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Mailing services say shipping business not frantic 
Midland companies say foot traffic average, down on Monday before Christmas 

By Cassie Burton 
cburton@mrt.com 

The United States Postal Service esti- 
mated that Monday would be the busiest 
delivery day of the year, mostly because it 
acts as the deadline for priority mail and is 
one week after the Postal Service's busiest 
mailing day of the year, Dec. 14. 
As for Midland, the day was not so 
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frantic. Local mailing service offices 
reported business was either about average 
or slower. It echoed a season-long trend 
compared to previous years, some vendors 
said. 
“Under a normal year, we would be 

swamped,” said Suzanne Moore, owner 
of Suzie Q's Pac n Mail in Midland. “1 
wouldn't be able to talk to you over the 
phone. It’s our economy. People cut back 

where they can.” 
UPS store manager Dawn Smith said 

that Dec. 7 and Dec. 14, both Mondays, 
were the busiest days for her staff. How- 
ever, she was still “shocked” on Monday 
by the “mediocre” level of foot traffic, 
estimating that the remaining days before 
Christmas will be similarly mellow 

“Last year, we were pretty swamped the 
whole Christmastime. This year, we've 

James Durbin/Reporter-Telegram 

Natalie Speliman shops with Detention Officer Darrell Rhea during the annual Shop With A Cop event on Friday at the Wal-Mart in North Midland 

MC math program fast-tracks students to success 
By Erin Stone 
estone@mrt.com 

Midland College’s success in imple- 
menting a math curriculum that has 
improved student performance in de- 
velopmental math courses has earned it 
recognition by the Texas Success Center. 
The Success Center honored MC as an 

“Exemplar” institution for its implemen- 
tation of the Math Pathways Project, 
which is coordinated through the 
Charles A. Dana Center at the Univer- 
sity of Texas at Austin. 
“The idea behind this is that not all 

students need to go the college alge- 
bra and calculus route when they get 

a degree,” said Margaret Wade, dean 
of Math and Science at MC, over the 
phone. “Actually, many students could 
probably benefit more from a class in 
statistics or another course — a type of 
course I just call everyday math.” 
Many community college students 

do not score high enough on college 
entrance exams to go immediately into 
college-level math, Wade said. The Math 
Pathways program provides two “path- 
ways” for students to complete devel- 
opmental math courses more quickly so 
they then move into college-level math 
courses sooner. 
“We decided that we could fast-track 

students through the lowest level of 
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math,” Wade said. “Then, those who 
were probably not going to be very in- 
terested in STEM (science, technology. 
engineering and mathematics) fields, in 
one semester, they could complete this 
non-STEM pathway and move on in 
the spring into their first transfer-level 
class. For the STEM students, we have 
one semester of math, and then they can 
progress into college algebra or business 
math.” 
MC originally attempted a similar 

program about a year ago. However, 
it was offered to a limited number of 
students, and the fast-track piece was not 

Please see SUCCESS/2A 
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actually had people coming in on time to 
send packages off and not so much our 
last-minuters who try to get them in and 
get there before Christmas,” Smith said 
“If we're not busy today, I don't see us be- 
ing busy throughout the rest of the week.” 

Jay Rolston, owner of Express Package 
Plus, which delivers USPS and FedEx 

Please see TRAFFIC/2A 

Consumers 
purchase less 
expensive 

gifts this year 
By Joyce M. Rosenberg 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Cheap is the new chic 
for holiday gifts 
Jana Montero, who in the past has 

bought loved ones iPods and tablets for 
Christmas, has changed her attitude about 
gift giving: This holiday season, she’s 
grabbing candle sets and serving dishes 
that cost under $30 to give to family and 
friends. 

Montero, who lives in New York and 1s 
saving to buy a home with her husband, 
said: “We want to make sure we're con- 
scious of what we're spending.” 
More holiday shoppers are expected to 

be like Montero this holiday season in the 
latest twist in a theme that has played out 
since the recession. For nearly a decade, 
shoppers have been more cautious and 
practical about their spending, doing 
more bargain shopping and hunting for 
deals. But recently, shoppers have taken 
that practice a step further 

They're becoming more open to buy- 
ing gifts that in the past might have been 
considered downright cheap. So, they're 
not just looking for big discounts on ex- 
travagant, expensive designer and brand 
name goods; they're starting out with the 
intention of getting less expensive items 
they might not have considered buying as 
gifts in the past. 
The number of people willing to buy 

gifts during this holiday shopping season 
for under $10 rose to 4 percent this year 
from 1 percent last year, according to 
a survey of 1,000 people by America’s 
Research Group, a firm that researches 
consumer behavior. Meanwhile, the num- 
ber of people willing to spend between 
$26 and $35 fell to 18 percent from 22 
percent. 

Overall, people are expected to spend 
modestly more this holiday season. The 
National Retail Federation predicts holi- 
day spending in November and Decem- 
ber will be up 3.7 percent to $630.5 bil- 
lion this year, slower than the 4.1 percent 
growth during the same period last year. 
The shift in attitude toward cheap is 

partly rooted in economics, says Jeff 

Please see GIFTS2A 
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Thing to do 

Live Trivia, 7 pm. Tuesdays at 
Basin Burger House. 

Community calendar 

a Commune As Foros 

Pas trough Weds 
Pn ar 
co-pilot seat is $150, according to a 
Dress release. 

The Spirit of West Texas — which 
was at Midland Air Field 

To book a fight go to rides @ 
highskywing.org or call 703-3142. 

ol mci today 

and their families, 6 p.m., Permian 
Basin Community Center, 401 E 

gard, 213-5342, william. hoggard@ 
wicmhmr.org. 
8 Classic Movie Club, 7 p.m., Ci- 

gar Frog's, 216 N. Main St.; 687-1671 
8 Tall City VFW Post 7208, 1303 ~ 

E. Taylor, bingo games 7 p.m. 
Permian Basin Dance Club 

Club with live country western bands, 
7:30 p.m.-10 p.m., St. Stephen's ball- 
room, 4601 Neely St. 432-520-4343 
or 432-296-9840. 

Christmas schedule 

Grocery stores 
8 H-E-B: Closes 7 p.m. on 

8 Market Street: Closes 7 p.m 
Christmas Eve; reopens 6 a.m 
Satu rday 
@ Wal-Mart: Closes 8 p.m. Christ- 

mas Eve; reopens 6 a.m. Saturday 

Restaurants open 
on Christmas Day 

8 117 Eatery (in the DoubleTree 
by Hilton), 117 W. Wall St.: Lunch 
buffet - 11 am.-2 p.m 

I Buffalo Wild Wings, 5107 W. 
Wadley Ave.: 4 p.m.- 2 a.m. Friday 

Denny's, 3701 W. Wall St.: 24 
hous 

WB Furr's, 1116 N. Midkiff Road 
10:30 am.-5 p.m 
8 Grand Buffet, 2510 N. Louisiana 

Ave. 11am.-9pm 
WB HOP, 2507 W. Loop 250 & 301 

E. Interstate 20: Closes 3 p.m. on 
Christmas Eve; 7 a.m.-3 p.m. Christ- 
mas Day; reopens 7 a.m. Dec. 26 

WB Riley's Bar & Grill, 3421 W. Wall 
St.: Free buffet beginning 2 p.m 
I Shahi Tandoor, 3400 W. Wall St 

11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. and 5-9:30 p.m 
8 Torinos, 3303 N. Midkiff Road 

opens 8 p.m 

dui is sinbar. of 

home? 

Military families can call 352-0785 
or email Vickie Gomez (zemogv@ 
cableone.net) when they know their 
member of the military is flying into 
Midland International Airport so the 
Permian Basin Welcome Home Com- 
mittee can be there to greet them 

Honor those 
who served 

There are many organizations in 
operation right here in the Permian 
Basin that are at the task of serving 
all kinds of needs for present and 

Cash Five: 01-06-10-11-16 
Texas Two Step: 02-22-29-32, 

Bonus: 32 
All or Nothing morning: 01-03- 

04-05-07-08-09-11-17-18-23-24 
All or Nothing day: 0307-11-13 

15-17-18-19-20-21-22-23 
All or Nothing 01-02 
EC 

or Nothing 04-05-08 
Merboberis Jv rv 

Today in history 

In 1944, during the World War 
Battle of the Bulge, LS. Brig. Gen. 

| 

Associated Press 

UPS workers guide a container across a floor containing casters after it was unloaded from an 
airplane Nov. 20 at Woridport in Louisville, Ky. 

Shipping mania: Rushing to 
deliver millions of holiday gifts 
By Scott Mayerowitz 

Associated Press 

LOUISVILLE, Ky. — 
The humming is constant; 
a low-pitched drone from 
155 miles of conveyer belts 
racing packages in every 
direction. Boxes shift from 
one belt to another and 
bump into a metal wall. 
Thud. Thud. Thud. In the 
background, trucks beep 
and jet engines roar. 

Forget jingling bells and 
ho-ho-hos, these are now 
the sounds of the holidays. 
As more gift-givers shop 

online, there are more 
packages to ship. Online 
sales now account for 10 
percent of all shopping 
and 15 percent during the 
holidays, according to 
research firm Forrester. 
That leaves FedEx and 
UPS with a combined 947 
million packages to deliver 
between Black Friday and 
Christmas Eve — up 8 
percent from last holiday 
season's forecasts. 

For UPS, the key to get- 
ting all those last-second 
orders delivered on time 
is Worldport, a massive 
sorting facility located 
between the Louisville 
airport’s two main run- 

| ways. On a typical night, 
1.6 million packages 
pass through. Just before 
Christmas, there can be 4 
million, peaking on Mon- 
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Green, a retailing con- 
sultant based in Phoenix. 
Shoppers who vigilantly 
watched their budgets 
during the recession con- 
tinue to feel the pressure 
of keeping tabs on what 

| they're spending even as 
the economy improves. 
“Even with the unemploy- 
ment rate down, | don’t 
think people feel secure in 

| their jobs.” he says. 
But it’s also rooted in a 

change in consumer psy- 
chology. Some shoppers 

day night. 
(UPS plans to deliver 

about 36 million packages 
today, its busiest day of the 
year, up from 35 million 
last year. That includes all 
of Worldport’s shipments 
plus those traveling by 
truck.) 

Standing next to the run- 
ways just after midnight, 
Jet headlights can be seen 
lined up miles away. Every 
60 seconds another plane 
lands on one of the two 
parallel runways and pulls 
up to the facility — the 
size of 90 football fields — 
to unload its goods. 

If everything goes right, 
the packages are just 
touched twice by humans: 
first when pulled out of 
large aircraft shipping 
containers and then again 
at the end of their journey 
through the conveyors and 
into a new bin and another 
jet. 
The past two years have 

been rough for express 
shippers. 

In 2013, they underesti- 
mated American's growing 
fervor for online shopping. 
Throw in bad weather, 
and deliveries backed up. 
Some gifts didn’t arrive in 
time for Christmas. UPS 
and Fedex spent heavily 
last year to ensure bet- 
ter performance, but still 
had some major hiccups. 
Staples, Toys ‘R Us, Best 

have become suspicious of 
retailers who continually 
slash prices, retail consul- 
tant Paco Underhill says. 
In other words, people 
are beginning to question 
whether they're paying 
too much for the gifts that 
they're buying, so now 
they're starting out with 
the expectation that they'll 
buy really cheap items. 
“One of the deeply 

confusing elements to the 
consuming public is: What 
is the real cost of some- 
thing?" he says. 

Is snow on the way for 
Midland this weekend? 

From staff reports 

The National Weather 
Service is expecting big 
changes to one of the 
warmest Decembers on 
record in Midland. 

There is a chance of snow 
Saturday and Sunday. And 
while the National Weather 
Service is calling for a high 
of 70 degrees on Christmas 
Day, a 31-degree drop in the 
high temperature is expected 
48 hours later. 

This has been one of the 
warmest Decembers on 
record at Midland Interna- 
tional, according to NWS, 
with an average tem- 

perature of 50.0 degrees 
through Sunday. 
Weekend precipitation 

will add to a yearly total 
— 21.55 inches — that is 
among the wettest in the 
city’s recorded history 
(currently eighth). 

Price of gas in Midland-Odessa 

From staff reports 

trails Lubbock, state averages 

Buy, Crate & Barrel, J.C. 
Penney and Kohl's were 
among the retailers who 
missed delivery to at least 
one part of the country, ac- 
cording to industry track- 
ing firm StellaService. 
To prevent similar 

mishaps, UPS and FedEx 
have been working with 
major retailers to hone 
their forecasts and have 
scheduled their extra holi- 
day workers to better meet 
the shipping spikes right 
after Thanksgiving and the 
weekend before Christmas. 
Some third-party track- 
ing services have signaled 
a few issues with 2015 
deliveries but UPS spokes- 
man Mike Mangeot said 
last week that more than 
96 percent of packages are 
being delivered on time in 
December and that UPS 
expects packages to arrive 
by Christmas. 

“In many cases custom- 
ers are receiving the pack- 
ages earlier than promised 
as we are advancing 
deliveries to make sure the 
network remains ready for 
any spikes as last-minute 
Christmas shipping ap- 
proaches,” Mangeot said. 
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1S 

“I don’t know what ig- 
nites people, but something 
does, and it’s always on the 
15th of December,” Moore 
said, describing the surge 
in processing. “I have way 
more gift wrap right now 

Succ 
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part of the equation. 
“We learned a lot from 

that, and I think we just de- 
cided that if we're going to 
make this work, we need to 
put a hundred percent into 
it,” Wade said. “It can’t be 
just a few students who do 
this and the rest do it the 
traditional way.” 
There are about 500 

students in Pathways 
classes, Wade said. About 
60 percent of non-STEM 
students completed the 
program in one semester, 
and there was about a 67 
percent success rate for 
STEM students. That's 
huge, Wade said, given 
that most schools only see 
about a 20- to 30-percent 
success rate. 
“What we've seen is 

than shipping, but I've 
done a lot of shipping, too. 
I normally have a line to 
the door from the time we 
open to the time we close. 

year. 
Letters and bulk mail 

draw a similar picture, 
although it’s more stan- 
dard. Jeff Taylor and Bryan 
Katef of Permian Pre- 

Services manage 
the commercial mail 
delivered for nonprofits 
and schools. 

“It’s been a little slow 
today but nothing out- 
standing,” Taylor said on 
Monday afternoon. 
Both said their busy time 

is Thanksgiving rather than 
the week before Christmas. 

“Probably last week, 
(our business) started dy- 
ing down,” Katef said. 

Follow Cassie on Twitter 
at @Cassie_Burton5] 

students get bogged down 
in developmental educa- 
tion — and this is true with 
reading and writing, also. 
If you have three courses 
that you have to take prior 
to taking any college work, 
it does become discourag- 
ing,” Wade said. “So, I'm 
hoping that students will 
see this as a way to fast 
pace, and if they'll just 
give it their all for a semes- 
ter, then they'll be ready 
for the first transfer-level 
class.” 
The current Math 

Pathways program has 
two courses that meet 
four times a week for 
an hour. MATH 0481 is 
designed for non-STEM 
students, and MATH 0482 
is designed for students in- 
terested in entering STEM 
fields. 

Get the best energy news every week in the 

O1L REPORT 
Look for it in Sunday; edition of the Reporter- Telegram 
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The Midland Reporter-Telegram will carry this season's 
POWER POINTS Football Contest, which features a weekly 

grand prize of $1,000. 

Along with other newspapers in the South region, 
the Midland Reporter-Telegram will publish the contest for 
17 weeks, beginning September 6th. Entry forms publish 

every Sunday and Monday in the sports section. 

In addition to the $1,000 regional grand prize, 
a local prize of a $80 gift card from Domino's Pizza 

will be awarded each week. 

In POWER POINTS, the object of the game is to amass as many 
of the 136 possible points each week as you can. Contestants 

select winners from each week's list of games — mostly 
NFL action but with a smattering of top regional college games. 

point scale according to their confidence in 
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Q&A: Hundreds of tips in search 
for teen in the ‘affluenza’ case 
Associated Press 

DALLAS — Authorities 
on Monday provided the 
latest eve in the 
search for a Texas teenager 
who received only - 
tion for causing a 
car crash that killed four 

le after his lawyers 
id he suffered from 

“affluenza” because his 
wealthy parents had cod- 
dled him too much. Ethan 
Couch, 18, missed an ap- 
pointment with his proba- 
tion officer two weeks ago, 
leading authorities to issue 
the juvenile equivalent of 
an arrest warrant for him. 
Investigators believe he 
fled with his mother, with 
whom he had been living. 
Here are some answers to 
questions surrounding the 
case: 

What are 

about the case? 

Tarrant County Sher- 
iff Dee Anderson said 
Monday that investigators 
have received hundreds of 
leads in their search for 
Couch, but cautioned that 
such tips can be a “double- 
edged sword” because 
they can lead investigators 
down dead ends. He said 
he thinks Couch’s mother, 
Tonya Couch, is helping 
him avoid capture and that 
they may be travelling in 
her black pickup truck. 
Authorities also confirmed 
that Tonya Couch’s mother 
filed a missing person 
report on her daughter over 
the weekend. 

Do authorities know 
Ssrs Conch may 

Officials say they don’t 
know his whereabouts and 
have expressed concern 

and if found to be drink- 
ing, it would violate his 
probation and he could be 
sent to prison for up to 10 
years. Anderson has said 
he thinks Couch and his 
mother may have fled in 
late November, in the days 
after the video emerged 
online and shortly after 
Couch attended a man- 
datory meeting with his 
probation officer. 

Is Couch’s mother 
facing charges? 

Terry Grisham, spokes- 
man for the Tarrant County 
Sheriff's Department, 
said investigators haven't 
confirmed whether Tonya 
Couch fled with her son, 
and he declined to say 
whether she’s facing any 
charges. 

Where is Couch’s 
father? 

Anderson says Couch’s 
father, Fred Couch, told in- 
vestigators he hasn't heard 

from his son or ex-wife in 
about two weeks. 

Why wasn’t Couch 
Sia} In prison for 
killing people? 

In June 2013 at age 16, 
Couch was driving drunk 
and speeding on a dark 
two-lane road near Fort 
Worth when he crashed 
into a disabled SUV off to 
the side, killing four people 
and injuring several others, 
including passengers in his 

ed guilty to four counts of 
intoxication manslaughter 
and two counts of intoxica- 

as an adult for trial and a 
judge sentenced him in 
juvenile court to 10 years’ 
probation and a stint in a 
rehabilitation center. 
Anderson and others 

have criticized the deci- 
sion by the judge not to 
incarcerate the teen. The 
sheriff says Couch has 
never expressed remorse 
for his actions, and his 
case sparked more outrage 
than any other Anderson 
has encountered in his law 
enforcement career. 

What is ‘affluenza?’ 

During the sentencing 
phase of his juvenile court 
trial, Couch’s attorneys 
relied on a defense expert 
who argued that Couch’s 
wealthy parents coddled 
him into a sense of irre- 
sponsibility — a condition 
the expert termed afflu- 
enza. The condition is not 
recognized as a medical 
diagnosis by the American 
Psychiatric Association, 
and its invocation drew 
widespread criticism and 
ridicule. 

Texas AG says banning guns in 
college dorms violates new law 

By Will Weissert 
Associated Press 

AUSTIN — The attorney 
general of Texas said late 
Monday that banning guns 
in college dorm rooms 
violates the state's newly 

law, and also opined on 
setting limits for carrying 
weapons onto public school 
grounds and into multiuse 
government buildings. 

Republican Ken Pax- 
ton’s flurry of nonbind- 
ing opinions addressed 
many much-watched 
issues, but could also 
spark a showdown with 
the University of Texas. 
His decision came barely 
a week after a panel at the 
school’s flagship Austin 
campus recommended 

ing concealed guns 
inside classrooms but ban- 
ning them in dorms and at 
sporting events. 
The Jaw taking effect 

in August requires public 
universities to designate 
specific areas where people 
with concealed handgun 
permits can carry their 

Lawmakers weapons. 
approved it despite strong 
opposition from students, 
faculty and even University 
of Texas System Chancel- 
lor William McRaven, the 
former head of U.S. Spe- 
cial Operations Command 

a prohibition on handguns 
in the institution's campus 
residential facilities, it 
would effectively prohibit 
license holders in those 
facilities from carrying 
concealed handguns on 
campus, in violation of the 
express terms of Senate Bill 
11,” Paxton wrote, referring 
to the measure’s title when 
it was debated and ap- 
proved in the Republican- 
controlled state Legislature. 
The recommendations, 

compiled by a working 
group of faculty, students 
and others, still need to 
be reviewed by University 
of Texas-Austin President 
Greg Fenves, who has said 
he has “deep concerns” 
about the law and its im- 
pact on campus safety. 
“An individual whose 

legal rights have been 
infringed due to a presi- 
dent or chief executive 
officer of a public institu- 
tion adopting regulations 
that exceed the authority 
granted in Senate Bill 11 
would likely have stand- 
ing” to bring a lawsuit, 
Paxton wrote. 

Supporters of the new 
law say it's protected by 
the Second Amendment 
and critical to self-defense. 
They, and opponents alike, 

Love where you live. 

2208 North 250 West Midland, TX 

Doctor Gorania announces closing of his practice at Permian Basin 
Physician Group, 3400 Andrews Highway effective December 17, 
2015. He thanks all his patients for entrusting him with their medical 
care for the past 18 years. Patient's Medical Records are now with 
Doctor R. Pandya at following address. 

point to the 1966 mass 
shooting at the University 
of Texas, when Charles 
Whitman killed 16 people 
and wounded dozens more 
from his perch atop the 
campus clock tower. 
The law allows carry- 

ing concealed weapons 
on college campuses but 
only with a permit which 
Texans must be 21 years 
old to obtain. That means 
many college students are 
too young to qualify. 

Also during this year’s 
session, lawmakers ap- 
proved an “open carry” 
law, which lets license 
holders carry handguns 
holstered to their hips or 
otherwise in plain sight. It | 
takes effect Jan. 1. | 

Paxton has been indicted | 
on federal securities fraud | 
charges stemming from 
before he became attor- 
ney general in January. 
Also Monday, he issued 
an opinion backing $200 
million-plus in vetoes by 
first-year Republican Gov. 
Greg Abbott. 

Man allegedly dives 
over woman's foot 

with car 

for purposefully running 
over a woman's foot with 
his car, according to court 
documents. 

