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HS BASKETBALL 
The Bulldogs bounce back against 
Plainview, defeating them 82-55. 
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Price of gas cheaper in Chicago than Midland 
By Stewart Dorcen 

sdoreen(@mrt.com 

As the year comes to a close, Midland 

and Odessa continue to have the most 

expensive average prices of gas among 
larger metropolitan areas 

Midland will end 2018 with the highest 
average price for a gallon of regular un- 

leaded — $2.49, according to AAA Texas 

Odessa is at $2.48 and the next highest 

price among the 25 other areas is $2.02 in 

Victona 

The state average fell this week to $1.97 
a gallon, and the cheapest gas could be 

found in Sherman-Denison, where drivers 

are paying an average of $1.82 
AAA Texas reports there are nine larger 

metropolitan areas with an average price 
in the $1.82 to $1.89 range 

That compares to the six metropolitan 

areas in the state at or above $2 (including 

Midland and Odessa) 

Of the nine areas showing an average of 

less than $1.90, six are along Interstate 30 

or north. 
Another 1s San Angelo 

Drivers in Midland will finish the year 

paying 52 cents a gallon more than the 

state average 
They paid 29 cents more to start 2018 

Drivers also pay 19 cents more than the 

national average 
They started the year paying 4 cents 

higher. 

Drivers in Midland are also paying 

35.7 percent more for gas than drivers in 

Sherman-Denison 

Across the region, AAA Texas reported 

the following average prices: $1 85 in 

Lubbock and Amarillo, $1.87 in San 

Angelo, $1.95 in El Paso and $1.96 in 
Abilene 

Distributors have told the Reporter 

Telegram there are many complexities 

Please see GAS 2A 
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Residents with border 
roots fear displacement 

Editor's Note: Part two of a four-part series. 

By Molly Hennessy-Fiske 
Los Angeles Times 

ROMA -- The neighborhood's 
. namesake, Mana Albesa De La Cruz, 
was among the first in the tiny, riverside 
colonia te receive a letter about the border 

«wall 
carlier, the 79-year-old De La 

husband and his six siblings had 

California’s Central Valley to buy land at 
the edge of the Rio Grande, where their 
cattle grazed and sipped from the river 
near the bradge 10 Mexico. 
She got a letter in September from the 

U.S. government requesting access 10 her 

Cruz, 

land so crews could survey the property 
and assess possible impacts of a wall 
*“We hope that you and other landowners 
in the Rio Grande Valley will assist us in 
our strategic efforts to secure our Nation's 
borders,” the letter said 
Part of the federal government shut 
down on Dec. 22 when Congress didn't 
agree to fund President Donald Trump's 
border wall. In Roma, a town of about 
11,400 in South Texas, the border wall 
debate is personal 

“This is our "" said Maria Gua- 
dalupe agi Rios, 60, De La Cruz's 
niece. Her ly created the colonia De 
La Cruz, as the neighborhood is known, 
and named streets afier relatives — Se- 
bastian Street, Federico Street, Angela 
Avenue. It is now home to more than 70 
residents, the city says. 

A wealthy Tejano family once tried 

10 take ownership of the land, waging a 

protracted court battle Rios’ father won 
Now she and Roma residents with roots 

stretching back to the days of Spamsh rule 
feel their property is agam under threat 
The wall has created deep uncertainty 

in the neighborhood: even Roma city of- 
ficials aren't certain where it would go 

“Are they going to go through those 
houses? The (river) banks? Will there be 
a gate there?” Assistant City Manager 

Freddy Guerra said. “We haven't received 
a definitive answer from Border Patrol ~ 

Daniel Trevino, 52, who teaches 
environmental science at the local middle 
school, said his students ask whether they 
will still be able to reach the river to fish 
after school 

“1 don’t know what 10 tell them,” Trews 
no said. He supports more border security 

“1 stand by my commander in chief” 
but wishes the would “look at 
these things more closely before they start 

Some locals consider the wall a vital 

stunt. Most wish the government would 

Please see BORDER/4A 

Fed: Crude 
prices could 
hamper 

state’s job 
“growth 

Bloomberg 

Job growth in the Lone Star State will 

likely weaken in the first half of 2019 if oil 

prices remain at current levels, according to 

the Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas 
Changes in Texas job growth tend to lag 

big moves in the crude price by about six 
months, according to a report Wednesday 
With the average price of West Texas Inter 

mediate crude falling to about $57 a barrel 
in November, the state's job growth will 

probably show a hit in the second quarter, 

the Dallas Fed said. Texas' unemployment 
rate was 3.7 percent in both October and 
November, the lowest level since the Labor 

Department data series began in 1976 

The US crude benchmark. which settled 

at $44 61 a barrel on Thursday, 1s heading 

for its biggest quarterly drop in four years 

amid fears that the ongoing trade war with 

Chima will stifle demand and doubt that 
the Orgamzation of Petroleum Exporting 

Countries” recent deal to curb output will 

do enough to shrink a supply ght 
Already. producers in the Permian Basin 

of West Texas and New Mexico are making 

moves to rem in spending heading nto the 

New Year Diamondback Energy Inc and 
Parsley Energy Inc. have both said they ‘re 

scaling back budgets in response to low oil 

prices. and Centennial Resource Develop 
ment Inc has scrapped a plan to add ngs 

next year “in hight of the current oil macro 

environment.” 

Oil prices 
close with 

72-cent gain 
® Most Permian counties’ ng 
counts unchanged 

From staff reports 

Oil prices stabilized at the end of a 

hohday-shortened week, closing with a 

72-cent gain at $45.33 on the New York 
Mercantile Exchange and a posted price of 

$41.75 a barrel on Friday 
Prices sank 6.7 percent, or $3 a barrel, on 

Christmas Eve 
Crude prices have lost about 40 percent 

since reaching a four-year high of more 
than $76 a barrel in carly October, due in 
part to a jittery stock market, concerns over 

Please see OIL2A 

Price of oll 

$4533 2 $0.72 
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Crime of the month 
See Midlands 
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The big number 
A Bwifly social worker left 

$11 million 
10 children's chariBes benefiting he poor 
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air Farewell, farewell, sweet Nation’s oldest | 2 — 
World War II |g BREE | MEI 

vet dies in Texas LEY 
at age 112 

tions may be made to MD 

By Paul J. Weber Woohoo 100s, 
Hy m Associated Press Be wend drive dows or. 

AUSTIN — Richard “With his quick wit 
Overton, the nation’s old- and kind spirit he touched 

est World War [I veteran 
who was also believed to 
be the oldest living man in 
the U.S, died Thursday in 
Texas, a family member statement Thursday, calling 

said i Overton “an American icon 

He was 112 

i i
 

at a rehab facility in Austin, 
she said. 

Richard Overton was in 
his 30s when he volunteered 
for the Army and was at 
Pearl Harbor just after the 
Japanese attack in 1941 

He once said that one 
secret to his long life was 
smoking cigars and drinking 
whiskey, which he often was 
found doing on the porch of 
his Austin home. 

His recent birthdays He was there at Iwo Jima, 
drew national attention and where he said, ‘I only got 
strangers would stop by his out of there by the grace of 
house to meet him God.™ 

Report: Actor Frank 
Adonis, known for 

‘Goodfellas,’ has died 
Associated Press ventilator for nine days 

but they waited until after 
LAS VEGAS — Frank Christmas to take him off 

Adonis, an actor best it 

known for his roles in Adonis, who was born 
Martin Scorsese films in Brooklyn, also appeared 
including “Goodfellas,” in numerous other movies 
“Raging Bull” and “Ca- including “Wall Street,” 
sino,” has died. “True Romance” and “Ace 
He was 83 Ventura: Pet Detective” 
His wife, Denise, told He had some 40 credits 

st
h 

8 
R
o
e
 K
w
 

Hi
fi
 

#2
, 

g
s
 
7
 

nesday, 
900 am. -1200 pm. = 
Lewallen-Garcia-Pipkin  Fu- 

2 8 z
 

neral Home. 
Graveside service will al- 

50 be W , January 
2nd at 2:00 p.m. at Screnmity +1

3 ig ie
 

2
5
%
 

-]
 

i
N
 
¢ 

4
1
 

2
i
e
c
e
 

7
 1
%
 

if i 

g
s
 

& g
e
 

H J 4 

TMZ and Fox News that 
he died Wednesday in Las 
Vegas after several years of 

illness, mostly from kidney 
problems 

She said he'd been on 
dialysis and was on a 

in the fuel business that 
impact pricing 
They pointed to the high 

cost of transportation from 
Gulf Coast refineries and 
Midland’s distance from 
pipelines. 

There are also issues 

to his name, and his most 
recent role was in 2017 in 
“Proximity to Power.” 
He's survived by his 

wife and their two chil- 
dren, and another daughter 

from an earlier marriage. 

following averages on Fri- 
day: $1.976 in Cleveland, 
Ohio; $2.085 in Detroit, 
Michigan; $2.138 in Santa 
Fe, New Mexico; $2.167 
in Baltimore; $2.176 in 
Nashville; $2.326 in Chi- 
cago and $2.429 in Boise, 
Idaho. 
Gas Buddy also shows 

Woodstock ste, announced Thursday that i wil host the 50th 
ite on Aug. 16-18. 

WORLDBRIEFS 
Kirstjen Nielsen is visiting the Texas 400,000 10 Max Yasgur's farm 
border city where an 8-year-old in the Sulli town of Bethel, 

i 85 miles northwest of New York City. 

EGYPT Go ty si Oe ati a 
Agel 330 In Semute: i ‘ said Nielsen is heading to El Paso on bus 
$2.927 in Las Vegas and Friday. Waldman says Nielsen will 

$2.561 in Philadelphia. 
AAA Texas reports 

prices across the country 
are expected to remain 
lower. 

“All eyes will be on 
whether the OPEC cuts 

will impact prices in 
2019." said Joshua Zuber, 
AAA Texas/AAA New 
Mexico spokesman. “Many 
are waiting to see if they 
stick to their promise to 

reports an average price of 
$2.487 a gallon in Mid- 
land-Odessa. 
Other sites operated by 

Gas Buddy showed the 

In the last week of 2018, 
Texas gained one rig for 
a total of 532, while New 
Mexico's count is un- 
changed at 106, according 
10 oil field services company 
Baker Hughes. 
The Permian Basin has 

486 rigs, unchanged. 1,083, a gain of | 



miracle 
[mir-uh-kuhl] 

noun 
1. an effect or extraordinary 
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TODAYINMIDLAND 

Free Yoga. 9 am. Unitanen 
Universalist Church of Midland. 3301 
Neely Ave. Free. Open class but mats 

am, Crossit MIX. 4519 Garfield St 
Free. crossi-max com. The finess 
center hosts ths miroduction class 10 
Crossfit Sign-up oniine. 

1 Bridge lessons, 10 am Alison 
Bridge Center, 313 W Wadley Ave. 
8 com 
® Bridge game play. 1030 am 

913W Wadley Ave. $6. For more 
nlormation cal 682-8585. 

1 Steak Night, 6 pm. Ranchiand 
Hills Golf Club, 1600 £. Wadley Ave 
ranchiandhills. com 
8 YWGION tournaments. 6-10 

pm. Enfertanmart 3111 W Cuthbert 

with DJ Q. 9 pm. Double ee by 
Hon, 117 W Wal St 
8 Karaoke. 9 p.m. Detour Bar. 

1708 Rankin Highway 

Open today 

BUS. Postal Service 
Graves. 3304 W Wadley Ave.. 10 

am 102 pm on Saturday 
ClayDesta. 612 Veterans Arpark 

Lane. 8am to 5 pm Monday 

trough Friday 
GMF Midland, 1000 Loop 40 8 
5 am Pn Mines vu Fvadey 

Centennial branch. 10am -7 pm 
2503 W. Loop 250 N. 

Holiday trash 

Please note that from now 
until Jan 7, the city of Midland trash 
pickup will be once a week. 

Keep Midland Beautihul suggests 
not puting wrapping paper and bows 
from Christmas presents into rash 
dumpsters until Jan. 7. Boxes and 
Nos. 1 and 2 plastics can be recycled 

Recycling Container Locations 
Large 30-cubic yard open lop 

containers: 
Centennial Library 2503 W Loop 

Multitasking with friends 

Tim Fischer/Reporter- Telegram 

Basketball fans alternate between cheering on their team and updating their social 
media at the Byron Johnston Holiday Classic on Friday at Chaparral Center. 

250, (Behind HOP), plastic and 
cardboard 
Super Mercado 2208 N. Big 

Spring St. (Behind Bush's Chicken), 
cardboard 

Midland College 3600 N. Garfield 
St (Chaparral Center). plastic, shums- 
num and cardboard 
Security Bank Ballpark 5514 
Champions Drive (southwest comer 
of he stadium), cardboard. paper. 
plastic and aluminum 

There are also 3-cubic yard 
containers at most of the local 
elementary schools where you can 
recycle cardboard and paper. 

All recyclables can be taken 10 
Bus Recycling Monday frough 
Saturday Butts Recycling is located 
al 26 West Industrial Loop 

For more information call Keep 
Midland Beautihs at 688-7745 or vist 
KMB's website at keepmdiancbesut- 

Mom 

This date in Texas 

On Dec. 29, 1845, Texas was 
admitted as the 28 state 

Today In history 

Today is Dec 29. the 
363d day of 2018 are two 
days loft in he year 

Today's highlight: 
On Dec. 29. 1940, during World 

War Ii, Germany dropped incendiary 
bombs on London, sefing off what 
came 10 be known as “The Second 
Great Fire of London” 
On this date: 
In 1978, during the Gator Bowl, 

Ono State Urersity coach Woody 
Hayes punched Clemson player 
Charte Bauman, who'd intercepted 
an Ohio State pass. (Hayes was fired 

by Ohio State the next day) 
In 2008, word reached the 

United States of the mmcution of 
former iray leader Saddam Hussen 
(because of the time diflerence, I 
was the moming of Dec. 30 in rag 
when the hanging took place). in 
a statement, President George W. 
Bush called Saddam's execution an 
important milestone on Iraq's road © 
democracy 

Today's birthdays: Actor Jon 
Voight is 80. Actor Ted Danson is 71 
News anchor Ashleigh Banfield s 51 
Actor Jude Law is 48. 

Lottery 
Alor moming 

0204-09-11-12-14-15-16-20-21 
220 

All or day: 01-0205 
10-12-14-15-17-18-20-23-24 

All or evening. 
04-06-07-08-10-11-13-15-17-18 

19-24 
Daily 4 moming: 1.7.94 
Daily 4 day: 3838 

Because of an earlier deadline, the 
night drawings were unavailable. 

facebook com/ 

Weather 
Friday's temperatures 
High 
Low 
Normal high 
Normal low 

Dec. 28's records 
Record high: 80, set in 
1964 

Record low: 13, set in 
1950, repeated in 1983, 
1988 

Friday 
Saturday 
Month total 
Year total 
Normal total 
(year to date) 

Winds 
Wind speed: 22 mph 
Gust speed: 28 mph 

Today's forecast 

0.00 in 

0.00 in 

1.02 
1769 mm 

1455m 

Forecast for Saturday, December 29, 2018 

lands 

n= 
predic 70 

High: 35 
Low: 27 
Conditions: Mostly cloudy 
today tonight 
Winds: Northeast 5-15 
mph today northeast S mph 

. 
tae 

re 
fa 

—rte TL Tr TE wl wr = 

Sry Cloudy Cloudy Showman Totorme Ram Mover Snow 

tonight 
Chance of rain: 20 

rise 
Sunset 

Source 

748 am 
53pm 

Nationa! Weather Service 

Note: Bigar s Stars is hased 
wn the degree of your sun at 
birth The sign name is simph 
a label astrologers put on a set 
of degrees for comenience For 
best results. readers should refer 
10 the dates following each sign 

A baby born today has a Sun 
n Capricorn and a Moon in 
Libra 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY for 
Saturday, Dec. 29, 2018: 

This year you will be hard 
at work, scnious-minded. com- 
mutied and/or off having a great 
ume with frends. Look at the 
last option as supporting cach 
other. If you arc single, you will 
meet quite a few potential sust- 
ors this year Date. but make no 
commitments just yet. If you are 
attached, be willing to take up 
2 new hobby that interests your 
swectic as well. Enjoy your time 
together. but know that you will 
need space sometimes. LIBRA 
offers mmight into balancing 
your life 

ARIES 
(March 21-April 19) 

* hh * You might be 

ve, keep at it; you will come 
up with a great idea. Let go of 

10 be a couch potato for » day 

fee che 10 do ying. A mii 
will be energized. 

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS 
The stars show the kind of day 

(May 21-June 20) 
#*# ## A partner pulls in 

close This person appears to 
miss you, he or she 1s happy to 
spend more, one-on-one time 
with you. A discussion mught be 
funny or ammated Either way, 
you emoy yourselves. Do not get 
nto a uff about spending. Let n 
go Tonight: Off daydreanung 

CANCER 
(June 21-July 22) 

*## Take a hint from 
Taurus. If you spent some time 

relaxing at home, you could be 

m your life might be disgruntled 
by your behavior When this 
person sees you beaming, his 
her mood will pass Tonbght: 
Dinner out 

LEO 
(July 23-Aug. 12) 

* hdd Make calls, and 
find out what others are up to 
You cannot put off a get-together 
with someone much 
Inviting this 10 hang out 
with you your friends would 
be casier. What comes up might 
be different. but is perfect for 
your situation. Tonight: Out and 
about 

VIRGO n 
(Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 

wa * You might be 
mood to go A 
heading out or 100 
adventurous, balance your 
checkbook. You need to know 
Jou Sith. 2 new feud was 
10 join you. You have 

reas Toukghe: Epo Be realize Enjoy the one 
you're with. 

(Sept. 23-Oxt. 22) 
wad # Do not lose out on 

vou ll have S-dvnamic 

before you know it. the discour 
aging person from before will be 
enthusiastic. Tomight: Let ot all 
hang out 

SCORPIO 
(Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 

**% You might want 10 go 
off on your own If you need to, 
do so; others will appreciate the 
difference m your attitude when 
you return. Everyone needs 

but you need even more 
most people do, at times. 

Honor your needs more ofien 
Tonight: Make it your treat 

SAGITTARIUS 
(Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 

* hd A friend wants you 
to spend some quality time with 
hum or her You might want 
10 go off and catch a movie 
together. You need to do what 

d-posiive 

you want and then make a doci- 
sion about whether you want to 
socialize more. Tomight: Don't 
let anyone ran on your parade 

CAPRICORN 

(Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
#4 #% A boss makes you 

feel as though you might need to 
put in some extra hours at work 
You will feel much more relaxed 
once you do You always need to 
stay in control of your profes- 
sional situation. You might de- 
cide 10 say “no” 10 an invitation 
Tonight: Out on the town 

AQUARIUS 
(Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 

wah ® You might like 
the idea of participating in a 
somewhat offbeat pastime 
When a friend invites you to 
such a happening, you will say 

i-average. 2-yo-so. | -difficult 

yes” You could find yourself 
focling completely relaxed far 
away from your day-to-day life 

**&#& A loved one comes 
on a bit stronger than usual, and 
you cannot find the right words 
10 say “no” — not that you even 
want 10. Go along with this 
person's ideas, and be touched 
by how he or she wants to make 
your day memorable. Know 
that you are cared for. Tonight: 
Make it cozy 

BORN TODAY 
Actress Alison Brie (1982), 

actor Jude Law (1972), actress 
Mary Tyler Moore (1936) 



BoRDER 
From 1A 

be more forthcoming about 
where it will erect barmers 
spanning 37 mules of the Rio 
Grande Valley, the pnmary 
entry point for illegal im- 
migration into the United 
States. The Border Patrol 
has yet to release precise 
maps. “Throughout the val- 
ley. residents have grown 
frustrated and distrustful 

Last month, more than 
four dozen nonprofit and 
faith-based groups wrote 
10 congressional leaders 
demanding that they require 
the Homeland Secunty 
Department to submit border 
secunty plans, which were 
due in September, before 
approving added funding for 
the wall. At a rally on Nov 
11 across the street from 
the McAllen Border Patrol 
station, wall opponents toted 
signs saying “Save Our 
Homes" and “No wall thru 
our homeland.” Demonstra- 
tors dubbed the protest a 
“town hall” in the absence of 
public meetings by immigra- 
tion officials 

“They refuse to histen 
10 our concerns and take 
us into account,” Suzanne 
El-Haj, 20, an environmental 
organizer at the University 
of Texas Rio Grande Valley, 
told the crowd of about 100 

Although Trump has 
made the building of the 
wall a centerpiece of admin- 
istration’s policy, plans for 
new border barmers have 
been in the works for years, 
and construction of the 
first $1.4-billion stretch has 
quietly proceeded in Texas, 
Anzona and California. The 
Department of Homeland 
Security intends to build 
more than 330 miles of wall 
in the Border Patrol’s high- 
est prionty areas if Congress 
approves Trump's $5 billion 
request. Nearly a third of 
that would be in the agency's 
Rio Grande Valley Sector 

The government on Oct 
31 granted the first wall con 
tract in Texas under Trump, 
a $145 million agreement 
with Galveston-based SLS- 
CO Lud, 10 erect six miles of 
border fencing near McAl- 
len. A second $167 million 
contract was awarded to 
the company in November 
for an additional & miles 
Construction is scheduled to 
start in February 
Up to a dozen miles of 

new fencing 1s scheduled 
to be built in Roma's Starr 
County, about half near the 
city. Bamers will nse 30 feet 

steel posts mounted with 
lights and cameras, with 
a 150-foot “enforcement 
zone” cleared of vegetation 
on the south side, according 
to the Border Patrol. Interna- 
tional treaties are supposed 
to guide the design, with 
the blessing of the Interna- 
tional Boundary and Water 
Commission. But the US 
has already built about 650 
miles of border barmers over 
the objections of Mexican 
members of the binational 
commission 

Unlike with other parts of 
the border where new walls 
will replace fencing or sit 
atop levees, the geography 

of Roma limits the Border 
Patrol’s options. The niver 
1s the only barmer currently 
separating Roma from 
Mexico, and it’s still unclear 
where the wall will nse: To 
the south along the nver? 
Through town, displacing 
homes? Or to the north, 
walling off neighborhoods 
and allowing access only 

through gates? 
In the De La Cruz subdi- 

vision, Edgar Vargas wornes 
about what the wall will 
destroy 

“1 dont think they value 
this place.” said Vargas, 30, a 
police dispatcher 

His grandparents already 
spoke with lawyers from the 
Texas Civil Rights Project, 
which has sued to block oth- 
er stretches of border wall 
The family of his 74-year- 
old grandmother, Dora 
Villarreal, sold their cattle 
in Nuevo Leon, Mexico, to 
immugrate legally and settle 
mn the coloma about 30 years 
ago 
“We don’t want this wall” 

she said. “We will lose all 
of this.” 

In neighboring Hidalgo 
County, Border Patrol offi- 
cials met landowners in Au- 
gust and again last month to 
gather feedback on the wall 
The November meeting was 
by invitation only and closed 
to the media 
Mananna Trevino Wright, 

executive director of the 
National Butterfly Center, 
which will be bisected by 
the wall, attempted to attend 
but was escorted out by 
police after arguing with 
agents over how people were 
admitted into the meeting. 
Officials asked landowners 
for ID and required them to 
sign in. Texas Civil Rights 
Project lawyers sad they 
were not allowed in because 
they were not on the list 
Robert Rodriguez, a Border 
Patrol spokesman, said af- 
terward that the agency “will 

* not tolerate vulganty and un- 
professionalism by any party 
during these meetings.” 

At the August meeting, 
Loren Flossman, who has 
coordinated the Border 
Patrol’s wall-building for 
more than a decade, said he 
had learned from mistakes 
made after the Secure Fence 
Act of 2006, the last major 
wall-building effort in South 
Texas. Valley residents 
faulted the agency for pay- 
ing landowners vastly differ 
ent sums, compensating the 
wrong people and failing to 
pay for some water nghts 
At the time, Roma residents 
protested in the central 
plaza, joined by the mayor 
and other officials 

“We've done a much 
better job some of you 
may behieve that, some may 
not of reaching out to 
landowners.” Flossman said 
at the meeting, according 
to a recording made by at- 
tendees 
When landowners asked 

10 sce the designs provided 
to contractors bidding to 
build the wall, Flossman de- 
chned because “it isn’t a full 
design: It’s conceptual 

Jeffrey Glassberg, founder 
of the North Amenican 
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Robert Gauthier/Los Angeles Times 

Cnstina Del. aCruz, 82, stands by as her daughter. Lupita Rios 
prepares dinner for her and husband. Guadalupe, 91. on Aug 15 

Butterfly Association, a 
nonprofit that runs the but- 
terfly center nature preserve, 
pressed for more details. 
“It’s hard for people to re- 
spond - to suggest changes 

to something they haven't 
seen,” he said. “I'm miss- 
ing why that whole design 
thing given to contractors 
shouldnt be public mforma- 
tion nght now ™ 

Scott Nicol, co-chairman 
of the Sierra Club's Border- 
lands Team, has requested 
information on wall plans in 
the Rio Grande Valley, but 
said it can take years to get a 
response and in the past the 
information has been mac- 
curate. “The map is so bad 
that if you look at the Rio 
Grande City wall, it actually 
crosses into Mexico,” he sad 
of the most recent map he 
received this year 

“People whose houses 
are going to get knocked 
over deserve to know what's 
going to happen to their 
community. The mayor 
should be able to post that 
map outside of City Hall.” 
Nicol sad 

Instead, the Border Patrol 
has released information 
slowly and selectively. Bor- 
der Patrol officials and Rep. 
Henry Cuellar, a Democrat 
who represents the Roma 
area, met on Oct. 22 with 
local leaders in Starr County 
without notifying landown- 
ers. Only one landowner, 
former Roma City Council 
man Noel Benavides, at- 
tended, and that was because 
he owned the riverfront 
banquet hall where they 
were meeting 

Benavides said officials 
didn’t bring updated maps or 
mformation. “Nothing new.” 
he said. The media were 
barred from that meeting 
and from a Border Patrol 
webimar on Oct. 30 about 
wall- building in the valley 
(A transcript of the webinar 
was later posted online in 
Enghsh and Spanish ) 
Roma City Manager 

Cnisanto Salinas said he had 
advised federal officials to 
consult all landowners and 
to avord past mistakes with 
border barmers 

“They re going to have a 
reckoning,” he said. 

Flossman said the agency 
was still “fine-tuning” its 

maps 
Colonia residents fear the 

Border Patrol will build the 
wall on Schastian Street, 
where a row of houses 
Faces the river. Flossman 
said the wall “goes behind 
the houses. south along 

the river” But he stopped 
short of promising the wall 
wouldn't uproot homes 

“1 would rather not make 
any predictions at this pont. 
he said. “People have built 
ther houses in the flood- 
plan. We may not be able 
mn every case to keep the 
houses north (of the wall)” 

The Border Patrol just 
completed flood model- 
ing and, m its plan, added 
openings to the wall at local 
arroyos, or creeks, so that 
a nsing Rio Grande could 
drain into US. waterways 
Authonties don’t want to 
erect a bamer that would 
deflect floodwaters to the 
Mexican side 

The agency also sent 
requests to survey 300 

property owners” land in 
Starr County, according to a 
Nov. 15 Justice Department 
presentation obtained by 
the Los Angeles Times, but 
officials refused to release 
those records, citing privacy 
concems 

The Times contacted 
most of the colonia nver- 
front landowners, including 
several who live elsewhere 
mn Texas and Mexico. As of 
last week, only a few had 
recerved a request 10 survey 
their land Among those in 
the neighborhood who had 
not been notified: the city it 
self, which owns a lot along 
on the river. 
Among those still await 

ing notice was Romana 
Mireles, 76, a retired home 
health aide who wornes she 
will have to leave her home 
of nearly 30 years 

“I can’t just find another 
house land 1s expensive.” 
she sad 

City Hall also has recerved 
requests 10 survey municipal 
property outside the colonia, 
which were granted, said 
Guerra, the assistant city 
manager 

At hus City Hall office, 
Guerra flipped through 
tHustrations of an alterna- 
tive to the wall plan: an 
import/export terminal with 
a walkway along the river 
that would serve as a limited 
bamer. In that rendenng, 
the Rio Grande looks as 
picturesque as the Seine, 
with couples strolling past 
decorative planters and rail- 
ngs. 

“We're not against border 
security or the wall necessar- 
ily.” Guerra said. “If they get 
their structure and we get the 
import/export facility, t's a 
win-win 
Guerra wishes Roma 

could use its proximity to 

Mexico to create interna 
tional business opportunities 
The downtown area today 
has more storefronts shut- 
tered than open. Unemploy 
ment dipped into the single 
digits only recently. The 
city across the nver, Crudad 
Miguel Aleman, 1s more 
than tiple Roma's size 

“There's more wealth 
n Miguel Aleman than in 
Roma.” Guerra said one day 
as he steered his Ford F-150 
King Ranch truck across the 
bridge, past a quiet import 
export terminal on the Mexi- 
can side, which has seen 
less traffic as cartel violence 
increased m recent years 
Guerra stopped to survey the 
nverfront 

“Defintely a missed 
opportunity, our ability to 
use the river as a recreation 
destination.” he sand as a 
family lunched on the Mexi- 
can bank, dipping their toes 
in the water 

Later, Guerra spied some 
“green jays.” Border Patrol 
agents picking their way 
through camzo cane. Unlike 
the birds of the same name. 
'e said, “they re an mvasive 

Efren Olivares, a lawyer 
with the Texas Civil Rights 
Project, told about two 
dozen people at a Sept. 20 
meeting at the National 
Butterfly Center that the 
government 1s supposed to 
pay “just compensation.” 

