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A WIN FOR TEXANS

OPEC is likely to keep the oil flowing

Onlookers aren’t optimistic about 2016 price rebound

By Collin Eaton

Houston Chronicle

U.S. shale producers will watch with
interest but not much optimism as Saudi
Arabia’s international oil cartel decides

this week whether to continue policies that

have cooled down oil prices and Hous-
ton’s economy.

“We can pretty much write off 2016 as
a big recovery year for Houston,” said Bill
Gilmer, chair of the Institute for Regional
Forecasting at the University of Houston.
The economist said he had held out hope
until the late summer, when a spring price
rally fizzled and crude tumbled from $60
to less than $40 a barrel.

Saudi-led Organization of the Petroleum
Exporting Countries embraeed a strategy
of keeping oil flowing rather than squeez-
ing supply to boost prices as it often had
done in the past.

A technology-driven boom in produc-
tion from dense U.S. shale formations has
pushed global o1l supplies above demand.
and the Saudis decided to defend their
market share rather than force prices up

O1l had already fallen from a 2014 high
above $100 a barrel, and the Saudi move
last November sent it below $40 by early
this year. The lower prices caused collat-
eral economic damage for OPEC mem-
bers but also had the potential for purging
market competitors — especially in U.S
shale — and forcing a correction in the

“Takes a lot of dough’

A year later, the world still has more
o1l than it's using and Houston companies
have been among the major casualties
They have cut billions 1n capital invest-
ments and thousands of energy jobs, and
more than a dozen Texas dnllers are in
bankruptcy. The region’s trade revenue
andssales of manufactured goods have
declined alongside the job and housing
markets. Houston will have to weather
another round of that next year 1f OPEC
decides at a meeting i1n Vienna on Friday
to keep its o1l lowing. It probably will
Though 1ts strategy hasn’t eased the glut
yet, it has hobbled nvals outside the canel

“The U.S. o1l and gas business is broken

researcher at Houston energy investment
bank Tudor, Pickening, Holt & Co. "What
we've found 1s 1t takes a lot of dough.™
Amencan o1l drillers became an OPEC
target after hive years of rapid growth
in major shale plays to S milhon bar-
rels a day. making U.S. shale the world's
fastest growing o1l source. But the shale
companies have been sorely bruised by
the year-and-a-half downturn, casting a
shadow over shale and the local economy
that feeds off 11s success
Betfore crude prnices collapsed. Hous-
ton — as headquarters for hundreds of
U.S. o1l companies probing shale plays
in Texas. North Dakota and the Northeast
outpaced much of the nation in job and

international crude glut. at current prices. said David Pursell. a top Please see FLOWING/4A
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Then-Attorney General Greg Abbott speaks during the Permian Basin Petroleum Association’'s monthiy mombarsmp luncheon on-Sept. 19, 2013

at the Petroleum Ciub.

Lawmakers seek Abbott’s blessing on crackdown

By Jim Malewitz

Texas Tribune

O1l rustlers of Texas be-
ware: State lawmakers want
to crack down on those who
swipe hundreds of barrels of
black gold to sell on the black
market — whether the crime
happens during the dead of
a South Texas night or under
the Permian Basin sun.

But first, they need the
governor’s blessing.

Even as a flooded o1l
market has slowed the Texas
boom to a crawl, the multi-
billlm-dolhr threat of ml

Some out-of-work mughnuks
are resorting to crime just to
pay rent. ,

Experts say catching the
thieves and keeping them
behind bars for very long can

prove maddeningly difficult

under the state’s current crimi-

nal laws.

So in its 2015 session, the
Texas Legislature sought to
give law enforcement officials
more tools to address that
probiem.

House Bill 3291, proposed
by Laredo Democrats Rep.
Richard Pefia Raymond and
Sen. Judith Zaffirini, would
have toughened prosecutions
of oil theft.

It drew no public opposi-
tion and sailed through both
chambers.

But Gov. Greg Abbott

vetoed the legislation in June,

calling its language overly
broad, with the potential to
lock away people for decades
for innocent mistakes.

“This particular veto
shocked us because the
(governor's) staff had worked

with us on it,” said Zaffirini.

Did you know?
Utah's first female governor.
Olene Walker

e

Abbott s office would nol
comment for this story, say-
ing his veto spoke for itself

LLawmakers have revived
their anti-theft push. In what
some are pegging as one of
the top energy issues for the
next legislative session in
2017, they 're aiming to send
Abbott an anti-theft bill he
can stomach.

Lt. Gov. Dan Patnck and
House Speaker Joe Straus
both directed lawmakers to
study the 1ssue in the coming
months, and the Senate Com-
mittee on Natural Resources
and Deyglopmént has already
discussed it in a hearing this
month.

“My concern is that the
thieves will get smarter with
time,” Sen. Troy Fraser, R-
Horseshoe Bay, said 2* the
hearing. “We've got to get the
governor comfortable with
prosecution.”

The big number
San Antonio is looking to spend

Ol and gas companies and
law enforcement ofhcials
nationwide have grappled with
otlfield theft. and the problem
looms particularly large in
Texas, the U.S. energy king

Thieves are eying most any
thing they can get thewr hands
on, battenes. metal valves,
piping and other equipment
frequently vanish from oil-
fields, running up production
costs. And of course, there s
the petroleum, which cniminals
haul away and sell cheaply.

The problem, as old as
the oil fields themselves, ex-
panded during the last Texas
boom, experts say, as surging
production created more to
steal.

Now, authorities are see-
Ing even more cases amid a
downturn as laid-off workers
get desperate and penny-

Please see VETO/MHA
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County
resident shot in

back of head

rom staft reports

\ Sd-year-old Midland O ounty resident
s dead atter an J“L‘;_'L'd homicide took
place Sunday morming. according to Mid
land County Shentt Gary Pamnter
I)L‘PH“L"* were called out to the X
block of South € ounty
Road 1210 at about
| 4 a.m Sunday They
discovered }<lluinfu
Alvear at the tront door
of s tratler waving his
hands and asking |
assiIstance. according
BOARF PICSS e least I he
| deputies
\|‘~L11I WdS SeNVeTe
wounded., and short i
v id !?1‘IT he had e

observed tha
Alvear

therealter Alvear
svhot 1n the back

Alvear was ”JI”I*-I"HII"'tL'ti lo Madland
Memonal Hospital. where he died soo
afterward. m.u-hlm; 1o the release Jus
lice of the Peace Billy Johnson ordered
that the body be sent to Tarrant C ounty
for a forensic autopsy

| he case 18 i"*t'lh_L’ investigated by the

MCOCSO's Cnimina
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B COMMENTARY

Key piece
In climate
change battle
won’t be at

summit

By Chris Tomlinson

Houston Chronicl

World leaders will meet in Pans this
week to settle on a global strategy for
fighting climate change. but one cntical
tool that many oil company executives
would like to see 1s off the table -— a
global carbon tax

Why would a company want a tax on
its primary product? In this case. a carbon

Please see CLIMATE/4A
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Gov. Olene Smith Walker speaks at the state Republican convention in

temale
City from natural causes

Associated Press

SALT LAKE CITY — Olene

Smith Walker, who prioritized educa-

tion as the first and only female gov-
ermnor of Utah and later established
an institute to help students pursue
public service careers, died Saturday
at 85 in Salt Lake City.