Albert V. Alvarado was 
being held Monday on a 
$25,000 bond for a second- 
degree felony charge of 
aggravated assault with a 
deadly weapon. 
On Thursday night, po- 

lice were dispatched to the 
4200 block of North Gar- 
field Street in reference to 
an alleged assault, accord- 
ing to Alvarado’s affidavit. 
There they encountered 

left foot was inflamed and 
hands had minor cuts, ac- 
cording to the affidavit. 
The alleged victim 

explained that she and 
Alvarado had gotten into a 
verbal argument in the car 

| because of Alvarado call- 
ing her names, according 
to the affidavit. Alvarado 
then ordered the alleged 
victim out of the car, which 
she did, according to the 
affidavit. 

| A few moments later. 
Alvarado drove the vehicle 
forward, which resulted in 
the rear passenger side tire 
rolling over the woman's 

| foot, according to the affi- 
davit. The female then got 

| into the vehicle through 
the rear door and struck 
Alvarado multiple times in 
his head with her fists, ac- 
cording to the affidavit 

Alvarado then drove 
| away. When police inter- 
| viewed him, he appeared 
| “very nervous and contin- 

A 25-year-cld Midland 
woman was arrested Friday 
for allegedly stealing 
more than $26,000 in cash 
payments clients made to 
Centers for Children and 
Families, according to 
court documents. 
Naomi Y. Olgin was 

being held Monday on a 
$25,000 bond for a third- 
degree felony charge of 
theft under $100,000. 

Several Centers employ- 
ees identified Olgin — an 
ex-employee — as the one 
responsible, according to 
her arrest affidavit. When 
confronted, Olgin admitted 
to the thefts. according to 
the affidavit 
The thefts occurred 

between January 2013 and 
April 2014. according to 
the affidavit. The affidavit 
didn’t indicate why there 
1s a ime gap between the 
thefts and Olgin’s arrest 

If convicted of the 
third-degree felony. Olgin 
could face up to 10 years 
in prison 

FROM WIRE REPORTS 

AUSTIN 
Police: Man chokes 
woman in Austin 

airport line 

A police document says 
| a man put a woman wait- 
ing in a security line at an 
Austin airport in a choke- 

| hold, saying he was told to 
| “take the devil to hell.” 
| The Austin American- 
Statesman reports the man. 

| identified by authorities as 
| 23-year-old Derek Tyler 
Chapman, was arrested 
and faces a misdemeanor 
charge of assault with in- 
jury after the Saturday in- 

| cident at Austin-Bergstrom 
International Airport. He 
remained in Travis County 
jail Monday on $20,000 

| bond. Jail records didn’t 
list an attorney for him. 
The woman told au- 

thorities she didn’t know 
| Chapman. 

An arrest affidavit says 
Chapman told a police 
officer that “he was the son 
of God, and he was told 

| to take the devil to hell.” 
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Luke 1:32-33 
He will be great and will be called the 

Chapman also told the 
officer he felt “a bad vibe" 
from the woman 

AUSTIN 
More Texas troopers 
on patrol during 8-day 

holiday period 

More Texas troopers 
will be on patrol during the 
upcoming holiday season 
to crack down on drunken 
drivers and other traffic 
violations. 
The Texas Department of 

Public Safety on Monday 
announced the stepped-up 
patrol effort for Thursday 
through Sunday and then 
Dec. 31 through Jan. 3 
DPS troopers made 403 

DWI arrests during last 
year's holiday patrols. That 
effort also resulted in 7.274 
speeding citations. 724 seat 
belt/child safety seat cita- 
tions. 292 fugitive arrests 
and 166 felony arrests 
AAA expects nearly 8.3 

million Texans will travel 
over the upcoming end-of- 
the-year holidays. 
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Las Vegas Metro police and crime scene investigators look over a sedan believed to have been involved in an incident where police 
said a woman intentionally swerved her car into pedestrians on the Las Vegas Strip, killing one person and injuring at least 30 others in 
Las Vegas on Sunday. 

Suspect in Vegas crash said 
she was stressed living in car 

By Sally Ho 
and Ken Ritter 
Associated Press 

LAS VEGAS — A 
homeless woman accused 
of slamming a car carrying 
her 3-year-old daughter 
into a crowd of pedestrians 
on the Las Vegas Strip told 
authorities she was stressed 
out after being chased by 
security guards from park- 
ing lots where she had been 
trying to sleep before the 
crash, according to a police 
report obtained Monday. 

Lakeisha N. Holloway, 
24, resided in Oregon and 
had been in Las Vegas for 
about a week in her 1996 
Oldsmobile sedan, parking 
it at garages throughout the 
city, Clark County Sheriff 
Joe Lombardo said. 

After her arrest, Hollo- 
way “described a stressful 
period today where she 
was trying to rest/sleep 
inside her vehicle with her 
daughter but kept getting 
run off by security of the 
properties she stopped at.” 
the police report states. 
“She ended up on the 

Strip, ‘a place she did not 
want to be,” the report 
quoted her as saying. “She 
would not explain why she 
drove onto the sidewalk 
but remembered a body 
bouncing off her wind- 
shield, breaking it.” 

Investigators said Hollo- 
way had run out of money, 
and she and her daughter 
had been living in the car 
Police believe she was 
headed to Dallas to find 
her daughter's father after 
they had a falling out. 
Holloway is accused of 

intentionally mowing down 
people on a busy stretch of 
Las Vegas Boulevard, kill- 
ing a woman from Arizona 
and injuring dozens of 
others Sunday night. 

After the crash, she 
parked at a casino a few 
blocks away, told a parking 
attendant that she had run 
down people and asked the 
valet to call 911, Lom- 
bardo said. Her daughter, 
who was in the backseat, 
was not hurt. 
The sheriff said Hol- 

loway was stoic when 
police arrived, showed no 
resistance and spoke coher- 
ently about what happened. 
He declined to elaborate on 
what she said. 
“She didn’t appear to be 

distressed due to her ac- 
tions. That's the best way | 
can describe it,” Lombardo 
said. 

Authorities declined to 
comment on a potential 
motive and said they were 
struggling to piece together 
Holloway's background. 
She changed her name 

to Paris Paradise Morton 
in October, according to 
Oregon court records. 

Several years ago, Hol- 
loway, a graduate of an 
alternative high school, 
received an award for over- 
coming adversity from the 
nonprofit Portland Oppor- 
tunities Industrial Center. 

In 2012, she told The 
Skanner, a newspaper that 
covers Portland’s African- 
American community, that 
she was homeless during 
her freshman year in high 
school. 

Holloway’s cousin, La- 
shay Hardaway, told The 
Oregonian that Holloway 

worked hard to provide for 
her daughter. 
The crash happened 

in front of the Paris and 
Planet Hollywood casino- 
hotels and across from 
dancing water fountains of 
the Bellagio hotel-casino. 
Droves of visitors to the 
stretch walk from one 
casino to another. 
The Miss Universe 

pageant was being held at 
Planet Hollywood at the 
time of the crash. 

People jumped on the 
car and banged on its 
windows, but Holloway 
didn’t stop driving on the 
sidewalk, Lombardo said. 
The car was fully on the 
sidewalk twice, including 
once when it traveled for 
200 feet, police said. 
There was no evidence 

that Holloway had con- 
sumed alcohol, but a drug 
recognition expert at the 
scene determined that she 
was under the influence 
of some sort of stimulant, 
Lombardo said. 

Holloway, who was being 
held without bail, will be 
charged with murder with a 
deadly weapon, said Clark 
County District Attorney 
Steve Wolfson, who antici- 
pated “a great number” of 
additional charges. 
“When a person drives 

a 2,000-pound-plus motor 
vehicle intentionally onto a 
sidewalk, killing and injur- 
ing scores of people, that’s 
murder,” Wolfson said. 
Holloway was under 

suicide watch in jail, said 
Deputy Clark County 
Public Defender Scott 
Coffee said. He said it was 
toc early to say if he would 
pursue an insanity defense. 

PLEASE JOIN US AT CHRISTMAS 
AS WE CELEBRATE THE BIRTH OF JESUS CHRIST AT 

ST. ANN’S CATHOLIC CHURCH 
1908 W. TEXAS AVENUE — 432-682-6303 

CHRISTMAS EVE 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 24 

5:00 PM. Children's Christmas Mass 
with Childrery'Youth Choirs 
(Doors open at 400 PM) 
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At least 35 people 
injured in the crash were 
taken to hospitals, includ- 
ing three people still in 
critical condition with 
head injuries, officials 
said. Sunrise Hospital & 
Medical Center, which 
treated 13, still had five 
patients Monday, including 
two who were upgraded to 
good condition. 
The crash killed Jessica 

Valenzuela, 32, of Buck- 
eye, Arizona, who was 
visiting Las Vegas with her 
husband, according to the 
Clark County coroner. 
Other victims were from 

Oregon, Florida, Colorado, 
California, Washington, 
Mexico, and Quebec, Can- 
ada. Five were Canadian 
citizens, and four were 
Oregon college students 
in town to compete in a 
wrestling tournament. 

Associated Press 

FDA eases 
restrictions on 
blood donations 
from gay men 

By Matthew Perrone 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The 
nation’s three-decade-old 
ban on blood donations 
from gay and bisexual men 
was formally lifted Mon- 
day, but major restrictions 
will continue to limit who 
can give blood. 
The Food and Drug 

Administration said it is 
replacing the lifetime ban 
with a new policy barring 
donations from men who 
have had sex with a man 
in the previous year. While 
the one-year ban has been 
criticized by activists it 
matches policies in other 
countries, including Aus- 
tralia, Japan and the U.K. 
Gay rights activists said 

the new policy is a “step 
in the right direction,” but 
falls short. 

“It continues to stigmatize 
| gay and bisexual men,” said 
David Stacy, of the Human 
Rights Campaign, the larg- 
est U.S. gay rights group. “It 
simply cannot be justified 

| in light of current scientific 
research and updated blood 
screening technology.” 
Monday's policy shift 

was first proposed in late 
2014 and follows years of 
lobbying by medical groups 
and gay rights groups, who 
said the previous ban was 
outdated and perpetuated 

| negative stereotypes. 
Dr. Peter Marks of the 

FDA said the change is 
“backed by sound scien- 
tific evidence” and will 
“continue to protect our 
blood supply.” 
The FDA considered 

eliminating all restrictions 
on blood donations from 
gay and bisexual men, 
but concluded that would 
increase the transmission 
of HIV through the blood 
supply by 400 percent. 

“An increase of that 
magnitude is not accept- 
able,” Marks told reporters. 

All U.S. blood donations 
are screened for HIV, the 
virus that causes AIDS. 
But there is a roughly 10- 
day window between ini- 
tial infection and when the 
virus can be detected by 
current testing techniques. 
The American Red Cross 
estimates the risk of get- 
ting an HIV-positive blood 
donation is 1 in 1.5 million 
for all U.S. patients. About 
15.7 million blood dona- 
tions are collected in the 
U.S. each year. 
The lifetime ban was put 

in place during the early 
years of the AIDS crisis 
and was intended to protect 
the blood supply from 
what was a then little- 
understood disease. 
The FDA concluded that 

moving to a one-year absti- 
nence requirement would 
not change the safety of 
U.S. blood donations, 
based primarily on data 
from Australia. That coun- 
try has had a one-year rule 
for active gay and bisexual 
men for over 10 years. 
FDA officials said there 

are no comparable data 
using shorter restriction 
periods. 

“Right now there are re- 
ally no large, major coun- 
tries with shorter intervals 
than one year,” Marks said 
during a teleconference. 
On the current blood do- 

nor questionnaire, men are 
asked if they have ever had 
sex with another man since 
1977-- the start of the AIDS 
epidemic in the U.S. Po- 
tential donors who answer 
positively are barred from 
donating blood. The new 
questionnaire, as outlined 
under FDA guidelines, 
would ask men if they have 
had sex with another man 
in the last 12 months. 
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Associated Press was based on projections of fetched less on the open market recycled. 
$5.25 million in annual revenue than the cost to process them. “If Austinites actually recycled \ Hower. Asia Couticl AUSTIN — A review of city from the sale of recyclables The Austin American-States- that material, the cost per tonto jmember Don 

records has found that Austin has against about $4.8 million in man reports that city officials say recycle would be lower than the al writs Sn pd not seen expected profits from a processing costs. if more residents recycled more, cost per ton to landfill,” Cardenas from trying to reach its zero- recycling program meant In the latest fiscal year, a it would be easier to profitably said, waste then it “should be out to the clean. review of city records shows sell a higher volume of mate- The city plans to build a $7.5 of the waste business entirely.” In 2011, the Austin City Austin got a shade under $3 mil- rial locally, rather than ship it million “(re)Manufacturing Council member Leslie Pool, Council hired two companies to lion for its recyclables, even as elsewhere in the state, country or Hub,” where businesses will who chairs the council’s Open handle materials. Austin Re- processing costs hovered around even overseas. repurpose local waste into new Space, Environment and Sustain- source Recovery, headed by Bob $4.8 million. The city lost $1.9 Recovery spokeswoman Memi products for sale, and guarantee ability Committee, said that “As Gedert, originally estimated an million last fiscal year and $2.7 CArgguat days vcaly 45 petcent that recycled materials are actu- stewards of the environment, annual net income of $488,000 million in the two previous years of materials that Austin ally being put to use. it’s not always about making for the program. That estimate as recyclable materials have send to the andi) ad podents “Recycling costs less than money.” 

The Sales Team Realtors: These three 
free apps can improve your home search 

There’s almost noth- 
ing you can’t use your 
smart phone for these days, 
information-wise. From 
movie schedules to finding 
the nearest pizza place to 
listing the signers of the 
Declaration of Indepen- 
dence, it’s all there on your 
phone. 

Now, the Sales Team 
Realtors has exciting news 
for anyone who wants to 
search for a new home on 
their smartphone—there 
are three new and—and 
free—apps that make that 
very easy. 
Hp recent Google study 

showed that more and 
more people are searching 
for new homes on their 

als in particular are doing it 
this way. Each of the three 
apps below offers its own 
set of 

House Hunter Pro, for 
iOS emit allows 
buyers to save com- 

information for an un- 
imited number of homes 
and to score Sand prioritize 

them as well as take notes 
and calculate mortgage 

payments. 
Since every house is 

located in a neighborhood, 
which can be a major 
deciding factor in where to 
purchase, AroundMe gives 
you the scope of the area. 
Detigned for iOS, Android 
and Windows Phone, 
AroundMe provides a 
complete list of businesses, 
including banks, hospitals 
and restaurants, located 
near a home's address. You 

PECANS!! 
We Buy, Sell & Shell 

We Sell shelled and unshelled pecans 
We Buy a grocery bag or full crop 
Visit our Gourmet Gift Shop! 

Pecan Tree Partners 
(432) 685-3232 
.pecantreepartnersmidiand 

Merry Christmas!! 
We will be closed for the holiday, 

Closing 1:00 Thurs. 12/24, Reopening Mon. 12/28. 

Shshin. B 

can use this app when tour- 
ing a home to see what's 
nearby. 

Once you've made 
your purchase you'll want 
to start putting your own 
stamp on your new home, 
making changes to help 
it better meet your own 
needs. To help with that 
Houzz, for iOS and An- 
droid, is full of home de- 
sign ideas. You can browse 
ideabooks and articles by 
style, room and location, 
save images or articles to 
refer back to later, and you 
can save images in order 
to create an inspiration 
board. The app also allows 
you to get in touch with 
design experts to ask them 
questions. 

You'll also find a lot of 
useful tools on The Sales 
Team mobile friendly 
website, www.salesteam- 
realtors.com. Click on 
Property Search to begin 
looking in Midland or 

rast Service a8 Tymes commercial 
| and estdontit Boctricai wort | 

.com 

801 W. Wall - 
684-6657 
Imperial 
Shopping Center 
697-4914 

nearby areas. Input your 
criteria such as price range, 
bedrooms and more. If 
you'd like to start by going 
through open houses, go to 
the Open Houses tab and 
plan your route accord- 
ingly. In addition, there are 
tips for both home buyers 
and home sellers. 

Also, find and like The 
Sales Team on Facebook. 
They post daily with new 
information about the local 
market, upcoming events 
and inspirational messages. 

As wonderful and as 
time-saving as all these 

tools are, your best experi- 
ence comes through work- 
ing with an experienced 
real estate professional 
who can answer your ques- 
tions and prepare you for 
success at every step of the 
buying or selling process. 
With all the technology in 
the world, nothing beats 
the personal touch, which 
you'll receive from The 
Sales Team. 

So go ahead and boot 
up that computer, use that 
smart phone for informa- 
tion—but don’t forget to 
use the phone to call The 

DENIED BENEFITS? 
VA Pension Aid & Attendance 
Medicaid for nursing home care 
| may be able to help! Please call 

VINTAGE + INDUSTRIAL + UPCYCLED + CUSTOM FURNITURE & DECOR 

By Paul Wiseman the /ast thing you want to 
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To appear in For Your Information call Paul Wiseman at 697-7468 or your Midland Reporter-Telegram account executive at 682-5311 

Austin recycling program has not brodght in: expected profits 
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Sure they're tech savvy, but Brian and Laura Lyons 
Sales and their team are also ready to help you, on 
a personal basis, to get the home you want or sell 
the home you have. Call them at 618-1818. 

Sales Team Realtors 

Call The Sales Team 

Trustworthy, Caring, Professional 

Lara Sandlin 
402 Andrews Highway 

www.insurethbasin.com 

at 618-1818 or visit their 
website at www .salesteam- 
realtors.com 

687-1820 

Complete Collision | 

| 

14600 W. Wall 683-2761 570-0019 
LEN 

Repair 
Vehicle Rentals 
ALLSTAR REFINISHING & 

COLLISION and 
EXPRESS RENT-A-CAR 

Check Out Our Website! 
www.alistarmidland.com 

RE-BATH 
Full Bathroom 
Remodeling 

Are you a member of a secret society? 

J 
of readers buy the Sunday color photo?—at no extra 

for the Oil charge. The larger the 
other media ad, the more articles you 
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Io ell Us Te 
we can tell your secret to 
everyone, and get your 
phone ringing and your 
door swinging. 

To learn more call 
me at 7. peas or talk 
to MRT representa- 
tive. Let’ talk about how 
to spread the word about | 
Jour business—all over 
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America’s higher educatio 
MB Purdue shows blue print for 
eliminating speech codes 

WEST LAFAYETTE, Ind. — 

Ithough he is just 22, Andrew 
Zeller is a fourth-year Ph.D. can- 
didate in mathematics at Purdue 

University. He is one reason the school is 
a rare exception to the rule of unreason on 
American campuses, where freedom of 
speech is under siege. He and Purdue are 
evidence that freedom of speech, by which 
truth is winnowed from error, is most reli- 
ably defended by those in whose intellec- 
tual pursuits the truth is most rigorously 
tested by reality. 
While in high school in Bowling Green, 

Ohio, Zeller completed three years of col- 
lege undergraduate courses. He arrived at 
Purdue when its incoming president, Indi- 
ana’s former Gov. Mitch Daniels, wanted 
the university to receive the top “green 
light” rating from the Foundation for Indi- 
vidual Rights in Education (FIRE), which 
combats campus restrictions on speech 
and rates institutions on their adherence to 
constitutional principles. 

Zeller, president of Purdue's graduate 
student government, and some under- 
graduate leaders urged Daniels to do what 
he was eager to do: Purdue has become 
the second university (after Princeton) to 
embrace the essence of the statement from 

thought the region had seen its best days.” 

environment 

OUR VIEW 

Oxy’s West Midland 
campus offers another 
testament to oil’s future 

nother day, another oil industry office complex opened its 
doors in Midland. 
We were blown away by the latest regional headquarters 

to open for business here in the heart of the oil patch. Occidental 
Petroleum Corp. has impressed with Oxy Permian Plaza, much like 
Concho Resources, Fasken, EOG and Pioneer Natural Resources 
did before it. We expect Chevron will soon add its name to the 
companies that have spent tens of millions (if not hundreds of mil- 
lions of dollars) on facilities for the long term. Chevron is complet- 
ing its regional complex, located in west Midland right across from 
Oxy’s new 212.000-square-foot complex. 

Occidental has served the Permian Basin well. Oxy — as the 
region's largest producer — is responsible for 13 percent of the 
Permian Basin, according to CEO Stephen Chazen. Oxy’s reported 
Permian Basin production rose 51 percent in the third quarter 
compared to the third quarter of 2014, Oil Editor Mella McEwen 
wrote in an article that appeared in Sunday's edition. Vicki Hol- 
lub. Occidental’s president and chief operating officer, credited 
Chazen with having the “vision to see that the Permian Basin still 
held enormous potential as recently as 15 years ago, when many 

Not only has Occidental succeeded in boosting its primary 
production, but the company has carbon dioxide-based enhanced 
oil recovery projects in operation around the Permian Basin that 
also have increased production, McEwen reported. Combined, of- 
ficials said, they help Occidental meet the challenges of a low-cost 

(GEORGE 
WILL 
Washington Post 

Writers Group 

the University of Chicago that affirms the 
inciple that “education should not be 

in to make le comfortable, it is 
meant to make them think.” The state- 
ment says “it is not the proper role of the 
university to attempt to shield individuals 
from ideas and opinions they find un- 
welcome, Sisnpisaable or even deeply 
offensive,” it endorses “a solemn 
responsibility not only to promote a lively 
and fearless freedom of debate and delib- 
eration, but also to protect that freedom 
when others attempt to restrict it.” 
Why is Purdue one of just six universi- 

ties that have now aligned with the spirit of 
the Chicago policy? Partly because of Dan- 
iels’ leadership. But also because Purdue, 
Indiana’s land-grant institution, is true to 
the 1862 Morrill Act’s emphasis on applied 
learning. It graduates more engineers than 
any U.S. university other than Georgia 
Tech. It awards more STEM (science, tech- 
nology, engineering, mathematics) under- 
graduate diplomas than all but two public 

A&M). such universities, a higher 
of students graduate in 

fields than those of any school other 
than Georgia Tech and the University of 
California, San Diego. 
Scientists and engineers live lives 
governed by the reality principle: Get the 
variables wrong, the experiment will fail, 

ist interpretations of “Mi h” or 
turgid monographs on the false conscious- 
ness of Parisian street sweepers in 1714. 
Literature professors “deconstructing” 
Herman Melville cause nothing worse 
than excruciating boredom in their stu- 
dents. If engineers ignore reality, reality 
deconstructs their bridges. 
The Yale instructor whose email about 

hypothetically insensitive Halloween 
costumes incited a mob has resigned her 
teaching Josition. She did so in spite of 
a letter of faculty support organized by a 
physicist and signed mostly by scientists, 
including social scientists, rather than 
humanities faculty. 

In their scalding 2007 book “Until 
Proven Innocent: Political Correctness 
and the Shameful Injustices of the Duke 
Lacrosse Rape Case,” Stuart Taylor and 
KC Johnson plausibly argue that Duke's 

of desire for the past few election cycles. It 
has not, however, been taken seriously as a 

long-term investment. 
This should be evident in Latinos’ consistently 

Washington Post Writers Group 

n is a house divided 
disgrace — a fictional rape; hysterical aca- 
fence i Sue proses s — was driven 

aculty 88. Signatories of 
its manifesto included “only two profes- 
sors in math, just one in the hard sciences, 
and zero in law. ... More than 84 percent 
described their research interests as re- 
lated to race, class or gender (or all three). 
The Group of 88 was disproportionately 
concentrated in the humanities and some 
social science de; nts. Fully 80 

nt of the African-American studies 
aculty members signed the statement, fol- 
lowed by women’s studies (72.2 percent) 
and cultural anthropology (60 percent).” 