“The big question 1s what 
happens if you refuse.” he 
sad 

Landowners in the auds- 
ence nodded 

The government can 
take land through eminent 
domain, Olivares explained, 
but when landowners sue 

as they did in nearby Los 
Ebanos in 2008 construc- 
tion often halts 

“They don’t have a wall 
on their land So in my book. 
they ‘re winning.” he said, 
then paused “1 see a lot of 
wormed faces” 
Among those attending 

was Ramiro Ramirez, 70, 
who with his wife, Melinda, 
operates two nearby church 
cemetenes that could be cut 
off by the wall 
“What do | tell the pa- 

nshioners” he sad. “This 
1s something we cannot 
afford to lose This 1s our 
heritage. I'm not going 
to last forever. | want to be 
burned there, and | want my 
grandson to be able to come 
and sce me 

In the Nov 15 Justice 
Department presentation, 
federal officials said that in 
many South Texas border 
fence cases, landowners 
didn’t hare lawyers and 
settled without going to tnal 
“Landowner has burden of 

proof on value,” they wrote 
Last year, afier a town 

meeting in Roma about the 
wall, Texas Civil Rights 

pact of a wall and offering to 
represent them. Some, like 

Husband takes pact to split 
house expenses to extremes 

swath of hus riverfront 
property in 2008, but never 
started construction, as inter- 
national approvals dragged 
on and money dned up. 
Federal officials recently no- 
fied hum they were taking 
legal action to ensure they 
were allowed to survey his 
land. Benavides had caught 
a federal surveyor there in 
October, told the man he 
didn’t have permussion and 
escorted him out 

“I'll make them work for 
iL” sand the Army veteran 
and eighth-generation Roma 
resident wh has maps of 
the Spanish land grants, or 
porviones, his ancestors re- 
ceived in 1767. “They come 
to Starr County and think 
they can do what they want, 
that we're ignorant, waiting 
for a handout. We re not 
We're Amencan citizens. 
The river crossed us: we 
didn’t cross” 

In the coloma, Rey 
Rodnguez Jr. readily agreed 
10 a government survey of 
his family’s land. A Roma 
pohcee officer and school 
board member, he supports 
the wall, which he thinks 
will reduce illegal crossings 
and drive those immigrants 
away from the neighborhood 
toward ranches where they 
would be easier to catch 

Lupita Rios, of the De 
La Cruz clan, also agreed 
10 a survey of her nverfront 
property, but she 1s wormed 
about rumors suggesting the 
wall wall be built north of the 
coloma. “They can't leave 
us on the Mexican side.” 
said Rios, a Democrat who 
voted for Trump because 
she opposes illegal immigra- 
tion. Her daughter has been 
renovating her nearby home 
and fears the investment will 
be wasted 

Border security has cost 
the De La Cruz family 
before. The family once 
operated Nati’s, a Tex-Mex 
diner that served made-from- 
scratch biscuits and chicken- 
fried steak near the border 
bndge. Decades ago, the 
federal government bought 
the parcel for a new bridge 
complex, paying Mana 
Albesa De La Cruz and her 
husband $105,000, enough 
10 move east into what 
became the subdivision 
De La Cruz has had mixed 

feelings about the wall 
She thinks the neighbor- 

hood she helped create 
has changed and not 
m a good way. Migrants 
frequently lurk behind the 
grapefruit trees in her back 
yard. then sneak toward a 
suspected smuggler’s trailer. 
At night, Border Patrol 
agents’ flashlights dance on 
her bedroom wall. Neigh- 
bors sometimes spend the 
night at her home because 
she's scared to be alone. 
When De La Cruz fell and 

broke her hip in Septem- 
ber, she returned home in 
a wheelchair. Now, she's 
decided that she’s tired of 
fighting 

“If they give me good 
money.” she said, “ll sell” 

Distributed by Tribune 
Content Agency 

(GOREN BRIDGE 

With Bob Jones 

Bidding Quiz 
DEAR ABBY: | have been 

married for seven years and have 
two young boys. My husband, 
“Cliff,” and | carn approximately 
the same amount and contrib- Write Dear Abby at www. Dear Abby.com or PO 
ute equally to our household Box 69440. Los Angeles. CA 90069 Her column is 
expenses distributed by Universal Press Syndicate 

It bothers me that if we're on a 
family excursion, and he's driv- 
ing my minivan and we get low 
on gas, he will fill the tank up 
only halfway. Additionally, when 
we met my friend recently for a 
birthday celebration, when we 

were leaving the parking garage, 
Cliff demanded my credit card to 
POX Sur ihe parking. (The foc was 
13) 
Unlike his past girlfriends, | 

have never used his credit cards 
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GOP and Democrats trade blame 
for shutdown, no deal in sight 

By Zeke Miller 
and Lisa Mascaro 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The 
partial government shut- 
down will almost certainly 
be handed off to a divided 
government to solve in the 
new year, as both parties 
traded blame Friday and 
President Donald Trump 
sought to raise the stakes in 
the weeklong impasse 

As agreement cludes 
Washington in the wan- 
ing days of the Republican 
monopoly on power, it sets 

up the first big confrontation 
between Trump and newly 
empowered Democrats 
Trump is sticking with his 
demand for money to build 
a border wall with Mexico, 
and Democrats, who take 
control of the House on Jan 
3, are refusing to give him 
what he wants 

Trump raised the stakes 
on Fnday, reissuing threats 
to shut the U.S.-Mexico bor. 
der to pressure Congress to 
fund the wall and to shut off 

aid to three Central Amen- 
can countries from which 
many migrants have fled 
“We will be forced to 

close the Southern Border 
entirely if the Obstructionist 
Democrats do not give us 
the money to finish the Wall 
& also change the ndiculous 
immigration laws that our 
Country is saddled with.” he 
wrote in one of a series of 
tweets 

The president also 

signaled he was in no 
rush to seck a resolution, 
welcoming the fight as he 
heads toward his own bid 
for re-election in 2020. He 
tweeted Thursday evening 
that Democrats may be 
able to block him now, “but 

we have the issue, Border 
Secunty. 2020" 

The shutdown is forc- 
ing hundreds of thousands 
of federal workers and 
contractors to stay home or 
work without pay, and many 
are experiencing mounting 
stress from the impasse. It 

also is beginning to pinch 
citizens who count on cer- 
tain public services. Gates 
are closed at some national 
parks, the government won't 
issue new federal flood 
surance policies and in 
New York, the chief judge 
of Manhattan federal courts 
suspended work on civil 
cases involving U S. govern 
ment lawyers, including 
several civil lawsuits in 
which Trump himself 1s a 
defendant 

With another long holiday 
weekend coming and nearly 
all lawmakers away from 
the Capitol there is little 
expectation of a quick fix 

. TT. 

Jacquelyn Martin/AP 

People skate on the National Gallery of Art Sculpture Garden Ice 
Rink on Thursday as a partial government shutdown continues in 

The museum and the skate rink will be closed to the 
public after January 2nd as a result of the shutdown if it continues 
into the new year. Behind the rink is the National Archives, which 
is closed due to the shutdown. President Donald Trump has 
vowed to hold the line on his budget demand, telling reporters 
during his visit to iraq Wednesday that he'll do “whatever it takes” 
to get money for border security. The White House and congres- 
sional Democrats have been talking but to little effect 

Shutdown to close DC museums and 

galle 

WASHINGTON — Muse- 
ums and galleries popular 
with visitors and locals in 
the nation's capital will close 
starting midweek if the par- 
tial shutdown of the federal 
government drags on. 
So will the National Zoo 

and a lively ice rink near the 
National Mall. 

of former presidents. 

“We are far apart,” White 
House press secretary Sarah 
Sanders told CBS on Fnday. 
claiming of Democrats, 
“They've left the table all 
together” 

Incoming acting chief of 
staff Mick Mulvaney said 
Democrats are no longer 
negotiating with the admin- 
istration over an carlier offer 
to accept less than the $5 
billion Trump wants for the 
wall. Democrats said the 
White House offered $2 5 
billion for border security, 
but that Senate Democratic 
leader Chuck Schumer told 
Vice President Mike Pence 
it wasn’t acceptable 

“There's not a single 
Democrat talking to the 
president of the United 
States about this deal.” Mul 
vancy said Friday. Speak 
ing on Fox News, he tned 
10 drive a wedge between 
Democrats, pinning the 
blame on Democratic leader 

Shutdown could block aid 
By Juliet Linderman 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON The 
end of-2018 seemed to sig- 
nal good things to come for 
America’s farmers. Fresh off 
the passage of the farm bill, 
which reauthonzed agncul- 
ture, conservation and safety 

net programs, the USDA last 
week announced a second 
round of direct payments 
to growers hardest hit by 
President Donald Trump's 
trade war with China 

The USDA in a statement 
issued last week assured 
farmers that checks would 
continue to go out during 
the first week of the shut- 
down. But direct payments 
for farmers who haven't 

certified production, as well 
as farm and disaster 
assistance | s, will be 
put on hold beginning next 
week, and won't start up 
again until the government 
reopens 
There is chance of 

the shutdown 
ending soon. Trump and 
Congress are no closer to 
reaching a deal over his 
demand for border wall 
funding..and both sides say 
the impasse could drag well 
into January. 

Although certain Vital 
USDA programs will re- 
main operational in the short 
term, that could change if 
the shutdown lasts for more 
than a few weeks. 

tion Assistance 
or food stamps, helps feed * 

roughly 40 million Amen 
cans. According to the 
USDA, eligible recipients 
are guaranteed benefits 
through January. Other 
feeding programs, including 
WIC, which provides food 
aid and nutrition counseling 
for pregnant women, new 
mothers and children, and 
food distribution programs 
on Indian reservations, will 
continue on a local level, but 
additional federal funding 
won't be provided. School 
lunch programs will con- 
tinue through February 
USDA has earmarked 

about $9.5 billion in direct 
payments for growers of 
soybeans, corn, wheat, sor- 
ghum and other commodi- 

s by midweek 

Smithsonian facilities are 

Nancy Pelosi 
“My gut was that (Schum 

er) was really interested in 
doing a deal and coming to 
some sort of compromise 
But the more we're hearing 
this week is that it’s Nancy 
Pelosi who's preventing that 
from happening,” he said 
Mulvaney added of the 

shutdown: “We do expect 
this to go on for a while” 
He said Trump had canceled 
his plans to travel 10 Flonda 
for New Year's 
Democrats brushed off 

the White House's attempt 
10 cast blame 

“For the White House to 
try and blame anyone but 
the president for this shut 
down doesn't pass the laugh 
test,” said Justin Goodman, 
a spokesman for Schumer 

Pelosi has vowed to pass 
legislation as soon as she 
takes the gavel, which is 
expected wher the new 
Congress convenes, to 

ties most affected by tanffs 
The first round of payments 
went out in September. The 
deadline to sign up for the 
second round of payments is 
January 15 

The impact of the shut- 
down, which began shortly 
before most federal workers 
were scheduled for a holiday 
break, started coming into 
focus by midweek 

About 420,000 employees 
are working without pay, 
while another 380,000 are 
being forced to stay home 
In the past, federal employ- 
ces have been paid retro- 
actively But government 
contractors won't get paid 
for hours they'll lose staying 
home, causing problems for 
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reopen the nine shuttered 

departments and dozens 
of agencies now hit by the 
partial shutdown 

“If they can't do it before 
Jan. 3, then we will do it,” 
said Rep. Jim McGovern, 
D-Mass. incoming chair- 
man of the Rules Commit 
tee. “We're going to do the 
responsible thing. We're 
going to behave like adults 
and do our job" 

Pelosi spokesman Drew 
Hammill added that Demo- 
crats “are united against 
the President's immoral, 
ineffective and expensive 
wall" and said Democrats 
won't seriously consider any 
White House offer unless 
Trump backs it publicly 
because he “has changed his 
position so many times.” 
“While we await the 

President's public proposal, 
Democrats have made it 
clear that, under a House 
Democratic Majority, we 
will vote swiftly to re-open 

‘government on Day One.” 
Hammill said in a statement 

But even that may be 

difficult without a compro- 
mise because the Senate will 
remain in Republican hands 
and Trump's signature will 
be needed to tum any bill 
nto law 

“I think it’s obvious that 
until the president decides 
he can sign something — or 
something is presented to 
him — that we are where 
we are,” said Sen. Pat Rob- 
ents, R-Kan., who opened 
the Senate on Thursday for 
a session that only lasted 
minutes 

“Call it anything.” he 
added, “barner, fence, | 
won't say the ‘w’ word” 

Trump long promised that 
Mexico would pay for the 
wall, but Mexico refuses to 
do so. It was unclear how 
Trump's threat to close the 
border would affect huis 
efforts to ratify an amended 
North American free trade 

pact 
He has also repeatedly 

threatened to cut off U.S 
aud 10 countries he deems 
msufficient partners in 
combating illegal immigra 
tion, but has thus far failed 
to follow through with those 
threats. Experts have warmed 
that cutting off aid money 
to El Salvador, Guatemala 
and Honduras could actually 
exacerbate the problem by 
worsening the poverty and 
violence that push many 
migrants to leave those 
countries. 

And it 1s Congress, not 
the president, which ap- 
propnates aid money. The 
White House would have 
to notify Congress if it 
wanted to cut or reallocate 
ad, which could delay or 
complicate the process 

to farmers hit by trade war 
those who rely on hourly 

wages 
In anticipation of the 

financial bind many federal 
workers and contractors 
may soon find themselves 
in, the Office of Personnel 
Management offered some 
advice: haggle with land- 
lords, creditors and mort- 
gage companies for lower 
payments until the shutdown 
1s over. 

The shutdown also 1s 
affecting national parks, 
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Old favorites, outdated attitudes: 
Entertainment raises questions 
By Ted Anthony 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK — They 
are fighting, yes, but the 
fight crackles with the 
enticing electricity that only 
Cary Grant and Katharine 
Hepbum could deliver. He is 
storming out the door. She is 
throwing his golf clubs after 
him. The music is jaunty. He 
is charmingly irmitated 

Then he strides up to her, 
throws a fake punch in the 
air at her, opens hus fist and 
shoves his palm into her 
face, slamming her onto 
the ground. She looks up at 
him with what appears to be 
mild exasperation. She rubs 
her injured neck. The rom- 
com musical score plays on 
So begins 1940's “The 

Philadelphia Story™: with 
a case of domestic assault 
played for laughs. Eight 
decades later, the movie is 
clearly two things: uneasy 
fare for a post-#metoo 
culture — and an enduring 
American classic 

They exist throughout 
society's pop-culture canon, 
from movies to TV to music 
and beyond: pieces of work 
that have withstood times 
passage but that contain 
actions, words and depic- 
tions about race, gender and 
sexual onentation that we 
now find questionable at 
best 

Whether it’s blackface 

minstrel routines from 
Bing Crosby's “Holiday 
Inn.” Apu’s accent in “The 
Simpsons,” bullying scenes 
in “Rudolph, the Red-Nosed 
Reindeer.” the arguably 
rapey coercion of “Baby, 
It’s Cold Outside” and 

“Sixteen Candles” or the 
simplistically clunky gender 
interactions of “Mr. Mom.” 
Americans have amassed 
a catalog of entertainment 
across the decades that now 
raises a series of contentious 
but never-more-relevant 
questions 

What, exactly, do we do 
with this stuff today? Do 
we simply discard it? Do 
we give it a free pass as the 
product of a less-enhight- 
ened age? Or is there some 
way to both acknowledge its 
value yet still view it with a 
more critical eye? 
Does American entertain- 

ment ever have an expiration 
date? 

€€ Jake, shes a child'” "Sp2" 

Tove male high-school seniors 
discussing an attractive female 

sophomore in John Hughes 
Sixteen Candles™ (1984) 

“How are we meant to 
feel about art that we both 
love and oppose” Molly 
Ringwald, who played the 
“child” referenced above, 
wrote this past April mn The 
New Yorker, 34 years later 
As the decades passed. she 
grew more uncomfortable 
with some of the material 
that made her one of the 
1980s" biggest young stars 
This can be a fraught 

debate, and understandably 
50. Some Americans, often 
those who wield society's 
power, cast popular culture 
as froth that’s unworthy of 
serious scrutiny: Hey, it's 
just entertainment. Don't 
overthink things 

But entertainment is a by- 
product of its era — of how 
we view ourselves, of who 
gets to call who what and 
who wields the paintbrushes 
of representation in society. 
And if you're never the one 
holding the paintbrush, how 
entertaming can it be? 

This delicate question per- 
vades some of our culture's 
most beloved work, from 
Mark Twain's “Huckleberry 
Fn" on down. It is the 
wonderful and the problem- 
atic, often presented side by 
side 
So if we're watching “I 

Love Lucy.” do we consider 
how belittling Ricky (and 
most everyone else) is 10 
her? Or do we take away 
the fact that no matter what, 
she never stops trying and 
is never contained” In “The 
Honeymooners,” do we 
key in on the obvious love 
between Ralph and Alice or 
on his fist-shaking threats to 
send her “to the moon™ 

If we're listening to the 

Photo from “Cary Grant: A Celebration of Style,” by Richard 
Torregrossa, Bulfinch Press 

Cary Grant and Katherine Hepburn share a glance in “A Philadel- 
phia Story.” released in 1941 

Lennon for his vision of a 
more peaceable world, what 
do we make today of his 
1965 song that began with 
the lynics, “I'd rather see 
you dead, little girl, than to 
be with another man™ 

If we're showing our kids 
Hollywood classics, and we 
put “Gone with the Wind” 
in front of them, what do we 
say when Mammy (Hat- 
tie McDaniel) acts like a 
happy slave who adores her 
masters” What about the 
frequent racial and ethnic 
stereotypes — from Mexi- 
can to Afncan-Amencan to 
Insh to ltahan in Wamer 
Bros." beloved collection 
of cartoon shorts from the 
1940s and 1950s” 

For the Gen-Xers among 

us: Through what prism 
should we view such 
hormone-drenched 1980s 
fare as “Fast Times at 
Ridgemont High,” “Porky's” 
and — heaven help us 
“Zapped.” an entire movie 
about a teenage boy who 
can pop open girls’ blouses 
with his mind? 
And what of Hughes, 

who captured teenage hife’s 
authenticity as never before 
but also handed us material 
that sent some fundamen- 
tally confusing and prob- 
lematic sexual messages to 
adolescents? 

“If you could erase all the 
scenes that are offensive to 
us today, even if you could, 
would that be a good idea? 
I don’t really think so.” 
says M_ Alison Kibler, who 
teaches Amencan stud- 
res at Franklin & Marshall 
College and researches how 
groups struggle for fair rep- 
resentation in entertamment 

She adds. “1 would step 
back from any kind of one- 
dimensional read of movies 
and performances from the past” 

« oman not made 
Wi heavy think- 

ing but should always 
decorate scene like 
blossom of plum.” 

Charlie Chan (a decidedly un- 

Asian Roland Winters), “(hark 
Chan in the Chinese Ring” (1947) 

The “Charlie Chan” 
movies of the 1930s and 
1940s, shown repeatedly on 
TV in the 1970s and 1980s, 
seem today to brim with 
racial problems: non-Asians 
portraying Asians, fortune- 
cookie sayings spouted in 
precious accents and, for 
good measure, some broadly 
played African-American 
representations 100. 

Yet according to Yunte 
Huang, who traced the 
character's history, many 
Asians welcomed the films 
at the time because, in an era 

of Fu Manchu stereotypes, 
they represented something 
coveted: a respected Asian 
protagonist who outwitted 
every white person on the 
screen 

“There's a history to 
everything. And we need 
to know history -  includ- 
ing those ugly representa- 
tions and everything,” says 
Huang, author of “Charlie 
Chan: The Untold Story of 
the Honorable Detective 
and His Rendezvous with 
Amencan History.” 
“On the one hand, we 

need to be cnitical and 
continue to protest,” he says 
“On the other hand, it is im- 
portant for us to get people 
to talk about this. . Let them 
come out, but talk about 
them and analyze them so 
we know how far we have 
traveled” 

Until the last couple de 
cades, older fare resurfaced 
only sporadically, when 
studios or networks put 
it back out there on air or 
VHS tape 

But the dawn of the 
digital era and the rapid nse 
of streaming culture means 
that now, anything can be 
accessed by pretty much 
anyone on any screen. That 
in turn means that a dizzying 
library of our cultural past, 
warts and all, is available at 
the press of a button 

This 1s also a different 
question than what's be- 
ng grappled with around 
entertainers like Bill Cosby, 
Lous C K. and Woody Al 
len, whose work many now 
reject because of the artists’ 
behavior rather than the 
content itself (though many 
have identified problems in 
Allen's and C K's work) 
Consider Apu, the South 

Asian convenience-store 
owner long voiced by Hank 
Azana m “The Simpsons™ 

an unusual case because 
the show has spanned more 
than two generations of 
evolving attitudes 

Last year, comedian Han 
Kondabolu released a film, 
“The Problem With Apu.” 
documenting stereotypes 
he saw with the character 
and its effect on entertam- 
ers of South Asian descent 
The response included hints 
that Apu might fade from 
the cast of thousands tha 
populate the Simpsons 
hometown of Springfield 
That doesnt sit night with 

Shilpa Davé, author of “In- 
dian Accents: Brown Voice 
and Racial Performance in 
American Television and 
Film.” Apu, afier all, is also 
a beloved character and 
community member. Isn't 
there another solution? 

“The casy thing is to point 
a finger and say, ‘Oh, that's 
terrible.’ But | think we have 
10 say, what are the alterna- 
tives? How do we want to 
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progress now that we have 
more information and a 
higher consciousness” 
Davé says. “Does entertain- 
ment mean that we leave our 
brains behind?” 

When Tim Cogshell was a 
child, he loved John Wayne 
He'd watch Westerns and 
root for the cowboys — the 

“good guys.” 
“Then my uncle told 

me, ‘Stop rooting for the 
cowboys.” Cogshell says. 
allowing that his uncle also 
used a word between “the” 
and “cowboys™ that began 
with an “f” 

Today Cogshell. a film 
cntic for FilmWeek on 
KPCC-FM, an NPR affiliate 
in Pasadena, California, 
thinks a lot about how 
yesterdays attitudes should 
be considered in today's 
environment 

Part of his answer comes 
down to intent 

*“1 gotta know the details. 
What's going on here? 
What's the intention here?” 
Cogshell says. “Sometimes 
you have to peel the onion 
And then one decides how 
to think about it, how to feel 
about it, where to put it in 
the canon.” 
Sa while “Birth of a Na- 

tion,” the groundbreaking 
1915 film widely regarded 
as one of the most corro- 
sively racist ever made, is 
viewed ever more harshly 
as the years pass, a mi 
sogynist bigot like Archie 
Bunker from “All in the 
Family” presents a different 
story: Whether a successful 
portrayal or not, Cogshell 
says, it was intended to 
highlight a problem and get 
it discussed 
Some of ths is discussion 

1s perhaps moot. YouTube- 
savvy teenagers are prob- 
ably not watching “Birth of 
a Nation,” “The Mask of Fu 
Manchu” or even “Porky's” 
on their mobile devices 

The solutions, though, 
suggest a general direction 
Don’t simply ban or ehmi 
nate or delete 

Talk about stuff 
whether formally, when it’s 
presented to the public, or 
informally at home 
And don’t assume we re 

smarter today; as you read 
this, entertainment 1s be- 
ing made that'll be just as 
problematic to our great- 
grandchildren 

And involving more 
voices in the production of 
today's popular culture 
and the selection, curation 
and characterization of yes 
terday’s can make sense 
of this more than dismissing 
the issue as overreaction or 
scrubbing the leavings of 
less-enhightened eras. 

That doesn't mean that 
newly offensive classics 
can’t be entertaining 
Many of these things are 

Amenican favonites for a rea- 
son: They resonated with us 
over many years, and have 
things to say that remam 
relevant — and, at times, 
fun and escapist 

But wherever you come 
down, to suggest that enter. 
tanment music, movies, 
TV, a multibilhon-dollar 
mdustry designed to sell our 
cultures stones back to us 
mn infinite configurations 
1s not something to examine 
sometimes under a more 
close-up lens seems a bi! 
self-defeating 

This, after all. 1s us 
maybe not an inclusive 
enough “us.” maybe not 
the “us” that many want us 
10 be, but something that 
demands to be understood 

Let Molly Ringwald 

ing history is a dangerous 
road when it comes to art 

change is essential, but 
$0, 100, 1s remembering the 
past, in all of its transgres- 
sion and barbarism, so that 
we may properly gauge how 
far we have come, and also 
how far we still need to go.” 

of your dreams! 
The sverage four year-old child asks over four hundred questions 1 doy. 
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A car fell into this collapsed culvert because of heavy rains Friday 
on Tommy Butler Road in the Causeyville Whynot area of Lauder. 
dale County, Miss. No one was hurt in the accident The National 

| Weather Service posted flash flood watches and wamings for 
much of the South from Lousiana into southwest Virginia 

Wild weather: 
Water rescues in 
South, heavy snow 

in Midwest 
By John Seewer 
Associated Press 

A powerful winter storm 
that brought blizzard 
warnings Friday across 
the Upper Midwest was 

| blamed for at cast three 
fatal crashes while flash 
flooding from rains in the 
South swept away cars and 
forced dozens of water 
rescues 

In northern New Fng- 
land, a mix of snow, sleet. 

| freezing rain and rain 
| added up to make for dan- 
gerous driving Friday for 
post-holiday travelers. Up 
to 4 inches of snow was 
possible in the western 
mountains of Maine 
Much of the Dakotas 

and part of Minnesota 
were under a blizzard 
warning aftcr many arcas 

| got a foot of snow or more 
Thursday 

A collision between a 
| small bus and an SUV 

in Minnesota killed a 
| 47-ycar-old woman on 
the bus and injured ninc 
others Thursday. A second 

| person died in central 
| Minncsota after being 
struck on a road by a 
pickup with a plow blade 

In North Dakota, a 
| pickup truck driver was 
killed Thursday on a 

| snow-covered highway 
when visibility was 

| reduced by blowing snow 
from a plow, according to 

| the state highway patrol 
Another storm dumped 

| up to 12 inches of rain in 
| Louisiana and Mississippi, 
sweeping away cars and 

| forcing some residents 
| to be rescued from their 
homes before the rains 

| moved into Alabama, 
Georgia, Tennessee, and 
western North Carolina on 
Friday 
The National Weather 

| Service posted flash flood 
watches and warnings for 
much of the South from 
Louisiana into southwest 
Virginia 
“We had an cxtreme 

flash flooding event,” 
said Glen Moore, the 
CMCTgency management 
director in Forrest County, 

Joel 212-14 
“Yet even now,” declares the Lond, “Retum to Me with ofl , 

rend your heart and not your garments.” Now retum to * 
the Lond your God, For He is gracious and compassionate, 

of el. Who knows whether He will not tum and relent 
And leave a blessing behind Him, Even a grain offering 

and a drink offering For the Lond yowr God? 

in southwestern Missis- 
sippi, which saw 9 inches 
fall over 12 hours through 
carly Fnday 

Authoritics had to res- 
cuc’residents from about 
25 arca homes in Forrest 
County, Moore said 

They rescued one man 
whose car was swept away 
after he went around a bar- 
ricade on a flooded road. 
Moore said 
“He was able to make 

it outside of the car and 
latch onto a tree until we 
could get a boat to him.” 
Moore said 

There was onc death 
in Tennessee where a 
woman fell into a rain 
rain-swollen creck near 
Chattanooga. Authon- 
ties who recovered the 
woman's body Friday 
moming about three hours 
after she lost her footing 
said she had been camping 
in a cave with frends and 
they were trying to leave 
the arca when she fell into 
the water 
The storm system was 

blamed for a death in 
Louisiana carhier this 
week when a tree fell on a 
camper 

Forecasters said up to § 
inches of rain were pos- 
sible in northern Alabama 
and central and north 
Georgia A flood warning 
was also issued for Ashe- 
ville, North Carolina 
Water also flooded more 

than a dozen homes in St 
Charles Parish, Louisiana, 
and a Trader Joc's store 
near New Orleans lost 
power dunng the storm, 
prompting it to donate 
perishable grocery items 
to a food bank 
Some arcas of the Mid- 

WCSt WTC SCCIng spring- 
like conditions 

Shorts and t-shirts re- 
placed winter running gear 
Friday for several joggers 
in downtown Columbus, 
Ohio, where temperatures 
were in the 50s 

“It’s weird that there's 
no snow.” said Evan 
Miller, who was about 
four miles into his run 
while weaning gray shorts 
and a short sleeve shirt 
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NYC utility probes electric flash that lit sky in eerie blue 
By Jennifer Peltz 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK Elec 

tric utility Con Edison was 
working Fnday to figure out 
what caused a high-voltage 
equipment failure that 
unleashed an otherworldly 
flash of bright blue light in 
the night sky over New York 
City 

The event Thursday 
caused power outages, 
bnefly grounded flights at 
LaGuardia airport and filled 
social media feeds with 
eerie photos, questions and 
jokes, to the point that even 

the New York Police De- 
partment tweeted there was 

“no evidence of extraterres- 
trial activity.” 

While Con Ed initially 
described a “brief electrical 

fire” at a power substation 
in the Astonia section of 
Queens, spokesman Bob 
McGee said Friday that 
what happened was an elec- 
tical flash after a malfunc- 
tion involving 20-foot-high 
equipment with cables 
carrying 138,000 volts. By 
comparison, a standard U.S 
household gets 120-volt 
service. 

“It was like a lightning 
bolt, essentially,” said 
McGee. 

