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Sales tax rebates up
Big Spring tops $4 miilion mark for the year
By BILL MCCLELLAN
News Editor

Sales tax rebates were up more 
than 15 percent for Texas this 
month, and Crossroads area cities 
and communities reflected that 
trend, including Big Spring, 
according to the Texas 
Comptroller’s Office.

In eclipsing the $4 million mark 
for the year. Big Spring received 
$352,262.51 this month, up 22.79 per­

cent when compared to the 
$286,876.13 taken in during 
December of 2004. Through the 12 
months of 2005, Big Spring collect­
ed $4,323,614.99, an amount topping 
last year’s collections by 7.26 per­
cent.

Coahoma received $4,528.99 for 
the month, up 29.49 percent when 
compared to the $3,497.55 received a 
year ago. For 2005, Coahoma 
received $62,058.91, a pace 15.2 per­
cent higher than 2004.

Forsan received $6,385.08 this 
month compared to $3,602.00 in 
December 2004. That’s a whopping 
77.26 percent increase. For the 
year, Forsan has received 
$76,091.43, up 26.64 percent. Only 
Lubbock and Stanton — both of 
which passed sales tax rate hikes 
last year — indicated stronger 
improvement.

Rebates went up 11.38 percent for 

See REBATES, Page 3A

C l e a n i n g  u p  C o a h o m a

HERALD photo/ThomM i*nklnt
A private contractor tears down an abandoned building during Saturday’s Coahoma Trash Off, which targeted nearly a 
half-dozen dilapidated structures in the city for demolition. The Trash Off was part of the Rural Community College 
In itiative (RCCI) effort to  revitalize the community.

Commissioners OK county burn ban
By STEVE REAGAN
S ta ff  W riter

Dry, dead vegetation 
plus windy conditions 
equals burn ban.

Howard County com­
missioners, facing a dry 
winter with the increased 
chance grass fires, issued 
a 30-day general burn

ban, along with a ban on 
aerial fireworks Monday 
morning.

The ban is necessary 
because conditions in 
rural portions of the 
county are over-ripe for 
grass fires. County Judge 
Ben Lockhart said.

A  wet spring led to an 
abundance of vegetation

in the county. However, 
that also means that there 
is now plenty of fuel for 
fires.

That combination of 
conditions led Tommy 
Sullivan, chief of the 
county volunteer fire 
department, to request 
the burn ban from com­
missioners.

“Too much of the vege­
tation (in outlying areas 
of the county) have dried 
out since the last rains,” 
Lockhart said. “That why 
Chief Sullivan requested 
the ban.”

The aerial firework ban 
covers such items as bot-

See BAN, Page 3A

KRT photo/Tom QrsHth, Philadelphia Inquirer

President George W. Bush issued new warnings to Iran 
and Syria while defending his Iraq policy at a forum in 
Philadelphia Monday that included some hostile ques­
tions.

Bush defends 
policy in Iraq
Downplays expectations of 
dram atic results from voting there
By RON HUTCHESON 
and NANCY YOUSSEF

Knight B idder News

PHILADELPHIA 
President Bush acknowl­
edged Monday that per­
haps 30,000 Iraqis have 
died as a result of the 
U.S.-led invasion of their 
country in 2003, an 
admission he gave in 
answer to a rare 
unscripted question from 
the audience after he 
spoke in defense of his 
Iraq policy.

Speaking to the World 
Affairs •• Council of 
Philadelphia, Bush 
downplayed expectations 
for this week’s election 
of a new Iraqi govern­
ment. He said he doesn’t 
expect the selection of a 
275-member parliament 
to end the violence that’s 
claimed more than 2,100 
American lives.

When pressed by a 
questioner for the Iraqi 
death toll — a topic that 
U.S. officials try to avoid 
— Bush put the figure at 
“30,000, more or less.” 
Presidential aides said

"It said that oceans 
no longer protect US, 

that we can’t take 
threats for granted; 
that if we see a 
threat, we’ve got to 
deal with i t  I made a 
tough decision. And 
knowing what I know 
today. I ’d make the 
decision again.’’

—President Bush on 9-11

the number was based on 
independent estimates 
and wasn’t an official 
count.

The Iraq Body Count, a 
U.S.-British group, relies 
on press accounts for its 
estimate of 27,383 to 
30,892 civilian deaths.

Bush came to the birth­
place of American 
democracy to deliver a

See BUSH, Page 3A

Texas a w a its  S uprem e C ourt decis ion  in  red is tric tin g  case
By KELLEY SHANNON <

Associated Press Writer
AUSTIN (AP) -  The Supreme 

Court’s decision Monday to 
consider constitutional chal­
lenges to Texas congressional 
boundaries could send the 
redistricting map back to the 
Texas Legislature, i f  the court 
finds it unconstitutional.

But next year’s elections are 
moving forward under existing 
Republican-drawn districts, 
Texas Attorney General Greg 
Abbott said.

“The 2006 elections will pro­
ceed forward under the current 
map,” Abbott said.

State lawmakers, at the urg­
ing of then-U.S. House Majority 
Leader Tom DeLay, drew new

congressional boundary lines 
in 2003 during a special session 
called by Gov. Rick Perry. That 
map, opposed by Democrats 
and minority groups, withstood 
legal challenges before a three- 
judge federal court panel.

On Monday, the Supreme 
Court said it will hear argu­
ments on a fast track, likely in 
March, in a consolidated case

that contains four separate 
appeals by critics of the Texas 
map. A  ruling from the court is 
expected before its term ends in 
June.

Already, candidates are filing 
with state party officials to run 
for Congress in the existing 
GOP-created districts. Texas’ 
primary election is March 7. So 
campaigns will be in full swing

by the time the court hears 
arguments and rules on the 
appeals.

Abbott, whose office repre­
sents the state in court, said 
Texas’ congreerional districts 
already have been OK’d by the 
three-judge panel that 
“ reviewed all the evidence, con-

See DISTRICTS, Page 3A
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To reach us:
P iM M  call 263-7331. Otfica hours a rt 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday. 
If you mlaa your papar, plaaaa call (432) 
263-7336 bafbra 7 p.m. waakdaya and 
noon Sunday.

F ree symphony tickets
Win two free tickets to the Big Spring 

Symphony Orchestra’s presentation of “A 
Symphonic Christmas” set to begin at 8 
p.m. Saturday in the Municipal auditorium.

Be the first to call the Big Spring Herald 
at 263-7331 and correctly answer the 
question;

’YVho wrote T h e  Nutcracker Suite?”
The Herak/w ill have a different question 

each day this week and the first person to 
call with the correct answer wins two free 
tiokats to the symphony. The answer to 
M onda/s  question, ‘VYhat fevnous com- 
posar is calabrating hie 2S0th birthday?” is 
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart. Billie Domln- 
gusz correctly answered the question.

Did he bite b ac k?
MILWAUKEE (AP) —  A police officer 

had part of a finger bitten off by a woman 
after he responded to a call about a dis­
pute over a cat, authorities said.

Lt. Robert Menzel said the 4U-year-old 
woman who called police Sunday after­
noon had argued with a man about the 
animai and wanted him removed from her 
home.

The offioor, a  10-yaar,veteran, tried to , 
restrain the woman, and she became bal- 
ligersnt and she bit off part of his right ring 
finger, Manzal said.

Surgeons at Froodtart Memorial 
Lutheran Hospital wars not able to reat­
tach the finger, the lieutenant said.

12  SHOPPING DAYS LEFT

PEAR SAMTA,
I WANT IT ALL. 

SAav

http://www.blgtprin9lMrald.c01n
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Obituaries Police blotter
Daniel L. Bedwell

Daniel L. Bedwell, 44. of Big Spring 
I died Monday, Dec. 12, 2005, in a local 
I hospital. Memorial services are 2 p.m. 
W e^esday, Dec. 14, 2005, at the Peace 
Chapel at Trinity Memorial Park.

He was born Sept. 11, 1961, in 
Amarillo. He was very active in the Boy 
Scouts. He was a good automobile 
mechanic. He was a Catholic.

Survivors include his father. Johnnie 
Bedwell o f Big Spring; his mother, 

Phyliss Banes o f Amarillo; one sister, Donna Potter of 
Big Spring; several cousins; and a host of friends.

He was preceded in death by his grandparents, Jesse 
and Opal Bedwell and one uncle. Jesse Bedwell.

The family suggests memorials be made to Home 
Hospice, 111 E. Seventh Street, Suite A, Big Spring 
79720.

Arrangements under the direction of Nalley-Pickle & 
Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big Spring. 
Online condolences can be made at 
www.npwelch.com.

Sandra Nix

The Big Spring Police Department reported the fol­
lowing activity between 8 a.m. Monday and 8 a.m. 
today:

 ̂ • GEORGE BERNHARDT, 57, o f 1202 E. Third 0 Street, was arrested Monday on two local warrants.
] • ANTONIO ARGUELLO, 20, o f 2608 E. Highway 0 350, was arrested Monday on two local citations. 
n • JAMES USSERY JR., 45, of 1203 Harding, was 
' arrested Monday on charges of parole revocation, theft 

of a firearm and possession of a firearm by a felon.
• BRANDY OLIVAS, 19, of 1112 Sycamore, was 

arrested Monday on a charge of hindering the appre­
hension of a known felon.

• JESSE TORRES, 48, of 803 E. 14th Street, was 
arrested Tuesday on two local warrants and a charge 
of aggravated robbery.

• UNLAW FUL POSSESSION OF A  FIREARM  BY 
A  FELON was reported in the 3500 block o f 11th Place.

• THEFT OF A  FIREARM  was reported in the 1600 
block of Third Street.

• POSSESSION/DELIVERY OF DRUG P A R A ­
PHERNALIA was reported in the 1300 block of 
Sycamore..

• FRAUDULENT USE/POSSESSION OF IDENTI­
FYING INFORMATION was reported in the 400 block 
of Fourth Street.

Sandra Nix, 56, of Big Spring died 
Saturday, Dec, 10, 2005, at her resi­
dence. Graveside services are 10 a.m. 
Wednesday, Dec. 14, 2005, in the 
Coahoma Cemetery with Chaplain Dean 
Thomas, VAMC, officiating.

The family will received friends from 
7 p.m. until 9 p.m. today at Myers & 
Smith Funeral Home.

She was born Feb. 11, 1949, in Big 
Spring to Katherine and James

Sheriff’s report

Edwards and she graduated from Big Spring High 
School. She had been away from Big Spring several 
years, returning four years ago. She was a registered 
nurse, having previously worked for Malone and 
Hogan Hospital.

She is survived by her husband, Weldon Nix of Big 
Spring; three sons, Kevin Nix of Buffalo Gap, Joe Nix 
of Rock Springs, Wyo., and Tommy Nix of Christine; 
two daughters, Darla Huschke of Jourdanton and 
Cassie Andrews of Christine; three sisters, Jimmie 
Alexander and Karen Edwards, both of Big Spring and 
Judy Estes of Virginia; four brothers, Ricky Edwards, 
James Edwards, Roger Edwards and Mark Edwards, 
all of Big Spring: and five grandchildren.

In addition to her parents, she was preceded in death 
by one son, Clinton Allen Nix and one sister, Julia 
Ann Edwards.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral Home. 
Pay your respects online at www.myersandsmith.com.

The Howard County Sheriffs Office reported the fol­
lowing activity:

• ELIZABETH ROSE MILLS, 24, was arrested 
Monday by the HCSO on a charge of issuance of a bad 
check.

• JIM M Y R AY JOHNSON, 31, was transferred to 
the county jail Monday by the HCSO on charges of 
evading arrest or detention with a vehicle and resist­
ing arrest, search or transportation.

• CRIM INAL MISCHIEF was reported in the 5900 
block of East Midway Road.

• DOMESTIC DISTURBANCE was reported in the 100 block of M iller B Road.

Fire/EMS

Support Groups
. TUESDAY

• The Multiple Sclerosis Support Group meets at 6 
p.m. Tuesday in the College Baptist Church 
Fellowship Hall, 1005 Birdwell Lane. Call Tracey at 
263-4948 for more information.

The Big Spring Fire Department reported the follow­
ing activity:

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1600 block of West 
Second Street. One person was transported to SMMC.

• TRAFFIC ACCIDENT was reported in the 1700 
block of Gregg Street. Service was refused.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 3200 block of West 
Highway 80. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the area of South 
Highway 87. Service was refused.

Around Town
THURSDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1 p.m.; 

women’s meeting; 6:30 until 7:30 p.m. Non-smoking 
closed discussion meeting, 8 p.m. until 9 p.m.

• RAILROAD MUSEUM at the corner of Second 
Street and Main Street is open from 9 a.m. until 1 p.m. 
every Saturday. Free admission. Call 432-559-3409 for 
more information.

• HANGAR 25 A IR  MUSEUM is open from 9 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. Monday through Friday and from 10 a.m. 
until 2 p.m. Saturday.

Take Note
• JOHN MOSELEY, B IG  S PR IN G  H ERALD  M AN­

AGING EDITOR AND LONGTIME COMMUNITY 
SUPPORTER, is in critical need of life-saving treat-' 
ment insurance will not provide. A fund has been 
established at Citizen’s Federal Credit Union, account 
no. 926151. For more information, call Marsha at 263- 
7331.

264-2727.
• RED DRESS TEA at 11 a.m. at Heritage Museum 

Saturday. Seating is limited. Call 267-8255 for more 
information.

• COAHOMA ELEM ENTARY ’S SECOND ANNU­
A L  POLAR EXPRESS DRIVE THRU is set for 6:30 
p.m. until 8:30 p.m. Thursday. The line to view the 10 
animated stops starts forming at 6 p.m. in the 
Coahoma High School parking lot. Hot chocolate and 
cookies will be for sale.

• SIGNAL M OUNTAIN QUILTERS GUILD pre
sents comfort quilts to CASA at 2 p.m. Saturday at 
Heritage Museum.

• HOME HOSPICE HAS COOKBOOKS with nearly 
500 recipes on sale for $18 with proceeds to benefit 
Hospice House. Recipes submitted by volunteers, coor­
dinators and owners of Home Hospice. Call Sherry 
Hodnett at 264-7599 for more information.

• NOM INATIONS ARE BEING ACCEPTED FOR 
M AN AND W OM AN OF THE YEAR for the Big
Spring Area Chamber of Commerce until Thursday. 
Contact the chamber at 263-7641 for an application.

• THE HOWARD COUNTY CHILD WELFARE 
BOARD seeks Christmas help for the 69 children in 
foster care. To ‘adopt’ a child or family for the holi­
days, contact Patti Richard at 432-559-6953 or 268-4550.

• HANGAR 25 A IR  MUSEUM IS COLLECTING 
RECIPES to be included in a 2006 cookbook which 
will display memories of Big Spring over the years. 
Share your memories and your recipes. Contact the 
Hangar at 264-1999 for recipe forms.

• ODYSSEY HOSPICE NEEDS VOLUNTEERS to
work in the office and perform patient services. For 
more information or to volunteer, call 263-5999.

• LASAG NA DINNER A T  KENTWOOD ELEMEN­
TA R Y  SPONSORED BY THE PARENT/TEACHER 
ORGANIZATION is set for 6 p.m. today. Cost is $3 per 
plate, followed at 7 p.m. by the Kentwood third graders 
performing “A Sombrero for Santa." At 7:30 p.m. the 
PTO will be sponsoring “The Gingerbread Shop.” 
Christmas gifts in the economical price range of 15 
cents to $7 will be available for students and parents 
to purchase.

• THE MOBILE MEALS PROGRAM that delivers 
meals to the elderly and homebound needs volunteers 
to deliver meals. If you can spare one hour per week 
to deliver eight or 10 meals, you are needed. About 85 
to 90 meals are prepared, packaged and delivered to 
recipients within the city limits of Big Spring. I f you 
can volunteer, please call 263-4016 before 3 p.m.

• SPRING TABERNACLE CHURCH lOTH ANNU­
A L  TO Y G IVE-AW AY begins at 10 am. Friday in the 
church sanctuary, 1209 Wright St. Gifts distributed on 
a first-come, first served basis. Open to parents and 
grandparents raising young children, and parents are 
urged to find childcare during the selection of the 
gifts. For more information, call the church at 267- 
5321.

• ROAD TO RECOVERY, sponsored by the 
American Cancer Society, seeks volunteers to drive 
cancer patients to treatment in Midland. This requires 
just a few hours commitment each month. To volun­
teer, or to request a ride for treatment, call LaWanda 
Hamm at 263-7827.

• SPRING TABERNACLE CHURCH, 1209 Wright, 
has free food for the area needy. Distribution is sched­
uled from 10 a.m. to noon every Thursday.

• THE BIG SPRING SYM PHONY PRESENTS ‘A  
SYMPHONIC CHRISTM AS’ at 8 p.m. Saturday in the 
Municipal Auditorium. Tickets available at the Big 
Spring Herald or call 264-7223.

