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The ‘other two’ MHS starters

There is no escaping the Big Three of Tatum, Christian
and Johnston. They are the engine that drives this club.

But there are the “Other Two” — seniors Brent Winter and
Jesse Nicholson. “Either one of them would be stars on
just about any team in our district,” MHS basketball coach
Jack Stephenson said./1C
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Lewinsky speaks

WASHINGTON — Discintm
an abortion and thoughts of sui
- -©ide, Monica Lewinsky gave the
worid an unabashed account of
her life Wednesday and
unieashed her long-pent-up
loathing for Kenneth Starr's inves-
tigation. And she said she now
regards President Clinton “to be a
much bigger liar than | ever

thought.”
Story page 8B

Oil bill passes

AUSTIN — The House Ways
and Means Committee on
Wednesday night approved a $45
million temporary tax break for
struggling oil producers, voting
down a competing proposal to
modify and extend the exemption
for two years. The panel sent the
bill to the full House, where a
close vote was expected, said
committee chairman Rep. Rene
Oliveira, D-Brownsville.

Story page 3B

Springfield dies

LONDON — Singer Dusty
Springfield, whose husky-voiced
white soul could simultaneously
“chill the spine and warm the
heart,” has died after a long battle
with breast cancer. She was 59.
Springfield, who recorded such
1960s hits as “Son of a Preacher
Man" and “Wishin’ and Hopin',”
died Tuesday night at her home in
Henley-on-Thames, west of Lon-
don.
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Retail softens local economic blows

Br Mella McEwen _
Staff Writer

As energy prices have slumped, shrinking the
city’s tax base and prompting oil-company layoffs,
Midland's retail industry has served as a buffer for
the local economy.

“Retail has been strong in keeping our economy
stable with low oil prices,” said Dennis Clayton,
director of economic development for the Midland
Chamber of Commerce. He said that in February the
city received more in sales tax rebates than the pre-
vious year for sales made in December, breaking a
four-month decline in sales tax rebates. “It's a form
of economic diversification.”

Clayton observed that Mayor Bobby Burns and
members of the City Council have tried to develop
Midland as a regional retail center, encouraging
retail development along Loop 250.

“For the last four or five years we've been work-
ing hard on capitalizing on the idea of Midland as a
regional center and retail i1s a key part of that,”
Burns said. “It's extremely important to Midland

Junior League

anniversary with
gifts to others

By Gary Shanks
Staff Writer

For the golden anniversary of the
organization, members of the Junior
League of Midland decided to cap 50
vears of service by giving gold to oth-
ers.

After extensive review, four com-
munity service projects were selected
for funding by the Junior League as
part of this anniversary year's gifts to
the people of Midland, league officials
said at a Wednesday celebration.

“We 're celebrating by giving a total
of $125,000 divided into four gifts,” said
Vicki Jay, Junior League of Midland
president.

“We decided the best thing to do was
to ask the community what their needs
were,” Mrs. Jay said.

The Junior League has a long histo-
ry of giving to the Midland communi-
ty, but its 200 active members and 400
additional dues-paying members have
been working extra hard in the last few
years to make this $125,000 gift.

The four recipients include:

B Cityscape construction at the Fred-
da Turner Durham Children’s Museum
for a cost of $60,000.

The cityscape is an interactive learn-
ing environment built on the concept of

and to the region. I grew up around Midland and 1
always looked forward to opportunities to go to the
big city. There are a lot of people in Lamesa, Big
Spring, Andrews and Monahans, who look to us for
opportunities.”

Retail, according to Don Lewis, manager of the
JCPenney’s store at Midland Park Mall, is also a
cornerstone of the nation's economy.

“Without retailing to bring a broad assortment of
goods to consumers, where would you be?” asked
Lewis, who has been with Penney’s 36 years and at
the Midland store two years. “Without retailers,
yvou'd be down to 1900 when you ordered something
from a catalog and waited for the mule train to car-
ryitin.

Both Burns and Clayton agree that the maill has
been cornerstone of the city’s growth as a regional
retail center and of the retail growth along Loop 250.

“Anytime people come into the city, one of the first
places they go is the mall,” Burns said. “People go
there to buy tennis shoes, to eat, to walk, to see peo-

Please see MALL/4A
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Junior League member Anna Beth Farr looks at photographs of past Junior League

| Please see GIFTS/4A members exhibited at the organization’'s headquarters on Dengar Avenue.
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City to fill 6
jobs despite
hiring freeze

B! Rick Lopez
Staff Writer

City managers have approved filling
six job openings, though the city has been
on a hiring freeze since January.

The city 18 seeking te employ a full-
time lab technician, heavy duty equip-
ment mechanic, municipal court
cashier, police records clerk, animal con-
trol officer, and half-time kennel work-
er.

Combined salaries for these positions
I1s at least $115,000, according to infor-
mation posted on the city’s job bulletin.

These openings were approved within
the last month, when the city planned and
executed a hining freeze In response to
low oil prices, City Manager Mike
McGregor said. They were approved
between Feb. 10 and Feb. 25, officials
said

‘One of lhree administrators in the city
manager’s office must approve all jub
openings that arise during the freeze,
McGregor said. They also interview the
candidates, no matter what job they're
seeking, he said.

The freeze could remove up to 30 non-
critical positions over the next year and
offset anticipated revenue losses, he
said. It does not include public safety
positions, like firefighters and police.

But that doesn't mean the city is pro-
hibited from filling jobs again, Person-
nel Director David Hunter explained.

“It's not a freeze. It's a policy of
reviewing all jobs,” Hunter said.

With the unavoidable staff shuffles pro-
voked by retirements, deaths and pro-
motions. it's only natural to fill posts sev-

Please see FREEZE/4A

Horice . Cark E"r Odessa man killed in |-20 wreck

two-vehicle
accident on |-20
Wednesday. Clark
was transported to
Memorial Hospital
and Medical Cen-
ter, where he later
died. The other
driver, Odos A.
Capp I, 31, was
treated for minor
injuries.

Tim Fischer
Reporter-Telegram

By Richard Acosta

Staff Writer

An Odessa man died Wednesday from
injuries he received in a two-vehicle acci-
dent on the north Interstate Highway 20
service road near the 128 mile marker,

between Midland and Odessa.

Horrice R. Clark, 76, of Odessa was
westbound in a sport utility vehicle on the

north I-20 service road.

Midlander Odos A. Capp 111, 31, was
eastbound on the service road in a pick-

up.

Fannin Elementary unveils updated
buildings; Bowie to host ceremony

B! Daniel A:E Fannin Terrace Baptist Church across the street,

Staff Writer
Freshly renovated and bedecked in purple,

but they moved back into the new building in Jan-
uary.
The finishing touches — installation of base-

green and white balloons, Fannin Elementary cel- po,r4s and blackboards — were still being done

ebrated its unveiling at a ceremony Wednesday.

ing today.

