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Answerline

Q. When is the new CISD
head baseball coach supposed to
start?

A. Scotty Brewington of
Ennis will begin duties Thurs.,
Feb. 26.

Briefly

Little League Signups
Little League signups for T-ball,
Minor, Major and Junior leagues
will be held Thursday, February
26 and March 1st, 2004 at the
Charter Communications office
(formerly Eddie’s Pharmacy) from
6 p.m.-8 p.m. Another signup
will be held Thursday, March 4 at
the Texas Fest at Hutchinson
Elementary. Please bring birth
certificate. Signup fees will be
$40 for t-ball, minor and major
league and $45 for junior league.

Immunization Clinic

Texas Department of Health will
hold an immunization clinic
Tuesday, March 9 from 10-12 and
1:30-3 at the Wallace Center,
Colorado City. Please bring
child’s immunization record to
clinicc For more information
please call 754-4945.

Golden Age Club

The Westbrook Golden Age Club
will meet Tuesday, March 2 with
a potluck supper at 6 p.m. Poten-
tial members and all visitors wel-
come.

Project Celebration

Project Celebration will have a
meeting Tuesday, March 2 at 6:30
p.m. at the Colorado High School
library. All seniors and parents
are invited to attend.

Texas Tumblers

The Texas Tumblers meet Mon-
day, Tuesday and Thursday’s every
week. Ages 3-6, Coconuts, meet
from 4-5 p.m.; ages 7 & up, Co-
conuts, meet from 5-6 p.m.; Ba-
nanas meet from 6:30-7:30 p.m.;
and ages 13 & up meet from 7:30-
8:30 p.m.

Girls Softball Signups
Mitchell County Girls Softball
Association will have sign-ups on
Thursday, February 26 and Tues-
day, March 2 from 6-8 p.m. at the
Civic Center. Please bring birth
certificate, social security number
and the child signing up for a
photo ID. Children ages 4 and up
by January 1, 2004 are eligible to
play.

KCCB Meeting

KCCB will meet Thursday, Feb-
ruary 26, 2004 at 6 p.m. at the

First Presbyterian Church, 5th and
Chestnut.

CCNet Board Meeting

The CCNET Board of Directors
will hold the annual meeting on
Thursday, March 4 at 11 a.m. at
Summer’s Restaurant. All inter-
ested persons are invited to attend
this Dutch Treat luncheon and
express their ideas and thoughts
for the future of CCNET.

Deaths

Bell, Guelker,

Howell, Palmer,
Standley

Around Town __

Happy 4th birthday Brayden
Coromado (Mar. 1)...Ask Isaac
Yanez what kind of glasses he's
going to get... Wilma Reynolds
enjoying some pancakes... Kim
Merket getting a shock from a
stapler... Happy 23rd anniversary

- Gloria and Rick Lucas... Happy

64th anniversary Ellwood and
Mabel Graham... Happy birth-
day Raymond Molina (Mar. 3)...
Kody Wood starts the habit...

Lake Levels

Lake Colorado City.......2061.79'
Full at 2,070.30'

Down 8.51'

Lake Champion............. 203471
Full at 2,083’
Down 48.29'

Levels courtesy of the United
States Geological Service, as of
Tuesday, February 24, 2004

McNeal’s
pre-trial
hearing set

A pre-trial hearing for City
Council member Bob McNeal
is set for 4 p.m. Thursday, Feb.
26, in Municipal Court at the
Civic Center.

McNeal’s bench trial before
Municipal Court Judge Belinda
Blassingame is set for 11 a.m.
March 16 in the county court-
room at the Mitchell County
Courthouse.

McNeal, who was elected the
District 2 representative in May
2003, pleaded not guilty Dec.
18 to a Class C misdemeanor
charge of violating the city’s
weed, rubbish and brush ordi-
nance.

McNeal’s trial is one of three
scheduled on the March 16
docket.

Trials are also set for An-
thony Arispe at 10 a.m. and
Esmeralda Franco at 10:30 a.m.

Arispe is charged with pos-
session of alcohol in a vehicle
while Franco is charged with
failure to yield the right of way

See HEARING, page 6
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Cooper prepares
Tyler for new role
with county EMS

The Mitchell County Emer- Cooper said Tuesday, Feb. 24,
gency Medical Service will have  “I applied to PA school this
a new director in'late May. past fall and was accepted. It’s

_EMS Director Jason Cooper a master’s degree program in
will resign his position in May physician attendant’s studies.
w.hcr‘1 he plans to start physi- “My intention is to return
i atl'cndan‘l“ﬁc'hool " here and practice if I can get a
Midland, ""’d assistant EMS sponsorship through the hos-
director Jason Tyler will be pital.”

promoted to director. Cooder ‘kaid Tvle il as
Cooper has been EMS di- O()E.L_r - d y'c‘r “;1'_ "h‘s'
rector since 2001, while Tyler Mll'm? - In‘(':w ,U“C;_w ('3 'i
has been with the service for Kd('ms 0. ledye. & (he cod o
five years, and was recently ay- . _
promoted to his current posi- He has been a supervisor in
tion in a supervisory role. my absence the past couple of
Hospital Administrator Linda Y¢ars,” Cooper said of Tyler.
Mize said Cooper is currently He was officially named to be
my replacement a month ago.”

training Tyler for his new role. : ; Hl ago.
Cooper said the 24-month Cooper served as EMS di-

JASON COOPER, LEFT, Mitchell County EMS director provided by Texas Tech Uni-
since 2001, will resign his position in late May when he versity begins in late May in
plans to start physician’s attendant school in Midland, and
Tyler will lead the service.
Tyler has been with the EMS for five years.

assistant EMS director Jason

Three honored at

Chamber banquet

Bobbie Banks, Blaine Lem-
ons and Bob Ratliff were hon-
ored during the 95th annual
Colorado City Area Chamber
of Commerce banquet Satur-
day, Feb. 21, at the Civic Cen-
ter.

In addition, three former
Chamber of Commerce board
presidents provided past ac-
counts of the Chamber and
Colorado City in following the
banquet’s theme “Memories ...
From Then ... Until Now.”

Banks received the Citizen of
the Year award for 2003, while
Lemons is the first recipient of
the Young Citizen of the Year
award.

Ratliff, a Colorado City busi-
nessman, was recognized for his
50 years in the insurance busi-
ness.

Patrick Toombs, Tom Scott
and Mike Ratliff made the
presentations.

Banks is a member of the

Community
pays tribute
to fire chief

The Colorado City Police
Department dispatcher paged
“321” twice Monday, Feb. 23.

There was no reponse.

The response made to dis-
patcher Martha Martinez was
that “321” had ended his tour
of duty.

She then said, “321, fare-
well.”

Martinez was among several
hundred Mitchell County resi-
dents paying tribute and saying
a final farewell to Colorado
City Volunteer Fire Department
Fire Chief Tommy Jay Guelker.
His radio call number was
I3t

Guelker, 51, died Friday,
Feb. 20, when he suffered a
heart attack at his home.

He served as the CCVFD's
fire chief since 1990 and was
remembered during services at
First Baptist Church by three
longtime friends and col-
leagues.

olorado City, Loraine and
Westbrook  firefighters  paid
Guelker a stately tribute by
leading the funeral procession

See TRIBUTE, page 6

Mitchell County Hospital Dis-
trict’s board of directors, and
director of the Heart of West
Texas Museum.

She also was selected Woman
of the Year by the Colorado
City Business and Professinal
Women’s Club for 2003.

Lemons, a former City
Council member, is active in the
Mitchell County and district 4-
H programs, and was recog-
nized as a role model and
mentor in the Pee Wee League
football program.

He is a 1987 Colorado High
School graduate and 1991
graduate of Texas Tech Univer-
sity.

Mike Ratliff honored his
dad, Bob, a descendant of a
Mitchell County pioneer fam-
ily, for his 50 years in the in-
surance business

Mike now owns the Ratliff
Insurance Agency, although

See THREE, page 6

physician attendant’s program rector in 1999 for one year,
He returned as a paramedic a
short time later in 1999 and was
4 promoted to EMS director in

Midland. 2001.

“This is something [ have

wanted to do for a long time,” See EMS, page 2

THREE MITCHELL COUNTY RESIDENTS were honored during the 95th annual Colorado
City Area Chamber of Commcer banquet Saturday, Feb. 21, at the Civic Center. Bobbie
Banks was selected as the 2003 Citizen of the Year; Blaine Lemons received the first Young
Citizen of the Year award; and businessman Bob Ratliff, second from left, was recognized
for his 50 years in the insurance business. Mike Ratliff, left, who now owns the business,
introduced his dad, a descendant of a Mitchell County pioneer family. Related photo, page 3.

