How an unknown got 878 local votes for president

County elections administrator theorizes it’s the result of the ballot software, position

By Stewart Doreen

sdoreen@mrt.com

So who is Elizabeth Gray and how
could 878 Midland County voters select
her to be the candidate for
puuidentofﬂ:e nited States?

myonewhonwtheresultsof
Midland County’s election, that had to be
mmblytheblueﬂbud-scmcher While
Gray receiving 4 percent of the 21,277
vowsmMundeountynu t not seem
like a big deal, consider the following: If
you add up the number of voters for Jeb
Bush, Mike Huckabee, Rand Paul, Carly
Fiorina, Chris Christie, Lindsey Graham,
Rick Santorum and “uncommitted” and
then add 228 votes, you would not reach

B COMMENTARY

the number of votes Gray picked up in
Midland County.

It was hard for Midland County Repub-
licans to explain.

Elizabeth Gray, from what can be found
on the Intemnet, is from the Central ‘“Texas
city of Taylor in Williamson County A
blog called “lovinglifeineurope” has a
post about tracking down Gray. It is titled
“In Search of Elizabeth Gray, Candidate
for US President.” Questions posed to
papers in Taylor and the Austin American-
Statesmen in that blog provided little help
in finding information. There is only the
assumpfion that she paid the $5,000 filing

fee to run (one of two ways to get on the
ballot).

There is a Facebook page dedicated to
Gray’s run for office — “Elizabeth Gray 4
President 2016.” It has been “liked” nine
times, features a cartoon figure on mul-
tiple posts and did offer a link to a Time
Wamer Cable News story about Gray's
campaign: “73-Year-Old Texas Woman
Suspends Campaign for President of the
United States.”

The TWCN story quotes the Williamson
County GOP chairman, who said, “We've
done some investigating to try and find
her; so far we have been unsuccessful but
everyone campaigns in their own way."

So how will the Midland County
record books show 878 votes went for an

unknown septuagenarian whose public-
ity begins and ends on the first page of a
Google search?

Midland County Elections Administra-
tor Deborah Land has a theory, which
fittingly involves the number 13. Gray oc-
cupied ballot position 13 on the Midland
County ballot, and that ended up being
lucky for her.

As Land said, the first 12 names of
those running for the Republican nomina-
tion for president appeared on the left-
hand side of the screen. In the software
being used by Midland County, position
13 and position 14 (“uncommitted™) ap-
peared on the top of the right-hand side. It

Please see UNKNOWN/2A

NEW FLIGHT TO PHOENIX Council OKs

ABOVE: board the ina
make their way to the tarmac for the

American Airlines
offers Permian Basin
new destination west

From staff reports
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Vegas and United
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American Airfines direct flight from Midiand to Phoenix early Thursday afternoon. BELOW: Passengers
flight to Phoenix.

measure
concerning

affordable

housing

By Cassie Burton
churton@mrit.com

The Midland City Council approved
a measure last week that would make
affordable housing units one step closer
to reality.

Council members supported the pro-
posed Merritt Monument Housing Devel-
opment that, if it fulfills enough critena
for the Texas Department of Housing and
Community Affairs, would lead to add-
ing an affordable housing complex near
Leisure Drive and Rocky Lane.

The apartments, if ultimately approved
by TDHCA, would be built by a private
company, Merritt Monument Litd.

No city funding was allotted. The
council voted to approve the development
because for projects submitted to TD-
HCA, one of the critena to receive state
funding is approval by city leaders.

The council did not vote to rehabilitate
the Chaparral Apartments, an affordable
housing facility because if two hous-
ing initiatives have the same number
of points on a TDHCA critena sheet,
funding would automatically go toward
rehabilitating existing units rather than
adding new ones, according to Council-
man John B. Love Ill. -

“Granted, (rehabilitating Chaparral) 15
what we need, but we'd like to put adding
more units forward instead of having to
chance that we wouldn’t get those addi-
tional units,” said Love, who has expen-
ence with the affordable housing process.
“It is a bit of a complicated process. ... |
think council was a little bit apprehensive
about sending both of those options to
the TDHCA because | think adding ad-
ditional affordable housing is more of a

priority.”

Grady heads to 4th
straight vegional lourney
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Biddle says aircraft took
off, banked to the west and
then crashed near the end
of the runway.

Biddle had no informa-
tion on where the plane
was headed.

AUSTIN

Sex offender on Texas
10 Most Wanted list
caught in Missouri

A convicted sex offender
on the Texas 10 Most
Wanted fugitives list has
been caught in Missour.

The Texas Department
of Public Safety on Thurs-
day announced the arrest
of 56-year-old Robert
Houston Hayes. He was
captured Feb. 25 at a rural
home in Harrisonville,
Missour.

Hayes in October failed
to arrive at a halfway
house in El Paso after be-
ing released from a facility
in Houston.

Records show Hayes
in 1998 was convicted
of sexual assault of an
| |-year-old girl in Nebras-
ka and sentenced to three
years in prison.

Hayes lived in Amarillo
and the Albuguerque, New
Mexico, area before hein$
sent to a Texas prison in |
2013 for failing to register
as a sex offender.

Hayes 1s wanted in New
Mexico for armed robbery,
aggravated battery and
probation violation.

SALVESTON
Report says levees
more cost effective

than coastal barrier

A report by a six-county
group seeking better hur-
ricane protection for the _
Texas coast says extending
mainland levees and build-
ing a levee ring around
the east end of Galveston
Island would be cheaper
and have more economic
impact than a proposed a
55-mile seawall.

The Gulf Coast Com-
munity Protection and
Recovery District cost-ef-
fectiveness study estimates
that the extension and ring
would cost arqund $3.5
billion to build. In return, it
estimates the system would
provide $1.2 billion in an-
nual benefits to the region.

The seawall, proposed
by experts at Texas A&M
University at Galveston, 1s
estimated to cost $5.8 bil-
rion and only have an an-
nual benefit of $1 billion.

“The annual benefits
are greater” for the levee
alternative, the report says.
“This can be attributed to
the enhanced level of pro-
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1s Land's theory that some
voters made a selection for
president and then looked
at the right-hand side and
picked Gray thinking she
and “uncommitted” were
the choices for some other
office. By picking Gray; it
undid their previous pick
for L.

voters, accord-
ing to Land, then went
through the rest of the
ballot, didn’t review their
selections — which would
have shown a selection for
Gray for president — and

wmmu.m
ike a far-fetched reason
— blch 16
ible for 16 percent
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state, right?

