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City OKs MDC incentive to Agri-Empres.

By Sara Higgins

shiggins @mrt.com

The City Council on Tuesday unanimously approved
the Midland Development Corp. providing a $524,500
" incentive to Agri-Empresa for its $8.7 million intermodal
rail facility.

. The incentive money will be used to build two railroad

crossing points that are required by Union Pacific for the
creation of Agri-Empresa’s intermodal facility on In-
dustrial Avenue, according to the agreement. Associated
costs the incentive will cover include design, crossing
arms and lights, crossing track and panels and asphalt
removal and replacement for the project.

Agni-Empresa and Union Pacific worked together two
years to bring the plan to fruition, according to Agri-
Empresa President Steve Goree.

Pam Welch, executive director of MDC, said in August

that Agri-Empresa approached the MDC during the sum-

mer about whether it could partner with the company as

;tacmworkstomstallmfras tructure for the intermodal rail
N

The facility will provide an off-loading point in Mid-
land for building and oilfield-related materials brought to
the Permian Basin.

City staff originally recommended that an annexation
into city limits be a part of the economic development
agreement. But the 81-acre tract of land in question is
in an area that already is part of an agreement with the
city that allows it to avoid annexation for seven years.
Goree said his company recently granted Schilumberger
all of the easements on its property to obtain water from
the city, under the condition that the land would not be
annexed.

Still, the discussion led to a more theoretical discus-
sion about whether MDC funds should be used only
on projects that are within city limits. The corporation

was formed more than a decade ago to offer incentives
for new and existing employers who create jobs for the
ccmmunity,andisgmcbdbyaqm-cemsalesmm
increase with additional revenues.

“We have to balance the investment that the MDC
makes with the return on investment that the citizens of
Midland get,” Councilman John James said.

Even if the project does not n within city limits,
the city will benefit from it, Board member Gary
Douglas said. There is also a possibility for five to 10
new jobs, Goree said.

Maintenace on the two railroad crossings will be per-
formed using state dollars, not city dollars, Douglas said.

For Agri-Empresa, it was important to keep the city of
Midland in mind while making plans, Goree said. Many
other areas, like Hobbs, N.M., and Seagraves, are doing
similar projects, but in outlying areas, he said.

Please see COUNCIL/4A

Senate
hopeful
Sadler touts
~ bipartisan

record

By Will Weissert
Associated Press,

TEMPLE — U.S. Senate Demo-
cratic candidate and decided long-
shot Paul Sadler likes to point to his
record of bipartisanship as an influ-
ential member of the Texas House

for 12 years.

But he left the
Legislature nine
years ago, and in

.. today’s political
climate, many
see a willingness
to work with the

Inside

Business
benefits
from MC’s
SimLife
Center

By Meredith Moriak

mmoriak@mrt.com

Nurses and paramedics from the
private sector joined Midland Col-
lege students and Midland Memornial
Hospital interns in the halls of MC'’s
SimlLife Center for the first time
Monday and Tuesday.

More than a dozen AeroCare Air
Ambulance Service paramedics and
nurses trained this week at the F.
Marie Hall SimLife Center.

“We’re able to go through real-
life scenarios and situations that
have happened to us on past flight

\ \
calls and train our employees,” said ri
AeroCare program manager Gary \
Valeriano. \

other side as a li-
abality. | |
Still, Sadler sai

that obstruction- -
1sm by conservative officeholders,
who so mistrust government that
they try to undermine it, is the reason
for gridlock in Congress. He insisted
that’s not what voters want — even
in Texas, where a Democrat hasn’t
won statewide office since 1994.

“I"ve always been able to find that
center point between two people,”
Sadler said at a recent Democratic
forum at a community college in
Temple, 130 miles south of Dallas.
“When you do good things together,
good things happen.”

That’s a far cry from Sadler’s op-
ponent, Ted Cruz, the former Texas
solicitor general who is a tea
darling and has called for a great
conservative awakening. .

The forum ended with Sadler
autographing an Obama campaign
yard sign for a supporter and shaking
hands. During an interview a few
minutes later, he said, JIt’s very hard
to get along if you have your fist
clinched and your arms folded.”

“That’s what these people do when
they push for more radicalism, more
extremism,” Sadler said of the tea
party.

Cruz upset Lt. Gov. David De-
whurst, the choice of mainstream
Texas Republicans, to secure his
party’s Senate nomination. He said
he’ll work with both parties on Capi-
tol Hill, but Cruz bested Dewhurst

Please see SADLER/4A
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Trinity School students, teachers and parents walk around the track Tuesday morning as they
participate in Walk for Literacy, an effort to raise money to fight illiteracy. See more photos and story
from this event on Tuesday’s Education page.
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The center was created as an
educational and clinical laboratory
for area colleges, medical centers
and businesses, and 1s used daily
by students and professionals from
Midland College, Texas Tech Health
Sciences Center of the Permian Ba-
sin and Midland Memorial Hospital,
center director Lea Keesee said.

Simulated training at MC began in
2010. Funding providing by name-
sake F. Marie Hall allowed for the
creation of the hospital-like SimL.ife
Center, which opened during the
spring.

“To see the transformation of the
Midland College health programs
1s awesome,” said Valeriano, who
graduated from MC’s EMT pro-
grain and worked for the Midland
Fire Department before entering the
med-flight business. “I think this
center will increase the educational
opportunities for West Texans.”

On Tuesday, flight nurse Rick
Moore was on a three-person medi-
cal team that completed a simulation
exercise involving a 2-year-old with
third-degree burns on his legs and
face.

Moore and his colleagues stabi-
lized the toddler and administered
drugs during the transport.

