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Concernmg the Matter of Remembermg

ByJOM

Ramembermg becomes a weighty matter when viewed in the
light of the seriptures.. From them we learn that in the ability to
remember lies a moral* ibility. “R ber now thy Creator
in the day of thy youth,”” is an admonition that ean not be disre-
garded without moral injury being inflicted on the youth of the land.
All about us is the painful evidence of the deplorable harm that is
being |wrought by ignoring that ‘wholesome precept. Many young
people forget to remember their Creator and in the forgetting their
moral and spiritudl natures ‘are seriously impaired. God does not
hold them guiltless when they forget to keep His honor in mind. The
forgetting in no sense annuls the command which orders them to re-
member their Creator.

There are, however, oth¢r aspects of this matter that I desire to
briefly consider. Failing to remember to do right is not confined
to immature youth. Many Christians of mental maturity, are exer-
cising the faculty of forgetting to their religious detriment, When
we ‘‘forget to do gdod and to'communicate,”’ our sympathy contracts
and our selfishness expands. For that reason, we are earnestly ex-
horted to ‘‘remember them that are in bonds, as bound with them
and them which suffer adversity as being yourselves also in the
body.”” It seems that it is easy to forget the sick or thpse who are
bound by physical disabilities. It does not seem difficult to forget
that, even in the South, there are multitudes held in hard conditions
by the strange workings of our industrial system. Now the seripture
that I have quoted is from Paul, who certainly believed in salvation
by grace. Yet he strongly pleads that we remember to do what is
now termed ‘‘Social Service”” He does not tell us how we are to
render this service. But he évidently means that we are to plan this
scripture beneath a crimson ieross and diligently labor for the social
amelioration of the people. We do contend against the nefarious
liquor traffic. But we are .@'lsn to remember that there are other
iniquitous traffies which should be inhibited.

Surely there is in this scripture a plea for us to remember the
unemployed and to give to them all'reasonable assistance in procur-
ing work. To say that there are some who will not work, is to make
a statement which is incapable of |cooling the feverish anxieties of
the millions of unemployed men. When a recent writer makes that
statement with the obvious intention of absolving the Baptists from
the obligation to remember the distress of the unemployed, I am
convinced that he is making a wvain attempt to evade the nation’s
most serious problem. The fact that some men will not work does

not settle the dust raised by the lame and weary feet of the thousands
who would work.

The words of Grover Cleveland are now pemnent for we are
““dealing with a situation and not a theory.” Hungry men want
bread; and we will make but little spiritual progress in preaching
Christ, the invisible bread, to men whose families are without the
visible bread that sustains physical life. The awful cry of hungry
children sounding in the ears of suffering parents, will distract their
attention in the most winning service that could be held. By ‘‘im-
plication,”” at least, the seriptures recognize that fact. It is time then
to see that when millions of men are forced out of employment and
into a condition where they must loudly clamor for bread, that the
moral principles of the cross have not been rightly applied in the
industries of this country. That we should have pampered million-
aires and pallid face paupers in this productive land, indicates that
some one has deprived the laborer of his just wages. The Apostle
James has a scathing word on that kind of dealing. It would seem
that James’ words are severe enough to arouse the dormant memories
of all calloused exploiters and create in them a disposition to prac-
tice the high virtue of restitution. But instead of making returns
for their exhortation, some have sought to justify their cupidity and
injustice by a reference to what our Saviour said about the poor. To
try to extenuate the harsh and unfair treatment to which some labor-
ers are subjected by quoting’ Jesus, is to utterly misread His teach-
ings. He did say, ‘“‘For ye have the poor always with you.”” But
He did not even intimate that they should be compelled to ‘‘hew all
the wood and draw all the water.”” Not anything that Jesus said
can be fairly construed to mean that it is necessary for the poor to
live in want, squalor and ignorance.

Of course we are to remember that a man is saved by grace, and
not by works. I say without any hesitation that I believe he is saved
by ‘‘repentance and faith.”” Further, though, I believe that organ-
ized society will be saved and its salvation maintained by good
works. Now some of the good works which should strengthen and
adorn the social order, are manifested in giving bread to the hungry,
clothing the naked, ministering to the sick, and binding up the
bruises of the fallen. In the Judgment of the Nations these deeds
of eompassion, will receive a glorious and enduring approbation.
Clearly, then, there is not anything in believing in salvation by
grace, to prevent Southern Baptists from zealously striving to ad-
vance this nation towards an excellence that can be realized only

through ‘‘works of righteousness.””

How It Fee!.é To Be Seventy-Seven Years Old

J. B. Cranfill, Dallas, Texas
(In Western Recorder)

1935; 1 was seventy-seven; I said to my
wife, ‘‘I have no sense of agc.”: She flashed back, ‘‘You have no
sense of any kind if you go around telling your age!’’ We celebrated
our Golden Wedding some years' ago and since that time she has
constantly warned me not to tell how old she'is. For my part, I am
getting rather chesty about my age; so much so that I scarcely speak
to men under seventy, and don’t thmk very much of them until they
are seventy-five!

‘When on September 12,

The amazing thing to me is that anybody thinks I'm old. When
I was a lad, men wore long, unkemp‘t hair and beard, and looked old
at fifty. Now a man reasonably sane never gets old. He may get
feeble, but youth is a state of mmd,\rather than a badge of younger
years.

I never thought I'd live this loné, and my lengthening years have
brought me perennial surprises. A§ a boy, I thought all old men
were good. At seventy-six, I know that age never helped a man to
goodness. In some ways, I am not as good as I was when I was
younger. ~Having reached a high estate of wisdom, T am less patient
with the callow youths, who at ages twenty-five to seventy, think
themselves wise when, from my vantage-ground of seventy-six, I know
they haven’t much sense.

I am smarter than I ever was, and if there is any failure of my
mental powers, I’'m unconscious of it. Except for diminishing eye-
sight, not caused by age but granulated eyelids, all my facilities seem
as alert as they were when, as a cowboy, I rode the Texas range and
drove the Chisholm Trail.

I

There’s an interesting story about my eye trouble. In 1888, I

canvassed the State of Colorado for prohibition. Travellers know

. _ that they have to take pot-luck not oﬂly in hotel accommodations

but in food, as they travel in any state. I stopped one night in a
little jerk-water hotel that boasted only one towel. I shouldn’t have
used it, but I did, and from it I contracted granulated eye-lids, and
from that trouble have suffered agonies of pain and an almost con-
stant diminution of eyesight.