Well, according to Land,
there were at least four oth-

native is
said, it o
Support |

of who would
tn:;wt.'rheulmded
levee that was analyzed for
the study would 'run north
along State Highway 146.
It would leave some com-
munities, including Bacliff
and San Leon, wi
protection. It also would,,
not include any '
for areas west of Galves-
ton’s Scholes International

“Airport, or on Bolivar
Peninsula.

Hurricane lke caused
$19.3 billion of damage
in Texas in 2008. Since
then, there have been
no large-scale federal or
state projects approved to
prevent the type of storm-
surge damage that occurred
during Ike. According to
Henry, Individual cities,
counties and institutions
have used federal money to
harden their own infra-
structure against the type
damage lke caused.

DALLAS
Safety issues cited
to close Dallas
psychiatric hospital

Texas health regulators
have ‘'ordered the largest
psychiatric hospital in
Dallas to close because of
safety problems that en-
danger patients, a newspa-
per reported Thursday.

The Department of State
Health Services, i a Dec.
10 letter, told Timberlawn
Mental Health System
to surrender its license
and pay a $1 million fine,
according to documents
obtained by The Dallas
Morning News.

State officials cited a
patient’s 2014 suicide,
violent fights among pa-
tients, dirty conditions and
medical records issues at
the 144-bed complex.

“The list of serious
issues kept stacking up,
and we had to draw the
line,” said Carrie Wil-
liams, spokeswoman for
the Texas agency. “It’s rare
that we get to this point
with a hospital. Safety has

to be paramount.”
During four visits last

year, between February
and July, state inspectors
found other instances in
which dangerous objects
were left within reach of
patients. During one visit,
staff “could not account
for the whereabouts™ of at
least six patients. Violence
broke out among four
patients, and a sexual en-
counter occurred between
two others.

Universal Health Ser-
vices Inc., which owns
Timberlawn, says it's
made improvements at the
108-year-old campus, plus
brought in new leader-
ship and consultants. The

company seeks to keep
the hospital open and will

the ight position with
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it). And those four counties
— Wilhamson, Grayson,

Leon and Navarro — Bad

the same issues with voting

A

tween .76 percent
(the statewide

tunities assisted the elderly,
low-income and disabled
people in Red River, Titus,
Lamar, Franklin, Momis,
Rains, Hopkins and Delta
counties.

An audit was done in
2014. Prosecutors say
the nonprofit closed last
August due to insolvency
and allegations of phony
or altered invoices and
kickbacks.

ROUND ROCK
Former teacher:
sentenced for sexual
misconduct

A former teacher and

- coach at a Round Rock

high school has been .
sentenced to three years in
prison for having sexual
contact with a student..

teacher and track coach
at McNeil High School
since 2004. He was put on
administrative leave before
resigning last year.

Cotten was previously
accused of misconduct

with a student at another

Central Texas school in
2000. The incident wasn't
reported to the Texas Edu-
cation Agency.

HOUSTON

Suspects sought in

mwg‘t&em
4t : :
tion sponsored by Republi-
can Sen. Stuart Ingle. The
law ensures new neighbors
cannot sue agricultural
producers for being too

noIsY.

The governor also signed

a measure that allows the
courts to grant permanent
restraining orders against
convicted sexual predators
to keep them from contact-
ing their victims,
Courts also will be
able to grant those orders
victim to be present in the
courtroom.

NEW MEXICO
23 inmates at
prison confirmed
with flu virus

LOS LUNAS — Of-
ficials at the Central New
in say
there’s been an increase of
flu cases among inmates
O P fagmtred
or
presénting symptoms con-
sistent with the influenza
treatment.
Prison officials say 31
patients have flu symptoms

so far.

The New Mexico Cor-
rections Department’s
medical provider, Corizon,

partnered with the
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By Emily Schmall time he’s already
said Demnn attorney Seth
Associated Press  Byiler, who is not involved
FORT WORTH — in the case.
The Texas teenager who Couych ﬁm
| used an “affluenza” de- notoriety for
fense in a deadly drunken- fluenza dﬁfm M
driving wreck is expected D¢ had been coddled by
to waive all detention hear- DI wealt;ey parents _:g}lo
ings and stay in jail until a sense Of UTesponsioll-
un:ningl‘)next:jmmh,a ity — after the wreck that
strategy that may be aimed killed four people in June
at ing him out of jail 2013 when he swerved off
at the begi 'gofhjs a road south of Fort Worth.
adult Then 16, Couch’s blood-al-
Ethan Couch waived his  cohol level was three times
right to a Friday hearing the legal limit for adult
and “all signs point” to him  drivers. He was sentenced
waiving the subsequent to 10 years’ probation, and
hearings every 10 days the judge’s decision not
that he’s entitled to under to incarcerate him incited
the juvenile system, said widespread anger.
Tarrant County District The teen returned to the
Attorney spokeswoman spotlight in December after
Samiantha Jordan. he missed an appointment
His case will officially ~ With his probation officer.
trangfer to the adult system Couch and his mother were
on his April 11 birthday. found later that month in
Jordan expects a hearing the Mexican resort city
that week to set new terms  Of Puerto Vallarta after a
of his adult probation. phone call to Domino's
Couch could face up to 120 tipped off authorities to
days in jail as a condition their whereabouts. Couch
of his adult probation. initially fought deporta-
Although Couch won't tion, spending a month in a
receive official credit for Mexico City immigration
the time he's currently detention facility before
serving, legal experts say agreeing to be transferred
a judge will informally to Fort Worth.
consider that time, which A judge sent Couch to
is why Couch’s attorneys adult court and back to
may choose to waive all county jail in February, and
detention hearings. ordered a hearing to take

“They’re betting the
judge won’t pu* ‘um in
jail at the beginning of
probation because of the

place every 10 days while
he is behind bars. The first
one was to occur Friday.
Couch has been held in a

Odessa police say

Jalled until Apnl blrthday

“compliant,” has said that
solitary confinement is for
his safety.

Dallas attorney Peter
Schulte, who also 1s not
involved in the case, thinks
Couch being sent to jail
immediately when he turns
19 is unlikely.