“We’ve always done simulation,
but it was more of a verbal practice,
where we didn’t know how people
would respond because we were

Please see CENTER/4A
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ALBUQUERQUE, N.M.
— A lobbyist for Albu-
querque Public Schools
has accused a top aide to
Gov. Susana Martinez of
grabbing her arm and yell-
ing at her in a threatening
way during a recess of a
legislative committee hear-
ing in the Capitol.

- Lobbyist Carnie Mena-
pace alleged in a letter to
the governor that Chief of
Staff Keith Gardner walked
up behind her in a hall and
grabbed her arm to turn her
around, the Albuquerque
Journal reported. He then
continued to painfully hold
her arm while yelling a
warning about opposing
Martinez’s education bills,
Menapace said.

- Menapace said the
encounter took place dur-
ing a recess of a Feb. 12
committee hearing on a
bill to retain third-graders
who can’t read proficiently.
That bill has been cham-
pioned by Martinez and
opposed by Albuquerque
Public Schools.

Gardner said he never
grabbed Menapace’s arm
or treated her aggressively
and points to surveillance
video as proof. The foot-
age is grainy and continu-
ally pans back and forth.

It shows a series of still
pictures, not a continuous
video.

It appears to show Gard-
ner approaching Menapace
and shows that at one time
he has his arm outstretched
toward her.

As soon as Menlpacc
reported the encoun-

ter, two police officers
watched the footage and

& Amera Travel

432-687-0313 (519N o, S -3 he Colomnde

superintendents’ as-
sociation, witnessed the
encounter and corroborated
Menapace’s story.

“He grabbed Carrie by
the arm, in the elbow area
as | recall, and kind of
spun her toward him to

Begins...

501 Midland. TX

POLITICS

Martinez aide accused of | POt

Democratic Rep. Al Park.
She said Gardner “cor-

nered” the legislator before

her incident with the chief
of staff.
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grabbmg school lobbyist | rew s
reassure NATO on
insider attacks
Gov. Martinez raises $S828K |
for 2014 re- elm,lmn The killings of more
than 130 U.S. and allied
i NM. — R forces by Afghan troops
repor "i""““ or those dressed like them
t 2014 re-8lection Camp | is not deterring NATO
I *{ﬂﬂ.- M*“‘M" o mmm&nwm
. ./\ooordng 10 fine poss ot L | Afghanistan, tWo senior
1 “"""'-'-'-‘“ 'S Serving 8 ¢ | U.S. defense officials said
W o & et off it % | Tuesday.
W povermon 1e “;_# d " | As NATO defense
and spent about $62,200 s ,ﬂ,..{.p&im ministers gather this week,
qumé. ré»- ‘a*-tnw-w*rar -1'“'5’ . | the top U.S. commander in
| l’*""" S ranghamti o ol o n A.fdgl';nil;lsta&wﬂ] tell wmh-m
”m ?gm” e n €S edmsdayw
th jm;i’f 0 was ;,,;*, the U.S. is doing to stop the
m Mokl waste (ISposslWclly . . | cscalating insider attacks.
,m ,,, .' oy R B The officials told re-
| A Ociated Press. | Pporters that so far NATO
;«ri Ao MR 5T -;_,r.r* ' e mlnlstel's mmmgﬂlccm-
ference here have not used
concluded it neither proves  get her attention,” Sullivan | the meeting to threaten any
nor disproves the incident said. He didn’t remember additional withdrawals of
happened, because the exactly what Gardner said | troops or to seek to limit the
video was low-quality and  but noted it was along combat use of their forces
continually panning. the lines of, “Tell your as a result of the attacks.
Menapace told the news- superintendent to keep his U.S. officials, including
paper last week she stands  mouth shut.” ‘Defense Secretary Leon
behind the letter. Menapace also said in Panetta, are expected to
Tom Sullivan, who her letter that Gardner
formerly headéd the state had an “altercation” with

commanders have come
up with a range of ways to

WASHINGTON
US official in Libya
said he wanted more

security

A top State Department
mn'ltyofﬁcnlmubya

told a congressional inves

ugdmtlllhehllugued
unsuccessfully for more
security in the weeks before
Ambassador Chris Stevens
and three other Americans
were killed. Department
officials instead wanted to
reduce security resources,”
he wrote in an email ob-
tained Tuesday.

Eric Nordstrom, who was
the regional security officer
in Libya, also referenced a

incidents in Libya between
June 2011 and July 2012
that demonstrated the dan-

Kessler’s Rustic Furniture

3105 Bankhead Hwy. & W. Wall, Midland, TX.
(Behind Berg Motor Co.)

vedSat | asn 5007555

Fun Facts Sponsored by

FRANKLIN FOLIAGE

“Serving West Texas Since 1981"

Landscape & Water Features that Conserve Water,
Outdoor Rooms, Low Volitage Lighting Systems l

In 10 minutes, a hurricane expends more energy than all of
the nuclear weapons in the world combined.
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Tenth annual

ROAR
WITH

685-3521

www.franklinfoliage.com

MIDLAND NORTHSIDE LIONS CLUB

amateur hilarity revue

Downtown Lions Club Building

200 Plaza St., Midland

7:30 p.m., Friday, Oct. 19, 2012

Featuring: Patsy Allen & Dana Ritter,
Marshall Cooper, Diane Faulkner,
David Hurta, Juggles, Greg Morgan,
Cindy Oglesby, Jack Pallick,

Mark Singh and the Silent Heckler,
Don Warren, John Wojtkun, Jr.

and Bill Dingus as MC.