‘When my dauhhryumﬂemdnmmmnhool,dum
home one evening and asked me, ‘‘Papa, do you know why you have
such wo.hcyu!" “No, -ydur"!mve:od. To whiahchn—

vision had remained perfect like it was in my younger years, but
many times I have thanked God for the affliction because I am sure
if it had not come, I would have killed myself working. In the old
days when my vision was acute, I would work at my desk hours on
hours after my wife and children were asleep and all-the circumbient
spaces had yielded to nocturnal quietude. As it is, I have to depend
quite largely upon others for such reading as I get, this same daugh-
ter being my chief-of-staff, and when I have not available help, I
walk long miles alone ; and then, believe it or not, I meditate.
I

How does it feel to be seventy-seven years old? Not a whit dif-
ferent from how it felt to be twenty-seven years old! One of the
disillusionments I, enjoy is that the ‘man is the same, no matter how
young or how old he is. At seventeen, I had my first heart-break,
having fallen head-over-heels in love with a beautiful maiden, when
we met at an old-time country dance. It was my first ecstacy of joy
and my initial submergence in what d then a hopeless grief. I
learned later that love doesn’t kill at first sight, nor disappointment
blunt the hereditary hunger for affection. Later, I wooed and won
my wife, who, through her patience and forbearance, has lived with
me more than fifty years, and has not yet bought a ticket to Reno.

The revelation about love is that old men love and crave love
just as much as young men love and crave love. Nobody could have
convineed me of that fact if I hadn’t experienced it myself.

‘When my brother and I were lads, an old man, but probably
younger than I am now, married an old widow, who was probably
younger than my wife is now, and they spent part of their honey-
moon in our home. My father said the wedding for them. My bro-
ther and I, all to ourselves, laughed at these old love-lorn nuts, and
thought they ere of all human beings the nlhent, but I know better
now. 3 i
. The body grows old, the eyes grow dim, there comes inevitably
the time of tottering step and slow, but the spirit is immortal and. it
is the soul of man that eraves the love and affection of his friends,
of his help-meet and of his fellow Christians. 3

‘When I was young, I thought old people were out of the game
of life, had lost their youthful cravings and inclinations, and were

Muswmry Tllls Thnllin:
Expenences of Native Worhrs

Editor’s Note—The follnwmg interesting letter written by ‘Dr.
A. B. Deter in his characteristic vivid style, brings the work in far<

lenge of Dr. Charles Giddings to Baptists to build a hospital in' Ghnt
country will be proriptly met. Some months ago, in his letters in’ ‘the
West Texas Baptist, Dr, Deter told of the need for a mule and a boat
to use in the Master’s work. Some of our readers promptly supplied

statement : “‘I am coming more and more to the point where simple

STATE B. T. U. WORKERS
WILL MEET IN DALLAS
ON THANKSGIVING DAY

The Forty-fifth Annual Session of
the Baptist Training Union Conven-
tion of Texas will be held in Dallas
Thanksgiving Day and the two days
following. Dr. W. M, Wright, Paris,
presid of the , says:
“We are expecting 10,000 people to
attend the annual B. T. U. conven-
tion in Dallas the last days of Novem-
ber.”

Some of the inspirational speakers
for the convention are as follows:
Dr. R. G. Lee, Memphis, Tenn.

Dr. M. E. Dodd, Shreveport, La.
Dr. T. L. Holcomb, Nashville, Tenn.
Dr. J. O. Williams, Nashville, Tenn.
Dr. R. C. Campbell. Lubbock, Tex.
Dr. J. Howard Williams, Dallas.
Dr. Harold L. Fickett, Galveston.
The convention music will be un-
der the direction of Mr. Joe Trussell,
Brownwood, and Mr. John Josey,
Amarillo. The convention will open
its first ion Thursd i

trust in God brings us all we need.”’

v Curityba, Brazil,
Aug. 20&, 1985.
Dear Friends at Home:
“At Home.” After writing these

‘two words I stopped to look at them.
It is true, home means America to
me yet. We have spent more years
in Brazil than in America; years do
not count. As we go forward to-
ward the sunset Our Home Land be-

comes more and more dear to us. It |

is only our work that keeps us here.
We are so busy we forget where we
are at times.

Many things have happened since
our last letter. Great things are
looming up ahove the horizon o! qnu'
lives out here.

A Fearful Accidellt,’

Pastor Jose’ Lucio Pereira was start- '

ing out on one of the most dangerous
trails in this field. A fog came up on
the mountain side where were some
very dangerous rocks. His horse lost
sight of the path and slipped, rolling
over on Brother ‘Lucio and broke his
right leg below the knee. He was five
days travel from a doctor. His peo-
ple carried him back home among the
hills where after a long day’s ride a

November 28, at 10:00.
Convention Attendance Goals
By Districts

There are 8,149 unions in Texas.
Each union is entitled to five mes-
sengers to the State B. T. U. Con-
vention. A church with five unions
and the general B. T. U. organization
is entitled to thirty s. We

druggist hed him and set the leg.
He will walk on crutches and may be
lame. An accident at.tHat place is
a serious matter. My own horse fell
with me five times on one of the
trips to that part of our work. Once
he fell on a slippery and nzrrow
bridge where a fall would have meant
either death or a very bad injury. I

.

believe that the officers of every
union in the State should decide im-
mediately upin a worthy attendance
goal for their union. We believe, also,
that each of the 108 associational B.
T. U. presidents in Texas should get
his association to adopt a challeng-
ing attendance goal for the associa-
tion. If this is done, it will be easy
for our noble district B. T. U. presi-
dents to reach the district attendance
goals.

May wé suggest that you study the
district attendance goals as they are
given below. Please keep in mind
that you are in one of these districts.
Convention
Attendance

Goal

Number of
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BROWNFIELD ASSOCIATION
ENDORSES REV. J. M. HALE

Whereas, We have had occasion to
observe the work of our good friend
and Christian brother, Rev. J. Matt
Hale, and -

Having been blessed by his good

and eagerly for life’s end, desirous the while [4uty
umu&q‘m ﬂuhinlmldbohﬂher‘

r d on his back for there were
no places to jump and he scrambled
to his feet. Joan Alves who works
with Pastor Lucio in that most bless-
ed of all our work came ringing our
doorbell last week. His face was
swolen with pus that had made a canal
through his face and was geeping out
through the skin. He was a fearful
sight. We got him into the hospital
here under the direction of nuns. They
asked him if he were a Catholic and
he said he was not but with a smile
that would disarm the most  bitter
prejudice. It worked—the smile The
nun asked him if he would confess
and he said no, but so sweetly that
she went out smiling. He has been
the life of the ward and the nun dotes
on him. It is the secret of a beauti-
ful spirit shining out through pain
and brutal hardships. It is Jesus in
the soul and it wins al] along the line!
He is wild to get back for there are
three new churches to organize and
Pastor Carlos Stroberg, our corre-
sponding secretary of our field, and
Lyizagoing with him as soon as he is
well to visit that great work and visit
the crippled pastor who can not ride
out of his mountain home.

away Brazil right to our heart’s door. Let us hope that the oiall' P

these needs. In the following letter Dr. Deter makes this beautiful .

s
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DISTRICT RALLY AT LUEDERS

In spite of the fact that a hard down-pour of rain was falling in
this section of West Texas Tuesday morning, over 100 workers from
District 17 met at Lueders encampment grounds for an all-day rally.
George Mason, treasurer of the board of the' Baptist Convention of
Texas was one of the main speakers of the day. Distriet Missionary
J. D. Brannon presided at the meeting. In the afternoon leaders
from the seven associations in the district had separate meetings and
laid plans for the mission campaign to be waged in October. On
account of a funeral the editor did not remain, for the day’s service.
In next issue plans formulated there will be presented in this paper
more fully. Other district rallies were held this week at Lamesa,
Lubboek, Amarillo, and Coleman.