Substations transform 
electricity that comes in 
from power plants at high 
voltage down to lower volt 
age levels, and send it on 
for use 

Thursday's malfunction 
involved voltage-monitoring 
equipment, Con Ed said in a 
release 

Normally, a circuit-break- 

Kansas teen to get 
high school, Harvard 
diplomas in 1 month 

Associated Press 

ULYSSES, Kan A 
16-year-old Kansas boy will 
soon eam his high-school 
diploma — and a few days 
later he'll travel to Harvard 
to collect his bachelor’s 
degree 

Ulysses High School 
senior Braxton Moral will 
attend both commence- 
ment ceremonies in May, 

becoming the only student 
to successfully pursue a 
four-year high school degree 
and a bachelor’s degree 
from Harvard at the same 
time, The Hutchinson News 
reported. 
Harvard has changed 

the rules, Braxton's father 
Carlos Moral said, so his 
son will “the one and only™ 
reaching that milestone. 
Braxton Moral will be 17 
when he gets his diplomas. 
Carlos Moral said they 

began to realize their son 
was special when he was in 
the third grade. 

“They told us: ‘You need 
to do something. He's not 
Just gifted. He's really, really 
gifted,” he said 

Braxton Moral skipped 
the fourth grade. 
The Ulysses school 

district allowed him to take 
some high school classes 
while he was still in middle 
school. Before high school 
he took a class offered at 
Fort Hays State University. 
Then he was admitted into 
Harvard. 

Braxton Moral simultane- 
ously studied at the high 
school and the Harvard 
Extension School. The pro- 
gram typically serves adults 
who work and can't attend 
classes on campus full time. 

Ulysses High School 
math teacher Patsy Love 
served as the proctor for the 
Harvard program, admin- 
istering Moral’s tests in 
Kansas. Moral spent the 
summer before his junior 
year at Harvard's campus in 
Cambridge, Massachusetts. 
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er-like device intervenes 
and quickly cuts off power 
to the affected equipment if 
there's an electrical fault, but 
that apparently didn’t hap- 
pen Thursday, McGee said 
Instead, the electricity kept 
cycling through, causing the 
flash 

Across much of the na- 
tion's most populous city, 
people looked up around 
9:12 p.m. to see a pulsing 
orb of blue light that lasted 
a minute or more in the 
sky over Queens, casting 

the skyline into a strange 
silhouette 

“It was pitch black out- 
side, and then suddenly the 
whole side of the eastern sky 
was lighting up and chang- 
ing colors,” said Madeleine 
Frank Reeves, who saw the 
lights from her Upper West 

As for why the cyan 
sky: When electric charges 
move through air, the air 
gets superheated and glows 
blue, explains Enc O'Dea, 
of Boston's Museum of 
Science, which is known for 

generating indoor light 
ning bolts in its Theater 
of Electncity. He said its 
sparks are similar to the arcs 

over Queens, but they lasted 
considerably longer, paint 
ing the sky 
Onlookers invoked su- 

pematural and sci-fi screen 
classics — “Ghostbusters,” 
“Independence Day,” “Close 
Encounters of the Third 
Kind" and more. There 
were, of course, hashtags 
including #alienmvasion 
and a tongue-in-cheek take 
on a real scientific phenom- 
enon: the “Astonia Borealis.” 

Witnesses’ video showed 

plumes of smoke pouring 
from a piece of equipment 

at the substation, and nearby 
residents reported hearing 
banging or roanng sounds 
Those likely were caused 
by the electncal arc going to 
the ground, McGee said 

The arc subsided on its 
own, he said. No one was 
seriously injured, though an 
employee at the substation 
reported eye imitation, Con 

Ed sad 
Meanwhile, power 

flickered or went out at least 
briefly around northern 
Queens Lights flickered in 
parts of the massive Rikers 
Island jail complex before 
back-up generators kicked 
in, according to the city Cor: 
rection Department 

Although LaGuardia also 
has backup power, outages 
closed parts of the airport 

for a ime. Some subway 

service was disrupted for 

about a half-hour, according 

to Con Ed 

McGee didn’t immed: 

ately have information on 
whether there had been any 

recent problems with or 

repairs to the equipment that 

failed 

The utility will examine 
instrument readings to try 

to pinpoint the cause of the 

malfunction, he said 

Thursday wasn't the first 
time a substation power 

problem has illuminated the 
city’s skies with a strange 
glow. Superstorm Sandy 

flooded a Con Ed substation 

m 2012, a producing a great, 

greemsh flash and plunging 
a swath of Manhattan into 

darkness 
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Vatican hears testimony from 
alleged McCarrick abuse victim 
By Nicole Winfield 

Associated Press 

VATICAN CITY — The 
Vatican has taken testimony 
from a man who says ex- 
Cardinal Theodore McCar 
rick sexually abused him 
for years starting when he 
was 11, evidence that the 
initial case agamnst the retired 
archbishop has expanded to 
include serious allegations of 
sexual misconduct, includ- 
ing in the confessional 
James Gren testified 

Thursday in New York be 
fore the judicial vicar for the 
New York City archdiocese, 
who was asked by the Holy 
See to take his statement, 
said Grein's civil attomey 
Patrick Noaker. 

The testimony, which 
lasted about an hour, was 
difficult and stressful but 
Grein was proud to have 
done it, Noaker said 
“He wants his church 

back. He felt that in order 10 
accomplish that end, he had 
to go in and testify here and 
tell them what happened, 
and give the church itself the 
chance to do the nght thing.” 
Noaker said in a telephone 
interview Fnday 
Gren initially came for 

ward in July after the New 
York archdiocese announced 
that a church investigation 
determined that an allegation 
that McCarnick had groped 
another teenage altar boy in 
the 1970s was credible 

Grein's claims, first 
reported by The New York 
Times, are more serious. He 
has alleged that McCamick, 
a family frend, first exposed 
himself to Grein when 
he was 11 and then sexu- 
ally molested him for years 
thereafter. 
Noaker said in his testi- 

mony Thursday, Grein also 
gave “chilling” details about 
alleged repeated incidents of 
groping during confession 

a serious canonical crime 
on top of the original offense 
of sexually abusing a minor. 

Very 
vulnerable,” he said. “1f you 

AP file photo 

Cardinal Theodore McCarrick speaks March 4, 2015, during a 
memorial service in South Bend, Ind 

manipulate that, and try to 
sexualize that, it’s extremely 
emotionally damaging.” 
McCamck denied the 

initial groping allegation of 
the altar boy and has said 
through his lawyer he looks 
forward to his nght to due 
process. It wasn’t clear when 
his testimony would be 
given 

The McCamick scan- 
dal has sparked a crisis in 
credibility in the US. and 
Vatican hierarchies, since 
it was apparently an open 
secret in some church circles 
that “Uncle Ted" slept 
with adult seminanans. Yet 
McCarmick still rose to the 
heights of church power, and 
even acted as the spokesman 
for US. bishops when they 
enacted a “zero tolerance” 
policy against sexually abu 
sive priests in 2002 

Pope Francis initially 
ordered McCarrick removed 
from public ministry in June 
after he was accused of 
groping the teenage altar boy 

the first known allegation 
against him involving a teen 
A month later, after former 
seminarians and Grein came 
forward, Francis removed 
McCarrick as a cardinal and 
ordered him to live a lifetime 
of penance and prayer while 
the canonical process ran its 
course. 
Now 88, the former 

of Washington is 
living at a Kansas religious 
residence. 
The Vatican is under 

at a February sex abuse 
prevention summit, since 
Francis himself has been 
implicated in the yearslong 
cover-up of McCamck's 
misconduct with adults 

While victims have long 
complained about the way 
they have been treated dur: 
ing canonical proceedings, 
Noaker praised the judicial 
vicar, the Rev. Richard 
Welch, saying he was 
compassionate, respectful 
and patient during Grein's 
testimony 

Noaker said Welch gave 
Gren time 10 compose 

himself when he testified 
about an incident in which 
McCamck allegedly mastur- 
bated Grein in a car. When 
McCamick dropped Grein 
back at home, he allegedly 
told Gremn's parents that the 
mess was caused by a spilled 
soda, so Grein's mother 

went 10 clean up the car seat 
“That was a really psycho- 

logically damaging mo- 
ment.” Noaker said, adding 
that Grein had to relive it 
during his testimony. “He 
closed his eyes. He was sit- 
ting in that car with McCar- 
nick, and you could see it. It 
was moving and terrifying” 

The Associated Press does 
not identify people who say 
they have been victims of 
sexual assault unless they 
grant permission. Grein has 
gone public with his full 
name. 

In addition to the canoni- 
cal case against McCarrick, 
Noaker filed a police report 
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Alabama set for Oklahoma, title-game berth at stake 
By Tim Reynolds 

Associated Press 

MIAMI GARDENS, Fla. -- Nick Saban 
knows Alabama cannot win every game 

The Crimson Tide merely come close 
This is the fifth year of the College 

Football Playoff, and the fifth Alabama 
appearance in the four-team tournament 
10 decide the national champion. The 
latest quest toward another title, which 
would be the school’s third in the last four 
years, resumes today when the top-ranked 
Crimson Tide (13-0) take on fourth-ranked 
Oklahoma (12-1) in the semifinals at the 
Orange Bowl 

“It’s a good problem to have,” said 
Oklahoma quarterback Kyler Murray, the 
Heisman Trophy winner. “They win a lot 
We win a lot. ... I've heard a lot of people 
say ‘beat Alabama’ just because they don't 
like Alabama or whatever. But I'm not re- 
ally too much into that™ 

The game is a matchup between the two 
highest-scoring offenses in the country, 

with Oklahoma slightly outpacing Alabama 
there. It’s also a matchup of arguably the 
two best players in the country; Murray 
and Alabama quarterback Tua Tagovailoa 
were first and second, respectively, in the 
Heisman voting 

At stake is a berth in the CFP title game 
on Jan. 7 against either Clemson or Notre 
Dame. And Alabama has four players who 
will be appearing in their seventh CFP 
game — which is absurd, especially when 
considering that there have been only 12 
games total in the event since it was put 
into place starting with the 2014 season 
“We know we can’t be perfect,” Saban 

said. “But we're certainly trying to work 
every day to close the gap on how good 
can we be, and are we reaching our full 
potential in how we improve and work 
every day” The edge for the Crimson Tide, 
on paper anyway, is on defense. Alabama 
comes into this game ranked fourth nation- 
ally in points allowed per game, while 
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Midland High's Nathaniel Rodriguez lays in a basket as Plainview's Austin Hauk is late defending Friday during a game at Chaparral Center in the 
Byron Johnston Holiday Classic 

MHS bounces back with big win over Plainview 
By Christopher Hadorn 

chadorn@mrt.com 

The Midland High boys basketball 
team got a wide range of contributions 
when it hit the hardwood against Plain- 
view Friday 
Four players scored in double figures 

and Xadrian Van Buren came off the 
bench to record 11 rebounds to push 
MHS to an 82-55 victory over Plainview 
in Pool A play at Chaparral Center. 
Rahkieim Petterson led the way with 23 
points, Brett Canis provided | 7 points, 
Nathaniel Rodriguez added 13 points 
and Adrian Lozano had 12 points as 
Midland High (9-9) bounced back from 
a 75-73 loss to Burleson Centennial late 
Thursday night : 

“1 think when everybody else is play- 
ing their own game and not trying to 
play as a team, then we play a lot worse 

than what we are capable of,” Rodriguez 
said. “When we keep playing as a team, 
we play a lot better.” 
MHS took control of the game against 

Plainview in the second quarter as the 
Tall City Bulldogs went on a 10-2 run 
in the first two minutes of the stanza to 
take a 28-16 lead 

Midland High struck fast, turning 
defensive stops and turnovers into quick 
points in transition. Petterson scored 

“We are really good when we push the 
ball and get out on the break and make 
good decisions and finish,” MHS head 
coach Shan Hooker said. “We 
are. We've got guys who are fast, quick, 
athletic. When we do that, we are at our 
best. We saw an opportunity to get out 
and run on Plainview and we went out 
there and executed that game plan” 
The 6-foot-1 Rodriguez played a 

prominent role in Midland High's transi- 
tion attack, as he got it started with three 
steals and seven rebounds. 

“In order to fast, we've got 10 
start on the defensive end first to 
defensive stops, so we get the ball on 
the ground and get it out and play faster 
than most teams can,” said. 
“It starts on the defensive side, so that's 
what we try to focus on.” 
PAHS hai Wi fnpRCasive ellont goout- 

ing the off the glass, as Canis just 
missed a double-double with nine re- 

fied with his players’ rebounding efforts 
in the first half. 
“We were down at halftime in the 

rebound count, two or three to Plain- 
view,” Hooker said. “That was one of 
our points of emphasis at halftime was 

Please sec BOYS/IB 

Big second 
quarter lifts 
MHS past 
Greenwood 
By Christopher Hadorn 

chadorna mrt com 

The Midland High girls basketball 
team found out Friday that Greenwood 
can bring it 

The Rangerettes don’t have much size 
or height, but they play with relentless 
intensity and hustle. Greenwood came 
out swinging by taking control of the first 
quarter against MHS in the teams” Pool 
A finale at the Byron Johnston Holiday 
Classic at Chaparral Center. 

But the Lady Bulldogs got into a 
groove in the second quarter with a game 
defining 19-2 run and ran away with a 
48-33 win at Chaparral Center. 
MHS (13-9) fimshed Pool A play 

in second place with a 2-1 record and 
advanced to face Midland Classical in 
today’s 11.30 am. third-place game at 
Chaparral Center. Meanwhile, the Ran- 
gerettes (5-15) ended Pool A play with 
a 0-3 mark and meet El Paso Eastlake 
in today’s 9 am. seventh-place game at 
Midland High 

The Rangerettes flustered the Lady 
Bulldogs in the first quarter with their 
unyielding energy and pressure defense 
to take a 12-5 advantage. Undersized 
Greenwood even won the early rebound 
ing battle, spearheaded by the efforts of 
Teresa Rodnguez, who pulled down 13 
rebounds 

However, MHS turned it around in the 
second quarter by holding the Ranger. 
cttes to no points until Madison Hartman 
scored on a putback with 1:20 left 

“That's their trademark,” Lady Bull- 
dogs head coach Wes Torres said of 
Greenwood's dogged style. “Every game 
that | have watched them play in person 
or on film, they come out and punch the 
team in the mouth. We just didn’t respond 
very well in the first quarter 

“But we settled down and played much 
better defense in the second quarter. They 
had a much harder time scoring from that 
point forward. Our girls executed how we 
wanted to defend them. (In the) first quar- 
ter we didn’t. We kind of did our own 
thing out there and then they defended 
the way they ‘re suppose to defend and 
take away their strengths, and it helped us 
get some run outs and transition baskets.” 

Torres said his MHS players adjusted 
by forcing the Rangerettes to pass it 
toward the side of the court they aren't 
as comfortable running their offense in, 
which in turn created tumovers. Lady 

Please see GIRLS/3B 
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DAILYRUNDOWN 
From staff and wire reports 

ON THE AIR 

College Football 
Belk Bowl: South Carolina 

vs. Virginia, 11 am. ABC 
Peach Bowl: Florida vs. 
Michigan, 11 a.m. ESPN, 
ESPNDEP 
Arizona Bowl: Arkansas 

State vs. Nevada, 12:15 p.m, 
CBSSN 
Cotton Bowl: Notre Dame 

vs. Stanford, 3 p.m., ESPN, 
ESPN2, ESPNews, ESPNDEP 
Orange Bowl: Oklahoma 

vs. Alabama, 7 pm, ESPN 

ESPN2, ESPNews, ESPNDEP 
College Hockey 

Ferris State at Minnesota, 7 
p.m, BTN 

Cross-Country Skiing 
World Cup: Tour de Ski, 

Men's and Women's Sprint, 

7:30 am., OLYHD 
WHF World Junior Champi- 

FC, 11:30 a.m., NBC, UNVSO 
Mixed Martial Arts 

UFC: Jones vs. Gustafs- 
son 2, Prelims, 7 pm. FS1, 

9:30 p.m., FSSW+ 
National Hockey League 
Detroit at Dallas, 7 p.m, 

FSSW 
Tennis 

Hopman Cup: Germany 
vs. Spain, Great Britain vs 

Tech, 3 p.m., FSSW, FCSP 
Butler at Villanova, 7 p.m. 

FS2 
RADIO 

NAHL Hockey 
Lone Star at Odessa, 7 

p.m, KFZX 102.1 FM 

National Basketball 
Association 

San Antonio at LA Clip- 

pers, 9:30 p.m, KBYG 106.1 

FM/1400 AM (Big Spring) 

WHAT’S ON DECK 
JC Men's Basketball 
Midland College vs. Cochise 

College. 2 p.m., Phoenix 

MS Boys Basketball 

Lee, MHS at Byron John- 
ston Tournament (CHRIS) 

Greenwood at Brownwood 

Tournament 
Trinity at Rankin 

Tournament 

Lee, MHS, Greenwood 
MCA at Byron Johnston Tour- 

Trinity at Rankin 
Tournament 

TRANSACTIONS 
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Texas Tech eases past Texas Rio Grande Valley 
Associated Press 

LUBBOCK — Jarrett 
Culver scored 19 points, 
first-time starter Deshawn 
Coprew had 13 points and 
10 rebounds and No. 11 
Texas Tech pulled away 
from Texas-Rio Grande 
Valley for a 71-46 vic- 
tory Friday night in the 
Red Raiders’ final tuneup 
before Big 12 Conference 

play 
Culver and the Red 

Raiders cranked up their 
signature defense in the 
second half, turing a close 
game into a rout with 12 
minutes to go as Texas 
Tech bounced back from 
its first loss of the season, 
69-58 to top-ranked Duke 
in New York eight days 
carlier. 

The Raiders (11-1) 
open their Big 12 sea- 
son Wednesday at West 
Virginia 

Terry Winn led the 
Vaqueros (8-7) with 17 
points 

Texas Tech led 38-31 
at halftime but didn't play 

AN 
Brad Tollefson/AP 

Texas Tech's Kyler Edwards (0) shoots over Texas-Rio Grande 
Valley's Javon Levi (14) during the first half of a game Friday in 
Lubbock 

the same level of defense 
that has been a staple this 
season. Rio Grande Valley 
shot 46 percent (12 of 26) 

before halftime against the 
Red Raiders, who came 
in leading the country in 
field-goal defense at 33 

percent 
Things changed early in 

the second half. The Va- 
queros missed 11 of their 
first 12 shots in the period, 
which allowed Tech to 
extend the lead 
Brandone Francis made 

two straight baskets, 
Culver knocked down a 

jumper and on the next 
possession grabbed a 

rebound of his missed 
3-pointer and zipped a pass 
to Coprew for a backdoor 
layup. 

That series of events 

pushed the Raiders’ lead 
to 52-35 and prompted a 
umeout by Rio Grande 
Valley. The Vaqueros shot 
17 percent (4 of 23) in the 

second half and finished 
the game at 33 percent 

Tech had threatened to 
blow the game open late in 
the first half, stretching the 
lead to double digits on the 
strength of a 13-4 run. But 
the Vaqueros didn't flinch 
and drew within 38-31 at 
the break 

There were seven lead 
changes and four ties in the 
initial 7:14 

Rio Grande Valley made 
seven of its first nine shots 
Winn led the way with 
seven carly points, the last 
one a baseline jumper that 
made it 17-17 

C-USA hopes flex schedule means better seed, at-large bid 
By David Brandt 

Associated Press 

Frustrated mid-major conference 
officials are taking drastic action 
they hope will nudge the selection 
pendulum in their direction when it 
comes to NCAA Tournament at-large 
invitations and seeding 

Leading the way is Conference 
USA, which has dumped a conven- 
tional league schedule in favor of a 

| more radical one based on results 
C-USA'’s 14 teams won't know 

who they'll be playing during the 
final two weeks of the regular sea- 
son until mid-February, when the 

| standings will determine the final 
| matchups. The move is to ensure the 
| league's best teams are playing each 
other in hopes of improving their 
tournament profiles 

Conference USA Commissioner 
| Judy MacLeod said the league could 
no longer stand idly by after watch- 
ing Middle Tennessee and its 25-win 
season get snubbed on Selection 

| Sunday last year. 
“It's never been done so we're a 

little wary,” MacLeod said. "But we 
felt like it was an opportunity we 
had to try. If we keep doing the same 
thing, nothing's going to change.” 
A handful of other mid-major 

conferences are altering their league 
schedules in an effort to improve 
their NCAA Tournament success 
rate. Next year, the Sun Belt Confer- 
ence will debut a schedule that's very 
similar to C-USA's 
Other leagues, like the West 

Coast Conference, which includes 
Gonzaga, have implemented a more 
predictive schedule that tnes to 
pinpoint which teams will be good 
and makes sure they have a tougher 

league schedule with the opportunity 
for more quality wins 
Conference USA hasn't committed 

to the schedule beyond this season 
and ESPN's Joe Lunardi is intrigued 
by the idea, though he isn't sold 
that the league's bold move will be 
a cure-all for the challenges mid- 
majors face 

“It can't hurt to try and do every- 
thing in your power to make sure 
your best teams have an opportunity 
for the highest quality wins that they 
can get and similarly avoid the bad 
loss that can be a pothole,” said Lu- 
nardi, who analyzes and predicts the 
NCAA Tournament bracket 
Mid-major officials have long said 

it's difficult to schedule nonconfer. 
ence matchups against Power Five 
schools, so improving their confer- 
ence schedules is an attractive option 
to help improve their NCAA Tourna- 
ment profile 
"We struggle getting top 50 and 

top 100 games in the non-conference, 
and when we do get them, they're 
usually on the road or at neutral 
sites,” Macleod said. "We just 
wanted to make sure we're giving our 
top teams the opportunity to play as 
many good games as they can.” 

Here's how C-USA's new schedule 
works 

The first 14 league games are 
pre-determined, with each of the 14 
schools playing 12 teams once and 
their regional travel partner twice 
After those games, all teams will be 
placed into one of three pods based 
on the conference standings 

Two of the pods will have five 
teams (Ist-5th and 6th- 10th) while 
the last pod will have the league's 
bottom four teams. The final four 
games will all be played within those 
pods 

The idea is that the league's top 
five teams would be playing more 
games against opponents with solid 

computer profiles. More quality wins 
could help sway the NCAA Tourna- 
ment's selection committee 

Southern Mississippi coach Doc 
Sadler has mixed feelings about 
the schedule. He understands the 
potential benefits that would come 
from more quality wins, but he's wor- 
ried the change might affect rivalries 
and create problems for fans plan- 
ning trips 10 games weeks — or even 
months — in advance 

"If there's one positive about it, it's 
that the league is at least trying to do 
something,” Sadler said. “Whether or 
not this is the right way or the wrong 
way. we'l! find out in March.” 

Travel logistics are a major con- 
cern. Conference USA is a spread 
out league, with teams located from 
Texas to West Virginia to Flonda 

Sadler 1s wormed that figuring out 
travel arrangements on short notice 
in a hypothetical matchup between 
Southern Miss — located in Hatties- 
burg, Mississippi, — and Marshall 

located in Huntingdon, West Vir- 
ginia — would create some difficult 
travel scenanios. 
MacLeod acknowledged there 

might be some challenges. She said 
there will be a full week from the 
time the pods are set until the next 
game, and that the league will work 
to make the schedule as travel-friend- 
ly as possible 
Whatever the challenges, MacLeod 

said the Middle Tennessee case last 
year proved to be a tipping point to 
take action. The Blue Raiders won 
the league's regular scason title with 
a 25-8 record, including a 16-2 mark 
in conference, but lost in the confer- 
ence tournament 
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Shot and 
Jarwory 19. 2019 

Sox is 4 month oid male Enhanced Adoption Center 
Domestic Short Heir withe 
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1s aptly named for his four 
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Adoption Fees 
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Tim Fischer/Reporter- Telegram 

Midland High's Brett Canis puts up a shot over Plainview’s Grayson Moore on Friday during a game at Chaparral Center in the Byron 
Johnston Holiday Classic. 

Bovs 
From IB _ 

to flip that. We were 12 
rebounds ahead at the end 
of the game. That was key 
(Van Buren) did a good job 
on the boards, as did oth- 

From 1B 

Bulldogs guard Sadie Go- 
van played a major hand 
by scoring eight of her 
game-high 12 points in the 
second quarter. Govan also 
notched three steals 
“Going into halftime, 

we realized that (in the) 
first quarter that they came 
out and played aggres- 
sive,” Govan said. “But we 
reacted to it and came out 
more aggressive than they 
did” 
Greenwood got a 

team-high 10 points from 
Hartman 
The Ran beat 

Lee, 45-40, on Dec. 21, but 
they've had a tough time 
finding their rhythm in the 
Byron Johnston Holiday 
Classic 
“We just got to get four 

quarters together,” Green- 
wood head coach Ginger 
Hartman said 

“I don't think since 
we've been back from 
Christmas that we've put 
four solid quarters togeth- 
er. | don’t know if that’s 
due to Christmas break, 
but we just got to get four 
quarters. That's been every 

ers. That was a good team 
effort.” 

Austin Hauk and Matt 
Gar each scored 13 points 
to lead Plainview. 

Follow Christopher 

has been our Achilles 

on Twitter: @chris 

MRTsports 
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in the Rangerettes’ capa- 
bilities despite their recent 
struggles. 
“They're a good 

ball club,” Torres said 
“They're well coached and 
they execute well. They're 
extremely fast and physi- 

cal. | was proud of the way 
our girls responded.” 

Desiree Goodley and 
Taysha Rushton each 

scored nine points for 

MHS, while Taylor Payton 
produced nine points for 
Greenwood. 

Follow Christopher 
on Twitter: @chris 

MRTsports 

WOLAND HGH € GREBWO00 13 
Grearnod (519) - Maer Rumast 1 Toyer 

Pan 8. Karoy Payton 1. Karam E80 1 
Wadioon Harm 10. Treen Roding: 7 

Vidhan gp (139) - Toavn Dui 2. Ly 
Cramturan 1 Dav Artem ¢ Toye Aer. 
0. Sache Gio 12. be Poet 5. Javea Wirt 
2 Dwsvus Goodiey . 200 Topi 
ay LEE 
[RE 
Ho0t gow - Grosrmod § sent 1. 

T Payton, K Payton, Mend 2 Orweberian 
Aor Free town Goma 5.7. Widtard 
21. To tt - Graeme 15. Wider gp 
12 Foed ot - T Paton. 
a lic: rn 

1130 0m winy # Owpanyl Comer Grasrmnns 

6 Poe Gate. 4.0. @ Mere Hg» 

HS BASKETBALL ROUNDUP 
From staff reports 

2. Py) Tot fos - GMS 11. Live 6. 
Fond nt - Nore. 

GREENWOO0 9. CHICO M4. 
Graarnnd (17-6) - Jorws 4 Morten §. 

Smilies 13 fle} fo JuNiie 14 ie 
Mase 18 0 Mase 1 

"i Burton § 
Gm. WWW Ya 
Lr 

Fron Sues - GS 20-27. Cuee 16.18 

nd MESS 
- MCS § (Coctuan, MeCarm 2. Gotovae 3. 

i i
 

Hi
 

ls
 

2 °
 

Suptuy 5), Rurten 7 ugg 2. Radngune. Cums 2. 
Fouts 2) Vout nts - sty &, Aaron 11. Fonte 
-- 

Nest Wty va McCamey 10:20 4m tomy 
Parton 

FORSAN SPLITS 
AT RANKIN 

§ Kate Achartunn 30. Zave Ale 1. Jaton 
Quberart | Cater Where 7 
Wet - Marta 4 Gry Soon 2. Gogo 

17, Quilm ¥6, Pogtef 8, Stout 2, Piirgion 2 
ee EE EE 
L—— 

WCCAMEY SUTORAN © 
For Frgear 1. Otawer 1 Richart 
-r a. 
Meany - Sutrw 4.8 Fugen 11 Novay 
ACR 0, Ate 

Lee girls beat 
Plainview to shake 

up schedule 
By Christopher 

Hadorn 
chadorn@mrt.com 

The Lee girls basket- 
ball team created some 
madness in Pool B of the 
Byron Johnston Holiday 
Classic late Friday night 
The Lady Rebels 

knocked down defending 
tournament champion Pla- 
inview, 45-41, at Lee High 
School to force a three- 
way tie for first in Pool B 
Plainview, Lee and Mid- 
land Classical all finished 
Pool B play with identical 
2-1 records. However, 
Plainview was declared the 
winner of Pool B by mar- 
gin of victory tie-breaker, 
buoyed by its 71-46 rout 
of MCA in Thursday's 
tournament opener. Plain- 
view, a |2-time tournament 
champion, will face Pool A 
winner Bushland in today’s 
2:30 p.m. girls champion- 
ship game at Chaparral 
Center. 

Lee secured the second 
spot ahead of the Lady 
Knights, but that meant the 
Lady Rebels would play 
Pool A runner-up Midland 
High in the third-place 
game. Both Lee coach Al- 
fred Acosta and MHS head 
coach Wes Torres agreed 
not to play each other with 
District 2-6A play set to 
begin on Jan. 4 

Instead, Midland High 
will face Midland Classical 
in today’s 11:30 am. third- 
place game at Chaparral 
Center. Meanwhile, Lee 
will move down to play 
Pool A third seed El Paso 
Pebble Hills in today's 
8:30 p.m. fifth-place game 
at Chaparral Center. 

Boys final day set 

Burleson Centennial will 
meet defending champion 
Houston Spring Woods in 
today's 4 p.m. boys cham- 
pionship game at Chapar- 
ral Center. 

San Angelo Central 
plays El Paso Pebble Hills 
in the | p.m. third-place 
game at Chaparral Center; 
Midland High faces Can- 
yon Randall in the 10 a.m 
fifth-place game at Chapar- 
ral Center and Lee goes 
against Plainview in the 
10:30 a.m. seventh-place 
game at Midland High 

MCA outlasts Lee in 
annual 8 a.m. game 

The Lee and Midland 
Classical girls basketball 
teams have played thrill- 
ers in recent years and that 
was the case Friday when 
both teams met for the 
third straight year in the 

the teams 
been decided by a total of 
15 points, as MCA holds a 

since 2016. 
ill had 19 

and 15 points to propel 
Houston Spring Woods to 

a 56-37 win over the Lee 
boys in Pool B play Friday 
at Chaparral Center. 