Tickets available at:

DOOR Suzie Q's Pack & Mail, Imilﬁt“Cenm
Liberty Tax Service, Northside Walmart
DebrleShlnF-m,iillﬁN.laup Wuu.Sum
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' Apple was arrested last
"+ TABC closes month for hashish
o | '_ sion. Country star Willie
m Odessa bars Neho:.ndnppa' Snoop
Fo ¥ 4
" in drug cases SO0 Fod Stae Armand
ODESSA A Texas on marijuana charges in
Odessa bars in a -year EL P
state and federal undercov- ASO
er investigation into drug Family of S rescued in
n-ﬁmckm&m. Alcobolic West Texas mountains
mww A family of five has been
the closures in a rescued after spending the
of alleged drug by night lost deep in Franklin
employees. Texans has increased by Mountains State Park in
TABC said the Sandy 81,412 exams or 30.2 West Texas.
Lounge, Cash’s Bar and percent. The El Paso Fire Depart-
the Archway Club Bar & ment said the two adults,
s caneied e o L G doge begen k-
. . fm 3 W ing Monday and got lost
. éte:dnme 4 after West Texas around nightfall. Fire
mwﬂmsmhqumit jailbreak - s P v
revocation. Torre said they wandered
Eleven people have been : in the dark until they found
indicted on federal charges Three inmates who a cellphone signal early
including conspiracy and escaped from a West Texas Tuesday and called for
possession with intent to jail and stole a patro help. Search teams assisted
distribute cocaine. have been recaptured fol- by a heljcopter fauqd
State charges of delivery lowing an Interstate 10 the family and provided
of a controlled substance chase that left a deputy them with blankets, food
and conspiracy have been hurt. and water. None of them
filed with prosecutors in - __ 1ne Hudspeth County needed to be hospitalized.
Pecos and Monahans. Sheriff’s Office said the
TABC said the Odessa- jailbreak happened Monday DALLAS
related investigation also night as three men Wil'- Mom seeks leniency
involved El Paso, Austin powered two guards. A f ke lnsd
and San Antonio. spokesman for the sheriff’s  for woman who glu
Names of the suspects office did not immediately kid’s hands
and further details weren’t  Provide further details early
immediately released Tuesday. Officials said a
Tuesday. deputy suffered a shoulder A Dallas woman who
injury in a wreck during the  admitted beating her
AUSTIN pursuit. 2-year-old daughter and
o _4s Hudspeth County, in far gluing her hands to a wall
AP exam participation  west Texas near El Paso, is “not a monster” and
- has gained attention in deserves probation, the
P 4 percent in Texas recent years for celebrity child’s grandmother told a
_ . arrests in drug cases. judge Tuesday.
BeTe?stssay;ltihc ﬂgm*l Singer-songwriter Fiona Elizabeth Escalona faces
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sioner Michael Williams * ON-SITE LAB ; ”“”"".%SETEE PHYSICAL :% e
said Tuesday that College | .Sk PROCEDURES  — g ok
Board data shows 194,391 * WELL WOMEN PHYSICAL * ALLERGY
students took 350,766 AP | "POCEIURES * PREVENTATIVE CARE * CHOLESTEROL
exams during the 2011- Family Practice & Internal Medicine
2012 school year. Heart & Lung Diseases * Colon & Stomach Conditions
He said performance Diabetes & Endocrine * Arthritis
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It’s Time to Clean it Up!

Join the Make A Difference Day Annual Fall
Cleonup on Sc‘urday,, October 20th

from probation to life in
prison, and prosecutors are
seeking a 45-year prison
sentence. She pleaded
guilty in July to felony
injury to a child. |
S — Jate: Uet:13, 2812
old mother attacked ( .
Jocelyn Cedillo in Septem- — Ill S &
ber 2011 because she was _J ||l ¥
mad about potty training , ..%
lems. == -
p“l;‘:rhoc records show that fime: 12:00 — 8:00 b.m.
Escalona’s other children |
told authorities she kicked 510.00 Plates
Jocelyn in the stomach
and hit her with a jug of
milk. They said Escalona
then glued Jocelyn’s hands
to the wall with a type of
strong adhesive commonly
known as Super Glue.
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If you would like to speak to a member of the
Better Schools for a Better Midland Committee.
call 432-242-1367 or

email, forabettermidland@gmail.com

EARLY VOTING BEGINS OCT.22
ELECTION DAY NOV.6
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® A forum on ‘Hispanics in
America: Past, Present and Future’
will be §:30-11 a.m. today in room
101 of the F. Marie Hall Academic
" Building at Midiang College.

The free event will begin with
breakiast at 9:30 a.m. and a panel
discussion with Lee Aimaguer, MC
Snmmmm Frank De La

ucmw and Yolanda
Ramirez, director of allied
health at Odessa

muunhmudbym‘s
Hispanic Heritage Committee and
MC President Steve Thomas. It will
be moderated by Alejandfo Pariente
of Univision.

For more information, call com-
munity iaison Mary Gonzales at
685-6023

® A seminar on prevention of
youth suicide and a panel discussion
on and treatment of sui-
cidal ideation are planned for 1:30-3
p.m. Thursday at BCA Permian Basin,
3300 S. FM 1788.

The event will feature Elizabeth
Garza, a consultant with 18;
Keith Morehouse, CEO of Perm-
ian Basin; Dr.Nadeem Bhatti, BCA's
medical director; Shawn Nethery,
BCA's director of nursing; and Jason
Carmichael, BCA's clinical director.

Lunch will be served at 1 p.m. and
registration will begin at that time.
For more information, contact Sheila
Hunt at 254-9234 or sheila.hunt@
bca-corp.com.

m The city of Midiand is seeking
applicants for the third class of
Midiand 101, a program aimed
at familiarizing residents with the
structure, function and purpose of
city government, and to equip and
encourage them to assume leader-
ship roles.

Applications are being accepted
at City Hall, 300 N. Loraine St., or
www.midlandtexas.gov. Class size is
limited. Application deadline has been
extended through Oct. 19.