Higher education is increasingly a house 
divided. In the sciences and even the hu- 
manities, actual scholars maintain the high 
standards of their noble calling. But in the 
humanities, especially, and elsewhere, faux 
scholars representing specious disciplines 
exploit academia as a jobs program for oth- 
erwise unemployable propagandists hostile 
to freedom of expression. 

This is, however, a smattering of what 
counts as good news in today’s climate: 
For the first time in FIRE’s 16 years of 
monitoring academia’s authoritarianism, 
fewer than half (49.3 percent) of American 
universities still have what FIRE considers 
egregiously unconstitutional speech poli- 
cies. Purdue is one of six universities that 
eliminated speech codes this year, and one 
of just 22 with FIRE's “green light” rating. 

Latino vote needs investment 
HM Try to win the Hispanic community for 
the long term and do so with more than 
just token gestures 

Te “Latino vote™ has been a political object 

ESTHER 
CEPEDA 

and its future 

and gas industry brings to Midland is amazing.” 

land to see how amazing it truly can be. 

CONTACT YOUR REPRESENTATIVE 
MIDLAND COLLEGE 
3600 N. Garfield. Midland. TX 79705 
Phone: 685-4500; Fax: 685-4522 
Website: midland edu 
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Still. on a chilly Friday morning when oil prices were lagging 
in the $35-a-barrel range. it was a building that as McEwen wrote 
“underscores Occidental’s commitment to Midland and to the 
Permian Basin" It is a commitment matched by other companies 
that remain focused on the long term. Those top players in the 
Permian Basin continue with their building projects, keep staffing 
levels high and continue to bet their community dollars on Midland 

These companies’ commitment is a needed reminder to the rest 
of us to stay focused on a future beyond $30 to $35 oil. We would 
be smart to follow their lead. As Mayor Jerry Morales said at the 
opening of Oxy Permian Plaza, “we are a world-class city. ... Mid- 
land is more than desert and cactus and tumbleweeds. What the oil 

One just needs to drive down Deauville Boulevard in west Mid- 

President Steve Thomas 685-4520 
Trustees — Linda Cowden, Will Green, Steve 

Kiser, Charlene McBride, Steve Castle, Ken 
Peeler, Raiph Way, Larry Lawrence 

eporter- Telegram 

poor showing at the polls. The Census Bureau cal- 
culated that fewer than half of all eligible Hispanics 
turned out to vote in 2012. By ison, about 
two-thirds of eligible whites and blacks voted. 
That year, despite President Obama's late-in- 

the-game announcement of Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals, which allowed certain young 
undocumented immigrants to be exempted from 
deportation and become eligible for work permits, 
the percentage of Latinos casting ballots went 
down to 48 percent, from 49.9 percent in 2008. 
As we hurtle toward the 2016 elections — dur- 

ing which the Senate will be up for grabs with 34 
seats contested — America’s Voice, the immigra- 
tion-reform advocacy group, and the Latino Deci- 
sions polling organization estimate that more than 
13 million Latino voters will have the opportunity 
to make an impact next November. 
But will ? 
“There is a lot of under-mobilization and under- 

voting relative to population, with hundreds of 
thousands of votes left on the table because Lati- 
nos are Say not Parting i the process,” 
said David F. Damore, Latino Decisions’ senior 
analyst and an associate professor of political sci- 
ence at the University of Nevada, Las Vegas. 

At this point, With Several of the Republicans 
tripping over themselves to project anti-immigrant 
views — and the Democrats apparently hoping 
that they'll simply look better to Latino voters in 
comparison — it's unclear whether Latinos will be 
motivated to turn out next November. 

practically no chance of comprehensive immigra- 
tion reform, given [the current deadlock in) the 
Senate? We've seen Latino voters come out when 
a candidate put in the time and the money to do 
the outreach.” 
Frank Sharry, executive director of America’s 

Voice, concurred with Damore’s assessment: 
“Every community wants to be engaged with and 
by candidates and parties. But as a close observer 
of the infrastructure of mobilizing voters, I’ve seen 
strong investments in particular races, in particular 
states — but it’s kind of instrumental, late, not sus- 
tained and doesn't allow for robust growth toward 
a more permanent registration and mobilization 

i suggested that the Republicans’ seem- 
ingly tacit approval of recent vitriol against immi- 
grants might jolt Latino voters into action. “After 
Pete Wilson supported Proposition 187,” a 1994 
ballot initiative to prohibit illegal immigrants in 
California from using non-emergency health care, 
public education and other government services, 
“it turned out to be a mobilizing program of his- 
toric proportions. Hispanics turned a once-purple 
state very blue. But it’s unclear whether a Donald 
Trump nomination ... might have the same effect.” 

According to Damore, Hispanic turnout isn’t a 
lock — or a certain lost opportunity — for either 

don’t tie politics to partisan identification.” 
No matter how you slice it — whether you" 

From the Left | Doonesbury 

A as mewpew What is clear is that, at least according to blame general voter for low turnout or be- 
Damore, one major reason Latino voters are so un- lieve that anti-Hi rhetoric will wake the so- 
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Associated Press 

presidential candidate New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie shakes hands with potential sup- 
porters as his wife Mary Pat watches during a campaign stop Saturday in Exeter, N.H. 

Chris Christie supporters see 
momentum in New Hampshire 

By Jill Colvin 
Associated Press 

MANCHESTER, 
N.H. — All the marathon 
town hall meetings, the 
bar visits, house parties 
and time invested in New 
Hampshire finally seem 
to be paying off for GOP 
presidential candidate 
Chris Christie. 

Poll after poll show the 
New Jersey governor mak- 
ing gains in the first-in-the- 
nation primary state. And 
his supporters say they 
feel a palpable surge in 
excitement as the calendar 
draws nearer to February 
9: primary day. 

“It’s electric,” said Bar- 
bara Sheehan, a New Jer- 
sey native who now lives in 
Tuftonboro, after hearing 
Christie speak. “You can 
just feel the momentum, 
it’s in the air.” ] 

Christie and his team 
seemed eager to show off 
their progress this week- 
end, when they kicked off 
a four-day bus tour across 
the state inside a cavernous 
automotive garage. After 
a parade of high-profile 
endorsers sung Christie's 
praises, the governor and 
his family made a dra- 
matic entrance, pulling into 
the garage aboard a bus 
emblazoned with his name 
and new campaign slogan 
— “Tell it Like it Is"— as 
music from “Star Wars” 
played. 
Beyond the shiny new 

wheels, Christie's team 
also shipped 120 support- 
ers in from New Jersey 
to fan across the state, 
knocking on doors. The 
move added manpower and 
helped boost his crowds. 
But also highlighted that 
he’s significantly under- 
staffed in the state in which 
he has staked his cam- 
paign. 

“There's a big difference 
between paid staff and 
having to pay people to go 

-to-door, 

has done in a month in a 
weekend, because people 
are committed to it and we 

know how to do this.” 
Christie has been lining 

up endorsements, but he is 
lagging many campaigns 
in fundraising, meaning 
that now, leading into the 
primary, he has less than a 
quarter of the manpower of 
some of his rivals. 
While a robust ground 

game is less important in 
New Hampshire than in 
early-voting lowa, where 
voters must attend time- 
consuming caucuses, 
Christie currently has just 
four paid staffers in the 
state. 

That's far fewer than for- 
mer Florida Gov. Jeb Bush, 
who has 20 full-time staff- 
ers spread across five of- 
fices and Ohio Gov. Kasich, 
who has 11 full-time paid 
staffers and expects to have 
five offices up and running 
by the end of the year. 

Florida Sen. Marco 
Rubio, meanwhile, has 
eight paid staffers, while 
poll-leader Donald Trump 
has 13 working out of four 
offices. 

Still, Christie banked 
on his charm to win votes, 
traveling the state to meet 
the people who could make 
or break his campaign. 
At Billy’s Sports Bar in 

Manchester on Sunday, 
Christie joined customers 
to chat as they finished 
their meals. 
“Nobody’s listening to 

us in Washington,” com- 
plained Manchester's Joe 
Rolka, who works in sales. 
“I’m here to listen,” 

Christie told him as they 
spoke. 
When Christie moved 

on, Rolka said he was im- 
pressed by the governor's 
unguarded approach. 

“After talking to him 
today, I'm on board. He 
can have my vote,” said 
Rolka, who'd been on the 
fence between Christie and 

George W. Bush's cam- 
paign in the state in 2000, 
said he could feel the buzz 
growing for Christie's 

Hf you feed a seagull Alka-Seltzer, its stomach will explode. 

The people of France eat more cheese than any other country in the world. 

campaign. He said he made 
his final decision about a 
month ago, after taking a 
serious looks at Kasich, 
Bush and Rubio, who are 
all competing for moderate 
voters. He said he thinks 
Christie's time is now. 

“It’s now to the point 
where people are making up 
their minds,” he said as he 
waiting in the bitter cold for 
Christie to arrive at a local 
bar Sunday. “If you were 
any candidate going into the 
Christmas you'd want 
to be Chris Christie” 
To be sure, Trump 

remains the dominant 
force in the state, drawing 
thousands of people to his 
events. 
A recent Franklin Pierce 

University-Boston Herald 
poll found Trump to be the 
favorite of 26 percent of 
likely Republican voters, 
more than twice the back- 
ing of his closest rival. But 
Christie is now vying for 
second place, earning the 
support of 11 percent of 
voters in that poll, versus 
12 percent for Rubio and 
12 percent for Texas Sen. 
Ted Cruz. 

Christie’s favorability 
ratings are also on the rise, 
with 64 percent of voters 
now holding a favorable 
impression of him — up 
18 points since October. 
But the momentum is 

also attracting new scrutiny 
for the New Jersey gover- 
nor, who had been largely 
ignored by his rivals up 
until this point. 
Former Trump adviser 

Roger Stone, who is now 
working with a pro-Trump 
super PAC, told The As- 
sociated Press last week 
that he is looking to run 
ads highlighting Christie's 
record in New Jersey. 
And Christie, who has 
been trying to move past 
the George Washington 

ity that Christie, who has 
lagged behind many of 
his rivals when it comes 
to fundraising, is badly 
outgunned when it comes 
to staff. 

Lindsey Graham ends his 
2016 presidential campaign 

By Laurie Kellman 
and Bill Barrow 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Republican Sen. 
Lindsey Graham ended his 2016 campaign 
for president Monday, saying he remains 
committed to working to achieve security 
for the American people and helping the 
GOP expand its base. 
With just over a month to go until 

voting begins, the South Carolina sena- 
tor — the only candidate from one of the 
four early voting states — posted a video 
telling supporters “we have run a cam- 
paign we can be proud of.” He noted his 
emphasis on national security and improv- 
ing the nation’s bil agee sheet, saying he 
“put forth bold anll practical solutions to 
big problems.” 

In a taped interview broadcast later on 
CNN, the 60-year-old senator warned 
that the election is “not about 2016” but 
instead “an election for the heart and soul 
of the Republican Party” He warned that 
the current GOP front-runner Donald 
Trump cannot defeat a Democrat like Hill- 
ary Clinton “without some major adjust- 
ments.” 
Having mustered little support in the 

polls, Graham's exit will not have an 
immediate effect on the race in the final 
stretch before the Feb. | lowa caucuses 
and the Feb. 9 New Hampshire primary. 
But his decision could produce a ripple 
effect in his home state, which follows 
New Hampshire with a Feb. 20 primary. 
Graham will likely be a highly sought-af- 
ter endorsement for those still in the race, 
though he’s given no indication of who he 
would back. 
By ending his campaign, Graham 

deprives the GOP field of perhaps its most 
aggressive military hawk — he said even 
before the June 1 launch of his campaign 
that more American servicemen and 
women “will die in Iraq and eventually in 
Syria to protect our homeland.” That was 
often a stark contrast to other candidates 
who joined Graham in blasting President 
Barack Obama as weak in his approach to 
Islamic State militants, yet hedged when it 
came to questions of ground forces 

Graham also takes with him a wry 
sense of humor that he showcased on the 

trail and in debates — though he 
never did qualify for one of the prime-time 
sessions, and was instead relegated to the 
earlier undercard events. His solution to 
gridlock in Washington: “We re going to 
drink more.” It was a lesson he attributed 
to his upbringing in the bar that his parents 
owned and to the political friendship 
between Republican President Ronald Rea- 
gan and Democratic Speaker Tip O'Neill 
When Trump gave out Graham's cell 

phone number at a South Carolina cam- 
paign stop, Graham answered with a satiri- 
cal video in which he attempts — multiple 
times — to destroy his phone. Jabbing at 
Clinton over her use of a private server, he 
mocked his own computer illiteracy, saying 
he’s never sent an email at all. 
Graham plunged into the contest high- 

lighting his foreign affairs experience in the 
Senate and arguing that newcomers need 
not apply for a job that offers no chance 
for “on-the-job training." At the time, 
anything was possible because the mob of 
GOP candidates had no clear leader. But 
over the summer, political neophytes like 
Trump and Ben Carson surged to the front 
of the pack and forced far better-known 
candidates, such as former Florida Gov. Jeb 
Bush, to fight for support 
Urged to run by 2008 GOP presidential 

nominee John McCain, Graham never 
gained traction, failing even to qualify for 
an undercard debate in November 
An Air Force veteran and reservist, Gra 

ham has called Obama “a small-minded 
guy in big times.” After attacks on Paris 
killed 129 people, Graham pushed for an 
authorization of military force against the 
Islamic State that would allow the U.S. to 
attack the groups’ supporters anywhere 
with no time limit 

But as he visited core GOP supporters 
in lowa and New Hampshire, Graham did 
not abandon positions that separated him 
from the GOP's conservative base. In New 
Hampshire. Graham defended his call for 
an immigration overhaul that includes 
both improvements in border security and 
a path to legal status for the millions of 
people living in the country illegally 
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Miss Universe show, host apologize 
for crowning the wrong woman 

By David Bauder 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK — The 
Miss Universe pageant and 
host Steve Harvey doubled 
down on the apologies 
Monday after an excruciat- 
ing live television moment 
— announcing incorrectly 
that Miss Colombia had 
won and then taking the 
crown from her head to 
give to a rival from the 

S. 
The fallout from Sun- 

day's show made Harvey 
an online symbol of “oops” 
moments, drew a reaction 
from Colombia’s president 
and ¢ven a gloating tweet 
from Donald Trump, the 
pageant’s former owner. 
As televised on Fox, 

the contest was down to 
Ariadna Gutierrez Are- 
valo of Colombia and Pia 
Alonzo Wurtzbach of the 
Philippines when Harvey, 
a first-time Miss Universe 
host, proclaimed Gutier- 
rez the winner after a long 
dramatic pause. 

Music swelled, Gutier- 
rez was fitted for a sash, 
given flowers and a crown 
was placed on her head. 
That made it two straight 
Miss Universe winners for 
Colombia, where the pag- 
eants are taken seriously. 
She bathed in applause for 
nearly two minutes before 
Harvey slowly made his 
way back onto the stage 

“I have to apologize.” he 
said. “The first runner-up is 
Colombia.” 
The camera switched 

to a bewildered-looking 
Waurtzbach, who came 
back on the stage to get the 
crown as the same cel- 
ebratory music repeated. 
Harvey said she’d be tak- 
ing her first walk as Miss 
Universe, but mostly she 
stood immobile 
Two minutes later, the 

comedian who hosts his 
own daytime talk show 
as well as the game show 
“Family Feud” returned. 
saying “let me just take 
control of this.” 

Harvey explained on 

Associated Press 

Steve Harvey holds up the card showing the winners after he incorrectly announced Miss Colombia 
Ariadna Gutierrez at the winner at the Miss Universe pageant Sunday in Las Vegas. According to 
the pageant, a misreading led the announcer to read Miss Colombia as the winner before they took 
it away and gave it to Miss Philippines Pia Alonzo Wurtzbach 

the air that he misread the 
card he was given with 
the names of the winners. 
Colombia was listed as the 
first runner-up, and he'd 
been confused with how it 
was written. He held up the 
card for the camera. 

“It is my mistake,” he 
said. “Still, it’s a great 
night. Please don’t hold it 
against the ladies. We feel 
very badly, but it’s still a 
great night.” 

Harvey later tweeted 
an apology to the women 
and viewers. "| feel ter- 
rible,” he wrote. The Miss 
Universe organization 
also issued an apology on 
Monday. 

Waurtzbach later said she 
was happy to win, but con- 
fused and concerned for her 
rival. She said she tried to 
approach her backstage, but 
the Colombian contestant 
was crying and surrounded 
by a crowd of women. 

“I did not take the crown 
from her,” Wurtzbach said 

Celebrations quickly 
turned to anger in Colom- 

bia, where the hashtag 
“Respect the Crown” was 
the country’s top-trending 
topic on Twitter. Even the 
president was upset. 
“They put the crown 

on her head,” President 
Juan Manuel Santos said 
Monday. “The photos are 
there to prove it. To me, as 
a Colombian, she is still 
Miss Universe.” 

It was the pageant’s 
first time on Fox, and the 
Nielsen company said the 
contest was seen in the 
United States by 6.2 mil- 
lion people — strong num- 
bers for the network. The 
previous Miss Universe on 
NBC, in January, reached 
7.7 million people. 
NBC dumped the 

pageant after Trump, its 
then-owner, angered many 
Latinos with comments 
about immigration. Trump 
subsequently sold the pag- 
eant and tweeted after the 
flub that it “would never 
have happened” on his 
watch. He retweeted some- 
one else’s comment that 

Trump must be happy that 
the pageant had gone “off 
the rails” after he sold it. 
He softened his tone in 

an interview on NBC's To- 
day Show, calling Harvey a 
“great guy” who handled it 
well. Trump said if he were 
still in charge of the show, 
he would make the women 
share the title. 
“Things happen,” he 

said. “It’s live television.” 
Harvey, the comedian, 

found himself the butt 
of Internet jokes Mon- 
day. One prominent post 
showed his smiling face 
under the headline: “Happy 
Friday!” followed by 
“Wait, sorry, it’s Monday.” 

Last year, the winner of 
the Miss Florida pageant 
had to give back her crown 
following a vote-tabulation 
error that was noticed days 
later. And a transcribing 
error caused the wrong 
author's name to be an- 
nounced for a National 
Book Award in 2011. 
Neither event happened on 
live television, however. 

DI 

Outraged 
Colombians look 
for blame in Miss 
Universe mix-up 
By Jacobo Garcia 

Associated Press 

BOGOTA, Colombia 
~— Colombians celebrated 
for a litt’é more than two 
minutes what appeared to 
be an unprecedented feat 
for this beauty pageant- 
obsessed South American 
nation: back-to-back Miss 
Universe titles. 
From President Juan 

Manuel Santos to Miss 
Colombia's relatives in 
the Caribbean port city of 
Barranquilla, millions of 
Colombians who tuned 
in for Sunday's pageant 
screamed joyously when 
it was announced that 
Ariadna Gutierrez Arevalo 
had won this year's crown. 

But the celebrating 
turned to shouts of fraud 
seconds later as host Steve 
Harvey announced on live 
television from Las Vegas 

| that he had mistakenly read 
from the cue card. The con- 
testant from the Philippines 
was the new Miss Universe, 
not Miss Colombia. 
“They took away her 

crown,” and “the shortest 
reign in history” was the 
sentiment expressed almost 
universally on Twitter, 
where the hashtag “Respect 
the Crown” was the coun- 
try’s top-trending topic. 
The sudden reversal even 

| caught by the president by 
surprise, forcing him to 
reverse his initial celebra- 
tory tweet. 

“1 was watching Miss 
Universe with my fam- 
ily. We started a huge 
celebration when they 
said Colombia had won 
the Miss Universe title for 
the second straight year,” 
Santos told Ratlio Nacional 
on Monday. 
“They put the crown on 

her head. The photos are 
there to prove it. To me, as 

a Colombian, she is still 
Miss Universe,” he said. 
Colombians are obsessed 

with beauty, and pageants 
are a major draw across 
social classes. But unlike 
neighboring Venezuela, 
which has won seven Miss 
Universe titles, Colombians 
are accustomed to falling 
short of the crown, with five 
runner-up appearances since 
1992 including Sunday's. 
Before last year’s crown- 

ing of Paulina Vega, only 
one other Colombian had 
won the Miss Universe 
title, in 1958. 

In the aftermath of Sun- 
day's shocking finale, Co- 
lombians were at a loss to 
explain the mistake. News- 
casts devoted almost 20 
minutes to dissecting every 
detail of the pageant’s 
confusing end — from the 
tweets by a member of the 
jury celebrating Gutier- 
rez’s win to a front-row 
audience member's alleged 
slipping of a cue card to 
Harvey — as reporters 
looked for clues of what 
many Colombians believe 
was a scripted ending to 
rob their country of its 
rightful crown and produce 
higher TV ratings. 
Some journalists blamed 

Donald Trump, saying 
they could find no financial 
record confirming that he 
had indeed sold the rights 
to the pageant as he said he 
did in September. 
Many Colombians were 

outraged months ago when 
Trump on the campaign 
trail accused Mexico of 
sending rapists and drug 
traffickers to the U.S. On 
Sunday, some said they 
believed the Republican 
presidential candidate 
was somehow still pull- 
ing the strings to prevent 
another Latina from being 
crowned. 
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Genevra 
Miller 

FRESHMAN PRE-AP ENGLISH 
TEACHER AT EARLY COLLEGE HIGH 

SCHOOL 

or Genevra Miller, teaching 
g was always the one and only 

career path. 
“I was raised by a father who 

was a band director and my mother read 
to me in the womb. Following in my 
dad's footsteps always seemed like the 
most natural career choice, and I loved 
literature before I could walk. I never 
seriously considered doing anything 
else. School has been my “happy place” 
my whole life,” said Miller, who teaches 

freshman Pre-AP English at Early College 
High School @ Midland College. 

Miller's class prepares her college- 
bound students for the rigors of 
college literacy. 
“My hope is that many of my students 

will come back to Midland after they 
finish their degrees to contribute 
their talents to the well-being of this 
community,” Miller said. “I love to see my 
former students succeed in their chosen 
fields. That's why I do this job; I want to 
help my students develop the tools they 
will need to be able to go out into the 
world as confident and successful adults.” 

Miller holds a bachelor’s in English 
from the University of Texas at Austin 
and certifications in secondary English, 
secondary history composite, speech 
and ESL. 

The Baytown native has 18 years 
of teaching experience and moved to 
Midland 14 years ago when she began 
working for Midland ISD. 

Miller's husband, Clay, is an eighth- 
grade math teacher at Abell Junior High. 

Q&A with the Pioneer 
How have you moved beyond the bask 

curriculum and found innovative ways t 

your students? 