“l don’t see that happen-
ing since he’s been in jail
for so long,” said Schulte.
“1 think it all kind of de-
pends on how he behaves
in juvenile lock-up.”

If Couch violates his
probation in the adult sys-
tem, he could face up to 10

_ years in prison per death.

Couch’s mother, Tonya
Couch i1s under house ar-
rest on charges she helped
her son flee to Mexico

after a video surfaced that
appeared to show him at a

party where people were
drinking — a violation of

his probation. She faces
two to 10 years in prison if
convicted of hindering the
apprehension of a felon.

Her next court date has not -

been set.

than 200 followers into an
armed confrontation that
forced federal Bureau of
Land Management agents
and contract cowboys to
abandon an effort to corral
and remove Bundy cattle
from federal lands where he

was accused of letting them

graze for decades without
paying federal fees.

t the family home in
Bunkerville, Nevada, Cliv-
en Bundy’s wife, Carol,
acknowledged that her
husband and sons Ammon,
Ryan, Melvin and David

' Bundy were in federal

Time to Trim the Trees!
Mention this ad for Free Haul and Dump!

_MW

“llmlybchwethis
is showing the federal

mm thinks they
unlimited power
over we the " Carol
Associated
Press in a brief telephone
interview. “What kind of
do we have?””
ment in U.S. District Coun
in Las 1s similar to
one filed Feb. 11, the day
after Cliven Bundy was
arrested as he arrived in
Portland to visit Ammo-
nand Ryan Bundy in jail.
In the Nevada armed
showdown case, charges
include conspiracy to com-
mit an offense against the
United States; threatening
a federal law enforcement
officer; obstruction of jus-
tice; attempting to impede
or injure a federal law
enforcement officer; and
several firearms charges.
The indictment alleges
co-defendants recruited,
trained ancG provided sup-
port to armed men and
other Bundy followers
during a dispute over more
than $1 million in unpaid
grazing fees and penalties.
Officials say the fees still
haven't been paid
It identifies Cliven
Bundy as the leader and
beneficiary of the con-
spiracy, and Ammon and
Ryan Bundy as leaders and
organizers of about 200
gunmen and followers.
The result: A picket line

Fun Facts Sponsored by

FRAHKLIN FOLIAGE

Mhn Slm 1981"

685-3521 3

www.frankiinfol Lcom

Delemus was run-
ning for Strafford County
sheriff in New Hampshire
when he was arrested. He
appeared in custody in fed-
eral court in Concord, New
Hampshire, for a detention
hearing that was postponed
until Monday. His wife,
Republican state Rep.
Susan DelLemus, said she
planned to hire a lawyer
for his defense

Federal officials identi-
fied others arrested Thurs-
day as: Blaine Cooper of
Humboldt, Anizona; Enic J.
Parker and Steven A. Stew-
art, both of Hailey, ldaho;
O. Scott Drexler of Challis,
Idaho; Richard R. Lovelien
of Westville, Oklahoma,
Todd C. Engel of Bound-
ary County, Idaho; Gregory
P. Burleson of Phoenix;
Joseph D. O'Shaughnessy
of Cottonwood, Arizona,
and Micah L. McGuire and
Jason D. Woods both of

Chandler, Arizona.

i'\

In Alaska it is illegal to shoot at a moose from the window of an airplane

or other flying vehicle.
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A chameleon’s tongue is twice the length of its body.

Dillard’s

MARCH 2016 WALK TEST EVENT
MARCH 1 - MARCH 3!
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e parents slain as they | ,
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= siept, son charge

fore

Juma. Associated Press Wednesday's fatal shooting

ith the of James Gregory McDon-

heriff's "ODESSA — Odessa ald and Jana Lou McDon-

eve she police have confiscated ';‘;:g*ﬁtglicc are seeking a

he resul a handgun from a home | . o

nedical in the investigation of a LeSueur says the sus- To see how comfortable our shoes are, purchase

pect’s 23-year-old sister

| 7-year-old high school was home but not hurt. An

student accused of killing

_ affidavit says she told po-
his parents as they slept. lice that her brother came

James Gabriel Mc- into her room and said he
Donald was being held planned to shoot their par-
Thursday on a capital ents. She thought he was
murder charge and $2 mil-  kidding until he walked out
lion bond. and she heard gunfire.

Cpl. Steve LeSueur (luh- Jail records don't list an
SWEER’) says the teen attorney to speak for the
was charged as an adult in  suspect.
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any of our select styles during the month of
MARCH and wear them for 10 DAYS.

If for any reason you're not completely
satisfied, return the shoes with the receipt,
and we'll give you a full refund. No pressure.




20/20, 1023 S. Grant Ave. $10-820.
facebook.com/club20200dessa.

B “Disney’s The Little Mermaid” at
Midiand Community Theatre, 2000 W.
Wadley Ave. mctmidiand.org.

B Darren Weich Group at The
Bar, 606 W. Missouri Ave.

B Texas Heat Band at Detour Bar,
1708 Rankin Highway.

Sports in Midland

B Tournament of
baseball at Security State Ballpark
B Boys basketball, Region |-3A
Tournament, Chaparral Center.

Gas prices in Midiand |

B Cheapest gas: $1.41 (H-E-B.
Loop 25(0/Andrews Highway, Sam's
Ciub, SH 191/Tradewinds)

B Most expensive: $1.79 (Chev-
ron, Rankin Highway/ECR 135

B Most common price: 1.59

B Cheapest prices across West
Texas: Midland $1 41, Odessa $1.43,
Abilene $1.48 Lubbock $1.49, San

Angelo $1.49

Thursday
LAaSt week

Last month
Last year

Mid-Od
$1.508
$1.506
$1.587
$2.286

$1.510

Source: TexasGasPrices.com

Gas prices jump

across Texas

COPPELL — Retail gasoline
prces across Texas have jumped an

Associated Press

Republican presidential candidate Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., makes a point as businessman Donald Trump listens during a Republican presidential primary debate at

Fox Theatre on Thursday in Detroit.

Candidates err on inheritances, terrorism, jobs

By Calvin Woodward and
Martin Crustinger

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — On taxes,
| trade and drug prices, viewers of

| the latest Republican debate didn't

| get a straight story. And Donald
| Trump spun fiction about 9/11.

