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$2M deal struck for physician recruitment

Agreement between Midland Memorial and MDC will spread funds out over five years

By Joseph Basco

jbasco@mrt.com

Facing more shortages as doctors near
retirement, Midland Memorial Hospital

made an agreement with the Midland De-
velopment Corp. on Thursday for physi-
cum recrmung efforts.
agreement, MDC will reimburse
32 million from fiscal years
20]5 to 2019 — caﬁped at $450,000 per
year — to recruit physicians. Reimburse-

According to a physician needs as-
sessment Meyers presented to the MDC
board, 60 percent of physicians in MMH's
service area — Midland and parts of
Andrews, Big Spring, Odessa and Stanton
— 15 between 45 and 64. And the average
age of physicians in the service area is 52.

Overall, 152 more physicians are need-
ed, according to the assessment. Of those,
26 would specialize in family practice, 23

recruiting physicians and their families to
Midland, according to the agreement.
“Over the years, the pattern of physician
recruitment has tended to be fairly spo-
radic, kind of tracking the boom-and-bust
cycle of our economy,” said Russell Mey-
ers, president and CEO of MMH. “When
| got here a few years ago, it was striking
to me how tightly clustered our physicians
were around the same age cohort. One day
we thought, my goodness, they could all
retire at once.

ment will be at the end of each fiscal year,
after the hospital has aiready paid for
recruitment efforts. |

The reimbursements will be limited
to $120,000 per physician committed
to moving and working in Midland and
$50,000 to potential physicians who do
not relocate to Midland.

The money to be reimbursed will be
used for professional fees for placement or
search firms, hotel, travel, meals and other

expenses or fees reasonably related to Please see DEAL/MA

Local school

leaders open

conversation
on future

By Lindsay Weaver

(dessa American

Koving over discussion points from
embracing technology to convincing
parents and students how worthwhile an
education i1s, nine education leaders in the
Permian Basin and a few from elsewhere
in Texas hashed 1t out during an open
conversatior Thursday might

Named the “"Achieving Educational
Success Together - A Community Ap-
proach,” the University of Texas of the
Permian Basin's JBS Public | eadership
Institute put the forum together in which
about S0 people attended, several ol
whom submitted questions answered by
the panelists

After an hour, what could be concluded
was public schools — whether Ector
County Independent School District or
UTPB — are grappling with many chal
lenges 1n part to the o1l boom. 1n part to
the state assessment ¢ *Xpeclations and 1n
part 10 a long hist of many more

“Can | give all of you a teacher’s cer
thcate”” ECISD Superintendent Thomas
Crowe joked at one point when modera
lor Frank Hernandez. UTPB's dean of
Education, referred to how a district can
keep up with the demand ol the popula
lion growth

“lt1s a challenge. We spent the year 30
teachers short,” Crowe said. “It’s incum
bent on us to work with the community
college and university to say here's the
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Wall Street Lofts and parking garage construction is photographed Thursday from the roof of the Reporter-Telegram building on Baird Street and
inois Avenue. Other construction slated for the area is a new municipal courthouse

Payday loan ruling favors city of Midland
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By Joseph Basco

jbasco@mrt.com

A court ruling that upholds the city
of Dallas’ payday loan industry regula-
tions was met with mixed but obvious
results from local parties that anticipate
a similar lawsuit-locally.

The city of Midland, preparing for
enforcement of its own payday loan
ordinance on Sept. 1, views the May 23
Fifth District Court of Appeals' decmm
as

“It is an appellate court precedent
that is in favor of the city of Midland,”
said John Onhemiﬂet, first assistant city

Andy Lasater, owner of three About
Cash stores in the area and a vocal oppo-
nent of the proposed Midland ordinance,
said the situation going on in Dallas isn’t
applicable to Midland. The data he has
compiled from his stores are “in ¢ on-
flict” with what the Midland ordinance
1s based on, he said.

Midland’s ordinance contains rules
that are very similar to Dallas’ ordi-
nance. Some of the similarities include
limiting Joan payment installments
to four and that the proceeds of each
installment will have to be at least 25
percent of the principal.

“Instead of copying what somebody
else did, our city management should

have gone and visited the stores and
have some real feel for what's really go
ing on locally,” Lasater said.

City Council first voted on the local
payday loan ordinance on May 20 with
unanimous approval. Lasater and the
city previously acknowledged it expects
a lawsuit if City Council makes a second
approval of a local payday loan ordi-
nance.

Before the first approval, Mayor Jerry
Morales and Ohnemiller met with local
and statewide payday loan industry
representatives, including Lasater. At
that meeting, there was a disagree-

Please see RULING/4A
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teacher programs we need, to say to the
comin ity to get enrolled.”

He added that if ECISD can’t bring n
teachers from elsewhere other than the
region, “then let's create them trom the
inside.

