histo-
ry, in 1968, before the current procedures
were 1n place.

El Al also checks every passenger
through Interpol to see if they have a police
record. If two people are traveling togeth-
er, they re sometimes questioned separately
to see if their stones match. And El Al pro-
files its passengers without apology. They
know what their enemies look like and
where most of them come from.

Compare this approach to what the trav-
eling public faces in the United States and
much of the West. The secunty people hired

to protect U.S. airline passengers are a joke.

<, Many are not Amernican citizens. They

appear bored with their jobs and most lack
the kind of law enforcement training that
would help them spot trouble before a dan-
gerous passenger gets on a plane. Secun-
tyimtjustaboinﬁ.ndingcmu'abammlug-
gage or on a passenger's person. It’s also
about detecting what’s in someone’s mind
and being able to read what their eyes say.

Some aviation experts with whom ['ve
spoken say the United States does not have
to hire the Israelis for its own secunty but
it had better adopt their s if we
want safer travel. All the talk about civil lib-
erties and the Constitution 1s of no use when
airline passengers are targeted by a pas-
senger with plastic explosives hidden in his

Transportation Secretary Norman Mine-
ta says he opposes profiling because as a
young boy he speat time in a Japanese
internment camp during World War I1. But
that was then and this is now. Japanese-
Americans were no threat to us then. The
terronst threat among us now is real. As im-
tating as some airline security procedures
may be, it’s better to amive at your desti-
nation alive and somewhat offended and

~ inconvenienced than not to amive at all.

The Bush administration should support
the Israclization of Amernican airline secu-
nty, and it should make it a high prionty,
no matter what the cost.

Cal Thomas’ column is distributed by the
Los Angeles Times Syndicate. -
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Bush correct to take his time weighing Walker’s fate

WASHINGTON — It's good that Pres-
ident Bush is taking his time to decide the
fate of John Walker, the 20-year-old Cali-
fornian who joined the Taliban and fought
with them against the
now-victonous oppo-
sition  forces In
Afghanistan.

I hope the “quality
of mercy” will prevail
with the president,
who calls himself a
“compassionate con-
servative.”

I'd like to cite
another line from
Shakespeare’s “The
Merchant of Venice”
concerning forgive-
ness: “It blesseth him that gives and him that
takes.” It has a special ring in the Chnist-
mas season, doesn’t it?

At first, Bush indicated some sympathy
for the misguided Walker, calling him “this
poor fellow.” But the president has taken a
tougher line recently, linking Walker with
the al-Qaida network of international ter-
rorsm.

White House press secretary Ari Fleischer
said the president is gathering information
and still has not made a decision on
whether Walker should face charges in a
civilian court or a military court martial. He
said a decision is not imminent.

Bush 1s weighing a range of options,
including the charge of treason that could
lead to the death penalty. Walker also could
face a lesser charge of supporting a terror-
1st organization, which cames up to 10 years
In prison.

Scott L. Silliman, a senior legal officer
for the U.S. Air Force before retining to lead
Duke University's center on law, ethics and
national secunty, said Bush's delay in decid-
ing charges against Walker would help ease
political pressure on the president to put
Walker on tnal for treason. Treason is
extremely difficult to prove — it requires
two witnesses — and has been rarely used
in the course of U.S. history.

Bush’s proposed military tribunals
wouldn’t kick in because they don’t apply
to Amencans.

The administration has treated Walker like
a prisoner of war thus far. He was kept in

a shipping container at a Marine base before
being sent to a Navy ship in the Arabian Sea
where he is being questioned. He has been
denied a lawyer and any contact with his
parents, either personally or by mail. Fleis-
cher said such treatment is all in accord with
the Geneva Convention on prisoners of war.

But Fleischer has raised the prospect that
Walker would be turmed over to federal law
enforcement authorities for “custodial inter-
rogation that would give him access to a
lawyer.

Walker's parents say he became capti-
vated with Islam after reading “The Auto-
biography of Malcolm X,” the black Amer-
ican radical who became a Moslem. At the
time he was attending a high school for gift-
ed children in upscale Marin County, just
north of San Francisco.

Later he traveled overseas with his par-
ents’ blessing to study the religion and leamn
Arabic.

His father, Frank Lindh, told CNN in an
interview that his son was “not much more
than a boy. . .and a very sweet one.” In an
interview with Newsweek, his mother, Mar-
ilyn Walker, said her son “must have been
brainwashed.”

Walker was captured on Dec. 2 with a
shrapnel wound in his leg when_his group
of Taliban fighters decided to surrender to
the Northern Alliance after heavy Amen-
can air bombardment destroyed the Taliban
resistance.

Walker was in a makeshift prison in
Mazar-e Shanf, Afghanistan, when a CIA
officer Johnny Michael Spann, who had
interrogated him, was killed during a
prnison upnising. Walker told CNN he did not
take part in the rebellion because he had
begn put in a basement and did not see what
was going on.

A number of prisoners had stashed
grenades inside their clothes, even though
they agreed 1o give up their weapons. Walk-
er said he objected to this subterfuge, say-
ing that Islamic teaching made it a “major
sin to break a contract™ especially in mili-
tary matters.

Walker's parents have hired James J.
Brosnahan, a prominent lawyer to defend
their son, although he has not yet been per-
mitted to see his client.

Dunng an interview with CNN, Walker
did not help himself with American public

! WECOME
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opinion when he replied “definitely” when
asked if he were fighting for the right cause.

For a country still suffering from the trau-
ma of ground zero, that response evoked
pain and anger. But two young women inter-
viewed 1in Marin County by CNN found a
place for sympathy in their understanding
of the young rebel whose cause was religion.

One woman said:

“To me, he’s just a kid trying to find a
home. . . and ending up joining a religion

Another woman remarked “He’s basical-
ly a kid, looking for a sense of belonging. He
was seeking freedom of thought and religion.”

The question of whether the Walker lives
or dies 1s ultimately in the hands of the pres-
ident. Whi'~ weighing his decision, Bush
will be bombarded with advice. His aides
will be reading the public opinion polls care-
fully. Some Republicans, including House
Speaker Dennis Hastert, R-111., have brand-
ed Walker's actions as “treason.”

Working against Walker is Bush’s
staunch belief in the death penalty. On his
watch during his six years as governor of
Texas, 152 men and women were put to
death.

Perhaps in mulling over Walker's life, he
will try to remember when he was a 20-year-
old. True, he did not defiantly challenge the
System as so many young protesters did in
the Vietnam War era. Politics was not his
bag at Yale when others were marching in
support of civil rights and against the war.

Nor had he yet found religion as the guid-
ing light of his life. He surely knows he was
a different person back then. The president
has often sought to dismiss his youthful
escapades with the cute tautology: “When
I was young and foolish, I was young and
foolish.”

There undoubtedly are many who want
Walker to pay with his life. But there are a
lot of others in the country who will want
Bush to go easier on Walker — a lighter sen-
tence perhaps — with compassion lighting
his way. I hope so.

We're a forgiving people. This young man
obviously made a big mistake. The presi-
dent should show that he understands this
by setting a merciful course in the Walker
case.

Helen Thomas' column is distributed
by Hearst News Service.
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Westwood could help
fill holes in service

With the continuing pursuit of
retirees for the Midland-Odessa
area under the MOHRE pro-
gram, one of the sales points for
the area has been the excellent
medical care for senior citizens.

On the whole, available med-
ical care is excellent, but there
IS one building block in the
health care system not available
in Midland-Odessa.

T'he most basic foundation in
the health care system is the
acute care hospital (Midland
Memonal or Odessa Medical
Center). Patients normally are
discharged to go home, but
some patients are sent to a local
skilled nursing unit (SNU) if a
lower level of health services
(skilled nursing rather than acute
care) 1s needed or to a local acute
care rehab facility (if the patient
1s able to perform a prescribed
rehab program for a certain
amount of time each day) for
additional treatment before
going home.

However, if patients at Mid-
land Memorial (or most other
acute care hospitals) have been
there for any length of time, the
patients generally are being
pressured to go to a long term
acute care hospital for continued
acute care treatment. There is no
local LTAC. The neareést is in
San Angelo or Lubbock. Many
Midland Memorial hospital
patients have been sent to San
Angelo.

With the Westwood acquisi-
tion, the local hospital system
has an opportunity to add one
more building block and make
the system more complete and to
make life easier for the senior cit-
1zens and their families of Mid-
land-Odessa and the surrounding
communities.

This acquisition provides an
opportunity for the citizens of the
Permian Basin to raise their
voices and express their opinion
as to whether part of Westwood
should be converted to an
LTAC. Patients’ stay at an
LTAC hospital normally quali-
fies under Medicare for usage of
the longer available hospital
coverage days rather than SNU
days, which is important for
Medicare patients.

If any citizen is or has parents
or grandparents near that age,
they should wnte Harold Rubin
at Midland Memorial Hospital,
2200 West Illinois, Midland,
Texas, 79701 to express their
opinion about an LTAC at the

| +old Westwood hospital.

Newton & Kay Shrader

| Speeding 18-wheeler

a threat to safety

On Nov. 26 (the night of the
blizzard) a young couple stopped
on Pen Well hill to try to help us
get back up on the interstate. We
did not get their names and they
were the only ones that stopped.

We were 1n the ditch because
an 18-wheeler was speeding and
tned to pass us, but didn’t get all
the way past and forced us off the
road. We would probably have
been killed if we had gone any
further up the hill.

The 18-wheeler was a new
white one.

Ralph & Betty Barr

Find pet’s owner
after an accident

What kind of world are we
living in? Today, on Dec. 23, |
found my cat’s half-dead body
in the street nght 1n front of my
house. What kind of world are
we living 1n that people run over
innocent animals and don’t even
have the decency to stop? My
family and | have been affected
by a major loss. We rushed my
cat, Killer, to the emergency vet-
ennary hospital, yet there was no
hope.

It was two days before Chnist-
mas. His Chrnistmas stocking
hangs over the chimney. full of
his favorite treats and toys,
never to be opened. A part of our
famuly has died today. Most peo-
ple might think this is funny, but
most families, like mine, have
animals that are loved just like
a real family member and this is
truly a tragic loss.

I understand accidents do
happen, but is it beyond the
decency of the people of our
town/community to stop, knock
on a few doors and find the own-
ers? Maybe my cat or others
would be found sooner and
have hope. Most animals, like
mine, have on tags with their
name and address on it. Is it so
hard to take the time to look at
the tags, especially since that
person took the time to take his
life?

Luckily, a few people stopped
and tried to help as they came
across my cat lying in the road.
| thank those decent citizens and
my caring neighbors for their
concerns and help. Those special
people give me hope to know
our community i1s not full of

indecent people.

Thus is the second cat I've lost
at my house. Both died in ous
arms after being severely
injured by a car hitting them. |
am not the only citizen that has
been affected by a‘tragedy like
this, and I know [ won't be the
last. Next time an accident hap-
pens, think about the owners of
that beloved animal. Would it
take 100 long to possibly save a
life or let them die with the ones

they love? Find the owners.
Sarah M. Pruitt

Allison angels were
light in dark times

A year ago, my mother was
diagnosed with lung and cervi-

scal cancer. As anyone who has

gone through this can tell you,
our world fell apart. We knew
enough by what the doctors were
not saying that this was very
bad. We were immediately
referred to the Allison Cancer
Center.

The moment we walked
through the door, we were met
with the kindest, most caring
people as a group that I have
ever met. From the receptionist
to the nurses to the pharmacists
to the ladies in the financial
office to the doctors, everyone
who works at Allison knew us
by name. Not only was my
mother treated gently and kind-
ly during her treatments, but the
whole family was as well.
Mother had to endure daily
radiation treatment on two areas
and weekly chemo for the first
part of her time there. Then
when the radiation was over, she
went through stronger chemo
every three weeks through May
of this year.

