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Amazon.com founder has plans for West Texas clock
Jeff Bezos intends for his clock to ‘tick for 100 centuries’ and to inspire people

- By Dane Schiller their lives.

Houston Chronicle There 1s no date set for when the clock will be
complete, but Bezos has said when it is done it will

SIERRA DIABLO — Sheathed in a 500-foot deep ¢, 0Pe™ !0 the public. — .
silo bored into a mountain rising from this rugged PHEIIMAEE would require a purposely toug

, . . : hike to reach the monument-like clock’s entrance via
stretch of W?St Texas 1s a wildly ambitious project to a cave. Visitors would then climb stairs that lead up
build a massive clock that would tick for 100

! and around the clock, and exit through a hole in the
centuries. mountain’s summit
The clock is not just a dream. Construction is well - ' -
C J . If the clock is even 300 feet tall it would be on the

underway, and being bankrolled by Jeff Bezos, the order of London’s Big Ben, only inside a mountain
wealthy founder of amazon.com who recently agreed  jnstead of beside a palace in London.

to buy The Was_hington Post. - | Call him eccentric, crazy or visionary, but also call
He’s a secretive man worth billions. And he is him ambitious.
spending millions on this quest. Ten thousand years is longer than Egypt’s pyra-
Bezos, 49, envisions the 10,000 Year Clock as a mids, England’s Stonehenge or China’s Great Wall Hioaston Clwonicle
symbol to get people thinking about where mankind | '
1s headed, and what they’d like to accomplish with Please see CLOCK/2A  The Devil's Mountains is the designated site for Bezos' project.
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Planning and
Zoning approves
new subdivision,

Sam’s Club gas
station

By Joseph Basco

Jhasco@mrt.com

About 66 acres of land are planned to
be converted into a subdivision on the
northeast side of Midland, an area that 1s
still rural.

The Planning and Zoning Commission
on Monday unanimously approved the
zoning and preliminary plat for Sunset
Ridge. a 200-lot housing development on
E. Loop 250 North, a quarter mile east of
Fairgrounds Road.

Each lot will be 62 teet wide by 105
feet deep, which city planner Martin
Siwek said was similar to the lot size in
Legends Park on the city’s west side.

Nine acres of the subdivision — the
seven lots closest to Loop 250 — will be
allocated for retail space.

Though 1t was passed unanimously.
residents who attended the meeting
objected to the development, citing the
fast trafhic on the portion of Loop 250
next to this planned subdivision. East of
Fairgrounds Road, Loop 250 remains
incomplete.

: There are few notable developments
3 that have been approved in the northeast
az side within the past year. These include

e \ . Sunnse at Fairgrounds apartments on
Meredith Moriak/Reporter-Telegram |  Fairgrounds Road and a Strnipes conve-
| nience store at East Loop 250 and Elkins
Michelle Tull, a Trinity graduate, returned to her alma mater and began teaching third grade on Monday. | Road.

Gas station at Sam’s Club

Trinity alumna transitions into teacher role = ... .. oo

proved a request by Sam’s Club for a gas
station at the eastern corner of Andrews
Highway and Tradewinds Boulevard.
The gas station will be owned by Sam’s
Club and will feature six to eight gas
| pumps.
ers Doug and Marcy Tull didn’t have a daughter enrolled at | Zth gfﬂ_dﬁ- | _ _ One resident voiced a complaint, say-
Trinity School, but that doesn’t mean the family’s involvement Working alongside many of ht‘f former mentors, r_nlc mod- ing that neighboring businesses would
with the Cl}"egf pffpﬂﬁltﬂf}’ school has ended els and teachers has been an ﬂdJUSImt?“t. but Tull said she’s not want a car wash to be built .leﬂnghidt.’
Before youngest daughter, Sara, even received her diploma thankful for the guidance, insight and support that has been | the gas pumps. Brent Shields, the con-
in May, her older sister, Michelle, had accepted a teaching job  provided. sulting engineer with Carlson Consulting
in Trinity’s lower school, consequently maintaining the Tull "l joked with Mr. (Bill) Coombes that I'm going to sit with Engineers. said a car wash was not part
family’s presence at the small 600-student private school. him at faculty meetings. ... It’s just fun to think that | can be of the onginal plan and there currently
After just four years away from Trinity and armed with a ‘work friends’ with everyone now,” Tull said. “It seems like aren’'t any plans to add 1t to the gas sta-
bachelor’s in early childhood education from Texas Tech Uni-  just yesterday they were writing me recommendation letters tion lot.
versity, Michelle Tull returned to her educational home of 15 |
years Monday to begin her professional career. Please see TRINITY/2A | Please see SUBDIVISION/2A