THE COLORADO CITY VOLUNTEER Fire Department paid the highest tribute to a

Ex-Record
publisher
Joe Bell dies

Joe Bell, publisher and editor
of the Colorado City Record
from 1952 to 1972, died Feb.
19 in Austin.

Graveside services were held
Feb. 22 in Valera.

Bell, 84, died following a
lengthy struggle with Parkin-
son’s disease and other ill-
nesses.

Bell, who was born in
Brownwood, purchased the Re-
cord in the spring of 1952
along with Roy Fox of San
Saba from W.W. Whipkey.

Bell bought out Fox a year
later and stepped in as editor
and publisher. Mac McKinnon
bought the newspaper from
Bell in August 1971.

McKinnon, now publisher of
The Dublin Citizen, sold the
Record in November 1980 to
Western Communications -- a
San Angelo-based company
that owned several rural news-
papers in West Texas.

Earl Plagens purchased 10

v,
‘

o

. e

-

firefighter Monday, Feb. 23, when Unit 30 carried the fag-draped casket of Fire Chief percent of Western Communi-
Tommy Jay Guelker to the Colorado City Cemetery. Guelker's bunker gear, including his cations and began work as
jacket, boots, pants and helmet, was located behind the fire truck during the lengthy funeral publisher in May 1982.

procession that also included Loraine and Westbrook firefighters. Firefighters David Denison
and Lynnie Boyd accompanied the casket. Guelker died Friday, Feb. 20

He purchased the remaining
See BELL, page 16




Conditions provide
quality quail hunt
in Mitchell County

Bad weather has dampened
the final week of quail season,
but the 2003-04 hunt n
Mitchell County will go into the
books as one of the best in sev-
eral years

T'he four-month-long season
ends Sunday, Feb. 29 statewide

“This was an exceptional
year on quail hunting,” said
Texas Parks and Wildlife De-
partment Game Warden Randy
Bullard a long season,
but quail hunting 1s big 1n
Mitchell County

| would sdy this has been as

“It’s

good a season as we've had In
eight or nine years in m)
whmmn. and in the opinion ot
landowners and hunters, t00

Bullard said a large number

of hunters from East Texas
travel west during “the season
because “it’s a bird that in

some parts of the state doesn 1
reallv exist because of the fire
ant problem. We

near the

don't have
problem as in other
parts of the state

‘We get a lot of people, par-

ticularly from East Texas, to
come to Mitchell County and
hunt. They've had a successul

We had an excellent popu-
lation. | had a lot of hunters
comment about the extra large

AyDe they were

epy or did
you have been

r other tomaobile ~
other autlomoDiie

Hicic
ollision

RTWED AS ABOVE ERs N

T T Boa ¥ LEGH . CIA

icker negligence is the major

tributing factor in many fatalities Richard A. Dodd, L.C
3 vide. Maybe they were Craig W. Brown, PL.L.C
tracted or didn't adjust for road Imothy R. Cappolino, P

t maintain the r
n a truck collision
0 call
us for professional insight

coveys. They were seeing large
coveys of birds as many as 60
to 70 birds in a covey

“They were very excited
about that, and seeing and
hunting and killing more blue
quail, which is a scaled quail.
Quail  hunters  have been
happy.’

Bullard said hunter success
was steady throughout the sea-
son with deer hunters playing a
big role after the whitetail sea-
son closed in January.

“It really didn’t slack off,”
Bullard said. “We’'ve had years
when the quail hunting was
good the first month and
slacked off after that. This year
we've had good quail hunting
the whole scason countywide.

“The thing about quail
hunters is that you have them
coming in every weekend for
four months of the year.”

Bullard said early summer
rainfall in 2003 provided the
addition to
three good
of food for

necessdry cover In
st “two 1o
nd plenty
the voung birds.”

‘Hopefullv, we will get some
good spring rains and keep the
vegetation up for
them, providing a place to
Bullard expect
another good year next year.”
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expertise and staff with over 90
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Joseph Edward Bell
1920-2004

Joseph Edward Bell, died Thursday, February 19, 2004
following a long struggle with Parkinson’s and other
illnesses. He was 84 years old. Graveside services were
held Sunday, February 22 in Valera, Texas. Memorial
services were held at University Christian Church in
Austin Monday, February 23. :

Joe Bell was born in Brownwood on Jan. 14, 1920, the
last child of W.A. and Ellie Smith Bell. He attended Howard
Payne College in Brownwood, where he worked on the
college paper and covered ball games for 50 cents a night.
He married Madge Bennett of Valera on Christmas Eve, 1941. After working as
the first Marine combat correspondent from Texas during World War II, his
college friend Roy Fox offered him a half-interest in the twice-weekly Colorado
City Record in 1952.

Between 1952 and 1972 he owned, edited and published the Colorado City
Record, a newspaper that won more than 50 awards, including sweepstakes
honors from the Texas Press Association as the state’s best newspaper of its
size. He was former president of the Colorado City Chamber of Commerce and
recipient of a distinguished service award from the national Junior Chamber of
Commerce. Joe and Madge retired for good in the mid-1990s and moved to
Austin.

Survivors include his wife, Madge; one daughter, Brenda Bell; one son and
daughter-in-law, Craig Bell and Sue Moss; granddaughters, Ann Bell Farrar and
Lily Farrar and Katherine Bell-Moss Campbell and husband Greg; great-
grandson, William Bell Campbell and numerous nieces and nephews.

Bobby Standley
1932-2004

Bobby Standley, 71, died Thursday, February 19, 2004 at Anson General
Hospital. Funeral services were held Sunday, February 22, 2004, at Lawrence-
Adams Funeral Home with Rev. Mike Walton officiating. Burial was in Mount
Hope Cemetery

Born September 2, 1932, in Lawton, Oklahoma, Bobby was a son of the late
Charley H. and Mabel Ann (Peterson) Standley. He was a U.S. Army veteran of
the Korean Conflict and attended Odessa Junior College. Bobby married Sherrie
Stephens January 26, 1957 in Lovington, New Mexico. He worked as a pumper
for Superior Oil Company, Mobile Oil Company, and retired from Pioncer Oil
Company in 1997. Bobby moved to Anson from Colorado City in 2000.

Survivors include his wife, Sherrie Standley of Anson; three daughters and
son-in-law, Celinda Knight of Midland, Debbie Standley of Anson, and Tina and
Larry Miller of Denton; two sons and daughters-in-law, Eddie and Terri Beene of
Wall and Charley H. and Leslie Standley, II of Midland; one brother, Lowene
Standley and wife, Barbara of Midland; one sister, Trenna White and husband,
Tommy of Midland; 13 grandchildren, and five great-grandchildren.

Jack Edward Palmer
1928-2004

Jack Edward Palmer, 75, of Odessa, died Saturday, February 21, 2004 at
Medical Center Hospital. He was born Monday, May 21, 1928, in Westbrook,
Mitchell County to the late Delores Hart and Bennie Lawrence Palmer.

Jack was a resident of Lincoln Tower in Odessa for 10 years, having moved
there from Jal, NM, where he had lived and worked for 50 years. He retired as a
Plant Operator from El Paso Natural Gas with 41 years of service.

He is survived by his brothers, Larry Palmer and wife, Janice, of Odessa; and
Leroy Palmer and wife, Jackie, of San Angelo; and numerous nieces and nephews
and many friends

Memorial services were held Monday, February 23, 2004 at Lincoln Tower in
Odessa. Graveside services followed at Westbrook Cemetery with Brother Ted
Short officiating.

Honorary pallbearers were Kcith Palmer, Kerian Palmer, Deral Palmer, Greg
Palmer, Paul Bailey, and Zachary Byjley

Arrangements were by Family Services Funeral Parlor of Kermit.

CLEARANCE CLEARANCE

MEN & WOMEN'S

Al

book.

BUCKS!

EhbENLre

www.cnbccity.com.
Ropers

Mig. Suggesied Retall Price 544999

75299.99

FJONVYVIVITO IIONVHVITO IJIONVHVITO IIDNVAUVITIO

FONYHV3ITO

’

Tommy Jay Guelker
1953-2004

Mr. Tommy Jay Guelker, 51, of Colorado City, died Friday, February 20,
2004 at a local hospital. Services were held Monday in the First Baptist Church.
Burial followed in the Colorado City Cemetery under the direction of Kiker-Seale
Funeral Home.