The class will meet 10 a.m.-3 p.m.
once a month. For more information,
call 685-7200.

& Midiand County Public Library
s hosting a fall festival 2-4 p.m. Oct.
27.The event will include an obstacle

course, crafts, balloons, face painting
and treats. Kids may wear their
688-4323.

Also, the library is collecting non- |

perishable food items for the West
Texas Food Bank through Oct. 31.

@ The George W. Bush Childhood
Home monthly reading event is
planned for 4:30-5:30 p.m. Oct. 18.

This month's featured book is “The
Halloween House.” Each child will
receive a copy of the book. Refresh-
ments will be served.

To make a reservation, call 685-
1112

Today’s meetings

= Overeaters Anonymous, noon,
B&J Plaza, 206 N. Midkiff Road, Suite
1-D; 553-1031.

= The Knot Adoption Support
Group, 11:30 a.m., First Presbyterian
Church; Kathy Hagler, Kathy@WTIE.
net

@ Uptown Midland BPW, noon,
Petroleum Club; Glenda Knox,
686-2819.

Water worries

Based on limits set by the Colora-
do River Municipal Water District and
the amount the city can take from the
expect water delivery to be limited to
18.5 million gallons. Using more than
that figure consistently could result in
the City haiting outdoor watering.

Monday’s total: 10,608,000
(CRMWD: 7, 351,000; Paul Davis
Field: 3,257,000)

Sunday's total: 12,354,000
(CRMWD: 9,099,000; Paul Davis:
3,255,000)

Saturday's total: 12,488,000
(CRMWD: 9,225,000; Paul Davis:
3,263,000)

Friday’s total: 12,211,000
(CRMWO: 8,939,000; Paul Davis:
3,272,000)

Know a soldier
coming home?

Military families can call 3520785
or email Vickie Gomez (zemogv@
cableone.net) when they know their
soldier is flying into our airport so the
Permian Basin Welcome Home Com-
mittee can be there 1o greet them.

How to submit

@ Births. Have information and
a picture about a newborn son,
daughter, grandson or granddaughter
you want in the paper? Call Managing
Editor Mary Dearen at 687-8852.

® Education news: emall informa-
tion and photo to Mary Dearen at
mdearen @ mrt.com or Meredith
Moriak at mmoriak @ mrt.com. For

m ltems of local interest: contact
Editor Stewart Doreen at 687-8856 or
sdoreen @mrt.com.

@ Letters 1o the editor: email to
letters @ mrt.com or mail to 201 E.

linois Ave., 79701. For more informa-
tion call 687-8852.

Lottery

Pick 3 day: 9-5-3

Pick 3 night: 7-5-3

Dally 4 day: 7-6-1-3

Daily 4 night: 8-7-0-3

Cash Five: 7-17-26-30-34

Mega Millions: 6-15-16-22-37
MB:3 Megaplier: 4

All or Nothing (moming): 1-2-5-
6-8-9-15-16-18-19-20-23

All or Nothing (day): 1-3-4-7-8-9-
12-14-15-17-18-22
:+ 1-26-

All or Nothing (evening)
8-10-11-12-13-15-16-17-19

All or Nothing (night): 1-2-5-6-8-
9-10-14-17-21-23-24

Today in History

Today is Wednesday, Oct. 10, the
284th day of 2012. There are 82 days
loft in the year. -

On this dite:

In 1911, Chinese revolutionaries
launched an which led to
the collapse of the (or Manchu)
Dynasty and the establishment of the
Republic of hina
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| will be _

for homes that are privately built and

purchased by a mortgage- -approved buyer
anywhere in the city, according to the

P e
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“A land tract available close to the rail
| that makes it feasible in the first place,
that’s hard to find,” Goree said. “This is
where we're based, in Midland. Obvi-
ouslymwamwbelbktoerovldcthese

services in Midland-Odessa. bird Lane, respectively.

In other business, council members The Rust O1l Corp. well would be lo-
authorized the jon of $41,600 cated about 760 feet to the east of the new
toward the Home Investment Partnership Midland Bible Church under

Reservation System Participant construction, according to , and is
(RSP) Program for low-income home- located near Mayor Wes Perry’s house and

buyer assistance. Up to $20,000, plus
$800 in administration fees per project,
provided on a case-by-case basis plans. _ _
Resident Chris McIntosh expressed his
concern about the possible well.
“It’s a brand new, developing area,” he

resolution.

The $41,600 provides short-term up-
front financing of the expenses, which will

be reimbursed by the state through the
nt of Housing and Com-

munity Affairs RSP program, Sylvester Apartme
Cantu, commmlty development manager,

Texas

said.

“Since it is case-by-case, we're going
to have to go in front of you each time,”

Cantu said to the council.
The city’

Community Develop

These grants provide up to $5,000 in
assistance for those who meet certain the projec
criteria for homes built since 1978. About
a dozen have been granted this year, but Crump
that program alone has not been enough & Reappo
in Midland’s current economic situation,
1 Cantu said.
“It’s very limited and not enough money
to really get somebody into a house given
our situation right now,” he said. “It’s not
enough to put a dent in the situation.”

The council also:

s Community Development
| office has had a homebuyer assistance
| program throughout Midland in the
past through federal money provided by
ment Block Grants.

sald

30 days.