By Meredith Moriak “It will be a lot different to be on the faculty side because it
) was only four years ago that | was in high school, but | think
it will be OK since I'm working with third grade.” said Tull.
Monday marked the first time in 21 years that Midland- who like her sisters, attended Trinity from preschool through

mmoriak@mrt.com
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Tweeting poses a political risk for candidates like Abbott

By Reeve Hamilton own social media. For Democrats, that didn’t go far enough. The Demo-
The original tweet — “@GregAbbott_TX would cratic Governors Association denounced his tweet. And
absolutely demolish idiot @ WendyDavisTexas in Gov Texas Democratic Party Chairman Gilberto Hinojosa
. ‘ race - run Wendy run' Retard Barbie to learn life les- 1Issued the following statement: “Greg Abbott stated ap-
As his fol!owers xnow, Attorncy General Greg e son. #¥TGDN @tcot” — was written by Jeff Rutledge, a preciation for a lwcget that insults wnﬁwn and the menl-)
Widely CoRicERel M Sromi-mmmer ¥ be Texas™ next gov- - ge)f described “Texas publisher, debater and attorney.” tally disabled, and now doesn’t even have the decency to
¢Inor, Manages his own T“'f""er feed. It’s not upcommon Abbott’s response? “Jeff, thanks for your support.” apologize? Hate and discrimination have no place in our
for him touseitto thank his Supporters. An Abbott source who spoke on condition of anonym-  public discourse.”
“But his appreciation for a supporter’s tweet on Sunday ity said the attorney general did not read the full mes- Abbott isn’t the first Texas politician to find himself in
night — one that called state Sen. Wendy Davis, D-Fort sage (and, in particular, the offensive language) before hot water on Twitter.
Worth, an “idiot™ and a “Retard Barbie™” — has fast be- expressing his gratitude. Later, Abbott issued something In April, Texas Railroad Commission Chairman Barry
come the most controversial moment of Abbott’s young of a clarification: “FYI: I thank supporters on Twitter, but  Smitherman, who is now running to replace Abbott, drew
gubernatorial bid. And it has highlighted the high-risk, [ don’t endorse anyone’s offensive language. Stay
high-reward proposition of letting candidates handle their  positive.” Please see TWEETING/2A

Weather | The big number Today in West Texas Living
Mostly sunny : A new phone measures Midiand Humane Coalition adopts its 1,500th pet.
6.3 inches
96/71 ey ey AP Coming Wednesday
4 &7 ‘ é

Texas Tribune

: mmm let computer. More on 4A. N“Mlﬂﬂdhﬂ“ﬂ.
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Midland-based developer
Energy Related Properties will hold
a conversation with the community
on the progress at Energy Tower at
City Center.

The town hall style meeting will
mmmwwpmwu
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land Center, log on 10 mywestiexas.
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City Hall councll chambers -
300 N. Loraine St.

;bponhwdm |
am.
- Midiand Intemational Airport
Media Room
9506 La Force Boulevard
Permian Basin Community
cmwmmmwm
3:30 p.m.
Permian Basin Regional Planning
Commission
2910 LaForce Bivd.

Midiand College

4 p.m.

Gibson boardroom, Administration
Building

Midiand College campus

TxDOT public meeting

5p.m.
UTPB CEED Building
1400 North FM 1788

Support groups

B Survivors of sexual abuse;
interactive Bible study to help deal
with the consequences of sexual
abuse meets Tuesdays. Child care
available; House of Hope, 570 5935.

B Midiand Chapter of NAMI
(National Alliance on Mental lliness),
7 p.m., First Presbyterian Church
(Koinonoa Room); Judith Craig,
683-3648.

B A confidential peer-to-peer sup-
port gathering for combat veterans,
first, third and fifth Tuesdays at
Midiand College Cogdell Center, 201
Florida Ave.; Steve Cree, 770-7469.

B Peer to Peer support group for
and their families, 6 p.m., Permian
Basin Community Center, 401 E.
Wiinois Ave., Suite 403; Wil Hog-
gard, 213-5342, william hoggard@ -
wicmhmr.org.

B Classic Movie Club, 7 p.m.,
Cigar Frog's, 216 N. Main St.; 687-
1671.

B Permian Basin Dance Club,
7:30 p.m., St. Stephen’s Catholic
Church; cost is $5 for members, $6
for non-members; 520-4343.

B Midiand Optimist Club, noon,
Abuelo’s, 4610 N. Garfield St ;
685-7486.