• STAR TEK  CANNED FOOD DRIVE to benefit the 
Salvation Army from 2 p.m. until 6 p.m. Saturday. 
Bring two can^ of food and get a free photo with Santa 
Claus. For more information, contact Anna Osborne at

Coronado Hills Apartments
I Bedroom • $375 • 2 Bedroom • $475 • 3 Bedroom • $575

801 W. M arcy • 432-267-6500
Big Spring, Texas 79720

Pool, Private Patios, Covered Partdng 
a Washer - Dryer Cpnn. ^
2-3 Bedroom

Bulletin Board
If you have Items for the Bulletin board, contact the 

Herald news room at 263-7331 or email 
edttorObigspringherald.com
TODAY
• Big Spring Rotary Club meets at noon in the 

Howard College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane.

WEDNESDAY
• Optimist Club meets at 7 a.m. in the Howard 

College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane.
• Senior Circle meets at 10:30 a.m. at Scenic 

Mountain Medical Center for Sit and Be Fit Chair 
Aerobics. Those 50 years and older are invited to 
attend. Call 268-4721.

• Senior Circle meets at 11 a.m. at Scenic Mountain 
Medical Center classroom for Stretch and Tone. Call 
268 4721.

• Downtown Lions Club meets at noon at the 
Howard College Cactus Room.

• Line dancing begins at 1 p.m. at the Spring City 
Senior Citizen’s Center in the Industrial Park. Call 
267-6966 or 267-1628.

• Duplicate Bridge Club meets at 1 p.m. in the Big 
Spring Country Ciub.

• Eagles Lodge Ladies Auxiliary meets at 7 p.m. in 
the Eagies Lodge, 703 W. Third.

THURSDAY
• Gideon International Big Spring Camp U42060 

meets at 7 a.m. in Herman’s Restaurant.
• Coffee Club meets at 10 a.m. in Gale’s Sweet 

Shoppe.
• Kiwanis Club meets at noon in the Howard 

College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane. Call 267- 
6479.

• Citizen’s Police Academy Alumni Association 
meets at 5:30 p.m. in the RSVP office at 501 Runnels.

• American Legion Post 506 meets at 6 p.m. Call 
263-2084 for more information.

• Festival o f Lights opens at Comanche Trail Park.
• Rackley-Swords 379, Vietnam Veterans of 

America meets at 7 p.m. in the Sparenburg Building, 
309 S. Main St.

• Big Spring Masonic Lodge No. 1340 meets at 7:30 
p.m, at 2101 Lancaster.

FRIDAY
• Signal Mountain Quilting Guild meets from 9 

a.m. until about 3 p.m. at 1019 Nolan St. Call 267-1037 
or 267-7281 for more information.

• Spring Tabernacle Church 10th annual toy give­
away begins at 10 a.m. in the church sanctuary, 1209 
Wright St.

• AMBUCS meet at noon in La Posada Restaurant.
• Greater Big Spring Rotary Club meets at noon in 

the Howard College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell 
Lane.

• Spring City Senior Citizen’s Center country and 
western dance from 7:30 p.m. until 10:30 p.m. featur­
ing Monroe Casey and the Prowlers. A ll area seniors 
are invited.

Weather
Tonight—Partly cloudy. Lows in the lower 40s. 

Southwest winds around 15 mph.
Wednesday—Mostly sunny. Cooler. Highs in the mid 

50s. North winds 10 to 15 mph.
Wednesday night—Mostly clear. Colder. Lows in the 

upper 20s. Northeast winds around 10 mph in the 
evening becoming light and variable.

Thursday—Partly cloudy. Highs in the mid 50s. 
Light and variable winds.

Thursday night—Partly cloudy. Lows in the upper 20s.
Friday—Partly cloudy with isolated showers. Highs 

in the upper 40s. The chance of rain is 20 percent.
Friday night—Mostly cloudy with isolated showers 

and snow showers. Lows in the lower 30s. The chance 
of precipitation is 20 percent.

Lottery
Results of the Cash 5 drawing Monday night: 
Winning numbers drawn: 7-9-21-25-37. 
Number matching five of five: none.
Next Cash 5 drawing: Tuesday night.

Results of the Texas Two Step drawing Monday 
night:

Winning numbers drawn: 3-8-14-19. Bonus Ball: 18. 
Number matching four of four, plus Bonus Ball: 

none.
Estimated jackpot for Thursday night drawing: 

$225,000.

The winning Pick 3 numbers drawn Monday night 
by the Texas Lottery, in order: 8-4-3
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REBATES
Continued from Page lA

Abilene, comparing December 
2005 rates o f $2,166,189.97 to 
December 2004 rates of 
$1,944,803.16. Fok- the year, 
Abilene received $29,169,018.14, 
up 8.57 percent.

Andrews approved a signifi­
cant sales tax increase in 
November — from 1 cent to 1.75 
cents. As a result, the city’s 
rebates for this month went 
through the roof. The commu­
nity received $137,358.72 this 
month compared to $66,083 for 
December 2004, an increase of 
107.85 percent. For the year, 
Andrews collected $1,086,434.97,. 
up 23.66 percent.

The Texas state sales and use 
tax rate is 6.25 percent, but 
local taxing jurisdictions 
(cities, counties, special pur­

pose districts and/ transit 
authorities) may also impose 
sales and use tax up to 2 per­
cent for a total maximum com­
bined rate of 8.25 percent.

Colorado ' City collected 
$32,604.08 for ^)ecember 2005. 
That’s a 39.17 percent increase 
when compared to the 
$23,425.93 the Mitchell County 
seat collected in December 2004. < 
For the year, Colorado City col­
lected $444,908.83, up 4.2 per­
cent.

Fort Stockton collected 
$140,952.03 this month, a 20.43 
percent increase over the 
$117,032.78 taken in during 
December 2004. For the year. 
Fort Stockton received 
$1,532,916.05, up 7.18 percent.

Kermit brought in $35,699.83. 
That’s a 29.69 percent increase 
compared to $27,526.54 a year 
ago. For the year, Kermit 
received $359,311.64, up 8.62 per­

cent.
Lamesa took in $64,481.53 this 

month, an increase o f 15.65 per­
cent when compared to the 
$55,754.75 received in December 
o f 2004. For the year, the 
Dawson County seat received 
$909,325.79, up 7.79 percent.

Lubbock, which raised its 
sales tax a year ago in 
November, finally began to see 
a leveling of rates this month. 
The city received $3,089,887.25, 
compared to $2,787,210.43 in 
December 2004, a 10.85 percent 
increase. For the year, Lubbock 
took in $41,014,970.66, an 
increase of 34.98 percent.

Midland collected
$1,904,775.53 this month, up 
13.05 percent compared to the 
$1,684,879.95 banked a year ago. 
For the year. Midland received 
$24,389,436.46, up 11.81 percent.

Monahans witnessed rebates 
go up 41.8 percent, comparing

this month’s collections o f 
$101,877.44 to December 2004’s 
$71,841.22. For the 12 months of 
2005, Monahans received 
$1,034,177.22, an increase of 
11.91 percent.
/Odessa received $1,366,886.58 
this month, a 24.49 percent 
increase when compared to the 
$1,097,980.10 received in 
December 2004. For the year, 
Odessa took in $16,936,118.37, 
up 11.09 percent.

Pecos collected $68,341.81 this 
month, 30.43 percent more than 
the $52,396.33 received in 
December 2004. For the year, 
Pecos collected $877,988.96, up 
10.4 percent.

San Angelo brought in 
$1,229,653.61 in the year’s 12th 
month, up 15.17 percent when 
compared to the $1,067,671.12 
received in December 2004. For 
the year, the Tom Green county 
seat collected $15,397,136.49, up

6.29 percent.
Snyder deposited $139,952.25 

this month, up 22.02 percent 
when compared to the 
$114,687.62 the Scurry County 
seat received in December 2004. 
For the year, Snyder took in 
$1,772,620.53, up 4.21 percent.

Stanton, which raised its tax 
from 1 cent to 1.75 cents in 
December 2004, closed out the 
year with $152,275.67 — 82.55 
percent ahead o f the previous 
year. For the month, the Martin 
County seat took in $21,112.70 
compared to $16,342.07 for 
December last year — an 
increase of 29.19 percent.

Sweetwater received
$177,097.45, a 39.67 percent hike 
when compared to the 
$126,788.28 received in 
December 2004. The Nolan 
County seat received 
$2,254,561.08 for the year, up 
15.07 percent.

BUSH
Continued from Page lA

progress report on the 
administration’s efforts to 
transform Iraq from a dic­
tatorship to a democracy.

Monday’s speech includ­
ed a new twist: For the 
first time in months. 
Bush took questions from 
an audience that wasn’t 
stacked with supporters. 
Although the crowd in 
Philadelphia’s Park Hyatt 
Hotel seemed generally 
supportive, there were 
some dissenters among 
the several hundred lun­
cheon guests.

Faeze Woodville, an 
Iranian-American from 
the Philadelphia suburbs, 
won scattered applause 
when she asked Bush 
why he and other admin­
istration officials “ keep 
linking 9-11 to the inva­
sion of Iraq.”

Bush has acknowledged 
that there’s no direct link 
between Iraq and the ter­

rorist attacks on Sept. 11, 2001, but he and other top 
officials often spoke about 
9-11 in presenting the case 
for war with Iraq.

Bush told Woodville 
that the 2001 attacks 
changed his approach to 
foreign policy.

“ It said that oceans no 
longer protect us, that we 
can’t take threats for 
granted; that if we see a 
threat, we’ve got to deal 
with it,” he said. “ I made 
a tough decision. And 
knowing what I know 
today. I ’d make the deci­
sion again.”

The applause for Bush’s 
response was far louder 
than the applause for 
Woodville’s question, but 
she felt the answer fell 
short.

“He didn’t answer it. I 
didn’t expect that he 
would,” she said later.

In his speech, the presi­
dent accused Iran and 
Syria of trying to thwart 
the transition.

Bush said Iran "is 
actively working to

undermine a free Iraq” by 
meddling in Iraqi affairs. 
Many of Iraq’s leading 
Shiite Muslims, the domi­
nant sect in both coun­
tries, have close ties to 
Iran.

“ Iran doesn’t want 
democracy in Iraq to suc­
ceed because a free Iraq 
threatens the legitimacy 
of Iran’s oppressive theoc­
racy,” he said. “ Iraq’s 
neighbor to the west, 
Syria, is permitting ter­
rorists to use that territo­
ry to cross into Iraq.”

Bush’s generally upbeat 
assessment of Iraqi poli­
tics was the third in a 
series of speeches intend­
ed to shore up support for 
the war. His previous 
remarks dealt with secu­
rity issues and Iraq’s eco­
nomic reconstruction. He 
will deliver a fourth and 
final pre-Iraq election 
address Wednesday.

Bush listed four big 
challenges for Iraq after 
the election: quelling the 
insurgency, forming a 
government acceptable to

all of Iraq’s ethnic groups, 
establishing the rule of 
law and resisting med­
dling by its neighbors.

He cited the recent dis­
covery of what appear to 
be government-sponsored 
torture chambers as an 
example of the rifts in 
Iraqi society. The interro­
gation centers, run by the 
Iraqi Interior Ministry 
with help from Shiite 
militias, seemed to target 
Sunni Arabs.

“ Iraqis still have to 
overcome longstanding 
ethnic and religious ten­
sions, and the legacy of 
three decades of dictator­
ship,” Bush said. “ I know 
some fear the possibility 
that Iraq could break 
apart and fall into a civil 
war. i don’t believe these 
fears are justified.”

Bush also took issue 
with critics who say that 
Iraq’s history and ethnic 
makeup make it an 
unlikely candidate for a 
swift transition to democ­
racy.

“ It is hard work. There’s

a lot of resentment and 
anger and bitterness. But 
I believe it’s going to hap­
pen. And the only way it 
won’t happen is i f  we 
leave, i f  we lose our 
nerve, if  we allow the ter­
rorists to achieve their 
objective,” he said.

He accused his critics of 
assuming that a with­
drawal from Iraq would 
pacify the Iraqi insur­
gents and foreign terror­
ists who have infiltrated 
the country.

“That’s not reality,” 
Bush said. “And my job 
as the president is to see 
the world the way it is, 
not the way we hope it 
is.”

In related developments, 
a consortium of Western 
news organizations, 
including ABC and Time 
magazine, found in a new 
poll of 1,711 Iraqis that 
three-quarters o f Iraqis 
voice confidence in the 
elections and that 70 per­
cent — including most 
people in Shiite and 
Sunni areas — want Iraq

to remain a unified coun­
try.

In addition, 69 percent 
expect things to improve 
over the next year — 
though Iraqis in Sunni- 
dominated provinces are 
far less optimistic.

But two-thirds of Iraqis 
said they oppose the pres­
ence of U.S. and coalition 
troops — 14 percentage 
points higher than in 
February 2004 — and 
nearly 60 percent disap­
prove of how the United 
States has acted in Iraq. 
Nearly half want U.S. 
forces to leave soon. The 
poll was taken between 
Oct. 8 and Nov. 22 and 
had an error margin of 2.5 
percentage points.

DISTRICTS
Continued from Page lA

siderod all the law and 
upheld the rodistricting 
plan.”

"We feel very confident 
the United States 
Supreme Court will do 
(so) also,” he said.

PlaintilTs are hoping 
otherwise

“Today’s decision to 
hear our appeal demon- 
straies that the court is 
concerned with the effect 
of the Texas congression­
al map on Latino voters,” 
said attorney Nina 
Perales of the Mexican 
American Legal Defense 
and Educational Fund

MALDEF'," representing 
the American GI Forum 
of Texas and other 
Hispanics interests, 
argued the Texas plan dis­
criminates against Latino 
voters by failing to create 
seven Latino-majority dis­
tricts in South Texas and 
by "dismantling” a West 
Texas district in which 
Hispanics previously had 
a major influence.

Democrats against the 
plan criticized what they 
said was political gerry­

mandering by
Republicans and objected 
because the plan was 
drawn mid-decade, not 
immediately after a cen­
sus year.

Once the district bound­
aries approved in 2003 
were in place. 
Republicans woa21 of the 
state’s 32 congressional 
seats in 2004, up from 15 
seats.

Like Abbott, other 
Texas Republicans 
defended the plan 
Monday as fair and legal.

“ I welcome the Supreme 
Court’s review, and I 
think they will agree that 
everything was done 
according to the law,” 
said Texas House Speaker 
Tom Craddick, a Midland 
Republican who success­
fully pressed for a 
Midland-based district in 
the new plan.

“We welcome this
review by the U.S.
Supreme Court because 
we believe the Texas
remap is constitutional, 
as lower courts and the 
U.S. Department of 
Justice affirmed,” said 
Gov. Perry. “We remain 
confident that the
Supreme Court will find

that every Texas voter 
has a voice at the ballot 
box.”

If the high court rules 
against the Texas map 
next year, there are sever­
al scenarios for what 
could then happen, those 
familiar with the case 
said.

“Typically, what would 
happen is, if the court 
were to rule against the 
state of Texas plan, over­
turn the lower court’s 
decision, it probably 
would refer it back to the 
Texas Legislature,” 
Abbott said.

The Legislature doesn’t 
meet again in a regular 
session until January 
2007 and could take the 
matter up then if the 
court throws out the cur­
rent plan. If lawmakers 
were to draw a new map 
sooner than that, it would 
have to be in a special 
session.

The next congressional 
elections after the 2007 
regular session are in 
2008.

Whatever the outcome, 
the high court’s decision 
to hear the case raises 
questions for Texas politi­
cians and voters that

won’t be answered for a 
few months.

“While this is a very 
important decision to the 
future of democracy in 
Texas and across 
America, its immediate 
effect is to create uncer­
tainty _ uncertainty as to 
what happens next,” said 
U.S. Rep. Lloyd Doggett, 
an Austin Democrat.

Doggett said in the 
meantime, he will move 
ahead with his re-election 
plans in his existing 350- 
mile-long district that

snakes from Austin to the 
Jtio Grande Valley.

The district was one 
that opponents seized on 
as an example of unfair­
ness. They argued that 
voters in South Texas 
along the U.S.-Mexico bor­
der had little in common 
with constituents in the 
capital city.

“Clearly, this
Legislature, this gover­
nor, went way off course 
and did things that had 
never been done before,” 
Doggett said.

MYERS & SMITH
FU N E R A L  HOM E  

& C H A P E L
24th & Johnson 2«7-8288

Sandra Nix died 
Saturday. Graveside 
services will be at 10:00 
AM Wednesday at 
Coahoma Cemetery. The 
family will received 
friends from 7:00 until 
9:00 PM Tuesday at 
Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home.

Richard Parnell died 
Saturday. Memorial 
Services will be at 2:00 
PM, December 29, 2(K)5, 
at Mt. Olive Memorial 
Park.

