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; B uffices in the Equity Bullding are apaciéus and at-

tractife. They have the atmogphere of successful
busiiness, The corner offices overlooking Tenth street
are gquipped with mahogany furniture, easy chairs and
convenient ash trays, A great glass-topped desk stands
almost in the center of the deep rug. In spite of this
‘atmosphere on a Friday afternoon at 10 minutes past one
the air in Suite 216 was surcharged with something al-
most explosive. ]
“Mr."Ball from Blind River, eh 7" Asper Delo's face was
purple with anger. “Mr. Ball, you are a di Irish
anoop!" The owner and operator of the Delo Timbér Com-
pany sprang to his feet and moved ponderously around
Ais desk, .
The tarket of his wrath, a lean young man with a freck-
 led nose and wide, firm mouth, looked the big boss .over
with amused gray eyes. He shoved his Stetson back as
though to allow a shock of unruly, dark hair a little morg,
freedom. 1t was plair that he was a man more accus-
tomed to the saddle than to the soft
AU S emewerddcr UL oL - "5 could keep higitem-
per,” Stan Ball drawled with mock gravity. \

Aspes T ~sked the glass top of his desk with a
huge fist and exploded wrathfully, “You came here to in=. |.
wofult - ™ Wis worfls chaked him.

“I came here to tell you the truth and I aim to get it
out of my system.” 'Stan Ball grinned, showing a set of
even, white teeth, With an easy swing of his booted leg
he seated himself upon the wide window ledge overlook-
‘ing Tenth street, :

. Asper Delo's bony jaws worked ﬁntil his blue eyes bulg=

ed but no words came; )

“You havé committed several murders ang you are a
prime thief." Stan Ball made the statementfeasily. As he
spoke his eyes wandered downginto thie crowded street.

" He gazed thoughtfully at the tops of thcﬁwrying cars
ile the timber king spluttered and stové™lo gain con-
trol of his voice. G S ’

SHINY limousine pulleﬁ’ up at the cuip. Stan's firm
mouth twisted into a sneef as he watched a liveried
driver step out of the car and walk across the street with
two very attentive companions. Old Asper Delo, two-

fisted lumber man, had gone swanky with a town car and

& uniformed driwgl}
The young mah's thoughts were rudely interrupted.
“You'll eat these words!" Asper Delo's nose was thrust
mMost into Stan Ball's face. Y
Jhe lanky cowboy ﬁgd from the window ledge and his
digh-heeled boots clic“bd on the polished floor beside the
With a short laugh he roused himself apd faced
Asper Delo, The amused light left his eyes and dhey
flinted as he shoved the, timber king away with a lean
.Jrm, ¢
“*‘Maybe you never shot'a man in the back yvourself but
vour straw boss up at Three Rivers has hired it done. Not
once but_three times!” “Stan Ball's jaw thpust out ag-
cressively. “You own that outfit and you're responsi-
“ble.! He lealted toward -Asper Delo and his eyes were
hard. “I'm going up thiere to get a report of your _\\'prk~
ings, an honest report—get that?” Stan pushed his hat
back a little farther. *“1 came up here to tell vou so that
you could call your man, Swergin, and have him hire a
. breed to shoot*me jn the back." oA =
Asper Délo was past words bat ne was ndt past deuon.

In the days when he had run his own crews he had ruled
Now his Viking blood boiled within him. ™’

with his fists, i 1
With d¥aspin§ roar he swung a fist at Stan Ball's chin,

That irritating young man sidestepped with liphtning
smoothness, Without seemling effort iz slid in nearer and
in a second Asper Delo was neatly tied with his own big
arms hglding themselves. Stan Ball“shoved him batk
against the desk and his wicked grin returneg.

“You will fight; won't you? But you haven't the sand

~ to do your own killing,”" There was a taunting edge to
the words, :

Breathing heavily, Asper Delo collected himself. He
was not licked By any means but he realized that he was
no match’for the lean youngster who faced him. He
shook his fist impotently and retreated around his desk.’