I would like to publicly thank
everyone at Allison, but espe-
cially Dr. Corwin, Dr. Carr, San-
dra, Margaret, Brenda, the phar-
macists, the receptionist, J. R..
Nancy, Michelle, and the lab
technicians who were so gentle
when they had to try to find a
vein. | wish I could remember
everyone s name, but just know
there was not a single person
who didn’t act as if my mother
were the only patient there.

[ know there are some people
who go out of town for treat-
ments, and they may have been
advised to do so, but for my
money there i1s no place better
than what we have right here in
Midland. My mother is now in
remission. We know it only hap-
pened with many prayers, and
the angels at Allison Cancer

Center.
Diane H. Guzy

Unpatriotic people
should leave country

The 1dea of Amenca being
“muti-cultural™ has diluted loyalty
and our national identity. As
Amencans we have our own cul-
ture, our own society, our own
language and our own lifestyle
Thas culture, called “The Amer-
ican Way,” has been developed
over centunes of struggles, tn-
als and victonies by millions of
men and women who have
sought freedom. Our people
fought, bled and died at places
such as Bunker Hill, San Juan.
Iwo Jima, Normandy, Korea and
Vietnam.

We speak English. If someone
wants to become a part of our
society, they should leam our lan-
guage. “Indyod We Trust™ 1s our
national motto. This motto 1s
engraved 1n stone and on our
coins, because Chnstian men
and women on Chnistian pnnci-
ples founded this nation. God 1s
in our Pledge of Allegiance. We
sing “God Bless Amenca ™ We
honor Chnist’s birth. death and
resurrection as holidays. and we
turn to God in prayver in imes of
cnsis. God is part of our culture.
If that offends some. perhaps they
should consider another part of
the world as their new home.

We who have defended our
freedoms are proud of our her-
itage. We celebrate Indepen-
dence Day. Memonal Day, Vet-
eran's Day and Flag Day. We
have a nght to wave our flag, sing
our National Anthem. quote our
national motto, and Pledge our
Allegiance to this country when
and wherever we choose. If the
Stars and Stnpes offend some.
they should consider another par
of the world as their new home.

Our First Amendment gives
every citizen more nghts than
anywhere else in the world. But
once they are fimished with com-
plaiming, whinming and gnping
about our flag, our pledge. our
national motto, or our way of life.
I highly recommend they take
advantage of one other Amencan
freedom, the nght to leave

The more patnotism 1s
removed from where our chuldren
are taught, the less our children
will learn about what 1t 1s to be
an American. Then our nation s
spinit will die. as though 1t were
a living thing bleeding to death
drop by drop.

Elmer L. RatlifT
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U.S. forces transfers prisoners across Afghanistan

By Ravi Nessman
Associated Press

SHIBERGAN, Afghanistan
— American forces transferred
a batch of war prisoners Satur-
day from northerm Afghanistan to
a detention facility at a Marine
base where suspected al-Qaida
and Taliban fighters face inter-
rogation — and possible impris-
onment 1n Cuba afterward.

“We're taking them out of
here, and taking them down to
Kandahar as quickly as we can,”
satd Maj. Joseph Fenty, com-
mander of the forces conducting
the operation at an overcrowded
jail 1in Shibergan. “"We're pri-
manly looking at detainees we
can use for collecting intelli-
gence.

Military officials gave few
details about the operation,
which began Friday and
involved dozens of American
troops in bulletproof vests and
armed with assault nifles.

At 3:30 p.m. Saturday, a con-
voy of about six vehicles, includ-
ing two closed trucks, emerged
from the prnison and headed
toward the nearby airport. It was
unclear how many prisoners

By Greg Myer

Associated Press

JERUSALEM — Two Islamic
Jihad militants were arrested Sat-
urday, sources said, a day after an
attack near a Jewish settlement.
Also Saturday. suspected mulitants
riddled an Israeli bus with bullets,
police said.

No one was injured in the
assault on the armored bus near the
West Bank city of Ramallah,
police said. The circumstances of
the shooting were not immediate-
ly clear.

In Gaza City, the two Islamic
Jihad men were detained and their
weapons confiscated, Palestinian
securnity sources said without
divulging additional details.

Israch  Defense  Minister
Binvamin Ben-Eliezer said the
recent Palestiman crackdown on
anti-Israeli groups could help
peace talks resume 1n a way out-
lined by an international commus-
ston headed by former Sen.
George Mitchell.

Israel repeatedly has called for
a complete cessation of violence
before negotiations can restart.

“If the Palestinians continue at
the pace they are going now, mean-
ing making the arrests and they
start thwarting (artacks), | think that
we can start implementing
Mitchell.” Ben-Elezer told Chan-
nel Two TV Saturday.

He also said the Palestimians are
prepanng suicide attackers and car
bombings as part of “an infra-
structure for war,” Israehh media
reported.

Palestimian leader Yasser Arafat
called for an end to attacks against
Israel two weeks ago, and since
then. there has been a sharp decline
in violence. The Palestinian secu-
nty forces have arrested some sus-

were being trans rtcd but they
reportedly inclu Inj urcd
iInmates taken fmm lhc prison’s
hospital ward.

Earlier, 63 suspected Taliban
or al-Qaida members arrived at
Kandahar airport, bringing the
total of detainees at the Marine
base s makeshift holding facili-
ty there to 124, a Marine
spokesman said. The new
armvals came from undisclosed
locations across the country and
did not include the prnisoners
leaving northern Afghanistan.

The number of inmatcs at
Kandahar — which has room for
at least 250 — has nisen steadi-
ly this week, and the Pentagon
expected dozens more 1n coming
days, a Washington defense offi-
cial said Fnday on condition of
anonymity. American officials
have said an undisclosed number
of prisoners will be sent to the
U.S. naval base 1n Guantanamo,
Cuba.

Eight more prisoners, includ-
ing American John Walker
Lindh, were being held on the
amphibious assault ship USS
Peleliu in the Arabian Sea.

The prisoners could be candi-
dates for a U.S. military tnbunal,

pected mulitants, but the Israehs

have demanded Arafat take even.

stronger action.

In response to Arafat’s call, the
mulitant group Hamas announced
it was suspending suicide attacks
in Israel but would continue tar-
geting Israelis in the West Bank
and Gaza. Islamuc Jihad did not say
it would stop attacks, and said in
a statement released in Beirut,
Lebanon, i1t remained commutted to

“holy war and resistance.”

In one of the most serous 1nCi-
dents 1n the past two weeks, a pair
of Islamic Jihad militants attempt-
ed to carry out an attack Fnday near
the Jewish settlement of Netzanm
in the central Gaza Stnp.

The two, carrying anti-tank mis-
siles, a Kalashnikov assault nfle
and ammumntion fired on Israeh sol-
diers on patrol in the area, the
Israch army said. Soldiers retumed
fire. killing one assailant and send-
ing the other fleeing.

The dead man, Mahmoud Burai,
was wearnng an explosives belt. In
a videotape he made before the
attack, Burai, 23, said he was
preparing for a suicide mission.
The tape was aired on the
Lebanese TV station Al Manar.

Several hundred mourners
attended Burai's funeral Saturday
in the Jebaliya refugee camp on the
outskurts of Gaza City. |

In another development Satur-
day, dozens of Westemn protesters
and Palestinian students dismantled
parts of an Israeli military check-
point near the West Bank town of
Rama lah.

The iemonstrators pushed aside
concrete bamers, and at one point,
set a small hut on fire. Soldiers

esponded with tear gas, dnving
away the demonstrators, who were
demanding the lifing of the check-
point outside Bir Zeit University,
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If you had heart valve replacement surgery during the
period 1997 to 2000, you should know that on January
21, 2000, St. Jude Medical, Inc. recalled all of its
Silzone® coated mechanical heart valves and valve
rings due to paravalvular leaking that can require
surgery to replace the defective valve, and can
cause fatigue, strokes, blood clots and heart failure.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, AND TO FIND OUT
IF YOUR ST. JUDE HEART VALVE
HAS BEEN RECALLED, PLEASE CALL US:

713-963-0400 - 800-859-9009
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ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS

THREE RIVERWAY, SUITE 940
HOUSTON, TEXAS 77056

dfnend@billbasslaw.com

Not certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization.
We often work in conjunction with other law firms on clients” cases.

.
Whon we get prisoners, we don’t torture

them, we don’t

perform medical experiments

on them. We keep them warm, we keep them
fed, we keep the rain off their heads

— Maj. lan Brasure

legal adviser, 26th Marine Expeditionary Unit

which President Bush has autho-
nzed to judge and sentence ter-
rorists who are not Amencan cit-
1Zens.

L].S. officials in Shibergan
said they would take Afghans
and foreigners to Kandahar if
necessary, Fenty said. He said

~ servicemen were searching pns-

oners, doing medical tests and
making initial intelligence
screenings.

“We feel we have an adequate-
sized force here to protect our-
selves as well as the detainees,”
Fenty said. The Shibergan prison
currently holds 3,000 prnisoners,
900 of them foreigners.

Inside, International Commuit-
tee of the Red Cross members
delivered equipment for a water
well.

“We're going to treat these

Palestinian forces arrest Islamic Jihad militants

the leading Palestinian university.
No 1njunes or arrests were report-
ed.

With violence declining, Israel
said Friday 1t was lifting a block-
ade of Bethlehem, just south of

detainees humanely. We're
going to provide for their safe-
ty,” said military spokesman
Capt. Robert Riggle.

In other developments:

n Pakistan police seized arms
and ammunition in an abandoned
house 1n Quetta that were
believed to have been smuggled
from Afghanistan for possible
terrorist acts, local police chief
Shoaib Suddle said. The cache
— 124 machine guns, 248 nfles,
342 mortar bombs and 30,000
rounds of ammunition — was the
largest ever 1n Pakistan. Two sus-
pects were arrested.

B The Pentagon confirmed a
U.S. military strike in
Afghanistan early Saturday on a
“building used by the Taliban.”
The Afghan Islamic Press report-

Jerusalem. But soldiers remained
Saturday at the checkpoints on the
edge of the town, examining the
identity documents of Palestinians
and everyone else seeking to enter
or leave the town.
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ed the strike occurred in
Shekhan, a village in Paktia
province.

B Pakistani intelligence offi-
cers and FBI agents were inter-
rogating more than 200 suspect-
ed members of al-Qaida, Osama
bin Laden’s terrorist organization.

B Bahrain became the second
Arab country, following Jordan,
to contribute troops to peace-
keeping efforts in Afghanistan.
Bahrain sent its only frigate, a gift
from the U.S. Navy, to an inter-
national naval coalition in the
Arabian Sea. An American ally,
Bahrain is home to the U.S. Navy
Sth Fleet.

In Kandahar, military officials
have said the detainees are
bound, blindfolded and separat-
ed from each other by concerti-

na wire. Calls to officials from
the Intematiogal Committee of the
Red Cross in Islamabad and Kab-
ul were unanswered Saturday.

Maj. lan Brasure, a legal advis-
er for the 26th Marine Expedi-
tionary Unit, said the detainees are
treated well.

“When we get pnisoners, we
don’t torture them, we don't per-
form medical experiments on
them,” Brasure said. “We keep
them warm, we keep them fed, we
keep the rain off their heads.”

When the Navy is able to get
running water to the detention facil-
ity, the men will be able to bathe.
“Our goal 1s to give them what we
have,” said Marine Lt. Col. Mark
Faulkner.
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Calm returns to Buenos Aires after anti-government riots

By Bill Cormeir

Associated Press

BUENOS AIRES, Argentina
— City workers swept up rock
and debns near a downtown
plaza Saturday, hours after not
police battled protesters as rage
over government austerity mea-
sures boiled over here for the
second time 1n a week.

The streets of Buenos Aires

were calm Saturday after a

night of peaceful protests by
middle-class Argentines degen-
erated into violence.

Police fired barrages of tear
gas and rubber bullets at demnn-
strators before dawn as a large
but peaceful protest against the
government's handling of a
deep economic crisis degener-
ated into violence.