My goal is to help the kids see the connections. How is the 
poem connected to the short story, how is the short story 
connected to the novel, how does the novel connect back to 
the poem? And why are we bothering to write an essay about 
all three of them? I want them to see the bigger pictures in 
language arts, and in order to do that I have to get creative. 
Is a Metallica song the best way to help kids understand 
characterization in “The Odyssey?” Let's try it. Will a research 
article from UT focusing on the different types of marriage 
help the kids understand the conflicts in “Romeo and Juliet?” 
OK, let's read that, too. I love looking beyond the obvious; if 
you can surprise the students, you will have their attention. 

Getting their attention is step one. The freedom to be creative 
with the curriculum is one of my greatest joys. 

How have you implemented technology 

your classroom and instruction model 

My integration of technology has been gradual, a bit like 
the proverbial turtle who eventually wins the race. Any 
device with plugs scares me a little, so I tend to approach 
new opportunities to integrate technology with a touch of 
apprehension. English instruction in many ways is still text/ 
paper/pen; however, I am deeply in love with a program called 
Edmodo, which the kids can access on nearly any device. It 
has a platform that is similar to Facebook, so the kids learn to 
use it in a manner of minutes. I can give the students online 
quizzes that are graded immediately (no more waiting for Mrs. 
Miller to read everything!), we can have online discussion 
forums; the possibilities are endless. I've enjoyed playing with 
this program over the past year. 

PIE HE I HBT 
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Not only does she touch 

kids academically, she 
reaches out to them to A Ie youn prore JOO ( 

My professional goal is singular; I want to stay in room 107 
at ECHS@MC. I want to continue to help kids learn to 
communicate better. I want to continue to do my best to show 
students that literature can be as entertaining as Snapchat or 
the newest video game. I want to continue to hone my craft 
as the years pass. | have never heard the siren song of “bigger 
career goals”; | became a teacher to teach, and I still have time 
to shoot for perfection. 

support them personall I | y 

As I see it, the biggest challenge facing educators in Midland 
is the same challenge educators all over America are dealing 
with. Our kids are easily distracted and they lack academic 
stamina. I don’t say this to denigrate my students or to point 
a snooty finger at the world. It’s simply the reality we face in 
2015. Kids live in a world of instant intellectual gratification. 
Don't like what's on TV? Go look for something on YouTube. 
Want to finish your homework quickly? Just Google all the 
answers. Now outside of the classroom, this is great. Having 
all the information in the world at your fingertips is wonderful 
if you're bored and you want to read about the newest 
Kardashian scandal. However, in the classroom it is a different 
story. Kids get frustrated if they can’t master a new concept 
immediately. My impression is that kids give up on themselves 
more quickly than they did back when I first started teaching. 
I don't think this is due to any particular weakness of character 
on their part; it’s just a reaction to how they've been taught by 
the world to gather information. In-depth learning requires, 
in most cases, tedious repetition to achieve mastery, which is 
not how this generation has learned to interact with the world. 
Clearly, we aren't going to turn back the hands of time, so as a 
21st century educator I have to develop teaching techniques 
that help me interact with the students effectively, given the 
learning tools they currently possess. 

Celebrating Midland’s 
innovative spirit. 



A Funeral Service for Don- 
nie Swift has been scheduled 
for 10:00 AM, Wednesday, 

2015 at 

Chapel in Broken Amow, 
Oklahoma. Burial will fol- 
low at 2:30 PM at Mt. View 
Cemetery in Le Flore Coun- 
ty, Oklahoma. 

Donnie was bom in Bro- 
ken Bow, Oklahoma on Sat- 
urday, Al 10, 1940, the 
son of Ewell and Letha 
(Story) Swift. He died in 
Broken Arrow, Oklahoma on 
Friday, December 18, 2015. 
He was 75 years of iy 

Donnie was a 1957 gradu- 
ate of Broken Bow High 
School in Broken Bow, Okla- 
homa. He attended Eastern 
State in Wilburton, Oklaho- 
ma for two years before 
transferring to Southeastern 
Stale in Durant, Oklahoma. 
He received Bachelors and 
Masters degrees in Educa- 
tion. He continued his edu- 
cation at Eastern University 
in New Mexico. He married 
the former Miss Violet Elder 
in Durant, Oklahoma on Au- 
gust 12, 1964. Donnie taught 
and was principal in Hobbs, 
New Mexico and Midland, 
Texas before retirement. He 
also coached Sth grade bas- 
ketball. He enjoyed tennis 
and gardening. He loved 
watching Fox News. He was 
very involved in many 
churches over the years and 
served as a Deacon. 

Donnie is survived by, his 
wife. Violet Swift, of Broken 
Arrow, OK: Sons, 
Casey Swift and wife Heidi, 
of Owasso. OK and Kevin 
Swift and wife Kacie of Bro- 
ken Arrow. OK; Grandchil- 
dren. Connor, Courtney, Syd- 
ney. and Grayson; sister, 
Peggy Herring and husband 
Fairland of Branson, MO: 
brother, T.L. Swift and wife 
Loyce. Broken Bow, OK. 
He was preceded in death 

by his parents. and brother. 
Gerald Swift. 

James Guarino 
James Edward Guanno. 

age 82.died after a brief ill- 
ness at Midland Memorial 
Hospital on December 6. 
2015 

He was born on Apnl 15. 
1933 in New York. he moved 

. So 
please don’t linger in the 
dark, but keep the Light on in 
your heart. 
On December 15, 20185, 

our beloved father was called 
home, he received his angel 
wings. 

Jesus H. Hinojos Jr (Jesse) 
age 65 born June 15, 1950 to 
Aurora and Jesus Hinojos, 
Sr.. in Presidio, Texas. At the 
age of 6 moved with his pa- 
rents to Odessa, Texas where 
he attended school and grad- 
uated from Ector High 
School in 1969. 
On June 4th 1969, he en- 

listed into the United States 
Marine Corps where he 
served 2 years during Viet- 
nam. Upon his retirement 
from the Marine Corp, He 
started his career in the oil 
and gas industry. 

Jesse worked for several 
different oil and gas compa- 

| nies within his 30 year ca- 
| reer. At the time of his death 
| he was employed with Mav- 
| erick Well Pluggers. as shop 
| manager 

Jesse married Delores 
Bustillos Hinojos on July 

to various places like Mary- | 
land and Florida before set- 
thing in Midland. TX in 1978 

James worked as an electri- 
cal engineer and spent his lat- 
er years working as a school 
crossing guard for the Mid- 
land Independent School Dis- 
trict 
James was preceded in 

death by his wife. Justine 
Guarino. 
A Memonal Service will 

be held on Wednesday De- 
cember 23, 2015 at 11:00 
AM at Thomas Funeral 
Home 

Should friends or family 

dane Report |osgram 

mrt. 

Questions about death notices or online 
Guest Books? Email: obits@mrl.com 

29th 1972. Within their mar- 
riage they had three children. 
two sons, and one daughter. 
Jesse loved to play golf with 
several of his brothers (in 
law). friends and his sons, 
Jeff and Eric. He enjoyed 
watching his grandsons, Ivan 
and Carl play football, both 
for Alamo Jr. High. Jesse al- 
ways had an ear to listen and 
was never too busy to be a 

| friend. He was a Dallas Cow- 
| boys fan. cheered Texas 
Longhorns but also supported 
the Texas A&M Aggies. 
There is so much more we 
can say about Jesse that it 
would take more than a few 
words to express. He was 
man of much wisdom and 
only a few words. 

Jesse is preceded in death 
by his parents Aurora and Je- 
sus Hinojos, Sr.. Uncle Ru- 
ben Hernandez: Brother-in- 
law. Angel Levario and many 
others. 
He leaves to cherish his 

knew him. 
With Jesse's unexpected 

departure we, his family 
thank everyone for their 
kindness and prayers. If any 
were missed, please 

es. 
A father, A light is from our 
household gone, A voice we 
loved is stilled, A place is va- 
cant in our home, Which nev- 
er can be filled. God gave us 
a beautiful father, A father 
who never grew old, You 
were always there with a 

helping hand, Help us now to 
accept his plan, We miss you 
now, our hearts are sore 

As time goes by, we miss you 
more. Your loving smile, 

your gentle face, No one can 
take our "Father's Place" 
May the choirs of angels re- 
ceive you And may you have 
rest and peace everlasting. 

Amen. 
Funeral mass is set for 

Tuesday, December 22nd at 
10:00 am at Our Lady of 
Guadalupe Catholic Church. 
Interment will follow at 
Fairview Cemetery~ 
Pallbearers for the service 
will be Jamie Ortiz, Abel Ro- 
driguez, Pete Ortiz, Robert 
Bustillos, Daniel Hinojos, 
Bobby Bustillos, Jessie Gon- 
zales, and Nano Ruiz: Hono- 
rary Pallbearers are Jeffery 
Hinojos, Eric Hinojos, Ivan 
Hinojos, and Carl Hickey Jr. 

Funeral service is under 
the direction of Heavenly 
Gate Funeral Home and 
Chapel. Family messages and 
condolences may be emailed 
to: pipkin@nts-online.net or 
you can visit our website at 
lewallengarciapipkinfh.com 

Funeral Home 8 : 
Terre Midland TX - (432) 687-1927 

i 2 

Lou Ann Lindley Bearden 
passed away Wednesday. 

December 16, is a Ge 

pt sae 
Texas pioneer ranchers Frank 
and Eula (Pittman) Lindley 
in San a he 
was Stiles, 
Lake, and Mertzon, Texas, 
where she graduated from 
high school in 1952 and then 
attended Texas State College 

= yon ey from 
Sul Ross State College in 
Alpine, Texas in 1956 with a ; i 

of the Lake 
College in San Antonio, 
Texas in 1966 with an 
Master's degree in Social 
Work. 
She was a member of 

Kappa Delta Pi, American 
Association of University 

y k 
the Methodist Church in Big 
Lake, Mertzon, and Midland, 
and a member of Christ 
Community Church in 
Greeley, Colorado. 
She is survived by her son, 

Thomas Bearden of Greeley; 
daughter-in-law, Jacqueline 
Bearden; and by four grand- 
children and five great- 
grandchildren. 

She was preceded in death 
by her husband; son, Joe 
Lindley Bearden; daughter, 
Rae Ann Bearden; parents; 
and by four brothers and their 
wives. 
Viewing will be held from 

9:30 am. - 10:30 a.m. with 
service following at 10:30 
am. on Monday at the 
Adamson Chapel. A recep- 
tion will follow in the 
Adamson Reception Center. 
Burial will take place in the 
Sherwood Cemetery in Irion 
County, Texas (date pend- 
ing.) Memorial gifts may be 
made to the "West Texas 
Boys Ranch” in care of 
Adamson Funeral & Crema- 
tion; 2000 47th Ave, 
Greeley, CO 80634. 

Condolences may be sent 
to the family at 
adamsonchapels.com . 

Patsy Ainsworth Childress, 
65, of Midland, passed away 
December 17, 2015 in 
Midland, Texas. She was 
born November 17, 1950 in 
Roscoe, Texas to Pat and 
Beverly Ainsworth. 
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band Fred Jones of Abilene; 
and by 11 nieces and eight 
nephews. 
Memorial services will be 

held Wednesday, December 
23, 2015 at 10:00 am. at 
Memorial Christian Church, 
1001 Andrews Hwy. Mid- 
land, Texas; following, a 
reception will be held at The 
American Legion at Midland 
Airpark. 

Patsy's wishes were casual 
dress and donations to be 
made to Gifts of Hope, 2006 
W. Tennessee Ave., Midland, 
TX 79701, in lieu of flowers. 

Fly home with the angels! 
Your fight is done! We will 
see you again! 

Funeral service is under 
the direction of Lewallen- 
Garcia-Pipkin Funeral 
Home and Chapel. Family 
messages and condolences 
may be emailed to 
pipkin@nts-online.net or you 
can visit our website at 
www.lewallengarciapipkinfh. 
com. 
N\ Lewallen 
«| + Garcia 
Fonirainipkin 
Funeral ome 
2508 N. Big Spring TX. AR) 62-50 

Ana Maria Rodriguez 
Barrera, 66, of Midland, 
passed away Sunday, De- 
cember 20, 2015. 

Viewing will be held on 
Tuesday, December 22nd 
from 12:00 pm to 9:00 pm at 
Heavenly Gate Funeral 
Home Chapel. A prayer serv- 
ice will also be held on Tues- 

OTHERDEATHS 
FROM WIRE REPORTS 

GEORGIA 
28-year-old grandson 

of Jimmy Carter 
dies in Georgia 

PEACHTREE CITY — 
Jeremy Carter, the grand- 
son of former President 
Jimmy Carter, died near 
Atlanta. He was 28. 
The cause of death was 

not yet known as of late 
Monday, Fayette County 
Coroner C.J. Mowell Jr. 
told The Associated Press. 
Jimmy Carter announced 

the death Sunday to the 
congregation of his home- 
town church in Plains, The 
Atlanta Journal-Constitu- 
tion reported. Carter told 
parishioners his grandson 
hadn't been feeling well 
Saturday and went to take 
a nap at his family’s home 
in Peachtree City before 
he died, the newspaper 
re . 

Mowell said he was 
notified of the death early 
Sunday. 
The medical examiner's 

office of the Georgia 
Bureau of | igati 

youngest son. 

In 2005, Jeremy Carter. 
then 18, was sentenced to 
30 days of house arrest, 
three years of probation 
and ordered to undergo 
drug counseling following 
his arrest in a Peachtree 
City home break-in. 

Police said he was 
caught inside the home 
of a former friend taking 
a video game console. 
Authorities found less than 
an ounce of marijuana in 
a plastic bag in his shoe 
and smelled alcohol on 
his breath, The Associated 
Press reported at the time. 

Carter had originally 
been charged with bur- 
glary, which could have 
resulted in a prison sen- 
tence, but that was reduced 
to a misdemeanor theft 
charge as the result of a 
plea agreement, the AP 
reported. 

FORT WORTH 

Texas Health Harris Meth- 
odist Hospital on Dec. 14 
and was being treated for 
an infection. Cook says the 
cause of death was conges- 
tive heart failure. 

Harris served in the 
Texas House from 1985S to 
1990. He was in the Texas 
Senate from 1991 to 2013. 
Harris served portions of 
Tarrant, Denton, Johnson, 
Parker and Dallas counties. 
He was Senate president 
pro tempore in 2001. 
Cook says a funeral was 

planned at 2 p.m. Wednes- 
day at Crossroads Christian 
Church in Grand Prairie. 

ALABAMA 

Services set for Judy 

Allison was a leading 
member of the so-called 
“Alabama Gang” from the 
1960s through the '80s. 
Judy Allison was also 

the mother of NASCAR 
racer Davey Allison, who 
died fia helicopter crash at 
the Talladega Superspeed- 
way in 1993, bt fr 
Clifford Allison, who died 
in a race in Michigan in 

King was assassinated in 
1968. 

In 2012, Ozell Sutton 
earned a Congressional 
Gold Medal as one of the 
first African-Americans to 
serve in the United States 
Marine Corp. He was also 
director of the U.S. Justice 
Department’s Commu- 
nity Relations Service in 
Atlanta until he retired in 
2003. 

Zuma Tumer Burrow 
Renaud, 93, of Midland, 
passed away December 20, 
2015. Family will receive 
friends on Monday, Decem- 
ber 28, 2015 from 5:00-7:00 
pm with a Rosary to follow at 
7:00 pm at Nalley-Pickle & 
Welch Funeral Home in Mid- 
land, TX. A Funeral Mass 
will be held on Wednesday, 
December 30, 2015 at 10: 
am at Holy Family Catholic 
Church in Ft. Worth, TX 
with burial to follow at 
Greenwood Cemetery in Ft. 
Worth, TX. 

Survivors include children, 
Ellen, Bebe, Louis, David 
and Chris; 11 grandchildren; 
and 5 great-grandchildren. 

Arrangements are under 
the direction of Nalley-Pickle 
& Welch Funeral Home & 
Crematory of Midland. On- 
line condolences can be 
made at www.npwelch.com. 

Al Obituaries must be 
submied by 3:30 PM. prio 
lo nex publication day 

Sondheim's “A Little Night 
Music” and won the Tony 
for best featured actress in 
1973. 
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Sop, 
change in the high temperature over 

ge chge nh hgh emerson: ove ‘ 
according to the NWS: 
The record 
1981 and 2010. 

68 and the low was 40. 

'Tahoe-area resorts hopeful 
after early snowfall 

RENO, Nev. — An abundance of early 
snow and cold temperatures that allowed 
extra snow-making have helped Tahoe resorts 
getofftoa Siong Start this season. 

marketing manager 
Mike Pierce said higher-than-normal early 
snowfalls helped extend the skiing season. 

Mt. Rose Ski 

DEAR ABBY: | have been 
a nurse for 35 years, and over 
time, I have noticed a decline 

on i- 

day) iva low below freezing on Saturday. 
is even a chance of a low in the 20s 

for Dec. 21 is 81 set in 
record low'is 8 set in 

1989. On Dec, 21 of last year, the high was 
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Flurries Snow Ice 

GOREN BRIDGE 
With Omar Sharif and Tannah Hirsch 

East-West vulnerable. South deals 
-800 
Many competitive tools have devel- 

in simple courtesy from le ] NORTH d over time to help duplicate pla 
pn friends or el ag Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or PO. S24 oF fight this battle  — et 
in the hospital. Several things Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069. Her column is K8653 North's two no-trump bid was not a 

visitors should keep in mind: distributed by Universal Press Syndicate. #AQ76 natural bid, offering to play in no- 
1. If you don’t know what bi 2 033 trump. It was a takeout bid showing 

room the patient has been as- K9 AJ732 two places to play. Not both minors 

signed, ASK. Don’t wander in the patient. entertain numerous “guests” 22 2 2 necessarily, but any two suits. South 
and out of rooms until you find 7. Get permission before is physically and emotionally SOUTH was expected to bid the lowest-ranking 
the right one. ] plugging in your cellphone draining and a danger to the SA6S suit that he was able to play in. South's 

2. Be prepared to give the charger. person's health. go three-club bid found a home. but had 
first and last names of the 8. When taking the eleva- &K1053 North held hearts and diamonds. he 

Jusica when asking for direc- blic el And DEAR ABBY: My ex- would have converted the three-club 

Yor, use uivic A! husband, “Charles,” is dying, The bidding: bid 10 three diamonds and South would 

3 OO Abide by the visiting back and allow 1 pn ts and we have decided to get To yal Yor Fas) have chosen between the red suits 

hours and the number of per- to safel t bef past remarried before he dies so Pass Pass ONT Pass There was no beating an East-West 

sons allowed into a patient’s in: ER A ty cars he won't be alone at the end. os All pass contract of two spades. so the three 

room at one time. Remember, RSE IN CALIFORNIA (And also so I can receive his Opening lead: Jack of club contract would have improved the 

patients need dedicated time DEAR NURSE: If VA benefits when he's gone.) ne } result for North-South even if it failed 

for treatments and procedures. : If readers Is this morally wrong? I do Duplicate bridge is a game of small South. in fact. made three clubs. He 
4. Do not bring small take to heart your suggestions, re of him, but not all numbers. Should you achieve a score won the opening spade lead with his 

children to the hospital unless in the spirit they were given, the time because Charles likes of -100, that will usually not be a suc- ace and led the queen of diamonds 
are visiting their parent or everyone will benefit. That living with his uncle and will cess at rubber bridge, but it could be West won and reverted to spades 

ibling. You needlessly place visitors would charge into remain there after we marry. | a top score at duplicate, where you South ruffed the third round of spades 
them at risk by exposing them hospital elevators, wander guess I just have a little guilt would beat every pair that scored a then led the king of diamonds and 
to infections. the halls, barge into patients’ trip going on. — GUILT TRIP larger minus. You would beat a pair ruffed a diamond. The friendly splits in 

5. Make sure any food you rooms, and drag small children IN AS that scored -110 just as soundly as a both minors saw him through to nine 

bring to the paint is allowed into sickrooms is an indication DEAR GUILT TRIP: pair that had an accident and scored tricks. A well-earned good score’ 

by the that there has been not only Charles earned his benefits. 
6. Never ion the staff ~~ a decline in courtesy but also | see nothing morally wrong 

for information regarding the common sense. with people providing for 
patient’s diagnosis or condi- Patients are in hospitals someone they care for after DAILY CROSSWORD 
tion. It is against the law fora because iney need Mtpeivé their death. Unless Charles - 
health care provider to divulge treatment REST. Creating ~~ was coerced into his generos- 
patient information to an a party atmosphere in which ity, I can’t see why "8 should ACROSS 4 Driver's waming 33 _-relief 47 Figure of speech 
unauthorized individual. Ask the patient is expected to feel guilty. 1 Workers who 51980s missle 34 Shock 48 Bouquet for a 

cross picket ines prog. 35 Garden spigot seforita 
’ 6 Stare in disbelief 6 Davis of attachment 49 Computer fodder 

14 Kept from Chef. 38 Spyglass user instrument | 
The stars show the kind of day you'll have: 5-dynamic; 4-positive; 3-average; 2-so-so; 1-difficult squeaking 7 Another time 39 Five-and-__ store 53 Many miles away i 

15 “Yikes! 8 Seti: 43Notassimpleto 54 “At Last singer 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY for Tuesday, Dec. 22, 2015: plans. You could be taken aback by everything 16 Thomas _ stick with? understand Tes 
This year you will greet some positive change you want to get done. Take responsibility for mak- Edson 9 Ice cream maker “4° BuyMe 55 Lakeside siak 

, ing your schedule work. Clear out as much as you 17 “Calm down . . 
in your life. You'll need to leam to look at the big ; 1 for Love™ Beatles hit 56 Rowboat parr 

can before you go to holiday happenings. Tonight: 19 Salacious look 10 Dips for tortila picture more often. Your ability to leam comes out A 3 chips 45 Café lightener 58 Birthday number | 
2 you adapt to new ideas, cultures and perhaps Must appearance. NBainababed | Croco 46 Taicigismoo 59 Eye, postcaly | 
new developments in your chosen field. If you LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) *r*#% Deal with 21 Pint or pixel 
a sgl, Tough cnc ih mec: vo sre or loved one on one coon evel cope. Z2Pnesen SLT ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE any DIILres sian 5 | in expenence a n ccs clear up a problem qu ps 7 NE; nn 

and trust builds between the APRN ope Tonight: Favorae place 22 Relating bo 
tn f ou Tor ows cou pay a significant favorite people. re and i i aa. aR 

in your life. GEMINI wear you down smoothness, L 
ith hi . SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) sr %* Defer to 23 Ph.D. candidate, rg Wr Se Sdn CF C1 C02 £ ou much more than you can. You as if you 24 i L L 

an unusually grounded way a pe. are leaning heavily on this person. Nearly every- 30 Inventor Howe yay ONT] 0oOgE BEDS 

efforts play a bigger rol in others lives than you yourself to be flattered. Tonight: You will be hap- measurement To OfL[D[F|L[A[M[EIS] 
fedizs. A Jandier evil beooie lind. Hy wt to pier if you're not around crowds. 34 “Dexter” network, Aes GREER BERD 000 

Hang i hope pressure of the holidays. THEA: SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 4k Handle 5 ool wingidsen  |AIWE1|G[HIH[AIN[G]O]N]T]0] 
what is in a matter-of-fact kind of way. 40 Chater BOE GOO QO0DEER 

draw someone in a lot than you'd thought You could be by a call or an unexpected 1 Greek weather 
possible. Your imagination will provide you with visit. A friend drive hard bargain, but he SWCheS og er afer sigma [ALOIDISIOL I [A|LIRLIILIAIC] 
gd po or she just wants to be with you. Tonight: Go QNottvowod 3; geen ory [RIEJU[PRRLIEIN[ORT[L[O[S]T] 

Bh pen sho Tough Foe om oncom urea pow [EoleNIEDIGlEC]L [Als 
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) Arik Asia festival sie 32 Gl show Sponsor oie sior@aol.com 12215 
tion with a loved one will not interfere n 

EI age 20 Young with this person's natural flow. Focus on a last- 45 Delayed fight, Bddad aaad dids 
slow to get started, but you'll be a force to be dealt minute project and some calls that need 8 total ; 

1 di Sy rap rl en Aging ete eB earl iIEEE JERE JERR 0 a parthers life just by offesing Cothes down the path. Tonight not push your- 52%Youre 30 
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i ke ser, with you. Balancing » 

JEEEE dddNE ddd 
dENENJEEENNJ TEE 
JEN 4NNEE JEEEN 

EE JEEEEE 
PrTLLLLITLL 
JEEEE JERE dddd 
1dNEE JERENJEENE 

i ANNE JEEEE 
HEE 



GIRLS & BOYS 
GET FREE TOYS 
Children at the Boys & Girls Club pick 
out presents Dec. 15 during the annual 
Christmas party. This year’s event was 
sponsored by Pioneer Natural Resources. 