Walker died from natural causes.
former spokeswoman Amanda Cov-
ington said.

Considered one of the highest
profile women in Utah politics, the
Republican served as lieutenant gov-
ermnor for 11 years.

She was elevated to governor when
Gov. Mike Leavitt left in 2003 1o
head the U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency under President George
W. Bush. Leavitt remembered her
as a “trailblazer” for women and a
inend to the downtrodden.

“Throughout the nearly |1 years
we served together she was a
loyal partner, an exampleof per-
sonal goodness and devoted friend.”
Leavitt said. “Her disposition was
perpetually optimistic, her demeanor
dignified. and her tone kind.”

As governor, Walker sometimes
differed from her fellow Republicans
on issues such as vouchers for private
schools. She had vetoed a voucher
bill. saying it would undercut fund-
ing for cash-strapped public schools.

Walker established the Read with
a Child Early Literacy Initiative,
encouraging adults to read with chil-
dren at least 20 minutes a day. Her

=il

San Antonio looks to spend
$21 million to lure pro soccer
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SAN ANTONIO — Of-
ficials in San Antonio have
acknowledged their plan to
spend $21 million to buy a
soccer stadium comes with
no guarantees they will
be able to lure a franchise
from Major League Soccer

Though no contracts
have been signed, city
officials have outlined

Sandy, Utah on

Olene Walker, Utah’s first
female governor, dies at 85

goal was to make sure students could
read at grade level by the time they
completed third grade.

She also tried to balance promot-

ing Utah’s economy while preserving

its rural beauty. She enlisted a task
force created by Leavitt to find ways
(o restore the status of wilderness
after outdoor retailers threatened

o yank trade shows in response to

settiements with the U.S. Intenior De-

partment that eliminated wilderness
protection for nearly 6 million acres
of federal land in the state.

It wasn't until two months before
her party’s May 2004 nominating
convention that she decided to run
for re-election. Meanwhile, her rivals
had been building their campaigns
and Walker ended up finishing fourth
in an eight-way contest for the GOP
nomination.

It was the first time a standing
Utah governor failed to win a party
nomination in 48 years.

Gov. Gary Herbert praised Walker
as a fearless champion of education.
“Wherever she went, she broke
down barriers so future generations
could follow her lead,” Herbest said
in a statement. “Her legacy will be

appropriately remembered in the
Olene S. Walker Institute of Politics
& Public Service at Weber State
University.”

Herbert also ordered govern-
ment buildings to lower their flags
to half-staff in Walker’s honor until
Thursday.

Raised in Ogden, Walker served in

_— - —_—

May 8, 2004. Walker, Utah's first and only
governor, has died. She was 85. Amanda Covington, a former spokeswoman for Walker, says she died Saturday in Salt Lake .

vy ope

the Utah House of Representatives
from 1981 until 1989. As majority
whip, she helped pass several bills
including the creation of Utah’s
“Rainy Day Fund” that functions as
a safety net for state programs during
economic downturns.

Elected lieutenant governog in
1993, Walker oversaw initiatives
including a health care reform task
force that led to the state Children’s
Health Insurance Program.

In 2012, she established the Olene
S. Walker Institute of Politics & Pub-
lic Service at Weber State Univer-
sity. The nonpartisan institute helps
students who are pursuing careers in
public service and facilitates com-
munity forums on current events.
Walker spoke out against negative
campaigning ‘at the institute's open-
ing, the Deseret News reported.

“When 1 was in the Legislature,

Michael is survived by his

., Bobbie and Jo Ann

lmn brother, W.
Martin and his wife, Shawn,
and their daughter, Amber, of
Carrollton, Texas; uncle,
Ronnie Mills and his wife.
Connie, of Fort Worth,
Texas; cousins, Taylor Mills
of Fort Worth, Texas: Neva-
da Mills and his wife,
Jewelie, of Arkansas; Vada
Machart and her husband,

you didn’t feel that negative feel- Marvin. of El C . Texas:

ing about the other party. In fact, we | Belinda McKey of Victoria,

usually worked together,” Walker Texas, and many friends af-

said at the time. “Think how that has | fectionately.

changed in a relatively short time.” Everyone misses you Mi-
In August 2014, Walker was chael, Rest in Peace.

named to the newly-formed Utah The family will welcome

fnends and loved ones for
public visitation on Wednes-

pm to 8:00 pm

Debate Commission. The coalition
of former politicians, educators and
news media ensures there are debates
in each election cycle for statewide
and federal offices.

Walker is survived by her husband,

Funeral arrangements are pending. |

Bexar County and the city  with the added public the end of the decade.
of San Antonio plan to expense. Experts on public  Atlanta, Minnesota and
spend $9 million apiece to  financing of sports stadi- Los An have claimed
buy the 2-year-old, 8,000 ums warn public officials  three of those slots. The | [y Minck Ford
seat stadium. The grou to closely watch the details  fourth expansion slot could Mack Ford. 63, for
that owns the San Antonio  of any deal. g0 to Miami if retired soc- m_ M
Spurs and other profes- “Worst-case scenario, cer star David Beckham Friday, November 27
sional teams in the South you end up in the minor can work out a deal for a : : ‘
Texas city would chip in leagues,” said Bexar Coun-  stadium, the Express-News Arrangements pendi
an additional $3 million ty Judge Nelson Wolff. reported. with Sumast Mem-;'ial G:rs-
o bring the total purchase “We obviously don’t prefer MLS spokesman Dan dens & Funeral Home.
price to $21 million. that.” Courtemanche told the

The plan is to eventually Still, WolfT liked the newspaper that team own- m m
add 10,000 seats and other

their plans in broad terms
at public meetings to buy
Toyota Field and upgrade
It to pursue a professional
soccer team, The San
Antonio Express-News
reported.