Crowe was one voice dMong the other
leaders, which included: the Director of
Catholic Chanties Valene Longona. An
drews ISD Superintendent Bobby Azam.
Winona ISD Denise Shetter, Presidio ISD
Superintendent Dennis McEntire, Assis
tant Commussioner of Texas Higher Edu
cation Coordinating Board Rex Peebles.
Midland College President Steve Thomas.

Please see FUTURE/4A
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Another
Midland
woman,
Kimberly
Michelle
Dunman,
27, reportedly made coun-
terfeit money in her west
Midland trailer park home,
according to an arrest
affidavit.

Espinoza-Ruiz agreed to
let Dunman bring the fake
$200 to her work on May
| 3 around the time the

held Thursday on
a $125,000 bond, and
on a $150,000 bond.
If convicted, the womien
could each face up to four
years in prison.

MPD: Man fires gun

while driving through
neighborhood

A Midland man is ac-
cused of firing multiple
gunshots while driving
through a southwest
Midland neighborhood on

Miguel Angel Munoz,
20, was charged with dead-
ly conduct by discharge of
a firearm and tampering
with evidence, both third-
degree felonies.

After he had already
been pulled over and ar-
rested on suspicion of driv-
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Suburban. He then threw

the gun out of the vehicle’s

window after he noticed
an MPD ofiicer was trying
to pull him over, the report
said.

Police found the gun

"in the neighborhood and
determined it was the same

gun that had been reported
stolen from Cinergy Cin-
emas and Entertainment,

where Munoz is employed,

the affidavit said.

The man denied stealing
the gun, the report said.

As of Thursday evening,
Munoz was still being held
on multiple bonds totaling
$80,000.

If convicted of the felony

charges, he could face up
to 20 years in prison.
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Official: Texas can keep lethal drug source secret

Assocrated Press

DALLAS -— Texas’
prison system does not
have to reveal where 1t
gets 1ts execution drugs,
the state attorney general’s
office said Thursday, mark-
Ing a reversal by the state’s
OPp proseculor on an 1ssue
being challenged in several
death penalty states

Under Greg Abbott,
who 1s also the Republican
nominee for governor in
the nation’s busiest death
penalty state, the Texas
Attorney General's Ofhce
had since 2010 rejected
three simular attempts by
the Texas Department of
Criminal Justice to keep
secret its source of the
drugs used to carry out
lethal Injections

But on Thursday. Ab-
bott s ofhce sided with
state prison ofhcials who
said their supphier would
be in danger if identified,
citing a “threat assess-
ment” signed by Texas De-
partment of Public Safety
director Steven McCraw.

' he assessment, a one-
page letter dated March 7,
sald pharmacies “by design
are easily accessible to the
public and present a soft
larget to violent attacks.”
He added that naming
a pharmacy supplying

execution drugs “‘presents a

substantial threat of physi-
cal harm ... and should

be avoided to the greatest
extent possible.”

Abbott’s decision came
the same day Missouri
Attorney General Chnis
Koster said his state
should consider creating
its own laboratory to make
execution drugs rather
than relying on “uneasy
cooperation” with outside
suppliers. A state-operated
lab would be a first, and it

wasn 't immediately clear if
Missoun could open such a

lab without approval from
lawmakers.

Missourn and Texas
are among death pen-
alty states that contend the
compounding pharmacies
providing them with ex-
ecution drugs must remain
secret 1n order to protect
the suppliers from threats
of violence. Lawyers for
death row inmates say they
need the information to
verify'the drugs’ potency
and protect inmates from
unconstitutionally cruel
and unusual punishment.

Courts — including the
U.S. Supreme Court —
have yet to halt an ex-
ecution based on a state’s
refusal to reveal its drug
supplier. The secrecy argu-
ment also was used ahead
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of a bungled execution

last month in Oklahoma,
though that inmate’s faulty
veins, not the execution
drug, were cited as the
likely culprit of the prob-
lems there.

Unlike some states. Texas

law doesn’t specifically say
whether prison officials
must disclose where they
buy lethal injection drugs.
The opinion from Abbott’s
office Thursday cites the
threat assessment as the
justification for doing so,
saying that “in this instance
and when analyzing the
probability of harm, this
office must defer to the
representations of DPS, the
law enforcement experts
charged with assessing
threats to public safety.”

Prison officials in Texas
have previously provided
little public evidence to
support their claim that
its execution drug sup-
plier would be in danger if
identified.

State and local law
enforcement, including a
spokesman for the Depart-
ment of Public Safety, said
last month they were not
Investigating any threats
against a Houston-area
compounding pharmacy
previously identified as the
state s execution supplier.

The pharmacy’s owner

S

.

had complained of
“constant inquines from
the press, the hate mail
and messages,” and the
DPS assessment released
Thursday said some of the
threats made against that
pharmacy “should be taken
seriously.” It does not say
why, and a spokesman for
the agency did not imme-
‘diately return a message
Thursday night asking if
those threats are now under

investigation.

