k

Q—Will the bill intro-
duced by Rep. Combest give
any relief to the city on land-
fill requirements?

A—Not according to City
Manager John Gayle. The
bill, similar to the West
Texas exemption, would
give relief only to landfills
that receive less than 20 tons
of solid waste a day. The
daily for the city of Snyder is
approximately 47 tons.

Gl e b e,
A o s R n N e s e T el S e S e s

Volunteers struggling to keep
open the only path across the rag-
ing Mississippi for a 200-mile
stretch scrambled to safety when
the river burst a levee, forcing the
bridge to be closed.

‘““We just barely made it,”” one
sandbagger said.

‘It was just a tremendous,
awesome, terrible event,’’ said
Ken Garner of the Army Corps of

v
i -
e
ol b i
'-..J"_ -
F L ¥ 1
e g AW
--l'l -l-'. Sy
i oW . .
& "
|..- v i
| L -
i £
: ’ =
& i N
g - . 0
= * 0@ ¥
[
s
i & ¥
- g a
& N W @ B -
- - -
.I I-- ] .l- -
9 L i i
® _‘_.I oE
. v
" i u =

" J g B ¢ r . . , . i
% | ] ¥ ' - i ..' ’ i N (] B i .
- . " 1 i a o 'lr . I ' T ;
- ¥ ; L - - .I:" S N
# ' . A i a . - . -
-"‘I = 8 - F - ., ¥ a . ' b g : : .: E‘I‘."."l
¥ . i " W ¥
. A . 1 i . - - 5 " ’. L
o - " ¥ i - F . —— . ..'l .t - . I J’l -'-l
: : £ - _ | Rt
; 1' . & L] J i L . W J £ _i"l ™ T A LT LN , i . : i "
- r --
: . " t L T d F ¥ g ’ . S
> m B ¥ " b F . x = " 5 B i » - i
= 1 . a s . 3 - M i P " 2 A ,-' = .‘.l"'_a _ .
-
4 '
N O o
i .
aa
- "
l‘-. " > .
o i L] r
W
N ¥
F W -
‘. - . ]
o ’.
-‘l- . .
LI ] i “w
o s o O,
-.","r'.',"' ¥ B " .
- i i m ‘ '
..:.I.-' .._ i .,l.l.|. 4
N s v e o Y s s EE s W N . - - e ' e ' ' r . ’ . » - W el
“. L . i .-‘.:._. .:}.:.‘. ;. " i , u:.'. N .'-1‘ ’ : '_FL..F_:."’._ ':_- ; o '_‘-:l-_* N e R g s Sl ¥ A g ' i
¢ iy i S

»

"
A

Engineers, who watched the
scene from a helicopter.

The force of the water sucked a
barge through the levee breach.

A gas station exploded just af-
ter the water swept through the le-
vee, spewing a stream of burning
gasoline on top of the flood. Spec-
tacular flames rose out of the wa-
ter, and dense, dark smoke bil-
lowed hundreds of feet into the

RS IHE N S HAN D o i 5 A W A

minutes.

The Midwestern deluge, which
began more than a month and a
half ago, continued Saturday.
Thunderstorms dropped as much
as 5 inches of rain on central
lowa. Heavy rain also fell over-
night in the Dakotas, Minnesota,

Il1linois, Nebraska and parts of

Wyoming.
One storm poured torrents of

water into the South Skunk River
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River bridge closed

near Ames, lowa, which almost
was cut off by flooding a week
ago. Nearly incessant lightning il-
luminated the pre-dawn sky.

The Ames area, 30 miles north
of Des Moines, got as much as 4
inches of rain within six hours Sa-
turday, said the National Weather
Service. A flash flood warning
was issued for rapidly rising
Squaw Creek in-and near Ames
and for crecks north and east of
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the city.

Flash flooding struck sparsely
populated areas of the eastern Da-
kotas. In northeastern South Da-
kota, a flood warning was posted
for the James River, a tributary of
the Missouri Riv?r. after an area’
that got 3 inches of rain Friday got
that much more Saturday.

No relief loomed anytime soon.
Thunderstorms remained likely

(see RIVEK, page 12A)

1| Local Times faster,

air. The fire went out within

Poor districts’

Council

Snyder City Council will
meet at 5:30 p.m. Monday at
City Hall for a work session
on the 1993-94 city budget.

Health unit

Immunization clinic will
not be held at Scurry County
Health Unit on Tuesday, but
will resume Thursday, July
22.