Tim FisCHER | REPORTER- TELEGRAM 
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Texans’ QB situation uncertain because of injuries 
By Kristie Ricken 

Associated Press 

HOUSTON — Brandon Weeden could 
start for the Houston Texans on Sunday 
against Tennessee as they try to clinch the 
AFC South title. $ 
Houston is down to Weeden, the third- 

string quarterback, because T.J. Yates 
suffered a season-ending tom ACL on 
Sunday and Brian Hoyer remains in the 
concussion protocol. 
Hoyer suffered his second concussion 

in less than a month on Dec. 13 and must 
be cleared by an independent neurologist 
before he can return. 
Coach Bill O’Brien wasn’t sure of 

Hoyer’s chances of playing on Sunday. 
“I think it has more to do with how the 

doctors evaluate him and how 
our training staff works with them as far 
as the evaluation,” O’Brien said. “I think 
we'll know something better after prob- 
ably (Tuesday).” 
Weeden, who was signed by the Texans 

on Nov. 19, took over on Sunday after 
Yates was injured and helped Houston to 
its first win in Indianapolis, making him 
the fourth quarterback to get a victory for 
the Texans this season. The Texans need a 
win over the Titans and a loss by the Colts 
at Miami on Sunday to win the division. 
Houston placed Yates on injured reserve 

on Monday and signed B.J. Daniels from 
Seattle's practice squad to take his spot 
on the roster. Daniels was a quarterback 
in college at South Florida, but has played 
both quarterback and receiver in the NFL. 
“We're going to train him to play quar- 

terback, but we're also going to do some 
things with him as a receiver,” O’Brien 
said. “We're not going to try to put too 
much on his plose. It'd be more like 
packages then we'll see how it goes 
throughout the week whether he’s up for 
the game day (but) a lot of that has to do 
with Brian.” 
Weeden was 11 of 18 for 105 yards and 

a touchdown in his first appearance for the 
Texans. He played four games with three 
starts for the Cowboys early this season 
and was released by Dallas when Tony 
Romo returned from his first injury this 
season. 
Because he was the third string quarter- 

back until last week when Hoyer was out, 
Weeden had almost no experience work- 
ing with Houston's first-team offense. 
“My confidence and my timing is just 

not what it needs to be,” Weeden said. 
“That is kind of to be expected. I haven't 
thrown any of those routes to any of those 
guys, so that just comes with time. 

“I thought as the game went on the 
communication got better. | think I settled 
down and started really communicat- 
ing and getting guys lined up. There is 
a couple of throws | would like to have 
back, but like | said, just uncertainty of 
timing and just getting a better feel for it.” 
O’Brien said that things were probably 

more difficult for Weeden on Sunday 
because he had to orchestrate a game plan 
that was made for Yates. That will be dif- 
ferent this week if Hoyer is out again. 
“Now we can probably do some things 

that, if he is the guy, that are more to his 
skillset, tailored more to him,” O’Brien 
said. 

On to the next starter 

Associated Press 

Dallas Cowboys quarterback Kellen Moore throws a pass in the first half of a game against the New York Jets on Saturday in Arlington 

Moore set to be 4th QB for Cowboys this season 
By Schulyer Dixon 

Associated Press 

IRVING — Kellen Moore will be the 
fourth starting quarterback for Dallas 
this season at Buffalo on Sunday. 
As for whether he will back up Tony 

Romo next year, coach Jason Garreft 
isn’t interested in talking about auditions 
on ioag) the Cowboys (4-10) are 
elimi from the playoffs with two 
games to go, as are ills (6-8). 
“A lot of people will start pointing 

that way that this is a great opportunity 
to evaluate players in regular-season 
games,” Garrett said Monday. “That's 
not really the way we think. We have 
one objective going to Buffalo, and 
that’s winning a ballgame.” 
Making his first regular-season ap- 

pearance late in his fourth year in the 
NFL, Moore sparked the offense after 
replacing an ineffective Matt Cassel in 
the second quarter of a 19-16 loss to the 
New York Jets on Saturday. 
Romo missed seven games with a 

broken left collarbone and was lost for 
the season after breaking it again in his 
second game back. Cassel was 1-6 fill- 
ing in for Romo after Brandon Weeden 
went 0-3 following the first injury. 
Although he threw an interception on 

his second career pass and three for the 
game, Moore beat a blitz with a quick 
toss to Dez Bryant in the flat, letting the 
receiver get around cornerback Darrelle 
Revis for the 10-yard touchdown. 
Moore also led a drive to a tying field 

goal in the final two minutes before the 
Jets drove the other way for the winning 

points. 
“Obviously I took this opportunity for 

what it was,” Moore said after going 15 
of 25 for 158 yards. “We'll grow from it 
and learn from it and see what happens.” 
An undrafted free agent out of Boise 

State, Moore signed with Detroit in 
2012 and spent two seasons there with 
Cowboys offensive coordinator Scott 
Linehan. 
Moore joined the Dallas practice 

squad in September, before Romo got 
hurt, and was moved to the active roster 
after the injury. 
He backed up Weeden for two games 

while Cassel was learning the offense 
following the trade that brought him 
from Buffalo, then was inactive for four 

Please see COWBOYS/2C 

SMU’s Brown set for return after 9-game suspension 
By Schulyer Dixon 

Associated Press 

when he replaces one of his mentors 
at the campus a few minutes north of 
downtown Dallas. 
Meantime, the 75-year-old Brown is 

back — and was so ready for his return 

final game of his exile in 
vith his son and daughter, 
FT 

a 
went so slow- 

| 

Leonard, 
Spurs win 

6th in a row, 
106-92 over 

Pacers 
Associated Press 

SAN ANTONIO — Kawhi Leonard 
had 24 points and the San Antonio Spurs 
surged past the Indiana Pacers for a 
106-92 victory Monday night to remain 
undefeated at home 
San Antonio (24-5) is off to the second 

best start in franchise history, including 
16-0 at home. The Spurs have 21 wins by 
double figures 
Tony Parker had 15 points, including 

nine in the final quarter, for San Antonio, 
which has won 6 straight. Boris Diaw 
added 14 points and LaMarcus Aldndge 
and Patty Mills had 10 each. 
David West had seven points and five 

rebounds in his first game against the 
Pacers since leaving in the offseason to 
sign with the Spurs 
George Hill and Jordan Hill each had 

15 points for Indiana. 
Two of the league's top defenses fought 

early. The Spurs lead the league in oppo- 
nent scoring at 88.9 points and the Pacers 
are seventh at 92.7 
San Antonio had just six points in the 

first six minutes of the game, two fewer 
than Indiana. 
Leonard and Paul George had their own 

physical battle, with each trying to get the 
best of the other on both ends of the court 

With George bumping and hand check- 
ing him at the top of the key, Leonard 
drove to the lane and banked in an over- 
the-shoulder left-handed layup in traffic. 
George attempted to respond, but Tim 
Duncan blocked his driving layup on the 
ensuing possession. 
The back-to-back plays electrified the 

crowd and the Spurs, who scored nine 
of the next 11 points for a 70-62 lead. 
Leonard had five points, a rebound and a 
steal in the run. 

Tip-ins 

Pacers: George Hill, who was with 
the Spurs from 2008-11, received a loud 
ovation during pregame introduction. Hill 
was traded to the Pacers for the rights to 
Leonard. ... George had two steals, giv- 
ing him 512 for his career to tie Derrick 
McKey for eighth in franchise history. ... 
Indiana was shooting 38.6 percent from 
three-point range, which is second best in 
the league. ... Rodney Stuckey has scored 
in double figures in seven straight games 
after posting 16 against the Spurs. 
Spurs: San Antonio is off to the 

second-best start in franchise history, 
trailing only the 25-4 record in 2011. 
... Texas men’s basketball coach Shaka 
Smart was in attendance, seated next to 
Spurs general manager R.C. Buford. 



Auburn vs. New Mexico, 
1:30 p.m., ESPNU 
Stephen F. Austin at Arizona 

State, 2 p.m., P12, P12 AZ 
Arkansas Little-Rock at 

Texas Tech, 2 p.m., FSSW/ 
FCSC 

Troy at Ole Miss, 3 p.m., 
SEC 
BYU vs. Harvard, 3:30 p.m, 

ESPNU 
Miami (Fla.) at La Salle, 4 
CBSSN p.m. 

Clemson at Georgia, 5 p.m., 
SEC 

p.m., FS§2 

p.m. 
American at LSU, 7 p.m, 

SEC 
Vanderbilt at Purdue, 7 p.m., 

BTN 

CBSSN 
McNeese State at UCLA, 10 

NBA 
Dallas at Toronto, 6:30 p.m., 

FSSW 
NHL 

Montreal at Minnesota, 7 
p.m., NBCSN 
C at Dallas, 8:30 

p.m. F + 
San Jose at Los Angeles, 

9:30 p.m., NBCSN 
WOMEN'S COLLEGE 

BASKETBALL 
Arkansas-Little Rock at 

Texas A&M, Noon, SEC 

TRANSACTIONS 

CLEVELAND INDIANS — Agreed 10 
rn Gomer 15 Js Tar 

RHP A.J Griffin on a minor league contract 
National League 

COLORADO ROCKIES — Agreed 10 terms 
with RHP Adam Ottavino on a three-year contract 

LOS ANGELES DODGERS — Named Bil 
of Okdahoma City (PCL) 

LAKE ERIE CRUSHERS — Signed RHP 
Fernando Gallegos and OF Connor Oliver 
SOUTHERN ILLINOIS MINERS — Sold the 

contract of RHP Adam Lopez to San Diego (NL) 
FOOTBALL 

Whalen and DT Billy Winn on injured reserve 

and OT Keicy Quaries from the practice squad 

WASHINGTON REDSKINS — Placed WR 
Andre Roberts on injured reserve. Signed WR 
Colin Lockett 10 the practice squad. Placed TE Ray 
Hamilton on the practice squad injured list 

HOCKEY 
National Hockey League 

NHL — Suspended Boston F Max Talbot two 
games for interference against New Jersey F Jiri 
Thusty during a Dec. 20 

CAROLINA HURRICANES — Recated 0 
Michal Jordan from Charlotte (AHL) 
MINNESOTA WILD — Signed D Jared Spur- 

geon 10 a four-year contract extension 
American Hockey League 

AHL — Suspended Binghamton D Mark Fra- 
ser two games for his actions dyring an allercation 
in a Dec 18 game at Syracuse and Rockdord C 
Marko Dano one game for siew-footing in a Dec 
19 game at Chicago 

CHARLOTTE CHECKERS — Released F 
Drayson Bowman from his professional tryout 
contract 

SAN ANTONIO RAMPAGE — Signed F Nick 
Drazenovic 10 a professional tryout contract 

SOCCER 
Major League Soccer 

NEW YORK RED BULLS — Signed M Derrick 
Enenne and F Brandon Allen 

SEATTLE SOUNDERS FC — Signed F Andy 
Craven and G Tyler Miller 10 one-year contracts. 

North American Soccer League 
JACKSONVILLE ARMADA FC — Signed M 

Pekka Lagerblom 
MIAMI FC — Signed F Dano Cvitanich. 

COLLEGE 
ARIZONA — Announced comerbacks coach 

David Lockwood wil not return nex! season 
Promoted football analyst Jahmile Addae 10 
comerbacks coach 

AUSTIN PEAY — Named Will Healy football 

DENVER — Announced the resignation of 
ntercobegiate 

coordinator 
SOUTH FLORIDA — Signed football coach 

Wilke Taggart 10 a three-year extension through 
2020 

TEXAS ASM-COMMERCE — Announced 
the retirement of men's and women's golf coach 
Lowe Bledsoe 

NHL GLANCE 

EASTERN CONFERENCE 
Attantic Division 
GP W LOT Pts GF GA 

Montreal 3% 20123 414 8 
Boston R199 RINK 
Detrot BIT 97 4&1 86 8S 
Flonda M812 4 0 BX 
Onawe M1712 5 39 104 102 
Tampa Bay M1743 7 8X0 
Buftaio M484 RR WH 
Toronto INIT NR TT 

Metropolitan Division 
GP W LOT Ps GF GA 

Washington 3X62 5 057M 
NY istanders 3% 1911 5 4&8 8 & 
N.Y Rangers 3% 1912 4 1019 
New Jersey M1613 5 77 79 M 
Philadelphia M1512 7 I HR 
Pisburgh 33643 3B TEM 
Caroline M4 1316 5 3 80101 
Columbus 3% 1320 3 2% 8812 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 
Central Division 
GP W LOT Ps GF GA 

Dallas M2672 120 8 
Chicago BAL M4 WB 
St Lous 32014 MU WN 8S 
Minnesota R 1796 0 8M 
Nashville M1711 6 40 90 88 
Colorado M1761 XB 65 0 
Winnipeg £4 Rw 1515 2 

Division 

GP W LOT Ps GF GA 
losAngeles 32 2010 2 4 B81 T 
San Jose 3B BIS 2 MU BN 
Vancouver 3% 1214 9 33 89 
Anzona R 1515 2 R 7 
Calgary [156 2 R MN 
Edmonton 4 1418 2 30 88108 
Anaheim R 12155 23 0 ® 

NOTE Two ports for a win, one point for 
overtime loss 

Scores and schedule 

Monday's Scores 
NY islanders 5. Anahewn 2 
Phiadeiphia 4, St Louis 3 
Pisburgh 5. Columbus 2 
Washington 2 Carolina 

Today's 
St Lows at Boston. 6 pm 
Anahewm at N.Y. Rangers. 6 pm 
New Jersey at Detrol, 6:30 pm 
Vancouver at Tampa Bay. 6 0pm 

Ottawa at Florida, 6:30 pm 
Montreal at Minnesota. 7 p.m 

Chicago at Dallas. 7.30 pm 
Winnipeg at Calgary 8pm 

Toronto at Arizona. 8 pm 
San Jose at Los Angeles. 930 pm 

NFL GLANCE 

AMERICAN CONFERENCE 
Eset 
WoL TP PFPA 

yNewEngand 12 2 0 857 435 269 
NY Jets 9 5 0 643 344212 
Buftslo 6 8 0420 313% 
Mam 5 9 0357 27 3 

South 
WoL TP PFPA 

Houston 7 7 0.500 2715 30 
Indianapols 6 8 0.420 2853 
Jacksonville 5 9 0357 3330 
Tennessee 3 11 02 200 3% 

North 
WoL TP PFPA 

Pasburgh kK : 4-4 § 0 m = 
Baltimore 4 10 0208 2@ W 
Cleveland 3 11 024 MW 

West 
W L That FFM 

Denver 0 4 07M 282% 
Kansas Clty 9 5 0.64 3525 
Oudand 6 8 3 
San Diego 4 0 0 20 Me 

NATIONAL CONFERENCE 
Ew 
WL Tht PFW 
7 7 0.50 98m 
6 8 045M 

NY Giants 6 8 048MM 
Dates 4 10 0280 

South 
WwW LTRtIF Mm 

y-Carotre “ 0 0.00 40 20 

Seale 4 4 0mm Al 
New Orleans. § 9 0% WOR 

WoL TP PFPA 
x-Green Bay 10 4 0 714 7 265 
Minnesota 9 5 0 643 206 272 
Detrot 5 9 0 357 3023 
Chicago 5 9 0357 280 382 

West 
WoL TPet PFPA 

y-Arizona 122 0 857 445 269 
*Seattie 9 5 0643 370 M8 
St Louis 6 8 0420 24124 
San Francisco 4 10 0 286 202 3% 

x-clinched playoff spot 
y-clinched division 

Scores and schedules 

Detrok 35, New Orleans 27 
Thursday's Game 

San Diego at Oakland, 725 pm 
Game 

Washingion at Philadelphia. 7:25 pm 

Houston at Tennessee. noon 
Cleveland at Kansas City. noon 
New England at N.Y. Jets, noon 

at Miami, noon 
San noon 

Dafas noon 
Bay, noon 
noon 

noon 
Orleans, 3:05 p.m 
32pm 
32pm 

NY 70pm. . 

NFL suspends Giants WR Beckham 
By Barry Wilner 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Losing 

game. 
The NFL on Monday 

suspended Beckham for 
next weekend's visit to 
Minnesota for his conduct 

cited “multiple violations 
of safety-related playing 
rules.” 
Beckham appealed the 

decision. His case will 
be heard by either James 
Thrash or Derrick Brooks, 
the hearing officers jointly 
appointed by the NFL and 
the players’ union. 
Without Beckham, the 

Giants (6-8) would be 
missing their best offensive 
weapon as they try to stay 
alive in the NFC East race. 
Beckham and Panthers 

cornerback Josh Norman 
tangled from the begin- 
ning of the Panthers’ 38-35 
victory. At one point, 
Beckham delivered a div- 
ing helmet-to-helmet hit on 
Norman while blocking. 
There was plenty of 

pushing, shoving, swinging, 
wrestling, late hits and trash 
talking between them. 
Beckham, the 2014 Of- 

fensive Rookie of the Year, 
has 91 catches for 1,396 
yards and 13 touchdowns, 
tied for the league lead. 
He has a base salary of 
$893,000 and would lose 
$55,813 for being suspend- 
ed for Sunday night's game. 
The suspension was 

imposed by NFL Vice 
President of Football 
Operations Merton Hanks, 
who ruled that Beckham's 
actions placed his oppo- 

nents at unnecessary risk 
of injury and should have 
been avoided. 

“At numerous times 
during (Sunday's) game 
against the Carolina Pan- 
thers, your actions placed 
a fellow player at unnec- 
essary risk . and clearly 
did not represent the high 
standards of sportsmanship 
expected,” Hanks said in a 
letter to Beckham. 
Hanks specifically 

pointed to a late helmet- 
to-helmet hit agai 
defenseless player in which 
Beckham left his feet prior 
to contact to spring forward 
“and upward into his oppo- 
nent (Norman); lowered his 
helmet and initiated forcible 
contact with his helmet; and 
forcibly struck the defense- 
less player's head. 

This “blindside block” 
was particularly flagrant 
because Beckham, with a 
10-yard running start, had 

an unobstructed path to his 
opponent, the position of 
the opponent was not im- 
pacted by any other player, 
and the contact with the 
head/neck was avoidable, 
the NFL's statement said. 
The conduct of other 

players in the game is be- 
ing reviewed by the NFL 
for potential fines. 

If the suspension is 
upheld, Beckham would 
not be permitted this 
week to be at the Giants’ 
practice facility. He would 
be barred from team meet- 
ings, attending or watch- 
ing practices; attending 
Sunday’s game; or having 
contact with any club 
personnel except to arrange 
off-site medical treatment 
or rehabilitation. 
He would be reinstated 

next Monday. 
After Sunday's game, 

Beckham refused to dis- 
cuss his run-ins with Nor- 

Associated Press 

A referee, left, separates New York Giants wide receiver Odell Beckham Jr. and the Carolina Pan- 
thers’ Josh Norman during the first half of a game Sunday in East Rutherford, N.J. 

man. There was no media 
availability with Beckham 
on Monday. 
Asked about the person- 

al fouls, he said Sunday, 
“You never want to hurt 
your team like that. I have 
learned it all throughout 
my life you know, always 
second man gets called, 
always that it is just unfor- 
tunate. You go back and 
watch the film tomorrow 

by the helmet-to-helmet hit 
and called for the league to 
look at Beckham's play. 
“He was 15 yards down 

the field and went straight 
for my head. It was just 

“He's got the maturity of 
a little kid,” Norman added 
of Beckham, who finished 
with six catches for 72 
yards and a touchdown and 
also dropped a sure TD 

A i -i i pass in the first quarter. 

Stafford leads Lions past Saints, 35-27 
By Brett Martel 
Associated Press 

NEW ORLEANS — 
Matthew Stafford passed 
for 254 yards and three 
touchdowns, and the De- 
troit Lions held off a late 
surge by New Orleans to 
defeat the Saints 35-27 on 
Monday night. 

Detroit (5-9) raced to a 
28-3 lead, but Drew Brees 
threw a pair of touchdown 
passes — one shortly after 
a Lions fumble — to help 
New Orleans (5-9) pull 
to 28-20 with about 10 

Cowsoys 
From 1C 

games before going back 
| to the practice squad. 

When Romo went down 
again on Thanksgiving 

| against Carolina, Moore 
was the backup again. 
With Cassel struggling 
and getting booed against 
the Jets, Garrett made the 
move to Moore. 

minutes left. 
Brees passed for 341 

yards and three touch- 
downs, becoming only 
the fourth quarterback to 
surpass 60,000 yards in a 
career while also eclipsing 
the 4,000-yard mark for 
the 10th straight season. 

But New Orleans’ loss 
guaranteed consecutive 
losing seasons for the first 
time since Sean Payton 
became coach in 2006. 
Golden Tate caught 

two touchdown passes 
for Detroit. The Lions’ 
last-ranked running game 
accounted for 150 yards 

“He has not had experi- 
ence in the NFL playing 
regular-season games, 
but he’s an experienced 
quarterback — 53 starts 
in college, he won 50 of 
them,” Garrett said. “He's 
had success playing in pre- 
season games. He needs to 
play more. He made some 
mistakes, but I thought he 
handled himself very well.” 