Dr. Kimberly Saenz
Pediatrician

Se habla espano l 
2301 S. Gregg St. 

(432)264-6575

BAN
Continued from Page lA

tie rockets and Roman 
candles. Ground fire­
works such as firecrack­
ers are not part of the 
ban, Lockhart said.

The han, effective
immediately, will run for 
30 days, Lockhart added.

In other business
Monday, commissioners:

• Authorized the adver­

tisement of bids for auto­
mobiles for the sheriff’s 
office and office supplies 
for various county depart­
ments.

• Approved $10,000 in 
renovations to be done at 
the county fairbarns. The 
work will be performed

by the Johnston 
Construction Group of 
Big Spring.

Contact Staff Writer 
Steve Reagan at 263-7331, 
ext. 234, or by e-mail at 
reporter@ bigspringher- 
ald.com.

Big Spring Symphony Orchestra
Presents

A Symphonic Christmas
Perform ing selections from

The Nutcracker Suite
0  Holy Night and o th er Christmas favorites  

w ith Dr. Keith Graumann, Music D irector
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Counter Tenor
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DITORI A L

O t h e r  V iews

Chief Justice 
shows his stuff

C h ie f Justice John Roberts showed dur­
ing oral arguments last week tliat he is 
as nim ble w ith an argument sitting on 
the U.S. Supreme Court as he was 

standing before it as an advocate.
A t issue was the Solomon Amendment, a fed­

era l law  that cuts o ff  federal funds to universi­
ties that bar m ilitary  recru iting on their cam­
puses.

A  group o f  law  schools (not includ irg  the 
U n iversity  o f Texas) argue that the Solomon 
Am endm ent violates their constitutional right 
to bar the recruiters, which they want to do 
because the m ilitary  rejects openly gay mem­
bers. A  low er federal court agreed with the law 
schools and the governm ent appealed to the 
Supreme Court.

The law yer for the law  schools, Joshua 
Rosenkranz, argued before the justices that the 
Solomon Am endment compelled the law schools 
to support d iscrim ination against gays, which 
they believe is im moral. But Justice Sandra Day 
O ’Connor retorted that the law schools 
rem ained free  to g ive  students their own mes­
sage that they oppose the m ilita ry ’s policy 
toward gays. “ And when they do it, your honor, 
the answer o f the students is, ‘W e don’t believe 
you,’ “  Rosenkranz said. Roberts pounced: “ The 
reason they don ’t believe you is because you’re 
w illin g  to take the money. What you ’re saying 
is this is a message we believe in strongly, but 
we don ’t be lieve in it to the detriment o f $100 
m illion .”

Elsewhere, U.S. Deputy Secretai y of State 
Robert Zoellick baffled the Chinese diplomatic 
and lingu istic establishment by his choice o f 
words in a speech to the National C.ommittee on 
U.S.-China Relations back in September.

Accord ing to the Wall Street Journal, Zoellick 
declared, “ W e need to urge China to become a 
responsible stakeholder” in the international 
scheme o f things. W ell, sir. if  that don't beat all, 
because the buzzword “ stakeholder" doesn’t 
translate into Chinese.Well, if “stakeholder ” 
threw that kind o f  monkey wrench into the 
works, we can just im agine the multiple implo 
sions a transcript o f Texas political sp' a’r.> 
would cause.

Can you im agine how long it would take 
Chinese translators to decipher the transcript o f 
an Austin C ity Council me' ting’.̂ How would 
you translate “ M ayor, members o f the council. 
I ’m here w earing two hats” ?

Does it mean the speaker has two heads? Or 
how would you translate a Texas legislator 
explanation that his bill wears “ suspenders and 
a belt” ? Does that go well w ith two liats?Austin American-Statesman

H o w  T o  C o m  \ t  i U s

The Herald is always interested in our readers opinions. 
In order that we might better serve your needs, we offer 

several ways in which you may contact us:
• In person at 710 Scurry St.
• By telephone at 263-7331
• By fax at 264 -7205
• By e-m ail Managing Editor John A Moseley at 
editor@bigspringherald.com or News Editor Bill McClellan

at newsdesk@ bigspringherald.com.
• By mail at P .O . Box 1431. Big Spring, 79721

L e t t e r  p o h c t e s

Dems have boxed themselves in
BK3
Tuei

David

Limbauch

A t the core of the
Democrats' incesswt 
carping about the War in 
Iraq Is their oft-stated 

belief that our attack on Iraq and 
our continued presence there are 
fueling the terrorist movement.

But when you hear them arguing 
the point, you can’t help coming 
away with the sense that it is not 
the terrorists’ moral outrage over 
Iraq they are concerned with, but 
their own. They just don’t dare go 
so far as to admit it.

You’ve heard them say our pres­
ence in Iraq is in c h -_____________
ing otherwise peace­
ful Muslims to don 
their suicide bomber 
belts, and, “The Iraqi 
people view us as 
occupiers, not libera­
tors.” And how about 
their enthusiasm for 
the highly dubious 
(and patently absurd) 
poll that 80 percent of 
Iraqis want us out?

Surely they know sssssssss; 
that Islamofascist ter­
rorists, who declared war on us 
years before they attacked us 
without provocation on 9/11, don’t 
need any prompting to hate us 
infidels, capitalists and cultural 
decadents.

But if we were to turn tail and 
run out of Iraq, they would hate 
us even more, because their 
hatred would be compounded by a 
profound disrespect for our weak­
ness and cowardice.

If you truly want to incite fur­
ther terrorist action against 
America, adopt the Democrats’ 
Neville Chamberlainesque 
approach to aggressive and brutal 
enemies, or emulate Bill Clinton’s 
precedent in Mogadishu.

Yet the Democrats can’t possibly 
afford to say what they really 
think. It would be politically suici­
dal for them to express sympathy 
for the terrorists’ ostensible moral 
indignation at our intervention in 
Iraq, so they couch their objec­

tions in pragmatic terms; Our 
actions are leading to the recruit­
ment o f more terrorists. But their 
own moral objections to the war 
are too overpowering for them to 
successfully mask.

Why else would they deliberately 
overlook America’s accomplish­
ments in Iraq and the historic 
progress of Iraqis toward constitu­
tional self-rule? Why would they 
nish to embrace innuendo, propa­
ganda, rumors and lies about 
American misconduct, from alle­
gations about American torture of 
terrorist detainees to those of our 
troops terrorizing Iraqi citizens? 
Why would they eagerly spread 
the lie that we’ve killed hundreds 
of thousands o f innocent Iraqis? 
Why do they downplay the atroci­
ties and oppression of Saddam’s 
reign of terror?

Indeed, if it’s America’s per­
ceived misdeeds that spawn terror­
ism, why are Democrat leaders 
devoted to destroying our image 
abroad? Why do they, against the 
advice of Sen. Joe Lieberman, 
undermine our wartime comman­
der in chief?

Whether or not Democrats like 
iE Saddam has now been deposed, 
and we have limited options going 
forward. We either withdraw 
before we’re confident the Iraqi 
forces can protect the newly 
formed government, which would 
greatly increase the likelihood 
that Iraq would turn into another 
terrorist staging center and that 
our fallen soldiers would have 
died in vain. Or we remain until 
Iraqi forces can go it alone.

As any reasonable person can 
see, we have no real choice -  
unless you disagree with our mis­
sion. We have to stay until the job 
is completed.

As for Democrats disagreeing 
with our mission, you have to 
wonder when no less than the 
recently sainted Congressman 
John Murtha said, “When you 
fight an insurgency, you have to 
win the hearts and minds o f the 
people, and we’ve lost the hearts

and minds o f the people.”
It’s pathetic that we’ve allowed 

the terrorists, malcontents and 
nihilists in Iraq to be euphemized 
as “ insurgents,” as if  any of them 
want what is best for the Iraqi 
people as a whole. It is offensive 
that we even flirt with the prepos­
terous suggestion that there is 
moral equivalence between these 
barbarians and the vast majority 
o f the Iraqi people who appear 
committed to a republican govern­
ment. And it is outrageous that 
leaders, such as Murtha, are lend­
ing credence to the idea that the 
hearts and minds o f global terror­
ists or Saddam ist rejects are 
“winnable.”

It is also pathetic that Democrats 
had to convene a closed-door meet­
ing to come up with a plan for 
Iraq. You mean they have been 
crucifying George Bush for the 
last two years over the deficien­
cies of his plan when they never 
had an earthly idea themselves as 
to what alternative they’d recom­
mend?

Yes, that’s precisely what I 
mean, and Democrat spokesman 
Howard Dean admitted as much, 
saying it is not the Democrats’ 
responsibility to come up with a 
plan.

Democrats simply have no plan 
beyond Sen. Biden’s gratuitous 
refrain, “We’ve got to train Iraqi 
soldiers faster.” Until they have 
the guts to openly admit their 
moral opposition to the mission, 
they’ll be reduced to bogus argu­
ments about terrorist recruitment, 
destructive obsessing over their 
mythical creations that Bush lied 
and tortures, or the unintelligible 
psychobabble of John Kerry call­
ing for nonspecific, specific 
timetables and the setting of 
benchmarks.

To find  out more about David 
Limbaugh, please visit his Web site 
at www.davidlimbaugh.com. And 
to read features by other Creators 
Syndicate writers and cartoonists, 
visit the Creators Syndicate Web 
page at www.creators.com.
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Are corporation rights trumping ours?
EDITOR'S NOTE- Molly Ivins is 

on vacation The following column 
was first published in June 2000.

The Herald welcomes letters to the editor,
• Limit your letters to no more than 300 words.
• Sign your letter.
• Provide a daytime telephone number, as well as a street 

address for verification purposes.
• W e  reserve the right to edit for style and clarity.
• W e  reserve the right to limit publication to one letter per 

30-day period per author.
• Letters that are unsigned or do not include a telephone 

number or address will .not be considered.
• Letters should be submitted to Editor, Big Spring Herald, 

P.O . Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721. They can also be e-
> mailed to editor@bigspringherald.com ,

A
u s t in  -  Heads up!
Your First Amendment 
right to free speech is 
being trumped by the 

rights of corporations.
Some of you may not be aware 

that corporations have First 
Amendment rights. It does seem 
sort of silly, since the Constitution 
clearly states that it is written for 
“We the people of the United 
States.” It does not say “ the people 
and the corporations 
of the United States.’

Nevertheless, cor­
porations have been 
held to be “persons” 
under the 
Constitution ever 
since a particularly 
screwy decision in 
1886 called Santa 
Clara County v.
Southern Pacific 
Railroad, a decision
that ought to be ____________
more famous and
more discussed than Roe v. Wale.

Well, it’s time to take heed, 
because those corporations — Inc., 
Corp. and Swoosh — have not 
only been granted rights, they are 
now busily taking away your 
rights just as fast as they can.

In a little-noted decision in 2000, 
the Supremes declined to limit the 
way that telephone companies can 
use information about their cus­
tomers to market new services on 
the grounds that it would infringe 
on U.S. West’s free-speech rights. 
What this means is another ero­
sion of your privacy, allowing

Molly

Ivins

phone companies to study your 
calling habits without your per­
mission.

According to the San Jose 
Mercury News, “Local phone com­
panies have vast databanks about 
each customer’s calling habits, 
including who they call, how long 
they talk and what types of 
telecommunications services they 
purchase.”

For example, when you call your 
local phone company’s customer 
service, you hear a recording 
telling you the company needs 
your permission to use your 
billing information to sell you new 
services.

The customer must then press 1 
to grant said permission. This is 
the “opt-in” system required by 
the 1996 Telecommunications Act, 
which was infamously biased in 
favor of the industry to begin 
with, and now the Supremes have 
just made it even more worthless.

U.S. West sued, saying that the 
rule violated the company’s free­
dom of speech by limiting the 
kinds of contact that the company 
could have with its customers.
And you know how your phone 
company likes to keep in touch. 
Especially during dinner.

Another corporate menace to 
free speech is the proliferating 
number of “John Doe” lawsuits 
being filed against Internet users 
who say anything critical about a 
corporation. On message boards 
run by Yahoo, Raging Bull, Silicon 
Investor and America Online, 
intrepid citizens make observa­
tions ranging from “This company 
stinks” to “Sell now! They just lost 
their biggest contract.” Naturally, 
the companies are furious and file

these John Doe suits to find out 
who posted the messages.

Heaven forbid that you should 
have a right to say anything nega­
tive about dear old Inter-Global 
Mega-Universal Widget. Some Net 
users are suing back to halt the 
corporate lawsuits aimed at uncov­
ering their identities.

The Supremes’ worst decision in 
this vein, in my opinion, is still 
the 1976 Buckley v. Valeo stinker 
that held that money is free 
speech in politics — hence, any 
attempt to control money in poli­
tics is a violation of free speech. 
Happily, the court did rule recent­
ly that a Missouri law limiting the 
contributions that individuals can 
give to a political candidate dur­
ing a single election campaign is 
constitutional.

As author Scott Turow writes, 
every citizen has opinions of polit­
ical matters. Few have money to 
promote their beliefs. As long as 
politicians must approach the 
well-to-do on bended knee to 
secure their chances for election, 
it is inevitable that the concerns 
o f that narrow segment of society 
will have a disproportionate influ­
ence on national policy.

Duh. Just remember — as 
Milton Friedman, The Man him­
self, said: The only social responsi­
bility o f corporations is to 
increase profits.

To find  out more about Molly 
Ivins and read features by other 
Creators Syndicate writers and car­
toonists, visit the Creators 
Syndicate web page at www.cre- 
ators.com.

IWc
Wi 

havi 
Hur 
eflts 
Agei 

Mi 
Suzt 
Mon 
clai] U.! 
tenc 
in fe Th 
Mar 
the ’

Tow
stru

AR 
Strui 
trad 

Wa 
beca 
Safei 
the s 

Th 
sprei 

Tu 
was 
offic 
f iv e ' 
town 

Tu: 
that 
and i 

“ T1 
ing, 
onto 
she s

Han
airpi

AR 
eral 
Arlit 
nigh 

Thi 
befoi 
bla^E 

“Bt 
outsi 
sain 
Star- 

Thi 
burn 

Thi 
by sr 

Fir 
caus( 

Thi 
fliers

Stai
pen
Mcc

COPYRIGHT 2005 CREA TORS 
SYNDICATE, INC.

mailto:editor@bigspringherald.com
mailto:newsdesk@bigspringherald.com
http://www.davidlimbaugh.com
http://www.creators.com
mailto:editor@bigspringherald.com
http://www.cre-ators.com
http://www.cre-ators.com


Herald
3 ,2 0 0 5 Bn Sprmq Herald

Tuesday, December 13 ,2005

lUowed 
s and 
hemized 
of them 
Iraqi 
'ensive 
i prepos- 
>re is 
n these 
iJUority 
>pear 1 govern- 
s that 
are lend- 
hat the 
il terror- 
jre

emocrats 
oor meet- 
n for 
■ been 
)r the 
ficien- 
r never 
selves as 
recom­

at I
esman 
much, 

:rats’ 
with a

no plan 
itous 
nIraqi 
/ have 
heir 
ission, 
s argu- 
uitment, 
* their 
Lish lied 
alligible 
ry call- 
ic 
of

^avid 
Web site 

m. And 
reators 
oonists, 
e Web

□me: 263- 
’onderosa  1.

/ Ia y o r  —  

7: Work 
isurance):

—  Home: 
(Greg's

Jumper —

id out

hould 
ng nega- 
Hobal 
ome Net 
lit the 
at uncov-

:ision in 
is still 
stinker

any 
in poli- 
peech. 
j recent- 
iting the 
uals can 
te dur- 
aign is

rrites, 
of polit- 

iney to 
ong as 
the 
to
lection, 
icerns 
society 
te influ-

is
a him- 
responsi-

lolly 
other 
and car-

v.cre-

S tate / N a t io n

briefs
TWO plead guilty in FEMA fraud trial

WACO (AP) — Two McLennan County women 
have pleaded guilty ‘to falsely claiming to be 
Hurricane Katrina victims and trying to collect ben­
efits from the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency.

Michelle Lynn Goodwin, 27, of Moody, and Kelly 
Suzanne Oliver, 32, of Waco, each pleaded guilty 
Monday to flling a false, fictitious or fraudulent 
claim in separate incidents.

U.S. District Judge Walter S. Smith Jr. will sen­
tence them Feb. 8. Both women face up to five .years 
in federal prison and fines up to $250,(K)0.

The same charge is pending against George 
Marrero, who prosecutors say worked with Oliver at 
the Waco Humane Society.

Officials investigating death 
of student in frat house

AUSTIN (AP ) — University o f Texas officials are 
investigating after a student was found dead at a fra­
ternity house over the weekend.

University officials on Monday also said that they 
have temporarily suspended the house.

The body o f Phanta Jack Phoummarath, an 18-year- 
old freshman pre-computer science major from 
Houston, was discovered Saturday at the Lambda 
Phi Epsilon house, just west of campus.

