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Hispanic groups say immi­
gration reform needed now

By HOPE YEN
Saying traditional census outreach will not be enough, Hispanic groups 

on Wednesday urged the Obama administration to follow through now on 
its pledge to pass immigration reform or risk an undercount of millions 
of people.

The National Association of Latino Elected and Appointed Officials, 
Univision Inc., the League of United Latin American Citizens and SEIU

by Mark Hugo Lopez and Liv- (45%) and that courts will treat 
ingston Hispanics fairly (49%). In com-

At a time when Latinos are parison,74% ofwhitesand37%  
interacting more than ever with of blacks say they have confi-

criminal justice system in the 
previous five years. Contact in­
cludes reporting a crime to the 
police, serving on a jury, serving 

as a sworn witness in court, 
attending court on a criminal 
matter, being questioned by 
the police, being arrested, be­
ing on probation or parole, or 
serving time in jail or prison.

This report is based on two 
surveys. The first is a bilingual 
telephone survey of a nation­
ally representative sample of 
2,015 Hispanics ages 18 and 
older. Interviews were con­
ducted from June 9 through 
July 13,2008 by the Pew His­
panic Center, a Project of the 
Pew Research Center. The

margin of error for the sample 
is plus or minus 2.8 percentage 
points at the 95% confidence 
level. The second is a Pew So­
cial and Demographic Trends 
telephone survey of a nationally 
representative sample of 3.086 
adults conducted between Sep­
tember 5 and October 6, 2007. 
The margin of error for the 
sample is plus or minus 2.5 per­
centage points at the 95% confi­
dence level.

Click here to visit the Pew 
Hispanic Center Website to 
download the full report.
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Almost 1 of 2 new Americans 
in 2008 was Latino

police, courts and prisons, their 
confidence in the U.S. criminal 
justice system is closer to the 
low levels expressed by blacks 
than to the high levels expressed 
by whites, according to a pair of 
nationwide surveys by the Pew 
Research Center.

Six-in-ten (61%) Hispanics 
say they have a great deal or a 
fair amount of confidence that 
the police in their local commu­
nities will do a good job enforc­
ing the law, compared with 78% 
of whites and 55% of blacks. 
Just under half (46%) of His­
panics say they have confidence 
that police officers will not use 
excessive force on suspects, 
compared with 73% of whites 
and 38% of blacks. Similarly, 
just under half of Hispanics say 
they are confident that police of­
ficers will treat Hispanics fairly

dence that the police will treat 
blacks and whites equally.

The report also finds that more 
than half (56%) of Latinos say 
they or an immediate family 
member had contact with the
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By SUZANNE GAMBOA 
WASHINGTON -  Hispanics 
made up nearly half of the more 
than 1 million people who be­
came U.S. citizens last year, ac­
cording to a Hispanic advocacy 
group.
The National Association of La­
tino Elected and Appointed Of­

ficials said the number of Latinos 
who became Americans in fiscal 
year 2008 more than doubled over 
the previous year, to 461,317 TTi at’s 
nearly half of the record 1,046,539 
new citizens overall in 2008, a 58 
percent increase from 2007. 
“Latinos who naturalize are eager 
to demonstrate their commitment to 
America by becoming full partici­
pants in our nation’s civic life,” said 
NALEO president Arturo Vargas, 
whose nonpartisan group works 
to improve the citizenship process 
and increase Latino participation in 
civic activities.
NALEO based its findings on 
Homeland Security Department 
data on the number of new citizens 
last year who immigrated finom 
predominantly Spanish-speaking 
countries.
In a report released in March, the 
agency attributed the record num­
ber of new citizens to the nearly 1.4 
million citizenship applications it 
received in 2007. Most were from

people who wanted to beat a $265 
increase in the citizenship applica­
tion fee, from $330 to $595.
But the department also credited 
“special efforts” by Hispanic me­
dia, community groups and a union 
with high immigrant membership, 
all of which urged eligible perma­
nent residents to pursue citizen­
ship.
In fiscal year 2008,231,815 people 
originally from Mexico became 
citizens, up almost 90 percent 
from 2007. Increases in citizenship 
among Latino immigrants from 
other countries were: 39,871 from 
Cuba, up 160 percent from the pre­
vious year; 35,796 from El Salva­
dor, up 109 percent; 17,954 from 
Nicaragua, up 120 percent; and 
17,087 from Guatemala, a 109 per­
cent rise.
Most of last year’s new Hispanic 
citizens lived in California, fol­
lowed by Florida.
Vargas cited the data to encour­
age the Obama administration and 
Congress to ease the cost of apply­
ing for immigration benefits. 
“Despite the record number of nat­
uralizations, there are still millions 
of eligible legal permanent resi­
dents who have not yet applied for 
U.S. citizenship or who encounter 
barriers in the naturalization pro-

^ o u n ce d  a grassroots campaign that would supplement Census Bureau 
efforts to reach the traditionally hard to count Hispanic community. An 
estimated 1 million Hispanics, or about 3 percent of the U.S. population, 
were missed in 2000.

“Make no mistake about it: The census cannot succeed if Latinos are 
not fully counted,” said Arturo Vargas, executive director of NALEO, 
noting that Hispanics make up half of the nation’s percentage growth. 
“We are the future of the U nit^ States.”

He said a halt to immigration raids is not enough and referred to Presi­
dent Barack Obama’s pledge on immigration reform.

“That needs to be decided today, not in the 2010 census,” Vargas said.
Ruben Keoseyan, publisher of La Raza newspaper, expressed concern 

about a mixed message where Hispanic groups work to build trust in im­
migrant communities only to have it destroyed if the government con­
ducts a raid days later. “TTie federal government plays an important role 
in augmenting what we are doing,” he said.

Commerce Secretary Gary Locke, who addressed the groups Wednes­
day, stressed that all personal information in census forms will be kept 
confidential. He noted that Obama would soon nominate a new census 
director.

“We all recognize what is at stake,” Locke said.
Census officials have acknowledged that tens of millions of residents 

in dense urban areas — about 14 percent of the U.S. population — are 
at high risk of being missed due to language problems and a deepening 
economic crisis that has displaced homeowners. They are devoting up to 
$250 million of the $ I billion in stimulus money for outreach, including 
an additional $ 13 million for Hispanic advertising.

On Wednesday, Hispanic groups said their media and education cam­
paign will extend not only to California, Texas and Florida, which have 
high numbers of Hispanics, but also to newly emerging Hispanic areas in 
Georgia, the Carolinas and Arkansas.

There are nearly 12 million illegal immigrants in the U.S., many of 
them clustered in states such as California, New Yoric, Florida and Texas, 
which stand to either lose House seats or gain fewer seats depending on 
whether their Hispanic communities are fiilly counted.

Rep. William l^cy Qay, D-Mo., who chairs a House oversight sub­
committee on the census, has proposed the government halt immigra­
tion raids — as it did in 2000 — during next year’s census to improve 
the count. The Census Bureau made such a request two years ago, but 
the request was rejected by the Bush administration, which said it would 
continue to enforce federal laws.

Hispanics travel rough road to higher education
By JEANNBE KEVER
The future of Texas is sitting in room 318 at 
Austin High School, and right now, it could go 
either way.
Students in the after-school program — His­
panic and finm low-income families, the group 
least likely to enroll in college -  are optimis­
tic.
But who knows?
“I hope to go,” says Nai Gamez, 17, a high 
school junior who dreams of being a doctor. 
Gamez has.an advantage; She is in a program 
run by the Center for Mexican-American Stud­
ies at the University of Houston, designed to 
help Hispanic students enter college and, once 
there, earn a degree. Academic Achievers is 
among dozens of programs that address one of 
the state’s most intractable education problems. 
But Hispanics, the state’s fastest-growing eth­
nic group, have fallen behind in some key areas, 
and efforts to change that remain piecemeal:
• Statewide, 68 percent of Hispanics graduate 
bum high school within four years, 10 points 
below the overall rate.
• Just 42.5 percent of Hispanics who graduated 
from high school in 2007 enrolled in college or 
a technical training program the following fall, 
compared with 45.3 percent of black students 
and 57.5 percent of white students
• Texas is “well below target” in raising the 
number of Hispanics in college, according to 
a 2008 rqwrt by the Higher Education Coor­
dinating Board. Enrollment of both white and 
black students was “somewhat above target” 
And there are no consequences for schools that 
don’t raise Hispanic enrollment
“The good news is, there’s a state goal,” said 
Paul Ruiz, co-foundCT and senior advisor to 
the Education Trust a national group that ad­
vocates for at-risk students. “The bad news is, 
the institutions don’t get it. They set goals for