# Gave unanimous
nt Homes for zoning
allow the company

lHeldlpublxhnmn.m Cl),g
BlmtcmEm;y

Corp. to drill o1l and gas welhvlthmcl
limits — mtheenﬂndeofﬂaﬂlhﬁd-
land Drive north of M
and on the west side of the extension of
North Garfield Street north of Mocking-

Lane,

Midland Classical Academy. Perry left the
council chambers during discussion on the

The permits will be brought back to the
council after a required wmung period of

approval to Weidner
that will

complex near Wadley Avenue and Loop

250. Weidner brought a sight line study
before council members to assure them

that the planned three-story buildings will

not allow renters to see into nearby yards.
@ Gave final approval to Insignia Hospi-
tality Group for a zone change in regards
to a Holiday Inn Express planned for the
north side of Crump Street, just west of
Rankin Highway. Engineers working on
ject have said that the group has
future plans to add a second hotel on
Street.
inted Elvin Brownlee III, of
Andrews, and Luis E. Elguezabal, of San

Angelo, to the Permian Basin Airpo

Board;

reappointed Pete Huldcr and John
Kennedy to the Tax Increment Reinvest-
ment Zone board; and appointed Ken
Burgess to the TIRZ board.

to construct a 290-unit

From 1A

by running hard to his
right and painting him as a
closet moderate.

Unlike Cruz, Sadler said
he’s not interested in “lead-
ing a national movement,
just winning a Senate seat.”

A native Texan, Sadler
moved frequently as a
youngster, even spend-
ing a year of high school
in Ventura, Calif., where
he was friends with actor
Kevin Costner. He gradu-
ated from Baylor Univer-
sity and Law School before
settling in the East Texas
town of Henderson with
his wife, Shern.

Sadler said the national
Democratic Party hasn’t
backed him financially, and
Texas Democratic donors
are giving more to out-
of-state-candidates whose
races look winnable. He
has therefore struggled to
stay relevant against Cruz.

In the Texas House,
Sadler chaired the power-
ful Public Education Com-
mittee where he helped
approve a property tax
cut while securing three
straight pay increases for
teachers.

Sadler worked with
Republican state Sen. Bill
Ratliff to pass an over-
haul of the Texas educa-
tion system in 19935 that
reduced regulations and
returned more control to
local school districts. As a
demonstration of biparti-
sanship, then-Texas Gov.
George W. Bush signed the
measure into law in Hen-
derson, declaring that it
was “not a Republican bill

| or a Democrat bill. This is

a Texas bill.”

Such an event likely
wouldn’t fly today. Said
Ratliff: “Those were dif-
ferent times, before the ex-
tremists got in control of at
least the primary process,
if not the entire process.”

Nonetheless, Sadler rou-
tinely praises the woman

mi]][:"

Cruz wins small business
association endorsement

he’d like to replace,
Republican U.S. Sen. Kay
Bailey Hutchison, for
championing responsible
public works projects and
protecting Texas military
bases

He hasn’t always been
so cordial with his oppo-
nents, though. Longtime
Texas Monthly columnist
Paul Burka remembers
a 1997 hearing when
Sadler unleashed such a
tongue lashing on former
Continental Airlines CEO
Gordon Bethune that some
called him “Gordon Buf-
foon” afterward.

“Sadler just ambushed
him, and he’s very smart so
it was awful for Bethune,”
Burka said. -

Ratliff said Sadler
wasn’t above occasional
legislative arm-twisting
of both Republicans and
Democrats to get his way:
“He did it with a lot of
skill and sometimes a lot
of intimidation.”

Now 57, Sadler said he

has mellowed with age.
“There are times in the
process when you’ve got to
get in people’s face and say
“That’s enough,” he said.
“But that really comes with
respect. You can’t stand up
and say ‘Enough’ unless
you’ve been fair up to that

VA TP Mg
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Still, some of the old fire
emerged during a debate
last week, when Sadler
dismissed Cruz as a “troll.”
Sadler now said he regrets
saying that.

He admits to having
to reintroduce himself to
voters who have forgotten
— or aren’t old enough to
remember — his record.

In 2001, a car wreck left
Sadler’s then 10-year-old
son Sam in a coma for 64
hours. Sadler announced
the following year that he
wasn’t running again.

“I knew the minute that
Sam got hurt, it was over,”
he said. “But even before
then, I used to tell my
friends that the hardest part
of serving in the Legisla-
ture was backing out of
the driveway and saying
goodbye to my children
and my family.”

Now that his five kids
are grown, Sadler said he
has no such concerns. He
ran unsuccessfully in 2004
to replace 'Ratliff after he
resigned from the Texas
Senate and acknowledges
that another defeat is likely
this time.

“It’s worth the fight,”
Sadler said. “I think we
have serious issues that we
need to resolve, and I don’t
think sticking your head in
the sand resolves them.”

By Tyler White

twhite@mrt.com

A man was sentenced last week to 15
years in prison by Judge Robert Moore
after a jury found him guilty on two
counts of aggravated assault with a deadly
weapon, according to a press release from
the Midland County District Attorney’s

Office.

William Whitfield had been accused of
cutting and stabbing a man at a Midland
bar in March. The trial began Oct. 2; de-
liberations occurred the next day.

The jury convicted Whitfield for his
role in an assault that took place on March
18 at Zac’s Club. Whitfield attacked two
people with a knife, cutting dnd stabbing
them with intent to cause serious bodily
injury, said Assistant District Attorney

Rebecca Patterson.

Whitfield was the third of five co-defen-
dants being prosecuted for the charges, ac-
cording to the press release. Two have not

e

sentence.

yet gone to trial; the other two accepteda [ S.

plea bargain, Patterson said.
Patterson, who prosecuted the case
alongside Assistant District Attorney
Mike Rittenberry, said the evidence
included an overwhelming amount of
testimony ﬁ?m eygwitnesses.

Man sentenced to 15 years for aggravated assault

Whitfield will be eligible
after serving a minimum of

na o his

In a separate case, a 39-year-old man
was sentenced Oct. 4 to more than 19
years in federal prison after pleading
guilty to drug distribution charges.