In Missouri, Koster
said that-he believes his
state’s Legislature “should
remove market-driven
partici and pres-
sures from the system
and appropriate funds to
establish a state-operated,
DEA-licensed laboratory
to produce the execution
chemicals in our state,”
according to a transcript
provided by his office.
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i ilty to those charges but asked
. fmaxymhhme. Davis

}d during a short sentencing trial in
m. three months after launching her

)

C :
The break-in hadn't been publicly
known until by Dallas televi-
sion station KXAS. Davis spokesman Zac

| Petkanas called'it a private matter.

pu
because it was Wendy Davis, but-bec
it was a official.”

Johnson said she's a Democrat and likes
Davis but worked for the best outcome for
her client. Dickerson had a past criminal
record that jurors were dllowed to consid-
er, she said, and though she couldn’t recall
his previous arrests she said none were
felonies. Petkanas said Davis was grate-
ful to police but referred questions about
Dickerson’s sentence to prosecutors.
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LUBBOCK
Texas’ holiday rains
ease some drought
conditions

Rains that fell across
much of Texas over the
Memonal Day weekend
have improved drought
conditions in some of the
driest parts of the state.

The U.S. Drought
Monitor map released
Thursday shows the dniesl

|

ARLINGTON — North
Texas gun rights advo-
cates are suing the city of
Arlington for amending
an ordinance that they
claim i1s discnnminatory and
infringes upon free speech
| rights, in the latest sign of
growing tensions among
| gun activists and govern-

. ment forces in Texas.

. The amendment bars

. people from approaching

- motonsts at high-trathc
intersections and busy

. roads, which the grolp

_— AR e — e

e,” Petkanas said in a statement.
Tarrant County District Attorney Joe
Shannon said his office handled the case
like any other burglary. He said Johnson
aﬂ'uu:i prosecutors a five-year sentence
but refused to negotiate further after they
counteroffered a deal for six years.
“Obviously, the jury believed the
defendant’s conduct warranted more time
in prison. The defendant received a fair
tnal and the victim was satisfied with the
outcome,” Shannon said in a statement.
According to a Fort Worth police report
obtained by KXAS, Davis’ then-boyfriend
Will Wynn, a former Austin mayor, told
police he was doing yard work when he
went inside and was confronted by an

e —— oo S ———

intruder. Dickerson allegedly told him “]
must be in the wrong house™ before going
to the garage, where he got in Davis’ car
and drove off.

Johnson said Dickerson ended up
circling back around to the house and was
stopped by police.

Johnson said Davis's testimony lasted
|5 minutes and that she answered only
questions that filled in details about the
break-in.

Despite being sentenced to 8 years,
Dickerson could be eligible for parole
much sooner, Johnson said. She described
her client as being satisfied with the
sentence even though she believes it could
have been shorter.

“My goal was to get nobody on that jury
was a Wendy Davis lover,” Johnson said, ]
felt like it could harm him in the long run.”

Gun rights group sues over printed material ban

Associated Press

Texas has grown to 16,000
members, and has inspired
dozens oi loosely affiliated
oftshoots.

Texas has some of the
least restrictive gun laws
in the country, but openly
carrying handguns remains
illegal. In addition, gun
holders can be charged
with disorderly conduct if
anyone around them feels
threatened.

Open Carry Texas, Open
Carry larrant County and
other groups are planning a
heavily armed appearance
at the Republican Party of

designations 1n West and
Southwest Texas improved
one stage — (O extreme
drought.

Areas In extreme
drought, such as the Roll-
ing Plains east of Lubbock,

- Open Carry lTarrant County

says violates free speech

. by barring its members
. from passing out literature
- and pocket-size copies of

the U.S. Constitution
The group’s coordinator.

Associlated Press

Texas annual convention
scheduled for next week 1n
Fort Worth.

The activists’ demon-
strations, while peaceful,
have nonetheless upsel
YOIME wilnesses

IT] also impreved one step, to
'h“ . moderate.
:““U The rains provided short-

_ term relief to the Pan-

il handle and South Plains
regions, which are in their
fourth year of drought.

May and June normally
are the wettest months in
Texas. The system that
brought the rains i1s typical
for this ime of year.

The most rain fell
around San Angelo, where
the National Weather Ser-
vice says some locations
got as much as || inches

- lawsunt.

ATHENS
Fire strikes East
Texas fertilizer lot

ATHENS — A fertihizer
fire at an East Texas farm
supply lot appeared late
Thursday to be burning
itself out.

The fire was 1n Athens, a
town of about | 3.000 resi-
dents about 70 miles south-
east of Dallas. Police told
reporters at the scene that
NO 1njunes were reported.