“We want a thorough investigation,” said his 
brother, John Phoummarath of Houston. “We just 
want answers.”

Officials with the Travis County medical examin­
er’s office said they are awaiting results of toxicolo­
gy tests before determining how Phoummarath died.

UT Dean o f Students Teresa Graham Brett said the 
university has told the fraternity about its investiga­
tion and the suspension, which will affect the frater­
nity’s use of university facilities but does not require 
the group to move out of the house.

Town’s school board president 
struck by train, kilied

ARP (AP ) — The president of the school board was 
Struck by a train and killed while walking across the 
tracks on Monday afternoon.

Wayne Roberts, 71, frequently walked around town 
because he could not drive, said Texas Department of 
Safety Trooper Tracey Tullis. Roberts had served on 
the school board since 1968.

The town’s businesses closed as news of the death 
spread.

Tullis said Roberts left his home, where his wife 
was wrapping Christmas presents, to go to the post 
office. He was struck by a Southern Pacific locomo­
tive when he crossed the tracks while walking on the 
town’s Main Street.

Tullis said in Tuesday’s Tyler Morning Telegraph 
that Roberts had cataract surgery Monday morning 
and also didn’t hear well.

“The train track arms were down and lights flash­
ing, but thq engineer said he (Roberts) stepped out 
onto the tracks from behind a clump of small trees,” 
she said.

Hangar burns at Arlington 
airport, destroying planes

ARLINGTON (AP ) — At least nine planes and sev­
eral cars were destroyed when a hangar at the 
Arlington Municipal Airport caught fire Monday 
night, officials said.

The fire may have been burning for some time 
before firefighters at the airport station noticed the 
bla2e, said Battalion Chief David Stapp.

“By the time anyone would have seen it from the 
outside, it would have been pretty severe,” Stapp 
sain in Monday’s online editions of the Fort Worth 
Star-Telegram.

There were no injuries reported in the fire which 
burned through nine hangar stalls.

The building’s 11 other hangar stalls were damaged 
by smoke, Stapp said.

Fire investigators were working to determine the 
cause of the fire.

The hangars are owned by the city and rented to 
fliers by the month, airport manager Bob Porter said.

Gang founder executed after appeals fail
SAN QUENTIN. Calif. 

(AP ) — Convicted killer 
Stanley Tookie Williams, 
the Crips gang co-founder 
whose case stirred a 
national debate about cap­
ital punishment versus 
the possibility of redemp­
tion, was executed early 
Tuesday.

Williams, 51, died at 
12:35 a.m. Officials at San 
Quentin State Prison 
seemed to have trouble 
injecting the lethal mix­
ture into his muscular 
arm. As they struggled to 
find a vein, Williams 
looked up repeatedly and 
appeared frustrated, shak­
ing his head at supporters 
and other witnesses.

“You doing that right?” 
it sounded as if  he asked 
one of the men with a nee­
dle.

After he was declared 
dead, his support is 
shouted in unison: “The 
state of California just 
killed an innocent man,” 
as they walked out of the 
chamber.

The case became the 
state’s highest-profile exe­
cution in decades.

Hollywood stars and capi­
tal punishment foes 
argued that l^ lia m s ' 
sentence should be com-i 
muted to life in prison 
because he had made 
amends by writing chil­
dren’s books about the 
dangers of gangs and vio­
lence.

In the days leading up 
to the execution, state and 
federal courts refused to 
reopen his case. Monday, 
Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger denied 
Williams’ request for 
clemency, suggesting that 
his supposed change of 
heart was not genuine 
because he had not shown 
any real remorse for the 
killings committed by the 
Crips.

“ Is Williams’ redemp­
tion complete and sin­
cere, or is it just a hollow 
promise?” Schwarzene­
gger wrote. “Without an 
apology and atonement 
for these senseless and 
brutal killings, there can 
be no redemption.”

Williams was con­
demned in 1981 for gun­
ning down convenience

store clerk Albert Owens, 
26, at a 7-Eleven in 
Whittier and killing Yen-I 
Yang, 76, Tsai-Shai Chen 
Yang, 63, and the couple’s 
daughter Yu-Chin Yang 
Lin, 43, at the Los Angeles 
motel they owned. 
Williams claimed he was 
innocent.

Witnesses at the trial 
said he boasted about the 
killings, stating “You 
should have heard the 
way he sounded when 1 
shot him.” Williams then 
made a growling noise 
and laughed for five to six 
minutes, according to the 
transcript that the gover­
nor referenced in his 
denial of clemency.

Lora Owens, Owens’ 
stepmother, watched Will­
iams die. In the days 
before the execution, she 
was one of the outspoken 
advocates who believed 
the execution should go 
forward. She said her 
stepson was shot in the 
back, though he begged 
Williams for bis life.

“ I believe it was a just 
punishment long over­
due,” she told ABC’s

“Good Morning Am eri­
ca.”

About 1,000 death penal­
ty opponents and a-few 
death penalty supporters 
gathered outside the 
prison to await the execu­
tion. Singer Joan Baez, 
MASH actor Mike Farrell 
and the Rev. Jesse 
Jackson were among the 
celebrities who protested 
the execution.

“Tonight is planned, 
efficient, calculated, anti­
septic, cold-blooded mur­
der and I think everyone 
who is here is here to try 
to enlist the morality and 
soul of this country,” said 
Baez, who sang “Swing 
Low, Sweet Chariot.”

A contingent o f 40 peo­
ple who had walked the 
approximately 25 miles 
from San Francisco held 
signs calling for an end to 
“state-sponsored mur­
der.” But others, includ­
ing Debbie Lynch, 52, of 
Milpitas, said they want­
ed to honor the victims.

“ If he admitted to it, the 
governor might have had 
a reason to spare his life,” 
Lynch said.

‘Brokeback Mountain’ leads nominees
BEVERLY HILLS, Calif. 

(A P ) — The cowboy 
romance “Brokeback 
Mountain” positioned 
itself as a key Oscar com­
petitor Tuesday,roping in 
seven Golden Globe nomi­
nations, including best 
dramatic picture and hon­
ors for actor Heath 
Ledger and director Ang 
Lee.

Other best drama pic­
ture contenders were the 
murder thriller “The 
Constant Gardener,” the 
Edward R. Murrow tale 
“Good Night, and Good 
Luck,” the mobster story 
“A History of Violence,” 
and the infidelity drama 
“Match Point.”

The Globes have a sepa­
rate category for musical 
or comedy films. 
Nominated there were the 
theater tale “Mrs. 
Henderson Presents,” the 
Jane Austen costume 
pageant^ “Pride & 
Prejudice,” the Broadway 
musical “The Producers,” 
the divorce story “The 
Squid and the Whale,” 
and the Johnny Cash film 
biography “Walk the 
Line.”

Along with Ledger, who 
plays a family man con­
cealing a homosexual 
affair from his family, 
best dramatic actor nomi­
nees included three 
actors playing real-life 
figures: Russell Crowe as 
Depression-era boxer lim 
Braddock in “Cinderella 
Man,” Philip Seymour 
Hoffman as author 
Truman Capote in
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“Capote,” and David 
Strathairn as newsman 
Murrow in “Good Night, 
and Good Luck.” The fifth

nominee was Terrence 
Howard as a small-time 
pimp-turned-rap singer in 
“Hustle & Flow.”
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Sunni candidate kiiied on iast day of>campaigning
By PATRICK QUINN
Associated Press Writer

BAGHDAD, Iraq (AP ) -  
Gunmen killed a Sunni 
Arab candidate for parlia­
ment and militants tried 
to blow up a lead ing ' 
Shiite politician in sepa­
rate attacks Tuesday, the 
last day of campaigning 
for Iraq’s election.

More than 1,000 Sunni 
clerics issued a religious 
edict, or a fatwa, urging 
Sunni Arabs to vote in 
Thursday’s balloting.

A ll al-Lami, executive 
director o f the Iraqi 
Electoral Commission, 
appealed for peace when 
about 15 million people 
w ill be called on to vote in 
more than 6,200 polling 
stations.

Insurgent groups also 
have in recent days 
backed way from the 
threats they used to keep 
Sunni Arabs away from 
previous elections.

The militant Islamic 
Army in Iraq told its 
fighters not to attack 
polling stations during 
the elections to avoid 
killing civilians, accord­
ing to a statement pub­
lished Tuesday in the 
group’s name on the 
Internet.

Early voting proceeded 
without problems
Monday for Iraqi security 
forces, hospital patients 
and prisoners, al-Lami 
said. Balloting for Iraqis 
who live abroad opened

Tuesday, and began in 
Australia, where up to 20,000 registered Iraqi vot­
ers live. They are part of 
a group o f 1.5 million vot­
ers living outside Iraq 
who w ill cast ballots at 
polling centers in 15 coun­
tries, including the 
U n it^  States, Canada and 
the Netherlands.

Gunmen in the insur­
gent stronghold of 
Ramadi, west o f Baghdad, 
killed Sunni Arab candi­
date Mezher al-Dulaimi 
while he was filling up 
his car at a gas station.

A  roadside bomb target­
ed the convoy of Sheik 
Jalal Eddin al-Sagheer, a 
Shiite member o f the 
National Assembly who 
was elected with the gov­
erning United Iraqi 
Alliance. The Iraqi army 
said the explosion in 
Latifiyah, about 20 miles 
south of Baghdad, dam­
aged one of the vehicles.

Police said a roadside 
bomb intended for one of 
their patrols in the cen­
tral city o f Samarra 
missed, instead killing a 
child.

Deputy Prime Minister 
Ahmad Chalabi held a 
pre-election rally in the 
southern city of Basra for 
about 1,000 supporters, 
while former Prime 
Minister Ayad Allawi 
hosted a gathering in 
Baghdad. No campaign­
ing is allowed Wednesday 
to give Iraqis time to

reflect ahead o i  the vote. 
Abdul-Aziz al-Hakim,

Elder o f the Supreme 
uncil for the Islamic 
volution in Iraq, told 
about 1,000 tribal leaders 

who gathered in 
Baghdad’s Jadriyah 
neighborhood that the 
m ilitary wing o f his 
group — the Badr Brigade 
— was ready to help with 
election security.

“ I declare that the Badr 
Organization is ready to 
mobilize 200,000 o f its 
men in all parts o f Iraq so 
that they can play a role 
in defending Iraqi and 
Iraqis,” said the black-tur- 
baned cleric, who is head­
ing the strong Shiite 
United Iraqi Alliance 
slate.

President Bush offered 
encouraging words from 
Washington to Iraqi vot­
ers but cautioned that the 
parliamentary elections 
“won’t be perfect.”

“ Iraqis still have more 
difficult work ahead, and 
our coalition and a new 
Iraqi government will 
face many challenges,” 
Bush said Monday in a 
speech in Philadelphia.

Sheik Ahmed Abdul 
Ghafour al-Samaraie, who 
heads the Sunni 
Endowment, the govern­
ment agency in charge of 
the maintaining Sunni 
mosques and shrines, 
said Iraqis have the right 
to choose the candidates 
they want.

KRT p(iota/T*ch S(L Andy Dwiaway
An Iraqi army soldier shows his inked finger after voting in ifayji, Iraq, December 1 2 , 200 5 . 
On Dec. 15, Iraqi citizens wiil eiect their first permanent parliamentary government, which 
will lead the new democracy for the next four years. Iraqi security forces vote early so that 
they can provide security during the general election.

Mistrial declared in Merck’s federal Vioxx trial
By KRISTEN HAYS
AP Business Writer

HOUSTON (A P ) -  A 
jury’s inability to reach a 
unanimous verdict in the 
nation’s first federal 
Vioxx trial after more 
than 18 hours of delibera­
tions prompted a judge to 
declare a mistrial and 
aim for second try.

The nine-member panel 
was about 20 minutes into 
its fourth day of delibera­
tions Monday when U.S. 
District Judge Eldon 
Fallon called jurors to the 
courtroom and reminded 
them they had agreed 
Saturday to reach a ver­
dict in a “ reasonable 
time.” '

“ It has now been a rea­
sonable time. We cannot 
get a verdict," Fallon 
said, declaring a mistrial. 
Federal litigation
requires a unanimous 
verdict.

Fallon said the case 
involving the 2001 death 
o f a Florida man who took

the once-popular
painkiller for a month 
will be retried, and he 
would confer with attor­
neys next week to set a 
date. »

The mistrial leaves 
Vioxx’s maker Merck & 
Co. with the prospect of 
facing a new jury that 
could hear allegations 
that the company with­
held information from the 
New England Journal o f 
Medicine about a 2000 
Vioxx study so the drug 
would appear safer than it 
was.

Merck shares fell almost 
3 percent as the trial’s 
outcome shook investors 
worried about the compa­
ny’s liability in the thou­
sands of pending Vioxx 
cases.

Two jurors who voted in 
favor of the drugmaker 
told The Associated Press 
that only one of the nine 
refused to absolve Merck 
of liability.

One of the jurors.

Amanda Toungate, said 
she didn’t believe the 
drug caused Richard 
“Dicky” Irvin ’s deaths 
She also said Merck 
should have done a better 
job telling patients about 
Vioxx’s risks.

“He had too many other 
risk factors,” said 
Toungate.

Merck lead attorney 
Phil Beck said that he 
could not confirm the 8-1 
jury split because the 
judge instructed lawyers 
not to contact the jurors.

“ If it is accurate, it’s 
very gratifying; 8-to-l is 
good enough to win in 
almost every state court 
in the country, including 
Texas. But in the federal 
system you need to win 9- 0 and hopefully next time 
we’ll get all nine votes,” 
he told the Associated 
Press.

About 20 million people 
took Vioxx before Merck 
withdrew what had 
become a $2.5 billion sell­

er from the market last 
year when a separate, 
longer-term study showed 
it could double risk of 
heart attack or stroke if 
taken for 18 months or 
longer.

“You can’t lie to people 
lik e  the New England 
'Journal of Medicine and 
get away with it,” said 
plaintiffs lawyer Jere 
Beasley. “ We look for­
ward to the next trial.”

Dr. Steve Mimed
• Kestylane Fillers n 
For Wrinkles & l.ip Augmentation ^

• Hotox • Mesothcrapy "
• TCA Chemical Peel & Weight 
liOss Plan • Hair Kegrowth

Klassic Kleaners 
, IIMYSEIVICE
I “ In By 9 Out By 4”

Hours: 7:00 AM -6:30 P M  M -F

2107S.6raH 281-1IM

/ n / ti.

Buffet? Days A Week
Lunch 11:00 - 2:00 
Evening 5:00 - 9:00

263-1M 11702 Gragg

B IG  S P R IN G  H E A R S
Thanks to my friends at Livingston Hearing Centers -  Kurt Kiser

Help Make a Child’s 
Christmas Merrier...

Donate a new toy

r> OPINHOUSlSS
mUSDAY @ UVIHeSTOH
FREE No-Obligation Hearing Check-Ups
Introducing Qualilone's Intelligent Directional Hearing Aids!

Let Us Check Your Ears -  It May Be Wax!
If you hear...but cannot understand conversation...

If you have trouble hearing in noisy places...
If others seem to be mumbling...

to the annual
S iL i Salvation Army 

Toy Drive

TECHNOLOGY Directional Hearing
|L AUl Increases Users’

Satisfaction in J\oise

Just bring a new, unwrapped toy to th e ^  
Big Spring Herald office at 710 Scurry
before 5 p.m., Thurs., Dec. 15

:» i Toys w ill be give to  th e  Salvation Arm y fo r 
distribution before Christmas

Sponsored by th e  Salvation Army, 
th e  Big Spring Herald and KBYG

BIG
SPRING H E R A L D

710 Scurry, Big Spring 
432-263-7331

Hear the new Qualitonr Dirrclumal 
Hrannf^ Trchfiofô  • a f00% 
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Do you have an interesting sports item or 
story idea? Call Troy Hyde at 263-7331, 
Ext. 237. Email results to; 
sports@bigspringherald.com
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II Rangers settle for Padilla from Philadelphia

^ ts^ea r.
Cost is $25 per 

||]^ugh Dec. 17., 
iate;^ registration 
’6ccur until Dec. 

21 for $35. Late regis­
tration players will be 
placed on teams 
a ^ r d in g  to the estab­
lished team placement 
gtddelines.
^ For more informa­
tion. contact Cindy 
Smith at 394-4203.

Van^ Oundy resigns, 
Riley takes over as 
Heat head coach

M IAM I (A P ) -  Pat 
R iley is again the 
coach o f the Miami 
Heat, replacing Stan 
Van, Gundy following 
his resignation for 
family reasons.

Riley, whom Van 
Gundy succeeded on 
the bench shortly 
before the 2003-04 sea- 

)n, ^ ^ 1  make his. 
iebulMwesday- night 

{when Miami opent a 
four-game road trip in 
Chicago.