By Mike Cook 
Associated Press 

ST. PAUL, Minn. — 
Antti Niemi stopped 30 
shots in relief and the 
Dallas Stars scored four 
straight goals to beat the 
Minnesota Wild 6-3 on 
Monday night. 

Vernon Fiddler scored 

BEALL ALARALIAN 

twice for Dallas, which has 
won five of seven and is 
8-2-2 in its last 12 games. 
Jordie Benn, Tyler Seguin, 
Antoine Roussel and Cody 
Eakin also had goals. 

Jared Spurgeon, Charlie 
Coyle and Nino Niederre- 
iter scored for Minnesota, 
which lost its second in a 
row after getting points in 

% 4 

Q 
“7 

2) 
(@) 
2 4 

and two TDs against New 
Orleans’ last-rarked run 
defense. 

MONDAY'S BOX 
LIONS 35, SAINTS 37 

Quarter 
Det—Abduliah 15 run (Prater kick). 11.50. 

NO—Cooks 27 pass from Brees (Forbath 
lack), 503 

Fourth Quarter 
NO—FG Forbath 22, 13:01 
NO—Colston 11 pass from Brees (Forbath 

kick), 10:06 
Det—Bell 1 run (Prater kick), 5.24 

The last time the Cow- 
boys used four quarterbacks 
was 2001, when Quincy 
Carter made eight starts to 
three each for Ryan Leaf 
and Anthony Wright and 
two for Clint Stoerner. That 
was the second of three 
straight 5-11 seasons. 
“We have not been able 

to get the continuity to get 
it going on offense,” owner 

nine straight. 
Trailing 2-0, and with 

Niemi having replaced Kari 

Dallas scored three times 
in 4 1/2 minutes late in the 
second to take the lead. 
Less than a minute after 

a Jumbotron comparison 
of Yukon Cornelius from 
“Rudolph the Red-Nosed 

NO—Watson 1 pass from Brees (Forbath 
kick), 1:55. 

A-T3017 
NO 

First downs 24 [2 
Total Net Yards 396 399 
Rushes-yards 21% 1869 
Passing 246 Fo) 
Comp-Alt-int 2250 u-520 
Sacked- Yards Lost 348 1-1 
Punts 3443 «430 

21 10 i 
1048 628 

Time of 2% 0 
Tedh— ma 

RUSHING—Detrot, Abdullah 9-77, Bell 8-71 
Riddick 2-3, Stafford 4-(minus 1). New Orleans, 

13-54, Broes 1-11, Spiller 2-2, Hunter 
1-2, Hoomanawanyi 10. 
PASSING—Detrol, Staflord 22-25-0-254. New 

Orleans. Broes 34-520-341 
RECEIVING—Detrolt, Tate 6-45, Ebron 4-79, 

Bell 2-30, Riddick 2-27, T.Jones 2-22, Abdullah 

and general manager Jerry 
Jones said after the loss to 
the Jets. “Games like that, 
we have managed to figure 
out how to lose them rather 
than win them. And i think 
you just have to say we are 
not good enough to win 
those games.” 
So the Cowboys will try 

another starting quarter- 
back. 

‘Niemi comes off bench to lead Stars past Wild 
Reindeer” to the thick, 
bushy-bearded Benn elic- 
ited laughs from the sellout 
crowd, the Dallas defen- 
seman silenced those in 

Dubnyk on the stick side 
with 5 minutes to play. 
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Harden scores 36 
points, leads Rockets 

over Hornets 

Gateway, 8-5; 17. Grapeland, 7-7; 18. San Isidro, 13-2, 19. 83 
8-322 Lockney, 10-3; 23. Port 

Aransas, 6-8; 24. Avery, 13-4 25. Hggper, 10-2 
Class 1A 

1. Grady, 11-2. 2. Lanevile. 8-5; 3. Avinger. 15-1. 4. Lipan. 14-0. 
5. Tendine, 7-5: 6. Waelder, 9-4. 7. Happy, 9-2; 8. Jayton, 10-4; 9. 
Coolidge, 10-1: 10. Huckabay, 9-5. 11. Chireno, 11-4; 12. Nazareth, 
746.13 Menard, 9-4: 14. Graford, 7-4: 15. Lingleville, 9-3: 16. Water 
Valley. 10-1. 17 Calvert, 5-1. 18. Turkey Valley, 7-6. 19. Whitharral, 10- 

an 2. ; AO SA 

1 
Fort Bend Hightower, 13-4; 23. Laredo Alexander. 19-5: 24 Euless 
Trinity, 15-1; 25. Round Rock Westwood, 124. 

Class SA 
1 . 1340; 2. Coder Park Vista Ridge, 15-2:3 EP Burges. 

13:3 4 WF Rider, 16-1; 5. Lufkin, 16.0; 6. Mansfeld Timberview, 

Consolidated, 13-5; 22 Lake Daas, 11-4; 23. Houston Foster 15-3 
24 Mansfield Legacy. 10-5; 25. Mission Sharyland, 15-7 

Class 4A 
1. Argyle. 16-1. 2. Navasota. 18-0; 3. Abilene Wyke 12-3 4 

Sanger. 16-1. 5. Dallas Lincoln, 11-2; 6. Godley, 13-3. 7 Tatum, 14-1 
8 Waco La Vega. 13-2; 9. Bullard, 16-2; 10. Waco Connally, 18-1 
11. Mexia, 11-2; 12. Devine, 15-1; 13. Brownsboro, 17-4; 14. Canton 
11-5, 15. Lufiin Hudson, 13-3; 16. Brownwood, 11-3. 17. Liberty Hil 
17-1. 18. Brazosport, 11-4; 19. Wharton, 15-0: 20 Tyler Chapel Hil 

TABC HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL RANKINGS 
154.21 Taylor, 11-2. 22 Camolion Ranchview. 13-2. 23. Kervedele. 
126.24 Lowland, 107.25. or gen 03 

Clans 
1 1740.2 We, 13-3. 3 Shalowster, 13-3. 4. Nacogdo- 

ches Heights, 132. 5 Winnsboro, 14-2. 6 Bowie, 124.7 
Brock, 132. 8 Sunayvale, “3-3; & 8A Cole, 16-3: 10. Maths, 170: 
11. Bullen, 130; 12 Dales Lite Ouk OMt 11-3; 13 Malshoft, 11.3: 
14. idulou. 114; 15 Hows, 12-2. 16. Abe-Golden, 10-5 17 Tuscols 
Jim Ned. 10-6, 18. Mount Pleasant Chapel HEI, 16-6. 19. Lubbock 
Roosevelt 15-1. 20 Geandview, 54. 21. Haletesile, 15-3. 22 
Wichoook, 16-3. 23 Marion, 12:6: 24 Kames Cy 13.9. 25. Elysian 
Fiakds, 132 

Clase 24 
1.48 Aue La Poor, 17-1:2 Canadien, 10-3: 3 Weimar, 15.1.4 

Martins MIL, 124.5 Mason, 172.6 Windhorst, 131.7. Panhandle. 
160:8 Gruver, 13-3: 9 Smee, 12.3; 10. Musnster, 12-3: 11 San 
Sabe, 13-3, 12 Claude, 16-1 13 Sento, 16-1, 14. Goldthwatte, 14-2 
15. Mico, 13:3; 16. Rossbud-Lott, 14-2. 17. Chvistoval, 13-4; 18 Fas 
City, 11-5; 19. Gladewster Union Grove, 15-3. 20 McLeod, 14-2 21 
Slocum, 14-3: 23. Evadale. 16-4: 24 Welingion, 13-3. 24 Thomdale 
12-1; 25. Alvord, 143 

Class 1A 
1. Garden Clty, 12-1: 2 Nazareth, 10-4: 3 Lipan 124 4 

Chwreno, 18-1. 5. Dodd City, 14-1, 6. Saltlo, 1246. 7 O'Donnel, 16-4 
8 Nusces Canyon, 12-2. 9 Richland Sprangs. 11-0. 10 Whither! 
114,11. lm, 13-2. 12 Muckabey, 10-4; 13 DHans, 54. 14 May 12 
1,15. Turkay Valley, 10-1. 16. Newcastle. 14-4. 17 Goodrich, 11-3 18 
Follett, 6-5: 19. Grady, 94. 20 Mchullen County 13-321 Lorenzo. 
12-6522 Robert Lee, 10-3: 23 North Zuich. 10-3. 24 Paducah 8-4 
25 Spw. 12-7 

Large Private Schools 
1. Argyle Liberty Chvistian 16-2. 2 Tomball Concordia Lutheran 

176;3 SA Antonian 19-3. 4. Dallas Bishop Lynch 10-5. 5 Plano 
Prestonwood 6-36. CC incarnate Word 15-2. 7 SA incamate Word 
11-38. Lubbock Trinsty 8-8: 9. Houston Chvigtian 135, 
10. Dulas Chistian 15-3. 11. Victoria St Josephs 14-3; 12 Houston 
Kinkaid 11-5; 13. Austin St. Michaels 10-8: 14. Dallas Greenhil 10-4 
15. Houston Episcopal 12-5; 16. Austin Regents 13-4. 17 Houston 
Duchesne 14-3, 18. Dallas Parish Episcopal 10-3: 19 Houston 
Chistian 10-8: 20. Austin St. Dominic Savio 11-5, 21 Houston St 
Agnes 11-7, 22 SA Christian 11-7; 23. Houston Vilage School 13-3 
24 Piano John Paul Il 7-7; 25. Dallas Ursuline 12-4. 

Private Schools 
1. Lubbock Chistian, 14-4; 2 Houston Lutheran North 16-2 

3 Martie Falls Faith, 154. 4 FW Lake Country Chvistian, 14.5.5 
Beaumont Legacy Chistian, 8-5. 6. Cedar Hil Trinty Chistian 11-3 
7 McKinney Christian. 9-2. 8 Tomball Rosehill Christian, 11-1.9 
Austin Brentwood Christian, 9-5; 10. Sherman Texoma Chistian. 8-6 
11 League City Bay Ares Chistian, 11-1; 12. Midland Classical, 
88:13. Austin Waidor!, 124. 14 Denton Calvary, 9-5. 15. Baytown 
Christian, 9-5: 16. Waco Vanguard, 9-2: 17 Kennedale Felowsh 
11-5. 18. Dallas Lutheran. 10-2. 19 Austin Texas School for the 
Deaf, 10-3: 20. SA Christian Academy, 10-6, 2! Convoe Covenant 
Chistian, 11-5; 22 Bryan St Joseph Catholic. 15-5 22 Granbury 
North Central Texas, 4-7. 23 SA Lutheran. 8-4. 24 Temple Central 
Texas Christian, 7-1. 25 Spring Frassati Cathokc 9-3 25 Shiner St 
Paul Catholic. 6-2 

COLLEGEBASKETBALLROUNDUP 
FROM WIRE 

Men 17 points in the first half and minutes. 
West Virginia won easy. Sophie Cunningham NO. 8 MISSISSIPPI ST. 72 

NO. 7 NORTH CAROLINA 94 grabbed nine rebounds and SMU 70 
APPALACHIAN ST. 70 Women Cunningham had a SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico 
CHAPEL HILL, N.C. — career-high 14 assists for the — Victoria Vivians scored 

Brice Johnson scored 22 No. 4 BAYLOR 77 Tigers. 18 points and Ketara Chapel 
points to help No. 7 North JAMES MADISON 63 added 13 for Mississippi State 
Carolina beat Appalachian WINTER PARK, Fla. — Nina NO. 1 UCONN 86 in the Puerto Rico Classic 
State 94-70 on Monday night Davis scored 15 of her 19 LSU 40 Mississippi State (11-1) 

North Carolina guard points in the second half, Niya HARTFORD, Conn. — Mo- controlled most of the game 
Marcus Paige played only 17 Johnson had 15 assists and riah Jefferson led UConn with and had a 65-54 lead going 

minutes, jamming his right Baylor got a big lift from its 17 points and the top-ranked into the fourth quarter. 
ankle in the first half. reserves. Huskies, playing without two- 

Beatrice ra time national player of the year NO. 9 OHIO ST. 93 

NO. 10 PROVIDENCE 90 6-foot-4 freshman reserve, had Breanna Stewart, routed LSU VIRGINIA 73 
UMASS 66 14 points and 17 rebounds 86-40 on Monday ni COLUMBUS. Ohio — 

AMHERST, Mass. — Ben for the Bears (13-0). Johnson, Morgan Tuck and Katie Lou Ama Alien scored 24 
Bentil scored a career-high the national leader in assists Samuelson each scored 14 pan Mitcholl 
32 points and pulled down 12 per game (10.5), also had six points and Gabby Williams points Bd Kaicey In State. 
rebounds to lead Providence. points and seven rebounds. chipped in 13 to help UConn to ed 9 

Kris Dunn returned to the its 46th straight win. > Buckeyes ( ) Scored 
Friars (12-1) after missing the NO. 25 MISSOURI 82 the first nine points of the 
previous two games with a TEXAS ST. 56 NO. 3 NOTRE DAME 91 game and never trailed. 
stomach virus. The preseason COLUMBIA, Mo. — Sophie SAINT JOSEPH'S 55 
All-America had 14 points and 
11 assists in 24 minutes. 

NO. 19 WEST VIRGINIA 84 
EASTE 55-48 entering the fourth 

quarter, limited Texas Sate to 
eight points over the final 10 

PHILADELPHIA — Lindsay 
Allen had 16 points, nine as- 
sists and seven rebounds to 
lead Notre Dame. 

Marina Mabrey scored 18 
points while Kathryn Westbeld 
added 16 for the Irish (10-1). 

NO. 22 ARIZONA ST. 68 
NO. 10 FLORIDA ST. 56 
TEMPE, Ariz. — Arnecia 

Hawkins hit all seven of her 
shots, including three 3-point- 
ers, for a career-high 23 points 
for Arizona State. 

COLLEGE BASKETBALL GLANCE 
Monday's scores Penn 78, 50 

Stony Brook 71, LIU Brooklyn 54 
Syracuse 85, Jacksonville 49 
UConn 86, LSU 40 

TOURNAMENT 
Gator Holiday Classic Championship 
Florida 79, NC State 72 

i E. Kentucky 88, St. Francis (Pa) 82 
Tulane Classic Championship 

Tana 28, Sap L004 53 

UNC-Greensboro 55, Cleveland St 51 

Stephen F Austin at Arizona St, 2 pm 
UC Santa Barbara vs. lona at South Point 
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Tennessee Bad: o nora 8.6 
FA ot The Palace of 

Auburn 
Th an tp 
Yeas 5 rane ley #4 X Ons 8. 

6% 
pr ot Oran 7 oA fom 

+ Cabot at 1 Onc 7m 

v St. 10pm 
N. lowa at Hawai, 1230 am 

Las 

SOUTHWEST 
UALR at Texas ASM, noon 

SOUTH 
W. Caroling at Charleston Southern. 11 am 
SV Teh guasng 4 60 
Buckned af Morgan St, 11 am 
Odahoma St. at UCF, noon 
Winthrop at Coll. of Charleston, 1 pm 
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The top 25 teams in The Associated Press 
college basketball poll, with first-place votes n 
parentheses, records #vough Dec 20. total ports 
based on 25 pots for a first-place vote Tvough 
one pont for a 250-place vote and previous 

Record Ps Pry 
1 Michigan St (64) 120 1683 N 
2 Kansas (1) $1 15% 2 
3 Oxiahoma 1495 3 
4 Maryland 101 1428 6 

5 Vigna 91 1350 8 
6 Xavier no 1287 10 
7. North Carolina 92 1215 n 

8 Arizona 1-1 1086 13 
9 Butler 1 wr 17 
10. Providence 111 om " 
11. lowa St 81 907 H) 

12. Kentucky 92 856 4 
13 Miami 91 851 15 
14 Purdue "1 L<d] 9 
15. Duke 92 809 7 
16. Loutsville 1 a) 652 19 
17 Vilanowa 82 649 1? 
18.5M0 0 oa nu 
19. West Virginia [3] an 2 
20. George Washington 10-1 » 2 
21. Texas AGM 2 wu 
22 Cincinnati 10-2 nn 22 
23. Baylor 2 "0 "* 
24 Uh 92 07 - 

25 South Caroline 100 a - 

The top 25 teams in the USA Today women's 
college basketball pol, with first-place votes n pe: 

records tough Dec. 14, points based 
on 25 points for a first-place vole through one 
point for a 25-place vote and previous 

Cot 9 
1 UConn (32) 80 800 1 
2 South Carolina «0 7% 2 
3. Notre Dame 1 72% 3 
4. Baylor 00 4 4 
5. Maryland 100 67% LH] 
6. Texas 80 6 1] 
7 Oregon State 70 600 14 
8. Kentucky 0 560 8 
9. Mississipp State 71 am 10 
10. Florida State 72 as 9 
11. Duke 82 456 n 
12. Ohio State 63 “oa 17 
13 Northwestern «0 an “" 
14. Staniord 82 J 7? 
15. DePaul Lo TI BL 
16. Tennessee 72 WW 8 
17. Oxdshoma 91 mn iL] 
16. Texas ARM 3 EL * 
19. South Florida 62 2 2 
20 Calornia 12 168 2 

21. Miami 100 1% 2 
22 Michigan State 12 01 2A 
23. Arizona State 63 ® Fol 
24 lows 82 »n 1" 

25. Seton Hal” 91 0 - 
Others receiving votes: Princeton 51, UCLA 

50, Missouri 28, Georgia 27. St John's 21, Florida 

20, Oregon 14, Symocuse 13, Niet, Sie 
Washington 
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By Kristie Rieken 
Associated Press 

HOUSTON — James 
Harden scored 36 points 
and the Houston Rockets 
squandered a double-digit 
lead in the fourth quarter 
before coming back for a 
102-95 win over the Char- 

| lotte Hornets on Monday 
night. 
The game was tied 

before Harden drove into 
the lane and was fouled as 
he made a layup. He hit the 
free throws to put Hous- 
ton up 94-91 with 31.6 
seconds left. 
Cody Zeller attempted a 

dunk contested by Ter- 
rence Jones and it bounced 
off the rim and back to 

| the Rockets a few seconds 
after that. The Hornets 
fouled Patrick Beverley 
and he made two free 

| throws to extend the lead 
t0 96-91. 
Jeremy Lin made two 

free throws after that but 
missed a pair after Bev- 
erley made one for the 
Rockets. 
Harden made 16 of 19 

free throws and secured 
Houston's third straight 
win by making two with 
13.9 seconds remaining 
Kemba Walker led the 

| Hornets with 14 points. 
A 3-pointer by Beverley 

extended Houston's lead to 
79-66 with about 9 minutes 
left before Charlotte scored 
the next 13 points to tie it 
up about 9 minutes later 

| Frank Kaminsky got things 
going in that span with a 
three-point play and Lin 
and Spencer Hawes both 
made 3-pointers to power 
the run. 
The Rockets got back 

on track after that with a 
3-pointer by Harden for 

their first points in almost 3 
minutes and a two-handed 
dunk by Jones came next 
to put them up 84-79 
The Rockets were cling- 

ing to a one-point lead 
with about 3 1/2 minutes 
left when Harden juked 
Lin, causing him to topple 
to the ground before step- 
ping back to make a jump 
shot to make it 86-83 
Marvin Williams made 

a 3-pointer before Dwight 
Howard fouled out when 
he tried to stop Lin under 
the basket. Lin made one 
of the free throws to give 
Charlotte an 89-88 lead 
with less than 2 minutes 
left 
The Rockets led by one 

at halftime and opened 
the second half with eight 
straight points to make it 
53-44. 
Howard received three 

fouls in less than 90 sec- 
onds soon after that and 
went to the bench with 
four fouls with about 7 1/2 
minutes left in the quarter 
Two of the fouls were on 
loose balls and one was an 
offensive foul. 
The Hornets got within 

four later in the third on a 
3-pointer by Kaminsky, but 
Nicolas Batum and coach 
Steve Clifford got techni- 
cal fouls within seconds 
of each other for arguing 
calls. That helped the 
Rockets score the last five 
points of the period and 
take a 69-60 lead into the 
fourth quarter 

Jones capped that 
spurt when he grabbed a 
rebound and took it to the 
other end for a layup just 
before the buzzer 
The Rockets led 45-44 

at halftime after a layup by 
Harden with seconds left in 
the second quarter. 

NBAROUNDUP 
FROM WIRE REPORTS 

NETS 105 
BULLS 102 

CHICAGO — Brook 
Lopez had 21 points and 12 
rebounds, Thaddeus Young 
added 16 points and 13 
boards, and the Brooklyn Nets 
stopped a five-game losing 
streak with a 105-102 victory 

| over the Chicago Bulls on 
Monday night. 

Chicago center Joakim 
Noah sprained his left shoulder 
late in the third quarter, forcing 
him from the game. 
Jimmy Butler scored 24 

points in the Bulls’ third straight 
| loss. Pau Gasol added 20 
| points and nine rebounds. 

Butler said before the game 
that he didn’t regret his critical 
comments of first-year coach 
Fred Hoiberg two days earlier 
following a loss in New York. 
He was 11 for 20 from the field 
in this one. 

WIZARDS 113 
KINGS 99 

WASHINGTON — John 
Wall had a career-high 19 
assists and also scored 12 
points, leading Washington to 

Marcin Gortat had 27 points 
and 16 rebounds for the 
Wizards, and Garrett Temple 
added a career-high 23 points 

Wall was just 4-for-15 shoot- 

Atlantic Division 
WW L Pat GB 

Toronto 17 2 8 - 

Boston 15 13 58 1% 
New ork a 
Philadelphia ome wn 

L Pet G8 
Mam 0 08 — 
Marta 2 MW - 
Ortando 2 Mm 1 

Washeger ne" 
Contra 
Lee 

— Nom " 3 

to help Boston snap a three- 
game losing streak 

Minnesota coach Sam 
Mitchell said before the game 
that the 39-year-old Garnett 
would rest because it was 
the second of back-to-backs 
after the Timberwolves beat 
Brooklyn. The crowd loudly 
chanted “We want KG” close 
to a dozen times 

Garnett signed a two-year 
deal with Minnesota over the 
summer, but this could have 
been his last game in Boston 
Andrew Wiggins led the 

Timberwolves with 26 points 
Karl-Anthony Towns had 25 
points and 16 rebounds. 