B Sons of Confederate Veterans,
Dunn-Holt-Mid-kiff Camp No. 1441, 7
p.m., Fairmont Park Church of Chnst
Activities Annex; Tom Owens, tmow-
ens44 @juno.com or 697-6955.

B Amenican Legion Auxiiary
Unit No. 19, 6:30 p.m., 501 Velterans
Airpark Lane; 682-5511.

@ Tall City VFW Post 7208, 1303
E. Taylor, bingo games 7 p.m.

School supply drive

The Permian Basin Apartment
Association is hosting a School Sup-
ply Drive. Donations can be dropped
off at any apartment community in
Odessa, Midland, Big Spring, An-
drews, Crane, Monahans and Fort
Stockton.

There will be a luncheon at the
Atmos Fischer Community Room,
2304 Loop 40 at the aport complex
at noon Wednesday. Representa-
tives from Midiand ISD and Ector
County ISD will be there to accept the
donations that will be distributed to
students who are in need.

Water Tracker

The following is the amount of
water delivered to the city of Midland
Water District and the Paul Davis
water fields
Fiday’s total: 21,962,000 gallons
(CRMWD 18,468,000, Paul Davis
fields 3,494,000)

Saturday's total: 22,100,000
gallons (CRMWD 18,608,000, Paul
Davis fields 3,492,000)

Sunday’s total: 22,188,000 gallons
(CRMWD 18,608,000, Paul Davis
fields 3,580,000)

B For mayor
Dan Anderson

John James
Keith McLelland
Jerry Morales
Kathy White
B For District 3
Sharla Hotchkiss
Spencer Robnett
B For District 4
J. Ross Lacy
Michael Trost
Note: The filing period continues
through Aug. 26.

Lottery

Pick 3 day: 7-0-2
Pick 3 night: 7-7-5
Dally 4 day: 0-9-18
Dally 4 night: 7-9-5-3

Cash Five: 8-23-25-28-33
1‘11.0”1-21-:5-34
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Tull wi bemmwl'ed
this year by fellow third-
uz:sun-ym-
and also worked with
third-grade teacher Cathy

.| Erlandson, who taught all

four Tull girls.

“l already knew Mrs.
Erlandson really, re-
ally well but I got to work
Camp Trinity with Ms.
Malouf this summer and 1t
was helpful to get to know
her better and learn some
things from her,” said Tull,
who has aspired to teach
since first grade when her
teacher helped her leamn to
read.

“I want to be that
teacher that goes above
and beyond for others.

1It’s good to teach them
| content because that’s

what they're there for, but
I want to teach them to be
good, caring people,” she

said. On Monday she said
| “Welcome Aboard” to her

third-grade students in her
pirate-themed classroom.

“I've always wanted to
be the teacher with the cool
room,” she said, smilng. -

Tull said she’s thankful
her position at Trinity only
requires her to teach Eng-
lish language arts and math
content to her students and
allows specialized teachers
to provide other 1nstruc-

CLock

From 1A

have been around — and
those marvels that have
captivated man don’t even
have moving parts.

“Trying to have some-
thing work for that long is
really amazing,” said Ned
Thomas, Rice Univer-
sity’s dean of engineering.
“What the hell 1s going to
happen in 10,000 years?
There may not even be
humans hanging out here.”

About 10,000 years ago,
humans 1n Texas were
coming out of the Ice Age,
wearing animal skins and
sharing the brush lands
with mastodons, bison and
armadillos the size of a
Volkswagen.

The newest invention
was the atlatal, a device for
launching spears or darts.

The timepiece may be
partially shielded from the
wraths of man and nature
by its dry, remote loca-
tion — 150 miles east of El
Paso — in the Sierra Dha-
blo, Spanish for the Devil’s

| Mountain Range.

This 1s a place where

everything seems to have

thorns, stingers or poison-
ous venom.

Walking or even nding
a horse through country
that looks like rattlesnake
paradise might be forbid-
ding, but maybe the sky
overhead brings the true
appeal for Bezos. The sun
could hardly look bigger,
and the crisp nighttime sky,
so far from city lights, of-
fers an awe-inspiring look
at the galaxy.

Bezos, a self-descnbed
nerd and Star Trek fan, has
also launched a company,
Blue Origin, that uses the
wide-open skies here to
develop a spacecraft. The
idea is to one day offer
safe, affordable commer-
cial travel to everyday
people.

Bezos is reportedly put-
ting up $42 million for the
project.

The clock was first the
dream of Danny Hillis,
an inventor, scientist and
engineer who now leads
the board of the Long Now
Foundation in Califorma.
With Bezos’ funding, Long
Now is spearheading the
effort to make the clock a
reality.