As things stand now,
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SYDNEY
Pioneering Aussie footballer
Joe Marston dlgs at 89

Joe Marston, who was the first
Australian to play in an FA Cup final,
has died at the age of 89, Football
Federation Australia said.

The cause was not specified but
Marston had been frail for some
time.

- Marston made- 1 85 S
for Preston North Endm%{)

and 1955, playing in the team’'s 1954
FA Cup final loss to West Bromwich
Albion.

Football Federation Australia
hamed the Joe Marston Medal in his
honor, an award presented annually
to the beéltwﬂnycf in Australia’s A-

A chief executive David Gal-

lop said-Marston warmmm
the 1950s,

fmthllmm of matching
nwﬂl‘hﬂh English first -

upgrades to the stadium,
which have been estimated
at an additional $38 mil-
lhon to $45 million.

If MLS chooses to go
elsewhere, Toyota Field
would continue to host
minor-league soccer, but

— T S —— e —

city’s chances of landing a
team despite the league’s
four expansion slots mostly
slated to go to other cities.
Major League Soccer’s
Commissioner Don Garber
announced in 2013 that the
league planped to expand
from 20 1o 24 teams by

ers will meet in the coming

months and discuss adding Depew received his
more than the 24 teams. Illstl wings on Novﬂnbef 3,

though “it has not been de- 2015,

- - Survivors include his wife
lermined what the timing . .
and process would be.” Bettyand his daughter, Camie

“It’s not a question of Galvan.

~ A memonal service will be
if, but when we expand :
beyond 24.” he said. held December S, at l.m

p.m. at Hill Baptist
Church, 1820 E. 52nd St. in

OTHERDEATIIS

FROM WIRE REPORTS

Odessa. Online condolences
can be made on Facebook at
www. facebook.com/groups/

division.”

BERLIN
Luc Bondy, Swiss opera,
theater director, dies at 67

Luc Bondy, a Swiss opera, theater

and film director who staged pro-

ductions on'renowned stages across
Europe and the United States, has
died. He was 67.

The Odeon Theatre in Paris, where
Bondy last worked, announced his
death Saturday, saying he died of
pneumonia.

The New York Metropolitan Op-
era, mlnobnuuyonltshomepqe

theater productions-in Berlin, Frank- m _
furt, Munich, London and elsewhere Jonimerle Thomas, 94, of
in Europe.

Midiand, passed a on
Saturday, Novenh:'.YZS

Gerrv B Li IOIS_mOma.Scmn
ITy Byrne, ex-Liverpool “Pickle
defender, dies at 77 lm,.ﬁ,‘;"_d P Home &

LIVERPOOL — Byrnew.ho i B an e

theformer
withahroken

momFA CL He was TI
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at Leeds 2-1 to win its first
ACm-‘ .
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prohibits the attorney gen-
eral’s office from receiving
any benefit from someone
the attorney general could
regulate in some way.
Paxton is accused of de-
ceiving wealthy investors
by helping persuade them
to put more than $100,000
into tech startup Servergy
Inc. without revealing that
he was being paid by the
company.

The alleged fraud
occurred while he was
serving in the Texas Leg-
islature.

LOVELADY
Suicides, attempted
- suicides up in
Texas prisons

Suicides in Texas prisons
have risen between the last
seven full years, a trend

summons scofflaws

Didn’t show up for jury
duty? A few judges are
talkking tough about fines or
follow-up orders demand-
ing an explanation.

The Waco Tribune-Her-
ald reported some counties
see the majority of sum-
moned jurors fail to show
up to court. In McLennan
County, where Waco is lo-
cated, the average no-show
rate is 70 percent. In Tay-
lor County, where Abilene
Is located, the no-show rate
is 75 percent.

State District Judge Matt
Johnson of Waco says
fining no-shows “is a real
possibility if people who
are capable of serving dis-
regard a jury summons.”

He and another Waco
judge say they're planning
to issue writs of attach-
ment or show-cause orders
for potential jurors who
Ignore summons, starting
in January. Both require
jury scofflaws to appear in
court with an explanation.

By Lindsey Bahr

Associated Press

LOS ANGE _ES — De-
spite some mighty compe-
tition, Katniss and her crew
dominated the box office
Once again.

“The Hunger Games:
Mockingjay — Part 2"
held on to its first-place
spot 1n its second weekend
in theaters, earning $51.6
million to top “The Good
Dinosaur” and “Creed,”
which both debuted
Wednesday, according
to Rentrak estimates on
Sunday.

The fourth and final
installment in Lionsgate's
highly successful series
has grossed $198.3 million
to date.

Audiences had their pick
of genres over the crowded
Thanksgiving weekend.
Disney and Pixar’s ani-
mated dinosaur movie took
second place, bringing
in $39.2 million Friday
through Sunday, while
“Creed,” a new entry into
the Rocky Balboa canon,
came in third with $30.]
million.

Families accounted for
79 percent of “The Good
Dinosaur’s” audience. The
film, which cost a reported
$175 million to $200 mil-
lion to produce, grossed
$55.6 million in its first
five days in theaters.

“This Pixar group has
just been so consistent with
high-quality storytelling
that appeals to all audienc-
es. This weekend’s result
is another testament to the
way they do things,” said
Dave Hollis, executive vice
president of distribution
for Disney. “We are off and
running in a great way and
also set up for a very, very
long run.”

“Creed,” meanwhile,
came out swinging. The
critically acclaimed Ryan
Coogler-directed film
focuses on the character of
Apollo Creed’s son, Adon-
is (Michael B. Jordan) who
wants his own shot in the
ring with the help of Rocky
(Sylvester Stal-
lone). The film cost $35
million to make and has
earned $42.6 million over
five days.

Its audience has been
25, avoanling 1o dui

; to
“This is a movie that

MYM Mi{;o

do well in the big markets
~ and even the
markets, but the small

‘Hunger Game

and Jeffrey Collins
Associated Press

BLACK MOUNTAIN.
N.C. — Robert Lewis

-Dear, the suspect inthe
deadly Planned Parenthood

- IinCI. o Sori
several run-ins with police
and lived in different re-
mote cabins and trailers in
North and South Carolina
and Colorado.

Here's what is known
about the 57-year-old
suspect:

do byesbtorw e
ey by o

A law enforcement offi-
cial said Dear made a com-
ment about “no more baby
parts” after his arrest. That
official could not elaborate
and spoke on condition
of anonymity because the
official was not authorized
to speak publicly about the
ongoing investigation.

Planned Parenthood said
witnesses said the gun-
man was motivated by his
opposition to abortion, but
Dear’s neighbors in North
Carolina said they never
heard him talk about it.