County court

Scurry County commis-
sioners will delay their
Monday meeting until Tues-
day since the court will be in
Lubbock Monday for an
area meeting on reform of
the national health-care
system.

plea is denied

AUSTIN (AP) — The Texas
Supreme Court on Friday over-
ruled a motion by property-poor
school districts that was aimed at
getting the new education finance
law changed before school opens.

““It just means we're not going
to have a hearing this summer,”’
said San Antonio lawyer Al
Kauffman of the Mexican Ameri-
can Legal Defense and Educa-
tional Fund, a lawyer for the poor
districts.

The new law ‘‘is going to have a
very negative effect on poor dis-
tricts,”” he said. ‘*‘I see no reason-
able, easy way, at least, to change
that during the next school year.”’

- Another lawyer for poor dis-
tricts, Roger Moore of Austin,

said, ‘“The choices that many of

them are facing are very, very big
tax increases Or some pretty mas-

AARP #2063

AARP Chapter 2063 will
meet Monday at 1 p.m. in
the Senior Center. A rep-
resentative from the police

department will present in-
formationon 911.

AARP members are to
bring toilet articles for the

Noah Project. The board
will meet at noon.

DCOS

The board of directors of
the Development Corpora-

tion of Snyder will meet at

6:30 p.m. Thursday in the

TU Electric Reddy Room.

Only two items are on the
agenda, including a request
- from Snyder Senior Citi-
zens, Inc. for $47,000 in
funds to purchase land for
expansion of Golden Ter-
race. The board will also
elect officers.

Class of ’73

Snyder High School
Class of 1973 will hold a
reunion July 23 and 24.

Registration will be at
Willow Park Inn from 7
p.m. until 11 p.m. on the
23rd. Scheduled events on
Saturday, July 24, include at
golf tournament at the coun-
try club at 7:30 a.m. and a
dance at 7/ p.m.

Contact Suzanne Doolit-
tle at 573-5401 or 573-6704
for more information.

| Weather

Snyder Temperatures:
High Friday, 96 degrees,
low, 70 degrees; reading at 7
a.m. Saturday, 72 degrees;

no precipitation; total preci-

pitation for 1993 to date,

| 957 inches:

Snyder Area Forecast:
Saturday night, partly
cloudy. A 30 percent chance
of thunderstorms. Low 70 to
75. South wind 10-15 mph.
Sunday, partly cloudy. A 30
percent chance of thunder-
storms. High in the lower
90s. South wind 10-20 mph.

Almanac: Sunset Satur-
day, 8:48. Sunrise Sunday,
6:51. Sunset Sunday, 8:48.
Sunrise Monday, 6:52. Of
197 days in 1993, the sun has

shone 190 days in Snyder.

sive cuts in their budgets.’’

The lawyers didn’t immediately -

know whether they would ask the
state Supreme Court to reconsider.
Kauffman noted that the Supreme
Court’s action didn’t address the
merits of the new law.

The poor districts went to the
Supreme Court after State District
Judge F. Scott McCown of Austin,
who - oversees the long-running
school finance case, refused to
have a June hearing on their com-
plaints about the law. They
wanted the court to require a quick
hearing.

McCown has said Texans
should assume the law will be in
effect in the coming school year.
The judge has said he would as-
sess challenges to the law and set a
trial date, possibly for early fall.

The law is the Legislature’s lat-
est effort to meet a Supreme Court

order to even out funding avail-
able to school districts with diffe-

rent property wealth. Schools rely
on state aid, local property tax re-
venue and some federal money.

Two previous school funding
plans that were meant to address
the court mandate have been ruled
unconstitutional.

The new measure — which
gives the state’s richest school dis-
tricts several options for sharing
some of their property wealth with
poorer ones — is under fire from
poor and rich districts. State la-
wyers defend it as constitutional.

Poor school districts, among
other complaints, have sought to
change the way state aid is distri-
buted under the law before it takes
effect. They say the distribution
system penalizes a number of dis-
tricts with little property wealth.

Property-rich school districts’
complaints include the new law's
continued reliance on local prop-
erty taxes.

Since the Supreme Court has
declined to require a quick hear-
ing, Moore said, it's up to
McCown when to hold one.