: Y. in the weeks leading up to Wednesday’s ceremo-
Bowie Elementary will similarly host an unveil- ny. gup y

A throng of students, parents, teachers and staff

Both schools have had the open walkway areas packed into the Fannin gymnasium to hear reflec-

completely enclosed, and old surfaces have been tions on what a si

removed from load- b-eanng walls. Plumbing,

have also been modernized. The result is that only
the main structural components of the old build-
l.nia remain intact in the vlrtuallinew buildings.

t Fannin, construction was phased in so that

Students tﬁd not have to attend school at another

fifth-graders went to class at
j.

eampui Some

as the theme of the event: “Children ..
heating, ventilation and air conditioning systems _ our present — our future.” ¢

Superintendent Joseph P. Baressi Jr. and the

board of trustees of Midland Independent School
District were in attendance.

“This school has a very special place in my

behind the podium advertised
. our past

Ple#fse sef SCHOOLS/4A

Department of Public Safety officials
said Clark’'s vehicle crossed over the cen-
ter lane of the two-lane road in front of
Capp’s pickup.

The pickup struck Clark’s vehicle on
the passenger side, pushing it 50 feet off
the road and into the ditch between 1-20
and the service road.

The pickup came to rest upside down
in the ditch, near the area where it ini-
tially hit Clark’s vehicle, according to
reports.

Please see WRECK/4A
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Singer Dusty Springfield dies after battle with breast cancer

LONDON (AP) — Smier Dusty

Springfield, whose h voiced
w soul could simultaneuusly
“chill 'the spine and warm the
heart,”’ has died after a long bat-
tle with breast cancer. She was 59.

Springfield, who recorded such
1960s hits as ‘“Son of a Preacher
Man’’ and ‘“Wishin’ and Hopin’,"”
died Tuesday night at her home in
Henley-on-Thames, west of Lon-
don.

Mike Gill, who worked with the
singer for nearly 32 years and is
compiling a four-CD tribute for
release later this year, called hers
‘‘an intimate voice with wonderful
pathos.”’

The box set was put together
“with Dusty’s full knowledge and
her blessing when she knew she
was dying. She said, ‘Tell Mike to
get things organized. I want to go
out with a bit of style,” '’ he said.

Singer Elton John, on tour in the
United States, called Springfield
‘‘as good a singer as Aretha
Franklin in her own way, and
completely timeless.”’

The Encyclopedia of Popular
Music paid tribute to her inviting
voice, saying she could “chill the
spine and warm the heart.’

Springfield’s fmest album is con-
sidered 1969’'s ‘‘Dusty in Mem-
phis,”” which she made in Ten-
nessee.

Though she started out in several
groups, her first solo success came
in 1964 with the jaunty “‘I Only
Want To Be With You.’’ Other hits
included ‘I Just Don’t Know What
To Do With Myself'’ and ““You
Don't Have to Say You Love Me."

In 1988, she returned to the
charts by teaming up with the Pet
Shop Boys duo for the pop single
“What Have | Done to Deserve
This?”

Her resurgence was capped this
decade with the inclusion of ‘‘The
Son of a Preacher Man’' on the
“Pulp Fiction'’ soundtrack, which
introduced her to a whole new
audience.

Springfield’s breast cancer was
diagnosed in 1994 shortly after she
recorded her most recent album,
“A Very Fine Love."

She underwent extensive
chemotherapy until 1995, when
she was diagnosed as being clear
of the disease. But the cancer
returned the following year.

After the first diagnosis, she

Packard Bell

told The Mail on Sunday in Janu-
ary, ‘'l shed about three tears in
the hallway and then said, 'Let’s
have lunch.””

““It was only when I came home
one night and saw my cat lying
asleep that I thought, "Who's going
to look after you?’ It was as if
somebody had run a train through
me. | wept and wept and wept
because then I realized: It is you.
It’s you. Yes, it might kill you.”

Dusty Springfield was born
Mary Isabel Catherine Bernadette
O’'Brien in north London on April
16, 1939.

She became known for her glitzy
gowns, peroxide-blonde beehive
hairdo and dark, smudgy eye
make-up, an effect achieved by
leaving on the same caked-on mas-
cara for three weeks at a time. But
she once said she never shook off
the feeling of being an ‘‘awful fat,

ugly middle-class kid. "
She told The Mail on Sunday that

her personal and musical
epiphany came at the age of 16
when she looked at her reflection
in the mirror and said: ‘‘Be mis-
erable or become someone else.”

And she did.

Professing herself ‘‘bored with
Britain,”” Springfield moved to
Los Angeles in 1972, where she
lived for 15 years, embarking on

drinking and drug binges and suf-
fering from depression. She later

disclosed she had attempted sul- .

cide in California.

Springfield’s death came 11 days
before she was to be inducted into
the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame at
a ceremony in New York, along
with Paul McCartney and Bruce
Springsteen.

Correction

The prices appeared wrong in yesterday's ad for our
misses Napa Studio linen looks.
The correct prices are as follows:
Short-sleeved or long-sleeved jacket, $62.

Skirt or pants, $38.

We regret this error and are sorry for any
Inconvenience it may have caused you.
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KAMPALA, Uganda (AP) —

WWgandan troops will hunt down

ose responsible for killing two
Americans and six other foreign
tourists, Uganda’'s president
.promined Wednesday, acknowl-
«dging that park rangers failed to
‘alert soldiers to a possible attack
by Rwandan rebels,
¢ "“lf wedon’t catch them (alive),
we shall kill them,” President
Yoweri Museveni said as he apol-
‘ogized to the ictims’ families.
. Ugandan and Rwandan soldiers
‘set out on foot patrols Wednesday
in a joint manhunt for the rebels,
who used machetes to kill two
‘Americans, four Britons and two

ew Zealanders. FBI and other

U.S. and British officials also
tiomed the investigation.

The two dead Americans were
aentmed as Rob Haubner, 48,
and his wife, Susan Miller, 42.
Haubner’s company, Intel Corp.,
said they were on their third trip
to Africa. The family issued a
statement saying: ‘‘We are
shocked by this news and we are
trying to cope with this devastat-
m%situation as best we can.”’

he Americans were among
more than a dozen foreigners the
rebels kidnapped late Sunday in
their fight to undermine Rwanda’s
Tutsi-led government.

The Hutu fighters fled Rwanda
in 1994 after killing more than
500,000 minority Tutsis and politi-
cally moderate Hutus in a gov-
ernment-orchestrated genocide.
They have been carrying out
cross-border raids from bases in
eastern Congo, often ambushing
vehicles and kidnapping or killing
passengers.

The rebels are angry at the
United States, Britain and Uganda
for providing aid to the new Tutsi-
led government in Rwanda. In
notes left on the tourists’ bodies,
the rebels said: ‘‘Americans and
British, we don’t want you on our
land. You support our enemy.”’

A Ugandan commander said
soldiers tracked the rebels to a
base in Congo’s Virunga National
Park on Tuesday, killing some of
them before they scattered.

The tourists were abducted at
campgrounds on the edge of Bwin-
di National Park, the starting
point for visitors hoping to glimpse
the 320 mountain gorillas that
remain along the border moun-
tain’s slopes.

Museveni said rangers should
have known an attack was possi-
ble. There were unconfirmed
reports of a separate raid on a
nearby village hours before the
attack on the tourists.