U.S. District Judge Robert A. Junell
sentenced Jesus Astorga Samaniego, of
Mexico, to 235 months in federal prison
for his leadership role in a drug distribu-
tion ring in Odessa, according to a press
release from the Department of Justice.

Junell also ordered Samaniego to be
placed under supervised release for five
years after serving his time in prison.

Samaniego pleaded guilty Dec. 16,
2011, to one count of conspiracy to pos-
sess with intent to distribute five kilo-
grams or more of cocaine. Junell found
that Samaniego was responsible for more
than 50 kilograms of cocaine, according to
the press release.

In addition to
ordered Samaniego to forfeit $17,732 in

currency that was seized the day of
his arrest and a Ford F-150 King
pickup, according to the press

Samaniego was the last of nine people
convicted in the case. The other defen-
dants received sentences ranging
to 121 months, according to the release.

prison time, Junell

Ranch
release.
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, I By Sara Higgins

Rick Moore, flight nurse, from left, Kenneth Hawley, EMT and

flight paramedic, and Joe Harper, EMT, flight paramedic, train
'T&qmmw&nmmzﬂmam

Tim Fischer/ Reporter-Telegram

2-year-old burn victim they had to pick up in a helicopter with
AreoCare.
I FromlA =~ — teaching tool,” she said.
AeroCare paramedics
just working with manne- and nurses complete bian-
quins,” Moore said. “This  pual simulated training in
patient reacts to everything  Midland or Lubbock and
we do the same way a biannual human cadaver
(real) person would, but training in Lubbock, Vale-
we’re able to-practice on riano said.
them and not make mis- “The abality to practice
takes on a real person.” on lifelike simulated pa-
Hall attended Tuesday’s tients that can cry, breathe
training session and said and talk is very beneficial
she was “blown away” for our employees,” he
watching the professionals  said.
work through the toddler “We're glad that some of
scenario and another in- our crews will be able to
volving an adult patient. complete their traiming at
“What an influential Midland College now.”

More technology
lanned for new library

shiggins@mrt.com

With radio-frequency identification tags in their rearview
mirror, mémbers of the Midland County Library

make the new library a state-of-the-art destinatioh.

- Many volunteers and staff members spent hours to
update more than 183,000 items in the hibrary’s collection
with RFID tags that will allow self-checkouts and easier
inventory checks. The rolled out Monday in the
downtown branch, library director John Trischatta I1l told
the board at its Tuesday meeting.

County commissioners also agreed on Monday to spend
almost $300,000 on interactive card catalogues to be used
in the new library.

Instead of submitting queries to a traditional computer,
the library will have an interactive touchscreen that gives
patrons directions to a specific stack when they search for a

book, Trischitti told the board. The monitors also will serve

as digital signage when not in use and be able to advertise
future events at the library, as well as show weather and
time and whether any rooms are currently occupied in the
building.

“It’s going to open up what we’re able to offer the pa-
trons when it comes to information,” Trischitti said.

The main display, which has been dubbed a “totem”
by library representatives for its cylindrical shape, will
provide a large welcome to library patrons using mulitiple
screens, according to information technology project man-
ager Jason Bates. There will be three stations, each with
two monitors placed one above the other. The lower level
of touchscreens can be used to search for books, while the
top three will permanently be used for display.

The same presentation is extended into the library’s
stacks with small monitors located at the end of rows.

The screens will allow library staff to create tailor-made

displays for events and other tidbits directly related to each

section, as well as provide a more convenient experience
for patrons looking for books nearby.

Two large monitors near the tﬁtem will provide a word
game for children that can be played in both English and
Spanish, Bates said. Kids will be able to manipulate letters
on the touch screen to form words for points that will then
be checked in real time by dictionary.com. Playful compe-
tition will be encouraged with a high score list.

Array is the digital interactive signage company that will
create all of the interactive content; Vyopta, out of San An-
tonio, will provide the software and integration, Bates said.
| The purchase of library furniture was also permitted
by commissioners at a cost of $360,000, which purchas-
| ing agent Monte Jamison attained through state contracts.

He also was granted a request to release a proposal for
$424,000, giving companies the chance to bid on provid-
ing items not included in the state contract. The purchases
will include shelving and woodwork, along with chairs and
other conventional furniture items.
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Mack A. Brodnex, 61, was arrested on a charge of
theft and possession of a controlled substance less than one
gram. |
Dustin W. Burkeen, 24, was arrested Monday on a
possession of marijuana greater than four ounces but less
five pounds.

Joshua D. Cooks, 25, was arrested Monday on a charge of
sexual assault and violation of probation.
Christopher M. Marchan, 29, was arrested Monday on
muma-mmmmm
uﬂ'&"Mm ested Monday charge

, Was ar ona

of unauthorized use of a vehicle.

Eidon L. Shipman, 59, was arrested Monday on a charge of
credit card abuse or debit card abuse.

Richard T. m 19, of Midiand, was arrested Sunday o a
charge of violation of probation.

Source: Midiand County Sheriffis Office
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capsule.
Crews filling the
feed showed a crane hold-
ing the silver capsule off

the

team'’s discovery
that it had lost one of two
ndlmm“tl;hc::ulcmda
problem capsule
itself delayed the decision
tohepnﬁlhngﬂwbaﬂoon,
pushing the mission close
to a noon cutoff for launch.