MAGIC 107 
KNICKS 99 

NEW YORK — Nikola 
Vucevic tied his season high 
with 26 points and grabbed 
nine rebounds, powering 
Orlando to the road win 
Vucevic had a pair of 

baskets and Evan Fournier 
added a 3-pointer and another 
basket in an 11-2 spurt after 
the Knicks had cut it to 93-92 
with 3:25 left. Victor Oladipo 
finished that decisive run with 
a breakaway dunk that made it 
104-94 with 1:07 to go. 
Tobias Harris scored 20 

points and Fournier had 16 
for the Magic, who rebounded 
from Sunday's loss to Atlanta 
to win for the fourth time in five 
games 

Lance Thomas was 9 for 

9 and tied his career with 24 

points for the Knicks, who had 
won four in a row. 

HAWKS 106 

Ld
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What are you doing 
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DOING THE MOST GOOD" 

Ee a 
Sr fer 

CERE CEE. fe 
bs [EE fm 

vend oves vac [3 [3 [3 [3] 
jn] [nls] 

ors ww [4 [+] [4]16 
05 wn 

BE News Ho 

616] [16] [Fam Feud] 

Ee RT TY ll 
[40[74]23]42 [51 |S WF The Muppet... |W A Muppet Chris... [YF 3 The Mu 

[40] Jos 
Ra si 

[32 [35 [4831 30} tall Bow ed 
sma ROSS Coc 1] RO Tabor 5 Vi 
[FAMILY [5316334 [42]33 63 
FNC [45]48]53]23]55]0 On the facord | 
F000 [o4 [70127] 68 [54 [Chopped 

cord 

Chopped (N 

Basketbal 

pion [7s 20 Coe 
ix] [69 [eon ¥ Pacific Rim _| 

La, 

S71 ark Indian lines ahd the Ringe Rh of he Cop cre Cxpanse li p 

ee eels 

i er RE 
alow a rs 

SE . Nn 

al Tat Your [Met 
st 

Mavericks at TEE 

ii 6 35 The Sona Clause 3: The Escape Clouse | 

a 
cH] Ch ARS i: Tel: nib Dafthass or 
[¥ Royal Christmas (14, Dra) Lacey Chabert. | 

A young boy forms 2 spec 
a Ysera a pedal | Met Yor 

Lome Improvenicnt 

Outdoor Kitchens, BBQs 
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Get Your Grill On! 
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info@midlandneedtoread.org 

432-682-9693 
1709 W. Wall St 

Midland, Texas 79701 

432-687-1355 

YOU CAN HELP! 

Your donation is tax 

deductible. 

PO Box 10228 
Midland, TX 79702 
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Mm IDLAND 

Older Adults & 

Baby Boomers 

Volunteer here 

to meet 

your needs 

Call Today 

432-689-6693 
Senlorlinkmidland.org 
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FOR CHILDREN 

CASA OF WEST TEXAS 

1611 W Texas Ave. 

Midland, TX 79701 

(432) 683-1114 

Empowering Lives 

432.695.9901 

FIFA ethics court bans Blatter, Platini for 8 years 
By Graham Dunbar 

Associated Press 

ZURICH — Banished 
from soccer's ruling body 
for eight years for unethi- 
cal conduct, Sepp Blatter 
won't give up the presi- 
dency of his beloved FIFA 
without a fight. 

“I will fight. I will fight 
until the end,” Blatter 
said Monday at a news 
conference that started 90 
minutes after he and for- 
mer protege Michel Platini 
were each banned by 
FIFA’s ethics committee. 

It was a stunning re- 
moval of world soccer's 
most powerful leaders over 
a $2 million payment by 
FIFA to Platini, the presi- 
dent of European soccer’s 
ruling body UEFA. The 
payment is also the subject 
of a criminal investigation 
in Switzerland 
“I'm sad. It can’t go on 

this way. It’s not possible,” 
said the 79-year-old Blat- 
ter, who has spent more 
than half his life working 
for soccer's SCatidg): hi 
governing body. “After 40 
years, it can’t happen tis this 
way. I'm hgting to 

the proceedings as a “true 
mockery.” 
Their offences were 

judged to be conflict of 
interest and disloyalty to 
FIFA. They avoided life 
bans because corruption 
was not proven. 

Platini’s lawyer, Thibaud 
d’Ales, told The Associ- 
ated Press it came as no 
surprise that the corruption 
charge had been dropped. 
“They used it with the 

sole purpose of dirtying 
Michel Platini, although 
they knew from the start it 
was an untenable argu- 
ment,” D’ Ales said. 

Guilty verdicts were 
expected. So were the 
subsequent denials of 
wrongdoing and promises 
of urgent appeals to FIFA 
and the Court of Arbitra- 
tion for Sport. 

Blatter’s defiant display 

Nobel organization and the 
United Nations were also 
referenced in a spirited 
52-minute performance as 
he held court with more 
than 100 journalists. 

His last words were “I'll 
be back, thank you.” 

Blatter’s trademark 
fighting talk was delivered 
while still sporting a strip 
of surgical tape on his right 
cheek after a minor medical 
procedure five days earlier. 

Blatter made it clear he 
regretted his current posi- 
tion but declared he was 4 
nocent of any WIvRBia 

Platini was also ee 
sive of the ethics commis- 
sion’s work. 
He said its proceedings, 

which included a hearing 
earlier this month that he 
did not attend, had been 
“orchestrated... by govern- 
ing bodies that I know 
well” to tarnish him. 
oe convinced that 

the Dec. 
that this decision is just a 
pathetic maneuver to hide 
a true will of me out 

right to clear his name. 
Platini took $2 million 

of FIFA money in 2011 - a, 
payment approved by Blat- 
ter as uncontracted salary 
for work as a presidential 
adviser from 1999-2002. 

In Monday's verdict, 
Blatter was fined 50,000 
Swiss francs ($50,250) and 

Platini 80,000 Swiss francs 
($80,400). 

“Neither in his writ- 
ten statement nor in his 
personal hearing was Mr. 
Blatter able to demonstrate 
another legal basis for this 
payment,” the judges said. 
“By failing to place FIFA’s 
interests first and abstain 

from doing anything which 
could be contrary to FIFA's 
interests, Mr. Blatter 
violated his fiduciary duty 
to FIFA. 
“His (Blatter’s) assertion 

of an oral agreement was 
determined as not convinc- 
ing and was rejected by the 
chamber.” 

There is one letter that, when added to all of the 
_ five-letter words below, can be used to form new 
LEVEL gjx-letter words. Find the letter that works for 

all four words, add it to each word, and then 
rearrange each set of letters to form a new word. 
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Clemson’s Swinney wins AP coach 
of year after a perfect season 

By Ralph D. Russo received five votes. Oklahoma's Swinney is the first Clemson coach 
Associated Press Bob Stoops received three votes and to win the award, which was first 

Nowe Daite's Brian. Kefl and Flori- hated out in 1998, and the first 
’ . : da’s wain each one. coach since Jim Grobe from 

Slemseers Dubs Swituicy 1s The “I am very honored to receive Wake Forest in 2006. Last year's 
of the Salles the the AP National Coach of the Year winner was TCU'’s Gary Patterson. 

coach year after leading award,” Swinney said in a statement Behind Swinney, the Tigers (13-0) gers 
Tigers to an unbeaten regular season; the ‘AP on Monday. “Football isa won the Atlantic Coast Confer- 
and the longest run as the No. | team great am sport and any individual ence and enter the College Football 
in the country in school history. is a result of having a great Playoff as the top seed. will 

Swinney received 35 of 60 votes group of players and staff. | am face fourth-seeded Oklahoma in the 
from the AP Top 25 media panel. blessed to have student-athletes and Orange Bowl semifinal on Dec. 31 
lowa’s Kirk Ferentz was second with coaches that believe in what we do. for a spot in the national champion- 
10. Michigan State's Mark Dantonio This award is a reflection of their ship game. Clemson's last and only 
and Houston's Tom Herman each hard work and commitment.” national title was 1981. 

Doughty wins finale, WKU tops USF in Miami 
By Tim Reynolds 

Associated Press 

MIAMI — Brandon 
Doughty's final game at 
Western Kentucky perfect- 
ly epitomized his career 
with the Hilltoppers, with 
a slow start followed by a 
record-setting finish. 
Doughty threw for 461 

yards and three touch- 
downs, and No. 25 Western 
Kentucky overcame an 
early 14-point deficit to 
beat South Florida 45-35 in 
the Miami Beach Bowl on 
Monday. 
Doughty finished the 

(Subject to Change) 

Celebration Bow! 
Atlanta 

NC AST 41, Alcon State 34 
New Mexico Bow! 

Albuquerque 
Arizona 45, New Mexico 37 

Las Bow! 
Utah 35, BYU 28 

Camellia Bow! 
Montgomery, Ala. 

Appalachian State 31, Ohio 20 
Cure Bow 
Orlando, Fla. 

San Jose State 27, Georgia State 16 
New Orleans Bow! 

Lousiana Tech 47, Arkansas State 28 

Monday, Dec. 21 
Miami Beach Bow! i 

Western Kentucky 45, South Florida 35 

Tuesday, Dec. 22 
Famous idaho Potato Bow! 

Boise 
Akron (7-5) vs. Utah State (6-6), 3:30 pm 

(ESPN) 
Boca Raton (Fla) Bow! 

Temple (10-3) vs. Toledo (9-2), 6 pm. (ESPN) 
Wednesday, Dec. 23 

Gus 

season with 5,055 yards 
for the Hilltoppers (12-2), 
the 14th time in FBS his- 
tory that a quarterback has 
reached the 5,000 mark. 
His six-year career at the 
school — it took him three 
to become the starter — 
ended with these numbers: 
1,026 completions, 12,855 
yards and 111 touchdowns. 

“It’s been a heck of a 
run,” Doughty said just 
before hoisting the bowl 
trophy. “That’s why you 
love this game.” 
He was probably even 

better than Willie Taggart 
thought he would be when 

he signed him in 2010. 
Taggart was Doughty's 
coach for his first game 
and the opposing coach for 
his last, and his Bulls (8-5) 
nearly stole the show from 
Doughty with a pair of 
fourth-quarter touchdowns 
that got them to 38-35. 

But Anthony Wales’ sec- 
ond touchdown of the day, 
a 42-yard scamper with 
5:05 left, helped seal it for 
the Hilltoppers. Nicholas 
Norris hauled in touch- 
down passes of 69 and 55 
yards in the third quarter 
for Western Kentucky, and 
Jared Dangerfield made 

a highlight-caliber 26- 
yard TD catch over three 
defenders to cap a 28-point 
third quarter for the Hill- 
toppers. 
Quinton Flowers rushed 

for two touchdowns and 
threw for another for USF 
(8-5). The Bulls were in a 
bowl for the first time since 
2010 and rewarded Taggart 
with a three-year extension 
through 2020 earlier in the 
day. 

“I believe in Coach T,” 
Flowers said. “He believes 
in me and he believes in 
this team.” 
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son openers in his career. He's 
Utah State's all-time leader in 
touchdown passes 

Boca Raton Bowl 
No. 24 Temple (10-3, 7-1 Al- 

a tie for the Mid- 
West 

Division title and the Northern 
inois advanced to the confer 
ence game as a 
result of the tiebreaker 
KEY : Temple's 

front seven vs. Toledo's 
four: n attack 

yards per game. Watch for 

Matakevich, whose 481 career 
tackles are the most of any 
current NCAA player 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: 
Temple: QB P.J. Walker is 

a dual threat in the backfield 
and can carve up defenses 
with his arm and his legs. He 
gained 325 rushing yards 
on 71 attempts, including 
scrambles caused by opposing 
pass rushers, and completed 
222-01-390 passes for 2.736 
yards, 19 yards and seven 
interceptions. 

Toledo: WR Alonzo Russell 
is a four-time All-MAC selec- 
tion and became only the third 
receiver in school history to 
surpass 3,000 receiving yards 
(3,044). He and sophomore 
Cody Thompson are among 
senior QB Phillip Ely’s favorite 
targets and will test the Owls 
secondary, especially if 

ich and the defensive 
line key on the running game 

Poinsettie Bow! 
San Diego 

Northern llinois (8-5) vs. Boise State (8-4) 
3:30 pm (ESPN) 

GoDaddy Bow! 
Mobile, Ala. 

Bowling Green (10-3) vs. Georgia Southern 
(8-3). 8 pm. (ESPN) 

Thursday, Dec. 24 
Bahamas Bow! 

Nassau 
Middle Tennessee (7-5) vs. Western Michigan 

75), 10 am. (ESPN) 
Hawsii Bowl 
Honolulu 

Cincinnati (7-5) vs. San Diego State (10-3) 
7 pm (ESPN) 

Dec. 26 
St Petersburg (Fla.) Bow! 

Marshall (9-3) vs. UConn (6-6). 10am 
(ESPN) 

Sun Bowl 
El Paso 

Mian (8-4) vs. Washington State (8-4), 1 
pm. (CBS) 

Heart of Dallas Bowl 
(6-6) vs. Southern Mississippi 

(9-4). 220 pm (ESPN) 
Pinstripe Bow! 

BOWL GLANCE 
Bronx, N.Y. 

Duke (7-5) vs. indiana (6-6), 2:30 p.m (ABC) 
Independence Bowl 
Shreveport, La. 

Virginia Tech (6-6) vs. Tulsa (6-6). 4 45pm 
(ESPN) 

Foster Farms Bowl 
Senta Clara, Calif. 

Nebraska (5-7) vs. UCLA (8-4). 8:15pm 
(ESPN) 

Monday, Dec. 28 
Military Bowl 
Annapolis, Md. 

Navy (9-2) vs. Pittsburgh (8-4). 1 0pm 
(ESPN) 

Quick Lane Bow! 
Detroit 

Central Michigan (7-5) vs. Minnesota (5-7). 4 
pm. (ESPN2) 

Tuesday, Dec. 29 
Armed Forces Bow! 

Fort Worth 
Aur Force (8-5) vs. California (7-5). 1 pm 
SPN 

Russell Athletic Bow! 
Orlando, Fla 

North Carolina (11-2) vs Baylor (9-3). 4 30 
pm. (ESPN) 

Arizona Bow! 
Tucson 

Nevada (6-6) vs. Colorado State (7-5). 530 
pm. (ASN) 

Houston 
Texas Tech (7-5) vs. LSU (8-3). 8 pm (ESPN) 

‘Wednesday, Dec. 30 
Birmingham (Als.) Bow! 

Autum (6-6) vs. Memphis (9-3), Noon (ESPN) 
Belk Bowl 

Charlotte, N.C. 
NC State (7-5) vs. Mississippi St (8-4). 230 

pm (ESPN) 

Music City Bow! 
Nashville, Tenn. 

Loussvile (7-5) vs Texas ASM (84) 6pm 
(ESPN) 

Holiday Bow! 

San Diego 
Wisconsin (9-3) vs. Southern Cal (8-5), 9.30 

pm. (ESPN) 

Thursday, Dec. 31 
Peach Bow! 

Atlanta 
Houston (12-1) vs. Florida State (10-2). 11 

am (ESPN) 
Orange Bowl (Playoft Semifinal) 

Miami Gardens, Fla. 
Clemson (13-0) vs. Okdahoma (11-1). 3pm 

ESPN) 

LX 

\ " 

Cotton Bow! Classic (Playof! Semifinal) 

Alabama (12-1) vs. Michigan State (12-1). 7 
p.m (ESPN) 

Friday, Jan. 1 
Outback Bow! 
Tampa, Fla. 

Northwestern (10-2) vs. Tennessee (8-4) 11 
am (ESPN2) 

Citrus Bowl 
Orlando, Fla. 

Michigan (9-3) vs. Flonda (10-3) noon (ABC 
Fiesta Bowl 

Glendale, Artz. 
Notre Dame (10-2) vs Otwo State (11-1 

noon (ESPN 
Rose Bowl 

Pasadena, Call 
lows (12-1) vs Stantord (11-2). 4pm (ESPN 

Sugar Bow! 
New Orleans 

Oxdahoma State (10-2) vs Mississippr (9-3 
730 pm (ESPN 

Saturday, Jen. 2 
TaxSiayer Bow! 
Jacksonville, Fla. 

Penn St (7-5) vs. Georgia (9-3). Noon (ESPN. 
Liberty Bowl 

Memphis, Tenn. 

West Vigna (7-5, vs Arzona State (6-6 
915pm (ESPN 

Monday, Jan. 11 
College Football Championship Game 

Glendale Ariz 

Orange Bow! winner vs. Coton Bow! winner 

70pm (ESPN 

Saturday, Jan. 23 

East-West Shrine Classic 
Al St. Petersburg, Fla 

East vs West 3pm (NFLN 

NFLPA Collegiate Bow! 
At Carson, Caiit 

National vs. Amencan 5pm (ESPN2 

Saturday, Jan. 30 
Senior Bow! 
Al Mobile, Ala. 

North vs. South. 1 30 pm (NFLN 
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Staples says FTC rejected 
updated offer of Office Depot 

Houston Chronicle 

NEW YORK — Federal regulators 
rejected an offer from Staples to sell $1.25 
billion in contracts, an attempt on the part 
of the office supply retailer to ease monop- 
oly fears as it tries to acquire rival Office 
Depot. 
The Federal Trade Commission sought to 

block the deal earlier this month believing 
that a tie up between the last of the major 
retailers in the sector would throttle compe- 
tition. Regulators said that competition 
between the two was crucial to keep prices 
fair for those industries that must acquire 
pens, paper and other supplies. 
The office supply sector has been upend- 

ed by technological changes in the work 

place, as well as a slow economic recovery. 
The industry had already undergone a 
notable consolidation with the merger two 
years ago of Office Depot and OfficeMax. 

Office Depot and Staples argue that com- 
petition has become even tougher since 
then, and that the FTC is contradicting 
itself because it said the office supply mar- 
ket was highly competitive two years 
ago. 

Staples, based in Framingham, Massa- 
chusetts, said it is still willing to negotiate 
with the FTC and that it may pursue legal 
action to close the deal. 

Shares of Staples Inc. slipped 4 cents to 
$9.38 in moming trading Monday. Shares 
of Office Depot Inc., based in Boca Raton, 
Florida, slipped 2 cents to $5.39. 

US regulators slap BMW with 
$40M fine for safety violations 

Associated Press in October 2014, and BMW responded by 
saying that the car was listed with an incor- 

Stocks slide 

Stocks posted moderate gains in 
a quiet trading day Monday, recover- 
ing part of their losses sustained 
late last week. Energy stocks contin- 
ued to be a drag on the market, as 
the price of oil fell once again. 
The Dow Jones industrial average 

added 123.07 points, or 0.7 percent, 
to 17,251.62. The Standard & Poor's 
500 index rose 15.60 points, or 0.8 
percent, to 2,021.15 and the Nas- 

daq composite rose 45.84 points, or 
0.9 percent, to 4,968.92. 

Investors are still working through 
the market impact of the Federal 
Reserve's decision last week to 
raise interest rates for the first time 
in nearly a decade. Markets rose in 
response to the Fed finally ending 
the uncertainty around its decision 
last Wednesday, but then fell sharply 
later in the week when traders sold 
shares to book profits. The Dow 
dropped 2.1 percent Friday. 
Monday's buying was partly a 

recovery from last week's drop, a 
common response to a sharp sell- 
off. 
Crude oil continued to decline, 

however, nearing levels not seen 
since the financial crisis. Crude oil 
fell 25 cents, or 0.7 percent, to 

$35.81 a barrel. 

Gold up more than $15 

ASSES (42 on dn) on Duan _ DETROIT — U.S. safety regulators have rect weight rating and would pass at the Gold rose $15.60 to $1,080.60 a 
re Rr 2%s| slapped German automaker BMW AG with proper weight. Lighter cars face less-strin- | troy ounce, silver rose 22 cents to 
| LghtinBox 315 100 -241 101| a $40 million penalty for moving too slow- gent crash tests. $14.31 a troy ounce and copper 

| CSVIWNG 2266-552 -196 Total issues 3204 | ly to fix Mini brand cars that failed federal BMW agreed to a recall to fix the weight | rose three cents to $2.14 a pound. 
Pe Sg io om Now ups 2 crash tests. rating label on the cars and to do a service 

| Yolme 38V1.583278 The National Highway Traffic Safety campaign, which is short of a recall, to add 
Administration also said Monday BMW 
failed to send the agency accurate recall 
information. 

side-impact protection. 
But in July of this year, NHTSA did a 

second crash test at the corrected weight 
MIDLAND STOCKS 

Mose Ave tinue GAMERS (fois) According to a consent order signed by rating, and the Mini failed again. Then the Miciang:Hoadeuantarod Bubiicly 
ico: ALAC. 3 T# 00 NowBays 35 of 4os| (he company, BMW must pay $10 million agency found out that BMW never did the Traded Compan 
Bogodg 36707 111 -02 SyPahCm 2041 +33 +199 | in cash and spend $10 million on steps to service campaign to bolster side-impact Clayton Williams Energy (CWEI) 
iShindia bt 33978 2733 +10 GasNatual 747 

| TherapMD 32382 9.75 +57 ActnumP 260 
+97 +149 
+33 +145 

get into compliance. Another $20 million 
in fines must be paid if BMW doesn’t com- 

protection. 
In the consent order with the agency, 

Closing Price $29.75 Down 1.47 

Whe 2045 831 50 BoTme 415 +3 104) oly or commits other safety violations. BMW acknowledged that it didn’t do the Concho Resources (CXO) 
| LOSERS (32 on more) DiARY BMW agreed to take steps to make sure recall quickly enough, according to NHT- Closing Price $86.67 Down 5.30 

[Name Last Chg %Chg Advanced 188 | that the violations don’t happen again, the SA. The company also acknowledged mov- 
SnchzPP rs 1058 194 -155 Declined 8 | agency said in a statement. The company ing too slowly to notify owners and dealers Dawson Geophysical (DWSN) 

| Merits 32 2 1 Wigs «| said the consent order is for two years, with of other recalls since it was fined in 2012, | Closing Price $3.27 Down 0.05 
| Ampiphi's 426-35 76 New Highs 2 | NHTSA having the right to extend it for a NHTSA said. 
|GSESy 219-18 -76 NewLows third. The BMW penalty caps the first year in Diamondback Energy (FANG) 

It’s the second fine against BMW in office for Rosekind, who has made the Closing Price $62.20 Down 3.96 
three years for similar problems. The agency more aggressive in enforcing auto 
agency fined BMW $3 million in 2012. safety laws since taking over last December | Legacy Reserves (LGCY) 
“The requirement to launch recalls and in the midst of the General Motors ignition | Closing Price $1.11 Down 0.12 MOST ACTIVE (81 on wone) GANERS (32 on some . 