. Thursday night and how they com-

A look at some of the claims

| pare with the facts:

Toxas
$1601 |

DONALD TRUMP: Families

§1580 | of the 9/11 hijackers were allowed

$2239 |

10 leave the U.S. around the time

- of the attacks, even though “they

knew what was happening. The
wife knew exactly what was hap-

. pening. Tht'y left two dﬂ)"-‘* early

. and they watched their hugband

| on television flying into the World
. Trade Center, flying into the Pen-
| tagon.”

the average pnce at the pump rose 10 |

$1.60 per gallon. Nationwide gasoline | the U.S. before or after the attacks.

prices are up 9 cents this weex 10
reach an average $1.80 per galion

as has the most expensive gasoline
this week in Texas at $1.68 per gallon

Orivers in Corpus Christ and San
Antonio have the cheapes! gasoline
al an average $1.52 per galion

Source. Associated Press
CRMWD lake levels

THE FACTS: No relatives of
the hiyjackers were known to be in

Trump appears to be confus-

The association survey found Dak - ing relatives of the hijackers with

' relatives of Osama bin Laden who

were 1n the U.S. at the time. They

| left the U.S. nine days after the

Contents Percent |

(acre-feet)
142 142
48 663
68,088
258 893

Thomas
Spence
e

Totals

70.86
9.41

20.35

ull |

1228 |

Source: Colorado River |

Mumicipal Water Distnct

Watering schedule

The current outdoor watering
scheduie allows residents and bus:-
nesses in the city of Midiand o water
WICE DOl week

Even-numbered addresses may
water outdoors on Saturdays and
Wednesdays

Odd-numbered addresses may
water outdoors bn Fridays and
Tuesdays

Any violation may result in a fine
Jp 1o $500

The washing outdoor surfaces ban
s shill in effect

Source: City of Midiand

Spring break camp

Kids between the ages of 6 and
12 are invited 10 the City of Midiand's
MLK Adventures Spring Break Camp
from March 7-11

Hosted by the Parks & Recreation
Division, the camp will start at 1 p.m
and end at 5 p.m. each day anG cost
$40 for the entire week.

Activities will include arts and
crafts, indoor and outdoor sports,
cooking class, board games and
much more in an effort to stimulate
creativity, entertainment, teamwork,
and good sportsmanship. |

Parents can register their children
now & the MLK Jr. Community Center
at 2300 Butternut Lane during reguiar
business hours. For more information,
please call 432-685-7355 or email

Joey Jolly at jajolly @ midiandiexas
gov

Lottery

Pick 3 moming: 0-5 6
Pick 3 day: 5-6-2

Pick 3 evening: 5-8-1
Pick 3 night: 4-8-1
Daily 4 moming: 6-6-8-0
Dally 4 day: 7-3-30
Daily 4 3-5-98
4 night: 3-2-1-2
Five: 03-12-14-24-25
Texas Two Step: 00-14-15-24,
Bonus: 20
All or morning: 05-05-
09-11-13-15-17-18-20-21-22-23
All or Nothing day: 01-05-08-08-
09-10-13-14-15-19-22-23

omo-nmm
12 14-15- ’ t M"

attacks, not two days before.
After bin LLaden became the
prime suspect in the attacks, Saud:

Arabia organized the evacuation of

more than 20 members of his fam-
Ily — mostly nieces and nephews

from the United States because
some feared reprisals from Ameri-
cans. The Bush administration
came under harsh crnticism for the
action.

TED CRUZ on his proposal to
abolish the IRS: “Now, at the end
of that there will still be an office

~ in the Treasury Department to
. receive the postcards, but it will be

dramatically simpler.”
THE FACTS: Cruz dodged the
question of how the tax system

| will be enforced if he abolishes
| the IRS and has people pay taxes

:

for a primetime debate in

on simple postcard-like forms. No
matter how simple taxes might

B Fact CHECK

become, the government still has
to make sure people are paying
their share, and that takes a large
workforce. It's not just a matter of
receiving postcards.

Cruz’s flat tax would consolidate
seven tax brackets into one at 10
percent. It's almost certain that
this level would give the wealthy
huge tax breaks and cause budget
deficits to soar.

TRUMP: “Because of the fact
that the pharmaceutical companies
are not mandated to bid properly,
they have hundreds of billions of
dollars in waste.”

THE FACTS: This relates to
Trump's unachievable promise
to save $300 billion by allowing
Medicare to negotiate prescription
drug prices. That's impossible be-
cause the entire country — Medi-
care, private insurance, individuals
and other government programs —
spends about $300 billion on drugs
($297.7 billion in 2014).

Trump's promise could only be
fulfilled, in essence, if drugs were
iree,

Savings estimates from Medi-
care-negotiated drug prices have
not been nearly as huge as Trump
supposes.

A study last year by the advo-
cacy group Public Citizen and a
professor at Carleton University
in Ottawa estimated that Medi-
care's prescription program would
save $15.2 billion to $16 billion
a year if it were able to get the
same discounted prices for brand
name drugs that state Medicaid
programs and the Veterans Health
Administration receive.

That’s far from a $300 billion
savings.

MARCO RUBIO dismissed
Trump’s business record, saying
he “inherited over $100 million.”

THE FACTS: That’s hard to
pin down. Trump’s father, Fred
Trump, died in 1999, and left

behind an estate publicly estimated
at between $200 million to $250
million. But no firm numbers are
available — and the estate was to
be split among Trump and two of
his siblings.

If Rubio’s estimate is high,
however, Trump’s insistence that
he only received a “small loan™
from his father is even harder to
justify. Fred Trump not only gave
his son an initial stake, but also
guaranteed loans on the Grand
Hyatt project that first made
Trump’s name. Fred Trump also
let his son borrow against his
future inheritance — and, in 1991,
one of Trump's casinos admitted it
had broken New Jersey law by ac-
cepting an illicit $3.5 million loan
from Fred Trump.

TRUMP: “We are getting ab-
solutely crushed on trade. ... With
China we're going to lose $505
billion in terms of trades. You just
can't do it. Mexico, $58 billion.
Japan, probably about, they don’t
know it yet, but about $109 bil-
lion.”