Colorado Springs Police
Chief Peter Carey said
nvestigators are still tak-
ing witness statements and
that the investigation is
complicated.

“There are a lot of mov-
ing parts,” he said.

Has he been in

-

before?

Dear has had sev-
eral run-ins with police. In

P .
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This photo provided by Li @ shows, Liam Hemsworth, left,
as Gale Hawthorne, Sam , back left, as Finnick Odair, Evan
Ross, back right, as Messalia, and Jennifer Lawrence, right, as

Katniss Everdeen, in the film, “The Hunger

Games: Mockingjay -

Part 2" The movie opened in U.S. theaters on Nov. 20

markets were just fantas-
tic,” said Jeffrey Goldstein,
executive vice president of
domestic distribution for
Warner Bros. “The boxing
element really resonates.”

Paul Dergarabedian,
senior media analyst for
Rentrak, said the indie sen-
sibilities, critical response
and stellar cast has made
“Creed” the movie to see
right now.

“This is a movie that's
going to go the distance,”
Dergarabedian said.

James Bond film “Spec-
tre,” with $12.8 million,
and “The Peanuts Movie,"
with $9.7 million, rounded
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Psaim 119:105
Your word is a lamp to my feet and a
light to my path.

out the top five.

“Victor Frankenstein”
was not so lucky. The $40
million revival of Mary
Shelley’s monster classic,
starming James McAvoy
and Daniel Radcliffe,
proved lifeless in theaters.
earning just $2.35 million
from Friday to Sunday.

Awards hopeful “The
Danish Girl,” starring Ed-
diec Redmayne as the trans-
gender artist Lili Elbe, alSo
opened in four theaters
with a solid $185,000.

No records were broken
this Thanksgiving week-
end, but that’s more of a
sign of a crowded slate
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Associated Press

Investigators search an area where Robert Lewis Dear lived, far left, near the town of Hartsel. Colo.
Saturday. Dear is a Suspect in Friday's deadly shooting at a Planned Parenthood clinic in Colorado

Springs, Colo.

1997, his then-wife said
he hit her and pushed her
out a window after locking
her out of their home. A
neighbor accused him of
peering into her home,
but a Peeping Tom charge
against Dear was dismissed
a month after it was filed.
Police also were called
to his home after his neigh-
bor’s dog was shot with a
pellet gun.

Where is he from?

Dear lived for years in a
cabin that had no electric-
Ity or running water in the
North Carolina mountains.
about 15 miles west of
Asheville. There were “no
respassing  signs at the
property and at a trailer in
the nearby town of Swan-

————— o i . . T— — e

s’ beats ‘Good Dinosaur,’

than the health of the box
office, Dergarabedian said
“Rankings are not as
important this weekend
as how these films can
play for the long haul,” he
said. | haven’t seen this
crowded of a marketplace
In years. ... | don’t know
how anyone would have
lime to see everything.”

Estimated ticket sales
for Fnday through Sunday
at U.S. and Canadian the
aters, according to Rentrak
Where available, the latest
International numbers for
Friday through Sunday
are also included. Final
domestic figures will be
released Monday.

|.*“The Hunger Games
Mockingjay — Part 2.°
$51.6 million ($62 milhion

. international )

Y

Landscape & Water Features that Conserve Water,

Outdoor Rooms, Low VohaE Ltghtigg SEtems ’ m*hnkllnblg.cnm

The average human will shed 40 pounds of skin in a lifetime.
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A Virginia law requires all bathtubs to be kept inside the house.

Are you concerned abot your water! You should be

nanoa.
He had also lived in

a double-wide trailer in
South Carolina, and public
records show he purchased
land about a year ago in
the town of Hartsel, Colo-
rado, about 60 miles west

of Colorado Springs.
What do who
know him about
him?

Those who know him
say Dear liked to keep to
himself and didn’t it 1n.

“He was one who didn't
hang around. He didn’t like
to sit around having con-
versation with anybody.”
said Jeff Owens. whose
sister had been mamed to
Dear and had a son with
him

2 “The Good Dinosaur.”
$39.2 million ($28.7 mil
llon international ).

3."Creed.” $30.1 milhon
($2.3 million interna-
lional)

4."Spectre.” S12.K
milhion ($30.4 million
international )

5."The Peanuts Movie.”
9.7 milhon

Owens, who lives in
Georgetown County 1n
South Carolina, said Dear
“had a big bark™ and had
been rough on his sister.
He wouldn’t elaborate.

Neighbors who live
near Dear’s former South
Carolina home say he hid
food 1n the woods as if he
was a survivalist and said
he lived off selling prints
of his uncle’s paintings of
Southern plantations and
the Masters gulf tourna-
ment

In Hartsel, a neighbor
sard Dear once gave him a
pamphlet opposing Presi-
dent Barack Obama

“He didn’t talk about
them or anything. He just
sard. "Look them over
when you get a chance.™
Zigmond Post said

‘Creed’ at box office

6 " The Night Before.”
K. 2 milhon

/" The Secret In Thenr
Eyes.” $4.5 mulhon

X."Spothght.” $4 5 mil
Lhon

Y "Brooklyn.” $3. 8 mil
lion

10."The Martian.” $3 3
milhion (551 4 milhon
international)
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= Jeapeds & Petticoats

« CHRISTMAS IS HERE!!! “
. DONATE 10 ITEMS TO THE FOOD BANK =
= AND RECEIVE 10% OFF YOUR PURCHASE!™

Premie to size 10 -
Toys-Gifts-Baby Shower Registries =
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L}

FRAN!L(E‘I"ﬁ:%:é"ETA'GE
~—  LANDSCAPING

“Serving West Texas Since 1981"

685-3521

Waste Water

chemicals.

Laboratones

3211 W. Wadley Ave.

432.682.KIDS(7368) '“:
30 _lollow usion Facebook '[i! ,

* Eco-Friendly Alternative To A

Salt Type Water Softener

* Removes Chlorine & Chloramines!

* Whole House Filter Uses No Salt and Does Now

* Removes bad taste and odors

* Clean. filtered water emerges from every water
SOUrce In your home.