Police had cordoned off
a hve-block radiwus from
the East Texas Ag Supply
lot, where the fire struck
about 6 p.m. As of 7:30
p.m., however, aenal video
showed that where there
had been a 60-foot column
of flames, there was now
little more than-a smoking
ruin framed by charred
walls

Fertilizer fires have been
of concern in Texas since
an April 2013 fertilizer
plant explosion killed 15,
injured about 200 others
and devastated the Central
Texas town of West.
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Kory Watkins, a Repub-
lican school board candi-
| date, argues in the federal
| lawsuit that the amendment
' has had a “chilling effect”
| on the group’s members
- City officials, however
say the amendment to the
1994 ordinance was only
implemented in response
to the group’s threats of a

“We made a revision
to the ordinance to make
sure everyone was treated
equally,” said Arlington’s
assistant city attorney,
Robert Fugate. ““They
could be handing out
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bananas or copies of the
Constitution. The content
of what they re trying to do
1s not relevant.

Open Carry Tarrant
County, which filed the
lawsuit this week, 1s part
of a statewide effort for
less restnctive gun laws
in Texas, including a push
to allow the open carry of
handguns

The movement was tng-
gered last year when police
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arrested Fort Hood Master

Kory Watkins, coordinator for Open Carry Tarrant County poses for a portrait Thursday while hoiding
his RHomanian AK 47 in Haltom City. North Texas gun nights advocates are suing the city of Arlington
for amending an ordinance that they claim is discnminatory and infringes upon free speech rights, in
the latest sign of growing tensions among gun activists and government forces in Texas

Sgt. C.J. Gnisham on a
resisting arrest charge. He
ulumately was convicted
of intertering with police
duties. He was walking 1n
the outskirts of Temple.
lexas, armed with a semn
automatic rnifle when an
officer approached. His
son videotaped his arrest

momentum o ¢

he was tned and

gutlty, and a jur
2.000). He 1s ¢t

the meantime. (

and [N‘ﬁlt.‘d it on Youlube
INSPIFINE a wave ol support
tor Grisham. who used the

Open Carry lTexas
After being jarled briefly.

appealing the verdict. In

'he Chipotle restaurant
chain asked customers this
month not to bring hrearms
Into 1ts stores after mem-
bers of Open Carry Texas
brought military-style
assault nfles into one of 1ts
restaurants in lexas

Fort Worth and Arling-
ton police responded to
911 calls earhier this month
reporting that groups of
men armed with nfles and
shotguns had entered a
fast-tood restaurant 1in therr
Cles

stablish

| found
y hned ham
irrently
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B Lee High School, 4 p.m. Satur-
day, Chap Center

Community calendar

$35,000 reimbursement per
et physician. that pe-
would specialize in internal  riod, 34 out of 40 doctors

8 The 26th annual Midland medicine and 14 would were recruited
S e s specialize in pediatrics. through the program; 22 of
County high school graduates and The agreement also in- them are still practicing in
thelr guests is planned for 10 p.m. cludes $50,000 relocation  Midland.

Saturday 10 10 3 a.m. Sunday at
Midland Center

bonuses and $5,000 per “There’s no question that
month stipends for every what we did before was a

The pary is ree for gradustes and physician-in-training or  big success,” Meyers said.
dy 4, b b o resident physician the hos-  “And I'm really pleased to
/east thew sophomore year in high pital recruits. Preference be able to talk to you about
school). There will be food, games will be given to physicians-  doing it again, and doing it
and prizes for the graduates. The | In-training or resident In a bigger way.”
prizes will be awarded at the end of physicians who graduated The MDC and MMH
SR SO S e from Midland high schools  agreement will go before
Gom “mm or colleges. City Council at its next

® Or Ben Carson will sign copees “If th_cy'rg familiar with  meeting on June 17.
of his book, “One Nation: What We | our region, if they know
fan Al & '? iﬂ Mmﬁ‘;;m about our conservative PROPOSED SPACEPORT

PR, Barnes values and embrace them, |
Mm‘::;wm 20": they 're much more likely Also at Thursday’s meet-

director of pediairic neurosurgery at | The 2014 Scripps National Spelling Bee co-champions to consider working here _ ing, the MDC board unani-
Johns Hopkins Hospital, is aWash- | 1hwar of Painted Post, N.Y. mb“"r&. with their and then plant their roots,”  mously approved starting

ington Times columnist and Fox News | Bee competition Thursday at National Harbor in Oxon Hill. Md. Meyers said. negotiations with Lone
contributor. He is a former member of e

%

| The provisions for the: Western Star Development
::f;m‘ mm B'”:tg”f” physicians-in-training and  for the construction of a _
Medal of Freedom | . o resident physicians also facility at the proposed ation. Ye
| includes a paragraph that Midland spaceport. of humo
New movies states Jerry Morales, Scott The facility wil be ligence,
in Midland Dufford, Jeff Sparks and for Orbital Outfitters, a apt than
® the city attorney shall be California-based space oritize lo
B At Tall City 14: “A Million Ways non-voting members of company that creates space plaq: gre
10 Die in the West” "Maleficent’ O S as CO-C am lons any physician-in-training suits and vehicle mockups. a suitor’s
'C':’ o - . selection committee to Orbital Outfitters is one of tion and
- m et provide input and recom-  two space companies MDC It’s nol
Maleficent mendations, according to has recruited to Midland; who feel
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Most say it's OK to
ask someone out because
he or she seems success-
ful. But even more say
it's to turn
down because they
haven't had much success.