THE FACTS: Trump is way
off on the U.S. merchandise trade
deficit with China. It was $365.7 .
billion in 2015 — indeed, a record
and the largest deficit the United
States had with any colntry.

But the U.S. deficit with all

countries last year was $531.5
ballion, up from $508.3 billion
in 2014, close to the $505 billion
deficit that Trump assigned just to
one country, China. Trump did get
the deficit with Mexico correct.

But not Japan. His estimate of
a $109 billion trade deficit with
Japan compares with the actual
deficit of $68.6 billion last year.

TRUMP: Repeating his ad-
vocacy of harsh interrogation of
terrorism suspects, “We should go
for waterboarding and we should
go tougher than waterboarding.
That’s my opinion.” Asked what
he'd do if the military refuses to
go along with the order because
it's against U.S. law, “They don’t

refuse. They're not going to refuse
me. Believe me.”

THE FACTS: Members of the
military are obligated to refuse to
follow an order that is illegal under
the Uniform Code of Military Jus-
tice. If they follow unlawful ones,
they risk punishment.

CRUZ: Obamacare is “the big-
gest job killer in America.”

THE FACTS: That eve n
assertion flies in the face of an
unemployment rate that has fallen
to 4.9 percent from 9.9 percent
in March 2010, when President
Barack Obama signed the health
care law.

The economy has_ added more
than 13.4 million jobs during that
period.

While the health care law
doesn’t seem to have had a major
impact on jobs, some lesser conse-
quences are likely. The Congres-
sional Budget Office projected
that the availability of government
subsidized health insurance will
prompt some people to drop out
of the labor market, since they
can get coverage without holding
down a job.

TRUMP: “] beat Hillary
Clinton in many polls. The Pew
poll just came out. | beat Hillary
Clinton in a recent Fox poll, I beat
Hillary Clinton in USA Today, |
beat her today in a poll in Ohio. |
beat — I'm the only one that beats
Hillary Clinton.”

THE FACTS: Actually the lat-
est Fox poll finds Clinton besting
him, while a USA Today poll has
him on top.

In a sea of.polling since May —
some with sound methodology and
others without — Clinton is far

- more often found to be the likely

winner over Trump in a hypotheti-
cal matchup. But even scientifical-
ly solid polling during the primary
season is a poor measure of what's
likely to happen when the two
parties have two nominees running
against each other in the fall.

Romney, McCain: Trump is a danger for America’s future

By Steve Peoples and
Brady McCombs

Associated Press

SALT LAKE CITY —
In an extraordinary display
of Republican chaos,
the party’'s most recent
presidential nominees, Mitt
Romney and John McCain,
lambasted current front-
runner Donald Trgmp on
Thursday, calling him unfit
for office and a danger for
the nation and the GOP.

“His is not the tempera-
ment of a stable, thought-
ful Jeader,” Romney
declared. He called Trump
“a phony” who is “play-
ing the American public
for suckers,” a man whose

“imagination must not be
married to real power.”

The criticism set the tone

which Trump lashed back,
calling Romney
candidate™ who lost to
Barack Obama four years
ago because he was such a
poor candidate. The loss.

Tmmp charged, was “an
embarrassment.”

The vicious feud marked
a near- sce-
nario pitting the Republi-
can Party’s most nt

leaders, past gnd L,

“a failed Underlying

against each other as
Democrats
around Hillary

begin to unite
Clinton.
the clash is

contested convention to
secure the nomination.

In the most notable ver-
bal attacks against Trump
and his
2012 running mate, House
Speaker Paul Ryan, urged

to date, Romney

voters in the s

terms to shun the former
reality television star for
the good of country, and

party.
The GOP's 2008

nominee, Arizona Sen.
McCun. joined in, raising
“many concerns about Mr.
Trump’s uninformed and
indeed dangerous state-

ments on national

issues.” That echoes the
worries of dozens of lead-

whichever one of the other
two contenders has the
hestchanccofbuﬁnng
Trump in a given state,”
Romney said.

Romney advisers have
recently sought informa-
tion on a contested conven-
tion; though there appeared

' be no concrete planning

that ility and it
was unc wbetlwrtlmr

interest in becoming
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and foreign policy offi-
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Early takers say new SAT
‘wasn’t so bad’ and not so tricky

By Jennifer C. Kerr

Associated Press

WASHINGTON —

Not so tricky. More
straightforward. Guess-

ing allowed. The newly
rethngnedSATcolleg
entrance exam that debuts
nmllySmdayls

reviews from

somco the students who
took it early this week.

The new exam focuses
less on arcane vocabulary
words and more on real-
world leaming and analysis
by students. Students no
longer will be penalized for

new, the College

owns the SAT, has restrict-
ed the exam on Saturday to

forsc

Peoplewhodontfallmto
these ¢ have been

ategories
rescheduled to take the May

test, which will be released
at a point afterward. The
College Board said it took
the action because of con-
cerns about ible theft. .
The new SAT continues
to test reading, writing and
math, with an emphasis on
analysis. Gone: some of
those obscure vocabulary
words like “lachrymose™
that left kids memoniz-
ing flash cards for endless
hours. Test-takers will
instead see more widely
known words used in the
classroom. Students will
have to demonstrate their
ability to determine mean-
ing in different contexts.
Go ahead, take a guess.
Test-takers no longer will

be penalized for wrong
answers

In math, students will see
more algebra and lem
solving, instead of testing
a wide range of math con-
cepts. But use of calcula-
tors is limited to certain
questions.

Overall, there are fewer
questions — 154 on the
new test plus one for the

essay, compared to 171 on

the old version.
Students will have a

choice about whether to

write the essay.

at Woodrow Wﬂson ngh
School in the nation’s
capital, says he really didn't
mind the new SAT.

“There aren’t as many
questions where it’s trying
to trick you ... It was much
more straightforward,” he
said '

For math, he said, “the
new version was a lot more
like basic concepts, so it
wouldn’t be very obscure
formulas that you have to
remember. If you had the
basics of algebra down,
even if the problem was dif-
ficult, you could work your
way through it.”

Said classmate Isabel Su-
arez: “I liked it better than
the old one. | thought that it
was way more applicable to
what we've been leaming in
school. The English was a
lot easier for me than it was
with the old one.”

Isabel, a junior, said the
math was a little harder. “It
was more algebra based,
but I think I was able to
perform a lot better on it
than the old one because
it was stuff that | actually
learned in school.”