. w_hm without the use of salt or

* System Tested and Certitied by Underwniters

* Healthy great tasting dnnking water No more
buying bottled water

* This system will pay for itself many times over

The price | paid for this system and the lack of maintenance required weighed
* far better than a water softener and adding sait on a regular basis.
lﬂwﬂwbmhrﬂ

Good Technologies,u.c €<

Healthy Water Systems

Call For A FREE Estimate: 432-699-2312
www.BoodTechnologles.Biz

-Bettye S. Midland, TX

“As Seen On Dr. 07"




@ Tall City VFW Post 7208, 1303
bingo games 7 p.m.
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911 W. Texas Ave. For more informa-
ton. call 682-28565

Expenence Works hosts a job fair
for workers 55 and older 9 a.m.-noon
:.wu mw
Room138. The focuses on
people who desire 10 new skills
For more information, call toll free
855-307-1171, or emall iz_ocox @

XPOreNCOWOrks.org.
Community Calendar

B The Texas Tech University
Health Sciences Center at the Perm-
an Basin Department of Psychiatry
will host a lunch and learn 10 offer tips
10 deal with holiday blues and stress.
The event is noon Nov. 30 at Midland
Memorial Hospital, Conference
Center, 400 Rosalind Redlern Grover
Parkway

Lunch will be provided. To RSVP
call 620-1023.

B A ceremony celebrating the
Victims Memorial Tree 1o honor loved
ones and men and women in uniform
will take place at 1:30 p.m. Tuesday at
Midiand County Public Library Cen-
tennial branch, 2503 W. Loop 250.

The event is sponsored by the
Midiand Victims Coalition.

B Domino's owners Jim and
Cassie Gerety will be raising money
for St. Jude's Children’s Research by
accepting donations from customers.

The Domino's traller will be at
3310 W. lllinois Ave. 4-6 p.m. Tuesday
selling $3 medium cheese and pep-
peroni pizzas. $1 from every pizza
soid will be donated 10 St. Jude's,
according 10 a press release.

Also, the pizza restaurant delv-
ered dinner 10 nearly 200 people a
Breaking Bread Kitchen and Genesis
Center on Wednesday

B Midiand Archeological
will meet 7 p.m. Thursday at Sibley
Nature Center

The speaker is 10 be Evans Turpin
of iraan, who is a charier member
of the iraan Archeological Society, a
member of the Texas Archeological
Society and Pecos County Historical
Commussion and i a volunteer arche-
ology steward for the Texas Historical
Commission. His presentation will be
on pictograph icons in West Texas

B Casa de Amigos’' second
annual Festival of Trees Mariach
Christmas Party is set for 4-6 p.m
Saturday at the Midiand County Pub-
ic Library Centennial branch, 2503 W
Loop 250. Admission is free. For more
nformation, call 682-9701

Christmas Parade

The city's Parks and Recreation
Omision 1S now accepting entres for
the 2015 Christimas Parade, which
will begin at 6:30 p.m. Dec. 12 in

Don Evans, former secretary of commerce under Pres.

George W. Bush,

leum Assotiation's monthly membership luncheon on Sept. 19, 2013 at the Petroleum Club.

Cumare
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tax 1s fairer and more effective
than the alternatives for cutting
carbon emissions. Heads of state

' from 155 countries will pledge

carbon reductions, but they will do
it through dozens of complicated
schemes that will be worse for
business than a tax.

“You just want the reduction
overall, let the technology, the
market and others figure out how

' to get there,” Marvin Odum,

president of Shell Oil Co., said at a
symposium hosted by the Univer-
sity of Houston and sponsored by
the Chronicle. “A tax (i1s some-
thing) you can see and feel/in a
way, know what it’s going to be,

. and you have a number.”

Many Texans will be surprised
that a top executive at one of the
world’s largest o1l companmies

. publicly acknowledges climate

downtown Midland The theme is “Into _
| transparent tax to accomplish that

. goal. But all of the super-major
the MLK Jr. Community Center, 2300 |

the Future: Christimas 2115
Registration forms are available at

Butternut Lané; Parks & Recreation
Division office, 2701 W. Elizabeth; or
al www midiandtexas gov/Christmas
Compieted forms may be dropped off
or mailed 10 the MLK Jr. Community
Center, emailed 10 Joey Jolly at ja-
olly @ midiandiexas. gov or faxed with
the subject line “Christmas Parade” 10
685-7380

For more informaton, call 685-
1379

What's on the radio

News talk

B KCRS (AM 550)

6-9 a.m. The Morning Drive with
Robert Halimark and Kurt Verie:

9-11 am. Lynn Woolley

11 am.-2 p.m. Rush Limbaugh

2-5 p.m Dave Ramsey

56 p.m_ Local news reports

6-9 p.m. Roger Hedgecock

9-mednight Hugh Hewntt

Midnight-6 a.m_Coast 1o Coast
with George Noory

Web: hitp-//'www_newstalkkcrs com

B KXWEL (AM 1070, FM 107 1)
+ 6-10 a.m. Morning Show with
Craig Anderson

10 a.m.-noon, Hermah Cain

Noon-2 p.m. Glenn Beck

2-5 p.m. Sean Hannity

Sport talk

B KMND (AM 1510

69 a.m. Mike and Mike in the
Morning

8 am -noon Dan Le Batard Show

Noon-3 p.m. The Dan Patrick
Show

Other options

B Contemporary Christian: KFRI
(FM 88.7), KLVW (FM 90.5)

B NPR KOCV (FM 91.3

Midiand County Tax Assessor/
Collector

21T0N."A" St

8am. 105 pm Monday through

8am. 105 p.m. Monday through

Friday
699-4991

Department of Public Ssfety
Driver's License Office

2405 South Loop 250 West

8 am. 10 5 p.m. Monday and
Wednesday through Friday

8 a.m. 10 6 p.m. on Tuesdays
982100

Today in history

) Nov. 30, the
nndmnmm
loft in the year.-

o8 S e oo
mens — Defler known as Mark Twain
— was borr in Florida, Missouri.

change, supports reducing carbon
emissions, and wants a simple and

oil companies agree with the vast
majority of climdte scientists and
world leaders who have concluded
that humans are warming the
planet by burning fossil fuels —
and something must be done about
i

Unfortunately, few of the world
leaders attending the Paris meeting
have the political stomach to agree
to binding, uniform and verifiable
programs.

The resulting hodgepodge of
regulations, trading schemes
and indirect taxes will create a
nightmarish business climate.

In anticipation of some kind of
financial penalty for producing
carbon, most companies for years
have been imposing a carbon tax
on themselves when evaluating
the merits of projects and would
be happy to see such a tax become
reality.

“It's actually pretty common
now amongst most of the major
companies, applying that sort of
sensitivity or test,” Odum said. “It
does shift to a degree some of the

projects we invest in.”
Exxon Mobil’s CEO Rex Til-

lerson also has imposed an internal

carbon tax and has publicly called
for a fee on carbon since 2009,
which he would like to see returmeg
to consumers rather than go into
government coffers.