One-third think it's OK
to search for online clues
about a potential first
date’s success in life. But
very few say daters should
pay attention to each
other’s finances before they
are exclusive.

Overall, the traits that
men and women rate as
important hew to tradi-
tional gender roles.

Men and women agree
that personality is the most
important trait to consider
when deciding whether
to go on a first date with
someone, and very few say
money 1s a top consider-
ation. Yet for men, a sense
of humor outweighs intel-
ligence, and they are more
apt than women to pri-
oritize looks. Most women
place greater emphasis on
a suitor’s financial situa-
tion and career ambitions.

It’s not just older people
who feel that way. The
differences are amplified
among younger singles.
About half of single men
under age 45 say looks are
a priority, while 70 percent
of single women under 45
call career ambitions key.

There’s a clear gender
gap on finances.

Men are less likely than
women (o say they're com-
fortable dating someone
who makes significantly
more money than they do.
Seventy-one percent of
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pared with 59 percent
of men. Women are more
wary of dating someone
who eams less. Forty-three
percent of men would be
OK dating someone with

a significantly lower sal-
ary, but just 28 percent of
women would.

More broadly, uncoupled
Americans are squeamish
about dating those whose
financial situations may

not equal their own.
Acgu.ky financial past is

generally acceptable, and
more say they're comfort-
able dating someone who
grew up in a poor family
than in a wealthy one. But
a questionable present
inspires doubt.

Just 16 percent say they
would be comfortable dat-
Ing someone who is unem-
ployed, and 23 percent say
they would be comfortable
dating someone with sig-
nificant student loan debt.

Once dating turns to
commitment and love,
money 1S a bigger consid-
eration for women when
deciding whether to wed.

Among men who aren’t
married or living with a
partner, 84 percent say
they'd marry someone they
love regardless of whether
she or he could provide
financial security. Women
are more cautious, with
61 percent would choose
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Call for
Your FREE

In-Home
Water Test.

marriage for love without
regard to financial standing.

Over time, Americans’
views on how women ought
to balance family and ca-
reer have shifted in favor of
greater choice for women.
But the poll also finds a
more restrictive view on
how men with a family
ought to view their career,
sugfesting the rules many
apply to dating continue
once families are formed.

A Time/Yankelovich
survey conducted in March
1978 found that about
three-quarters of Ameri-
cans felt women ought
to put their husbands and
children ahead of their
careers and felt women
with young children
shouldn’t work outside the
home unless it’s financially

necessary. Now, about half

hold those views.

But the AP-WE tv poll
also found that half of
Americans believe a man
with a family has a respon-
sibility to choose a-higher-
paying job over one that is
more satisfying, compared
with 42 percent who felt
that way in 1978.

The poll was conducted
in conjunction with WE tv
ahead of the launch of the
show “Mystery Million-
aire.”

The poll was conducted
May 16-19 using Knowl-
edgePanel, GfK's proba-
bility-based online panel
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Women are more than men (0 seek a potential mate with
career ambitions and stabiity, an AP-WE tv poll finds
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designed to be representa-
tive of the U.S. population.
it involved online inter-
views with 1,354 adults,

including an oversample ‘of

310 adults who have never
been married. Results for
all respondents have a
margin of sampling error
of plus or minus 3 percent-
age points.

Respondents were first
selected randomly us-
ing phone or mail survey
methods and were later
interviewed online. People
selected for Knowledge-
Panel who didn’t otherwise
have access (o the Internet
were provided with the
ability to access the Inter-
net at no cost to them.

BASIN CARE
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t is fitting that the day before Presi-
dent Obama gives his grand West
Point address the wisdom
and prudence of his foreign policy, his
government should be urging
to evacuate Libya.

Libya, of course, was once the model
Obama intervention — the exquisitely cal-
ibrated military engagement wnppe! In
the rhetorical extravagance of a nationally
televised address proclaiming his newest
foreign policy doctrine (they change to fit

the latest ad hoc decision): the responsibil-

ity to protect.

You don’t hear R2P bandied about
much anymore. Not with more than
50,000 civilians having been slaughtered
in Syna'’s civil war, unprotected in any
way by the United States. Nor for that
matter do you hear much about Libya,
NOW SO dan'i:musly chaotic and jihadi-in-
fested that the State Department is telling
Americans to get out.

And you didn’t hear much of anything
in the West Point speech. It was a somber
parade of straw men, as the president ap-
plauded himself for steering the nation on
a nervy middle course between extreme
isolationism and madcap interventionism.

OUR VIEW

Mother Nature finally
delivers some rain; give
- the sprinklers a break

Laurels

in the Reporter-Telegram,

Henrys have done just that.

excellence.”

turn off the sprinkler for a few days.