Despite Bezos™ many
adventures, going back to
River Oaks Elementary
where he tapped into the
Houston school’s main-
frame computer, in these
parts he’s known as a land
baron. He is the largest
land owner in Culberson
County, where he has
300,000 acres including
the clock site, and another
100,000 in neighboring
Hudspeth County, accord-
Ing to records.

The patch that includes
the clock was bought by
Bezos in 2006. Construc-
tion began about three
years ago, but most of the
work is underground and
shielded from view.

'rdn' te
‘m._
-u. |
‘man

tion, including science

and arts. Her expenience
student-teaching 21 first-
graders in a self-contained
classroom at Cooper North
Elementary in Lubbock

was a bit hectic, she said.

‘Carly Tull, a 2011
Trinity graduate and nis-
ing junior at Texas Tech,
said her sister will be “a
teacher who really cares
for her students. A lot of
her favorite teachers have
been teachers that made a
difference in a person'’s life
and family.”

In addition to teaching
third grade, Tull will also
coach the varsity cheer-
leading squad.

Cheerleading was an
extracurricular activity for
each of the Tull girls, with
eldest sisters Allison and
Michelle serving together
as co-captains in 2007-
2008. Carly Tull cheered
with each of her sisters
and said cheerleading was
something fun for them to
all do together.

B o m— = m— —

under company names
that include explorers
from hundreds of years
ago: James Cook, Cabot
Enterprises, Joliet Hold-
ings, Coronado Ventures,
Marquette Holdings.

You’d be hard pressed to
find his name on any of the
documents, but that falls
in line with a reputation
for secrecy that Bezos has
forged in these parts.

“As far as what 1s going
on, we don’t know,” said
Maricel “Chello™” Gonza-
lez, head of the Culberson
Appraisal District, where
many of the records are
kept.

Bezos’ base is the
historic Figure 2 Ranch,
which includes postcard
worthy peaks and sits
along the two-lane State
Highway 54.

No trespassing signs are
posted outside the main
gate of the ranch, which
was founded in 1900 and
is surrounded by barbed
wire fences, and said to be
protected by cameras.

There’s also a state
historical marker that notes
the Texas Rangers had
among their last battles
with the Apache Indians
there.

On a recent morning,
what appeared to be heavy
equipment atop the clock
mountain could be seen
from the ranch entrance.

Trucks pulled into the
ranch durning a 20-minute
period and headed down a
caliche road toward a com-
pound of several buildings,
including sleeping quarters
for workers, a dinning hall
and fuel tanks.

Those who have worked
with Bezos are generally
tight lipped, as they say
they have signed non-dis-
closure agreements.

“Jeff Bezos is very
private. He has done what
he 1s doing his own way,”
said Lyndon McDonald, a
volunteer firefighter, retired
probation officer and for-
mer county Commissioner.

The firehghters have a
“hand and glove™ working
relationship with Bezos’
team, McDonald said, and
he's helped the department
get some needed
equipment.

“They are very down to
earth, and I think sincere
in what they are doing out
there,” he said.

- Bezos and Amazon

did not respond to Hous-
ton Chronicle requests

to discuss the clock. In a
2012 interview produced
by Amazon, Bezos said the
clock symbolizes long-term
thinking.

“If we think long-term,
we can accomplish things
we otherwise could not ac-
complish,” Bezos said.

“We humans are get-
ting awfully sophisticated
in technological ways and
have a lot of potential
to be very dangerous to
ourselves,” he continued.
“And it seems that we as a
species are going to have
to start thinking long term,
and so this is a symbol, and
I think a symbol can be

very powerful.” "

* .was one of the best years

allasreedelghthgnde

with the Blue Gray Ball
and a week spent out-
side Marble Falls at The
Outdoor School at Camp
Champions on Lake LBJ.
The school’s small student
body and involved parent
network made it an ideal
place to grow up, Allison
Tull said.

“Everyone that I gradu-
ated with I'd basically
gone to school with since

first grade and knew on a
personal level,” she said.

Though preparing for
her first year of teaching
was daunting, Michelle
Tull said she’s thankful
to teach at the school that
molded her and to be able
to be a positive influence
on her students’ lives.

“Teaching’s way more
than just teaching content,
it’s about the whole expeni-
ence,’ Tull said.

e e S — e

Some marvel at his
dream, and hope the clock
will one day bring some
support to the nearest town,
struggling Van Homn, with a
population of 2,200.

About 38 percent of
residents live in poverty.
Finding a good paying job
1s about as tough as finding
a shade tree.