“The park authorities should
have foreseen this problem and

. asked for support,”’ he said. ““We
’* therefore regret this mistake.”

Asked if officials responsible
for the slaughter would be pun-
ished, Museveni said: ‘“The game
warden is already dead. That's the
one who was directly responsible.”’

Mexican prison
. shootout leaves
1 dead, 5 injured

MEXICO CITY (AP) — An
inmate opened fire Wednesday on
fellow prisoners at a penitentiary
in the northern state of Sinaloa,
killing one 33-year-old inmate and
inuring five others.

The shooting apparently
occured as part of a dispute among
inmates at the facility in the state
capital of Culiacan, 640 miles (1025
kms) northwest of Mexico City,
local media reported.

It was unclear how the inmate
obtained the gun, but the Televi-
sion Azteca network cited the inci-
dent as ‘‘one more proof that guns
freely circulate in Mexican pris-
ons.”’

The injured prisoners were tak-
en to a local hospital for treatment,
where one was reported in serious
condition.
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gandan president promises
rebels will be hunted down

Warden Paul Wagaba was
among several Ugandans killed in
the initial camp raids late Sunday.

The Express newspaper of Lon-
don also reported Wednesday that
the rebels sent letters to Ugandan
officials"two weeks ago warning
that Britons and Americans would
be targeted, but the threats were
not passed on to British tour oper-
ators or diplomats.

Museveni also welcomed outside
help in tracking down the killers,
who are hiding in a jungle so dense
it’s called the Impenetrable For-
est.

White House spokesman David
Leavy said the FBI and Justice
Department had investigative
teams in Uganda trying to find the
killers. He said the United States
did not receive ‘‘a specific warning
or specific threat assessment’’ on
this matter.

“We're going to be working with
the Ugandan government, with
the government of Congo,’’ Leavy
said. ““We will work tirelessly to
bring those who perpetrated this
crime to justice.”’

Prime Minister Tony Blair told
the House of Commons that
Britain would ‘‘do all in our pow-
er’’ to find the killers.

Several of the tourists’ bodies
were flown out of Uganda on
Wednesday, but no details on their
destinations were available.

Danja Walthers, 23, a flight
attendant from Switzerland who
narrowly missed being aboard the
doomed Swissair jet that crashed
last year in Halifax, Nova Scotia,
was one of six survivors. Uganda
was supposed to be her vacation to
recover from having lost friends
aboard the jumbo jet.

She told journalists in Kampala
on Wednesday that the rebels told
her and the other hostages to take
off their shoes and forced them to
walk through the jungle barefoot.

“I was thinking I was going to be
killed and I was thinking, I'd
rather die with my l‘n’end,” she
said, breaking into sobs. ‘I never
believed people could kill people.
I was thinking this was a movie .

I was only praying I would get out
of the situation.”

The parents of one of the four
British victims, Mark Lindgren,
23, said he graduated from uni-
versity last year and was two
weeks intu a three-month tour of
Africa. ‘“‘Mark was kmdhearted
generous, bright and loved life,’
said his father, John Lindgren.

Britain’s Foreign Office identi-
fied the other British victims as
Steven Roberts, Martin Friend
and Joanne Cotton.

Two New Zealanders among the
dead were identified as Rhonda
Avis, 27, and Michelle Strathern,
26. Mrs. Avis’ husband, Mark,
escaped the attack, the New
Zealand Ministry of Foreign
Affairs said.

The Rwandan rebels have
abducted tourists before, but on the
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WORLD

U.S., China resume negotiations
on China’s effort to enter WTO

Runkungiri

10 miles |
Py
10 km

other side of the border in Congo.
Two Swedish tourists and a New
Zealander have been missing
since August.

Hussein Kivumbi, who manages
one of the raided camps, was
packing up Wednesday. ‘‘There
will be no tourists coming for time
beigg, so we're closing down,’’ he
said.
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BEIJING (AP) — Top U.S. and
Chinese trade negotiators met
Wednesday to try to spur China’s
fitful, 13-year-long effort to join the
World Trade Organization.

U.S. Trade Representative
Charlene Barshefsky held a more
than hourlong meeting with Chi-
nese Foreign Trade Minister Shi
Guangsheng Wednesday after-
noon, and their aides continued dis-
cussions late into the night, a U.S.
trade official said.

The negotiators went over many
of the same demands Washington
has raised iIn previous rounds —
lower tariffs and better access to
agriculture, telecommunications,
financial services and insurance
markets, said the U.S. official who
spoke on condition of anonymity.

A scheduled trip to Washington
next month by Chinese Premier
Zhu Rong)i, a pragmatic econom-
ic reformer, has given both sides

*----_‘----—---i------—----

Free Water
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Investor Alert

Wrap account fees, Managed aecount fees, fee based portfolios mpt.
Fees....Fees....l” more Fees!!!!....They're great for brokers!

They may not be good for you.

Free Consultation
*Regstered Representative offenng securities through SunAmenca Securibes, inc. Member NASD SIPC

new political impetus to reach an
agreement.

Before beginning her meetings,
Barshefsky sought to dampen
speculation she would present a
new, compromise package to get
Bemng into the WTO.

“I’'m not here to bring proposals.
I'm here to listen to what the Chi-
nese have to say,”’ Barshefsky
said as she left her hotel to prepare
for talks later Wednesday with Chi-
na’'s foreign trade minister, Shi
(Guangsheng.

Barshefsky and her aides were
scheduled to hold more negotia-
tions today.

Joining the WTO, the body that
sets trade rules, would give China
low-tariff access to export markets
and shield it from unilateral trade
sanctions.

China wants to be admitted as a
developing country under condi-
tions that would allow it to retain
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some trade barriers to protect its
industries.

China is worried that opening its
markets more could undermine
key industries and throw even
more people out of work when
debt-ridden state factories already
are laying off millions of workers.

China began 13 years ago trying
to gain entrance to the predecessor
of the World Trade Organization.
The United States and other WTO
members have urged Beijing to
move faster in cutting tariffs and
opening markets to more foreign
competition.

The growing U.S. trade deficit
with China reached nearly $57 bil-
lion last year, second only to the
gap with Japan. Opening markets
further could help boost China’s
imports of foreign products, U.S.
officials contend.

Seoft Spots, Hush Puppies, Easy Street, Anditions & meore!

sizes in stock 5-11
width S-N-M & Wide
(Not all sizes in all styles)

For Easy
Selection

Get Fit Today!'

Our exclusive, affordable program will help you lose
weight and get in shape. with safe and proven results.

A Range of prescription medications.
A Maintenance Program for lasting results.
Options that work with or without medication.

Saturday Appointments.
Ask about our Buddy Plan.

(915) 682-5433
1l | WEIGH OF LIFE® CLINIC

3107 N. Big Spring, Midiand

PHYSICIAN MANAGED WEIGHT REDL CTION CLINK

*G.R. Albertson, DO

* DW. Davison, MD

G. Lang, MD
*Certified by the American Board of Bariatric Medicine

NEW IN MEN’'S ATHLETICS!
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Get ready to work out with
Adidas' Choose from a wide
selection including assorted
embroidered- and screen-logo
tees, jersey shorts, 3-stripe
nylon pants and embroidered-
logo polos! All available in
assorted colors. The Adidas
collection, 15.00-32.00.