AITow

® For Paula and Jim Henry and Jan and Steve Davidson. The
couples are to be commended for the latest project for this com-
munity's kids: the new Chnis Davidson Opportunity Park near the
Bush Tennis Center. Henry Energy 1s donating the land on which
the park will be built. The Davidsons, former Midlanders who now
live in Colleyville, were behind the onginal park that 1s named
in honor of their son, who died before it was completed. Now the
Davidsons have planned an upgraded park and will be helping raise
funds for the facility. As Steve Davidson said in a May 23 article
If it’s good for the commumty, 1f 1t
impacts children, people just step up.” We think the Davidsons and

@ For Trinity School. After five years of planning and fundrais-
ing. the private school broke ground last week on
two-phase $34 million campus master plan. The project includes a
new commons, upper school, administration buildings and gym-
nasium and renovations to the current buildings. We wish Trinity
well as it continues its mission of “educating the whole student to

& For Mother Nature. West Texas was blessed with rain that
impacted our lawns, our watersheds and our community psyche.
Yes, the drought is not over, but this was a shot in the arm. We
would like to take this opportunity to remind Midland residents to

& For Ryan Sitton. We were glad to see an oil engineer take the
Republican nomination for the soon-to-be vacant seat on the Rail-
road Commission. We weren’t the only ones. In Midland County,
no Republican on the runoff ballot collected more votes (3,176) or
a greater percentage of votes (77.22) than Sitton.

® For voter turnout. The Midiand County Elections Office 1s
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Option 1. All-out war.

Option 2. Unilateral surrender.

Option 3. Policy X.

The isolationism of Obama’s telling is
a species not to be found anywhere. Not
even Rand Paul would withdraw from
everywhere. And even members of Con-
gress’ dovish left have called for sending
drones to Nigeria, for God’s sake.

As for Obama’s interventionists, they
are grotesquely described as people “who
think military intervention is the only
way for America to avoid looking weak™
while Obama courageously refuses to be-
lieve that “every problem has a military
solution.”

Name one person who does.

“Why is it that everybody is so eager to
use military force?” Obama recently and
plaintively asked about Ukraine. In real-

been retaken by the government. The
battle has by now so decisively tilted to-
ward Assad — backed by Russia, Iran and
Hezbollah, while Obama dithered — that
Assad is holding triumphal presidential
elections next week.

Amid all this, Obama seems unaware
of how far his country has fallen. He attni-
butes claims of American decline to either
misreading history or partisan politics.
Problem is: Most of the complaints are
coming from abroad, from U.S. allies with
no stake whatsoever in U.S. partisan poli-

you want not to forfeit our terribl hard-
earned gains — as we forfeited

gains in with the 2011 mth(hwal

— why not let conditions dictate the
post-2014 drawdowns? Why go to zero —
precisely by 20167

For the same reason, perhaps, that
the Af surge was ended precisely
in 2012, in the middle of the fighting
season — but before the November elec-
tion. A 2016 Afghan end date might help
Democrats electorally and, occurring with
Obama still in office, provide a shiny new
line to his resume.

Is this how a great nation decides mat-
ters of war and peace — to help one party
and polish the reputation of one man? As
with the West Point speech itself, as with
the president’s entire foreign policy of
retreat, one can only marvel at the small-
ness of it all.

one of a

nas
dnys

1se, the Democrats did well in Tues-

xas GOP runoffs. And, perhaps even
more surprising, the Dems a!so managed not to
screw up their own runoffs.

None of this, of course, means Democrats have
much chance of winning much in November, but
the runoffs showed that Republicans, swerving
even further right (next up: fetal voting rights?)
may give Dems a fighting chance in future years.

Democrats have good runoff day

B They didn’'t embarrass themselves and
watched the GOP in Texas deliver divisive
candidates. At least that is what they are
telling themselves

HERMAN

Cox Newspapers

releasing 1980s medical records detailing Patrick’s
mental health issues back then.

(Best overheard line from a Dewhurst backer
at his defeat party:
people””)

“What the hell is wrong with

reporting 4,484 votes cast in the Tuesday’s runoff elections. That
1s 6.05 percent of the 74,133 registered voters. Midland's apathy at
the polls was bipartisan. There 1s no excuse for not voting.
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The Dems scored Repub runoff wins when GOP
voters picked a lite guv candidate who some Re-
publicans think may be mentally unstable and an
attorney general candidate who recently confessed
to breaking the law. And the Dems won their own
U.S. Senate runoff by not nominating Kesha Rog-
ers, a LaRouchie (look it up) who wants President
Barack Obama impeached. Rogers lost to David
Alameel, who |l face GOP Sen. John Comyn.

The Dems also did themselves a favor by nomi-
nating Jim Hogan, an unknown, for agriculture
commissioner over Kinky Friedman, a known
who, in a new twist on his tired political act, ran
on a legalize-pot platform, perhaps not an 1ssue
Dems want lit up this year.