“You'll never set foot on the Three Rivers cuttings, you
lying whelpl! We have that tract inspected and the tim-

carpets of Suite 216. .,

K B

6Y R.G. MONTGOMERY

L : ~ © 1932, NEA SERVICE, INC.

o

-,

Rivers.,” Turning upon his heel, Stan Ball left the room
with the speechless timber king glaring after him.
- L] L]

TAN halted on the sidewalk outside the Equity Build-
Jng, a smile Lwisting at the corners of hig lips. He
had given Asper Delo fair warning of what he was goin
to do. No doubt the timber king was alretdy rushing m
lorig-distance callethrough to his boss, Swergin, at Three
Rivers, apprising him of the fact that another snoop was
on his way to look the operations over.
bet the old hard-fist tells Swergin plenty,” Stan
thought as he fished into his pocket for the makings of a
cigaret. “The old*fire-eater would be a real timber baron
if he'weren't a crook.”

Stan halted at the edge of the sidewalk beside the Delo
towp car. He ffowrned upon a package of “tailor-mades”
that'he had fished from his pocket, He'd have to get out
of town or they would be selling him a suit of store
clothes.

The liveried driver of the big car was not at the whegl i
and @is. place hid been taken bya i i 8ot Mg wie
wore a driver's cap. Star eved the man for no rea§éh at

T 0 gl w3 1 riotice anything wnseal,
‘fellow cast a fleeting giance past Stan o»< socched
ard the aash of the car. An instant later a couple
brushed against him. Stan was pushed rudely aside. As
he moved he saw a carefully dressed young man hurried-
ly guiding a girl to the open door of the car. Stan star-
ed‘at the window of the car as the door slammed shut. A
pair of shapely ankles apd fwn trim slinpers rose gbove o
the sill. A mian who had been crouching in the back of
the &ir rose into view and bent over the girl. There was
a flashing of kicking slippers and a muffled scredm. The
car leaped away from the curb.

It rocketed into the traffic like a made thing”but it
did not get away before Sam Ball had leapeg on the emp- |
ty trunk rack behind the spare tire. The little curtain at
the back window was up and he was able to cruch down
80 he would not be easily seen ‘should it ;‘I_owered.

o

IPHE car sped away, darting through the traffic while
curious pedestrains grinned at the spectacle of a big
town car dashing along with a cowboy riding the trunk
rack, Stan grinned at three successive policemen who
deferentially allowed the big car to cut through: their
warning signals... It was plain all the men on the beat
knew Asper Delg's private limousine. Two of the offi-
“eers waved threatening clubs at Stand and promptly dis-
missed him as an impudent hitch hiker. %e had caught
a glimpse of a tip-tilted little nose, a pair of red lips and
a inass of brown hair as the girl had been rushed past.
Hé&was sure he had &very diverting half hour ahead.

The car swerved and'shot into a side street. As the
traffic thinned its speed increased. The back curtain was
raised a little but Stan could see no faces. For 10 min-
utes they raced west, then made a right turn and sped
infto“a tree-lined avenue. From the avenue the driver
swrved into a country lane and the dust, began to rvoll up”
in clouds. Stan shut his'eyes and clung to his precarious «
seat as the carlurched and bumped along. - The dust was
stiffing but he grinned and hung on, .,

When the car turned again the dust clouds lessened
and he opened his eyes. They were sliding along an old |
road ¢hoked with grass and weeds. Thick rush and wil&d

Tlows chowded vl%-ﬁ'nn each side’as theugh striving to ¥

ose the trail. eir branches switched Stan with a
stinging sharpness as he leaned out to see what was a-
head. He ducked back when hessaw that the road ('n-#d
d#bruptly at thé door of a ;lilapidaluh cabin,

Picking a.thick clump of willows, he unloaded feet
fir¢t and rolled into cover beside the road. Instantly he
scrambled to his fegt and peered after thespar, A wide |
grin_cracked through the dust around hi§mbuih. The
cafiivas stopping atgihe door of the cabain. Both its doors

!
|
|
[

‘swupg open and #he curee men leaped out. Without delay ¢

they pulled the girl after them and rushed her into the
cabin. | '
Stan slapped his belt with a sigh of regygt. He had |
not thought he would have use for his gun 1&}' eily and |
had left it in a saddle pocket at the honie ranch. Now he
found imself about to tangle with three afmed kidflapers. |
He slid back into the willows and hedded fox the cab-

around and headed bt:;i:k- down the nar
gave them only a glance, “Now for the
one," he

cabuin,
E advancéd upon a b

road. Stan |
_ wCue of thé.fair
grinned and bégan a stealthy approach to the

0
- - » 0 ]

I_ h-covered side of the building |

amd leaned forward 6 peer through a erack that had
lost its chinking. What he saw mgde his lips pull tight (&
and hig eyes darken.