Holiday atmosphere planned
for July 24 relighting of Ritz

The second annual “Lighting up
the Ritz” is planned for Saturday,
July 24, with a holiday atmo-
sphere taking over the courthouse
square for the evening. '

The Ritz Community Theatre
will also be kicking off its second

Democracy pact ok’d
by Haitian lawmakers

UNITED NATIONS (AP) —
Leading Haitian lawmakers took
a major step toward restoring ex-
iled President Jean-Bertrand Aris-
tide to power Saturday by signing
a pact that will revamp Parliament
and pardon the soldiers who
ousted him.

All the Haitian politicians at-
tending the sgcret talks held in a
U.N. basement since Wednesday
signed the deal, U.N. special en-
voy for Haiti Dante Caputo said

-early Saturday.

‘““This is a very positive step.
Of course we have had many
problems,’’ Caputo said. ‘‘But in
any case I wan* to stress the fact
that we are on track.”’

The main obstacle had been the
fate of 13 legislators elected Jan.
18 in widely boycotted balloting
held uader the military regime.
Aristide had demanded guaran-
tees that they be removed, be-

cause he can't muster a majority

of his supporters with those law-
makers in Parliament.
Under the accord signed, those

legislators won’'t sit in Parliament

pending the verdict of a Commis-
sion of Conciliation, set up by
Parliament, that will review the
legdlity of their election.

However, to reassure Aristide’s
camp that they won’t remain, Ca-
puto promised that the United Na-
tions wouldn’t recognize their le-
gitimacy and would maintain a
worldwide oil embargo on Haiti if
they refuse toresign. . -

The delegates, who represent
political factions from the left to
the right, were to attend a working
group later Saturday to iron out
the details of Caputo’s
assurances.

Under the accord, Parliament
also will adopt an amnesty law
covering all the participants in the
bloody 1991 military coup that
overthrew Aristide, Haiti’s first
freely elected leader. '

C-Clity prison

name chosen

A 1,000-bed medium security
prison unit being constructed near
Colorado City will be named after
Mitchell County’s first black
landowner.

“The Texas Board of Criminal
Justice on Friday approved nam-

ing-the-unit the “Danicl Webster

Wallace Unit.”

Wallace’s name was the only
one proposed for the unit, which
is expected to be completed by
May, 1994,

- Wallace pioneered Mitchell
County. Born in 1860 in Victoria
County to a slave mother, he
moved to the Concho Valley in
1878 to work for a local rancher.
He purchased his first land near
Loraine in 1885. His holdings in
Mitchell County had grown to
15,000 acres and 600 head of
cattle by the early 1900s.
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ROPED AND TIED — Clovis, N.M. cowboy D.R. Lewis raises his
hands for the judges after his calf-roping run at Friday’s perfor-
mance of the S8th Annual Scurry County Rodeo. The rodeo winds
up with Saturday’s final show, set for 8 p.m. at the Scurry County
Rodeo Association Arena on Gary Brewer Road. (SDN Staff

Photo)

season ticket sale.

A crowd estumated at over
1,000 attended the Ritz re-lighting
held in June of 1992. Plans for the
renovation and re-opening of the
old movie house are under the
oversight of the Ritz Community
Theatre, which envisions making
it into a functional live theatre to
be used for stage shows as well as
musicals, meetings, and even mo-

vies. The building was donated to

the Ritz Community Theatre by
Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Patterson and
has undergone exterior renova-
tions, including new neon for the

marquee and new front doors. -

Activities on July 24 will begin
at 4 p.m. when booths set up by
local groups will open on the north
and east sides of the courthouse
square. Entertainment in the
gazebo on the south side of the
courthouse will begin at 6 p.m.
Some special awards will be pre-
sented at the gazebo before the
marquee Jlights at the Ritz are
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The feller on Deep Creek says, “Almost 50 per-
cent of Americans this summer have found them-
selves ill-housed, ill-fed and ill-clad. It’s called be-

ing on vacation.”
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A newspaper reporter in Carlinville, I11., drove
up on what he thought was a traffic accident involv-
ing a piece of farm-equipiment- A statc rooper was
already on the scene. The reporter stopped and
overheard the following conversation: -

. Trooper: Any other vehicles involved in this
wreck or is it a one-combine accident?

Farmer: What in tarnation are you talking about?
What accident? I'm. just gettin’ a haircut.

Trooper: A haircut! Right here in the middle of

the highway?

Farmer: Why not? It’s the only level spot around
here, and besides, I was changing fields anyway.
Trooper: But you're holding up traffic in both

directions.