Twelve police officers were
injured, six of them senously,
including one officer who was

.beaten bloody by a mob before

he could be led away from the
pitched street battles outside the
Government House. Police
declined to reveal how many
protesters were injured but said
33 people were arrested dunng
the unrest.

The violence follows 26
deaths and more than 200
injuries in rioting, which drove
President Fernando de la Rua
from office on Dec. 21. He was
replaced by caretaker President
Adolfo Rodriguez Saa, who

now is feeling the wrath of
Argentines furious over the
handling of the economy and
unemployment that tops 18 per-
cent.

Argentines are also angry
over a weeks-old government
move limiting cash withdrawals
from banks to $1,000 a month
in order to prevent a run on the
financial system.

“We want to send a message
to the politicians we won't tol-
erate any more corruption,
said Juan Carlos Alonso, 73,
before the melee broke out.
“And these banking restrictions
are completely unacceptable!”

Venting their anger, gangs
clashed with rniot police through
the pre-dawn hours as the offi-
cers responded with volleys of
tear gas and rubber bullets.
Fleeing from the Government
House with police 1n pursuit,
youths looted stores and trashed
banks along Avenida de Mayo,
a broad boulevard stretching
several blocks to Congress.

Several demonstrators later
forced their way into Congress,
setting small fires, smashing
windows and throwing sofas and
chairs out the main entrance.
Smoke spilled out of the ornate
century-old building before fire-
fighters put out the blazes. The
protesters were quickly dnven
from the building.

The clashes tapered off
toward sunrise as police tanned

Candidates cry foul in Zambi election

By Dina Kraft
Associated Press

LUSAKA, Zambia — An
opposition candidate declared
himself Zambia's president Sat-
urday even without final vote tal-
lies, and then he and five other
candidates accused the ruling
party of ngging the results to stay
In pOWEr.

Those declarations came two
days after Zambians voted in only
the third democratic election 1n
this southem Afncan country's 37
years of independence. Results
were not expected until Tuesday,
Zambian state television report-
ed.

Government officials blamed
the five-day delay in results on
sluggish counting — not vote
stealing — and logistical prob-
lems caused by the 80 percent
turnout of Zambia's 2.6 milhion
registered voters.

Early retums from about a third
of voting districts showed a vir-
tual tiec between  Levy
Mwanawasa of the ruling Move-
ment for Multiparty Democracy
and Anderson Mazoka of the
United Party for National Devel-
opment.

Strong showings also were
made by Chnston Tembo, a for-
mer army commander who heads
the Forum for Democracy and
Development, and Godfrey
Miyanda of the Hentage Party.

Mazoka said his campaign
determined he was leading the
vote count.

1 must be declared the winner
because 1 have won,” Mazoka
said. _

He also accused the govem-
ment of releasing selective results
from areas where Mwanawasa
had a strong following.

“The delay 1s obviously being
made to allow for the anpleuﬂn
of vote ng;__mi_ by the MMD,”
Mazoka said. I know they are
trying to narrow the difference by
stuffing ballot boxes.™

Mazoka, a businessman, said
he would reject any official
results. which did not declare him
the winner and he suggested
Zambians also should resist
results keeping the ruling party in
power.

“Don’t tempt the Zambian
people,” Mazoka said. “They
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have the nght to respond lL.owever

they see fit.”

Ruling party spokesman Ver-
non Mwaanga, who also serves as
information minister,

election process. He also dis-
missed Mazoka's claims as “non-
sense.’

“How can he win when 1n

some areas ... they are sull count-
ing votes?” Mwaanga said.
“What can we do about slow
counting””

Five other opposition candi-
dates appeared with Mazoka lat-
er and said they were appealing
to the chief justice to postpone the
presidential inauguration — ong-
inally set for Saturday — until
“irregularities™  could  be
reviewed.

The candidates said they had
received reports about “anomalies
and flaws 1n the election
process.

“We want at least the Zambian
people to feel what they voted for
1s what they have in office.” can-
didate Nevers Mumba said.

Local election monitors said
they had not been able to inde-
pendently confirm those reports.

Zambia has had only two rulers
since gaining independence from
Bnitain in 1964, and voters in this
election had 11 presidential can-
didates to choose from. There also
were parliamentary candidates
from 17 parties.

This splintered mix could lead
to Zambia's first coalition gov-
ernment, analysts say.
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said the
government would not tolerate
any violent disruption of the
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Mounted police officers move in Buenos Aires’ Plaza de Mayo,
Thursday to clear straggling protesters from the plaza, where
tens of thousands of Argentines gathered overnight to express

their disgust with the

government and nearly four years of reces-

sion that has pushed unemployment to almost 20 percent.

out downtown.

The violence began on the
fringes of what was for hours a
largely peaceful, but raucous

pot-banging protest by mid-
dle-class Argentines who said
they were fed up with govern-
ment blundering and 1ts
attempts to tame an economic
Crisis.

The protests marked the sec-
ond week of social tensions over
a four-year-old economic crisis,
which led Rodrniguez Saa to
announce Argentina would
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default on at least part of 1ts
$132 billion public debt.

“Give us back our money!”
people chanted 1n the Plaza de
Mayo in the capital, Buenos
Aires, while others voiced com-
plaints about corruption 1n gov-
ernment. “Get out! Get out'”
they shouted toward the Gqv-
ernment House.

Hundreds more gathered
peacefu'ly on city streets, bang-
ing pots and pans. Maria Luisa
Lerer, 64, said she was angry
over the banking restnctions and
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United States 1s

a failed attempt to overturn
them in the courts.

“"We want our momey. They
are robbing the people,” she said
Lerer. "This 1s unjust!”

As he entered an emergency
meeting of his Cabinet at his
official residence in the suburbs
of Buenos Aires, Rodriguez
Saa said he had no immediate
comment on the unrest.

Amid the violence, news
reports said his Cabinet chief,
Carlos Grosso, had submitted
his resignation.

President Bush said Friday he
“willing to
offer technical assistance
through the IMF" to help
Argentina develop “a plan that
sustains economic growth. He
saild he had discussed the
Argentine situation in recent

Paying too much o
for car insurance? '~

calls to the leaders of Mexico,
Uruguay, Chile and Brazil

Hoping (o ease the economic
crisis, the government mean-
while 1s preparing to roll out a
third currency, called the
“argentino,”, which the care-
taker president says will breathe
new life into the economy.

Scheduled to debut on Jan. 15,
the argentino will circulate
alongside the peso and dollar as
Argentina looks to print money
as a way out of a cash crunch
brought on by a prolonged eco-
NOMIC Crisis

But many Argentines fear a
free-floating currency. backed
by lLittle more than promises of
state support, will quickly
depreciate. For nearly a decade,
the peso has been fhirmly pegged
one-to-one with the dollar
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New cabinet begins daunting task of rebuuldmg Afghanistan government from scratch

By Kathy Gannon

ssociaie 1ess

KABUL, Afghanistan — The
women s affairs minister spent
her first three days on the job in
tears, overwhelmed by a litany of
tales about the suffering Afghan
women endured during five
years of repressive Taliban rule.

“They were really trauma-
ized so much we just started cry-
ing,” Sima Samar said. “"We did-
n t know what else to do.”

For some of the ministers in
Afghanistan’s internim govern-
ment, the first week in office —
which ended Saturday — was
spent coming face to face with
the enormity of the task of shed-
ding the country’s dark, war-tom
past.

With hopes for rebuilding
high, but expectations realistic
after decades of chaos, the min-
isters also began counting up
what few resources they have.

“We are starting with almost
nothing. Finance Minister
Amin Arsala said, pointing out
the central bank has been loot-
ed. "It will take time to generate
our own revenue and develop
some sort of reserves. Initially
we hope to receirve some bud-
getary support from the interna-
tonal community.”™

Rebuilding the economy and
the country will cost billions of
dollars. he said. And some divi-
sive 1ssues have emerged, par-
ticularly the presence of toreign
peacekeepers and the terms of an
agreement, which defines their
role and numbers.

Detense Minister Mohammed
Fahim, whose soldiers stll patrol
the city, wants only 1,000 peace-
keepers, saying another 1,000
can perform humanitarian work
and 1,000 can stay at Bagram Air
Force base. 36 miles north of
Kabul. as a reserve force. He also
wants the peacekeepers here for
only six months.

But Prime Minister Hamid
Karzai says they should stay as
long as they are needed — six
months minimum — and should
number as many as 5,000.

Arsala nsists that ordinan
Afghans are united in wanting an
international force to ensure
peace and stability. Many predict
without peacekeepers, their new
government will collapse into
feuding groups.

Despite the U.N.-brokered
agreement., which calls for the
withdrawal of Fahim's fighters
from Kabul atter the arnval ot
the first peacekeepers a week
ago. some remain. piled into the
back of pickup trucks with their
guns and intertering in the cap-
ial s daily hite. even tratfic
accidents.

Arsala said people don't
expect much because they are
scarred by the bitter feuding,
which marked the 1992-96 rule
of Kabul by some of the same
people now 1n power. Today,
most people are putuing their
taith 1n the international com-
munity. he said.

“Most impontantly. the world
IS  paving attention 10
Afghamistan. A lot of expecta-
tions are on the shoulders of the
international community. and 1f
they don’'t play the nght role,
they will have done an injustice
1o the Afghan people,” he said.

The 30-member interim
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Afghanistan’s new interim Finance Minister Amin Arsala, right,
meets his staff at the Finance Ministry in Kabul, Afghanistan.

administration 1s to serve for six
months before a council of trib-
al leader decides a two-year
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government and sets the way for
a permanent constitution. Arsala
said his first days on the job were

spent meeting people — and try-
ing to make his office fit for
work.

The Finance Ministry was
heavily damaged by factional
fighting and neglected by the
Taliban. The windows were bro-
ken and the roof of one section
collapsed from rocket fire. In
some rooms, yellowed files in
soiled folders are stacked to the
ceilling. The few desks and chairs
are broken, the hallways littered
with dirt swept to the side.

“Frankly, when | came to the
ministry I was shocked at the
physical condition, the financial
condition, the lack of institutional
strength,” said Arsala, who was
foreign minister in the pre-Tal-
iban government of then-Presi-
dent Burhanuddin Rabbani,
whose loyalists and partners

flattened entire neighborhoods
during factional fighting.

Samar has an even more
daunting task: There never has
been a women’s affairs ministry,
so for the time being she has no
building, no staff and no budget.
For now, women — all still
weanng the all-enveloping burga
mandated by the Taliban —
find her at her newly acquired
home, sitting on a carpeted floor.

But proudly, she says with a
laugh: “l am the only minister
who doesn’t have a gunman
standing outside.”

Wearing a thin white scarf,
which barely covered her short-
cropped brown hair, Samar is a
blunt talker. She bemoaned her
countrymen’s bad luck with
leaders.

Rabbani’s regime was not
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much better than the rigidly
Islamic Taliban movement that
ousted it in 1996 and is now
reviled by most of the world as
allies of terrorist suspect Osama
bin Laden, she said.

She has been horrified by the
stories from scores of women.
One woman recalled seeing a
Taliban beat a woman with a
glass bottle because she lifted her
burqa to quiet her crying child.

“First of all I think security is
the main 1ssue,” Samar said. “]
think as soon as the men with the
Kalashnikovs (rifles) are out of
the city, the women will be sure
no harm will come to them and
they will take off their burqas.
Right now they don’'t feel safe.”

NEW PRICE REDUCTIONS

50-66% off

LADIES SUITS & DRESSES

great names
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County commissions deputy constable

By Ed Todd
Staff Writer

Rochell Buck, who has a flair for law-
enforcement work even while she is car-
rying clerk status in the Midland County
Justice Court, has been commissioned the
first Midland County deputy constable
since 1996.

“I love 1t,” Ms. Buck said of her new
role. “It is just something that you love,
and you really can’t explain it. I love help-
Ing people.”