All in all, it was all pretty good for Texas Demo-
crats who think, led by gubermatorial nominee
Wendy Davis, they're headed for their first state-
wide win since 1994. Maybe.

But that’s for November. Let’s stick to now. The
Dems’ big win Tuesday was Houston state Sen.
Dan Patrick’s defeat of three-term GOP Lt. Gov.
David Dewhurst. Patrick is petfecl for Dems who
want to portray R as way right of where
many Texans hvecm now faces Sen. Leticia Van
De Putte, D-San Antonio, who may be way left of
where many Texans live,

Either way, Dems were helped by GOP efforts
to tarnish Patrick, including Dewhurst TV ads.
Land Commissioner Jerry Patterson, a loser in
the March GOP lite guv primary, pitched in by

In the GOP attorney general runoff, McKinney
Sen. Ken Paxton beat Dallas Rep. Dan Branch,
who reminded voters Paxton recently ran afoul of
state law requiring him to register as an investment
adviser. Paxton, like Patrick a tea party favonite,
now faces Democrat Sam Houston, who, unless
it's a different one, 1s 221 years old.

The next good show comes next week when
the Texas GOP — fresh from putting the “fun”

In “dysfunctional” — makes believe it’s one big,
happy family at its state convention. That effort
could be challenged by a potentially contentious
presidential straw poll pitting Gov: Rick Perry

vs. Sen. Ted Cruz, as well as Texas-raised Sen.
Rand Paul of Kentucky and Texas-born Jeb Bush.
(You never can have too many Texans running for
president.)

But before Dems get too good a laugh out of
Tuesday’s outcomes, let’s remember this: The
screaming Senate gallery mob that shouted down
the GOP-controlled Senate’s first attempt to pass
an abortion restriction bill in June 2013 helped
boost Patrick, who used that night as an example -
of Dewhurst’s poor leadership.

Now the mobsters must deal with a reality they
helped create: going to get a lieutenant
governor (Van de I!utu:) they’ll like a lot more or
one (Patrick) they’ll like a lot less.

“Some Democrats have said they want me to be
the nominee,” Patrick said Tuesday night. "Well
they ve got me.”

COoNTACT YOUR REPRESENTATIVE

GOVERNOR

Rick Perry (R)

Adkirsss: PO. Box 12428, Austin, TX 78711
Phone: 512-463-2000

Website: www.governor state tx us

Kel Seliger (R)
Phone: 620-0436

www_senate state tx us/75¢/senate/mem-
bers/dist31/dist31.htm

dist82/craddick hm
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m Obama’s abllm
the issue meaning-

fully is limited to calling
for research and trying to
jumpstart a national con-
versation to teach parents

coaches and young athletes

about concussions — the
goal of a summit he hosted
at the White House.

He also said a new
attitude is needed where
players who have been hit
don’t feel wimpy for sit-
out a game or two.
have to change a
culture that says you suck
it up,” Obama said, adding
that he probably suffered
mild concussions as a

football . He

that concussions are
also an issue in soccer,
hockey, lacrosse and other

contact sports.

House panel votes
to allow waivers on
school meals

A House committee has
endorsed a Republican
plan to allow some schools
to opt out of healthier meal
standards.

The vote comes as first
lady Michelle Obama
campaigns in support of
the standards. On Tuesday,
she met with school nutri-
tion officials who said the
guidelines are working in
their schools.

The rules set by Con-
gress and the Obama
administration over the
past several years require
more fruits, vegetables and
whole in the lunch
line. , there are limits
on sodlum, sugar and fat.

Some school nutrition
directors have lobbied for
a break, saying the rules
have proved to be costly
and restrictive.

The Republican provi-
sion in an ture
spending bill would allow
schools to opt out of the
standards for the next
school year if the schools
are losing money on meal
programs for a six-month
period. The House Ap-
propriations Committee
rejected, by a 29-22 vote,

a Democratic amendment
that would have removed
the GOP language. A sub-
committee ed the
spending bill last week.

Republicans have said
the standards are overreach.

“Bottom line is schools
are finding the regulations
to be too much too quick,”
said Rep. Robert Ader-
holt, R-Ala., who wrote
the language. “They need
more time."

ﬁ;luhrliljubddab-
gations of delayed

A federal mvesuga
tion of operations in the
troubled Phoenix VA
Health Care System found
that about 1,700 veter-

| ans in need of care were

“at nisk of being lost or
forgotten™ after being kcpt
off an official waiting lis

about 6.5 million veterans
annually.