Latino kids at about half the rate the state says 
we need.”
The issue is complicated by the rapid growth 
of the Hispanic population; about 36 percent of 
the Texas population is Hispanic.
“We’ve made progress,” said Raymund Pare­
des, higher education comnlissioner for Texas. 
“Our challenge is, we started so far behind, and 
the Latino population is growing so fast.” 
Unless the numbers change, the state will be 
unable to field a well-educated work force. 
“The Hispanic community is key to the eco­
nomic future of Texas,” Paredes said. 
Enrollment edging up
The state plan, known as Qosing the Gaps, be­
gan in 20W with the goal of increasing college 
enrollment to 5.7 percent of fire population by 
2015. That would raise college-going rates to 
the national average.
Over the past eight years, overall enrollment 
has edged up to 5.3 percent from 5 percent 
For Hispanics, it’s up to 3.9 percent fium 3.7 
percent
More than 1.2 million Texans enrolled in a two- 
or four-year college or technical school last fall; 
state goals call for that to reach 1.6 million by 
2015. The Coordinating Board’s own estimates 
suggest it will fall short by 300,000 students. 
Gamez, a student at Austin High School, said 
she understands why so many of her peers don’t 
go on to coUege. “They may have to work,” she 
said. “And once they get a taste of the money, 
they may decide to skip college.”
Often, no one in their family has attended col­
lege, so they don’t know the ropes.
Gamez lives with her mother and 19-year-old 
brothCT, both of whom work at a tire store. Her 
father graduated ftom college in Mexico and 
owned a tire shqj in Houston but now is in 
prison, she said. “He didn’t really get to <qjply 
his skills.”
She intends to be different

Patchwork efforts
Paredes and other higher education officials 
point to the successes.

sooner, and he has pushed for more stringent 
high school graduation requirements to better 
prepare students for college. Those took effect

Hispanic enrollment has grown fastCT than that 
of other racial or ethnic groups, and is up 50 
percent over the past five years. Two-thirds of 
the growth was at community or technical col­
leges, rather than a four-year school.
But the population has grown almost as quickly, 
wiping out much of the gains.
Paredes notes that improving college-go­
ing rates has to start in high school or even

in 2008.
The state has established counseling centers in 
250 Texas middle and high schools to improve 
college counseling. Paredes also has argued, 
with mixed success, for more financial aid. 
“Most Latino students come from poor fami­
lies, and they’ll need aid to go to college,” he 
^d. Success is relative.
The University of Texas system touts its diver­

sity, noting that in 2008, Hispanic enrollment 
was about equal to that of white students, and 
several canpises have been designated as 
among the nation’s top in awarding degrees 
to Hî anics. But most Hispanic enrollment 
is concentrated at the system’s border schools, 
including UT-Pan American (86 percent), UT- 
Brownsville (91 percent) and UT-El Paso (75 
percent).
At UT-Austin, 16 percent of students are His­
panic; at UT-Dallas, it’s 9 percent 
The flagship campus could do better. Chan­
cellor Francisco Cigairoa acknowledged. “It 
does require a real outreach effort," he said. “It 
doesn’t happen automatically.”
Which is precisely Ruiz’s point 
Ruiz, who lives in San /̂ tonio, suggests the 
state should set goals for each institution, with 
top administrators held accountable for meet­
ing them.
Janet Beinke, director of planning at the coor­
dinating board, said it’s not so easy to impose 
mandates. “What are you going to do? Take 
the money awayT’ she asked. “You have to use 
carrots.”
But Ruiz disagrees.
‘To close the Hispanic gap, institutions have to 
do things dramatically differently,” he said. 
Most rely upon a patchwork of efforts.
The University of Houston, for example, sends 
recruiters to local high schools and college fairs, 
said Jeff Fuller, din^or of smdent recniitmenl 
Its major outreach comes through the (Center 
for Mexican-American Studies, which began 
its first program at Jackson Middle School 
more than 20 years ago.
Progress has been slow.
Multiple stumbling blocks 
About 20 percent of UH students are Hispanic, 
up only slightly over the last five years. (About 
40 percent of Harris County residents are His­
panic.) But that was still enough to earn a place

among the top 20 colleges and universities 
awarding degrees to Hispanic students, accord­
ing to Tte Hispanic Outlook in Higher Educa­
tion magazine.
The numbers are sli t̂ly higher at the Uni­
versity of Houston-Downtown, which has its 
own outreach programs. About 36 percent of 
students there are Hispanic.
Rebeca Trevino, who manages the Center for 
Mexican-American Studies’Academic Achiev­
ers program, said several factors hold Hispanic 
students back, including money and a lack of 
role models.
Language, high school preparation and immi­
gration issues all can be stumbling blocks, as 
well.
“Most of our students are the first in their fam­
ily to go to college,” Trevino said. ‘They need 
people they can relate to.”
A new tradition
Irene Avellaneda, 18, found that in ha brother. 
Hector.
But when Hector Avellaneda, now 22, walked 
onto the Texas A«feM campus in 2004, he had to 
forge his own path.
The eldest of three children, he was the first in 
his family to finish high school. College was 
foreign territory.
“The first semester and first year were kind of 
rough,” he said.
His GPA dipped to 175 that first semester -  
not terrible, but below the 3.0 his scholarships 
required -  and he was placed on probation.
But he turned that around and will graduate in 
May, just as Irene finishes her first year at UH- 
Downtown.
“Hector was a big inspiration,” his sister said. 
“The younger siblings are always going to lode 
up to the older.”
That now goes double for their youngest sib­
ling, 14-year-old Moses.
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The Our Father

Guest Commenta
LATINOS AND THE LA 

OF LARGE NUMBERS
B y H enry C isneros, E xecutive C hairm an, 

C ity  V iew
I offer here a bold assertion -  that the concept of the “Law of Large 

Numbers,” as it applies to the Latino population of the United States must 
and will result in extraordinary changes in our society as a whole.

Simply put, the Law of Large Numbers means that quantitative changes 
inevitably bring forth qualitative changes. In this context, the Census Bu­
reau’s mid-range estimate that the nation’s Latino population will consti­
tute 25 percent of the U.S. population in 2050 is a startling statistic, with 
startling implications.

My own conclusion is that in order for the United States as a country 
to continue to advance in this century, it will be necessary for the Latino 
community within it to advance far beyond its present condition.

What do I mean by America’s^dvance? I use the term to mean the con­
tinuance of the nation’s historic path of growth, progress and greamess. 
These are generalizations, but are broadly understood to be the large-scale 
descriptions of nations, identifying eras and defining periods of excel­
lence. Over the last century, the United States has led the world in growth, 
has embodied the ethic of progress and has measured up to a millenrual 
standard of greamess that compares favorably with the legendary nation­
states of world history.

Since the 1900s, the forces of economic dominance, scientific prow­
ess, cultural influence, educational opportunity, broad political consensus, 
demographic vigor, military strength and leadership projection, have con­
verged to produce achievements in every field of human endeavor and 
demonstrated a path toward similar achievements in other nations.

A relevant question is how long such greamess can be sustained.
Did the turn of the “American Century” in 2000 bring the end of Amer­

ica’s leadership? Will the United States share the experience of Old Eu­
rope and Great Britain in the 1800s? Do global forces push China and 
India forward so rapidly as to eclipse the American Era?

The answers to those questions bear greatly on the quality of life for all 
Americans, who must recognize such answers will in large part be deter­
mined by whether or not the most rapidly growing population group in 
the nation, the American Latino community, is encouraged to contribute 
to the economic energy, the technological creativity and social cohesion 
of the country -  or continue on a path of under-education, under-produc­
tivity and alienation.

Consideration of these issues drives me to the following conclusions:
First, the Hispanic population is becoming so large that the aforemen­

tioned Law of Large Numbers comes into effect Latinos will move the 
national averages in almost every measurable category of American life 
-  economic, social indicators and educational attainment.

Second, the youthfulness and rapid growth of Latinos in and of itself 
can be major assets to the United States. The Census Bureau reports that 
between 2000 and 2007 the white non-Hispanic population declined in 
16 states and the white non-Hispanic population under age 15 declined in 
42 states. By contrast, many of the states and cities that grew did so prin­
cipally because of the influx and internal growth of Latino population.

Whatever the challenges the U.S. faces, and there are many, the stagna­
tion of population decline, the contracting effects of shrinking markets 
and the constraints of unavailable workers, all factors evidenced in other 
major first-world countries, need not be our national pattern. Latinos rep­
resent youthful energy, the hunger of ambition, willingness to work, and 
family and community striving for a better life.

Third, the traits just mentioned can be converted into a much more pow­
erful and contributory force, but only when there is full Latino acceptance 
of a major role in building a national future. In a world such as ours, when 
other nations, especially the Pacific-rim powertiouses, are surging to the 
forefront, it is hard to imagine an American future of robust competitive­
ness if a population growing to one-quarter of its people remains in its 
present state of underperfonnance.

Latino activism must shift ftom asking America’s help for Latinos out 
o f fairness or humanitarian instincts to an agenda of reinforcing our ca­
pacity to help build the nation in which we have a stake. That requires 
an unabashed commitment to the quality of public education, to higher 
education, to entrepreneurship, political advocacy and leadership devel­
opment.