_—.—()-—————'
OBJECTIONS ANSWERED

One of the greatest problems in the carrying on of the program
of Christ throughout the world is the problem of enlisting the
churches and the individuals in the churches. A worthy goal for
Texas Baptists is the enlistment of every church and every member
of every church in the support of the whole program as represented
in the co-operative program. Treasurer George J. Mason of Dallas
has issued a statement answering the objections made to the support
of the chureh and its causes. We are publishing this statement be-
low. Read it and then pass it on to others:

“I do not care to give to the church.”” Suppose everyone said
.that. The churches would have to close their doors and soon this
Christian land of ours would be no more. You certainly do not mean
what you say.

I must provide for my family.”” Your family needs to be pro-
vided with a church the same as food, clothing and shelter. Do not
neglect their spiritnal needs.

““Pimes are too hard now.’’ Shall-retrenchment begin with re-
gard to your Creator and Savior? “Itis accepted according to that
a man hath, and not accnrdmg to that he hath not.” I Cor. 8:12.

“I have a small income.”’ The weekly plan of contributing is
primarily for you. Your part in contributing is no longer in propor-

tion than that of the millionaire. The Lord made it equal for all. If

you will give the, Lord His share He will bless you. ‘‘There is that
scattereth and it increaseth; and there is that withholdeth more than
is meet, but it tendeth to ipoverty.”’ Prov. 11 :24. Your small in-
come may be due to the fact that you are withholding ‘‘more than
is meet.’

‘‘Suppose I am in debt, should I not pay my debts before tithing
my income?”’ No, no, no. The Lord is your preferred creditor.
You may be in debt because you are treating the Lord right, ‘‘Honor
the Lord with thy substance and with the first fruits of all thine
increase ; so shall thy barns be filled with plenty and thy presses shall
burst out with new wine.”’ Prov. 3:9-10. My father spent a lot of
time riding around in the community eollecting funds for his pastor
and church. There was a man in the community, a fellow deacon,
who, when approached by my father to help support the church, al-
ways answered : ‘‘Brother Mason, I am in debt and I cannot pay any-
thing to the church.”’ The dear brother was in debt all his life and
died in debt. The way to get out of debt is to pay the Lord first.

““Why should my-children give when they have no income?"’ The
Bible answers this: ‘‘Train up a child in the way he should go, and
when he is old he will not depart from it.”’ Then, there is this other
Seripture : ‘‘On the first day of the week let every one of you lay by
him :in store as God hath prospered him.’’  This certainly includes
the children. ‘The family tithe should be divided liberally with the
children, for the sake of the children.

“‘My income is irregular.”’ Lay aside at least one-tenth for the
Lord when you receive your money. Place it in a tithing account.
Then draw on it weekly for your church contributions. In this way
you will always have money for your church.

‘I never pledge.’”’ Love never shrinks from pledges. Your Lord
made a pledge for you in eternity and in time paid it on Calvary.
"You have already pledged yourself and your substance to God. You
make pledges for house rent, lodge dues, insurance, family support,
payments on property, ete. You should treat the church the same
way. You and all you have belong to your Creator and Savior. You
are merely asked to indicate how much you honestly, believe you
ought to pay Him through His church. ‘‘And because of all this we
make a sure covenant, and write it.”” Neh, 9:38.

‘I do not like the financial plan.”’ But you will loyally stand by
it just as you do by the plans of your lodge or city which the majority
adopts. Besides, the plan is the most comprehensive the church has
undertaken and has been prayed over and adopted by your church.
It is Biblical. That should settle it once and for all,

‘I may lose my income.”’ Any time you cannot pay you “can
cancel your subseription by notifying the church secretary. This is
plainly provided for on the pledge card. But you probably have not
paid all your tithes in the past, and could pay this out of your back
tithes.
PHET R, N RN

Boyd Chapel Church voted unanimously and enthusiastically to
move up from one-fourth time to one-half time. The echurch and
pastor-are very happy. Our next goal is full time. We give monthly
to the eo-operative prognm, Dutnct Mhlwu and Buckner Orphans
Home.

‘We are going to send m a clnb for the West Texas Baptist some
of these days. |
We have dmded that the Lord is good and Mﬂr lovely.

EMERY SCOTT.

DR. JEFFERSON DAVIS SANDEFER '
(AN APPRECIATION)
By Charles A. Alexander
IIL
A needy Land sought him, and called his name.
The country wide, a growing field, called loud.
He heard and saw, and grew responsive, proud
And strong in faith, till heart and soul a-flame . '
Propelled him forth in burning herald’s glow.
The hills he climbed. Obstructions to his view
Arose and beamed till holy visions new,
From lofty heights, revealed his world below,

And thus, O Texas Land, thine own became

A vital part of thy romantic soul. ;

And through these glowing years, thy fulgent whole
Has breathed in raptures of thine own great name.

And still he dwells in thrill of western daylight gleam,
And serves thee still in buoyaney of soulful dream.
PR T DAV, RO BRI . A M
CO-OPERATING WITH GOD

Religion has to be worked at if it is to mean anything. We have
no business quite so important as that of working out our salvation.

Salvation is a great word that'stands for a great thing. It is|

used in the Bible both in broader and narrower senses. Sometimes
in the New Testament it stands for the whole process of - deliverance
from sin in all its phases. At other times it is used for different
aspeets of that process.

It is evident that the battle we wage to live a Christian life is
an individual conflict. It is fought by one and one, not by groups.
We cannot control our external circumstances. That is not-our
problem. Our real problem is to direct the course of events within
us. It is to develop Christian character in whatever circumstances
we may find ourselves.

There is to be a certain method, a distinetive spmt a particular
temper, in which one is to work out his salvation. It is to be ‘‘with
fear and trembling.”” All through the Word of God men are urged
to fear God, which does not mean the terrified cringing of a slave
but rather the sensitiveness of a son. The child who loves his father
will be careful to do that which will please his father. One who has
a friend will measure his words and consider his actions lest he hurt
the feelings of that friend. The true lover trembles in the presence
of his beloved. Of such stuff is the fear of the Lord made. Such
reverence, such awe, such sensitiveness, such caution, such eagerness,
intensified and magnified, is to characterize us as we work out our
salvation.

God does not work in man in such a way as to reduce him to an
automaton. Man does not work in such a way that his achievement
can be credited to his own powers. God gives us the power to work,
but the act of working is our own. If we make shipwrecks of our
lives he is not to blame. His power and wisdom are ever availpble.
It is our fault if we do not use them.—Frank R. Elder.

Devotional Thoughts

I want to build by growing soul
Into a temple fair

That glistens white as marble does
Beneath a noon sun’s glare,

And T would have its towers tall
Against blue heaven’s breast,

‘Where I may climb and climb -and climb,
And birds may find a rest.