The Rebels (4-14) were 
held to only 13 points in 
the first half. Zhuric Phelps 
led Lee with eight points, 
while teammate Loic 
Fouonji brought down 13 
rebounds 

Darian Gibson led the 
Tigers (14-4) with 16 

points and Jesse Zarzucla 
provided 12 points 

Later in the day, Spring 
Woods held off El Paso 
Pebble Hills, 43-39, to win 
Pool B with a 3-0 record 
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Brewer helps Baylor beat 
Vanderbilt 45-38 in Texas Bowl 
By Kristie Rieken 

Associated Press 

HOUSTON — Before 
Baylor faced Vanderbilt in 
the Texas Bowl on Thursday 
might, coach Matt Rhule 
asked his players to think 
about where they were a year 
ago after the team finished 
1-11 

After taking a moment 
to reflect on that, the Bears 
retuned their focus to 2018 
and finished an impressive 
turnaround with a huge per- 
formance from quarterback 
Charlic Brewer in a 45-38 
win. Brewer threw for 384 
yards and two touchdowns, 
the second a ticbreaking 
52-yarder in the fourth quar- 
ter, and ran for 109 yards and 
another score 

Brewer, who was se- 
lected MVP, connected 
with Marques Jones for the 
52-yard stroke that that made 
it 45-38 with less than two 

minutes left. The Bears then 
stopped Vanderbilt on fourth- 
and-$ to secure the win 

Brewer's other touchdown 
pass was a 75-yarder carlier 
in the fourth quarter. and he 
scored on a |-yard run in the 
third 

The Bears finished 7-6 a 
year afier losing all but onc 
game in Rhule’s first scason 

“They "ve just continued 
10 evolve every week nto 
a good tcam and battled 
through adversity,” he said 
“They did it by working hard 
and working together” 

Brewer compared his first 
two scasons at Baylor 

“It feels a lot better to 
be m this position than in 
the position we were in last 
year,” he sad 

Vanderbilt (6-7) was 
led by Kyle Shurmur, who 
threw for 286 yards and a 
touchdown, and Kc'Shawn 
Vaughn , who ran for two 
touchdowns and sct a Texas 
Bowl record with 243 yards 
rushing — which ranks scc- 
ond m school history. Shur- 
mur moved past Jay Cutler 
(R.697) for most career yards 
passing in school history 
with 8 865 

Vanderbilt coach Derek 
Mason raved about Brewer 
and was disappointed his 
team couldn't contam him 
“The dual threat at the 

Michael Wyke/AP 

Baylor running back John Lovett (7) slips through the tackle- 
attempt by Vanderbilt linebacker Josh Smith (25) to score during 
the first half of the Texas Bowl on Thursday in Houston 

quarterback position was 
huge tonight.” Mason said 
“Hc ran as well as their run- 
ning backs did. The reality 
was, he was the difference in 
this ballgame. He was able 
10 keep drives alive with his 
legs and that was tough for 
us. 

Baylor led by three with 
about 10 172 minutes left 
when a pass intended for 
Denzel Mims bounced off 
him as he fell in the end zone 
and was mtercepted by Ran- 
dall Haymic. who grabbed 
the ball and stood on tiptocs 
before falling backward out 
of the end zone 
Two plays later, Vaughn 

ran 66 yards to get Vander- 
bilt to the 1, and Khan 
Blasingamc ran it in on the 
next play to put the Com- 
modores up 35-31. The 
Bears regained the lead when 
Trestan Ebner scored on a 
75-yard catch and run on the 
first play of the next drive 

Vanderbilt ted iton a 
33-yard ficld goal with 3 12 
minulcs remaming 

Ebner’s 34-yard touch- 
down run gave Baylor a 
24-21 lead carly in the third 
quarter. The Bears pad- 
ded the Icad when Brewer 
scrambled for a |-yard score 
with about five minutes left 
in the third 

Vanderbilt had a chance 
10 cut the lead to three after 
that, but Jared Pmkney fum- 
bled afier a 32-yard recep- 
tion and the Bears recovered 

it at their own 2. But Baylor 
couldn't move the ball and 
had to punt 
Shurmur threw a 52-yard 

pass to Amir Abdur-Rahman 
10 get the Commodores to 
the 2-yard hne, and Blasin- 
game scored on the next play 
10 get to 31-2R near the end 
of the third quarter. 

The Commodores took a 
7-0 lead when Shurmur con 
nected with Blasmgame on a 
short pass and dashed down 
the ficld for a carcer-long 65- 
yard touchdown reception on 
the third play of the game 

The Bears settled for a 
23-yard ficld goal on their 
first drive before taking a 
10-7 cad when John Lovett 
ran 12 yards for a touchdown 
with about two minutes left 
in the first quarter 

Vanderbilt went back on 
top 14-10 when Vaughn ran 
68 yards for a touchdown 
late in the first 
JaMycal Hasty gave 

Baylor a 17-14 icad when 

he scored on an 18-yard run 
carly m the second quarter. 

But Vaughn's second long 
run came not long aficr that 
10 make it 21-17. Vaughn 
broke a couple of tackles and 
then outran the rest of the 
defense for a 69-yard score 
Jameson Houston dove at his 
feet near the 20-yard linc, but 
barely chipped onc of his legs 
and Vaughn didn’t break his 
stride on the way to the end 
one 

Cotton Bowl: Can Notre Dame 
measure up to No. 2 Clemson? 

By Ralph D. Russo 
Associated Press 

DALLAS —— The question was about 
sustaining high-level success in college 
football and Dabo Swinney 's answer lasted 
3 minutes, 40 seconds. Brevity is not the 
Clemson coach's strong suit 

Swinney talked about how people make 
the program, continuity leads to consistency, 
and how it can’t just be about the results on 
the scoreboard 

“It’s a holistic approach. It’s social It’s 
spiritual. It’s life skills. It’s career develop- 
ment. It's every area.” Swinney said Fnday 
duning the final Cotton Bowl news confer- 
ence. “And | think our commitment to that 
has been a big reason that we've been able 
10 sustain our success because | think certain 
types of young people have bought into 
that” 

As Swinney talked, Notre Dame coach 
Brian Kelly listened -— a joint news confer- 
ence with Swinney imvolves a lot of hstening. 
occasionally nodding his head in agree- 

ment. Swinney has built the Tigers into what 
Notre Dame used to be and what Kelly is 
trying to recreate in South Bend, Indiana. 
The second-ranked Tigers (13-0) face 

the third-ranked Fighting Insh (12-0) on 
Saturday in Notre Dame's first College 
Football Playoff appearance. It is Clemson's 
fourth straight. The winner will play for the 
national on Jan. 7 in Santa 
Clara, California. Clemson has played for 

the title twice in the past three seasons. 
Kelly marveled at Clemson's consistency 

under Swinney. 
“It’s easy to get distracted,” Kelly sad 
“And 10 keep that within your culture in 
your program requires just to have an eye on 
it every single day. So his ability to continue 
10 keep his program year in and year out 
at the top of college football requires more 
than just recruiting good players.” 

Kelly has been at Notre Dame for nine 
years and had the most successful run for a 
Fighting Insh coach since Lou Holtz, who 
won the school’s last national title in 1988 
The only coaches who have won more 
games at Notre Dame than Kelly (81-34) are 
Hall of Famers Knute Rockne (105), Holtz 
(100), Ara Parseghian (95) and Frank Leahy 
(®7) 

Kelly has only once been this close to 
a national c! ip and after Ala- 
bama beat the Insh 42-14 in the 2012 BCS 
championship game, Notre Dame really 
didn’t seem all that close in retrospect. Just 
two seasons ago, the Irish went 4-8 and 
Kelly overhauled his staff and his approach 
10 leading a team. The result was a huge 
turnaround to 10-3 last year. The founda- 
tion appears to be in place for the Insh to 
regularly contend for the playoff. 

Still, Kelly and his team have downplayed 
any talk of the Cotton Bowl! being a barom- 
eter for the program. Sure, the Insh are here 
again on the big stage, but do they really 
belong? 

COLLEGE BOWL GLANCE 
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COLLEGE BOWL ROUNDUP 
Associated Press 

Stidham, Auburn throttle 
Purdue 63-14 at Music City Bowl! 

NASHVILLE. Tenn — Aubum finished its 
up-and-down season with a spectacular perfor- 
mance. 

A record-setting encore in the Music City Bowl 
Jarrett Stidham threw for a career-high 373 

yards and five touchdowns in his final 

The Tigers (8-5) opened the season with a 
top-10 ranking before stumbling in Southeastern 
Conference play against unranked and ranked 
teams alike The Tigers finished with ther first 
postseason victory since the 2015 Birmingham 
Bowl against Memphis and a whole bunch of 
records. 
Auburn scored the most points by an SEC 
team in a bowl, topping Alabama's 61-6 win over 
Syracuse in the Orange Bowl on Jan. 1, 1953 
The Tigers had a chance to match the most 
points ever in a bowl at 70, most recently by 
Army in the Armed Forces Bowl last week, but 
took a knee at the Purdue 1 after a replay review 
overturned a very late TD run by Joey Gatewood 

“We've had some ups and downs this year” 
Auburn coach Gus Malzahn sad, crediting his. 
seniors for keeping the Tigers together. “This was 
a big wan for us” 

Stidham, a junior who already has declared 
his intention to leave early for the NFL draft. got 
the Tigers off to a fast start, and they just poured 

it on from there. 
“We just tned to make those explosive plays 

that we ve needed all year,” Sbdham said 
Aubum scored TDs on its first exght posses. 

sions. It hed the Music City Bow! records for most 
points and TDs set by West Virginia in 2000 — 
with 5 36 left in the first half By halftime, Auburn 
ted 56-7 with the most points scored in any half 
in program history after holding the ball for only 
11 minutes. It was the most pots by one team in 
a half in any bowl 

“I mean it was a thing of beauty to watch from 
the sideline to watch the guys make plays.” Mal- 
zahn sand “When we make explosive plays and 

we play fast, we're a pretty good offense, and 
“today it all came together | really beheve that wil 

carry over 10 next season ” 

Purdue (6-7) dropped three of its last four 
games in its second season under coach Jeff 

Brohm 
“That one snowballed faster than most.” Brohm 

sand “Tve been part of games that were a bad 
outcome, but that one happened fast Credit to 
them, they made their breaks. Every kttle thing 
that went wrong seemed like it could. We got 
behind the exght-bail earty” 
Aubum started the game with the ball and 

needed only 63 seconds 10 set the lone, with 

Stdham finding Ja Tarvious Whitiow for a 66- 
TD pass Whitlow also added a pair of short 
runs as Auburn led 28-7 at the end of the first 
quarter 

The Tigers outganed Purdue 586-263 in 
total offense and had only one three-and-out 

late in the thd quarter Purdue was intercepted 
twice and turned it over on downs twice. Auburn 
punted once all game 
Darius Slayton set a bow! record with TD 

catches of 74 | 52 and 34 yards and finished with 

160 yards receiving. Javans Davis had a sack 
and an interception in the first quarter for Auburn. 

and Big Kat Bryant returned an interception 20 
yards for a 45-7 lead with 12 29 left in the first 
half 

THE TAKEAWAY 
Purdue: With defensive tackle Lorenzo Neal 

out after tearing an ACL in the regular-season 
finale against Indiana, the Boilermakers had lite 
answer for anything Aubum tried on offense 

Auburn: it sure looks as if Malzahn made the 
right decision when he took back the play-calling 
duties he handled his first three seasons at Au- 
bum Only five other teams have scored more in 
a bow! game. and the Tigers set a school record 
for total yards in 8 bowl. 

PLAYING THE BOWL 
Stdham bucked the new trend of not playing 

in bowl games, and he very likely helped hs draft 
stock with his performance. He was 13 of 18 for 
335 yards and four TDs at haifime and nearly 
had a TD run only to be nied just short. Sidham 
sand he had 10 play as a competitor. 

“In my two short years here, I've grown so 
close 10 these guys | could never imagine not 
finishing the season with them.” Stidham said 

Purdue: Brohm has a lot to replace with a se- 

and top running backs in D.J. Knox and Markell 
Jones. 

Auburn: The search for Stidham's replace- 
ment began with sophomore Malik Willis getting 
the first look once Maizahn finally pulled his 
starting quarterback with 1:33 left. Gatewood 
also played late 

Syracuse tops West Virginia in 
Camping World Bowl, 34-18 

ORLANDO, Fla. — Abdul Adams and Tnshton 
Jackson made thew Syracuse debuts memo- 

rable, combining to score three touchdowns and 

helping the 17th-ranked Orange secure their 
first 10-wan season since 2001 by topping No. 15 
West Virginia 34-18 in the Camping World Bowl 
on Friday 

Adams rushed for two first-half scores, and 
Jackson hauled in a TD pass from Enc Dungey 
on the first play of the fourth quarter for Syracuse 

(10-3), which survived a game that featured 
eght lead changes Adams and Jackson were 

both transfers who had 10 sit out a year, which 
by NCAA rule was satisfied at the end of the first 
semester. 
Dungey completed 21 of 30 passes for 303 

yards for the Orange. who trailed 18-17 going 
nto the final quarter 

Barely five minutes later. it was 34-18 
Syracuse. Dungey connected with Jackson. the 
Orange got an interception one play later and 
tumed that possession into a field goal by Andre 

Szmyt, and Jarveon Howard barreled in from 4 
yards out with 9 59 left to cap the SU flurry 

Syracuse got a fourth-and-goal stop on the 
next possession, and from there the orange-clad 

farthful who came south from Central New York 
could start to celebrate 

Jack Alison. making his first collegiate start 
because West Virginia star quarterback Will Ger 
elected to skip the bow! game and focus on pre- 

paning for the NFL, completed 17 of 35 passes 
for 277 yards for the Mountaineers (8-4) 

Kennedy McCoy had a 3-yard touchdown 
run for West Virgina on a direct snap, and Evan 
Staley made four field goals for the Mountan- 
eers Szmyt made a paw of fieid goals for Syra- 
cuse. ending his freshman season with 30 — one 
shy of the Football Bow! Subdivision record set in 
2003 by Georgia's Billy Bennett 

THE TAKEAWAY 
Syracuse: Dungey came info the game 

holding or sharing 18 Syracuse records. and got 
another one in his collegiate finale He passed 
Ryan Nassib (9,190) for most passing yards in 

Syracuse history. firushing his career with 9.340 
— the record-breaker coming on » 6-yard toss to 
Chns Elmore in the third quarter 
West Virginia: The Mountaineers fell in a 

bow! game for the third consecutive season. but 

probably have a good dea about thew starting 

Quarterback in 2019 Alison had nine comple- 
tons go for more than 15 yards. 

POLL IMPLICATIONS 
Syracuse will end the season in the AP Top 25 

for the first tme since 2001. when it finished No 
14 The last tme the Orange finished a season 
higher than that was 1992, when they were No 6 

TRICKERATION 
Season over — may as well empty the play- 

book Both sides tried first-half trickery. albeit in 
vain. Syracuse called for a throwback pass on 
a kickoff return and didn't even get 10 its own 
10-yard line (though wound up getting Adams 
first TD on that drive). West Virginia tried a double 
reverse and pass attempt 10 backup quarterback 
Trey Lowe Ill. who hauled in Trevon Wesco's 

throw but was out of bounds. 
RARE MISS 

Staley came in as one of 13 major college 
kickers 10 be 75-for-75 or better on extra-point 
tries over the last two seasons. He missed his 
first PAT attempt Friday, the ball bouncing off 
the right upnght Going back to his senior high 
school season, Staley — who was only 7 years 

old when he toid late coach Bill Stewart that he 
was going to West Virginia — had made 101 
consecutive PAT tries. 

UP NEXT 
Syracuse: Visit Liberty — and new coach 

Hugh Freeze — on Aug. 31, 2019 
West Virginia: Host James Madison on Aug 

UP NEXT 

STAKE 
From 1B 

Oklahoma is ranked 96th 
“We've prepared well,” 

said Oklahoma coach Lin- 
coln Riley, the 35-year-old 
offensive mastermind who 
will be coaching in his 15th 
bowl game already. “Con- 
fident in the way our team 
has approached this entire 
month. We've had a great 
week here so far. Can't wait 
for Saturday night” 

Here's some other things 
to know going into the 
Orange Bowl 

Record seskers 

Alabama and Clemson 
(which plays Notre Dame 
in the Cotton Bowl on 
Saturday) both enter the 
CFP with a chance to go 
15-0 — should either claim 
the national championship 
And that would be truly 
rare air. The NCAA defines 
the “modern era” as starting 
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in 1937, and no team has 
won more than 14 games in 
a season during that span 
The last team to go 15-0 
at the top level of college 
football was Penn, back in 
1897 

ers lead the all-time series 
3-1-1, and three of those 

matchups have been in 
bowl starting 
with the Orange Bowl on 
Jan. 1,1963,2 17-0 Ala- 
bama victory. Their most 
recent matchup was on Jan 
2, 2014 in the Sugar Bowl, 
when the Sooners prevailed 
45-31. Alabama is 66-5 
since. 

Saban milestone 

The NCAA record books 

might not necessarily agree, 
but Saturday will mark the 
300th game for Alabama's 
Nick Saban as a collegiate 
head coach. His teams 
went 236-62-1 in the first 
299 games, though five of 
those wins from the 2007 
season — his first with the 
Crimson Tide -- were later 
vacated by the NCAA 

Happy homecoming 

The best receiver on each 
team is a South Florida kid 
who just tobea 
first-team All-American 
Oklahoma's Marquise 
Brown — he goes by “Hol- 

" the nod to his 
Hollywood, Florida home- 
town — averages 101.4 
receiving yards per game 
Alabama's Jerry Jeudy.av- 
erages 84 8 yards per game, 
the Biletnikoff Award 
winner as the nation’s top 
receiver hails from nearby 
Deerfield Beach, Florida 
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Florida aims for statement win 

over Michigan in Peach Bowl 
By Charles Odum 

Associated Press 

ATLANTA — Dan Mullen knows 
he was hired to do more than just lead 
Florida to any bowl game 

Mullen’s mandate is to bring cham- 
pionships to the Gators. His first-year 
results show he’s on the right path 

There may be no better way for 
Florida to cap its dramatic 2018 
rebound under Mullen than to finally 
beat Michigan for the first time in Sat- 
urday’s Peach Bowl. Michigan is 4-0 
in the series, including a runaway win 
in the 2017 season-opening game 
Mullen has led Florida (9-3) to a 

dramatic tumaround from a 4-7 finish 
m 2017 

“I think you're at the University of 
Florida, you expect to be playing not 
just in bowl games, you expect to be 
playing in New Year's Six bowls and 
championship bowls,” Mullen said 
Friday 
Michigan (10-2) is a perfect measur- 

ing stick for Florida 
The Wolverines will play Florida for 

the third time in Jim Harbaugh's four 
seasons as coach. Michigan opened the 
2017 season with a 33-17 win over the 
Gators and beat them 41-7 in the 2016 
Citrus Bowl 

Overall, Michigan is 4-0 against the 
Gators. The more important record to 
Michigan fans is Harbaugh's 0-4 re- 
cord against rival Ohio State, including 
a crushing 62-39 loss on Nov. 24 

Michigan wanted to win the Big Ten 
title for the first time since 2004 and 
the national championship for the first 
time since 1997. The ugly loss to Ohio 
State dashed those hopes. 

“Right now, to be frank, we have a 
bad taste in our mouths.” said Michi- 
gan offensive coordinator Pep 
Hamilton 

By Ralph D. Russo 
Associated Press 

ARLINGTON -- Notre 
Dame has always cast a 
wide net to find football 

players 
The Fighting Irish recruit 

coast-to-coast, befitting of 
their independent status 
and necessary for a small 
Catholic school, with high 
academic standards, located 
in a state that does not pro- 
duce a lot of major-college 
talent 
The first Notre Dame 

team to reach the College 
Football Playoff has players 
who were signed to scholar- 
ships out of high school 
by the Irish from 24 states, 
plus Washington D.C. and 
Canada, the most far-flung 
roster of four semifinalists 
These days, though, Notre 
Dame's approach is not 
uncommon — especially 
among the top programs. 

No. | Alabama's roster 
includes recruits signed 
from 22 states, from Con- 
necticut to California, with 
pickups from Pennsylvania, “If 
dita Uath toa Hil bo B 
go along with Deep 
South talent. The Crimson 

“We have a system of 
evaluation that we use on 
players, it doesn't matter 
where they are,” Saban said. 

meet the criteria 

The Wolverines will play without 
four key starters, including top rusher 
Karan Higdon , who are skipping the 
game to focus on the NFL draft 

Florida has all its players and ample 
motivation to make a statement 

Florida fullback R.J. Raymond said 
beating Michigan would show the Ga- 
tors are on the move 

“That'd be huge for coach Mullen 
and huge for this program, especially 
if we can come out with a win against 
a team like Michigan,” Raymond said 
“They've got just a big of a brand 
as we do, so being able to beat them 
would be huge and would really send 
this program in the night direction. It 
would kind of show the Gators are 
back and we're not playing around 
anymore and we'll be back for good, 
especially under coach Mullen 

Here are some more things to know 
about the Florida-Michigan Peach 
Bowl matchup. 

Motivated Michigan 

Harbaugh has tried to sell his players 
on the goal of an 11th win for only the 
10th time in school history 
“We're ready to go and ready to 

compete,” Harbaugh said Fnday 
Wide receiver Donovan Peoples- 

Jones said players “have to play for 
ourselves and for Michigan. There's 
seniors that are going to be playing 
their last game, so for me it’s not going 
to be hard to be motivated 

“It’s on a big stage so I'm happy.” 

Mullen said he hopes to retumn to 
Atlanta in 2019, when the Peach Bowl 
will be the site of a College Football 
Playoff semifinal. Mercedes-Benz 
Stadium also 1s home to the Southeast 
em Conference championship game, 

College Football Playoff teams 
go national to stock rosters 

ing for at a posi- 

California recruits Tony 

FOOTBALL 

Flonda’s best path to the playoff 

Gome but not forgotien 

Harbaugh said he respected the four 
draft-eligible players who are skipping 
the game. He also seemed to indicate 
he didn’t agree with the decisions 
made by Higdon and right tackle Ju- 
wann Bushell-Beatty, who are seniors, 
and two juniors, defensive end Rashan 
Gary and linebacker Devin Bush 

“I mean, we respect it,” Harbaugh 
said. “It's someone's right, we respect 
that it’s their decision to make. We 
don’t push anybody in the back to go 
play football. I will say even further, 
I think I've grown in terms of even 
respecting people when I don't agree 
with what their decision 1s.” 
Higdon led the Wolverines with 

1.178 yards rushing and 10 touch- 
downs. Bush led the team with 80 
tackles. Gary had 44 tackles and 3 
172 sacks. Higdon started the first 11 
games 

History lesson 

This 1s Michigan's first Peach Bow! 
appearance. Florida is 0-2 in the game 
with losses to West Virginia in 1981 
and Miami in 2004 

Mon-denial denial 

Harbaugh replied to speculation 
about his possible interest in the NFL 
carlier this month when he said firmly 
he is staying at Michigan. Even so. 
he was asked again Friday if he or his 
representatives had been contacted by 
any NFL team 

This ime, Harbaugh was more 
evasive 

“I really don’t have any representa 
tives,” he said. “No agent or anything ™ 

Lg TOON 
Matt Rourke/AP 

Philadelphia Eagles quarterback Nick Foles looks for a receiver 
| as Houston Texans's J J Watt rushes Sunday during the first half 
n Philadelphia The Eagles would earn the NFC's final wild-card 

| berth if they win Sunday and the Vikings (8-6-1) lose at home 
against the Bears (11-4) Foles has performed well in high-pres. 

| sure situations the past two seasons while filling in for Carson 
| Wentz He's 5-0 in must-win games and earned Super Bowl MVP 
honors in a win over New England last February 

Strong sense of 
inner peace helps Nick 

Foles perform well 

By Rob Maaddi 
Associated Press 

PHILADELPHIA 

Nick Foles plays with a 
strong sense of inner peace 
because he doesn’t allow 
success or failure to define 

him 
Win or lose, he’s the 

same guy 
“My identity 1s rooted in 

Christ, not in my accom 
plishments.” Foles said a 
few days before he leads 
the Philadelphia Fagles (8 
7) against the Washington 
Redskins (7-8) in another 
big game 

The Eagles would earn 
the NFC’s final wild-card 

| berth if they win Sunday 

Alabama head coach Nick Saban coaches Alabama defensive back Josh Jobe during an NCAA 
football practice Wednesday in Miami Shores, Fla. Alabama plays Okishoma in the Orange Bowl 

recruits from all over have 
been seeking out the Tigers, 
similar to the way they do 
the Tide. 
“How do they do they do 

that? They either contact us 
or they come see us unof- ° 

and once he took a visit he 
was hooked on the Southern 

and the Vikings (8-6-1) 
lose at home against the 

| Bears (11-4) 
Foles has performed well 

| at quarterback in high 
pressure situations the past 
two seasons while filling 
in for Carson Wentz. He's 
5-0 in must-win games and 
camed Super Bow! MVP 
honors in a win over New 
England last February 
“Playing in the Super 

Bowl is really a big stage 
but | remember staying in 

ful, which it shouldn't be, 
but it was” 

he’s working on it daily. 
“1 still have to remind 
myself” Foles said. “There 
are times you get over- 

ex- 
cited thinking about all the 
things you want to accom- 1} 

skills and confidence 
He's extremely calm 

He's always exuding posi- 
tivity,” tight end Zach Enz 
said. “He's playing at an 
extremely high level. We 
love playing for him.” 

Foles doesn’t get 
flustered when things go 
wrong. He doesn’t call 
out guys on the sideline or 
argue with coaches 

“There will be mistakes 
I might throw a pick. | 
might fumble.” he said 
“But what are we gonna 
do? That's where we need 
to react and be confident 
and be positive” 

Staying consistent on 
and off the field 1s impor 
tant to Foles 

When | step in the 
huddle, I'm not going to 
change, when we're at a 
restaurant or out in public 
(I'm not going to change). 
he said. “I want to be who 
Iam. | want to be genuine, 
and | think that’s a power. 
ful thing ™ 

Foles 1s 22-7 as a starter 
for the Eagles over two 
stints since his rookie 
season in 2012. He has ex 
penienced plenty of highs 
and lows —— he was traded 
by the Eagles in 2015 and 
released by the Rams in 
2016 — during his seven 
seasons in the NFL and 
now faces an uncertain 
future 
The Eagles are com- 

mitted to Wentz as their 
franchise quarterback so 
they ‘re expected to decline 
an option to pay Foles 
$20 million in 2019, al- 
lowing him to become a 
free agent. Foles became 
emotional talking about the 
Fusibilicy he bas played 

is last game in Philadel- 
phia. 
“This city means a lot to 

me, this team means a lot 

i
 m
p
 

s
s
e
s
e
w
 

3
9
5
3
 p

gN
Nt
 
ug

 
a
 
$
9
8
 
0
 



PAGE 6B PORT. 

Most memorable games of 2018 
required working overtime 
By Paul Newberry 

Associated Press 

This was a year when many of the 
most memorable games required working 
overtime. 

There was Alabama's sudden victory in 
the college football championship, not to 
mention the U.S. women capturing Olym- 
pic gold in a thrilling hockey shootout 
Of course, we'll long remember that 

18-inning marathon at the World Series 
And don't forget Notre Dame shocking 
mighty UConn at the women's Final Four 
with a last-second shot in extra time 
A look back at the compelling contests 

of 2018 

Hawaiian punch 

Facing conference rival Georgia in the 
national championship game, Alabama 
trailed 13-0 at halftime and wasn’t doing 
much of anything offensively. In one 
of the gutsiest decisions of his brilliant 
coaching career, Nick Saban benched 
quarterback Jalen Hurts and brought in 
freshman Tua Tagovailoa. The Hawaii- 
born Tagovailoa threw for 166 yards and 
three touchdowns, including the winning 
41-yard pass to DeVonta Smith in over- 
time for a 26-23 victory. It was the fifth 
national title of Saban’s 11-year tenure in 
Tuscaloosa, and perhaps the most sat- 
isfying. “Just a great win,” Saban said 
“Unbelievable.” 

Golden girls 

The two powerhouses of women's hock- 
ey faced off in the gold medal game at the 
Pyeongchang Winter Games. It lived up to 
the hype in every way. The United States 
broke its 20-year gold medal drought and 
denied Canada its fifth straight title with 
a 3-2 shootout victory. Jocely: Lamou- 
reux-Davidson scored for the Americans 
in the sixth round of the shootout with 
a dazzling, triple-deke move, sliding 
the puck past the outstretched glove of 
Canadian goalie Shannon Szabados. U.S 
goalie Maddie Rooney stuffed the last two 
Canadian shooters to clinch the thrilling 
triumph. “Joys the only word that comes 
to mind,” said Gigi Marvin, a three-time 
Olympian and oldest member of the U.S 
team 

Up all night 

A fall classic, indeed. The longest game 
in World Senes history finally ended 
with Max Muncy 's leadoff homer in the 
bottom of the 18th inning, giving the Los 
Angeles Dodgers a 3-2 victory over the 
Boston Red Sox. The seven-hour, 20-min- 
ute marathon lasted until 12:30 am. on 
the U.S. West Coast — and 3:30 a.m. for 
those still awake back East. Game 3 had 
a bit of everything: 46 players, including 
18 pitchers, and 561 pitches. Never before 
had a World Series game gone more than 
14 innings. In the end, it was the Dodgers’ 
only highlight of the series. Boston won 
the title in five games 

Buzzer beater (x2) 

UConn was undefeated on the season, 
with just one loss in its previous 147 
games, when the Huskies faced Notre 
Dame in the Final Four semifinals. In 

overtime, with the score tied and one sec- 
ond left on the clock, Arike Ogunbowale 
hit a jumper from the corner that gave the 
Fighting Irish a stunning 91-89 victory 
Ogunbowale wasn't done, either. Two 
nights later, she swished a buzzer-beating 
3-pointer to lift the Irish to a 61-58 win 
over Mississippi State in the NCAA 
championship game. 