Latinos are now ready to accept responsibility for helping build the 
American future. They have already proven this in military service. Sig­
nificantly, they work hard in jobs that others will not do. Their strong 
family ethic involves seeking a better life for their children and encourag­
ing ambition and achievement They understand sacrificing today for a 
chance at a better future.

Many have consciously chosen to come here because they know it is 
a better life for their families than in any other country. They have made 
courageous decisions and risked dangers, which most Americans never 
have to think about, much less act upon, in order to be here. American 
Latinos, with understanding from American society, can and will do their 
part to sustain America’s growth, progress and greatness.

Finally, American society can choose this outcome for the nation by ac­
cepting a straightforward proposition: by remaining open to the prospect 
of a truly inclusive society, with faith in education and talent unleashed, 
the nation’s best days are ahead. From World War II on, the nation’s pro­
gressive instincts spurred the expansion of the middle class by means 
such as the G.I. BiU, a commitment to home ownership and the idea of 
the minimum wage.

Those same instincts supported a drive for a more just society, with the 
Civil Rights movement, the women’s movement and the environmental 
movement.

Now, in the wake of a hotly contested and divisive presidential cam­
paign. Latinos must ask American society to reinvigorate its progressive 
instincts, to tirelessly keep open the path to the middle class, to invest in 
public schools, to improve access to higher education, to invest in the 
infrastructure of commerce and trade and to sustain the American belief 
in a future even greater than its past.

(Henry Cisneros of San Antonio, former Secretary of the U.S. Depart­
ment of Housing and Urban Development, is executive chairman of 
City View, funding homebuilders to develop the American Dream. Email: 
gpaniagua@cityview.com)
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By: YsidroGutienez
Its Easter Season and there is nothing more 

appropriate to write about than the joy that Eas­
ter brings. Last week 1 share what 1 learn from 
the Catholic Catechism about Holy Week. 1’ 
like to express my gratitude to the readers of 
El Editor for their kind words and prayers. A 
couple of friends suggested 1 write at lea.st one 
more article fitting to the celebration. 1 believe 
the most fitting topic for the season is, “The 
Lord’s Prayer" so here it goes.

The Lord’s Prayer gets its name from it 
author, the Lord Jesus. Therefore the first 
point we must make about it is that its words 
are of Divine origin and like all things bom 
of Heaven, it is miraculous. The miracle of it 
quickly becomes obvious to those who love the 
Lord. The Prayer has the power to convert the 
sinners heart and sooth the minds of saints. It 
has the power to heal pain and suffering and to 
take away grief, anger, bitteness and hate. It 
is a miracle that an adult can spend a lifetime 
meditating on its few lines and words yet a 
child can easily commit its lines to memory. 
Another important miraculous aspect is that in 
its short lines -  the whole of the Old and New 
Testaments can be clearly seen.

Easter is about Faith that gladdens the heart 
and so is the Lord’s Prayer. The Bible says 
Faith comes firom hearing the word of God (Ro­
mans 10-17) and defines faith as “the assurance 
of things hoped for and evidence of things not 
seen’’ (Heb 11:1). To pray the Our Father is 
an act of faith. When we turn to God in prayer 
- we believe.

It was God the Holy Spirit who inspired 
the sacred authors to record the Lord’s words 
for us in Scripture. It was a Divine and fircely 
given gift of (jrace for all generations unto the 
end of time. Its words are written in Matthew 
6: 9-13. This is the long version used by the 
Church. The shorter version is found in the 
Gospel of Luke 11:14. The two are one as 
the four Gospels are one.

Most Qristians seldom take the time to 
reflect upon the words that make the Prayer 
miraculous but we should. Let’s take the 
first word as an example. The word “Our” is 
plural. Our refers to afl people everywhere in 
all times and places past, present and future. 
“Our,” is an inclusive word -  no one is left 
out It implies that Jesus desires that His people 
pray togeflier and promised that where two 
or more ate gathered in His name -  there He 
shall be present in their midst “Our” is about

His adopted children, and we are brothers and 
sisters and Jesus is our brother. Weaief^y 
if He is “Our Father” “Our”isnon-judgmental. 
Everyone is included: sinners and saints alike. 
The prayCT is for everyone. All ate equal before 
God. He loves us all. “Our’’makes the whole 
group-

“ONF’. In Jesus’ prayer, we are of one 
mind, one heart, one body, one people; we ate 
a family. “Our” is an expression of the “here 
and now” - this moment this hour, this day. 
There is no past nor future in eternity -  only the 
present It is the same Yesterday, Today, and 
FwevCT.

The second word in the prayer is ‘Father.” 
This is really important for C^tians to un­
derstand. Jesus is the first person in Scripture 
(indeed m History) to refer to God as “Father.” 
No one prior to Jesus ever spî e of God as 
Abba Faflier. This is a “New” teaching and an 
essential element of the New Covenant In the 
Old Testament we don’t see men and women of 
God pay to the Lord in this way. Jesusopened 
up to us new and greater paths of intimacy with 
God -  our Father. A Father stays with His 
children. He will not leave you orphan. He 
will never forget His own. As our Father, he 
loves us. He cares for us, guards us, provides 
for us, loves us, and protects us. He gives us 
all that a Father would give His own children, 
(jod chastises those He loves and draws them 
unto Himself. Here was one of the inqxirtant 
clues of the new and everlasting covenant of 
faith which (}od had promised centuries earlier. 
That He would write His Wwd in our hearts. 
Can tiiere be anything more endearing to in­
scribe upon the human heart than Father?

“Who art in heaven” were four essential 
words, not for our Lord Jesus, but for us. These 
four words distinguishes the Father of Jesus’ 
prayer as our creator. He is not father Abraham 
or David or Moses. He is “The Father” who is 
in heaven. The Jews of 2(XX) years ago would 
immediately understand Jesus’ meaning when 
they heard that Our Father was a Divine Father 
Creator of Heaven and Earth. With these words 
Jesus is clear. He is the (5od of Creation: He is 
a God of power and might He is omnipotent 
and omniscient

I sure would like to continue to the “Amen” 
but I promise to continue with the test of this re­
flection in next weeks El Editor. After all, there 
is still one more week before Easter. Don’t you 
just love the Easter Season? Aren’t you filled
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relationships. If He is our Father, then we are with joy?

LOS LATINOS Y LA LEY DE LAS GRANDES CIFRAS
Henry Cisneros, director ejecutivo de City View
Oigo con frecuenda una valiente aseveracidn -  que el concepto de la “Ley de Grandes Cifias”, 

en lo que atane la poblacion latina de los Estados Unidos, debe y puede resultar en surtir cambios 
e.xtraordinarios en nuestra sodedad en general.

Sendllamente, la Ley de Grandes Cifras significa que los cambios oiantitativos inevitable- 
mente realizan cambios cualitativos. Dentro de este contexto, el dQculo a medio-teimino del 
Censo de los EE.UU. que la poblacion latina nacional constituird el 25 por ciento de la poblacion 
del pals en el 2050 es una estadlstica sorprendente, con implicadones soqjrendentfes. - g

Mi propia conclusidn es que para que los Estados Unidos como pais continue progresando 
durante este siglo, sera necesario que la comunidad ladna avance mucho mas aUd de su actual 
condicidn.

Q̂ue quiere dedr que los Estados Unidos progrese? Lo que yo quiero dar a entender con el 
tdrmino es la continuacion del camino historico de credmiento, progreso y grandeza de esta 
nadon. ŝtas son generalizaciones, pero se entienden aiiq)liamente como las descripciones a 
grandes rasgos de naciones, identificadon de sus eras y defimeion de sus periodos de excelenda. 
Durante el pasado siglo, los Estados Unidos ha sido hder en el mundo en tdminos de credmiento, 
ha sido la incoiporacion de una dica de progreso y ha calzado la medida de una norma milenaria 
de grandeza que se compara favorablemente con los estados nadonales legendaiios de la historia 
mundial.

Desde la primera ddada del siglo XX, se han conveigido las fiieizas de dominanda economica, 
proeza dentifica, influencia cultural, oportunidad educativa, anqjlio consenso pohtico, vigor de- 
mogrdfico, poder militar y proyeccion de liderazgo, para produdr logros en todo campo del des- 
empefio humano y han demoshado un camino hada logros similares a otras nadones.

Una pregunla relevante es cuanto tiempo se puede sostener tal grandeza.
Ŝera que el pasar del “Siglo Estadounidense” en el 2000 haya dado fin al liderazgo de los 

Estkos Unidos? ̂ Compartira Estados Unidos la experiencia de la Antigua Europa y Gran Bretana 
del siglo XVTII? iSai que las fiierzas globales impulsen tan r^ido a la Qiina y a la India que 
eclipsen la Era Estadounidense?