The 42-year-old Ms. Buck, who holds
the advanced certificate as a peace officer
from the Texas Commission on Law
Enforcement Officer Standards and Edu-
cation (TCLEOSE), had been a reserve
deputy shenff for Sheriff Gary Painter since
1992 until she resigned the sheriff’s ranks
to be a deputy constable.

“She is more than qualified for the job,”

tus.

Despite the promotion and increased
responsibilities, her salary remains at
clerk pay — slightly more than $20,000.
Hall did not request a raise, and the com-
missioners did not volunteer a pay
Increase.

Ms. Buck’s work includes serving Hall
and the other $28,000-salaried constables:
Gene Smith of Precinct 1, Charles “Choc”
Harris of Precinct 3, and Angel Hernan-
dez of Precinct 3.

Among other duties, she helps the con-
stables keep track of the fines and fees they
collect on outstanding warrants.

In the October-November period, the
constables collected more than $24,000 in
fines and fees and cleared 204 old war-
rants, Hall said. Those warrants repre-
sented the $24,000 in cash and another
$20,000 in fines that were “laid ou(” in jail
by inmates at $100 per day in lieu of pay-

In November,
$441, Hall said.

“We've started working a lot of these
old warrants, and that was one reason we
brought Rochell on board was to help work
these old warrants,” Hall said. “I served
one the other day that was issued in 1990.”

The constables’ old-warrants project
seeks to collect an estimated $3 million in
outstanding fines and fees due Midland
County government, including Justice
Court, throughout the years.

Offenses named in the warrants include
traffic violations and other misdemeanors.

However, Commissioner Mike Bradford
has suggested the amount, dating to the
county’'s computerization back in the
1980s and discounting “dead warrants,”
would be less than $3 million.

Precinct 2 Justice of the Peace David
Cobos estimated Justice Court’s four
precincts annually collected about $1.5

fines ranged $75 to

Precinct 4 Constable Charlie Hall said after
the governing Commissioners’ Court
approved Ms. Buck’s deputy-constable sta-

battles his way |
back from injury

Editor’s Note: This is the fourth in a series
of stogles leading up to the SandHilis
Stockshow and Rodeo set for Jan. 3-12 at
the Ector County Coliseum.

By Emily Baker
MRT Correﬂdent

One rainy day in 1992, rodeo bull fight-
er Jim McLain was on his way to a rodeo
in Wisconsin and saw a semi trying to stop
in front of him, McLain was going too fast
to stop and fus pickup collided with the
semi. The collision knocked him uncon-
scious, but when he woke up, his engine
was 1n his lap, his tool box was through
the windshield, the 30-foot trailer he was
towing had shaved the top off the cab of
the truck, and his nght leg was tom off
and hanging out the window behind him.

Rescue workers freed him after two
hours of effort, and when he got to the hos-
pital, the prognosis was not good.

“The doctors told me, ‘You'll never run
again. You'll probably walk, but you'll
never run or fight bulls again,”” he said.
“When I woke up from surgery, | had one
goal. My mindset was ‘never’ if I'll fight
bulls again or if I'll run again, it was
‘when.” And I planned to work every day,
whatever it took, until | fought bulls
again.”

One year to the day after the accident,
MclLain walked into the arena at the rodeo
where he was headed before the accident
and fought bulls.

He has fought 14,000 bulls since then.

The job

Rodeo bull fighters aren’t the guys in
the fancy knickerbockers flashing around
red blankets. Usually their outfit consists
of aptly-named “baggies” made out of a
baggy pair of pants cut off at the knees
minus the crotch. Some wear loud shirts
and funny neck ties. Some apply grease
paint to make their faces more colorful.

Budl fighters are the guys who look like
clowns ing around the arena durnng
the bull nding event at a rodeo. But, they
are neither clowns nor INg In sense-
less motion. Rodeo bull fighters are pro-
fessionals whose approach may look
chaotic but is rather a dance during which
each footstep and each motion, twirl and
spin has a purpose — protecting the bull
nder.

“Everything is on timing,” said
McLain, who has been a bull fighter for

Please see RODEO/3B

MARGARET RENDALL

been looking fmward to this Chnstmas

break for quite a whlle After another grueling
semestel, | was ready to come home and
relax. | wanted to spend time with my family and
have some time for myself. It had been months
since | read a book that was not assigned for
class.

So I said goodbye to my
semester of Plato, Anistotle
and Richard Wright ready to

trying to decide whether to give in and
Spcml$18.50mﬂnlmclnckfnrmcfmmh

book or wait until the k comes out.
In her series, author J.K. Rowling does exactly
what any great author should do. She allows the

reader to form his or her own vivid pictures of
the mystical going-ons in Hogwarts Castle while

ing cash. Other warrants were cleared out
due to death..

Rodeo bull fighter '__'

Jim MclLain runs to distract a bull while :
was told that he would never be able to fight bulls again.
dent, MclLain walked into an arena and fought bulls.
year marks MclLain’s last appearance at the SandHills Rodeo.

captivating the audience with the suspenseful,
constantly twisting plot line and masterfully and
elaborately creating bnlliant, but undeniably
human characters with whom children and adults
alike can relate.

However, it has come to my attention that not
everyone feels the same way about Harry Potter
as | do. In fact, not everyone living under the
same roof as me feels the same way about Harry

- Potter as I do, which is actually what prompted

me to write this column.

I have heard Harry Potter books referred to as
the devil books, and | have even read someone
compare their evil to that of the individuals who
committed the Sept. 11 attacks. Carol Rook-
wood, Headmistress of St. Mary’s Island Church
of England Primary School in the United King-
dom, the first school to ban the Harry Potter
books, said they are as dangerous to a child as a
child molester.

I am curious as to how many individuals con-
demning the Harry Potter books have actually
read them. Frances Donovan, who practices the
Wiccan religion wrote the following on the
about.com Web site.

“Real life witches laugh at the accusation that
we wish to recruit their children at all, and we
laugh even harder at the notion that the Harry
Potter books have anything at all to do with the
Wiccan religion or any other pagan tradition.”

million in fines and fees.

Rochell Buck, new deputy constable for Midland County.

Tim Fischer/Reporter-Teleg

ram
Ms. Buck

Is the first deputy constable commissioned by the county since 1996.

Please see DEPUTY/3B

-

He has since fought 14,000 bulls. This

Harry Potter author ‘casts spell’ with brilliant writing

She claims that similanities between Harry Pot-
ter books and the religion of witchcraft are virtu-
ally non-existent. Although I know very little
about witchcraft as a religion and have not made
real efforts to educate myself in that area, | can-
not imagine that individuals who practice witch-
craft really spend their time flying on broom-
sticks, sneaking around castles wearing invisibil-
ity cloaks, or sending messages to family and
fnends via owls.

While to a certain extent | understand people’s
concerns with exposing their children to witch-
craft and sorcery, I believe the Harry Potter con-
troversy is a severe overreaction. Harry Potter
has important lessons to teach and children old
enough to enjoy and understand the books will
be able to distinguish fantasy from reality. Harry
1s a wonderful fnend and exhibits determination
in all of his pursuits from Quidditch to studying
for is OWLS, an acronym tor end of the year
exams. In addition he resists the temptation to
join Voldemort more than once, choosing good
over evil and power.

Nevertheless, | am certainly sympathetic to
parents who choose not to let their children read
Harry Potter. Parents are entitled to make deci-
sions concerning the way their children will be
raised and the things they will be exposed to.
However, individuals opposed to Harry Potter
have no right to attempt to prevent others from

Racial profiling ban
among batch of new
laws effective Jan. 1

AUSTIN (AP)— At a Brownwood City Council
meeting last month, officials did what a new Texas
law requires of the state’s cities and counties: adopt
a policy for their law enforcement agencies banning
racial profiling.

The law passed this year requires the state's 1,500-
plus law enforcement agencies to install and use video
recording equipment in patrol cars, document all
stops, create a complaint process, educate the pub-
lic and file reports with the state.

The law was effective Sept. 1, but law enforce-
ment agencies have until Tuesday to adopt racial pro-
filing policies. Another 28 laws go into effect Jan.

I, including a _
raduated dn- :

Eer's license New IaWS QOIng
program, a |

program. 2| into effect Jan. 1
children’s Med- | The Associated Press

icaid program,
and a service
that allows con-
sumers to block
telemarketers.
Banning
racial profiling
“1s a noble goal
and 1t 1s worth-

SB1074, which bans racial
profiling by law enforcement
agencies, went into effect Sept.
| but must be implemented by
Tuesday. Other laws effective
Jan. |: |

HBS06: Clarifies law to
guarantee that certain surviving I

while and 1 | spouses are entitled to the lim-
can't imagine | itation of school tax on their
that anybody | subsequent homesteads if their

would approve | elderly spouse dies.

of racial profil- HB824: Entitles a nonprofit
ing 1n police | county fair association that
work,” said | holds agnicultural fairs and
Bert Massey Il. | encourages agricultural pur-
mayor of the | suits to a tax exemption on the
city of 20,000 | land and buildings it owns and

uses to hold such fairs.
HB1127: Sets standards for
dates by which institutions of
higher education must issue
contracts or employment agree-

located about
65 miles south-
east of Abilene.

“But the oth-
er side of the
coin 1s if the
state, as a mat-
ter of policy,
wants to impose this worthwhile goal, let the state
pay for it,” he said.

Actually, the Department of Public Safety has been
charged with splitting up $18.5 million in state funds
among the nearly 2,000 agencies covered under the
law.

Says sponsor Sen. Royce West: “There’s not going
to be enough money to go around.”™

West, who has said it would cost $35 million to
install the required recording equipment and com-
puter software, train officers, and collect and main-
tain data, said banning racial profiling should be a
local, state and federal effort. And the agencies ben-
efit from the recording equipment because it provides
evidence 1n cases where suspects accuse law offi-
cers of wrongdoing, said West, D-Dallas.

So far, 553 applications seeking funding have been

Please see BATCH/3B

Please see LAWS/3B

enjoying the books. No one is forcing those
opposed to Harry Potter to purchase or read the
books. Not only does the phenomena of book
burming remind the world bf Nazi Germany and
Fahrenheit 451, 1t also does little for the cause.
In addition, movements to remove the books
from public libranes are disturbing as well,
although they will not be successful.

Ms. Rowling, the author of the Harry Potter
books, perhaps says it best: “If you ban all books
with witchcraft and the supernatural, you’ll ban
three-quarters of children’s literature.”

Betore jumping to judgment I would encour-
age individuals to read the books for themselves.
[ think they might be surpnsed at how inoffen-
sive they really are and might even find them-
selves enjoying the fantasies.

The Harry Potter books are ulumately about
facing problems and overcoming limitations.
Harry comes from an abusive adoptive family
and he has enemies in every book. Yet Harry
learns about loyalty and fnendship and grows in
many ways as the senes progresses. The mes-
sages are universal and the means of getting
them across challenge and stimulate the imagina-

tion.

Margaret Rendall is a student at the Universi-
ty of Texas at Austin and works as a correspon-
dent for the Reporter-Telegram.
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DEATH NOTICES

Marvin Sewell

BIG SPRING — Marvin
Sewell, 90, died Fnday, Dec. 28
in a local hospital.

Services will be at 2 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 31 in the Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Rosewood
Chapel with the Rev. Jimmy
Fred lrwin officiating. Interment
will follow at Mt. Olive Memo-
nal Park.

Mr. Sewell was born Jan. 31,
1911 1in Houston County and
married Salena Irwin Jan. 3,
1931 1n Big Spring. She pre-
ceded him in death on Apnl 19,
1992

He was a cattle buyer and
owner of Big Spring Locker Co.

After selling the locker compa-.

ny in 1963, he continued buying
cattle

In addinton to his wife,
Sewell was preceded in death by
one daughter, Joanna Sewell: his
parents G.R. and Annie Sewel,;
three brothers: and one sister.