Minnesota miracle 

Case Keenum was down to his final ~ 
play in an NFL playoff game. His only 
option was to throw the ball up like he 
used to do his Texas backyard and hope 
for the best. Keenum heaved a pass along 
the sideline to Stefon Diggs, who some- 
how slithered away from the defense for a 
61-yard touchdown that gave the Minne- 
sota Vikings a 29-24 victory over the New 
Orleans Saints. “It never ends that way,” 
Diggs said. “Usually, it’s reality.” The 
remarkable play shall forever be known as 
the Minnesota Miracle 

Red Devils ralty 

Belgium, one of the world’s’ top-ranked 
teams, was expected to brush aside Japan 
in the Round of 16 at the World Cup in 
Russia. Then, early in the second half, the 
Asian squad scored two quick goals to 
grab the lead. The European powerhouse 
was down but not out. Jan Vertonghen 
started the comeback with a wild, looping 
header in the 69th minute. Five minutes 
later, substitute Marouane Fellaini headed 
in the tying goal. Finally, in waning 
seconds of stoppage time, Nacer Chadli 
capped a remarkable 3-2 victory with an 
end-to-end attack: The Red Devils became 
the first team to overcome a two-goal defi- 
cit in a World Cup knockout match since 
West Germany in 1970. 

Down goes Virginial Down 
goes 

A No. 16 seed had never beaten a No. | 
seed in the NCAA Tournament. Until the 

came along. The Retrieters, representing 
a school better known for chess, etched 
their name alongside memorable under- 
dogs such as Buster Douglas and the 1980 

Jin Taylor 
U.S. men’s hockey team with a dominat- 
ing 74-54 rout of Virginia. The Cavaliers 
entered the NCAA Tournament as the 
No. | overall seed after going 31-2 in the 
regular season. They never had a chance 
against UMBC. “These are the moments 
that you dream of.” said Jairus Lyles, who 
scored 28 points. “It's always exciting to 
make history.” 

Philly special 

For the first time since 1960, the 
Philadelphia Eagles could call themselves 
champion of the NFL. They did it with 
a thrilling Super Bow! victory over Tom 
Brady and the New England Patriots 
that rewrote the offensive record book 
Nick Foles guided the drive of a lifetime, 
capped off by Zach Ertz’s bobbling touch- 
down catch that had to survive replay 
review. Then, an exhausted defense came 
up with two stands in the final moments to 
preserve the 41-33 victory. “We've played 
this game since we were little kids,” said 
Foles, the game's MVP. “We dreamed 
about this moment.” 
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Sports mourns 1960s touchstones: 
Mikita, Tavion, McCovey 

By Fred Lief 
Associated Press 

They were touchstones 
of sports in the 1960s, and 
sports lost three of the best 
in 2018: Stan Mikita, the 
embodiment of powerful 
Chicago Blackhawks teams; 
Jim Taylor, the punishing 
Green Bay Packers fullback; 
and big-hitting Willie Mc- 
Covey of the San Francisco 
Giants 

Each arrived as the 1950s 
was going through its last 
paces and sports had yet to 
become a round-the-clock 
corporate behemoth 
They were inextricably 

tied to city and team, their 
legacies bumished through 
the decades. 

He gave hockey the 
curved stick blade and 
Chicago a hockey team that 
would become a perennial 
force 

Mikita, 78, combined 
| with Bobby Hull and goalie 
Glenn Hall to send the 
Blackhawks to the 1961 
Stanley Cup title. He was 
a nine-time All-Star who 
led the league in points four 
times. He was the first to 
play in the NHL from what 
was then Czechoslovakia 
and spent all of his 22 sea 
sons with Chicago 
The 5-foot-9 Hall of 

Famer was the only winner 
of the Hart (MVP), Ant Ross 

(scoring) and Lady Byng 
(sportsmanship) trophies in 
the same season. He was 
among the first to wear a 

University of Maryland-Baltimore County | helmet 
“He embodied the Chi- 

cago Blackhawks,” team 
president John McDonough 
said 

Taylor owned the role of 
the punishing, unrelenting 

| fullback, all blood and grit 
and guts. Vince Lombardi 

| came to the Packers a year 
| after Taylor, and the coach 
had his man to lead his 
ground forces 

Taylor , 83, was a Hall of 
| Famer who helped the Pack- 
ers to four championships, 
including the first Super 
Bowl in which he scored the 
first touchdown. In 1962, he 
was the MVP. 

Taylor was often com- 
pared to Jim Brown, but 
Lombardi saw a difference 

“Jim Brown will give you 
that leg (to tackle) and then 
take it away from you,” the 
coach said. “Jim Taylor will 
give it to you and then ram it 

aS 

Brett Coomer/Houston Chronicle 

Guests file out of their seats Dec. 7 at the conclusion of the public 
celebration of life for Houston Texans founder Robert C. McNair 
at NRG Stadium in Houston. McNair, who brought the NFL back 
to Houston after the Oilers left for Tennessee, died on Nov. 23 at 
the age of 81 

Willie Mccovey 

What if he pulled the ball 
a few feet more? What if it 
had been a bit higher? 

It was Game 7 of the 
1962 World Series. The Gi- 
ants trailed the Yankees 1-0 
m the ninth inning but had 
runners on second and third 
with two out. McCovey then 
scorched the ball, but nght 
at second baseman Bobby 
Richardson. That was as 
close as McCovey came to a 
championship 

“1 still think about it all 
the time.” he said 
McCovey , 80, hit 521 

home funs and batted .270 
over 22 seasons, all but 
three with the Giants. The 
6-foot-4 slugger known 
as “Stretch” was the NL's 
Rookie of the Year in 1959 
and MVP in 1969. He was 
slowed by bad knees but 
ghded into the Hall of Fame 

Sports this year lost others 
who blazed paths 
@ Anne Donovan, a 

6-foot-8 pioneer of women's 
basketball, was 56 was a 
winner wherever she went 
8 Broadcaster Keith Jack- 

son, he of the “Whoa, Nelly! 
call and amiable company 
for many years across all 
sports, was 89 
B Roger Bannister, 88, 

smashed four-minute mile, 
but the British track great 
sisted his real Sbigtamere 
was as a 

Baseball also tt good- 
bye to Tony Cloninger, the 
Braves pitcher who hit two 
grand slams in a game: 
Rusty Staub, the “Le Grand 
Orange” with more than 
2.700 hits; Red Schoendi- 
enst, the Cardinal patriarch 
who at 95 had been the 
oldest living Hall of Famer; 
Oscar Gamble, owner 
of 200 home runs and a 
resplendent afro; and Wayne 
Huizenga, whose Flonda 
business empire included 
the Marlins, NFL's Dolphins 

and NHL's Panthers. 
Basketball is now 

without c! guards 
Jo Jo White (Celtics) and 
Hal Greer (76ers); Frank 
Ramsey, sixth man for the 
mighty Celtics teams of the 
1960s; Willie Naulls, among 
the carly black stars; Jack 
McKinney, coach of the 
“Showtime” Lakers whose 
career was undercut by a 
bicycle accident; Paul Allen, 
owner of the Portland Trail 
Blazers and NFL's Seattle 
Seahawks; and Tex Winter, 
96, guru of the triangle of- 
fense. 

Football mourned Dwight 
Clark of the 49ers, who 
bestowed on the NFL a 
peerless image of “The 
Catch”; Billy Cannon, who 
won the 1959 LSU Heisman 
Trophy and later spent time 
in prison for counterfeiting; 
Tommy McDonald, the fleet 
recerver on the Eagles’ 1960 
title team; CHuck Knox, 
who coached the Los An- 
geles Rams to three straight 
NFC title games; Earle 
Bruce, an Ohio State patri- 
arch who succeeded Woody 
Hayes; and Bob McNair, 
the owner who retumed the 
NFL to Houston 
Gone from hockey are 

John Ziegler, the NHL 
president who presided over 
a 1992 players strike, and 
Bill Torrey, general man- 
ager of the 1980s New York 
Islander dynasty. In a bus 
crash on the Saskatchewan 
prairie, 16 from a junior 
team were left dead 

Boxing's deaths included 
Karl Mildenberger, the Ger. 
man who went 12 rounds 
with Muhammad Ali In 
auto racing, it was Dan Gur- 
ney, who won in NASCAR, 
Formula One and IndyCar 
In horse racing, it was 
jockeys Manny Ycaza and 
Ronnie Franklin. In golf it 
was two-time major winner 
Hubert Green and Bruce | 
Lietzke 

Nothing official, just some offbeat NFL awards for 2018 
Associated Press will 

hand out its individual NFL 
awards on the night before 

the Super Bowl in Atlanta. Until 
then, here are some off-the-beaten 
track honors to consider: 
Best game: Eagles 32, Tex- 

ans 30. Aside from the meaning 
for both teams — the defending 
champs desperately trying to find 
a way into the postseason, the 
visitors seeking an AFC South title 
and to hold onto a wild-card bye 

itwas a dramatic, 
well-played Week 16 contest with 
twists and turns galore 

And it ended on a last-second 
winning field goal by one of 
Philly ’s heroes from last season, 
Jake Elliott 
Runners-up: Chargers 29, 
Chiefs 28 in Week 15 — 100 many 
flying flags to make it a classic; 
Rams 54, Chiefs 51 in Week 11 
for anyone who likes video-game 
shootouts; Cowboys 13, Saints 
10 in Week 13, if your tastes tend 
toward defense. 
Worst game: Go all the way 

back to the season opener for 
Miami's 27-20 victory over Ten- 

Runners-up: , 
games, Wisvbe their } 7-3 does ty 

the worst; a Thursday 
night 6-0 win for Jacksonville over 
Indianapolis in Week 14 marked 
not so much by stingy defense as 
inept offense. 
Best game scene: When Drew 

Brees became the NFL's all-time 
leader in yards passing — with 
a 62- TD throw 10 rookie 
Tre’ Smith in Week 5 - 
officials stopped the game at the 
Superdome and the game ball 
was handed to Pro Football Hall 
of Fame officials on the sideline 

while the crowd offered a loud and 
loving ovation. Brees removed 
his helmet, held out his arm to 
salute the crowd and hugged his 
wife, Brittany, and children on the 
sideline 

“1 love you guys so much,” 
Brees said while hugging his three 
boys as Brittany held their daugh- 
ter nearby. “You can accomplish 
anything in life if you're willing 10 
work for it” * 

Best play of the year: No 
surprise here, except perhaps to the 
Patriots trying to defend Miami's 
final-seconds play in Week 14 
Ryan Tannchill threw a 14-yard 
pass to Kenny Stills, who lateraled 
to De Vante Parker, who quickly 
lateraled to Kenyan Drake along 
the sideline. He cut toward the 
middle and found a seam, helped 
by a block from guard Ted Larsen 
at the 30. Drake beat two Patriots 
to the comer of the end zone — 
defensive back J.C. Jackson and 
tight end Rob Gronkowski, who 
was on the field as part of New 
England's prevent defense. Touch- 
down, and a 34-33 victory. 

“I mean, , I'm sitting 
before you all and | still don"t 
believe it,” Drake said during inter- 
views after the improbable conchu- 
sion sent New England to its fifth 
loss in the past six visits to South 
Florida. “1 just saw it was Gronk 
in front of me and | was just like, 
“Look, I've got somewhere to be." 
So | had to get in the end zone.” 
Runners-up: Hard to find 

anything close to that. Try Derrick 
Henry's 99-yard TD run for Ten- 
nessee against Jacksonville, also in 
Week 14, 10 tie the NFL record set 

by Tony Dorsett in 1983. Or Donte 
Jackson's pick-2 in which he inter- 
cepted Brees’ 2-point conversion 
pass and sped 100 yards the other 
way to give Carolina the deuce 
in Week 15. Or Dwayne Harris’ 
99-yard punt return in Oakland's 
Week 16 win over Denver. 
Worst play of the year: The 

Lions let Seattle rookie punter 
Michael Dickson run for a first 
down when he actually was trying 
10 take an intentional safety in the 
Seahawks’ 28-14 victory in Week 
8. Dickson took the snap in his 
end zone and was supposed to give 
up the safety, but Detroit reacted 
s0 poorly that after drifting across 
the back of the end zone, Dick- 
son figured he had a chance for a 
first down and took off running, 

yards for a touchdown in Week 15, 

's (0 © 

make a play. i 
Best celebration: Just allowing 

more intricate and creative celebra- 
tions was a positive. And posi- 
tively the best of a strong group, 

Toreck Hill atchi 31D 

a et J pen 

the CBS TV camera 
The group trophy goes to the 

Vikings for their limbo dance, 
using Adam Thiclen as the bar, in 
a Week 12 victory against Green 

gutsiest calls usually wind up as 
the best —- or worst — coaching 
moves. What Anthony Lynn did 
at the end of the Chargers’ visit to 
Kansas City in a pivotal Week 15 
game stamped LA as a champion- 
ship-caliber squad. Trailing 28-27, 
he ordered a 2-point conversion 
try with 4 seconds remaining. In 
other words, do or die. And the 
play worked so stunningly well 
that Mike Williams was absolutely 
uncovered in the end zone 

Runners-up: Any team that 
eschews the prevent defense late in 
a game; Pete Carroll emphasizing 
old-time football, defense and the 
run game, to complement Russell 
Wilson's brilliant quarterbacking. 
Worst move: Some 

critics will say anything Jon 
Gruden tried m his return to the 
NFL with Oakland. We'll stick 
with i 
and then Amari Cooper, sending 
the Raiders spiraling down the 
Black Hole. 

We 
who played enough in 2017 to be 
able to their 
in 2018. So a Patrick 
doesn’t quite fit after one game 
last season. But Steelers RB James 
Conner, placed in such a dif- 
ficult situation holdout 
Le" Veon Bell, is the right choice. 

Seahawks RB Chris : 
49ers TE George Kittle; Giants K 
Aldrick Rosas; Lions WR Kenny 

Golladay: Colts RB Marlon Mack: 

Rams G Austin Blythe 
Most Improved Player 

(Defense): Kansas City DT Chns 

Jones has become a sacks ma- 
chine, force against the run, and 
one of the few Chicfs caring his 
keep all season on defense. He's 
not quite at the Aaron Donald 
level, but he's getting closer. 
Runners-up: Jets S Jamal Ad- 

ams; Seahawks DT Jarran Reed; 
Saints DT Sheldon Rankins; Rams 
LB Cory Littleton; Cowboys LB 
Jaylon Smith; Bills LB Matt Mi- 
lano; Falcons S Domantae Kazee. 

Best play-by-play announcer: 
Close your eyes and listen to 
a game being done by Kevin 
Harlan of CBS on television, 
Westwood One on radio. You get 
a description like none other on 
the airwaves, so much so that you 
needn't be watching to have a clear 
vision of the action. Explanatory, 
passionate and humorous, Harlan 
is simply the best. 
Runners-up: Mike Tirico 

sure he does limited games for 
NBC, but he’s elite and deserves 
more; lan Eagle (CBS); Kenny 
Albert (Fox); Kevin Kugler (West- 
wood One). 
Best analyst: We recognize that 

2002 NFL Most Valuable Player 
Rich Gannon partners with Harlan 
on Sunday afternoons, which no 
doubt raises his level of perfor- 
mance. Not that Gannon needs 
the help. No one gives a better 
breakdown of what's happening 
and why, who is deserving credit 
and who gets blame, and what 
game situations call for. Another 
MVP showing for the former 
quarterback. 
Runners-up: Troy Aikman has 

had a very strong season on Fox 

Yousano B ' 

(all CBS); Kurt Wamer (West- 
wood One). 
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Members of the UTPB Ballet Folldorico perform Nov. S during the investiture Ceremony for UTPB President Sandra Woodley. 

~ Photos by 

~ Tim Fischer J 

/ 
/ 

as members of 
2 at the community celebration at a Sergio Ramirez grabs Of is freustp check cate: shoe. The favorite RT rn ll 

View all of Tim's top photos online at mrt.com. 
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Photos by 

Midland High's Tyler Wade (2) collides with Lee shortstop Ty 
Coleman (3) and loses his heimet while sliding into second base 
April 14 at Ernie Johnson Field 

a “Cookies Cop" event March 
eR ’ 

Kimbre Lambert reacts as her steer “Big Dawg” is announced reserve champion during the Midland County Livestock Association an- 
nual show Jan. 12. 

Lee's Austin sides in against Amarfio Tescoss A black-crowned catfish 

View all of James’ top photos online at mrt.com. 
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TRUSTED] anno: -iac a Sy IE 
Big Sisters. 

ESSENTIAL ey 
Lifelong. Learning. 

Mentoring children 

for a better Midland 

basin 
pbs ¢) Sn ¥ Wo Gos oa ¥ Sor Vo Ta oF Th mio ony ire [mn ¥ (pod S| | 
EE png Voges [Flpping Vogue [Sc N [imtobiows |[Zomble House Fp. | Zomi 

432-687-0195 

MIDLAND + “in ; 

NEED TO Co—OG0 nT igh Wali 

READ 

CASA OF WEST TEXAS 

1611 W Texas Ave. 

Midland, TX 79701 

(432) 683-1114 

CE
E E EC
 

BC
 

info@midlandneedtoread.org 

432-682-9693 
1709 W. wall St. 

Midland, Texas 7970) 

HELPING 
PEOPLE 
HELP 

THEMSELVES 

1101 £ Garden Ln. Midland, TX 75701 

432-682-9701 [G15 owls 1¥ 0 TINCT TLL — 2701 North A Street 
Midland TX 

432.695.9901 

“Change the Path of a Pet's Like” 

4206 W. Loop 250 

- Midland, TX 79707 

(Inside PetSmart) |. 

: ra— CE fy Ter be oy Vo te res Ty Vr wo Bs ip Ve dbo | | | 432-520-3134 ext. 7 
305 E. Texas 8 | ] Lo ; g www. midlandhumane.org 

432-682-9606 wos 1 : -— A LIKE us on Facebook 

BUILD 

POWERFUI 

WOMEN 

* Professionally 
* Personally 
* Positively 

JOIN US! 

& SENIOR DINK 

Older Adults & 

Baby Boomers 

Volunteer here 
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DAILY CROSSWORD 
a Edited By Rich Norris and Joyce Nichols Lewis 

ACROSS 2 Two-bit boxer 37 Lacking heat” 48 Dispensed 
[3] [4] 1 Actor Omarwith  3Onewtha 38 Survivor-take: amounts 

THE SAMURA\ OF PUZZLES By The Mepham Group three NAACP rooting interest all mvestment 49 Winner of 82 
Complete the grid so Image Awards 4 Short sibling? scheme PGA Tour 
each row, column 5007's watch. in 5 Kitchen bulb 39 See 40-Down toumaments 
and 3-by-3 box the later films 6 Soft shoes 40 With 39-Down 52 Don't think so” 
(in bold borders) 7° which was unconventional Spanish 

COMING every digi t irksome tome” 41 Endofalnen 
1 to 9. For strategies 
on how to solve / the sand. maybe 5 

Sudoku, please visit . 42 Sang for an 
sudoku.org.uk Q per audience of one. 

Solution to 
Friday's puzzle worker 

10 Let of center? 
11 Greek-style 

yogurt brand 
20 hcames acharge 12 Amenca. in 
21 Stable attendant Acapulco 
22 Half an ouchye? 13 Autos advertised 
23 Despicable on “You Bet Your 
25 Genre with ad Lite” 

images 18 It's a dirty look 
27 Stores with a 19 Holders of staples 

© 2018 The Mepham Group. Distributed by blue-and-yellow 24 Confucian path 
Tribune Content Agency. All nights reserved. logo 26 Expected 

28 NYC subway ime 28 Site of an 
31 “The Dmine 11-Down yogurt 

Comedy” dvision plant. the world's 
32 Necklines? THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME largest FA'S'H' roe 

“Gray skies are 33 Draft choice Unscramble these Jumbles, A . 
one letter to each square, gonna clear up” 34 Pomter or point 

to form four ordinary words. 

TT 

THE BADLY-DECAYING 
METAL GATE AT THE OLD 
MANSION WAS MADE OF --- 

Now arrange the circled letters 
©2018 Tribune Content Agency, LLC to form the surprise answer, as 
All Rights Reserved suggested by the above cartoon. 

Print your 4d 
answer here: 

(Answers Monday) 

Jumbles: VIXEN DIMLY FERVOR GYRATE 
Answer. When they installed windmills on the farm, they Each Wuzzle is a word riddle which 

create: dis d word, phrasc. name 
created an — ENERGY FIELD ® piace. saymg ec For cxample, 

NOON GOOD = GOOD AFTERNOON 

3 WUZZ.LES BOOKLETS 

“The Best of Wuzzies™ ($4.00), “More of the 
WOOD Best of Wuzzles™ (34 50), and “Wuzzles for 

od ; 5 iS BY "(34.2 lable nd, fi 
CROSSWORDS WORD PUZZLES BY ou Warton Bot or Conar Raped Th 53406 

1. 2 

ACROSS 
CLUE ANSWER 

1. Overpowered, destroyed TERUDO 
5 East___ STACO 
6. Shap CUEAT 

DOWN MEAL 

Print Your Answers Here: 
CLUE 

1. Botte _ KCTORE EEEREEEEERN 2. Obivious AWRENUA UJ 
3 Conde, aioe UTTSNRE CITT] 
4. Make known VLAREE LIT TTTTTITT] 
How to ply - Complete the crosewond 

looking at the ches and ne] 

eee et 
\/ [7 YY N ps Created by Tom Vunderwond 

BONUS JX ANNI in 
The cided itters : Kitchen Wantusimt ; SIIMSUY 

be unscrambled a . 

we AANANANAIAIAN] trv igs tum [#2 3LI0[EI MO] | STM 
SIRT) MI) FOE SAIC SNE FPOH0 PITHY] TOY-Y9 WR0)G POLY) SENG 

{ 
) a 
® 

3 
7 

2 
Cc § 
® 
3 

3 
2 [3 [re 

8 
«© 

w 

§ Ss 3 
- 
2 3 
® 
$ 
° 
£& 
° 
oO 

Yesterday's 

Be sure to check out Sunday’s edition to read weekly 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
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DENNIS THE MENACE 

repair of $200.00 or more 

E
d
y
 

“ 
a
 

Mention this ad. and receive $300.00 
off a full roofing job or $50.00 off any 

MIDLAND REPORTER-TELEGRAM, SATURDAY, DECEMBER 29, 2018 

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE 

The wiseman built his house on a rock 

Then he hired Hartman to roof it!!! 
All Types of Roof and Roof repair ® Free Estimates 

Commercial ® Residential 

www.HartmanRoofing.com 
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432-522-1117 
QUALITY, INTEGRITY, EXPERIENCE 
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED!!! 

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORS 

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE 

CLASSIC PEANUTS 



MRT MEDIA GROUP, A NAME YOU TRUST. 

MRT Media Group has an extensive offering of digital promotional tools that produce 
measurable results for today's online marketing arena. MRT Media Group reaches over 
300,000 readers through mrt.com, and can target millions of consumers on thousands of 
web and soil media} es anyw cross the nation. Or we can help you reach your 

# ére ath he easily a a d effectively. Our goal is to be the premier 

of experts work with you to develop a 
for your business. 

MARKETING * 

TOULINDERS ori ging to sell your products 
SEES, and services if you 

Creating clear content that educates o | —— ® don't have traffic 
and inspires your customers 

. MARKETING 

It's time to take control of 

your Social Media 

DIGITAL MARKETING SERVICES 

MRT Media Group has an extensive offering of digital promotional 
tools that produce measurable results for today’s online marketing 
arena. We offer marketing solutions through digital channels such as 

search engines, websites, social media, email, and mobile apps. 

We don't sell advertising, we offer marketing solutions! 
MRT Digital Services will help you find your customers and 

engage with them to grow your business! 

Contact us today 432-683-5311 

HEARST corporation IX ve prone. rove sneasion 
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tT MOM Ice! 
nCiCerTe com 
arty Room - Decorations - Skating Packages 

by i€A Company For employment opportunities: www.icajobs.net 

Winter 

~ MALLWIDE SAVINGS 

at hame © Diels Ourlington (7) REGAL 
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TEXASIZZTZP»WORK.COM 

te 

H2s 
AUNIMTED X United Safety Ltd. Safety Spedalist 

United Safety has been a global leader in the safety 
industry for the past 28 years, providing safety solutions 

and risk assessment consulting in the Upstream 

(on-shore/offshore) and downstream sectors of the 
Oil and Gas industry. We are currently seeking highly 
motivated candidates looking to start or advance their 

career in the oilfield industry as an H2S Safety Specialist 

based out of our Midland, TX office. 

The H2S Safety Specialist is responsible for installing and 

maintaining the quality of United Safety's breathing air 

and gas detection systems on client production, drilling 

and service sites throughout the Southern United States. 

The incumbent will also provide safety supervision and 

training to on-site personnel while serving as a key client 

liaison. 

Must be available to work long hours (7-14) in the 

outdoor elements (heat, rain, sleet, snow, etc.) 

Must be able to work independently for extended 

periods 

Must be able to effectively identify, assess and 

correct problems related to equipment and its use 

on site 
Must demonstrate the ability to communicate 

effectively with co-workers and client personnel 
Strong interpersonal and team-based skills are also 
required 

This is a full time position with benefits. Qualified 

candidates must be 18 years of age with a HS diploma. 

a clean driving record, willingness to travel and ability 

to pass our fitness and background screening processes. 

Previous experience in the oil field is preferred. 

$17 - $25 DOE 

Qualified applicants must e-mail their resume and salary 

requirements “to usrecruiting@unitedsafety.net. 

218-241-1740 

Home & Office Cleaners 
Home & Office Cleaners wanted $800/weekly. Cleaning position 

avaliable, working days Mon. Fri. 11am-2pm. Minimum requirement. 
patricistracy164@gmait.com 

= 
NOW HIRING 100 DELIVERY DRIVERS 

Great attitude and desire 10 be part of the Domino's leam 8 must! 
Must be 18 years of age or older with & good driving record 
Valid Driver's License 
Your own vehicle with insurance 
Eam hourly wage phus. ips and mileage. Great drivers can sam 
$18-525 par hour with 3 great atiude and hustle 
Full me & Part-time positions avaiable with Sexible hours 

CASHIERS, PREP COOKS, LINE COOKS AND DISHWASHERS 

Groat first job for student over 18 years old 
Eom 8 $12 hourly wage with quick raise opportunities 
Full me & Part-Sme positions avaliable 

APPLY ONUINE at JOSS DOMINOS COM 
‘or amy of the 10 Midland § Odesss locations 

1307 N Loop 250 - Midland 
3300 W Sirois - Midland 
4519 N Garfield - Midland 

604 N Big Spring St - Midland 
503 1-20 - Midland 

3111 Faudres Rd - Odessa 
960 € 57% St - Odesss 
1108 E 42nd St - Odesss 
2291 Linda Ave - Odesss 

9001 W University Sivd - Odesss 

PAGE 1D 

Employment ads by: 

© 432.682.6999 

QO 4326826222 

S500 
SIGN ON BONUS 

Be In Business for Yourself 
With No Money Down 

The Midland Reporter Telegram’s Circulation Department is 
looking for independent contractors to deliver newspapers to 
home delivery subscribers in Midland city & county areas 

Applicants must be dependable, service oriented to provide 
excellent service to our readers. You must also be available 
early morning hour's 7-days o week [Our Distribution Centers 
open as early as 1:30 om with route delivery deadlines of 6 
am during the week and 7 om on Sunday]. Compensation is 
dependent on route size and the number of copies delivered 
with the approximate gross profit potential between $250 
$630 every 2 weeks for 2 %2 -3 hours per day. The successhul 
applicont must be able to work independently of direct 
supervision 

Appliconts must have a dependable vehicle, volid drivers 
license and proof of insurance. 

For more information and to be considered for a route please 
contact the Midlond Reporter Telegrom representative listed 
below. 

Adam Kahle 
432-238-4998 

Oscar 
43246879001 

Midland Reporter Telegram 

CIRCULATION CLERK 

The purpose of this position is to assist Circulation department 
in reaching goals for start pressure. volumes. retention. single 

copy. and customer service. The primary function of the 
Circulation Clerk is to handle administrative functions of the 

department including tracking snd snatysis 

Maintain reports for Circulation inchuding racking of start pressure. 
vohumes. service and collection statistics. and retention for all properties 

In West Texas primary fhe Plainview Herald and Midland Reporter 
Telegram. Report retum information 10 the department on 

5 Smety basis for Plainview Herald and the MRT 

Process customer and DSM writen and email comespondence. and 
respond 1 their phone inquiries Work with the call center 10 resohve 

Customer complaints 5 well 8s helping walk in Customer's In 
reference io their scoount 

Work with Customers and delivery staff 10 reschve delivery questions and 
‘service issues for our West Texas properSes. 

Special projects and sdmintsirative support tasks assigned by 
Cirouiation Managers as needed. 

Designated back-up for ofher Circutation & Finance support stall 
members as needed 

Able 10 react 10 change productively and handie other 
sasentinl asks ae semgred. 

I order to communicate with company personnel and customers 
Engheh is veal 

College degree or squiveient years of experience in office 
management or retested ares required. 

Customer Service Skills. computer skills. anshyical shiis. Must be gos! 
rmrted, srargetc and have good time management and 

‘organizational skills. Must be sbie 10 react to change productively 

This postion is Instrumental in analyzing deta. interacting with of 
department personnel and reschving customer problems. 