Streets are dotted with
crumbling homes, closed
businesses, and even the
Boys & Girls Club is on the
verge of having to shut its
doors over money.

Some locals wonder what
makes Bezos tick, and want
him to behave more like
Bill Gates, of Microsoft,

~ and share some financial

love.

“This 1s a very poor
town, a poor county,” said
County Commissioner
Gilda Morales. “There is a
lot of blight, a lot of need,”
Morales continued. “We
would like him to be a good
neighbor, he can afford it.
How about a little
endowment””

Bezos has bought several
homes in town and had
them refurbished for his
workers.

Heradio Luna, an
83-year-old retired school
teacher, has seen many
changes and outsiders come
through here. He doesn't
think too many Van Hom
residents will make the trek
to visit the clock, but hopes
it draws tounsts.

“I can’t see the reason
behind 1t,” Luna said.
“Whatever endeavor he 18
planning. I hope it works
for him — anything that
will bring business to Van
Hom. To get over there,
they will have to come
through here.”

As Bezos looks to the
future, Luna and others 1n
Van Hom have sought to
not let people forget the
past.

LLuna built intricate min-
1ature replicas of how the
town used to be, from the
long-gone courthouse, to
the silent movie theater, to a
school once segregated for
Hispanic kids.

He’s part of an effort
to restore the century-old
Clark Hotel Historical Mu-
seum, where remnants of
those who have lived here
before are displayed.

Bezos has apparently
never been to the museum,
but when one of the walls
was crumbling a few years
ago, his company Blue
Origin donated $5,000 to
fix it, said Patricia Golden,
the museum’s curator.

“He wants his privacy,
and we give it to him,” she
said of Bezos and his clock.

Luna wonders what
might happen over the cen-
turies as the clock ticks in
the mountain and Van Hom
and the rest of the world
marches on.

“People will probably be
ﬂymg Ee e to place, there

any cars or trucks
? " he said of the
or 10,000 years
mto the futurc “A totally
different way of doing
things and dealing with
people.”)

‘Ihe alleged smugglers,
bell, were among 19

tlon Also
Walker and
by local
names o
available.
New York Police

documents.

arrest or detention.

released on Friday.

other.

state felony charge.
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From 1A

criticism for retweeting an
image listing the names of
Republicans whose votes
had broken the filibuster
that would have kept a
gun-control bill off the
U.S. Senate floor — along-
side a picture of a dangling
noose.

Following his Twitter
snafu. Smitherman — who
does most of the tweeting
on his account himself.
according to his campaign
— was more direct than
Abbott 1n his apology.

“In my haste to post, |
failed to carefully review
the complete image.” he
wrote on his website. *...
The mistake was mine. |
apologize.”

Handing candidates the
reins to their social media
accounts — and allow-
ing them to hastily blast
messages to thousands of
supporters and opponents
alike — can be a headache
for campaign staff. “It’s
dangerous.” Republican
political consultant Matt
Mackowiak said. “As a
staffer, the last thing you
want is a principal who
tweets on their own.”

But cutting a candidate
off risks a loss of authen-
ticity. Harold Cook, a

“It’s seldom a good 1dea
for other people to tweet
for candidates, because it
looks just as disingenuous
as itis.”

Though Cook acknowl-
edged that allowing candi-
dates to speak for them-
selves can cut both ways.
“If a candidate doesn’t
have better sense than to

| From 1A

Shields said construc-
tion will begin as soon as
all the approvals with the
city are made. He estimat-
ed the grand opening to be
in the spring of 2014.

The Sam’s Club gas
station would be the first
one to be built in the

kaeloping westside near

lhzmmdomdmmmmehnmr — the

largest gun seizures in the ci
the guns was an assault rifle

transporwdmaglrlfrlondswbrasmpedbq.mm

Walter Walker and Earl Camp-
people arrested in New York and in
NorthCarohnaand SouthCarohnn——stateswhethe
gunsongim!ed as the result of a 10-month
was an aspiring

Il were arrested earlier this month
lice il their home states, authorities said. The
their defense attorneys were not immediately

Democratic strategist, said,

Sunnmsmu

in recent memory. One of
was disassembled and

investiga-
rapper from Brooklyn.

nt officials and prosecu-
tors announced details of the case on Monday, citing it as
another example of a persistent black market.