He 1s survived by one son, Bill
Sewell of San Antonio; one

daughter, Carolyn Brooks of

Coahoma: and four grandchil-
dren.
Memonals may be directed to
a chanty of the donor’s choice.
Arrangements are under the
direction of Nallev-Pickle &
Welch Funeral Home

William Glass

Wilham Allan Glass., 3
months old. died Tuesday. Dec.
25 at his residence.

Services will be at 3 p.m.,
Mondayv. Dec. 31 at Fairview
Cemetery with the Rev. Bob
Porterfield officiating. Arrange-
ments are under the direction of
Pipkin Funeral Home and
Chapel.

He was born Sept. 14, 2001 1o
Codv and Tina Smith Glass.

He 1s survived by his parents:
a sister, Melaine Lﬂ}__‘L‘HL‘ Glass
of Midland: a brother. Nicholas
Scott Glass of Midland; his
grandmother. Pam Glass: grand-
tather. AW Smuth and great-
grandparenis.  Robert  and
Phy liss Glass

Cipriano Rodriguez

DALLAS —
"Kimo Rodriguez Jr.. 37, for-
merly of Big Spring died Thurs-
dav. Dec. 27 at a Dallas hospi-
tal tollowing a bniet illness

Funeral mass will be at 11
a.m. Monday. Dec 31 at Sacred
Heart Cathohie Church. Bunal
will be at Mt Olive Memonal
Park

Myers & Smuth Funeral
Home 15 1n charge of arrange-
ments

He was born Nov. 2. 1964 and
was a member of Sacred Heart
Cathohic Church. He worked at
several restaurants

He 1s survived by his parents,
Pano and Virgimia Rodnguez of
Big Spring: three sisters. Many
Ramirez. Linda Rodniguez and
Virgima Rodniguez. all ot Big
Spring: his grandmother, Lupe
Molena of Big Spring. as well
as several aunts. uncles and
COusIns

Walter Liljestrand

Walter Liljestrand died Dec
19 1n a local nursing home

He was born Mayv 6. 1915 1n
Caldwell. Kan. and attended
Rice Insutute in Houston He
eraduated in 1937 with a bach-
elors in mechanical engineerning
He joined the Navy 1in Apnl of
1941 and marmed Frances Lane
on Aug. 31. 1941. He served n
World War Il and retired as a
captain.

He retired from Smith Inter-
national of Houston and was a
member of the New Life Pres-
byvterian Church

He was preceded 1in death by
his wite

He 1s survived by his sons.

Cipriano

EFd Todd

Ken Liljestrand of Fort Worth,
Rodger Liljestrand of Espanola,
N.M. and Howard Liljestrand of
Austin; a brother, Stanley Lil-
jestrand of Houston; seven
grandchildren and four great-
grandchildren.

Local arrangements are under
the direction of Ellis Funeral
Home.

Sarah Rhone

BIG SPRING— Sarah Rhone,
57, died Thursday, Dec. 27 in an
Odessa hospital. Services will be
at 2 p.m. Monday at Myers &
Smith Chapel. Bunial will be at
Trinity Memonal Park.

She was born Jan. 28, 1944 in
LLamesa and was a member of
the First Assembly of God
Church 1n Big Spring. She was
a homemaker.

She was preceded in death by
her husband, Grady Rhone; her
parcats, Willard Edward Slough
and Annie Belle Thompson
Slough: seven brothers, William
Light, George Light, James
Slough, Richard Slough,
Chester Slough, Henry Slough
and Bobby Slough: and one sis-
ter, Hattie Slough.

She 1s survived by two daugh-
ters. Sheila Sullenbarger of
Lamesa and Kessa Easley of
Colorado City: two sons, Archie
Easley Jr. of Lamesa and Mark
Easley of Hot Springs, Ark.; five
brothers, Robert Light of
Longview. Bruce Light of Min-
eral Wells, Jerry Slough of
Lamesa, Dail Slough of Lame-
sa and Fred Slough of Dallas;
tour sisters, Mary Royall of
League City, Lattie McLendon
of Lamesa, Bernice Land of
Andrews and Mary Angott of
Louisiana: as well as 10 grand-
children.

Richard Scott

Richard Owen Scott, 70, died
Saturday. Dec. 29 at his resi-
dence.

Services will be at 2 p.m.,
Monday. Dec. 31 at Pipkin
Funeral Home with the Rev.
James Sain otficiating.

He was born Jan. 11, 193] 1n
Kress and later moved to Odon-
nell. He served in the Army 1n
1949 and served in the Korean
War. After the war, he moved to
Lubbock and married Christine
Mavtield on Dec. 19, 1952.
'hey moved to Midland 1n 1956
and he was employved by the
U.S. Postal Service.

He was preceded in death by
his parents. Lenny Scott and
Nova Lee Curd: as well as one
grandchild

He 15 survived by his wife:
three sons. Max. Monty and
Marlon S¢ott and two daughters.
Terme Wiberg and Tisha Scott,
all of Midland: two sisters, Rue
Nell Hale and Katy Reid, both
of Santa Mana, Calht.;: as well
as mine grandchildren and one
rreat-grandchild.

Betty Kutz

Betty Kutz. 69, died Saturday.
Dec. 29 1n a local hospital.

Services are pending with Pip-
Kin Funeral Home and Chapel.

Georgia Seay

Georgia Seay, 89, died Fnday,
Dec. 28 1n a local care center.

Services are pending with Pip-
kin Funeral Home and Chapel

Dewey Phillips

BIG SPRING — Dewey
Phillips. 58, of Dallas died Fnday,
Dec. 28.

Services are pending with
Myvers & Smith Funeral Home.

Ron Letcher

BIG SPRING — Ron Letcher
Sr.. 59, died Saturday, Dec. 29 1n
a Big Spring hospital.

Services are pending with
Myvers & Smith Funeral Home.

Catch Ed Todd's
column on Thilgdays

O15-520-5318
Midkand

Sara L. Harris

Memonal services for Sara
Layn Hams have been set for Jan-
uary 2, 2002, 3:30 p.m. at First
Baptist Church.

Arrancements are under the
direction 1 Pipkin Funeral Home
and Chapel.

Mrs. Hams died Thursday,
December 27, 2001 with emphy-
sema at Midland Memonal Hos-
pital after a lengthy illness.

Sara was born in Dallas, Texas
on January 14, 1938, to John W.
Jennings, Jr. and Archie Stewart
Jones Jennings. She attended
Woodrow Wilson High School in
Dallas and graduated from
Grapevine High School in
Grapevine, Texas, where she
was voted FFA Sweetheart. She
received her bachelor of science
degree 1n elementary education in
1960 and a master of science
degree in elementary education in
1965 from North Texas State Uni-
versity 1n Denton, Texas.

At North Texas, Sara was a

member of Los Caballeros Rid-

ing Club and Delta Gamma
Sorority. She modeled for Brogan
and Jennings (her father’'s dress
manufacturing company in part-
nership with Frank Brogan) in
Dallas duning “Market Week”
four to five times a year and also
modeled for difterent dress shops
and hair styhists in Denton, Texas.

Sara taught at the elementary
education level for 16 years at
MISD. She was a member of
Kappa Kappa Lota Teacher
Sorority. Delta Gamma, First
Baptist Daniel Department and
Better Breathing Club. She was
also a realtor and a Broker Asso-
ciate of Don Harvey, Inc. for sev-
€n years.

Sara met George T. Hams in
the fall of 1961 and they were
marmied on April 21, 1962, In
Grapevine, Texas.

Sara was preceded in death by
her tather, John W. Jennings on
Apnil 12, 1975: her mother.
Archie Stewart Jones Jennings on
December 6. 1969: and her sister.
Wanda Mae Jennings Thweatt on
February 4. 1995

Sara 1s survived by her husband
George T. Hams, of Midland.
Texas: her daughters, Kathy Lane
Hamslvy of Wimberley, Texas,
Suzette Manone Hams of Plano,
Texas; her brother, John W. Jen-
nings I and his wife Nicole: a
niece Pamela Ann Thweatt
Carlisle and her husband Craig
and their son Wayne and daugh-
ter Amy. Wilham Lee “Bill”
Thweatt and wife Karen and
daughters, Ashley. Stacey and son
Cody.

Violation of probation:

Oscar Granado, 45, of Midland was
arrested by Midland County Shenff's
deputies at 3:35 p.m. Fnday at the inter-
section of East County Road 118 and South
County Road 1195 on a charge of viola-

tion of probation. No bond.

Theft:

Memonals may be made to the
Amencan Lung Association of
Texas, P.O. Box 26460, Austin,
Texas 78755; the Kelsey Logan
Angel Fund, P.O. Box 5072,
Midland, Texas, 79704; or to a
chanty of your choice.

Anne Pershing
Wilson Morris

Anne Pershing Wilson Mormis,
age 87, of Austin passed away on
Fnday, December 28, 2001. She
has been a resident of Austin
since 1984.

Born in Clarksburg, West Vir-
ginia on January 12, 1914 to Dr.
James E. Wilson and Mary
Boggess Wilson, she graduated
from Washington Irving High
School in Clarksburg and then
attended West Virginia Univer-
sity. On December 26, 1936, she
marned James Lynn Momis who
preceded her in death on October
27, 1974. |

Prior to living in Austin, she
lived in Golden, Colorado as a
newlywed while her husband
was 1n graduate school at the Col-
orado School of Mines. They
lived in Fort Worth, Texas from
1940-1960 where she was a
member of St. Andrew’s Catholic
Church and was the first President
of the Ft. Worth Geological-
Geophysical Auxiliary. The fam-
ily then lived in Houston, Texas
from 1960- 1962 and Denver,
Colorado from 1962- 1964. In
Midland, Texas she was a mem-
ber of the Pyracantha Garden
Club and St. Ann’s Catholic
Church until 1984, when she
moved to Austin where she
attended both St. Louis and St.
Theresa’s Catholic Church.

Hobbies that she enjoyed
through the years included gollf,
floral design, knitting, crocheting
and quilting.

Anne 1s survived by her three
daughters: Carolyn Moms Dor-
man and her husband Harvey of
Lone Oak, Texas: Anne Morris
Miller and her husband Kenneth
of Austin, Texas: and Mary Mor-
ris Moore and husband Delton of
Canyon, Texas; grandchildren:
Smuth, James and Anne Dorman;
Andy Miller and wife, Catherine:
David Miller and wife Denise;
Kathenine Miller Brownell and
husband Scott; Eppie, Ethan and
wife Jessica: Eran, El and Eben
Moore: great-grandchildren:
Reed and Spencer Miller: four sis-
ters: Mary Evelyn Beaucamp of
Savannah, Georgia: Marie
Antonminette Moore of North-
hampton, Massachusetts; Mar-
garet Gleason of Ventor, New Jer-
sev: Sarah Greene of Charleston,
West Virginia and two brothers:
Dr. Robert Wilson of Chapel Hill,
North Carolina and Dr. Thomas
Wilson of Northhampton, Mass-
achusetts.

She 1s preceded in death by her
two brothers: Dr. James E. Wil-
son. Jr. and Dr. John Dennis
Handy Wilson and a sister, Jane
Wilson Thomson.

The tamily wishes to thank the
entire Bnghton Gardens Com-
munity and Staff for their atten-
tion to and care of our mother.

Mass will be held Monday.
December 31, 2001 beginning at
10:00 a.m. 1n the Colonial Chapel
at Cook-Walden Funeral Home.

Texas area.

by a funeral home.

Entombment will begin at 2:00
p-m. on Wednesday, January 2,
2002 at Resthaven Mausoleum in
Midland, Texas.

In lieu of flowers, a donation
may be given to your charity of
choice.

Leigh Ann
Watkins

Leigh Ann Watkins passed
away December 23, 2001 in
Shreveport, Louisiana from
injuries she received in an auto-
mobile accident. Services will be
held at Pipkin Chapel Monday,
December 31, at 10 a.m. with Pas-
tor Harold Quarles officiating and
Reverend Rick Denson assisting.
Bunal will follow at Resthaven
Memonal Park. Arrangements
are under the direction of Pipkin
Funeral Home and Chapel.