Farmer: So what? I read where some guy closed
down LA International while he got a haircut on his

'r. ---‘ = -:-_-:Il::-l- :q.r_ .'.- j"f,-:‘-lﬂt ! . . H!‘;-i“r :l" L "'1.-.{-1‘..‘-::.-.—1.3.--!! e T "‘--'-.‘f - ‘Ill E#‘ -1:‘ 'E-'-"""
,"| _..._:.'. ’II-‘F: L, b P Fiw I o ! k= o . Pt L ey |~ '._l.._.. % B 1_‘:-.'._‘;'-'-_:_-;|

g
Pl 1], T SRR e R

scores higher
at S8th rodeo

By PHIL RIDDLE
SDN Sports Editor -

Team roping and bull riding
each got new leaders with Friday
night’'s performance of the 58th
Annual Scurry County Open
Rodeo.

Eddie Smerdon. of Amarillo

scored a 79 to edge into the top
bull riding spot in front of current
Texas Cowboys Rodeo Associa-
tion money leader Michael Daniel
of Lubbock, who posted a 78 on
Thursday.
2 Morse cowboy Lauren Odell
was awarded a 69 and Kenneth
Wise of Abilene scored a 68 in Fri-
day night's show. |

Team ropers Rusty Wright and
Rusty Ray flashed a 4.573, taking -
over the top spot from Thursday’s
winners, Dee Cook and Darrell
Radasse and Radasse and Shan-
non Lea, who each turned in a
5.652.

hecaded and heecled their way to
second place overall with their
4.973, trailed by a 5.195 from
Shane Hatch and Rick McKinley.

The rodeo winds up with an 8
p.m. performance Saturday at the
county association arena on Gary
Brewer Road. Advance tickets are
available at Bar-H-Bar Family
Outfitters for $4 each. Admission
at the gate is $5.

A dance, featuring Jody Nix
and the Texas Cowboys will be
held following the rodeo.

Other changes in the standings
included calf ropers Chad Hiatt

turned on about 9 p.m.

~ Visitors are invited to bring
lawn chairs or blankets and enjoy
foods available from the booths
while they listen to th

entertainment. |
A table for the purchase of sea-

and Clay Schreicker, who moved
into second an third place overall.

Hiatt roped and tied hiscalf ina
time of 8.373 seconds, tops on Fri-
day, to wind up behind Bruce
Gibbs’ 8.352 from Thursday.

Schreicker, from Dexter, N.M,,
flashed an 8.784 for Friday's
second-best time and third in the
rodeo.

Local barrel racer Jana Himes
held on to the event’s top spot, in
spite of Friday's challenge from a

pair of top-10 TCRA competitors.

Himes’ 17.340 was first head-
ing into the final show, but Mary
Beth Simpson of Archer City
scooted into third place with her
17.724 on Friday. Simpson is No.
6 on the current TCRA earnings
list.

No. 10 on that same list is
Brenda Etcheverry of Carlsbad,
N.M., who scored a 17.798 Fni-

son tickets will be set up near the
gazebo. Season tickets are $30 for
six tickets, $60 for 12 tickets, and
$100 for 24 tickets. Season ticket
holders have first choice of seats
for shows each time.

The 1993-94 season will open
Oct. 7 with eight performances of
the Neil Simon comedy “Barefoot
in the Park.” The Christmas pro-
duction will be “Amahl and the
Night Visitors,” directed by Doug
Fishel, from Dec. 2-5. The final
show will be “Nice People Danc-
ing to Good Country Music,” a
contemporary comedy, in Febru-
ary of 1994. The site for the shows
will be announced at a later time
since the Ritz building will not be
ready for use.

Trooper: Well, that wasn’t just any airplane.
That was Air Force One, and the man getting the
haircut was the President.

Farmer:You mean Shck Willie?

- Trooper: 1 think he prefers 10 be called Mr.

Farmer: Whatever, but didn’t he have dozens of

- other aircralt circling foc an-hour while he got a
$200 trim? rd -

Trooper: Sure, but he was only trying to save
ume, and besides, he’s the president.

Farmer: That’s what I’'m trying to do, save timé
and get a haircut while changing fields. -

Trooper: I'm going to have to write you a ticket.
Who's your barber. e - T

Farmer: She’s not a barber. She’s my wife and
cuts my hair free, 100. LB

Trooper: What's her name? * .

Farmer: Just put hér down as Slick Filly...