Las respuestas a estas preguntas denen gran impacto sobre la calidad de vida para todos los 
estadounidenses, quienes deben reconocer que las respuestas se determinardn en gran parte de 
acuerdo a que si a la poblacion de mayor credmiento en la nadon, la comunidad latina estadoun­
idense. se le anima o no a contribuir a la energla econdmica, la creadvidad tecnoldgica y la cohe- 
si6n sodal del pats -  o que si condnuard por el camino de la poca educadon, poca produedvidad 
y enajenacidn.

La consideraddn de estos temas me lleva a las siguientes conclusiones;
Primero, que la comunidad hispana se esti volviendo tan grande que la mencionada Ley de 

Grandes Cifras entra en vigenda. Los latinos afectardn los promedios nadonales en casi toda 
categoria medible de la vida estadounidense -  la econdmica, los indicadores sociales, y el logro 
academico.

Segundo, la juventud y rapido credmiento de los latinos de por si podrM ser de gran venlaja 
para los Estados Unidos. El (2enso reporta que entre el 2(XX) y el 2(X)7 la pobladdn blanca, no- 
hispana, se redujo eu 16 estados y que la pobladdn blanca, no-hispana menor de quince anos se* 
redujo en 42 est̂ os. Como contraste, muchos de los estados de las dudades que tuvieron aumen- 
tos los tuvieron principalmente gracias al influjo y credmiento intemo de la poblacidn latina.

Cuales scan los retos que los Estados Unidos enfrenta, y son muchos, el estancamiento del 
dechve en la pobladdn, los efectos de contraeddn de merĉ os en redueddn y las limitadones 
por la falta de mano de obra, todos factexes que se evidencian en otros paises importantes de 
primer-mundo, no han de ser nuestro modelo. Los latinos representan energia juvenil, hambre de 
ambicidn, voluntad de trabajar, y familias y comunidad luch^o por una vida mejor.

Tercero, los rasgos mendonados se pue^n convertir en una fueiza mucho mis poderosa y con- 
tribuyente, pero sdlo cuando haya plena aceptaddn latina de un papel importante en la creacidn 
del frituro de la nacidn. En un mundo como el nuestro, cuando otras naciones, en particular las 
endigicas nadones de la cuenca del Pacifico, salen a la vanguardia, es diffcil imaginar un futuro 
estadounidense de robusta compedtividad si un grupo que va alcanzando ser un cuarto de la po­
blacidn sigue en su presente estado de desempeik) mmirno.

El activismo lati^ tiene que pasar de pedir ayuda de los Estadas Unidos para latinos desde 
un instinto de Justida o de humanidad, a una agenda de refoizar nuestra capaddad de ayudar a 
fomentar la nacidn en la que tenemos un inteids. Eso requiere un compromiso desenvuelto a la 
cahdad de la educacidn publica, a la educaddn universitaiia, al empeno empresarial, a la abogada 
poh'tica y al desarrollo de hderes.

Los latinos estin ahora dispuestos a aceptar la responsabilidad por ayudar a fomentar el futuro 
de los Estados Unidos. Ya lo han comprob^ con su servido militar. & significante que hacen el 
trabajo duro que otros no haiin. Su frierte dtica familiar incluyen buscar mejor vida para sus hijos 
y animar la ambiddn y el dxito. Comprenden el hacer sacrificios hoy para tener la oportunidad de 
lograr un futuro mejor.

Muchos han opt^ concientemente por venir aquf porque saben que aqui pueden \em una 
mejor vida para sus familias que en cû quio' otro pals. Han tornado valientes dedsiones han 
airiesgado el pehgro, lo cual m denen que considerar, mucho menos realizar, la mayor parte de los 
estadounidenses, para estar aqm. Los latinos estadounidenses, con la comprensidn de la sodedad 
de los Estados Unidos, pueden y harin su parte por sostener el credmiento, el progreso y la 
grandeza de este pais.

Pex ultimo, la sodedad de los Estados Unidos podra qitar por este resultado para la nacidn 
con aceptar una propuesta directa: con mantenerse abiertos a la posibilidad de una sodedad ver- 
daderamente indusiva, sin limitar la fe en la educaddn y el talento, los mejores dfas de la naddn 
estan por venir. Desde la segunda guerra mundial ha^ el presente, los instiotos progresistas 
de la naadn han impulsado la expansidn de la clase media mediante programas como la ley de 
educacidn para los soldados (G.I. bill en inglds), el compromiso con ser propietarios de casa y la 
idea del sueldo mmimo.

Estos nusmos instintos apoyaron la campana por una sodedad mis justa, con el movimiento de 
los derechos dviles, el de b mujer, y el del medio ambiente.

Abora, a raiz de una campana presidencial competitiva y divisixia, los latinos denen que pedirle 
a la soaedad estadounidense que renueva sus insdntos progresistas, que mantenga infadgablemente 
abierto el camino a la clase niedia, que uivierta en las escuelas pdblicas. que mejore el acceso a la 
educaadn universitaria, que invierta en la infraestnictura del comencio y el interumbio y que man­
tenga la creencia de los Estados Unidos que su futuro es hasta mis gra^ que su pasado.

By Jose de la Isla 
Hispanic Link News Service 

HOUSTON, Texas — Tamaulipas, 
tucked beneath neighbor Texas, 
has declared itself Mexico’s first 
bilingual state. The pronouncement 
received little attention in U.S. me­
dia. But its bellwether importance 
should not be underestimated. 
Tamaulipas has more than 3 mil­
lion inhabitants. Its major cities are 
Nuevo Laredo, Ciudad Victoria and 
Tampico.
The state has chosen to search out 
new global opportunities — social, 
economic and technological — by 
requiring its 320,000 public-school 
students to leam conversational 
English. In Febmary, Gov. Eugenio 
Hem^dez declared, “Our efforts 
are aimed at preparing students for 
a more competitive world filled 
with technology and English.”

From Mexico City to the border 
states of Chihuahua and Nuevo 
Ledn, Mexico is placing more em­
phasis on English instruction. Tam­
aulipas is the biggest experiment. 
More than 50 percent of U.S.-Mex- 
ico trade crosses through Tamauli­
pas and Texas.
When the program was announced 
in January, departing U.S. Ambas­
sador Tony Garza, originally from 
Brownsville, Texas, visited with 
Hem^dez and about 1,200 stu­
dents, teachers, parents and may­
ors.
The ambassador began his remarks 
in Spanish, then switched to Eng­
lish, saying, “When I was growing 
up, we didn’t have a program like 
this one.”
Mary Lou Tamez, a 36-year-old 
bilingual teacher, suggested Texas 
should also become a bilingual state. 
The remark can be taken either as 
sober, practical advice or as dry 
kindling enflaming those fiery po­
litical elements stuck in 19th cen­
tury modes of thinking. (Another 
socied reality: Tamez’s mother is 
from Alabama.)
The United States is home to more 
than 45 million Hispanics, but that 
doesn’t mean they will retain their 
language advantage after the first 
generation. A 2007 U.S. Census re­
port revealed that Spanish is the pri­
mary language spoken by 34 mil­
lion U.S. residents aged 5 or older. 
Still, we are the world’s second- 
largest Spanish-speaJdng commu­
nity, after only Mexico and ahead

of Colombia, Spain, and Argentina. 
Roughly half of all U.S. Spanish 
speakers also speak English “very 
well,” according to the (Tensus. 
Mexico’s problem is different. One 
well-placed source, for example, 
told me that about 80 percent of its 
medical students don’t pass their 
English exams, which are a require­
ment for continuing study. The 
reasons cited include lack of well- 
trained teachers, the methodology 
used and some cultural resistance. 
For Mexico today, foreign-lan­
guage acquisition is a must. As the 
world’s twelfth largest economy, it 
loses an estimated 20,000 profes­
sionals every year, who leave for 
opportunities elsewhere. To draw 
Jobs, its professional workers must 
be prepared to deal with technolo­
gies and opportunities that often 
come wrapped in English. 
According to Rodolfo Tuiran, as­
sistant secretary of higher edu­
cation, the brain drain is costing 
Mexico $7 billion from educational 
training given to professionals who 
emigrate.
What Tamaulipas is doing may be 
a drop in the bucket, but the state 
recognizes it needs to change things 
around and gain a strategic advan­
tage. To keep trade goods flow­
ing and increase job stability and 
growth, it has to address language 
as an economic and cultural im­
perative. Significant micro-changes 
like this can turn things in its favor. 
Albert Einstein once made the 
point, “We cannot solve problems 
with the same thinking we used 
when we created them.”
Perhaps it’s not a bad time to re­
conceptualize how we in the USA 
think about land, people and lan­
guage. There’s no better region to 
start than along the U.S.-Mexico 
border. Functionally, it’s already 
happening. But state governments, 
who guide and control policy, spe­
cialize in a peculiar denial, o ^ n  
provoking cultural tensions. Texas’ 
small neighbor Tamaulipas is tak­
ing a step in the right direction.
[Jos6 de la Isla’s latest book. Day 

Night Life Death Hope, is distrib­
uted by The Ford Foundation. He 
writes a weekly commentary for 
Hispanic Link News Service and 
is author of The Rise of Hispanic 
Political Power (2003). Contact 
him by e-mail at joseisla3@ yahoo, 
com.] © 2009

iCOMO SE DICE ‘TAMAULIPAS” EN INGLES?
Jose de Isla
Tamaulipas, en un recoveco debajo de Texas, su vecino, se ha declarado el primer estado raexi- 

cano bilingiie. La proclamacion recibio poca atencion de los medios en los Estados Unidos, poo 
hay que subestimar su importancia.