- Leigh Ann was born December

20, 1982 in Midland, Texas.
Loving daughter and sister. We
loved so many things about her.
Her loving smile, the way she
loved life, and her sensitivity to
others. We believe she was from
the “highest realms of Heaven™
not only for the way the she loved
life but the way she loved and
chenshed her family. Her moth-
er. who was her best fnend and
brother who she truly looked up
to. Her dad, who was taken with
her. her other dad who loved and
chennished her to no end and
thought of her as his “Litle
Angel.” She will be mussed by
everyone.

She was preceded 1n death by
Papa and Granny Wise. Papa and
MaMaw Watkins, a brother, Lar-
ry Dale Watkins: and her dad.
Larry Don Watkins.

She is survived by her mother.
Brenda Martinez of Midland:
dad, Freddy Marunez: brothers,
Michael and Adnan: sisters.
Stephanie, Lacy and Amanda:

POLICE REPORTS

Compiled from staff reports

Highway 80 on a charge of theft between
$1.500 and $20,000. No bond.

Jessie Green, 27. of Midland was arrest-

ed by Midland County Shenff's deputies
at 4 p.m. Fnday in the 14000 block of West

Evading arrest:

Helping Hands of Midland

Reaching Out “Go Others

1301 Brinson Lane (Between Rogers Ford & The Kettie)
HOTLINE: 6994900
Thrift Store: Tues., Weds., Fri., Sat. 10am-2pm
Board Meetings: Wed. 6:30 pm

Call 520-8900 for pickup of donated items

CHRISTMAS 2001

We thank all of you who made it possible for us to help
the families who came to us for assistance for Christmas.
A total of 261 families were assisted, which included 134
men, 247 women and 329 children. Assistance for the
tamilies included a Christmas dinner and enough food to

teed the family for the entire time that school is out, plus
toys and clothing for the children. We distributed 31,258
pounds of food, $26,076 in clothing, $16.831 in toys and
$4,455 in bicycles

Assistance came from all of you who donated money or
toys, or who adopted children and provided clothing for

them We also

received

assistance from several

organizations and businesses, and we will list them next

\\'L‘{'k

At times it looked as though we might not have been
able 10 provide for all of the families that came to us for
help, but in the end, thanks to all of you, we were
successful. May God bless you all, and may you have a safe

and happy new year!

Possession of a controlled substance:

Cednic Johnson, 40, of Midland was
arrested by Midland County Shenft's
deputies at 2:20 p.m. Friday in the 200 block
of West Wall Street on a charge of posses-
sion of a controlled substance. No bond.

Benjamin Jones, 30, of Midland was

Obituary & Death Notice policy

There 1s no charge for death notices of residents or former res-
idents of Midland or for those who have Midland relatives. We
also publish death notices for residents of the surrounding West

Free death notices include date and place of death, service and
bunal information, funeral home handling arrangements, date and
place of birth, brief biography, survivors and memorials. A longer,
more detailed obituary is available for a charge. It may include
tnbutes, expanded biography, organizational associations, notes
of appreciation, pallbearers, honorary pallbearers and a photo.

Deadline for both free death notices and paid obituaries is 3:30
p.m. and information must be either received from or verified

aunts, Debbie Wise and Bonnie
Holt; Uncle Travis Watkins: and
numerous aunts, uncles and
cousins.

Pallbearers will be: Lester
Evans, Murray Ballard, Steve
Bailey, Gary Havner, Cody
Green and Eric Dooley.

The family requests memonials
be directed to (MADD) Mothers
Against Drunk Drivers.

Larry Don
Watkins

Larry Don Watkins passed
away December 23, 2001 in
Homer, Louisiana from injuries
he received in an automobile acci-
dent. Services will be at 10:00
a.m., Monday, December 31 at
Pipkin Chapel with Pastor Harold
Quarles officiating and Reverend
Rick Denson assisting. Bunal will
follow at Resthaven Memonal
Park. Arrangements are under the
direcuon of Pipkin Funeral Home
and Chapel.

Larry Don was bom September
6. 1958 in Rankin, Texas to
Willhhlam John and Annie Mae
Watkins. They moved to Midland
in 1968 where he was a mechan-
1c most of his life.

A loving father, brother, and
friend to anyone who needed a
helping hand. He will be truly
missed by everyone.

He 1s preceded in death by his
daughter. Leigh Ann: a son, Lar-
ry Dale: and parents William John
and Annie Mae Watkins.

He 1s survived by his son,
Michael Don: a brother, Travis
Watkins: a sister, Bonme Holt;
and numerous aunts. uncles and
cousins.

Pallbearers will be: Lester
Evans. Murray Ballard, Steve
Bailev, Gary Havner, Cody
Green and Enc Dooley.

The famuly requests memonals
be directed to Allison Cancer
Center.

arrested by Midland Police officers at
6:50 a.m. Fniday in the intersection of

Dormard Drive and Barber Drive on a

No bond.

charge of evading arrest and detention.

Criminal mischief:
Kenneth Leyerly. 20, of Midland was
arrested by Midland County Shenff's

deputies at 9:30 p.m. Fnday in the 100
block of West Industnal Avenue on a

d
-

John L. Davis

charge of cnminal mischief. No bond.

—Health News =

Dry Mouth

by John L. Davis, RPh, IACP

Dry mouth. or xerostomia. should not be
ignored as it can affect your oral health.
speech. and the taste of your food. and
can also result in bad breath and sores or
spht skin at the corners of your mouth.
Saliva helps to prevent tooth decay.
makes food easier 1o swallow. and helps

with digestion. Xerostomia is often a side effect of medications used
to treat depression, antihistamines. antidiarrheals. antihypertensives.
muscle relaxants. and drugs for unnary incontinence and Parkinson’s
disease. Other causes include cancer chemotherapy. damage to the
salivary glands from radiation treatments. injury to the nerves in the
head or neck. Sjogren’s syndrome, Alzheimer’s disease. stroke. and
smoking or chewing tobacco. If the cause of the problem can not be
changed. it may be helpful 1o suck on sugar-free hard candy or chew
sugar-free gum. Saliva substitutes are also available. but are often
inconvenient and not very effective. Your physician can also
prescribe a medication that can increase saliva production. Please

call us to discuss available options.

of Midland |

708 W. Scharbauer Dr.
682-2519
(at A & Scharbauer)
e-mail: servicedrug @ yahoo.com

Thes arscle s miended 10 provde swlormabon on health-related maners The «deas expressed cannot be used 10
agnose Of real Ndrndual health problems and should NOt De taken as Medkc: avice O MSiruchon We urge you
1o consult 3 health professconal Detore takung any achon Dased upon Me NOManon CoOManed N e 2
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DEPUTY: Buck first deputy constable

commissioned by county since 1996

(From 1B)

All told in Justice Court, there were as of mid-December 6,878
Class C misdemeanor criminal warrants, mostly traffic-relat-
ed, and hot-check warrants in the four JP precincts, according
to Justice Court records. The JPs are Joe Matlock of Precinct
1, David Cobos of Precinct 2, Michael Wallace of Precinct 3,
and George Zimmerman of Precinct 4.

While “sull a clerk,” as a deputy constable Ms. Buck will
be authorized to serve Justice Court “papers” while the con-
stables are outside of their offices in the William B. Ahders

Justice Center.

“If somebody comes in and says. ‘I don’t want to pay my
fines; | want to lay it out in jail,”” then, Hall noted, Ms. Buck
can “walk them across to the jail and put them in jail.”

Ms. Buck, who said she holds a legal-assistance (paralegal)
degree from Midland College, was District Attorney Al Schor-
re’s Victims Assistance coordinator for almost 10 year dating
to 1989. She is finishing up on a bachelor’s degree in crimi-
nology at The University of Texas of the Permian Basin.

Before Ms. Buck, the last Midland County deputy consta-
ble was in 1996 when Ron Rice was the county’s $37,000-
salaried constable. He was served by six deputies.

The mid-1990s Commissioners’ Court, under the leadership
of then-County Judge Jeff Norwood, allowed for four consta-
bles in conforming to the Texas Constitution — one for each
of the four JP precincts in Midland County. In doing so, the
court had downgraded the constable’s pay to $1,200 a year or
$100 per month per constable toward eliminating the consta-
ble posts via a constitutional amendment.

The measure didn’t happen.

However, by Texas law, the per-constable pay was raised to
$7,200 per year upon the advice of then-County Attorney Mark
Dettman and then was hiked to livatlc wages of $24,000 and

now $28.000.

In 1996, Rice vacated his post and was hired by the district
attorney s office after the constable’s duties were assumed by
the sheriff and the district attorney. His ex-deputies and for-
mer secretaries were hired either by Painter or Schorre.

“Gary Painter is as good a Christian man as they come,” said
Benny Matlock, Rice’s former chief deputy who today is a sher-

iff s lieutenant.

Since the late1990s, the constables have been working to
build up the offices of the constables, Matlock noted.

Commuissioner Randy Prude said the promotion of Ms. Buck
to deputy constable is a “win-win situation for Midland Coun-

ty.

"By empowering our constables and now this new deputy
constable (Ms. Buck) to collect back debt that people owe to
Midland County,” Prude said “people (will) understand that
yowcan't snub the law and get away with it.”

Ms. Buck “works for all of them (the constables),” Prude said.

Constable Angel Hernandez said Ms. Buck “frees up the con-
stables so we can go out and do the field work. She’s got the
authority to carry them (criminal dcfendants) to the sally port

and book them into jail.”

JP Cobos said defendants who do not resolve traffic tickets
and other charges and warrants could lose “their ability to renew

their (dniver’s) license.”

Collecting on warrants is * pretty labor-intensive,” Cobos
said. “"That's why the commissioners allowed (Hall) to hire
Rochell. It made sense. She can also provide court security and.
on occasion, there are people that need to be taken into cus-

tody.

“Ms. Buck 1s real enthusiastic,” Cobos said. “She works real
hard. She’s doing an excellent job.”

(From 1B)

23 years. “If you get there too ear-
ly, you could mess up the bull and
cost the cowboy a few points. If
you get there too late, you could
cost a cowboy his life.”

Getting that timing down only
comes from expenence. McLain
said he fought probably 1,000 bulls
before he felt like he had control
of what he was doing.

Bull fighters have to train their
brains to anticipate wrecks, the
actions of a bull and the actions of
a cowboy while paying attention
to every piece of their surround-
ings. Then they have to take that
information and process it at light
speed and translate it into how to
move their bodies so they can best
protect the bull nder. And some-
tumes protecting the nder means
offening themselves as the target
of the bull’s homs or hooves. It’s
just part of the game, and each day
brings something new.

“Every time | walk in the are-
na, I learsm something new.”
McLain said. “If you quit leaming,
you set yourself up for getting
wiped out.’,

The man

McLain used to be a bull nider.
He was asked to fight some bulls
one day, he did, and he liked it.

“lI didn’t know what | was
doing,” he said of his first bull-
fighting expenience. “| think I got
pretty lucky. There is a lot of
responsibility involved (in fight-
ing bulls). Even though I rode

bulls, I didn’t pay a lot of atten-

tion to the bull fighters. | should
have.”

Lucky or not, that first experi-
ence was, “a huge adrenaline
rush. I knew I was supposed to
keep the bull off the cowboy. I did-
n’'t know how, but | knew that was
what I was su to do,”

McLain, of Duncan, Okla., said.

1 & "New Year's Eve Family Dance j
"2 Y December 31st "

Open to General Public

Time: 9:00 p.m. to 1:00 a.m. - Cost $5.00/Person  *
*9! Featuring Live Band No Return - Picase, No Alcohol

Even after 23 years, the adren-
aline rush 1s sull there, and so 1s
the challenge. Riding bulls was a
fun challenge for McLain, but he
only competed against one bull. As
a bull fighter, he was pitted against
each bull in the pen. That challenge
has kept him sticking with it.