Just as the trooper pulled out his nightstick, the
reporter heard a different voice. It was his wife who

shouted, “Wake up, Scoop, you must be having a-
nightmare. :
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WESLACO (AP) — Bee re-  Should it be found that the bees
searchers say it's likely that an el- that stung Lopez were of the *" Al-
derly Starr County rancher was ricanized’’ variety, he would be-
killed by a swarm of ‘‘killer come their first such vicum since
bees,’” but they say South Texans the strain migrated into Texas in
need not be alarmed that every bee 1990,

i1s lethal. Preliminary test results show a
+ “It’s something that happens high likelihood that the bees are
from time to time,’’ Dave Mayes, Africanized, said entomologist
‘a spokesman for Texas A&M's Stormy Sparks of the Texas A&M
Agricultural Communications De~ Agricultural Extension Serwcc in
partment in College Station. Weslaco.

“From the best we can tell, A definite answer 1sexpcctcdto
there are still more people struck come Monday following studies
by lightning in Texas per year than of the bee samples at the Bee Re-
stung by Africanized bees. It's just search Lab. in Beltsville, Md,,
not something we have to watch which performs national identifi-
out for.” cation on honey bees, Mayes said.

: , Robert Norton, director of in-

Lino Lopez, 82, died Thursday formation at the Agricultural Re-

after being swarmed by bees. His  gearch Service in Greenbelt, Md.,
son said an autopsy showed his

said the bee samples also will be
father's fragile condition could (ested at the USDA'’s Animal and
not withstand the assault.

Plant Health Inspection Service
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We are proud to be your
complete financial center.
Scurry County, Snyder and
Snyder National Bank have
progressed together. We've
‘'seen both good and diffi-
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24 Hour Servlce
Call 573-NEWS Ext 295 For Current Interest Rates

office in Harlingen on Saturday
morning.

.- Lopez likely had little chance to
escape their attack once he agi-
tated them.

‘“They were very aggressive,
very aggressive,  said Waylon
Chandler, who killed the bees Fri-

day and brought samples back to
the Weslaco lab. ‘‘In other words,

if you make the wrong move they
will cover you in a matter of
Lopez — stung in the head,
chest and arms — died on his way
to the hospital, his family told
investigators.
Chandler said Lopez apparently
had doused a burlap sack with
diesel fuel, set it ablaze at the end
of a stick and tried to burn the bees
out of a wall in an abandoned
home at his ranch in remote brush
country, about 30 miles north of

We'se got that hometown spirit
and we're passing it around!

Deep Roots
in Scurry County

Rio Grande City.

Sparks said researchers at the
U.S. Department of Agriculture’'s
Honeybee Lab in Weslaco mea-
sured the bees Friday afternoon to
determine whether they were Afri-
canized or the more common, less
aggressive European variety.

““Most of them measured out
African,’”” Sparks said. ‘‘Some
bees measured out purely Euro-
pean and some bees measured out
purely African.

The hive appeared to have once
been a European variety, but it ap-
parently had been taken over by
Africanized bees through cross-
breeding during swarmings, he
said.

Africanized bees look much
like European bees, though a little
smaller, but they are much more
likely to swarm invaders of their
nests.

r

cult times together. Since

1905, folks have looked to
us not only as a financial

counselor, but as a neigh-
bor and friend. Come in

and see us.

S nyder National ‘Bank

Y olated two Tedéral statutes by fal-
'Motor Bank Hours
9a.m.-5p.m.

‘Africanized’ bees may have killed rancher

An entomologist brouzht a few
colonies of African variety from
Africa to Brazil in 1956. The vari-
ety escaped and migrated north,
crossbreeding with other bees
along the way.

~

They have been found in 58
South Texas counties since the
first swarm was detected in Oc-

tober 1990 near the small town of

Hidalgo, about 50 miles east of
Rio Grande City.

Prison director

escapes firing

HUNTSVILLE (AP) — The
state prison board took a U-turn
Friday and set aside a motion to
fire James LLynaugh, executive di-
rector of the Texas Department of
Criminal Justice.

The prisons chief emerged
tight-lipped after a two-hour ex-
ecutive session with the board and
silently took a seat beside chair-
man Carol Vance, who announced
the panel’s decision to table a mo-
tion regarding Lynaugh’s
employment.

““IThe board had some con-
cerns,”” said Vance after the
board’s monthly meeting at Sam
Houston State University. ‘‘But it
(the board) was unanimous in its
agreement that James Lynaugh
can carry out the policies of this
board.”’