Sign-On Bonus 

Bend resumen to sheckier@hesrsing com 

Answer Your Callin 
Browse Dozens of Rewarding Career Opportunities for 

imal Lovers 

Wash & Lube Positions 
Wighty Wash NOW Hiring Fui/Pant Time Posiions 

Wash & Lube 3314 N Loop 250 

or email danvel@mighty-wash. com Or online Mighty-wash com 

SH 

& Cashiers 
Smoker's Outiet has SIGNING BONUS for MANAGER TRAINEE & 

CASHIERS Full-time & Part-time position must have own ransportation 
Apply in person Mon-Fri 8-5 at either store 

$000 E University, Ste 11, Odessa, Tx & 312 N Midland Dr, Midland, TX 

Texas 79703. Between 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
NO PER DIAM 

NO TELEPHONE CALLS ACCEPTED, MUST COME TO IN AND 
FILL OUT APPLICATION. BRING ID's with You. 

Technical Service & Field Sales 
JAW Services and Equipment Co. is seeking a Technical Service 

and Field Sales rep for our Raider Electric Feed Thru division (a BIW 
Distributor). 2+ yrs experience preferred but willing to rain. Benefits 
include health, dental & We ins. Vacation & Sick pay. Opportunites to 
‘eam commissions and quality bonuses. Participation in 401k after one. 

year Stop at 3510 E Mwy 158 in Midland’ onfine 

COL Drivers 
Catalyst Oifield Services is currently hiring for COL Drivers. 
Hazmat certification is required for all drivers. Please contact 

Roman Hernandez at (432) 894-1416. 

TEXASE"T®»WORK.COM 

432.682.6222 
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TEXASEPZTP»PWORK.COM 

FINDING THE RIGHT CANDIDATES 
IN TODAY'S COMPETITIVE JOB MARKET 

REQUIRES MORE THAN 

A SIGN IN THE WINDOW 

TEXASEETZ®»WORK is the one stop shop for 
ALLYOUR EMPLOYMENT NEEDS 

TOTAL TALENT REACH 
One Post Targets Qualified Talent Across the Web. TexasBackToWork is part of an 
exclusive local site network thatinvolves hundreds of Community websites across 
Texas and the country, with access to over 4 million job applicants and resumes to 
which your job placement is automatically matched to. 

» National Sites - glassdoor, ziprecruiter 
+ Industry Sites -Oil & Gas, Health and Wellness 
+. Local Sites - jobnetworktexas 
« ‘Match Alerts 

Reach over 4 million job seekers on 3,000 job boards 

@) » PERFORMANCE BOOST 
« Provides additional exposure and better visibility for your job across the network. 
+ Perfect for those hard to fill roles or when you need to hire quickly 

Qe A8@= SOCIAL BOOST 
+ ‘Easy and effective way to get your job in front of relevant passive candidates 

directly in their feeds on social media and get them to apply. 
+ Facebook, Twitter & Linkedin, . 

x 4 RESUME BOOST 
+ Real-Time job matching Technology automatically enti quaiied candidates 

from our vast national resume database and delivers them instantly to your 
a he 
best matches 

3 y 

RETHA MALY 

VALERIA FRANCO 
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© 4326826999 (@ 432.682.6222 

REPAIR SERVICES and Parts for Refrigerators, 
Freezers, Stoves, Washers & Dryers 

ree Service Call with Repair. Free Removal 
Full Warranty, Very Affordable Prices 

M&M Appliances 

1007 N Midkiff, Midland Call 432-570-8278 

Norman 
432-296-1424 

2897. 209-1131 

@ 432-894-0702 
CARPENTRY 

OE work, Clean windows. 
ALL YOUR slectncsl 
needs met Call GAS 

Electric. 32 Years 
oxpenence 432685 

0859 TECL # 22541 

700 SCENIC acres in SW Runnels County 
Upland elevations 10 Large Creek Botiom 
Large Ponda(Stocked) & Rural Water 
Meter on Property. Electric close to 

Property. Whitetall Deer. Qual, Turkey, Dove 
Provides Excelent Hunting. All Minerals §& 
Water Rights will Convey. $1800.00 Per 

Acre Contact. Rick 
TOYOTA Scion XB 
2010. 7K miles. good 
condition everything 
works. For more infor 
maton 432-934-1499 

Fax Your Ad 
682-6999 

Pubic Auction of lems Left by Tenant 
Tuesday. January 8. 2019 at 2 00pm 
4610 N Garfield St #A-1. Midland 
79708 10,436 ac Motiey Co, 100 ac aks. 

Big Whitetad. Big Mutedeer 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE of property to 
satisfy landlord's ben Sale is Friday Janu. 

20M =» 

84 +/- ac Voca TX. § miles from Brady 
Beautihsl property covered with osks. 

This property has & large tank, pad for 

2014 JAYCO 
GREYHAWK 

31FS 32° Motor Home on 
E450 Ford Chassis 6.8 Gas. | 

14300 miles-Fully Self 
Contained. 2 Slides (Living 
area and Bedroom) 2 TVs- 
Automatic leveling system- 
2 Large electric awnings, 
Roof A/C, Bath w/ shower. 

This is as nice of a 
motor home as you will find. 
Must see fo appreciate- 

Sleeps 8 

New $115,000 
Sale Price $54,500. 

Call Brian @ 806-201-0497 
or Bill @ 214-675-6474 

for more details. 

WILL TRIM. prune or 

i 
J i 

mrtclassifieds@mrt.com 
3 Wa 

ol I, 
2007 KEYSTONE 
6d0 Sh wheel 30 
tres wih 2% mies. 
new refrigerator. ev 

$13,500. Located in 
Midland. 817-694 

To advertise 

in Classified 
GOLDENDOODLE 
PUPPIES ready for 
now homes. Tusedo 
chocolate  & black, 
Happy & healthy Text 
or call 432-894-0331 Contact our 

Classified 

Department at 
432-682-6222 

email 

mrtclassifieds@mrt.com 

EN
 E
E
 

i
 

«5 
bil

] 
fs 
H
L
 

HI
 

il 

ax 

432-682-3793 

Midland Reporter-Telegram 
MIt#com 



Snap Up 
a Deal 

© inthe 

Classifie ds 
Digit al 

Call or 
go online 

to browse, 
buy or 
sell! 

Midland Reporter-Telegram 

CLASSIFIEDS 

sellittexas.com « 432-682-6222 
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Ri LINCOLN 

e 

NOW $21 995 NOW 523, 995 
2018 Ford 2015 Lincoln 2018 Dodge 2016 Chevrolet 

Expeedition MKZ Charger Traverse 
30,866 miles 17,172 Miles 21.342 Miles 24.407 miles 

Stk#1840092 Stk# 1850073 Stk#1840088 Stk#1840100 

Was-36,905 Was-47,005 Was-23,005 Was-7,095 
NOWS34,995 NOWS15,995 NOWs2{,995 NOWs{4,995 

2016 doth 2017 Ford 2016 ep 2016 Ford 
Wrangler Focus Cherokee Fusion 
33,157 miles 23,751 Miles 23,445 Miles 34,803 Miles 

Stk#1880177C Stk#1850074 Stk# 1850064 Stk# 18316798 

Was-49,095 Was-47,005. Was-28,905. Was 29,905 
NOWS{7,095 NOWS43,995 NOWS26,995 NOWS27,995 
2018 Chevrolet 2018 Chevrolet 2018 Ford 2015 Ford 

Malibu Suburban Edge F-150 
37.465 Miles 21,759 Miles 18,055 Miles 61,761 miles 
Stk# 1840096 Stk# 1840079 Stk#1840080 Stk#1832124A 

i) oli) oi v= 
 OWS26,0¢ 995 \ON$29.9¢ 995 Now 1539 98 995 NOW ¥519.9¢ 995 

2015 Lincoln 2016 Toyota 2017 Nissan 2017 Ford 
MKC 4Runner Armada Taurus 

24,835 Miles 39,956 Miles 41,001 Miles 29,420 Miles 

Stk#1840085 Stk#1831386C Stk#1880175A Stk# 1850068 

MIDLAND OWNED. MIDLAND PROUD. 

rogersford.com 
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MRT Homes "ll SELLING HOMES 
IN MIDLAND? 

Advertising in the MRT Homes Gallery is easy! Gallery Grae 
- wt . by 2pm each Wednesday to reserve space, 

1010 AVONDALE AVE. - SAN ANGELO, TX. $579,000 then email pt and for each listing 
-— 

. la rer by noon each Thursday. 
View The Homes Gallery on | =x =m pr Wh Ww, 

our website at mrt.com/ homes The Homes Gallery gets results! 

Is that produce 
p reaches over 

Ao Coftent Marketing : 

- = EMAIL ¥%%] 
a MARKETING 

Your website isn’t going 

to sell your products 

and services if you 
Creating clear content that educates don't have traffic 
and inspires your customers 

CT I 
© ONLINE '&# 
MARKETING - MARKER - oy 

Mi Ad 
Fr 

¥ Is your website & oF 
properly optimized 

and marketed? 

© 

It's time to take control of 

your Social Media 

DIGITAL MARKETING SERVICES 

MRT Media Group has an extensive offering of digital promotional 

tools that produce measurable results for today’s online marketing 

arena. We offer marketing solutions through digital channels such as 
search engines, websites, social media, email, and mobile apps. 

We don’t sell advertising, we offer marketing solutions! 
MRT Digital Services will help you find your customers and 

engage with them to grow your business! 

Contact us today 432-683-5311 

HEARST (orporation MmMitt.cm oy rrmcns.— E> rove PRECISION 
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BEST OF 2018 
Look back on the best images of 2018. Page 9 

CLOTH WORLD SIGN 

Odessa Arts has big plans 
for the new year. 
Page 10 

| PERMIAN GAS 
Rising production could turn 

| area into ‘Marcellus West' 

| Page 6 

Children enjoy winter break at the Sherwood Park skate park on Thursday. 191 News’ best photos of the year can be found on Page 9. 

GAS PRICES 

Average price of gas is 
cheaper in Chicago, 
Detroit than Odessa 

By Stewart Doreen 
sdoreen@hearstnp.com 

As the year comes to a close, Midland 
and Odessa continue to have the most ex 
pensive average prices of gas among larger 
metropolitan areas. 
Midland will end 2018 with the highest 

average price for a gallon of regular un 
leaded — $2.49, according to AAA Texas. 
Odessa is second at $2.48, and the next 
highest price among the 25 other areas 
is $2.02 in Victoria. The state average 
fell this week to $1.97 a gallon, and the 
cheapest gas could be found in Sherman 
Denison, where drivers are paying an 
average of $1.82. 
And drivers paying less than $1.90 for 

“I'm so excited to bring Sheila 
) and Sunny to Village South! 

~Pat I {enderson 

a gallon isn't the outlier in Texas. AAA 
Texas reports there are nine larger met 
ropolitan areas with an average price in 
the $1.82 to $1.89 range. That compares 
to the six metropolitan areas in the state 
at or above $2 (including Midland and 
Odessa). Of the nine areas with an aver 
age less than $1.90, six are along Interstate 
30 or north. Another is San Angelo. 

Drivers in Odessa will finish the year 
paying S1 cents a gallon more than the 
state average. They paid 25 cents more to 
start 2018. Drivers also pay 18 cents more 
than the national average. They started the 
year paying a price equal to the national 
average. 

Drivers in Odessa are also paying 

PRICES Page 4 

“I was rescued by Manor Park! My home and yard have become a burden 

Village South was the answer for me; | chose my lot, floorplan and finishes. 

And at Village South, | won't have to worry about yardwork or maintenance 

and | will feel safe and cared for. They even change lightbulbs!” 

OIL 

Pipeline plans suggest 
coming ‘tsunami’ of 

crude exports 
® Potential four-fold increase in 
export volumes will strain dock 
facilities 

By Mella McEwen 
mmcewen@hearstnp.com 

Permian Basin oil and natural gas 
producers are awaiting the arrival of more 
takeaway capacity as pipeline projects 
begin to come online late in 2019. 

If all of the 15 new pipeline projects 
announced this year come to completion, 
that's an estimated 7.7 million barrels 
of new crude headed to the Gulf Coast, 
according to Sandy Fielden, director, oil 
and products research at The 
majority of that would be light shale crude 

¥\ 
Village South at 
Manor Park 

destined for the export market. 
“The midstream plans imply a more 

than fourfold increase in export volumes 
from 1.7 million barrels a day today to 
a tsunami somewhere north of 8 mil- 
lion barrels a day in the years beyond 
2021,” Fielden writes in his recent report, 
“Pipeline Plans Suggest Tsunami of Crude E . 

Fielden told the Reporter-Telegram by 
email that the exports would head to India 
and China to start with, and also Europe. 
“Brent is still $9 over West Texas Interme- 
diate, making WTT a bargain,” he said. 
That surge in production seeking a 

home in the export market raises the 
threat of dock congestion, Fielden said. 

PIPELINE Page 6 
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TRANSPORTATION 

2018 serves as example of 
MOTRAN'’s commitment 

to transportation in region 
Midland-Odessa 
Transportation 

Alliance 

In 2017, MOTRAN cel- 

ebrated 1S years of service 
to Midland-Odessa and the 
Permian Basin, with over 
$1.5 billion in additional 
funding for the region dur- 
ing that time. Our volunteer 

board made a decision that 
we would double our efforts 
in 2018, and it has been a 
remarkable year. This year 
alone has seen nearly $100 
million in additional fund- 
ing applied toward projects 
in our area. 
We started the year off 

trying to address the lack 
of freight traffic attributed 
to the area in state funding 

formulas. The more truck 
miles you have, the more 
funding the area receives, so 
getting accurate truck traffic 
and daily truck miles means 
much needed improve 
ments and additional infra 
structure funding for our 

region. We began a survey 
with energy companies and 
trucking surveys to collect 
better data. We believe that 
ultimately this effort could 
improve funding for our 
region by as much as 40 
percent. 
We have continued our 

work with the Midland 
and Odessa Development 
Corps. to leverage local 
funds to complete proj 

ects like east Loop 250 in 
Midland and improvements 
to Loop 338 in Odessa to 
accommodate truck traffic. 
That effort has already led 
to a 75 percent increase in 

area funding over the cur 
rent 10 year (2017-2026) 
transportation plan, and in 
the coming year, we expect 
those efforts to grow. 
We also realize that 

THET19INEWS.COM | 

activity levels are increas 
ing exponentially and that 
traffic can drive the need for 
improvements. That's why 
we also undertook our own 
in-house traffic study for the 
region to identify and map 
increases in traffic, signifi- 

cant traffic levels, crashes, 
fatalities and commercial 
vehicle-related crashes 
and fatalities, as well as, 

causes and commonalities 
of those incidents. From 
that work, we have identi- 

fied efficiencies that can be 
implemented by companies, 
operational improvements 
to roads and highways to 
reduce waits and improve 
safety, and finally, corridors 
that have long term capacity 
needs for current and future 
growth. 

In addition to our past ef- 
forts to expand SH 349 and 
SH 158, work is currently 
underway on the expan- 
sion of US 38S south of 
Odessa to four-lane divided 
between Crane and Mc- 
Camey. We are also working 
on the expansion of SH 302 
between Odessa and US 
285, as well as, expanding 

our efforts to see a higher 
level of improvement on 
SH 349, south of Midland, 
as four lanes to Rankin. 

the Texas Department of 
Transportation to raise 

awareness of the issues we 
see throughout the Perm- 
ian Basin from Pecos to Big 
Spring on Interstate 20. 

Part of how we have 
made the case to state 

officials for the need of ad- 
dition infrastructure invest 
ment in the Permian Basin 
was by creating our own 
analysis of the economic 
impact of the Permian Basin 
on our state and nation. 
That case was provided to 

nearly 150 officials from 
throughout the region and 
is being used by many orga- 
nizations to make that same 
case in a number of areas. 
Our commitment through 

our Permian Basin Coali- 
tion has been to provide 
the data and information to 
help communities through- 
out our region better advo- 
cate for themselves and for 
the region. In 2019, we are 

expanding that partnership 
to other communities in 
eastern New Mexico. That 
data can be found on our 

com. 
We have used that venue 

to talk about the need to 
support pipelines, trans 
mission lines and other 
infrastructure necessary to 
support our economy and 
transport goods without 

Finally, we often hear 

from many in the Midland 
Odessa area and through 
out the region who want to 

let officials know about a 
pothole, or other roadway 

issues, but it can be frustrat 
ing if you don’t know if 
the roadway is by the city, 
county or TXDOT. We 
have recently added a page 
to our website (www.mo- 
tran.org) to allow individu- 

als to these issues 
and will direct their reports 
to the appropriate entities. 
We want the Permian Basin 
to be known for our op- 
portunities and not unfilled 
potholes. 
While we are not a tax- 

ing entity, we work with 
many of them. Our staff 
and board are comprised 
entirely of local residents, 
who call our area home and 
are committed to making 
the Permian Basin an even 
better place to live. 

| 
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| ROADS 

Permian Basin MPO'’s 

commitment to transportation 

results in needed funding 

Permian Basin Metropolitan 
Planning Organization 

The Permian Basin MPO is a public 
agency; it is the Midland Odessa region's 
transportation planning leader. The agency 
has existed since 1965. The MPO is a feder 
ally mandated agency that sets the priorities 
for planning and funding for transportation 
infrastru ;ture in a defined geographic area 
that includes the cities of Odessa and Mid- 
land, major portions of Ector and Midland 

Counties and a portion of Martin County. 
The MPO Has historically received its 

funding from federal and state sources 
and since 2017, other funding assistance 
has come from the Midland and Odessa 
Economic Development Corps. Major 
projects completed, or under construction 
in the region, include the ramp reconstruc- 
tion on I-20 at W. Loop 250 and at Farm- 
to-Market Road 1788; road widening of 
North Fairgrounds Road; an overpass to 
improve safety and mobility conditions at 
Loop 250/ Fairgrounds Road; a section of 
North Big Spring Street from Loop 250 
extending northward to the Martin County 
line to add medians, a center left-turn lane 
and im, drainage conditions; widening 
and adding a center left-turn lane on FM 
1788 (State Highway 349) from SH 191 to 
1 mile north of SH 158. 
Beginning in 2019 through 2022, the 

MPO has committed its funds for the fol- 
lowing priority projects:  - 
W $21.5 million, which includes $2 

million of Midland Development Corp. 
(MDC) funds for an interchange at County 

Road 1150/Elkins Road at Loop 250 (be- 
ginning 2019); 
® Complete reconstruction of Midkiff 

Road at I-20 for $28.16 million, which 
includes $2 million of MDC funds (begin 

2020); 

A new interchange at CR 1250 at 1-20 
for $19.84 million (2020); 
® A new interchange at CR 1140 at 

Loop 250 for $20.015 million(2020) which 
includes $3 million of MDC funds; 

MW [-20 improvements from the John Ben 
Sheppard interchange to West Loop 250 
in the amount of $104.9 million, includ- 
ing a new interchange at Faudree Road in 
western Midland County (2022); 
W A total of $627,038 of Federal and city 

of Midland funds for bicycle and pedestrian 
infrastructure improvements downtown 
(2019); 

BW Ramp reconfigurations for $26.26 mil- 
lion including $3 million of MDC funds to 

improve congestion and safety at Loop 250 
at SH 191 (2021) 

In addition to these important transpor- 
tation projects in the city of Midland and 
Midland County, several critically needed 
projects are also programmed in Odessa 
and Ector County. The MPO is taking a 

lead role with TxDOT and consultants 
to modernize the I-20 corridor along the 
entire 42-mile portion lying in the MPO 

boundary. This important project will be 
completed in phases and will likely include 
existing bridge reconstruction, frontage 
road conversion to one-way, U-turns, and 

new bridge locations. This work is in a plan- 
ning stage with initial construction occur- 
ring on a 12-mile portion as shown above. 

The MPO is responsible for leading 
planning efforts across multiple modes of 
transportation. The general manager of 
EZ Rider assists with the development of 
priority projects which have a direct impact 
on transit operations. In addition to this 
coordination effort, the MPO has also es- 

tablished a bicycle and ian advisory 
committee to help staff and the public to be 
informed of the needs of non-motorized us- 
ers of the transportation system. The MPO 
has funded a study to determine where 
potential intercity bicycle/pedestrian 
corridor alignments designed to connect 
the cities of Odessa and Midland may be 
constructed. The study will be completed 
by March 2019; funds are not identified for 

construction at this time. 
As the region grows and needs are identi- 

fied, the MPO will continue to work with 
its decision-making partners which include 
the city of Midland, the City of Odessa, 
Midland, Ector and Martin Counties, 
TxDOT and EZ Rider to prioritize funding 
for projects and improve the transporta- 
tion system and quality of life for residents 
and visitors. It is important to note that the 

commitment of additional funds from the 
development corporations indicates to the 
MPO's Policy Board and the Texas Trans 
portation Commission just how important 
projects are at the local level. Many of the 
MPO’s long range projects have been expe 
dited by the funding commitments coming 

from the development corporations. 

301 Geneva Ave / 
7318 West Pile Ranch Road/ 

conversions 

7320 West Pile Ranch Road/ 
conversions 

7333 West Pile Ranch Road/ 
conversions 

2317 Bainbridge! .. 

2120E. 10th St/ .... 

1012 Alameda/ 

4325 Clover Ave. / 

BUILDING PERMITS 

...... Mobile home location 
...Residential, additions, alt., 

Residential, additions, alt., 

Residential, additions, alt., 

Residential, additions, alt., conversions 
.....Residential, additions, alt., conversions 

Residential, additions, alt., conversions 

6930 Kate Reed)/ ... 
2900 San Saba/ 
40 Balmoral/. 
125 Blue Drive/... 
7324 Deer Creek Ranch Road... 
7336 Fossell Ranch Road/.............. 
7332 Fossell Ranch Road/.. 
7337 Fossell Ranch Road)... 
7317 Fossell Ranch Road/.. 
7314 West Pile Ranch Road/ 
7315 West Pile Ranch Road ........ 
7316 West Pile Ranch Road ....... 
7317 West Pile Ranch Road ........ 

7324 West Pile Ranch Road ........ 
7331 West Pile Ranch Road ........ 

.Residential, new single family 
Residential, new 
.Residential, new single family 
.Residential, new single family 

single family 

Residential, new single family 

Residential, new single family 
Residential, new single family 
Redon ak tov 
Residential, new single family 
Residential, new single family 

7344 West Pile Ranch Road! ... 
7328West Pile Ranch Road/ 
7348 West Pile Ranch Road/ 
7327 West Pile Ranch Road/ 
7340 West Pile Ranch Road/ 
7321 West Pile Ranch Road ........ 
7322 West Pile Ranch Road ..... 

7325 West Pile Ranch Road/ 

7329 West Pile Ranch Road/ 
7330 West Pile Ranch Road/ 
7332 West Pile Ranch Road/ ........ 

..Residential, new single family 
Residential, new single family 
.Residential, new single family 
Residential, new single family 
Residential, new single family 
Residential, new single family 

..Residential, new single family 
Residential, new single family 
Residential, new single family 
Residential, new single family 
Residential, new single family 

7336 West Pile Ranch Road! ........ Residential, new single family 
7338 West Pile Ranch Road) ....... Residential, new single family 
7342 West Pile Ranch Road) ........ Residential, new single family 
7346 West Pile Ranch Road) ........ Residential, new single family 
7326 West Pile Ranch Road) ....... Residential, new single family 
2206 San Fernando Drive! ..............cowmmse. SWimming Pool 
8250 E. Highway 191/. 

recreational 
1001 Electric St........oonrrerecrrcir... NON-residential, restaurant 
3173 E. University Blvd. .........Non-residential, store, customer 

service 

201 S. JBS Parkway .......... AER ILI, Swimming pool 
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WEATHER THIS WEEK 
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MOSTLY SUNNY 
High: 41 
Low: 23 

MOSTLY CLOUDY 
High: 37 

MOSTLY CLOUDY 

Low: 29 

Chance of rain/snow: 
20 percent 

Landgrafhelps 
display Christmas 
ornament that 
honors Odessa 

AUSTIN This Christ 

mas Eve, an ornament that 
highlights the Permian 
Basin and honors the life 
of a humble yet remark. 
able West Texan hangs on 
the Christmas tree in the 
State Capitol. Ben Powell of 
Odessa designed and cre 
ated the ornament. While 
depictions of a pump jack, 
swaying mesquite bushes, 
and drill sites adorn the 
ornament, at the heart of it 
is a tribute to Sally Powell, 
Ben's late mother. 
“lam proud of the per 

sonal touch on this year's 

ornament as it showcases 
our vibrant economy, but 
moreover, pays tribute to 
Sally Powell, a West Texan 
who made our area a more 
beautiful and gentler place,” 
State Representative Brooks 
Landgraf said. 

Mrs. Powell dedicated 
her life to art education, 
teaching the importance of 
looking for the beauty in all 
things and self-expression 
through art, while being a 
fierce advocate for the for 
gotten and less fortunate. 

“A white cat sits at the 
base of the pump jack as 
a nod to the comfortable 
presence mom brought 
to an area where comfort 
is not a luxury everyone 
can afford, and one she 
never charged for.” Ben 
Powell explained. “This 
ornament is a testament to 

folks like my mom, whose 
initials grace the head of the 
pumpjack, and the count 
less others who invisibly 
grace our landscape with 
their constant pursuit of 
good will for all, their fight 
for the underdog, and their 
commitment to beauty 
wherever it can be found or 
made.” 

Sally Powell taught fine 
art for many years at Perm 
ian High School and Bowie 
Middle School. She passed 
away in April after a valiant 
fight against cancer. Her leg 
acy lives on in the countless 
lives she brightened with 

the love of art and her care 
for the disadvantaged 

The ornament in her 
memory will hang proudly 
on the 30-foot native Texas 
tree in the Texas House 
Chamber through the end 
of December. 

From the offfice of State 

Odessan ornament 
Top: Brooks Landgraf and Ben Powell place an ornament on the Christmas tree at the State Capitol. Bottom: A close up of the ornament 

Representative Brooks 

Landgraf 

New Year Eve 

events in Odessa 

8 The Knights of Co 
lumbus — Council 8773 
will be hosting a New Year's 
Eve Dance at St. Elizabeth 
Ann Seton Family Center, 
7601 N. Grandview Ave., 
starting at 8 p.m. Monday 
The event is bring your own 

. To reserve tables, 
call 269-9100. Tamales and 
menudo will be served after 

8 Club 305, 620 Grand- 
view Ave., will have a New 
Year's 2019 Celebration 
starting at $ p.m. Monday 

WHAT'S HAPPENING 

until 2 a.m. Tuesday. Call 
258-7351 to reserve a table 
and bottle of champagne. 
8 Neon Moon Karaoke 

Bar, 2880 Kermit Highway, 
will be hosting a New Year's 
Eve Masquerade Ball from 
9 p.m. Monday to 2 a.m. 

are $10 a person or $15 for 
a couple. Cover charge at 
the door will be $15 per 
person. 
8 The Gabby-Doo Sa- 

loon, 6009 N. Golder Ave., 
is hosting a 2018 Blow-Out! 
NYE Celebration from 
9 p.m. Monday to 2 a.m. 
Tuesday. The Ne'erdowells 
will be performing. 
8 Cinergy will be having 

two New Year's Eve parties. 
The first one is 4 p.m. until 
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$20, plus tax; tickets for 
kids 12 and under are $15, 
plus tax; and children 2 and 

is 8 pm. until 12:30 am; 
children under 6 are not al- 
lowed. Tickets are $25, plus 
tax. There will be a buffet 
from 8:15 t0 9:30 pm. The 
tickets include unlimited 
bowling, attractions, buff- 
est, soft drinks and time 
card for 
8 Proof 7270 

E Highway 191 Suite 101, 
is hosting a white out 
bash with $2 shot 
starting after 10 p.m. A $10 
cover charge will start at 9 
pm. 
8 The MCM 

Hotel, 5200 E. 
Bivd., will be hosting a New 
Year's Eve Buffet at The 
Shrimp Boat $ p.m. until 
10 p.m. Cost is $24.99 for 
adults, $19.99 for seniors, 
$9.99 for children 16 and 
up and free for children 15 
and under. Oasis Bar and 
Grill is hosting a New Year's 
Eve party from § pam. to 2 
am. There will be music 
and a complimentary cham- 
pagne toast at midnight. 
Spin the wheel for shot spe- 
clals all night. Cover 
at the door is $10. 

Reservations: 

275-0463 
Red Oak Kitchen covers 

brunch (Saturday & Sunday 
from 10 a.m. to 3 pm.), 
lunch and dinner. Red Oak 
Kitchen serves up a casual 
American menu perfect for 
anyone wanting comfort 
food or to branch out. 

Teak & Charlie's 
Jersey Girl Pizza 

4007 John Ben Shepperd 
Plowy 
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Odessa Chamber continues to work 

hard for a thriving community 

By Reneé Earls 
President/CEO Odessa 
Chamber of Commerce 

Odessa is “Booming With Pride”! 
It’s been a year of significant chal- 
lenges and opportunities, as we've 
experienced tremendous growth from 
a robust economy. Through it all, the 

Odessa Chamber of Commerce has 

proudly stood behind our mission: To 
further develop and market the city of 
Odessa, Ector County, and the Perm 
ian Basin. We've made great strides to 

position Odessa as a more attractive 
location for capital investment, thus 
growth has followed. The Chamber 
has convened integral groups to ad 
dress key community issues, including 
housing, education and transporta 
tion, among others. 