Mr. Guelker was born to J.H. and Esther Jones Guelker in Sweetwater on
January 16, 1953. He married Debby Bradford on April 28, 1979 in Levelland.
He owned and operated Colorado City Electric. He joined the Colorado City
Volunteer Fire Department on February 17, 1983 and was the Volunteer Fire
Chief since December of 1990. He was an avid sports player, was President of the
Mitchell County Girls Softball League and a loving husband and father, and a
friend to many. ;

He is survived by his wife of 24 years, Debby Guelker of Colorado City; two
daughters, Christine Michelle Guelker of San Angelo and Samantha Nicole
Guelker of Ellsworth Air Force Base in South Dakota; his parents, J.H. and
Esther Guelker of Colorado City; two sisters, Terri Robbens of Las Vegas,
Nevada and Genia Conner of Owasso, Oklahoma; and one brother, -Carl Guelker
of Colorado City.

In lieu of flowers, please make donations to the Colorado City Volunteer Fire

Department.
Theda Howell
el ¥ 1922-2004

Theda Howell, 82, passed away in Arlington following a stroke. Ms. Howell
s;%csng her childhood in Colorado City, where she graduated with the class of

Ms. Howell’s father was a T.P. Railway agent here. Her mother owned a
popular photography studio on Oak Street. Ms. Howell was honored several
times by the city of Arlington, where she was parade co-marshall with then
mayor Vandegreff. She'traveled extensively and was assigned job duties in Tel
Aviv, Israel where she spent several years. She also enjoyed trips to various
cities in Europe.

Memorial services will be held at her home in Arlington at 3 p.m. Saturday,
February 28. Friends and family will gather to recall achievements, activities and
interests of Theda and to celebrate her life. Ms. Howell always attended the
Mitchell County Reunion and all Class of ‘39 activities. She was a fun person
and those who remember her, loved to be in her presence.

She is survived by one son, David of Arlington.

EMS

Cooper said he expects the
county EMS to continue its ad-
vanced services and maintain its
reputation under Tyler’s lead-
ership.

Cooper said Tyler is “easily
qualified for this job. He has
the dedication, the crew’s trust,
and they respect his decisions. |
think they will support him.
They also want what is best for
the service.”

Tyler said, “I feel confi-
dence that Cooper will train me
the way | need to be trained to
run this service efficiently. |
feel comfortable as the EMS
director.

“lI feel I am going to lead

FROM PAGE 1

the crew to better pastures that
are yet to come. | feel that |
want to continue the education
and professionalism that we
have gained from Cooper being
the EMS director and continue
that in the county and commu-
nity.”

Tyler has advanced his
training during his time with
the county EMS. He is a na-
tional registered paramedic and
last year became a critical care
paramedic.

*We Havé ' alwdys Pushed
education and you can see that
it ‘fras improved our service a
great deal,” he said.

. .is'simply/another way for
- The City.National Bank
f{o:g}ggﬂqueﬁrov:dlng the very

.

Vador s

. sbestin banking services.

As always, the City National Bank wants to give our customers the very best in banking
services. Therefore, beginning in February, we are proud to deliver Check Imaging, a
new money management tool that will help you organize your finances

The process is simple.

By taking a “picture” of each check and deposit slip, our new check imaging
system converts them into a sharp digital format. We can provide copies (front
and back) of old checks and deposits easily and quickly.

Each month an 8 1/2 x11" check imaged page will replace your Individual can-
celled checks and deposit slips. You will never again have to sort through all
those loose pieces of paper! As an added convenience, we have put the check
images in numerical order, therefore saving you time balancing your check-

This is an imaged reproduction of your ac-
tual check printed from an optical disk. This
dccument is acceptable in a court of law and
by the IRS as your permanent record of proof
of payment.

You'll never have to store another cancelled check again when you have a
checking account with The City National Bank. From now on, images of your
cancelled checks will be returned neatly sorted, in order, all three-hole punched
and ready to store in your free Check Imaging binder. No more shoe boxes, no
more overstuffed drawers. Balancing your checkbook just became a whole lot
easier with Check Imaging. Images can be viewed on our website at

Binders can now be picked up at City National Bank.

The City National Bank

of Colorado City

Member City National Bancshares, Inc.
www.cnbecity.com 228 Eim Downtown Colorado City Member FDIC
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local news

SEVERA

PEAKERS WERE featured during the 95th annual Colorado City Area Chamber

of Commerce banquet as they provided insight to the Chamber’s history. Left to right are
Tandy Curlee, Chamber president in 1965; Marsha Jordan, the Chamber’s first lady president.

in 1991; and Mac McKinnon, Chamber president in 1976,

and now a Dublin resident.

Sue

Lowrnnce, the Chamber’s current executive director, was honored for her efforts with the

banquet, and Charles Rice was introduced as the Chamber’s incoming president.
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Group at Valley Fair Lodge decided almost a year ago that children some time grow restless while in the
waiting room and felt the wildlife videos would help the wait until they get in to see their doctor. The wildlife

series of videos is suitable and entertaining for a wide age group as well.

SONIC BREAKFAST

SPECIALS

125 EAST 1-20 - COLORADO CITY
728-3951 or 728-5017

EVERYDAY
8:00 A.M. - 10:00 A.M.

Breakfast Toasters....99¢
Breakfast Burritos.....99¢
Route 44 Drinks........e99¢

Good Onlyy ¢ ~
SONIC DRIVE IN

5 EAST |20 » COLORADO CITY, TX

12
728-3951 or 728-5017
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Election set
for hospital
directors

The Mitchell County Hospi-
tal District’s directors called the
May 15 election during their
Fuesday night, Feb. 24, meet-
ing.

Karen Holman, administra-
tive secretary, said candidate
filing started Wednesday, Feb.
25, and continues through
March 15.

Places held by Bobbie Banks,
Hollis Gainey and DeLynn
Hackfeld will be on the ballot.

Early voting will be held
from 8 am. to S p.m. in the
new hospital’s lobby April 28
through May 11.

Applications for ballots by
mail can be submitted until
May 8.

Sandra Sullivan is early vot-
ing clerk. Brenda Kelley will
serve as election judge in Colo-
rado City, Christine Britton in
Loraine and Leslie Moody in
Westbrook.

Polling places will be at the
Mitchell  County Courthouse,
Westbrook school district, and
Loraine Senior Citizens build-
ing.

ELEGT

Brooks
! -
Wallis
For Commissioner, Pct. 1

CONSERVATIVE, EFFECTIVE

LEADERSHIP FOR MITCHELL COUNTY
Pol. Adv. Pd. for by Brooks Wallis, Brooks Wallis, Treasurer,

A classified ad will get
attention! Call 728-3413.
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Hospital patients moved

Patients have been moved to
the new Mitchell County Hos-
pital at 997 West 1-20 and it’s
just a matter time before the
doors are locked at the old fa-
cility at 1543 Chestnut St.

Mitchell County Emergency
Medical Service paramedics
transferred six patients to the
new health care facility Thurs-
day, Feb. 19, and others arrived
in Valley Fair Lodge’s new
van.

Family Medical Associates
remains the only hospital dis-
trict facility not having made
the move.

The rural health clinic will
remain at at 505 Chestnut St.
until a parking lot is completed
at the new site.

The new facility also houses
the EMS and Heart of West
Texas Home Health Care.

Bad weather is expected to
delay parking lot, curb and
gutter work.

Karen Holman, the hospital’s
administrative secretary, said
the  patient transfer was
“smooth. We’re working out
the bugs here at the new hospi-
tal.”

Hospital Administrator Linda
Mize said there are areas in the
new facility that still need up-
dates to meet the Americans
With Disabilities Act.

“We are waiting for a final
report from Mike Bailey at the
Texas Department of Health on
his inspection,” Mize said.

Bailey gave the district clear-
ance to make the full move
from its old location to the new
site after an inspection Thurs-
day, Feb. 12.

The hospital’s pharmacy,
radiology department and labo-
ratory made the move Feb. 19.

Mize also said hospital per-
sonnel has been busy getting

| Alfonso Preciado, M.D.

| American Board of Surgery
Specialty: General Surgery
Education: Republic of Panama
Medical School, Panama
Fellowship: Baylor College of Medicine,
TX
Residency: Western Pennsylvania,
Pittsburgh, PA

Houston,

Office: 1501 W. 11th Place, First Floor
(Malone Hogan Clinic)
Big Spring, Texas 79720
Hours: Mon. - Fri.8am. -5 p.m.
Phone: (432) 263-6018

the new hospital in order.