Tamaubpas cuenta con mds de 3 millones de habitantes. Sus dudades prindpales son Nuevo 
Laredo, Ciudad Victoria y Tampico.

El estado ha decidido buscar nuevas oportunidades sociales, econdmicas y tecnoldgicas a nivel 
global, y tiene como lequisito acaddmico que sus 320.(X)0 estudiantes de escuela pi3)bca apren- 
dan ingles a nivel de conversaddn. En febrero el gobemador Eugenio Heraindez dedard que, 
“Nuestros esfrierzos se enfocan en preparar a los estudiantes para un mundo m^ oxnpetitivo 
lleno de tecnologia e ingles”.

Desde la Ciudad de Mexico hasta los estados frontwizos de (Thihuahua y Nuevo Ledn, Mdxico 
estin enfatizando mas la instmeddn del idioma inglds. El experimoito mayor es Tamaubpas. Mis 
del cincuenta por ciento del comerdo entre los EE.UU. y Mdxico pasa por Tamaubpas y Texas.

Cuando se anuncid el programa en enero, el entonces embajadix estadounidense, Tony Garza, 
oriundo de Brownsvibe, Texas, visitd a Heraindez y a unos 1.200 estudiantes, raaestros, padres 
de famiba y alcaldes.

H embajador empezd sus comentarios en espanol cambiando luego al inglds, dideodo, ‘Xii- 
ando yo creda, no teniamos un programa como &te”.

Mary Lou Timez, maestra bibngiie de 36 anos, sugirid que Texas tarabidn se hidera estado 
bibngiie.

Su comentario podri consideraise o consejo pobtico sobrio, o como astillas resecas que eoci- 
enden aqueUos elementos pobticos fervixosos estancados en la mentabdad del siglo XDC. (Otra 
leabdad social; la madre de Timez es de Alabama).

En los Estados Unidos viven mis de 45 mibones de hispanos, pero eso no impbea que rctendiin 
su ventaja bnguistica despues de la primaa generaddn. Un infoime del Onso de los EE.UU. del 
2007 develd que el espaiiol es la lengua prindpal hablada por 34 millones de residentes de los 
EE.UU. de la ecM de 5 aOos o mayor.

No obstante, somos la segunda comunidad mis grande de hispanobablantes en el mundo, 
despues de sdlo Mexico, y delante de Colombia, Espana y Argentina. Aproximadamente la mi- 
tad de todos los hispanobablantes de los Estados Unidos tambidn hablan inglds “muy bien”, de 
acuerdo con el Censo.

El problema que tiene Mexico es otro. Una fuente entendida me dijo que aproximadamente el 
80 por ciento de sus estudiantes de medicina no apiueban sus eximenes de inglds, un lequisito 
para continuar estudiando medicina. Las razones que dan incluyen la falta de buenos instnictores, 
la metodologia implementada y algo de resistencia cultural.

Para Mexico hoy en dia, es importantfsimo aprender el ingl6s. Como la doceava economla 
mis grande del mundo, se calcula que pierde al ano unos 20.000 profesionales, quienes van en 
busca de mejores oportunidades en otras partes. Para atraer empleos, sus trabajadores profesion­
ales deben estar preparados para bdiar con tecnologias y oportunidades que con frtcuencia began 
envueltas en el ingl6s.

Segtin Rodolfo 'Riirin, subsecretario de educacidn superior, la friga de profesionales le cucsta a 
Mixico $7 mb mblones por la capacitacion que se les da a los profesionales que luego emigran.

Lo que esti haciendo Tamaubpas podri ser poco, pero el estado reconoce que tiene que cambiar 
las cosas y ganarse una ventaja estratdgica Para mantener el flujo de bienes comerciales y me- 
jorar la estabbidad y el credmiento laboral, tiene que enfocarse en los idioraas como imperativa 
economica y cultural. (?on importantes cambios pequeiios como 6ste, las cosas podrin volverse 
a su favor.

Albert Einstein alguna vcz noto que “No podemos resolvCT los problemas con la misma men- 
talidad que usamos cuando los creamos”.

Tal vez no sea mal momento volver a conceptuabzar edmo pensamos en los EE.UU. sobre 
la tierra, la gente y el idioma. No hay mejor regidn por la que empezar que con la frontera entre 
los Estados Unidos y Mexico. Ya esti ocurriendo. Pero los gobieraos estaiales, los que gulan y 
controlan las pobticas, se especializan en una negaddn pecubar, la cual con frecuenda provoca 
tensiones culturales. El pequerk) vecino que tiene Texas. Tamaubpas, esti dando un paso en la 
direcdon correcta.

|Jos^ de U Isla. cuyo liltmio libro Day ^̂ lg}n Lfe l>ath Hope, lo dislnbu)« U PundacKki F o 4  redaiXi un ocnentsio 
semanal para HispaoK Link News Semce.
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Pentagon Chief Outlines New Vision of U.S. Defense Spending

U.S. Secretary of Defense 
Robert Gates on Monday 
outlined a new vision of U.S. de­
fense spending as he announced 
the fiscal year 2010 defense 
budget plan that cuts funding for 
many major weapon programs.

"If approved, these recom­
mendations will profoundly 
reform how this department does 
business," Gates told a,press 
conference at Pentagon.

He said his proposal represents 
a "budget crafted to reshape the 
priorities of America's defense 
established."

The plan is part of the Obama 
administration's ongoing efforts 
to reshape the U.S. militaiy into 
a force better suited to uncon­
ventional wars ratlier than being 
prepared for fighting large- scale 
conventional wars.

Gates said one of the principal 
objectives of the plan is that "we 
must rebalance this department's 
programs in order to institution­
alize and enhance our capabili­
ties to fight the wars we are in 
today and the scenarios we are 
most likely to face in the years 
ahead, while at the same time 
providing a hedge against other 
risks and contingencies."

"In order to do this, we must 
reform how and what we buy, 
meaning a fundamental overhaul 
of our approach to procurement, 
acquisition, and contracting."

Cutting Traditional Programs
A number of expensive 

traditional programs will be 
terminated under the proposal, 
including capping purchases 
of F-22 fighter jets at 187 and 
canceling the VH-71 presidential 
helicopter program and a new 
Air Force oommunication satel­
lite program.

Gates said the Defense De­
partment would complete its 
contract for 183 F-22 fighters 
and add four more, bringing the 
total to 187, before stopping the 
purchases.

He recommends terminat­
ing the pr^idential helicopter 
program because "it runs the risk 
of not delivering the required 
capability."

Gates also recommends can­
celing the Air Force's Transfor­
mation Satellite Communication

System program, 
which is intended to be 
a constellation of five 
satellites and ground 
stations to provide 
data and message ser- 

|. vices to ground forces 
throughout the world 
using laser beams.

He also calls for 
stopping the growth 

of the number of Army Brigade 
Combat Teams (BCT) at 45.

The defense secretary also 
proposed delays in other pro­
grams, including the CG-X next 
generation cruiser program as 
well as the amphibious ship and 
sea-basing programs.

He also calls for restructur­
ing the costly missile defense 
program and the Army's future 
combat system program.

Gates also envisions to reduce 
the number of aircraft carriers 
from 11 to 10 after 2040.

'Adding Capabilities'
Besides the cuts. Gates also 

requested more money for other 
programs that he believe will 
increase the U.S. military's coun­
terinsurgency capabilities.

"He will also be talking a lot 
about where we are increasing 
funding for various capabilities 
that are important to the de­
partment and to our national 
security," Pentagon spokesman 
Bryan Whitman told reporters 
before the press conference.

"Everybody seems to be focus­
ing on that he (Gates) is making 
cuts. He's going to be adding a 
lot of things to capabilities that 
we need too," he said.

To shift focus to counter-insur­
gency operations. Gates pro­
posed more funding for special 
forces and intelligence gathering.

He recommends increasing 
intelligence, surveillance and 
reconnaissance funding by 2 bil­
lion dollars, adding 500 million 
dollars to field and sustain more 
helic^ters, boosting global 
partnership capacity efforts and 
increasing special operation 
personnel by more than 2,800 
and buying more aircraft for the 
special forces.