Three men arrested
for cocaine

~ possession at
Midland nightclub

From staff reports

Three men were arrested Friday on drug possession
charges after a nightclub bouncer observed them ex-
changing cocaine in the bathroom, according to court

Alonso Garcia-Martinez, 28, and Antonio A. Hernan-
dez, 23, both of Midland, are being held on a $10,000
bond for a state felony charge of possession of a con-
trolled substance less than 1 gram. Hernandez also 1s
being held on a class A misdemeanor charge of evading

Hector J. Garcia, 29, of Hobbs., N.M., posted a
$10,000 bond on the same state felony charge and was

A bouncer at Club Arriba went into the bathroom at
about 1:30 a.m. Friday and saw Garcia-Martinez standing
next to a toilet stall and obtain a plastic bag of cocaine
from Garcia. When Garcia-Martinez handed the item to
Garcia, Garcia took a snort of the powder and then gave 1t
to Hernandez, according to the arrest affidavit.

The bouncer then detained the three men and notified
police officers who were at the club. The suspects were
taken outside and arrested, according to the arrest report.

The affidavit does not state how the men knew each

If convicted. they face up to two years in prison for the

stay on solid ground,” he
said, “then far better for
voters to know that, but
it’s not necessarily to the
candidate’s benefit.”
Mackowiak agreed that
the desire to “get attention
and be bold and be authen-
tic” 1s often in competi-
tion with a desire to avoid
controversy. Indeed, some
Texas politicians and their
staffers deliberately court
controversy online.
Perhaps the best ex-
ample 1s U.S. Rep. Steve
Stockman, R-Friendswood.
He's known for eye-
catching tweets like this
one: “If babies had guns,
they wouldn’t be aborted.”
It’s done by design, and
IN Mmany cases isn t even
Stockman; it’s the work of
his communications direc-
tor Donny Ferguson.
“Sometimes you can
intentionally cross the
line into controversial,
and sometimes you can
unintentionally cross the
line into controversial,”
Mackowiak said.
Mackowiak noted that
Abbott’s candid tweet-
ing — which encompasses
everything from politics
to Diana Ross — had
built up a large following
for the attorney general.
“This is a big part of not
just his identity but also
how he consumes news,
sees what’s going on and
gets out of the campaign
bubble,” Mackowiak said.
“I'm guessing he would be
extremely reluctant to give
that up.”
Abbott campaign of-
ficials said they have no
plans to ask him to.

the Scharbauer Sports
Complex. Currently, gas
stations in the area are only
on the opposite side of the
sports complex, east of

Loop 250.
Sam’s Club in Odessa

already has gas pumps
that are available for both
members and nop-mem-
bers. Members are offered
gas at discountedérates.
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From staff reports

The Texas

Department of Public Safety will have DWI
patrols w locations beginning today through
.9 h

includes the Labor Dgy weekend.
mmhanmdptn'ob,fundedbyaglmtfromthc'l"cxas

of

jon, aims to target impaired

Department
drivers when alcohol-related crashes are most frequent,

according to a press

release from DPS.

DPS Director Steven McCraw said he wants drivers to
utilize safe driving practices during the upcoming Labor

Day weekend.

“Keeping Texas roadways safe for all travelers is a vital
concern for DPS, and these increased patrols are designcd
to save lives by getting intoxicated drivers off the road,”

McCraw said.

During the Labor Day enforcement period last year,
DPS troopers made 1,879 DWI arrests, and about 503
of those were the direct result of the increased patrols,
according to the press release. Last year during this same
time, DPS enforcement also resulted in 24,779 speeding
citations, 1,238 fugitive arrests, 895 felony arrests and
889 drug arrests during routine patrol operations.

Tips from the DPS

" DPS offers the following

beits.

traffic.

areas and heavy
B Siow down or move over for tow trucks and police, fire

and EMS vehicles

o TXbOT vehices.

i Don™ drive fatigued.

tips for safe travel during the

EDE:'{m-ﬂm Designate a triver or take a cab.
=mmmmumdm

B The law requires that everyone in the vehicle use seat
i Slow down - especially in bad weather, construction

on the side of the road with emer-
Sept. 1, this law also applies

8 Drive delensively, as holiday travel may present ad-

B Make sure vehicles are property maintained before leav-

ing on a trip.

Source: Department of Public Salety

Probe finds deadly
limo fire due to

mechanical problems

Associated Press

REDWOOD CITY, Ca-
lif. — A mechanical prob-
lem ignited a limousine
fire that killed five nurses
trapped in the back, the
Califormia Highway Patrol
said Monday as it released
results of its investigation
and 911 calls filled with
screams from those inside.

The blaze broke out on
the San Mateo-Hayward
Bridge on May 4 because
of a catastrophic failure
of the rear suspension
system, CHP Capt. Mike
Maskanich said. The air
suspension failure allowed
the spinning driveshaft to

contact the floor pan, caus-

ing friction that ignited
carpets and set the vehicle
on fire, authorities said.