= A slender girl sat on a backless chair facing a heavy-
set man with beetling brows, The fellow had taken the -
only chair with a back for himself and was titled back,
watching his captive with evident enjoyment. He was
armed with a short, black automatie and looked capable
of using it,
“You most likely won't get mugsed up none, lady,
Leastwise not fer a spell. When the boys get back with
4 flivver you can-write a little note to your old man tell-

\'i_-’mg him 1o slip us 25 grand." The thug spat accurately

‘through a knot-hole in the floor,

Stah Ball's Ninds- dlosew BaFa.as Meq wscea 0 eyes v
to see the girl. She was shaking hér héad and stamping J
haw fasd = TIS0 BERAS Wit viww Witk sl i angef and hsar
moutih was gagged with*a handkercshief but her blue
Jeyes were uncovered and they Were wide and angry while
her nose was tipped up defiantly. Even in his haste to
g0 to her aid Stan paused tg note the finely chiseled nose
and the curved throat ex]é' below it. The girl was
not afraid. Noiselessly he slfd around to the door which
stood open and inviting. ,

The heavy-set thug had placed his chair élose to
the, opening and his back was partly turned. It was
evident that this'enjoyment of his captive's itritatiofhad
divérted him from his job of watching the clearing and
the road. bly ‘a feeling of gecurity made him’ lax,
Atfhny rate he was totally surprised as & lahky form
shot through the open door and descg-ndeg' upon him,

Stan landed at the fellow's side at one leap. With
a smashi ow to the butt of the earthe sent the kid-
haper ree from his chair. Grinning a hard smile and
with a boot.reddy to kigk the automatic out of the ruf-
fian’s hand should he go for it, Stan Ball stood over the
wilted nfén and waited for him to rise, The prostrate en-
emy failed to move a muscle, Stan's blow had been a
kockout punch and what had looked fair to be a he-man
fight had frizzled, =

] L - -

URGLING sounds from the captive caused Stan to
\ start guiltily. He sprang across the room and freed
her, She did not faint or fall into his arms. Instead she
stamped over to the prostrate thug and bent gver _him.
With a savage jerk she“rélieved him of his gun. Stan
Ball burst out'laughing and his freckled nose wrinkled
until the brown spots danced.

- "Yqu have a way with gunmen, Ma'm."" He bowed
with a flourish of his.widehat, then held out his hand
for the gun, “Better' let a man from the mountains have
that gat, Miss" b4 ¥t

They faced each other for a secondis Then the girl
joined' Stafi's laugh with a soft alto volve, = "It is really
funny isn't it?" She passed him the gun without hesita-
tion. - ot
“Great fun, but we betteggherd ourselves out of here,
Miss.- M Stan svag,ng,.glibh-tonensd modeyny,yonth
Women were beings to be met properly in his little world.
Even such unusual circumstances did not alter the case.

“Delo, Dona Delgt% They were at the door as shé®
spoke. i ) I Lo
Stan hadshis hatoif again and was abgut to present
himself but her words halted him abruptly. He looked
upon her slender beauty and her wind-blowmstan that had
not came from city air and his lips parted as he realized
who she was, “Old Asner’s daughter—with all the old
Loy's spunk,” he thauvgiit as he followed her oufside with-
oul speaking.

Dona Delo did not notice this omission, She was
still angry and excited, She wheeled and ldid a small
hand upon his arm, “You must'not think me silly or un=
S’]:pmtintive but I'nt mad clear through. That cad, Gra-
ham, put it over on me that he was a college chum of
Dudley’s and got me out to the car. But for you I'd most
likely have stayved tied up and Dad would have had to

H

<r." With a strong arm hé pushed her into the

,aed out side,

hand but continued to smile.