“It takes a lot of ume to be a
good bull fighter, and 1t takes for-
ever to be a great bull fighter,” he
said. “You have to be willing to
g0 out there and sacnfice what it
takes. The bull nders put their lives
in our hands. Bull fighting 1s not
for the weak of heart. It’s not for
the hobbyist and not for the guy
who says, ‘I want to do this to
impress the chicks.” It's a lot of
responsibility.”

The injuries

Bull fighting and injunes are a
package deal, but McLain will flat
¢t say he doesn’t like talking
about them. He has had homs run
through him, a crushed face, both
knees tom up, rods put in both legs
and pins put 1n hus hip, just to name
a few. But, he doesn’t really
think about them.

“I've got the most dangerous
opponent in the world,” he said. “|
look them in the eye every ime.
It 1s a mental and physical chal-
lenge unlike anything I've ever
done and anything | can imagine
doing. I guess the reason | don’t
like to talk about injunes is
because if you talk about it, you
think about it. If you think about
It, you are going to worry about it,
and that will affect how you fight

Just like their bull-nding coun-
terparts, bull fighters feel they are
more likely to get hurt if they are
wormed about it.

McLain will be making his first
appearance since last May at the
SandHills rodeo beginning Jan. 4
at the Ector County Coliseum. He
has been out of competition since

(From 1B)

received, said DPS spokesman
Tom Vinger. The law gives pri-
onty to small municipalities and
agencies with patrol duties, he said.

Also beginning Tuesday, the
state will begin issuing interme-
diate licenses for 16- and 17-year-
old dnvers. Before, a 16-year-old
was granted an unrestricted
license with just seven hours’
expenence behind the wheel.

Under the graduated program,
teens will continue with a permut
for six months, duning which time
they are asked to complete at least
50 hours of adult supervised dni-
ving, including at least 10 hours
at night.

Also, teen-agers will not be
allowed to dnive between 11 p.m.
and 5 a.m. unless accompanied
by an experienced, licensed dri-
ver who 1s at least 21. No more
than one passenger under age 21
will be able to nde with a teen-
age dniver for six months, except
for siblings who have received
written parental permission.

Exceptions would include dri-
ving to and from work, school-
related activities or a medical
emergency.

In 1998, the most recent year
for which data is available from
the U.S. Department of Trans-
portation, 407 Texas teens were
killed in auto wrecks. Another
40,000 were injured.

Teen-agers account for about
938.000, or 7 percent, of the
state’s total 13.4 million licensed
dnivers. Yet they are responsible
for about 20 percent of all Texas
auto accidents, according to state
statistics.

“This 1s a trend that we’ve seen
nationwide, and we've seen that
the graduated drniver's license
program has worked. It has had
a significant impact in saving
lives,” saild Anne O’Ryan,
spokeswoman for AAA Texas.

The organization helped push
the bill through the Legislature
and 1s-helping DPS educate par-
ents and teen dnvers with free
brochures.

Tuesday will be “a great day
for the children of Texas,” said
Sen. Judith Zaffirini, a Laredo
Democrat who pushed through
contentious legislation that
makes 1t easier for poor and dis-
abled children to sign up for
Medicaid.

Zatfinm said the law will not
only knock down long-standing
hurdles, but will save the state
$10 billion over the next 20 years

then due to broken legs.

The memories

This year will be McLain’s last
SandHills performance. He will be
protecting nders with Doug
Forzami and Ryan Rodnguez. but
he 1s retirng from duty after this
season.

Sure, he'll keep in the rodeo
business with his bucking and
fightung bull program. And, he said
he will probably fight some bulls
in his practice pen in order to deal
with the adrenaline withdrawals.

He enters his final season say-
ing the miles and memones have
been good to him.

One particular memory from his
carly bull-fighting days pulls a
snicker out of him.

He was at a practice pen one
aftemoon when a mother pulled up
with a carload of cowboy-hope-
fuls. She decided they were going
to be bull nders, and she decided
she would chose the bulls the boys
would nde. This was going to be
the boys’ first bull nde, by the way.

One of the bulls happened to be
one of the meanest, rankest ani-
mals in the pen. Though the stock
contractor tnied to explain that her
idea was incorrect, she thought the
bull would be easy to nde because
he didn’t have any homs.

“The bull throws him off in one
jump, and the kid lands nght in
front of the bull,” McLain recalled.
“I told ham to get up and run. I got
a hand on the bull’s head. He was
comung on hard and fast and was
hooking at me. I felt something at
my feet, and I looked down to see
what it was. Thus kid is trying to
crawl around me toward the bull
trying to get hus hat. His mom was

sitting on the fence yelling at him,
‘Don’t let him take the hat. | just
bought 1t.’

“It was a wreck. He didn’t get
hooked at all. I didn’t get hooked

much,” he said.

*
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BATCH: 16-,17-year-olds to be given intermediate licenses

(From 1B)

ments to full-time faculty mem-
bers.

HB1196: Allows a thor-
oughbred Texas mare to be bred
out of state without limitation as
long as the foal is born in Texas.
Also changes funding to Texas
Racing Commission to allow
association hosting horse races
to offer prize bonus to winning
horses bred and born in Texas.

HB1428: Specifies a uni-
form policy regarding purchas-
iIng prnior service credit in
statewide retirement systems:
allows system membership
unintentionally canceled
because of former unclear poli-
cies to be re-established.

HB1447: Expands program
offering development, job cre-
ation and investment tax cred-
its for so-called strategic invest-
ment areas, or SIA.

HB1940: Clarnifies when to
prorate tax exemptions given
because a homeowner is over
65. modifies other provisions
regarding residential homestead
exemptions.

HB1979: Creates County
Criminal Courts at Law Nos. |
and 2 of El Paso County to help
reduce the current backlog of
cases.

HB2076: Exempts travel
trailers that are not used tor
iIncome from property taxes.

HB2226: Amends ‘he tax
code to require chief appraisers
lo prepare and certify to the tax
assessor a list of those proper-
ties that are taxable but that are
not included on the appraisal roll
or list certified by the assessor.

HB2648: Requires all emer-

by decreasing the number of cost-
ly emergency room visits by
uninsured children, among oth-
er improvements.

“Truly, this is an investment
that will preclude unnecessary
higher health care costs later,”
Zatfinm said.

Another new law allows Tex-
ans to block telemarketing calls
by placing their name, address
and telephone number on a
statewide database maintained by
the Texas Public Uulity Com-
mission. The so-called no-call
service will cost $2.25 for three
years.

Louis Mastna, spokesman for

RODEO: McLain says bull fighting a big responsibility,

Through the miles. the memo-
nes impnnted in McLain’s mind
in the form of life’s lessons are
what he loves the most about his
job. In fact, he doesn’t think he
would have pulled himself back to
par after that car accident in 1992
if 1t weren't for what he has leamed
from fighting bulls.

"1 would be sitting at the house
on the couch being a whining
person,” he said. “But instead. for
me that injury was more of a nui-
sance than a handicap.”

McLain stayed in the hospital

Board Certified in Internal Medicine
OFFERING DERMATOLOGY SERVICES

Anna Rosinska, MD

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS
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gency medical technicians to be
trained to use epinephrine auto-
injector devices. Epinephrine is
used to help treat severe aller-
gIC reactions.

HB2832: Requires tax col-
lectors to notify taxpayers of an
overpayment of more than $5.

HB3140: Expands definition
of agncultural processing for
use in determining tax exemp-
tions given to businesses locat-
ed 1n areas with 50,000 or few-
er people.

HB3383: Requires commu-
nity housing development orga-
nizations to expend at least 50
percent of the money it saves
from property tax exemptions
On support services.

HB3627: Creates County
Court at Law No. 4 of Mont-
gomery County to help with
large caseload.

HB3649: Grants the Gregg
County Court at Law concurrent
junisdiction with district courts
of Texas in civil and criminal
cases, except capital murder.

SB7: Sets deadlines for
authonties to take an arrested
person before a magistrate or
released on bond and for the
appointment and compensation
of counsel to represent indigent
people accused of crime.

SB43: Simplifies enrollment
in certain medical assistance
programs, including the certifi-
cation process for medical assis-
tance provided to children.

SB63: Allows corporations to
claim a tranchise tax credit for
10 percent of the wages paid to
a disabled employee for a peri-
od of two years, and sets forth
conditions of employment.

the Direct Marketing Association.,
said telemarketers sold goods and
services worth $612 billion
nationally in 1999 — about
$38.7 billion to Texans.

About 382,000 Texans are
employed as telemarketers, Mas-
tna said.

“This 1s a real powerhouse of
the economy that’s unfortunate-
ly gotten a bad rap. and nobody
wants to talk about it,” Mastna
said.

The first no-call list will be
available to telemarketers Apnl 1.
They will have 60 days from the
date a number appears on the list
to remove 1t from their database.
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LAWS: SB393 makes electronic signatures legally enforceable

SB181: Changes the terms of
court in the 32nd Judicial Dis-
trict to three four-month terms

SB248: Allows property tax |
exemptions for motor vehicles
leased for personal use.

SB352: Permits a county to |
contract with a pnvate or pub-
lic entity, including a public uul-
ity, to collect solid waste fees.

SB372: Allows state employ-
ees enrolled in the Employee
Retirememt System to re-estab-
lish service credit that was pre-
viously canceled while working
at a different state job without
returning to the job from which
the employee withdrew service
credit. I

SB393: Permits electronic
records and electronic signatures
in electronic transactions and
electronic commerce to be
legally enforceable.

SBS07: Establishes the Texas
Residential Property Owners
Protection Act to provide guide-
lines for the operation of prop-
erty owners’ associations and to |
provide homeowners a mecha-
nism by which to redeem prop-
erty in the event of a foreclosure.

SB577: Modifies current law
o incorporate components of
the graduated dnver licensing
system.

SB650: Raises the limit on
the allowable number of regu-
lar appraisal review board mem-
bers and clanfies the authority
of auxiliary board members.

SB1272: Allows land locat-
ed 1n a county with a population |
of 35,000 or less on which a
greenhouse for growing florist
items 1s located to be given an
agricultural use designation for
property tax appraisal purposes.

Consumers may file a com-
plaint with the PUC against a
telemarketer who continues call-
ing, and the state may fine the
company $1,000 per violation.

“The last thing anyone needs
after a long day of work is to
come home to a ringing phone
caused by unsolicited telemar-
keting phone calls.” said Rep.
Roberto Gutierrez, a Democrat
from McAllen who cosponsored
the bill with Rep. Burn
Solomons, R-Carrollton. “Con-
sumers will now have an option
in keeping their phone lines
closed to those pesky telemar-
keters.”

not for ‘the weak of heart’

for a month and was 1n a body cast
for two months following the acci-
dent. He said that through his heal-
ing process, he never had any
doubt that he would go back into
the arena and succeed.

“If this job had not prepared me.
| would probably be walking
around on a cane or sitting in a
wheel chair and saying. ‘I can’t, |
can t ., he said.

Being a bull fighter presents a
unique spy glass through which
McLain views life. He will be 40
next month, his body tells him he

)
v »

N

1

1S 60. and his mind tells him he is
25. he said._

"l need to test myself on a dai-
ly basis in inner strength.” he said.
“If I can deal with (bull fighting)
and survive it. | can survive any- -
thing. Bull fighting doesn’t make
you super human. Just when vou
think you've got the world by the
butt. the bulls will humble vou
Those bulls let the hero juice out
of you. It doesn’t do anvthing for
you except to have the confidence
in you for any situation that ans-
es.
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If you re thinking that the stars
look brighter in the winter than
the summer, you know that dry,
cold air 1s more transparent than
hot and haze, humidity. And the
stars of the winter sky are real-

bigger and bnghter. In Janu-
ary, earth faces a region of the
sky rich 1n many gorgeous con-
stellations, seven of which make
up the winter circle. This 1s when
Onon has domimion with 1ts
tamihiar three Belt stars. the
awesome Orion Nebula in his
sword, huge. orangish Betel-
geuse 1n one shoulder, and blue-
white Rigel in his opposite leg.
Orion 1s everybody s favonte
because he 1s so easy to locate.