No charges will be filed,

prosecutors said.

“Some tragedies are
crimes and some are not,
and this one is not,” San
Mateo County District
Attorney Steve Wagstaffe

said at a joint news confer-

ence with the CHP.

The Public Utilities
Commission is fining the
limo operator $1,500 for
having more passengers

than allowed.
The fire broke out while

a nurse, Nenza Fojas,

was celebrating her recent
wedding with a group of
fnends.

She was among the five
killed. Four other friends
inside the limo and the
limo driver survived.

Recordings of 911 calls
released Monday include
a woman's voice shout-
ing, “Oh, my god! Oh, my
god!” and a man’s voice
shouting “Get out! Get
out!” There also were cries
and screams from callers
and passengers.

“It’s a limousine that’s
fully engulfed, and there
are people trapped inside,”
one caller said.

A woman who said she
was a passenger screamed
as she told the dispatcher
there were people inside
the burning limo.

On another call a rescuer

told a dispatcher: “I don’t
think there 1s anything we
can do.”

“The rear of the limo
is fully engulfed, and the
doors are locked,” the
rescuer said.

Investigators said one of

the rear doors had the child
lock engaged, and the other

side of the limo was too
burned for them to tell.
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Associated Press

FORT HOOD — A mili-
tary judge blocked several
key pieces of evidence
Manday that prosecutors
said would explain the
mindset of the soldier ac-
cused in the 2009 shooting
rampage at Fort Hood,
including his belief that he
had a “jihad duty” to carry
out the attack.

Prosecutors had asked
the judge to approve sev-
eral witnesses and various
evidence to support what
they allege motivated Ma.
Nidal Hasan to carry out
the attack, which killed 13
people and wounded more
than 30 others at the Texas
military base.

But the judge, Col. Tara
Osborn, blocked nearly all
of it.

Osborn barred any
reference Hasan Akbar, a
Muslim soldier sentenced
to death for attacking
fellow soldiers in Kuwait
during the 2003 invasion
of Iraq. Prosecutors wanted
to suggest that Hasan, an
American-born Muslim,
carried out a “copycat”
attack.

But the judge said
introducing such matenal
would “only open the door
to a mini-trial” of Akbar
and result in a “confusion
of issues, unfair prejudice,
waste of time and undue
delay.”

The judge said prosecu-
tors also couldn’t introduce
three emails, ruling that the
needed redactions would
make them wrrelevant. The
contents of the emails
weren't disclosed, but the
FBI has said Hasan sent
numerous emails start-
ing in December 2008 to
Anwar al-Awlaki, a radical
U.S.-bom Islamic clenc

Judge bars most motive
 for Labor | evidence in Fort Hood trial

In this Aug. 6 courtroom sketch, Maj. Nidal Malik Hasan sits in
court for his court-martial in Fort Hood. The prosecutors pursuing
the death penalty against the Army psychiatrist accused in the
2009 Fort Hood shooting rampage will soon begin trying to an-
swer a difficult but key question determining why Hasan attacked
his fellow soldiers in the worst mass shooting ever on a U.S.
military base.

killed by a drone strike in
Yemen 1n 2011.

However, the judge will
allow evidence about In-
ternet searches on Hasan'’s
computer around the time
of the attack and websites
that Hasan had listed as
“favortes.” |

Military prosecutors
have said they would show
that Hasan felt he had a
“jihad duty,” referring
to a Muslim term for a
religious war or struggle.
Prosecutors have called
almost 80 witnesses so far,
but they weren’t expected
to begin tackling his mo-
tive until this week.

Hasan — who 1s acting
as his own attorney but
has mostly sat in silence
— could also soon shed
light on such questions, if
prosecutors rest their case
as expected this week. If
Monday were any indica-
tion, he may be ready to
talk.

In a rare move, Hasan
spoke up on Monday, first

Fun Facts Sponsored by

to challenge the govern-
ment’s definition of “jihad”
and, for the first time since
the day testimony began,
questioned a witness.
Hasan briefly cross-
examined Staff Sgt. Juan
Alvarado, who saw a
gunfight between Hasan

. and Kimberly Munley, one

of the Fort Hood police
officers who responded to
the shootings. Alvarado
said Hasan tned to shoot

‘Munley after she had been

shot and disarmed.

“Are you saying — and |
don’t want to put words 1n
your mouth — are you say-
ing that after it was clear
that she was disarmed, |
continued to fire at her?”
Hasan asked.

Alvarado said that was
correct.

The exchange marked
the first tme Hasan has
questioned a witness to the
shooting.