Name Vol (00) Last Chg Name Last Chg %Chg inform consumers in a timely fashion when switch scandal. Me: MXC 
Apple inc 42725110733 +130 msCprs 364 +98 +368 | a safety defect or noncompliance is discov- Earlier in the year, the agency fined Fiat pa x60 Pri 2) 
[Moron Suen us + AED 5x ois pio ered is fundamental to our system for pro- Chrysler twice for failing to report safety losing i mchanged 
ov 72 sd Seda ; tecting the traveling public. This is a must- violations and for failing to tell the agency PwShs QOQ246420111.05 +122 Cerecorn 395 + ! Natural Services Group (NGS 
at rs0m 1470 vas maou 871 +301 11 | do,” NHTSA Administrator Mark Rosekind about deaths and injuries involving its vehi- oan Bron ) 

said in the statement. cles. The total penalty against the company ’ ’ 
LOSERS ($2 on wore) Diary The order resolves an investigation that is $175 million, although Fiat Chrysler can | RgP Permian (RSPP) 

Name Last Chg %Chg Advanced 1743 | began in September into whether BMW avoid much of it by complying with the Closing Price $22.33 Down 1.02 
Suen id > 19) Dect 1% notified NHTSA within the legally required agency's demands. 
oy a) ues soe | five days of finding out that 2014 and 2015 NHTSA also fined air bag maker Takata | Ring Energy (REI) 
CountPrs 228 42 -156 New Highs 4 Mini Cooper models failed to meet side- Corp. $70 million, with the potential to grow | Closing Price $6.76 Down 0.25 
JetPay 263-37 122 New Lows 12 | impact crash standards. to $200 million, for concealing evidence that 

Volume 1,613.176.680 According to NHTSA, a Mini two-door air bag inflators can explode with too much | Viper Energy Partners (VNOM) 
=: Hardtop Cooper failed an agency crash test force and hit people with shrapnel. Closing Price $14.20 Down 0.33 
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All Types of Roof and Roof repair ® Free Estimates Mention this ad, and receive $300.00 
Commercial ® Residential off a full roofing job or $50.00 off any 
www.HartmanRoofing.com repair of $200,00 or more 
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“I CAME OVER TO HELP YOU FIND YOUR MARBLES. 
DAD SAYS YOU DONT HAVE 'EM ALL.” 

FAMILY CIRCUS 
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FIND SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE 4 

Over 100 Merchants Under One Roof 

EXTENDED MALL HOURS 
TUESDAY DEC 22 | 9AM-10PM 
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Night time associate - MUST BE DEPENDABLE 

$10.00 per hour 

require some physical lifiting of 5-15 Ibs. Must be able to bend and stand for at least a 6 hr. shift. No experience 
train you. Work performed in this department includes processing and handling of newspaper bundles. Appfi- 

cants must be dependable, be over 18, and have a valid ID card and social security card with dependable transportation. 

Part Time Day Associate - MUST BE DEPENDABLE 

These positions require some physical lifiting of 5-15 Ibs. Must be able to bend and stand for at least a 6 hr. shift. No experience 
required we will train you. Work performed in this department includes processing and handling of newspaper bundles. Appli- 
cants must be dependable, be over 18, and have a valid ID card and social security card with dependable transportation. 

Five Guys Burgers & Fries - All Crew Members 
Apply for the opportunity to work for the Best Burgers and Fries Restaurant in 

accepting applications (and in- Midland. Five Guys Burgers and Fries is now 
terviewing) for all crew postions. Starting pay $10.00 per hour. Potential for 

BUSH ONSanS KIeSUut is Mier: Tous 1s WAY Shutting 
staff to fill the following Position: 3 , 

© Dishwasher fast. Flexible hours - 11:00am - 10:00pm. Please stop by to pick up an apph- 
cation at New Location: The Commons North Park (East of Chipolte, in front 
of Skechers) 2816 W Loop 250 N., Unit 300 OR Send your resumes to 
fiveguysmidiand @ gmail.com. Be sure to include your telephone number! 

display merchandise at two locations. One person will handle both stores 
Please call 432-682-2514 with personal information and to schedule an 

Apply 
Or apply in-person at 619 N. Grant Avenue, 

Sue 110, Odessa, Texas 79781 EQE/MFD.V. 

CAR 

Qualified candidates must be a self-starter and possess excellent communica- 
tion and organizational skills, be detail oriented and assertive, excel in 

fpunctuation, excel in time management, and possess a pos- 

itive attitude 

We are willing to train and offer a competitive compensation and benefits 

package, guaranteed commission for three months, a cell phone allowance 

and the opportunity to advance 
novative organization in one of the fastest markets in Texas 

If you want 10 join a GREAT TEAM and are ready to SUCCEED, please send 
a resume fo: 

Jeri Houston, Director of Advertising, 201 E. Ilinois, Midland, TX 
79701 or jhouston@met.com. No phone calls please 

tion and organizational skills, be detail oriented and assertive, excel in 
excel in time management, and pOSSess a POs- 

Now hiring Class A COL Drivers, clean driving record is required 
Must pass a criminal check and DOT fost. 
Apply in person at 3913 FM 715, Midland, Texas 

Layout 8 Display Position 
Thrift seeking desirable; and experienced individual to layout and 

Your career in an exciting, progressive and in- 

growing 

ee ————————————————————————————————————————— 
JW Enterprise is looking for Spoolers with Class A COL with Air 
Brake Endorsement. Great benefits and competitive wages. also 

on the job training available. I's a great place 10 work with a 
family-like atmosphere. Call Javius at 432-664-3408 or the 

office at 432-458-3675 for more information 

Winch Truck Drivers ES —————————————————————————————————————————— 
Phoenix ' ease Services now has openings for Winch truck drivers Must 
have Cic | A COL in good standing. Previous Winch Truck expenence is pre 
ferred. C  npetitive pay and benefits offered Please apply in person at 8310 
W. 1-20 in Midland or call 432-563-9800 
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MIT Class] 

Notice is hereby given that pursuant to the State's Seélf-Storage 

Facility Lien Law, on January 5.2015 at 10:00 AM. CubeSmart 

General Managers, state that the following property is being 

sold to satisfy the landlord's lien and will sell at 

www storagetreasures. . 
3111 Caldera Bivd, Midland, TX 79705 
Whitney Curry, Emest Montoya 

2504 N Loop 250 W, Midland TX. 79707 
Martin Romo, Samantha Harp 

5306 N Grandview Ave, Odessa, TX 79762 
Brittany Hemandez, Damon Bars, Beau Hughes, Tiffany Tiigh- 

man, Holly Vaicik, Ryan Satepauhoodie, Frank Reville, Michelle 

Morgan, Michelle Angel Morgan, Angel Morgan 
3125 Kermit Hwy, Odessa, TX 79764 
Jason Grady, Jesus Mercado, Michael Ming, Kristi Pool - Roe, 

Gina Guzman, Tony Chapa, Tony - Emilio Chapa, Jeney Boone, 
Lachrisha Brown, Gina Gonzales, Lisa Dyer, Diana Gonzales, 
Ryan Lambert, Roger McDonald, Melissa McDonald, Tracy Trout 

SAINT EXPEDITE 
for your 

intercession. 

FOUND. PUPPY. MU- 
SEUM DISTRICT. M 

STREET. CALL TO 
DESCRIBE. 432-684- 
7736 

FOUND SATURDAY NIGHT, 
DECEMBER 19TH, SMALL PARROTT 

WEST GOLF CORSE ROAD. 
CALL TO IDENTIFY 432-550-8738. 

$11,000 

HARLEY XLHS 2008 

garage 
kept, runs great 
$13,500. Will text pic- 
tures. Call 432-804- 
4602 or 432-556-6029 

1029 fumished. Call 432- 

LEXUS 1095 SC400 | 894-8234. 
135k miles, good tires, 
new battery, $2800 
OBO. 238-8480 

TOYOTA 2005 Avalon 
XLS Gray w/ Gray 

leather, 120k miles, 

4x4 Crew Cab 8.1L 

lll Gas. 86K mi. 6° if, off 
road tires. $12,500 

lll 080. 432-413-0004 
FORD, 2008 Ranger, 

53,500 

miles, dark grey, ex- 

cellent condition, bed 
liner & locked cover, 

clean title. Call or text 
Mike 432-664-6924 

TEAK DINING room 

set, table with 6 
chairs, china cabinet 
with siding glass 
doors, and buffet. Ex- 
cellent condition. 
$9,500. Call Chip 432- 

638-8372 

=| DODGE 2007 Carava 

ER TTT 
In Today! 68246099 813-0031 

2008 CHEVY TRAIL 
BLAZER, fully loaded. 

THE SAMURA\ OF PUZZLES By The Mepham Group [3] [4] 

12/22/15 

H, 

Complete the grid so 

each row, column and 

3-by-3 box (in bold 

borders) contains 

every digit, 1 10 8. For 

strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit 
www.sudoku.org.uk 

SOLUTION TO 
MONDAY'S PUZZLE 

© 2015 The Mepham Group. Distributed by 

Tribune Content Agency. All rights reserved. 
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Advertising Deadlines 
Classified Word Ads 
Publishing On: 
Fri. Dec 25th 

Sat., Dec 26th 

Sun., Dec 27th 
Mon., Dec 28th 

Classified Display Ads 

Thurs., Dec 24th 

Fri. Dec 25th 
Sat., Dec 26th 
Sun., Dec 27th 
Mon., Dec 28th 

Deadline is: 
Thurs., Dec 24, 10am 

Thurs., Dec 24, Noon 
Thurs., Dec 24, Noon 

Heated leather seats, 
sun roof, chrome 

wheels, 90,628 miles. 
Asking 11,500 OBO. 
Please call 432413 

fl 
» NEW TODAY! = 

19° TV for $20. 20° 
rims & tires for $500. 
Chandelier $20. Call 

12 92 

Public Sale of Property to satisty landlord's 
lien. Property will be sold to highest bidder 
for cash. Property must be removed immedi- 

ately and space broom swept. Seller re- 
serves the right to reject any bid and with- 
draw property from a sale. 

at Store #0216 at 3233 East Highway 80 
Odessa, Texas 79761 432-337-0271. 

ment shelf, misc items. 

] + Tommy Scott lawn chairs, yard tools, 
suit case misc items. 

mirror, misc tems 
{ + Erryca Shavon Sanders kennel cage, 

[| + Erryca Shavon Sanders appliances, 
furniture, misc tems. 

Quite, pinon, 432-209- 
0416 or 325-762-4262 

= NEW TODAY! = 

WEST TEXAS WOOD 
$80 minimum, spilt, 
stacked and delivered. 

Call Will and make a 
deal. 432-741-2491 

dual- tandem goose- 

sis 

smoking no pets. 
$1,300 monthly. Call 
432-683-2243 

3515 STANOLIND, 
nice 3 BD/2BA, 2car 
garage, credit check 
required, non-smoker. 
$1800 dep, $1800 
rent. 432-631-6914 

FULL AKC ENGLISH 

BULLDOG. 2 females, 
1 male. 5 month shots 
up to date. More info 
432-238-4365. 

LAB PUPPIES AKC & 

2001 W ILLINOIS, 
1600sft 2BD/2BA Re- 

Patio apartment with 
garage. $1,150 month- 
ly. Call 432-631-8100 

or 432-266-1212 

A. 2bed/ibath. $900 
mo, $600 dep. 432- 

432-266-1212 

] i 
I
R
L
 

HH
 

T
H
 

g
 

L] § 2 g AJ 

| i 
Bi

) i is
l 

5 i f 
g
 

=
 i i 

|]
 

i #3
3 

ih
 

53
88

33
8 

H
H
T
 

i3
es
ds
d 

3
g
 



E or lease 
water, elec- 
RV spaces, 

building 
212 ft 

d door 

x10’ 

F
E
T
E
 

For Lease 2817 W. Industrial Ave. 
Office Area includes reception area, 
§ offices, 2 restrooms and break area 

EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 

ALL real estate advertising herein is subject to| 

Sed pay 
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2 miles East of Greenwood on 307 

Crushed Caliche, Base Course, 
Top Soil, Clean Rock 

Residential - 

Commercial Sales 

RUEDAS 432-684-6745 
OR 432-352-7435 

JOJOSBEELAWN@ YAHOO.COM 

WATER TRE NTN N 

Culligan of West Texas 
Residential & Commercial 

FREE WATER ANALYSIS 

563-2690 

Repairs & 
Installations 

License #4933 
Call (432) 561-9525 

NYKO'S TREE WILL TRIM, prune or | 
SERVICE uproot just about any 

Tree trimming & remov- 
al full cleanup, & 

BLUE'S SPRINKLER 

System. Installs and 

repairs. Connect your 

nmigation 10 your water 

well. Lic 8285 432-| 
889-8963, 684-6977 | 

experience 
mmm trendy service 

Trees & lawns. Pro- | MOWING, Tree/Bush Cal Bryan at 
fessional & efficient Trimming . Call Emi- 432-301-5827 

432-250-9470 lio 432-488-6520. 

AMERICAN HOME IMPROVEMENT 
Remodaing Windows. Siding. Outdoor Kitchens. Grills 

Fire Pts. Sunrooms. Patios and much more’ 
30 Virtual Designs * (432) 550-7224 

11220 State Highway 191 (Between and Odessa) 
itp //werw ahi-texas com . 

JEN A 
CUSTOM BUILD web- |i 

| ses (you ownvor we 
| manage). No Hidden 

» EXPERT PIANO 
| Tuning and Repairs 
| Please Call Michae 
| Sherrod At 432-694 
3161 For An Appoint 
ment 

Fees/Contracts 

SEM/SEQ generate 

leads for every type of 

business/service. Dis- | 
count Pncing Code 

Google and Bing 903- 

948-2402 

MURRIETA | IAMA'S UPHOLSTERY 

Al FURNITURE | & DRAPERY 20 yrs 
MOVING at A-1 Pn | ®P 432-352-4633 

ces Mowing load un-|— 

load. pack and un- 
pack. Local and long 
distance Over 20 

| years expenence We 

Bonded Classified site estimates. Call 

J & K LOADING AND 

PACKING SERV- 682-6222 
ICES. 432-553-2416 
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IMPRESSIVE FEAT 

The SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket lifts off at Cape Canaveral Air Force Station on Monday. The rocket, carrying 11 communications satellites 
for Orbcomm, Inc., is the first launch of the rocket since a failed mission to the International Space Station in June. 

Dry ice, 
not water, 

‘responsible for 
many gullies on 
Mars, study says 

By Amina Khan 
Los Angeles Times 

Gullies on Mars that appeared to have possibly 
been carved by water were probably dug out by great 
chunks of dry ice, a pair of French researchers say. 
Even as certain lines of evidence mount for the very 

occasional occurrence of water on present-day Mars, 
the findings published by the journal Nature Geo- 
science serve as a reminder that not every familiar- 
looking geological feature on Mars has an analogue on 
Earth 
“When dealing with other worlds, we must take care 

to remember that unfamiliar processes are possible 
and even likely in alien environments,” Colin Dundas 
of the U.S. Geological Survey's Astrogeology Science 
Center, who was not involved in the research, wrote in 
a commentary on the work. 
As NASA orbiters and rovers probe the Red Planet 

from above and on the ground, there's been growing 
support for the idea that water was once plentiful on 
our dry, dusty neighbor. The Mars Science Labora- 
tory rover, known affectionately as Curiosity, has 
found signs of a long-lasting series of lakes that rose 
and fell in Gale Crater over many millions of years. 
Analyses of pebbles in the crater have revealed hints 
of a sustained river as well. Other papers have posited 
the idea that Mars once had a large ocean that slowly 
disappeared over the eons. 

All of this was a Mars in the distant past. But even 
today, researchers are beginning to think there could 
be some liquid water — albeit very harsh, salty water 
— that on very rare occasions briefly exists on the 
surface today. The recent discovery that dark streaks 
known as “recurring slope lineae” could have been 
left by contemporary liquid water compelled NASA 
officials to wax enthusiastic about the planet's current 
habitability. 

“It suggests that it would be possible for there to SpaceX launches Falcon rocket 
be life today on Mars,” John Grunsfeld, associate 
administrator of NASA's Science Mission Director- 
ate in Washington, said at a briefing announcing those 
results (also published in Nature Geoscience). 6 months after accident; lands it 

By Marcia Dunn 
Associated Press 

SpaceX sent a Falcon rocket soar- 
ing toward orbit Monday night with 
11 small satellites, its first mission 
since an accident last summer. Then 
in an even more astounding feat, it 
landed the 15-story leftover booster 
back on Earth safely. 

It was the first time an unmanned 
rocket returned to land vertically 
at Cape Canaveral, Florida, and 
represented a tremendous success 
for SpaceX. The company led by bil- 
lionaire Elon Musk is striving for re- 
usability to drive launch costs down 
and open up space to more people. 
“Welcome back, baby!” Musk 

tweeted after touchdown. 
“It’s a revolutionary moment,” 

Musk later told reporters. “No 
one has ever brought a booster, an 
orbital-class booster, back intact.” 

What's significant is that this 
was a useful mission, Musk noted. 
not merely a practice flight. “We 
achieved recovery of the rocket in 
a mission that actually deployed 11 
satellites,” he said. 
SpaceX employees broke into 

cheers and chants, some of them 
jumping up and down, following the 
smooth touchdown nine minutes af- 
ter liftoff. Previous landing attempts 
ended in fiery blasts, but those aimed 
for an ocean platform. 
Musk said he ran outside and 

heard the sonic boom of the returning 
booster just as it landed; he assumed 
it had exploded. He learned the 
happy truth when he went back into 
Launch Control and saw video of the 
standing rocket. 

“I can’t quite believe it.” 
“It’s quite shocking.” 
Musk said the landing appeared 

close to perfect, and the company 
“could not have asked for a better 
mission or a better day.” 
The top officer at Cape Canaveral 

Air Force Station, Brig. Gen. Wayne 
Monteith, noted that the returning 
booster “placed the exclamation 
mark on 2015.” 

“This was a first for us at Cape Ca- 
naveral Air Force Station, and | can’t 
even begin to describe the excite- 
ment the team feels right now having 
been a part of this historic first-stage 
rocket landing,” Monteith said in a 
statement. 

Across the country, SpaceX em- 

he said. 

ployees jammed company head- 
quarters in Hawthorne, California, 
anxiously awaiting success. They 
cheered at full throttle when the first 
stage separated cleanly two minutes 
into flight and reoriented itself for 
an unprecedented return to Cape 
Canaveral. Then the roar became 
deafening, as TV cameras showed 
the first-stage booster landing on 
extended legs at its new, dedicated 
landing zone. SpaceX commentators 
called it “incredibly exciting” and 
were visibly moved by the feat. 

“This has been a wildly successful 
return to flight for SpaceX.” said one 
SpaceX launch commentator. “We 
made history today.” 

Blue Origin, another billionaires 
rocket company, successfully landed 
a booster last month in West Texas. 
That rocket, though, had been used 
for a suborbital flight. The SpaceX 
booster was more powerful and fly- 
ing faster in order to put satellites 
into orbit. 
The touchdown was a secondary 

objective for SpaceX. The first was 
hoisting the satellites for OrbComm, 
a New Jersey-based communication 
company. All 11 were successfully 
deployed. 

Not all streaks on slopes are potential signs of a wet 
present; far from it, in fact. A pair of French research- 
ers has analyzed different features — Martian gullies 
in the planet’s mid-latitudes, deep channels that on 
Earth would have looked like they were carved by 
streams or sliding wet debris. But the proposed expla- 
nations would require groundwater discharge, which 
would be unlikely in the spots where many of these 
gullies are found, on lone peaks and sand dunes. 

“Martian gullies have attracted considerable atten- 
tion because they resemble terrestrial debris flows 
formed by the action of liquid water,” lead author 
Cedric Pilorget, a planetary scientist at the Institut 
d’ Astrophysique Spatiale in France, wrote in an email. 
“This has been puzzling because such features are 
geologically recent (less than a few million years old) 
and have thus formed during the current cold and dry 
Martian era. Was water involved, to what extent and 
what could it mean in terms of habitability?” 

Instead, the researchers pointed to another possible 
cause: frozen carbon dioxide. Carbon dioxide is the by 
far the most abundant gas in the Red Planet's atmo- 
sphere, and much of it sticks to the surface in winter, 
stretching from meter-thick ice caps near the poles to 
surface frost in the mid-latitudes. 
And, as it just so happens, “the distribution of frost 

correlates with the regions where gullies are most 
prominent,” Dundas wrote. “Moreover, gully activity 
appears to be seasonal, with a marked preference for 
the winter and spring — when CO?2 frost is observed 
on mid-latitude slopes.” 

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency 

Here are some New Year’s Resolutions — PropellerHeads-style 
Dear PropellerHeads: Besides dieting 

and moving out of mom’s basement, 
what’s a typical New Year’s resolution 
for PropellerHeads? 

Nice! You're asking for a friend, right? 
Oh, wait — you don’t have any. Are we 
even now? 

I can’t speak for all PropellerHeads 
(although I often do anyway), but my 
most successful resolution recently was to 
sharpen my focus at work. Unlike hitting 
the gym (a perennial favorite), this one 
was surprisingly easy. 

First, a disclaimer: Unless your job 
description is “pushing a mouse around all 
day,” this information won't help much. 
But that includes most of us. 

a fruitful day begins with a clean desk. 
And outlining the week's on 
doesn’t hurt either. To-do list sites 
Workflowy (workflowy.com) and Wunder- 
list (wunderlistcom) help here too. 
Look into the Pomodoro 

(pomodorotechnique.com), a timebox- 
ing method (bit.ly/1hcxWUn) used in IT 

Chevron 

§ 

8 Propeller Heads 
but relevant for any office work. Or visit 
coffitivity.com for some productivity- 

ambient noise. 
But the biggest gains come from mini- 

mizing distractions. 
Keep chatty co-workers at bay with a 

“do not disturb” sign posted for an-hour 
or two every or afternoon. Bet- 
bhi Ace Jock ig dhe 
optional) to buy some concentration time. 

appear homage, 
Rr of phar Trash poor 

softark insted of pebyie. 
for BT Jour al 

stone) or Visual (neuber.com/ 
timeanalyzer) to see where the time 

Spoiler alert: It 800s to Facoboop. OF 
Twitter or Reddit or similar sites. If there's 
any left, it goes to email (personal and 
business) or chat, 

Thank you Chevron for 
’ 

So eliminate non-essential notifications 
on phones and tablets during work hours. 
Turn off your phone or use an app like 
Silent Hours for Android (bit.ly/1yvizif) 
or the iPhone’s “Do Not Disturb” feature 
to silence your device while at the office. 
On your work computer, disable chat or 
messaging programs not used for work. 
Ask co-workers to switch from chat to 
J 

emergencin dale. poop 
Er hal Snail, a nile 

ghee yout email very few hour, be- 

30 seconds ing bite to dispatch a reply right 

For 
me), which 

tion emails into daily digests for quicker 
viewing. 
Facebook, Twitter, and Gmail display 

unread counts on your browser 
tab. Avoid that distraction by staying 
logged out and closing the tab. You're less 
likely to check them constantly when it 
requires logging in every time. Facebook 
is especially bad since it beeps whenever 
your cousin's teacher’s niece's hairdresser 
posts to your wall. 

Since Facebook addiction is sort-of a 
real thing now, try Cold Turkey (getcold- 
turkey.com). It will block any site for a 

period of time and cannot be eas- 