Riley, the team pres­
ident, coached the 
temn from 1995-03 
after winning four 

-titles with the Los 
Angeles Lakers and a 
stint with the New 

. York Knicks.

. 4ftest seeks trade
out of Indiana
i  T N D IA N A P O L IS  
(A P ) — Ron Artest’s 
days with the Indiana 
Pacers appear to be 
over.

Artest, suspended 
most of last season for 
his role in one o f the 
worst brawls in 
American sports, said 
over the weekend that 
he wants out, his past 
haunts him in 
Indianapolis and the 
team would be better 
o ff without him.

Team president and 
ch ie f executive 
Donnie Walsh said he 
 ̂didn’t like Artest tak­
ing the issue to the 

^ e d ia  first, but he 
would try to work out 
a trade.

/ ^ r  the NBA sus­
pended him for trig- 

(jgedng brawl with' 
lliains Jn Pettnlf, Artest 
blissed 73 games and 
ib e  playoffs.
-k-'V

agrees to
___ ,< ^ r tfea/
with $an Francisco

FRANCISCO 
^R ight-hander 

: M oftls  agreed to ! 
d tlpffP'year contract^

_  j i # , ; Giante,

l'4-io
a iC l l  ERA last
„  ..# 1 1

for The Ca^intds. But 
,̂ St. iioah rii t** ‘t pursue
b i f o l^ ih a s a iM  '

By STEPHEN HAWKINS
AP Sports W riter

ARLINGTON -
Spurned in their pursuit 
o f Matt Morris and Josh 
Beckett. the Texas 
Rangers got former All- 
Star right-hander Vicente 
Padilla from the Phillies 
Monday for a player to be 
named.

Padilla was 9-12 with a 
4.71 ERA in 27 starts last 
season in Philadelphia. 
He was traded July 26, 2000, from Arizona to the 
Phillies along with three

Rockets 
fined for 
road trip 
to Vegas

HOUSTON (AP ) -  The 
Houston Rockets have 
been fined by the NBA 
for a trip to Las Vegas 
last week.

League spokesman Tim 
Frank declined to dis­
close the amount of the 
fine, saying it is an inter­
nal matter.

“They took them to Las 
Vegas in the middle o f a 
road trip, and that’s 
against salary cap rules,” 
Frank said Monday 
night.

Rockets general manag­
er Carroll Dawson told 
Houston television sta­
tion KRIV that he under­
stands that the Rockets 
violated the rules and 
expects to find out the 
details Tuesday.

Dawson did not imme­
diately return a message 
from The Associated 
Press on Monday night.

Frank said that, under 
the rules, teams are pro­
hibited to provide any 
benefits or compensation 
to players that are not 
included in their con­
tracts.

Houston opened a six- 
game, 11-day trip on 
Thursday against
Sacramento, winning 106- 
95. They beat the 
Portland Trail Blazers 100-86 Sunday night.

other players for pitcher 
Curt Schilling. Padilla 
made $3.2 million last 
year, and is eligible for 
salary arbitration.

Padilla was an All-Star 
in 2002, when he was 14-11 
with a 3.28 ERA, and he 
followed that by going 14- 
12 with a 3.62 ERA in 
2003. He is just 16-19 over 
the past two seasons, 
missing more than two 
months in 2004 because of 
right elbow tendinitis.

“He is a youthful start­
ing pitcher with an excel­

lent track record that 
includes an All-Star selec­
tion, and will bolster our 
starting rotation,”
Rangers general manager 
Jon Daniels said.

Morris turned down a 
$25 million, three-year 
offer from the Rangers, 
and the free agent instead 
agreed to a three-year 
deal Monday with the San 
Francisco Giants. The 
Rangers were willing to 
trade All-Star third base- 
man Hank Blalock to get 
Beckett, but the Marlins

last month traded Beckett 
to Boston.

After the Rangers cut 
ties with 41-year-old All- 
Star left-hander Kenny 
Rogers, the only return­
ing starting pitchers for 
Texas were rookies last 
season. Chris Young was 
12-7 with a 4.26 ERA in 31 
starts, while Kameron 
Loe (9-6, 3.42 ERA in 48 
games/eight starts) and 
Juan Dominguez (4-6, 4.22 
in 22 games/10 starts) fin­
ished the season in the 
rotation.
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KRT photo Rich Addlcki, Atlanta JoumakConstRutlon
Atlanta’s Michael Vick scrambles against New Orleans in the first half Monday. The 
Falcons defeated the Saints and Vick scored three touchdowns in the game.

Bryant’s 43 points, late 3-pointer sinks Mavs
• Webber’s monster 
game sends Sixers 
past red-hot Wolves
By JAIM E ARON________
AP S po rts  W riter

DALLAS — Lamar 
Odom has a pretty good 
theory on why Kobe 
Bryant shoots so much.

“ It’s hard not to shoot 
the ball when you can 
make shots from every­
where,” Odom said.

Bryant gave several 
more eye-popping exam­
ples Monday night, mak­
ing a spectacular layup in 
the third quarter, then 
swishing a jumper from 
about 30 feet while falling 
away with a hand in his 
face, the shot clock expir­
ing and 34.9 seconds left 
to send the Los Angeles 
Lakers past the Dallas 
Mavericks 109-106.

The Lakers went from 
leading by 11 before half­
time to trailing most of 
the second half until 
Bryant, who scored 43 
points, tied it at 97 with a 
3-pointer. Los Angeles 
was down by two when 
Bryant lost the ball at the 
top of the key, chased it 
down and heaved up the 
go-ahead 3 with defender 
Adrian Griffin coming at 
him.

“That’s backyard stuff,”

Bryant said.
Bryant, Luke Walton 

and Smush Parker all 
made key plays the rest of 
the way, capping a 4-1 
road trip for the Lakers 
and giving them five wins 
in six games. It also 
ended Dallas’ five-game 
winning streak.

“ It’s a confidence 
builder for this team,” 
Los Angeles coach Phil 
Jackson said. “ It shows 
we can overcome odds.”

The Mavericks had 
their chances to pull out 
the. win, but couldn’t get 
it done. Jason Terry 
missed a 3-pointer in the 
closing seconds and 
Lamar Odom batted away 
the rebound, conking 
Dirk Nowitzki in the face 
as he followed through. 
Nowitzki, who had 27 
points and 15 rebounds, 
was sprawled on the court 
for several minutes after 
time expired.

“My neck popped a little 
bit,” he said. “ I ’ll be stiff 
tomorrow, but I ’ll be all 
right.”

He was bothered more 
by Dallas’ lousy defense, 
especially in the first half, 
when Bryant made eight 
of his first 11 shots and 
scored 27 points. He was 
about to have more when 
seldom-used Mavs center 
D.J. Mbenga made a phe­

nomenal block on a dunk 
attempt in the final 
minute of the second 
quarter.

Bryant struggled in the 
third quarter, missing 
throe straight shots and 
having a turnover during 
a 10-0 run that put Dallas 
in control. Although he 
went 2-of-lO in the period, 
that included a twisting, 
scooping, bank shot along 
the baseline that even 
Michael Jordan and 
Julius Erving would be 
proud of.

The fourth quarter 
opened with Bryant on 
the bench for the first 
time all game. The rest 
certainly helped when he 
put up the big shot over 
Griffin.

“He said he wasn’t 
ready to come out,” 
Jackson said. “But then 
he sat down for a while, 
came back, and made a 
shot like that. We wanted 
him to rest his legs. Your 
legs can suffer when you 
take a& many shots as he 
does.” *

DeSAgana Diop had a 
chance to tie it for Dallas 
after that, but missed his 
second foul shot. Los 
Angeles stretched the lead 
to four on a free throw by 
Bryant and a' pair by 
Walton, who had 
rebounded Bryant’s

Padilla, 28, is 51-51 with 
a 3.95 ERA in 194 career 
games (111 starts) over 
seven seasons with the 
Diamondbacks (1999-2000) 
and Philadelphia.
Rangers manager Buck 
Showalter was in Arizona 
when Padilla had a 3.35 
ERA in 35 games as a 
reliever there.

Omar Daal, Nelson 
Figueroa and Travis Lee 
— the rest o f the Arizona 
players involved in the 
Schilling trade previ­
ously left the Phillies.

Atlanta 
cruises 
past NO 
on MNF
By CHARLES ODUM

missed second free throw.
After a 3-pointer by 

Devin Harris got the 
Mavericks back within 
one with 8.5 seconds left, 
Parker made two free 
throws.

Kwame Brown was 6-of- 6 for 12 points, half com* 
ing in the final quarter, 
and Odom had 15 points 
and 11 rebounds. Chris 
Mihm scored 10.

Marquis Daniels scored 
23, Terry had 20 and 
Harris 19 for Dallas.

Mavs forward Josh 
Howard returned to the 
lineup after missing eight 
games with an ankle 
injury. He started and 
had four points and three 
rebounds in 11 minutes, 
all in the first half. His 
return might be good tim­
ing as forward Keith Van 
Horn bruised his right 
hip in the second quarter 
and didn’t return. He’s 
scheduled to have an MRI 
exam and an X-ray on 
Tuesday.

Diop had seven points 
and eight rebounds 
Starting center E nd  
Dampier had only two 
points and four rei)Ounds. 
He went to the bench 
after picking up his fifth 
foul midway through the 
third quarter and didn’t

See NBA, Page 2B

AP S ports  W riter
ATLANTA ~ Michael 

Vick gave the Falcons 
the shot in the arm they 
needed. Then Atlanta’s 
immediate future took a 
shot to the ribs.

Vick ran for two touch­
downs and passed for 
another score Monday 
night to lead the Falcons 
over the New Orleans 
Saints 36-17. But a late hit 
knocked Vick to the turf 
and out of the game in 
the fourth quarter.

The NFL’s most electric 
runner writhed in pain 
and seemed to be favor­
ing his back. The injury 
was announced as
bruised ribs, and Coach 
Jim Mora appeared confi­
dent that his quarterback 
would be ready for 
Sunday’s game at
Chicago.

“Mike doesn’t miss 
games,” Mora said. "He’ll 
do whatever it takes to 
get ready to go.”

Vick was the difference 
as the Falcons bounced 
back after losing three of 
four games to fall behind 
in the NFC playoff pic­
ture.

Atlanta improved to 3-0 
in Monday night games 
this season and Vick 
remained a perfect 5-0 
against the Saints (3-10), 
who have lost eight of 
their last nine games. 
Vick had scoring runs of 
2 and 17 yards, and he 
threw a 54-yard touch­
down pass to rookie 
Roddy White on a flea- 
flicker play.

A vicious late hit from 
linebacker Ronald
McKinnon, who drew a 
ro u g h in g -th e -p a ss e r  
penalty, knocked Vick to 
the turf and he was slow 
to get up. Vick stayed in 
for two more plays, but 
the pain was too much 
he called a timeout with 
9:21 left, slowly walked 
off the field and was 
escorted to the locker 
room.“ 1 landed with a guy’s 
foot right on my ribs,” 
Vick said. “ Then I aggra­
vated it wh(>n I took one 
more hit.”

Added Vick: “Hopefully 
I’ll be able to play this 
Sunday. ... I ’m confident. 
I ’m always confident. I’ve 
just got to get my treat­
ment.”

The Falcons (8-5) still 
are behind iivthe playoff 
race. They w'ould lose 
NFC tiebre.akers with 
t vo  olh( I t..3 'earns, 
Dallas and Minnesota. 
Atlanta has games 
remaining against 
Chicago, Tampa Bay and 
Carolina -7- all playoft- 
caliber teams.

See FALCONS, Page 2B

mailto:sports@bigspringherald.com


r?r

»•

S P O R T S Biq Sprmq Herald
Tuesday, December 13 ,2005

NBA
Continued from Page IB

re tu rn .
“We were just battling 

uphill all night,” Dallas 
coach Avery Johnson 
said. “We couldn’t get it 
in gear (Monday night).”

Sixers 90.
Tim berw olves 89 (OT)

PHILADELPHIA (AP) -  
Chris Webber had 27 
points and 21 rebounds, 
and Allen Iverson added 
19 points and 10 assists to 
help the Philadelphia 
76ers win their third 
straight game, 90-89, in 
overtime over the 
Minnesota Timberwolves 
Monday night.

Wally Szczerbiak scored 
23 points, Kevin Garnett 
had 19 and Marko Jaric 
added 14 points and 10 
assists for the Wolves, 
who ended a five-game 
winning streak that had 
sent them to the top of the 
Northwest Division.

After the Sixers wasted 
a 10-point lead in the final 
4 1/2 minutes of the fourth 
quarter, Webber scored 
the go-ahead basket in 
overtime and made a key 
block on Garnett that 
denied the tying field

goal.
Webber nearly came up 

with a steal in the final 
seconds, but disrupted the 
ball enough that 
Minnesota got one last 
look on an inbounds pass i 
with 0.4 seconds left. '  
Szczerbiak tossed a pass 
to Garnett, his shot w 
off the mark, and thi 
Sixers escaped with a 
they tried to give away.

Bucks 112, Knicks 92
NEW YORK (A P ) -  

Reserve Dan Gadzuric 
scored a season-high 18 
points, and the 
Milwaukee Bucks won 
their third straight.

Michael Redd finished 
with 31 points to lead 
Milwaukee, which has 
won six o f seven and 
improved to 10-1 against 
Eastern Conference 
teams. Maurice Williams 
added 15.

Rookie Channing Frye 
scored a career-high 30 
points for the Knicks, 
who dropped their third 
straight. Nate Robinson 
and Eddy Curry each had 
15.

Frye dominated his 
matchup with fellow lot­
tery pick Andrew Bogut 
— but that may have 
backfired for the Knicks 
because it meant more

KRT photo/Bartiara L Jotanton, PMIadalpMa Inqulm
76ers' Kyle Korver, left, and Minnesota TImbeneolves’ Kevin Garnett scramble for a loose ball under M innesota’s basket 
wKh only seconds left In overtime at the Wachovia Center in Philadelphia, Penn., Monday. The Sixers beat the  
Timberwolves 90-89 in overtime.

playing time for 
Gadzuric. He scored 12 
points during the decisive 
second quarter, then

came back off the bench 
late in the third period to 
make three field goals 
after New York had

pulled within single dig­
its.

Gadzuric entered aver­
aging five points in just

over 12 minutes per game. 
He fell shy of his career 
high of 22 points, set last 
April against Boston.

FALCONS
Continued from Page IB

“Well, we’re in a fight, 
we’re in a dogfight,” Mora 
said. “ We’ll take it. It’s 

tn be in a fight than 
not be.”

\ u k was 12-ot 33 for 231 
yards with a touchdown 
and an interception and 
rushed for 38 yards in his 
fourth career game with 
two scores on the ground. 
Alge Grumpier caught 
three passes for 94 yards.

New Orleans’ Aaron 
Brooks passed for 219 
yards and a touchdown 
and Antowain Smith 
rushed for 60 yards and a 
touchdown on 11 carries.

Falcons cornerback 
DeAngelo Hall, who 
seems to thrive in 
Monday night games, pro­
vided the first big play of 
the game when he

stripped the ball from 
receiver Joe Horn follow­
ing a third-down catch for 
first-down yardage in the 
first quarter.

Hall pulled the ball 
loose before Horn hit the 
ground and returned it 20 
yards to the Saints 12, set­
ting up a 1-yard touch­
down run by'T.J. Duckett.

Hall had interceptions 
in each of Atlanta’s first 
two Monday night games 
this season.

He had another appar­
ent interception return 
for a touchdown wiped 
out by a roughing-the- 
passer penalty against 
linebacker Deihorrio

Craft returned the inter­
ception 19 yards to the 6. 
On first down. Smith 
bulled through the line 
for a touchdown and a 10- 
7 Saints lead.

Vick gave the lead back 
to Atlanta with his 2-yard 
dive for the pylon, cap­
ping a drive that includ^ 
a 36-yard pass to Brian 
Finneran.

On third-and-goal from 
the 2, Vick scrambled to 
his left and appeared to be 
pushed out o f bounds 
near the 1. The officials 
spotted the ball at the 1, 
but Mora called for the 
review.

“Becafts# MBte "Vick
Willianf»  iMe im tliwWpBt i >told wie ^ V M i r a  said.
half.

With Atlanta leading 7-3 
following John Carney’s 
47-yard field goal, the 
Saints evened the 
turnover count at 1-1 
when Will Smith deflect­
ed Vick’s pass and Jason

“He said ’Challenge it, 
we’ll win it.’ You listen to 
what No. 7 says.”

The run was ruled a 
touchdown after replays 
showed Vick kept his leg 
in bounds as his body 
flew over the pylon, the

ball in his hands.
"It is hard to defend the 

quarterback,” said Saints 
coach Jim Haslett. “He 
does a great job. He made 
a nice play. I guess his 
hand touched the pylon. 1 
thought the ball was out­
side the pylon, but if any 
part of your body touches 
the pylon it is a touch­
down.”