And earlier Monday,
Hasan asked that the defini-
tion of “jihad” be adjusted.
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This photo provided by AT&T shows the Samsung Galaxy Mega. With a screen
Galaxy Mega is almost as big as a 7-inch (17.8-centimeter) tablet Computer. The

Associated Press

NEW YORK — Smartphones are inches.

getting bigger as people use them
more to watch movies and play
games. A new one from Samsung 1s

beyond big.

With a screen measuring 6.3
inches diagonally, the Galaxy Mega
is almost as big as a 7-inch tablet
computer. The difference: It makes

phone calls.

Samsung says the Mega is a hybnd
that combines the portability of a
smartphone with the immersive expe-
rience that a tablet offers for movies,
books, music and games. Phones of
this size are typically referred to as

phablets.

Samsung Electronics Co. 1s known
for big phones. Its flagship Galaxy

Samsung is also known for offer-
ing a variety of devices, with differ-
ent screen sizes and prices, to target a
range of consumers. Because of that,
it’s now the leading maker of phones.
Apple, by contrast, has been releas-
ing one model a year that targets
high-end consumers. A new 1Phone
is expected this fall.

The Mega includes many features
available in other recent Galaxy
phones. That includes Multi Win-
dow, which allows multitasking 1n a
split screen, and Easy Mode, which
reduces the number of features and
choices for new smartphone users.

AT&T Inc. says it will start selling
the Mega on Friday for $150 with a

New Samsung phone nearly tablet-sized

S4 is 5 inches, while the Galaxy Note
2 is 5.5 inches: Apple’s iPhone 5 1s 4

measuring 6.3 inches (16-centimeter) diagonally, tho

difference; It makes phone calls.

two-year service contract. The Mega
is also coming to Sprint and U.S.
Cellular. Dates and prices weren’t an-
nounced for those carriers. The Mega
made its debut in Europe and Russia
in May, but hasn’t been available 1n
the U.S. until now.

As Samsung’s phones get larger,
at least one of HTC Corp.’s is getting
smaller. AT&T announced Monday
that it will start selling a smaller veniidiom
version of the HTC One. Called a0 pCTD Plaza Oaks
the HTC One Mini, it will have a CRPHA AU TRA Wadlev & Garfield
4.3-inch screen, compared with " i
4.7 inches on the standard model.
It’s also lighter, at 4.3 ounces. The
One is 5 ounces. The One Mini will
be about $100 cheaper than its big
brother. It will be available start-
ing Friday for $100 with a two-year
service agreement.
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NJ governor bans gay conversion therapy

Associated Press

TRENTON, N.J. —
Republican Gov. Chnis
Chnistie signed a law on
Monday barring licensed
therapists from trying to
turn gay teenagers straight,
the latest example of the
potential 2016 presidential
candidate steering a mod-
erate course.

The governor said the
health risks of trying to
change a child’s sexual
orientation, as identified
by the American Psycho-
logical Association, trump
concemns over the govern-
ment setting limits on
parental choice. “Govern-
ment should tread carefully
into this area,” he said in
the signing note, “and | do
so here reluctantly.”

The decision marked
the third time this month
that Christie has staked
out a moderate position on
a hot-button social 1ssue
as he seeks a second term
in a Democratic-leaning
state. It also offers more
evidence that the popular
gOVernor is positioning
himself as a pragmatist
who shuns more conserva-
trve elements within his

Kittens
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party. .

Christie found middle
ground on medical man-
juana for children when
he agreed Friday to allow
growers to cultivate ad-
ditional strains, and for
marijuana to be made 1n an
edible form for chronically
ill children. But he would
not lift an oversight provi-
sion that could require as
many as three doctors to
sign off on a prescrniption.

Last week, Chnistie ve-
toed a bill banning .50-cal-
iber rifles that was vigor-
ously opposed by firearms
rights advocates and gutted
a proposed overhaul of
the state’s gun permit law
that relied on undeveloped
technology. Recently, he
signed 10 less-significant
gun measures the Demo-
crat-led Legislature passed
after last year’s deadly
school shooting rampage
in Newtown, Conn.

The decisions allow
Christie to quiet some of
the criticism he could face
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from conservatives by of-
fering specific reasons why
he was taking the steps,
often citing compassion for
the needs of children and
families.

His approval of the
conversion therapy ban
could be met with criticism
in Christian conservative
circles with influence in
early voting states like
lowa and South Carolina.

Conversion therapy
gained attention two years
ago when former GOP
presidential candidate Mi-
chele Bachmann was ques-
tioned over whether her
husband’s Chrnistian coun-
seling business provided
services that a<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>