With this major growth spurt, our 

community faces some struggles. The 
high price and lack of housing have 
certainly impeded our community's 
ability to attract more workforce, mak- 
ing this our number one community 
priority. We are currently working on 
a housing study, which will provide 

short and long-term solutions for ad 

ditional reasonably-priced workforce 
housing for teachers, public servants 
and service industry employees, as 

well as those in other professions. 
Education is a priority in Odessa, 

as the Chamber is working with Ector 
County ISD to get more businesses di- 
rectly involved in the classroom. It is 
imperative that our community works 
together and shows support of our 
students, encouraging them to obtain 
a certification or degree beyond a high 
school diploma. These students are 
our future workforce that will carry 

RIBBON 

ribbon 

merce on Nov. 29 

Bottom: Permian Basin Dress 
for Success had its grand 

our community into the next genera 
tion and beyond. 
With more vehicles on the road 

than ever before, the Odessa Cham 
ber of Commerce is proud to work 
with MOTRAN officials in studying 
the safety of our local roads. Our 
Transportation Committee regularly 
convenes local leaders to prioritize 
road development, improvement and 
expansion, allowing infrastructure to 
be in place for future growth. 
With a major upswing in our 

economy, it's an exceptional time 

for new businesses. The Chamber's 
Economic Development Department 
welcomed several new businesses to 
the area, as well as some local expan 

sions. Glazer’s recently moved their 
distribution warehouse to Odessa, 
employing more than 100 people in a 
modern, high-tech facility. 
Our city continues to see an in- 

crease of new hotels and attractions, 
and our Convention and Visitor's 
Bureau staff works hard to spread the 
news about our community and the 
unique opportunities we can offer 
visitors. Our downtown landscape will 
soon be changing, as the new Down 
town Marriott Hotel and Conference 
Center opens in Summer 2019, al- 
lowing Odessa to offer more meeting 
space and hotel rooms. 
Our Chamber represents almost 

800 businesses and or ons, 
which includes more than 27,500 
employees. As part of providing added 
value to our members, we now offer 
an e-blast advertising program for 
the membership, opening up a new 
marketing avenue to promote business 
and services. We also created a new, 
user-friendly website to allow users to 
easily find content related to 

The purpose of this position is to sestet Circulation department 
In reaching goste tor SIAN PresEUTe. Tohumet. rvteriior. single 
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eprint inchiding inseking sd sostytie 

Marra rapons tor Circulation nchating acing of stan pressure 

membership, programs and events 

The Odessa Chamber spearheaded the 
launch of the “Our Odessa” mobile 
app, to serve as a mobile guide for 
visitors and residents. For the benefit 

of our members, the Chamber also 

hosted numerous networking events, 
seminars and recognition luncheons, 

all focused on business relations and 
positive corporate citizenry. 

Our Leadership Odessa class 
graduated 47 professionals from the 
nine-month program focusing on vari 
ous community aspects. Additionally, 
the Chamber worked with high school 
juniors through our Junior Leader- 
ship program, in which 41 students 
completed the six-week program. 
Looking to 2019, The Odessa 

Chamber of Commerce is proud to 
partner with the Midland Chamber 
of Commerce as we travel to our State 

Capitol in February for Midland 
Odessa Legislative Days in Austin 
The Chamber is rounding up elected 
officials and community leaders to 
make the trip in support of Odessa’s 
legislative priorities and discuss mat 
ters that impact our members and 
overall community. Odessa and the 
Permian Basin is the hotbed of energy 
activity, and it's paramount that our 
state officials realize and understand 
just what a major impact our area has 
not only on Texas and our Country, 
but on the World. 

There is no better time to be in 
Odessa and the Permian Basin. Sur 

rounded by opportunities abound, the 
Odessa Chamber and our hundreds 
of committed volunteers continue to 
work hard to ensure a strong, thriving 
community for generations to come 
Come be part of this exciting journey. 

UTTINGS 

| 
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LIVING 

Odessa, Midland 
finish 1, 2 for 

nation’s top rent 
increases 

From staff reports 

No two cities in America 

reported larger percentage 
increases in apartment rents 
than Odessa and Midland. 

RentCafe stated in its 
end-of-the-year reported 
that Odessa just topped 
Midland for the No. 1 spot. 
The website reported year 
over-year increases of 21.8 
percent in Odessa and 21.4 
percent in Midland. The 
next closest community 
in the nation was Reno, 
Nevada at 10.2 percent. 

RentCafe’s report also 
indicated that in Texas, 
Midland and Odessa ranked 
first and second in terms of 
dollar amounts. The rent 
for an average ent 
in Midland was $1,561. In 
Odessa, the average was 

$1,363. Other Texas cities 
with high rents were Austin, 
$1,361; Frisco, $1,343; and 
Plano; $1,279. 

RentCafe also reports: 
8 the national average 

rent increased 3.1 percent 
to $1,419; 

BW among the cities with 
the lowest rents in 2018 
were the Texas cities of 
Brownsville, $685; Killeen, 
$713; and Amarillo ($735); 
8 four communities 

PRICES 
From Page 1 

around 35 percent more for 
gas than drivers in Sher 
man-Denison. 
Across the region, AAA 

Texas reported the follow- 
ing average prices: $1.85 
in Lubbock and Amarillo, 
$1.87 in San Angelo, $1.95 
in El Paso and $1.96 in 

Distributors have told 

in Texas showed negative 

growth when it came to 

percentage changes in rent 
in 2018 — College Station, 

minus 1.1 percent; Waco, 
minus 0.6 percent; Browns 
ville, minus 0.6 percent; 
and Pearland, minus 0.2 
percent; 

0 the highest rent in 
the nation can be found 
in Manhattan, New York: 
$4,200. 

price of $2.487 a gallon in 
Midland-Odessa. Others 
sites operated by Gas Buddy 
showed the aver- 
ages on Friday: $1.976 in 
Cleveland, Ohio; $2.085 in 
Detroit, Michigan; $2.138 
in Santa Fe, New Mexico; 
$2.167 in Baltimore; $2.176 

in Nashville; $2.326 in Chi- 
cago and $2.429 in Boise, 
Idaho. 
Gas Buddy also shows 
prices of $3401 in Los 
Angeles; $3.350 in Seattle; 
$2.927 in Las Vegas and 
$2.561 in Philadelphia. 
AAA Texas reports prices 

across the country are ex- 
pected to remain lower. 

“All eyes will be on 
whether the OPEC cuts 
will impact prices in 2019, 
said Joshua Zuber, AAA 
Texas/AAA New Mexico 
spokesman. “Many are 
waiting to see if they stick 
to their promise to cut 
crude production by 1.2 
million barrels per day and 
if the proposed cuts will be 
enough to restore balance 
to the market.” 
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North Korea, 
Kavanaugh, all 

those Trump tweets 
and more in 2018 

By Calvin Woodward 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The 

leaders who then found “love” 
not wat. It seems President 
Donald Trump and North 
Korea's Kim Jong Un were just 

sion sitcom from the 1960s, to 
mark his signing of a arm bill 

this year was touched by the 
weird, the traumatic and the 
fantastical — also known as 
WTF. 
There was no holding back 

the self-described * very stable 

for jobs. It was a check-your- 

constants on this swiftly tilting 
planet: 42 percent approval 

latest and 38 percent-S7 per- 

proceeded 
Korea's Kim set that tone right 
on Jan. | with his New Year 
cheer to Americans across 
the ocean: “It's not a mere 
threat but a reality that | have a 
nuclear button on the desk in 
my office. All of the mainland 
United States is within the 
range of our nuclear strike” 
Trump responded the next 

day with a tweet about size 
and performance. “1 too have 
a Nuclear Button, but itis a 
much bigger & more powerful 
one than his, and my Button 
works!” 
Once they got that out of 

rock and | couldn't get rid of 
him fast enough. He was lazy 
as hell” (The president usually 
reserves “dumb as a rock” for 

) 

or told the AP: “1 have a natu- 
ral instinct for science?” 

Amid 2018's tragedies were 

moments of compassion and duty 

adise and Pittsburgh became 

2018, a year when the nation 

seemed to careen from one 
deadly horror to another. Yet 

It was the week before 
Thanksgiving when Craig 
Covey got the call for what 
would be his most difficult 
mission as a search-and 
rescue team leader: picking 
through the ashes of Paradise 
for human remains. 

It was a morbid but critical 
task” 

A wildfire that swept 
through on Nov. 8 all but 
obliterated Paradise, once 
home to 27,000 people. 

To find and identify the 86 
dead, authorities had to call 
on searchers like Covey to 
gather up what amounted 
in some cases to little more 
than teeth, bone fragments 
or artificial hips. Then they 

AP names “The 
Marvelous 
Mrs. Maisel” 
itstop TV 

show of 2018 

By Alicia Rancilio 
ociated Press 

“It’s nice not to be asked 
any questions, to not have to 
relive the event,” Fernandez 

said. “Everyone grieves dif- 

want to talk could pet a dog” 
Ten months after the 
tragedy, a dozen dogs still 
show up at the school every 

on the front lines of 
some of the year's heartbreak- 
ing stories offer up accounts 

‘I CHOSE TO ACT" 

Rabbi Jeffrey Myers said 
no class in any seminary 
could have prepared anyone 
for the role he was thrust into. 

Myers was leading Shab 
bat services when gunfire 
erupted inside his Pittsburgh 
synagogue on Oct. 27. After 
helping others to safety, 
Myers turned back and raced 
up the stairs to a choir loft, 
where he called 911. Seven 
members of his Tree of Life 

and four others 

chose to act upon it.” 
His response inspired Tree 

of Life congregants, indud- 
ing retired psychiatrist joe 
Charny, 90. 
“There's no question that 

he’s been super, and it’s hard 
to that anybody 
could done a better job,” 
Charny said. “He has the 
right touch. He has main- 
tained through all this a sense 
of humo. | don’t know how 
he's done that” 
Myers has vowed to no 

longer use the word “hate” 
“To me, that's the mission 

that has come out of this, 
that for 11 beautiful 
to have not died in vain,” the 

day, mostly to sit by the side 

of those teens who need a 
ing presence. 
AP writer Tamara Lush 
in St. Petersburg, Florida 

‘IT'S IN MY 
NEIG 

said she did it because “it’s in 
my neighborhood. 

At its peak, the encamp- 
ment had 300 people, but 

they began moving into a 
shelter across temporary 

the highway as winter ap- 

Maggie Thunder Hawk, 
$6, an Oglala Lakota from 
Wanblee, South Dakota, 
picked up two blankets that 
Tester delivered. 

“If it wasn't for her, we'd 

be cold, because she brings 
us warm > 
Hawk said. 

“Tove her” 

Final goodbye: Roll call of some who died in 2018 
By Bernard McGhee 

Associated Press 

In a year filled with heightened political vit- 
riol, two deaths brought the nation together to 
remember men who represented a seemingly 
bygone era of US. politics. 
George HW. Bush was a president, vice 

president, congressman, CIA director and 
Navy pilot during World War II, where he 
flew 58 missions and was shot down over the 
Pacific. As a politician, he had his fair share 
of critics and was voted out of office after 
one term as president. But the Republican 
reinvented himself in the years after his time in 
the White House, becoming a fundraiser for 
disaster relief and forming an unlikely friend 
ship with the man who ousted him from office, 
former President Bill Clinton. 
John McCain was a political giant in his own 

right. He served as a senator for more than 30 
years, ran for president twice and spent five 
years as a prisoner of war after being shot down 
during the Vietnam War. In captivity, Mc- 
Cain endured torture and even turned down a 
chance to be released early, denying the North 
Vietnamese military 2 propaganda victory. 
Bush died in in November at age 94, just 

months after the death of his wife, former fst 
lady Barbara Bush, who died in McCain 
died in August ot the age of 81 after a battle 

with brain cancer. 
‘Their deaths prompted an outpouring of 

public mourning from across the political spec- 
trum that was at odds with a recent political 
climate that has been defined by intense parti- 
sanship, coarse insults and divisive thetoric. 
The year also saw the death of one of the 

world’s best-known singers, Aretha Franklin. 
‘The Queen of Soul's death in prompted 
a grand send-off during a week of mourning in 
her hometown of Detroit, including a funeral 
that featured a who's who list of entertainers, 
former presidents and prominent preachers. 
Others from the world of entertainment 

who died in 2018 included the two men who 
created one of the most popular and endur- 
ing superheroes of the modern day. Marvel 
‘Comics icon Stan Lee, who died in November, 
and artist Steve Ditho, who died in June, gave 

And one of the world's most influential 
scientists died in 2018. Though his body was 
paralyzed by disease, theoretical physicist 
re ep 

holes to a generation of 

escape 
was in 2015 and caught the 
world's attention because of 
the revelation that the two es- 
capees were helped by a female 
prison employee. The series, 
directed by Ben Stiller, is just as 
interesting, Patricia Arquette, 
Benicio Del Toro, Paul Dano 
and Eric Lange dissolve into 
their characters. 

8. “The Clinton Affair,” 
on AXE. This six-part docu 

series is an extremely 
into 
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Landgraf among West Texas | 

lawmakers to offer support for 
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oil export platform 
By Rye Druzin 

San Antonio Express-News 

West Texas lawmakers are cheering 
on controversial plans for a floating oil 
terminal that would be anchored less 
than 15 miles off Padre Island. 

That's home to the Padre Island 
National Seashore. 

The planned Texas Gulf Terminals 
by Swiss commodity trader Trafig 
ura would allow U.S. crude oil to be 
loaded onto huge tankers — known 
simply as Very Large Crude Carriers, 
or VLCCs — for international export 
Only one port in the United States — 
the Louisiana Offshore Oil Port, or 
LOOP, which also acts as an import 
terminal — can fully load a VLCC 

The Port of Corpus Christi, Coastal 
Bend business organizations and local 
governments have weighed in against 

the project, raising the possibility 
of the offshore facility leaking oil 

and polluting Texas’ shoreline. Port 
officials are looking to build their 
own large-tanker terminal onshore at 

Harbor Island 
Multiple companies are racing to 

build the first large-tanker oil export 
terminal along the Texas Gulf Coast 
Their aim is to break up delivery 
bottlenecks as record amounts of 
US. crude oil production flow into 
the global market. In the last week of 
November, U.S. crude oil exports hit a 

record 3.2 million barrels a day. 
An recent letter signed by three 

state legislators — Sen. Kel Seliger 
of Amarillo, Rep. Tom Craddick of 
Midland and Rep. Brooks Landgraf 
of Odessa — voiced their support for 
the Trafigura terminal. The lawmak 

ers represent districts in West Texas 
Permian Basin, the most productive 
oil field in the nation 

“Given the mismatch between exist 
ing infrastructure and future crude oil 

Representative Brooks Landgraf speaks Jan. 29 during the “topping out” ceremony for 

the new engineering building 

projections, we are encouraged to see 
privately funded investment projects 

that will help de-bottleneck the 
Gulf Coast and move Texas oil to 
markets where it is in high demand,” 

the legislators wrote 

A Dec.19 letter from the head of 
Midland’s Chamber of Commerce 
also argued for the Trafigura terminal 
The Port of Corpus Christi is lead 

ing the opposition to the project, its 
concerns echoed in multiple letters 
to Gov. Greg Abbott from Gulf Coast 
legislators. Corpus Christi-area eco 

nomic-development groups and local 

governments have also passed resolu 

tions opposing Trafigura’s project 
The port is pursuing it's own 

VLCC-capable crude oil export 
terminal on land it owns on Harbor 
Island within the city limits of Port 

Aransas. The terminal, if completed, 
would cost $1 billion and be just two 

miles from the entrance to the Gulf of 

Mexico. The Port of Corpus Christi 
has teamed up with investment firm 
the Carlyle Group to fund the project 

Port CEO Sean Straw-bridge said 
while he’s sympathetic to West Texas 

TRENDS 

Energy law firm 

details three 3 that 

could upend energy 

companies in 2019 
By Mella McEwen 

| mmcewen@hearstnpcom 

ge | 
Tim Fischer/MRT Media Group 

oil producers’ needs to move their 

product onto the international market, 
“we don’t want-to cut corners.” 

“I think that will show poorly on 
the industry if there's an embracing of 
high-risk solutions when there are al 
ternative solutions that are much more | 
responsible, sustainable, proven,” 

Strawbridge said. 
But, activists in Port Aransas, con 

cerned about potential damage to the 
environment and the city’s tourism 
industry, are fighting the port's plans 
They support the construction of an 

offshore oil loading platform 
The Port Aransas Conservancy 

objects to the Harbor Island project, 
but said it would support the Port of 
Corpus Christi if it builds an offshore 

terminal similar to Trafigura’s 
Meanwhile, Brazilian prosecu 

tors have accused Trafigura in recent 
weeks of paying bribes to Brazil's 
state-owned oil company Petroleo 

Brasileiro S.A. or Petrobras. The ac 
cusations led Petrobras to suspend oil 
and fuel trading with Trafigura and 
Glencore, another Swiss commodities 

trader, Reuters reported 

GAS PRODUCTION 

Permian natural gas offers tremendous potential 
By Mella McEwen 

mmcewen@hearstnp.com 

Already among the world's 
dominant oil-producing re 
gions, the Permian Basin has 
the potential to add natural 
gas production dominance to 
its resume. 

As Industrial Info Resourc 
es put it, the Permian Basin 
could tum into “Marcellus 

West as natural gas produc 
tion has doubled over the last 
three years to just shy of 13 
million cubic feet per day, a 

trend the company expects to 
continue. 

There are, however, some 
barriers to achieving that 
distinction, according to 
Jesus Davis, vice president, 
research for the oil and gas 
industry at Industrial Info 
and [IR Energy. 

“The monkey wrench is 
the decline in oil prices,” Da 

vis said in a phone interview 

“I think the biggest con 
cern | have for gas produc 
tion in the Permian Basin is 

oil prices,” he said. 
If prices fall further or 

remain low for an extended 
period, that would not only 

affect crude but production 
natural gas production and 

tion, Davis said. 

“We'd see a significant 

slowdown,” he said. 
Operators in the coming 
months could decide their 
capital 1s better spent on 
mergers and acquisitions 
than drilling, he said. 
Infrastructure is another 
concern, as Permian natural 

gas production threatens to 
overwhelm takeaway capac 
ity just as crude oil produc 
tion has done, Davis said. But 
that is an issue that will solve 

itself, he said. 
Davis estimates there are 

four huge pipeline projects 
proposed with 60 billion 
cubic feet of natural gas 
takeaway capacity, compared 
a potential of 10to 15 million 
cubic feet of daily produc 
tion, he said. 

“It’s definitely adequate - 
maybe too much for natural 
gas and for oil,” he said. “If it 
all gets built, it's too much. 
But that's how it works — 
you go from none to too 
much.” 
What stymied develop 

ment in the Marcellus is 
similar to what's happening 
now in the Permian, Davis 
said: Production grew so fast, 
takeaway capacity couldn't Texas is busily developing 

keep up. And efforts to build 
new pipelines met opposition 
from residents and environ 
mentalists, he said’ 

“Projects proposed four 

years ago are still waiting for 
permits,” he said. 

In Texas, the environment 

is friendlier and, because 

intrastate, “It's a Texas issue. 
With the Texas Commission 
on Environmental Quality 

and Railroad Commission, 
permutting is more straight 
forward” 
That additional capacity 
doesn't take into consider 
ation the pipelines moving 
natural gas south to Mexico, 
Davis said. 

“We have capacity just 
waiting on Mexico to build 
on the other side, whether it's 
to power plants or industrial 
demand,” he said. 
He said he’s not concerned 

about the efforts of Mexico's 
new president, Andres 
Manuel Lopez Obrador, to 
build up Mexico's energy 
industry and reduce reliance 
on imported energy sources. 

“(He) doesn't realize what 
it takes to turn an industry 
around,” Davis said. Though 
the same shale formations 

are found in Mexico as well, 

he said the country hasn't 

invested in its infrastructure 

“Mexico doesn't have the 

capital or the technology to 

develop those shales,” he said 
“Their problem is they're | 

expanding into new areas [ 
and they need money just to | 

stem the siowdown in the in- | 
dustry. | think they Tl still be 

dependent on outside energy | 

resources.” | 

Beyond supplying natural 

gas in its gaseous or bquefied 
form, America is preparing to 

turn its newfound natural gas 
riches into other resources 

like ethane and ethylene, 

much for export. 
“The US. has always been 

an importer, we ve never | 

been a supplier; now we are,” | 
Davis commented. 

That has translated into 

investment in export infra 
structure for crude, natural 

gas, natural gas liquids, 
refined products, liquid pro 
pane gases, liquefied natural 
gas, ethanes and ethylenes, 
he said. 

“We need to open our eyes 
and look at the world, not 
just here,” he said. 

PIPELINE 
From Page 1 

The expected surge in 
exports has set off a scramble 

to expand dock capacity, 
with five offshore facilities 
to accommodate the Very 
Large Crude Carriers capable 
of carrying up to 2 million 
barrels of crude, announced 
along the Texas Gulf Coast. 
While those projects have 
been praised for their eco- 
nomic contributions and job 
creation, they also have been 

is opposing Trafigura’s Texas 

Gulf Terminal project. 
‘These controversies “slow 
export dock development, 
but they won't stop exports,” 
Fielden said. “We're doing 
3 million barrels a day of 
exports a day already with no 
problems. 
But, as he said in his 
report, “the threat of dock 
congestion only arises if all 
the are 
built and if they run full That 
probability is low, at least in 
the next three years” 
He to a forecast 

from the US. Energy Infor- 
mation Administration that 
us. will average 
10.9 million barrels a day this 

year and 12.1 million barrels 

a day over 2017 levels to 
1.2 million barrels growth 
in 2019. Even if domestic 
production grows by that 
same 1.2 million barrels a day 
in 2020 and 2021, the net 
increase between 2018 and 
2021 would be 3.6 million 
barrels, well within that 7.7 
million barrel planned pipe 

line capacity. 
He said the mismatch be- 

tween the volume of planned 
pipeline projects and crude 
growth over the next three 
years suggests a short-term 
infrastructure overbuild, and 

there will be consolidation 
among many of the projects 
before they re built. 

“It makes sense to build 
long-term, but it creates its 
own problems if the pipes are 
empty,” he said. 
Asked about the recent 

drop in oil prices amid con- 
cerns about oversupply and a 
weakening economy, 
er 
eventually will slow output. 
“Back to the 201 situation 

A new year is on the ho 
rizon, and with it will come 

| new challenges. 
There are three main 

trends oil and gas companies 
should be on the lookout 
for in 2019, according to the 

energy law firm Baker Botts. 
These trends could not 

only expose companies to 
litigation and the resulting 
financial exposure, but could 

put corporate assets at risk, 
said Jason Newman, partner 
with the company. 

| Allocation disputes 

That is especially true of oil 
and gas allocation disputes, 
and the unprecedented 

| growth of shale plays has 
| made dividing up those 
| royalties more complex than 

ever, Newman said 

“It used to be that if you 

| didn't pay royalties properly, 
you could face damages, but 

| the lease would not be ter. 
| minated” he said in a phone 
| interview from his Houston 
| office. “Leases today make 

not paying royalties prop 
erly a cause for termination. 

| That's changed. Operators 
could budget for minimizing 
the risk of royalty disputes, 
but this puts their assets at 
risk” 

Newman attributed the 
[ complexity of dividing up 
| royalties to technological 
advances. Operators are 

| drilling horizontal wells 

| with longer laterals across 
| multiple leased tracts or 

multiple pooled units, he 
said. Those long laterals bring 
up questions about how the 
wells should be permutted, 
whether the 
leases allow “allocation” wells 

| and how royalties should be 
calculated across the various 
leases when production is 
aggregated at surface process 
ing and storage facilities. The 
leases that operators are using 

| to drill wells, especially in the 
Permian Basin, don't express 

“The theory a lot of plain 
tiffs are using (in shale plays) 
is that if the oil and gas com- 
pany can't tell with certainty 
where the oil and gas comes 
into the wellbore, maybe it’s 
not a question of ‘You didn't 
pay me enough, someone 
else got too much.’ This is not 
reallocating the pieces within 
the pie; this is trying to make 

the pie bigger” 
Decisions are often made 

“on 50 years of jurisprudence 

Hydraulic fracturing 

Technological advances 
in hydraulic fracturing could 
also expose producers to civil 
litigation, Newman said. 

Operators today are 

designing higher-pressure 
completions using more 
proppants, but this modern 
technology also raises the 
potential for frac hits where 
anew well interferes with a 
nearby well or historical ver 
tical wells. This also raises the 
potential for large claims for 
lost production, equipment 

damage and environmental 
contamination. 

The issue is particu 
larly acute in the Permian 
Basin, where operators have 
inventories of thousands of 
drilling locations in areas 
where historic wells already 
exist, he said. These older 
wells, drilled as far back as 
the 1940s, don't have the 
mechanical integrity to with 
stand a frac hit as do newer 
wells, Newman said 

“Frac hits do end up 
in court,” said Newman. 

“They're tough cases” 
The cases may not give rise 

to the standard of trespassing 
but could meet the standard 
for a negligence claim. 

Courts are struggling to 

answer questions, such as 
what is the state-of-the-art 
standard of care in avoiding 
frac hits and legal issues in- 
volving predecessor interests, 
contractual indemnities and 
regulations on plugging wells. 

“Technology is evolving 
so rapidly you can't find an 
expert engineer to discuss 
the specifics,” Newman said. 
“It’s an issue of trying to talk 
in reasonable terms about 
what's happening 
underground.” 

Price volatility 

and frac hits, which have 
been impacted by technol 
ogy, price volatility has been 
with the industry since the 
first barrels of oil were pro 
duced, said Newman. 

Price volatility has surged 
significantly in recent 

four-year high in October, 

prices have plunged 40 
percent to levels seen in the 
price collapse of 2015-2016. 
Newman said 2019 could 

be a test for producers who 
boasted of breakeven price 
ranges between $30 and $40 
a barrel in the shale plays. 

“In the latest downturn, 
alot of companies have 
advanced technology where 
they can drill either longer 
laterals or, in the Permian 
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Community shows support for 

with TRE passage ECISD 
Ector County ISD 

For Ector County Independent 
School District, 2018 can be summed 

up in three letters — TRE. On Nov 

6, voters approved a tax ratification 
election increasing the school district's 
maintenance and operations tax rate 

by 13 cents to the state maximum of 

$1.17. The measure passed with nearly 
62 percent voting for it. The successful 
campaign came one year after voters 
defeated a similar proposition and a 

school bond package. In the immedi 
ate, the TRE means an additional $18 
million in local and state revenue for 
ECISD this year. In the long-term 
it lays the foundation to prepare for 
the growth that is projected for the 
district. The first priority for the TRE 
funds is across-the-board raises. The 
starting salary for teachers will jump 
to $50,000, a move school district 
officials hope will help address the 
need to fill more than 200 teacher 

vacancies 
The success of the TRE campaign 

really hinged on the hard work of the 
community members who supported 
it and spent months learning about 
school finance, ECISD's circum 
stances and then promoting the issue 
through meetings and door-to-door 
canvassing. 

That wave of community support 

for its schools shone through as new 

partnerships grew and impacted 
students in a positive way in 2018 
The ACCESS partnership aligned 
local medical institutions with middle 
schools to provide speakers, mentors, 
career exploration, and eventually 
internships for students. A drop in the 
teen pregnancy rate led to The Texas 
Campaign to Prevent Teen Pregnancy 
bestowing its Community Partnership 

Award to ECISD, Texas Tech Univer 

sity Health Sciences Center, and The 

Life Center. The district joined with 

the Boys & Girls Club of Odessa to 
begin building a new Club facility on 
the campus of EK. Downing Elemen 
tary. A Chevron grant for $150,000 
supported engineering courses and 
PICK Education, Southwest Bank 
gave $78,000 to buy 300 Chromebook 
laptops for Crockett Middle School 
December brought an incredible gift 
of $300,000 from Medical Center 
Health System and the MCHS Foun 
dation to buy 1,170 Chromebooks for 
four other middle schools. 
As 2019 approaches, the ECISD 

board of trustees is beginning the 
search for a new superintendent of 

UTPB 

Jacy Lewis/191 News 

ECISD Agriculture Department recevied a new truck from Sewell Ford on Nov. 30 this 

year 
schools. In May, then Superintendent 
Tom Crowe announced his retire 

ment. The school board hired Jim 
Nelson to lead the district through 
the 2019-2020 school year, and help 

transition to the new superintendent 
‘The search for that new superinten 
dent officially began in late Novem 
ber. Nelson served on the ECISD 

board of trustees from 1984-1995 

was appointed as the commissioner 

of Education of the Texas Education 

Agency, worked as the superintendent 
of Richardson Independent School 

District for two years, and from there 
became the executive director-chief 
executive officer for AVID Center 
He has served on numerous state and 
national education advisory boards. 

A few other highlights from 2018 
B ECISD reached an all-time high 

in August when student enrollment 
topped 33,000 

BB The school district's two early 
college high schools welcomed their 

first senior classes this year and look 
forward to those first graduation cer 
emonies in May. 

8 In an effort to address low per 
forming schools, the school district 
began an in-district charter school 
at Ector Middle School through an 
arrangement with a newly formed 
non-profit organization, Ector 

Middle School College Prep Success 
Academy. In addition, Travis- Zavala 

and Noel Pease elementary schools 

became sets of partner schools with 
reconfigured with grade levels focused 
on meeting early education needs of 
the community. 
 Distnct officials altered the 

boundary zones for a dozen elemen 
tary and middle schools in order to 
address overcrowding due to popula 
tion growth and shifting, 
B The ECISD Innovation Depart 

ment took students to new heights 

literally — by arranging an invitation 

to take part in the Student Spaceflight 
Experimenis Program (SSEP). A team 

of students from Falcon Early College 

High School designed “The Efficacy 
of Ideonella Sakaiensis in a Micro 

gravity Environment” which looked 

at how that bacteria will decompose 

poly(ethylene terephthalate) in mi 
crogravity and compare it to Earth. In 
July, their experiment was flown to the 

International Space Station where it 

was conducted by astronauts. ECISD 

has been accepted into the program 

again for 2019. 