Just days before, Vance said he
had enough votes on the eight-
member panel to oust the 53-year-
old Lynaugh and confirmed that a
demotion offer had been made to
him so he could retain his retire-
ment benefits.

““Well, I was pleased with the
board,’’ said Lynaugh, head of the
Texas prisons system since 1987.
I think the board had some con-
cerns and I addressed them.”’

Neither Vance nor Lynaugh
would elaborate on what those
concerns were. Lynaugh has been
criticized for his lackluster sup-
port of further privatization of the
state prison system.

Also, Lynaugh has suffered
from disclosures late last year that
former department internal affairs
chief Jim Gant had ordered inves-
tigations of Gov. Ann Richards
and two board members.

Vance said the board’s change
of heart had nothing to do with
possible influence from a team of
legislators, including state Rep.

meeting.

““I think there was a legitimate
lack of communication,”” said
Hightower, who said the possibil-
ity of Lynaugh’s removal shocked
lawmakers.

Hightower suggested a possible
reason for the discord may be the
state’s prison overcrowding issue
which has overshadowed the
prison system for 20 years. Prison
overcrowding led to bad condi-
tions which culminated into a fed-
eral court monitoring of the sys-
tem for decades.

"‘Perhaps one or two members
have a greater interest in pardons
or parole,”” Hightower said.
"““They’re probably right because
the legislature had demanded we

put out the fire before we rebuild

the house.”’

Because state prisoner limits
have taken much of the depart-
ment’'s focus, some on the board
have felt not enough attention has
been paid to the system’s parole
and pardons issues.

In recent years, there have been
several celebrated cases of prison-
ers have slipped through loo-

pholes in the parole system to re-
turn to a life of crime.

But Hightower is uncertain
whether that was the catalyst for
the campaign to remove Lynaugh.

"I don’t know what pushed it
over the edge,”’ Hightower said.

The board reportedly had six
voles, one more than necessary, to
remove Lynaugh, but key legisla-
tors had attempted to persuade at

least two board members to
reconsider.

Vance said earlier this week Ly-
naugh has been asked to stay with

the agency in another job even if
he were fired.

‘The demotion also would allow

Allen Hightower, D-Huntsville — allowed Lynaugh to remain on the
chief of the House Corrections payroll until 1995, when he be-
Committee — who attended the comes vested in his retirement.

The Scurry County Chapter of
United We Stand met July 13 at
Towle Park Barn for its regular
monthly meeting.

Carl Nunn, area coordinator,
presided and those in attendance
elected officers for 1993,

In his opening remarks, Nunn
emphasized that UWS is a non-
partisan organization consisting
of Democrats, Republicans, and
independents concerned with
local, state, and federal govern-
ment actjvities.

Nunn, appointed by Bill
Walker, Texas state coordinator,
will continue as area coordinator.
Other officers elected are Rill

Woman indicted

HOUSTON (AP) — A federal
grand jury has indicted a Houston
woman for falsely claiming she
found sewing needles in a can of
Coca-Cola Classic.

The woman, Deborah Sue
McGuire, is believed to be the
first Texan to be charged since the
so-called Pepsi scare began early
last month. She was at large Fri-
day, authorities said.

The indictment, returned Fri-
day, alleges Ms. McGuire, 39, vi-

sely claiming she found the nee-
dles after her husband, Davie
McGuire, bought the soft drinks.
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United We Stand elects
officers for current year

Cain, president; Charlie Hender-
son, vice-president; Rebecca
Boyd, secretary-treasurer; Mor-
gan Weat, director of issues and
research; Bob Powell, director of
communications; and Maxine
Ragland, director of special pro-

jects. Art Feinsod is the chairman

of the nominating committee.
The group has plans to conduct
a membership drive and a deci-

sion was made to meet every sec-
ond Tuesday of the month.

For further information con-
cerning UWS, contact Nunn at
573-5584. The next meeting is
slated for 7:30 p.m. Aug. 10in the
Towle Park Ban. Everyone, re-
gardless of poliiical affiliation, is
invited to attend.
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PARADE FLOAT — Members of the 4-H Club, along with per-
sonal pets, have fun on their float before the 58th Annual Scurry

ORLANDO, Fla. (AP) — The

‘Humane Society has renewed

calls for water parks and aquar-

-jums to release captive whales as

another group plans protests na-

tionwide to coincide with the
-opening of the film *‘Free Willy."’