Stan opened his malith) hnn‘?:losﬁ it and grip
her arm. I hear a car coming. We'd better hi&lf?)?

L 4

coNe
ows,

He struck through the tymber in the direction of theghe
membered the highway to be. A half hour's breathids
hiking brought them to a main road ang Stan flagged‘a
passing motorist. Dona was eager to g6t to a nlepofte
and call her father before the two m ing thugs could
send him a note. They stopped at a lunch Stand and
filling station;and Dona rushed inside with Stan at her -

heelis,

ASPER DEL@ was appraised@ the Kidnaping and res.
cue at the same time. Dona turned from the phome:
and called to Stan. “You haven't told me your nfime 7"’
“Stanley Black,"” Stan lied without batting a single
freckle, He was not going ¢o have Asper Delo hand him
the keys to Three Rivers oy platter. Heé would get his
report %d make the. olgh wiisros V& - :
b T{Z\ au:l‘u;.

hehad done,

Tavisee Farirge

Z=,-. gone, Dona Delo was awery sl
= ¢ creatuie. As she munched a hot dog”
andsipped soda from & bottle Stan though her the most:
attractive girl he had ever seen. He made up his mi
to tell her 50 as to be able to see her again. Of courtié
she was unattainable for one of his standing but he wii
Sure she would be friendly. He just sat and looked at Hey
for what seemed only a few minutes She. broke into his
thoughts abruptly by leaping up.

“There's®@ad!" - With a wave of her hand she dart-

Stan looked through thé window and saw: Asper
Delo striding acrgss the patch of gravel between two red
pumps. He waihed Dona’ smothe in her frth e
arms andysaw her take his hand and lead him toward th
hinch room. }‘l{ith a half smile ut the turn of his luck *
£tan slipped chrough he back door, tos:ing a dollar on
the *ounter as he hurried bff. °

- .

v

There was more than surprise in Don#'s

"‘{_ E'S gone!!
her father
’

Mvoice as she entered the lunch room with
behind her.

“What's his name?" Asper Delo pulled a green-bacléed
memo hoak from his pocket.. “TI'll mail him a check.”
He slumped down heavily beside one of the tables.

“His name'is Stanley Black but I didn't ask his ad- '
dress." Dona was close to nervous tears now,

Old Asper grunted and wrote down-the name, “HeM
be underfoot from now on, don't worry. ‘He and Dudley
will be fighting a duel.” He squeezed Dona's hand af-
fectionately. This had been a hard day and he was
tired. : yo

Dona shook her head., **He's not that kind, Dad. I
won't see him again unless I find him." - :

“Well, T haven't time to look him up now. ‘Ishave to go
-to Three Rivers one busigess. A dirty-mdithed whip-
snapper insulted.me not two hours agoe and I aim to settle
with him personally.” Asper's spleen rose as he remem-
bered his conversation with Mr. Ball of Blind River.

“Buit you have Swergin at Three Rivers and you've al-
ways saifd he was, yvour most efficient man! You haven't
been_up. there _-xi.ﬁm;-, the ek etsntad | N g =?
Dona protested.” She was more interested in locating
Stanley Bliack and repaying him in a propernianner than
in havipg her father rush off to,an obscure tigber camp.
She {8l he would be just the person to h;mgie Stanley
Black. They seemed to have niahy traits in common;

"Swergin is all'righ® but this is a_.personal matter.”

,Asper Delo's face began to purple again as he remember-

ed,

« "What was it all about?” Dona asked resignedly, It

was clear that the Three Rivers affair wduld have to be
heard before anything else could be considered. .
“A whipsnappad nosing around for a report on the
Three Rivers tract,” Asper grunted. wir| -{
“That is supervised timber. Why not let him . help
himself ?"" Dona was impatient. g :
"“The Three Rivers tract is paying and it's been harﬁled
right but that brat doesn't get to check it over or any-
body else! It is a tough stand to make a- profit on.

s jaidr ha was kft':ﬂlfihg hin@? fz\Lr WM"‘ i
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