8 The Innovation Department 
also expanded its PICK Education 

initiative by connecting teachers and 

students with real world research proj 

ects, arranging presentations by world 

renowned researchers, and creating 

new partnerships with Tulane Univer 

sity School of Medicine, San Francisco 

State University, Southern Method 

ist University and The University of 

Texas. The Innovation Department 

also planned and executed the first 

TEDx event for Odessa, Moonshot 

Madness, featuring seven speakers. 
8 For the fourth year in a row, 

ECISD received distinction as one 

of the nation’s Best Communities for 

Music Education. This prestigious 
designation comes from the Na 

tional Association of Music Merchants 

(NAMM) Foundation. 
8 Odessa High School earned 

revalidation as an AVID National 
Demonstration School, an honor that 

goes to only about 1 percent of AVID 
schools nationwide. 

8 OHS student Mayely Carrasco 

won a Student Hero award from the 

State Board of Education for starting 
a suicide prevention program at the 

school 

UT Permian Basin moves forward 

to better serve region 

COLLECTIBLES 
RIBBON 

uTPB 

2018 for The University 

of Texas Permian Basin 
can be summed up in two 
words: moving forward 

The university is moving 
into its next chapter with 

big plans. 

The year began with a 

“topping out” ceremony for 

the Engineering Building 
a tradition celebrating a 

major structural milestone 
in the construction of sig 
nificant buildings 
The $55 million three 

story facility will house the 

College of Engineering. The 
building will include space 
for classrooms, instruction 

al labs, research, adminis 

trative offices and student 
support services. 
UT Permian Basin Presi 

dent Sandra Woodley says 
the space will be state-of: 
the-art 

“There is so much hap- 
pening around the energy 
industry. This gives the 
University an opportunity 
to provide a workforce and 
innovation that's needed,” 
Woodley said. 

A key player to take 
innovation to the next 
level is the new College of 
Engineering Dean George 

University Northwest in 

Indiana 

“My experience as found 
ing director of Purdue 
Water Institute will help 
mein developing strategic 
initiatives necessary for 

the growth of the College,” 
Nnanna said. “UT Perm 
ian Basin Engineering is 
well-positioned to be an 
academic leader in the 
energy industry” 

Another area of growth 
the College of Business 

Steve Beach came on board 
as the new dean of the 
College of Business. Beach 
comes to UT Permian 
Basin after serving as associ 
ate dean and professor of 
Finance in the College of 
Business and Economics at 
Radford University. 
“We are assembling a 

team of talented and in 
novative people to lead this 
University into the future. 
Steve Beach and George 
Nnanna are the kind of 
leaders we need to ensure 
that graduates from UT 
Permian are recruit 
ed and well prepared for the 
workforce,” Woodley said 
The university also broke 

ground on the D. Kirk Ed 
wards Human Performance 
Center in September. 
“We believe 

facilities will instill 2 sense 
of pride in our athletic 
programs while 
research and advanced 
learning for our students,” 

she said. “Our students and 
athletes deserve a facility 
like this. We expect the best 
from them in the classroom, 
at practice and at game 
time. They should expect 
the same from us.” 
The 63,000-square- foot 

facility will house the 
Kinesiology Department 
including classrooms and 
labs. It will also give all 
student athletes a new space 
to train and coaches a place 
to recruit 

The year ended with a 
historic Investiture Cer 
emony — an official confer 
ring of President Woodley. 

At the ceremony, Woodley 
laid out her plan for the 
future of the University. 
“Our strategic plan is 

outward focused. It is truly 
focused on the value we can 
bring to the community,” 
Woodley said. “That's how 
we win. That is how we 
achieve success — we focus 
on our value and we focus 
on doing the work every 
day that will make a differ 
ence in the community” 

‘Those goals include dou 
bling the number of people 
who earn a degree, dou 
bling research, a campus 

sure that our public school 
students receive the quality 
education they deserve.” 

The university also plans 
to create an internship 

program to give students 
in every field of study 
“real-world” experience and 
more hands-on learning. 

“This is a win-win for our 
students and our industry 
partners. Internships and 
co-ops, along with cap 
stone projects that con 
nect our students to their 
careers long before they 
graduate, will be a differ 
entiator for UT Permian 
Basin,” Woodley said “This 

program will provide us an 
opportunity to gain a deep 
understanding of what our 
industry leaders need from 
our graduates and we will 
deliver on that service.” 
The Permian Basin is 

one of the most important 
places on Earth — and 
this is no overstatement. 
‘The Texas Tribune reports 

Russia as the world's top oil 
producer. The paper states 
that oil from our area will 
account for 80 percent of 
the growth in global supply 
over the next seven years. 
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Photos by Jacy Lewis/191 News 

The Texas Supreme Court hears cases at the Wagner Noel Performing Arts Center on Sept. 19. 

The Odessa Fire Department helped wash the Carson and Barnes 
Sept. 21 before the circus started : 

Emily St. john Mandel is interviewed by Odessa Arts Executive Director Randy Ham about 
her novel “Station Eleven” on Oct. 11 at the Globe of the Great Southwest 

The cast of “Annie” goes through a dress rehearsal Aug 1. Uily Windham plays with Sandy, Addie the dog 
Windham tied for the MRT's Performance of the Year 

Lauren Lucas hits the ball on Sept. 28 at Permian Field 29 Var RH(27) carries the bah Sept 28.4 Christian Tschaumer (5) holds a Permian fan's hand after Permian's loss to Arlington Lamar von 
House against Midland Lee Nov. 23 at Wildcat Stadium in Abilene 

The Odessa Chamber of Commerce hosted the Basin 88Q The Permian football team of 1988 celebrates 30 years after tak 

Permian High School band practices early moming on Sept. 13 Blowout on Oct. 4 ing the field before the com toss Oct 26 
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PUBLIC ART 

Odessa Arts had a busy year 
Syke) Lewis 

Jacylewis@heartnp.com 

Randy Ham has had a busy year 
coordinating ArtPocalypse for Odessa 
Arts. He is looking for more long-term 
projects after the success of ArtPoca- 
lypse and a short break. 

ArtPocalypse 

‘The art collaborative was based 
around the NEA Big Read book “Sta 
tion Eleven” by Emily St. John Man 
del. In all, ArtPocaplyse had 28 events 
over 12 weeks, Ham said. Odessa Arts 
also handed out all S00 copies of “Sta- 
tion Eleven that were bought with the 
grant from NEA Big Read. 

“I was able to see what we could 
do in terms of doing arts collabora- 
tives,” Ham said. “It went above and 
beyond just being a citywide reading 

program.” 
“This was our third year to do 

Shakespeare with the Texas Shake- 
speare Festival from Killgore,” Ham 
said. 

The Shakespeare Festival has grown 
significantly since its beginning 
Students from all over the Permian 
Basin attended to watch the best of 
Shakespeare and talk with the actors. 
The first year there were about 900 
students, the second year there were 
about 1,200 students, and this year 
about 2,000 students came to the 
Globe for the Shakespeare Festival, 
Ham said. 
“Every fourth- and fifth-grader from 

Andrews, Texas came through the 
doors of the Globe,” Ham said. 

For the last performance of “Mac 
Beth,” so many people attended that 
they had to open up the balconies, 
which they had never had to do during 
a public performance, he said 

“Iloved to see the community 
response to it,” Ham said. “I come up 
with these ideas and I talk to the other 
art agencies and we all get excited. But 
we don't know how it is going to play 
with the community until it happens. 
To see the community come out and 

The Cloth World Sign as seen on Dec. 20 

support this. .. That really made me 

happy” 

The gateway to downtown 

Ham is now focusing his attention 
on the Cloth World Sign after Odessa 
Arts received a donation of $100,000 
from Toby and Sondra Eoff. 

“The Cloth World Sign is this big 
steel mid-century structure from the 
1950s on Maple and 10th from when 

that 
GIVING shop 

Donations for the Cloth ~~ P'"8 
World Sign can be made at center 
odessaarts.org. was 

called 
the 

Rockhill Shopping Center. Then 
Cloth World, the fabric store, moved 
in there and they changed the sign to 
look like Cloth World,” Ham said. 

‘The Cloth World Sign came to his 
attention when creating the Pub 
lic Art Master plan that Ham and 
Odessa Arts conceived when they got 
feedback about what people in the 
community cared about. 

“The public was really pushing for 
this they want to see part of Odessa 
history preserved for the future,” Ham 

Jacy Lewis/191 News 

said. 

Ham said that Odessa Arts is al 
ready halfway to their fundraising goal 
to begin the project. 

“That was one of our first projects 
we announced. We did a nationwide 
search. We got over 90 applicants of 
artists from all over the country,” Ham 
said. 

Ray King, an artist based in Phila 
delphia, was selected for his design of 
a spire with LED lights. The money 
for the art installation has already 
been secured, but funds are needed to 
refurbish the Cloth World Sign to be 
structurally sound, Ham said. 

“It’s a really cool piece of Odessa 
history,” Ham said. “1 like the fact that 
instead of just commissioning new 
work we're looking at the landmarks 
in Odessa and we are trying to salvage 
them or repurpose them. So that it's 
not just about tearing down the old 
and building the new, it's about marry 
ing the two.” 

Odessa Arts needs $200,000 to 
refurbish the structure before the 
work can be installed. Ham hopes that 
Odessa Arts can begin work on the 
Cloth World Sign in the new year. 

MOSC 

Midland-Odessa Symphony & 
Chorale continues enriching 
community through music 

Midland-Odessa 
Symphony & Chorale 

Serving the community 
with another year of enrich 

MOSC reflects on a year of 

chestral music performed by 
professional musicians that 
touched the lives of children 

Jucy Lewis/ 191 News 

Midland-Odessa Symphony and Chorale recieved a from 
Odessa Arts during a lunch Sept Jat ohe roney 7 Carlos 
Gallery and Sculpture Garden. 

and his wife principal viola 
Melissa Madura moved to 

to announce the endowed 
chairs in their honor sup- 
ported by Karen and Spencer 
Beal MOSC also celebrated 

THINGS TODO 
(due to the holidays, some 
recurring events may be af- 
fected) 

Through Tuesday 
Starbright Village 

and Community 
Tree Lighting. View 
one of the larg- 
est displays in the 
area with more than 
300,000 lights and 
holiday displays, 
6-11 p.m, McKinney 

Park, 625 W. Pool 
Road. Free. odessatx- 
parks.org: 

Through Jan. 16 
“A Legacy of Lead- 

ership: Winston 
Churchill” 10 am.-7 
p-m., Midland Coun- 
ty Public Library 
Centennial branch, 
2503 W. Loop 250 
N. 

Through March 10 
“Golden Age of 

Hollywood: Cos- 
tumes from the Gene 
London Cinema Col- 
lection” This exhibi- 
tion features more 
than 50 costumes 
and personal effects 
of vintage movie 
stars such as Bette 
Davis, Joan Crawford, 
Doris Day, Tallulah 
Bankhead, Greta 
Garbo, Judy Garland, 
Katharine Hepburn, 
Grace Kelly, John 
Wayne, Tyrone Pow- 
er, Elizabeth Taylor 
and Marilyn Monroe. 
Hours are 10 am.-5 
p.m. Tuesdays-Satur- 
days (open to 8 p.m. 
Thursdays), 2-5 p.m. 
Sundays at the Ellen 
Noel Art Museum, 
4909 E. University 
Blvd. noelartmuse- 
um.org. 

Today 
Bl Lightwire The- 

atre’s A Very Electric 
Christmas, 7:30 p.m., 
Wagner Noel Per- 
forming Arts Center, 
1310 N. Farm-to- 
Market Road 1788. 
$29.50-5104.50. 
Wagnemoel.com. 
IB Aaron Watson, 

8 p.m., Dos Amigos, 
4700 N. Golder Ave. 
$25 advance, $30 
door. Dosamigos. 
com. 

New Year's Eve 
(Monday) 

Bl New Year's Eve 

Party with party 
favors, games and 
blackout skates, 7 
p-m., KC's Nutty Roll- 
er, 1004 Andrews 
Highway. $16 admis- 
sion, $1 skate rental, 
$5 blades. Cash only. 
kesnuttyroller.com. 
B New Year's Bash 

buffet. For ages 10 
and older, 7:30 p.m,, 

Odessa, Cinergy 
8250 State 
191. $24.99. cinergy. 
com 

Wednesday 
12 

Ector County Coli- 
seum, 4201 Andrews 
Highway. $16-520. 
sandhillsssr.com. 
The full schedule of 
shows and perfor- 
mances can be found 
online. 

Coming soon 
Bl “Sesame Street 

Live! Let's Party; 
10:30 am. and 2:30 
p.m. Jan. 5 and 6, 
Wagner Noel Per- 
forming Arts Center, 
1310 N. Farm-to- 
Market Road 1788. 
$23-553. wagner- 
noel.com. 
Ml Jake “The Snake” 

Roberts — Comedy 
and Stories from the 
Road, 8 p.m. Jan. 13, 
Dos Amigos, 4700 N. 

Golder Ave. $20- 
$50. 
W Vocal Trash, 7 

p-m. Jan. 16, Wagner 
Noel Performing 
Arts Center, 1310 
N. Farm-to-Market 
Road 1788. $35. 
liveonstage-pb.com. 
BM The Oak Ridge 

Boys, 7:30 p.m. Jan. 
17, Wagner Noel 
Performing Arts Cen- 
ter, 1310 N. Farm-to- 
Market Road 1788. 
$42-567. wagner- 
noel.com. 
HB “The Very Hun- 

gry Caterpillar Show 
featuring Brown 
Bear, Brown Bear,” 2 
p.m. Jan. 21, Wagner 
Noel Performing 
Arts Center, 1310 
N. Farm-to-Market 
Road 1788. $27-567. 
wagnernoel.com. 
This stage show is 
based on four books 
by Eric Carle. 
8 “Legally Blonde 

the Musical, * 7:30 
p.m. Jan. 23, Wagner 
Noel Performing 
Arts Center, 1310 
N. Farm-to-Market 
Road 1788. $47-590. 
Broadwayinthebasin. 
com. 
8 Family Science 

Night: Powered by 
Science, 6:30-8 p.m. 

Jan. 24, Petroleum 
Museum, 1500 N. 
Interstate 20 W,, 
Midland. Free. pb- 
petro.org. 
BB Odessa Jack- 

alopes play the Lone 
Star Brahmas, 7 p.m. 
Jan. 25 and 26, Ector 
County Coliseum, 
4201 Andrews High- 
way. 
B MOSC Master- 

works: “The Rus- 
sians,” 7:30 p.m. Jan. 
26, Wagner Noel 
Performing Arts Cen- 
ter, 1310 N. Farm-to- 
Market Road 1788. 
MOSC.org. 
8 Brian Regan, 7 

p-m. Jan. 27, Wagner 
Noel 
Arts Center, 1310 
N. Farm-to-Market 
Road 1788. $44.50. 

"WECISD Mme 
for Kids featuring 
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TEXASEZZPWORK.COM 

FINDING THE RIGHT CANDIDATES 
IN TODAY'S COMPETITIVE JOB MARKET 

REQUIRES MORE THAN 

A SIGN IN THE WINDOW 

TEXASEZZB®» WORK is the one stop shop for 

ALLYOUREMPLOYMENT NEEDS 

2 JOTAL TALENT REACH 
One Post Targets Qualified Talent Across the Web. TexasBackToWork is part of an 
exclusive local site network that involves hundreds of Community websites across 

Texas and the country, with access to over 4 million job applicants and resumes to 

which your job placement is automatically matched to. 
National Sites — glassdoor, ziprecruiter 

Industry Sites -Oil & Gas, Health and Wellness 

Local Sites - jobnetworktexas 

« Match Alerts 

+ Reach over 4 million job seekers on3,000 job boards 

© PERFORMANCE BOOST 
«Provides additional exposure and better visibility for your job across the network. 

Perfect for those hard to fill roles or when you need to hire quickly 

32222 soCIAL BOOST 
Easy and effective way to get your job in front of relevant passive candidates 
directly in their feeds on social media and get them to apply. 
Facebook, Twitter & Linkedin 

X 1 RESUME BOOST 
Real-Time job matching technology automatically identifies qualified candidates 
from our vast national resume database and delivers them instantly to your 
employer account ranked by match score so you can save time and focus on the 
best matches 
Find the perfect candidates from over 4 million resumes 

RETHA MAXEY 
) 432.4 687 fds | (@ ol 43 250-1563 

VALERIA FRANCO 
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REPLY BY PHONE 

(432) 687-8865 

9:00AM - 5:00 PM 

AA ' ~ A Dannrt far Pa 
\WWUV w viv vi VU 

In- depth and award-winning coverage Empower your business with 
EVE JUNCQY the right people for the job! 

' . A 
AMNALA AFA RA UR BAAN ! a 

pare 0 PURIVIR 

Hire faster, 
better 

& for less. 

WITH THE PERFORMANCE- 

BASED JOB POSTING THAT 

REACHES QUALIFIED TALENT | 

BN ACROSS THE WEB! | 

| 

i TexasBackToWork.com 
SAVE 33% NEWSSTAND 432.682.5311 

FREE $25 FREE S10 

Wal-Mart Gift Card L Wal-Mart Gift Card = TexasbackToWork@MRT.com 

YOUR TRUSTED LEADER IN DIGITAL MARKETING, 
NEWS AND SPECIAL PUBLICATIONS! 

! 

MR LIVIN Reporter-Telegram 
MEDIA : ¢ 

GROUP MIT. 

: Deliver ng L fe Every Day 

201 E. lilinois Av itcom | 432-6 
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INSURANCE 

Report: Texas has the highest 
number of uninsured kids in America 

By Marissa Evans 
Texas Tribune 

A Georgetown University Center 
for Children and Families report re 
leased Thursday found that Texas had 
about 835,000 uninsured children in 
2017, an increase of 83,000 kids from 
the previous year. 

For the first time in a decade, the 
number of children without health 
insurance in the United States has 
risen — and Texas again has the larg 
est share. 

A recent report from Georgetown 
University Center for Children and 
Families found that more than one in 
five uninsured children in the U.S. live 
in Texas — about 835,000 as of 2017 

The state saw an increase of about 
83,000 uninsured children from 2016 

to 2017 
Researchers are most vexed that 

the report marks the first time since 
the data was collected in 2008 that 
the nationwide number — as well 
as the rate — of uninsured children in 
creased, after a decade of decline. The 
national rate increased from a historic 
low of 4.7 percent in 2016 to 5 percent 
in 2017. Texas’ rate of uninsured 
children in 2017 was at 10.7 percent, 
up slightly from the previous year and 
still more than double the national 
average 

“The absence of significant progress 
across the country suggests that even 
states with the best intentions were 

unable to withstand strong national 
currents to protect children from 
losing health coverage,” researchers 
wrote 

Texas has had the highest number 
of uninsured kids two years in a row. 
Estimates for comparable numbers 
of uninsured children by state before 
2016 were not immediately available 
from researchers or the U.S. Census 

That's because the Census in 2017 

changed the definition for children 
in its American Community Survey 

data. Previously, children wi re defined 
as 17 and under, but now the federal 
agency counts them as 18 and under. 

Ihe new rates are “a big red flag,” 
said Joan Alker, the center's executive 
director. She said she wasn't expecting 
an improvement — “the best outcome 
would be stagnation” — but she was 

MAMMALS 

surprised at the results 
The increase in the number of unin 

sured children comes from a combina 
tion of factors, according to Alker. She 
pointed out that Texas has the highest 
uninsured raté among adults in the 
country, meaning children are less 

likely to have coverage if their parents 

don't. It’s also a challenge for Texas 
families to receive Medicaid, the joint 

federal-state health insurance program 
for the poor and disabled, since some 
low-income families make too much 
money to qualify. Alker also said jobs 
in common Texas industries including 
the agriculture and service sectors are 
less likely to offer insurance coverage. 

In addition, Texas has a high 
proportion of Hispanic children, who 
are also less likely to be insured. ‘The 
report found a pattern of states doing 
poorly with child uninsured rates 
often have larger populations of His 
panic children or Native American 
Alaska Native children 

The report] will raise alarm bells 
and it should,” Alker said. “We know 

kids who are uninsured don't do as 

well in school, don't have as good out 
comes educationally or economically, 
so this is an issue that policymakers 

really need to pay attention to.” 
There are national factors that affect 

the rate of uninsured children 
There's the anti- Affordable Care 

Act talk from the Trump administra 
tion, Congress and Texas lawmakers. 

Texas is leading the charge in a federal 
lawsuit that will determine whether 
the law 1s constitutional after Congress 
ended the mandate for individuals to 

have health insurance. In addition, 

expanding Medicaid through the 2010 
health law has been a nonstarter in the 
GOP-dominated Texas Legislature 
An estimated 1.1 million low-income 
Texans would be eligible for coverage 
under a Medicaid expansion, accord 
ing to the Kaiser Family Foundation 
Experts have said adding more adults 
to Medicaid would decrease the unin 
sured rate but Republican legislators 
have said the future costs to Texas are 
not worth it. The center's report found 
that nationwide, three quarters of the 
children who lost coverage between 
2016 and 2017 live in states that have 
not expanded Medicaid coverage to 
parents and other low income adults. 

There's also the rhetoric around 
immigration, which may have discour 

aged some families from seeking 
coverage for themselves and their 
children, known as the “unwelcome 
mat” effect, according to experts. In 
addition, there was mass confusion 
last year when families feared their 
kids would lose coverage under the 
Children’s Health Insurance Program 
after Congress failed to renew funding 
in time. While the funding was ulti 
mately renewed, public health experts 
fear parents may have allowed the 
CHIP coverage to expire and haven't 
renewed 

Thousands of uninsured children 
are often eligible for health insurance 
under Medicaid, CHIP or Healthcare 
gov, the federal website where people 
can buy coverage, but families may be 
unaware of their options 
The steady decrease of federal fund 

ing available-for navigators, who help 
people sign up for health insurance, 
hasn't helped either. In Texas, that 
funding went down by 85 percent over 
two years to just $1.4 million in 2018 

Only two community organizations 
statewide 

based in Houston and MHP Salud, a 
community health group in the Rio 
Grande Valley, Laredo and El Paso 

received funding for the navigator 
program. Public health advocates have 
expressed fear that underrepresented 
communities are not being reached 

Adriana Kohler, a senior health 
policy analyst with Texans Care for 
Children, an advocacy group, said 

state lawmakers “have to recognize we 
have a problem and start working on 
it” Some solutions, she said, include 
expanding Medicaid and allowing 
children to stay on Medicaid for a full 

year without filing income venfication 

paperwork every six months, a policy 
that often has children losing 
coverage 

“Texas was already doing a bad job 

in making sure children have health 
insurance and now it's even worse,” 

Kohler said. “It’s not just about the 
number or percentage increase 
is disturbing for Texas families and 
communities who want children to get 
well child check-ups and everything 
else that health insurance means for a 
child” 

this 

Secretive gray fox is equally at 
home in desert, grasslands 

MICHAEL 
PRICE 

Wild About Texas 

When mentioning wild 
canine species, most people 
think of of wolves, coyotes 
and feral house pets. But 
very few think of one de 
lightful and stunning canid 
that is not much larger than 
a house cat and roams the 
countryside with adept 
secrecy. 

The gray fox (Urocyon 
cinereoargenteus) is a small 

canine that can be observed 
throughout myriad habitats 

in most the United States, 
including the entire state of 
Texas. It prefers to live in 
grasslands and open desert, 
although it apparently also 
thrives in heavily vegetated 
areas and even within the 
confines of human metro 
politan areas. 

‘The gray fox is the second 
smallest of all North Ameri 
can foxes and is only slightly 
larger than the kit (swift) 

fox. Adult male grays, the 

larger of the two sexes, can 
achieve a total length of 
almost 4 feet; more than 
one-third is the tail. The 
maximum weight is just shy 
of 20 pounds, although the 
average weight is about 13 
pounds. 

The fur on the upper 
parts is sandy in coloration, 

black, giving it the ap- 
pearance of being grayish. 

The back of the ears is a 

distinctive yellowish brown. 
The sides of the muzzle are 
highlighted with black, as 
is the angle from the eye to 
the base of the ear, although 
these are not necessarily 
always distinctive. The tail is 

gray on top, white under 
neath and ends in a black 
tip. The legs are usually 
reddish 
The gray fox is a dietary 

generalist; small mammals 
make up the majority of 

the animal's diet. It has 
been known to feed on 
kangaroo rats, rabbits, mice, 
lizards, amphibians, fish, 
small birds and insects 
Unlike their closely related 
competitor, the red fox, 
fruits and even vegetables 
comprise a large portion of 

the gray fox's diet. 

of this species consist of 
males and females pairing 
up for a season of monoga 
mous breeding in October 

the pairs generally only stay 
together for one season. 

the late winter months, 
and most litters are born in 
late April or early May. The 
number of young depends 
greatly on the condition of 
the female. Large rotund 
females can give birth to as 

many as seven, while less 
hefty females give birth to 
three or fewer. 
The birthing place is typi 
cally a small den. Here, the 
young, known as kits, will 
be reared while the female 
leaves to gather food, usu 
ally only at night or early 
mornings. 
Kits often will begin 

presence of the adults as 

a family unit until the fall, 
when they will begin to dis 
perse into a life of solitude 

until the following breeding 
season. 

Gray fox pelts play a 
significant role in the fur 
trade, and although demand 
varies from year to year, the 

population densities of this 
charming little canine have 

remained stable because of 
their their ability to adapt to 
altered habitats and even to 
live in metropolitan areas. 

Change Happens, a clinic | 

MENTAL HEALTH 

CHRISTINE 
HALL 

Centers 

Family should 
support individual 

seeking mental 
health therapy 

Mental health is one 
of the most important 
aspects of an individual's 

| life; however, it often 

takes a back seat to overall 
health. Stigma continues 
to surround mental health 
disorders and mental health 

therapy, which causes many 
people to avord getting the 
help they need 

The mental health field 

has grown, yet social ac 
ceptance is still limited 
People are encouraged by 
family and friends to seek 

treatment from medical 

doctors to ensure the best 
physical health possible, but 
they don't always do so for 
mental health therapy. 

Adults and children who 

struggle with emotional 
issues often are told to “get 
over it” or “don't let it get 
to you” In theory, this is 

an easy concept but it is 
not practical. So why is 

there a negative attitude 

toward mental health 

therapy? Why is it not so 

cially acceptable to receive 
treatment for emotional 

behavioral and mental 

GARDEN 

health issues? One reason 
is a fear of the unknown 

Mental health issues and 
therapy is not black or 
white. They are much more 

complex. Many people do 
not have accurate informa 
tion about the diagnosis or 
treatments of mental illness, 

thereby creating resistance 

to therapy 
It’s important to sup 

port someone who decides 

to seek help for mental 
health issues. Even “you 

don't agree with mental 
health therapy, you should 

not attempt to influence 
their decision. Criticizing 
an individual's well being 
and the form of treatment 
they choose could cause 
that person to perceive that 
those who care about them 
will judge them or view 
them differently. This may 
lead to a negative 
self identity. 

It should not matter the 
source of help an individual 

chooses What matters is 
that the individual finds 
health, self worth and 
happiness 

KAREN MILLER 

Permian Basin Master Gardener 

CC 

Spider mites come 
out with higher 
temperatures 

There are bad bugs, and 
there are terrible bugs. 
Spider mites fall in the 
latter. Spider mites are less 
than 0.04 of an inch in size, 
and thus, are difficult to see 
with the naked eye. They 
range in color from red and 
brown to yellow and green. 

Spider mites love hot, 
dry weather. They won't 
be a problem now but 
it's good to be aware that 
they ll be seen before too 
long. Temperatures around 
80 degrees are considered 
optimal for the two-spotted 
spider mite — which 1s 
common in our area — to 
hatch in as little as three 
days. 

Spider mites are consid 
ered a serious pest on both 
indoor and outdoor plants. 
They congregate on the un 
derside of the leaves where 
they feed off the plant fluids 
while stealing the plant's 
chlorophyll in the process 
Visible signs of spider mite 
damage include webbing 
and white or yellow speck 

A severe infestation can 
cause leaves to become 
discolored, giving a gray or 
bronze look to the plant. 
Leaves and needles can 
become scorched and drop 

prematurely. Spider mites 
frequently kill plants or 
cause serious stress to them 

One reason the spider 
mite has become such a 
problem in our yards and 
gardens is the use of insec 
ticides that destroy their 
natural enemies. Because 
of their rapid reproduc 
tion rate, the spider mite 

can adapt quickly to resist 
certain pesticides, especially 
when used over a long pe 
riod. Miticides or acaricides 
are a good chemical control 
of spider mites. These 
are pesticides developed 
specifically for spider mite 
control. Be aware though, 
miticides do not affect the 
eggs, so repeat the applica 
tion again in approximately 

10 to 14 days for complete 
control. 

Stressed or weak plants 
are the likely target of the 
spider mite. Plants stressed 
by drought can produce 
changes in their chemis 
try that make them more 
appealing to spider mites. 
Adequate watering during 
dry conditions can limit a 
plant's drought stress. Just 
a periodic hosing of your 
plants with a forceful jet of 
water can physically remove 
and kill many mites. 
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MARKETING © 

Your website isn't going 

to sell your products 

and services if you 
Creating clear content that educates don't have traffic 
and inspires your customers 

MARKETING - | Ie 

Is your website 

a properly optimized 

and marketed? 

Social jE 

pt 
Lo 

It’s time to take control of 

your Social Media 

DIGITAL MARKETING SERVICES 

MRT Media Group has an extensive offering of digital promotional 

tools that produce measurable results for today’s online marketing 

arena. We offer marketing solutions through digital channels such as 

search engines, websites, social media, email, and mobile apps. 

We don't sell advertising, we offer marketing solutions! 
MRT Digital Services will help you find your customers and 

engage with them to grow your business! 

Contact us today 432-683-5311 

MEARST corporation MItion prone. ED rove precision = 
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Wishing You Cheer. 
Cushing How AU a 

Happy New Year! 
N 

As we ring out the old year and ring in the new, Fe 
we wish all the best to each one of you. ; 
Thanks for making 2018 a year to remember. 
We appreciate the opportunity to serve you, 

and we look forward to your 
continued friendship. 

Please enjoy a safe and 
happy New Year! 