During their Tuesday night,
Feb. 24, meeting, hospital dis-
trict directors voted to allow C-
C Net to keep equipment the
group purchased with a grant,
with the stimulation of provid-
ing the new hospital with
equipment to replace outdated
equipment.

Mary Ann Davila made the
request for C-C Net.

Mize said, “Our staff person
helped write the grant. We were
all supposed to continue the
management of the grant.”

Mize said an audit of the C-C
Net grant has just been com-
pleted and given clearance.

“We feel like our business is
health care,” she said. “We
don’t feel like that is part of
our mandate, and we have
asked to let out of that particu-
lar process.

“They have agreed to help

us with some things, but for the
most part they will take care of
the community. We have all we
can do to tend to our own busi-
ness right now.

“We are opting out of that.”

Larry  Johnson, hospital
board president, told directors
he took his last treatment Tues-
day for prostate cancer after
having surgery several months
ago.

“The doctor told me-that if |
live to be an old man, I 'a¥m go-
ing to die from something be-
side prostate cancer,” Johnson
said. “I am on the road to re-
covery. It’s going to be down-
hill from here.”

Directors also  approved
Winnie Roach and Helen Stub-
blefield as new hospital auxil-
iary members, and allied health
privileges for Christine Heady,
who is employed at the two
prison units.
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we are very excited about the addition of Dr. Alfonso Preciado to the medical staff.

As a board-certified general surgeon, Dr. Preciado is experienced in
Gastrointestinal Diseases, Advanced Laparoscopic Procedures, Bilary
Surgery, Anti-reflux Surgery, and Endocrine Surgery. In addition to
his surgical experience, Dr. Preciado also brings with him a great attitude and

understanding that is so important to patient care. And, he is fluent in Spanish!

-
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local news

Early voting is under way in
the March 9 Democratic and
Republican primaries with 40
voters casting ballots as of
Tuesday, Feb. 24, at the
Mitchell County Courthouse.

Election Clerk Brenda Kel-
ley said 21 voted in the Demo-
cratic primary and eight in the
Republican primary on Mon-
day, Feb. 23 -- the first day for
early voting.

As of 3 p.m. Tuesday, eight
ballots were cast in the Demo-
cratic primary and three in the
GOP primary.

Debby Carlock, early voting
clerk, said early votes can be
cast from 8 a.m. to noon and
from 1-5 p.m. through March
4, and from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

March S -- the last day to vote
early

The last day to receive ap-
plications for ballots by mail 1s
Monday, March 1

For  more
phone 728-3481.

The focus in the primary
election is on contested races
for county commissioner in
Precincts 1 and 3.

information,

In Precinct 1, there is a
three-way race in the Demo-
cratic primary among Jimmy
Ray “Jug” Rees, Larry Don
Watlington and Brooks Wallis.

The Precinct 1 commis-
sioner’s job became available
when incumbent Ed Roach
said he plans to retire after his
term expires at the close of
2004, giving him 20 years as a
county commissioner.

Mickey Neff is the only Re-
publican seeking the Precinct 1
commissioner’s position. He
has no opposition in the pri-
mary.

The Precinct 3 commis-
sioner’s position has contested
races in both primaries.

George  Hardegree  and
Larry Johnson seek the Re-
publican nomination, while in-
cumbent commissioner Wendy
Inman faces Harrell Crawford
in the Democratic primary.

Several other incumbents
filed for re-¢lection, and they
are unopposed in the March 9
primary.

Tom Rees Sr. is seeking re-
election as Mitchell County
attorney. He filed Dec. 16 for

the Democratic primary.

Rees is secking his first full
term as county attorney.

County commissioners ap-
pointed Rees to fill the unex-
pired term of Mark Piland, and
he was elected to the position
in November 2002.

Mitchell County Sheriff Pat-
rick Toombs and Tax Asses-
sor-Collector- Faye Lee have
both filed for re-election in the
Democratic primary.

Lee has served as tax asses-
sor-collector for seven years.
Toombs was first elected to of-
fice in November 1992.

Tommy Scott, who is the
current constable for Precincts
2 and 3, filed his intent with
County Judge Ray Mayo to
seek the county sheriff’s job
on the Independent ticket.

After the March 9 primary,
Scott can start collecting the 97
signatures needed in order get
him on the Nov. 2 general
election ballot. :

The 97 signatures represent
S percent of the voters who
cast ballots in the 2002 guber-
natorial election.

The last day for independ-

ent candidates to file applica-
tions and petitions is May 13.

County GOP chair Jay
McCollum and County Demo-
cratic chair Geory Martin also
have filed for re-election in the
primary.

Neither has opposition in
the primary but will be on the
ballot.

"The following' GOP and

Democratic  precinct  chairs
face no opposition in the pri-
maries and are considered duly
declared appointed and will’
not appear on the ballot.

Democratic Party precinct
chairs are Robert Cox, 046;
Joan Merket Long, Precinct 4;
and Bobby L. Lemons, Pre-
cinct 1.

No one has filed for chairs
in Precincts 2, 025 and 3.
Those chairmen will be ap-
pointed.

GOP precinct chairs filing
are’ Donald Smith, Precinct 1;
Kenneth Kendall, Precinct 4;
Frank Brownfield, 046; John
W. Beckmeyer, 025; Leslie
Scott, Precinct 3; and D’Dee
Morris, Precinct 2.

- Early voting in primaries now under way

JAMES HARDESTY OF LORAINE was among 29 Mitchell
County voters casting ballots Monday, Feb. 23 - the first
dav for early voting in the March 9 primary. Election Clerk
Brenda Kelley said 21 voted in the Democratic primary and
eight in the Republican primary. Early voting ends March 5

at the county courthouse.

Precinct |

Democratic Candidates

Jug Rees

Why are you qualified to
serve as county commissioner?

My work history includes six
years with the Texas Highway
Department where | learned to
maintain roads as well as pre-
paring budgets and keeping the
books in the office

I farmed for 28
working with budgets and em
ployees. | retired from farming

and will be a fulltime em-

years,

In past years, city and
county officials have not al-
ways helped out each other.
Do you see any problem with
the city and county working
together on a project beneficial
to both entities?

No, | don’t see problem
When both parties sit down and
talk it out and forget who 1s
rlghl r wrong, positive deci-
stons can be made. Evervbody
has to work together for the

good of Mitchell Count

The county jail is aging and
is not meeting state jail com-
pliances. The state jail commis-
sion will eventually order the
county to build a new jail. Do
you think it should be built
large enough to house offend-
ers from other counties?

Yes. When the population of
Mitchell County grows, we will
have room for our own in-
mates. Revenue from other
counties will help pay for the
jail

Counties with a strong in-
dustrial tax base lessens the tax
burden on property owners.
What would you do to in-
crease the industrial tax base
in Mitchell County?

I would work with the other
commissioners and entities to
encourage industries to locate
here. We need to let them know
what we have going for us. The
new hospital is a sign of growth,
not of a dying town.

Do you think the county
should allow its equipment and
employees to be used for proj-
ects that benefit the county
such as the parking lot con-
struction at the new hospital?

If the county has the equip-

ment and employees that know
the paving and construction
business and can do the job
cheaper than a contractor, yes.
However, the county’s needs
are important also. So there has
to be a balance. We need to
maintain the county roads and
occassionally assist other enti-
Lies.

Small to mid-size West
Texas communities are bat-
tling for economic develop-
ment. Communities are buying
economic development, offer-
ing companies thousands of
dollars to locate in their town.
How can we compete with

them?

Mitchell County needs to
advertise the quality of our
schools, our new hospital, and
our two lakes

Brooks Wallis

Why are you qualified to
serve as county comnfissioner?

Having owned and operated
my own business for 25 years, |
have quUlYUf the kmmlcdgc
and skills needed to prepare
and adhere to budgets and
manage the county’s finances
I am also experienced in the
arcas of employee supervision,
the operation and maintenance
of equipment, and the con-
struction and maintenance of
roads

In past years, city and
county officials have not al-
ways helped out each other.
Do you see any problem with
the city and county working
together on a project beneficial
to both entities?

I believe cooperation be-
tween the city and the county
on projects beneficial to both
entities would be beneficial for
the taxpayers as well as im-
proving the morale of the
whole community.

The county jail is aging and
is not meeting state jail com-
pliances. The state jail commis-
sion will eventually order the
county to build a new jail, do
you think it should be built
large enough to house offend-
ers from other counties?

That is something that
should be studied. We need to
look at the revenue that could
be received versus the cost of
the larger jail and expenses as-
sociated with housing offenders
from other counties.