I want.to build a temple soul
Magnificent and strong; o
As graceful as the lambent breeze
That tosses leaves along.
And there must be great window lights
Afire with living flame
Qf amber; blue, and ruby red,
A glory stream, each pane.

I’d have within my. temple’s walls
An organ’s voice to rise
In melody soft as a prayer
And praise pealed to the skies;
Great hymns of faith by chorus raised
In glad, triumphant song,
And silver bells at eventide
To sound a curfew’s gong.

I want to build my growing soul
Into a temple fair
With hallowed chambers manifold
And furnished rich and rare,
With one sweet secret room apart
For worship in my temple’s heart.
—Gwynn MeLendon

THE INSCRIPTION IN EVERY BIBLE

After a little girl had prayed about what gift would be best for
her father’s birthday, she felt led to buy a Bible, She wondered
what to write on the flyleaf. ‘‘From Maggie’’ seemed so cold. ‘' From
your little daughfer’’ would not do, either, for her father had said
she was getting to be a big girl. Would ‘‘From one who loves you’’
do?”’ Scarcely, for quite a lot of others loved him, too.

Finally she went to her father’s library. She found that one of
the books had this on the flyleaf—*‘From the Author.”” Later, when
her father opened his gift, and saw *‘From the Author,”” he realized
that he was not acquainted with the Author of the Bible. He began
to study his Bible, was converted, and became a preacher. In telling
the story of his conversion, he often held up the little Bible, and told
about the inseription, ‘‘From the Author.”’

Let us then accept it, read it, believe it, confess it, and tell to
others that it is a love gift' forthem ‘‘From the Author.’’—Golden

CAMPUS SCENE HARDIN-SIMMONS UNIVERSITY
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DISTRICT RALLY AT LUEDERS

In spite of the fact that a hard down-pour of rain was falling in
this section of West Texas Tuesday morning, over 100 workers from
Distriet 17 met at Lueders encampment grounds for an all-day rally.
George Mason, treasurer of the board of the' Baptist Convention of
Texas was one of the main speakers of the day. District Missionary
J. D. Brannon presided at the meeting. In the afternoon leaders
from the seven associations in the district had separate meetings and
laid plans for the mission campaign to be waged in October. On
account of a funeral the editor did not remain. for the day’s service.
In next issue plans formulated there will be presented in this paper
more fully. Other district rallies were held this week at Lamesa,
Lubboek, Amarillo, and Coleman. !

e (——
OBJECTIONS ANSWERED

One of the greatest problems in the carrying on of the program
of Christ throughout the world is the problem of enlisting the
churches and the individuals in the churches. A worthy goal for
Texas Baptists is the enlistment of every church and every member
of every church in the sipport of the whole program as represented
in the co-operative program. Treasurer George J. Mason of Dallas
has issued a statement answering the objections made to the support
of the chureh and its causes. We are publishing this statement be-
low. Read it and then pass it on to others:

“I do not care to give to the church.”’ Suppose everyone said
that. THe churches would have to close their doors and soon this
Christian land of ours would be no more. You certainly do not mean
what you say.

I must provide for my family.”” Your family needs to be pro-
vided with a church the same as food, clothing and shelter. Do not
neglect their spiritual needs.

““Times are too hard now.’”’ Shall-retrenchment begin with re-
gard to your Creator and Savior? ‘It is accepted according to that
a man hath, and not according to that he hath not.”” II Cor. 8:12.

“I have a small income.”” The weekly plan of contributing is
primarily for you. Your part in contributing is no longer in propor-
tion than that of the millionaire. The Lord made it equal for all. If

you will give the Lord His share He will bless you. ““There is that |~

scattereth and it increaseth; and there is that withholdeth more than
is meet, but it tendeth to poverty.”” Prov. 11:24. Your small in-
come may be due to the fact that you are withholding ‘‘more than
is meet.”’

“‘Suppose I am in debt, should I not pay my debts before tithing
my income?’’ No, no, no. The Lord is your preferred creditor.
You nigy be in debt because you are treating the Lord right, ‘‘Honor
the Lord with thy substance and with the first fruits of all thine
increase ; so shall thy barns be filled with plenty and thy presses shall
burst out with new wine.”’ Prov. 3:9-10. My father spent a lot of
time riding around in the community collecting funds for his pastor
and church. There was a man in the community, a fellow deacon,
who, when approached by my father to help support the church, al-
ways answered : ‘Brother Mason, I am in debt and I cannot pay any-
thing to the church.”’” The dear brother was in debt all his life and
died in debt. The way to get out of debt is to pay the Lord first.

““Why should my children give when they have no income?’’ The
Bible answers this: ‘‘Train up a child in the way he should go, and
when he is old-he will not depart from it.”’ Then, there is this other
Seripture : ‘‘On the first day of the week let every one of you lay by
him in store as God hath prospered him.”’ This certainly includes
the children. The family tithe should be divided liberally with the
children, for the sake of the children.

“‘My income is irregular.”’ Lay aside at least one-tenth for the
Lord when you receive your money. Place it in a tithing account.
Then draw on it weekly for your church eontributions. In this way
you will always have money for your church.

“‘I never pledge.”’ Love never shrinks from pledges. Your Lord
made a pledge for you in eternity and in time paid it on Calvary.
"You have already pledged yourself and your substance to God. You
make pledges for house rent, lodge dues, insurance, family support,
payments on property, etc. You should treat the church the same
way. You and all you have belong to your Creator and Savior, You
are merely asked to indicate how much you honestly believe you
ought to pay Him through His church. ‘‘And because of all this we
make a sure covenant, and write it.”’ Neh. 9:38.

“‘I do not like the financial plan.”’ But you will loyally stand by
it just as you do by the plans of your lodge or city which the majority
adopts. Besides, the plan is the most comprehensive the church has
undertaken and has been prayed over and adopted by your church.
It is Biblical. That should settle it once and for all,

‘I may lose my income.”’ Any time you cannot pay you ecan
cancel your subscription by notifying the church secretary. This is
plainly provided for on the pledge card. But you probably have not
paid all your tithes in the past, and could pay this out of your back
tithes.

. —

Boyd Chapel Church voted unanimously and enthusiastically to
move up from one-fourth time to one-half time. The chureh and
pastor-are very happy. Our next goal is full time. We give monthly
tﬁ: the eo-operative program, Distriet Missions and Buckner Orphans

ome. ¥ 5!

‘We are going to send in a club for the West Texas Baptist some |

of these days. : y ‘ L i 4
We have decided that the Lord is good and altogether lovely.
: __ EMERY SCOTT.

(AN APPRECIATION)
By Charles A. Alexander

Devotional Thoughts

1L ¥

A needy Land sought him, and called his name.
The country wide, a growing field, called loud.
He heard and saw, and grew responsive, proud

And strong in faith, till heart and soul a-flame

Propelled him forth in burning herald’s glow.
The hills he climbed. Obstructions to his view
Arose and beamed till holy visions new,

From lofty heights, revealed his world below.