The nonpartisan Citizens’
Chmate Lobby, which has 300
chapters, is lobbying for just such a
dividend plan, which they don’t call
a tax because the money doesn 't
end up with the government.

Under the lobby’s proposal,
governments would agree on
how much less carbon they want
released and calculate a fee high
enough to discourage emissions.
Experts estimate a price between
$25 and $8S5 per ton of carbon will
lower emissions enough to slow
climatechange.

The problem is that poor people
will suffer more than the rich be-
cause a higher proportion of their in-
come is spent on energy. That's why
the money needs to be redistributed
to taxpayers as a dividend that they

MRT file photo

greets then-Attorney General Greg Abbott after introducing him during the Permian Basin Petro-

can use to pay the higher energy
costs — or save energy and spend
the dividend on something else —
agree is the more likely outcome.
higher costs of production, will

become more efficient or develop

alternative energy technologies, said
Bill Bray, a member of the lobby
from The Woodlands who recently
retired after 33 years working on tax
policy at Exxon Mobil.

“It changes behavior both on the
consumption side and on the invest-
ment side, which is a big reason the
oil majors are supporting pricing
carbon and a revenue-neutral carbon
tax.” Bray said.

A carbon fee can also be levied
using existing tax infrastructure,
Environmental Protection Agency
spends billions enforcing new
regulations, and systems that place
a cap on emissions and then allow
companies to trade pollution nights
are notoriously unpreictable, com-
plicated and expensive to operate.

FLowinG
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population growth, nsing

. with the ude of U.S. oil
| production and earnipgs.

But Houston added
just 19,000 jobs in the 12

. months that ended in Oc-
| tober, well below previous

| boom years, including the

year before October 2014,
when the job count rose by
1 14,000, according to the
Burcau of Labor Statis-
tics. Home sales sank 10
percent in October, one of
the region’s first signifi-
cant signs of stress and the

. sharpest decline in local

home sales in four years.
And the Port of Houston
Authority expects steel
trade to fall 11 percent next

| year, on top of a 17 percent
decline 1in 2015

Avoiding deep slump

Gilmer expects Houston
to add another 25,000 jobs
next year — slow growth
given the region’s size and
historical growth rate, but
nowhere near the losses
of the national recession
in 2009, when 114,000
Houston jobs were lost. All
told, oil companies have
cut 233,000 yobs around
the world since the price
slump began, according to
Swift Worldwide Re-
sources.

It’s not all bad. In auto
sales, Houston had its
best month in 15 yeags in
September, as low gaso-
line prices — a result of
cheaper crude — helped
draw buyers. And Hous-
ton's health care sector has
remained a vibrant spot for
job seekers.

So far, Houston has been
able to avoid the deep eco-
nomic sl that occurred
in the mid- 1980s oil bust,

-| and will likely stay out of
| recession

through the cur-
rent oil downturn. That's
in large because of an
influx of copstruction
amid.$50 billion in

ning
and petrochemical plant in-

vestments on the east side

“of Houston — the capital

about 200 office buildings .

downtown.

Cheap oil and natural
gas benefit those industries
because it reduces their
costs for fuel and raw
maltenal.

By 2017, however, the
construction jobs will start
o evaporate as plants are
completed.

And much of the
regional economy still
depends on hometown ol
producers, because they
decide how much to spend
on equipment and exper-
tise from the industry's
largest employer, oil field
services. The British bank
Barclays expects North
American drilling budgets
to shrink by about $18.9
billion next year, on top
of this year’'s $68.2 billion
capital spending cut.

Much debt in distress

In the early days of
the downturn, oil bosses
touted efficiency gains in
drilling rigs and hydraulic
fracturing that some of
them believed would let oil
companies c
out higher levels of oil
even as drilling rigs were
sidelined. But the industry
has learngd better, and is in

From 1A

. pinching eompanies are

more likely to audit their
supplies.

“Anywhere you got oil,
and you got oil companies,
you're going 1o have theft.
That's just the nature of the
beast,” said Midland Coun-
ty Sheriff Gary Painter, who
often handles two or three
oil thefts each month. “Now
that the drilling’s stopped.
or slowed down drasti-
cally, we're having people
that have been accustomed
to bringing in $6,000 to
$10,000 a month. Now
they 've bought all their
toys — their boats and their
trucks — but have no way
to pay for them, so they've
resorted to stealing.”

His office is part of the
FBl-led Oil Field Theft
Task Force, established in
2008 to fight such Permian
Basin crime at the federal
level.

Plenty of oil pilfering
goes unreported, so guanti-
fying the problem fs tricky.
But the Energy Security
Council, a Houston-based
security group, estimates
thieves took |-3 percent
of the roughly 700 million
barrels Texas
in 2013. If accurate, theft
would have bled up to $2.1
billion from producers that
year.

Theft schemes range in
complexity.

“You almost have to know
what's happening and be
right there when it does.”

In South Texas’ Eagle
Ford Shale, Lewis Energy
did just that — twice this
year, teaming up with lo-
cal authorities to nab two
groups of alleged criminals
in the act on sites near
Cotulla.

But such instances are
incredibly rare, said Mike
Peters, the company's
global security manager.

One set of arrests came
on an early moming in
May, as a tanker that looked
like a wastewater tanker
was pulling out of well
site. A crew had first used
a scout vehicle to check the
location and then act as sur-
veillance as the tanker —
which had no water-hauling
permit — guzzled some
| 50 barrels of oil, Peters
said. Thieves had taken a
total of 700 barrels over the
course of a month.

The feds took up the
case, which resulted in
four arrests. Those charged
could each be facing a 10-
year prison sentence.

In a September case, a
man driving a legitimate
oil tanker for a gathering

y was arrested

compan
after ll?u:lly taking 185
barrels of Lewis Energy oil

and selling it for a fraction
of its t price, Peters
said.

But because the federal
task force — with its huge
workload — did not take
up that case, authorities
could only the man
with a stawe jail Y,
which carries a sentence
of just six months to two
years in a state jail.

Stealing oil and sneak-

iﬁ into pipelines
often involves spraw
networks of criminals.
teams of mules, lookouts

and launderers are not
all that different from

drug traders, experts say.

e Pt soums it ¢
mmm
oil from the well that pro-
duced it.

Sut oil from multiple

wells often gets mixed
together, making forensic
tests near impossible and
stalling investigations.

Law enforcement officials
say strengthening criminal
penalties would give offi-
cials more tools to attack the
networks from all angles.