Dillard’s welcomes your Dillard’s charge, Visa, MasterCard, American Express, Discover or Diners Club card.

SHOP MONDAY- SATURDAY I0AM.. TO9P.M; SUNDAY NOON TO 6P.M. « Midland Park Mall 697-7911
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Midland forecast

3-day forecast

- al / /
Today Friday Saturday
Partly cloudy Partly cloudy Partly cloudy
High 80 High 78 High 76
Low 45 Low 46 Low 44

Today’s forecast calls for partly cloudy skies and breezy with a high
near 80 and gusty southwest to west winds at 15-25 mph.

Tonight's forecast calls for fair skies with a low in the mid-40s.

Friday's forecast calls for partly cloudy skies with a high in the upper
10s.

After an overnight lew of 32, Wednesday's high reached 66, compared
to the record high for that date of 89 set in 1974. The record low of 15
was set in 1971.

Yntorda‘x’s precipitation Yesterday's temperatures
Rainfall Wednesday .. .0.00 in. High ... ............. 66
Rainfall Tuesday ... .. .0.001n. LW cing wiviis = sunmvs & anmon 32
Total for month . .. ... .0.001n. Normal high ......... 67
Total foryear ........ 0.33 in. Normallow ..........36
Normal total yr to date .1.04 1n.
Pollen count
Trees: Moderate Wms: A&fem
- - Grass: Absent olds: Low
Sunrise ... 7 12a.m ;
Sunset ... 6:49p.m Dust: Moderate

Courtesy: John D. Bray, MD.

National forecast

The AccuWeather® forecast for noon, Thursday, Mar. 4.

Bands separate high temperature zones for the day
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ple.”

The 19-year-old shopping center
is undergoing some changes as its
owner-developer, Simon Property
Group, launches a national brand-
ing campaign to publicize the
Simon name.

Shoppers entering Midland
Park Mall will notice new signage
and other changes emphasizing
the Simon name, though the name
of the mall will not change. Shop-
pers will also notice that the
Community Booth is now the
MallPerks Marketplace, signing
customers up for the MallPerks
shopping incentive program and
the VIP Visa credit card.

“We are upgrading our signage
at all our malls to include the
Simon name and provide consis-
tency,” said Tracy Coulson,
regional marketing director for
Indianapolis-based Simon. “We're

At least two killed in storms in Northwest, South

The Associlated Press

Powerful winds and large waves whipped the
Pacific Northwest coast on Wednesday, knock-
Ing out power to tens of thousands and inter-
rupting ferry service across Washington

state’s Puget Sound.

In the South, tornadoes and strong storms

tore across several states.

A 36-year-old man was killed in Washington
when a tree fell on the car he was driving. In
Alabama, a 23-year-old man was killed when
a tree slammed into his trailer home in Mil-

brook.

“*All of a sudden you just heard a big boom, "
said Stephanie Clecker, 17, who lives nearby the
trailer home. ‘‘Glass started flying every-

where.”’

Washington Gov. Gary Locke declared a
state of emergency in five counties in the west-

ern part of the state.
At the

ed off the coast.

More than 200,000 people were without elec-
tricity early Wednesday as falling tree limbs
felled power lines, but most had power restored

by noon.

Passenger ferry service in the Puget Sound
area was canceled Wednesday morning, affect-
ing about 45,000 people, state ferry spokes-
woman Susan Harris-Huether said.

The storm also closed the Evergreen Point

(From 1A)

heart,” said Baressi, whose chil-
dren — now grown — used to
attend Fannin.

Baressi recalled that he and his
children used to play catch on the
playground )ust outside the gym-
nasium.

“This was our neighborhood
school. This 1s a very special
place,” he said.

When the ceremony was over
the crowd assembled outside for a
symbolic releasing of doves.

“I know they look like pigeons,
but these are doves,” said Fannin

peak of the wind storm, gusts reached
as high as 68 mph in Snohomish, northeast of
Seattle, the weather service said, while 35-foot
seas and sustained 60 mph winds were report-

trying to establish our name and
that there are certain things a
shopper can expect from Simon
properties. The health care indus-
try did this when corporations
would buy local clinics, they’d
retain the local name but note that
there was a corporation behind it.”

The campaign is being wel-
comed by mall retailers.

“I think any type of promotion
and getting the name out there,
anything that creates excitement,
is good,” said Brenda White, who
has been manager of Beall’s since
just before Thanksgiving.

She said the store particirates in
all mall promotions, in addition to
its own promotions, like having liv-
ing mannequins in its windows, to
stay competitive.

The store has also been adding
some new lines to better accom-
modate customers, said Ms.
White, who comes to Midland
from South Texas. The store has

everywhere.’

cross-lake span.

late Wednesday.

Injuries.

Principal Rob Van Stavern.

Each classroom wrote a mes-
sage about the school that was
attached to each of the birds. The
birds have been trained to fly to a
specific location where the mes-
sages will later be retrieved for the
students.

Baressi and board members
plan to be in attendance at today’s
Bowie unveiling as well. The offi-
cial ceremony at Bowie will begin
at 5:30 p.m., though school tours
and an open house will take place
beforehand.

First lady of Texas Laura Bush,
who attended Bowie the year it

s
AII of a sudden you just heard
a big boom. Glass started flying

— Stephanie Clecker of Alabama

Floating Bridge across Seattle’s Lake Wash-
ington, bringing morning commuter traffic to
a near-standstill. There was damage to the
draw span of the bridge and crews said it could
not be repaired until at least Friday morning.

An estimated 100,000 cars use the Evergreen
Point bridge each day, which connects Seattle
to the eastern suburbs — including Redmond
where Microsoft headquarters is located. The
damage leaves the Interstate 90 floating
bridge, three miles to the south, as the only

On the Washington coast, heavy seas com-
bined with high tides to flood the town of Ray-
mond’s downtown area with up to 2 feet of
water. Two apartment complexes were evac-
uated, and nearly 40 people sought shelter at
a Red Cross facility. Downtown was reopened

Tornadoes touched down in Florida and
Texas late Tuesday and early Wednesday,
damaging dozens of homes and causing minor

In Virginia, a thunderstorm packing strong

winds ripped through a construction site south
of Richmond on Wednesday, injuring 16 people,

SCHOOLS: Fannin, Bowie celebrate latest renovations

added a Junior-Plus Shop and a
Young Man’s Shop.

“We found a lost customer was
the junior plus,” she said. “Not
everyone is a size 6. We have a
young line for girls who wear size
16 so they can still dress their age.
And we've added a Young Man's
Shop that carries OP, Polo, T-
shirts and athletic wear.”

Lewis doubts that shoppers will
care who owns the property, but he
thinks that the branding cam-
paign “will make people more at
ease, knowing the mall is operat-
ed by a U.S. firm, not an offshore
interest. ... Simon has high stan-
dards for cleanliness, quality and
safety. I'm not sure customers will
care who owns the mall; the ten-
ants may care more.”