And thus, O Texas Land, thine own became

A vital part of thy romantic soul, ;

And through these glowing years, thy fulgent whole
Has breathed in raptures of thine own great name,

And still he dwells in thrill of western daylight gleam,
And serves thee still in buoyaney of soulful dream.
0

CO-OPERATING WITH GOD

Religion has to be worked at if it is to mean anything. We have
no business quite.so important as that of working out our salvation.

Salvation is a great word that'stands for a great thing. It is|

used in the Bible both in broader and narrower senses. Sometimes
in the New Testament it stands for the whole process of deliverance
from sin in all its phases. At other times it is used for different
aspects of that process.

It is evident that the battle we wage to live a Christian life is
an individual conflict. It is fought by one and one, not by groups.
We cannot control our external circumstances. ' That is not our
problem. Our real problem is to direct the course of events within
us. It is to develop Christian character in whatever circumstances
we may find ourselves. J

There is to be a certain method, a distinetive spirit, a particular
temper, in which one is to work out his salvation. It is to be ‘‘with
fear and trembling.”” All through the Word of God men are urged
to fear God, which does not mean the terrified cringing of a slave
but rather the sensitiveness of a son. The child who loves his father
will be careful to do that which will please his father. One who has
a friend will measure his words and consider his actions lest he hurt
the feelings of that friend. The true l()v('sr trembles in the presence
of his beloved. Of such stuff is the fear of the Lord made. Such
reverence, such awe, such sensitiveness, such caution, such eagerness,
intensified and magnified, is to characterize us as we work out our
salvation.

God does not work in man in such a way as to reduce him to an
automaton. Man does not work in such a way that his achievement |
can be credited to his own powers. God gives us the power to work,
but the act of working is our own. If we make shipwrecks of our
lives he is not to blame. His power and wisdom are ever availpble.
It is our fault if we do not use them.—Frank R. Elder.

I want to build by growing soul
" Into a temple fair
- That glistens white as marble does -

Beneath a noon sun’s glare,

And 1 would have its towers tall
Against blue heaven'’s breast,

‘Where I may climb and climb and climb,
And birds may find a rest.

I want to build a temple soul-
Magnificent and strong;

As graceful as the lambent breeze
That tosses leaves along.

And there must be great window lights
Afire with living flame

Qf amber; blue, and ruby red,
A glory stream, each pane.

I’d have within my temple’s walls
An organ’s voice to rise
In melody soft as a prayer
And praise pealed to the skies;
Great hymns of faith by chorus raised
In glad, triumphant song,
And silver bells at eventide
To sound a curfew’s gong.

I want to build my growing soul
Into a temple fair
‘With hallowed chambers manifold
And furnished rich and rare,
‘With one sweet secret room apart
For worship in my temple’s heart.
—Gwynn MeLendon

THE INSCRIPTION IN EVERY BIBLE

After a little girl had prayed about what gift would be best for.

her father's birthday, she felt led to buy a Bible, She wondered
what to write on the flyleaf. ‘‘From Maggie’’ seemed so cold. ‘‘From
your little daughfer’” would not do, either, for her father had said
she was getting to be a big girl. Would ‘‘From one who loves you”’
do?”’  Scarcely, for quite a lot of others loved him, too.

Finally she went to her father’s library. She found that one of
the books had this on the flyleaf—'‘From the Author.”” Later, when
her father opened his gift, and saw *‘From the Author,’’ he realized
that he was not acquainted with the Author of the Bible, He began
to study his Bible, was converted, and became a preacher. In telling
the story of his conversion, he often held up the little Bible, and told
about the inseription, ‘‘From the Author.’’ 5

Let us then accept it, read it, believe it, confess it, and tell to
others that it is a love gift' forthem ‘‘From the Author.’’—Golden

CAMPUS SCENE HARDIN-SIMMONS UNIVERSITY
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I received your telegram I began mak-

The officers elected were Rev. V.
W. Tatum, Clyde, Moderator. .

High hours were experienced on the
first day from eleven until noon, when
Dr. M. A, Jenkens and Rev. C. A.
Voyles,  preached two great sermons.

DATE OF B. T. U. CONTESTS
CHANGED
The date of the District B. T. U.

MISSION MEETING IN HASKELL
ASSOCIATION i

at the old Centerview community in
Haskell Association, and Brother J.
F. Wood did ‘the preaching. The old
church was not begun again but a
new organization of 87 members was
formed at the school house. The name
was changed to Centerpoint, and Bro-
ther Woods was called as pastor. It

i
E
4
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There | oo DIRRIG o 8T d A  d
was ‘a Profession of Faith and Bap- | the Association reveals the past year’s|  One would never think of exhorting the heart to beat.
tism ‘to approximately every Five |Work was the best year of work the heart beats in response to the flow of natural life, If '
members of the churches of the asso- | church has had for a number of years. beating some relationship has been broken, Does it not

when we are rightly related to God in Christ that the life
will flow through our human personalities and issue forth in
of service to our fellowmen, If we maintain an 1o

There were 49 additions to the
chureh, 27 by baptism, and 22 by let-
The average attendance of the

ating with the District Mission work

of District 17. We very greatly appres
ciate Rev. J. D. Brannon, District
Missi )

was ived into the ciat
STONEWALL MISSIONARY
BAPTIST ASSOCIATION

The recent session of the Associa-

y.
The Associational officers elected
for the coming year are: Rev, J. S.
Tierce, Aspermont, Moderator; Rev.
Finis Williams, Peacock, Clerk; Rev.
Harvey Dennis, Swenson, President

iati AR

tion was held with the First Baptist
Church, Aspermont. The reports of
the churches revealed a gratifying

of the A y  School
Work; Rev. Finis Williams, Peacock,

i ti

spiritual life and character—R. C. Smith.

West Texas i
Baptist

The offerings of the church to the |||
cooperative program the past year
were the best in at least three years, ||
But the work done by the churéh as | ||
indicated by the above report has not

Presid of the A 1 B. Y.

Jerestssentnnesssessansassennasees,

W. M. U. DEPARTMENT

Mrs. E. B. Atwood, 2110 Grape Street, Abilene, Texas, Editor

LETTER FROM OUR TRAINING
SCHOOL STUDENT

The following letter from Miss Lu-
cile Mattox, who has been selected as
our district scholarship stud in
the Southwestern Training School, will
be of particular interest. Those of
us who knew Lucile as a freshman in
Hardin-Simmons from far - away
Missouri came to appreciate her fine
h and evident devotion to the
causé of missions, which was sustain-
ed throughout her college course. It
is a peculiar joy for us to bring her
back to Texas and to aid in her fur-
ther p tion for mi 'y ser-
vice.

Fort Worth, Texas,
September 17, 1935.
My Dear Mrs. Hanks and Friends
of District17: .
Words cannot express the joy in
my heart as I pen my thoughts here
in the Training School. As soon as

ing final plans to come. I was so
happy I felt as if I were floating in
the air. Six years ago this fall when
the Lord called me to give my life to
Him to serve Him in Africa He made
me the promise, “If you go, I will
provide the way.” He always keeps
His promises.