House Bill 3291 would
have created a second-
degree felony for any-
one caught “recklessly”
possessing, purchasing,
moving or selling oil or
gas without proper Texas
permits.

Such felonies carry up to
20 years in prison.

But Abbott nixed the
legislation, calling it un-
necessarily harsh.

“Theft of oil and gas is a
serious problem facing one
of our state’s most vital in-
dustries. Those responsible
should be prosecuted to the
fullest extent of the law,” he
wrote in his veto message.
But the bill’s “overly broad
language,” he added, cre-
ties for conduct that may
have nothing to do with
theft of oil and gas™ — like
mere faulty papérwork.

“Apparently, it was the
governor himself who did

not like it. The staff itself
signed off on it,” said Zaf-
firini, who was disappoint-
ed with the veto but called
Abbott's careful reading of
the bill “refreshing.”

Advocates hope simply
swapping the word “reck-
lessly” in the bill for “in-
tentionally or knowingly”
participating in theft will
alleviate the governor’s
concems.

They may not know for
sure, however, until the
next bill lands on his desk
in 2017. -

At the hearing
mm*gm
Attorney General
Paxton's office to

and
T
said. -
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in the here and now that is
a direct result of changing
climgte.”
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If U.S. crude pni

remain under a barrel
next year, 37 of the largest
U.S. shale drillers would run
a combined cash flow deficit
of $13.6 billion, leaving
more than a dozen of them
with strained balance sheets,
And bond investors have
signaled that 42 percent of
the $205 billion in high-
interest debt that drillers

will default on 14 percent
of those bonds  ver the next
year, nearly triple this year's
default rate

Further, any hope that
shale drillers can cut costs
indefinitely have been
dashed. Ol field service
costs have come down 20
percen’ 0 30 percent this
yezs, but analysts say new,
cheaper drilling-rig con-
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Smaothe cold num-
bers on warming
since 1997:

B The West Antarctic
and Greenland ice sheets
have lost 5.5 trillion tons
of ice, or S trillion metric
tons, according to Andrew
Shepherd at the University
of Leeds, who used NASA
and European satellite

B The five-year average

Celsius.
3-97 and

2011-15, according to.the
U.S. National Oceanic and

:

H

sity of Colorado.
At its low point during
the summer, the Arctic sea
ice is on average 820,000
square miles smaller than

g
Snow and Ice Data Center.
That’s a loss equal in
area 1o Texas, California,
Montana, New Mexico and
B The five deadliest
heat waves of the past

century — in Europe in

Please see EARTH/7A |

“If you're not maintaining
production and the develop-
ment of reserves, in many
respects you're going into

‘Cyclical business’

Still, shale’s dynamics
will attract plenty of capital
ONCe Prices recover.

Onshore shale wells can
be drilled within a matter of
days, much faster than con-
ventional wells offshore or
in remote regions on land.
That means shale drillers
can respond fastest to oil-
market signals and could
be the marginal sources of
crude supplies — the ones
that can gear up quickly to
meet new demand.
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Hearing Test!

Whether it's a grandchild’s first words or a business introduc-
tion, some things just can’t be repeated. GENIUS™ technology
from Miracle-Ear clears away distracting background noise
and helps you focus in on what's important. GENIUS™ tech-
nology lets you and your hearing care professional customize

~ your experience, so you can find a hearing solution that works

Audiotone Pro Special Price

Call TODAY for your RISK FREE Trial & FREE Hearn
Evaluation During Our Special Hi ’ *

THIS WEEK ONLY!

Miracle-Ear Center Miracle-Ear Center

Midland

3001 W Loop 250 North, C-121

Midland, TX 79705

432-272-8895

www.Miracle-Ear-MidlandTX.com

432-272-8889
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Odessa

2508 N. Granadview Aver

(Odessa
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www.Miracle-Ear-Odessa con

We are a proud sponsor of the Miracle-Ear Foundatlon Gift of
Sound program. We make a donation for every purchase to
help local children and adults hear better!
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B Public mental health system is
overloaded

bamacare expanded health insur-
ance to millions of Americans. But
what good is insurance if there are
no doctors available to treat them?

This month, | found out, first hand. |
saw a woman falling through the cracks of
the new health-care system, :1id | tried to
help her.

The woman — let’s call her Isabella —
is a naturalized U.S. citizen and house-
keeper for a friend of mine. A few weeks
ago, Isabella began having what seemed
to be debilitating panic attacks. She was
unable to work. She stopped eating. She
would frequently burst into tears. She said
she thought things would be easier if she
were dead. She called at all hours ask-
ing for advice. During previous episodes,
she had gone to the emergency room
or paid doctors out of pocket who gave
her prescriptions with no counseling for
medicines such as Xanax that provided
temporary relief at best. She badly needed
mental-health treatment — and there was
none available.

Obamacare provides mental-health
“parity,” meaning mental health is cov-
ered as well as any other condition — In
theory, an important advance. But in prac-
tice, parity was meaningless for Isabella.
She is enrolled in one of the CareFirst

holiday.

d ycal

deeply

That was a close one.
Thankful that after a lifetime of not

watch a primary debate”

lexas justice less of an oxymoron.

L1on I'L'l.llllfl..“i

ferson Davis

moral foundation as a result.

lestament.

them as “agncultural tounsts.”

use it

Midland
Reporter-

OPINION EXTRA
Offering up a bit
of thanks with spice

Thn column probably finds you stuffed with turkey leftovers,

Obamacare’s mental-health measure has problems

Isabella could seé a social worker now and Obamacare aime< ©© improve this woe-
mental-health

Isabella will
that she needs — and

CareFirst will reimburse her for it
result.

But that's hardly

Wmmm&dmm ful system by
luck, the treatment

more luck,

reassuring
Isabella wouldn't have found psychiatric
without two educated, connected

.

parity. But

persistent advocates her.
(After | made an inquiry for this column,
BlueCross BlueShield from the 's Center offered to see Isabella, but
Obamacare exchange, but when my friend mw.)mﬂm'umwu-oﬂ. y
and | searched for within 30 well-educated or well-connected and you  a group of 800 mental-health .
miles of Washington that take her plan, start hearing voices in your head te * Now, “you have insurance but you don't
the CareFirst returned none. you to shoot people — but you are told by  really have access to these services
Next, we took Isabella to Metro Im- plwelﬂﬂplwethalnodoctmisanlhbﬁ: because these services aren’t readily
nndlm&annyCm,mm;em-cm [omyw? available.”
clinic; after a two-hour wait, a doctor said One of those we asked for help with Isa-  Thankfully, a biparti in Con-
“I can’t do anything for you.” A nurse bella was my college friend John Santopi- Feuinryingto mm
provided a list of psychiatrists who, we etro, a psychiatrist who is chief clinical of-  Families in Mental Health Crisis Act,” in-

learned after calling them, also didn’t take

her insurance.