Gates also proposes to increase 
the purchase of Littoral Combat 
Ships (LCS), seen as crucial to 
counterinsurgency operations in 
coastal regions and to improve 
inter-theater lift capacity.

The Pentagon chief also 
recommends increasing funding 
for some selected conventional 
weapon programs.

For example, he plans to buy 
more F-35 fighters in fiscal year 
2010, raising the F-35 budget

ftom 6.8 billion U.S. dollars to 
11.2 billion dollars.

Shift of Focus
Gates' proposal reflects the 

Obama administration's bid to 
shift defense spending focus 
from preparations for large-scale 
conventional war to counterin­
surgency operations which the 
new U.S. government thinks 
would likely to be top military 
challenges in coming decades.

Some analysts said it's the 
defense chiefs "boldest move" to 
reshape the priorities and capa­
bilities of the U.S. military.

For the record. Gates has 
argued that the U.S. military is 
still too oriented toward fighting 
a conventional war and hasn't de­
voted enough resources toward 
preparing for irregular, low- 
intensity conflicts that he sees 
continuing into the near future.

"These decisions represent a 
fundamental shift in direction for 
the department," said Pentagon 
spokesman Geoff Morrell.

Another reason for the shift 
is the Obama administration's 
intention to "rein in" rapid 
growth of defense spending over 
the Bush years Driven by rising 
war costs, U.S. defense spending 
had doubled during the tenure 
of former president George W. 
Bush and it accounts for 40 per­
cent of the world's total military 
spending.

Obama said in February that he 
won't let the military spending to 
grow "off hooks."

"We are going to continue to 
find savings in a way that allows 
us to put the resources where 
they're needed, but to make sure 
that we're not simply fattening 
defense contractors," he said 
when addressing the defense 
budget issues on March 24.

In February, Obama proposed 
to the Congress an overall price 
tag of 533.7 billion dollars for 
fiscal year 2010, a 4-percent 
increase from that of fiscal year 
2009. Obama is due to send 
a detailed plan of the defense 
budget proposal to the Con­
gress next month and Gates' 
announcement before the plan's 
submission is seen as a move to 
gain more political support for 
the president's vision on defense 
spending.

However, whether the new 
administration's defense budget 
proposal will be fully adopted 
by the Congress is unclear, 
since the proposed cuts in major 
weapon programs will meet 
strong resistance from powerful 
defense corporations and their 
lobbyists.

Time for Iraq to Step up, Obama Says
Now is the time for Iraqi 

leaders to "take responsibil­
ity for their country," U .S. 
President O bam a told U.S. 
troops during a surprise visit 
Tuesday to Baghdad.

"It is time for us to transi­
tion to the Iraqis," O bam a 
told about 1,500 applauding 
troops. "They need to take 
responsibility for their coun­
try and for their sovereignty."

O bam a also spoke with 
Iraqi Prime M inister Nouri 
al-Maliki and President 
Jalal Talabani to discuss the 
transition and political recon­
ciliation.

In February, O bam a out­
lined his plan for a reduction 
o f U.S. troops in 19 months 
and a complete withdrawal 
by D ecem ber 2011.

After meeting with U .S. 
Army Gen. Ray O diem o,

com m ander 
o fU .S . 
troops in 
Iraq, Obam a 
said much 
work re­
m ained in 
Iraq.

During his 
com m ents to 
the troops,
O bam a 
warned that 
the next 18
months would be critical as 
Iraqi officials must "make 
political accommodations."

"They're going to have 
to decide that they want to 
resolve their differences 
through constitutional means 
and legal means," he said. 
"They are going to have to 
focus on providing govern­
ment services that encour-

age confidence among their 
citizens."

O bam a also thanked the 
U.S. forces, saying, "You 
have performed brilliantly in 
every mission that has been 
given you."

To achieve success in Iraq, 
"We have to be even more 
focused than we've been," 
O bam a said.

Fidel abierto M dialogo con EEUU
Cuba no teme al diilogo ni 

necesita de la conffontacidn 
con Estados Unidos, respondid 
el ex presidente Fidel Castro 
al senador republicano esta- 
dounidense que 
propuso a la Casa 
Blanca nombrar 
un enviado para 
entablar un di^ogo 
con las autoridades 
de La Habana.

Los comentarios 
coinciden con la 
visita a Cuba de 
una delegacidn de 
siete representantes 
estadounidenses, 
encabezados por 
la demdcrata por 
California, BM>ara Lee, que 
permanecerd hasta manana en 
esta capital.

"El senador por Indiana 
(Richard G. Lugar) camina con 
los pies sobre la tierra", escribid 
el lunes el ex comandante en 
jefe, Castro en Reflexiones, la 
columna de opinidn que publica 
habitualmente en los medios 
locales.

"Lugar no teme la tonteria 
de que lo califiquen de blando 
o prosocialista", indicd el lider 
de 82 anos y quien pese a no 
ocupar un cargo mantiene una 
fiierte influencia en el pars y es 
considerado asesor en algunos 
asuntos por el gobiemo que pre­
side su hermano Raul Castro.

A comienzo de mes, medios
0

de prensa estadounidense divul- 
garon la sugerencia que Lugar, 
de la Comisidn de Relaciones 
Exteriores del Senado norteam-

Happy
Easter!

ericano, formuld al presidente 
Barack Obama de designar un 
comisionado ante La Habana e 
iniciar pldticas para superar las 
histdricas diferencias.

Cuba y Estados Unidos no 
tienen vmculos desde la decada 
de 1960, cuando la Casa Blanca 
impulsd sanciones econdmicas 
y diplomdticas.

"No es necesario enfatizar lo 
que siempre Cuba ha dicho: no 
tememos dialogar con Esta­
dos Unidos. No necesitamos 
tampoco la confrontacidn para 
existir como piensan algimos 
tontos; existimos precisamente 
porque creemos en nuestras 
ideas y nunca hemos temido 
dialogar con el adversario", 
manifestd Castro.

"Es la linica forma de procu- 
rar la amistad y la paz entre los 
pueblos".

Los siete representantes 
demdcratas estadounidenses, 
encabezados por la califor- 
niana Lee, han sostenido 
reuniones con funcionarios 
locales. Uno de ellos, Mel

Matt, al ser consultado sobre 
lo manifestado por Castro en 
su columna, expresd: "tal vez 
lo mismo podn'amos decir en 
el caso de los Estados Unidos, 

que no es de impor- 
tancia fundamental, 
que no atenta contra 
la existencia de los 
Estados Unidos que 
tenga un dialogo con 
Cuba".

"^No seria estupen- 
do el que se forjara 
un dialogo y se hal- 
lara una comunidad 
de intereses, que 

W  vi6ramos c6mo hay 
ventajas de parte y 
parte y detuvi^ramos 

esas diferencias histdricas?", 
se preguntd Watt, quien 
destacd que la propuesta ini- 
cial venga de un republicano, 
el partido que tradicional- 
mente aboga por endurecer el 
embarco contra Cuba.

A mediados de marzo, la 
administracidn de Obama 
aprobd una legislacidn por la 
cual los cubano-americanos 
podrdn ahora viajar a la 
nacidn caribena una vez al 
ano para visitar a familiares 
y no una cada tres anos como 
habia instituido el anterior 
gobiemo.

Tambidn se presentd dias 
atrds una iniciativa de ley para 
levantar las restricciones de 
viaje a los estadounidenses, 
quienes a la fecha debian 
pedir un permiso especial del 
Departamento del Tesoro para 
viajar a Cuba.
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Salma Hayek eyes role in C a r f o s  S a n t a n a  SC m u d a  a  L a s  V e g a s
Kidnapping' film El guitarrista mexicano sera el rockero residente en el Hard Rock

Mexican-bom film star 
Salma Hayek could take 
a lead role in an upcom­
ing adaptation o f  the 
book "News o f  a Kid­
napping" by Colombian 
writer Gabriel Garcia 
Marquez, the movie's 
producer says.

Shooting is scheduled 
to start this October in 
Bogota and in M exico on 
the adaptation o f the 1996 
book, a factual account 
o f the kidnapping o f  10

joum 2d- 
ists by 
notorious 
Colom ­
bian drug 
trafficker 
Pablo 
Escobar.

Pro­
ducer 
Eduardo 
Constan­
tin! , from 
Argen­
tina, told 
AFP he 
hopes for 
"the most 
interna­
tional 
cast
possible" 
and that

Hayek is a possibility.
"Salma Hayek is very 

interested in the project, 
has read the script and is 
enthusiastic," Constantin! 
said in N ew  York.

Garcia Marquez is 
considered one o f the 
major writers o f the 20th 
century. His books include 
the novels "One Hun­
dred Years o f Solitude" 
and "Lx)ve in the Time 
o f Cholera," which was 
made into a film.

El guitarrista mexica­
no Carlos Santana es el 
primer musico de su $6- 
nero que residii4 en Las 
Vegas para presentarse 
en una serie de concier- 
tos en un renovado local 
del Hard Rock Hotel &
Casino.