Again and again I want to thank
you good women for your kindness
and may I ask your prayers that I
may be a usefu] servant in the Mas-
ter’s hands. Your Training School
daughter, LUCILE MATTOX.
NOTES FROM FISHER COUNTY

ASSOCIATION

The Fisher County WMU did not
have an annual all-day “meeting with
the Sardis church September 2 as
planned due to muddy roads, but Sep-
tember 3 a ‘called meeting was held
in the afternoon and the following of-
ficers were re-elected:
Mrs. D. G. Reid, president; Mrs. J.
D. Bradshaw, c di v

Mrs. J. A. Brown, ' tr

Club, $33.00; Charity, $65.50; Miscel-
laneous, $89.70; Local, $1841.62; Co-
operative” Program, $148.92; Mary
Hardin-Baylor, $27.50; Foreign Stu-
dent, $6.560; S. W. Training School,
$15.25; B. 0. H. Graduate, $2.50;
Margaret Fund, $2.50; Magazine for
missionaries, $1; Texas Bible Schol-
arship, $2; Lueders Enc., $6.50; Total,
$2,622.29,

This association has seven W. M.
S.’s with 463 members, 100 of them
active; four Y. W. A.’s with 89 active
members; five Int. G. A.’s with 40;
five Jr. G. A.'s with 20; and five Sun-
beams with 64 members. Tithers re-
ported 47; study classes 8; one school
of missions and one mission study in-
stitute were held and all weeks of
prayer were observed.

A W. M. U, meeting with the Roby
church on Saturday afternoon, Sep-
tember 7, was enjoyed very much. Our
state secretary, Mrs. J. E. Leigh of
Dallas, brought a wonderful message.
Mrs. R. M. White of Abilene, our dis-
trict president, was also present. The
following standing committee chair-
men were announced: Mrs. D. L.
Swint, Methods and Finance; Mrs, O.
M. Jones, Stewardship; Mrs, C. E.
Leon, Ed ion; Mrs. John Jack:
Mission Study; Mrs. L. W, Dickson,
Missions; Mrs. Emory Scott, Benev-
olence; Mrs. Floyd Burnett, Periodi-
cals; Mrs. S. R. Brumfield, Publicity;
Mrs. Will Davidson, Margaret Fund;
Mrs. Suma Minor, Personal Service;
Mrs. John P. Hardesty, Historian.

On September 16 a business meet-
ing was called by the president at the
workers’ conference meeting with the
North Roby church. Plans were made
for the new year and the next quar-
terly mecting was set for October 15
with the Highland Home church. This
church does not have a W. M. S. but
we are praying that it will have one
before the day is over~—Mrs. S, R.
Brumfield, Publicity Chairman,

AN TR AN Gl
BIG SPRING W. M. U, HAS
RECORD ANNUAL MEETING

d at the

Mrs. A. M. Josey, young people’s
leader.

The following report was presented
to the association by Mrs. Reid for
the associational year just ended:

Buckner Orphans Home boxes $125.15,
cash $80.76; W. T. B. San., cash $8.75,
boxes. 5 offering,

Do it Nl vt
East Fourth Baptist church last Tues-

the W. M. U. Every church with an

day in an all-day anntial meeting of |

Moeser of Colorado and Mrs. Reeder
of Loraine. . The East Fourth ladies
served the covered dish lunch to the
satisfying of all. Every speaker
brought a good message. The mis-
sionary sermon was delivered by Wil-
lis J. Ray, using as his theme, “Gird-
ling the Globe With God.” He gave
some facts showing that district eight
is b ing more missionary in their
activities by doing more for the lar-
ger program of Texas Baptists.

The officers for the coming year
are: Mrs. V. Phillips, Big Spring, re-
elected president; Mrs. Willis J. Ray,
Big Spring, Corresponding Secretary,
and Mrs. Paul Moss, Odessa, Record-
ing Secretary.

During the day a large tray, pre-
sented by the Baptist Academy at La-
gos, Nigeria, of which Miss Lucille
Reagan is superintend was dis-
played. This token was sent to Mr.
and Mrs. Hart Phillips in apprecia-
tion of two five hundred dollar gifts
which they sent tp assist in the build-
of the Academy.

SRR R SR
BROWNFIELD ASSOCIATION
(Continued from page one)

did and helpful services to us with
our regrets at losing him from among
us,
Second: That we unqualifiedly com-
mend him for his courage and convi¢-
tion in standing for right when forced
by the problems presented by the
modern evils which threaten to engulf
us, declaring ourselves to be in
hearty accord with him in his opposi-
tion to them. )
Third: That we express our regrets
to the Brownfield Baptist church upon

the loss of their Pastor and Leader.

Fourth: That we commend our Bro-
ther, Rev. J. Matt Hale, to our Bap-
tist Brotherhood as a preacher of the
Gospel with strength and convietion.
A sane and constructive denomination-

ke ;.“ We are sul

been done without difficulties, The ||
church has a heavy building debt, In
the past two years this debt has
reduced by one tenth, . |

' Some progress has been made, but | = |
much yet remains to be done.—J. S.
Tierce, Pastor.

Sanitarium

Bibles Rebound

Why throw aside your
old Bible that is rich in
memories? By resewing
and rebinding it may be
made to last indefinitely.
We use the best of mate-
rials; and guarantee satis-
faction. Double the life
of your valuable library
books by having them
rebound.

Abilene Printing
and Stationery
Company

Store 1083 North Second Street
Factory and Office
1274 North Second Street

\ J

‘'Have You Organized a West Texas Baptist
Subscription Club in Your Church

During the past months many churches in Districts 8 and 17 have organized West Texas Baptist
Subseription Clubs. Others are working to that end. We expect within the next month or two to add
around 1,500 new names to our subscription list. We are inviting every pastor and W. M, U. worker,
interested in promoting the Kingdom work in this se ction to help us increase the circulation of The West
Texas Baptist. Below we are giving some suggestions as to how to do this: j

THE SUBSCRIPTION PRICE
The subscription price of the West Texas Basmt will remain at $1.00 per year for individual subscriptions,
payable in advance. fn clubs of five, Wh-"l{:i in adyance, will be 75 cents, and in clubs of ten or more,
e in advance, at 60 cents each per year. club subscription rate when_ paid ‘monthly or quarterly mﬁ.z;
at the rate of 5 cents per month or 15 cents per q for each b ing the paper.
Y e SUBSCRIPTION CLUB PLANS ‘

i club sul on plans for the iderations of churches or church inter-
t!:cdi‘rcm:hﬁonoflhagug'm&pﬁl: \ 3
ization within the church selects a secretary who
paper, and collects form each 15 cents for three

The West Texas Baptist Sanitairum
Protestant Hospital
detail, has

body of medical workers in W

per day, Private Rooms $5.00 to
per day, Maternity Cases $50.00 for ten da; Average
pital costs for Appendicitis Cases 00. Tent $5.00
per day plus oxygen, and Laboratory and X-Ray
charges. »
The West Texas Baptist Sanitarium
' the. B o ot