Shoppers will be able to use their
MallPerks rewards at any Simon
property throughout the nation
and can send gift certificates pur-
chased at one property, for exam-

WEATHER  MALL: Retail softens blows to local economy

ple Midland Park Mall, to friends
or relatives who can use them at
another property elsewhere in the
nation, Ms. Coulson said.

Nancy Bowlin, marketing man-
ager of Midland Park Mall, said
that the center will kick off the
campaign Saturday by having
mall staff and Texas Scholars
volunteers, greeting shoppers and
passing out copies of Simon’s new
publication, “S,” a free magazine
that includes editorial content
from Time Warner magazines,
including “Time,” “In Style” and
“Sports Illustrated.” The publica-
tion will also contain mall-specif-
ic information about important
events, promotions and special
offerings.

Young shoppers will receive
free balloons and “Harlin Rhoad-
es the Balloon Man” will be near
the Sears Court from 4 to 6 p.m.
making balloon animals.

authorities said.

Search dogs were brought in to hellp officials
account for everyone at Chaparra

Steel Recycling construction site, said Janet
Clements, spokeswoman for the state Depart-

Virginia

ment of Emergency Services.

accident.
One was
in stable
condition
a n d
another
was criti-
cal.

Ten people injured at the construction site
were taken to a Petersburg hospital with neck
and back injuries and cuts. They were in sta-
ble condition.

Six of the injured were treated at the scene.

Two emergency workers en route to the con-
struction site were injured in an automobile

In North Carolina, winds topped 60 mph
knocked down trees and power lines as a cold
front swept through the state and dumped up
to 7 inches of snow in the mountains and spawn-
ing thunderstorms and hail. Power outages left
more than 100,000 North Carolina utility cus-

tomers in the dark for a time.

In east Texas, several Tuesday night
twisters nearly demolished six homes and dam-
aged as many as 25 others. Several people suf-

fered minor injuries.

age.

opened, sent a congratulatory note
to the school.

“I am glad to hear my ‘alma
mater’ has a new look,” she wrote.
“The renovation preserves and
expands a beautiful part of Texas
history — and proud part of my
history as well.”

Mrs. Bush also sent Fannin a
congratulatory letter, which was
read out loud at Wednesday's
unveiling.

Both renovations represent two
more check marks on a $39.5 mil-
lion list of 13 elementary schools
that the district plans to modern-
1Ze.

GIFTS: Junior League celebrates golden anniversary

(From 1A)

the workings of a city or neigh-
borhood block and will be con-
structed inside the museum to
provide a hands on learning tool
for Midland children.

B A gamma probe for the
nuclear medicine program at
Memorial Hospital and Medical
Center at a cost of $20,000. The
gamma probe allows an oncologist
to test lymph nodes during
surgery to determine if they con-
tain tumor cells.

Many of the complications fol-
lowing breast cancer surgery are
because of lymph node removal,
and the gamma probe allows the
surgeon to isolate only those nodes
that need removal.

“It’s a big step forward in health
care for the people of Midland,”
sald Harold Rubin, president of
MHMC.

B A thermal imaging camera
for the Midland Fire Department
for a cost of $20,000. The Argus
thermal imaging camera allows
firefighters to see through the

(From 1A)

The sport utility vehicle was almost cut in half by
the pickup. The impact had enough force to drive the
passenger side in only about a foot away from the dri-

vers side door, police said.

thickest smoke and in the darkest
of rooms to more easily and quick-
ly locate trapped people.

The camera also helps fire-
fighters locate fire that has not yet
erupted from wall spaces.

8@ An activity building for the
Young Life organization, for
$25,000. The Young Life is a non-
denominational youth group that
provides a healthy, creative and
fun atmosphere as part of its
youth outreach activities.

Midland Young Life has
acquired land at Wadley Avenue
and A Street for the building site.
Bible studies, extracurricular
activities, sports and other kinds
of entertainment will be provided
at the new building.

Since 1949 when the local Junior
LLeague was organized, its mem-
bers have given more than $2.6
million in gifts and have provided
more than500 community service
hours in Midland County, Ms. Jay
said.

“Fifty years ago, there were 28
community-minded women (who
started the league in Midland),”

ing to reports.

she said.

“We consider the Junior League
a gift to the Midland Community
... and now it is our turn to say
thank you to you,” Mayor Bobby
Burns told the Junior League
members at the Wednesday cele-
bration.

Over the years, the league has
provided funds and manpower to
many projects around the city.

At the hospital, the Museum of
the Southwest, local schools and
many other places, Junior League
members have left the organiza-
tion’s mark.

“We hope the Junior League
continues this excellent work for
another 50 years,” Burns said.

Mrs. Jay thanked the represen-
tatives of the many local organi-
zations that have teamed with the
league in the past to help provide
services for the community, citing
the motto, “Hand In hand, we
build a better Midland.”

“Midland is truly a community
that pulls together and does hand-
in-hand work,” Mrs. Jay said.

WRECK: Odessa man killed in accident on 1-20

Clark was pronounced dead at Memorial Hospital
and Medical Center.

Capp was treated and released from the hospital
with minor injuries, according to reports.

Both men were wearing their seat belts, accord-

FREEZE: City managers OK filling 6 open positions

(From 1A)

eral times a year, McGregor said.
City managers consider the fol-
lowing to decide if they should fill
a vacancy:

B if an office could operate with
one less person,

B if responsibilities can be dis-
tributed among remaining
employees, and

B what problems could be
caused if an someone is not
replaced.

With the exception of the
cashier’'s position, all openings
were approved because the citv
doesn’t have anyone else to ca)
out those duties, Hunter said. 1

municipal court has six other
cashiers, but each one has differ-
ent assignments, he said.
So far, the city has reached the
midpoint of their hiring freeze
oal. Fifteen positions have been
rozen, including six vacancies in
the street division, four in parks
and recreation, two in animal con-

Pick 3 Texas

AUSTIN (AP) — The Pick 3
winning numbers drawn

Wednesday by the Texas Lot-
tery, in order:

6-5-3

trol, three in traffic, one in munic-
ipal and one in the Fire Depart-
ment, McGregor said. He hopes
five or 10 more jobs are eliminat-
ed by May.

The city of Midland employs
about 900 people, most of which
are J)aid through a $30 million self-
funded grant, Hunter said.

Lotto Texas

MAUMP) —b'l;he g‘rexu
tto numbers drawn
Wednesday by the Texas Lot-
tery, in order:

5-6-7-13-20-33

A tornado in the Florida Panhandle damaged
about 55 homes, with 20 sustaining major dam-

Other completed schools include
Travis, Crockett and Pease.

Schools currently being reno-
vated or slated for renovation
include Burnet, Milam, Long,
Bonham, Jones, Henderson, Rusk
and Emerson. A stage will also be
added to the gymnasium at South
Elementary.
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By William Kole

Associated Press

Kenya — Bungee
jumping off bridges over the Rio
Grande. Deep-sea diving to the
watery grave of the Titanic. White

, water rafting through the churning

cascades of East Africa’s White
Nile.
By definition, adventure tourists

take plenty of risks. But the foreign
. fourists who traveled to the Ugan-

dan rainforest to view rare moun-
tain gorillas surely did not exre
that those risks would include

‘being butchered by marauding

Rwandan rebels.