Some advice from Lee
Weiss, {an Test Prep’s
vice president of college

admissions programs, on
taking the new SATSs:
“If you've been preparing

y

confident. If you haven't,
you can take this test again
or you can take the ACT,
t00. It's not the end of the
world if you don’t perform
well,” he said.

Don’t skip the es-
say. Weiss said Kaplan's
research of college admis-
sions officers shows that
many of the top most-
competitive programs for

college do look at the essay

and it’s an important part
of their admissions process.
“Make sure you are writing
a good, structured essay
that. answers the prompt,”
said Weiss. “Make sure that
you are varying your word
choice and your sentence
structure.” _

On reading, Ned John-
son, president of PrepMat-
ters, said students should
be literal, not literary. He
said students could help
themselves by coming up
with their own answers be-
fore looking at the options
provided.

Johnson says the new test
has math problems that are
much wordier than before.
“Read slowly,” he said. “If
you read and analyze the
problems piece by piece,
you can avoid feeling over-
whelmed and ‘translate’ all
those words into math, you
know how to do.”

TO ALL INTERESTED
PERSONS AND PARTIES:

Troy Vines, Incorporated has applied to the
Texas Commission on Environmental Qual-
ity (TCEQ) for issuance of Air Quality Per-
mit No. 139059, which would authorize con-
struction of a rock crushing plant located at

2219 South CR 1101,

Midland, Midland

County, Texas 79706. Additional information
concerning this application is contained in
the public notice section of this newspaper.

8¢t
her job back. Nearly 3,000
commented as well, many
expressing shock that the

with the student’s cell-
phone, State Law Enforce-
ment Division s

Thom Berry said Thursday.

School officials are
unsure how many people
saw the image. None of
the students involved have
been sus or ex-
pelled, although criminal
charges are likely, Eubanks
told The Associated Press
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school’s vocational center.
She did not immediately
return messages left Thurs- -
day by the AP.

Arthur told local media
that it’s part of her job
to monitor the hallway
between classes. But Eu-
banks said some students
said she was in an adjoin-
ing room at the time, and
that’s why her director told
her to resign or be fired
for failing to supervise her
class. ‘

“We all make stupid
decisions when we're 16,
Arthur told WYFF-TV.

Still, “he bad the ultimate
decision to take pictures of .
my pictures and he had the
ultimate decision to send
them out.”
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B He's not going to be leading
Sunday school class, but that’s
beside the point

ned to the evangeli-
cals? were su to
be the bedrock of the Ted Cruz
candidacy. Yet, on Super Tuesday he lost
them to Donald Trump.

Cruz still did make a reasonably
Texas, the latter by an impressive 17 points.
But he didn’t have the great night he need-
ed to put away Marco Rubio and emerge as
Trump's one remaining challenger.

Cruz had done all the groundwork to
win evangelicals and sweep the South
by putting together strong alliances with
local pastors and leaders. And yet, outside
Oklahoma and Texas, he lost them to
Trump by stunning margins — by 21
points in Alabama, 13 in Georgia, 14 1n
Tennessee, 16 in Virginia and 36 in, of all
places, Massachusetts.

How could this have happened? A more
‘scripturally, spiritually flawed man than
Trump would be hard to find. As sev-
eral anti-Trump evangelical voices have
argued, Christian witness cannot possibly
support a thrice-married man with such an

impressive list of sins, featuring especially
spectacular displays of the seven deadlys.
These theological arguments are both

OUR

e e e

Midland County voters,
elections office deserves
credit for job well done

Friday is sometimes the day when the Reporter-Telegram Edi-

entire primary cycles in 2004 and 2012.

their voice to be heard so much.

case here. Be proud, Midlanders.

way it's supposed happen.

Trump becomes

torial Board throws out “laurels” for a job well-done.

Well, after a primary day unlike any other in recent mem-
ory, we want to throw out laurels to the Midland County Elections
Office and to the voters in Midland County.
| Tuesday was an experience that caught many of us elgctions vet-
erans off guard. Nothing about the turnout was normal., lurnout for
the day was greater than any primary day or Election Day going
| back more than a decade. It also surpassed the totals seen during

| Needless to say, it was a challenge for the voters who waited to
cast their ballots. There were reports of people standing in lines
more than two hours. In fact, many people waited well past 9 p.m.
to vote (when the polls technically closed at 7 p.m.). It is a shame
that as they waited, some networks were calling the races for presi-
dent. The rush to get information out sadly trumps the elections
process. Still they waited. and we compliment them for wanting

We also credit the Midland County Elections Office, its staff and
volunteers, who made sure those wanting the opportunity to make
their voice heard got the chance. We have long admired those who
worked in the Elections Office, including past county elections
administrators, who acted in the best interest of the voter. Current
office holder Deborah Land is following in capable footsteps. Early
voting results weren’t released until every person voted. That's the

Could there have been more machines in use? Maybe, but we un-

eloquent and impassioned but, in this sea-
son of fear and anxiety, beside the point.
This time around, evangelicals are not
looking for someone like them. They're
looking for someorel who will protect
them.

They've tried backing exemplary Scrip-
ture-guoting Christians — without resuit.
After Mike Huckabee and Rick Santorum
and considerations of Cruz himself, they are
increasingly reluctant to support like-minded
candidates who are nonetheless incapable of,
advancing their cause in a hostile political
arena so dominated by seculansm.

They have no illusions about Trump.
They have no expectations of religious
uplift. What he offers them is not spirit
but “muscle” (to borrow a word from the
notorious former Professor Melissa Click
of the University of Missour).

The transaction was illuminated by
Trump’s January speech at Liberty Uni-
versity. His earlier halfhearted attempts to
pose as a fellow evangelical were amusing

We also compliment voters of Midland County for making the
most of the situation. We didn't hear reports of crowds getting out
of hand. Op the contrary — the reports we heard were of Midland
County voters taking the high road, doing their jobs as educated
voters and being as patient as possible. In some other communi-
ties long lines created much different situations, but that"wasn’t the

great

ugmﬁnhhpﬂ.bm

how Christians are massa-
T

political

ises is to
gates and protect the faithful inside. He's
the Roman centurion standing between
them and both barbarians abroad and ag-
gressive secularists at home.