Vick went to the air — 
with a little trickery from 
Mora’s playbook — for 
the Falcons’ next touch­
down.

Late in the second quar­
ter, Vick lined up as a 
wideout as W^ rick  Dunn 
took the snap and then 
pitched the ball to the 

‘ quarterback.
Vick, under pressure 

from defensive end Tony 
"Bryant, waited for White 
'to  get open and then 
■ heaved the ball downfield.

UTEP player allowed back  
on team  after suspension

EL PASO (A P ) -  
UTEP’s Jason Williams is 
back on the team follow­
ing his suspension last 
week after punching a 
teammate and breaking 
his jaw.

Coach Doc Sadler made 
the announcement during 
a news conference 
Monday.

‘T v e  got to make a deci­
sion based on what is best 
for our basketball pro­
gram,*” Sadler said. “ 1

pie involved, their team­
mates, the coaching staff 
and the fans. Jason is 
reinstated today and will 
play Saturday, and we 
will move forward.” 

Williams, a senior for­

L E T ’ S  D R E A M

/ know that you are 
not asleep yet and 
you think you can­
not dream. Oh. but you

would be a nice place 
that you would like to

can! You can dream
while you are awake, and 
with your eyes wide 
open. I dream at night 
and in the daytime and I 
think vou probably do, 
too!

D(

jSss,
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y o i' 
drean
a
night
while )U are asleep? Do 
you h e pretty dreams? 
Doyo dream of little kit­
tens, and their soft, fluffy 
fur? Do you dream of 
your little puppy, with 
his wagging tail, and his 
funny ears?

We all dream at night, 
while we are asleep. We 
all dream in the daytime, 
too. We just don’t know 
it sometimes. Let me 
show you!

Have you ever been rid­
ing along a sidewalk on a 
bike, and pretending the 
sidewalk was a big high­
way, and it was taking 
you to a faraway place. It

visit. Would you take all 
your friends along with 
you? What would you do 
when you got to this far­
away place? Would you 
see pretty flowers? 
Would you see lots of 
good candy? Would you 
see a river, flowing soft­
ly, gently to the ocean? 
Would you see all the 
toys you had ever want­
ed? This is a dream!

Have you ever wished 
you had a little brother? 
A  little brother would be 
nice to play with, would­
n't he? Do you wish this 
l i t t l e

this little brother would 
play tag with you? 
Would he ever win? You 
would let him win some­
times, wouldn't you? 
Does he play in the water 
with you? Do you squirt 
him with water? Does he 
squirt you back? You are 
laughing and having fun, 
aren't you? This is a 
dream!

Have you ever wished 
you had a little sister?

tell anyone. She will 
help you when you fall 
down. And she will 
make you feel better,

ruoâ /nn-.
1702 GREGG  

263-1381

ing big mounds of dirt? 
Have you ever thought 
that you could move the 
dirt like the bulldozer 
does? Did you ever think

This is awon't she? 
dream!

Have you ever watched 
a little bird flying over­
head?
H a v e

job and making lots of 
money? Have you ever 
thought of all the people 
you could help if you had 
lots of money? This is a 
dream, and the best one 
of them all!

So now that we are 
almost finished with this 
story, you can turn over

y o u
e v e r

V m

brother 
w o u l d  
p l a y  
g a m e s  
w i t 'h 
y o u ?  
Do you 
w i s h

Does she play with you? 
Does she like to play the 
same games yoU like to 
play? Does she have a 
doll, and a dollhouse? 
She is a very pretty sis­
ter, isn’t she? And, she is 
so nice! She will keep all 
your secrets and never

imag-  
i n e d 
y o u r ­
s e l f  
being that little bird? 
Everything he sees when 
he is flying must be real­
ly beautiful. Do you 
think you can see every­
thing the way the little 
bird sees it? Do you ever 
think you can fly? Do 
you ever wish you could 
just stay in the sky forev­
er? This is a dream!

Have you ever see.i a 
great big bulldozer push-

you were as strong or 
even stronger than the 
bulldozer? You could 
move many times more 
dirt than the bulldozer, 
couldn’t you? This is a 
dream!

Have you ever thought 
of what you will be when 
you grow up? Have you 
e v e r  
thought

./

0 f ,1 e a r n - 1 
i n gj 
e v e r y ­
t h i n g !  
y o 
c o u l d !  
l e a r n , ’ 
and being a very smart 
person? Have you ever 
thought of having a good

as:
and go to sleep, and 
dream! 1 hope your 
nighttime dreams are 
very nice tonight. I also 
hope your daytime 
dreams include the best 
dream of them all!

Now you know that we 
can dream while we are 
awake, and our eyes are 
wide open, don’t you? 
GOOD NIGHT and 
SWEET DREAMS

ward who averages 15.4 
points a game for UTEP, 
practiced with the Miners 
during Monday after­
noon’s two-and-a-half- 
hour session and w ill 
play in the team’s next 
game, Saturday against 
New Mexico State.

Sadler has said that 
Williams hit Jackson dur­
ing a “ very competitive 
practice.” Williams has 
apologized for his actions.

“One o f the biggest
took into consideration•>4hi«gs has been-^ny con- 
what happened, the peo- versations with Stefon,”

Sadler said. “But it was 
not based on just that. It 
was also based on Jason’s 
whole background. In 
two-and-a-half years here 
he has never had a prob­
lem. ”

Biq !
Tuee

1616?"

The Bi 
the foi 
open.

N

Belli

Conti
710 Sc

ai>Eij

THIS N
sponsibi 
tent of 
ads. Be 
a bpsin 
tunity w 
miliar, p 
Better 
703-276 
www.bbi

MIOWE!
now hir 
days. A 
Gregg, t

' 14 t

parts 
• Fori 
truck! 
utility

H rt.f

1511

SO

http://www.bbi


iMQ Herald
Br 13 .2005

Biq SpniNQ Hsralo
Tuesday. December 13 .2005

PMUNtaHiMa Inqulfar
isota’s basket 
(ers beat the

tes per game, 
jf  his career 
»ints, set last 
; Boston.

i back  
nsion
verages 15.4 
le for UTEP, 
h the Miners 
nday after- 
o-and-a-half- 
n and w ill 
team’s next 
day against 
State.
> said that 
Jackson dur- 
competitive 

Williams has 
r his actions, 
the biggest 
een-my con- 
dth Stefon,” 
“But it was 
just that. It 

?d on Jason’s 
ground. In 
f  years here 
had a prob-

ng lots of 
you ever 

the people 
if you had 
This is a 

e best one

at we are 1 with this 
turn over

!eep, and 
ope your 
iams are 
;ht. I also 

daytime 
j the best 
all!
w that we 
lie we are 
’ eyes are 
an’t you? 
IT and 
4S

AS8IFIED

710 Scurry 263-7331 www.bigspringherald.com

Announcements

Didn’t  Get Your 
Paper?

Call 263-7335 
M o n -F ii. 8am -7pm  

Sun 8am -noon

IHer a lo

Business Opportunity
The Big Spring Herald has
the following carrier routes 
open.

Route 715 
North part of town 

& Knott area.
Reliable transportation.

Apply In person. 
Contact Duane McCollum 

710 Scurry (432)263-7331

spnSg HERALD

THIS NEWSPAPER is not re-
sponsible for the specific con­
tent of the National Classified 
ads. Before investing money in 
a business/employment oppor­
tunity with which you are unfa­
miliar, please call the National 
Better Business Bureau at 
703-276-0100 or visit 
www.bbb.org

Help Wanted
MIDWEST HNANCE CORP 
now hiring Part-time Help for 
days. Apply in person, 600 S. 
Gregg. No Phone Calls!

Help Wanted
COAHOMA ISD is acc^ting  
applications for the position of 
custodian and substitute custo­
dian. Applications are available 
at the Administration Office, 
600 North Main. Applications 
will be accepted until the posi­
tion is filled. Coahoma ISD is 
an equal opportunity employer.

DENNY’S
* Servers * Dishwashers 

Apply at:
1710 East Third Street 

E.O.E.
DOMINOS PIZZA D riv ^  
needed. Hourly + mileage  ̂
tips. Competition says better 
commission, but you can't 
make commission doing dishes 
for the sit down lobby. Go by 
2111 S. Gregg or call 
(432)267-4111.
DRIVERS BE HOME DAILY.
Coastal Transport is a leader in 
transport of LPG Asphalt & Pe­
troleum Products. Coastal 
serves high profile accounts & 
needs dedicated professionals 
to join our growing team in Big 
Spring. Qualify 23 with class A 
& One year driving experience. 
Call Jay at 888-527-7221.
ELDERLY MAN Needing 
someone from 3:00 p.m. till ? 
Drive to appointments, dinner 
with some out of town trips. 
Ca'I (432)263-2974 for appoint­
ments & interview.
PARKVIEW NURSING & Re-
habilitation Expanding Nursing 
Dept.. Now Hiring Certified 
Nurse Aides for 6-2 shift, taking 
applications tor all shifts. Apply 
in person at Parkview Nursing 
& Rehabilitation. 3200 Park­
way.

Help Wanted
GREAT OPPORTUNITY for an
RNI Accolade Home Care is 
rapidly growing due to the word 
being spread about the quality 
of care we provide. If you are a 
patient advocate and have a 
love for home care with experi­
ence in this industry, please 
call (866)830-0731 for more in­
formation.

HILLCREST CDC is looking for 
part-time Caregivers. Hours are 
3:00-6:00 p.m. Mon.-Fri.. If you 
are energetic and love kids 
please come apply. HUIcrest 
CDC. 2000 West FM 700.

MIDWESTERN SERVICES, 
Inc.

Tank Cleaners needed. In & 
out of state travel & work 60-f 
hrs. per week. Transportation 
to and from job site. Hotel paid 
& $175 a week per diem. 
Hourly wage & bonuses. 100% 
drug free. EOE. Apply at 749 
South County Rd. 221, Snyder, 
Texas.

PARKPLACE RETIREMENT
Living is seeking full time 
kitchen help. 16 hrs. wait staff, 
24 hrs cook. Apply in person at 
501 W. 17th. Street.

PARKVIEW NUI^SING & Re-
habilitation. Now expanding 
Laundry Department. Now hir­
ing for Laundry position.. 
Please apply in person at 
Parkview Nursing & Rehab., 
3200 Parkway.

SHELL STAR STOP looking 
for new team members. Full 
and part time cashiers. Apply in 
person at any Shell Star Stop 
in Big Spring. Drug Free Envi­
ronment.

H e lp  W c in te d

Taking applications for 
Counter Help. Must be very en­
thusiastic. Duties include filing, 
computer, phone and etc. 
Benefits include paid vacation, 
health insurance & retirement 
Apply in person. Credit World, 
1611 Gregg. No Phone Calls 
Please.
TRANSIT MIX Concrete has 
an opening for a Mixer Driver 
at our Big Spring location. Must 
have a Class A or B CDL li­
cense, good driving record and 
verifiable work . history. Full 
benefit package and 35 hour 
guarantee offered with wages 
starting at $9.75 or $10.25 with 
6 months mixer driving experi- 
erKe. Apply at Transit Mix Con­
crete: 605 N. Benton, Big 
Spring (432)267-6348. Transit 
Mix Concrete is an EOE/AA 
employer.
TUBING TESTER wanted. 
CDL required, clean driving re­
cord and must pass drug test. 
Great Benefits - Great Pay with 
Guarantee. Call Gail 
(432)267-1657, (432)557-5555.
WAREHOUSE/ DEUVERY
Wanted for local Rental Store. 
Benefits include paid vacation, 
retirement & health insurance. 
Requirements are back ground 
check, drug screening, good 
driving record and be at least 
21 years old. Apply in person. 
Credit World, 1611 Gregg.

Help Wanted
WAREHOUSE/ PLANT 
WORKERS NEEDED 
BIG SPRING AREA

Immediate openings for long 
term employment. Require­
ments are: experience working 
in a warehouse or a plant envi­
ronment. Some forklift experi­
ence helpful. Positions are for 
cotton seed plant located in Big 
Spring.
Contact Kelly Services of Mid­
land at (432)689-9801 
Never an applicant fee. Equal 
Opportunity Employer

Items for Sale
10X16 STORAGE Building 
$59.00 a Month. Delivery/Fi- 
nancing Available
(432)563-1807.
ONE OF a kind 14x32 office, 
ready for delivery. Financing 
available (432)563-3108.

Items for Sale
14X32 OFFICE, Ready to 
move in to. Free Delivery & Fi­
nancing Available.
(432)563-3108.

ATTENTfON CRAFTERS!
Basket, Birdhouses & Dipper 
Gourds for sale. Call 
(432)393-5309

FRESH SHELLED Pecans this 
year. Can pick up at Buffalo 
Country Fina. Call
(432)267-1180 after 5:00p.m.

HOLIDAY CLEARANCE SALE
Save 25% thru Dec. 24lh. 

Shop by Dec 6th. 
save an additional 5%. 

Hurry in While Supplies Last' 
Traci Ryan 

Independent 
Beauty Consultant 

(432)264-1124.

Do you have 
a service to oHer?

Place your ad in the Herald 
Classified Proleeelonal Service 

D kectory
CaU 263-7331 Todayl

Job Opening.Looking for hard workinK. thditati'il. lull limo operators to join our team in our Midland office Must be willing lo tra-. 4 . Oilfield experience a plus.I'ower Chokes, a division of PowerWell Sorvi-.vs, is a ('rmmiu OillieM Service Company swerving onshore and offsliore oil .md gasciH'i aiions tiaoughout the United States and Canada with expertise in choKC open at ions.Power Chokes has excellent benefits that include: Medical. Dental. WIK. Life, LTD, Vacation, Educational Reimbursement and moreInterested applicants should inquire by coming by our oflke or you c.in reach us at the following numbers:
powE]^|[iioix:s£

Midland. TX  79706-a7»8 
Phone: (432) 699-0050

femall: seth.barnes6ipowerweltstrvicPs.com 
Fax:281-977-0045

$1.89 Per Day; 6-Month Contract $1.58 Per Day 
C a ll 263-7331 to p la ce  y o u r  ad  tod a y !! B j

A U TO  PARTS B O D Y  S H O P C A R P E T C O M P U T E R C O N C R E T E C O N C R E T E

\  Modierii Aalo DtAiNiiiMler

-Jbeasm
^  Since 1947

• 14 Acres ot dismantled vehicles
• ^ . 0 0 0  sq  ft. o f W are h o u se  s to rage
• S peciahze in  la te  m ode l qu a lity  au to  
p a n s
• Foreign and domestic parts lor cars, 
trucks, mini-vans. 4x4 and sports 
utility vehiclesHrs. 8 i.m.-5:30 Wk'diy I p.m. SAT
ISM Hw) 3S0 • (432) 263-SOOO

CARPET SALES 
and Construction 

Management 
Draw Plans & 

Estimates
K « n n y  T h o m p s o n

270-0548

n a S m ic M is t
Matthew Grayson

All your com puter 
needs, com m ercial - 
residential - on site. 15 Yim. BMperieoce

■ 4 ■ 4 • t I

263-3885
267-8997

M ARQUEZ
FENCE CO.

All types 
of fences 

& repairs.

Concrete work, carports. 
All work guaranteed. 