The Humane Society on Friday,

.citing a new study of small whales
“out of their natural habitat, said the

‘mammals should be freed from
““the horrors of captivity.”’

‘““Whales are wild animals and
simply cannot and should not be

"kept in captivity for human obser-

vation,”” Humane Society Presi-

‘dent Paul Irwin said at an Orlando

VERNON (AP) — Thick clus-
ters of pods sag from the mung
bean plants that thrive on the Red
River's sandy farms.

Harvest is still weeks away. But
already the most mature pods are
swelling with the tiny olive-
colored, bead-like mung beans.

Contractor Sam Pierce expects
another good crop.

And, as usual, demand from re-
staurants and bean sprouters has
exceeded what Pierce’s farmers
grow.

"*“Not enough are being
planted,”’ Pierce said, examining
the blackening pods in a field of
near knee-high plants. “‘I can't
raise enough of them.’’

The mung bean — better known
in its post water-soaked form, as a
bean sprout — is a staple of Chin-
ese food. But it remains a some-
what obscure vegetable.

The Texas Department of Agri-
culture doesn’t keep statistics on
mung bean Crops.

Creighton Miller, a professor in
the horticultural sciences depart-
ment at Texas A&M University,
estimated that Texas farmers plant
20,000 acres in mung beans each
year.

Thirty-five farmers from Qua-
nah to Henrietta contract with
Pierce. Another 10 farmers or so
raise mung beans near Pearsall,
Miller said, and several work in

.the Haskell area.

Mung beans became popular ar-

-ound Vernon several decades ago
- thanks to restaurateur Henry Huie.

When mung bean jmnortie to the

United Slatcs were cut during
World War 11, Huie prodded local

farmers to raise the vegetable for

- his Chinese restaurant and others

across the country.
Vemon-area farmers like mung

_beans because the dryland cr..p’s
. growing season — from early
' June to late August — fits nicely
- between wheat harvest and wheat
- planting, Pierce said.

Mung beans are cheap to plant,
require little work and replenish

‘ the soil with nitrogen.

nemi |
ma @II

news conference.

But Jim McBain, senior veter-
inarian for Sea World of Florida,
said the theme park’s performing
mammals are important for re-
search and education purposes.

““Our whales have been living
at Sea World much of their lives,
and there seems to be no justifica-
tion for risking their lives by re-
leasing them to the wild,”’
McBain said.

People for the Ethical Treat-
ment of Animals scheduled pro-
tests in nine cities this weekend to
publicize the issue along with
“‘Free Willy,”” a movie about a

Texas farmers: vegetable’s
demand greater than supply

Risks include wind-blown sand
and too much rain.

““What’s going to hurt is the
sand. It’s going to burn them,’
Pierce said. ‘‘If you have a week
and a half of rain, you'll have
beans sprouting in the pod.”

Pierce will pay 15 cents per
pound for the 2 million pounds of
mung beans he expects to buy this
year.

He ships the high-protein pro-
duct to New York, Florida and
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County Rodeo parade Thursday The 4-H float was one of two
float entries in the parade (SDN Staff Photo)

Release of captive whales advocated

boy who tries to free a captive
whale from an aquarium.

‘“‘Marine mammals in captivity
are subjected to high levels of
stress, which can lead to ulcers and
an early death,”” said a news re-
lease from Washington-based
PETA. ‘‘In the wild, marine mam-
mals live twice as long as they do
in captivity.”’

Irwin said the five-year study
headed by marine mammal sciens
tist Naomi Rose tracked five types
of small whales in captivity at a
number of facilities. They were
beluga, false killer whales, killer

Tennessee, hé said. Still, the Un-
ited States continues to import
heavily from India, China and

* "Thailand.

“Our growers just have not
grown it that much,’’ said Miller,
who helped develop the high-yield
TexSprout variety at A&M. “‘It
seems to me, if we could get a
g£00d variety ... then they-might be
able to get more competitive and
make a little money.”’

TWC to take action on site

DALLAS (AP) — Cleanupof a
former lumber processing facility
in Texarkana, which was put on
the EPA’s Superfund list seven
years ago, will begin next year, ac-
cording to the Texas Water
Commission.

The TWC, under an agreement
with the U.S. Environmental Pro-

December.