“It was just a situation
where it took too long,”
the crew — which worked B‘;ssi‘:ilmmlogiﬂ Don

night Monday — y
all night Monday —108¢t ™ After sitting fully suited

The cancellation came a up in his capsule for nearly

; 45 minutes, Baumgartner
day after organizers post- left the capsule and de-

near the airport in Roswell, poned the launch because S WO

NM. of high winds. They sched- B oo 0 1AUACh SHLE In his
The wind rushed so fast uled the Tuesday launch speaking to reporters

that it spun the still-inflating  for 6:30 a.m. near the flat mf;smwb

balloonas if it was a giant  dusty town best known for cnc:gydrinkmakchedy

plastic grocery bag, raising  a rumored UFO landing Bull, was supposed to

concemns at mission control  in 1947. High winds kept be broadcast live on the

about whether it was dam-  the mission in question for  ernet using nearly 30

aged from the jostling. hours. _ cameras on the capsule.
The balloon is so delicate When winds died down,

SRyl - “Samgutne O.0miw - | ESTEE LALIDER

BI}_VA Compass IEJXE

GIFT

24 month CD - 1.25% APY

—Lid o . In today’s environment, a competitive
ore 334 Oauaas T rate is hard to find. Until Now.

1-800-COMPASS « bbvacompass.com

banking buiit for you: |

Accounts subject to approval $500 minimum balance required to
New & Al Time Favorite Characters eam the advertised Annual Percentage Yield (APY). APY accurate

GREAT HOURSI as of 10/V/2012. Rates are subject to change. Substantial penatty for

11 am.-3 p.m.. Sunday limitations may apply. See branch for details. BBVA Compass opens

' 3410 S. Co. Rd. 12153 5 a trade name of Compass Bank. a member of the BBVA Group.
[VIEW Compass Bank. Member FDIC.
m | 694-7687

THE MWMMM AHERICA

. | COMMEMORAT AIR FORCE
ton |
ler | L
~ W
- o
pend |
ised PRESENTED BY
Ler, |
ves
 for a Western Bank

Aeroshell Aerobatic Team

szﬁ

ROBIN RUTH

O Our Best Sellers
' | o Choose Your Cift |
Free with any Estée Lauder
. purchase of $35.00 or more.
j Worth over $95.00

30 pounds by Thanksgiving!"

tise s &80, : LOSEgso pounds by Christmas!’

e

11 a.m.-7 p.m., Mon.-Sat. OSY VISPV TSI A0S SECAICH SRS O SRS LW (432) 682-5369 - 2101 WEST WADLEY, SUITE 16

Come See Us FIRST befors you CD accounts that have no certificate known as Time Deposits or MIDLAND, TX 79705
rent or buy for Halloween! TDs. CDs are FDIC insured up to appiicable limits. BBVA Compass WWW.JULIANGOLD.COM

Another MRC
Success Story!

the
> “With Metabolic Research
' Center, I've been able to
ole accomplish things that
man- I once never thought
- possible!”
» the
For years, |'ve tried to lose
weight, never experiencing much
de success. Now, after shedding 60
cach pounds and over 61 inches, I've
i gone from a size 14 to a size 6!
rd Commemorative Air Force The program was so easy for
nd . . ' me to follow, and the consultants
tters Midland International Alrport constantly provided me with a
n . !
- Between Midland & Odessa prruete o ey s
- Ifl | love th lothes
- Buy Tickets Today! @ me now, and | sm happler then
said. " _ I've been in a long time. Thank
L- Adults:$15 Adv./$20 Gate g you, MRC! __
;c:ts. KIUS:(AgeB 6-1 2):$5 Julie Clark’s T-34 ™ Bet?ys - CurentTexas Cient
id-
s and (Ag . © & UNGer):Free « INCREASE Metabolism
» Active Military (With 1.D.): Free n _* HIGH Energy Levels.
a— * Korean War & World War |l SUPER SATURPAY... : =g Sﬂ“"e,,‘i‘;ﬂ"';“g
l veterans plus one guest: Free 7 Hours of Flying 0 S s Ensrcias .
' T hase tickets: DAY TO NIGHT SHOW L EATResiFood o ‘ Se Habla €
- » PRI LTIN ] (1- 8 p.m-) * ONE-ON-ONE Consulting . Espaﬁo|
o - Call (888) 945-3008 | with an MRC Specialist
of * www.airsho.org \ s JF
* Also at local 7-Eleven,
oy Domino’s Pizza & Jet School Bus FREE CONSULTATION
- pi e i Bank Give Us A Call Today, Start Losing Tonight!
ki Midland ﬂfﬁ?};ﬁ Odessa
il WEIGHT LOSS SPECIALISTSE
L 432-360-4125 e 432-360-4191
A

Lhu-nn- fRacebook

* Resuts ot yosca' On MetaShe®  most chents can expect 10 loae 1-2 s :I—Il




" OPINION

Midland Reporter-Telegram | mywesttexas.com/opinion | Wednesday, October 10, 2012 | Page 6A

Romney is on the verge of breaking a barrier

B 2012 election is diversity
bonanza: Voters either will re-elect
nation’s first black president or elect
first Mormon president.

t the Democratic National Conven-
Ation. I noticed a campaign button

with President Obama’s picture on
it and the words: “Keep the Dream Alive.”

I thought to myself, that’s an odd thing
to say. Is anyone really trying to kill “the
Dream” so that it needs protection?

Is Mitt Romney a “dream” killer? Are
his supporters? '

Of course not. But what about the idea
of extending the dream to more people? Is
this game of making history only for some
groups of Americans, or can anyone play?
And if anyone could play, what if the
trailblazer belonged to an opposing party,
a minority that is not often thought of as
aggrieved or both?

What if there was a presidential candi-
date who had the chance to break a barrier
and become the first of his kind to occupy
the Oval Office? What if breaking that
barrier was especially significant because

RUBEN
NAVARRETTE

Washington Post
Writers Group

the candidate was part of a community
that had known prejudice, intolerance and
discrimination in the United States for
more than a century? What if breaking -
this barrier had the potential to empower
millions of Americans and make this a
better country by taking a step toward ful-
filling the promise of equal opportunity?
And what if the left either didn’t notice or
didn’t care?