The message is clear: | may not be one
of you. | can’t recite or even correctly cite
Scripture. But I will patrol the borders of
Christendom on your behalf. After all,
who do you want out there — a choir boy
or a tough guy with a loaded gun and a
kick-ass demeanor?

Evangelicals answered resoundingly.
They went for Trump in a rout.

The essence of Trump's appeal every-
where, far beyond evangelicals, is pre-
cisely the same: “I'm tough, I will protect
you.” That’s why he remains so bullet-
proof. His lack of policy, the contradictory
nature of his ments that pass as

policy — especially their capricious erup-

draconian ion stance lies not in
‘the policy but in the attitude — a not-

going-to-take-it-anymore defiance.

That's the reason none of the rhetori-
cal outrages that would have destroyed
another have even left a mark
He mocks John McCain’s hero-
ism, Carly Fiorina's looks, fawns
over Vladimir Putin — nothing. If any-
thing, he gains support for fearless “telling
4t like it is” candor.

This is a man who three times-last
Sunday refused to disavow David Duke
and the Ku Klux Klan. No other candidate
could survive that. Trump not sur-
vives, he thrives. Two days later, he wins
seven out of 11 Super Tuesday states and
ascengs to the threshold of presumptive
nominee. -

Which is why the only possible way
to stop Trump is a full-scale, open-the-
bomb-bay-doors attack on the very core
of his appeal: his persona of the tough guy
you can trust to protect you.

It may be too late. But
will simply bounce off the Teflon.

else

B Trump is bringing new voters to the

party, but not exactly like Reagan did

f there's anything we thought we knew about
the GOP, it is that it is the party of Reagan.
Paying obeisance to Ronald Reagan — his
memory, his accomplishments, his policies — has
long been the price of entry to Republican presi-
dential politics. Yet, here.comes Donald Trump,
who gives no indication of caring the slightest

Kiss Reagan nostalgia goodbye

LOWRY

King Features Syndicate

derstand there was no precedent for the Elections Office to follow.
There was a high turnout, especially for Republicans. There was a
debate just days before, so there were that many more last-minute
voters. We expect many of those voting in this election were not
long-time Midlanders, and therefore didn’t take advantage of a
two-week early voting period. In addition, there were lengthy
proposijions that added to the time voters spent at the polls.
|  Our guess is, November's general election will be different.
There will be less time spent in the ballot box as many people will
vote straight party, and there won't be the long list of propositions
to keep the voter busy reading and thinking. There will be more
machines, and there will be more early voters because a late deci-
sion likely will not be required.

November will be different, but hopefully we are able to report
lots of voters. More people voting is better than the alternative, no

matter the wait.

| ELECTION DAY TOTALS GOING BACK T0 2004

| 2016 primary 13,080 2008 primary 11,830
2014 general 10,841 2006 general 12,762
2014 primary 6,023 |
2012 general 12,817 % p'"'"‘: 12';2
2012 primary 5,742 gene -
2010 general 13374 2004 pnmary 6,839
2010 primary 7,205
2008 general 13568  Source: Midland County
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From the Left | Doonesbury

about Reagan’s legacy, and he has rampaged to
front-runner status anyway.

It is like Trump set out to kick down the door of
the House of Reagan and the structure teetered to
the brink of collapse, more decrepit than anyone
had noticed.

What Trump has discovered 1s that many
conservatives aren’t as attached to conservative
policies as they seemed: that labels don’t mean
much to voters: that you can bring new people into
the Republican coalition instead of playing by the
old rules; and that at least a significant plurality of
primary voters don’t care whether you bend your
knee to the memory of Ronald Reagan.

In fact, Trump is showing how a secular North-
eastern moderate can threaten for the Republican
nomination as long as he says he’s pro-life and
pro-gun and taps voter anger and the right’s hatred
of the media. It is astonishing that Trump has
signaled that everything is negotiable and he will
be the consummate deal-maker and yet has gotten
cover from elements of the conservative media
that, until now, were most hostile to perceived
ideological deviations and to Washington deal-
making. Ladies and gentlemen, don’t try this at
home. _

For their part, Trump’s tivals are — for under-
standable reasons — beholden to a Reagan nostal-
gia that has long been prevalent on the right.

Their Reagan references stir the hearts of the
old faithful (like me). But with every passing year,

they become a little less relevant to everyone else.

It isn't why they are losing, but Ted Cruz and
Marco Rubio have been fighting back against
Trump with messages that run in well-womn ruts.
It's always a shining city on a hill. And morn-
ing again in America. Such is the hold that the
momning-again theme has on the
imagination that, bizarrely, Rubio ran a “Moming

Again in America” ad — about how bad things are
in the country.

Is it too much to ask that Republican politi-
cians come up with some of their own lines? At
times, Cruz sounds like the entire rationale of his
candidacy is to reassemble what he calls “the old
Reagan coalition.” Meanwhile, Trump is put-
ting together a new coalition by not talking about
Reagan at all.

Conservatives need to realize that all of America
is not the CPAC ballroom. To save Reaganism,
conservatives must broaden and our under-
standing of Reagan. As writer Dan McLaughlin
notes, “Reagan didn’t go around on the
pledging fealty to conservative ideals, but
explaining why his ideas would work in practice
and why they were common-sense posi in
line with what the voters already believed in.”

A new, updated version of this m is
imperative, given the new voters | by
Donald Trump and the blue-collar discontent that
he has made impossible to ignore. Like Reagan
did, conservatives must adopt policies that address
the problems of today — and sell them not as
the artifacts of an ideological orthodoxy,

his grotesque
paying heed to his voters.

At a CPAC speech in 1977, Reagan talked about
broadening the party: “If we are to attract more
working men and women of this country, we will
do so not by simply ‘making room’ for them, but
by making certain they have a say in what goes on
in the party.”