In the wake of the slaughter of
two Americans, four Britons and
fwo New Zealanders, it is clear the
area is dangerous. Government
officials knew it. Environmental
groups working to protect the
gorillas knew it.

., But did the tour operators know
it? And if they did, did they pass
the information on to their clients?

Mark Ross, the American guide
who escaped the rebels and gave
the first grisly account Tuesday of
the other tourists’ fate, was aslv(ed
at a news conference if his clients
were aware of the dangers.

““No,”” he said. But asked later if

‘he knew the risks, he said: ‘‘Yes."”" .

‘“As the opportunities for travel
to obscure and potentially dan-
gerous parts of the world increase,
travel agents and individuals
themselves have got to exercise
discretion and responsibility,”’
said Menzies Campbell, a British

- member of Parliament.

Rebels in Central Africa use the
majority of the region’s national
parks as cover for their bases.
They are remote, unpopulated,
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An unidentified Australian survivor from the tourist kil
nd of the British High
tourists, four British, two Americans and two New

led, allegedly by Rwandan Hutu militia, in a gorilla park

inside the compou
da Wednesday. El
Zealanders were ki

in Uganda.

and offer plenty of food in the way
of wild game.

The rebels sent letters to Ugan-
dan officials two weeks ago warn-
ing that Britons and Americans
would be targeted, but the threats
were not passed on to British tour
operators or diplomats, The
Express newspaper of London
reported Wednesday.

Uganda’s president, Yoweri
Museveni, blamed park rangers
Wednesday for failing to alert the
military to a security problem.

However, it was a well-known
problem. For more than two
years, Hutu rebels based in Congo

Kurdish rebels warn of war escalation

ANKARA, Turkey (AP) — Kur-
dish rebels will escalate the war
for autonomy in southeastern
Turkey despite the loss of their
leader, a spokeswoman for the
rebels’ political wing said Wednes-
day.

Turkey hoped that the Feb. 15
capture of Abdullah Ocalan,
founder and leader of the Kurdis-
tan Workers Party, or PKK, would
deal a final blow to his rebels. But
fighting has continued in the south-
east and the Germany-based Kur-
dish agency DEM said the rebels
had killed 29 soldiers since clash-
es over the past 10 days.

““Since it is clear that Turkey

does not want a political dialogue,
war will escalate. There is clear-
ly no other way,”’ said rebel
spokeswoman Mizgin Sen by tele-
phone from Brussels, Belgium.
_ The military refused to confirm
the report that 29 soldiers had been
killed. Earlier, it announced that
clashes in the same area had killed
16 rebels.

Close to 37,000 people have died
since the PKK launched-its insur-
gency in 1984.

Since Ocalan’s capture, there
has been considerable specula-
tion over his replacement as head
of the PKK. Sen denied a report by

the newspaper Milliyet that Cemil

Bayik, a senior PKK commander,
had replaced Ocalan.

Ocalan is charged with treason
and could face the death penalty.
No trial date has been set.

In a hearing Wednesday, prose-
cutors pushed for a death sentence
for Ocalan’s foriner second-in-
command, Semdin Sakik. He was
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captured last year and is charged
with separatism.

Sakik added to the list of atroc-
ities attributed to Ocalan, by
accusing him of ordering the
killing of 33 unarmed soldiers in
1993.

Meanwhile, Prime Minister
Bulent Ecevit announced he would
visit the southeastern city of
Diyarbakir on Sunday, in the first
high-profile visit to the Kurdish-
dominated region since Ocalan’'s
capture.

The trip to the city of 1 million
people, located 575 miles southeast
of the capital, Ankara, is a follow-
up to a package of measures pro-
posed by Ecevit to improve the
region s economy.

Ocalan’s arrest has also height-
ened tension between rivals
Greece and Turkey, prompting
fears of war between the NATO

allies.
Ocalan hid in the Greek
Embassy in Nairobi, Kenya,

before he was nabbed by Turkish

forces there.
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AP Photo
ing in Uganda rests
Commission in Kampala, Ugan-

— from the same militia that car-
ried out the 1994 genocide of more
than 500,000 Tutsis and politically
moderate Hutus in Rwanda —
have been waging cross-border
raids into Uganda. They are angry
at Uganda for its support of Rwan-
da’s Tutsi-led government, and at
the United States and Britain for
their increasingly close ties with
Rwanda.

“Previous warnings made clear
there has been rebel activity in this
area and the situation was very
changeable,”’ Baroness Symons, a
minister in Britain's Foreign
Office, said Wednesday.

WORLD
Slaughters in Uganda latest In “adventure tourism’ gone awry

In August, Hutu rebels kid-
napped four foreign tourists just
across the Ugandan border in Con-
go while they were on a trek to
observe gorillas. A Canadian
tourist was later released, but the
others — two Swedes and one New
Zealander — have not been heard
from since.

As the grim process of identify-
ing the bodies of the slain tourists
wrapped up Wednesday, the warn-
Ings started — travel advisories
from foreign governments urging
their citizens to avoid the troubled
region.

The Clinton administration
1ssued a warning “‘which strongly
urges American citizens to post-
pone their visits to Uganda’s goril-
la parks because of the current
security situation,”” White House
spokesman David Leavy said.

Still, adventure tourism remains
a specialty: For Americans, the
top international destinations
remain London, Paris, Rome, and
Cancun, Mexico, according to a
January survey of the American
Society of Travel Agents and
Fodor’s.

Gorilla watching, while in itself
a tranquil matter of sitting quiet-
ly in tall grass, also takes stamina.
Just to get to gorilla habitats takes
hours of driving on badly rutted
roads, followed by long hikes on
steep, rugged slopes through mos-
quito-infested jungle. Travelers
sleep outdoors, in campsites.

Acacla Expeditions, a British-
based tour group, said Wednesday
it was canceling all Uganda tours
““for the foreseeable future’’ after
four of its clients were among
those kidnapped and released.

Acacia’s brochure describing

--------

its 28-day, $1,430 ‘‘Gorillas, Game
Parks and Chimps’’ tour stresses
the expertise of its guides and
ensures ‘‘a safe and highly enjoy-
able trip.”

It doesn’t mention possible kid-
nap or insurrections, but tour
organizer Sue Ockwell said Acacia
relied on a British Foreign Office
report stating: ‘“The rebels are
periodically active. While the sit-
uation is currently peaceful, it
can change rapidly.”

“Safety is paramount. All tour
operators want to have their
clients come back again. Common
sense dictates you don’t want to

PAGE SA

have the blood ef your clients on
your hands,” she uid in an inter-
view.

“It’s unthinkable that we would
compromise on safety,”’ she said,
but added: ‘‘“These aren’t paci.?gu
holidays where you sit on
beach. You can run into floods,
earthquakes, tribal insurrections.
We have to be ready for any-
thing.”’