La noticia fiie anun- 
ciada oficialmente el 
midrcoles por las em- 
presas involucradas y el 
guitarrista, asegurando 
que no era una broma por el dfa 
de los inocentes (April Fools) en 
Estados Unidos.

"A Las Vegas mucha gente 
va a apostar, a depender de 
la suerte", dijo Santana a La 
Opinidndando imdgenes eso- 
t^ricas a su lenguaje. "Nosotros 
traemos la gracia de Dios, 
nosotros no invertimos en una 
ilusidn, invertimos en un sonido 
legitimo, que es de deveras, que 
representa la humanidad, no 
banderas, ni patriotismo. Repre­
senta la luz".

Dijo ademds sentirse "hon- 
rado" por estrenar el recinto.

"Estamos encantados de ser los 
primeros en alojar a un verda- 
dero musico de rock en nuestro 
nuevo local con tecnologfa de 
punta", comentri Randy Kwas­
niewski, presidente del Hard 
Rock Hotel & Casino de Las 
Vegas, en un comunicado.

El musico mexicano ofrecei4 
72 conciertos en total en el 
remodelado The Joint, el cual 
cuenta con espacio para casi 3 
mil personas sentadas o 4 mil

de pie. La primera presentacidn 
sei4 el 27 de mayo de este ano 
para culminar en una fecha no 
anunciada en el 2010.

Adelantd que en su serie de 
conciertos en la llamada Ciudad 
del pecado, titulada Supernatural 
Santana: A Trip Through the 
Hits (Santana supernatural: Un 
viaje a trav6s de los 6xitos), 
revivir^ sus canciones m^s 
populares pero de una manera 
especial.

"Nosotros estamos conscientes 
de que mucha gente crecid con 
Black Magic Woman; Maria, 
Maria o Smooth, y vamos a 
tocar esas canciones como si 
fueran la primera vez", afirmd.

Aunque no quiso compartir 
otras de las sorpresas prepara- 
das, comentd que dedicar^i en- 
tre 20 y 30 minutos a realizar 
cosas espontineas que ni 61 
mismo, ni su equipo de trabajo 
saben de lo que se tratar6.

Asimismo, asegurd que los 
miisicos de su banda, mismos 
que lo acompahar^n en Las 
Vegas, "han tocado con los

Lila Downs: mujer espiritual

Lila Downs ha cruzado el 
mundo con el atuendo oaxaque- 
ik), innovando siempre los hu- 
ipiles,hacidndolos mis "sexy", 
como ella misma dice. Es una 
mujer unica, de ascendencia 
mixteca y estadounidense, 
que canta en espahol, inglds 
asf como tambidn en lenguas 
indfgenas.

El ser antropdloga de pro- 
fesidn la ha hecho ser mis 
exigente con su trabajo ardstico. 
Cuando corta un textil para hac- 
erlo mis modemo, dice dolerle 
el corazdn porque siente que 
corta "almitas".

Compositora, miembro y 
vocera de pueblos indfgenas, 
denuncia ademis, a travds de su 
miisica, la injusticia; reproduce 
la voz del inmigrante y aboga 
por la transformacidn social.

Su mis reciente propuesta 
musical. Shake Away (Ojo de 
culebra en esp>ahol), mantiene

su propuesta bilingiie con com- 
posiciones propias y ties covers. 
Contiene la inspiracidn de los 
chamanes, las curanderas y el 
misticismo.

En cuanto a su ultimo trabajo 
discogrifico comentd: "Pasd 
por un momento diffcil, una 
enfermedad con la voz debido 
a un asunto personal y fui a 
mddicos, maestros de canto y 
lo que realmente me sand fue 
una curandera que me dio tds de 
yerbas".

Como en todas las curand­
eras latinoamericanas. Downs 
encontrd en ellas la sabidurfa 
ancestral; la escucharon, la 
aconsejaron y le dieron ayuda 
espiritual.

Si bien Downs estudid musica 
de los antiguos pueblos preco- 
lombinos de Mesoamdrica —el 
mixteco, el zapoteco, el maya 
y el nihuatl —, tambidn tiene 
influencias de folk norteameri-

cano, lo que ha 
formado su per­
sonal idad como 
cantante.

Este disco 
busca el diilogo 
del publico y 
rinde tributo al 
blues, a esa parte 
de Estados Uni­
dos que es muy 
inspiradora en la 
musica, y que se 
logrd invitando a 
importantes figu- 
ras de la musica 
de ese pafs.

Una vez m is 
Downs, que of- 
receri un conci- 
erto manana en 
UCLA, muestra 
su capacidad 
amalgamadora 
de culturas, 
teniendo como 
invitados a 
Bryan Linch, 

productor y musico, Rubdn 
Albarrin, de Cafd Tacvba y a 
quien conoce desde hace anos. 
Ademis a Enrique Bunbury, 
quien comulga con los cha­
manes y lo espiritual.

 ̂Sobre la participacidn de la 
cantante argentina Mercedes 
Sosa, comenta que es como su 
madre, una influencia impor- 
tante en su vida.

"La escuchd en la mon- 
tana de la regidn triqui y me 
cambid la vida. Cantamos 
juntas en Cdrdoba, Argentina, 
y eso fue un regalo", sehala la 
cantante.

En cuanto al tema migrato- 
rio comenta no estar de acu- 
erdo en que al inmigrante se le 
dd el sentido de subhumano.

"El migrante es muy impor- 
tante, es para explorarlo como 
lo hago en el tema Minimum 
Wage. Esto es m is humano

que politico, se trata de res- 
petar".

Sobre el tema ambiental 
piensa que es mucho m is que 
un asunto politico, y que todos 
podemos hacer algo.

La cancidn Justicia inicia 
con cierto aire andino, y en 
Taco de palabras, menciona a 
la arepa, la pupusa, y pa­
labras referentes a la tortilla, 
es decir, une las culturas de 
Amdrica Latina.

Ante la pregunta de si ha 
pensado trabajar con musica 
aymara o quechua, responde 
que sf, que tiene la inqui- 
etud de aprender canciones 
importantes para la identidad 
latinoamericana. Menciona, 
ademis, sentirse privilegiada 
cuando recibe grabaciones, 
ay marks y quechuas.

Otra de las canciones del 
disco, Perro negro, muestra la 
fuerza de la tradicidn oral de 
Mdxico. "El perro en tiempos 
precolombinos es un person- 
aje que representa el viaje 
al inframundo, a la muerte, 
por lo tanto lleva consigo un 
montdn de poderes", co­
menta Downs. Con esto queda 
claro que en Mdxico existe la 
tradicidn.

Los recientes problemas por 
los que ha atravesado Oaxaca, 
debido al conflicto entre mae­
stros y el gobemador Ulises 
Ruiz, no es un asunto extrano 
para la Downs, quien opina 
que "estos gobemantes se 
transformaban en la noche en 
animales negros y hacfan mal- 
dades, y mataban a jdvenes".

El ver que esa creencia y 
tradicidn sigue viva impresiond 
a la cantante, quien asegura 
que "a la gente se le controla 
por la supiersticidn especial- 
mente en Oaxaca y con mucha 
razdn de tiempo histdrico, 
heredado por tradicidn".

T e ja n o  T im e s  T a lk  R a d io  P r o g r a m
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Armando Gonzales
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m is grandes del 
mundo".

Aunque dijo 
desconocer que el 
disehador Frank 
The Plumber, quiien 
estuvo a cargo de 
la escenograffa y 
produccidn del tour 
de Madonna Sticky 
& Sweet, seri el 
mismo que trabajari 
para sus conciertos, 
se mostrd contento 

con la noticia y ahadid admirar 
a la famosa cantante.

Compartid que aunque nunca 
pensd en ofrecer estos conci­
ertos en Las Vegas, decidid 
aceptar la oferta que recibid 
despuds de haberlo pensado 
por un tiempo,

De acuerdo con Santana, este 
proyecto laboral le ayudari a 
crear becas para estudiantes 
con buenas calihcaciones e 
interesados en dedicarse a 
la musica, pero con pocas 
posibilidades econdmicas de 
continuar con sus estudios

mos huevos pero de diferente
IImanera .

superiores.
"Dios crea y nosotros 

descubrimos. Dios siempre 
me ha puesto en situaciones y 
posiciones de recibir y ofrecer, 
ofrecer y recibir", asegurd.

El guitarrista atribuye el 
dxito su musica a "la resonan- 
cia, vibracidn y sonido que 
representa a las familias del 
mundo, con ritmos africanos 
y precolombinos. La melodfa 
es la mujer, los ritmos son el 
hombre y revolvemos los mis-

Agregd que su " dimen- 
sidn es diferente porque no 
representamos una sola raza, 
representamos el universo".

Pese a la crisis econdmica 
que se esti viviendo en todo 
el pafs, que se ha traducido en 
un descenso de turismo en Las 
Vegas, se mostrd confiado de 
su futuro dxito.