During an appearance on “The To-
night Show,” Ann Romney compared
the election of her husband, Mitt, with
the election of Barack Obama four years
ago. When asked by host Jay Leno what
she thought would be the significance of
Americans breaking another barmer and
electing the first Mormon president, she
said it would show “that prejudices are

being left behind.”

Ann Romney makes a fair point. In
2012, from the looks of it, the prejudices
that many have against Mormons are still
pretty ingrained. Representing an esti-
mated 2 percent of the U.S. population,
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints is still a mystery to many Ameri-
cans. Some look upon it with skepticism,

‘others suspicion. I would imagine that

most Americans,don’t harbor any personal
animosity toward Mormons. But many of
us have questions and we don’t have that
many Mormon friends who can answer
them.

There was a time when one would have
thought that having a Mormon seek a
presidential nomination — in two suc-
cessive election cycles — would be a
teaching moment for the country, It hasn’t
worked out.that way. )

And I don’t know about you, but I -
haven’t heard this point made in the
mainstream media — that electing Mitt
Romney the first Mormon president would
serve the country’s ideals, as much as
electing the first African-Amencan did
four years ago.

Don’t misunderstand. This issue isn’t

whether Romney would make a good

president — or, for that matter, whether

Obama has been one. L
Those are important questions that vot-

‘ers have to sort out in the next month. The

remaining debates can help. This is

two
“about something else. This is about break-

ing barriers, and how intoxicating the
concept is to some people. One explana-
tion for this oversight is that the Romney-
Ryan campaign appears to be downplay-
ing Romney’s religion. And why is that?
Could it be because some GOP canﬁwn
strategists somewhere decided that
negatives outnumbered the positive? One
of the groups that are the most skeptical
about Mormons is evangelical Christians,
who make up a major constituency in the

Tt shon o4
ink about where we have amrived. It’s

a diversity bonanza. Americans are about
to choose between re-electing the first
African-American president and electing
the first Mormon president. If you’re one
of those people who care about diversity
and expanding opportunity — and if you
like it when America experiences the
“first” this and the “first” that — this is a
good place to be. Let’s enjoy the moment.

OUR VIEW

Hispanics deserve better
than what Obama delivered

One of the more politically driven, overreaching executive

orders we can remember went into effect last August, and so

far, the program designed to show younger illegal immi-
grants a path out of the shadows isn’t coming close to generating
the interest that some had hoped for.

Under the program, undocumented immigrants under the age of
31 can take part in the program that would keep them from being
deported for two years with renewable work permits. On the sur-
face, this looks like an easy path to a type of amnesty.

Participants may not receive U.S. citizenship, but with renewable
work permits, the illegal immigrants can live without fear of being
deported for as long as they wish if they keep a track record of
work and don’t cause trouble or break laws.

According to U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, up to
1.7 million youth could benefit under the Obama administration’s
deferred action program. However, just more than 82,000 requests
were submitted during the first month of the program.

Local officials are telling us that the decision to fill out the
program’s form is one that undocumented immigrants are having
trouble weighing against the risk of alerting the federal government
of their 1llegal status.

Basically, 1llegals are fearful of telling the government they are
here illegally, where they live and who their family is. It’s much the
same as pleading guilty to a crime to receive a lesser sentence.

This is why the greatest successes are by bringing in potential
immigrants through the tried and true immigration process. Illegal
immigrants fear being part of the system. This distrust and covert
existence 1s a dangerous lifestyle and one that we can’t support for
the security of our nation.

We realize there are thousands of illegal immigrants in our coun-
try. We think there should be a path to a productive life for those
willing to take part in a forthright manner. We want those in our
country to have a productive job and pay taxes.

We also demand that they are not connected with harmful en-
deavors such as the drug trade or other crime-related activities.

We think that if the president had wanted to get meaningful im-
migration reform passed, he should have made it a higher priority
during his first four years. Instead, he went around Congress to
score political points and attempt to secure re-election. Hispanics
deserve better than what the president has delivered.

We know Mitt Romney has said he will not overturn the execu-
tive order. We expect he will focus more on an overhaul of the
immigration system. It is the kind of leadership we need.
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B Sadler was aggressive; Cruz bordered
on condescending.

ith one U.S. Senate general-election
Wdebatc down, one to go and Democrat

Paul Sadler trying to shame Republican
Ted Cruz into more, political junkies might won-
der how many testy face-offs we can take.

As many as we can get.

Name-calling, interruptions, question-dodging
and candidates’ faulty memories aside, it’s a
rare chance for voters to see how they handle
unanticipated questions or react to being pushed
oftf-script.

That’s important to know about those seek-
ing weighty offices, although the process is not
always pretty. |

“Yuck,” was the review from Texas Monthly’s
Paul Burka on last week’s televised Belo Debate
between Cruz and Sadler.

Democratic consultant Harold Cook found the
debate’s tone “a big turn-off.”

Underdog Sadler was aggressive, interrupt-
ing when he thought Cruz gave a campaign line
instead of a real answer. Cook said Cruz bordered
on condescending. The candidates at times talked
over each other.

Still, Cook said, people should watch the next
debate Oct. 19, also televised from Dallas. KERA
1s producing it in partnership with news organiza-
tions including the San Antonio Express-News
and Houston Chronicle.

Cook agrees with Sadler that if Texans knew
about Cruz’s “fringe” positions, they wouldn’t
support him. Cruz says Sadler is pushing an “un-
apologetically liberal” view that isn’t in line with
Texans’ beliefs.

“If Sad<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>