Free Estimates 
Benny Marquez-Owner 2S 7-B714

J. T. Builders
Remodelinn • Prywall 

Ceramic Tile • Electrical 
Plumhinn • Hoofing 

Brick 31 Concrete li'ork 
Driceways • Si<U'irnlks 

Fireplaces • Stucco 
Swimminp Pool Decks 

JOHNNY TALAMANTEZ 
(432I211-0M2 C.ll 
1432) 283-2110 R.«

108 E. n th  PLACE 
BIO SPUING. TX. 78720

D IR T  W O R K

DECKER'S FJUM SUPPLY 
ft NURSERY.
We do Dirt 

Work,
Brush Hog, |
Backhoe,

Bulldozing,
Small Grubbing Job.s 
and Will Clear Lots.
432-756-3444

F E N C E S

Quality Fence Co.
Jim m y Marquez-Owner

fife ]
Free Estimates

432-270-7U08

F E N C E S Y O U R  A D G A R A G E SALE HOM E IM PR O VEM EN T

Finest In 
Fencing

Wood&
Chainlink

B &  M  Fence Co.
COMMERCIAL-RESIDENTIAL 
GET OUR PRICE 8 COMPARE 

^  FREE ESTIMATES 
B I B  ROBERT MARQUEZ

aas-sat* •----- i-ae#-ses-isaelenea Mm .  • Wtm

PUT YOUR 
AD HERE

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

HERALD

HAVING A 
GARAGE SALE

CALL
CLASSIFIEDS

263-7331
«8»i i !nq  h e r a l d

DOORS/
G AR AG E

DOORS/OPENERS
Home Repair • Carpentry 

Sheet Work 
Repaired/Keplacod 

Kitchen & Bath

BOB'S CUSTOM 
UVOODWORK

4 0 9  E. 3RD  267-5811

HOME IMPROVEMENT ^ 8  HOME IM PROVEM ENT^B HOME IM PR O VEM ENT^! HOME IMPROVEMENT L A W N  S E R V IC E L A W N  S E R V IC E

RS
HOME REPAIR
Custom Wood Decks, 
Remodel, Carpenter, 
Painting, Plumbing, 

Minor Electrical

Garage door repair, 
Appliances installed

B16-3030

Gibbs Remodeling
New home Construction • 

Room Additions 
Dry Wall Hanging AFinishing 
(Ceramic Tile • Installation & 

Repair
All Remodel Needs Of Any 

Room In Your Home.

ffieDoUAUl
Residential A Commercial 

Ceramic TIIm . Cabinets. Drywall, 
Textures, Plumblni. Electrical 

AC.RooN, New Addttloni 
& Lawn Servica

AFFORDABLE HOME 
MAmTENAflCE

•Renovation 
•Repairs 

•MaintenanceVeasRaaTknat
SatigfiMCtlom Ouaromteed 
NO JO B  IS  TOO SM ALU

•  Tree 
Trimming
• Fescue 

Grass

FALLCLEANUP  
A L L E Y S 'H A U U N G  

TREE TRIMMING  
STUMP REMOVAL

C A LL

432 - 267-5460
CELL

S1&S150

P E S T  C O N T R O L R E N T A L S ROOFING

SOUTHWESTERN 
A-1 PEST 
CONTROL 

Since teS4 

432-263^6S14
3008 B lrdw all Lane 

M ax P. M oore

www.swatpe.ODni
a u n esw a lp cx o n

VENTURA
COMPANY
Houses • Storages 
Commercial Buildings 
18M , 97.11 8 .1 1 *  n . 
Fo r rant/M de  
789 8.1991 
1911 MWa 
999 1191 Ftoaa

PALACIOS 
ROOFING ft HOME 

IMPROVEMENT 
Rooft, Rooaa Addlttona, 
Caraailc Tito, Fenaaa, 

Painting Ineerei A lo e ii 
HoMaFhotia# ,

ROOFING

JOHNNY FixiRES 
ROOFING

Shinglas, Hot Tar A  OravaL 
AU typeofrapalrsl 
Work Oaaraateed. 

SpedftlalBg la Hot Tar Rooft 
aad

Doctor o f Repalrtl

357- f 116

STORAGE T R E E  T R I M M I N G

F tr/U freariM n va llM * . 
Imgt Or arndim Stem mUKII

.1101 i  FM 700 263 0732

LU PE ’S TREE  
TR IM M IN G

More than 20 years 
ofexpetienci viump 

grinder available. 
For Tree Trimming 

and removal.

C allLupe
4U<t97-M17
432-X9Sft40e

http://www.bigspringherald.com
http://www.bbb.org
http://www.swatpe.ODni
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C l a s s i f i e d
Misrollarioou'^' Pr>,'il Fstat»  ̂ fo r  Ron! M  Real Estate for Rent

A k ra g i, five daNvary 
•n d  iM noina awaiWbla. Can 
(432)563^1(2.

FREE FALLETS <3ood tor do 
it youraaN wood pipiaclB. Pick
up behind tha Bb Spring Har- 

10 Scurry.akfs office at 7 1 0 1

Jol)s Wanteci
SPA REPAIRMAN- W il ^
on any brand of spa. Calf: 
(432)Sfe-1807.

Lost and Found
FOUND GRAY •  white lira 
Terrier and tom
leash, v H f llW J r  Jefferson St. 
Call (432)267^165.

H6iJDAV~»CeUL HP 
(k)mpaq Brand New Cotnpulsr 
Sysim s with Warranty and Lo­
cal Faca-to-Faoe Support 
Startirrg as Low as $3991 Buy 
from Big Spring
(432)466-0600.

OVERSTOCKED 10X16 stor-
age, ready for delivery. Financ­
ing available. Call 
(432)563-3108.

H

Miscellaneous
,14X24 WORKSHOP; Double 

Doors, Side Door, Rear Win­
dow, Financing & Delivery 
Available. (432)563-3108.

OVERSTOCKED on 8x8 and
8x10 Buildings. Financing & 
Delivery Available.
(432)563-1807.

l(rk>lh«ood Heights 
Apartments

MOO Maitia Lather iOag Bhrd. 
* (432) 264-1735

A QUEEN PILLOW-TOP
Mattress set. Brand new with 
Warranty. Must sell $175. Call 
(806)549-3110.

SLIGHTLY DAMAGED 12x24 
Garage/Workshop. Financing & 
Delivery Available.
(432)563-1807.

Brand hkw 
1 ,2  A  3 Bdr. Apts  

$385 - $520 monthly 
New Appliances A  Full Size 

Washer A  Dryer in Apartments

On Site Maintenance
* Swimming Pool
*  Fitness Room
* 2 Playgrounds 

HUDAatfteJ

f t  i

Real Estate for Rent

BIGI “RED” Bam ready for de­
livery, financing available. Call 
(432)563-3108.

2 BEDROOM house. Stove & 
Refrigerator furnished. Call 
(432)267-6179.

1409 MT. VERNON. Newly re­
model^. 3 bedroom, 1 bath, 
CH/A, fenced yard with 
washer & dryer connections. 
$515. month, $395. deposit. 
Call 432-263-8005,816-1330.

HEIGHTS APARTMENTS
1 Bedroom - $400. month 

$200. deposit.
All Bills Paid . 
403 East 8th 

Call (432)267-2771

CAKES: Wedding, Anniversa­
ries. Quinceanarious. Arches, 
Candelabras and florals. FREE 
DELIVERY. Call Grishams 
(432)267-8191.

1 Bedroom Apartments 
Move-in 50% off 
1st months rent 

Coronado Hills Apartments 
801 W. Marcy 

Big Spring, Tx. 79720 
(432)267-6500

CHRISTMAS SPECIAL. Dec. 
Free with Deposit Paid. Large 
1 bedroom, 1503 Scurry A. All 
bills paid. $400. month, $150. 
deposit. Call (432)264-6611.

Subscription Price News Stand Price

lOne Year 
ISjx Months 
llh ree  Months 
lOne Month

*93.42
*51.90
*25.95

*8.65

*195.00
*97.50
*48.75
*15.00

Call for Senior Citizen and Mail Delivery Prices

YES! Start my subscription for 
Enclosed is $__________ .

months.

Name;

Address;

City.

State____ Z ip ____

Telephone_______

IH e r a l d
710 Scurry, P.O. Box 1431 

Big Spring, TX 79721 • (432) 263-7331 
Card #
Exp. Date; 
Signature_

CHRISTMAS SPECIAL. Dec. 
Free with Deposit Paid. 1504- 
B Wood. Large 2 bedroom Du­
plex. Newly remodeled. $450. 
month, $200. deposit. All bills 
paid. Call (432)264-6611.

1400 MT. VERNON. One bed
room, one bath. $300. month, 
$150. deposit. (432)263-1792. 
816-9984.

1706 JOHNSON-B. One bed
room, one bath. $225. month, 
$100. deposit. Call 
(432)263-3375 or 816-6992.

SUNSET RIDGE APT.
Cable TV Free! 

Playground 
No Water Bill 

Paragon Security 
24 Hour Laundry 

On-Site Mgr. & Maint 
Family Friendly 

2 BR $285 
1 BR$185 

Call Rhonda 
(432)263-2292

2 Thru 6 Bedroom Homes. 
Pool, 24 hour maintenance. 
Central Heat and Air, stove, re­
frigerator, dishwasher, fur­
nished. Washer/ dryer connec­
tions. (432)263-3461 -Tom.

Real E state fo r Sale

712 GOLIAD. 2 or 3 Bedroom. 
Stove and refrigerater fur­
nished. Washer & dryer con­
nections, CH/A. $500. month, 
$275. deposit. No HUD. Call 
(432)267-2296.

BARCELOrSA APARTMEPSTS
Choose Your Own M onthly Rent O ptions 

Such A s ALL BILLS PAID
MOVE IN SPECIAL t APPLICATION & SECURITY DEP. 

538 Westover 263-1252
Weeatw AaeUtuca Accepted_____________

Is there really a Santa Claus? 
You may never know for sure, 
but you'll know lots of other

things, with a subscription to...

THE BIG SPRING HERALD

Call now to start a subscription in time for the hoHOays

(4321263-7331
« ir r  suescMPnoM hotume

T E X A S  S T A T E W ID E  (  E A S S IF IE I )  A D V E R IT S IN C ; .N E T W O R K

TexSCAN Week of 
December II, 2005

ADOPTION

D RIVERS • PAY IN CRE ASE ! %l,000$ign on for 
experienced OTR. Dedicated and Regional avail­
able also Owner/Opcralors. Teams & CDl. grads 
welcome. USA Truck. 1-866-483-3413.

REAL ESTATE

Note: 1( is illegal to be paid tor anything beyond 
itiedical and legal expenses in Texas adoption

P R E G N A N T ?  T H IN K IN G  A D O P T IO N ?  Talk 
with caiing people specializing in matching 
birthniothers with loving taimlies naiionwide. 
Expenses paid Toll free 21/7 One True Gilt 
Adoptions. 1-866-921-0565. _____

D R IV E R S ! $6,000 E X P E R IE N C E D  driver 
incentive bonus! Top pay and more home time. 
No experience? N o  problem - low' cost CD L and 
100% tuition reimbursement 1-800-796-9888, 
www.Sw ifiT iuckingiobs.com

A B A R G A IN  • 75 Acres - $34,900 Rolling hills, 
good brush, rock outcroppings. Trophy deer habi­
tat. Good highway access. Easy terms Perfect 
for hunting retreat Texas Land A Ranches. 
I-877-542-6642.

FINANCIAL SERVICES

B R E W S T E R  C O U N T Y . 176+ acres at $235 
per acre, south o f Sanderson, deep canyons and 
rough leirain. deer, quutl. and javelinu. Owner 
financed. 5% down 1-830-885-4578.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
A CASH  C O W ! 90 Vending Machine unils/3U 
locations. Entire business $10,670 Hurry! 
I 800. Vending • 1-800-836 .M64

IM M E D IATE  C A S H !!! US Pension Funding pays 
cash now for 8 years o f your future pension pay­
ments Call 1-800-586 1325 fora FREE, no-obliga- 
tion estimate, www.uspensionfunding.com

FOR SALE

N E W  T O  M A R K E T  100 Acres • H U NTING  
R AN C H  First chance to own hunting retreat. 
Rig buck area, plus turkey, dove, quail and more 
Very private wiih/RZ highway access. $44,900 
w/financing. 1-866-899-S263.

A L L  CASH C A N D Y Route Do you earn $800 in 
a day? Your own local candy route. 30 machines
and candy A ll for $9,995 1-SH8 6:5-5481. Mulii 
Vend. LLC

E A R N  IN C O M E  G IV IN G  away cell phones No 
credit check. No social security required LM N  
Corp., I -561-793-8967 _____________

S A W M IL L S  FR O M  O N L Y  $2,795.00. Convert 
your logs to valuable lumber with your Nor­
wood portable band sawmill. Log skidders also 
available www.norwoodindustries.com • Free 
information I•800-S78-I363. Ext. 300N.

3S.M  ACRE S - Oaks, cedar. Pinon pine cover. 
Native, exotic game, turkey, hogs. Southwest o f
Rocksprings, $316 per month 1-800-876-9720. 
ranchenterpnscsltdcom____________________________

STEEL BUILDINGS
HELP WANTED

DRIVERS
D R IV E R  - C O V E N A N T  T R A N S P O R T  
Excellent pay and benefits fur experienced driv­
ers. 0/0, solos, teams and graduate students. 
Bonuses available Refrigerated now available 
I-888-M ORE PAY ( I 888-667-3729)

A  FAST TR A C K  to a sales career. Travel the USA 
as you develop skills in Outside Sales. Paid train­
ing. transportation, lodging furnished. Call Success 
Express Sales, Inc today I -877-646-5050________

B U IL D IN G  S A L E !  **Exlended 3 w e e k s !”
20x26 now $3340 25x30 $4790. 30x40 $7340. 
40x60 $11,490 Factory Direct. 25 years. Many 
others. Ends/accessories optional Pioneer. 
1-800-668 5422

HOMES FOR SALE'

D R IV E R  . R E G IO N A L  & D ed ica ied  
C D L  D riv ert. Com pany. Lease Purchase, 
0/0 . SXOO (o  tIJOO/week. I-88S.707-772V. 
WWW nalionalcarriefa.com

H O M E  F IN A N C IN G . G E T  pre approved I0 0 «  
loans or sHiali down bised upon your circum- 
slancea. Perfeci, lim iied. troubled credit (bank- 
ruptcy-OK). Calll M ortfa(C  Makers. I -SI 2.292- 
4444 or 1-888-500-0000 (TM B844749).

S T E E L  B U IL D IN G S  - F A C T O R Y  deals 
Save $$$. 40 ’ x60' to 100' x 200'. Example: 
50’ x l 0 0 'x l 2 '*  $3 60/sq.ft. 1-888-467-4443. 
w w w .rifidbu iid ing.com ________________________

Run Your Ad In TexSCAN!

D R IV E R S  / D R IV IN G  S C H O O L  frnduaics 
waaied Tuition reimbursement. No wniting for 
trainers Passenger policy. No N Y C  Guaranteed 
hemetime Dedicated and regional available 
USA Ttuck. 1-866-483 3 4 IL ___________________

j r )B  I RAINiNCi
N O W  H IR IN G  FO R  Pottal Poailiona. $18.50- 
$59.0l>4Air Full beneMs/paid training and vacations. 
No experience neceasary. I -800-584-1775 Public 
Announoement Reference *5401.

D R I V E R S  - O T R  S H O L I D A Y  Caah$  
Class - A "  IC D L. I year O TR . From atari, 
ge t ex tra  $800  firs t  8 w eeks  Th en  .03 
cpm to  $4,000. C a ll FFE T rsn sp or ia rioa , 
■ -•00-569 -9232.

L'lSCLl I ANEOUf;
A IR L IN E  M E C H A N IC  - Rapid Ira ia iag  for 
high payiRf Aviation career. FA A predicu severe 
iliortaga. P iaiacial aid if  qualify - job placement 
aasislance. C all A IM  1-888-349-5387.

SUitewlde Ad $400
3 N  Nenrapnpcia, l . I  MBHoa Q m ilaU on

North Region O n ly .............$175
102 NcwtpMpen. 301^000 Circulation

South Region O nly..............$175
101 Ncw tiM pert, 4623N)0 C lirulalkN i

West Region O n ly ........... $175
163 Newapapeta, 2S4/8M C Im ila l lan

To OtrliM C.ill This Nov.'sp.ipor
fjiri'f.t im" Ic. ! , I , 5,( • ,  ( ,i) 

1 H'lO /-I'l I. i r,'
NOTICE: While moat ad veniaeta ate reputable, w e canncHguaranleaproductt or aervicet ad vartiaed. W e urge tanJeia  to uaacaubon and wh— In doubt, oontac 
thaTtom Anom eyO eneia l at I.Q00.62I-050S or tha Fadara lT tm laC o iiinn iaa iooatl-877-FTC -H E LP .T lieFTC w eba ile liwww.ftc.gov/biMp

Big Sprinq Herald
Tuesday, Deoember 13 ,2005

M B 1/2 Nolan- >1 bedroom. 
$400.00 AN B ie . 2528 Fairchild 
2 or 3 bedroom. $360/$450.. 
3/2 Trailer- 5600 South Service 

. CaN (432)264-9907.

To m o rrow 's  H oroscope

lUH-DING for LEASE for retail 
or office. 1712 Gregg. Approxi­
mately 5,(XX) sq. ft. $600. 
month 4-deposit. Call WESTEX 
Auto Parts (432)263-5000.

BY HOLIDAY MATHIS
Mercury and Uranua 

are in a tiff, causing dis­
turbing vibrations across 
the solar system. Human 
e m o t i o n s

FOR LEASE 1515 Hwy. 350. 
Building with overhead door. 
On one acre of fenced land. 
$350. Month, $350. deposit. 
Call (432)263-5000.

reverberate Q  
with star­
tling intensi­
ty and con­
tinue to 
shake us 
like tiny 
earthquakes 
over the 
next week. If Ho u d a y

you remain 
o b j e c t i v e  
about your

M ath is

ONE BEDROOM apartment for 
rent. All bills paid. New stove & 
refrigerator. Satellite included. 
Call (432)517-0278.

SPECIAL DISCOUNT to quali­
fied tenants on long term lease 
3202 Auburn (Moss Elemen­
tary School System), 3 bed­
room. 1 bath, stove/refrigerator 
furnished, fenced yard, 
washer.'dryer hookup. $475.00 
month. Lease to Own an Op­
tion. Call (432)270-5001.