ANy e o L D et

Counties with a strong in-
dustrial tax base lessens the tax
burden on property owners.
What would you do to in-
crease the industrial tax base
in Mitchell County?

I would work with the Board
of Economic Development to
promote the industry that we
have here in our county and to
seek new industries wanting to
locate in a small rural area.

Do you think the county
should allow its equipment and
employees to be used for proj-
ects that benefit the county
such as the parking lot con-
struction at the new hospital?

I do oot bediowe « that | the
county equipment—and man-
power should have been used
on a project of this magnitude.
Our county equipment is for,
and the county employees are
experienced in, road and bridge
construction and maintenance,
not site construction for multi-
million dollar buildings

The site preparation and
building paid should have been
done by a contractor with expe-
rience and expertise in this
area

As for the county construct-
ing just the parking lot, it is a
double-edge sword. | do not
believe the county should com-
pete with area contractors, but |
do believe we should save every
tax dollar we can. For projects
like the sports complex, | think
it is good that the county can
use its equipment and man-
power to obligate its portion of
the funds for the matching
grants used to fund those types
of projects

Small to mid-size West
Texas communities are bat-
tling for economic develop-
ment. Communities are buying
economic development, offer-
ing companies thousands of
dollars to locate in their town.
How can we compete with
them?__ _

Location. Qur community is
centrally located between four
major urban areas and on [-20

Natural resources -- we have
waler
Human resources -- we have

great people

Larry Don Watlington

Why are you qualified to
serve as county commissioner?
I am honest, dedicated and

willing to serve. | have 31 years
of successful financial planning
experience. During that time, |
have worked with large budgets,
and staying on top of my op-
erations. | have always been a
hands-on employer to my em-
ployees. I am experienced in
the operation and maintenance
of heavy equipment. 1 would
like to serve the people of
Mitchell County.

In past years, city and
county officials have not
helped out each other. Do you
see any problem with the city
and county working together
on a project beneficial to both
entities?

Many of the reSidents’in Pre-
cinct 1 live within the city. lim-
its. To be fair and serve all the
taxpayers, | feel it is important
for the city and the county to
work together. As long as the
projects are beneficial to all and
everybody, | think the city and
county need to work together.

The county jail is aging and
is not meeting state jail com-
pliances. The state jail commis-
sion will eventually order the
county to build a new jail, do
you think it should be built
large enough to house offend-
ers from other counties?

I would say ves because if it
comes to that housing out-of-
county offenders would bring
revenue and jobs into the
county. I know that is going to
be a big expense when that time
comes, but | think we should
look at what it costs in relation
to housing our inmates some-
where else. | would presume it
would be more beneficial, if we
had to build a jail, to build one
that would house out-of-county
inmates

Counties with a strong in-
dustrial tax base lessens the tax
burden on property owners.
What would you do to in-
crease the industrial tax base
in Mitchell County?

I would work with other
commissioners and keep an
open mind to ideas that are
brought to the commissioners
by the economic development
board. We need to try to reduce
our taxes, if we possibly can, so
that industry will look at
Mitchell County as an afford-
able place to locate. Being wise
with our choices in soliciting
prospective industry, that would
help employ local residents as
well as bring in new families to
our community would help
also. Every county needs eco-
nomic growth and that’s a big
part of Mitchell County’s fu-
ture

Do you think the county
should allow its equipment and
employees to be used for proj-
ects that benefit the county
such as the parking lot con-
struction at the new hospital?

Yes, | think we should if it is
financially beneficial to the
county and the city as long as
we do not neglect our roads
and right of ways in the county.

Small to mid-size West
Texas communities are bat-
tling for economic develop-
ment. Communities are buying
economic development, offer-
ing companies thousands of
dollars to locate in their town.
How can we compete with
them?

If your tax base does not
allow, you cannot compete
dollar for dollar with those
other communities, but you can
and must promote and en-
hance those resources we have
to offer. Tax abatement are a
good thing, but I believe they
should only be temporary, for a
short period of time. Once they
get their business established,
they should start paying their
taxes like the rest of us.

Precinct 3
Democratic Candidates

Harrell Crawford

Why are you qualified to
serve as county commissioner?

I have 20 years of financial
and logistics with the U.S.
Navy, and 19 years of dirt con-
struction, and the operation and
teaching of heavy equipment,
and 30 years of supervising
personnel.

In past years, city and
county officials have not al-
ways helped out each other.
Do you see any problem with
the city and county working
together on a project beneficial
to both entities?

Only when it involves funds
from different taxing entities.
That could become a burden
on the taxpayers. We are all in
this boat together, so let’s row
together

The county jail is aging and
is not meeting state jail com-
pliances, The state jail commis-
sion will eventually order the
county to build a new jail. Do
you think it should be built
large enough to house offend-
ers from other counties?

No. We are a small commu-
nity and it would involve more
than just housing additional
offenders.

Counties with a strong in-
dustrial tax base lessens thé tax
burden on property owners.
What would you do to in-

crease the industrial tax base
in Mitchell County?

We are going to have to sell
the idea to large companies.
Mitchell County would be a
profitable location for their
business.

Do you think the county
should allow its equipment and
employees to be used for proj-
ects that benefit the county
such as the parking lot con-
struction at the new hospital?

Again, the county and the
hospital are two separate taxing
entities. We are going to pay
twice for the hospital’s parking
lot. The county got in over its
head when they didn’t investi-
gate how déeply flidy”"Would
become inn)‘lv'ci “betore “they
took On that responsibility. Our
road and bridge crews are ex-
actly that.

Small to mid-size West
Texas communities are bat-
tling for economic develop-
ment. Communities are buying
economic development, offer-
ing companies thousands of
dollars to locate in their town.
How can we compete with
them?

We don’t try to compete with
the Joneses! We sell our town to
companies by actually adver-
tising what we have to offer
such as the interstate, two U.S.
highways, three utility compa-
nies, a hospital, schools, vacant
properties, affordable housing,
and a large work force.

Get together with the city
and utilities, and offer the com-
panies some kind of incentive
to locate here such as tax
abatement and utility rate ad-
justments.

Wendy Inman

Why are you qualified to
serve as county commissioner?
I feel like | was qualified to
serve as county commissioner
because | had served on the
Westbrook Independent School
District board for six years, and
I have served on the deacon
board at First Baptist Church
where we have to deal with
money and problems that arise.
Being county commissioner is a
little bit larger position than the
other two. It’s normally not the
same problems you contend
with but they are just problems
you contend and you do the
best job vou c¢an to get them
corrected. | secking my third

lerm as commissioner,
See CANDIDATES, pg. §
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local

CANDIDATES

In past years, city and
county officials have not al-
ways helped out each other.
Do you see any problem with
the city and county working
together on a project beneficial
to both entities?

The county in the past has
helped with the city many
times, especially Precinct 1 and
Precinct. 3. We have donated
our services of our trueks and
our hands to help with city
clean-ups by hauling off mate-
rial form alleys. I feel like we
have helped more than most
people know. I feel we will help
the city any time we can ... any
kind of clean up date .. and
looking to see if we can help in
other ways ... how we can co-
operate with each other.

The county jail is aging and
is not meeting state jail com-
pliances. The state jail commis-
sion will eventually order the
county to build a new jail, do
you think it should be built
large enough to house offend-
ers from other counties?

If we don’t meet the compli-
ances of the state, I think even-
tually we are going to have to
have a few facility, and hope-
fully, if it ever takes place, I
would like to have a joint city
and county facility as one. That
would have to be worked who
was in charge, but | would like
to have it maybe a Mitchell
County law enforcement center.

Counties with a strong in-
dustrial tax base lessens the tax
burden on property owners.
What would you do to in-
crease the industrial tax base
in Mitchell County?

I know the county needs
some industry to come in, and
we have not yet gotten any big
industry to come to Mitchell
County, but there is always that
possibility that something will
take place, and when it does, it
will lessen the burden on the
county taxpayers. That’s what
we are striving to do is try to
lessen the burden on the county
taxpayers, and hopefully with
new businesses we can do that.
We do our best at budget work-
shop to scrutinize department
budgets and keep the tax base
down the best we can.

Do you think the county
should allow its equipment and
employees to be used for proj-
ects that benefit the county
such as the parking lot con-
struction at the new hospital?

If it's feasible to where we
can do this, I would encourage
the use of county equipment
and employees to help with
benefits like the hospital and
sports complex because they
are vital, especially the hospital.
In the near future, we have to
look at each situation as it
comes to see if it would be
beneficial for the county.

Small to mid-size West
Texas communities are bat-
tling for economic develop-
ment. Communities are buying
economic development, offer-
ing companies thousands of
dollars to locate in their town.