The site served as a Jumber fa-
cility in 1909-84 under various
owners. Texas officials learned of
problems at the site in 1968. The
Texarkana Wood Preserving Co.
failed to meet permit requirements
and closed the site in 1984,

The EPA put the site on 1ts

tection Agency,. will be the le?d""Superfund listin 1986. The Super-

agency in cleaning up the site
starting in September 1 About
77,000 cubic yards of coflfami-
nated soil and 16 million gallons
of groundwater must be cleansed.

The main pollutants at the site
include polynuclear aromatic
compounds (PNAs), pentachloro-
phenol (PCP) and dioxins. They
pose a significant health risk to the

ing to the TWC.
The TWC expects to put the $58
million project up for bid iIn
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fund law gives the government the
power to sue former owners (O re-
cover the costs of cleaning pol-
luted sites or force them to take
action.

The agency did five removal
projects between December 1986
and October 1990 to stabilize the

" site.
public and environment, accord- -

The cleanup plan calls for exca-
vating and burning the soil, re-
placing it on the site, then covering
it with topsoil and vegetation.
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whales and long-finned and short-
finned pilot whales.

Accidents, disease and ex-
tremely low birth rates are com-
mon in captive whales, he said.

‘“Whales in captivity share little
with those in the wild, " said Rose,
who attended the news confer-
ence. ‘‘And visitors to theme
parks learn little about whales be-
cause their lifestyles are so
different.”’

The Humane Society also
called for a halt to taking whales
from the ocean.

McBain said Sea World parks
have not captured any whales for
more than a decade ‘‘and don't
have any plans to do that because
of the success of our breeding
programs.’’

Four Sea World parks have a
total of 18 killer whales, five of
them in Orlando, said McBain.

One of the local whales, Katina,
is pregnant for the third ume. Ka-
tina made news in 1985 by becom-
ing the first killer whale to give
birth successfully.in captivity. Her
first offspring, Kalina, gave birth
in February at the Sea World park
in San Antonio, Texas.

Anheuser-Busch Co. also owns
Sea World parks in Cahforma and
Ohio.
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Space center head
) resigns position

SPACE CENTER, Houston
(AP) — Johnson Space Center di-
rector Aaron Cohen, a 31-year
NASA veteran, announced his
resignation Friday after seven
years as head of the agency's.
manned space flight hub.

Cohen. 62, said he was steppmg
JuUWwiL nug 20 W Lewuine Uk Za-
chary professor for engineering at
Texas A&M University.

He denied speculation that cost
overruns on Space Station Free-
dom and other budgetary concerns
had any part in his decision.

**No, it was not that,”” Cohen
said. ‘‘I think today that we prob-
ably on space station are in as

good a posture as we can possibly

be with the restructure of the space
station. We've got work to do, but
I feel we do have a space station.””

NASA this year acknowledged
that space station costs by 1995
could go over budget by about $1
billion, most of it for work super-
vised by the Johnson Space
Center.

yrospective cost increase
was \disCcovered in January and
threatened the project’s funding in
Congress last month. The House
ultimately approved funding for a
sliimmed down version of the
space station.

NASA administrator Daniel
Goldin said Cohen would retain
ties with the agency as a
consultant.

“It gives me a great deal of
comfort to know I can pick up the
phone any time and have Aaron
come to Washington and help the
administrator,”” Goldin said.

He added, ‘“Texas has Aaron,
NASA has Aaron, and 1 think the
nation is going to benefit.”

Goldin said Johnson's deputy
director, Paul J. Weitz, would as-
sume the head role until Cohen’s
successor can be found.

““I want to let a little time pass,
Ooldin said. The Clpiang Uuig

is to go out and pick someone and

put them in place and make a
whole bunch of changes. I want a
little time to settle.”’

Cohen took over at the space
center on Oct. 12, 1986, succeed-
ing Jesse Moore, who was in
charge of the space shuttle proge
ram at the time of the Challenger
disaster.

At the time, Cohen said the key
to restoring NASA's political and
popular reputation was the shuttle
program.

Since the Challenger explosion,
there have been 31 successful
shuttle missions leading up to Sa-
turday’s planned launch of
Discovery,

Cohen, who said he made his
decision with ‘‘an enormous feel-
ing of nostalgia,”” added that he
wants to be remembered for his
contribution to the manned space
flight effort.

““I think my bnggest legacy has
to be the development and the
promotion and the success of the
human element of space flight,”’
he said. ‘I think was able to prom-
ote that through the Apollo prog-
ram and the shuttle orbiter

L B

prograin.
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