We tried various other places experts
suggested: The 35 K Street Clinic: No
good, because Isabella lives in Maryland,
's Center, a commu-
group, and the Psychiatric
Institute of Washington: Both said they higher
weren't taking new patients. The Wom-
en’s Center, a mental-health counseling

not the District. Mary
nity health-care

t, said the same but offered to put  pietro said, and those who do “often get
Isabella on a lengthy wait list. bounced around in a system that leaves
Finally, we found ing called them feeling misunderstood, stigmatized,

Holy Health Care Services, which said

nursing Black Friday wounds — both physical and finangial
— and saying goodbye to family and friends visiting for the

Thanksgiving is about taking stock and celebrating our blessings
with a sappy gratitude that many Americans can onfy muster once

b
So. before it’s all over, 1'd like to offer up a little thanks of my
own. albeit with more spice than your average Turkey Day spread.
| apologize in advance for any indigestion that may cause.
As a Houstonian, a Texan and an American, this year, | am

Thankful to the Texas State Guard for saving us from Jade Helm.

particularly loving Blue Bell
ice cream, | finally have a good reason to avoid the stuff.

Thankful that Donald Trump has turned presidential politics into
a redlity TV show. How else can you get millions of Americans to

Thankful for what security means in Texas: Syrian refugees are
banned. but | can still take my gun to the zoo.
Thankful that lawmakers passed grand jury reform, making

Thankful that when there wasn't enough evidence to retry Alfred
Dewayne Brown for the murder of a Houston police officer, pros-
ccutors did the right thing. Brown walked free — as the Constitu-

L

Thankful that the eyes upon me when | walk through the six
pack at UT no longer include those of Confederate President Jef-

Thankful that gay marriage has been legal for five months now
and not a single traditional marriage has been uprooted from its

Thankful that three sources of Texan pride are still standing: the
Astrodome, the Texas Dream Act and Ted Cruz’s ego.
Thankful that some refugee-loving Christians have read the New

Thankful that an ill-informed McGraw-Hill textbook writer who
referred to slaves as “workers from Africa” did not instead refer to

Thankful that even though some Americans don’t understand or
enjoy satire, they are willing to fight to-the death for my night to

Thankful that in this world of aggregated news and intellectual
silos, there dre still people who pay money to be exposed daily to
diverse facts and perspectives, which may provoke surprise and
discomfort. Thank you, newspaper readers.

Thankful for my friends and family and that my Starbucks cup,
no matter what the holiday design looks like, is half full.

— Lisa Falkenberg
Houston Chronicle
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From the Left | Doonesbury

- said her experience

is typical

between 60

But only about 40

brushed aside.”

ficer for behavioral health in the Carolinas
HealthCare System in Charlotte, N.C. He

One in five of us needs mental-health
treatment at any given time, and for those
who get good care, the recovery rate is
percent and 80 percent —
than in many other medical fields.
percent of the people
who need treatment get any help, Santo-

troduced by Rep. (and psychologist) Tim

Murphy, R-Pa., and Rep. (and psychiatric
nurse) Eddie Bernice Johnson, D-Texas,

165 co-sponsors and has. ¢
commerce subcommittee. Similar legisla-
tion by Sens. Chris Murphy, D-Conn., and
Bill Cassidy, R-La., attempts to expand
the mental-health workforce.

Both could close the gap between what
Obamacare promises and what those
needing mental-health treatment actually
receive.

Is it ‘illegal’ or ‘undocumented’’

B Congressional Hispanics offer hollow
advocacy

Y ear ye, hear ye. Let it henceforth be known
that the honorable members of the Con-

gressional Hi_mirfcaucus do not sanction
the word “illegals.” Fiiey prefer the term “undocu-
mented.”

For my part, | never use “illegals™ as a noun,
and | often use “undocumented.” Not because it's
politically correct, but, because in the context of
some sentences, it seems grammatically correct.
Still, I also use another phrase the language police
on the left find troubling: “illegal immigrant.”

What is really ing is that all 26 members
of the caucus — who an annual salary of
$174,000 to work an average of 137 legislative
days — don’t fight more important battles. It’s
also telling that they're all Democrats because
Republicans aren’t welcome, and it’s a problem
that the members appear to think their chief duty
isn't to serve Hispanics but to protect the Demo-
cratic Party.

We know about the language preference because
of what was apparently a disastrous meeting
between Hispanic lawmakers and NBC News
President Deborah Turness. From what I've read.
the crayon box of this tc;P executive at the pea-
cock network is short a few colors. And she likely
flunked “Hispanics 101.”

The meeting came about because lawmakers
were upset that, a few weeks ago, Donald Trump
hosted NBC's “Saturday Night Live.” The stunt
made for good ratings but it still wasn’t a good
choice. Leadership requires uniting people, and
Trump is all about dividing therg. His oapmtunis-
tic demagoguery isn't just reserved for Hispanics
anymore.

For instance, Muslim-Americans don’t seem all
that amused by his toying with the Big Brother-
ish idea of placing their names and addresses in a
government-run registry. A reporter asked about
the concept, but Trump made it his own.

And, in an outburst that should outright dis-
qualify him from the presidency, Trump even
dredged up moldy “truther” conspiracies and split
Americans between those who think that George
W. Bush protected the country after the horrible
events of Sept. 11, 2001, and those who think that
Bush & Co. knew about the attacks beforehand

and did nothing to nw
During Watergate, White House Counsel
John Dean famously described the cover-up as a
“cancer on the presidency.” Well, Trump’s candi-
dacy is a cancer in pursuit of the presidency.
Meanwhile, take it from someone who has been

F
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offering analysis and commentary on national tele-
vision for 20 years, Turness is hardly alone in her
ignorance. The presidents of the news divisions at
most of the networks seem to live in a black-and-
white world, and more often a white-and-white
world. Hispanics are an afterthought — if we're
lucky. We're invited on to talk about immigration.
But when the topic is education, Synan refugees
or policing and public safety, the bookers usually
call someone else.

What got Tumess in hot water during the meet-
ing though was her poor choice of words and
the fact that — as is so often the case both with
elected officials and those who cover them in the
media — her ignorance came with a side order of
arrogance. Not a good combination.

First, according to Politico, Turness used “il-
legals” as a noun when discussing a story the
network did about Pope Francis comforting a
young girl whe <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>