The interim report con-
firmed earlier allegations
of excessive waiting times
for care in Phoenix, with
an average |15-day wait

for a first appointment for -

medical
mndﬂmdmtu\m

Veterans Affairs Secretary Eric Shinseki testifies

continued o
VA facilities nationwide.

those on the waiting list —
nearly five times as long
as the 24-day average the
hospital had

Speakul John

Nancy Pelosi
md M were reserving

judgment about Shin-

seki. But with the situa-
tion threatening to affect
congressional elect:ons In
November, the chorus of
lawmakers calling for his
departure grew by the hour.
- Democratic Sens. Mark
Warner and Tim Kaine of
Virginia, Mary Landrieu of
Louisiana, Jeff Merkley of
Oregon and New Mexico's
Tom Udall and Martin
Heinrich all urged Shinseki

and House Minor-

to step aside. Eleven Sen-
ate Democrats have called
for Shinseki’s resignation
since Wednesday, when
the VA inspector general
report came out. All but -
Heinrich are on the ballot
this fall.

White House press
secretary Jay Carney
declined to say whether
President Barack Obama

~stull has full confidence 1n

Shinseki, who has led the
VA since the start of the
Obama administration. The
president is waiting for a
full investigation into the
VA before deciding who
should be held account-
able, Carney said.

Rep. Steve Israel. the

Santorum, Palin sﬁpport challenger in Miss. race

Associated Press

WASHINGTON - For-

| mer presidential contender

Rick Santorum and vice
presidential nominee
Sarah Palin on Thursday
began star turns in ads
backing the Mississippi
state lawmaker challeng-
ing longtime Republican
Sen. Thad Cochran in next
week’s Senate primary.
Santorum and Palin
were the latest conser-
vative darlings to back
Chris McDaniel, whose
challenge to Cochran is
poised 1o be one of the few
potential success stories
for the tea party this elec-
tion year. Outside groups
have poured millions into
the race, which illustrates
the split within the GOP

between rank-and-file ac-
tivists and establishment-
minded operatives and
donors.

“1 know what it takes
to stand up and fight-for
conservative principles in
Washington,” Santorum
says in one 30-second
television ad that the
independent Citizens
United Political Victory
Fund is bankrolling. “Chris
McDaniel is a principled,
conservative leader who
will raise Mississippi’s
voice and vote your values

in the Senate.”

Santorum, who served in
the Senate with Cochran,
did not mention his former
colleague in the ad or in
a statement announcing
his endorsement released
Thursday through McDan-

would like to Welcome
PAUL BOLIN
to the Fleet Department.
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1el’s campaign.

Palin, a former Alaska
governor and 2008 Repub-
lican vice presidential can-
didate, says 1n a 60-second
radio ad that McDaniel is
“running for the Senate to
shake up the way things
work up there.” :

“Mississippians have a
chance 1o send a message
to Washington on June 3.°
Palin said. “Chns McDan-
iel 1s the type of guy who
will fight for us. He'll fight
for our values.”
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May 15 on Capitol Hill in Washington. Shinseki
fight for his job Thursday amid allegations of delayed medical care and misconduct at

New York Democrat who
chairs the party’s campaign
committee in the House,
called for a criminal inves-
tigation of the department
by the Justice Department
and said of Shinseki, “If
his resignation is what it
takes to fix the problem,
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then yes, he should resign.”
And Dick Durbin of Il-
linois, the No. 2 Democrat
in the Senate, said that he
mpects Shinseki, a former
four-star Army
who served in Vietnam but
that the IG’s report “does
really move us closer to
that point where we have
to question his leadership.”
He said, “If this is what
think it is, it could mean
we need new leadership.

10N

and dozens ofre blicans
have called for Shmsckl
to resign, including Jeff
Miller of Florida, chairman
of the House Veterans Af-
fairs Committee, and Rich-
ard Burr of North Carolina,
senior Republican on the
Senate veterans panel.
Arnzona's two Republican
senators, John McCain and
Jeft Flake, also have called
for Shinseki to step down.

The congressional calls
for Shinseki’s resignation
were mixed with criti-
cism of a bonus system at
the VA that has rewarded
officials for meeting
performance targets that
proved to be unreasonable.
including a maximum two-
week waiting period for
first-time appointments.
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Wasatch High School

in Heber City said their
outfits were in line with the
public school’s dress code,

stunned they would do
this and wouldn’t tell me,”
16-year-old sophomore
Kimberly Montoya said
Thursday. “1 just feel
targeted at this school. |
would have been OK if
they had asked me.”

girls said having
their photos edited to
meet modesty standards
squeiched their right to ex-
press themselves through
what they wear.

They also said they felt
targeted because the stan-
dards were not uniformly
applied. At least seven
others at the 1,700-student
school had their photos al-
tered, and none were boys,
they said.

“1 was pretty angry

—_——————————— e

about it, really, because
that's who we are,” said

sophomore Rachel Russell,

who had sleeves added
to her picture. Another
sophomore, Shelby Baum,
discovered a high, square
neckline drawn onto her
black V-neck T-shirt, cov-
ering a tattoo on her chest.
The Wasatch County
School District said in a
statement Thursday that
students were warned
when yearbook photos

were taken last fall that
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