That has to be the attitude of the GOP and of the

oodersians fakou o i neret o base othicl

horse sense, well, there’s

ﬁqm:hhmmz

] L . .. . i .-:| 'I
g" ? - M‘:
B iy o i r

I“F

o _

A
1

PEFREIEE TIEFRERTIREER ECIRERS

gga

anyth
ol

2.
s :5830

P~ e | JESEE

TR L TP

528

4

J

FEFE

S5

BoFERERaAE TYSFESES



. -

:
o

amn B A W

her home in Chappaqua,
New York, to use exclu-

. sively for her work-related

\s while she was sec-

retary of state. Clinton has
from the Super
| thisweikuthe ump- is no bright line, but
tive Democratic E:mm jously tigators ideally. will look
for the presidency. his Fifth Amendment right  '© conclude an investiga-
The FBI for months against self-incrimination tion well before Election

has investigated whether 10 refuse to answer ques- . 4y OVer concerns that a
sensitive information that  tions from lawmakers signification actien could
flowed through Clinton’s investigati sway the outcome or at
email server was mishan- lef“.h“?dmwm.;
dled. The State nt said Justin Shur, a former .
has acknowledged that Justice Department public

. corruption prosecutor.

some emails included clas- iaption pec

sified information, includ- Swiiges
ing at the top-secret level,  cooperating. where you're going fo take
though Clinton has said  Clinton herself has offered ~SOme investigative step and

she never sent or received  to meet with investigators.  it's going to be reparted on
anything that was marked Also complicating the ~ and il's going to get out in
classified at the time. The ing of any decision or  the public domain and it’s
inspectors general at the public announcement is going to have some impact
State t and the the chance that Clinton or  on the election,” Shur said.

U.S. intelli commu-  her former top aides could While Lynch.is techni-
nity are inves- by cally correct there is no
tigating rules or artificial deadline for re-
laws were broken. solving the Clinton inves-
“It will always be either tigation, Vladeck said the
too soon or too late,” reality is more nuanced.
said Stephen Vladeck, an “That’s not the same
American University law thing as saying that exter-
professor and national se- nal factors aren’t weighing

in_mmc of the calculus,” he

curity expert who has fol-  if any,

lowed the case. “The best  mi

Does Trump have a health
care plan? Does it matter?

By Ricardo sive plan,” Sam Clovis, that,” Trump said last year
Alonso-Zaldivar the campaign’s national at a lican forum in
Associated Press co-chairman, said in an New ire. He said

interview with The Associ- that would not be fair to
people who have paid in
for years.’

Trump's stance on
Medicare and Medicaid
seems to put him in con-

WASHINGTON —
Donald 's evolving
ideas on care do

things are would only allow critics to  flict with House Speaker
“nitpick you to death.” Paul Ryan, R-Wis. Ryan

oliti- Trump has claimed that  has advocated overhauling

es? At his plan for Medicare to both programs, channel-

e old e would save $300 bil-  privatized Medicare and

“the old prices save -

put- lion, which is about what mﬁm costs for Pepsi Or Dr. Pepper

ng about the whole country spends  Medicaid. 12 Pk. 12 0z. Cans
on such medications in a If Trump wins the nomi-

f America year. nation, “we are going to :

anism, That “feels like he is just  be in a position where our

winging it and making it nominee would not agree
' with the Republican House
and Senate caucuses,” said
GOP polister Bill Mcln-
turff, who follows health
care closely.
Clovis said Trump
believes the economy has
tommﬁ‘m“lt'lnottln
right to be talk-
ing about how to fix our
entitlement programs until
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Do you know inni
educational leaders wh
an impact on the student
they teach?

R
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Nominate them for Classroom Pioneers, a prom presented
by Pioneer Natural Resources.

Visit mrt.com/classroompioneers to nominate a Midland 1SD or Greenwood ISD
educator who stretches beyond the curriculum to inspire and motivate students to
achieve academic success.
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Celebrating Midland’s

P l O N E E R ~ innovative spirit.

NATURAL RESOURCES  Supporting our next
generation of innovators.




By Trent Johnson

tsjohnson@mri.com

At first, Mike Donehey, 35,
picked up a guitar to escape bore-
dom. After a car accident that left
him bedndden for two months,
the then 17-year-old sought a way
to avoid staring at the ceiling.

ST

raised from summer tours. The band"

nationwide tour. The Reporter-
Telegram recently sat down to
have a talk with Donehey about
the tour and the music.

MRT: Tenth Avenue North
1s 1n the midst of a sizable tour.

How's life on the road for the

or the promotion isn’t where
you'd like it to be.

On one hand it's amazing
because you show up and get
applauded for work, but you have
to check your ego. There’s an
applause for making a song, and
that's a good applause because
you re creating art, but the danger

Donehey: For anyone who
hasn't done it, the highs are
higher and the lows are lower for
on-the-road-life. You show up to
a town, and sometimes they have
amazing activities to do like surf-
ing or hiking. The lows are when

band 1s now a full-fime fixture on
the Christian music scene having
topped the Billboard Christian
music charts with their 2014
album “Cathedrals.”

Tenth Avenue North will
perform at Andrews County

Eighteen years later, he fronts
the the Christian pop/rock band
Tenth Avenue North.

In 2000, Donehey and friends
from college founded the band
and went on to release four
albums i recorded

of performing on stage is that
there's a second applause which
Is the 1dea that we re incredible
for making the music. When we
start believing the hype, that's
when it can get dangerous.

during free time with money

Expo on March 10 as part of theig

you're jn the middle of nowhere

Please see BAND/4B

Speaking out: When protecting
life becomes personal

hen | was asked to apply for the
\N/ executive director position at
Anglicans for Life, | remember
thinking “I can’t end abortion; it's too big of
an issve.” More importantly, | also remember
thinking, “It’s not about ending abortion; it’s
about touching one heart, one life at a time.”

This memory came flooding back to me
recently as | read the phrase, “Being pro-life
1s much bigger than being anti-abortion.”

When | took the job offer, I thought I was
simply signing up to address abortion, but it
quickly became apparent that being pro-life
meant much more.

First, | came to appreciate that life at every
stage of development was a unique miracle,
sacred and sanctified. | realized 1t wasn't
my job to be anti-abortion but to uphold the
sanctity of life, which includes acknowledg-
ing all the ways life is devalued, denigrated
and destroyed. (Anglicans for Life also
addresses abstinence, adoption, assisted
suicide, stem cell research and their many
sub-topics.)

Upholding the sanctity of life implies a
‘respect for life, an intent to life, as
well as an appreciation for life as a gift from
our Creator. In other words, from '
to natural death, every life should be seen
as divine and holy, set apart as sacred and
treated with honor and respect.
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