’

\

ested in .
1), The Individual Club Plan. The church, or some o
the names and addresses of those who are to receive

‘ u The will send the

‘subscription. secretary ion money, together with name and address of each
| club member to the West Texas Baptist, P. . Box 918, Abi Texas. The paper will be sent to each individual
The club secretary will receive the paper as an expression

club member each week. appreciation of the ser-

an calls for the sending of the
mmwﬂ-' %

Jgiwﬂnﬂph:“ﬂu. Ti:il o g
votes to place each collection to

amount to to pay the monthly
m-mm using this

unbroken fellowship
with the Father there will be an' ever increasing manifestation’ of




We regret to lose from district
eight and the Mitchell-Scurry Associ-
ation Rev. H. N. Balderee and family
but happy to know that the Lord has
lead them to a field of service, Bro-
ther Balderree renders the ‘type of
service that builds a church. Hehas
been pastor at Bethel and Looney for
about three years and has done a good
work. He was loved and appreciated
by his and jal | end

in the meeting at Knott.
L
Rev. J. W. Broswell reports a good
ting at Berry Flat where Rev. W.

cooperative with his fellow pastors
which made for him a warm place in
all our hearts. He did not live unto
himself but would even sacrifice that
he might be faithful to the associa-
tional heri: of his breth and
thus rendered a ministry beyond the
bounds of his own pastorates.

The Looney church has made such
splendid progress the past two years
that they are considering building &
parsonage and calling a pastor for
full time. This church conducted a
most successful Daily Vacation Bible
school this summer under the leader-
ship of Brother Balderree. Again,
speaking for the brethren at large,
we repeat that we regret losing the
consecrated, hard - working, lovable
family from our midst but pray that
God will bless their labours at Des-
demona abundantly and may this work
prove the most profitable of all their
ministry. Brother Balderree’s’ wife
and two fine children are an ideal
preacher’s family and shall prove an
asset to his ministry wherever he
goes.

LE N
The missionary spent the past week
with Rev. H. C. Reddoch and the
church at Knott. Thig is one of our
strong half time churches. The mem-
bership there is planning the erec-
tion of a new church house this fall.

H. Hughes of Caps assisted him. This

was the fourth meeting (I understand)

that Brother Hughes has held at

Berry Flat. This church is in north-

west Borden county,

BRI ERLS T

32 OF OUR EIGHTY CHURCHES
GAVE TO DENOMINATIONAL
PROGRAM DURING AUGUST

We are happy to report that thirty-
two of our eighty churches gave to
the support of our denominational
program during the month of August.
We feel that the day is close at hand
when as Baptists and churches we
will get a larger vision of the Mas-
ter’s work and then we shall strive to
do something every month for ' the
cause of Christ around the world. We
feel confident that a larger number
of churches will send a check to the
Dallas office this month. It takes a
regular income to support our 760
missionaries just as it takes a regular
income to care for the local work.

We are praying that during our
Fall Round Up which is October that
every church will have the opportun-
ity to make a gift to all our Baptist
work.  All Baptists Labouring To-
gether All the Time for All Our Bap-
tist Program Supporting All the
Causes of Christ would be a good
motto for our people. Some churches

Midway, Munger, New Home,
Hope. Eleven forgot to send an of-
fering.

Big Spring Associati t 4th,

Rev. Cone Merritt has taken -unto
himself a wife and moved to Plain-
view where he has entered Wayland

continually leading them to do their
best for the Master.

L

Rev. W, C. Williamson of Stanton

First B. 8., Mexican, West Side, Coa-
homa, Lenorah, Midland, Odessa,
South Plninl. Valley View, West
Noble.’ Folrtm sent nothing during
the month,

Mitchell-Seurry Assn.—Champion,
Colorado, Fluvanna, Looney, Plain-
view, Pleasant Valley, Roscoe, Sny-
der, Sunset, Union, Wastella, West-
brook. Twenty-two had not part in
our world-wide program last month.
Pastors please check the list and see
if your church had a part in our de-
nominational work during August,

i i ot

The B. B. Crim Evangelistic party
will start a month's meeting October
6th with the First Baptist church of
Odessa. Pastor W. C. Harrison is

hed at Prairie View last Sunday.

The writer was very pleasantly sur-
prised while stopping in Stanton last
week to learn that Malvern McDanold,
son of President G. W. McDonald of
Wayland College, has been appointed
Attorney of Martin county. Malvern
has just completed his law degree at
Baylor University and with his integ-
rity and ability we anticipate for him
a successful life in t:u field of law.

LR

Rev. Jim Fields has entered the
Seminary but will ti to pastor
his churches in the district. He re-
cently resigned his work at Salent in
order to accept the work at China
Grove where he has just been called.
He is_also pastor at Union west of
Snyder where he is doing an excel-

Brother Reddoch also pastors at|have displayed the following motto:

| making every possible preparation for

lent work.

SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON
Hight C. Moore
September 29, 1935

JOHN
The Minister and His People—3 John

John, the son of Zebedee and the brother of James, was one of
the first followers of Jesus. He became distinguished as the beloved
disciple. After the Ascension he labored with Peter at Jerusalem,
caring for the mother of Jesus till her death. He then removed to
Ephesus, suffered. exile on Patmos, but was liberated after perhaps
two years and died about the close of the first century. He was the
author of the fourth Gospel, of the three epistles bearing his name,
and of the Revelation,

The third epistle of John urges hospitality to the truth and its
agents. The early €hristian missionaries had been hindered because
not always received and aided by the brotherhood. For certain of
these whom the haughty Diotrephes had turned away, the aged Apos-
tle writes to Gaius, a well-to-do layman converted under his ministry,
and residing in the Ephesian- district, bespeaking a hearty welcome
and generous assistance. And so in this letter we have the final pie-
ture of a Christian church near the close of the apostolic era.

1. JOHN wase the writer of the letter before us. He calls him-
self the elder which may refer to his age as well as his office. He is
still the apostle of love for his heart goes out to a great layma.n. He
leads to the fount of his highest joy: ‘‘To hear of my children walk-
ing in the truth.”” He tells of his care of the work by writing first
to the church and then to Gaius. He illustrates his treatment of
wrong-doing by rather sharp reproof of the place-hunter who must
have his way in everything. He commends heartily one of the best
men in the congregation. He is prudent in his correspondence, un-
willing to commit every thought to writing. Finally he promises a
visit for richer fellowship and friendliness,

2. GAUIS wag"the recipient of John’s last epistle.
to have been not a preacher but a layman. He loved much and was
much beloved. His health at the time seems not to have been good
or perhaps he had encountered some adversity. <At any rate, he was
deeply spiritual. The_apostle’s tribute to him and prayer for him
showed rare confidence in a rare character. In whatever he under-
took, whether for the upbuilding of the church or its extension, Gaius
was faithful and efficient. He was hospitable to everybody who was
engaged in the Lord’s work. Especially he set forward those who
went forth on missions among the Gentllea He was an influential
Christian layman, B

3. MISSIONARIES were the benehclules Qg the aged apostle’s
interest. They started out on their misgion wor? solely for the sake
of the Name. Their exclusive purpose was to give the gospel to the
world. In so doing they were' altogether sacrificial for they took
nothing from the Gentiles. Yet they were entitled to support for
they could not fulfill their ministry and at the same time pay their
own expenses. ‘‘It i8 jtherefore our duty to support such men, so

. that we may be fellow-worken with the truth.”” John’s m is
still the Christian program.