"La gente siempre necesita 
aire, comida, musica y ro­
mance. La gente necesita fe y 
esperanza y eso es lo que es 
Santana. Santana no nomds 
es la musica, es el ingrediente 
que tiene la musica... Nosotros 
‘damos a luz’ con nuestfa 
musica porque le hacemos 
recordar a la gente que somos 
parte de algo etemo, que 
nunca muere", asegurd con- 
vencido.

A pesar que estos concier­
tos lo mantendrdn ocupado 
por casi todo lo que resta del 
2009, el musico cuenta con un 
inmenso proyecto.

"Anhelamos tener un canal 
de televisidn como Telemundo 
y Uni vision, las 24 horas del 
dfa como CNN, que nomds 
proyecte amor, porque el 
miedo estd en todos los 
canales", dijo sobre el canal 
intemacional que hasta ahora 
ha nombrado Architects of A 
New Dawn (Arquitectos del 
nuevo amanecer).

De esta manera, asegurd 
espera hacer un cambio en el 
mundo.
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Latinos Pursuing Dream of U jS. Citizenship Cold-Activated 'Brown Fat I

Help Set Naturalization Record in 2008 May Aid In Weight Loss
Latino new com ers seek­

ing to becom e new  A m eri­
cans help>ed contribute to a 
record number o f  natural­
izations in 2008 , ac-

In addition, the share o f  
Latino naturalized citizens 
has increased significantly 
in the last five years, from  
27% in 2003, to 30% in

partners National Council 
o f  La Ra2̂ , and Service 
E m ployees International 
U nion , and hundreds o f  
com m unity organizations,

are still m illions o f  eligible 
legal permanent residents 
w ho have not yet applied 
for U .S . citizenship or who  
encounter barriers in the

4
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'
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N ation 
o f  b irth

F Y 20 08
N aturalizations

FY 2007 
N aturalizations

Percent
change

Rank in total FY 2008 
naturalizations

Mexico 231,815 122,258 90% 1st
Cuba 39,871 15,394 160% 5th
El Salvador 35,796 17,157 109% 7th

Dominican Republic 35,251 20,645 71% 8th
Colombia 22,926 12,089 90% 9th
Nicaragua 17,954 8,164 120% 13th
Guatemala 17,087 8,181 109% 14 th
Peru 15,016 7,965 89% 15 th

Ecuador 11,908 7,229 65% 19th

Honduras 8,794 4,669 88% 25th
Source: OiTice of Immigration Statistics, Department of Homeland Security.

cording to a report recendy 
released by the Department 
o f  H om eland Security’s 
O ffice o f  Immigration 
Statistics (O IS). An analysis 
o f  OIS data by the National 
A ssociation o f  Latino E lect­
ed and Appointed O fficials 
(N A L EO ) Educational 
Fund reveals that nearly one 
out o f  tw o (44% ) o f  the na­
tion’s 1,046,539 new  U .S . 
citizens w as Latino.

A ccording to the N A ­
LEO Educational Fund 
analysis, 4 6 1 3 1 7  Latino 
legal permanent residents 
becam e U .S . citizens in FY  
2008 , the largest number 
o f  Latino naturalizations 
in recent history. W hile the 
total number o f  naturaliza­
tions increased by 58%  
betw een T Y  2007 and 
2008 , the number o f  La­
tino naturalizations nearly 
doubled during the same 
period, grow ing by 95% .

2006 , to 44%  in 2008.
A ccording to NA LEO  

Educational Fund E xecu­
tive Director, Arturo Var­
gas, “In 2007 , thousands o f  
Latino new com ers applied 
for U .S . citizenship, be­
cause they wanted to make 
their voices heard in our 
nation’s dem ocracy. The 
historic Ya es hora j Ciuda- 
dama! (It is tim e — C itizen­
ship!) civ ic engagem ent 
campaign helped contribute 
to this drEimatic increase 
by educating Latinos about 
the opportunities o f  U .S . 
citizenship and assisting  
them  with the naturaliza­
tion process. The Ya es hora 
iCiudadania! campaign 
involved an unprecedented 
collaboration betw een  
Spanish-language m edia 
partners Entravision C om ­
m unications, im preM edia, 
and U nivision Com m u­
nications Inc., national

businesses, and public and 
private agencies. This effort 
led to a record number o f  
new com ers realizing their 
dream o f  U .S . citizenship in 
2008.”

M exico w as the leading 
country o f  birth o f  per­
sons naturalizing in 2008  
(231 ,815), and one out five 
new  U .S . citizens w as from  
M exico (22% ). The number 
o f  M exican-bom  natural­
ized citizens increased by 
90%  between FY  2007 and 
FY 2J00S, w hile the number 
o f  new  citizens from Cuba, 
El Salvador, Nicaragua, 
and Guatemala more than 
doubled during the sam e 
period. The follow ing table 
sets forth information about 
the top 10. nations o f  birth 
for Latino naturalized citi­
zens in 2008.

Mr. Vargas continued, 
“D espite the record number 
o f  naturalizations, there

naturalization process. We 
urge President Obama, 
Congress and the United  
States Citizenship and Im ­
migration Services (U S- 
CIS) to make fundamental 
changes in the system  o f  
financing immigration 
services so that w e prevent 
exorbitant increases in natu­
ralization fees. In addition, 
the USCIS must work to 
ensure that there is fair and 
effective implementation  
o f  the new  naturalization 
exam , w hich all applicants 
must take starting October 
1.” Mr. Vargas concluded, 
“Latinos w ho naturalize are 
eager to demonstrate their 
com m itm ent to Am erica by  
becom ing full participants 
in our nation’s civ ic life. If 
our dem ocracy is to remain 
strong and vital, w e must 
ensure that naturalization is 
affordable and accessible to 
all eligib le new com ers.”

Three studies published Thurs­
day find that the thinly-spread, so- 
called brown fat that helps keep 
newborns warm is more common 
in adults than previously believed.

Once cold temperatures activate 
the brown fat, it bums calories 
faster than regular fat — a discov­
ery that could lead to improved 
weight-loss treatments, research­
ers said on Wednesday.

Since brown fat is typically so 
dormant in adults, scientists have 
long debated whether it was even 
present at all.

But the three studies, published 
in Thursday's New England Jour­
nal of Medicine, found that brown 
fat is indeed present in most 
adults and can be detected by 
exposing it to cold temperatures. 
In some cases, adults with more 
active areas of brown fat were 
thinner, the studies found.

Scientists hope that people 
could bum off extra calories with­
out exercise if a way can be found 
to activate this brown fat and get 
the body to make better use of it.

"Fifty grams of maximally 
activated brown fat accounts for 
20 percent of your resting energy 
expenditure," Dr. Aaron Cypress 
of the Joslin Diabetes Center in 
Boston, one of the study’s leaders, 
told Reuters.

"If you add that up, that's 400 or 
500 calories per day.”

"Practically speaking, we have 
a great potential to have a new 
treatment in our armamentarium 
against diabetes and obesity."

Dr. Kirsi Virtanen of the Uni­
versity of Turku in Finland and 
his team used positron emission 
tomography, or PET scans, to 
identify active brown fat deposits 
in five study participants, and 
obtained tiny samples of both 
types of fat.

They found that the brown fat 
became more active when the 
participants were cold.

"If the brown adipose tissue in

this example were fully activated, 
it would bum an amount of en­
ergy equivalent to approximately 
4.1 kg (9 pounds) of adipose 
tissue over the course of a year," 
the researchers wrote in a report 
about the study.

Meanwhile, a team of research­
ers at Maastricht University 
Medical Center in the Nether­
lands discovered that obese men 
had less brown fat than lean men.

"Taken together, these stud­
ies point to a potential 'natural' 
intervention to stimulate energy 
expenditure: turn down the heat 
and bum calories (and reduce the 
carbon footprint in the process)," 
wrote Dr. Francesco Celi of the 
National Institute of Diabetes and 
Digestive and Kidney Disease in 
a commentary.

However, he cautioned that the 
conclusion might be oversimpli­
fied.

Cypress said experts must first 
find a way to activate the brown 
fat and maybe even persuade the 
body to make better use of it.

The current research did not di­
rectly examine whether activating 
this fat would make people lose 
weight, and further research may 
find that even if the brown fat is 
activated, the body may conqjen- 
sate by eating more, he said.

"If you think about it, if you eat 
three donuts, you hit that calorie 
count right there," Cypress told 
Reuters.

"Using brown fat to treat obe- ' 
sity has been talked about for 30 
or 40 years," he said.

"But people essentially gave 
up on it. Many said it didn't exist 
in adult human beings and many 
said it didn't have any connection 
to obesity and weight at all. What 
these studies show is that virtually 
every adult human being has 
functional brown fat in them."

The three studies were pub­
lished in Thursday’s New Eng­
land Journal of Medicine.
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