At midnight on New Year's
Eve. Jupiter brings in 2002 at #s
biggest and brightest, as 1t stands
directly opposite the Sun. Start-
ing low on the western honzon
vou 1l find elusive Mercury, then
Mars, Jupiter. and Saturn are
arrayed along the echiptic stretch-
ing eastward. If vou're looking
for Venus. that planet 1s in supe-

“er around mdnight.

by Gene & Connie Hardy

rnor conjunction on Jan. 14, so 1t
1s not visible all month

The best evening to view Mer-
cury 1s on the | 1th. On the 14th
Mercury will be seen above a
crescent moon, and the follow-
ing night, the moon will be above
Mercury. Then it will begin ret-
rograde motion and head on out
of view below the western hori-
zon within a few days.

Mars will be the reddish spot
halfway up to the zemth from the
south. While Jupiter 1s visible
from early evening in the eusl,
it's best to waint ull it climbs high-
Why?
Objects lower in the sky are dim-
mer with less detail caused by
looking through thicker atmos-
phere than when higher up.
Even with good binoculars,
Jupiter's bands are distinct, and
with 1ts less-than-10 hour rota-
tion, we get to see all sides of 1ts
surface over an evening’'s view-
ing. The Jovian mbons also pro-
vide some entertaining variations
of location. Saturn 1S most

ADVENTURES IN TEACHING

Editors's note: This is the second
part of a two-part column.

By R. Eric Setzler

After the manhole cover was
removed. the whole mass of hor-
ribles started spilling up and out
of the hole Chase
Kass panicked and
dropped 1t back over
the hole It it
crookedly and wob-
bled when stepped on.
We gave him gnet
about 11 being danger-
ous. but Kass didnt
care. We got back to
W Oork r-.::rluml} clear-
ing weeds around a
battery ot o1l storage
tanks. It doesnt take
cool mornings long to
become broilers n
West Texas. Today was no
exception. Around lunchtime,
we took a4 break and unpacCked
the massive lunches from our ice
chests. We worked hard. ate
well. and rested tor a while.
When 1t was time to go back to
work. Chase Kass was eager to
have another try at those elusive
collard | ards It was a delay
tactic to prevent us going back
to work. The hot weather made
it ditficult to tind any animals
out. including hzards. However.
we finally found a big male col-
lard hzard. indeed a veteran ot
many chases. He was older.
slower and wiser. For the pur-
poses of this narrative. | will call
him Tyrannosaurus Tex It
seems appropriate to name him
after a dinosaur. which 1s shon
for "temble hizard™ anv wav. The

mywesttexas
Yellow
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you wantto go.

Setzler the

exciting action sequence went
something like this:

) Chase Kass chased Tyran-
nosaurus Tex the collard hzard.

2) T. Tex was caught,

3) Kass was bit on the hand
right on the flap of skin between
his index finger and
his thumb.

3) He velled with
»ain and tried to pull
or shake the vampire
1zard off,

4) Tex wouldn't let
go (and later com-
mented that 1t was the
best meal he'd had 1n
weeks),

5) Chase panics and
starts to run headed for
manhole cover

over the Bottomless

Pit of Death. Instead
of looking like Indiana Jones, he
looked hike Cowardly Chase.

6) Collard hzard enjoys the run
because of the nice breeze and
good view from being waved
from above the panicked man's
head.

7) Kass steps on the heavy.
cast iron, manhole cover, which
twisted. rotated and turned where
the edge pointed straight up. This
allows enough of a gap on each
side where he falls feet first into
the creepy crawly hole up to his
armpits. This wedges him in so
tightly that he cannot get out.

8) The lizard 1s sull enjoying
a great view because the trapped
man's right arm 1s stull held high
above his head. The left arm 1s
pinned to his side by the upped
up manhole cover.

9) Chase Kass starts to laugh
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impressive right now with its
nngs angled wide open. The
Cassimi Division 1s easily seen
through a telescope.

The occurrence of the new
moon will be on Jan. 13 at 9:29
a.m. so that evening we may see
only the ghostly glimmer of a
sliver of the moon. This month’s
other names are: “Month After
Yule,” or the "Old Moon.”

In October we mentioned the
arrival of the Mars Odyssey at
the red planet. Since then it has
been orbiting and “aerobrak-
ing’" as it approaches ever clos-
er to Mars’ surface. Sometime
near mid-January, the space-
craft will settle down into a 250
mile high, two-hour orbit around
that planet. Then 1t begins over
900 days of science mapping,
and looking for water to a depth
of about a meter below the Mar-
tian surface. In 2003-4, it will
begin relaying data from Mars
landers which will armive in that
period of time. /.

On Jan. 17 the space shuttle

Mother Nature delights in teaching

Vidal Taft and I laugh at him
because we are thinking what a
stupid thing to do. We try to get
him out of the hole, but no go.
He 1s in too tight. We try pulling
at him from different angles
without success.

10) Chase's laughter changes
to shouts of concern as he tries
to identify a tickling he had been
feeling underneath his clothes.

| 1) Kass shouts become man-
ly vells and then womanly, high-
pitched screams when he realizes
that the “tickly sensation™ 1s 1n
reality something very. very
bad.

It 1s the black horde of insects
being led by a Genghis Khan-like
centipede moving into their
"‘new digs” — his clothes. I can-
not say | blame the cntters. They
had paid their dues after being
incarcerated in a dark dungeon
with little to do except lunge
once a year at a pipeline employ-
ee whenever the valves were
checked. There was not much
room or food on the sides of the
hole. Real estate was at a pre-
mium. And you know how kids
are today: they don't want to live
at home forever. Now all the
bugs® problems are solved.
Chase Kass™ body represented an
escape route, a new home and a
free meal. 1 can hear them now
expressing their feelings of joy
through song and laughter. Let
us try to recapture this special
moment:

Genghis Khan the Centipede
singing a catchy hittle song tune
with the same tune as ‘Over the
River, Through the Woods ™ ..

Follow me bovs,
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Columbia will be launched. Its
STS-109 mission is to service the
Hubble Space Telescope (its
fourth maintenance visit). Five
spacewalks are planned to ipstall
the Advanced Camera for Sur-
veys (ACS), a new pair of more
efficient solar panels, and a new
power control unit. The crew of
seven will also repair HST's
insulation, install a new cooler
for Hubble's near-infrared cam-
era, and reboost the space obser-
vatory into a higher orbit.

First question of the year:
“How did we gather information
about stars”” Answer: When we
stand under a sky full of stars, we
see and begin to understand
them through the benefit of cen-
turies of detective work that
unr..vels the Cosmic mystenes.
The sky seems to be telling us to
pay attention and find our place
in the Universe. It wasn't too long
ago we earthlings thought we
were the center of it all, that when
we say the sun, moon, and stars
“parade” across the sky, we were
witnessing the universe revolve
around us. The work of bold and
observant scientists has shown us
how mustaken that notion was.
The Apollo 8 astronauts saw the
truth of this 250 years later as
they circled the moon.

Two hard facts about the sky
are: 1) changes in it happen slow-
ly, and 2) we cannot cause it to
change. We cannot speed up the
rotation of earth, or the motion
of the planets through the con-
stellations; we cannot cause an
eclipse or change the seasons.

Up the leg,
To Grandpa Khan's new house
we'll go.

Or Alexander the Great Scor-
pion crooning to the tune of ‘You
Take the High Road’...

You take the left leg,

and I'll take the right leg,

and we'll meet together

at the fork in road

in bonnv Zipperland.

Or Napoleon Bonepartbug
singing...

Oh, when the stink bugs,

Come marching in,

Oh, when the stink bugs come
marching in,

Oh Bug, I want to be in that
number,

When the stinkbugs come
marching in.

Or maybe a bunch of bugs just
chanting "Yeo-ee-oh, Yeoo-oh”
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Space is enormous, distant, and
filled with mysterious things.
How do we find our way around
in all that space? Basically, by
utilizing the constellations and by
the two-coordinate methods. We
will cover the coordinate ineth-
ods next month.

Humans developed the skill to
find patterns in nature. Our brains
invent patterns to | order in
place of disorder. 3£ earth we
divide our land masses into coun-
tnes; this helps greatly to locate
vanous regions of the globe. Cer-
tain areas of the sky are known
as constellations, figures of
objects or “cntters’” established as
far back as the caveman, origins
of which are lost in the mist of
antiquity. Today there are eighty-
eight officially named constella-
tions. Knowing the location of
each enables us to star-hop with-
in each constellation to locate
other fascinating' deep sky
objects. Few constellations
resemble their namesake, so go
ahead and personalize some of
your own pictures in the sky.

Our ancient ancestors were a
superstitious folk and they paid
great heed to timely events in the
sky corresponding to events on
earth. They saw the seasons as
cyclic battles between the lion
and the bull. In midwinter they
saw Leo the Lion high in the
morning sky as Taurus the Bull
lay dying in the western sky.
These astrologers (not to be
confused with Astronomers)
charted the stars trying to figure
out what was in the future, with

like the enslaved Winkies 1n the
book, The Wizard of Oz. | mean
they probably do not have the
extensive vocabulary or intelli-
gence that they show in those
Disney movies. However, as a
science teacher, I feel like 1 have
to keep my mind open to new
ways of looking at things.

| ned a rope around Chase
Kass while Vidal Taft attached
it to the bumper of the compa-
ny pick up. When I popped the
clutch, 1t popped C.K. out like
a cork out of a champagne bot-
tle. Taft and | stripped his
clothes off and discovered that
he was covered with black
insects from his armpits on
down. We scraped most of the
bugs off his pale body using
thorny branches torn off a
mesquite tree. We pulled off
what remained, including
stingers. Chase was covered
with a multitude of reddish

great importance placed on
omens. Today few superstitious
folk remain; most of us see the
consjellations for what they are
— maps in the sky.

For more information all about
the Life of the Stars (in the sky.)
you may want to join us for a Fri-
day evening Planetarium
SkyShow at 8 p.m. beginning
Jan. 4. Discover surprising facts
about stars and our most valuable
star, the sun. What is it? How was
it formed? What does the future
hold for it and for us? Once a
month it will be on the 18th if the
weather cooperates. Telescopes
will be provided by members of
the West Texas Astronomers.

The West Texas Astronomers
would also like to invite the pub-
lic to their monthly meeting on
Jan. 14. Tom Rodman of Odessa
will be the speaker for the pro-
gram beginning at 7:30. He will
elaborate on events past and pre-
sent surrounding the Odessa
Meteor Crater located south-
west of Odessa. The formation of
that crater was a fascinating
occurrence. For many years the
area had been declining in main-
tenance and appearance. Now a
refurbished setting and a new vis-
itor center is almost complete.
The program i1s free and this is
an occasion to learn more about
the many exciting things hap-
pening at the crater site. Could
it have been a rock from Mars —
part of a comet? Join us here at
the Planetarium and find out.
Start the New Year looking up to
the stars.

lessons in humility when provoked

blotches, stings, bite marks,
tracks and purplish blue bruises.
He staggered over and laid
down in some shade where he
rested the rest of the afternoon.
Kass survived and recovered ful-
ly after about a week. I guess the
appropnate thing to do under the
circumstances would have been
to immediately take him to the
doctor. However, we had a job
to do and had to work hard to
make up for lost time and a 33
percent reduction in our work
force. There was another reason
we did not get him humane med-
ical care in a timely fashion.

Chase Kass deserved every-
thing he got. He was one mean,
sick person who had tangled with
an even meaner, tougher old lady
— Mother Nature.

Eric Setzler is science depart-
ment liaison at Abell Junior

High.
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