Tax-free Bonds

Dallas, Tx. Independent School District

news

How can we compete with
them? ;

I am not real eager to buy
economic development to come
in. I don’t particularly like fo
do that with county money, put
if that is the only way to/get
new businesses to come in{ that
is an alternative to go for. I
would rather offer new busi-
nesses that want to come in a
nice clean city and county to
live in ... one that looks like has
potential for growth. They
could in turn maybe give them
an abatement of sort to come
in, but buying them is the least
thing I want to do. 1 would
rather give a tax abatement be-
cause that would eventually
help down the road when a
company would start paying
taxes.

Precinct 3

Republican Candidates

George Hardegree

Why are you qualified to
serve as county commissioner?

I am a graduate of Texas
Tech University. | have served
as chairman of the Mitchell
County Fair, treasurer of the
Westbrook Fire Department and
president of the Area Il Ag Sci-
ence Teachers Associaton. |
operate my own business, my
wife owns her own business.
That makes us qualified in that
we handle budgets. We also
have employees. Our budgets
are nearly $200,000 a year.
You add a zero and its $2 mil-
lion and that’s pretty much the
precinct budget. If that is what
it takes to be a county commis-
sioner, | can do that. I can visit
with people and I can work with
people.

In past years, city and
county officials have not al-
ways helped out each other.
Do you see any problem with
the city and county working
together on a project beneficial
to both entities?

I think that all three city en-
tities -- Colorado City, West-
brook and Loraine -- need to
work together with the county.
I think people in those cities are
being double taxed for some
services. There is a fine line
there because each one wants to
be as an individual, but the citi-
zens of those three cities have
those taxes from the cities ap-
plied to them which is bascially
a "duplication of services. We
have people in town paying for
roads to be done out in the
county and the county is not

De subject 1o alternative minimum tax

Tim Riggan
4204 College Ave
Snyder, TX 79549

915-873-4055
800-441-3096

Coupons ........... 4.50% CaliDate ........... 2-15-14
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& Aug.
RBNG i 250 00040 AAA b
Standard
& Poor’s
Yield effective 02/15/04, subject to availability and price change Yield and market value may
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may be less than the amount originally invested. May be subject (o state and local taxes. May

Edward Jones

Serving Individual Investors Since 1871

Trent Driggers
3203 College Ave
Snyder TX 79549

915-574-2951

866-574-2951

really helping with the city. |
think they have to work to-
gether better. I think the county
needs to help the cities more.
Sometimes | think they should
share what they have and help
each other out more.

The county jail is aging and
is not meeting state jail com-
pliances. The state jail commis-
sion will eventually order the
county to byild a new jail, do
you think it should be built
large enough to house offend-
ers from other counties?

I think the jail is just like all
the other things that we have in
Mitchell County that we’ve had
to upgrade ... the hospital and
things like that. Yes, eventually
we will probably have to build a
new jail or we're going to be
paying someone else to house
our inmates. I think that if we
do build one we need to be able
to house a few extra to bring in
that extra revenue. How much
bigger? | will have to see what
is most cost-effective for us.
We’re sending some to Dickens
County now. We need an aver-
age of 16. Eventually they are
going to tell us we are no
longer in compliance for safety,
or cell space. Eventually that is
something the county will have
to do is build a new jail.

Counties with a strong in-
dustrial tax base lessens the tax
burden on property owners.
What would you do to in-
crease the industrial tax base
in Mitchell County?

That’s a question our Board
of Economic Development
would like to know the answer
to because they have been
working on it. I think economic
development is something we
are going to have to do. Look-
ing at what Wal-Mart had to
say, | wonder if we are in a state
of metamorphosis, or if we’re
in the middle and pupating, or
at the end of our life and we’re
dying. 1 hope we’'re pupating
because if we’re dying we are
continuing to this trend and no
one is going to come to us. We
are going to have to turn it
around, and hopefully go
through a pupation stage, if
you will, and emerge at the
other side in more of butterfly
state than dead state. We have
business people coming in to
hunt. They have some kind of
companies that could bring
dollars to town, and money
from outside Mitchell County
into Mitchell County. We have
to attract people here and then
the business will come here. To
start that, we have to bring
someone in who manufactures
something, sells something, and
the money ' for those goods
comes back to our county.

Do you think the county
should allows its equipment
employees to be used for proj-
ects that benefit the county
such as the parking lot con-
struction at the new hospital?

We’re all citizens of Mitchell
County. It’s tax dollars either
way you look at it. When I ini-
tially heard the county was
going to help with the hospital,
I thought that would help lessen
the burden that we’re going to
have to pay back to the hospi-
tal. Looking back at it now, I
don’t think it was such a good
idea because of some of the
problems they’ve run into. The
parking lot is a different issue. |
don’t see that as being too
much of a negative.

Small to mid-size West
Texas communities are bat-
tling for economic develop-
ment. Communities are buying
economic development, offer-
ing companies thousands of
dollars to locate in their town.
How , can we compete with
them?

Competing with them is
touchy. I know there has been
some surrounding towns who
have paid a quarter of a million
dollars to businesses only to
find they have a big goose egg
because the business never re-
located or went bankrupt. |
think if you can find a com-
pany that is willing to move in
and they are financially sound,
maybe we can give them some
land. That seems what we have
a abundance of. Maybe that
would be the kind of incentive

we could use to attract people. |
am not willing to give them
money.

Larry Johnson

Why are you qualified to serve
as county commissioner?

My work experience at
Amoco Production Co. and
service on the Mitchell County
Hospital board have qualified
me to be a county commis-
sioiner. | have 27 years service
with Amoco, 16 of which was
supervision of employees and
construction projects. The most
notable project was construc-
tion of a $3 million gas plant
between Big Lake and Garden
City.

In May, I will have com-
pleted three years on the
Mitchell County hospital board,
and will have been chairman of
the board for two years.
Through my leadership, and an
excellent board, and outstand-
ing administration, we have re-
vised the downward trend the
hospital has suffered and have
created financial stability.

In past
county

years, city and
officials have not
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helped out each other. Do you
see any problem with the city
and county working together
on a project beneficial to both
entities?

The county and

the city
worked well together

in -ac-

- quiring Alco and the two pris-

ons. I see no reason why such a
working relationship cannot
continue. It is very important to
have all taxing entities working
together to improve the quality
of living in Mitchell County.
Any conflicts between city and
county have been personalities.
I can work with personalities
and I don’t have any problem
getting along with people.

The county jail is aging and
is not meeting state jail com-
pliances. The state jail commis-
sion will eventually order the
county to build a new jail, do

you think it should be built
large enough to house offend-
ers from other counties?

I would like to see a com-
mittee appointed to examine
our current jail and determine
future needs. Once the data is
collected, I would present it to
the public and let the citizens
decide what they want. If a new
jail is required, I would like to
see much of the funding come
from drug forfeiture money
and lastly from a bond vote. In
the event of a new jail, I would
build it to hold our projected
needs and house other county
offenders until our needs fill
the space.

Counties with a strong in-
dustrial tax base lessens the tax
burden on property owners.
What would you do to in-
crease the industrial tax base
in Mitchell County?

I would work with the Board
of Economic Development to

FROM PAGE 4

try to lure new business to
Mitchell County. However; |
feel our best bet would be to
help grow the businesses that
are a solid part of our commu-
nity now. Anybody currently
doing business here, we need to
help and expand their busi-
nesses.

Do you think the county
should allow its equipment and
employees to be used for proj-
ects that benefit the county
such as the parking lot con-
struction at the new hospital?

I think interlocal agreements
which allow county equipment
and employees to work on
projects to benefit the county
are good business. In the case
of the county working at the
new hospital, the hospital would
not have been completed with-
out the county’s help. I don’t
see any problem with utilizing
county equipment to help other
entities as long as there is an
interlocal agreement is signed
and each entity compensated.

Small to mid-size West
Texas communities are bat-
tling for economic develop-
ment. Communities are buying
economic development, offer-
ing companies thousands of
dollars to locate in their town.
How can we “compete with
them?

I feel we should continue to
try to lure new businesses to

our county. However, we must
be very selective in the busi-
nesses in which we invest. There
might be some businesses that
would take our money and
leave in a short time. We need
to be very selective about those
businesses. It’s always good
business to try to get new busi-
ness into the county.