""People do tend to go on holiday
and switch their brains off,”’ she
said. ‘I do it myself. But you
must be alert and watch what's
going on.”
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Bush revelation
was anticipated,
most refreshing

ov. George W. Bush’s revelation

that he has formed a presidential

exploratory committee to help
him raise money for a possible run for the
presidency in 2000 was a carefully cal-
culated move.

Bush 1s a careful politician as he
proved during his first term as Texas
governor. In fact, he performed so well
that he was overwhelmingly re-elected
to a second term, which got under way
in January. Bush doesn’t shoot from
the hip, he doesn’t take unnecessary
risks. All his moves are cautious and
well thought out.

That said, announcement of the
exploratory committee is a welcome
development. Bush has been an
extremely popular governor, but even
an extremely popular governor can be
far less than effective at the sometimes
difficult task of governing. Yet Bush
has excelled at governing, too, a fact I
underscored by the major legislative
accomplishments since he has been in
office. It has become obvious that Bush |
1S no slouch at either politics or govern-
Ing.

So 1t stands to reason that the parade
of elected officials that has been wit-

nessed i1n Austin in recent weeks would

occur. They — like those in the general
population — have basically the same
interests at heart: The best possible
leadership for this nation, and in that
regard they have been figuratively
“bending” Bush’s ear, telling him to
seek the GOP nomination for president
in 2000.

Well, people have been talking about
Bush following in the footsteps of his
father, former President George H.W.
Bush, almost since before he was elect-
ed as governor. But as we pointed out
earlier, politically Bush is a most cau-
tious man. At first he would only say
that he was interested, but that his
first duty was to Texas and Texans.
Now he has formed an exploratory
committee to help raise money for a
presidential race in the event the sup- .
port 1s there. We think it will be, but
that is for him to decide at the time he
believes is right.

He couldn’t even be enticed into
throwing brickbats at the current occu-
pant of the White House. Bush would
only say he will “let historians judge
President Clinton. ... I intend to con-
duct myself in office the way I have
here in the state of Texas, to bring dig-
nity and honor to the office.”

Now that would be refreshing!

ToODAY IN HISTORY

Today is Thursday, March 4, the 63rd day of 1999.
There are 302 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History:

On March 4, 1789, the Constitution of the United

States went into effect as the first federal Congress met

in New York. Lawmakers then adjourned for lack of

a quorum.

On this date:
In 1791, Vermont became the 14th state.
In 1829, an unruly crowd mobbed the White House

during the inaugural reception for President Jackson.

In 1837, the Illinois state legislature granted a city

charter to Chicago.

In 1861, Abraham Lincoln was inaugurated president.
In 1902, the American Automobile Association was

founded in Chicago.

In 1925, President Calvin Coolidge’s inauguration was

broadcast live on 21 radio stations coast-to-coast.

In 1933, Franklin D. Roosevelt was inaugurated pres-
ident, pledging to lead the country out of the Great
Depression.

In 1933, the start of President Roosevelt’s first admin-
istration brought with it the first woman to serve.in the

Cabinet: Labor Secretary Frances Perkins.

In 1952, Ronald Reagan and Nancy Davis were mar-
ried in San Fernando Valley, Calif.

In 1971, Canadian Prime Minister Pierre Elliott
Trudeau married Margaret Sinclair in North Van-
couver, B.C. They later divorced.

Ten years ago: Time Inc. and Warner Communi-
cations Inc. announced plans to merge into the world’s
mgest media and entertainment conglomerate. East-

Airlines machinists went on strike and were joined

by pilots and flight attendants.

OPINION

SPEAKING Our

By Alec Kni

Dun’n%the past few years, much of the south-
western U.S. has experienced a large increase in air
pollution, a disruption of normal summer rains, and
massive crop and grazing failures. The causes of
these problems may be diverse, but a major factor
is air pollution originating outside U.S. borders.

Studies of air pollution in the Southwest have over-
looked central and western sources in northern Mex-
ico. Also, there has been a general lack of knowledge
regarding the relationship between air pollution and
the disruption of normal rain cloud formation. The
problem often has been presented as one of aes-
thetics, but implications go far beyond spoiled vis-
tas. If ti®:situation is not corrected, results will be
catastrophic for agriculture, the economy, wildlife
and human health.

The source of the bulk of the pollution is *carbo-
electrica® or "carbon” plants strung across northern
Mexico. Numerous coal-fired electric generating
plants have been opened during the past few years
to provide cheap electric power for rapid industri-
alization of northern Mexico. For example, two
plants are located at Piedras Negras, Coahuila; two
at Palau, Coahuila; two at Samalayuca, Chihuahua
(In addition to a new natural gas plant), others in
Sonora, and additional electric generating plants are
under construction or in the planning stage across
northern Mexico. Each plant burns approximately
one million tons of low grade coal per year. Rep-
utable witnesses have reported that these plants uti-
lize just about anything else that will burn, includ-
Ing used tires!

Prevailing winds carry the raw emissions from
these plants across thousands of square miles of the
southwestern U.S. This vast pollution cloud is visi-
ble as gray haze or broad white clouds during the

CAL THOMAS

direct payments from government. The bargain

[ have with government is that [ send them up to
half my income and in return they promise not to put
me in jail. God asks for only 10 percent. The total gov-
ernment take 1s 50 percent. Wouldn’t more get done
iIf the numbers were reversed?

LLast week, something as rare as a solar eclipse
happened. The state of Virginia sent me a check for
$237.50. It was a reimbursement under the Person-
al Property Tax Relief Act for the outrageous and
perpetual tax I am forced to pay on my automobile.
Gov. Jim Gilmore is delivering on a promise that
delivered him to Richmond. He is reducing for some,
eliminating for others, the
car tax. I knew it was sup-
posed to be coming, but it was
still a shock to see government
giving my money back.

President Clinton doesn’t
believe we can be trusted with
our own money, which is why
he opposes tax cuts. He says
if government gave some of it
back we might not spend itAs
wisely, as if the wisdom of
government is better than the
wisdom of people who earn the
money.

[ got to thinking: here is a
chance for me to prove to President Clinton that I
can handle my rebated tax dollars in a way that
might even please him. Perhaps I can demonstrate
he can trust me to act responsibly if he and Congress
allow me to keep more of my money rather than
sending it off in growing amounts to ‘‘compassion-
ate’’ and "‘wise’’ government authorities.

I can always spend the $237.50 on myself, thus prov-
ing to the president that I lack compassion. Suppose
that I donate the rebate to a charity that might be a
favorite of liberals? Perhaps I'll give it to my local
rape crisis center in honor of Juanita Broaddrick. No,
too political.

How about a gift to the National Organization for
Women and its campaign to eliminate sexual harass-

Doonesbury

Iam not on welfare, nor do I receive any other

Proving myself to President Clinton

Air pollution plays role in drought in Southwest

daytime, and dark smog at sunset and sunrise. Coin-

cidentally, strange new weather phenomena have

developed. Cumulus clouds almost never build to

Epectaeular heights, as they used to every summer
ay.