2 Thru 6 Bedroom Brick 
Homes. No Down Payment. 
Owner Financing. Bad Credit 
OK. 6 Month 'jvarranty.
Call Maria (432)263-3461.

BY OWNER 1906 Morrison. 4 
Bedroom, 2 bath, dining room, 
CH/A, utility room, storage 
building, tile brick fence, circle 
drive. $70,000.00. Call 
(432)466-2066.

feelings, the outcome can 
be positive. Several small 
releases can prevent one 
big upset.

ARIES (March 21-April
19) . The planets encour­
age you to round out your 
support group with some 
impressive and knowl­
edgeable individuals. 
Reach to the outer cor­
ners o f your network. 
Ask for referrals.

TAURUS (AprU 20-May
20) . Moving forward 
comes with a price. You 
must lose the familiarity 
and comforts o f the past. 
Before you take a step, be 
sure the progress you 
desire will be worth the 
sacrifice.

GEMINI (May 21-June
21) . A  mysterious person 
from the past figures into 
your picture — someone 
who has struck it rich, 
lived in a foreign place or 
been led far o ff the beaten 
path. There’s a lesson for 
you in their story.

CANCER (June 22-July
22) . Your intuition is hot, 
especially regarding 
someone else’s life. 
Unless you make the 
other person believe it, 
too, it does neither o f you 
any good. Work on your 
powers of persuasion.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). 
You love to portray the

Real Estate for Sale
BY OWNER: 2008 Merrily 
Drive, Kentwood. Very nice 3 
bdr, 2 bth, CH/A. fireplace, 
storm windows, new carpet, 
freshly painted inside, fenced 
backyard, storage building, car­
port and lots of extras. 
$78,000. Call (432)264-0002.
OLD FASHIONED charm with 
a Roomy Interior. Move in be­
fore X-mas with an Owner Fi­
nance option! 2 Extra large 
bedrooms, 2 baths - $30,000's. 
Call Janet @ Home Realtor 
(432)263-1284 or 213-5454.
OWNER FINANCE. 19605 
North Hwy. 87 in Ackerly, 2.64 
acres. 3 Bedroom, 1 bath 
w/barn. On 87 and 2230. 
$26,000.00, $3,000 Down. Toll 
Free 866-894-4591,
325-650-5900.
TOWNHOUSE. Beautiful View. 
Corner Lot. Prime Location. 2 
Bedroom, 2 bath, fireplace. 
Central Vacuum, 6 tt. wood 
fenced yard for pets, dcoble 
garage. Call (432)264-0627.

V eh ic les

3  N ew
2004 Ford Freeatar Vans 
. 12.000 Off MSRP

Bob Brock Ford
.')()() U . n il 267-7 12 1

m e who's got it all fig­
ured out, a big player and 
a real cool cat. By step­
ping into the role, you 
become this. Allow room 
for vulnerability, too.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 
22). You’re trying to go by 
the book, but a free-spirit­
ed (xemini is happy to 
lead you o ff the path. 
You’re likely to have 
more flin when you fol­
low this person.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). 
It’s the same old people 
and places you see, but 
it ’s a new you who is see­
ing them. You’ll notice 
what you never picked up 
on before and might also 
be inspired to call some­
one out on a lie.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24 Nov. 21). Your talent is ready. 
Now all you need is the 
right audience — one that 
has enough experience to 
appreciate the nuances of 
masterwork. A Virgo and 
a Pisces w ill applaud you.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22- 
Dec. 21). You might think 
that your life lacks exoti 
cism, but you’re mistak­
en. What is ordinary to 
you is intriguing and 
grand to someone else. 
Share your story about a 
mundane experience, and 
you’ll be surprised at the 
response.

CAPRICORN (Dec 22 
Jan. 19). You are kinder 
than have to be, a gift to 
the world that also hap 
pens to define you as a 
classy person. So if you 
lo ^  money or face in the 
process, don’t give it a 
second thought.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 
Feb. 18). You’ll revel in 
self-expression, and you 
don’t find it the least bit 
difficult to be unique. In 
order to share your ideas, 
explain them thoroughly. 
Much of what makes per 
feet sense to you must be 
broken down for your 
audience.

PISCES (Feb. 19 March 
20). A  partner adds sweet 
dimension to your activi­
ties today, as long as it’s 
the right partner. I f it’s 
not, there are plenty of 
opportunities for conflict 
that point this fact out.

CELEBRITY PRO 
FILES: Liberal
Massachusetts senator 
and 2004 presidential 
Democratic nominee 
John Kerry is out to 
prove that defeat does not 
equal retirement. Sen. 
Kerry hints that we have 
not seen the end of his 
grand political ambitions. 
Sagittarian leaders are 
particularly suited for 
foreign policy, as they are 
passionately driven to 
understand other cul 
tures.

I f  you would like to 
write to Holiday Mathis, 
please go to www.cre­
ators.com and click on 
"Write the Author " on the 
Holiday Mathis page, or 
you may send her a post­
card in the mail. To find  
out more about Holiday 
Mathis, visit the Creators 
Syndicate Web page at 
www.creators.com.

Jr

Extend your ndvertisinq reoch v/ith lexSCAN. yom Sfniev'/ide Classified Ad Network

Get
Your

Holiday
'onus.

SELL IN THE CLASSIFIEDS

By advertising your no-longer-used items in the classifieds, 
you'll have extra cash to do your own holiday shopping.

8 «ll N ow , Buy Latorl
Up To 25 Words, 3 Days

$ 1  O a O O  ftog. 21.25
Ad Attention Grabbing 

Header For $1.00

(432) 263-7331
classifiadsObigspringherald.com

IHer a id

a

i :

D

B

B

http://www.SwifiTiuckingiobs.com
http://www.uspensionfunding.com
http://www.norwoodindustries.com
http://www.rifidbuiiding.com
http://www.ftc.gov/biMp
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This Date 
In History
Today is Tuesday, Dec. 13, 

the 347th day of 2005. There 
are 18 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in 
History:

On Dec. 13, 1862, Union 
forces suffered a major 
defeat to the Confederates at 
the Battle of Fredericksburg.

On this date:
In 1577, Sir Francis Drake 

of England set out with five 
ships on a nearly three-year 
journey that would take him 
around the world.

In 1918, President Wilson 
arrived in France, becoming 
the first chief executive to 
visit Europe while in office.

In 1928, George 
Gershwin’s ' musical work 
“An American in Paris” had 
its premiere, at Carnegie 
Hall in New York.

In 1944, during World War 
II, the U.S. cruiser Nashville 
was badly damaged in a 
Japanese kamikaze attack 
that claimed more than 130 
lives.

In 1964, in El Paso, Texas, 
President Johnson and

Mexican President Gustavo 
Diaz Ordaz set off an explo­
sion that diverted the Rio 
Grande, reshaping the U.S.- 
Mexican border and ending 
a century-old dispute.

In 1978, the Philadelphia 
Mint began stamping the 
Susan B. Anthony dollar, 
which went into circulation 
the following July.

In 1981, authorities in 
Poland imposed martial law 
in a crackdown on the 
Solidarity labor movement. 
(Martial law formally ended 
in 1983.)

In 1994, an American 
Flagle commuter plane car­
rying 20 people crashed 
short of Ralelgh-Durham 
International Airport in 
North Carolina, killing 15.

In 2003, Saddam Hussein 
was captured by U.S. forces 

• while hiding in a hole under 
a farmhouse in Adwar, Iraq, 
near his hometown of 
Tikrit.

Today’s Birthdays: Former 
Secretary of State George P. 
Shultz is 85. Actor-com^ian 
Dick Van Dyke is 80. Actor 
Christopher Plummer is 78. 
Actor Robert Prosky is 75. 
Country singer Buck White 
is 75. Movie’ producer 
Richard Zanuck is 71. Singer 
Ted Nugent is 57. Rock

musician Jeff ’ Skunk’’ 
Baxter is 57. Country musi 
cian Ron Gi'tman is 57. 
Country singer John 
Anderson is 51. Singer-song­
writer Steve Forbert is 51. 
Singer-actor Morris Day is 
49. Actor Steve Buscemi is 
48. Actor-comedian Jamie 
Foxx is 38. Rock singer- 
musician Thomas Delonge 
(Blink 182) is :«). Actress 
Chelsea Hertford is 24.

Thought for Today: ”A 
society in which men n cog 
nize no check upon their 
freedom soon becoi.ies a 
society where freedom is the 
possession of only a savage 
few.” Judge Letirned 
Hand. American jurist (1872 
1961).

® 2005 The Associated 
Press.
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N ew sd ay C ro ssw o rd BEHIND THE W HEEL by Sally R Stein 
Edited by Stanley Newman 

www.stanxwords.com
ACROSS

. 1 Squeezing 
snakes 

5 Star of 
Bethlehem 
followers

9 More competent
14 British noble
15 G e t__a

good thing
16 Location
17 Avoiding
20 Color variation
21 Cincinnati’s 

state
22 Soda 

containers
23 Aussie greeting
25 Elephant tooth 
27 Suit to __
30 Rat relatives 
32 Behaved
36 Election Day 

mo.
37 Sharpen
38 Good for 

farming
39 Go-getter’s 

motivation
42 Restaurant 

activity
43 Mediterranean 

and Caribbean
44 Phonograph 

records: Abbr.
45 Pottery 

fragm ent'
46 Stinging insects
47 Happiness
48 37 Down 

teacher
50 Rip 
52 Italian 

wine region 
55 Prefix meaning 

"opposed to”
57 D M r in a 

Disney film 
61 Dtstracting

64 Pioneer’s path
65 Lumber-mill 

delivery
66 Prince Charles’ 

sister
67 Country in the 

Himalayas
68 Otherwise
69 Beer steins

DOWN
1 Porgyand__
2 Solemn vow
3 Vicinity
4 Heavy hammer
5 1002, in 

old Rome
6 Pesky
7 Vincent v an __
8 Egg on
9 Imitate 

10 Bad-luck
animal,
supposedly

11 Zhivago’s love
12 Business- 

schcxDl subj.
13 Football officials
18 Checker color
19 Dobbs of CNN
24 In the midst of
26 Dresses 

of India
27 Chilean 

mountains
28 Synagogue 

scroll
29 Lloyd Webber 

musical
3 1 __and desist
33 Short-term 

government 
security

34 Run off for love
35 Thickly packed
37 Yoga 

practitioner
38 Degrade

40 Where 
Norfolk is

41 Office 
conferences

46 Make a mess of
47 Alexander 

_ B e ll
49 Sprinted
51 Belly muscles
52 Business- 

envelope abbr.
53, “Be happy to!”
54 Ensnare
56 Pliers or 

wrench
58 Waiter’s 

handout
59 Explosion 

sound
60 “Beware the 

 of March”
62 Under the 

weather
63 Compass pt.
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Wacky F&cts
*  The first insulated bottles were made 

for home use 100 years ago. The word “thermos” 
(a trademarked name for a brand of the bottles) 

comes from a Greek word meaning “hot” 
Dec. 31: Make Up Your Mind Day

—  Warld Almanac for Kids

CopytipW 2005 Chidgo Tilbuna DIMntiuHd by Hiddf/Tritune

^Q iattef Box
‘Maybe Christmas,’ he thought, 
‘do^n’t come from a store. 

Maybe Christmas... peihaps... 
means a little bit more.’ ”
—  Dr. Seuss from, “How The 

y Grinch Stole Christmas."
VOLU
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1 « Wake up early 
to watch the sun rise.

Sleep in.

♦ Go sledding.

Try our tips 
for an amazing 

winter vacation
G ive yourseif a b re a k ... to  rem em ber! 

H ere are 50 boredom  busters  

fo r your w in ter vacation .

—  C h ica g o  Tribune

fake a disposable camera 
on a lone walk and snap photos 
until the lilm 's gone.

Pul loose photos into an 
album

Pla\ with your gills.

Make your family 
break last.

Come up with your own 
secret uKle.

l-am cash for the New 
Year by babysitting or walking 
a neighbor's dog.

I igure out how to say 
"Happy New'Sear ■ in another 
language, ( f io to www. 
y ourdictionary.com.)

\V rite tiown your New 
Year's resolutions.

Read a front-page 
new spa|vr story, start to finish.

Read the comics.

14.
Draw your own 

superhero.

15. Invent
the name of the \ 
planet that your 
superhero 
came from.

Stretch
for 1,‘i minutes (keep 
breathing and no bouncing!).

Figure out how to find 
an actual planet in the night sky. 
(Start at www.astronomy.com.)

Make a pizza and load 
it with your favorite toppings.

Think of something 
you’d change about the world 
if you could.

Write President Bush 
a letter. (Go to www. 
whitehouse.gov/contact.)

Swap CDs with friends.

' Try a new hairstyle.

Clear out a shelf or 
/ drawer in your room.

" Start filling
it again by collecting some­

thing that tickles you.

Record lave tunes 
and make a soundtrack for 
your life.

Learn ALL the words 
to a favorite song.

Sing it at the top of 
your lungs i.i the shower.

Bake cookies.

KL v> « Surprise a 
neighbor with fresh- 
baked cookies.

■■ > Throw away any 
leftover Halloween candy.

.. Start a journal.
V

Rename your sibs 
and call them by their new 
names.

>. Memorize a poem.

'  Spend a day at work 
with Mom or Dad.

Color with a pack.

younger sib.

Clean out your back-

Build a snowman.

""S Catch a matinee with 
friends.

35.
Sign up for an 
e-mail pen pal.

36 a Write a long.
chatty letter.

Memorize three jokes 
and test them out for laughs.

Go half a day without 
talking — just to see if you can.

Teach your dog a trick.

Teach yourself a trick 
like juggling or magic. (Go to 
w w w. k id/one. ws/i ndex. ht m)

Drop by a record 
store, slip on headphones and 
jam to a new artist.'

» Make your own music 
video with a camcorder.

Go ice-skating.

Organize a brrxrm 
hockey game.

‘4  » Recycle holiday greet­
ing cards. (Cut off the fronts 
and glue them on plain paper, 
folded in half.)
4 *^

Visit a cool museum.

w

ILLUSTRATIONS  
BY JOHN 

CORBITT./KRT

P H O T O S  BY  G U ILLA U M E  B O NN/UN ICEF

Ambassador Aken visits the Madi Opel 
IDPCampinUgandainMay.Morethanamil- 
Ikm people in northern Uganda have been 
forced frorn their hornes by dvil war and are 
living in displaced persons (IDP) camps.

In The News

Aiken on a mission
Time For Kids reporter Avery Hardy interviewed 

Clay Aiken about his job as a UNICEF ambassador. 
The “American Idol” runner-up visited Indonesia 
and Uganda to help those in n ^ .  As a former 
teacher. Aiken is also interested in helping those 

with learning disabilities become more accepted 
in society. He is now touring the country on 

his holiday tour.
‘Joyful Noi.se 2005.”

TFK: How does 
one gel named a UNICEF ambassador?

AIKEN: I think UNICEF goes abt>ut and tries 
to find people who it feels matches ... their philos­
ophy and what it is they do. 1 was a teacher before 
I started singing, and they were looking for some­
one to be an education ambassador. There was an 
obvious connection that I’d be an ambassador for 
education, so they gave me a call and asked me if 
I’d be interested.

TFK: What are your responsibilities?
AIKEN: My goal was to leam as much about 

UNICEF as 1 could, so that I could tell other peo­
ple what UNICEF does. There are such important 
stories that happen all thnuighout the world. The 
UNICEF ambassador program takes advantage of 
people’s celebrity ... because the news will talk to 
us and then ... we have an opportunity to talk about 
something that’s important and we can tell people 
what UNICEF does.

TFK: On the 
UNICEF Web site. I 
watched your virtual 
field trip through 
Uganda where the chil­
dren are suffering from 
over a decade of civil 
war. If you could do one 
thing for these children, 
what would it be?

AIKEN: If 1 could do 
one thing ... it would be 
to end the civil war. The 
Lord’s Resistance Army 
has been terrorizing kids 
in these villages and all 
of these districts in northern Uganda for the past 
18 years.... When people are made aware of (the 
situation), hopefully they’ll put pressure on their 
government to get this problem solved. Children 
who are 10 years old have never known what it’s 
like to sleep at home at night.

TFK: De.scribe the “Joyful Noise” tour.
AIKEN: It’s a Christmas tour. It’s a little more 

theatrical (than last year).... Our goal is to try to 
get people all warm and fuzzy for the holiday .sea­
son as early as we can.

TFK: Who are your favorite musical artists?
AIKEN: Growing up I never knew that I want­

ed to be a singer. I always thought that I wanted to 
be a teacher or a reporter... something different.
So I didn’t really have any musical artists that I 
followed or idolized. -  Awry Hardy. 10
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Aiken joined a class of 
boys at Pabbo IDP camp 
in the Guiu District.
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