Please take the time to vote in the Democratic.Primaryls

v VOTE

IN

Mitchell County Commissioner, Pet, 1

Eatly vting Feb, 3 Mat.§
at the Mitehell Co, Courthouse
Election Mareh oth at
Nitehell County AppeaisalDistrit
3114 Hickory

Political Advertising paid for by Larry Don Watlington, treasurer for Larry Don Watlingtony,

Colorado City, Texas

For Conservative,
Qualiied and Honest
epresentation For

All Precinct 1 Taxpayers
Democratic Candidate For
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FROM PAGE 1
Bob still works part-time.
Ratliff’s early days growing
up in Colorado City were re-
called, in addition to his serving

in the military during World
War II.

Former Chamber presidents
Mac McKinnon (1976), Tandy
Curlee (1965) and Marsha Jor-
dan (1991) recalled instances
and the flurry of activity occur-
ring during their time in office

Jordan also honored Sue
Lowrance, Chamber’s executive
vice president, for her efforts in
organizing the banquet.

Keith Hiser’s visual presen-
tation of  Colorado City
“Memories From Then
Until Now” drew a round of
applause, supporting comments
by Jordan and Lowrance about
community spirit, being a part
of the city, and residents vol-
unteering to participate
Chamber and other events

Lowrance, who completed
her first year as executive di-
rector in early February, intro
duced incoming and outgoing
Chamber directors

Outgoing directors are Sa
dra Williams, Tommy Meeks
and Randy Anderson.. New di
rectors are J.V. Young. Martha
Fricke and Earl Plagens

Holdover directors Mike
Bagwell and Marsha Moore

Officers are Charles Rice
president; John Martinez, sec
retary; Edith Womack, first vice
president; and Dobie Williams
treasurer

Lowrance also recogonized
Chamber secretary Carla Har
mond and
Emma Hopper of Snvder

TRIBUTE
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Phillips, Guelk

Westbrook Fire Chief St
Rollins were instrur
eliminating that linc

“We put a stop to 1t P

lips said. “Tommy and | con
sidered there was just one fire
department and that was a
county department. That's what
I remember about him the best
He i1s going to be missed

Firefighter Rick Goodney
said Guelker “always watched
out for his guys. Firefighters
and their safety came first. He
thought of others before him
self. He had our best interest in
mind.”

Carlock and Guelker were
friends since childhood ’

“Some of the things | will
miss about him are his laugh,
and his leadership in the fire
department,” said Carlock. “ |
will miss the look he gave when
| agitated him.

“He will be my most unfor-
gettable character.”

“He was proud of his fam-
ily,” Mathis said. “Any time
he talked about his wife and
daughters it was with the high-
est degree of respect and pride

“And as fire chief, he always
respected his men and was
proud of his department. He
was a positive leader.”

MTV EXPOSES ITSELF TO A WIDER AUDIENCE AT SUPER BOWL ...

'

\_.—! E

| (7

]

X
- ’
‘/

’

wow!!!
AIN'T WE SO
¥ B8*!

™y COOL!M

FILED WITH COUNTY CLERK
harles G. Collins, Dennis R
Barbara Sue Collins, Attny-
Fact, Frank D. Collins, Eddic 1
llins, Teresa L. Perry, Michael 1
ns to Fredrick R. Johnson, T.1

Sr. TTEE, Warranty Deed
Frederick R. Johnson to T.L. Rees
Sr. TTEE, Billv Gene Laminack, Deed

Dennis Ray Collins to Sue Col
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s K. Llovd, Ca A. Lloyd
Robert Cantu Jr A s
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stal Dawn Morris ( K
1 Mornis Specia W ar
Mitche County Shenff, Patrick
| mbs, Mitchell Co. Shenff, Sonva
Baugt William ( Price Frank
Wood, Alma Wood Ferguson, Ellen
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unty Indiv. & TTEE, Colorado
Colorado Cuty ISD, Lone Wolf
i Water Dist.. Westbrook ISD

f Westbrook, Sheniffs Deed
Patrick Toombs Mitchll Co. Sher
Mitchell County Sheriff, Celia
davila Salazar, Sally Salazar aka to
Mitchell County Indiv. & TTEE,
Colorado City ISD

l Wolf Ground Water Dist.. Sher
' K Toombs Mitche (
S M Coun S
M (1 rem mly)
Mitche County Indiv. & TTEI
rado City, Colorado Cuy ISD
Wolf Ground Water Dast.. St
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Mitchel County Sherniff
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Morrison to Mitchell Cou
v & TTEE, Lone Wolf Gr
W r Dist., Westbrook ISD. (i
W brook, Shenffs Deed
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Oscar Dockrey Jr.. Betty J
KIcy Bank One NA J;w.. in

Akins TTEE, Deed of Trus
Jam Oscar Dockrey Jr., Betty J

)ockrev Publi Homestcad Des

wn D. Davis 10 David Garcia

Andrea Garcia, Warranty Deed
iwvid Garcia, Andrea Garcia to
1 F. Davis TTEE, Shawn D

Da Deed of Trust

Pioneer Bank fka, Pionecer Sav
ngs Bank, Charlotte Y. Gipson Vice
» Ward S. Hawkins Jr.. Releasc

Patrick Toombs Shenff, Mitchell
County Shenff, Sonya Baugh, Wil
iam C. Pnce, Frank Wood, Alma
Wood Ferguson, Ellen Fergusan Van
Denmark to Charles T. Oden, Sheriffs
Deed

Patrick Toombs Sheriff, Mitchell
County Sheriff, Sonya Baugh, Wil-
llam C. Pnice, Frank Wood, Alma
Wood Ferguson, Ellen Fergusan Van
Denmark to Charles T. Oden, Sher
iffs Deed

Patrick Toombs Sheriff, Mitchell
County Sheriff, Sonya Baugh, Wil
ham ( Price Frank Wood, Alma
Wood Ferguson, Ellen Fergusan Van
Denmark to Charles T. Oden, Sheriffs
Deed

Scottic Denton Welch, Holli Lynn
Welch 1o Texas Savings Bank SSB
J.B. Tate Jr. TTEE, Reinstatement
Agr

Don Wood, Leada Wood to Jere
miah Wood, Lisa Wood, Warranty
Deed "

Raymond Bassinger, Hubert Tom
Bassinger 1o Bassinger Fisheries
Assumed Name

Patrick Toombs Mitchell Co
Sheriff, Mitchell County Sheriff,
Gilbert Paredes Estate, Irma Paredes
to David P. Garcia, Sheriffs Deed

Mary Lopez 1o Swartz & Brough
Inc., Special W/D

Mary Lopez to Robert Klemme
I'TEE, Swartz & Brough Inc., Deed in
Licu Agreement

Moriah  Resources Inc Gen

Prinr., Moriah Properties LTD., Cary
D. Brown Vice-Pres. to Wells Fargo
Bank NA, Gary T. Brednich Sr. Vice
Pres., Ronald N. Mullins TTEE, Deed
of Trust

Richard Munoz, Michelle Munoz
to First National Bank of Sweetwater,
J.V. Martin TTEE, Extension of Lien

MARRIAGES

Steven E. Mask, Colorado City to
Stephanic  Diane Miller, Colorado
City, 2-13-04

Larry Paul Raschke, Colorado
City to Melissa Sue Courtney, Colo-
rado City, 2-13-04

Cory Kyshane Morrnis, Colorado
City to Cristina Isabel Gutierrez,
Colorado City, 2-10-04

David Lee Moore, Colorado City
to Leslee Diane Moore, Colorado
City, 2-9-04

David Lee Hanes, Snyder to
Cynthia Renee Fritz, Snyder, 2-6-04

ARRESTS

Jeri Jean Casey, 40, THP, DWI-A

3-04

Marvin Ray King, 48, CCPD
parole violation, 2-13-04

Paulette Ford Holloday, 51, THP
DWI-F, DWLI, 2-14-04

Jar Whisenhunt 17, CCPD
DOC, 2-15-04

Jocy Chapa, 27, MCSO, riot par

ipation, 2-16-04

Marna Rodriguez, 29, Tarrant Co
theft by check, 2-17-04

Alma Pugas, 20, THP, border pa
rol detainer, 2-17-04

Chi Bolt, IBC warrants, 2-18-04

imes Jollison, 27, MCSO< mtr
Randall Ce 2-18-04
Danicl Hatter, 18, CCPD, PI
Enc Wayne Grimes, 19, CCPD
xual askault of a child, 2-19-04
Mark Steven Angel, 38, THP
I'BC-Warrant Co., IBC-Mitchell Ce
4

Luis Antonio Boca, 34, MCSO

lcadly conduct

Q.