Until recently, normal monsoon thunderstorms,
carrying Pacific moisture, meandered across the
southwestern deserts, mountains, and plains dump-
ing huge volumes of life-giving rain. Now, when mon-
soon moisture moves in from the Pacific, clouds
begin to build, but tend to spread out and dissipate
in the low-elevation pollution, yielding perhaps a few
drops of rain. Particulates that cause the visible pol-
lution haze act as nuclei for moisture droplets; that
is, moisture aggregates around each particle. In
essence, the pollution acts as a giant sponge, soak-
ing up monsoon moisture and forming haze or broad,
low-elevation clouds rather than allowing it to rise,
as normal, on thermals until ice crystals form nat-
ural nuclei at high elevation. This "sponge effect’ is
one of two concepts crucial to understanding the dis-
ruption of precipitation in the southwest.

The other is the "recycle effect.* Monsoon rains
are additive, a self-perpetuating phenomenon. As
the early summer rains moisten soils and vegeta-
tion subsequently greens, evaporation and transpi-
ration (moisture from previous rains) contribute to
the daily buildup of new thunderstorms. With car-
boelectrica emissions in the air, the cycle doesn't
begin. The only appreciable rain the region now
receives comes as a few strong blasts of Gulf mois-
ture. The huge summer Pacific monsoon thunder-
storms are gone.

Recently, scientific evidence for this scenario has
come to light. For example, the proportion of
reversed polarity lightening strikes has increased
as the number of thunderstorms has decreased, as
reported in the Oct. 2, 1998 issue of “Science” (Vol.

ment in the workplace. I could honor Paula Jones for
all that she has endured. Or Kathleen Willey. Or Gen-
nifer Flowers. The gift could be in the name of all
the ““Jane Does’’ who might yet step forward and tell
their tearful stories.

I could also invest the money. Even in the volatile
stock market, I will probably make a profit, which
eventually will be taxed. But by investing it in Amer-
ican companies, I will be contributing to the econo-
my, producing jobs for workers and more tax rev-
enue for government.

The idea that I can’t be trusted with my money is
offensive. I don’t father children out of wedlock or
take drugs. I stay married. My kids turned out OK.
And I work every day, expecting no one to pay me
unless I earn it. I’'m not entitled to anything, except
freedom and the opportunity to be all that I can be.
I save my own money for retirement, not relying on
Social Security, and have a medical savings account
to take care of health needs. Americans used to be
rewarded for right decisions and right behavior. Now
they are penalized, and those who make wrong deci-
sions and engage in bad behavior are subsidized with
the money those who make right decisions earn. You
want to talk fairness?

In her book ‘“The Greedy Hand,”” Amity Shales
reminds us of the criminal tax code and how it sub-
tly, but effectively, robs us not only of present enjoy-
ment but our future. She writes: ““It is not that Amer-
icans don’t want to pay taxes; they do. It is that they
feel that taxes have moved out of proportion to what
is fair or appropriate. Even if we approve of certain
government-spending projects, we sense that the
whole affair has moved out of control. We all say we
wanted a smaller government, yet each year Amer-
icans are compelled to hand over to our treasury $1.48
trillion, or a sium of money equal to the size of the
economy of Great Britain. Nobody who is working
today signed on for this.”’

Indeed. That’s why I'm putting my $237.50 in my
mutual fund. With luck, it might grow faster than
government’s ability to spend it.

Cal Thomas’ column in distributed by Los Angeles Times
Syndicate. ~
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Although the authors suggest these abnormal
storms were due to a temporary condition of smoke
from forest fires in Mexico, the much more ominous,
long-term source of smoke from carboelectrica
plants was overlooked. Perhaps more to the point,

a study published in the November 1998 Bulletin of

the American Meteorological Association (Vol. 79,
PpP. 2457-2476) provides evidence from satellite
analysis of cloud composition that air pollution
inhibits the formation of rain clouds and significantly
reduces precipitation. .

One of the authors, Daniel Rosenfeld, recently was
quoted as saying, "The connection between air pol-
lution and rain is a very important phenomenon,
which has not yet received much attention." Dr.
Rosenfeld, Heag of the Laboratory of Rain and Cloud
Physics, Institute of Earth Sciences of the Hebrew
University of Jerusalem, states, "Looking at some
satellite data, I found severe inhibition of precipi-
tation processes over several areas of Mexico.*

Those who have vested interests in cheap elec-
tricity may call for "study” of the carboelectrica-pre-
cipitation connection. In the meantime, farmers and
ranchers will lose their lands and livelihoods as crops
and grazing lands fail; the regional economy will suf-
fer; the ecnstgstems of the region will collapse; and
human health will decline as respiratory problems,
cancer, and mortality increase from the enormous
load of toxins in the air. .

Now is not the time for endless study.

Common sense dictates that if millions of tons of
toxic, acidic waste are released into the atmosphere
over the Southwest, the region, and ultimately the
earth, will suffer vast and irreparable damage.

Alec Knight of Alpine is a biologist at Sul Ross Startg
Universiry. ’

GEORGE WILL

Buchanan’s political
brew will end Era
of No Feelings

ASHINGTON — ‘“‘Poets,” noted G.K.

Chesterton, ‘‘have been mysteriously

silent on the subject of cheese.’’ His point
was that this was not mysterious: Cheese is not the
sort of subject that summons poetic thoughts.

Presidents have hitherto n mysteriously
silent about child safety seats. However, last Sat-
‘gday President Clinton’s radio address con-

rmed an improved fastening mechanism for child
safety seats in automo- '
biles. This was the third .
time this president has
used a Saturday address
to talk about such seats.
He also has talked on a
Saturday about what the
federal government is
doing to make nation’s
fruit juices safer.

It 1s strange that the
nation no longer finds it
strange or annoying that
presidents try to intrude
upon its Saturdays. But
this may explain why the
nation is neither annoyed nor bemused by the fact
that a president, who has a finite ability to seizé
the nation’s attention, tries to spend some of that
ability on subjects that seem subpresidential. The
nation’'s attention is not seized.

The modern politician’s repose is perpetug]
motion, there being no expectation of momentous
thoughts during rapid movement. As the skies over
Iowa and New Hampshire darken with presiden-
tial candidates, the nation seems to be experienc-
ing a recurrence of the Era of Good Feelings of
1817-25. Call today the Era of No Feelings. .

A Boston newspaper announced an ‘‘era of good
feelings’’ in 1817 when President Monroe, whe
seized upon the phrase as a slogan, was beginning
the first of two terms. The Federalist Party was
expiring and consensus supposedly prevailed.

oday’s Era of No Feelings reflects more than
the anesthetizing effects of 6.1 percent economic
growth (the 1998 fourth quarter figure) . Rather, it
reflects the reduction of one party to nostalfia. the
navigational instrument for the bewildered.
Republican nostalgia takes the form of wanting to
repeat Ronald Reagan’s across-the-board tax-cut-
ting without the conditions that gave his prograrh
political potency.

The primary reason for Reagan’s tax cuts was
economic stimulation. But how much stimulating
does the economy need at 6.1 percent growth?

The 18 years since Reagan’s inauguration have
witnessed wealth creation in America without
precedent in history <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>