He appears

4. DIOTREPHES deserved the rebuke given him by John. Think |
of his ambition for he loved to have the pre-eminence in the chureh, |

endeavored always to take the lead in everything, and sougl
foremost place. Think of his rejection of the apostle M
and how he repudiated John, refusing to listen to him. nk of the
aceusation which he Wmmﬂ%ﬂﬁq

‘‘prating against me with wicked words,’’ his talk against John being
idle and mischievous. Think of his inhospitality not only in refus-
ing himself to receive the Christian missionaries who came that way
but actually forbdding others in the congregation to extend them hos-
pitality. Think also of his intolerance for he turned out of the
church any and all who opened their homes to the missionaries, No
wonder John denounced him!
5. DEMETRIUS was warmly commended. He was evidently
a good man who persevered in his good deeds against odds and oppos-
ition. Therefore he had a good report of all men. The truth con-
cerning him was a testimony to him. John had only commendation
for him. And Gaius knew that the commendation was richly merited.

6. FRIENDS were in mind as the apostle laid down his pen.
John and Gaius were the closest of friends and they looked forward
to a renewal of their fellowship in the layman’s home. Friends who
were with John at the time of writing sent their salutations. Friends
who were with Gaius when the letter came received their messages
of love. So friends are brought together by him who is the Friend
of friends.

The Lesson of the Lesson
Fellowship of the Minister and His People

(1) Fellowship in Love. ‘‘The beloved whom I love.”
is no tie that binds together like that of Christian love.

(2) Fellowship in Prayer. ‘‘Beloved, I pray.”’ As we love each
other we are to pray for one another,

(3) Fellowship in Joy. ‘‘I rejoiced greatly.’’
of the joy that is unspeakable and full of glory.

(4) Fellowship in Witness. ‘‘Bréthren came and bare witness.”’
How delightful it is for each other and for God!

(5) Fellowship in Walk. ‘‘Thou walkest in truth—my children
walk in truth.”’ There is no happier fellowship than that of walk-
ing together in truth and love.

There

Here is a touch

(6) Fellowship in Faithfulness. ‘‘Thou doest a faithful work.’’
It is the good and faithful servant that does his Lord’s work and re-
ceives the reward.

(7) Fellowship i in Hospitality. ‘““Welcome such—set forward in
their journey.”” 1If we house and help Christian workers we share
and enjoy their labors.

(8) Fellowship in Reproof. “‘I“will bring to remembrance his
‘works.”” When rebuke is needed, good fellowship requires that it
be given.

(9) Fellowship in Commendation. *‘Demetrius hath the witness
of all men.”’” The word of agement is inspiring not only to
him who receives it but to all who hear it and would like to receive it.”

(10) Fellowship in Friendliness. ‘‘The friends salute thee. Sa-
lute the friends by name.’”™ We are better friends of each other when
we are friends of Jesus, anxious md willing to do whatsoevér He
commands. v

Gold in the Golden Text

Beloved, imitate not that which is evil, but that which is good.
He that doeth evil hath not seen God. SJohn 11
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must not be heeded. Such examples are abundant on every hand.
Such enticements are everywhere set to ensnare everybody who will

against all mtm_ﬁuwlw!

yield. Imitate them not with one single iota of interest. Stand firm ||
to evil,

Fuifhoopﬁhumonth you mmbyMt” A

“There were other epitaphs that beguiled me much. ‘One was
the grave of a miser’s wife, who was too stingy to buy a
gravestone. Imtud, he bought one that was so narrow i %
carry the entire words he gave the marble man to carv l‘lﬁﬂm
woman had been starved nearly to death by this miser, and when she
d:odweig,hedleu _than 100 pounds. He told the tombstone man to
carve these words on the slab: ‘‘Liord, she was Thine.”” The miserly
slab, however, was so narrow the marble man couldn’t get it all on,
80 when it appeared, it read thus: ‘‘Lord, she was thin.”’ ;

1 was beguiled by something President Wilson said when he !elt
ill. The doctor called was Doctor Barber, of Baltimore. The other
three had been percussing, auscultating and pounding the dear Presi-
dent promiscuously before Doctor Barber came in. When the Presi-
dent was introduced to Doctor Barber, he smilingly said : ‘“This whole
procedure seems barbarous to me!’’

I know it ‘'would be traditional to say that as I have grown older,
all my sins and follies have faded and died, that I feel a sublimated
sanctity; that I am' almost free from sin, and am just ready for the
installation of my wings; that I never have any mean thoughts or
think any bad words; that I never lose my temper any more, and that
I am singing that grand old song,

““I would not live always, I ask not to stay,
‘Where storm after storm riseth dark o’er the way.’’

But if I professed any of these things I would be a hypocrite.
Truth to tell, I constantly try to be a better man and labor to con-
quer all my weaknesses, bit my weaknesses persist and, while I hope
in many ways I am a better man, I’'m not the kind of good man I
thought I would be if I lived to be this old. ;

And I never liked the old song about not wanting to live always,
because I do. I’ve never envied Enoch and Elijah, but I do congrat-
ulate them. I know I’mnot good enough to be taken up in a chariot
of fire, and I haven’t walked long trips with God, like Enoch did.
But if I could get out of this fleshy tabernacle without dying, 1'd yell
‘‘Hallelujah!’’ so loud it would shake the pyramids,

v

1 do understand how men may become more than willing to die.
I talked to such an one recently. A long-time Baptist preacher, dying
with cancer, told me that if he could have his will, he would go on at
that hour. I can understand that quite well, but so long as I am well,
able to work, capable of thought and action and can be used of God
to help some fellow traveler on the way, I want to keep living on.

I am thinking of what the Irishman said: ‘‘Faith,.an’ I wish I
knew where I was goin’ to die.”” To which his fellow Irishman re-
sponded, ‘“‘Faith, and for what do you wish that?’’ The answer
flashed back, ‘““Faith; an” I'd nivver go near the place!’’ I have
the same feeling, but I know that life’s end hastens on for us all, and
the only sound sense and philosophy is to be ready for it when it
comes.

T’ve never been afraid to die, the fact being I've never been
afraid of nu)thmg exoept to do wrong. I look across the western
hills with expectant heart, and yet, at seventy-seven, I no more want
to die than I did at sixteen, and I never did want to die.

I could go on talking about myself here until I was black in the
face and your eyes were tired with reading, but I forbear. When
my next birthday comes, which will be September 12, 1935, I will be
seventy-seven, and good Dr. Masters has promised he will put my pie-
ture in the Western Recorder that week. Look out for it!
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