court commital
)-04

Della Thronda Ausbice, 39, CCPD
DOC language/Pl, DPS warrant x|
0-04

Felipe Guerrero Hernandez, 50
MCSO, mtr.-DWI, 2-21-04

David Iglesias, 29, MCSO, court
ommital-DWI-F, 2-20-04

COUNTY COURT ACTION
Mark P. Diaz, DWI, Fcbruary 18
004, plea of guilty, $1,000 fin

$326 court costs, 90 days sus
pended/6 months, $40 per month
probation fees, dniver's license 1s

suspended for 90 days, B0 hours
community service, DWI school

Christopher Cole Chaney, Pos
session of Marijuana, February 18,
2004, plea of nolo contendere, $750
fine, $211 court costs, 90 days sus
pended/6 months, $40 per month
probation fees, 80 hours community
SCvice

Tomas Jesus Aguilar, DWLI, Feb
ruary 18, 2004, plea of guilty, $500
fine, $211 court costs, 10 days susp
neded/6 months, $25 per month pro
bation fees, B0 hours community
SCrvice

Carlos Aguirre Dominguez aka
Jose Carlos Dominguez, DWI (2nd)
February 18,2 004, plea of guilty
$1,384 fine, $316 court costs, 6 days
jail sentence

Gerrardo Jerry Rodriquez, Harbor
ing Runaway Child, Fcbruary 20,
2004, plea of guilty, $500 finc,
$271 court costs, 6 months sus-
pended/12 months, $40 per month
probatiog fee, B0 hours community
SCTviICE

Luis Antonio Baca, Deadly Con-
duct, February 20, 2004, plea of
guilty, $2.000 fine, $226 court
costs, 3 days jail sentence

Christopher Clay Bolin, Deadly
Conduct, February 23, 2004, plea of
guilty, $1,500 fine, $211 coun

costs, 60 days suspended/6 months,
$40 per month probation fees

FILED IN DISTRICT COURT

Carol Ginzel Johnson, et al vs
Mike Beights, et al Trustees of Gin-
zel Trust, Petition for Declaratory
Judgement, 2-9-04

DISTRICT COURT ACTION
The State of Texas vs. Jennifer
Jones, Deferred Sentence Order,
zuilty, probation 3 years, $500 fine,
400 attorney fees, $288 court costs,
2-12-04
The State of Texas vs. Jennifer
Jones, Court-Appointed Counsel’s
Request for Base Compensation, 2-
12-04
T'he State of Texas vs. Welvin
Rashad Ross, Judgment on Plea of
Guilty or Nolo Contendere Before
Court Waiver of Jury Trial, guilty, 2
years confinement in State Jail divi-
sion of TDCJ, 2 years probated, $750
fine, $400 attorney fees, $140 resti-
tution, $288 court costs, 2-12-04
The State of Texas vs. Welvin
Rashad Ross, Court-Appointed
Counsel’s Request for Base Compen-
sation, 2-12-04
The State of Texas vs. Larry Todd
Moody. Judgment on Plea of Guilty
or Nolo Contendere Before Court
Waiver of Jury Tnal, 2 years con-
finement in State Jail division of
I'DCJ, probated 2 years, $500 fine,
$400 restitution, $140 court costs,
2-12-04
T'he State of Texas vs. Kerry Jon
Aitchison, Order on Defendant’s Ap-
plication for Determination of Indi-
gency & Request for Court-Appointed
Counsel, 2-5-04
The State of Texas vs, Timothy
Arocha, Judgment on Plea of Guilty
or Nolo Contendere Before Court
Waiver of Jury Trial, guilty, 4 years
confinement in TDCJ-ID, probated 4
years, $800 fine, $288 court costs,
2-20-04
I'he State of Texas vs. Mary Espi
noza Guerrero, Deferred Sentence
Order, guilty, 2 years probation,
$288 court costs, 2-20-04
The State of Texas vs. David
Iglesias, Judgment on Plea of Guilty
or Nolo Contendere Before Court
Waiver of Jury Trial, S-years con
finement in TDCJ-ID, probated $§
years, $1200 fine, $288 court costs,
$400 attorney fees, 10 days manda
tory jail time and suspension of |i
cense for one year, 160 hours com-
munity service, 2-20-04
The State of Texas vs. David
Iglesias, Court-Appointed Counsel’s
Request for Base Compensation, 2
20-04
The State of Texas vs. John H
Preston, Judgment on Plea of Guilty
or Nolo Contendere Before Court
Waiver of Jury Trial, guilty, 12 years
in TDCJ-ID, $500 fine, $288 court
cots, $400 attorney fees, 2-20-04
The State of Texas vs. John H
Preston, Court-Appointed Counsel’s
Request for Base Compensation, 2
20-04
The State of Texas vs. Rene Ra
mos, Motion to Dismiss, 2-20-04
The State of Texas vs. Ruben Ar
mas, Motion to Dismiss, 2-20-04

HEARING

~

A Collection of Antique Motorcycles
S

By Tumbleweed Smith

Jim Watson of Fredericksburg has some real trea-
sures in a building behind his garage: some old motor-
ized two-wheelers with brand names I didn't know
existed. They're all road worthy. Jim has gathered and
restored all of them over a long period of time. He got
his first one while he was in college.

He has three BMW's (two from the 1960's) which he
doesn't include in his collection. Those are for running around the country.
One has more than 100,000 miles on it. Another has 80,000 miles. Jim likes
to ride. One has a sidecar on it. He uses that to run local errands.

He lists the items in his collection: "I have two Indian motorcycles, one
a 1918 Power Plus that I've had since 1968, the other one is a 1948 Indian
Chief, which I've only had about three years. There's also a 1927 Harley
Davidson and a 1912 Pierce (which he worked on during his 26 years as a
petroleum chemist). That's by far the rarest motorcycle I have. It was made
by the same people who made the Pierce motor cars in Buffalo, New York
back in the 20's and 30's but they only built motorcycles 4 years, from 1909
to 1913. There's probably less than a dozen of those in existence world-
wide. Finally, I've got.a 1922 Cleveland, a brand that was built in
Cleveland, Ohio from the mid-teens until about 1924. Today it seems like
everybody has a Harley Davidson. That company is over a hundred years
old now. Indian was the largest manufacturer up to and through the first
world war. They were made in Springfield, Massachusetts. The last Indians
were made in 1953. Most of the other brands of motorcycles went out prior
to the great depression of the late 20's. There had been more than 200
manufacturers of motorcycles in the U.S. I used to have a 1928 Henderson,
but I sold that."

The first motorcycle was made of wood, built by Daimler-Benz in 1885.
Indian came into existence in 1901. Harley Davidson started in 1903. By
1910, Indian, Harley and Excelsior and others were selling in the tens of
thousands a year. In the early days, motorcycles were transportation. They
were not sport vehicles. Henry Ford diminished the use of motorcycles. In
the early 1900's you could buy a Model T cheaper than you could buy an
Indian.

The headlight on his 1918 Indian looks like a train light. It's actually an
acetylene lighting system. Both the headlight and tail light are lighted with
a match. At the time, the lighting system was optional.

Swap meets are good places to fine parts. The biggest motorcycle swap
shop is in Davenport, lowa over Labor Day.

Jim started riding motorcycles when he sold his 57 Chevy to pay college
fees. He had some change left and he bought an old Italian scooter from a
guy in the dorm. He's had some sort of motorcycle ever since. He says they
tend to accumulate. His cycles are beautiful and attract attention when he
rides them.

A sign on his wall reads: Why spend a reasonable amount of money on
anew motorcycle when you could spend an unreasonable amount on a used
one.

Jim calls his hobby an addiction. "These old things have intrinsic value.
I think we have an obligation to try to preserve some of this stuff for
posterity."

COW POKES' By /Ace Reid

hitp //www cowpokes com
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“Wul, now that cattle’s worth somethin’ and
money ain’t worth nothin’, | reckon I'll let
you make me a proposition.”

Cowpokes is sponsored by

wessn T The City National Bank

City Attorney Jeanie Fuller
said that by McNeal pleading
not guilty, he waived a jury
trial, instead choosing a bench
trial where he will appear be-
fore Blassingame

Fuller said that McNeal will
appear In court pro se, or repre-
sent himself at the hearing

Fuller said McNeal will be
offered a plea agreement at the
pre-trial hearing.

“The standard plea offer for
people who have been accused
of violating ordinances is that
we usually give them a period
of time to clean up,” Fuller
said, “If they clean up, we dis-
miss the case.

McNeal has been mailed
four letters asking him to clean
up his properties at 704 East
7th St. and 720 East 7th St.

MEMBER FDIC 228 ELM COLORADO CITY
Member City National BancShares
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